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PREFACE 


MAHAPRAJNAPARAMITASASTRA 

nAgArjuna 

ETIENNE LAMOTTE 

Here is a first attempt at an annotated translation of chapters I to XV of the Mahdprajndpdramitd 
(abbreviated as Mpps) by Nagarjuna. The work has not come down to us in the original Sanskrit, but only 
through the intermediary of a Chinese translation, the Ta tche tou louen. This version which contains 90 
chapters (p'in) in 100 rolls (kiuan), is by the Kuchanese Kumarajlva who worked in Tch'ang ngan in the 
Siao yao Park, in 404 or 405 A.D. 1 I (Lamotte) have used the edition of Taisho Issaikyo, vol. XXV, no. 
1509; the numbers in the margins of this translation refer to the pages and columns of this edition 2 . 

The Mpps is a commentary on the Pancavimsatisahasrika Prajndpdramitd (abbreviated as Pancavimsati) 
'The Perfection of Wisdom in Five Thousand Lines', as it appears in KumarajTva's Chinese translation Mo 
ho pan jo po lo mi king (Taisho, T VIII, no. 223). Of this Pancavimsati we have four Chinese translations, 
one Tibetan translation, one Sanskrit revision and one Tibetan translation of this Sanskrit revision. 

1. The four Chinese translations are: 

i) The Kouang tsan king (Taisho, Vol. VIII, no. 222) in 27 chapters (p'in = parivarta) and 10 rolls (kiuan) 
by Dharmaraksa, dating from 286 A.D. 

ii) The Fan kouang pan jo king (Taisho, vol. VIII, no. 221) in 90 chapters and 20 rolls, by Moksala amd 
Samgharaksa, dating from 291. 

iii) The Mo ho pan jo po lo mi king (Taisho, vol. VIII, no. 223) in 90 chapters and 27 rolls, by Kumarajlva, 
dating from 403-404. This version is reproduced in its entirety and abundantly commented in the Ta tche 
tou louen. 

iv) The second part of the Ta pan jo po lo mi king (Taisho, vol. VII, no. 220), in rolls 401 to 478, contains 
long extracts from the Pancavimsati. The translation is by Hiuan tsang and is dated at 660-663. 

T. Matsumoto has prepared a useful concordance for these four Chinese translations 3 . 

2. The Tibetan translation is entitled Ses mb kyi pha rol tu phyin pa stoh phrag hi su lha pa ; it consists of 
76 chapters (lehu = parivarta) and 78 sections (bam po = khanda). The name of the translators is not 
mentioned. The work is part of the Bkah-hgyur, section ser phyin, II; it takes up four volumes of the 


1 P.C. Bagchi, Le canon bouddhique en Chine, vol I, Paris 1927, p. 197. - Different from most Buddhist works, the Mpps 
was not translated into Tibetan but only into Chinese. For the Mpps and Touen-houang and Kharakhoto, see 
Bibliographie bouddhique, vol I, 1930, no. 105; vol. IV-V, 1934, no. 307. 

z The Tripitaka in Chinese, revised, collated, added, rearranged and edited by J. Takakusu and K Watanabe, 55 vols., 
Tokyo, 1924-1929. 

3 T. Matsumoto, Die Prajhdpdramita-Literatur (Bonner orientalische Studien, Heft 1). Stuttgart, 1932, p. 38-41. 
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Peking Bkah-hgyur (vol. ni-di: Tibetan collection of the Bibliotheque Nationale, no. 40-43) and three 
volumes of the Narthang Bkah-hgyur (vol. ka-ga: Tibetan collection of the Bibliotheque Nationale, no. 
385-387). 

3. The Sanskrit recension which repeats its title at the end of each chapter is entitled: 
Aryapancavimsatisdhasrikd bhagavati prajnaparamita abhisamayalamkardnusdrena samsodhitd. It 
contains eight chapters (parivarta ) 4 . As its title indicates and as Dutt has established, it is a reworked 
recension of the original Sanskrit Pancavimsati, modified with the intention of serving as commentary to 
the Abhisamayalamkara 5 . 

4. The Tibetan translation of this Sanskrit recension is entitled Ses mb kyi pha rol tu phyin pa stoh phrag 
hi su Ina pa, but its real title, which corresponds word for word with that of the Sanskrit recension, is given 
by the colophon: Hpags pa bcom Idan hdas ma ses rab kyi rol tu phyin pa stoh phrag hi su lha pa mhon 
par rtogs pahi rgyan gyi rjes su hbrahs nas dag par gtugs pa. This work consists of 8 chapters (lehu = 
parivarta) and 74 sections (bam po = khanda); if the Tibetan indexes are to be believed, it has as author 
Simhabhadra or Haribadra, as translator Santibhadra, and as proofreader Jayaslla 6 . It is included in the 
Bsrtan-hgyur, Mdo hgrel section, vols. Ill, IV and V (Tibetan material in the National Library, nos. 198- 
200 ). 

The prologue ( niddna ) of the Pancavimsati, to which the first 15 chapters of the Mpps serve as 
commentary, is reproduced in almost identical words at the beginning of other Prajnaparamitas, such as the 
Satasahasrika and the Dasasahasrika. Therefore it is important to give some bibliographical information 
here on the literature of the Prajnas. For the Tibetan and Chinese versions, it is enough to refer to the 
excellent studies of Lalou and Matsumoto 7 ; here we will limit ourselves to giving the list of the Prajnas in 
Sanskrit that have already been edited as a note 8 . 


4 The first chapter has been edited by N. Dutt, The Pahcavimsatisdhasrikd-Prajhdpdramitd, ed. with critical notes and 
introduction (Calcutta Oriental Series, no. 28), London, 1934. 

5 This work has been edited by Th. Stcherbatsky and E. Obermiller, Abhisamaydlamkdra-Prajhdpdramita-Upadesa- 
Shastra, the work of bodhisattva Maitreya. Fasc. I: Introduction, Sanskrit Text and Tibetan Translation (Biblioteca 
Buddhica, no. XXIII), Leningrad, 1929. 

6 P. Cordier, Catalogue du Ponds Tibetain de la Bibliotheque Nationale. Paris, 1915, III, p. 276. 

7 M. Lalou, La version tibetaine des Prajhapdramita, Journal asiatique, July-Sept., 1929, p. 87-102. - T. Matsumoto, Die 
Prajhdpmaramitd-Literatur, Stuttgart, 1932, p. 22-25. 

° Satasahasrika P.P. , ed. Pratapachandra Ghosha (Biblioteca Indica), Calcutta, 1902-1914. 

Pahcavimsatisahasrikd P.P., ed. N. Dutt (Calcutta Oriental Series), London, 1934. 

Dasasahasrika P.P. in Sten Konow, The two first Chapters of the Dasasasrikd, restoration of the Sanskrit Text. Analysis 
and Index (Avhandlinger utgitt av det Norske Videnkaps-Akademi i Oslo), Oslo, 1941. 

AstaOahasrikd P.P., ed. Rajcndralala Mitra (Biblioteca Indica), Calcutta, 1888. - This edition, quite faulty, will favorably 
be replaced by the text of the Astasahasrika incorporated by U. Wogihara in his edition of the Abhisamaydlamkardloka, 
Tokyo, 1932-1935. 

Suvikrdntavikrdmi P.P., in T. Matsumoto, op. cit., as appendix. 
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The Mpps is attributed to Nagarjuna: Kumarajlva's version has as its title 'Ta tche ton louen, composed by 
the bodhisattva Nagarjuna and translated by the Tripitikadharmacarya KumarajTva of the country of K'ieou 
tseu (Kucha) of the later Ts'in'; the Li tai san pao ki, a catalogue of the Tripitaka compiled in 597 by Fei 
Tch'ang fang, also notes that the original work is the work of the bodhisattva Nagarjuna 9 . Nevertheless, it 
is odd that the Mpps does not appear in the lists of works attributed to Nagarjuna by the Long chon p'ou sa 
tchouan (Taisho 2047) and the Tibetan historians Bu ston and Taranatha. 

The bodhisattva Nagarjuna (Kin sgrub in Tibetan, 'converted by a dragon' or 'converting the dragons'; in 
Chinese Long chon 'dragon tree', Long mong 'unflinching dragon' or Long cheng 'victorious dragon') is one 
of the most enigmatic, yet also one of the richest, figures in Buddhism. He lived in probably the second 
century of our era and played a role of primary importance in the formation of the Buddhism of the Greater 
Vehicle. Originally from the south, the country of Andhra, his influence extended as far as the north-west 
of India. Dialectician and metaphysician, he is the founder of the Madhymaka or 'Middle-Way' school, 
which, while accepting the buddhology and the mysticism of the Greater Vehicle, submits the old texts of 
Buddhism to negative criticism and ends up with absolute emptiness ( sunyatd ). Nagarjuna's theories have 
been thoroughly discussed in Asia and Europe. The question is whether the Madhyamaka accepts an 
absolutely existent Reality. L. de La Vallee Poussin has long believed that this school is nihilistic and 
denies the absolute 10 ; on the other hand, Th. Stcherbatsaky was of the opinion that Nagarjuna denied 
appearance only in order to affirm Being 11 . After an argument which at times turned into a quarrel, de La 
Vallee Poussin drew nearer to the position held by Stcherbatsky whereas the latter came very close to 
adopting the theses defended by de La Vallee Poussin 12 . But this is not the only problem with regard to 
Nagarjuna. 

Many Sanskrit, Tibetan and Chinese sources give us much information about the life and works of this 
author, but the facts they contain are soaked in the miraculous and seem to refer to several Nagarjunas of 
different date and origin, so that the re-appearance of the same legends is inextricably tied up among them. 
They have been analyzed, perhaps with inaccuracies of detail, by Walleser 13 and summarized by 


Saptasatika P.P., ed. G. Tucci, in Memorie della R. Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei, vol. XVII, 1923, fasc. I; ed. J. 
Masuda, in Journal of the Taisho University, vol. VII, 1030, p. 186-241. 

Vajracchedikd P.P., ed. M. Muller (Anecdota Oxoniensia, Aryan Series, vol. I part I), Oxford, 1881. 

Adhyardhashatikd P.P., ed. E. Leumann, Zur nordarischen Sprache und Literatur, Strassburg, 1912, p. 84 seq; ed. S. 
Toganoo and H. Izumi, Prajndpdramitdnayasatapancsatikd, Kyoto, 1917. 

Prajndpdramitdhridayasutrd , ed. M. Muller (Anecdota Oxoniensia, Aryan Series, vol. I part III), Oxford, 1884. 

9 P.C.Bagchi, Le canon bouddhique en Chine, T. I, p. 197. 

10 L. de La Vallee Poussin, Madhyamaka, Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics, VIII, p. 235-237; Nirvana, Paris 1925; 
Le dogme et la philosophie du Bouddhisme, Paris, 1930, p. 113-118; Madhyamaka, Melanges Chinois et Bouddhiques, 
vol. II, 1932-1933, p. 1-59. 

11 Th. Stcherbatsky, Conception of Buddhist Nirvana, Leningrad, 1927, p. 35-39. 

12 Th. Stcherbatsky, Die drei Richtungen in der Philosophie des Buddhismus, Rocznik Orjentalistyczny, vol. X, 1934, p. 
1-37; Madhyanta-Vibhahga, Leningrad, 1936, p. VI-VIII. 

13 M. Walleser, The Life of Nagarjuna from Tibetan and Chinese Sources , Hirth Anniversry Volume, London, 1922, p. 
421-455. 
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Winternitz in the second edition of his history of Indian literature 14 . Since then, other information has been 
collected. 

Attention has been drawn to a series of predictions relative to Nagarjuna found in the Lankdvatdra 15 , the 
Mahdmeghasutra 16 , the Mahdmdyasutra 17 and the Manjusrunulakalpa 18 . 

Apart from Nagarjuna the Madhyamika philosopher, there was one other (or several) Nagarjunas, 
magician, alchemist and writer of tantra. Documents published By G. Tucci 19 and S. Levi 20 may be added 
to the information we already possess. Moreover, it may have been Nagarjuna who discovered and 
revealed to humans the Mahavairocanasutra, one of the main texts of Buddhist Vajrayana and of the 
Shingon sect 21 . 

All the sources, in emulation of one another, mention the friendly relations and alchemical collaboration 
between Nagarjuna and a king of the Satavahana or Satakarni dynasty (perhaps also Andhra) which, in the 
second or first century before our era until the end of the second century afterward, disputed the empire of 
Dekhan with the Sunga-Kanvas and with the Sakas, before dying out around Dhanyakataka and Amaravatl 
in Andhra proper 22 . S. Levi has collated these different sources and related them to another cycle of 
legends relating to the rivalry between a Satavahana and the Kusana king Kaniska 23 . 

Archeological discoveries, old and new, partially confirm the literary documents. According to the Tibetan 
historians, Nagarjuna may have spent the last of his life in the land of Andhra, of the Teluga language, 
between the Godavari and the lower Krisna. The region abounds in sites made famous by archeology: 


14 M. Winternitz, History of Indian Literature, vol II, Calcutta, 1933, p. 341-348. 

Lankavatara, ed. B. Nanjio, Kyoto, 1923, p. 286; Taisho 671, k. 9, p. 569a; Taisho 672, k. 6, p. 627c. 

10 Mahameghasutra cited in the Madhyamakavatara, Tibetan version ed. by L. de La Vallee Poussin, Saint Petersburg, 
1912, p. 76; transl. in Le Museon, 1910, p. 274. - Chinese translation by Dharmaraksha, Taisho 387, k. 5, p. 1099-1100, 
studied by P. Demieville, Sur un passage du Mahdmeghasutra, Bull, de l'Ec. fr. d'Extrlme-Orient, vol. XXIV, 1924, p. 
227-228. - Tibetan translation of Bkah-hgyur ed. by G. Tucci, Animadversiones indicae, Journal and Proceedings of the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal, vol. XXVI, 1930, p. 145-147. - Bu ston, Chos hbyuh, tr. E. Obenniller, II, Heidelburg, 1932, p. 
129. 

12 Mahamayasutra in Taisho 383, k. 2, p. 1013c. - Cf. J. Przyluski, Legende de I'empereur Ashoka, Paris, 1923, p. 163- 
164. 

Manjusrlmulakalpa, ed. Ganapati Sastri, Trivandrum Sanskrit Series, p. 616-617. 

19 G.Tucci, Animadversiones indicae: VI. A Sanskrit Biography of the Siddhas and some questions connected with 
Nagarjuna , Journal and Proceedings of the Asiatic Socierty of Bengal, vol. XXVI, 1930, p. 138-155. 

211 S. Levi, Un nouveau document sur le bouddhisme de basse epoque dans I'Inde, Bull, of the School of Or. Studies, vol. 
VI, part 2, p. 427-429. 

91 

Kin kang ting king ta yu k'ie pi mi sin ti fa men yi kue, Taisho 1798, k. 1, p. 808a-b. - Cf. R. Tajima, Etude sur le 
Mahavairocanasutra, Paris, 1936, p. 30-32. 

22 For the history of this dynasty, see L. de La Vallee Poussin, L'Inde aux temps des Mauryas, Paris, 1930, p. 206-222; 
and Dynasties et Histoire de I'Inde, Paris, 1935, p. 184-185; R. Grousset, L'Asie orientate des origines au XVe siecle, 
Paris, 1941, p. 53-54, 72-77. 

22 S. Levi, Kaniska and Satavahana, Journal Asiatique, Jan.-Mar. 1936, p. 61-121. 
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Dhanyakataka, ancient capital on the lower Krisna, corresponding to the actual Dharanlkot, in the district 
of Guntur, one mile west of the site of Amaravati; upstream and on the same south bank of the Krisna, Goli 
and Nagarjunikonda; in the north-west, Jaggayyapeta. Nagarjuna, it is said, constructed a building for the 
shrine of Dpal hbras spuns (Sldhanyakataka) 24 , surrounded it with a wall and built 108 cells within the 
wall 25 . According to the same historians 26 , he may have established his residence at Snparvata, a 
monastery situated on a rocky cliff overhanging the Krisna, and probably identified with the mountain in 
the Po lo mo lo k'i li (Bhramaragiri or Mountain of the Bees) which king Satavahana had hollowed out and 
fitted out for the bodhisattva Nagarjuna 27 . The inscriptions discovered in the area corroborate all this 
information. The outer balustrade of the Amaravati stupa bears the inscription of two kings of the Andhra 
dynasty, PulumayT and Yajnasri 28 and according to some authors, it is to the latter that Nagarjuna dedicated 
his Letter of Suhrllekha. The Bhadanta Nagarjunacarya himself is mentioned in an inscription found near 
the stupa of Jaggayyapeta 29 . At Naharallabodu, beside the mahacetiya of Nagarjunikonda, an inscription 
mentions the buildings erected by the lay Buddhist Bodhisiri and mentions 'the monastery on Siriparvata to 
the west of Vijayapuif which must be the monastery of Snparvata where the Tibetan historians say that 
Nagarjuna died 30 . In a more general way, the inscribed pillars at Nagarjunikonda 31 bear precious 
indications on the Buddhism of the south at the time of Nagarjuna: to a certain point, they inform us about 
the canonical scriptures (Digha, Majjhima and Pancamatuka), the sects (Caityika, Aparasaila, Purvasaila, 
Bahusrutlya, Mahasasaka and possibly also Mahasamghika), the doctrines and especially the area of 
expansion of the Buddhism of the Andhakas. But the systematic study of these epigraphical facts has 
hardly yet begun up 32 . They should be compared with the Andhaka theses, the refutation of which is the 
particular aim of the Katavatthu 33 . The discovery should also be mentioned of a Buddhist monastery at 
Harwan in Kashmir, which the Rajataranginl (I, 173) calls Sadarhadvana 'The Forest of the Six Arhats', 
which may have served as residence for Nagarjuna 34 . - Finally, according to Bu ston and Taranatha, 
Nagarjuna stayed for a long time at Nalanda, the important center of tantric Buddhism, which he 


24 Bu ston, transl. E. Obermiller, II, p. 125. 

25 Taranatha, transl. by A. Schiefner, St. Petersburg, 1869, p. 71. 

26 Bu ston, II, p. 127; Taranatha, p. 73, 81, 303; Dpag bsam ljon bzan, ed. Candra Das, Calcutta, 1908, p. 86. 

27 Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 10, p. 929c. - For the Bhramaragiri-Shnparvata identifiction, T. Watters, On Yuan 
Chwang's Travels, vol. II, London, 1905, p. 207-308. 

28 L. de La Vallee Poussin, L'Inde aux temps des Mauryas, p. 233. 

29 J. Burgess, Notes on the Amaravati Stupa, Madras, 1882, p. 57.. 

30 L. de La Vallee Poussin, Dynasties et histoire de I'Inde, p. 232. 

31 J. Ph. Vogel, Prakrit Inscriptions from a Buddhist Site at Nagarjunikonda, Epigraphia Indica, XX, i. p. 1-37. 

32 See N. Dutt, Notes on the Nagarjunikonda Inscriptions, Indian Historical Quarterly, vol. VII, 1931, p. 633-653; L. de 
La Vallee Pouossin, Notes de Bibliographic bouddhique, Melanges Chinois et Bouddhiques, vol. I, 1931-1932, p. 382- 
383; Bibliographie Bouddhique, IV-V, Paris, 1934, p. 135. 

33 See especially R. Salkrtyayana, Recherches bouddhiques, I. Les origines du Mahayana, Journal Asiatique, Oct.-Dec. 
1934, p. 195-208. 

j4 R. C, Kak, Ancient Monuments of Kashmir, London, 1933, p. 105-111; Annual Bibliography of Indian Archeology, 
VIII (1933), p. 22; XI (1936), p. 21. 
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ornamented with monuments and illustrated with his miracles. We may hope that systematic exploration of 
this site, pursued systematically 35 , will one day shed some light on the Nagarjuna of Nalanda. 

The literary and archeological information on Nagarjuna is so plentiful and extends over so many centuries 
and different regions of India that it may be wrong to consider them as simple elements of biography. With 
regard to the person Nagarjuna, they have but mediocre historical value; but they are documents of 
primordial interest if, giving up the search in them for a biography of Nagarjuna, we consider them as 
evidence, naive but sincere, of the religious movement of reform tendencies to which Nagarjuna attached 
his name. Leaving the south, this reform expanded to Kashmir and the north-west of India, not without 
undergoing, in the course of time, substantial transformation: dialectical and metaphysical in origin, it soon 
became tinged with magic, underwent the influence of the alchemical school and finally ended up in the 
tantric Buddhism of the Vajrayana. To sketch even briefly this long history would take us too far away; 
here I will return to the Mpps and its first fifteen chapters of which a brief analysis must be given. 


The first part of the Nidana or Prologue of the Pancavimsati begins, as all sutras do, with the traditional 
profession of faith: Evam maya srutam ekasmin samaye, and provides proof of its authenticity by making 
known the place where the sutra was preached, by whom and to whom: 'Thus have I heard at one time. The 
Bhagavat was dwelling at Rajagrha on Grdrakutaparvata, together with a great assembly of 500 bhiksus 
endowed, except for Ananda, with eleven excellent qualities, with 500 bhiksums, 500 upasakas and 500 
upasikas, with an immense crowd of bodhisattva- mahasattvas endowed with 28 qualities and led by the 22 
principal ones among them.' 

The Mpps devotes thirteen chapters of commentary on this first part: 

Chapter I: The twenty reasons why the Buddha preached the Prajhdpdramitd. 

Chapters II-III: Explanation of the phrase: 'Thus have I heard at one time'. 

Chapter II: Word-for-word explanation. 

Chapter III: General explanation. 

Chapter IV: Explanation of the word Bhagavat and other epithets applied to the Buddha. - Dissertation on 
the omniscience of the Buddha. 

Chapter V: The place of the sutra: The abodes ( vihdra ) of the Buddha. - Grdhrakutaparvata. - The frequent 
sojourns of the Buddha at Rajagrha and SravastT. - The Buddha's preferences for Rajagrha and 
Grdhrakutaparvata. 

Chapters VI-XIII: The assembly surrounding the Buddha 


35 See H.D. Sankalia, The University of Nalanda, Madras, 1934; Annual Bibliography of Indian Archeology, I (1936), p. 
12-13; III (1928), p. 19-20; VIII (1933), p. 8; IX (1934), p. 4. 
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Chapter VI: The assembly of bhiksus: What should be understood by bhiksu and samgha. - The eleven 
qualities of the bhiksus who were present. - Why the arhats surround the Buddha. - Why Ananda is not an 
arhat. - Origin of his name. 

Chapter VII: The assembly of bhiksunls, upasakas and upasikas. 

Chapter VIII-XIII: The assembly of bodhisattva-mahasattvas. 

1. Chapter VIII: The bodhisattva: his place in the assembly. - Definition of the word. - 
Bodhisattva with regression and without regression. - The bodhisattva in the Abhidharma system. - The 
bodhisattva in the Mahayana system. 

2. Chapter IX: The epithet mahasattva applied to the bodhisattva. 

3. Chapter X: Qualities of the bodhisattva: no 1 to 18. 

4. Chapter XI: Qualities of the bodhisattva: no. 19 to 21. 

5. Chapter XII: Qualities of the bodhisattva: no. 22 to 24. 

6. Chapter XIII: Qualities of the bodhisattva: no. 25 to 29. - The twenty-two main bodhisattvas. 

Chapters XIV and XV comprise the second part of the Prologue. They appear as a play in ten acts of which 
here is a summary after a short analysis of the Mpps in k. 9, p. 122b24-122c6. 

Act I. The Buddha enters into the Samadhirajasamadhi. - He emerges from it and smiles a first 
time with his whole body ( san’akaya ). - Light rays come forth from the soles of his feet and the other 
parts of his body. - He lights up the trichiliocosm and the universes of the ten directions; the beings 
touched by them are established in bodhi. 

Act II. The Buddha smiles a second time by all the pores of his skin (sarvaromakupa) ; light rays 
come forth illuminating the trichiliocosm and the universes of the ten directions; beings touched by them 
are established in bodhi. 

Act III. The Buddha, by means of his usual effulgence (prakrtiprabha), lights up the trichiliocosm 
and the universes of the ten directions; beings touched by this light are fixed in bodhi. 

Act IV. The Buddha stretches out his tongue and covers the trichiliocosm with it; he smiles a third 
time and light rays are emanated from his tongue; on each of them there appear lotuses on which are seated 
imaginary Buddhas who preach the six paramitas; beings who hear them are established in bodhi. 

Act V. The Buddha who has entered into Simhaviknditasamadhi shakes the trichiliocosm in six 
ways. - Description of the sixfold shaking of the earth. - The softening of the earth makes beings joyful. - 
Beings plunged into the bad destinies of the trichiliocosm are reborn among humans or the gods of 
kamadhatu. - They turn to the Buddha to pay homage to him. - The same scene is reproduced in the 
universes of the ten directions. - In the trichiliocosm, the weak, the sick and the crippled are healed. - All 
beings are filled with brotherly benevolence; they practice the virtues, are celibate, experience great 
happiness and rejoice in marvelous wisdom. 

Ace VI. The Buddha manifests his supernatural qualities in the trichiliocosm. 
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Act VII. The Buddha shows his ordinary ( prakrtyatmabhava ) body to the inhabitants of the 
trichiliocosm who come to him with flowers. - They throw these to the Buddha. - The flowers form a 
belvedere ( kutdgdra ) in the air. - Garlands and bouquets hang from it. - The trichiliocosm and the universes 
of the ten directions take on a golden color. - Each being has the impression that the Buddha is speaking to 
him in particular. 

Act VIII. The Buddha smiles a fourth time and, in the light of this smile, beings of the 
trichiliocosm and the universes of the ten directions become aware of one another. 

Act IX. At the ends of the universes of the eastern direction, the buddha Ratnakara reigns over the 
Ratnavati universe. - The bodhisattva Samantarasmi asks him the reason for these marvels that he sees. - 
Ratnakara explains to him that they are due to the power of the Buddha Sakyamuni who reigns over the 
Saha universe. - Samantarasmi offers to go and pay homage to him. - Ratnakara approves, entrusts him 
with compliments and precious lotuses for Sakyamuni and makes some recommendations to him. - 
Samantarasmi, accompanied by other bodhisattvas, starts his journey to the Saha universe. - Before 
departing, he bows to the Buddhas of the East. 

Act X. Samantarasmi, laden with gifts, arrives before Sakyamuni and prostrates at his feet. - He 
greets him in the name of the Buddha Ratnakara and gives him the lotuses which the latter had intended for 
him. - Sakyamuni throws the lotuses to the Buddhas of the East. - They immediately fill all the universes of 
the East. - On each of them, an imaginary buddha preaches the six paramitas; the beings who receive the 
teachings are established in bodhi. - Samantarasmi and his entourage pay homage to Sakyamuni. - The 
scenes related to Acts IX and X are reproduced to the ends of the other nine directions. - The Saha universe 
is transformed in a marvelous way. - It becomes the equal of the most eminent buddha-field 
(buddhaksetra). - Sakyamuni gazes upon the immense assembly gathered before him. 

Let the reader not be deceived. This prologue which, at first reading, may appear as a web of childishness, 
is really a work of precision where every word counts, where every phrase, meticulously chosen, is 
arranged in a definite order according to a precise purpose. It is the culmination of long centuries of 
scholasticism. To interpret it correctly a commentary is indispensable, but the Mpps furnishes every 
desirable explanation for this purpose. It is an enormous compilation abounding in quotations of all kinds 
made, for the most part, without any precise reference. I [Lamotte] have attempted to identify them 
throughout the entire Buddhist literature, both canonical and post-canonical. The second fire at the Louvain 
Library, by restricting me once again to the meager resources of my personal library, made this hunt for 
references especially difficult. Therefore I did not have access to the Dictionnaire des noms propres du 
bouddhisme indien by C. Akanuma which would have been useful; on the other hand, I managed to glean 
from Malalasekara's Dictionary of Pali Proper Names the volume of notes appended by E. Chavannes to 
his translation of Cinq cents contes et apologues tires du Tripitaka chinois, and the rich references gathered 
by L. de La Vallee Poussin in his translation of Vasubandu's Abhidharmakosa. By furthering the research 
and crosschecking, I have succeeded in gathering quite a rich harvest of references which, I hope, will be 
useful to those who one day will continue this work. If some of my notes have been extended seemingly 
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abnormally, it is because I have tried to present a complete record of sources from which the Mpps was 
able to draw. It will, I hope, untangle some general conclusions which 1 intend to formulate in a later work. 

Despite the difficulties of the times, the Fondation Universitaire has continued its kindness by defraying 
the expense of printing the present volume as generously as in the past and I express all my gratitude. Flow 
could I not also name J. Duculot, my faithful editor, who knew how to overcome all the obstacles so as to 
give this work a suitable presentation. 


E. Lamotte 
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ABBREVIATIONS 


Abhisamayalamkara 

Acta Or. 

Aloka 

AM 

An. Bibl. 

Anguttara 

- tr. Woodward-Hare 

- tr. Nyanatiloka 

AO 

Apadana 
AR. Arch. Surv. 

Astasahasrika 

Atanatikasutra 

AtthasalinI 

-tr. Tin, Expositor 

Aung, Compendium 

Avadanakalpalata 

Avadanasataka 

- tr. Feer 

Bagchi 

Barth, Oeuvres 
BCLS 

Beal, Catena 

Beal, Romantic Legend 


Abhisayalamkaraprajnaparamitopadesasastra, ed. Th. Stcherbatsky-E. 
Obermiller (Bibl. Buddh. No. XXIII), Leningrad, 1929. 

Acta Orientalia, Leyden, since 1922. 

Abhisamayalamkaraloka, ed. U. Wogihara, Tokyo, 1932-1935. 

Asia Major, Leipzig, since 1924. 

Annual Bibliography of Indian Archeology. Kern Institute, Leyden, 
since 1928. 

Anguttaranikaya, ed. R. Morris-E. Hardy, 5 vol. (PTS), London, 1885- 
1900. 

F. L. Woodward-E. M. Hare, Gradual Sayings, 5 vol. (PTS), London, 
1932-1936. 

Nyanatiloka, Die Reden des Buddha aus dem A.N. iibersetzt, 5 vol., 
Miinchen, s.d. 

Achiv Orientalni, Journal of the Czechoslovak Oriental Institute, 
Prague, since 1929. 

ed. M.E. Lilley, 2 vol. (PTS), London, 1925-1927. 

Annual Report of the Archeological Survey of India, New Series, since 
1874. 

Astasahasrika Prajnaparamita, ed. R. Mitra (Bibl. Ind.), Calcutta, 1888 
seq. 

Bruchstiicke des A., ed. H. Hoffmann (Klein. Sanskrit-Texte, No. V), 
Leipzig, 1939. 

ed. E, Muller (PTS), London, 1897. 

P.M. Tin, The Expositor, 2 vol. (PTS), London, 1921. 

S.Z. Aung, Compendium of Philosophy, transl. of the 

Abhidhammatthasamgaha (PTS), London, 1929. 

ed. S.C. Das, 2 vol. (Bibl. Ind.), Calcutta, 1888-1918. 

ed. J.S. Speyer, 2 vol. (Bibl. Buddh. No. Ill), St. Petersburg, 1902- 

1909. 

L. Feer, Avadanasataka, Cent legendes bouddhiques (AMG No. 

XVIII), Paris, 1891. 

P.C. Bagchi, Le Canon bouddhique en Chine, 2 vol. (Sino-Indica No. I, 
IV), Paris, 1927-1938. 

Oeuvres de Auguste Barth, 5 vol., Paris, 1914-1827. 

Bulletin de la Classe des Lettres et des Sciences morales et politiques, 
Academie Royale de Belgique. 

S. Beal, A Catena of Buddhist Scriptures, London, 1871. 

S. Beal, Romantic Legend ofSdkya Buddha, London, 1875. 


15 



Beckh, Buddhismus 

BEFEO 

Bhadracari 

Bhadramayakara 

Bhavasamkranti 

Bhavya 

Bhiksumpratimoksa 

Bibl. B. 

Bigandet, Gaudama 

Bodh. bhumi 
Bodhicaryavatara 
- tr. Lav. 


- tr. Finot 

BS 

BSOS 

Buddhacarita 

- tr. Johnston 

Buddhavamsa 
-tr. Law 

Bukkyo daijiten 
Burgess, Amaravatl 

Burnouf 

Bumouf, Lotus 
Bu ston 

CAGI 

Cariyapitaka 


H. Beckh, Buddhismus, Buddha und seine Lehre, 2 vol. (Sammlung 
Goschen No. 174, 770), 3rd ed., Berlin-Leipzig, 1928. 

Bulletin de l'Ecole francaise d' Extreme Orient, Hanoi, since 1901. 
ed.-tr. K. Watanabe, Leipzig, 1912. 

Bhadramayakaravyakarana, ed.-tr. K. Regamey (Warsaw Publications, 
no. Ill), Varsovie, 1938. 

Bhavasamkrantisutra, ed. N.A. Shastn, Adyar Library, 1938. 

tr. in M. Walleser, Die Sekten des alten Buddhismus, Heidelberg, 1927, 

p. 78-93. 

Bmchstiicke des B., ed. E. Waldschmidt (Klein. Sanskrit-Texte No. 

Ill), Leipzig, 1926. 

Bibliographic Bouddhique, Paris, since 1930. 

P. Bigandet, Vie ou legende de Gaudama, le Bouddha des Birmans, 
Paris, 1878. 

Bodhisattvabhumi, ed. U. Wogihara, 2 vol., Tokyo, 1930. 
ed. P. Minayeff, St. Petersburg, 1890. 

L. de La Vallee Poussin, Introduction a la pratique des futures 
Bouddhas, Paris, 1907. 

L. Finot, La marche a la lumiere (Classiques de l'Orient, No. II), Paris, 
1920. 

Buddhistic Studies, ed. B.C. Law, Calcutta, 1931. 

Bulletin of the School of Oriental Studies, London, since 1917. 
ed. E.H. Johnston (Punjab Un. Publications No. XXXI), Calcutta, 

1936. 

E.H. Johnston, Acts of the Buddha (Punjab Un. Publications, No. 

XXXII), Calcutta, 1936. 

ed. R. Morris (PTS), London, 1882. 

B.C. Law, Lineage of the Buddha (Minor Anthologies, No. Ill), 
London, 1938. 

2nd ed., Tokyo, 1928. 

J. Burgess, The Buddhist Stupa of Amaravatl and Jaggayyapeta, 
London, 1887. 

E. Burnouf, Introduction a Vhistoire du Bouddhisme Indien, 2nd ed., 
Paris, 1876. 

E. Burnouf, Le Lotus de la Bonne Loi, 2 vol., 1st ed., Paris, 1852. 

Bu ton. History of Buddhism , tr. E Obermiller, 2 vol. (Materialen zur 
Kunde des Buddhismus No. 18, 19), Heidelberg, 1931-1932. 
Cunningham's Ancient Geography of India, ed. Majumdar, Calcutta, 
1924. 

ed. R. Morris (PTS), London, 1882. 
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- tr. Law 


Catuhsataka 

It 

Chavannes 

Chavannes 

Chavannes, Tou-kiue 

CHI 

Combaz, Inde et Orient 
Coomaraswamy, Bodhgayd 

Cordier 

Csoma-Feer 

Cunningham 

Dasabhhumika 

Dasasahasrika 

De Groot, Code 
Dey, Geogr. Diet. 

Dhammapada 

Dhammapadattha 

- tr. Burlingame 

Dhammasamgam 

- ed. Rh. D. 

Dharmasamgraha 

DIgha 

- tr. Franke 


B. C. Law, Collection of ways of conduct (Minor Anthologies No. Ill), 
London, 1838. 

ed. V. Bhattacharya, Part II (Visva-Bharati Series No. II), Calcutta, 
1931. 

ed. P. Vaidya, Etudes sur Aiyadeva et son C., Paris, 1923. 

Chavannes, Cinq cents Contes et Apologues extraits du Tripitaka 
chinois , 4 vol., Paris, 1910-1934. 

Chavannes, Memoires sur les Religieux eminents...par I-tsing, Paris, 
1894. 

Chavannes, Documents sur les Tou-kiue (Turcs) Occidentaux, St. 
Petersburg, 1900. 

Cambridge History of India, ed. E.J.Rapson, I, Cambridge, 1922. 

G. Combaz, L 'Inde et YOrient classique, 2 vol. Paris, 1937. 

A. Coomaraswamy, La sculpture de Bodhgayd (Ars Asiatica No. 
XVIII), Paris, 1935. 

P. Cordier, Catalogue du Fonds Tibetain de la Bibliotheque National, 
part III, Paris, 1915. 

A. Csoma de Koros-L. Feer, Analyse du Kandjour (AMG No. II), 
Paris, 1881. 

A. Cunningham, The Stupa ofBhdrhut, London, 1879. 
ed. J. Rahder, Louvain, 1926. 

Dasasahasrika Prajnaparamita, ed. S. Konow (Avhandlinger Utgitt 
Norske Akad. No. I), Oslo, 1941. 

J.J.M. De Groot, Le Code du Mahay ana en Chine, Amsterdam. 1893. 
N. Dey, Geographical Dictionaiy of ancient and mediaeval India, 2nd 
ed. (COS, no. 21), 1927. 

ed.-tr; C. Rhys-Davids (Minor Anthologies No. I), London, 1931. 

The Commentary on the Dhammapada, ed. H. Smith-H.C. Norman, 5 
vol. (PTS), London, 1909-1925. 

E.W. Burlingame, Buddhist Legends, 3 vol. HOS No. 28-30), 

Cambridge M., 1921. 

ed. M. Muller (PTS), London, 1883. 

C. Rhys-Davids, Buddhist Manual of Psychological Ethics (Or. Tr. 
Fund No. XII), London, 1923. 

ed. M. Miiller-H. Wenzel (An. Ox.-Aryan Series, vol. I, part V), 
Oxford, 1885. 

DIghanikaya, ed. T.W. Rhys Davids-E.J. Carpenter, 3 vol. (PYS), 
London, 1890-1911. 

R.O. Franke, D. in auswahl ubersetzt, Gottingen, 1913. 
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- tr. Rh. D. 

DIpavamsa 

Divyavadana 

- tr. Zimmer 
Dutt, Mahayana 
EA 

Ecke-Demieville, Twin Pagodas 

El 

Eliot 

ERE 

EZ 

Fa hien, tr. Legge 
Feer, Extraits 

Ferguson, Tree and Serpent 
Worship 

FHRI 

Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique 

Foucher, Beginnings ofB. Art 
Foucher, Iconographie 

Gandavyuha 

Geiger 

Glasenapp, Buddhismus 

Glasenapp, Buddh. Mysterien 
Goloubew, Ajahtd 

Grousset, As/e Orientate 

Grousset, Histoire de I'E.-O 
Grousset, L 'Inde 
Grousset, Philos. Indiennes 


T. W. Rhys-Davids, Dialogues of the Buddha (SBB No. 2, 3, 4). 

London, 1899-1921. 

ed.-tr. H. Oldenberg, London, 1879. 

ed. E.B. Cowell-R.A. Neil, Cambridge, 1886. 

FI. Zimmer, Karman, ein buddh. Legendenkranz, Miinchen, 1925. 

N. Dutt, Aspects of Mahayana Buddhism (COS No. 23), London, 1930. 
Etudes Asiatiques published on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of 
l'Ecole francaise diExtreme-Orient. 

G. Ecke-P. Demieville, The Twin Pagodas ofZayton, Cambridge M., 
1935. 

Epigraphia Indica, Calcutta, since 1892. 

C. Eliot, Hinduism and Buddhism, 3 vol., London, 1921. 
Encyclopedoia of Religion and Ethics ed. by J. hasrtings, 12 vol., 
Edinburgh, 1908-1921. 

Epigraphia Zeylanica, Oxford, since 1904. 

J. Legge, A Record of buddhistic Kingdoms, Oxford, 1886. 

L. Feer, Fragments extraits du Kandjour (AMG No. VO, Paris, 1883. 

J. Ferguson, Tree and Serpent Worship, London, 1873. 

Fontes histoiriae religionum indicarum, coll. B. Breloer and F. Bomer, 
Bonnae, 1939. 

A. Foucher, L Art Greco-bouddhique de Gandhdra, 2 vol. Paris, 1905- 
1922. 

A. Foucher, The Beginnings of Buddhist Art, Paris-London, 1917. 

A. Foucher, Etudes sur I 1 Iconographie bouddhique de Vlnde, 2 vol., 
Paris, 1900-1905. 

ed. D.T. Suzuki-H. Idzumi, 4 fasc., Kyoto, 1934-1936. 

M. u. W. Geiger, Pali Dhamma (ABayA No.XXXI, 1), Miinchen, 

1920. 

H. v. Glasenapp, Der Buddhismus in Indien und im Femes Osten, 
Berlin-Zurich, 1936. 

H. v. Glasenapp, Buddhistischen Mysterien, Stuttgart, 1940. 

V. Goloubew, Ajahtd. les peintures de la premiere grotte (Ars Asiatica 
No. X), Paris, 1927. 

R. Grousset, L Asie Orientate des origins au XVe siecle (Histoire 
Generate. - Moyen Age X), Paris, 1941. 

R. Grousset, Histoire de I'Extreme-Orient, 2 vol., Paris, 1929. 

R. Grousset, Les Civilisations de TOrient, Vol II: L ’Inde, Paris, 1930. 
R. Grousset, Les Philosophes indiennes, 2 vol., Paris, 1931. 
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Griinwedel, Buddh. Kultstatten 
Griinwedel, Myth. d. Buddh. 
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Hardy, Manual 
Hiuan tsang, tr. Beal 
Hiuan tsang, tr. Watters 

HJAS 

Hobogirin 

Hoernle, Remains 

Hopkins, Epic Mythology 

Hultasch, Inscr. Of Asoka 
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Itivuttaka 

- tr. Seidenstiicker 
JA 
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Jataka 

- tr. Cowell 

Jatakalamala 

- tr. Speyer 

Jolly, Recht und Sitte 
Jouveau-Dubreuil, 

Archeologie 
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Kalpanamanditika 

Karandavyuha 

Karmashataka 


A. Griinwedel, Altbuddhistische Kultstatten in Chinesisch-Turkistan, 
Berlin, 1912. 

A. Griinwedel, Mythologie des Buddhismus in Tibet und der Mongolei, 
Leipzig, 1900. 

ed. B. Bhattacharyya (GOS No. LIII), Baroda, 1931. 

M.M. Hallade, La composition plastique dans les Reliefs de Vlnde, 
Paris, 1942. 

S. Hardy, Manual of Buddhism, London, 1860. 

S. Beal, Buddhist Records of the Western World, 2 vol., London, 1884. 

T. Watters, On Yuan Chwang’s Travels in India, 2 vol., London, 1904- 
1905. 

Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies, Harvard University, since 1936. 
Encyclopedic Dictionary of Buddhism according to Chinese and 
Japanese sources (Ed.-in-chief, P. Demieville), Paris, 1929 seq. 

R. Hoernle, Manuscript Remains of Buddhist Literature found in 
Eastern Turkestan, Vol. I, Oxford, 1916. 

E.W. Hopkins, Epic Mythology (Gmndriss d. IA Phil.), Strassburg, 
1915. 

E. Hultzsch, Inscriptions of Asoka (CII, vol. I), Oxford, 1915. 

Indian Antiquary, Bombay, since 1872. 

Indian Historical Quarterly, Calcutta, since 1925. 
ed. E.Windisch (PTS), London, 1890. 

K. Seidenstiicker, Itivuttaka, Leipzig, 1921. 

Journal Asiatique, Paris, since 1822. 

Journal of the American Oriental Society, New York, since 1849. 
ed. V. Fausboll, 6 vol., London, 1877-1896. 

The Jataka or Stories of the Buddha's Former Births, tr. under the 
editorship of E.B. Cowell, 6 vol.,Cambridge, 1895-1907. 
ed. H. Kern (HOS No. I), Boston, 1891. 

J.S. Speyer, Garland of Birth Stories (SBB No. I), London, 1895. 

J. Jolly, Recht und Sitte (Gmndriss d. IA Phil.), Strassburg, 1896. 

G. Jouveau-Dubreuil, Archeologie du Sud de l ’Inde. 2 vol., 

(AMG No. XXVI-XXVII), Paris, 1914. 

Journal of the Pali Text Society, London, since 1882. 

Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, London, since 1834. 

Bruchstiicke der K., ed. H. Luders (Klein. Sanskrit-Texte No. II), 
Leipzig, 1926. 

ed. S.Y.Samasrami, Calcutta, 1871. 

ed.-tr. E. Lamotte, Le Traite de l’Acte de Vasubandhu (Extrait des 
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Kathavatthu 
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Kosa 
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Abhidharmakosa de Vasubandhu, tr. and ann. By L. de La Vallee 
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L. de La Vallee Poussin, Theorie des douze causes (Univ. Ghent. - 
Recueil, Fasc. No. 40), Ghent, 1913. 

L. de La Vallee Poussin, Indo-europeens st Indo-iraniens: I’Inde 
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CHAPTER I: EXPLANATION OF ARGUMENTS 


[k. 1, p. 57c] The prajnaparamita is a great path which the Buddha has travelled, 
The prajnaparamita is a great sea which the Buddha has drained. 

The true meaning of the prajnaparamitas is not closed to the Buddha: 

I prostrate to the prajnaparamita and the unequalled Buddha. 3 6 

Ceaseless destruction of the two views of existence and non-existence,37 
The true nature of the things preached by the Buddha, 

Eternal, stable, immutable, purifying the passions: 

I prostrate to the venerable Dharma of the Buddha, 

The noble Assembly - a great sea - cultivates the field of merits^ ^ 

Saiksas and asaiksas serve as its ornament. 

It has destroyed the thirst that produces rebirths,39 
Suppressed the feeling of'mine' and destroyed its root.^O 

Having renounced the things of the world, 

It is the seat of all the qualities. 

It is foremost among all the assemblies: 


36 The first four stanzas are a homage to the Three Jewels ( triratna ): the Buddha, the Dhanna and the Community 
(satngha ). In the first, the Prajnaparamita is closely associated with the praise of the Buddha, for it is the Mother of the 
Buddhas (cf. Mpps, T 1509, k. 4, p. 93a; k. 34, p. 314a; k. 70, p. 550a. - Mahaprajnaparamitasutra, T 220, k. 441; p. 224c. 
- Pancavimsati, T 223, k. 14, p. 323b) 

37 The view of existence and non-existence ( bhavavibhavadrsti) also called view of belief in the extremes 
(i antagrahadrsti ) consists of believing in eternity ( sasvata ) or extinction ( uccheda). It has been formally condemned many 
times by the Buddha and by Nagarjuna. Cf. Samyutta, II, p. 17: Sabbam atthiti ay am eko anto, sabbam natthiti ay am 
dutiyo anto. Ete te ubho ante anupagamma majjhena Tathagato dhammam deseti - Madh. karika, XV, 10, p. 272-273: 

astiti sasvatagraho ndstTty ucchedadarsanam / 
tasmad astitvanastitve ndsnyeta vicaksanah // 

38 I.e., the Buddha who is the punyaksetra par excellence. 

39 The trsnapaunarbhaikT that 'leads from rebirth to rebirth, accompanied by pleasure and envy, which finds its pleasure 
here and there: the thirst for pleasure, the thirst for existence, the thirst for impermanence' (Vinaya, I, p. 10). 

The belief in 'me' and 'mine' (dlmdlmtyagrdha) which makes up the satkayadrsti. 
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I prostrate to this Assembly that is pure and full of merits. 


Having venerated the Three Jewels whole-heartedly, 

I also supplicate the saviors of the world, Maitreya, etc., 

Sariputra, foremost among sages, 

Subhuti, who practices the aranasamadhiA ' 

Now, according to my skill, 1 wish to explain 
The true meaning of Mahaprajnaparamita. 

I would wish that all people of great merit and noble wisdom 
Give their full attention to my words. 

Question. - For what reasons ( hetupratyaya ) did the Buddha preach the Mo ho pan jo po lo mi king 
(Mahaprajhaparamitasutra)?4- The Buddhas do not preach the Dharma (, dharmam desayati) without a 
reason ( niddna ) or for a futile motive ( kdiya ). It is like the Sin mi (Sumeru), king of mountains 
(parvatardja ), which does not tremble without a reason or for a futile cause. What then are these solemn 
reasons that determined the Buddha to preach the Prajnaparamitasutra? 

[p. 58a] Answer. - In the Tripitaka, the Buddha developed many kinds of comparisons ( drstanta ), but 
when he preached to the sravakas, he did not speak about the bodhisattva path ( bodhisattvamdrga ). It is 
only in the Tchong a han pen mo king (Purvaparantakasutra of the Madhyamagama)43 that the Buddha 


41 The aranasamadhi is the power to prevent the arising of passion in others. The bibliography for this subject is in 
Samgraha, p. 53. - Subhuti is the foremost of the aranaviharins (Anguttara, I, p. 24); see M. Walleser, Die Streitlosigkeit 
des Subhuti, Heidelberg, 1917. 

4- By Mahaprajnaparamitasutra, the author probably means the collection of the Prajna literature and particularly the 
Pancavimsati of which the Mpps is the commentary. 

43 The Pen mo king 'Sutra of the beginning and the end’ is known in three Chinese recensions: 

1) The Chouo pen king of Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 66), k. 13, p. 508c-51 lc; 2) the Kou lai che che king, T 44, p. 829b- 
830c; 3) the Pop'o li king of Hien yu king, T 202 (no. 57), k. 12, p. 432b-436c. - The Sanskrit title, Purvaparantakasutra, 
has two citations as evidence from the Karmavibhanga, p. 39 and 67; the Tibetan title, Snon dan phyi mthahi mdo, is 
known by a citation from the Maitreyavyakarana, v. 2 - For this sutra, see also S. Levi, Maitreya le consolateur, ML, II, 
p. 362-363. 

The literature on Maitreya is considerable, but of rather late date: 

Pali sources: Dlgha, III. p. 75 seq.; Suttanipata, Ajitasdnavapuccha, v. 1932-2039, and Tissameyyamdnavapuccha, v. 
1040-1042; Milinda, p. 159; Atthasalini, p. 361, 415, 431; Visuddhimagga, II, p. 434; Mahavamsa, XXXII, v. 81 seq; 
Anagatavamsa, JPTS, 1886. 

Sanskrit and Chinese sources; Mahavastu, I, p. 51; III, p. 246; P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 135, p. 135, p. 698b; Chouen tcheng 
li louen, T1562, k. 38, p. 559a; Kosa III, p. 193; VII, p. 129; IX, p. 269; Kosavyakhya, p. 21, 293; Siddhi, p. 176, 418, 
622, 737, 772; Maitreyavyakarana, ed. S. Levi, ML, II, p. 381-402; T 348, 349, 1143, 1525. 
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predicted ( vydkarana ) to bodhisattva Mi lo (Maitreya): "Later you will become the Buddha with the name 
of Maitreya."44 But even there, he said nothing about the various bodhisattva practices ( bodhisattvacaiyd ). 
Here the Buddha wishes to explain the bodhisattva practices to Maitreya, etc., and this is why he preaches 
the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra. 

2. Moreover, there are bodhisattvas who cultivate ( bhdvayanti) the concentration of recollection of the 
Buddhas (buddhdnusmrtisamadhi).^-’ In order that they progress in this samadhi, the Buddha preached the 
Mahaprajnaparamitasutra to them. Thus, in the first chapter of the Prajnaparamita, it is said: "Manifesting 
the basis of his miraculous power (. rddhipdda), the Buddha emits golden ( suvanarupa ) rays (: rasmi) that 
light up in the ten directions ( dasadis ) universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges 
(gangdnadfvdlukopama lokadhatu). Showing his great body ( mahdkdya ) of pure light ( visuddhdvabhdsa) 
and of various colors ( ndndvudharupa ), he fills all of space ( dkdsa ). In the middle of the assembly 
( parsad ), the Buddha is upright (riju), beautiful (, abhirupa ), peerless (asama), like Sumeru, king of the 
mountains, in the center of the great ocean. "46 The bodhisattvas, seeing this miracle (pratiharya) of the 
Buddha, progress ever further in the recollection of the Buddha. It is for this reason that the Buddha 
preaches the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra. 

3. Furthermore, at the moment of his birth ( janman ), the Bodhisattva^ emits great rays of light (rasmi) 
that fill the ten directions (dasadis), takes seven steps (saptapdda) and contemplates the four directions 
(caturdisahpanksate); proclaiming the lion's roar (simhandda), he utters this stanza: 

I have been bom, my births are ended: 

This is my last existence. 


Central Asian sources: In eastern Iranian, the Maitreyasamiti; in Tokharian, fragments of the Maitreyasamitinataka (Toch. 
Sprachreste, p.254, n.); in Sogdian, the TSP of Benveniste, p. 29, 115. 

Modem works: N. Peri, BEFEO, XI, 1911, p. 439-457; P. Demieville, BEFEO, 1920, XX, p. 158; XXIV, 1924, p. 240- 
241; Przyluski, Le N.-O. de Unde, p. 58; Le Parinirvana , p. 161, 178, 205, 332; La croyance au Messie dans I'Inde at 
dans I'lran, RHR, vol. C, no. 1, Jul.-Aug. 1920, p. 1-12; Un dieu iranien dans I'inde, RO, VII, 1931, p. 1-9; S. Levi, Les 
seize Arhat, Extract from JA 1028, p. 14, 53; Le sutra du sage et du fou, JA Oct.-Dec. 1025, p. 320-326; Maitreya le 
consolateur , ML, II, p. 355-492; R. Abegg, Der Messias-glaube in Indien undIran, Berlin, 1928. 

44 Purvaparanatakasutra, T 26, k. 13, p. 511a: Later, a long time from now, when the duration of human life will be 
80,000 years, you will be Buddha with the name Maitreya Tathagata, arhat .... - Dlgha, III, p. 75: asitivassasahassayukesu 
bhikkhave manussesu Metteyyo ndma bhagavd loke uppajjissati, araham ....; Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 6), k. 6, p. 41c. 

4^ For buddhanusmritisamadhi, see below, k. 7, p. 108c-109b. 

4® The miracle of the Buddha is described in k. 7, p. 111a. 

4^ This paragraph contains a biography of the Buddha. Short and hackneyed though it is, it contains some revealing 
details that allow it to be placed in the evolution of the Buddha legend. It is later than the sparse biographical fragments in 
the Nikaya-Agama, of which the Nidanakatha is but the development. On the other hand, it presents several points of 
contact with the following biographies of the Buddha: sections of the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, Mahavastu, 
Lalitavistara, Buddhacarita, Chinese Lives (T 184-192). - Modern works: Becke, Buddhismus, I; Kern Histoire, I, p. 19- 
291; Kern, Manual, p. 12-46; Oldenberg, Bouddha, p. 83-225; Fischel, Leben, p. 21-49; Senart, Legende; Thomas, Life of 
the Buddha', Waldenschmidt, Legende. 
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1 have attained liberation. 
Henceforth 1 will save beings. 


4^ Mus, Barabudur, p. 475-576, has a study on the 'seven steps of the Buddha and the doctrine of the pure lands' in 
which, with his usual skill, he attempts to untangle the symbolism of this legendary act. I [Lamotte] add some infonnation 
drawn from the Chinese sources. In sequence, the Nikaya-agamas, the Vinayas and finally the Lives of the Buddha are 
examined in turn. 

1) Majjima, III, p. 123: Sampatijato, Ananda, bodhisatto .... dani punabbhavo ti. - Tr.: As soon as he was born, the 
Bodhisattva, placing his feet flat upon the earth, turned to the north, took seven strides (double steps), and with a white 
parasol behind him, pronounced: "I am the foremost in the world, I am the best in the world, I am the eldest in the world; 
this is my last birth; there will be no further need for a new existence for me." 

2) In Digha, II, p. 15, the same actions and the same words are attributed to all future Buddhas. By contrast, the 
corresponding passages of the Chinese Agamas show significant differences. 

3) Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 32), k. 8, p. 470b: I have heard it said that the Bhagavat, at the moment of his birth, took seven 
steps without any fear, terror or dread. 

4) Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 1), k. 1, p. 4b-c: The Bodhisattva Vipasyin, at birth, came out of his mother's right side with 
untroubled mind. Having come out of her right side, he came down to the ground and took seven steps, without the 
support of anyone. He looked around in the four directions, raised his hand and said: "Alone, I am the eldest (jyestha) in 
heaven and on earth. I will enable beings to pass beyond birth (jati ), old age (jam), sickness ( vyadhi ) and death 
(marana)." 

- ‘To pass beyond' here means 'to escape from', 'to save from'. 

In the Vinayas, we include not only the Mulasarvastivasdin Vinaya but also the Mahavastu which appears to be the 
Vinaya of the Mahasamghika Lokottaravada. 

5) Ken pen chouo...p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 2, p. 108a: According to the usual rule, after his birth, the Bodhisattva stood 
on the earth and without anyone's support, took seven steps. Gazing in the four directions, he spoke these words: "I am 
the first ( agra ) of all beings; this is the southern region: I am worthy of the offerings (puja) of beings; this is the region of 
the east: I am one of the elect ( niyata); I will undergo no rebirth ( punarbhava): this is the region of the north: I have now 
left the great ocean of samsara." - Cf. Rockhill, Life, p. 16. 

6) Mahavastu, II, p. 20: Bodhisattvo smrto .... sapta paddni kramatHjatammatro ca .... ca uhati II 

Tr.: The Bodhisattva, aware and thoughtful, without hurting his mother, appeared from her right side. Weary of abiding 
within his mother's womb, he took seven steps. As soon as he was bom, he took seven steps on the earth, looked in the 
directions and uttered a great laugh. 

7) Two biographies of the Buddha, the Sieou hing pen k'i king, T 184, k. 1, p. 463, translated in 207 by Ta li, and the T'ai 
tseu jouei ying pen k'i king, T 185, k. 1, p. 473c, translated between 222-229 by Tche k'ien, tell the birth of the Buddha in 
almost the same words: He is bom from the right side and comes down to the earth. He takes seven steps and, raising his 
hand, says: "I am the eldest in heaven and on earth. The threefold world ( traidhatuka) is completely suffering. I will 
pacify it." 

By contrast, the various recensions of the Lalitavistara show notable differences. The oldest, that of Dharmaraksa (T 186) 
dates from 308, the most recent, that of Divakara (T187) dates from 683 and is closest to the Sanskrit text. 

8) P'ou yao king, T 186, k. 2, p. 494a: Then the Bodhisattva was born from the right side and at once came to life on a 
precious lotus ( ratnapadma). He came down to earth and took seven steps. Making the sounds of Brahma ( brahmasvara) 
heard, he spoke in an extraordinary tone: "I will save heaven and earth. I am the eldest (jyestha) of gods and men. I will 
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bring the sufferings of samsara to an end. Without superior ( anuttara ) in the threefold world, I will bring the everlasting 
peace of the Unconditioned ( asamskrta = nirvana) to all beings." 

9) Fang kouang ta tchouang yen king, T 187, k. 3, p. 553 compared with the Sanskrit text of the Lalitavistara, p. 84 (tr. 
Foucault, p. 78): At the end of ten months, the Bodhisattva came out of his mother's right side, aware and thoughtful, 
without any stain from his mother's womb. Flc looked at the universe and saw no-one like himself. 

Sanskrit text: Atha tasmin samaye ... bhavisyamisarvasattvanam. 

T 187: Then the Bodhisattva, endowed with awareness, judgment and right mind, without support, took seven steps to the 
north by himself. Beneath his feet, lotuses sprang up. Then the Bodhisattva, fearless and without terror, spoke these 
words: "I have obtained all the good dhannas. I will preach them to beings." Then facing the south, he took seven steps 
and said: "I am worthy of receiving the offerings of gods and men." Then facing the west, he took seven steps and said: "I 
am the eldest in the world, I am the best. This is my last birth. I will put an end to birth and old age, to sickness and 
death." Then facing the north, he took seven steps and said: "Among all beings, I will be without superior." Then facing 
the lower regions, he took seven steps and said: " I will triumph over the hordes of Mara and, in order to destroy the 
sufferings of the hells, fire, etc., I will send the great cloud of the Dharma, I will make the great rain of the Dharma to fall, 
and thus beings will enjoy complete happiness." Then facing the higher regions, he took seven steps and said: "I will be 
visible to all beings." 

10) Yi tch'ou p'ou sa pen k'i king, T 188, p. 618a: The prince was bom on the eighth day of the fourth month at midnight. 
He came out of his mother's right side and came down to earth. He took seven steps, his feet, four inches above the 
ground, did not tread upon the earth. Raising his right hand, he said: "I am the eldest in heaven and on earth; no-one can 
surpass me." 

11) Kouo k'iu hien tsai yin kouo king, T 189, k. 1, p. 627a: The royal prince was bom from the right side, came down 
onto a lotus made of the seven jewels (s aptaratnapadma) and took seven steps. Raising his right hand, he uttered the 
lion's roar ( simhanada): "Among gods and men, I am the eldest, the best ( srestha ). Endless transmigration is henceforth 
ended [for me]. My [last] existence will be of use to all, gods and men." 

12) Fo pen hing tsi king T 190, k. 8, p. 687b: After his birth and without the support of anyone, the Bodhisattva took 
seven steps in each of the four directions. At each step, under his feet there arose a great lotus. When he had taken these 
seven steps, he looked in the four directions: his eyes did not blink, his mouth uttered words. First looking in the east, he 
expressed himself in a way completely unlike that of a child, in correct language based on regular stanzas: "In the world, I 
am the conqueror par excellence. From today on, my births are ended." - Beal, Romantic Legend, p. 44. 

13) Buddhacarita, I, v. 14-15: anakulanyubjasamudgatani nispesavad.... bhayarthcikcinm uvaca II 

Tr. Johnston, p. 4: He who was like the constellation of the Seven Stars walked seven steps with such firmness that his 
feet were lifted up unwavering and straight, and the strides were long and set down firmly. And looking to the four 
quarters with the bearing of a lion, he uttered a speech proclaiming the truth: "I am born for enlightenment for the good of 
the world; this is my last birth in the world of phenomena". - Cf. Fo so hing tsan, T 192, k. 1. p. lb. 

14) The legend of Asoka relates the birth of the Bodhisattva quite briefly: cf. Divyavadana, p. 389: jatamatreka sa munih 
... garbhavasas ca pascimah II Tr.: As soon as he was born, he took seven steps on the earth, looked in the four directions 
and uttered this speech: "This is my last birth and my last sojourn in the womb." The identical passage in A yu wang 
tchouan, T 2042, k. 1, p. 103a; A yu wang king, T 2043, k. 2. p. 136c-137a. Cf. Przyluski, Asoka, p. 251. 

Later in appearance, the portion of the legend of Asoka incorporated in the Chinese Samyuktagama, Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 
604), k. 23, p. 166b-c: The Tathagata was born here. At his birth, he took seven steps. Looking in the four directions, he 
raised his hand and pointed to the sky: "This is my last existence. I will obtain the unexcelled path. Among gods and men, 
I am without superior and the eldest." 
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After this oath, he grew up. He decided to leave his parents and left home ( pravrajita ) in order to cultivate 
the unsurpassed path ( anuttaramarga ). In the middle of the night, he woke up and considered the ladies of 
honor and the courtesans (vesyd) of his harem ( antahpura ): their bodies appeared like rotting corpses.49 
He ordered Tch’fi ni (Chandaka) to saddle ( kcilpayati ) his white horse.^ At midnight he passed through the 
ramparts, traveled twelve miles (yojana ) and came to the hermitage ( dsrama ) where the rsi Po k'ie p’o 
(Bhargava)^! lived. With a knife, he cut his hair (asipattena cudam chinnati )52 and exchanged his 


15) The Nidanakatha, p. 53, follows the canonical version: Evam catasso disci... niccharento sihartddam nadi. 

16) References to the more recent sources in Kern, Manual, p. 13-14. 

Examination of these sources makes it clear that the Buddha's first words are intimately linked to the walk of seven steps 
and the examination of the cardinal directions. The group constitutes a legendary theme the symbolism of which, I 
[Lamotte] am afraid, is closed to us, but the successive transfonnations of which may be seen at a glance. 

The Bodhisattva took seven steps in one single direction, probably the north, (no. 1-4, 6-8), or in four directions (no. 5), 
or in six (no. 9), or in ten (no. 15). - He took these steps with his feet set flat on the ground (no. 1-8, 13-15), or resting on 
a lotus (no. 9, 11, 12), or raised above the ground to a height of four inches (no. 10). According to whether he directed 
himself in one or several directions, the Bodhisattva made a single declaration (no. 1-4, 7-8, 10-15), or four (no. 5), or six 
(no. 9). In only one text, he was content with laughing (no. 6). - The meaning of these words varies considerably: 
sometimes he proclaims himself to be the foremost in the world, the conqueror of transmigration (no. 1, 2, 5, 10, 12-15), 
sometimes he presents himself as the savior of the world (no. 7), sometimes he calls himself both master and savior at the 
same time (no. 8, 9, 11). These variations are very likely to be attributed to the influence of the schools, rationalist sects 
(Sthavira, Sarvastivadin) on the one hand, suprarationalist (Mahasamgika, Mahayana) on the other hand. But the 
representative moments have likewise had a repercussion on the settling of the legend of the Buddha. Cf. Foucher, Art 
Greco-bouddhique, I, p. 305-308. 

49 Sleep of the women: Ken pen chouo...p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 4, p. 115b (Rockhill, Life, p. 24); Mahavastu, II, p. 159; 
Lalitavistara, p. 205-208 (tr. Foucaux, p. 180-183); Buddhacarita, V, v. 43-66 (tr. Johnston, p. 69-74); Fieou tou tsi king, 
T 152 (no. 78), k. 7, p. 41b-42a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, T 184-194, tr. Beal, Romantic Legends, p. 130. 

50 Kanthaka, his famous steed. 

51 The Bodhisattva's halt at twelve yojanas from Kapilavastu in the hermitage of the rsi Bargava (or Vasista) is 
mentioned in Ken pen chouo...p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 4, p. 117b; Buddhacharita, VI, v. 1. - According to the 
Nidanakatha, p. 64, the Bodhisattva traveled thirty yojanas directly as far as the river Anoma; in the Falitavistara, p. 225, 
he traversed the land of the Sakyas, the Kodyas and the Mallas and arrived at daybreak at the city of Anuvaineya of the 
Maineyas. 

5- Cutting of the hair; e.g., in Nidanakatha, p. 64-65, tr. Kern, Histoire, p. 55-56: He thought: "This rich head-dress is 
not suitable for a monk; nor would it be suitable for the Bodhisattva to have his hair cut by another; that is why I will cut 
my hair myself with my sword." Upon which he took his sword in his right hand, his hair in his left hand and, in this way, 
cut his hair so short that it was a mere two inches long and covered his head, curling to the right. During his whole life, 
his hair kept this length; his mustache had a corresponding length. From that day on, he never needed to cut his hair or his 
beard. The Bodhisattva took the hair with the jewel at the top-knot and threw it into the air saying: "If I am destined to 
become a Buddha, may my hair remain suspended in space; if not, may it fall down to the ground (sac' aham Buddho 
bhavissdmi cikmase titthatu, no ce bhumiyam patatu)." The hair rose up into the air to the height of & yojana and remained 
suspended there. Indra, the king of heaven, seeing that, caught it in a golden box and, within his paradise, established the 
shrine of the Top-knot Jewel ( culdmanicettiya ). This is what is expressed in the verse: 
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beautiful garments ( vastra ) for a rough cloak (samghdti) . 5 3. He practiced asceticism (, duskaracarya. ) for six 
years ( sadvarsa ) on the banks of the Ni lien chan (Nairanjana) river; he ate only one sesame (tila) seed or 
one rice ( tandula ) grain each day.54 Nevertheless, he said to himself: "This way of life ( vihdra ) is not the 
good way ( mdrga )." Then the Bodhisattva gave up the practice of asceticism ( duskaracarydvihara ), went 
to the foot of the tree of enlightenment (bodhidnima) and sat down on the diamond seat ( vajrdsana ). King 


His hair, perfumed with scented ointment, 

The most sublime of beings cut and threw up into the air 
Where Indra of the thousand eyes took it respectfully 
And placed it in a golden jeweled box. 

For once, the corresponding story in Lalitavistara, p. 225 (tr. Foucaux, p. 197) is more sober in its details: Then the 
Bodhisattva thought: " Why should I keep my top-knot after becoming a wandering monk?" And cutting his topknot with 
his sword, he threw it to the wind. It was gathered up by Trayastrimsa gods and honored; and still today, among the 
Trayastrimsa gods, the festival of the Topknot is held. A caitya was also built there; it is still known today by the name of 
Cudapratigrahana. - Similar stories in Wou ten liu, T 1421, k. 15, p. 102b; Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, k. 18, p. 737c. 

53 Exchange of clothing: Nidanakatha, p. 65 (tr. Kern, Histoire, I, p. 56): Then the Bodhisattva thought: "These garments 
of fine Benares muslin are not suitable for a monk". However he did not have any other clothes to wear. One of his 
former companions from the time of Buddhakasyapa understood this. His name was Ghatlkara and he felt a friendship for 
his former comrade (Jyotipala, cf. Mahavastu, I, p. 319] that had not weakened during the thousands of years that had 
elapsed between the appearance of the two Buddhas. Seeing that his friend had gonwe forth from home and left his 
belongings to become a monk, he resolved to go to find and bring him whatever a monk had need of: 

Three robes and a begging bowl, 

A knife, a needle, a belt. 

Also a water filter, those are the eight 
Objects necessary for a mendicant monk. 

But the Mpps comes rather closer to the story told in the Lalitavistara, p. 225-226 (tr. Foucaux, p. 197). It came into the 
Bodhisattva's mind: "Why keep these garments from Benares after becoming a wandering monk? If I had ochre robes 
(kcisaya ) suitable to live in the forest, that would be good." Then it came to the mind of the Suddhavasakayika gods: "The 
Bodhisattva needs some ochre robes." Then a son of the gods, making his divine shape disappear, stood before the 
Bodhisattva in the form of a hunter clothed in an ochre robe. Then the Bodhisattva said to him: "Friend, if you give me 
some ochre robes, I myself will give you some gannents from Benares..." Then the son of a god gave the Bodhisattva the 
ochre robes and took the Benares garments and, full of reverence, put these garments on the top of his head with his two 
hands in order to honor them and returned to the world of the gods... There also a caitya was built and still today this 
caitya is known as Kasayagrahana. - The same main details in the story in Mahavastu II, p. 195; Buddhacarita, VI, v. 60- 
63. 

54 Fast of the Bodhisattva at Uruvilva on the Nairanjana. According to the canonical tradition, Majjhima, I, p. 245 (no 
corresponding sutras in the Chinese Agama), the food of the Buddha consisted of a little soup (yusa ) made of beans 
(mugga ), vetches ( kulattha ) chickpeas ( kalaya ) or peas (harenuka). - On the other hand, in the Sanskrit tradition, the 
Buddha successively reduced his food to one kola, to one grain of rice (tandula), then to one sesame (tila) seed daily; cf. 
Lalitavistara, P. 254,1. 3; p. 255, 1. 8; p. 255, 1. 15; Mahavastu, II, p. 125,1. 10, p. 126, 1. 16; p. 128,1. 4. The Mpps and, 
even more curiously, the Nidanakatha adhere apparently to this tradition, p. 67: Bodhisatto pi kho kotippattam .... 
patikkhipi. - On the ascetic life of the Buddha, a good study of the sources in J. Dutoit, Die duskaracarya des Bodhisattva 
in der buddhistischen Tradition , Strassburg, 1905. See especially p. 11,21, 23, 36, for the Buddha's food. 
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Mara with his troupe of eighteen nayutas of warriors, came to overcome him, but the Bodhisattva defeated 
Mara's army (marasena)~’~’ by the power of his wisdom ( prajna ) and his qualities ( guna ). Then he attained 
supreme perfect enlightenment (, anuttarasamyaksambodhi ). The lords of the 

trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, i.e., the Brahmakayikadevas and their king Che k'i (Mahabrahmasikhin), 
the gods of Rupadhatu, Che y'i jouan yin (Sakradevendra), the gods of Kamadhatu with the 
Caturmaharajikas, went to the Buddha and invited ( adhyesayanti) the Bhagavat to turn the wheel of 
Dharma ( dharmacakra ). Remembering his former vow ( purvapranidhana ) of great compassion 
(mahakarund), the Bodhisattva accepted their invitation [58b] ( adhyesand ) and proclaimed the Dharma, 
i.e., the profound dharmas ( gambhtradhanna ) and the Prajnaparamita. This is why the Buddha preaches 

the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra.56 

4. Furthermore, there are people who think that the Buddha is not omniscient ( sarvajna ).~ > ^ Why? They 
say: "The dharmas are infinite (, apramdna ) and innumerable (, asamkhyeya ); how could a single person 
know them all?"^ The Buddha abides in the true (, bhutalaksana ) Prajnaparamita pure as space 
(i akasasuddha ); in infinite ( apramdna ) and innumerable ( asamkhyeya ) texts, he himself has given the 
assurance: "I am omniscient (sarvajna)-, I wish to destroy the doubts of all beings 
(sarvasattvasamsayacchedaka)" $9 This is why he preaches the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra. 


55 Thomas, Life of the Buddha, p. 68, comments that in the canonical story (Majjima, I, p. 237) there is no mention either 
of the bodhi tree or of Mara's temptations. The Mpps thus depends here on more recent sources such as the Padhanasutta 
(Suttanipata, v. 425-449); Nidanakatha, p. 70-75; Buddhacarita, chap. XII, v. 112-118; XIII, XIV; Lalitavistara, chap. 
XX-XXII; Mahavastu (II, p. 267-270, 276-283, 304-349. See E. Windisch, Mara und Buddha, Leipzig, 1895, p. 229, 332- 
335. 

56 According to the interpretation of the Mpps, when Brahma invited the Buddha to preach the Dhanna (below, k. 1, p. 
63a-b), it was a matter of the entire Buddhist doctrine without distinction as to Vehicle. In response to this invitation, the 
Buddha preached not only the Four Noble Truths, the central point of the Hlnayana, but also the 'very profound dharmas 
and the Prajnaparamita', the basis of the Mahayana dogma. For a long time it has been acknowledged that both Vehicles, 
referring to one and the same teacher, the Buddha Sakyamuni, tell his life and his propagation of the Dhanna in almost 
the same terms and affirm that their main texts were given by him 

57 Below, K. 2, p. 73b, 74b. 

Same objection, k. 3, p. 74b27. 

59 The question of the Buddha's omniscience (sarvajnata) is quite complex. At the time of the Buddha, some individuals 
claimed to know everything, to understand everything, to have nothing further to know or to understand. They said: 
"Whether I walk or stand still, whether I sleep or am awake, I have always knowledge and awareness at my disposition" 
(sabbannu sabbadassavi ....paccupatthitan ti). Such were, e.g., the claims of Nigantha Nathaputta, Purana Kassapa, etc. 
(Majjhima, I, p. 92; II, p. 31; Aiiguttara, IV, p. 428). The Buddha is more modest: “Those who affinn”, he says to 
Vacchagotta, “that the monk Gotama is omniscient (sabbannu), clairvoyant (sabbadassavi), do not speak the truth about 
me... They would be correct to say that the monk Gotama possesses the three knowledges” (tevijjo samano Gotamo). 
These three knowledges are the knowledge of past existences, the knowledge of the death and birth of beings and the 
knowledge of the destruction of the impurities (Majjhima, I, p. 482). 

The Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasika doctrine is based on the canonical line. The Mahaniddesa, p. 178-178, says that the Buddha 
is omniscient, not by virtue of his knowing everything but by virtue of the fact that he is able to know whatever he 
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5. Furthermore, there are beings who could be saved. Nevertheless, since the great qualities ( guna ) and the 
great wisdom ( prajnd ) of the Buddha are immense (, apramana ), hard to understand (durjneya) and hard to 
fathom ( durvigdhya ), these beings are deceived by evil masters. Lapsing into false doctrines 
(mithyadharma), they do not enter into the right path. Towards them, the Buddha produces a mind of great 
loving-kindness ( mahdmaitricitta ); he grasps them with the hand of his great compassion 
(mahakarunahasta ) and introduces them into the buddha-destiny ( buddhagati ). This is why he manifests 
his marvelous qualities {guna) and exhibits his great miraculous power ( rddhibala ), as is said in the first 
chapter of the Prajnaparamita: "The Buddha enters into the concentration called 'King of Concentrations' 
(samadhirajasarnddhi). Coming out of that concentration and considering the universes of the ten 
directions with his divine eye, he smiles from all the pores of his skin. Wheels with a thousand spokes 
mark the soles of his feet; he sends forth six hundred nayutas of multicolored rays. From all parts of his 
body, from the toes of his feet to his cranial protuberance, he sends out six hundred nayutas of 
multicolored rays that, in the ten directions, light up innumerable and incalculable buddha-universes as 
numerous as the sands of the Ganges. And they were all illuminated."^ Coming out of this concentration. 


wishes. Describing the perfection of wisdom belonging to the Buddha, Kosa, VII, p. 832. identifies a fourfold knowledge: 
1) untaught knowledge ( anupadista jnana ), 2) universal knowledge ( sarvatra jnana), i.e., knowledge of all natures, 3) 
omniform knowledge {sarvatha jnana), i.e., knowledge of every way of being, 4) spontaneous knowledge (ayatnajnana) 
knowledge by the simple wish to know. 

On the other hand, the Greater Vehicle attributes to the Buddha pure and simple omniscience. The Mpps asserts below, k. 
2, p. 74c, that the Buddha knows all the sciences and that, if he does not teach them, it is because nobody asks him. The 
explanatory literature on the Prajnas, such as the Abhisamayalamkara, p. 1-2, and its commentary, the Aloka, p. 5, 
attribute a threefold knowledge to the Buddha: 1) sarvakarajnata. omniscience peculiar to the Buddha, ultimate and direct 
knowledge in one singlr moment of all aspects of existence, absolute and empirical; 2) margajnata , omniscience relating 
to the paths of salvation, Hmayana and Mahayana; it belongs to the Buddha and the bodhisattvas on the bliumis; 3) 
sarvajhata, omniscience relating to things of the empirical world; it represents the knowledge of all the elements from the 
non-ego point of view; it belongs to the Buddhas and bodhisattvas and is accessible to the Hmayana saints, (cf. E. 
Obermiller, Doctrine ofPP, p. 62; Analysis, 3-6). 

The Bodli. bhumi, p. 404-405, defines the sarvakarajnana, the omniform knowledge, as follows: tatra yat 
tathagatasyanarthopasamhitesu....ity ucyate. The sarvakarajnata allows the Buddha to cut through the doubts of all 
beings. - This comes from a stanza of the Mahayanasutralamkara, XXI, 58, p. 188. 
tribhih kayair....namo 'stu te II 

"By means of the trikaya thou hast attained the great omniform enlightenment. Thou cuttest through the doubts of all 
beings! Homage to thee!" This stanza is repeated and commented upon in the Samgraha, p. 303; the commentary 
proposes four interpretations of the epithet sarvakara applied to the Buddha's knowledge; it concludes by saying: "As for 
myself, I see the suppression of all obstacles (sarvavaratmprahdna) in this omniform knowledge: it cuts through all the 
obstacles to knowledge Qheyavarana) and suppresses all the impregnations ( vdsand ). It is a precise knowledge bearing on 
all the doubts of others." - The question of omniscience is linked with that of knowledge which, in turn, has some 
complications; see J. Rahder in HBbBgirin, Chi, p. 283-297. 

60 Free quotation of the Pancavimsati, p. 5-7, that can easily be restored into Sanskrit: At ha khalu 
Bhagavdn....'vabhdsitdh sphutash chdbhuvan. - This passage will be commented on in k. 7, p. 111-114. 
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the Buddha wishes to teach the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of all dharmas and cut through the bonds of 
doubt ( samsayabandhana ) of all beings. This is why he preached the Mahaprajnaparamita. 

6. Furthermore, there are evil people, given up to feelings of envy ( Trsya ), who slander the Buddha by 
saying: "The wisdom ( prajna ) of the Buddha does not surpass that of men; it is just his magic ( maya ) that 
deceives the world.In order to destroy this scornful arrogance and false pride ( mithydmdna ), the 
Buddha manifests the immense power (apramanabala ) of his miraculous power (. rddhi ) and wisdom 
(prajna). About the Prajnaparamita he says: "My miraculous power has immense qualities 
(i apramanaguna ) and surpasses the threefold world (traidhatukavisista), it is meant for the welfare of all 
(sarvaparitrana). To form a bad opinion of it is to commit an immense sin (dpatti)\ to give pure faith to it 
(visuddasraddha) is to be assured of the happiness of gods and men ( devamanusyasukha ) and to reach the 
fruit of nirvana ( nirvanaphala ) definitively. "62 


Heretics have often treated the Buddha as a magician. Upalisutta, Majjhima. I, p. 375 = Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 133), 
k. 32, p. 629a26: Samano hi bhante....savake avatteti: "The monk Gotama is a magician; he knows the hidden magic that 
seduces others' disciples." Sanskrit fragments of this sutra may be found in Hoemle, Remains, p. 27-35; S. Levi, Notes 
indiennes, JA, Jan.-Mar. 1925, p. 26-35; Vimsatika, p. 10, 1. 15. - Pdtalisatta, Samyutta IV, p. 340 = Tchong a han, T 26 
(nO. 20), k. 4, p. 445b: Sutam me tam....mdyam jd.nd.ti : "I have heard that the monk Gotama knows magic." - An allusion 
to this same Patali occurs in Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 119), k. 5, p. 37b, and in P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 27, p. 139a: "The tirthika 
Patali says: Gautama, do you know magic? If you do not, you are not omniscient; if you do, you are a magician." - P'i p'o 
cha, T 1545, k. 8, p. 38b: "The tlrthikas slander the Buddha saying: The sramana Gautama is a great magician who 
deceives the world." - Kosa, III, p. 30; Kosavakhya, p. 206: Yathdnyatvrthya....lokam bhakshayatfti: "The heretics criticize 
the Buddha. These are Maskari, etc. A treatise of the Nirgranthas says: Who does miracles? Gautama is a magician. - And 
elsewhere it has been said of the Buddha: After a hundred periods there appeared in the world a magician of this kind who 
will destroy (exploit) the world by his magic." 

If most of Buddhist texts consider the word 'magician' applied by heretics to the Buddha as harmful, some late sources, 
like the Ratnakuta, describe the Buddha as the greatest of magicians and victor of all magic tournaments. Cf. 
Bhadrammayakara, p. 62: "Furthermore, Maudgalyayana, the magic of the juggler Bhadra, being incomplete, is not the 
right magic, whereas the magic of the Tathagata is the right magic, since he has folly realized that all of reality is but 
magic. If all the beings in the world who are attached to nominal reality each possessed as powerful a magic as the juggler 
Bhadra, even all of their magic would not reach a hundredth, or a thousandth, or a billionth, or even an incalculably and 
incomparably small part of the magic of a Tathagata." 

6“ Buddhists love to mention this disproportion between the error and the punishment on the one hand and the merit and 
the reward on the other hand, Cf. Bodhicaryavatara, I, v. 34-35: 
iti santrapatau jinasya...subham iv ayatnatah II 

Tr. Lav., p. 7: "Such is the son of the Buddha, master of a veritable feast. The Buddha has declared: Whosoever sins 
against him in his heart remains in hell for as many centuries as the evil thought has lasted in seconds. But when the heart 
is calm and takes delight in the Bodhisattva, this is a merit so great that it destroys old sins. And is violence not necessary 
to occur to harm the bodhisattvas? Is it not natural to love them?" 

- Similarly the Prasantaviniscayapratiharyasutra, cited in Panjika, p. 39 and Siksasamucchaya, p. 85: Ydvanti 
Mahjusnr....maya mahanarakesu. 
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7. Furthermore, in order that people accept his doctrine, the Buddha says to them: "I am the great teacher 
(mahasastri), I possess the ten strengths {bald) and the four fearlessesses (vaisaradya); I am established in 
the abodes of the saints (dryavihara); my mind enjoys the masteries ( vasitd ). Uttering the lion's roar, I turn 
the wheel of the Dharma (dharmacakra); in all the universes I am the supreme being." 

8. Moreover, it is for the joy ( pramudita ) of beings that the Buddha preaches the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra. 
He says to them: "You should experience great joy. [58c] Why? Because all beings enter into the net of 
false views ( mithyddrstijdla ): they are all deceived by bad heretical teachers ( pdsandamithydsdstri ). 1 have 
escaped from the deceptive net of all bad teachers. The great teacher who possesses the ten strengths {bald) 
is difficult to find. Today you have found him. I will reveal to you the basket of the profound dharmas 
{gambhiradharmapitaka), i.e., the thirty-seven wings of enlightenment {bodhipaksya), etc.; you will gather 
them as you wish." 

9. Furthermore, all beings are afflicted {klista) by the sicknesses (y yddhi) of the fetters {samyojana). In the 
course of beginningless transmigration ( anddikdlikasamsdra ), never has anyone been able to cure these 
sicknesses that are misunderstood by the bad heretical teachers. Today I have appeared in the world as the 
great king of physicians ( mahdvaidhyardja );°3 1 have compounded the medicine of the Dharma 
{dharmabhaisajyay*^ and you should take it." This is why the Buddha preaches the 
Mahaprajnaparamitasutra. 

10. Furthermore, there are people who think: "The Buddha is just like ordinary people; like them, he is 
subject to transmigration {samsdra)\ he really experiences the pains of hunger ( bubhuksd ), thirst {pipdsd ), 
cold {sfta) and heat {usna), old age (jard) and sickness (v yddhi). In order to suppress such concepts, the 
Buddha preaches the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra and says: "My body {kayo) is inconceivable {acintya) 66 


63 On the Buddha, king of physicians ( vaidyardja ), master of medicines (, bhaisajyagu.ru ), see below, k. 22, p. 224a; k. 85, 
p. 657b. For details, see P. Dcmieville in HBbBgirin, Byfi p. 228, 230-231.- The 'Sutra of the good physician' or the 'Sutra 
on the comparison of the physician' are important, the Sanskrit texts of which may be found in Kosa, VI, p. 121, n. 4; 
Kosavyakhya, p. 514; and the Chinese version in Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 389), k. 15, p. 105a-b. - Other sources mentioned 
by Dcmieville: T 276, p. 384c; T 159, k. 8, p. 328c, 330b; T 375, k. 5, p. 631c; T 26, k. 4, p. 442-443; k. 60, p. 804-805, 
etc. Further references to Pali and Sanskrit texts: Anguttara, III, p. 238: seyyatha pi bho....abbhattham gacchanti. - In a 
list of epithets applied to the Buddha, (Anguttara, IV, p. 340), there is that of bhisakha, 'physician'. The Milinda compares 
the Buddha to a vejja, p. 74, and to a bhisakha, p. 112, 169, 172. 173. - The Lalitavistara invokes him as vaiyaraj or 
vaidyardja, p. 46, 97, 283, 351, 358. - The Bodhicaryavatara calls him the omniscient physician, skilled in curing all 
suffering {sarvajhavaidya sarvasalyapaharin, II, v. 37), the best of physicians ( varavaidya , VII, v. 24). - Similarly, 
Siksyasamucchaya, p. 148.5, 243.4, 295.1. 

64 Religious preaching plays an important part in Buddhist therapy; cf. HBbBgirin, Byfi, p. 257. 

66 Like many Mahayana sutras, the Mpps attributes two bodies to the Buddha, one human, the other superhuman. The 
latter is in question here. Cf. Siddhi, p. 776, 788; HBbBgirin, p. 178-182. 

66 Marvellous though his powers may be, the Buddha is considered as an ordinary human, not only by his enemies the 
heretics but also by his first disciples, the Theras, who compiled canonical scriptures and elaborated the Sarvastivadin 
scholasticism: see Siddhi, p. 764-772; HBbBgirin, p. 174-177. It is exclusively on these sources, which represent only a 
part of Buddhism, that H. Oldenburg has based his well-known work, Le Buddha, sa vie, sa doctrine et sa communaute. 
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Brahma king of the gods, etc., the gods and the ancients, for periods ( kalpa ) as numerous as the sands of 
the Ganges ( gangdnadrvdlukopama ) have tried to measure my body and find the range of my voice (vac); 
they were unable to test it and still less, my wisdom ( prajna ) and my samadhi." Some stanzas say: 

The true nature of dharmas, 

Brahma devaraja, 

All the gods and princes of the earth. 

Misunderstand it, are unable to understand it. 

The profound marvelous Dharma, 

No-one can test it. 

The Buddha has come to reveal it. 

Its light is like the brilliance of the sun. 

Moreover, when the Buddha turned the wheel of the Dharma ( dharmacakra ), bodhisattvas from foreign 
regions ( desantara ) came to examine the Buddha's body^ which surpasses space ( dkdsha ) and the 
immense buddha-fields (buddhaksetra). Having come from the universe of the Buddha Houa chang 
(Padmottara),68 they saw the body of the Buddha and exclaimed: 

Space is infinite, 

So are the qualities of the Buddha. 

To want to measure his body 
Would be an endless task. 

He surpasses the world of space 
And the immense buddha-fields. 

To see the body of the Lion of the Sakyas 
Is just that and none other. 

The body of the Buddha is like a mountain of gold, 

He sends out great rays, 

[59a] He is adorned with the major and the minor marks 
Like a garland of lotuses in springtime. 


67 In the Mahavastu, III, p. 343-345, and the Lalitavistara, p. 438, these are the devas or devaputras who come to praise 
the Buddha. 

68 The Buddha residing at the limits of the nadir (Pancavimsati, p. 17). 
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If the Buddha's body is immense (, apramana ), so also are his rays (; rasmi ), his voice (vac), his morality 
(silo), his samadhis, his wisdom ( prajnd ) and his other buddha qualities ( buddhadharma). Refer to the 
three mysteries (guhya) explained in the Mi tsi king (Guhyakasutra)69 on which it will be necessary to 
enlarge. 

11. Furthermore, at the time of his birth, the Buddha came down to the earth, took seven steps ( saptapada) 
and spoke some words, then was silent. ^ Like a ll infants, he does not walk and does not talk; he suckles 
milk for three years; nurses feed him and he grows slowly. However the body (kayo) of the Buddha is 
incalculable (, asamkhyeya ) and surpasses all the worlds (sarvalokdtikrdnta). But he appears to beings as an 
ordinary man ( prthagjana ). Ordinarily, in a new-born baby, the limbs (. kdyabhdga ), the faculties ( indriya ) 
and the mental consciousness ( manovijndna ) are undeveloped (siddha, parinispanna) and thus, the four 
bodily positions ( Trydpatha ) - sitting (; nisadana ), lying down (sayyd), walking (gamana) standing (sthdna) 
- going from speech to silence, and all the other human behaviors (manusyadharma) are incompletely 
manifested. With the passing of the days, months and years, the child practices little by little and takes on 


69 The three mysteries (guhya) of the Tathagata, the mystery of the body (kdya), of the speech (vac) and of the mind 
(manas ), are explained in the section of the Ratnakuta entitled Assembly of Guhyaka-Vajrapani, Ta pao tsi king, T 310, k. 
10, p. 53b. - Dharmaraksa has given a different version in the Jou lai pou sseu yi py mi ta tch'eng king 
(Tathagatacintyaguhyanirdesa), T 312, k. 6, p. 716c.- The Tibetan version is called De b€in gsegs pahi gsah ba bsam gyis 
mi khyab pa bstan = Tathagatacintyaguhyanirdesa, Dkon brtsegs no, 3 (OKC no. 760.3, p. 231; Csoma-Feer, p. 214). - 
Below, k. 10, p. 127c, the Mpps refers back to the same text under the name Mi tsi kin kang king (Guhyakavakrapani) 

76 This paragraph contains a short summary of the life of the Buddha, already sketched in paragraph 8. The terrestrial and 
human existence of Sakyamuni, although real, is not only miraculous but also, in a certain sense, artificial: the Buddha 
conforms to the world ( lokanuvartana ); he takes on worldly dharmas which in reality are foreign to him. There are 
several varieries of Lokottaravadas: sometimes the Bodhisattva Sakyamuni is a fictitious body ( nirmdnakdya), a phantom 
(Docetism), sometimes it is a body of birth which, at the time of enlightenment, is paired with a glorious body, a body of 
dharmadhatu (See Siddhi, p. 773-776; HBbBgirin, p. 177-185). The Lokottaravada of the Mpps is largely that of the 
Mahavastu, summarized by A. Barth, Jour, des Savants, 1890, p. 467-458 (= Oeuvres, V, p. 16): "The Buddhas have 
absolutely nothing in common with the world (lokena samam); everything in them is supernatural ( lokottara), I, p. 159. If 
they appear to think, speak, act, suffer like us, it is out of pure compassion, in order to conform externally to our 
weakness (lokanuvartana)', they themselves are above all of that and remain strangers to it, I, p. 167-172. To maintain the 
opposite is heresy, I, p. 96. It goes without saying that our text tells all the miracles of the conception, gestation, birth at 
great length, but not without adding to it its own note, which is that that all takes place without any natural cause, or 
rather, as there is no divine cause, it is itself its own cause. In no way are the Buddhas engendered by their father and 
mother; they are produced by their own energy, they are svaguncinirvrtta, which is just a simple variant of the 
brahmanical svayambhu, I, p. 145. Their mothers are virgin (see, however, Lav., Dogma et philosophic, p. 57, 186-188; 
Thomas, Life of the Buddha, p. 36); in those existences in which they are to give birth to a Bodhisattva of the last level, 
the mothers of the Bodhisattva live in complete chastity; not even in mind do they have any connection with their 
spouses, I, p. 147. They live as virgins for seven days after having given birth, I, p. 199. Their ladies are also virgins; for, 
in their last two existences, the Bodhisattvas did not give themselves up to sense pleasures. Thus it is directly from heaven 
that Rahiila entered the womb of his mother Yasodhara... As for the Bodhisattvas who have reached their last birth, we 
know that they come into the world leaving their mothers' right side without injuring them; that is because, adds the 
Mahavastu, their form ( rupa), i.e., their body, is completely spiritual ( manomaya), I, p. 218." 
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human behaviors. But why was the Buddha bom, if before birth he was already able to talk and walk, and 
afterwards he could not? This seems strange; but the single purpose of the Buddha is to use his power of 
skillful means ( updyabala ): the Buddha manifests human behaviors ( manusyadharma ) and adopts the 
human positions ( frydpatha ) so that beings will believe in his profound Dharma. If the Bodhisattva were 
able to walk and talk as soon as he was born, people would say: "This man that we see is extraordinary 
(i adbhuta ), he must be a god ( deva ), a naga or a demon ( asura ). The doctrine which he professes is 
certainly not within our reach. Transmigrating (samsariri) and fleshly ( mamsakaya ) beings as we are, in the 
grasp ( dksipta ) of the activities of the fetters ( samyojana ), we do not have the capacity ( vasitd ) for it; who 
among us could attain such a profound Dharma?"^ 1 Victims of their own modesty, these people cannot 
become firm adepts of the holy Dharma (aryadharmabhajana). It is for them that the Buddha is born in the 
Lan p'i ni yuan (LumbinTvana).^ - Although he might have gone directly to the tree of enlightenment 
( bodhidruma ) and become Buddha there, he pretended by skillful means ( updya ) to act as a child 
(kumara), as an adolescent ( bdla ), as a youg man ( ddraka ) and as a grown man. At every age, he 
successively fulfilled the appropriate role: childish play ( kumdraknda ), study of the arts ( kdla ), 
householder's duty ( sevand ), enjoyment of the five objects of desire {panca kamaguna- Endowed with 
human faculties, he contemplates the painful spectacle of old age (jata), sickness ( vyddhi ) and death 
(marana) and experiences revulsion (samvega)^^ for them. - In the middle of the night, he passed outside 
the ramparts, left home (pmvmjati ) and went to the rsis Yu t'o ie (Udraka) and A lo lo (Arada). He 


71 The same idea expressed in almost identical words in the Lalitavistara, p. 87-88: garbhavasthitah ca....paripurayitum 
iti. - Tr. Foucaux, p. 81-82: It is out of compassion for beings that a Bodhisattva is bom in the world of men, because if he 
were a god, he would not turn the wheel of Dhanna. And because of that, Ananda, how could beings not fall into 
discouragement? (They would say): The Bhagavat Tathagata Arhat is truly the perfect and accomplished Buddha; but we, 
being only humans, are incapable of fulfilling the conditions. 

Indeed, if the canonical scriptures are to be believed, Sakyamuni's contemporaries did not know how to characterize him 
and perplexedly wondered: Is he a man, a god, a gandharva or a yaksa? Cf. Anguttara, II, p. 38 (corresponding passage in 
Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 101), k. 4, p. 28a-b; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 31, p. 717b-c); Majjhima, I, p. 386; Jataka, I, p. 66. 

72 The Lumbinlvana, the birthplace of the Buddha, is rarely mentioned in the canonical sources. See, however, 
Suttanipata, v. 683 ( Lumbineyya janapcidci)\ Kathavatthu, p. 97, 559. - But all the biographies of the Buddha, Sanskrit and 
Chinese, as well as the Pali exegetical literature, agree in having the Buddha be born at LumbinI: Mahavastu, II, p. 18, 
145; Lalitavistara, p. 82, 96, 234, 411; Buddhacarita, I, v. 6; Nidanakatha, p. 53, 54; Manoratha, I, p. 16; Cullavamsa, LI, 
v. 10; Ken pen chouo...p'o sang che, T 1450, k. 2, p. 107c, etc. - At Lumbini, actually Rumindei, near the Nepalese 
village of Paderia, two miles north of Bhagavanpura, there is a column erected by Asoka on the spot where the Buddha 
was born bearing the following inscription: "Here the Buddha was bom, sage of the Sakyas... He has erected a stone 
column which makes it known: 'Here the Blessed One was bom.' " (Oldenberg, Buddha, p. 110-111). 

73 For the miracles of childhood and youth, Thomas, Life of the Buddha, p. 38-50. 

74 The Mpps mentions only three encounters (the old man, the sick man and the dead man), like the Buddhacarita, III, v. 
25-62; the Lieou tsi king, T 152 (no. 77), k. 7, p. 41a-b (Chavannes, Contes , I, p. 267-270) and the Tch'ou yao king 
(Tokyo Tripitaka, XXIV, 6, p. 43). - But most sources add a fourth, the meeting with a monk: cf. Mahapadanasutta, 
DIgha, II, p. 21-28; Nidanakatha, p. 59; Mahavastu, II, p. 150-157; Lalitavistara, p. 187-191; Ken pen chouo...p'o seng 
che, T1350, k. 3, p. 112c-l 14a; Chinese biographies: T 184, p. 3466-467; T 185, p. 474-475; T 186, p. 502-503; T 187, p. 
570-571; T 188, p. 618; T 189, p. 629-631; T 190, p. 719-724. 
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pretended to be their disciple, but did not follow their teaching. Having always had the superknowledges 
(i abhijna ), he recalled his former existence ( purvajanma ) when, at the time of the Buddha Kia cho 
(Kasyapa), he followed the path of discipline (silacaryamarga) ;7^ nevertheless, for the moment, he 
pretended to practice asceticism ( duskaracarya ) and searched for the path ( mdrga ) for six years. - 
Although he reigns over the trisahasramahasahasra-lokadhatu, the Bodhisattva pretended to destroy Mara's 
army ( marasena ) and attain the supreme path ( anuttaramarga ). 

It is in order to conform to the human condition ( lokadharmdnuvartana ) that he manifested all these 
transformations ( parinama ). But here in the Prajnaparamita he manifested the great power of his 
superknowledges ( abhijna) and wisdom ( prajna ); in that way, people will know that the Buddha's body 
(, kdya) is incalculable (, asamkhyeya ) and surpasses all the worlds ( sarvalokdtikrdnta ). 

12. Moreover, there are people who could be saved, but who sometimes fall into [59b] the two extremes 
(i antadvaya ), whether, out of ignorance ( avidya ), they seek only bodily pleasures ( kdyasukha ), or whether, 
by the path of activity ( samskdramdrga ), they give themselves up to asceticism {duskaracarya)?^ From 
the absolute point of view (paramdrtha ), these people lose the right path of nirvana. In order to extirpate 
these twofold extremes {antadvaya) and introduce people into the middle path {madhyamd pratipad ), the 
Buddha preaches the Mahaprajnaparamita. 

13. Furthermore, he preaches the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra to mark the difference in retribution {vipdka) 
between worship (puja) of the body of birth (janmakdya) and the worship of the body of the Dharma 
(i dharmakaya ). Refer to the chapter of the Cho li 'ta (Sarlrastuti).77 


7^ These two individuals are called Alara Kalama and Uddaka Ramaputta in Pali; in Sanskrit, Arada Kalama and Udraka 
Ramaputra (the readings of the Lalitavistara in Lehmann's edition and Foucaux's translation are in error). - Contrary to 
what the Mpps says here, the Buddha followed the teachings of Arada before those of Udraka: cf. Majjhima, I, p. 163- 
167, 249; Dhammapadatta, I, p. 70-71; Nidanakatha, p. 66; Mahavastu, II, p. 119-120; Divya, p. 392; Lalitavistara, p. 
238-239, 243-245; Buddhacarita ch. 12; Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 204), k. 56, p. 776b-c; Ken pen chouo...p'o seng che, T 
1450, k. 4, p. 119. 

76 These are the two extremes of laxism ( kdmasukhallikdnuyoga ) and rigorism {dtmaklamathdnuyoga), condemned by 
the Buddha who preaches a middle way {madhyamd pratipad) in the sennon at Benares. Vinaya, I, p. 10: dve 'me 
bhikkhave antd....nibbadnaya samvattati. Mahavastu, III, p. 331: dvav imau bhiksavahpravrajitasya....sambodhdye 
nirvdndye samvartate. Lalitavistara, p. 416: dvav imau bhiksavah pravrajitasdntav....pratipadd tathagato dharmaam 
desayati. 

See also DIgha, III, p. 113, Majjhima, III, p. 230; Samyutta, IV, p. 330; V, p. 421; Nettipakarana, p. 110; Visuddhimagga, 
p. 5. 32; Mahayanasutralamkara, p. 53; Samgraha, p. 2; Bodh. bhumi, p. 185, 187. In reality, the literature of the Prajnas 
understands the middle way not in as moral or disciplinary sense as does the Lesser Vehicle, but rather in a philosphical 
sense. The two extremes which it attacks are not only laxism and rigorism but also, and particularly, the extreme views of 
being and non-being, of etemalism and nihilism, etc. Cf. Madh. vrtti, p. 269; Madh. avatara, p. 22 (tr. Lav., Museon, 
VIII, 1907, p. 271); Vaidya, Etude sur Aryadeva, p. 35-37; Lav., Madhyamaka, p. 10; Dutt, Mahayana, p. 46, 54. 

77 SarTrastuti is the title of a chapter (p'in) in the Pancavimsati: T 220, k. 430, p. 151c-166a (chap. 35: Cho lip'in ); T 221, 
K. 7, p. 51b-54a (chap. 38: Cho li p'in)', T 223, k. 10, p. 290b-293c (chap. 37: Fa tch'engp'in). - It is commented on in the 
Ta tche tou louen, T 1509, k. 59, p. 475b-481b(chap. 35: Kiao Rang cho lip'in). 
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14. Furthermore, he preaches the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra in order to teach about the bodhisattva’s 
irreversibility ( avaivartika ) and about the characteristics {lingo) of this avaivartika^ ^ He also preaches in 
order to thwart the tricks and works of Mara. 

15. Furthermore, he preaches the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra so that future centuries will honor (pujati) the 
Prajnaparamita and in order to predict (v ydkarana) the Three Vehicles ( yanatraya ). Thus the Buddha said 
to A nan (Ananda): After my nirvana, this Prajnaparamita will go to the south ( dakshindpatha ); from the 
south, it will go to the west ( pascimadesa ); in five hundred years, it will go to the north ( uttarapatha 


78 The Bodhisattva becomes irreversible ( avaivartika ) or predestined to bodhi (niyata) when he acquires the body bom of 
the dharmadhatu. Cf. below, k. 4, p. 86b-c; k. 29, p. 273a; k. 74, p. 579c; Siddhi, p. 736-739. 

79 Quotation from the Pancavimsati according to Kumarajlva's translation, T 223, k. 13, p. 317b: "Sariputra, after the 
parinirvana of the Buddha, this profound Prajnaparamita will go to the lands in the southern region; there the bhiksus, 
bhiksunls, upasakas and upasikas will write this profound Prajnaparamita; they will want to keep it, study it, think about 
it, teach it, meditate on it amd practice it. As a result of these roots of good ( kusalamula ), they will not fall into the bad 
destinies ( durgati ) but they will enjoy the happiness of gods and men; they will make progress in the six virtues 
(pdramitd ); they will venerate, respect and celebrate the Buddhas. Gradually, by the vehicles of the sravakas, 
pratyekabuddhas and buddhas, they will attain nirvana. - Sariputra, from the region of the south, this profound 
Prajnaparamita will go to the west; there the bhiksus, etc. - From the region of the west, it will go to the north; there the 
bhiksus, etc. - Sariputra, at this time this profound Prajnaparamita will do the work of the Buddha in the region of the 
north." 

The same itinerary of the Prajna, south, west, north, occurs in three versions of the Astasahasrika due to the Tche tch'an 
(T 224, k. 4, p. 446b), to Kumarajlva (T 227, k. 5, p. 555a) and to Danapala (T228, k. 10, p. 623b). 

Some writers call upon this so-called itinerary to assign a southern origin to the Prajna: these are mainly G. Tucci, II 
Buddhismo, Foligno, 1926, p. 116; N. Dutt, Mahaydna, p. 41, L. de La Vallee Poussin, in Siddhi, p. 752; S. Paranavitana, 
Mahaydnism in Ceylon, Ceylon Jour, of Science, Section G, II, 1928, p. 35; T. Matsumoto, Die P.P. Literatur, p. 31. 

But if there are good reasons to think that the Mahayanasutras in general and the Prajnas in particular originate in the 
south (land of Andhra), it is doubtful that the argument can be based on the cited itinerary. Three comments actually 
present themselves. 

Before going to the south, the Prajnaparamita left the east, more precisely the region of Magadha, where it had been 
preached by the Buddha on Grdhrakutaparvata (Mpps, k. 67, p. 531b): "The Buddha appeared in the region of the west; 
there he preached the Prajnaparamita, destroyed Mara and his people, the heretics ( tvrthika ), and saved innumerable 
beings. Following that, between two sala trees at Kushinagara, he entered into nirvana. Then the Prajnaparamita went 
from the region of the east to the south." Secondly, the spread of the Prajna in the four cardinal directions is but an 
allegory meant to symbolize its success. In the same place (k. 67, p. 531b), the Mpps makes this quite clear: "Then the 
Prajnaparamita went from the region of the west to the region of the south. It is like the sun, the moon, the five stars and 
the twenty-eight constellations ( nakscitra) which consistently go from west to south. From the region of the south, the 
Prajnaparamita will go to the region of the west and, from the west, to the region of the north: thus it makes a circuit 
around Mount Sumeru. According to the usual customs of puja, it makes circumambulation towards the right 
(pradaksina ) around the inhabitants of Jambudvlpa; that is why it goes from east to south and from south to west. Just as 
the Buddha, out of detachment ( asaktachittatd ), did not stay in one fixed abode, so the Prajna does not stay definitively in 
one single place." - What is said here about the Prajna is true in general about the Buddhadhanna. The journey of the 
Prajna recalls that of the wheel of king Sudarsana which, establishing the Buddhist pentalogue wherever it rolled, rolled 
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There will be many believers there. The sons and daughters of good family will offer flowers (puspa), 
incense (, dhupa ), garlands ( mdlya ), standards ( dhvaja ), banners {pataka ), music ( turya ), lamps ( dfpa), 
jewels ( maniratna) and other riches (va.su). They will write it, preach it, study it, listen to it, reflect on it, 
meditate on it, and worship it in the usual ways. For this reason, these people will enjoy all kinds of 
worldly happiness ( lokasukha ), will obtain the three vehicles ( yanatraya ) without delay and enter into 
nirvana-without-residue ( nirupadhisesanirvdna ). This will be seen in following chapters. It is for these 
reasons and these motivations that the Buddha preaches the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra. 

16. Furthermore, the Buddha preaches the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra to explain the absolute point of view 
( paramarthika siddhdntalaksana). There are four points of view (siddhanta): 1) the mundane point of view 
( laukika siddhanta), 2) the individual point of view (pratipaurusika siddhanta), 3) the therapeutic^ point 
of view (prdtipdksika siddhanta), 4) the absolute point of view (paramarthika siddhanta ).81 In these four 


to the east, dove into the sea, emerged, rolled to the south, to the west andto the north. Cf. Mahasudassananasutta , DIgha, 
II, p. 172-173 (tr. Rh. D., II, p. 202-203); Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 2), k. 3, p. 21c-22a; Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 68), k. 14, 

р. 515; Ta tcheng kiu wang king, T 45. 

Lastly, we may note that the itinerary south-west-north is not the only one attributed to the Prajna. Others are also 
mentioned in the sources: 

a. South-north itinerary, in the oldest version of the Pancavimsati due to Moksala, T 221, k. 10, p. 72a. 

b. South ( daksinaapatha ) - east (vartani = purvadesa) - north ( uttarapatha) itinerary in the original Sanskrit of the 
AOtasahasrika, ed. R. Mitra, p. 225. Here is this text: ime khalu punah Sariputra satpdramitdscimyuktdh....tathdgatena 
buddhacaksusd. 

с. Itinerary of the land of the Sakya clan (Che che: 165 and 13; 83) - east (Houei to ni: 73 and 9; 36 and 3; 44 and 2 = 
vartani) - north (Yu tan yue: 75 and 22; 30 and 9; 73 = uttaravatl), according to the version of the Astasahasrika due to the 
Tche k'ien, T 225, k. 3, p. 490a. 

d. Itinerary southeast-south-southeast-northwest-north-northeast, in the latest Pancavimsati and the Astasahasrika by 
Hiuan tsang, T 220, k. 439, p. 212c-213c; k. 326, p. 808b-c. 

It is very likely that the authentic and earliest of these passages has been modified in the course of time. 

For the success of the Prajna in the north, a passage of the Mpps (k. 67, p. 531b) is of interest for the following reason. 
When the Buddha was in the world, he was able to cut through the doubts of the samgha: the Buddha's doctrine was 
prospering and there could be no fear of its disappearance. But five centuries passed after the Buddha's nirvana; the good 
law was disappearing little by little, the work of the Buddha was threatened. Then beings of sharp faculties (tiksnendriya) 
will study and meditate [on the Prajnaparamita]; they will make offerings of flowers and perfumes. Beings of weak 
faculties (mrdvindriya) will transcribe it and also make offerings of flowers and perfumes. These two classes of beings 
will, in the long run, find salvation.... This profound Prajnaparamita will spread through the region of the north. Indeed, of 
all the regions of Jambudvlpa, that of the north is the most vast. Moreover, there are the Snowy Mountains (Himalaya) 
and, since it is cold there, its plants are able to detroy the poisons [of desire, hatred and delusion]. Because of the grains 
eaten there, the three poisons do not have such great strength. For this reason, the number of those who practice the 
Prajnaparamita in the north are many."] 

This is the literal translation of Lamotte's French. Monier-Williams gives 'hostile, adverse, contrary' for prdtipdksa. 

81 The theory of the four siddhantas appears as a development of the theory of the two truths, relative truth 
(samvrtisatya) and absolute truth (paramdrthasatya) which is explained in Kathavatthu Comm. p. 22; P'i p'o cha, T 1545, 
k. 77, p. 399b-400c (tr. Lav, MCB, V, 1937, p. 161-169; Kosa, VII, p. 130; Madh. vrtti, p. 492; Madh. avatara, p. 70 (tr. 
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points of view are contained, in its entirety, the twelve-membered scriptures ( dvddasdnga ) and the eighty- 
four thousand baskets of the doctrine ( caturasfti-dharmapitakasahasra ). All four points of view are true 
(satya) and do not contradict one another ( ananyonyavyapakrsta ): in the Buddhadharma, there are realities 
of mundane order, realities of individual order, realities of antidotal order and realities of absolute order. 

a. What is the mundane point of view ( laukika siddhanta)? Real dharmas resulting from causes and 
conditions ( hetupratyayasamagri ) exist, but do not have a nature distinct (, bhinnasvabhdva ) [from these 
causes and conditions].^ Thus the chariot ( ratha ) exists by the coming together of the pole, the axles, the 
spokes and the rim of the wheel, but there is no chariot distinct from its constituent parts. ^ In the same 
way, the individual exists by the coming together of the five aggregates ( skandha ), but there is no 
individual distinct from the skandhas. If there were no mundane point of view, the Buddha would be a liar. 
Why did he actually say: "With my very pure divine eye ( divyacaksus ), I see that, according to their good 
or bad actions ( kusalakusaladharma ), beings die here and are reborn there in order to undergo retribution 
( vipdka ). Those who have done good actions are reborn among the gods ( deva ) and among men 
( manusya ); those who have committed [59c] bad actions fall into the three unfortunate destinies 
(i durgati ).^4 Moreover, a sutra says: "A person has been born into this world for the joy, happiness and 


Lav, Museon, VIII, p. 313); Bodhicaryavataara, IX, v. 2. It is also discussed in the Mpps, k. 38, p. 336b. See Oltramare, 
Theosophie, p. 300-303; Lav., Documents d'Abhidharma. Les deux, les quatre, les troi verites, MCB, V, p. 159-187. - The 
first three siddhantas correspond to the relative truth, the fourth to the absolute truth. Samvrttisatya = 1) laukika 
saiddhanta + 2 )pratipaurushika siddhanta + 3 )prdtipdksika siddhdnta. 

Paramarthasatya = 4) pciramdrthika siddhanta. 

To my [Lamotte's] knowledge, the theory of the four siddhantas appears only in the Mpps. However, the Bodh. bhumi, p. 
37, mentions four tattvas or realities and four degrees of knowledge: 

1) lokaprasiddhatattva, common reality, known to the whole world; 2) yuktiprasiddhatattva, reality established on proofs, 
3) klesavaranavisuddhijhdnagocara, the sphere of knowledge free of any obstacle consistently consisting of passion; 4) 
jheydvaranavisuddhijnanagocara, the sphere of knowledge free of any obstacle to consciousness. For the expressions 
klesa- and jneyavarana, frequently found in the Vijnanavadin texts, see Trimsika, p. 15, Samgraha, p. 6; 
Madhyantavibhanga, index; Siddhi, p. 366. - It is clear that, under these different names, the four tattvas of the Bodh. 
bhumi correspond exactly to the four siddhantas of the Mpps. 

8- When the Buddha speaks of the person, the individual, it is from the mundane point of view for, from the absolute 
view, the individual is not different from the five skandhas that constitute him. Most of the texts mentioned here are taken 
from chap. IX of the Kosa, dedicated to the refutation of the pudgala. 

83 An allusion to the reply of the nun Vajira (Sila in the Kosh) to Mara. Cf. Samyutta, I, p. 135; Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 
1202), k. 45, p. 327a; T 100 (no. 218), p. 454: Kinnu satto tipaccesi.... hoti satto to sammuti II 

These stanzas are cited in Kathavatthu, p. 66, Kosa, IX, p. 249, and Madh. avatara, p. 257, of which here is the Tibetan 
version: bdag ces bya bdud kyi sems....kun rdzob sems can €es byaho The comparison of the chariot is repeated and 
developed in Milinda, p. 27: Kim pana maharaja....tho ti - Na hi bhante ti. 

This vision of the Buddha arises from the knowledge of the death and birth of beings which he acquired on the second 
watch of the night of enlightenment. This discovery is described in the same terms in the Sanskrit tradition (e.g., 
Lalitavistara, p. 344; Mahavastu, II, p. 283; Dasabalasutra in Waldschmidt, Bmchstiicke, p. 221; Bimbasarasutra, ibid., p. 
129-130) and in the Pali tradition (e.g., Dlgha, I, p. 82; Majjhima, I, p. 23, 348; II, p. 21, etc.): 

Sanskrit: Atha bodhisattvo divyena caksusa....bheddt svargalokesupapcidyante. 
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usefulness of many people. This is the Buddha Bhagavat."^ in the same way, the Fa kin (Dharmapada) 
says: "A mind is able to save a mind; another man is able to save a mind; the practice of good and wisdom 
is the best savior."86 Also, the Buddha has said in the P'ing cha wang ying king (Bimbasararajapratyud- 
gamanasutra): "The ordinary person ( prthagjana ) does not listen to the Dharma, the ordinary person is 
attached to the Atman.However, in the Fa eul ye king (Sutra of the two nights of the Dharma, or 
Dharmaratridvyayasutra), it is said: "From the night when he acquired the Path to the night of the 
parinirvana, every teaching given by the Buddha is true and not false."88 Now if the individual did not 


Pali: So dibbena cakkhuna visuddhena....sugatim saggam lokam upapanna ti. 

Ariguttara, I, p. 22: ekapuggalo bhokkhave loke....araham sammasambuddho; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 3, p. 561a9; 
Kosha, IX, p. 259. 

8® I [Lamotte] am unable to locate this citation either in the Dhammapada or in the Udanavarga. 

87 T 26 (no. 62), k. 11, p. 498b 10: These balaprthagjanas who have understood ( asrutavat ) nothing see the self as their 
self and become attached to the self. But there is no 'me' ( atman ) and there is no 'mine' ( dtmiya ). The 'me' is empty, the 
'mine' is empty. - A parallel passage in T41, p. 826al9: Those who call what is not a self a self are fools ( bala ) who have 
understood little. 

The Bimbasdrasutra or Bimbasararajapratyudgamanasutra is well known: 

1) A portion of the Sanskrit original, entitled Bimbasdrasutra, has been recovered from central Asia by the Turfan 
expedition and published in Waldschmidt, Bruchstiicke, p. 114-148. 

2) It is quoted in Kosa, III, p. 84, IX, p. 249 and Kosavyakhya, p. 299: bdlah prthijanah samskaramdtram....karma 
drabhate. 

3) It has been translated twice into Chinese: a. P'in pi so lo wang ying fo king (Bimbisararaja-pratyudgamanasutra) in 
Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 62), k. 11, p. 497b. - b. Fo chouo p'in p'o so lo wang king (Bimbasarasutra), translation of Fa 
hien, T 41, p. 825. 

4) There is a Tibetan version entitled: Mdo chen po gzugs can shin pos bsu ba €es bya ba 
(Bimbasarapratyudgamanamahasutra), Mdo XXV, 2 ) Csoma-Feer, p. 275; OKC, no. 955). It has been analyzed by 
Waldschmidt in Bruchstiicke, p. 144-148. 

5) The Sarvastivadin Vinaya (Che song liu, T 1435, k. 24, p. 174b) considers the P'in po cha lo po lo che k'ie mo nan 
(Bimibasarapratyudgamana) as one of the 'great sutras' known concerning a very learned upasaka. 

Bimbasara met Sakyamuni twice. A first meeting occurred before the Buddha's enlightenment, at Rajagrha near 
Pandavapabbata. The Mpps will allude to it below, k. 3, p. 77a. The second meeting was after the enlightenment; 
Bimbasara with a numerous retinue went to the Buddha whom he found at the Supatitthacetiya of Latthivanuyyana. The 
Bimbasararajapratyudgamanasutra refers to this second meeting and it was then that the king was converted along with all 
his people. This conversion is related in the Vinaya and the Lives of the Buddha: Vinaya, I, p. 35-39 (tr. Rh. D. - 
Oldenberg, I, p. 136-144) to be compared with Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 1074), k. 38, p. 279a-c, and T100 (nO. 13), k. 1, p. 
377a-c. - Mahavastu, III, p. 443-449. - Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 16, p. 110a. - Sseu feu liu, T 1428, k. 33, p. 707c. - Ken 
pen chouo...p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 7, p. 135 seq. - Dhammapadattha, I, p. 88 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, I, p. 197). - 
Nidanakatha, p. 83. 

88 This so-called "Sutra of the two nights" is a well-known aphorism found in Dlgha, III, p. 135; Aiiguttara, II, p. 24; 
Itivuttaka, p. 121; Sumaiigala. I, p. 66; Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 137), k. 34, p. 645bl8: yah ca rattim tathdgato....eva hoti 
mo ahhathd. 
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truly exist, why would the Buddha say [without lying]: "With my divine eye I consider beings"? It must be 
concluded that the individual does exist, but only from the mundane point of view and not from the 
absolute pount of view. 

Question. - The absolute point of view is true ( bhutam satya) and, because it is true, it is called absolute; 
the other points of view cannot be true. 

Answer. - That is not correct. Taken separately, the four points of view are true. The true nature ( tathatd ), 
the nature of phenomena ( dharmatd ), the summit of existence ( bhutakoti ), do not exist from the mundane 
point of view, but they do exist from the absolute point of view. In the same way, individuals exist from 
the mundane point of view, but do not exist from the absolute point of view. Why? When the five 
aggregates ( skandha ) that are the causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ) for the individual exist, the 
individual exists. Just as when the color ( rupa ), odor ( gandha ), taste (rasa) and tangible ( spmstavya ) that 
are the causes and conditions for milk (ksfra) exist, the milk exists. If milk did not really exist, the [60a] 
causes and conditions for milk would not exist either. But since the causes and conditions for milk really 
do exist, it too must exist.89 Since the causes and conditions for a second head ( dvitrya sTrsa) or a third 
hand ( tritiya hasta) do not exist in humans, it is out of the question (prajnapti ) for them. Such 
characterizations ( nimittanaman ) consitute the mundane point of view 

b. What is the individual point of view ( pratipaurusika siddhanta )? It is to preach the doctrine taking into 
consideration (apeksya) the state of mind (cittapravrtti) of the individual. The latter understands or does 
not understand the given subject. Thus a sutra says: "As a result of actions of different retribution 
( sambhinnavipakakarma ), one is reborn in different universes (, sambhinnalokadhdtu ), one experiences 
different contacts ( sambhinnasparsa ) and different feelings ( sambhinnavedana ).90 On the other hand, the 
P'o k'iun na king (Phalgunasutra) says: "There is no-one who undergoes contact; there is no-one who 
experiences sensation. 9 1 

Question. - How do these two sutras agree? 

Answer. - There are people who doubt the here-after (amutra), who do not believe in sin (papa ) or merit 
( punya ), who commit evil acts (akusalacarya) and who fall into the wrong view of annihilation 
(ucchedadrsti). In order to cut these doubts ( samsaya ), to suppress these bad practices and uproot this 


Later it was accepted that the Bhagavat teaches by an instaneous emission of voice (ekaksanagudaharena), or even that 
he does not speak at all (cf. Vasumitra, p. 20; Fo houa yen king, T 279, k. 80, p. 443c; Wei mo kie so chouo king, T 475, 
k. 1, p. 538a; Niraupamyastava by Nagarjuna, v. 7, in JRAS, 1932, p. 314: nodahrtam tvaya....dharmavarsena tarpitah; 
Hobogirin, p. 215-217; Siddhi, p. 796). The "Sutra of the two nights" was modified consequently: Madh. vrtti, p. 366, 
539: yam ca santamaterdtrim....napipravyaharisyati. - Panjika, p. 419: yasyam ratrau tathdgato....niscarantamsrinvanti. 
- Laiikavatara, p. 142-143: yam ca ratrim tathdgato.... avacanam buddhavacanam. 

The exanple of milk is repeated in Kosa, IX, p. 239. 

9® Cf.Anguttara, I, p. 134: Yatth' assa attabhavo....vd aoare vdpariydye. - Tr. When a person is reborn, his action ripens 
and, when this action is ripe, he undergoes its retribution in this lifetime or another. 

91 Samyutta, II, p. 13; Tsa a han, T99 (no. 372), k. 13, p. 102a: phusatiti aham na vadami....vediyatiti aham na vaddmi. - 
Sanskrit fragments of the Phalgunasutra in Kosa, IX, p. 260; Kosavyakhya, p. 707. 
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wrong view of nihilism, the Buddha asserts that a person is reborn in different universes, with different 
contacts ( sparsa ) and different sensations ( vedand ). But Phalguna himself believed in the existence of a 
soul ( dtman ), the existence of the purusa , and had fallen into the wrong view of eternalism ( sdsvatadrsti ). 
He asked the Buddha: "Venerable One ( bhadanta ), who is it that experiences sensation?" If the Buddha 
had replied: "It is such and such ( amuka ) a one who experiences sensation", Phalguna would have fallen 
more deeply into the wrong view of eternalism, his belief in the pudgala (individual) and the atman (soul) 
would have grown and been irremediably strengthened. That is why the Buddha, when talking to him, 
denied that there is a being who feels ( vedaka ) or a being who touches (sparsaka). Characteristics such as 
these are called the individual point of view.92 


92 It is a well-known fact that in his teaching, the Buddha takes into account the intention and state of mind of his 
questioner. See the interview of the Buddha with Vacchagotta: Samyutta, IV, p. 400; Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 961)., k. 34, p. 
245b; T 100 (no. 195), k. 10, p. 444c. 

The Buddha refuses to say to Vacchagotta whether the self exists or whether it does not exist. Ananda asks him the 
reason. Ths Buddha explains himself by saying: If, Ananda, when the wandering monk Vacchagotta asked me: " Does the 
self exist?", I had answered him: "The self exists", that would have confirmed, Ananda, the doctrine of the Samanas and 
the Brahmanas who believe in eternalism. If, Ananda, when the wandering monk Vacchagotta asked me: "Does the self 
not exist?", I had answered: "The self does not exist", that would have confirmed the doctrine of the Samanas and the 
Brahmanas who believe in nihilism. If, Ananda, when the wandering monk Vacchagotta asked me: "Does the self exist", I 
had answered: "The self exists", would that have been useful in making the knowledge arise in him that all dhannas are 
non-self?" - "That would not have been so, O Lord." - "If, on the other hand, Ananda, when the wandering monk 
Vacchagotta asked me: "Does the self not exist", I had answered: "The self does not exist", would that not have had the 
result of precipitating the wandering monk Vacchagotta from one misconception into another greater misconception: "My 
self did not exist previously. And now it does not exist at all." (Oldenberg, Buddha, p. 309-310). - Similarly Kosa, IX, p. 
262-4: Why has the Bhagavat not declared that the vital principle (jiva) is the body? Because the Bhagavat takes into 
consideration the intention ( asaya ) of the person who is questioning him. The latter understands by jiva, not an imaginary 
being, the simple designation of the elements, but an individual, a real living entity; and on thinking of this individual, he 
asks if the jiva is identical with or different from the body. This jiva does not exist in an absolute manner: it bears no 
relationship either of identity or difference with what is: the Bhagavat therefore condemns both answers. In the same way, 
one cannot say that the hairs of the tortoise are hard or soft... Why does the Bhagavat not answer that the jiva does not 
exist in an absolute way? Again because he takes into account the intention of the questioner. The latter perhaps is asking 
about the jfva with the idea that the jiva is the series of elements ( skandha ). If the Bhagavat answered that the jiva does 
not exist absolutely, the questioner would fall into wrong view. Besides, as the questioner is incapable of understanding 
dependent arising ( pratityasamutpada ), he is not a suitable receptacle for the holy Dharma: the Bhagavat therefore does 
not tell him that the jiva exists only as a designation. - Lav. Nirvana, p. 118-119: " The scholastic likes to say that the 
Buddha varied his teaching according to the dispositions of his listeners: that some sutras, of clear meaning ( nitartha), 
must be undertood literally; that other sutras, of implicit and non-inferential meaning ( neyartha ) must be interpreted: a 
convenient hypothesis for the exegetists and legitimate in many cases. The Canon sees in the Buddha a physician, the 
great physician; the scholastic represents him as an empiricist. The Buddha was afraid lest the common man, reassured on 
the side of hell, should not commit sin; he wants the wise to learn to divest themselves of all egotism: thus to some he 
teaches the existence of a self and to others the non-existence of a self. In the same way the tigress carries her young ones 
in her jaw: she locks her teeth just enough so that they don't fall - into the heresy of nihilism of the empirical self - but 
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c. The antidotal point of view (prdtipaksika siddhanta). - There are dharmas that exist as counteragents 
( pratipaksa ) but do not exist as true natures (, bhutasvabhdva ). Thus hot ( usna ), fatty ( medasvin), acidic 
{katuka), salty ( lavana ) plants and foods ( osadhydkahdra ) are a counteragent in illnesses of wind 
( vdyuvyddhi ), but are not not a remedy in other sicknesses. ^3 Cold (sita), sweet ( madhura ), bitter ( tikta ), 
acrid ( karkasa) plants and foods are a counteragent in illnesses of fire ( tejovyddhi ) but are not a remedy in 
other illnesses. Acidic {katuka), bitter {tikta), acrid {karkasa) and hot {usna) plants and foods are a 
countergent for chills ( sttavyadhi ) but are not a remedy in other illnesses. It is the same in the 
Buddhadharma, to remedy sickness of the mind ( cetovyddhi ). Contemplation of the disgusting 
(i asubhabhdvana )^4 is a good counteragent {kusala pratipaksadharma) in the sickness of attachment 
( rdgavyddhi ); it is not good {kusala) in the sickness of hatred {dvesavyddhi) and is not a remedy 
( pratipaksadharma ). Why? Asubhabhdvana is the contemplation of bodily defects {kdyadosapariksd)- if a 
hateful man contemplates the faults of his enemy, he increases the flame of his hatred. - Meditation on 
loving-kindness {maitncittamaniskara) is a good remedy in the sickness of hatred {dvesavyddhi)-, it is not 
good, not a remedy, in the sickness of attachment {rdgavyddhi). Why? Loving-kindness ( maitricitta ) 
consists of seeking reasons for love for others and contemplating their qualities (guna). If a person full of 
attachment seeks the reasons for love and contemplates the qualities [of the person whom he loves], he 
increases his attachment (rdga). - The contemplation of causes and conditions ( hetupratyayapariksd ) is a 
good counteragent in the sickness of delusion {mohavyddhi); it is not good, not a remedy, in the sicknesses 
of hatred [60b] and attachment {rdgadvesavyddhi). Why? Because it is as a result of previous wrong 
contemplation (purvamithyapariksd) that wrong view {mithyadrsti) arises. Wrong view is delusion 
{moha)P' > 

Question. - In the Buddadharma it is said that the twelve causes and conditions {hetuprayaya) are profound 
{gambhira). Thus the Buddha said to Ananda: "This dependent arising {pratTtyasamutpdda) is profound 
(gambhira ), difficult to see {duridrsa), difficult to understand {duravabodha), difficult to discover 
{duranubodha), difficult to penetrate {duradhigamana), knowable only by a sage of subtle and skillful 


avoids hurting them - with the teeth of the heresy of self as a real thing." The comparison of the tigress is from 
Kumaralabha, in Kosa, IX, p. 265. 

93 For pathogenesis and medical practices, see Hobogirin, BhB, p. 249-262. 

94 Asubhabhdvana, contemplation of the decomposing corpse, will be studied below, k. 19, p. 198c-199a. - Scriptural 
sources are not very numerous, e.g.,Vinaya, III, p. 68; Dlgha, II, p. 296; Majjhima, III, p. 82; Anguttara, III, p. 323. - Pali 
scholasticism: Dhammasangani, p.55: asubhajhana (tr. Rh. D., p. 63, n. 2); Visuddhimagga, p. 178; Rh. D., Brethren, p. 
123; Warren, Buddhism, p. 353; Aung, Compendium, p. 121, n. 6; Hardy, Eastern Monachism, p. 247. - Sanskrit sources: 
Siksasamucchaya, p. 209 (tr. Bendall-Rouse, p. 202; Bodhicaryavatara, VIII, v. 63; Huber, Sutralamkara, p. 190-191; 
Kosa, VI, p. 149; Kern, Manual, p. 54; Przyluski, Asoka. p. 386. 

95 The ideas expressed in this line are repeated and developed by Santideva in his Siksasamucchaya, chap. XII: 
Contemplation of the horrible {asubhabhdvana) is the antidote {pratipaksa ) for raga (p. 206-212); loving-kindness 
(; maitri) is the remedy for hatred (p. 212-219); the analysis of dependent-arising ( pratityasamutpadadarsana) is the 
antidote for mahanusaya (p. 219-228). Cf. Tr. Bendall-Rouse, p. 196-215. 
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mind ( suksma nipunapanditavijndvedamya). If a fool ( mudha ) can barely understand superficial 
phenomena, how could he understand profound causes and conditions? Then why do you say that the fool 
should contemplate the law of causes and conditions? 

Answer. - The word 'fool' does not mean stupid in the manner of an ox (go) or sheep (edaka). The fool is a 
person who is seeking the true path, but who, as a result of wrong thoughts and contemplations, produces 
all kinds of wrong views ( mithyadrsti ). For him, contemplation of causes and conditions 
(hetupratityapariksd) is a good counteragent. But for people prey to hatred or passion (dvesardgacarita) 
who voluntarily seek pleasure or are angry with their neighbor, such a contemplation is not good, is not a 
remedy; it is contemplation of the disgusting (asubabhdvana) or contemplation of loving-kindness 
(maitrfchttamanasikdra) which would be a good remedy for them. Why? Because these two 
contemplations are able to uproot the poisonous thorn ( visakantaka ) of hatred and attachment (rdga). 

Furthermore, there are beings attached ( abhinivista ) to the erroneous thesis of eternalism ( nityaviparydsa ), 
who are ignorant of the series of similar moments (sadrsasamtdna) [that constitute a phenomenon].97 For 
such people, contemplation of the transitory nature of the dharmas (lit. anityapariksd) is of therapeutic 
order (prdtipdksika) and not of absolute (pdramdrthika ) order. Why? Because all dharmas are empty of 
self nature ( svabhavasunya ). Thus a stanza says: 

To see the permanent in the transitory, 

That is a mistake. 

In emptiness, in the point of the transitory. 

How could permanence be seen there?^ 


96 The words addressed by the Buddha to Ananda are, rather: gambhira cdyam Ananda paticcasamuppado 
gambhiravabhaso ca: cf. Samyutta, II, p. 92; Dlgha, II, p. 55; Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 13), k. 10, p. 60bl0; Jen pen yu 
cheng, T 14, p. 242a; Tchong a han, T 16 (no. 97), k. 24, p. 578b; Ta cen yi, T 52, p. 844b. - The more developed 
formula, given by the Mpps, was pronounced by the Tathagata at the foot of the Ajapalanigrodha tree, after his 
enlightnement: Vinaya, I, p. 4; Dlgha, II, p. 36; Majjhima, I, p. 167; Samyutta, I, p. 136, etc.: adhigato kho me ayam 
dhammo gambhiro duddaso duranubodho santo pcinito atakhavacaro nipuno panditavedaniyo. - The Sanskrit phrase is 
longer and shows less uniformity; it occurs in Mahavastu, III, p. 314, 1. 15; Mahavyutpatti, no. 2914-2927; Lalitavistara, 
p. 392; Divya, p. 492 (which is very close to the Pali): gambhiro me dharmo 

gambhiravabhaso durdrso duranubodho 'tarko 'tarkdvacaro suksmo nipunapanditavijndvedaniyah. 

97 In other words, they ignore the momentary nature of the dharmas ( dharmaksanikatva ). According to the Buddhism of 
the Lesser Vehicle, the phenomenon perishes from instant to instant and is reborn, similar to itself, from moment to 
moment. It thus appears as a series ( samtdna , prabhandha) of similar moments (sadrsaksana). The Sarvastivada- 
Vaibhasika and the Sautrantika schools debate on the duration of the ksana and on the evolution of the samtdna 
(Karmasiddhi-prakarana, Introduction, p. 1-30). 

9® Madh. karika, XXIII, 13, p. 460; Tchong louen, T 1564, k. 4, p. 3 lc 10; Pan jo teng louen che, T 1566, k. 14, p. 123a6: 
anitya nityam ity evam grdho viparyayah / 
nanityam vidyate sute grdho viparayayah // 
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Question. - All conditioned phenomena {samskrta) have a transitory ( anitya ) nature: that is an absolute 
mark. Why do you say that the transitory is unreal ( asatya )? Conditioned dharmas {samskrta), by virtue of 
the marks of arising ( utpdda ), duration ( sthiti ) and cessation (bhanga)^, first arise, then last, and finally 
perish; why do you say that the trasitory is unreal? 

Answer. - Conditioned dharmas cannot have these three marks ( lakhana ). Why? Because these three marks 
are not real. If birth, duration and cessation were marks of the conditioned, these three marks would 
equally have to be present at the arising of the conditioned, for arising is a mark of the conditioned. In the 
same way, these three marks each would equally have to be present separately everywhere, which would 
be absurd. It would be the same for duration and cessation. Since birth, duration and cessation, taken 
separately, do not each [and per modum unius ] have birth-duration-cessation, they cannot be called marks 
of the conditioned ( samskrtalaksana ).100 Why? Because the marks of conditioned dharmas do not exist. 
Consequently, the transitory nature of dharmas is not of the absolute order. 

Furthermore, if every real entity ( bhutasvabhava ) were transitory {anitya), retribution of actions 
{karmavipaka) could not take place. Why? Because transitoriness is the cessation after arising. Just as as a 
rotten seed {putika bkja) [ 60 c] cannot produce a fruit ( phala ), thus there would be no action {karman) and, 
the act not existing, how could there be retribution ( vipdka )? Now every good doctrine ( dryadharma) 


99 The marks of the conditioned dhanna {samkrtadharmalaksana) have already been mentioned in the canonical 
scriptures: (1) two marks, arising ( utpdda) and cessation {vyaya), in Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 49); (2) three marks, arising 
{utpdda) cessation {vaya) and change of that which lasts ( thitassa or thitdnam annathatta), in the corresponding Pali 
Nikayas: Samyutta, III, p. 37; Aiiguttara, I, p. 152: katamesam dvuso....pahnnayati; (3) the third mark, thitassa 
ahhdthattam ,is corrected to sthity-anyathatva in the corresponding Sanskrit Agama ( Documents Sanskrits de la secotide 
collection. A. Stein, JRAS, 1913, p. 573; Madh. vrtti, p. 145): trimmani bhiksavah samskrtasya....prajhayate; - (4) the 
Abhidharma allows only three marks: Kathavatthu, I, p. 61; Visuddhimagga, p. 431, 473; Aung, Compendium, p. 25. - 
Some scholars omit even duration or sthiti (cf. Aung, Points of Controversy, p. 374-375). 

In general, the scholarly treatises speak of four marks: birth {utpdda), old age (jara), duration {stithi) and impermanence 
(anityatd ): P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 38, p. 198c9; Kosha, II, p. 222. The marks of the conditioned occur in the definition of 
kshana, the instantaneous duration of phenomenon. See the study by Lav., Notes sur le moment des Vaiibhasika et des 
Sautrantika, MCB, V, 1937, p. 134-158. As real entities, they are rejected by the Sautrantikas (Kosa, II, p. 226-228), the 
Madhyamikas (Madh. vrtti, chap. VII: Samskrtapariksa, p. 145-179) and the Vijnanavadins (Siddhi, p. 64-68). In its 
refutation, the Mpps takes its inspiration especially from the Madh. vrtti. 

100 The argument is taken up in Madh. karika, VIII, 2, p. 146: utpadddyas trsyo....katham ekadd. 

Tr.: The three marks, arising, etc., taken separately, are incapable of filling the role of marks of the conditioned. Taken 
together, how could they occur in one single category at the same time? - The commentary (p. 146-147) explains: At the 
time of duration, birth and cessation do not exist. Thus duration belongs to something which lacks arising and cessation. 
But a category that lacks arising and cessation does not exist. Consequently, duration cannot be applied to a category as 
nonexistent as a sky-flower... On the other hand, the three marks cannot occur in one single category at the same time, for 
they are opposite to one another like desire and renunciation or light and shadow. Who could reasonably claim that one 
and the same category lasts and perishes at the very moment that it is born? 
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accepts retribution. 1 That which should be believed by a person of good knowledge ( kushalajndna ) 
should not be denied. Therefore the dharmas are not transitory. For innumerable reasons of this kind, we 
say that the transitoriness of the dharmas cannot be affirmed. [What is said here about the alleged transitory 
characteristic of the dharmas] is also true for their nature of suffering (, duhkhe ), of non-self (anatmaka), 
etc. 102 Characteristics of this kind are called the therapeutic point of view. 

d. The absolute point of view (paramarthikasaddhanta). - Every essence (, dharmatd ), every category of 
speech ( upadeshdbhidhdna ), every dharma and adharma, may be subdivided ( vibhakta ), broken into pieces 
( bhinna ) and scattered ( prakxrna ), one after the other; but the true Dharma ( bhiitadharma ), the domain 
( gocara ) of the buddhas, pratyekabuddhas and arhats can neither be broken apart nor scattered. That which 
has not been understood (t'ong) in the preceding points of view is completely understood here. What is 
meant by 'understood'? By 'understood' is meant the absence of any defect ( sarvadosavisamyoga ), 
unchangeability (, aparinamatva), invincibility (ajeyatva). ^ Why? Because if one deviates from the 
absolute point of view, the other teachings ( upadesa ), the other points of view ( suddhanta ) are all 
destroyed. Some stanzas in the Tchongyi king (Arthavarglya siitra)!^ sa y : 


101 p or Buddhists, belief in the after-life and the retribution of actions is the corner-stone of morality. Negation of good 
and evil is the wrong view (mithyadrsti) par excellence (Kosa, IV, p. 36, 137, 167). - On the other hand, the Buddha 
recognized the Jatilas, worshippers of fire, and admitted them without noviciate ( parivasa) "because they believe in 
kanna" (Vinaya, T P- 71). 

102 All dharmas are transitory ( anicca ), perishable ( vayadhamma ), non-self ( anatta ) and of suffering ( dukkha ). Cf. 
Samyutta, III, p. 44 (the corresponding Sanskrit of which may be found in JRAS, 1913, p. 573, and the Chinese version in 
Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 84), k. 3, p. 21c): rupam bhikkhave aniccam....anupdddya asavehi. - Other references in Rhys Davids 
- Stede, s. v. sankhara, in fine. 

Expressions to designate the absolute are not lacking in Buddhist texts. Lav. in Siddhi, p. 748-750 cites some lists 
which are given here: 

1) Ta pan jo lo mi to king T 220, k. 360, p. 853cl0: tathata, dharmatd, avitathata, avikdratathata, niyamatd, 
dharmaniyama, dharmasthiti, akasadhdtu, bhutakoti, acintyadhdtu. 

2) Panjika, p. 421: bodhir buddhatvam ekdnekasvabhavaiviktam . samvrtim upadayabhidhiyate. 

3) Long list of synonyms in the Vijnanavadin sutras. Cf. Samdhinirmocana, p. 28: paramdrtha, tathata, dharmatd, 
dharmadhmatu, bhutakoti, vijhaptimdtra, visuddhdlambana, svabhdvabihsvabhavatd, dharmanairdtmya, siinyatd. - 
Laiikavatara, p. 192-193: anirodha, anutpada, siinyatd, tathata, satyata, bhutakoti,dharmadhdtu, nirvana, nitya, samata, 
advaya. 

4) All these words are repeated and defined in the Vijnanavadin treatises. Madhyantavibhaiiga, p. 49-51: tathata 
bhuakotis cdnimittam....sdsatah; - Samgraha, p. 121: prakrtivyavasana, tathata, siinyatd, bhutakoti, animitta, paramdrtha, 
dharmadhdtu', - Tsa tsi louen, T 1606, k. 2, p. 702b: tathata, nairatmya, siinyatd, animitta, bhutakoti, paramdrtha, 
dharmadhdtu', - Fo ti king louen, T 1530, k. 7, p. 323a24: tathata, dharmadhdtu, tattva and bhava, siinyatd and abhdva, 
bhiitakoli, paramdrtha. 

104 These Arthavargiyani sutrani, Atthakavagga in Pali, constitute one of the earliest of the primitive Buddhist 
documents. 

In Pali, the Atthakavagga "Section of the Eight" is a group of sixteen sutras forming the fourth chapter of the Suttanipata, 
which itself is the fifteenth work of the Khuddhakanikaya, fourth and last collection of the Suttapitaka (cf. Wintemitz, 
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Being based on wrong views ( drsti ) 

And on futile nonsense ( prapanca ), each one gives rise to quarrels (vivada). 
Seeing the arising of all that 
Is the correct view of knowledge. 

If the refusal to accept the system of another ( paradharma ) 

Is the action of a fool ( bdla ), 

Then all the teachers ( upadesin ) 

Are, in truth, fools. 


[61a] If being based on personal views 
In order to produce futile nonsense 
Constituted pure knowledge, 


Literature, II, p. 92-98; Law, Pali Literature, I, p. 232-260). Under the name Atthakavaggika or Atthakavaggikani, this 
book is cited in Vinaya, I, p. 196; Samyutta, III, 12; Udana, p. 59. 

There exists in Sanskrit an Arthavarga, or rather ArthavargTyani sutrani, "Section on Meaning", of which fragments have 
been found in eastern Turkestan (cf. M. Anesaki, JPTS, 1906-1907, p. 50 seq.: R. Hoernle, JRAS, 1916, p. 709 seq.; 
1917, p. 134). These Arthvarglyani sutrani are cited in Divyavadana, p. 20, 35; in Bodh. bhumi, p. 48, and according to 
Kosavyakhya, p. 33, they are part of the Ksudrakagama ( arlhavargiycini sutrani Ksudrake pathyante). Under the title 
ArthavargTyasutra, in Tibetan Don gyi tshoms kyi mdo , it is cited in the Dulva. 

It has been translated into Chinese by Tche k'ien, between 223 and 253, under the name Yi tsou king (123 and 7; 157; 120 
and 7), literally, "Sutra of the Feet of Meaning". T 198, IV, p. 174-188. 

The work is often quoted in the Chinese Tripitaka, unfortunately under very different titles that often do not pennit 
immediate identification. Here are some references: 

(1) Transliterated titles: A t'o p'o king (Arthavarglya sutra) in Mpps, T 1509, k. 1, p. 63c. - A t'o po k'i sieou tou lou 
(Arthavarglya sutra) in the Sarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1435, k. 24, p. 174b. 

(2) Translated titles: Yi p'in (Section on meaning ox Arthavarga) in Samyuktagama, T 99 (no. 551), k. 20, p. 144b and c: 
Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 34, p. 176a; Hiuan tsang's translation of the Kosh, T 1558, k. 1, p. 3b; Yogacaryabhumisastra, T 
1579, k. 36, p. 489a. 

Yipou (Section on Meaning ox Arthavarga) in Paramartha's translation of the Kosa, T 1559, k. 1, p. 164a. 

Tchongyi king (Sutra of all Meanings) in Mpps, T 1509, k. 1, p. 60c. 

Tchongyip'in (Section of all meanings) in Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 4, p. 17a; k. 137, p. 706a. 

Chouo yi (Explanation of Meaning) in the P'i ni mou king, T 1463, k. 3, p. 818a. 

Che lieouyip'in king (Sutra of the Sixteen Sections of Meaning) in the Mahlsasaka Vinaya, T 1421, k. 21, p. 144b. 

Pa po k'i king (Sutra of the Eight Sections or Astavargiyasutra) in the Mahasamghika Vinaya, T 1425, k. 23, p. 416a. 

Che lieouyi kiu (Sutra of the Sixteen Phrases of Meaning) in the Dhannaguptaka Vinaya, T 1428, k. 39, p. 845c. 
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There would be no-one of impure knowledge. ^ 

In these three stanzas, the Buddha is concerned with the absolute point of view. 

[First stanza]. - It is said that ordinary people depend on wrong views ( drsti ), on systems (, dharma ), on 
theories ( updesa ) and therefore stir up quarrels ( vivdda ). Futile nonsense ( prapanca ) is the origin of 
quarrels and futile nonsense gives birth to wrong views (drsti). A stanza says: 

Because one adopts systems, there are quarrels. 

If no-one accepted anything, what could they discuss? 

By accepting or rejecting 'views' 

People are all divided. 

The yogin who knows this does not accept any system (dharma), does not accept any nonsense 
(prapanca), adheres to nothing and believes in nothing. 106 jq ot le ally taking part in any discussion 


105 These stanzas probably mean: (1) The real truth consists of not adhering to any system, in not entering into any 
acholastic quarrel. - (2) Indeed, all the teachers are fools: they treat as fools those who do not accept their ideas and 
themselves are treated as fools by their adversaries. - 

(3) All claim to have found the truth and, if they were to be believed, in the world there would be only impeccable 
philosophical systems. 

These three stanzas roughly correspond to the first five strophes of the Culaviyuhasutta , the twelfth sutta of the 
Atthakavagga (Suttanipata,, v. 878-882; tr. Fausboll, p. 167-168; tr. R. Chalmers, Buddha's Teachings, Cambridge M, 
1932, p. 211). The Pali text differs considerably from the citation of the Mpps given here, as well as the Chinese 
translation of Tche k'ien in T 198, k. 2, p. 182a-b). 

(1) Saham saham....ahevait do. 

(2) Evam pi viggayha....kushala vadana. 

(3) Parassa ce dhammam....ime ditthiparibbasdna. 

(4) Sanditthiyacepana....pi tathha samatta. 

(5) Na vaham etam....ti param dah anti. 

Transl. The Disciple. - (1) Fixed in personal views, many [masters], quarreling amongst themselves, affirm that they are 
[the only] wise ones [and say]: "Those who accept that understand the [true] doctrine; those who reject that are 
imperfect." - (2) Quarreling thus, they debate and say: "My adversary is a fool, an ignoramus." Then what is the true 
doctrine among all of these, because all these [masters] claim to be [the only] wise ones? 

The Buddha. - (3) If he who does not recognize the doctrine of his adversary is a fool, an inferior being of little 
intelligence, then all of these [masters] are fools of little intelligence, [for] all hold to their own [personal] views. (4) Or, 
if they are truly purified by their own views, if they are of pure intellect, wise and mindful, no-one among them is of little 
intelligence for their views are equally perfect. - (5) But I do not call 'reality' that which these fools say to one another. 
They make the truth of their own view; that is why they treat their adversary as a fool. 

106 The horror of the Buddha and his disciples for any argument, more pretended than real, is well known: 

Suttanipata, v. 897: yd kac' imd sammutiyo....khantim akubbamdno. - Sanskrit text in Bodh. bhumi, p.48-49: yah kascana 
samvrtayo....kdntim asamorakurvan. - Tr.: The Muni does not take up the opinions that are current in the world, for he is 
independent. How could the person who feels no attraction to what he sees and hears submit himself? 
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( vivada ), he knows the taste of the ambrosia ( amritarasa ) of the Buddhadharma. To act otherwise is to 
reject the doctrine. 

[Second stanza]. - If all of those who do not accept the systems of others (paradharma), who do not know 
them and who do not adopt them, were ignoramuses, then all the masters ( upadesin ) would be 
ignoramuses. Why? Because, taken individually, each one reject the systems of his neighbors [to adhere to 
his own]. Actually, a system that affirms itself to be absolutely pure ( paramarthasuddha ) is denigrated by 
others as being impure. Such, for example, are the mundane penal laws ( dandadhanna ), by virtue of which 
executioners carry out punishments ( danda ), executions ( vadha) and impurities (, asubha ) of all kinds. ^ 
Worldly people accept them and hold them to be absolutely pure, whereas others, pravrajitas and aryas, 
consider them to be impure. According to the ccustoms of the tlrthikas and the pravrajitas, one stays 
between five fires, one stands on one leg, one tears out one's hair, etc. 108 . what the Ni k'ien tseu 
(Nirgranthaputras) hold as reasonable, other people call foolishness. In the various systems of the tlrthikas, 
pravrajitas, svetabaras, brahmanas, etc., each considers good what his neighbor denigrates. - In the 
Buddhist system as well, there are Tou tseu (Vatsiputrlya) bhiksus who say: "Just as there is a dharma 'eye' 
(i caksus ) by the coming together of the four great elements ( catunnahdbhutasamyoga ), so there is a dharma 
'individual' (pudgala) ' 09 f rom the coming together of the five aggregates ( pancaskandhasamyoga ). 

In the Tou tseu a pi t'an (VatsTputiTyabhidharma) it is said: "The five aggregates ( skandha ) are not separate 
from the pudgala and the pudgala is not separate from the five aggregates. It cannot be said that the five 
aggregates are the pudgala nor that there is a pudgala apart from the five aggregates. The pudgala is a fifth 


Samyutta, III, p. 138: naham bhikkhave lokena....tam atthiTti vadali. - Sanskrit text in Madh. vrtti, p. 370: loko maya 
sardham....tan nasti samatam. Tr.: It is the world that argues with me, it is not I who argue with the world. That which is 
accepted in the world is also accepted by me, that which is rejected by the world is also rejected by me. - Chinese 
translation in Tsa a han, T99 (no. 37), k. 2, p. 8b. 

Madh. vrtti, p. 57: The silence of the aryas is the abslute ( paramartha hy dryanam tusmmbhavah). 

Samdhinirmocana, II, par. 4: Cognizable by intuition, neutral domain, ineffable, destroyer of ordinary experience: that is 
the absolute. Its nature transcends all speculation. 

107 p or p ena [ punishments, see Jolly, Recht und Sitte, p. 129-131. 

108 c om p are Aryadeva's Po louen, T 1569, k. 1, p,168b. - Several sutras infonn us about the ascetic practices at the time 
of the Buddha, e.g., Majjhima (no. 12), I, p.68-83; (no. 14), I, p. 91-95. Lav. Histoire, I, p.290-314, has an important 
chapter on Hindu ascetiscism, mendicant and monastic life and the sects of the Buddhist epoch. 

109 Belief in the personality or Pudgalavada, defended by several Buddhist sects (Lav., Nirvana, p. 34), is generally 
attributed to the Vatslputrlya-Sammitlyas (see Kosavyakhya, p. 699). The only text of the school that has come down to 
us, the San mi ti pou louen, T 1649, has not yet been studied (cf. Przyluski, Concile, p. 73; Lav., Introduction to the Kosa, 
p. LX-LXII). The Pudgalavada is especially known by the texts that oppose it and the general works on the Buddhist 
sects. See Vasumitra, p. 53-57; Bhavya in Walleser, Sekten, p. 87; Katthavatthu, p. 1 (tr. Aung, Points of Controversy, p. 
8-14); L. de La Vallee Poussin, La controverse du temps at du Pudgala dans le Vijnanakmaya, EA, p.358-376; Kosa, 
chap. IX, p. 227-302 (important document from which later treatises have drawn widely); Sutralamkara, ed Levi, p. 154- 
160 (tr. Levi, p. 259-265); Bodhicaryavatara, IX, v. 73, and Pannjika, p.471-484; Madh. vritti, p. 340-481; Madh. avatara, 
p. 233-287 (tr. Lav., Museon, 1911, p. 282-328); Tattvasamgraha, I, p. 125-130 (tr. S. Schayer, Karmalasilas Kritik des 
Pudgalavada, RO, VIII, 1932, p. 68-93; tr. Jha, I, p. 217-226; Siddhi, p. 14-15. 
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category, an ineffable ( avaktavya ) dharma, contained in the pitaka."^ The adepts of the Chouo yi ts'ie 
yeou (Sarvastivada)l H say: "The pudgala is not established in any way, in any time, in any text 
(dharmaparydya ). It is non-existent like the horns of a hare ( sasavisana ) or the hairs of a tortoise 
(kurmaroman). Furthermore, the eighteen elements ( dhatu ), the twelve bases of consciousness ( dyatana ) 
and the five aggregates ( skandha ) truly exist, but the pudgala is not found among them."H“ On the other 
hand, in the Buddhist system, the adepts of the Fang kouang (Vaipulya) say: "All dharmas are unborn 
(i anutpanna ), non-destroyed ( aniruddha ), empty ( sunya) and non-existent (akimcana)^ '9 They are non¬ 
existent like the horns of [61b] a hare ( sasavisana ) or the hair of a tortoise (kurmaroman)."^ 14 All these 


HO The Vatslputnyabhidharma has been lost, if the Mpps is to be believed (below, k. 2, p. 70a), at least ionsofar as it 
here concerns the Sariputrabhidharma, T 1548, particularly respected by theVatsIputrlyas,. - But the text cited here is 
found in the San mi ti pou louen, T 1649, k. 1, p. 465b29: It cannot be said that the skandhas and the atman are different 
or non-different... The atman also is ineffable ( avaktavya ). - Kosa, IX, p. 232: The Vatslputrlyas accept a pudgala that is 
neither identical with the elements nor other than the elements: ibid. p. 237. The Vaslputrlya maintains that the pudgala is 
ineffable ( avaktavya ) concerning its relationship, identity or non-identity, with the elements... He distinguishes five 
categories of phenomena capable of being cognized (pancavidham jneyam ): (1-3) conditioned phenomena (samskrta) or, 
in other words, past, present and future phenomena; (4) non-caused phenomena (asamskrta), and (5) the ineffable or 
pudgala. - Madh. avatara, p. 268: Some maintain the real existence of a pudgala of which one cannot say that it is 
identical with the skandhas or different from the skandhas, permanent or impermanent; it is cognized by the six vijhanas; 
it is the object of the concept of self. 

HI The Sarvastivadin doctrine is that the self is merely a designation of the series of elements and a self does not exist in 
it. No proof, no proof of evidence, no proof of induction, establishes the existence of a self independent of these elements. 
That which in common language is called soul, self, vital principle, person, is merely a series ( samtdna, samtati), of 
which the elements are in the relationship of cause and effect, subject to the law of causality ( pratityasamutpada ). This 
solution, outlined in the Canon, DTgha, III, p. 105 ( vihhanasota ), Samyutta, III, p. 143 (samtdna), was adopted and 
developed by all the schools of the Lesser Vehicle which reject belief in a pudgala and profess nairdtmya. For the school 
of the Pali language and its doctrine of bhavanga, an explanation and some references will be found in Samgraha, p. 8-10. 
For the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasika 'series' on the one hand and the Sautrantika 'series' on the other hand, consult Kosa, II, 
p. 185: good resume in Lav., Morals, p. 196-200: Karmasiddhiprakarana, Introd., p. 15, 23-27. 

Cf. Kosa, IX, p. 247: The Bhagavat said to a brahman: "If I say that everything exists, it is a matter of the twelve 
bases of consciousness (dyatana)." The pudgala not being included in these twelve ay a tanas, it does not exist. - The sutra 
to which the Kosa alludes here is in Tsa a han, T 99 (nO. 319), k. 13, p. 91a: Everything, i.e., the twelve ay at anas, eye, 
etc. - Compare Samyutta, IV, p. 15, sabbam is defined by the enumeration of the twelve ay at anas, from the eye up to 
dharmas; Mahaniddesa, p. 133: sabbam vuccati dvadasayatanani; Kosa, V, p. 64. 

Nihilistic statements of this type abound in the sutras of the Greater Vehicle, e.g., Samdhinirmocana, VII, v. 1: 
nihsvabhdvah sarvadharma....prakrtiparinirvrtah. - Tr. All dharmas are without self nature, unborn, non-destroyed, calm 
from the beginning and essentially nirvanic. - Identical phrases in Ratnameghasutra, cited in Madh. vrtti, p. 225, and 
Subhasitasamgraha, Museon, Iv, 1903, p. 394; Sutralamkara, ed. Levi, XI, v. 51, p. 67; Samgraha, p. 128; 
Gaudapadakmarika, IV, 93. 

The horn of a hare ( sasavisena) or the hair of a tortoise (kurmaroman) - also the sky-flower (khapuspa) or the son of 
a barren woman (vandhyaputra) - are comparisons often used to designate impossibilities. Cf. Jataka, III, p. 477; 
Lankavatara, p. 41, 51, 52, 53, 61, 104, 188, 291, 341; Kosa, IX, p. 263. 
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teachers boast about their own system but reject that of others: they say: "This is true, the rest is false (idam 
eva saccam mogham annum). ^ It is their own system that they accept, it is their own system that they 
respect (pujayanti), it their own system that they practice ( bhdvayanti ). As for the system of another, they 
do not accept it, they do not respect it: they criticize it. 

[Third stanza]. - If by the sole fact [of having a system of their own] these teachers were pure and attained 
the absolute good, then there would not be any impure teachers, for they are all of them attached to a 
system. 

Question. - If the views ( drsti ) are all false, what is the absolute point of view ( paramarthika siddhdnta )? 

Answer. - It is the path that transcends all discourse (sarvadesandtikrdntamdrga), the arrest and destruction 
of the functioning of the mind ( cittapravrttisthitinirodha ), the absence of any support ( andsraya ), the non¬ 
declaration of the dharmas ( dharmdndm anidarsanam ), the true nature of the dharmas ( dharmdndm 
satyalaksanam), the absence of beginning, middle and end ( anddimadhydnta ), indestructibility 
(i aksayatva ), inalterability ( aviparinamatva ). That is what is called the absolute point of view. ^ ® It is said 
in the Mo ho yen yi kie (Mahayanarthagatha?): 

The end of discourse. 

The arrest of the functioning of the mind. 

Non-arising and non-destruction, 

Dharmas similar to nirvana. 


Speaking about subjects promoting action ( abhisamskdrasthdna ): 

Those are mundane systems. 

Speaking about subjects promoting non-action ( anabhisamskdrasthdna ): 
That is the absolute system. 

Everything is true, everything is false, 

Everything is both true and false at the same time, 

Everything is both false and true at the same time: 

That is the true nature of the dharmas. * * 7 


An old phrase used in arguments as conclusion to a thesis, cf. Majjhima, II, p. 169: ahum etam janami....mogham 
annnan ti. 

116 p or t [ le names 0 f tf le absolute, see above. 

Cf. Madh. vrtti, p. 369: sarvam tathyam na va tathyam....etad buddhanusasanam. 
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In various sutras of this kind, it is said that the absolute point of view (paramartika siddlianta ) has a 
profound ( gambhfra ) meaning, difficult to see ( durdrsa ), difficult to understand ( duravabodha ). The 
Buddha preaches the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra to explain [this meaning]. 

17. Furthermore, the Buddha has preached the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra because he wanted the 
brahmacarin Tch'ang tchao (Dlrghanakha)l ^ and other great masters ( upadesdcarya ), e.g., Sien nip'o ts'o 
k'iu to lo (Srenika Vatsagotra)^ ^ and Sa tchd kia mo k'ien t'i (Satyaka Nirgrantluputra)' 20 to have faith 
(sraddhd) in the Buddhadharma. These great masters of Yen feou t'i (JambudvTpa) said that all the treatises 
can be refuted, all the confused affirmations ( vdda ) and all the twisted beliefs ( grdha ), and consequently, 
there is no true religion deserving of belief ( sraddhd ) or respect ( arcana, satkdra). 


See below for Dlrghanakha, the monk 'Long Nails'. 

HI Vatsagotra, Vacchagotta in Pali, was a parivrdjaka who became arhat after being converted. He had various 
conversations with the Buddha, notably on the fourteen unanswerable points ( avyakrtavastu , below, k. 2, p. 74c). Pali 
canon: Tevijjhavacchagotta, Majjhima, no. 71, I, p. 481-483; Aggivacchagotta, ibid., no. 72, I, p. 483-489; 
Mahavacchagotta, ibid. no. 73„ I, p. 489-497; Vacchagotta , Anguttara, I, p. 160-162; Vacchagottasamyutta, Samyutta, 
III, p. 257-263. - It is odd that among the Chinese Agamas, it is only in the Tsa a han that the above cited Pali texts have 
their parallels. Thus T 99 (no. 95), k. 4, p. 26a-b, identical with T 100 (no. 261), k. 12, p. 465c, corresponds to the 
Vacchagotta of the Anguttara, I, p. 160-162. - T 99 (no. 962), k. 34, p. 245b-246a, identical with T 100, (no. 196), k. 10, 
444c-445c, corresponds to the Aggivacchagotta of the Majjhima, I, 483. - T 99 (no. 963), k. 34, p. 246a-b, identical with 
T 100 (no. 197), k. 10, p. 445c-446a, corresponds with Vacchagottasamyutta of the Samyutta, III, p. 237. - T 99 (no. 964), 
k. 34, p. 246b-247c, identical with T 100 (no. 198), k. 10, p. 446a-447b, corresponds with Mahavacchagotta of the 
Majjhima, I, p. 489. Thus it is established that the Chinese Samyuktagama has combined into a single section all the 
passages relating to Vatsagotra found scattered in the Pali Nikayas. 

It may be noted that the Pali texts mention only the family name of Vatsagotra: he belonged to a wealthy brahmanical 
family of the Vaccha clan (comm, of the Theragatha, I, p. 221; tr. Rh. Davids, Brethren, p. 101). The Mpps informs us 
that his personal name was Srenika, like that of Bimbasara 

St 2 icho kia mo k'ien t'i should be corrected to Sa tchd kia ni k'ien t'i tseu, the proper reading attested by T 99, k. 5, p. 
35a, and T 125, k. 30, p. 715b. The equivalents proposed by Soothill-Hodous, p. 488b, are fanciful; they concern Saccaka 
Niganthlputta. He was the son of a Nigantha and a well-known NiganthI who, unable to win over one another in a 
discussion, finally were married under the advice of the Licchavis of VesalT (Papanca, II, p. 268). He had four sisters, 
Sacca, Lola, Patacara and Sivavatika whom Sariputta had converted. Saccaka himself was a a great debater 
(bhassappavadika ) and did not lack claims to pretension: "I do not see any shramana or brahamana, founder of a 
community, at the head of a group of disciples, who, even if he passes as perfectly enlightened, would not tremble in all 
his limbs, would not be agitated and would not sweat in the arm-pits if he engaged in debate with me ", he said to the 
people of VesalT. "Even if I engaged in debate with a post devoid of intelligence, it would tremble and be agitated. What 
then of a human being?" (Majjhima, p. 227; cf. Mpps, k. 26, p. 251c). That did not prevent him from being shamefully 
defeated by the Buddha. Reduced to quia "like a crab, the claws of which have been broken”, he acknowledged his defeat 
and followed the Buddha. Saccaka appears in two sutras: 

(1) Culasaccaka sutta: Majjhima, no. 35, I p. 227-237 (tr. Chalmers, I, p. 162-169); Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 110), k. 5, p. 
35a-37b; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 30, p. 715a-717b. 

(2) Mahasaccakasutta: Majjhima no. 36,1 p. 237-251 (tr. Chalmers, I, p. 170-179. 
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Thus the Cho li fou pen mo king (Sariputravadanasutra) says: Sariputa's uncle ( matula ), called Mo ho kin 
tch'e lo^2 1 (Mahakausthila), in a [learned] discussion with his sister Cho li (Sari), reflected thus: "My 
sister is not very strong; she may become pregnant with a sage (jhdnin ) who would borrow his mother's 
mouth in order to speak. 1“ If he is wise before he is even born, what will he be like after birth when he is 
grown up?" This thought hurt his pride ( abhmdna ) and, in order to increase his knowledge, he left home 
and became a brahmacarin. He went to southern India ( daksindpatha ) and began to study the great treatises 
(sastra)} ^3 p e0 pi e asked him: 

[61c] " Brahmacarin, what are you looking for, what are you studying?" Dirghanakha (Kausthila's surname) 
replied: "I want to study the eighteen great treatises in depth." They replied: " If you would dedicate your 
whole life to understand a single one, then how would you ever come to the end of all of them?" 
Dirghanakha said to himself: "Previously, I acted out of [injured] pride because I was outshone by my 
sister; again today these men are covering me with shame ( gurulajja). For two reasons, I take an oath 
henceforth not to cut my nails ( nakha ) before 1 have exhausted the eighteen treatises."1^4 Seeing his long 


191 . , . _ 

Mahakausthila (in Tibetan, Gsus po che, 'Big Belly'; in Chinese, Ta si, 'Big Knees': cf. Mahavyutpatti, no. 1063), 
later sumamed the monk 'Long Nails' (Dirghanakha, brahmacarin) was the son of the brahmin Mathara, the brother of 
Sari and the uncle of Sariputra. He is therefore different from the Mahakotthita of the Pali sources whose father was 
Assalayana and mother, Candavatl, but who was himself also especially linked with Sariputra (cf. Theragatha, v. 1006-8). 
The documents on Dirghanakha may be arranged in three categories: 

(1) The Dlrghanakhasutra. - Pali text in Majjhima, no. 74, I. p. 497-501 (tr. Chalmers, p. 351-353). - Fragments of the 
Sanskrit text discovered in Chinese Turkestan, published by R. Pischel, Bruchstiicke des Sanskritkanons der Buddhisten 
aus Idykutsari, SPAW, 1904, text p. 814, 1. 21-816 1. 7, explanations, p. 822-923. - Chinese transl., Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 
969), k. 34, p. 249a-250a; T 100 (no, 203), k. 11, p. 449a-b. - This sutra is sometimes designated as Dlrghanakhasutra 
(e.g., Mahavastu, III.p. 76), sometimes as Vedanapariggaha (Dhammapasattha, I, p. 79; Sumaiigala, III, p. 882; Papnca, 
IV, p. 87). 

(2) The Dirghanakhavaddna, telling the story of DIrghanakha's voyage in southern India, his discussion with the Buddha 
and his conversion. - Sanskrit text in Avadanasataka (no. 99), II, p. 186-196 (tr. Feer, p. 418-430). Chinese transl., Siuan 
tsi po yuan king, T 200 (no. 99), k. 10, p. 255a-157a). Same story in Ken pen chouo...tch'ou kia cha, T 1444, k. 1, p. 
1023a (voyage of D. in southern India to study the Lokayata system); k. 2, p. 1028c (conversation of D. and Gautama). 
See Csoma-Feer, p. 152, 155. - P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 98, p. 509b-c. Ta tche tou louen, T 1509, k. 1, p. 61b-62a (full 
story); k. 11, p. 137c (voyage of D.; tr. Chavannes, Contes, III, p. 293-294). 

(3) The DTrghanakhaparivrdjapariprcchd, of which there exists a Tibetan translation entitled Kun tu rgyu ba sen eins kyis 
€us pa, Mdo XXVIII, 2 (OKC no. 1009; Csoma-feer, p. 283); a Chinese translation by Yi tsing, entitled Tch'ang tchao 
fan tche ts'ing wen king, T 584, vol XIV, p. 968; a Sogdian translation entitled Brz n'y'n syns'ry wp'rs, re-edited by E. 
Benviste in TSP, p. 74-81. It concerns the meritorous actions of the Buddha which merited his physical marks. 

1“ The same idea in the Lieou tou tsi king, T 152 (no. 66), k. 6, p. 35b-36a, tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 240-244: " A 
young child is killed at the moment when he was about to hear the holy book of Prajnaparamita recited; he was reborn in 
the belly of a woman who, while she was pregnant, was able to recite the Prajnaparamita; when she was delivered, she 
lost her knowledge, but the son whom she brought into the world recited the Prajnaparamita as soon as he was bom." 

123 According to T 1444, k. 1, p. 1023a, Kausthila went to southern India to study the Lokayata system. 

124 p'j p ' 0 c [j a ^ y ^ 545 ^ k 9 g 5 p 509 b: Why did he keep his nails long? Thirsting for practice, he was not in the habit 
of cutting them. According to others, he followed the custom of the highlanders who never cut their nails and hair. Others 
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nails, people called him the brahmacarin 'Long Nails' ( dirghanakha ). By the wisdom that he derived from 
treatises of all kinds, this man refuted ( nigrhndti ) by every means Dharma and Adharma, compulsory and 
optional, true and false, being and non-being. He confounded the knowledge of his neighbors 
( paropadesa ). Like an enraged mighty elephant ( gaja ) whose raging trampling cannot be directed, the 
brahmacarin Dirghanakha, having triumphed ( abhibhavati ) over all the teachers by the power of his 
knowledge, returned to Mo k'ie t'o (Magadha), to Wang cho (Rajagrha) in the public square ( naranigama ). 
Having come to his birthplace, he asked people: “Where is my nephew (bhdgineya) now?” They said to 
him: "From the age of eight years, your nephew has exhausted the study of all the treatises ( sdstra ). 1^5 
When he was sixteen, his learning triumphed ( abhibhavati ) over everybody. But a monk of the Che clan 
(Sakya), called Kiu t'an (Gautama) made him his disciple." At this news, filled with scorn ( abhimdna ) and 
disbelief ( dsraddhya ), Dirghanakha exclaimed: "If my nephew is so intelligent ( medhdvin ), by what trick 
(vancana) has this Gautama succeeded in shaving his head for him and in making him his disciple?" 
Having said this, he went at once to the Buddha. 

At that moment, having been ordained a fortnight ago ( ardhamd-sopasampanna ), Cho li fou (Sariputra) 
was standing behind the Buddha, fan in hand ( vyajanavyagrahasta ), fanning the Buddha. The brahmacarin 
Dirghanakha saw the Buddha and having exchanged salutations with him (kathdm vyatisdiya), sat down to 
the side. He thought: "All treatises can be refuted, all refutation can be confounded and all beliefs can be 
overcome. Then what is the true nature ( satyalaksana ) of the dharmas? What is the absolute (paramdrtha)7 
What is self nature ( svabhdva )? What is the specific nature ( laksana ), the absence of error ( aviparydsa )? 
Such questions are tantamount to wanting to empty the depths of the ocean. He who attempts them will be 
a long time without discovering a single reality capable [62a] of affecting the intellect. By what teaching 
( upadesa ) was this Gautama able to win over my nephew?" Having reflected thus, he said to the Buddha: 
"Gautama, no thesis is acceptable to me (sarvam me na ksamate)." The Buddha said to Dirghanakha: "No 
thesis is acceptable to you; then even this view is not acceptable to you?" The Buddha meant: You have 
already drunk the poison of false views ( mithyddrstivisa ). Now expel the traces of this poison 
( visavdsand ).^6 You say that no thesis is pleasing to you, but this view does not please you? - Then, like 
a fine horse (aiva) which, on seeing the shadow of the whip ( kasdcdyd ), rouses itself and goes back to the 
proper route, in the face of this shadow of the whip that is the Buddha's speech ( buddavdc ), the 
brahmacarin Dirghanakha collected himself and laid aside ( nisrjati ) all pride ( darpa );^7 shameful 
( lajjamdna ) and with drooping head ( adhomukha ) he thought: "The Buddha is inviting me to choose 


say that Dirghanakha, while still in the world (grhasthci ) loved to play the guitar (hien kouan); later, when he became a 
monk, he remained attached to his long nails and did not cut them. Yet other masters say that he was a member of those 
religious heretics who keep their nails. That is why he was called the brahmacarin 'Long Nails'. 

According to the Avadanasataka, II, p. 187, Sariputra, at the age of sixteen years, had studied the grammar of Indra 
(i aindra vyakarana). 

126 ■pjjg ; n t en tion of the Buddha is to lead Dirghanakha to abandon his opinion without adopting another. This is very 
clear in the DIrghanakhasutta and the Avadanasataka, 1. c. 

127 An allusion to a stanza of the Dhammapada, v, 144, Sanskrit Udanavarga, p. 240: bhadro yathasvah 
kasaydbhitddita....prajahati duhkham. 
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between two contradictions {nigrahasthana)) if j sa y that this view pleases me, that is a gross 

(audarika) nigrasthana which is familiar to many people. Why then did I say that no thesis is pleasing to 
me? If I adopted this view, that would be a manifest lie ( mrsdvdda ), a gross nigrahasthana known to many 
people. The second nigrasthana is more subtle ( suksma ); I will adopt it because fewer people know it." 
Having reflected thus, he said to the Buddha: "Gautama, no thesis is agreeable to me, and even this view 
does not please me." The Buddha said to the brahmacarin: "Nothing pleases you, and even this view does 
not please you! Then, by accepting nothing, you are no different from a crowd of people. Why do you puff 
yourself up and develop such pride?" The brahmacarin Dlrghanakha did not know what to answer and 
acknowledged that he had fallen into a nigrasthana. He paid homage to the omniscience ( sarvajhdna ) of 
the Buddha and attained faith ( sraddhdcitta ). He thought: "I have fallen into a nigrahasthana. The 
Bhagavat did not make known my embarrassment. He did not say that it was wrong, he did not give his 
advice. The Buddha has a kind disposition ( snighacitta ). Completely pure ( paramasuddha ), he suppresses 
all subjects of debate ( abhildpasthdna ); he has attained the great and profound Dharma 
(mahagambhiradharma); he is worthy of respect (, arcamya ). The purity of his mind (cittavisuddhi) is 
absolute {paramo)." 

And as the Buddha, by preaching the doctrine to him, had cut through his wrong views (mithyddrsti), 
Dlrghanakha at once became free of dust ( viraja ) and defilements {vigatamala) and acquired the perfectly 
pure ( visuddha ) Dharma-eye {dharmacaksus). Also at that moment, Sariputra, who had been following this 
conversation, became an arhat.1-9 jhe brahmacarin Dlrghanakha left home ( pravrajita ) and became a 
monk ( sramana ); he became a very powerful arhat. If the brahmacarin Dlrghanakha had not heard the 
Prajnaparamita preached, the powerful doctrine excluding the four alternatives ( cdtuhkotikavarjita )130 and 
dealing with the absolute ( paramarthasamprayukta ), he would not have had faith. How then would he ever 
have been able to gather the fruit of the religious life ( pravrajitamdrgaphala) ? Therefore it is in order to 
convert the great teachers {upadesacdrya) and men of sharp faculties ( tfksnendriya ) that the Buddha 
preaches the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra. 

18. Furthermore, the Buddhas have two ways of preaching the Dharma: [sometimes] they take into account 
(i apeksante ) the minds (citta) of their listeners and adapt themselves to the beings to be converted 
{vaineya), [sometimes] they have in view only [the object of their sermon], the nature (, lakshana ) of the 
[62b] dharmas. Here, the Buddha preaches the Prajnaparamitasutra in order to speak about the true nature 
of the dharmas. Thus it is said in the chapter of the Siangpou siang (Laksanalaksanaparivarta) that the 
gods ( deva ) asked the Buddha: "This Prajnaparamita is profound ( gambhira ); what is its nature ( laksana )?" 
The Buddha repied to the gods: "It is empty ( sunya ). It has as its nature existence and non-existence 


128 Thg nigrahasthanas , faults against logic, were catalogued by the Buddhist logicians; see, e.g., a list of 22 
nigrasthanas in Tarkasastra, Tucci, Pre-Dihnaga, p. 33-40. 

129 Qf Avadanasataka, p. 194: athayusmatah 'Sdriputrasayaisdrn . dharmacaksur utpannam. 

130 Th teaching that excludes the four alternatives is that which establishes the four-branched syllogism: "Nothing 
whatsoever arises, whether of itself, or of other, or of both, or without any cause." This negativity which characterizes the 
Madhyamaka (cf. Keith, Buddhist Philosophy, p. 237-241; Lav., Madhyamaka , p. 19) has already been presented by 
Sariputra in the canonical scriptures: Samyutta, II, p. 112-115; Tsa a han, Y 99 (no. 288), k. 12, p. 81a-c. 
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(bhavabhavalaksana), non-arising and non-cessation (anutpadanirodhalaksana), effortlessness 
( anabhisamkaralaksana ), the true eternal innate nature ( nitydjdtatathdtalaksana ), nirvana 
( nirvanalaksana ), etc."' 3 I 

19. Again, there are two ways of preaching the Dharma: 1) dealing with argumentative subjects 

(i aranasthdna ), 2) dealing with pacifying subjects ( aranasthdna ). In dealing with argumentative subjects, 
one will refer back to what has been said in other sutras 132. Here, the Buddha preaches the 
Prajnaparamitasutra to shed light on pacifying subjects: the Prajnaparamita has a nature of existence and of 
non-existence ( bhavabhavalaksana ); it is both substantial ( bhutadravya ) and non-substantial 
(i abhutadravya ), with support ( sdsraya ) and without support ( andsraya ), offering resistance ( sapratigha) 
and not offering resistance ( apratigha ), lower ( sottara ) and higher ( anuttara ), cosmic and acosmic. 

Question. - With his predisposition of great loving-kindness and compassion ( mahdmatn-karundcitta ), the 
Buddha should deal exclusively with pacifying subjects ( aranasthdna ); why does he also speak about 
contentious subjects ( ranasthdna)? 

Answer. - The pacifying ( aranasthdna ) points of the doctrine are all without nature ( alaksana ), eternal 
(nitya), calm ( sdnta), ineffable ( avacamya ). Here, the Buddha preaches on generosity ( ddna ) and the other 
[virtues], on the transitory ( anitya) dharmas, suffering (duhkha), emptiness ( sunya ), etc. All these subjects 
are calm (sdnta) and are omitted in fruitless discussions ( nisprapahca ); that is why he preaches them. 

People of sharp faculties ( tiksnendriya ) understand the Buddha's intention, do not stir up quarrels ( rana ). 
People of weak faculties ( mrdvindriya ) do not understand the Buddha's intention; grasping at 
characteristics ( nimittagrdhi ), attached to their own ideas ( cittdbhinivista ), they seek to quarrel with this 
Prajnaparamita. But since these dharmas are absolutely empty (atyantasunya), there is no subject to quarrel 
( ranasthdna ) with there. 133 If absolute emptiness (atyantasunya) could be grasped, it would not be 
absolute emptiness. That is why the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra is called a pacifying subject (aranasthana), 
for with its twofold characteristic of existence and non-existence (bhavabhavalaksana), the Prajnaparamita 
is peaceful (sdnta). 

20. Furthermore, the dharmas are often arranged in other sutras into three categories: good (kusala), bad 
(akusala) and non-defined (avyakrta). 134 Here the Buddha wishes to speak about the nature of dharmas 
which is neither good nor bad nor non-defined; that is why he preaches the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra. It is 

131 This quotation is taken from the Pancavimsati, T 220, k. 510, p. 604c (of vol VII); T 221, k. 11, p. 77b; T 223, k. 14, 
p. 325b. 

132 The Samdhinirmocana, IV, enumerates a whole series of subjects leading to discussion (e.g., the nature of the 
skandhas, dhatus, ayatanas; the scope of the Buddhist truths). Those who debate such subjects are ignorant that "the 
absolute is subtle, profound, difficult to understand and everywhere has the same taste (ekarasalaksand)." 

133 The Vajracchedika, p. 22, expresses the same idea in different words: yavat Subhute laksanasampat....tathdgato 
drastavyah. -Tr. - O Subhuti, where there is a seat of characteristics, there is a lie; where there is no seat of 
characteristicas, there is no lie; that is why the Tathagata must be defined by the absence of characteristics. 

134 The distinction between good (kusala) and bad (akusala) dharmas is frequent in the Buddhist canon. The Abidharma 
also distinguishes non-defined (avyakrta) dharmas which are neither good nor bad. Cf. Dhammasangani, p. 1; Vibhanga, 
p. 180; Nettipakarana, p. 191; Milinda, p. 12. Other references in Geiger, Pali Dhamma, p. 105-113. 
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the same for the other categories of three dharmas: 1) dharmas of the disciples ( saiksa ), masters ( asaiksa ) 
and those who are neither disciples nor masters (naivasaiksasaiksa); ' 35 2) dharmas to be abandoned by 
seeing the truths ( darsanaheya ), dharmas to be abandoned by meditation (bhhavanaheya) and the Dharma 
which is not to be abandoned ( ciheya )';136 3) visible dharmas that offer resistance (s anidarsancipratigha), 
visible dharmas that do not offer resistance ( sanidarsandpratigha ), invisible dharmas that do not offer 
resistance {anidarsanapratigha), ^ 4) lower, middling and superior dharmas; 5) small, great, immense 
dharmas, etc. 

Furthermore, in other sutras it is a question of the four applications of mindfulness (smrtyupasthana) 
conforming to the teachings (, dharmaparyaya ) of the sravakas. 138 During this application, the bhiksu 
considers ( anupasyati ) the thirty-six substances ( dravya ) of his own body {ddhydtmikakdya) and expels the 
sickness of attachment ( rdgavyddhi'), then he considers the body of another {bdhyakdya) in the same way, 
and finally both his own body and that of another ( ddhydymikabdhyakdya ). Here, in relation to the four 
smrtyupasthdnas , the Buddha wishes to preach the Prajnaparamita by analogy139 (paiydyena) . Thus he 
said: "In considering his own [62c] body, the bodhisattva produces no notion of body ( kdyasamjnd ), does 
not grasp at the body, for the body does not exist. By considering in the same way the body of another, 
then both his own body and the body of another, he produces no notion of body, does not grasp at the 
body, for the body does not exist. In the course of kdyasmrtyupasthana, he considers the body without 
producing the notion of body: this is very difficult to do. It is the same for the other three smrtyupasthdnas, 
[application of mindfulness of sensation ( vedand ), mind and dharmas]." It is the same for the four correct 
practices ( samyakpradhdna ), the four foundations of miraculous powers ( rddhipdda ), the four dhydnas, the 
four truths ( satya ) and all other groups of four dharmas. 

Furthermore, in other sutras, the Buddha spoke of the transitory nature {anitya), the suffering ( duhkha ) 
nature, the empty (sunya) nature and the non-substantial {anatmaka) nature of the five aggregates 
{skandha)}^.W qk he wishes to preach the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra in analogy with the five skandhas. 


135 Dhammasangani, p. 184-185; Kosa, VI, p. 231. 

136 j n Pali; dassanena pahatabha, bhavanaya pahdtabbd, neva dassanena na bhavanaya pahdtabbd , Dhammasangani, 
no. 1002, 1007, 1008, p. 183-183; Vibhanga, p. 12, 126, 97; Kosa, p. 78. 

137 Kosa, I, p. 51. 

138 p le f our gmrtyupasthanas play an important part in the canonical scriptures: Dlgha, II, p. 290 (tr. Rh. D., II, p. 322- 
326); Majjhima, I, p. 56, II, p. 11; Samyutta, V, p. 9, 1412; Aiiguttara, I, p. 39, 296; II, p. 256; III, p. 450, IV, p. 300, 457: 
idha bhikkhave kdye....dhammesu dhammanupassi... - Sanskrit phrase in R. Pischel, Bruchstiicke des Sanskritkanons aus 
Idykutsari, SPAW, XXV, 1904, p. 1143. - Chinese versions, e.g., Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 98), k. 24, p. 582b; Tsa a han, 
T 99 (no. 623), K. 24, P. 174a; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 5, p. 568a. - The smrtyupasthanas have been studied in detail in 
the Abhidharma: Aung, Compendium, p. 179; Visuddhimagga, p. 239-266; A p’i t'an pa kien tou louen, T 1543, k. 29, p. 
905-908; A p'i ta mo fatche louen, T 1544, k. 19, p. 1072-1074; A p'i ta mo fa yun tsou louen, T 1537, k. 5-6, p. 475-479; 
P’i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 187-192, p. 936-960; Kosa, VI, p. 158-162. 

13^ Lamotte gives 'equivalence'. Monier-Williams gives 'to approach from, to come near' for the root pary-a-ya. 

141 E.g., in Samyutta, III, p. 44: rii pam bhikkhave aniccam....me so attati. Corresponding Sanskrit passage in JRAS, 
1913, p. 573; in Chinese, Tsa a han, T 99 (no, 84), k. 3, p. 21c. - Other references in Rhys Davids-Stede, s.v. sankhara, in 
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Thus the Buddha said to Siup'ou t'i (Subhuti): "The bodhisattva who attributes an eternal function 
(nityapravrtti) to color {pupa) is not practicing the Prajnaparamita. If he attributes an eternal function to 
sensation ( vedand ), to perception (samjna), to the formations (samskara) and to consciousness (vijndna), 
he is not practicing the Prajnaparamita. If he attributes to color a transitory function (unityapravrlli). he is 
not practicing the Prajnaparamita. If he attribites a transitory function to sensation, perception, formation 
and consciousness, he is not practicing the Prajnaparamita." It is the same for the five aggregates of 
attachment ( updddnaskandha ), the five destinies ( gati ), and all groups of five dharmas. It is the same for 
all groups of six, seven, eight or an infinite number of dharmas. 

Just as the Mahaprajnaparamita is infinite ( apramdna ) and unlimitled ( ananta ), so are the reasons for 
preaching also infinite and limitless, for such material is vast. Here we have concluded in brief ( samdsatah ) 
the reasons for the preaching. 


fine. - According to the Vaibhashikas, the four aspects of the truth of suffering are: anitya, duhkha, sunya and anatmaka 
(Kosa, VII, p. 31). 


NOTE: The lengthy Sanskrit and Pali quotations have been abbreviated for convenience, the beginning and the ending 
given so that they may be located. 
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CHAPTER II: EVAMMAYA SRUTAMEKASMIN SAMAYE 


Sutra. - Evam maya srutam ekasmin samaye: Thus have 1 heard at one time. 

EVAM 141 

[63a] Question. - Why do Buddhist sutras begin with the word evam. 'thus'? 

Answer. - 1. The Buddhadharma is a great sea ( mahdsamudra ); faith ( sraddha ) is its entry ( avatdraka ), 
knowledge (jndna) is its ferryman ( tdraka ). Evam is a synonym for faith. I 4 - The person whose heart is full 
of pure faith ( sraddhdvisuddhi ) is able to enter into the Buddha's doctrine; without faith, he cannot. The 
non-believer says: "It is not so ( tan naivam )": that is the mark of disbelief ( dsraddhyalaksana ). The 
believer says: "That is indeed so" ( evam etat). The disbeliever is like hard leather ( gocannan ) that cannot 
be folded ( akuncita ); the believer is like supple leather that can be folded for [any] use. Furthermore, it is 
said in a sutra: "Faith is like a hand ( hasta ). Endowed with hands, the man who goes to a jewel mountain 
(ratnaparvata) gathers the jewels (ratna) at will. In the same way, the believer, penetrating into the 
Buddha's doctrine - this jewel mountain that contains the pure faculties ( andsravendriya ), the powers 
( bala ), the path of enlightenment ( bodhimdrga ) and the dhydnas - the believer, I say, is able to take 
[anything] he wishes. The non-believer is like the person without hands. Without hands, the person who 
goes to a jewel mountain can take nothing. In the same way, the non-believer, going to the jewel mountain 
of the Buddha's doctrine, can gain nothing." The Buddha said: "If a man has faith, he can enter the ocean of 
my great doctrine and attain the fruit of the religious life (, srdmanyaphala ); it is not in vain that he shaves 
his head and puts on the robes ( kdsdya ). If he has no faith, he cannot enter the ocean of my doctrine. Like a 
rotten tree (piitika vrksa) that is unable to produce either flowers or fruit, he cannot win the fruit of the 
religious life. He can shave his head, dye his garments, study all kinds of sutras and sastras, he can gain no 
profit of the Buddhadharma." This is why the word evam occurs at the beginning of Buddhist texts: it 
refers to faith. 


In his commentaries on the Nikayas (Sumangala, I, p. 26; Papanca, I, p. 3; Sarattha, I., p. 4), Buddhagosa mentions 
all the possible meanings of evam along with supporting texts. This adverb can indicate comparison ( updmd ), information 
(upadesa ), approval ( sampahamsana ), reproach (garahana ), acceptance ( vacanasampatiggahana ), style ( akdra ), 
designation ( nidassana) and affirmation ( avadhdrana). In the expression evam me sutam, the adverb evam expresses 
manner, designation and affirmation ( svayam idha akdranidassanavadharanesu datthabbo). To the author of the Mpps, 
evam symbolizes the faith of the believer in the words of the Buddha that he has heard. Some manuals of Buddhism have 
a tendency to present Buddhism as a rationalistic system, a simple appeal to reason (E. Hardy, Buddha , Leipzig, 1903, p. 
54; Pischel, Leben, p. 54). But Buddhism is also adherence to the word of the Buddha and faith plays an important, 
although secondary, role in the discipline of salvation (Kern, Histoire, I, p. 1; Manual, p. 50; Lav., Opinions, p. 132-139; 
Oltramare, Theosophie, p.341-342; B.M. Barua, Faith in Buddhism, BS, XII, p. 329-349). 

14- Faith is often compared to a boat: saddhdya tarati ogham (Suttanipata, v. 184; Samyutta, I, p. 214; Sanskrit 
Udanavarga, p. 113). The Siksasamucchaya, p. 62, speaks about the ship of faith ( sraddhdnava) on which one embarks to 
go the treasure island (ratnadvipa ). 
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2. Furthermore, the Buddha's doctrine is profound ( gambhira ) and distant; it requires a Buddha to 
understand it. Without being a Buddha, the believer can enter into the Buddha's doctrine by the power of 
faith ( sraddhdbala ). Thus, Fan t'ien wang (Brahmadevaraja) invited the Buddha to turn the wheel of the 
doctrine ( dharmacakra ).^3 ]-[ e invited him with this stanza: 

In JambudvTpa, at one time, there appeared 

Many impure doctrines. 

Open the gate of immortality, 

Preach the pure path. * 44 


The Buddha replied with this stanza: 

My doctrine is very difficult to grasp. 
It is able to cut through the fetters. 


143 \y e have several versions of the invitation ( ayacana ) of Brahma) to the Buddha. - In Pali: Vinaya, I, p. 5-7 (tr. Rh. 
D.-Oldenberg, I, p. 84-88). DTgha, II, p. 36-39 (tr, Rh.D., II, p. 29-33); Majjhima, I, p. 167-169 (tr. Chalmers, I, p. 118- 
120); Samyutta, I, p. 136-138 (tr. Geiger, I, p. 213-217; Rh.D.-Woodward, I, p. 171-174). - In Sanskrit: Mahavastu, III, p. 
314-319; Lalitavistara, p. 392-402 (tr. Foucaux, p. 326-334). - In Chinese: Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 1)., k. 1, p. 8b-c; Tseng 
yi a han, T 125, k. 10, p. 593a-b; Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 15, p. 103c-104a; Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 32, p. 786c-787a; 
Ken pen chouo...p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 6, p. 126b; P'ou yao king, T 186, k. 7, p. 528; Fang kouang ta tchouang yen 
king, T 187, k. 10, p. 602-605; Kouo k'iu hien tsai yin kouo king, T 189, k. 3, p. 642c-643a; Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, 
k. 33, p. 803-807 (tr. Beal, Romantic Legend, p. 241-244); Tchong hiu mo ho ti king, T 191, k. 7, p. 952c-953a. - In 
Tibetan, see Rockhill, Life, P. 35; Feer, Extraits, p. 14-16. 

These various versions show great divergence both as to the number of stanzas exchanged between the Buddha and 
Brahma and the very meaning of the words pronounced. One gets the impression that the compilers and the translators 
only partially understood the meaning of the documents they used 

144 vinaya, I, p. 5; Majjhima, I, p. 168; Samyutta, I, p. 137: paturahosi Magadhesu.... vimalenanubuddham 
Mahavastu III, p. 317: pradurahosi samalehi....vimalanubuddham 

Lalitavistara, p. 398: vado babhuva....vimalena buddham 

By replacing Magadhesu by JambudvTpa, the Mpps seems to have wanted to handle the Magadhan pride with care. The 
same preoccupation may be noticed in the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1450, k. 3, p. 126b: "Finally, now there has 
appeared in Magadha an extraordinary ( adbhuta ) and pure ( suddha ) doctrine. May the one who has the knowledge of the 
dharmas open the gates of the immortal." - In T 191, k. 7, p. 953a, Brahma invites the Buddha to preach, not only because 
Magadha is the land of impure doctrines but because at one time unsoiled doctrines were taught there. "In Magadha in the 
past there appeared some stainless doctrines. Open wide the gates of the immortal, spread the doctrine and save beings." 
The difference between texts is probably due to an old rivalry between Rajagrha, capital of Magadha, and Benares, where 
all the Buddhas have preached their first sermon (cf. the samatimsavidhd dhammata of the Buddhas in Malalasekera, II, 
p. 296). In the Lalitavistara, p. 402, the Buddha explains why he chose Benares in preference to other cities to give his 
first sennon: "I remember the ninety-one thousands of kotis of Buddhas who once turned the peerless wheel in this most 
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Those whose minds are attached to the desire of the triple world ( tribhavatrsna ) 


Are unable to understand it. 145 

Brahmadevaraja said to the Buddha: "O Venerable One ( bhadanta ), in the universe ( lokadhdtu ), 
knowledge is of superior, middling or inferior category. People of sensitive and upright mind can easily 
obtain salvation. If these people do not hear the doctrine preached, they fall into grave difficulties. It is like 
the lotus ( utpala ) in the water: some are born, some ripen, some remain within the water without 
emerging.^6 jf they do no t have sunlight (s uryaprabha), they do not [63b] expand ( vikasanti ). The 
Buddha is like [the sunlight]: sent forth by his great loving kindness and great compassion 
(mahamaitrikaruna), that he might have pity for beings and preach the doctrine." The Buddha recalled the 
qualities (, dharma ) of the buddhas of the three times ( tiyadvan ), past ( atita ), future (, anagata ) and present 
( pratyutpanna ), all of whom preached the doctrine in order to save beings: "I too", said he, "must do the 
same." After having had this thought ( manasikdra ), he accepted Brahmadevaraja's and the other gods' 
invitation ( adhyesand ) and preached the doctrine. The Bhagavat replied with this stanza: 

Now I open the gate to the immortal. 

The faithful shall obtain joy. 

I preach the wonderful doctrine to men, 

I do not preach in order to harm anyone. 147 


beautiful of all forests (Mrgadava in Benares). Because of that, I shall turn the peerless wheel in this most beautiful of all 
forests." 

145 yinay^ [ p 5 - DIgha, II, p. 38; Majjhima, I, p. 168; Samyutta, I, p. 136: kicchena me adhigatam.... tamokkhandhena 
avata 

Mahavastu, III, p. 314: pratisrotagaminam margatn.... grasita narah. 

Pratisrotam and anusrotam should probably be corrected to pratisrotam, 'going upstream', and anusrotam, 'going 
downstream'. 

Lalitavistara, p. 397: pratisrotagdmi margo gambhiro.... tasmatprakasitum. 

146 jjjg exac t extent of the comparison between the three categories of knowledge and the stages of maturity of the lotus 
appears more clearly in other texts: 

A. Vinaya, I, p. 6 ; DIgha, II, p. 38; Majjhima, I, p. 169; Samyutta, I, p. 138: addasa kho bhagav . anupalittani udakena. 

B. Mahavastu, III, p. 317-318: atha khalu bhagavan.... lokam abhivilokayanto adraksit. 

C. Lalitavistara, p. 399-400: atha khalu tathagatah.... sattvdms trisu rasisu vyavasthitan. 

147 xhis stanza has always taxed the skill of translators, old and modern. It shows important differences in the Sanskrit 
and the Pali texts. 

A. Vinaya, I, p. 7; DIgha, II, p. 39; Majjhima, I, p. 169; Samyutta, I, p. 138: aparuta tesam amatassa.... manujesu Brahme 
Pamuhcantu saddham may mean either 'that they may reject faith' or 'that they may have faith'; vihimsasanni is unclear, it 
may be translated as 'fearing injury', without knowing whether the Buddha feared lest he be the doer or the victim of this 
injury. 
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H. Oldenberg, in 1881, in his Vinaya Texts, I, p. 88, has translated: "Wide opened is the door of the Immortal to all who 
have ears to hear; let them send forth faith to meet it. The Dhamma sweet and good I spake not, Brahma, despairing of the 
weary task, to men." He remains faithful to this translation in his Reden des Buddha, Miinchen, 1922, p. 41: "Der 
Ewigkeit Tor, es sei jedem aufgetan der Ohren hat. Mag sich dann Glaube regen! Vergebliche Miihe zu meiden hab'ich 
das edle Wort moch nicht der Welt verkuundet." - R.O. Franke, Die Suttanipdta-Gathds, ZDMH, LXIII, 1909, p. 7, 
comparing this stanza of the Itivuttaka, v. 84, also translates pamuhcantu saddham as "mogen zum Glauben gelangen." 
Buddhaghosa, in his commentaries on the Nikayas (Sumangala, II, p. 471; Papanca, II, p. 181; Sarattha, I, p. 203) 
interprets the stanza differently: Apdruta ti, vivatd... nesam sahkappan ti. - 

All recent translators side with Buddhaghosa's interpretation: T.W. Rhys-Davids, Dighci tr., II, p. 33: "Open for them the 
portals to the Undying. Let those that hear renounce their empty faith! Ware of the fret, I uttered not, O Brahma, Religion 
good and excellent 'mong men." C. Rhys-Davids, Kindred Sayings , I, p. 174: "Open for them the doors stand to 
Ambrosia. Let those that hear renounce the faith they hold. Foreseeing hurt I have not preached, Brahma, the Nonn 
sublime and excellent for men." W. Geiger, Samyutta , I, p. 216-217: "Aufgeschlossen sind die Tore der Imsterblichkeit 
fur die, die da horen. Aufgegeben sollen sie ihren Glauben, Verletzung vermutend habe ich nicht ausgesprochen die mir 
vertraute Wahrheit unter den Menschen, o Brahman." The interpretation of Buddhaghosa followed by the modern 
translators may be based on the version of the Mahasasaka Mahavastu and Vinaya. Mahavastu, III, p. 319, gives 
somewhat the commentary of the Pali stanza: apdvritam me amritasya.... magadesu purvam. 

By correcting praguno to apraguno ('praguno ) in the fourth pada, my [Lamotte] translation is: "I have opened the door of 
the immortal, O Brahma! Those who wish to hear the Bhagavat reject their pernicious belief. At one time among the 
Magadhans there was a pernicious, inferior, impure doctrine." 

The idea is the same in the Mahlsasaka Vinaya, T 1421, k. 15, p. 104a: "Previously, fearing useless fatigue (cf. the Pali 
vihimsasanni), I did not preach the profound meaning. Now I shall open [the gates] of the immortal. All should listen." 

If these texts are compared, the meaning of the stanza becomes clear: Previously the Buddha did not preach the doctrine 
for fear of useless fatigue, but yielding to Brahma's invitation, he is going to open the gates of the immortal, and all his 
listeners should renounce their old beliefs, impure beliefs current in Magadha. 

B. But apart from this tradition, which I [Lamotte] would readily call the Pali tradition, there exists another tradition 
which gives a completely different meaning to the stanza: the Buddha announces that he is going to open the gates of the 
immortal; the faithful ( sraddhavatah and not s rotravantah) will profit from his teaching; this teaching will avoid doing 
harm to others (different interpretation of the Pali vihimsasanni). This tradition is represented by a whole series of 
Chinese texts, among which is the Mpps: 

Ekottaragama, T 125, k. 10, p. 593b: "The god Brahma came to encourage the Tathagata to open the gates of the 
immortal. The listeners having sincere faith will understand the profound Dhanna. As at the summit of a high mountain, 
all kinds of beings are found. I, who possess this Dharma, will climb up to the temple (?. sic) and will manifest the 
Dharma-eye." 

- Dhannaguptaka Vinaya, T 1428, k. 32, p. 787b: "Brahma, I say unto you: I am going to open the gates of the immortal. 
The listeners will receive it with faith. It is not to molest [beings] that I preach, O Brahma, the marvelous doctrine 
obtained by the Muni." - Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1450, k. 6, p. 126c: "To those who listen to the Dhanna with joy, I 
will open the gates of the immortal. If it were in order to blame and look down on men, O Brahma, I would never preach." 

C. Of somewhat confused origin, the Lalitavistara, p. 400, seems to be a contamination of the two traditions: apavritas 
tesam amritasya.... dharmam magadhesu sattvdh. "The gates of the immortal, O Brahma, are open for those who always 
have ears; they enter, those believers who do not think of hann; they listen to the Dhanna, the beings of Magadha. 
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In this stanza, the Buddha does not say that it is the generous person ( dayaka ) who will obtain joy, or the 
person with knowledge ( bahusruta ), morality ( sfla ), patience ( ksanti ), energy ( vfrya ), dhyana, or wisdom 
( prajna ). The Buddha is speaking only of the faithful. His intention is the following: My supreme 
(parama ) profound ( gambhfra) doctrine is subtle (suksma), immense (, apramana ), incalculable 
(i asamkhyeya), inconceivable ( acintya ), immoveable (cicala), without support ( andsraya), without 
attachment (nirasahga) and without perceived object ( andlambana ). But it is not true that the omniscient 
one ( sarvajna) is unable to explain it. That is why, in the Buddha's doctrine, the power of faith is 
primordial. It is by faith that one enters into it and not by generosity (, dana ), discipline (sfla), patience 
(ksanti), energy (vfrya), dhyana or wisdom (prajna). Thus some stanzas say: 

In this world, the mind of beings is changeable. 

They love the rewards of merit. 

But they dread meritorious action. 

They seek existence and avoid destruction. 


First they listen to doctrines [drawing their inspiration] from wrong views. 
Their mind becomes attached to it and they penetrate it deeply. 

My doctrine is very profound. 

Without faith how can it be understood? 


Thus the great disciples T'i p'o ta (Devadatta) J 48 Kin kia li (Kokalika)^^ etc., not having faith in the 
Dharma, fell into the evil destinies (durgati). These men had no faith in the Buddha's doctrine and were 
unable to discover it by their own wisdom (prajna). Why? Because the Buddha's doctrine is profound 
(gambhfra). Thus Brahmadevaraja uttered this stanza to Kokalika: 

You want to measure the incommensurable doctrine. 

The wise man has nothing to measure. 

He who wants to measure the incommensurable doctrine 

148 Devadatta, cousin and enemy of the Buddha. For the genealogy of this well-known individual, see below, k. 3, p.83c. 
14? Kokalika (Kokaliya) , son of a brahmin and ardent supporter of Devadatta (Vinaya, III, p. 174) allowed himself to be 
involved by the latter in a plot against the Buddha (Vinaya, II, p. 196, III, p. 171; Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 25, p. 164). He 
appears in several Jatakas (see Watters, Travels, I, p. 392; Malalasekera, I, p. 673). - Rightly or wrongly, Buddhaghosa 
(Suttanipata, Comm., II, p. 473; Sarattha, I, p. 216), distinguishes him from a Cula Kokalika, originally from Kokali, who 
was thrown into the Padmaniraya for having criticized Sariputra and Maudgalyayana (below, k. 13, p. 157b-c; Tsa a han, 
T 99 (no. 1278), k. 48, p. 351b; Che song liu, T 1435, k. 37, p. 265b-c; Tsapao tsang king, T 203 (no. 28), k. 3, p. 461a-b; 
Samyutta, I, p. 149; Aiiguttara, V, p. 171; Suttanipata, III, 10; Jataka, IV, p. 242 sq.). For the Mpps, these two individuals 
are apparently one and the same. 
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Is nothing but a dull worldling. 

3. Another meaning of Evam. - The person whose mind in animated by correct faith can understand the 
doctrine. Otherwise, he understands nothing. A stanza says: 

The listener of pure and clear attention 

Attentively ( ekacitta ) follows the discussions. 

Leaping for joy, he hears the doctrine, his mind full of joy: 

That is the sort of person to whom it should be preached. 

4. Furthermore, the word Evam occurs at the beginning of Buddhist texts. Present happiness 
(, ihalokasukha ), future happiness ( amutrasukha ), the happiness of nirvana ( nirvdnasukha ), all happiness 
has its roots ( mula ) in very powerful faith. 

[63c] 5. Furthermore, all religious heretics (tfrthikaparivrdjaka) imagine that their own doctrine is subtle 
( suksma ) and absolutely pure (paramasuddha ). These people exalt the doctrine that they practice and 
denigrate (nindanti) that of others. That is why, here below, they quarrel and argue; after death, they fall 
into hell ( naraka ) and suffer immense pain of all kinds. A stanza says: 

Attached to their own doctrine, 

They blame that of other people. 

Even by observing moral conduct ( sflacaiyd) 

They do not escape from the torment of hell. 

In the Buddha's doctrine, all attachment ( sanga ), all false views ( mithyddrsti ), all pride of self ( asmimdna ), 
is abandoned and cut; one becomes detached from them. Thus the Fa yu king (Kolopamasiitra) says: "If 
you have understood the sermon on the comparison with the raft ( kolopama dharmaparydya), you must 
abandon the holy Dharma and, a fortiori, adharma."^ The Buddha himself is not attached to the 
Prajnaparamita, why then would he be attached to other doctrines? That is why Buddhist texts begin with 
the word Evam. The intention of the Buddha is as follows: My disciples will not love the doctrine, will not 
become attached to the doctrine, will not have factions (parapaksa). They will seek only freedom from 
suffering ( duhkhaksaya ), deliverance ( vimukti ), the nature of dharmas free of empty discussions 


Samyutta, I, p. 148: appameyyam paminanto.... marineputhujjanam. 

Chinese version in Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 1193), k. 44, p. 323b-c; T 100 (no. 106), k. 5, p. 411b-c. - The Mpps will cite 
another stanza later, k. 13, p. 157b-c. 

151 Majjhima, I, p. 135: kullupamam vo bhikkhave ajanantehi.... pag eva adhammd; Vajracchedika, p. 23: kolopamam 
dharmaparyayam.... prag evadharmah; Lankavatara, p. 17; Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 200), k. 54, p. 764b-c; P'i p'o cha, T 
1545, k. 97, p. 513b. - The Buddhist doctrine is often compared to a raft which must be abandoned when one has crossed 
over the river of transmigration: Suttanipata, v. 21; Kosa, I, p.13;, VIII, p. 186; Siddhi, p. 616; Panjika, p. 413; Lav. 
Madhyamaka, p. 31-32; Hobogirin, Batsuyu, p. 62. 
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{nisprapanca dharmalaksana). Thus in the A t'a p'o k'i king (Arthavargitasutra), Mo kien t'i nan 
(Makandika) spoke this stanza:' 52 

To defined ( viniscita ) dharmas 

Various notions are wrongly applied. 

Rejecting inner and outer 

How will the Path be attained? 

The Buddha replied: 

It is not by view ( drsti ), tradition ( sruti ), knowledge (jndna ) 

Or morality (if/a) that it is attained. 

It is not by absence of view, tradition, etc., 

Nor by absence of morality that it is attained. 

[64a] 

It is by abandoning all this chatter, 

By also rejecting the 'me' and the 'mine' ( dtmdtmfya ), 

By not grasping any real nature ( dharmalaksana ), 

That the Path can be attained. 

Makandika said: 

If it is not by view, tradition, etc., 

Nor by morality that it is attained, 

152 p or Arthavarglya, see above, p. , n. 2. 

The stanzas cited here are extracted from the Maganditasutta, Suttanipata, IV, 9, v. 838-841; Yi tsou king, T 198 (no. 9), 
k. 1, p. 180. The Pali text shows some differences. 

838. vinicchaya yanipakappitani.... paveditam tam (iti Magandiyo) 

839. na ditthiya na sutiya.... anissaya bhavam na jappe. (iti Bhagava) 

840. no ce kirn dittiya na.... ekepaccenti suddhim (iti Magandiyo) 

841. dittisu nissaya anupucchamdno.... momuhato dahasi. (iti Bhagava) 

- For the name Magandiya, Makandika in Sanskrit, see S. Levi, Langueprecanonique du Bouddhisme, JA, 1912, p. 498. - 
This person had the presumption to offer his daughter Magandiya or Anupama in marriage to the Buddha. Cf. Suttanipata 
Comm., II, p. 542 seq.; Dhammapadattha, III, p. 193-195 (tr. Burlingame, III, p. 31-33); Sanskrit fragment from East 
Turkestan described by F.R Hoernle, JRAS, 1916, p. 709 seq.; Divyavadana, chap. 36, p. 515-529: Ken pen chouo... p'i 
nai ye, T 1442, k. 47, p. 886a-19-887. - This individual is probably identical with the brahmacarin Makandika, founder of 
a sect which will be dealt with below, k. 3, p. 82b. - On the other hand, according to Buddhaghosa (Papanca, III, p. 209), 
the Magandiya who appears in the Magandiyasutta of the Majjhima, I, p. 501-513 (= Tchong a han, T 26, k. 38, p. 670- 
673) and in Milinda, p. 313, was the nephew of the preceding Magandiya. 
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If it is not by absence of view, tradition, etc., 

Nor by absence of morality that it is attained, 

Then according to my reasoning, 

It is by observing a doctrine of silence that the Path is attained. 

The Buddha replied: 

You are depending on wrong views. 

I am aware that you are deluded about the Path. 

You have not seen the deceptive notion. 

Consequently you will be silent. 

6. Furthermore, to say: "My doctrine is true ( satya ), the other doctrines are deceptive ( mrsdvdda ); my 
doctrine is absolute {paramo), the others are wrong ( abhuta )": such is the origin of quarrels ( vivddamula ). 
Here the term Evam designates a doctrine free of quarreling: listening to the words of others, it declares: 
"This man is not wrong." That is why the Buddhist sutras begin with Evam. 

The meaning of Evam has been explained in brief (samdsatah). 


MAYA 

Let us now speak about the word Maya. * 53 

Question. - In the Buddha's doctrine, it is said that all dharmas are empty ( sunya ) and without a substantial 
self {andtmaka)}^ 4 Why do the Buddhist sutras begin with the words: "Thus have / heard"? 

Answer. - 1. Although the disciples of the Buddha understood the non-existence of self (anatman), they 
conform to current usage ( samvrtidharma ) and speak of a self ( dtman ). But this atman is not a true atman. 
Thus there is nothing ridiculous in exchanging copper coins ( tdmrakdrsdpana ) for gold coins 
( suvarnakarsapana ). Why? Because the rules of commerce ( krayavikrayadharma ) demand it. It is the 
same when we speak of dtman. In a system [that sets up the thesis of] the anatman, we can talk about the 
atman; by conforming to current usage ( lokasamvrti ), we do not incur any blame. Thus a stanza of the T'ien 
wen king (Devapariprcchasutra) says: 


1^3 Maya in the expression evam maya srutam corresponds to me in the Pali phrase evam me sutam. Me is the enclitic 
form of the personal pronoun of the first person singular; it replaces the genitive, dative or instrumental singular. 
Buddhaghosa, in his commentaries on the Nikaya (Sumangala, I, p. 28; Papanca, I, p. 4; Sarattha, I, p. 6; Manoratha, I, p. 
6 ). explains that me, in the phrase evam me sutam, replaces both the instrumental and the dative: idha pana maya sutan ti 
ca sutan ti ca atthadvayam yujjati. Continuing his explanation, he comments that me designates the 'me' ( atta ), the 
individual (puggala ), the person endowed with auditory consciousness {sotavimanasamangi-puggala). 

154 Sarve dharmd anatmanah, in Pali sabbe dhammd anatta, i.e., according to the explanation of the Kosavyakhya: na 
caita dtmasvabhavah na caitesu dtmd vidyata iti anatmanah. This phrase is found in, e.g., Samyutta, III, p. 133; IV, p. 
28, 401; Vinaya, V, p. 86; Sutralamkara, XVIII, 101, p. 158; Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 262), k. 10, p. 66bl6, etc. 
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If he is an arhat bhiksu 

Whose impurities have been destroyed, 

And who is in his very last existence, 

Can he say: It is I? 

The Buddha replies: 

An arhat bhiksu 

Whose impurities have been destroyed 
And who is in his very last existence 
Can say: It is I. 55 

In current usage ( lokadhanna ), we speak of the atman, but not from the absolute (paramartha), true point 
of view, for all dharmas are empty ( sunya ) and devoid of substantial self ( anatmaka ). In current usage 
there is nothing wrong in speaking of atman. 

2. Furthermore, current language ( lokdbhildpa ) has three roots (mill a ): (1) wrong views ( mithyddrsti ), (2) 
pride ( mdna ), (3) convention ( samketa ). The first two are [64b] impure ( asubha ), the third is pure {subha). 
In all worldly people ( prthagjana ), the three types of language, wrong views, pride and convention, exist. 
In the saiksas on the path of seeing ( darsanamdrga ), there are two types of language, that of pride and that 
of convention. In the aryas, only the conventional language exists. Without inwardly condemning the true 
doctrine ( saddharma ), they imitate ordinary people and borrow their language. Rejecting the wrong views 
of the world {lokamithydsdrsti), they conform to usage ( samvrti) and avoid quarrels ( vivdda ); thus they 
reject the other two impure roots of language. By conforming to the world, they use only one kind of 
language, i.e., conventional language. The Buddha's disciples who speak about the atman, by conforming 
to usage, are not committing a fault. 

3. Furthermore, the objection may be made to people who cling {abhinivista) to the doctrine of atman and 
who claim that it is true and the rest is false {etad eva satyam moham anyat) in this way: "If, according to 
you, all dharmas are truly without substantial self {anatmaka), how can you say: 'Thus have / heard’?" But 
here the disciples of the Buddha do not cling to emptiness {sunya) and the non-existence ( dkimcanya ) of all 
dharmas. Neither do they cling to the real nature {bhutalaksana) of dharmas, nor a fortiori to the doctrine 
of andtman. That is why they cannot be reproached or asked why they speak of self. Thus, in the Tching 
louen (Madhyamakasastra), some stanzas 156 say: 


Sutta, entitled Araham, of the Samyutta, I, p. 14; Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 581), k 22, p. 154b-c; T 100 (no. 166), k. 9, p. 
435c: yo hoti bhikkhu araham.... pi so vadeyya (iti devata). yo hoti bhikkhu katavT.... 
voharamattena so vohareyya (iti Bhagava). 

Buddhaghosa interprets this sutta in the same way in the Sarattha, I, p. 51. 

156 of tf le three stanzas cited here, I [Lamotte] have been able to find only the first in Madhyamakakarika, XIII, 7; Madh. 
vrtti, p. 245; the Chinese versions of the Madhyamakasastra: Tchong louen, T 1564, k. 2, p. 18c; Pan jo teng louen che, T 
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If there were something non-empty, 

There should be something empty; 

But if the non-empty does not exist, 

How would the empty exist?.157 

The fool ( bala ) who sees the non-empty 
Then sees the empty as well. 

Not having positive views ( drsti ) or negative views ( adrsti ) 
Is truly 'nirvana'. 

Non-duality ( advaya ), the gates of security {yogaksema ), 58 
The destruction of wrong views, 

The domain surveyed by the Buddhas, 

That is the 'doctrine of anatman'. 

The meaning of Maya has been explained in brief ( samasatah ). 

SRUTAM 

Let us now speak about the word Srutam .159 


1566, k. 8, p. 91b. It is possible that the author of the Mpps had at his disposal an augmented edition of the 
Madhyamakasastra. 

157 Madh. vritti, p. 245: See Candrakirti's commentary in the same place and Grousset. Philosophies indiennes, I, p. 237. 

158 -pijg Chinese characters Ngan yin (170 and 14) or Ngan wen (115 and 14) render the Sanskrit word yogaksema (cf. 
Rosenberg, Vocabulary, p. 139). In Tibetan it is always translated as grub pa dan bde ba , 'perfection-happiness'. 
According to Buddhaghosa (Sarattha, I, p. 255; II, p. 164) yogakkhema is catuhi yogehi khematn, the fact of being free 
from the four yogas ( kcima -. bhava-, ditthi- and avijjayoga), a synonym for nibbana or sainthood ( arahatta). This 
expression which has already occurred in the Vedas is frequent in Buddhist texts. See references in Rhys Davids-Stede, 
s.v., and Samgraha, notes and references, p. 4). The translators render it as 'security' (Levi), 'safety (C. Rhys Davids), 
'innere Frieden' (Weller). See R.B.A. Ray, Yogaksema, BSOS, VII, 1934, p. 133-136 and H. Jacobi, Trimsikavijnapti des 
Vasubandhu, Stuttgart, 1932, p. 54. 

151 In his commentaries on the Nikayas (Sumangala, I, p. 28; Papanca, I, p. 4-5; Sarattha, I, p. 6; Manoratha, I, p. 7), 
Buddhaghosa enumerates all the possible meanings of sutam', but, he adds, in the expression evam me sutam, sutam 
designates a perception relating to the auricular orifice ( sotadvciranusarena upadharanam)..., it indicates the perception 
(gahana ), the activity of the individual (puggalakicca ) and, by extension, the thing ( dhamma ), the perceived object 
(visaya ). According to him, the phrase evam me sutam means: By me, an individual endowed with auditory 
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Question. - What does the word srutam signify? Does it mean by means of the ear-organ ( srotrendriya ), or 
by means of the auditory consciousness ( srotravijnana ), or by means of the mental consciousness 
(manovijiidna )? 160 if j s t jj e ea r-organ that hears, [the objection will be made] that, being without 
intellect ( avabodha ), the ear-organ cannot hear. - If it is the auditory consciousness that hears, [the 
objection will be made] that, lasting but a moment ( ekaksanika ), the auditory consciousness is incapable of 
concept ( vikalpa ) and cannot hear. 161 - If it is the mental consciousness that hears, [the objection will be 
made] that the mental consciousness, in turn, cannot hear. Why? The first five consciousnesses [visual, 
auditory, olfactory, gustatory and tactile consciousnesses] recognize the five gross (sthula) objects, [i.e., 
color, sound, odor, taste and tangible]; it is only afterwards that the mental consciousness recognizes 
(vijdndti).^^ The mental consciousness is unable to cognize the five gross objects actually present 
( pratyutpanna ); it cognizes only those that are past ( atita ) or future (andgata). ' 63 if the mental 
consciousness could cognize the five gross objects actually present, blind people (, andha ) and deaf people 
(badhira) could cognize colors ( rupa ) and sounds ( sabda ). Why? Because their mental consciousness is 
not destroyed. 

Answer. - Neither the ear-organ (srotrendriya), nor the auditory consciousness ( srotravijnana), nor the 
mental consciousness (manovijiidna) are able to hear sounds. The coming together of many causes and 
conditions (hetuprayayasamnipdta) is necessary to be able to hear sounds. It cannot be said that one single 


consciousness, this was heard by virtue of a consciousness commonly called auditory activity (maya savanakicca 
vinnanasamartgina puggalena vinnanavasena laddhasavanakiccavoharena sutam). 

I”® j n order to understand the discussion that follows, it is necessary to recall the division of the elements into eighteen 
dhatus: 1) the six organs ( indriya ): eye, ear, nose, tongue, touch, mind; 

2 ) the six objects (visaya): color, sound, odor, taste, tangible, non-perceptible object (dharma); 

3) the six consciousnesses ( yijnana): visual, auditory, olfactory, gustatory, tactile and mental consciousness. - This 
division is found in all the manuals, e.g., Stcherbatsky, Central Conception, p. 97: 


Six indriya s 

Six visayas 

Six vijnanas 

1 . caksus 

7. rupa 

13. caksurvijnana 

2. srotra 

8 . sabda 

14. srotravijnana 

3. ghrana 

9. gandha 

15. ghranavijnana 

A.jihvd 

10 . rasa 

16. jihvavijnana 

5. kaya 

11 . sprastavya 

17. kdyavijnana 

6 . manas 

12 . dharma 

18. manovijiidna 


161 According to the Vaibhasikas, the first five vijnanas - therefore, the auditory consciousness - possess 
svabhavavikalpa (vikalpa by definition, i.e., vitarka), but do not permit the vikalpa consisting of examination (nirupana) 
nor the vikalpa consisting of memory (anusmarana); that is why it is said that they are without vikalpa, just as it is said 
about a horse that has only one foot that it has no feet. Kosa, I, p. 60-61. 

162 -phe mental consciousness (manovijiidna) always follows the manas which serves it as support (asraya) and organ 
(indriya). This manas is that one of the six consciousnesses (yijnana) that has just gone past (sannam anantaratitam 
vijndnam yad dhi tan maned), Kosa, I, p. 31). This is the canonical doctrine formulated by the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasikas. 
For other theories, see Samgraha, Notes and References, p. 5F. 

163 According to Kosa, I, p. 44, 94, the object of the first five consciousnesses is simultaneous with them, the object of 
the sixth consciousness is earlier, or simultaneous, or later than it; in other words, it is past, present or future. 
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dharma hears sounds. Why? The ear-organ, lacking intellect ( avabodha ), cannot hear sounds; the [64c] 
consciousnesses, both auditory consciousness as well as mental [consciousness], being non-material 
(ampin), offering no resistance ( apratigha ) and outside of space ( adesastha ),164 are not able to hear 
sounds. Sound ( sabda ) itself, lacking intellect ( avabodha ) and lacking the organ ( indriya ), cannot hear 
sounds. But if the ear-organ ( srotrendriya ) is intact, when the sound reaches the auditory field and when 
the manas wants to hear, the coming together of the object [i.e., sound] and the manas 
(sthulamanahsamnipata) determines the arising of an auditory consciousness (srotravijndna). ' 65 
Following this auditory consciousness, there arises a mental consciousness (manovijndna) that can analyze 
(vikalpana) all types of causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ) and succeeds in hearing sounds. 166 This is 
why the objection cannot be made: "Who hears sound?" In the Buddha's doctrine no dharma is agent 
(kdraka), perceiver ( drastri ) or cognizer ( jndnin ). Some stanzas say: 

If there is an action ( karman ), there are also fruits (phala ). 

The non-existence of the agent (kdraka), of the action and of the fruit 

Is the absolute (paramo) and profound (gambhfra) law 

That the Buddha was able to discover. 16? 


There is emptiness (sunya) but not annihilation (uccheda), 

Continuity (prabandha), but not eternity (mm?to),168 

Sin (dpatti) and merit (punya), and not destruction (vipranasa): 


164 The V ijfj(j na j s a riipin , adesastha, sendriyakakdyasraya , Kosa, III, p. 135. It is in contrast to the organs and objects 
that constitute the rupaskandha. See Kosa, I, p. 27. 

165 with some modifications, this is the canonical theory on the origin of the consciousness: "By virtue of the ear and 
sound, the auditory consciousness is produced; the coming together of the three is contact" (sotahca paticca sadde ca 
uppajjati sotavinhanam, tinnam sahgati phasso. Samyutta, II, p. 72; IV, p. 68, 86, etc.). - On the problem of contact 
(sparsa), see Kosa, III, p. 95-101. 

166 Equipped with the vikalpas of examination ( nirupand ) and memory (anusmarana), the mental consciousness, by 
itself, has a clear notion (samjna) of the object. The other consciousnesses have only a very vague notion. The visual 
consciousness cognizes blue (mlam jdndti), but does not know "It is blue" (no tu nilam iti). In the same way, the auditory 
consciousness is insufficient to identify a sound; it must be complemented by a mental consciousness. See Kosa, I, p. 28, 
n. 1, on this subject. 

16? This stanza is quite in the Madhyamaka spirit. Cf. Madh, vrtti, p. 328-329: na pratyayasamut-pannam 
napratyayasamutthitam.... kuta eva bhavisyati. "Since action is neither produced by virtue of conditions nor non-produced 
for the same reason, the agent itself does not exist either. - If the action does not exist, how would the agent and the fruit 
of the action exist? There not being any fruit, how would the enjoyer of the fruit exist?" 

168 The views of eternity and annihilation (sasvatocchedadrsti) are two extreme views (antadvaya) to be avoided 
carefully. Cf. Samyutta, II, p. 17; III, p. 135; Madh. vrtti, p. 269; Madh. avatara, p. 22: Mahavastu, III, p. 448; P. Vaidya, 
Etudes sur Aryadeva, Paris, 1923, p. 35-37; Dutt, Mahayana , p. 46, 54; Lav., Madhyamaka, p. 10. 
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Such is the law which the Buddha preaches. 


The meaning of Srutam has been explained in brief ( samasatah ). 


EKASMIN 

Let us now speak about Ekasmin. 

Question. - In the Buddhist doctrine, the dharmas, number ( samkhyd ), time ( kala ), etc., do not exist, 
because they are not included ( samgrhita ) in the list of aggregates ( skandha ), bases of consciousness 
(i dyatana ) and elements ( dhdtu ) [set up by Buddhists]. ^ Then why is it said: 'at time' (ekasmin samaye )? 

Answer. - According to current usage ( lokasamvrti ), there is 'a' time. It is not wrong [to express oneself in 
that way]. If a piece of carved wood represents the image of a deity ( devapratima ) and by thinking of this 
deity, one pays homage to it ( vandana ), that is not wrong.' 70 j n the same way, when we speak of 'a' time, 
it is not wrong; even though this time does not really exist, it is in conformity with usage ( samvrti ) that we 
speak of'a' time. 

Question. - It is impossible that there is not 'a time'. 1. The Buddha himself said: "When 'a' man appears in 
the world, many men obtain joy. Who is this man? It is the Buddha Bhagavat.171 Furthermore, the Buddha 
spoke this stanza: 

[65a]My conduct ( caiya ) has no master (acdrya). 

My resolve ( chanda ) is one and peerless. 

By observing a single practice, I have become Buddha. 

By myself ( svatah ), I have penetrated the noble Path (dryamdrga). * 72 
In the same way, the Buddha spoke about one-ness in many places. Therefore it must exist. 


169 The |j sts 0 f f lve skandhcis, twelve ayatanas and eighteen dhatus. 

170 The cu | t 0 f ; ma g es i s authorized by virtue of the same principles in Asokavadana (Przyluski, Asoka, p. 361-362), 
Sutralamkara (tr. Huber, p. 272) and Divyavadana, p. 363. 

Text cited above, n. 

172 Stanza pronounced by the Buddha when he met with the ajlvika Upaka (or Upaga, Upagana). 

Vinaya, I„ p. 2a-b, 3c-d); Majjhima, I, p. 171: na me acariyo atthi.... 'smi nibbuto. 

Mahavastu, III,p. 326: na me acatyo asti.... sambodhim uttamdm. 

Sanskrit Udanavarga,p. 263: acatyo me na vai.... sambodhim uttamdm. 

Lalitavistara, p. 405: acatyo na hi me kascit.... sitibhuto nirasravah. 

Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 14, p. 618c8-9: "I have no master; there is no-one like me. Alone I am the flawless Buddha. 
Having reached cool the nature, I am free of corruptions," 

Wou fen liu, T 1421, K. 13, p. 104a: " My conduct has no master; by myself, I have penetrated the noble Path." - Sseu fen 
liu, T 1428, k. 32, p. 787c: " By myself, I have attained awareness. From whom should I have learned it? I have had no 
teacher ." - Ken pen chouo..p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 6, p. 127a: " I do not derive my activity from any master. No-one is 
my equal... By myself I have found awareness; I do not depend on a teacher." 
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2. Furthermore, it is by association ( samyoga ) with the dharma 'one-ness' that a substance ( dravya ) is said 
to be 'one'. If the dharma 'one-ness' did not truly exist, why does a single substance invoke the notion of 
one-ness, unity, and not of duality or three-ness? Why do two substances evoke the notion of duality and 
not of one-ness or of three-ness? Why do three substances evoke the notion of three-ness and not of duality 
or of one-ness? If numbers really did not exist, a single substance would be able to evoke the notion of 
two-ness, two substances would be able to evoke the notion of one-ness, and similarly for three, four, five, 
six, etc. That is why we know with certainty that a substance 'one' possesses the dharma 'one-ness' and that, 
by association ( samyoga ) with this dharma, this substance 'one' engenders the notion of one-ness. 

Answer. - There is a fault both in the case that one-ness is identical (eka) with substance ( dravya ) and in 
the case that one-ness is different ( anya ) from substance. 

Question. - If [one-ness and substance] are the same, what is the fault? 

Answer. - 1. If a vase (ghata) is synonymous with one-ness, in the way that Yin t'i li (Indra) is synonymous 
with Che kia (Sakra), then wherever there is one-ness, there must be a vase, as everywhere where there is 
Indra, there must be Sakra. Henceforth all substances, cloth (pata ), etc., will be vase and one-ness. Since 
the vase is one-ness, wherever there is one-ness, there must be vase, and not only vase, but also cloth, etc., 
because all of them being 'single' substance, they are not different ( visesa ). 

2. Furthermore, one-ness being a number-dharma (samkhyadharma) , the vase also must be a number. Since 
the nature of the vase ( ghatasvabhdva ) involves five attributes (dharma), one-ness also will involve five 
attributes. Since the vase is material (rupin) and offers resistance (sapratigha), one-ness also will be 
material and resistant. [However], wherever there is one-ness, there is no question of the vase. It is not 
necessary that the vase be one-ness, since to speak of one-ness is not to include the vase therein and to 
speak of the vase is not to include one-ness therein. 

3. Finally, if the vase and one-ness were not different, then to speak of one-ness, one would be talking 
about the vase, and to speak about the vase, one would be talking about one-ness. This would be confusing. 

Question. - If [one-ness and the vase] were identical, those would be the faults. But if they are different, 
where is the fault? 

Answer. - If one-ness were different from the vase, the vase would be that which is not one-ness [i.e., it 
would be multiple, aneka]. If the vase were different from one-ness, one-ness would be everything that is 
not the vase. If the vase, united with one-ness, is called 'one', why is one-ness, united with the vase, not 
called 'vase'? This is why we cannot say that the vase is different from one-ness. 

Question. - It is because it is united with the number 'one' that the vase is 'one'; but one-ness does not make 
the vase. 

Answer. - Numbers begin with one-ness: one-ness is different from the vase; that is why the vase is not 
one-ness. Since one-ness does not exist, plurality does not exist either. Why? Because one-ness precedes 
plurality. Thus the difference or the identity [between the vase and one-ness] cannot be established. In both 
cases, if we look for a dharma 'oneness', we cannot find it and since we cannot find it, [65b] how could it 
be included in the list of aggregates (skandha), elements (dhatu) and bases of consciousness ( dyatana )? 
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Only so as to conform with current usage do the disciples of the Buddha speak of one-ness, but their minds 
do not truly cling ( abhinivisate ) to it; they know that the dharma 'number' ( samkhyddhanna ) has a 
conventional existence ( samketasvabhdva ). This is why, when the Buddhist texts talk about ‘a’ man ( ekah 
pudgala), ‘a’ teacher (eka dcdryah ) ‘a’ time ( ekah samayah ), they do not fall into the error of wrong views 
( mithyadrsti ). 

We have explained in brief the meaning of Ekasmin. 


SAMAYE 

Let us now speak about Samaye. 

Question. - In India, there are two words to designate time, Kia lo (kdla ) and San mo ye (samaya ). Why 
does the Buddha say samaya and not kala? 

Answer. - If he said kala, there would be uncertainty. 

Question. - For ease of elocution, he ought to have said 'kala', because 'kala' has only two syllables whereas 
'samaya' has three and is harder to pronounce. 

Answer. - 1. It is in order to avoid wrong views (mithyadrsti) that he said samaya and not kala. Indeed, 
some say that all beings in heaven and earth have kala as cause. 173 Thus some stanzas in the Che king 
(Kalasutra) say: 

Time passes and beings ripen, 

Time passes and beings grow, 

Time can understand men, 

That is why time is cause. * 74 


The universe is like the wheel of a chariot. 

Time revolves like the turning wheel, 

Man also is like the chariot wheel: 

Sometimes above, sometimes below. 

2. Furthermore, some say: "Even if all beings in heaven and on earth and all substances (dravya) are not 
created by time, nevertheless time is immutable (avyaya). That is why it truly exists. But as the dharma 
'time' is subtle (suksma), it is invisible ( adrsya ) and unknowable (ajneya). It is by its effects, flowers 
(puspa ), fruits (phala ), etc., that its existence may be known and its characteristics (laksana) may be seen, 


173 These are the Kalavadins, cf. Saddarsanasamuccaya, p. 10-11. 

174 Interesting variation of a well-known stanza (Bohtlingk, Ind. Spriiche, no. 1688; Madh. vrtti, p. 386; Saddarsana, p. 
11): kdlahpacati bhutani.... halo hi duratikramah. 
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such as the past year or present year, long ago or recently, slowly or quickly. Although time is not seen, it 
is possible to know its existence; for it is by seeing the effect ( phala ) that one knows the existence of the 
cause ( hetu ). That is why a dharma 'time' exists, and as this dharma 'time' is immutable ( avyaya ), it is 
eternal (; nitya )." 

Answer. - Present time ( pratyutpanna ) is like a ball of clay ( mrnpinda ), past time ( atfta ) like the dust of the 
earth ( prthivirajas ) and future time ( andgata ) like the vase ( ghata ). Since time is eternal (nitya), the past 
does not make the future, for according to your texts, time is a single substance ( ekadravya ). This is why 
the past does not make the future or the present, for they are confused with the past. In the past there is no 
future. That is why there is no future or present. 175 

Question. - You accept that that the past [is comparable] to the dust of the earth. If there is a past, there 
must necessarily be a future. That is why the dharma 'time' must exist necessarily. 

Answer. - You have not understood what I have just said. The future is the vase; the past is the dust of the 
earth. The future does not make the past, because by [65c] falling into the characteristics ( laksana) of the 
future, it becomes future and then why would it be called past? That is why the past does not exist. 

Question. - Why should time not exist? There must necessarily be a time. The present (pratyutpanna ) has 
the characteristics (laksana) of the present, the past (atfta) has the characteristics of the past, and the future 
(andgata) has the characteristics of the future. 

Answer. - If the three times each had their own characteristics (svalaksana), they would always be 'present' 
and there would be neither past nor future. If the future existed presently, it would not be called 'future' but 
indeed 'present'. That is why your thesis (vdda) does not hold. 

Question. - The past and the future do not function with the nature of the present; the past functions with 
the nature of the past and the future with the nature of the future. That is why there is a [different] time for 
each nature separately (ekaika dharmalaksana). 

Answer. - If the past has 'passed', it loses the nature of the past; if the past has not 'passed', it does not have 
the nature of the past. Why? Because its self-nature (svalaksana) is absent. It is the same for the future. 
That is why the dharma 'time' is not real. How could it produce the beings of heaven and earth, flowers 
( puspa ), fruits (phala ) and other substances ( dravya )? [The Buddhist texts] do not speak about kala but 
about samaya in order to dispel wrong views of this kind. We speak metaphorically (prajnapti) about time 
with regard to birth (utpdda), the elements (dhdtu) and bases of consciousness (dyatana), but there is no 
distinct time [existing as a separate substance]. Expressions such as 'region' (desa), 'time' (kala), 
'separation' (viyoga), 'union' (samyoga), 'singleness' (ekatva), 'multiplicity' (ndndtva), 'length' (dfrghatva), 
'smallness' (hrasvatva), etc., come from convention (ndmasamketa). Fools (bdla) cling (abhinivisante) to 


1^5 Q n ti le controversy of time in scholastic Buddhism, see bibliography and documents gathered by L. de La Vallee 
Poussin, Documents d'Abhidharma, MCB, V, 1936-37, p. 1-158; S. Schayer, Contributions to the problem of Time in 
Indian Philosophy, Cracow, 1938. - In the discussion that follows, the Mpps presents some points of contact with the 
kdlaparfksa of the Madhyamakasastra of Nagarjuna (Madh. vrtti, p. 382-389). 
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them and say that these are [66a] real dharmas ( sadbhuta ). That is why mundane conventional dharmas of 
purely nominal existence must be excluded. 

Question. - If time does not exist, why is it permissible 'to eat at the proper time' ( kdlabhojana ) and 
forbidden 'to eat at the wrong time' (, akalabhojana )?176 Those are common disciplines ( silci)\ 

Answer. - I have already spoken above about these worldly ( laukika ) and conventional ( samketika) 
dharmas: there is a time, but it is not a real dharma. You cannot object to that. Besides, the disciplines 
imposed by the Vinaya are true for the world without having the nature of an absolute, real dharma 
( paramasatyadharmalaksana ), for the dtman and the dharmas do not really exist (nopalobhyante). But in 
order to moderate the impatience of the community ( samgha ), in order to protect the Buddhist doctrine and 
ensure its longevity (cirasthiti), in order to regulate the disciples' rituals, the Bhagavats of the triple world 
have set up prohibitions ( sfla ) the subject of which one should not question whether it is true (s atya, bhuta) 
or conventional ( ndmasamketa ), what is associated ( samyukta ) or dissociated ( viprayukta ), what is a 
dharma with such and such a characteristic ( laksana ) or without that characteristic. That is why no 
objection can be made there. 

Question. - When it is a question of 'food at the improper time' ( akalabhojana ), or 'medicine at the proper 
time' ( kdlabhaisajya ) or 'robes at the proper time' ( kdlavastra ), the word 'kala' is always used. Why not say 
'samaya'? 

Answer. - Lay people ( avaddtavasana ) do not understand the expression in the Vinaya; how then could the 
heretics ( tirthika ) understand it? They would take up wrong views ( mithyddrsti ). Everybody understands 
the expression 'samaya' in the other texts. Therefore by saying 'samaya', they are prevented from producing 
wrong views. 'Samaya' is a contrived word, 'kala' likewise is a metaphorical expression (prajhapti ). 
Besides, in the Buddhist texts, the word 'samaya' is often used and rarely the word 'kala'. 177 Since its use is 
rare, no objection can be made. 

The meaning of the five words Evam mayd srutam ekasmin samaye has thus been explained in brief 
(samdsatah). 


176 p or the restriction of eating at the wrong time ( akdla -. vikalabhojana), i.e., after noon, see Samyutta,V, p. 470; 
Majjhima, I, p. 180, 268, 448; Anguttara, I, p. 212; II, p. 209; III, p. 216, 260, etc. 

17? In his commentaries on the Nikayas (Sumaiigala, I, p. 31; Papanca, I, . 8; Sarattha, I, p. 9-10; Manoratha, I, p. 11), 
Buddhaghosa illustrates the use of samaya by many citations from the canonical texts, e.g., DIgha, I, p. 205; II, p. 254; 
Majjhima, I, p. 438; II, p. 22; Samyutta, I, p. 187; IV, p. 205; Anguttara, I, p. 134; III, p. 246; Vinaya, IV, p. 117. 

NOTE: The Pali and Sanskrit quotations have been abbreviated, only the beginning and ending phrases being cited. 
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CHAPTER III: GENERAL EXPLANATION OF EVAM 

MAYA SRUTA 

Now let us explain the expression Evam maya srutam ekasmin samaye as a whole ( samanyatah ), 'Thus 
have 1 heard at one time'. * 78 

Question - The Buddhas are omniscient (sarvajna); independent and without a teacher (dcdrya), they do 
not follow the teaching of others (paradesand ), they do not adopt the doctrines of others (paradhanna), 
they do not use borrowed systems (paramdrga ). They preach the Buddhadharma without having heard it 
from another. How can they say: "Thus have 1 heard ( evam maya Orutamft" 

[66b] Answer - 1 . As you have said, the Buddha is omniscient, independent, without a teacher; he preaches 
the Dharma without having heard it from another. But the Buddhist doctrine is not the only utterance that 
has come from the mouth of the Buddha ( buddhakanthokta ); it is also all the truths ( satya ) and all the good 
words ( subhdsita ) propagated in the world ( lokci ).^9 Skillful words ( nipuna ), well spoken ( subdsita ) come 


' 7° Other old commentaries on this phrase have been noted by P. Demieville, Les versions chimoises du Milindapanha, 
BEFEO, XXIV, 1924, p. 52-57. 

179 The criterion of authenticity varies considerably among Buddhist scholars. The question of its variations has been 
posed by L. de La Vallee Poussin, Opinions, p. 138-145; Nirvana, p. 24. 

a. The traditional orthodox point of view is that of the pious Asoka in the edict of Bairat (Senart, Piyadasi, II, p. 208; 
Hultsch, Asoka, p. 173; Smith, Asoka, p. 172): "All that the Blessed Buddha has said is well said." ( e kechi bhamte 
bhagavatd Budhena bhasite sarve se subhdsite). 

As a result, in order to know if a doctrine or a text is the word of the Buddha, the translators of the canon say that it must 
be compared with the collections of Buddhist scriptures which alone are authoritative. 

A Pali sutra, dedicated to the four great authorities ( mahcipadesa ), found in DIgha, II, p. 123, and Anguttara, II, p. 167, 
considers as the word of the Buddha any text conforming to the Sutras and the Vinaya: "When a text is proposed on the 
authority of the Buddha, a community ( samgha ), a group of Elders ( thera ) or an individual Elder, it is necessary to see if 
this text ( padavyanjani ) occurs in the Sutras ( sutte otaranti) and appears in the Vinaya ( vinaye sandissanti). If yes, it must 
be accepted as being the word of the Buddha ( bhagavato vacanam ); if no, it must be rejected." 

For the expression mahcipadesa, see DIgha, tr. Rh. D., II, p. 123; tr. Franke, p. 220, n. 4; Anguttara, tr. Woodward, II, p. 
174; L. de La Vallee Poussin, Mahapadesa, Kalapadesa, HJAS, III, 1038, p. 158-160. 

The same phrase, but more elaborate in form, requires that the controversial text must not only be found in the Sutras and 
in the Vinaya, but also that it must not contradict the nature of things (or the truth). This modified fonnula occurs in the 
Chinese DIrghagama, Tch'ang a han, T 1, k. 3, p,17c. (cf. T 5, k. 1. p,167a; T 6, k. 1, p. 182c; T 7, k. 1, p. 195c; Ken pen 
chouo... tsa che, T 1451, k. 37, p. 389b-390b). It is quoted in Sutralamkara, ed. Levi, p. 4: "The characteristic mark of the 
word of the Buddha is that is found in the Sutras, that it appears in the Vinaya and that it does not contradict the truth" 
(buddhavacanasyedam lasanam yat siitre 'vatarati vinaye samdrsyate dharmatam ca na vilomayati). The same principles 
are repeated in Panjika, p. 431: "That which comes down to us as the word of the Buddha traditionally by succession of 
teachers and students, that which occurs in the Sutras, that which appears in the Vinaya and does not contradict the truth 
(dharmata ), that is the word of the Buddha and none other" (yad gurusisyaparamparayamndydydtam.... buddhavacanam 
nanyat). - According to Kosa, IX, p. 252, the dharmata which the text cannot contradict is the law of dependent 
origination (pratityasamutpada ). 
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forth everywhere in the Buddhadharma. Thus the Buddha said in the Vinaya: "What is the Buddhadharma? 
The Buddhadharma is that which has been spoken by five kinds of people: 1. that which the Buddha 
himself has spoken ( buddhabhasita); 2. that which the disciples of the Buddha have spoken 
(srdvakabhdsita ); 3. that which the sages have said ( rsibhasita)\ 4. that which has been said by the gods 
(devabhdsita ); 5. that which apparitional beings have spoken ( upapddukabhasita )."180 . Furthermore, in 


The requirements increase in the Chinese Ekottara, (Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 20, p. 652b. For this sutra, the four 
authorities ( mahapadesa ) in the matter of authenticity are the Sutras, the Vinaya, the Abhidhanna and the Precepts {slid). 

b. With the development of Buddhist literature, the criterion of authority loses its power. More and more it is the intrinsic 
value of a text that will decide if it should be accepted or rejected. A sutra unknown to the Pali tradition, the Sutra of the 
Four Refuges ( pratisarana ), cited below by the Mpps, k. 9, p. 125a, encourages the exegetist to have recourse to the truth 
in himself, not to authority, whatever it may be, even of the Buddha (dharmah pratisaranam na pudgalah). Already the 
Suttanipata, III, 3, defines the characteristics that allow recognition of the "Good Word" ( subhasita ), the irreproachable 
word: " It is well said and not badly said {subhasitan heva bhasati no dubbhasitam); agrees with salvation and is not 
contrary to salvation (dhammah neva bhasati no adhammam); pleasant and not unpleasant ( piyah heva bhdsita no 
appiyam ); true and not false ( saccaii heva bhasati no alikam)." 

c. Finally, the criterion of authenticity is completely abandoned. To accept a sutra, one need no longer be troubled to 
know if it was preached by the Buddha in such and such a place to such and such a person; one need only ask whether or 
not the doctrines which it contains are useful and profitable. This is the triumph of the inner critic over the outer critic, of 
subjectivity over objectivity. The early phrase: "All that the Buddha said is well said" is reversed, and it is generally 
proclaimed: "Everything that is well said has been said by the Buddha." In the following pages, the Mpps resolutely 
defends this point of view with supporting texts. One could add other citations to the ones it brings. The 
Madhyasayasamcodanasutra, cited in Siksasamuccaya, p. 15, and Panjikam, p. 431-432, says: "Every word of the 
Buddha may be recognized by four characteristics: it is endowed with usefulness and not hurtfulness; it agrees with the 
Dhanna and does not contradict the Dhanna; it destroys the passions and does not increase them; it shows the qualities 
and benefits of nirvana and does not show the qualities and benefits of samsara. Whoever teaches or will teach a doctrine 
presenting these four characteristics should be regarded as a Buddha by the faithful, sons and daughters of good family. 
They should consider him to be their teacher and listen to his doctrine. Why? Because all that is well said has been said 
by the Buddha ( api tu. maitreya, caturbhih kdranaih... subhasitam sarvatn tat buddhabhasitam). 

d. When the Greater Vehicle comes to flood the Buddhist literature with its innumerable sutras, the adepts of the Lesser 
Vehicle protest: "These texts are not authentic; they are not the words of the Buddha." The scholars of the Greater 
Vehicle have only arguments of reasoning to oppose them. They say: "The Mahayana leads to supreme enlightenment; 
this is why we know that they are the words of the Buddha." All their argumentation in the end leads back to this single 
affirmation. See Mahayanasamgraha, p. 9; Sutralamkara, I, v. 7, p. 3; Siddhi, p. 176-178; Hien yang cheng kiao louen, T 
1602, k. 20, p. 581b; Dutt, Mahayana, p. 68-75. 

180 p assa g e taken from the Sarvastivadin Vinaya, Che song liu,T 1435, K. 9, p. 71 b 1 -2.. When the Mpps refers to the 
Vinaya, it always quotes the Sarvastivadin Vinaya word for word. These two texts, the Sarvastivadin Vinaya and the 
Mpps, have both been translated by Kumarajlva and are known to us only as translations by this author. 

The text cited here has its correspondent in all the other Vinayas; Pali Vinaya, IV, p. 15: dhammo ncima buddhabhasito.... 
dhammupasamhito. - Mahasamghika Vinaya, Mo ho seng k'i liu, T 1425, k. 13, p. 336a21: "The doctrine is either what 
the Buddha has pronounced or else that which he has approved and sanctioned; what the Buddha has approved and 
sanctioned are his sravaka disciples and other men who have pronounced it and the Buddha has approved with his 
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the Che t'i to tao king (Sakradevendrabhisambodhisutra), the Buddha said to Kiao che kia (Kausika)^!; 
"The truths (satyd), good words ( subhasita ), words that are skillful and well spoken, spread throughout the 
world, all constitute my doctrine." 1^2 Finally, it is said in the Tsan fa kie (Buddhastotragatha): 

The good words in the world 

Are all derived from the Buddhadharma. 

These good words are faultless 

And are no different from the words of the Buddha. 

Although they are found elsewhere 
These are good words, faultless. 

They are all 

Fragments of the Buddhadharma. 

Even among heretics 
There can be good words. 

Thus the insect that gnaws wood 

Soon takes on the name [of the wood that it eats]. 

The doctrine of beginning, middle and end. 


sanction." - Dharmagupta Vinaya, Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 11, p. 639al6: "The doctrine in padas is what the Buddha has 
pronounced, what the sravakas have expressed, what the rsis have expressed and what the devas have expressed." This 
passage is identical with the Pali. - Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, Ken pen chou... p'i nai ye, T 1332, k. 26, p. 771b22: "The 
word 'dhanna' means the doctrine that the Buddha and the sravakas have pronounced." - The bodhisattvas appear in the 
definition of the doctrine in "Nandimitra's Relation": In the collections of the holy Dharma, there are texts that have been 
pronounced by the Buddha, others by the bodhisattvas, others by the sravakas, others by the rsis, others by the gods, 
others by the sages; they can inspire fairness and benefit." Cf. S. Levi, Les seize Arhatprotecteurs de la loi, JA, 1916, p. 
20 - 21 . 

Kausika (in Pali, Kosiya) is a rather rare, it is true, epithet of Indra-Sakra. It occurs already in the Rigveda (I, 10) and 
Mahabharata (3, 9,9 and 135,20). See Macdonell, Vedic Mythology, p. 62, and W. Hopkins, Epic Mythology, p. 123. - It 
occurs in Buddhist texts: DTgha, II, p. 270; Majjhima, I, p. 200, 202, 315, 403. This epithet, which means 'belonging to 
the Kusika family', is a survival from the time when Indra was the god of the Kusika clan, according to Rhys Davids 
(DTgha, tr. II, p. 296). 

182 I [Lamotte] have not succeeded in identifying this text, but in Ahguttara, IV, p. 163-164, there is a conversation 
between Indra and some bhiksus where the latter also affirm that everything that is well said has been said by the Buddha. 
Indra congratulates the monks on their speech: "That is a fine doctrine. Do you know it from your own enlightenment or 
do you hold it from the Buddha?" The monks reply: "When, at a distance from a large granary, one sees some people who 
are carrying grain in a basket, in their robes, in their hands, one can easily deduce where that grain came from; in the 
same way, all that is well said, every good word, is the word of the Blessed One." ( Yam kimei subhasitam sabbam tarn 
Bhagavato vacanam). 
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The destruction of specific and general characteristics 
Is like the iron that comes out of the gangue. 

Who would think 

That a forest of eranda * 83 

Could contain the goshirsha * 84 sandalwood? 

Who would believe that a bad seed 
Could contain the wondrous honey fruit? 

Then we would believe 
That the works of heretics 
Themselves contain good words. 


Good and true words 
All come from the Buddha, 

Like the perfume of the sandal wood ( candana ) 

Comes from Mo li chan .185 
Withhold Mo li chan 

And there would be no more sandalwood. 

Similarly, withhold the Buddha 

And there would be no further good words. 

2. Furthermore, 186 the phrase Evam maya srutam is an expression used by the disciples of the Buddha 
such as A nan (Ananda), etc. Since it partakes of the marks ( laksana ) of the Buddhadharma, it is called 
Buddhadharma. Thus the Buddha, at the time of his parinirvana, was at Kiu yi na kie (Kusinagara) between 


183 eranda, according to Monier-Willimas: the castor-oil plant, Ricinus communis or Croton polyandron; or Palma 
Christi. 

184 gosTrsa, according to Monier-Williams: a kind of sandalwood (brass-colored and very fragrant). 

183 Mo li chan, also transcribed by the characters Mo lo chan (Przyluski, Concile, p. 207) and Mo lo ye chan (S. Levi, 
Catalogue geograhique des Yaksa, JA, Jan.-Feb., 1915, p. 41) is most likely Mount Malaya where gosirsa candana is 
collected, below, k. 10, p. 132a. 

18® This paragraph gives the ultima verba of the Buddha before his entry into parinirvana. At the request of Aniruddha, 
Ananda asks five questions of the dying Buddha who answers with five pieces of advice. I [Lamotte] do not find this 
episode in the other stories of the parinirvana where Aniruddha appears only once to learn from Ananda if the Buddha has 
entered into nirodhasamapatti. Cf. Dlgha, II, p. 156; Tch'ang a han, T 1, k. 4, p. 26b28; Pan ni yuan king, T 6, k. 2, p. 
188b26; Tapan nie p'an king, T 7, k. 2, p. 205al0; Ken pen chouo... tsaa che, T 1451, k. 38, p. 309b6. 
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two Sa lo ( sdla ) trees; lying with his head to the north, the Buddha was about to enter into nirvana. At that 
time, Ananda, still under the influence of the afflictions (anunaya), had not yet dispelled or eliminated 
passion ( rdga ). His heart was plunged into a sea of sadness from which he was unable to come out. Then 
the sthavira A ni Ion teou (Aniruddha) said to Ananda: "You, keeper of the basket of the Buddhist texts, 
you ought not to founder in a sea of sadness like an ordinary person ( prthagjana ). All conditioned dharmas 
( samskrtadharma ) are transitory in nature ( anityalaksana ). You should not be sad. Moreover, the Buddha 
has entrusted the doctrine to you and now, in your despair, you forget the task which he entrusted to you. 
Therefore ask the Buddha the following questions: After the Buddha's parinirvana, what path ( mdrga ) shall 
we follow? Who will be our teacher ( dcdiya ), our critic and our guide [66c] ( chandaka )? What will be our 
refuge ( uposatha )? What words will we place at the beginning of our Buddhist texts? You should ask the 
Buddha about these things to come ( andgatavastu )." 

When Ananda heard this advice, his sadness decreased a little and he found the strength to think about the 
path. He helped the Buddha to lie at the edge of the bed and asked him these questions. 

The Buddha said to Ananda: "Henceforth after my departure, you yourself will be your own refuge 
(i atmasarana ), the Dharma will be your refuge ( dharmasarana ), and you will have no other refuge 
(i ananyasarana ). How, O bhiksu, will you be your own refuge, how will the Dharma be your refuge, and 
how will you have no other refuge? The bhiksu considers his own body (kdyam anupasyati)', he always 
dedicates to it his full attention ( ekacitta ), his wisdom ( prajna ), his zeal (prayatna ), his energy (virya) and 
he rejects the worldly desires and resulting dissatisfactions (Joke ’bhidhyadaurmanasya). In the same way, 
he considers the body of another, then his own body and that of another at the same time. The same for the 
smrtyupasthanas of feeling (vedand), mind (cittd) and dharmas. Then it can be said that this bhiksu is 
himself his own refuge, goes to the Dharma for refuge and has no other refuge. 187 Henceforth the Kiai t'o 
kiai king (Pratimoksasutra) will be your great teacher (: mahacdrya ). You should carry out bodily activities 
(kdyakarman) and vocal actions ( vdkkarman ) according to the instructions of the Pratimoksasutra. - After 
my Nirvana, your guide (chandaka), O bhiksu, will be the punishment according to the rule of Brahma 
( brahmadanda - If someone is in a state of mind of panic (abhihatacitta), he should be taught the 


Th e game sermon on the four smrtyupasthanas was already spoken to Ananda at Beluva (DIgha, II, p. 100); Tch'ang a 
han, T 1, k. 2, p. 15b; Ken pen chou... tsa che, T 1451, k. 30,p. 387b) and at Savatthi (Samyutta, V, p.163) and to the 
bhiksus at Matula (DIgha, III, p. 58, 77; Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 6), k. 6, p. 391; Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 70, k. 15, p. 
520b): Tasmat ih' Ananda attadipd viharatha.... dhammadtpo dhammasarano anannasarano. 

188 Brahmadanda was inflicted by the Buddha upon Chanda: "Let Chanda say to the bhiksus whatever he wishes, but let 
the bhiksus not speak to him, nor admonish him, nor advise him." (cf. DIgha, II, p. 154; Vinaya, II, p. 290: Channo 
bhikkhuyarn icccheyya.... na anusasitabbo). 

The same prohibition in Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 1), k. 4, p. 26a. The punishment is even more severe in the Mahlsasaka 
Vinaya, Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 39, p. 102a: "It will be forbidden for any bhiksu, bhiksum, upasaka, updsikd to meet him 
or to speak to him." - See also Sammapadatutha, II, p. 110-12 (Burlingame, Legends, II, p. 166) and Rh.D., Theragdtha, 
tr. chap. LXIX. 
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Chan t'o kia tcgan yen king (Samthakatyayanasutra); then he will be able to obtain the Path. 189 . As for 
the precious basket of the Dharma (dharmaratnapitaka) compiled during three incalculable periods 
(i asamkhyeyakalpa ), it must begin with the following phrase: "Thus have I heard at one time ( evam mayd 
srutam ekasmin samaye)', the Buddha was dwelling in such and such a place, in such and such a country, in 
such and such a grove..." Why [this beginning]? Sutras all began with this formula among the Buddhas of 
the past ( atftabuddha ); sutras all will begin with this formula among the [67a] Buddhas of the future 
(andgatabuddha ); finally, the Buddhas of the present ( pratyutpannabuddha ), at the moment of their 
parinirvana, also teach this formula. Henceforth, after my parinirvana, sutras must also begin with this 
formula: Evam mayd srutam skasmin samaye. 

By that, we know that [the content of the sutra] was taught by the Buddha, but it is not the Buddha who 
says: Evam mayd srutam. The Buddha, who is omniscient ( sarvajnd ), independent and without a teacher, 
cannot say: "Thus have 1 heard." If the Buddha said: "Thus have I heard", the objection could be made that 
the Buddha did not know the thing [before having heard it]. At the request of Ananda, the Buddha has 
taught this formula, a formula to be pronounced by his disciples. [Therefore] this expression Evam mayd 
srutam is irreproachable. 

3. Furthermore, so that the Buddhadharma may remain in the world for a long time, the ayusmat^ 0 m 0 ] 10 
kia cho (Mahakasyapa) and other arhats questioned Ananda, asking him: "Where did the Buddha preach 
the Dharma for the first time? What dharmas did he preach?" - Ananda answered: "Thus have I heard at 
one time ( evam mayd srutam ekasmin samaye)', the Buddha was dwelling in the country of Po lo na 
(Varanasi), in the residence of Sien jen (Rsipatana) in Mrgadava); he preached the noble truths on suffering 
(duhkhdryasatya ) to five hundred bhiksus. At the beginning, I understood nothing about the self. But by 


189 In this sutra the Buddha praises the good meditation, without content or object, which prepares the way to nirvana. 
He congratulates Samtha Katyayana (in Pali, Sandha or Saddlia Kaccayana): cf. Anguttara, V, p. 323; Samyutta, II, p. 
153) for having no concept whatsoever of what is. And the gods venerate Samtha, saying: "Homage to you, excellent 
man, for we have not that on which you meditate!" 

We have several versions of this sutra with important variants - in Pali, in Anguttara, V, p. 323-326; - in Sanskrit, from a 
citation in Bodhisattvabhumi, p. 49-50; - in Chinese, in Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 926), k. 33, p. 235c-236b, and T 100 (no. 
151), k. 8, p. 430c-431b; from citations in Yu kiu che ti louen by Asanga, T 1579, k. 36, p. 189b, and by Ta tch'eng 
tchang tchen louen by Bhavaviveka, T 1578, k. 2, p. 276c (tr. L. de La Vallee Poussin, Le Joyau dans la main, MCB, II, 
1932-33, p. 127). 

Here is the Sanskrit text of this sutra which, with the exception of some additions which I [Lamotte] have made in 
brackets, corresponds exactly with the Pali version: Iha Samtha bhiksur na prthmm nisritya.... kim tvam nisrtya dhyayasi. 
Poussin, who several times has mentioned the importance of this text, comments: “Two schools read confirmation of 
their metaphysical theses in this old sutra and the meeting is rather thorny. Maitreya-Asanga's school thinks that the son 
of KatyayanI meditates on ineffable reality, on the dharma called tathata which it discovered some centuries after the 
redaction of the sutra and of which old scripture knew nothing. Bhavaviveka says that the son of KatyayanI meditates on 
the void, for only voidness exists in the universe; he makes the son of KatyayanI a precursor of Bhavaviveka... The sutra 
teaches nothing other than right meditation." (Lav., Dogme et Philosophic, p. 92; see also idem, Madhyamaka, MCB, II, 
1932-33, p. 55). 

190 ayusmat: 'life-possessing', honorific title applied to royal personages and Buddhist monks (Monier-Williams). 
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pondering correctly (yonisomanasikara ) on the Dharma, I obtained the eye ( caksus ), knowledge (jnana), 
the ear ( srotra ) and awakening (buddhi)."^ 1 

Similarly, it is said at length in the Tsi fa king (Dharmasamgrahasutra?)^^: When the Buddha entered into 
nirvana, the earth trembled six times, the rivers reversed their courses, a violent wind blew up in a tempest, 
black clouds arose on the horizon in the four directions. There was thunder and lightning, hail and rain 
came down in floods; here and there stars fell. Lions and other wild beasts began to howl; gods and men 
uttered great moans, all wailing: "The Buddha has passed into Nirvana. Alas! the eye of the world 
(lokacaksus ) is extinguished." At the same time, plants, forests, grasses, trees, flowers and leaves suddenly 
split open. Sumeru, king of mountains, trembled from its very base. Waves rose up in the sea, the earth 
quaked terribly. Mountains and cliffs crumbled, trees snapped and smoke arose from the four quarters of 
the horizon. There was great panic. Ponds and rivers became soiled with mud. The stars appeared in full 
daylight. People began to wail, the gods lamented, the goddesses choked with their tears. The saiksas 
suffered in silence; the asaiksas told one another that all conditioned dharmas ( samskrtadharma ) are 
transitory ( anitya). Thus the gods, manusas, yakshas, raksasas, gandharvas, kimnaras, mahoragas and 
nagas all felt great sadness. 

The arhats who had crossed the sea of old age (jard ), sickness ( vyadhi) and death (: marana ) said to one 
another: 

We have crossed the river of worldly passions, 


191 In telling this episode of the Council of Rajagrha, the Mpps, according to its custom, follows the Sarvastivadin 
Vinaya word for word (Che song liu, T 1435, k. 60, p. 448b; Przyluski, Concile, p. 230). 

192 Tijg t s i f a king, which the Mpps takes as its pattern in the narrative of the first Council, should be very close to the 
Kia ye kie king, T 2027. Przyluski has commented that the account in the Mpps "is rather similar to the Kia ye kie king, 
especially in the verse sections." 

The account of the Council in the Mpps has been translated by Przyluski in his well-known Le Concile de Rajagrha, ch. 
Ill, p. 57-73. I [Lamotte] cannot do better than to reproduce his translation with a few slight modifications. In my notes, I 
use mainly the other sources gathered by him, of which here is the list with references to the Taisho edition: 

1) Among the sutras and commentaries: Kia ye king, T 2027, vol. 49, p.4b-7a. - A yu wang king, T 2043, k. 6, p. 150a- 
152c7, and A yu wang tchouan, T 2043, k. 3-4, p. 112a-l 14a25. - Fo pan ni yuan king, T 5, k. 2, p. 175a-175c21 and Fan 
ni yuan king, T 6, k. 2, p. 190c-191a. - Three short extracts from Fen pie kong louen, T 1507; an extract from Ta pei king, 
T 380, k. 5, p. 971b 11; an extract from P'ou sa tch'ou t'ai king, T 384, k. 7, p. 1058a-b. 

2) Among the Vinayas: Cullavagga, XI, of the Pali Vinaya, II, p. 284-293, and Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 30, p. 190b-192a. - 
Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k, 54, p. 966a-968c, and P'i ni mou louen, T 1463, k. 4, p. 818. - Mo ho seng k'i liu, T 1425, k. 32, p. 
490b-493a. - Che song liu, T 1435, k. 60, p. 447a-450a. 

Przyluski has purposely set aside the narrative of the council in the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya. We will have to rely on 
the Chinese version of Ken pen chou... tsa che, T 1451, k. 39, p. 402c-407c, the Tibetan version of the Dulwa, XI, p. 651 
sq., the English translation by E. Obermiller of Bu ston, II, p. 73-91. We should not forget the information furnished by 
the commentaries of Vasumitra. Cf. P. Demieville, L'origine des sectes bouddhiques d'apres Paramdrtha , MCB, I, 1931- 
32, p. 25-30. 

A detailed bibliography of earlier works on the first Council will be found in Mahavamsa, tr. Geiger, p. LI-LIV. 
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We have destroyed old age, sickness and death with disgust. 

We have seen that the body is [like] a chest containing four great serpents. 193 

Now let us enter into the nirvana of cessation without residue. 

The great arhats everywhere, gave up their bodies at will in the mountains and forests, near rivers and 
springs, in the valleys and ravines, and entered into [67b] parinirvana. 194 other arhats took their departure 
into the sky ( dkdsa) like the king of the swans ( hamsardja ). They manifested all kinds of miraculous 
powers ( rddhibdla ) so that the multitude of men might obtain pure faith ( sraddhdvisuddhi ). Then, after 
their parinirvana, the devas, from those of the six realms of desire ( kdmaloka) up to those of the pure 
abodes ( suddha.va.sa ), seeing that the arhats had all entered into nirvana, had this thought: "The sun of 
Buddha has set. The disciples who cultivate all kinds of dhyana, samadhi, liberations (vimoksa) and 
wisdom, their light, too, is extinguished. Beings suffer all kinds of sickness: desire ( rdga ), hatred ( dvesa) 
and stupidity ( moha ). Now that these physicians of the Dharma (, dharmabhaisajyacarya ) hasten to enter 
into nirvana, who then will heal them? Like the lotus ( pundarfka ), the disciples, arisen in the immense 
ocean of wisdom, are now withered. The tree of the Dharma (, dharmavrksa ) has been cut down; the cloud 
of Dharma (, dharmamegha ) has dissipated. The king of elephants ( ajapati) of great wisdom has withdrawn, 
the offspring of the elephants ( gajapota ) follow after him. The merchants of the Dharma (dharmavanij) 
have gone, from whom can we request the jewel of the Dharma ( dharmaratna )? A stanza says: 

The Buddha has gone to rest forever: he has entered into Nirvana. 

The multitude of those who have destroyed the bonds has likewise departed. 

Thus the universe is empty and without knowledge. 

The shadows of ignorance thicken, the lamp of knowledge is extinguished. 

Then the devas prostrated at the feet of Mahakasyapa and uttered this stanza: 

Elder! You have given up desire (rdga), anger ( dghdta ) and pride (: mdna ). 

Your body is like a column of red gold ( raktasuvarnastambha ). 

From head to toe, you are majestic, marvelous, peerless, 

The clarity of your eye is pure like the lotus. 

Having praised him thus, they said to Mahakasyapa: "O venerable Kasyapa! Do you know, O Sakya, the 
ship of the Dharma (dharmandva) is broken. The citadel of the Dharma ( dharmanagara ) is crumbling. The 


These are the four elements. Cf. Mpps, k. 12, p. 145b, the "Sutra of the Comparison of the Four Venomous Snakes" 
and the various versions of the apologue entitled "The Man in the Well" (Chavannes, Contes, p. 83-84; III, p. 257; IV, p. 
158, 235-238). J. Ph. Vogel, The Man in the Well, RAA, XI, 1937, p. 109-115. 

194 -phe parinirvana of the arhats following the Buddha's death and the anxiety of the gods are also mentioned by the Kia 
ye kie king (Concile, p. 3-4), the Legend of Asoka ( Concile, p. 27) and the Ken pen chou... tsa che, T 1451, k. 39, p. 
402c: "Eighty thousand bhiksus died at the same time as Sariputra, seventy thousand at the same time as Maudgalyayana 
and eighteen thousand at the same time as the Buddha." 
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ocean of the Dharma ( dharmadhara ) is drying up. The standard of the Dharma ( darmapatdkd ) is being 
turned upside down. The lamp of the Dharma ( dharmapradfpa ) is about to be extinguished. Those who 
proclaim the Dharma are about to leave. Those who practice the Path are becoming more and more rare. 
The power of the wicked is ever growing. In your great loving-kindness ( mahdmaitri ), it is necessary to 
found solidly ( avasthdpayati ) the Buddhadharma. "195 

Then the Great Kasyapa, whose mind is like a clear tranquil ocean, replied: "You have spoken truly. It is 
truly as you have said. Before long, the universe will be without knowledge (jhana) and plunged into 
shadows." Then Kasyapa the Great, by his silence, accepted their invitation. The devas prostrated at the 
feet of Kasyapa the Great; at once they disappeared and returned home. 

Then after some time, Kasyapa the Great thought: "What shall I do so that this great doctrine, acquired 
with difficulty by the Buddha during three incalculable periods ( asamkhyeya kalpa ), will remain for a long 
time?" Having pondered thus, [he said]: " I know how to ensure a long life for this doctrine: it is necessary 
to compile the Sieou ton Ion (Sutras), the A p'i t'an (Abhidharma) and the P'i ni (Vinaya) and make the 
three baskets of the Dharma ( dharmapitaka ). In this way, the Buddhadharma will last for a long time and 
the people of the ages to come will receive it and practice it. Why is that? From age to age, with painful 
effort and out of compassion ( anukampd ), the Buddha exerted himself to acquire this doctrine and has 
proclaimed it to men. We must likewise comply respectfully with the Buddhadharma, spread it and develop 
it." 

Then, having pronounced these words, Kasyapa the Great went to the top of [67c] Mount Sumeru. He 
struck the bronze gandf 196 and recited this stanza: 

Disciples of the Buddha! 

Keep well the memory of the Buddha. 

We must recognize the benefits of the Buddha. 

Do not enter into nirvana. 

The sound of the gandf and the sound of the words of Kasyapa the Great spread throughout the entire 
trichiliomegachiliocosm ( trisdhasramahdsahdsralokadhdtu) and all heard him. The disciples endowed with 
miraculous powers (. rddhibdla ) assembled around Kasyapa the Great who said: "The Buddhadharma is 
about to be extinguished. The Buddha, who for three incalculable periods ( asamkhyaya kalpa), by difficult 
effort and out of compassion ( anukampd ) for beings, has acquired this Dharma, has entered into 
parinirvana. Those of his disciples who know the Dharma (dharmajna), retain the Dharma ( dharmadhara ) 


195 j n q le Kia y e ki e king {Concile, p. 4) and also in the Legend of Asoka ( Concile , p. 28), the devas and especially 
Sakra and the four devarajas, invite Kasyapa to gather up the doctrine. 

196 j n the legend of Asoka ( Concile , p. 28) also, Kasyapa called the assembly together by striking a gandf which 
resonated throughout Jambudvlpa and the trichiliocosm. - Other sources, Kia ye king, Tchouan tsi san tsang ( Concile , p. 
5, 95) simply say that Kasyapa called together the s amgha. - In the P'ou sa tch'ou t'ai king ( Concile , p. 126) Kasyapa sent 
his five hundred arhats to all the universes of the ten directions to announce the council. They brought back with them, in 
Sahaloka, 804,000 individuals. 
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and recite the Dharma ( dharmabhdnaka ), have all entered nirvana along with the Buddha. Now that the 
Dharma is about to be lost, it is necessary to have the greatest compassion ( karund ) for beings to come. 
Having lost the eye of wisdom ( prajndcaksus ), they will be stupid and blind. In his great kindness and 
great compassion ( mahdmaitrikarund ), the Buddha has had pity for beings. We should respectfully comply 
with the Buddha's doctrine. Let us wait until we have compiled the baskets (pitaka ) of the sacred words 
and then we will enter into nirvana as we please." 197 

All who had come to the assembly accepted this command and remained. Then Kasyapa the Great chose a 
thousand individuals. 198 with the exception of Ananda, all were arhats, having acquired the six 
superknowledges ( abhijnd ), liberation (vimoksa) complete and without any doubt. All had acquired the 
three knowledges ( vidya ), mastery of samadhi (samddhivasitd). They could practice the samddhis in a 
forward or reverse direction ( pratilomanulomatah ). All were without obstacles ( avyddhdta ). They recited 
the three baskets ( tripitaka) and understood the inner ( ddhydtmika ) and outer (bcihyci)^ 99 sacred scriptures. 
They recited and knew fully the eighteen kinds of great sutras of the heretical sects ( tirthika )^00 and all of 
them were able to conquer the heterodox (pdsanda) in debate. 

Question - Since there were incalculable numbers of such arhats, why were only a thousand chosen and no 
more? 

Answer - When king P'in p’o so lo (Bimbasara) found the Path, eighty-four thousand dignitaries also found 
the Path. Then the king decreed this commnd in the palace: "Let there always be enough rice to offer to a 
thousand people."201 King A cho-che (Ajatasatm) did not break this rule. Thus Kasyapa the Great said to 
himself: "If we continue to beg our food endlessly, the heretics ( tirthika ) will object to us violently and will 
suppress our rules (vidhi). Presently in the city of Wang cho (Rajagrha), rice is constantly supplied to a 
thousand men.702 That is where we should dwell in order to recite the baskets of the texts." It was for that 
reason that one thousand men were chosen and no more. [68a] Then Kasyapa the Great, accompanied by a 
thousand men, went to the city of Rajagrha on the mountain K'i cho kiue (Grdhrakutaparvata).^? He said 


197 Also in the legend of Asoka ( Concile , p. 32) Kasyapa forbids the arhats to enter nirvana before they have compiled 
the scriptures. 

198 The fj rst (p ounc ii brought together five hundred participants according to most sources, one thousand according to the 
Mahasamghika Vinaya ( Concile , p. 204) and Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, tr. Beal, II, p. 161; Watters, Travels, II, p. 160. The 
Mpps is aware of these numbers; here it speaks of one thousand members, but later (p. 69c) of five hundred. Therefore its 
account is not homogeneous, as Przyluski has noted. 

199 According to Przyluski, this concerns the canonical and extracanonical scriptures, or else the Buddhist and non- 
Buddhist scriptures. 

200 p or q lese eighteen great sutras, see Bukkyo daijiten, p. 941b. 

791 This command was given by Bimbasara after his second meeting with the Buddha. 

Some sources describe the welcome given by Ajatasatru to the Council members. Cf. Legend of Asoka ( Concile , p. 
38) and Ken pen chou... tsa che, T 1451, k. 39, p. 404a-b. 

703 The c ounc ii was held at Rahagrha, but the sources do not agree on the exact place: the rock-cave Pippalayana (Ken 
pen chou... tsa che, T 1451k. 39, p. 404b; Legend of Asoka in Concile, p. 38); Saptaparna cave on the side of mount 
Vaihara, Vebhara in Pali (Mahavastu, I, p. 70; Mahavamsa, III, v. 19); the cave of mount Teh'a a ti or Tch'o ti 
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to king Ajatasatru: "Give us food. Let someone bring us our food each day. We are about to compile the 
baskets of the texts here and we will be unable to occupy ourselves with anything else." 

In this place, at the time of the summer retreat ( varsd ), the fifteenth day of the third month, at the time of 
the recitation of the precepts ( sfla ), having gathered together the samgha, Kasyapa the Great entered into 
samadhi. With his divine eye ( divyacaksus ), he contemplated to see if, in the present assembly, there was 
someone who had not yet completely subdued the afflictions ( klesa ) whom it was necessary to expel. 
Ananda was the only person who had not completely subdued them. The other 999 had already destroyed 
the impurities ( ksmdsrava ); they were pure (visuddha) and stainless ( vimala ). Kasyapa the Great, coming 
out of samadhi , led Ananda by the hand out of the assembly and said to him: "Here in this pure assembly, 
they are going to recite the baskets of the texts. Your bonds ( bandhana ) are not yet suppressed, you must 
not stay here." 

Then Ananda wept with shame and thought: "For twenty-five years I accompanied the Bhagavat; I served 
him; I was at his disposal.-04 j have never yet suffered such great sorrow. The Buddha was truly 
venerable, compassionate and patient." Having had this thought, he said to Kasyapa the Great: "In the long 
run, I would have had the strength to find the Path, but in the Buddhadharma, arhats must not serve 
anyone, must not be at the disposal of anyone, must not carry out anyone's orders. It is for that reason that I 
have kept a trace of bonds ( bandhana ) and have not completely broken them." 

Kasyapa the Great said: "However, you have committed faults ( dpatti ).™5 The Buddha was unwilling that 
women should leave home. You insistently begged the Buddha to allow them to practice the Path. For this 
reason, the proper law of the Buddha will be exhausted at the end of five hundred years and will diminish. 
In this you have committed a duskrta fault."206 Ananda said: "I was sorry for Kiu t'an mi (Gautami). 


(Mahasamghika Vinaya,T 1425, k. 32, p. 490c; Legge, Fa-hien, p. 85); a cave situated on the north side of mount Daksina 
(Hiuan-tsang in Watters, Travels, II. p. 160); the cave of Nyagrodha (Dulwa in Rockhill, Life, p. 151). 

204 when i le was fifty years old, after twenty years of ministry, the Buddha attached Ananda to himself as an 
upasthayaka. Before accepting this duty, Ananda had set conditions: never to share the food or clothing of the Buddha, 
not to accompany him on his visits among lay people, always to have access to him. See Che tcho king 
(Upasthayakasutra) in Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 33), k. 8, p. 471c-475a, the Miilasarvastivadin Vinaya (Rockhill, Life, p. 
88), and other later works, such as Wen kiu, comm, on Saddharmapundarika, T 1718, k. 2, p. 18b. - The 
upasthayakasutra does not have its correspondent in the Pali canon, but reappears in Buddhaghosa's commentaries in a 
more elaborate fonn, where the conditions set by Ananda increase to eight: Manoratha, I, p. 294-296; Comm, on the 
Theragatha in Rh. D., Brethren, p. 350-352; Hardy, Manual, p. 234-235. 

f n a n ti le accounts of the council, Kasyapa reproached Ananda with a number of faults: two in the case of the Fen pie 
kong to louen ( Concile, p. 120-122); four in the Tchouan tsi san tsang (ibid, p. 97-98); five in the Pali Vinaya (ibid, p. 
156-159); six in the Mahlsasaka Vinaya (ibid, p. 148-153), the Sarvastivadin Vinaya (ibid, p.232-234) and the legend of 
Asoka (ibid, p. 47-51); seven in the Dharmagupta Vinaya (ibid, p. 182-186), the Mahasamghika Vinaya (ibid, p. 214- 
215), the Miilasarvastivadin Vinaya and the Parinirvanasutra (ibid, p. 83); nine in the Kia kie king (ibid, p. 13-15). - The 
Mpps counts six faults but enumerates only five. 

206 -phe institution of the order of nuns at Ananda's request is related in the Vinaya, II, p. 253 (tr. Rh. D.- Oldenberg, III, 
p. 320); Aiiguttara, IV, p. 274; Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 116), k. 28, p. 605a: K'iu t'an mi ki kouo king, T 60; Ta feng pien 
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Moreover, in the doctrine of the Buddhas of the three times ( tryadhvan ), there are always four categories 
[of disciples]. Why would our Buddha Sakyamuni be the only one not to have them?" 

Kasyapa the Great again said: "When the Buddha was about to enter into nirvana, he came to the city of 
Kiu yi na kie (Kusinagara). He was suffering from a backache. Four upper robes ( uttarasanga ) were laid 
down one on top of another; he lay down and said to you: ‘I need some water.’ You did not give him any. 
In that you committed a duskrta fault.”207 Ananda replied: "At that time, five hundred chariots were 
crossing the stream, making the water turbid and impure. This is why I did not take any." Kashyapa the 
Great again said: "Exactly, if the water was impure, the Buddha had miraculous power (. riddhibala ) strong 
enough to purify an ocean of impure water. Go and confess your duskrita fault." 

Again Kasyapa the Great said: "The Buddha summoned you: a man learned in the practice of the four 
bases of miraculous power ( rddhibala ) could remain in this world for a kalpa or a fraction of a kalpa. You 
remained silent without answering. He questioned you three times and you remained silent. If you had 
answered him, the Buddha, learned in the practice of the four bases of miraculous power, would [68b] 
have remained in this world for a kalpa or a fraction of a kalpa. Because of you, the Buddha has 
prematurely entered into nirvana. In that, you have committed a duskrta fault.Ananda said: "Mara 


fo pao ngen king, T 156, k. 5, p. 152; Ta ngai tao pi k'ieou ni king, T 1425, k. 30, p. 471a; Sseu feu liu, T 1428, k. 48, p. 
922c; Che song liu, T 1435, k. 15; Ken pen chou... tsa che, T 1451, k. 29-30, p. 350b. - This instituting is also narrated in 
Sanskrit in the fragments of the Bhiksunlkarmavacana published by C. M. Ridding and L. de La Vallee Poussin in BSOS, 
I, 1920, p. 124-125. 

207 xhis episode is told in very different ways in the texts: 

1) Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 2), k. 3, p. 19c: Being thirsty, the Buddha asked Ananda three times in succession to go and fill 
his bowl at a river. Ananda replied that the water had just been disturbed by the passing of five hundred chariots and 
suggested that he go to get water from the Kakutstha river. Then an asura, converted to Buddhism, filled a bowl "with 
water purified eight times" and offered it to the Buddha who accepted it out of compassion for him. - It is this refusal of 
the water which is blamed on Ananda in all the narratives of the first Council with the exception of the Pali Cullavagga. 

2) Fo pan ni yuan king, T 5, k. 2, p. 168a; Pan ni yuan king, T 6, k. 2, p. 183c; Ken pen chou... tsa che, T 1451, k. 37, p. 
391a: At the request of the Buddha, Ananda went directly to draw water from the river Kakutstha, but noticing that the 
water had become disturbed by the passage of 500 chariots, he asked the Buddha to use it only for his ablutions and he 
went to quench his thirst in the Hiranyavatl river which flowed nearby. The Buddha followed this advice. 

3) DIgha, II, p. 128-129: Ta pan nie p'an king, T 7, k. 2, p. 197b. The Buddha asked Ananda to go to find some drinkable 
water in the nearby brook three times. Ananda twice objected that the water was disturbed and proposed going to find 
some in the Kakutstha river. At the third request, he obeyed and noticed to his great astonishment that the water of the 
stream had become clear. 

In accord with this tradition - probably revised - of the Pali DIgha, the Cullavagga, in its story of the first Council, does 
not blame Ananda with having refused water to the Buddha. 

It would be interesting to compare these different traditions with the Sanskrit text of the Mahaparinirvanasutra recovered 
in central Asia. Unfortunately, so far we have only short extracts published by E. Waldschmidt, Beitrage zur 
Textgeschichte des Mahaparinirvanasutra , NGGW, Fachgr. Ill, Band II, Nr. 3, 1939, p. 55-94. 

208 ■phis reproach is not the same in all the narratives: 
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clouded my mind. That is why I did not speak. It was not out of maliciousness that I did not answer the 
Buddha." 

Again Kasyapa the Great said: "You have stepped on the samghati of the Buddha. In that you have 
committed a duskrta fault." Ananda said: "At that time, a great wind arose and there was no-one to help 
me. While I was holding the robe, the wind blew and it fell beneath my foot. It is not out of disrespect that 
I stepped on the Buddha's robe." 

Again Kasyapa the Great said: "You showed the women the mark of cryptorchidy ( kosagatavastiguhya ) of 
the Buddha after he entered into parinirvana. Is that not shameful? In that you have committed a duskrta 
fault." Ananda said: "At that time I thought: if the women see the Buddha's mark of cryptorchidy, they will 
feel ashamed of their own female body and want to obtain a male body so as to plant the roots of merit 
with the view of realizing Buddhahood. This is why I showed the women [his organs]. It is not out of 
impudence that I have broken the precepts ( sila )." 

Kasyapa the Great said: "You have committed six kinds of duskrta faults. You must confess (pratidesana) 
these faults completely in the samgha." Ananda said that he agreed and that he would follow the 
instructions of the dyusmat Mahakasyapa and the samgha. Then Ananda fell to his knees, joined his palms 
together, uncovered his right shoulder (ekdmsam uttardsangam kuritvd), took off his leather sandals and 
confessed his six kinds of duskrta faults. Kasyapa the Great took Ananda by the hand out of the samgha 
and said to him: "Completely destroy your impurities ( dsrava ) and then you can re-enter. Do not return 
until your last bonds ( bandhana ) are broken." Having spoken thus, he himself shut the door.“09 

Then the arhats deliberated in these terms: "Who can recite the Vinaya- and the Dharmapitaka? The 
ayusmat A ni lou teou (Aniruddha) said: "Under Cho li fou (Sariputra), the second Buddha, there was an 
excellent disciple called Kiao fan po t'i (Gavampati) [in the Tsin language, ' Ox breath’^ 10. Gentle and 


1) The legend of Asoka ( Concile , p. 50), the Sarvastivadin Vinaya (p. 233) and the Mpps blame Ananda with having 
shown the private parts of the Buddha to women. [For this cryptorchidy, see below, k. 4, p. 90b]. Ananda excuses himself 
by saying that he wanted them to desire a male existence. 

2) The Mahlsasaka Vinaya (p. 135), the Dhannagupta Vinaya (p. 186) and the Pali Vinaya (p. 137) blame Ananda for 
having allowed the women to be the first to venerate the body of the Buddha, which they soiled with their tears. To justify 
himself, Ananda offered the late hour as an excuse. 

3) In the Kia ye kie king ( Concile , p. 15) and the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya (Rockhill, Life, p. 154). these two versions of 
the same reproach are combined. He is blamed for having shown the private parts of the Buddha and for having allowed 
the women to be the first to venerate his body. 

209 p rZ yi us kj sees j n this judgment on Ananda "an ancient procedure destined to purify the community by expelling a 
scapegoat" ( Concile , p. 268). 

“I® The episode of Gavampati is also narrated by the Kia ye kie king ( Concile , p. 6-11), the legend of Asoka (p. 29-32), 
the Tchouan tsi san tsang (p. 96-97), the Fen pie kong to louen (p. 115-116) and the Miilasarvastivadin Vinaya (Rockhill, 
Life, p. 149-150). At the request of Kasyapa, Aniruddha contemplates the world to see if all the arhats have come to the 
assembly. He discovers Gavampati in the palace of the Sirisas. A young bhiksu called Puma or Suprabuddha is entrusted 
with inviting him. Learning of the Buddha's death, Gavampati at once entered into nirvana. He cremated himself and four 
springs, gushing forth from space, watered his ashes and uttered a gatha. 
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kind, he dwells constantly in closed retreat. He abides in the calmness of the mind ( cittasamatha ). He 
knows the Vinaya- and Dharmapitaka. Now he abides in the heavens of the Che li cha chon yuan 
(Sirisavana)9 11 Let a messenger be sent to ask him to come." 

Kasyapa the Great said to a recently ordained bhiksu-' "Are you under the orders of the samgha?" The 
recently ordained bhiksu answered: "What does the samgha command?" Kasyapa the Great said: "The 
samgha requests you to go to the heavens of the Sirlsavana, to the dwelling of the arhat Gavampati." 
Carried away with joy, the bhiksu received the orders of the samgha. He said to Kasyapa the Great: "When 
I have reached the arhat Gavampati, what shall I say to him?" Kasyapa the Great said: "When you arrive 
there, you will say to Gavampati: Kasyapa the Great and the other arhats who have destroyed the 
impurities (, ksmdsrava ) have all assembled in Yen feou t'i (Jambudvlpa). There is great business for the 
samgha related to the doctrine. Come quickly." 

[68c] The recently ordained bhiksu prostrated himself before the samgha ( samgham sirasabhivandya ), and 
circumambulated it three times to the right ( trihpradaksinikrtya ). Like the bird with golden wings 
( garuda ), he took his leave into space. He came to Gavampati, prostrated and said to him: "O venerable 
one, gentle and kind, you have few desires ( alpeccha), you know how to be content with little 
(i alpamatrena samtustah ), you are ever in contemplation ( satatsamdhita ). Kasyapa the Great addresses 
himself to you in these words: 'Now there is great business for the samgha related to the doctrine. Hasten to 
come down to see the assembly [like] gathered jewels.' "Then Gavampati had some doubts; he said to this 
bhiksu: "Does not the samgha have some quarrelsome subject ( vivddavastu ), that it calls upon me? Are 
there not some schisms in the samgha ( samghabheda )? Has the Buddha, this sun, been extinguished?" The 
bhiksu said: "It is truly as you have said. The great master ( mahacarya ), the Buddha, has gone into 
nirvana." Gavampati said: "How quickly has the Buddha entered into nirvana! The eye of the world 
( lokacaksus ) is extinguished! My upddhydya Cho li fou (Sariputra), the chief [of the doctrine], who could 
turn the wheel of the Dharma like the Buddha, where is he now?" He replied: "He has already entered into 
nirvana." Gavampati said: "The great teachers are far away. What resources are left for us? Mo ho mou k'ie 
lien (Mahamaudgalyayana), where is he now?" The bhiksu said: "He also has entered into nirvana." 
Gavampati said: "The Buddhadharma is going to dissolve. The great men are gone. Beings will mourn." He 
asked: What is the dyusmat Ananda doing now?" The bhiksu answered: "Since the Buddha's nirvana, the 
dyusmat Ananda weeps with sorrow and despair." Gavampati said: "Ananda's remorse comes from the fact 
that he is still in the bondage of passion ( anunayabandhana ) and [for him] the separation gives rise to 
suffering. What has become of Lo heou lo (Rahula)?" He replied: "Having obtained arhathood, Rahula has 
neither grief nor sorrow. He contemplates only the nature of impermanence (anityalaksana) of the 
dharmas," Gavampati said: "It is difficult to break the afflictions and having broken them, to be without 
sadness." Gavampati said: "I have lost the great Teacher free of desires ( vftardga ). What is the use of 


For this individual, see Vinaya, I, p. 19; DIgha, II, p. 356; Theragatha, v. 38; Sumangala, III, p. 8 14. Przyluski ( Concile , 
p. 255) identifies him as a god of dryness and of wind. 

211 This is the sensakavimana of the Pali sources, a palace in the world of the Caturmaharajikas. Cf. DIgha, II, p. 356. 
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Puma or Suprabuddha according to other sources. 
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remaining in Sinsavana? My upadhyaya and the great teachers all have entered nirvana. I can no longer go 
down to Jambudvipa. May I remain here in order to enter into parinirvana," 

[69a] Having spoken these words, he entered samadhi and leapt into space. His body emitted light rays 
(rasmi) and water and tire.-' With his hands he touched the sun and moon and manifested all kinds of 
miracles ( pratiharya ). From his mind there emanated flames that consumed his body. From within his body 
came water which flowed in four streams as far as Kasyapa the Great. From the water there came a voice 
that pronounced this stanza: 

Gavampati salutes by bowing his head 

To the samgha of venerable ones, the excellent supreme samgha. 

Having learned of the Buddha's nirvana, [he said]: "I am leaving in my turn." 

Thus, when the great elephant departs, the little one follows him 

Then the recently ordained bhiksu, carrying the robe and bowl, returned to the samgha. 

At that moment, Ananda reflected [on the nature] of dharmas and sought to exhaust his last impurities 
(i dsrava ). During the night, he sat in dhydna, walked to and fro, and sought the Path ( mdrga ) anxiously and 
zealously. Ananda's wisdom ( prajna ) was great, but his power of samadhi was weak. That is why he did 
not obtain the Path immediately. If his power of concentration had been equal to his wisdom, he would 
have quickly obtained [the Path]. Finally, when the night was almost over and he was very tired, he lay 
down. Now, on lying down to reach his pillow ( bimbohana ), just as his head touched it, suddenly he 
attained enlightenment.-^ As a bolt of lightning drives away the shadows, he saw the Path. Then Ananda 
entered the diamond-like ( vajra ) samadhi and crushed the mountain of all the afflictions ( klesa ). He 
obtained the three knowledges (vidya ), the six superknowledges ( abhijhd ), complete liberation ( vimoksa) 
and became an arhat of great power. 

Then, during the night, he went to the door of the hall where the samgha was gathered, knocked at the door 
and called. Kasyapa the Great asked: "Who is knocking at the door?" He answered: "It is I, Ananda!" 
Kasyapa the Great said: "Why have you come?" Ananda replied: "Tonight 1 have destroyed the impurities 
(,dsravaksaya )." Kasyapa the Great said: "The door is not open to you. Enter through the key-hole." 
Ananda answered: "So be it!" Then, thanks to his miraculous power (. rddhibala ), he entered by way of the 
keyhole.215 He prostrated at the feet of the monks and confessed [his faults], saying: "O Great Kasyapa! 
Do not recriminate!" Kasyapa the great touched his hand to Ananda's head and said: "I did it intentionally 
for your own good so that you would find the Path. Do not hold a grudge against me. In this manner, I 


213 These are twin miracles (yamakapratiharya ) which the Buddha accomplished on many occasions (Nidanakatha, p. 
77, 88, 193; Mahavastu, III, p. 115; Divyavadana, p. 161, 378) and which the saints often produced at the time of entering 
nirvana (see below, k. 3, p. 79a, Mahakasyapa's nirvana) 

214 Qf vinaya, II, p. 286: apattah ca sfsam bimbohanam bhumito ca padd mutta. This strange detail is noted by almost 
all the sources: Legend of Asoka ( Concile , p. 36); Mahlsasaka Vinaya (p. 140), Dharmagupta Vinaya (p. 175), 
Mahasamghika Vinaya (p. 208) and Mulasarvasyivadin Vinaya (Rockhill, Life, p. 156). 

213 In the Mahasamghika Vinaya ( Concile , p. 209), Ananda found the door shut, but did not enter through the keyhole. 
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have brought you to realize yourself. Thus, when one, with one's hand, paints space, space is not filled. In 
the same way, the mind of an arhat who is at the center of all dharmas is not affected. Take you former 
place." 

At this time, the samgha deliberated in these terms: "Gavampati has entered nirvana. Is there anybody else 
who is able to compile the basket of the Dharma ( dharmapitaka) ? The dyusmat Aniruddha said: "There is 
the dyusnmat Ananda. Among the Buddha's disciples, he has always served the Buddha and lived close to 
him. He has heard the texts, has been able to remember them, and the Buddha has constantly praised him 
and approved of him. This Ananda could compile the texts." Then the dyusmat Mahakasyapa touched 
Ananda's head and said to him: "The Buddha entrusted you to keep ( dhdrayati ) the basket of the Dharma. 
You should be grateful for the blessings of the Buddha. In what place did the Buddha first explain the 
Dharma? The great disciples of the Buddha who were able to [69b] to keep the basket of the Dharma have 
all entered nirvana. There is only you. Now, in accord with the Buddha's mind and out of compassion for 
beings, you must compile the basket of the Buddhadharma." Then, prostrating before the samgha, Ananda 
sat down on the lion-seat (simhdsana). Then Kasyapa the Great recited these stanzas: 

The Buddha is the holy king of the lions. 

Ananda is the son of the Buddha. 

Seated on the lion's seat 

He contemplates the assembly lacking the Buddha. 

Just as the assembly of the venerable ones 
Lacking the Buddha, has lost its power ( prabhdva ), 

So in the moonless night 

The constellations are without charm. 

O great sage, speak! 

Son of the Buddha, you must explain 

In what place the Buddha spoke for the first time. 

You must reveal it now. 


Then the ayusmat Ananda, with one-pointed mind ( ekacitta ), joined his palms, turned towards the place of 
the Buddha's nirvana and spoke thus: 

When the Buddha preached the Dharma for the first time, 

I did not see it. 

Thus have 1 heard by tradition ( paramparayd ): 

The Buddha was living at Varanasi. 
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For the five bhiksus, the Buddha 

Opened the gate of the immortal for the first time. 

Fie preached the sermon of the four truths: 

The truths of suffering, its origin its cessation and the path. 

Ajnata, Kaundinya, 

Were the first to attain the vision of the Path. 

A multitude of eighty thousand devas 

All penetrated into the course of the Path likewise. 

Flaving heard these words, the thousand arhats rose up into space to the height of seven to lo (tala) trees. 
They all said: "Alas! The power of impermanence ( anityatdbala ) is great! In the same way as we saw with 
our own eyes the Buddha preaching the Dharma, here now he is speaking and we are listening!" Then they 
uttered these stanzas: 

We have seen the marks of the Buddha's body, 

Like a mountain of fine gold. 

These marvelous marks have lost their virtue, 

There remains just a name. 

That is why it is necessary, by every possible means, 

To endeavor to leave the three worlds 
By accumulating zealously the roots of good. 

Nirvana is the supreme happiness. 

Then the dyusmat Animddha uttered this stanza: 

Alas! The universe is impermanent 

Like the moon (reflected in the water) and like the banana tree. 

The one whose merits fill the three worlds 
Has been destroyed by the wind of impermanence 

Then Kasyapa the Great also uttered these stanzas: 

The power of impermanence is very great. 
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Stupid people and wise people, poor and rich, 
[69c] Whether they have or have not found the path. 


No-one can escape it. 

Neither skillful words nor marvelous jewels 

Nor lies nor strenuous protestations [allow one to escape from it]. 

Like a fire that consumes everything 
Such is the law of impermanence. 

Kasyapa the Great said to Ananda:^^ "From the Tchouan fa louen king (Dharmacakrapravartanasutra) up 
to the Ta pan nie p'an (Mahaparinirvanasutra), the collection forms the four A han (Agama): 1. Tseng yi a 
han (Ekottaragama), 2. Tchong a han (Madhyamagama), 3. Tch'ang a han (Dlfghagama), 4. Siangying a 
han (Samyuktagama). This is what is called the Basket of the Dharma of the Sutras ( sutrapitaka)?■ * 7 


“I® The end of this chapter tells about the compilation of the Buddhist scriptures. The fonnation of the canon or canons 
has already been the object of many studies, the list of which is in Winternitz, Literature, II, p. 1, n. 1, and in Lav., 
Dogme et philosophic, p. 198. It is important to take the Pali canon down from its pedestal where Rhys Davids and 
Oldenberg have placed it. On this subject, see S. Levi, Observations sur une langue precanonique du Bouddhisme, JA, 
Nov.-Dec. 1912, p. 511; Przyluski, Concile, p. 333-365; F. Weller, Die Ueberlieferung des allteren buddhistischen 
Schrifttums , AM, V, 1928-39, p. 149-182; A.B. Keith, The Home of Pali, BS, XXXI, p. 747. 

On the literary activity displayed in the course of the Council, the sources are not in absolute agreement; the differences 
they manifest allow them to be classified perhaps chronologically: 

a. The scriptures are divided into two sections: Dharma and Vinaya. - Upali recites the Vinaya and Ananda the sutras 
(Pali Vinaya and Mahlsaka Vinaya, in Przyluski, Concile, p. 143-147. - The Fathers receive the Agamas from Ananda 
and write the rules and precepts (ibid p. 211-216). 

b. To the first two pitakas is added a Matrka or catechesis. - Ananda recites the Sutrapitaka, Upali the Vinayapitaka, 
Kasyapa the Matrka (Legend of Asoka, ibid p. 39-45). 

c. The scripture is divided into three pitakas, but their order or their reciters is uncertain.. - Upali recites the Vinaya, 
Ananda the sutras and the Abhidharma (Sarvastivadin Vinaya, p. 227-231; Dhannagupta Vinaya, p. 187-195; Mpps). 

217 According to some authors (S. Levi, Les seize Arhat, JA, 1916, p. 31-32; J. Przyluski, Concile, p. 352 sq), the order 
in which the Agamas are cited was of importance. Here are some lists where the Agamas are indicated by their initials (D 
= Digha; M = Madhyama; S = Samyukta; E = Ekottara; K = Ksudraka): 

M-D-E-S, in Mahaparinirvanasutra, T 6, k. 2, p. 191a. 

S-D-M-E, in Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya,T 1451, k. 39, p. 407b-c. 

E-M-D-S, in Mpps and Tchouan tsi san tsang, T 2026, p. 3b. [It should be noted that the Mpps, which counts only four 
Agamas, is however aware of the Ksudraka to which it will refer below, k. 5, p. 99b]. 

S-M-D-E, in Asanga's Yogacaryabhumi,T 1579, k. 85, p. 772c. 

D-M-S-E-K, in Pali canon (cf, Atthasalini,p. 25-26; tr. Tin, Expositor, I, p. 31-32; Mahlsasaka Vinaya, T1421, k. 30, p. 
191a; Mahasamghika Vinaya, T 1425, k. 32, p. 491c. 

D-M-E-S-K, in Dharmagupta Vinaya, T 1428, k. 54, p. 968b; the P'i ni mou loum of the Haimavata school, T 1463, k. 4, 
p. 818a; the relation of Nandamitra, in S. Levi, Les seize arhat, p. 20. 
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The great arhats asked further: "Who can clearly bring together the basket of the Vinaya ( vinayapitaka )?" 
They all said: "The dyusmat Yeou p'o li (Upali). Of the five hundred arhats, he is foremost of those who 
maintain the discipline ( vinayadhara ). Let us invite him now." Then they invited him with these words: 
"Get up and sit on the lion-seat ( simhdsana ) and tell us in what place the Buddha first enunciated the 
Vinaya and collected the precepts (if/a)." Upali received the orders of the samgha. Seated on the lion-seat, 
he said: "Thus have I heard: once the Buddha was at P'i cho li (Vaisall). At that time, Siu t'i na (Sudinna) 
son of the householder Kia lan t'o (Kalanda) conceived a lustful desire for the first time. "“18 

(1-3) The Explanations relative to the 250 Precepts (pancasaddvisatasflasamprayuktakdrtha) in three 
sections (varga), (4) the Seven Precepts ( saptadhanna ), (5) the Eight Precepts ( astadarma ), (6) the Pi 
k'ieon nipi ni (bhiksumvinaya), (7) the Tsengyi (Ekottara ), (8) the Yeou p'o li wen (Updliparupricchd), (9) 
the Tsa pou (Ksudrakavarga ), these 80 sections (varga) form the Basket of the Discipline 
(vinayapitaka)?' 1 ^ 

Again the arhats had this thought: "Who can clearly bring together the basket of the A p'i t'an 
(Abhidharmapitaka )?" They thought: "Among the five hundred arhats, the dyusmat Ananda is the foremost 
of those who explain the sutras. Let us invite him." Then they invited him with these words: "Get up and 


E-M-D-S-K, in Fen pie kong to king (Przyluski, Concile, p. 119). 

See Sudinna's wrong-doing in Vinaya, III, p. 10-21 (tr. Homer, I, p. 21-38); Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 1, p. 2b; Sseu fen 
liu, T 1428, k. 1, p. 569c; Che song liu, T 1433, k. 1, p. la. 

“19 We have already commented several times that the Mpps, when it cites 'the Vinaya in a vague way’, almost always 
refers to the Sarvastivadin Vinaya, the Chinese translation of which, entitled Che song liu, was started in 404 by 
Punyatara, continued by Kumarajlva (translator of the Mpps) and completed by Vimalaksa (cf. Bagchi, I, p. 177). The 
Mpps and the Che song liu both having been translated by Kumarajlva, it is not surprising that the Mpps, in analyzing the 
Vinayapitaka here, purely and simply reproduces the table of contents of the Che song liu. Nevertheless, instead of 
calling the chapters of this Vinaya song (parivarta), he calls them pou (varga). To verify the exactness of the information 
given here by the Mpps, it is sufficient to compare them with the main divisions of the Che song liu (T 1435, vol. 23): 
Song l-3:Untitled but dedicated to the explanation of the 250 precepts p. 1 

Song 4: Ts'ifa (saptadharma) p. 148 
Song 5: Pa fa (astadharma) p. 206 

Song 6: Tsa song (kshudrakaparivarta) p. 257 

Song 7: Ni liu (bhikshumvinaya) p. 302 
Song 8: Tseng po li wen fa (Updliparipriccha) p. 346 
Song 10: Chan song (kusalaparivarta) p. 379 

The pou of the Mpps corrspond to these ten son. which ends by saying: "These 80 pou fonn the Basket of the Vinaya." 
The number 80 is obviously an error and should be replaced by 10. 

But this error is easily explained, for we know that if, in another passage of the Mpps (k. 100, p. 756c), the Vinaya of the 

land of Kasmir (ki pin), which rejected the Jatakas and the Avadanas, consists of only 10 chapters (pou = varga), there is 

a Vibhasa in 80 chapters, which comments on it; on the other hand, the Vinaya of the land of Mathura, with its Avadana 
and its Jatakas, consists of 80 chapters. Cf. Przyluski, Asoka, p. 214-215; Fables in the Vinaya-Pitaka of the Sarvastivadin 
School, II IQ, vol. V, p. 1-5. 

In other sources, the Vinayapitaka is analyzed in quite a different way. See references in Przyluski, Concile, p. 409. 
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go to sit on the lion-seat ( simhasana ). In what place did the Buddha first preach the Abhidharma?" Ananda 
received the orders of the samgha. Seated on the lion-seat, he said: "Thus have I heard: once the Buddha 
was dwelling in the city of Cho p'o li (SravastT). At that time, the Buddha said to the bhiksus: 'Those in 
whom the five fears ( bhaya ), the five sins ( apatti) and the five hatreds ( vaira ) have not been suppressed 
and extinguished experience innumerable evils in this life in their bodies and their minds for this reason 
and, in subsequent lives, they fall into the bad destinies ( durgati ). Those who do not have the five fears, the 
five sins and the five hatreds, for this reason are, in this life, happy in every way in body and mind and, in 
subsequent existences, they are reborn in the heavens ( svarga ) or in a pleasant abode ( sukhavihdra ). What 
are the five fears that must be discarded? 1. Murder ( pranatipata ), 2. theft ( adattdddna ), 3. illicit sexual 
relationships ( kdmamithyacdra ), 4. falsehood ( mrsdvdda ), 5. alcoholic drinks ( madhyapdna).0 All of 
this is called the Basket of the Abhidharma ( abhidhannapitaka ). 

[70a] When the three baskets of the doctrine were brought together, the devas, asuras, nagas and devis 
made offerings of all kinds. They rained down celestial flowers (puspa), perfumes ( gandha ), banners 
{pataka), parasols ( chattra ) and heavenly garments (vastra), to pay homage to the doctrine. Then they 
recited this stanza: 

Out of compassion for the universe 

The three baskets of the Dharma hve been collected. 

The omniscient one who has the ten strengths {dasabala), 

The wisdom of his words is the lamp that destroys ignorance. 

Question. - What is the origin of the Pa kien tou a p'i t'an (Astagranthabhidharma}, the Lieou fen a p'i t'an 
(Satpadabhidharma), and the others?^ 1 

Answer. - 1. When the Buddha was in this world, the doctrine did not meet any opposition. After the 
Buddha had departed, when the doctrine was recited for the first time, it was still as it was in the time when 
the Buddha was alive. - A hundred years later, king A chon kia (Asoka) brought together a great assembly 
of five hundred ( pahcavarsaparisad ) and the great masters of the dharma debated.“2 As a result of their 


220 ■phis recitation of the Abhidhannapitaka by Ananda is taken almost textually from the Sarvastivadin Vinaya, Che 
song liu,T 1435, k. 60, p.449a (tr. in Przyluski, Concile, p. 231). According to this source, the Buddha preached the 
Abhidharma for the first time in SravastT. Actually, according to Aiiguttara, III, p. 204-205, it was at SravastT, at Jetavana 
in the garden of Anathapindika, that the Buddha explained the five fears in question here: Pahca, gahcipciti, bhayani 
verani.... vuccati sugatin ca upapajjati. 

With the exception of errors, the same sutra has no correspondent in the Chinese agamas. The Pali Anguttara was able to 
incorporate into the Nikayas a sennon held by other schools to be part of the Basket of the Abhidharma 

991 . 

Przyluski, Concile, p. 72, translates: ’the Abhidharma in eight hien tou (khanda ) and the Abhidhanna in six sections'. 
Later we will see the justification for the Sanskrit titles proposed here. 

--- An allusion to the second Buddhist Council and to the first doctrinal schism that ended in the formation of two 
separate schools, that of the Sthavirya and that of the Mahasamghika. The Mpps is strictly dependent upon the Kashmir 
tradition represented by: 

1) the Mahavibhasa, T 1545, k. 99, p.510c-512a. 
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2) Vasumitra's Samayabhedaparacanacakra, T 2031, p. 15a-b (tr. J. Masuda, in Asia Major, II, 1925, p. 14-15): T 2032, 
p. 17b-c; T 2033, p. 20a-b. 

3) Paramartha's commentary on the preceding treatise, a commentary extracts of which are incorporated into the San 
louen hiuan yi by Ki tsang (T 1852, p. 8b-c} and the Sanrongengi kenyushu by Chukan (T 2300, p. 455b-456b) and 
translated by P. Demieville, L'origine des sectes bouddhiques, MCB, I, 1931-32, p.30-40. 

4) the Si yi ki by Hiuan tsang (T 2087, k. 3, p.886b; tr. Beal, I, p. 150-151; tr. Watters, Travels, I, p. 267-269, which is 
inspired directly by the Mahavibhasa. 

P. Demieville has summarized this tradition: "It was only in the time of the second Council, held at Pataliputra in the 
116th year after the nirvana, in the reign of king Asoka, that the controversies provoked by the heresiarch Mahadeva 
caused a real doctrinal schism that resulted in the fonnation of two separate schools, the school of the Elders (Sthavirya) 
and the school of the Great Assembly (Mahasamghika). Mahadeva's heresy was twofold: on the one hand, he claimed to 
incorporate into the three baskets the sutras of the Greater Vehicle, and on the other hand, he professed five theses tending 
to concede to the saints, arhats or srotaapanna, various imperfections such as the faculty of being physically tainted, 
doubt, a certain ignorance, etc.... According to the Mahavibhasa, the argument was decided by Asoka in favor of 
Mahadeva. Paramartha seems to wish to spare the memory of the pious monarch; according to him, it was the queen, 
circumvented by her lover Mahadeva, who had the adversaries of the heresiarch thrown into the Ganges. But the latter, 
using their magical powers, fled to Kashmir, where the king soon had them sought out. According to the Vibhasa, they 
refused to leave Kashmir (where, later on, according to a tradition which is, however, debatable, the Vibhasa itself was 
composed). According to Paramartha, they accepted Asoka's invitation and returned to Pataliputra where, Mahadeva 
having died, the two schools came together for a new Council in order to purify the five famous theses. And it was then, 
Paramartha tells us, that the real schism was produced and the two schools separated. 

Bhavya's Sde pa tha dad par hbyed pa san rban par bsad pa (Bstan-hgyur, Mdo hgrel, XC, 12) tr. in Walleser, Sekten des 
alten Buddhismus, Heidelberg, 1927, p.78-93), tells of a twofold tradition: One Council regarding Mahadeva's five points 
was held at Pataliputra in the 137th year after the nirvana, under kings Nanda and Mahapadma, and ended in the splitting 
of the Sthaviras and the Mahasamghikas (Walleser, p.81-82). - In the 160th year after the nirvauna, under the reign of 
Dharmasoka in Pataliputra, some arguments [on the five points of Mahadeva] provoked a schism in the community which 
divided the Mahasamghikas and the Sthaviras (ibid, p. 78). 

The sources noted so far constitute a relatively homogeneous group that I [Lamotte] would like to call the Kashmir 
tradition. Deliberately or not, it seems to ignore another group of traditions related to the second Buddhist Council which 
was held at VaisalT in order to condemn ten innovations (dasa vatthuni) introduced into the disciplinary rule by the monks 
of VaisalT. The references gathered by W. Geiger in his introduction to the Mahavamsa, p. LIV-LVI and by L. de La 
Vallee Poussin in ERE, IV, p. 179-185, art. Councils, are not sufficient to get an idea of the question. Here is a summary 
of the sources: 

a. The Council of VaisalT took place in the 100th year after the nirvana, according to the Pali Vinaya, II, p. 294-307 (tr. 
Rh. D.- Oldenberg, III, p. 386-414; Museon, 1905, p. 258-312); Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 30, p. 192a-194b; Mo ho seng k'i 
liu, T 1425, k. 33, p. 493a-z (does not give the date); Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 54, p. 968c-971c; Samanatpasika (in Vinaya 
III, p. 294 sq, and the Chan kien liu p'i p'o cha, T 1462, k. 1, p. 677c); P'i ni mou king,T 1463, k. 4, p. 819b; Fa hien 
tchouan, T2085 (tr. Legge, p. 75). 

b. The Council of VaisalT took place in the 110th year after the nirvana according to the Che song liu, T 1435, k. 60-61, p. 
450a-456b; Ken pen chou... tsa che, T 1451, k. 40, p. 411c-414b, with the Tibetan correspondent in Dulwa, XI, p. 323- 
330, of which there is a translation in Bu ston (Obermiller), II, p. 91-96; Taranatha, p. 41-42 (who proposes different 
dates); Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 7, p. 909b (tr. Beal, II, p. 74-75; tr. Watters, Travels, II, p. 73-77). 
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differences, two distinct sects ( nikaya ) subsequently developed^^, [each] having a name. - Finally a 
Brahmin monk named Kia tcham yen (Katyayana), wise and of keen faculties ( tiksnendriya ), completely 
recited the three Baskets ( tripitaka ), the inner and outer texts (adhyatmikabahyasutra). Wishing to explain 
the words of the Buddha, he compiled the Fa tche king pa kien ton (Jnanaprasthanastagrantha).^24 The 


c. According to the Singhalese chronicles, the second Council was held at Vaisall in the 199th year after the nirvana 
under the reign of Kalasoka (DIpavamsa, IV, v. 44, 47; Mahavamsa, IV, v. 8) and according to the DIpavamsa (V, v. 30- 
39), the Vrjiputrakas who had been excommunicated at the Council, in their turn held a great assembly ( mahasamgiti ) 
whence came the Mahasamghika sect. - The Singhalese sources are also the only ones to note the existence of a third 
Council which was held at Pataliputra under the chairmanship of Tissa Moggaliputta in the 236th year of the nirvana 
(DIpavamsa,VII, v, 34-59), which was the seventeenth year of Asoka's reign (Mahavamsa, V, v. 280). Tissa had 
missionaries adopted by the Elders of Kathavatthu (DIpavamsa, VII, v. 41, 56-58; Mahavamsa, V, v. 278) and sent them 
everywhere. 

If the Kasmirian tradition is compared with the traditions relating to the Council of Vaisall, it is seen that it has nothing in 
common with the sources enumerated under a. and b., but that it does have points in common with the Singhalese 
chronicles: 

(1) The Singhalese chronicles give to Tissa Moggaliputta under Asoka the same role that the Sanskrit Sarvastivadin 
sources have Upagupta play under the great monarch (cf. Lav., Histoire, II, p. 137; Przyluski, Asoka, s.v. Upagupta). 

(2) The Tissa Moggaliputta of the Singhalese chronicles tried to make Asoka believe that the Buddha was vibhajyavadin 
(Mahavamsa, V, v. 271; Comm, of the Kathavatthu in Aung, Points of Controversy, p. 7). The Vibhajyavada, 
characteristic of the school of the Pali language, is a philosophical position which, by subtle distinction, accepts the 
existence of a certain past, not of all the past; it is opposed to the Sarvastivada, characteristic of the school of the Sanskrit 
language, which accepts the existence of the three times, including the past. When the Sarvastivadins in their Abhidhanna 
discuss the existence of the three times, they have as adversary a certain vibhajyavadin called Maudgalyayana (cf. Lav., 
La controverse du Temps et du Pudgala dans le Vijhdnakaya, EA, I, p. 343). This Maudgalyayana of the Sanskrit sources 
may be the Moggaliputta of the Pali sources (cf. Lav., II, p. 138). 

(3) The Singhalse chronicles list two councils under two different kings Asoka: 

i) the Council of Vaisall followed, in the DIpavamsa, by the Mahasamgiti of the Vajjiputtakas under king Kalasoka (in the 
100th year of the nirvana); ii ) the Council of Pataliputra under king Asoka (in the 236th year of the nirvana). - A part at 
least of the Kasmirian tradition, that represented by Paramartha's commentary on Vasumitra's treatise, also mentions two 
councils which took place under the same Asoka, after the 100th year of the nirvana: the council that took place before 
the departure of the 500 arhats for Kasmir, and the one that took place after their return to Pataliputra (cf. P. Demieville, 
P-21). 

(4) The five points of Mahadeva expounded in the Kasmir tradition are discussed in the Kathavatthu, II, 1-6 (ed. Taylor, I, 
p. 163-204). Cf. L. de La Vallee Poussin, The Five Points of Mahadeva and the Kathavatthu, JRAS, 1910, p. 313-423). 
223 F or the development of the sects, W. Geiger, Mahavamsa, App. B, p. 276-287; R. Kimura, Intro, to the Hist, of Early 
Indian Buddhist Schools, Calcutta, 1925; M. Walleser, Die Sekten des alten Buddhismus, Heidelberg, 1927; J. Masuda, 
Origin and Dictrines of Early Indian Buddhist Schools, Asia Major, II, 1925, p. 1-78; P. Demieville, L'origine des sectes 
bouddhiques d'apres Paramdrtha, MCB, I, 1931-21, p. 15-64. 

The traditions relating to Katyayana are confused: 

a. Mahakatyayana was one of the great disciples of the Buddha, the foremost of those who explain at length the brief 
aphorisms of the Buddha (Aiiguttara, I, p.23: aggo sahkhittena bhasitassavitthdrena attham vibhajantdnam). He was 
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originally from UjjayinI and was the disciple of Avanti (Theragatha, v. 496-501; Comm, in Rh. D., Brethren, p. 238-239; 
Manoratha, I, p. 204-209). 

According to concordant information, he may have been the author of the Petakopadesa: the Gandhavamsa, p. 59, 
attributes this work to him. - The Mpps, k. 2, p. 70a20-23 says: "Mahakatyayana, during the lifetime of the Buddha, 
explained the words of the Buddha and made a Pi le (Petaka), 'box-collection' in the Ts'in language, which, until today, is 
used in southern India." - Paramartha (in P. Demieville, Origine des sectes, p. 49-50) says: "In the time when the Buddha 
was in the world, Mahakatyayana expounded a sastra to explain the Agama sutras of the Buddha." (This again concerns 
the Petakopadesa and the Abhidharmajnanaprasthana). 

[The Petakopadesa is a well-known work: cf. R. Fuchs, Specimen des Petakopadesa, Berlin, 1908. According to E. 
Hardy, Nettipakarana, p. VIII sq., it dates from the beginning of our era. It is a semi-canonical work: the Singhalese 
tradition rejects it among the extra-canonical books; by contrast, the Mpps includes it among the Abhidharmas, and the 
Burmese Buddhists include it, along with the Pettipakarana, the Suttasamgaha and the Milindapanha, in the canonical 
collection of the Khuddakanikaya (cf. M. Bode, Pali Literature of Burma, London, 1909, p. 4 sq.). The Petakopadesa is 
one of the main sources of Buddhagosa's Visuddhimagga and Upatissa's Vimuktimarga (cf. P.V. Bapat, Vimuttimagga 
and Visuddhimagga, Poona, 1937, p. XXV). - According to the evidence of Hclmer Smith (in Przyluski, Concile, p. 73, n. 
6), it is still in use in Ceylon. 

b. Katyayayana, author of the Jnanaprasthana. - Here also (p. 70al0-12) the Mpps tells us that after the Council of Asoka 
(therefore, according to its accounting, in the 200th year after the Nirvana. Katyayana composed the Jnanaprasthana. 
This date was confirmed by Paramartha (in Demievills, p. 50) who informs us "that in the 200 years, Katyayana left Lake 
Anavatapta, came to the country of Magadha into the Mahasamghika school, where he established distinctions related to 
the holy teaching of the Tripitaka...; those who accepted his teachings fonned a separate school called 'the school that 
enunciates distinctions'; these were the disciples of Mahakatyana." Actually, Katyayana was not a Mahasamghika, but a 
pure Sarvastivadin. Paramarthala later corrects himself (p. 53-55) in associating Katyayana with the beginnings of the 
Sarvastivadin school which was formed at the beginning of the 3rd century after the nirvana. It was as a Sarvastivadin 
that he composed the Jnanaprasthana, but the sources do not agree either on the place of origin or on the date of this work. 
We have just seen that the Mpps locates it after the Council of Asoka, therefore in the 200 years after the nirvana. - 
According to the Vibhasa ( T 1545, k. 5. p. 21c), "when the Bhadanta [Katyayana] composed the Jnanaprasthana, he was 
living in the East; this is why he cites [T 1544, k. 1, p. 918c] the five rivers known in the East." - According to Hiuan 
tsang, Si yu ki (T 2087, k. 4, p. 889c), "three hundred years after the nirvana, the sastra master Katyayana composed the 
Jnanaprasthana in Tamasavana", near CInabhukti on the right bank of the Bias (cf. Watters, I, p. 294-295). - According to 
Paramartha in his Life of Vasubandhu (T 2049, p. 189a) it is "in the five hundred years after the nirvana of the Buddha 
that Katyayana of the Sarvastivadin school went to Kashmir where he gathered 500 arhats and 500 bodhisattvas to 
compile the Abhidharma of his school; the result of this compilation was the Astagrantha, also called Jnanaprasthana." 

The Mpps designates this work as Fa tche king pa kien you. In a pinch, one could take this to mean, as does Przyluski, 
"Jnanaprasthana in eight kien (93 and 9) tou ( khanda )", but Paramartha, in his Life of Vasubandhu (T 2049, p. 189a) 
explains that k'ien (5 and 10) tou is equivalent to k'ie lan t'a (9 and 5; 140 and 17; 9 and3), i.e., grantha; this is why I 
[Lamotte] have restored the title as Jnanaprasthanashtagrantha. It is actually known that the Astagranthabhidharma, or 
the Abhidharma in Eight Volumes, is a synonym of the Jnanaprasthana (cf. J. Takakusu, Abhidharma Literature of the 
Sarvastivadins, JPTS, 1905, p. 82, n. 2; Lav. Introduction to the Kosa, p. XXX). 

The Jnanaprasthana is cited several times in the Kosavyakhya of Yasomitra (p. 8 9-12. 52, 116. 157, 694); it follows from 
these citations that the work was in Sanskrit and was subdivided into skandhakas. - We have two Chinese versions: 1. A 
p'i t'an kien tou louen (Abhidharmastagrantha), T 1543, translated at Lo yang in 383 by Samghadeva and Tchou fo nien; 
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first chapter ( skandhaka ) deals with the supreme worldly dharmas ( laukikagradharma ).“5 Subsequently, 
his disciples made from it a Pi p'o so (Vibhasa) for people of ages to come who could not completely 
understand the Astagrantha (or Jnanaprasthana). “6 

2. Some say: In the Lieon fen a p'i t'an (Satpadabhidharma)^-^ the third part in eight chapters (p'in = 
parivarta ) is called Fen pie che tch’ou (Lokadhatuprabheda?); this is the third part of the Leou t'an king in 
six parts; it is the work of Maudgalyayana.228 In the [Abhidharma] in six parts, the first part contains eight 


2. A p'i ta mo fa tche louen (Abhidharmajnanaprasthanasastra), T 1544, translated at Lo yang between 657 and 680 by 
Hiuan tsang (cf. Bagchi, I, p. 161; II, p. 489). 

225 On the theory of the laukiagradharmas in the Jnanaprasthana, cf. Lav., Pardyana cite dans Jhananprasthdna, MI, II, 
p. 323-327; Introd. to Kosa, p. XXX. 

--^According to some sources, the Vibhasa was compiled in the course of a council held under Kaniska in the monastery 
of Kuvana near Jalandhara or at the vihara of Kundalavana in Kasmir. Here is a short summary of sources related to this 
council: 

Chinese sources: Paramartha, Vie de Vasubandhu, T 2049, p. 189a (tr. J. Takakasu, TP, 1910; - Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 
2098, k. 3, p. 886b-887 (tr. Beal, I, p. 151-155; tr. Watters, I., p. 270-278). 

Tibetan sources: Bu ston, II, p. 997 (which tells of several different traditions); - Taranatha, p. 58-61; - Schiefner, 
Tibetische Lebensbescreibung, p. 310. 

Works: Kern, Histoire, II, p. 392-394; Manual, p. 121-122; J. Takakusu, JRAS, 1905, p. 415; JPTS, 1905, p. 123; V. 
Smith, Early History of India, Oxford, 1908, p. 230; Lav., Histoire, II, p. 326-327. 

This confused collection of indecisive traditions has, as its evident intention, the setting up of Kaniska as against Asoka, 
and attributing to the Sarvastivadins a council which would somehow serve as a match for the synod of the 
Vibhajyavadins presided over by Tissa Moggalaputta. As de La Vallee Poussin has said: "It is likely that Kaniska did not 
call a council and that that there was no council." It is not unreasonable that the Mpps has made no mention of it. 

In any case, if a Vibhasa was composed under Kaniska to serve as commentary for the Jnanaprasthana of Katyayana, it is 
certainly different from the Mahavibhasa in 200 rolls which has come down to us in the Chinese translation of Hiuan 
tsang (T 1545). The latter, in effect, tells a story of a eunuch (?, is this a misprint in the French - Migme Chodron) and 
bulls that came, it says, "at one time', under Kaniska (cf. T 1545, k. 114, p. 593a). 

227 Th e Satpadabhidharma, the title of which is attested in the Kosavyakya, p. 466, is the Jnanaprasthana and the six 
annexed treatises that are its continuation ( anucdra ) or 'feet' (cf. Kosa, I, p. 4, n. 4). There is a list of them in Sanskrit in 
the Kosavyakhya, p. 9, and in Tibetan in Buston, I. p. 49 and Taranatha, p. 296: i) Prakaranapada by Vasumitra (T 1541 
and 1542; ii) Vijnanakaya by Devasarman or Devaksema (T 1539), Hi) Dhannaskandha by Sariputra according to the 
Tibetan sources, of Maudgalyayana according to the Chinese sources (T 1537); iv) Prajnaptisastra by Maudgalyayana (T 
1538); v) Dhatukaya by Puma according to the Tibetan sources, of Vasumitra according to the Chinese sources (T 1540); 
vi) Samgltiparyaya of Mahakausthila according to the Tibetan sources, of Sariputra according to the Chinese sources (T 
1536). - Along with the Jnanaprasthana, these are the seven treatises of the Sarvastivadin Abhidharma. The best study of 
these works is that of J. Takakusu, On the Abhidharma Literature of the Sarvastivadin, Extract of JPTS, 1905, which is 
complemented by de La Vallee Poussin's Introduction to the Kosa, p. XXIX-XLII. - For the comparison with the seven 
books of the Pali Abhidharma, refer to Winternitz, Literature, II, p. 165-173; Law, Pali Literature, I, p. 336-342; 
Nyanatiloka, Guide through the Abhidhamma-Pitaka, Colombo, 1938. 

228 ■phis is probably the Dhannaskandha (T 1537) attributed to Maudgalyayana by the Chinese tradition; but in Hiuan 
tsang's translation, it consists of twenty-one chapters. 
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chapters (p'in); four are the work of the bodhisattva P'o siu mi (Vasumitra) and four others the work of the 
arhats of Ki pin (Kasmir)^29 The other five parts are the work of the Louen yi che (itpadesdcdrya). 

3. Some say: When the Buddha was in this world, Sariputra composed the Abhidharma in order to explain 
the words of the Buddha. Later, the T'ou tseu (Vatsiputnya) monks recited [this work]. To this day, this is 
what is called the Chou li fou a p'i t'an (Sariputabhidharma).^™ 


229 xhis is a question of the Prakaranapada (T1541 and 1542) which actually consists of eight chapters: 
Pancadharmavibhanga, Jnanavibhanga, Ayatanavibhaiiga, Saptapadarthavibhanga, Anusayavibhaiiga, Samgrahavibhanga, 
Sahasraparipricchavibhanga, Nirvedavibhaiiga. If the Mpps is to be believed, only the first four would be the work of 
Vasumitra. 

230 The Q] wu lifcn p'i t'an louen (T 1548) was translated into Chinese at the Che yang sseu monastery by Dharmayasas 
in the years 407-408 (Bagchi, I, p. 175). 

Sariputra, the foremost of the great sages (mahapahhanam: Aiiguttara, I, p. 23) may have composed it in the very lifetime 
of the Buddha: this is what the Mpps affirms here, probably taking this information from the Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 1, p. 
lb 1-3: "In all of the disciples of all of the Tathagatas, the rule is that there are two great masters who bear the holy 
Dhanna: in the lifetime of the Buddha, the arya Sariputra, and after his nirvana, the arya Katyayanlputra (author of the 
Jnanaprasthana)." Moreover, we learn from the AtthasalinI, p. 16 (tr. P.M. Tin, Expositor, I, p. 20-21) how Sariputra was 
familiar with the Abhidhanna: When the Buddha was preaching the Abhidhanna to the Trayastrimsa gods, he went each 
day to bathe in Lake Anavatapata, then, during his rest-period, he communicated to Sariputra the content of the sermon he 
had just preached. Having thus learned the Abhidhanna, Sariputra transmitted it to his five hundred disciples 
(Sdriputtatthera pi Satthara.... bhikkhusatanam desesi). The Pali school itself claims to hold its Abhidhamma from the 
Buddha himself, but through the intermediary of Sariputra. And this explains the close relationship between the 
Saruputrabhidharma and the Pali Abhidhamma, a relationship manifested both in form and in content.. 

Independent investigations carried on both by L. de La Vallee Poussin ( Introduction to the Kosa, p. LX-LXIIO and by T. 
Kamura ( Recherches sur /'Abhidharma, Tokyo, 1922), have shown that the Sariputrabhidharma is not Sarvastivadin, but 
expounds a doctrine very close to that of the Pali Abhidhamma (in particular of the Vibhanga and the Puggalapannati) 
and maintains the Vibhajyavadin theses expounded in the Vibhasa and the Kosa. To review them, it suffices to compare 
the description of the rupadhatu in the Sariputrabhidharma (T 1548, k. 3, p. 543) with Vibhaiiga, p. 1 and Kosa, I, p. 35; 
the definition of dharmadhdtu (k. 2, p. 535) with Vibhaiiga, p. 89 and Kosa, I, p. 30; the definition of nirodhasatya (k. 4, 
p. 553) with Vibhaiiga, p. 103. 

The Pali school divides its Basket of Abhidhamma into seven books, but the Haimavata school which is almost confused 
with it (cf. W. Geiger, Mahavamsa, p. 278) adopts another division, (k. 4, p. 553): 1) Distinctions with questions 
(Saprasnaka ), 2) Distinctions without questions ( Aprasnaka ), 3) Connections ( Samgraha ), 4) Correspondences 
(Samprayukta ), 5) Places ( Ayatana ). Cf. P'i ni mou king, T 1463, k. 4, p. 818a28-29 (tr. Przyluski, Concile, p. 179). This 
should be compared with the first three chapters of the Sariputrabhidharma: 1) Saprasnaka, 2) Aprasnaka, 3) Samgraha- 
samprayukta. 

The Mpps adds that "later, the Vatsiputrlya monks recited the Sariputrabhidharma" and Paramartha, probably on the basis 
of this assertion, will explain that their founder, the arhat Vatsyaputra, had had Rahula as his upadhyaya, who himself had 
had as upadhyaya Sariputra who had expounded the Abhidharma in nine parts of the Buddha, called the Abhidharma of 
the Characteristics of the Doctrine or Dharmalaksanabhidharma (cf. Demieville, Origine des sectes bouddhiques, p. 57). 
Actually, the Sariputrabhidharma contains no mention of the pudgala which is the doctrine characteristic of the 
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4. During the lifetime of the Buddha, Mahakatyayana explained the words of the Buddha and composed a 
Pi le (petaka ), 'box-collection' in the language of the T'sin. It is used even today in southern India.231 

As all these works are commentaries on the words of the Buddha, when it is said: "The five precepts 
(, sfla )", [the commentary] says: some are material ( riipin ), others are non-material ( arupin); some are 
visible ( sanidarsana), others are invisible ( anidarhana ); some offer resistance ( sapratigha), others do not 
offer resistance ( apratigha ); some are impure ( sdsarava ), others are pure ( andsrava ); some are conditioned 
( samskrta ), others are non-conditioned (, asamskrta ); some are with retribution ( vipaka ), others are without 
retribution; some are good ( kusala), others are bad (, akusala ); some are morally defined (vyakrt'd), others 
are morally non-defined ( avyakrta ). All this is what is called the Abhidharma. 

Furthermore, there are seven tendencies of defilement ( anusaya ):^32 anusaya of attachment to pleasure 
( kdmardga ), anusaya of hostility ( pratigha ), anusaya of attachment to existence (bhdvardga), anusaya of 
pride ( mana ), anusaya of ignorance ( avidyd ), anusaya of wrong view (drsti), anusaya of doubt ( vicikitsd 
or vimati ): these are the seven anusayas. Some are the anusayas of the desire realm ( kdmadhdtu ), some are 
the anusayas of the form realm ( rupadhatu ), others are the anusayas of the formless realm ( drupyadhdtu ). 
Some are abandoned by seeing the truths ( satyadarsanaheya ), others are abandoned by meditation 
(bhdvandheya); some are abandoned by the seeing of suffering ( duhkhadarsanaheya ), others are 
abandoned by seeing the origin [of suffering] ( samudayadarsanaheya ), others are abandoned by seeing the 
cessation [of suffering] (: nirodhadarsanaheya ); the rest are abandoned [70b] by seeing the Path 
(pratipaddarsanaheya ). Some are complete anusayas , the others are incomplete anusayas. 

The ten knowledges (jndna )^33 are: 1) knowledge of dharma ( dharmajndna ), 2) subsequent knowledge 
(i anvayajndna ), 3) worldy knowledge (lokasamvrtijnana), 4) knowledge of the mind of another 
('paracittajfidna ), 5) knowledge of suffering ( duhkajndna ), 6) knowledge of its origin ( samudayajndna ), 7) 
knowledge of its cessation ( nirodhajhdna ), 8) knowledge of the Path ( mdrgajndna ), 9) knowledge of the 
cessation [of the defilements] ( ksayajndna ), 10) knowledge of no further rebirths (, anutpddajndna ). These 
are the ten knowledges. Some are impure ( sdsrava ) others are pure (andsrava); some are conditioned 
(samskrta), others are unconditioned ( asamskrta ); some are sdsarava causes, others are andsarava causes. 
Some are causes belonging to the desire realm (kdmadhdtu), some are causes belonging to the form realm 
(rupadhatu), some are causes belonging to the formless realm (drupyadhdtu), others are causes belonging 
to no realm (anavacara). Some are acquired on the uninterrupted path (dnantaryamdrga), others on the 


Vatslputriyas and the Sammitlyas. The only book of Abhidharma that teaches the doctrine of the pudgala is the San mi ti 
pou louen, T 1649. 

231 For Mahakatyayana and his Petakopadesa, see above. 

232 The game list but with different order in Digha, III, p. 254; Samyutta, V, p 60; Aiiguttara, IV, p. 9; Vibhaiiga, p. 340, 
383; Kathavatthu II, p. 405 sq; Kosa, V, p. 3; Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 490), k. 18, p. 127a28. 

233 p or q le ten jfia nas an( j connected problems: Prakaranapada, T 1541, k. 1, p. 628b-c; T 1542, k. 1, p.693c-694a; 
Abhidharmamrtarasasastra, T 1553,k. 2, p. 974 (tr. Hobogirin, Chi, p. 291); Kosa, VII, p.ll; Mahavyutpatti, no. 1234- 
1243. - Cf. the Pali sources: DTgha, III, p. 226-227; Samyutta, II, p. 57; Vibhahga, p. 328. 

NOTE: The Sanskrit and Pali quotations have been abbreviated, the first and last phrases only being cited. 
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path of liberation ( vimuktimarga ). When the four fruits (phala ) are acquired, some are attained, others are 
lost. . 

To analyze ( vibhajana ) all dharmas in this way is what is called Abhidharma. 

There are three kinds of Abhidarma. First the main part and the meaning of the Abhidarma; the abbreviated 
text consists of 320,000 words. Secondly [the Abhidharma] in six parts; the abbreviated text consists of 
320,000 words. Thirdly, the Pitaka: the abbreviated text consists of 320,000 words. 

We have explained the general meaning as a whole ( samdsatah ) of the expression Evam maya srutam 
ekasmin samaye. 
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CHAPTER IV: EXPLANATION OF THE WORD 

BHAGAVAT234 


Sutra: Bhagavat 

Sastra: Now let us explain this word. 


BHAGAVAT 235 

Why is he called P'o k'iep'o ( bhagavat )? 

1. In the word bhagavat, bhdga means quality ( guna ) and vat indicates its possession: "the one who 
possesses qualities." 23 ^ 

2. Furthermore, bhdga means to analyze ( vibhdga ) and vat indicates skill ( kusala ). Skillful in analyzing the 
general and specific characteristics ( svasdmdnyalaksana ) of the dharmas, he is called Bhagavat. 232 


234 xhis chapter is devoted to the synonyms of the name of Buddha. The first ten constitute a traditional fonnula of 
praise: bhagavdms tathagato 'rham samyaksambuddho vidydcaranasampannah sugato lokavid anuttarah 
purusadamyasdrathih sasta devamanusyanam buddho bha.ga.vdm. Cf. the Dhvajagrasutra of which we have the Sanskrit 
version (Waldschmidt, Bruchstiicke, p. 47), the Pali version (Samyutta, I, p. 210) and the Chinese version (Tsa a han T 99 
(no. 981), k. 35, p. 255b; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 49, p. 615a). This fonnula is very frequently encountered in the Pali 
Nikayas, e.g., DIgha, I, p. 49; III, 237: Majjhima, I, p. 37, 69, 179, 285, 290, 344, 356, 401, 412, 502, 521; II, p. 55, 133, 
238; Samyutta, I, p. 219; II, p. 69; III, p. 85; IV, p. 320; V, p. 197, 343, 445; Anguttara, I, p. 168, 207; II, p. 33, 56, 66, 
147; III, p. 2, 10, 31053, 65, 153, 212, 285, 312, 341; IV, p. 3, 5, 109, 225, 270, 284, 288, 324, 406; V, p. 15, 183, 204, 
329, 333, 336. 

On the other hand, it is much more rare in the Chinese Agamas, either because the afore-mentioned sutras do not have a 
correspondent in the Chinese collections or because the fonnula is omitted in the parallel sutras of the same collections. It 
may be assumed that the Pali school above all contributed to the success of this fonnula. However, it is not completely 
absent in the Chinese Agamas. Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 132), k. 3lp. 623a; no. 146, k. 36, p. 656c27; (no. 161), k. 4, p. 
685a; Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 546), k. 20, p. 141c; (no. 981), k. 35, p. 255b; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 6, p. 574a27; k. 14, p. 
615a. - It is also found in later texts, e.g., Lalitavistara, p. 3; Saddharma-pundarlka, p. 17, 65, 67, 151, etc.; 
Mahavyutpatti, no. 1 sq. 

The early commentators gave etymological explanations of these epithets, imaginary for the most part: see, e.g., the Che 
hao king (T 782); Buddhaghosa's explanations in Visuddhimagga, I, p. 198-213 (tr. Nyanatiloka, II, p. 313-340) to be 
compared with Upatisya's commentary in Kiai t'o tao louen, T 1648, k. 6, p. 426; Kumarajlva's notes in the Tso tch'an san 
mei king, T 614, k. 2, p. 277a; Harivarman's commentary in his Tch'eng che louen, T 1646, k. 1, p. 242. - Other 
references in Hobogirin, Butsu, p. 192. 

235 Compare the explanations of the Mahaniddesa, p. 142; Cullaniddesa, p. 466; Sumangala, I, p. 33-34; Visuddhimagga, 
I, p. 210-212; Hobogirin, Bagabu, p. 46. 

236 visuddhimagga, p. 210 \yasmd lokiyalokuttarasukhabhinibbatthakam... Bhagava ti vuccati. 

232 Visuddhimagga, p. 211: yasmd kusaladfhi bhedehi.... ti vattabe Bhagava ti vuccati. 
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3. Furthermore, bhdga means glory (ya.sa.s-) and veil indicates its possession. Thus this word means "the 
one who possesses glory". No-one else has as much glory as the Buddha. The noble cakravartin kings, 
Indra, Brahma, the lokapalas, are inferior to the Buddha. What then could be said of ordinary men 
( prthagjana )? Why? The noble cakravartin kings are fettered by bonds ( bandhanasamyukta ): the Buddha 
has broken the bonds. - The noble cakravartin kings are sunk in the mire of birth (jdti), old age (jam ), 
sickness ( vyddhi ) and death (marana); the Buddha has transcended them. - The noble cakravartin kings are 
enslaved ( ddsa ) by their passions ( anunaya ); the Buddha has eliminated them. - The noble cakravartin 
kings dwell in the womb of the calamities of the human jungle ( lokakdntdra ); the Buddha has escaped 
from it. - The noble cakravartin kings dwell in the shadows of ignorance ( avidydndhakdra ); the Buddha 
lives in the supreme light. - The noble cakravartin kings often reign over the four continents 
(caturdvipaka)^^ ; the Buddha reigns over countless universes ( apramdnalokadhdtu ). - The cakravartin 
kings have mastery over wealth ( pariskaravasitd ); the Buddha has mastery over mind (cetovdsita). - The 
noble cakravartin kings covet heavenly bliss ( devasukha ); the Buddha covets nothing, having reached the 
well-being of the summit of existence ( bhavdgrasukha ). The cakravartin kings seek their happiness from 
others; the Buddha rejoices in his own heart. This is why the Buddha surpasses ( abhibhavati ) the noble 
cakravartin kings. Fie also surpasses all the other beings, Indra, Brahma, the lokapalas who are [70c] even 
inferior to the noble cakravartin kings. 

4. Furthermore, bhdga means to crush (bhanga) and vat indicates the ability. The person who can crush 
desire ( rdga ), hatred ( dvesa ) and stupidity ( moha ) is called Bhagavat.239 

Question. - The arhats and pratyekabuddhas are also able to destroy attachment, hatred and stupidity; in 
what do they differ from the Buddha? 

Answer. - Although the arhats and pratyekabuddhas have destroyed this threefold poison (trivisa), they 
have not entirely eliminated the latent predispositions ( vdsand ) of poison.p j s jj|< c perfume (gandha) in 
a vase (. bhajana ); when the perfume is removed, a trace of the odor remains. Or it is like kindling 
( indhana ): the fire burns, the smoke (dhuma) disappears, but the ash ( bhasman ) remains, for the strength of 
the fire is decreased. On the other hand, in the Buddha, the threefold poison (trivisa) is eliminated without 
residue. It is like at the end of a kalpa when the fire burns Mount Mem and the entire earth; these disappear 
completely without leaving smoke or charcoal.- 4 ' [ Scc|. for example, the traces of hatred (dvesavdsana) in 


Actually, only the cakravartin of the golden wheel reigns over four continents (caturdvipesvara), his life-span being 
80,000 years (cf. Kosa, III, p. 197) 

239 Visuddhimagga, p. 210-211: yasmapana lobhasosasamoha -.... Bhagava tena viddati ti. 

240 Although they have destroyed their dominant affliction ( ksmaklesa), the saints still keep agitation ( auddhatya ) and 
the other habitual patterns resulting from the persistence of the latencies of the defilements ( klesavasand ). On the other 
hand, the Buddha possesses vdsanasamudghdta, complete elimination of the latencies. He does not retain any trace of the 
passions over which he has triumphed. Cf. Aloka, p. 915; Bodhisattvabhumi, p. 375; Tsi louen, T 1605, k. 7, p. 691c; Tsa 
tsi louen, T 1606, k. 14, p. 761bl5; Sutralamkara, XXI, v. 54; Samgraha, p. 299-300. 

241 Cf. Kosa, III, p. 182-185. 
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Sariputra, the traces of attachment ( ragavascma ) in Nan t'o (Nanda) and the traces of pride ( mana) in Pi 
ting k'iap'o ts'o (Pilindavatsa).242 

They are like a man in fetters who, as soon as he is released, begins to walk unceasingly. 


-4- Examples of saints who, having eliminated their dominant affliction, still keep the outer gestures. The Samgraha, p. 
300, mentions the case of Maudgalyayana, who had been a monkey for 500 existences and who, having become arhat, 
still leaped about like a monkey whenever he heard music. The same text also speaks about a pratyekabuddha who, 
having been a courtesan for numerous existences, continued to put on makeup (cf. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 393; the story 
of the bhiksu who flirted before dying). See also the story of the inattentive listeners in the Dhammapadattha, III, p. 360- 
362 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, III, p. 127-129). The Mpps, which will give more examples later (k. 26, p. 251b; k. 27, p. 
260c), is content to mention here the case of Sariputra, of Pilindavatsa and of Nanda. Since it does not develop the latter, 
we will summarize it briefly: 

Nanda, the half-brother of the Buddha, was affianced to Janapadakalyanl (or married to Sundarl), when the Buddha, by a 
stratagem, met him at Nyagrodharama, near Kapilavastu, and had him forcibly ordained by Ananda. The memory of his 
wife continued to haunt Nanda who tried to escape from the monastery. His attempt failed miserably. To cure him of this 
love, the Buddha transported him to the Trayastrimsa gods and showed him the celestial maidens incomparably more 
beautiful than Janapadakalyayanl; he promised him one of these maidens if he would undertake to remain in the 
monastery for the rest of his life. Nanda agreed willingly. The Buddha returned with him to the Jetavana and told the 
whole story to the disciples: Nanda was obliged to endure the sarcasm of his colleagues. He succeeded in renouncing his 
love and quickly became arhat. In the course of an earlier lifetime when he had been a donkey, Nanda had been kept 
harnessed up by his master, the merchant Kappata, who had promised him a female donkey as reward. 

The story of Nanda is one of the best-known of the "Golden Legends" in Buddhism. The artists of Andhra who have 
depicted it at Nagarjunikonda and at Amaravatl - probably Nagarjuna's homeland - had a marked preference for it. - It is 
easy to reconstruct it in its entirety by comparing the different sources where it is recorded in full or in part: 

Pali sources: Vinaya, I, p. 82; Udana, III, p. 21-24 (tr. Seidenstucker, p. 34-38; Nidanakatha, p. 91 (tr. Rh. D., Buddhist 
Birth Stories, p. 128); Samgamavacarajataka, in Jataka, II, p. 92-94; Dhammapadattha, I, p. 96-105 (tr. Burlingame, 
Buddhist Legends, I, p. 217-223); Theragatha, v. 157-158 (tr. Rh. D., Brethren, p. 126-127); Manoratha, I, p. 315-318. 
Sanskrit sources: Saundarananda by Asvaghosa, ed. and tr. E. H. Jehnston, Oxford-London, 1928-1932; 
Avadanakalpalata, no. X: Sundarlmanadavadana, I, p. 308-351. 

Chinese sources: P'ou yao king, T 186, k. 8, p. 536b-c; Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, k. 56, p. 911 b-914b (tr. Beal, 
Romantic Legend, p. 369-378); Tsa pao tsang king, T 203 (no. 96), k. 24, p.739b-740a; Che kia p'ou, T 2040, k. 2, p. 59c- 
61b (which repeats the P'ou yao king). 

Tokharian sources: Sieg and Soegling, Tocharische Sprachreste, no. 89-143, p. 51-74. 

Iconographical: Gandhara: Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, I, p. 464-473, fig. 234-238. - Amaravatl: Burgess', The 
Buddhist Stupas of Amaravatl and Jaggayyapeta, pi. XLI, 5; A. Foucher, Les sculptures d'Amaravati, RAA, V, 1928, p. 
22, pi XI, 1; A. K. Coomaraswamy, Rupam, nos. 38-39 (April-July, 1929), p. 73, fig. 5. - Nagarjunikonda: J. Ph. Vogel: 
The Man in the Well and some other subjects illustrated at N., RAA, XI, 1937, p. 115-118, pi. XXXIV-XXXV. - Ajanta, 
cave XVI. 

Nanda was known for his beauty; he had a golden-colored body, possessed thirty marks of the Great Man, and his height 
was only four fingers less than that of the Buddha. These benefits were the reward for his earlier merits. See below, k. 4, 
p. 92a. 
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At that time^ , the Buddha, having come out of samadhi, set out to walk followed by Lo heou lo 
(Rahula). The Buddha asked Rahula: "Why are you so thin ( krsa )?" Rahula replied with this stanza: 


243 xhis story is drawn from the Sarvastivadin Vinaya, Che song liu, T 1435, k. 61, p. 463c-464a: The Buddha was 
dwelling at Sravastl. A vaisya invited the Buddha and the samgha to dine at this house the next day. The Buddha accepted 
by remaining silent. The vaisya, having understood that the Buddha had accepted, was silent, arose, prostrated at the feet 
of the Buddha and returned home. During the night, he prepared all sorts of food. Early the next morning, he arranged the 
seats and sent a messenger to the Buddha to say: "The meal is ready. The Sage knows the time." The samgha with their 
robes and begging bowls ( patracTvaram adaya ) entered the home of the vaisya, but the Buddha remained at the 
monastery ( vihara ) to take his meal. The vaisya, seeing the samgha well-seated, proceeded with the ablutions, placed 
abundant and excellent morsels before the elders ( sthavira), but to the recently ordained monks ( navabhiksu ) and novices 
(sramanera ) he distributed only rice (sail) cooked for 16 days, a nasty sesame soup (him ma = tila) and cooked 
vegetables. Having given the vaisyas and the samgha abundant and excellent dishes, he proceeded to the [second] 
ablutions, took a low seat and sat down in the midst of the samgha to hear the Dharma. When the sthavira Sariputra had 
preached the sermon, he arose and went away. At that time, Rahula was still a novice. Having eaten, he went to the 
Buddha, prostrated at his feet and sat down at one side. Buddhas have the custom of asking, after the bhiksus have had 
their meal, whether the food was sufficient. And so the Buddha asked Rahula: "Was the samgha's meal sufficient?" 
Rahula replied: "For those who had it, it was enough; for the others, it was not enough." The Buddha asked: "Why do you 
say that?" Rahula answered: "Before the vaisyas and the elders they placed abundant and excellent morsels, but to the 
recently ordained monks and the novices they gave only rice cooked for sixteen days, a nasty sesame soup and boiled 
vegetables." At that time, Rahula was thin and weak. The Buddha, knowing that, asked Rahula: "Why are you so thin and 
weak?" Rahula answered with this stanza: 

He who eats oil ( taila) gains strength; 

He who eats butter ( ghrta ) gains fine color; 

He who eats sesame and bad vegetables has neither color nor strength. 

The Buddha, god among gods, ought to know that. 

The Buddha, who knew it, asked Rahula: "In this community, who is the elder?" Rahula replied: "It is the upadhyaya 
Sariputra." The Buddha said: "The bhiksu Sariputra does not have the right to eat [better than the others]." When the 
ayusmat Sariputra heard that the Buddha had said that he did not have the right to eat, he vomited up his food and went 
away. Until the end of his life, he refused every invitation to dine and every gift to the samgha. He accepted only food 
that he begged. The prominent people and the vaisyas nevertheless wished to offer meals to the community. Wanting to 
have Sariputra amongst them, they said to the Buddha: "We would like the Buddha to order Sariputra to accept our 
invitations again." The Buddha answered them: "Do not ask that Sariputra accept your invitations again. Sariputra has a 
[stubborn] nature. He keeps what he has accepted and abandons what he has rejected. Sariputra will not go to your house. 
The stubborn nature that he has now, he had fonnerly. Listen: Many generations ago, the king of the realm was bitten by 
a poisonous snake. A master who could cure venomous bites performed the cho k'ie lo (ccigala ) conjuration and forced 
the venomous snake to come; having previously prepared a large fire, he said to the snake: "Do you prefer to enter the fire 
or to swallow your venom?" The poisonous snake thought thus: "Since my saliva is exhausted, what use is my life to me? 
This is why, in regard to your proposal that I take back what I have spit out, I will not swallow it back, I prefer to die in 
the fire." Having thought thus, it threw itself into the fire. - The Buddha said to the assembled people: "That snake is now 
Sariputra. In his past lives, this man kept what he had accepted and abandoned what he had rejected. Now he does the 
same." 


112 



Whoever eats oil ( taila ) gains strength; 

Whoever eats butter ( ghrta ) gains good color; 

Whoever eats bad vegetables has neither color nor strength. 

The venerable Buddha should know that. 

The Buddha asked Rahula: "Who is the Elder ( sthavira ) in this community?" Rahula replied: "It is the 
upddhydya Sariputra. "244 jhe Buddha said: "Sariputra eats impure food (, avisuddahara )." Then Sariputra 
who had returned and had heard these words, immediately spit up his food and made the following oath: 
"Starting from today. [71a] I will no longer accept any invitations ( adhyesand )." Then king Po sseu ni 
(Prasenajit) and the dyusmat Siu ta to (Sudatta)-^ went to Sariputra and said: "The Buddha does not 
accept invitations without reason. Venerable Sariputra also does not accept invitations. How will we lay 
people ( avaddtavasana ) acquire the great purity of faith ( sraddhdvisuddhi )?" Sariputra answered: "My 
great teacher, the Buddha, has said that I eat impure food. Henceforth I will accept no further invitations." 
Then Prasenajit approached the Buddha and said to him: "The Buddha never accepts any invitations and 
neither does Sariputra. How will our minds gain great faith ( sraddhd )? We would like the Buddha to order 
Sariputra to accept invitations again." The Buddha replied: "Decisions are firm with Sariputra. It is not 
possible to change them." Then, [to explain Sariputra's stubbornness], the Buddha cited this episode from 
one of his previous lives (jdtakaniddna ): 

"Once there was a king who was bitten by a poisonous snake ( sarpa ). As the king was going to die, doctors 
were called to cure the poison. The physicians said: "The snake itself must swallow the very last drop [of 
poison that it has injected]." Then, with the help of magical formulas ( mantra ), the doctors brought to the 
king the snake that had bitten him and, gathering kindling, they started a fire and ordered the snake to 
swallow its poison or else to enter into the fire. The snake said to itself: "How could I swallow the poison 
that previously I spit out? I prefer death!" Thinking this, it persisted in its decision and entered into the fire. 
This snake was none other than Sariputra: from age to age, his decisions have been firm ( dhruva ) and 
unchangeable (cicala)." 


The same story occurs in the Wen fen liu, Mahlsasaka Vinaya, T 1421, k. 29, but in two separate sections. The complaint 
of Rahula to the Buddha is told on p. 179b-c, whereas the apologue of the snake that threw itself into the fire is on p. 
173c. The latter has been translated in Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 349-350. 

The Visavantajataka of the Pali collection (Jataka no. 69, I, p. 310) also mentions the apologue of the snake as proof of 
Sariputra's stubbornness, but the introduction is quite different: Some people had brought wheat cakes to the monastery 
and when the monks who were assembled there had eaten some, it was proposed to keep the remainder for those who 
were absent. And so it was done. But a young colleague of Sariputra who came late did not receive his share because 
Sariputra had eaten it. In his confusion, Sariputra swore never to eat wheat cakes again ( ito patthaya pittakhadaniyam na 
khddissdmi). To give an example of Sariputra's stubbornness, the Buddha then told the story of the snake, the Pali text of 
which follows: Ante Bdranasiyam Brahmcidatto rajjarn.... ma kaiici vihethelnti vissajjesi. 

Indeed it was Sariputra who had ordained Rahula (Vinaya, I, p. 82) and had initiated him into the ascetic practices 
(Maharahulovadasutta in Majjhima, I, p. 421 sq. and Tseng ti a han, T 123, k. 7, p. 581c). 

245 Elsewhere called Anathapindada. 
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In his turn, the dyusmat Pi ling k'ia p'o ts'o (Pilindavatsa) always suffered from eye disease. To beg his 
food, he usually crossed the Ganges river ( gangd). Having come to the edge of the river, he snapped his 
fingers and said to [the Ganges]: "Vatsala (little slave)! Stop flowing!" Then he crossed the river between 
two walls [of water] and went to beg his food. The goddess of the Ganges went to the Buddha and said: 
"The disciple of the Buddha, Pilindavatsa, always insults me by saying: 'Vatsala, stop flowing.' The 
Buddha said to Pilindavatsa: "Apologize for your fault ( desana kdraniyd ) to the goddess of the Ganges." 
Then Pilindavatsa, joining his palms, said to the goddess of the Ganges: "Vatsala, little slave, don't be 
angry. I confess my fault." Then the great assembly made fun of him: "Why do you still insult her [by 
calling her Vatsala] when you are confessing your fault?" The Buddha said to the goddess of the Ganges: 
"Do you see this Pilindavatsa who, with his palms joined, confesses his fault to you? He apologizes and it 
is not out of malice ( avamdna ) that he calls you this. Know that it is not his fault. For five hundred years, 
this man has always taken birth in a brahmin family; always haughty, he has reviled other men. He has 
retained the language he formerly used, but his heart is free of scorn. "246 

Thus, although they have destroyed the fetters ( samyojana ), the arhats still keep the traces ( vdsand ). But 
the Buddha Bhagavats, whether their arms are slashed with a knife or whether they are anointed with 
sandalwood oil ( candana ), do not blink an eye and their heart is as free of hatred ( dvesa ) as it is of love 
(i anunaya ), for they [71b] have definitively effaced all traces of [the passions]. 

The brahmani Tchan tcho (Cinca) with her wooden disc slandered the Buddha and in the midst of the great 
assembly ( mahdsamgha ) said to him: "You have made me pregnant. Why do you pitilessly refuse me 
clothing (vastra) and food ( dhdra )?" She did this shamelessly ( Jajjd ) to deceive the others. The five 
hundred brahmin masters at once raised their hands and shouted: "That is true, we know this affair." The 
Buddha did not change color at this event and did not redden with shame. When this trick was discovered, 
the earth trembled and the devas honored the Buddha by overwhelming him with praise and with flowers. 
But when the devas glorified the Buddha's qualities, he did not take on the appearance of joy.247 When the 


246 p ro bable source: Mo ho seng k'i liu, T 1425, k. 30, p. 467c. - In the Pali sources, it is the monks, his colleagues, 
whom Pilindavatsa addresses as slaves ( vasala ). Cf. Udana, III, 6, p. 28-29 (tr. Seidenstiicker, p. 43); Dhammapadattha, 
IV, p. 181-182 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, III, p. 300-301); Manoratha, I, p. 276-278. Here is the story in the Udana: evam 
me swam, ekam samayam bhagavd Rdjagahe.... brdhmano so samano bhikkhu 'ti. 

747 According to the Dhammapadattha, wishing to damage the Buddha's reputation, the heretical scholars went to a 
young nun of their sect, Cinca, who pretended to go and spend the nights at the monastery of the Buddha and declare to 
anyone who wanted to listen that she had shared Gautama's room. She went so far as to fake pregnancy by wrapping her 
belly in linens (pilotika ), and then attaching a wooden plate (ddrumandalika) to her belly. She entered the assembly 
where the Buddha was in the process of preaching the Dharma and bitterly reproached him for abandoning her and having 
no interest in the baby that was about to be born. The Buddha remained calm: "Whether what you say is true or false, 
sister, you and I are the only ones who know." At the same moment, Indra appeared accompanied by four devaputras. The 
latter transformed themselves into four mice ( musika ) and gnawed the cords that held up the wooden disc. The dropping 
down of the disc uncovered Cinca's trick who fled in shame, pursued by the crowd. The earth opened up under her steps, 
fire enveloped her completely and she fell into the depths of hell. - The other versions of this story show considerable 
differences. Cinca manavikd , also called Chandamanci, the proud, or the Woman with many tongues, is sometimes a 
heretic nun, disciple of Kesakambala, sometimes a delinquent Buddhist nun. In some sources, she suffers no punishment, 
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Buddha ate oats (yava ), he expressed no angcr-4^ but when the king of the gods offered him food of one 
hundred flavors (,ahara satarasasampanna) [as compensation], he felt no joy.^49 


in others she falls into hell; in one story, she is condemned to be burned, but the Buddha intercedes for her and she is 
simply banished. Cf. Dhammapadattha, III, p. 178-183 (Burlingame, Legends, III, p. 19-23; Kern, Histoire, I, p. 161-164; 
Jataka, III, p. 298; IV, , p. 187-189; Apadana, I, p. 299; Itivuttaka Comm. I, p. 69; Udana Comm., p. 263 sq.; Cheng king, 
T 154 (no. 9), k.l, p. 76a-b; Hing k'i hing king, T 197 (no. 8), k. 2, p. 170c; Pen k'i king, T 199, p. 201cl9; Ta pao tsi 
king, T 310, k. 28, p. 154cl8; P'ou sa tc'ou t'ai king, T 384, k. 7, p. 1055c; Ken pen chouo... yao che, T 1448, k. 18, p. 
95b; Fa hien tchouan, T 2085 (tr. Legge, p. 60); Hiuan-tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 6, p. 900a (tr. Beal, II, p. 9; tr. Watters, 
Travels, I, p. 392). 

According to some theories opposed by the Mpps, the slander of Cinca was one of the punishments of the nine sins of the 
Buddha, cf. below, k. 9, p. 121c. 

See L. Feer, Cinca-mdnavikd Sundan. JA, Mar.-April, 1897, p. 288-317. 

-48 in the twelfth year of his ministry, the Buddha was visited by a brahmin called Veranja in the Pali soutces, or more 
often Agnidatta in the Chinese sources. He wanted to know why the Buddha did not bow to the aged monks and, having 
asked a series of questions, he invited the Buddha and his monks to spend the rainy season at Veranja (cf. Vinaya, III, p. 
1-6; Anguttara, IV, p. 173-179; Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 157), k. 40, p. 679b-680b). When the Buddha, accompanied by 
500 monks, went to Veranja, the brahmin who was at the same time the king of that region, did not receive him in his 
palace. He was too busy with his pleasures and, according to some sources, Mara had disturbed his mind. As there was a 
famine occurring at that time, the monks returned with empty bowls from their alms round. Some horse dealers 
(asvavanij -) gave them some oats ( ma me), according to the Chinese expression, "dry grain measured in patthas" 
(patthapatthamulaka ) according to the Pali sources. For three months the monks were satisfied with this coarse food, but 
when the Buddha ate it, the gods gave flavor (oja) to each mouthful that he took. At the end of three months, the Buddha 
gave notice of his departure to Veranja or Agnidatta. The latter excused himself for his lack of hospitality, offered the 
monks a grand feast and gave a gift to each of them. - According to the Upadana, the Buddha was condemned to eating 
the oats for three months because in the course of one of his previous existences, at the time of the Buddha Phussa, he 
forbade monks to eat rice and had advised them to eat oats. 

This story occurs in many texts but with notable differences. - Pali sources: Vinaya, II, 1-11 (tr. Horner, I, p. 1-1); 
Dhammapadattha, II, p. 153-157 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, II, p. 193-194); Cullasukajataka (Jataka 430, III, p. 494-495; 
Apadana, I, p. 300, v. 25-26; Milinda, p. 231; Samantapasadika, I, p. 176 sq.; Suttanipata Comm., I, p. 154; Udana 
Comm., p. 265. - Chinese sources: In the Vinayas, Che song liu, T 1435, k. 26, p. 187b-189a; Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 1, 
p. 1-2; Sseu fen liu. T 1328, k. 1, p. 568c-569c; Ken pen chouo... yao che, T 1448, k. 18, p. 96a-13-14. See also Ta fang 
pien fo pao ngen king, T 156, k. 3, p. 137a6-7; Tchong pen k'i king, T 196 (no. 15), k. 2, P. 162c-163c; Hing k'i hing 
king, T 197 (no. 9), k. 2, p. 172a-c; Ratnakuta in Ta pao tsi king, T 310, k. 28, p,154c20-21; P'ou sa tch'ou t'ai king, T 
384, k. 7, p. 1056a; Ta tche tou louen, T 1509, k. 9, p. 121c; k. 27, p. 261a; k. 38, p. 341b; King liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 5, 
p. 20a-c. 

The same brahmin appears again in another anecdote which we will meet later (Mpps, k. 22, p. 225a-b). For two days in a 
row, a brahmin filled the Buddha's bowl; the third day, he lost patience. The Buddha in several stanzas praised the 
continuity of generosity; the brahmin filled his bowl again once, but the Buddha refuses food given to him as a result of a 
sermon. As nobody else could eat it, the brahmin threw it into the river which began to boil immediately. Struck by this 
miracle, he became a believer. The Mpps, which places this second story in SravastI in the house of the brahmin P'o lo 
touo che or Bharadvaja (the name of a famous brahmin clan; cf. Malalasekara, II, p. 373), seems to take its information 
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[The Buddha] is single-minded ( ekacitta ), without duality ( advaya ). In all things, whatever they may be, 
food and drink ( ahara ), robes and clothing (patavasana ), beds and seats ( saydsana ), praise and blame 
(varnanavijrmbha ), mistrust and respect (vitandanagaurava), the Buddha's mind remains indifferent. It is 
like pure gold which, even when burned, melted, beaten or polished, shows no increase or decrease. [On 
the contrary], the arhats, although they have broken the bonds (bandhana) and have found the Path, still 
retain the traces ( vdsana) [of the passions]; this is why they cannot be called Bhagavat. 

Question. - Bhagavat is one name, but the Buddha has other epithets. 

Answer. - Since the qualities ( guna) of the Buddha are innumerable ( apramdna ), his epithets also are 
innumerable. These epithets include all his glory, for people understand it in many ways. The Buddha 
possesses still other names: he is called Tathagata, etc. 

TATHAGATA 250 


from the partial translation of the Samyuktagama, T 100 (no. 80), k. 4, p. 401 b-c, where the brahmin is also called P'o lo 
t'ou cho (Bharadvaja). - On the other hand, in the complete translation of the Samyuktagama, T 99 (no. 1157), k. 42, p. 
308 a-b, the hero of the story is the brahmin Houo yu (86; 134 and 8) from Rajgrha. Now Houo yu is the literal translation 
of Agnidatta, the name of the brahmin from Veranja. - Finally, in the corresponding passage in the Pali Samyutta, I, p. 
174-174, the same brahmin is called Udaya. The result of all this is that Bharadvaja, Agnidatta-Veranja and Udaya are all 
one; Buddhaghosa has already noticed this, and he notes in his Samantapasadika, I, p. Ill, that the real name of the 
brahmin was Udaya but that he was called Veranja because he was born and lived in Veranja. 

In short, the brahmin who, at Veranja, forced the Buddha to eat oats and who, at SravastI or at Rajagrha, ended up by 
filling his bowl three times, had, as his personal name Udaya, as the name of his clan, Bharadvaja, as his surname, 
Veranja (because he was bom and lived in Veranja), and was called Agnidatta (because as brahmin, he worshipped fire). 
Finally, we note that the Mahavastu (III, p. 108, 1. 17-109, 1. 4) puts into the mouth of Udayln the stanzas addressed to 
Udaya in the Samyutta, I, p. 174, which is probably an error. 

249 yjjg g 0C j s often augmented the nutritive value (oja) of the Buddha's food, cf. Milinda, p. 231: sabbakalam, bhante 

Nagasena . patte akianti. And the Milinda remembers that they maintained Buddha's health in this way at Veranja. See 

also Majjhima, I, p. 245; Lalitavistara, p. 264, where the gods suggest to the Bodhisattva that they introduce strength 
through his pores: te romakupair ojahprakshepsyamah. 

250 Eight explanations in Buddhaghosa, Sumaiigala, I, p. 59-67. Many attempts at interpretation by recent writers. E. W. 
Hopkins, Buddha as Tathagata, J. Philol., 1911, p. 205-209, mentions the epic use of tathagata, "in so (grievous) a 
condition", “as good as dead", "dead". - R. Chalmers, Tathagata, JRAS, 1898, p.113-115, comments that this epithet is 
not applied solely to the Buddha. - Rhys Davids, Dialogues, I, p. 73, II, p. 1, notes the confusion that exists between the 
two concepts, Buddha and Arhat. - R. O. Franke, WZKM, IX, P. 347, n. 1; first translates "zur Wahrheit gelangt"; but in 
his study on the Tathagata ( DTghanikdya in Auswahl, Gottingen, 1913, p. 287-301): "der so Gegangene", "derjenige, der 
diesen Weg zuriickgelegt hat". - C. Rhys Davids, Manual of Psychological Ethics, London, 1923, p. 270: "he who has 
won truth". In her Manual of Buddhism for Advanced Students, London, 1932, p. 116, she remarks that at the beginning, 
Tathagata does not designate Sakyamuni particularly, but any disciple whatsover. - M. Walleser, Zur Herkunft des Wortes 
Tathagata, Taisho Gakuho, Apr. 1930, p. 21-33: Tathagata according to Buddhaghosa's interpretation (which glosses 
sattva) means "Mensch" or "Lebewesen" in common language, and it is better translated by "Wiedergekerter" or 
"Vollendeter". - L. de La Vallee Poussin, Dogme et Philosophic, Paris, 1930, p. 169: In classical Buddhism, the Buddha is 
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Why is he called To t'o a k'ie t'o ( tathagata )? 

1. He preaches the natures of the dharmas ( dharmalaksana ) in the way ( tathd ) that he has understood 
(gata) them. 

2. In the way that the [previous] Buddhas have gone by the path of safety (yogaksemamdrga ), thus (tathd) 
the [actual] Buddha is going (gata) and will not go on to new existences ( punarbhava ). 2 ^1 


ARHAT 252 

The Buddha is also called A lo ho (arhat). Why is he called Arhat? 

1. Ara means enemy (ari) and hat means to kill (han). The expression therefore means "killer of 
enemies". 2 ^ 2 Some stanzas say: 

The Buddha has patience (ksdnti) as his armor (varman). 

Energy (vuya) as his helmet (sirsaka), 

Discipline (sfla) as his great steed (mahdsva), 

Dhydna as his bow (dhanus), 


Wisdom (prajna) as his arrows (sara). 

Outwardly, he destroys the army of Mara (mdrasena). 
Inwardly, he destroys the passions ( klesa ), his enemies. 
He is called Arhat. 


qualified as arhat, but the word arhat also designates the disciple who has acquired sainthood. On the other hand, the 
disciple, the arhat, is never qualified as Buddha. - E. J. Thomas, Tathagata and Tathdgaya , BSOS, VIII, p. 781-788: The 
words Tathagata, arhat, are prior to Sakyamuni and Buddhism. Tathagata is the Sanskritization of a Prakrit fonn that has 
nothing to do with tathd and gata. Prior to the Singhalese etymologists, there was no thought of explaining, by way of 
Sanskrit or Pali, these words which are perhaps aryan. - The Chinese and Tibetan traditions of the epithet ’Tathagata" also 
merit attention. For the Chinese equivalents, U. Wogihara, Etymology and Meaning of the word Tathagata (in Japanese), 
Taisho Daigaku Gakuho, Apr. 1930; for the Tibetan equivalents, F. O. Schrader, On some Tibetan Names of the Buddha, 
IHQ, IX, 1933, p.16-48. 

Cf. Sumangala, I, p. 60-62 (second explanation). 

Cf. Buddhaghosa's explanations. Sumangala, I, p. 146; Visuddhimagga, I, p. 198: Tattha drakatta armam.... Bhagava 
arahan ti veditabbo " Because he is far away (draka) [from the passions], because he has destroyed the enemies (ari) [i.e., 
the passions], because he has broken the spokes (ara) [of the wheel of existence], because he is worthy (araha) of 
receiving the necessities, because he stays apart from evil actions, for all these reasons the Blessed One is called 
Arahant." See also Majjhima, I, p. 280; Anguttara, IV, p. 145. 

cf Visuddhimagga, p. 198: Te ca anena kilesarayo maggena hata ti armam hatattdpi arahatn. 
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2. Furthermore, A marks negation and rahat means 'to be born'. The expression means, therefore, "unborn". 
The seeds (bija) of the mind of the Buddha ( buddhacitta ) 'do not arise' in the field of rebirths 
(punarbhavaksetra ), for ignorance ( avidyd ) in him has been dissolved. 

3. Finally, Arhat means worthy ( arhat ) of receiving worship (puja ). The fetters ( samyojana ) have been cut 
in the Buddha, he has attained omniscience ( sarvajnata ); therefore he merits receiving the worship of 
beings in heaven and on earth. This is [71c] why the Buddha is called Arhat. “54 


SAMYAKSAMBUDDHA 

Fie is also called San miao san fo t'o ( samyaksambuddha ). Why? 

1. Samyak means perfectly, sam means fully, and budh means understanding. The expression thus means 
"Fie who understands all dharmas perfectly and completely". “55 

Question. - Flow does he understand perfectly and fully? 

Answer. - 

Fie understands suffering ( duhkha ) as suffering (, duhkhalaksana ), 

Fie understands the origin (samudaya) as origin. 

Fie understands cessation (; nirodha ) as cessation. 

Fie undertands the Path ( mdrga ) as the Path. 

Therefore he is called Samyaksambuddha. 

2. Furthermore, he knows that all the dharmas are truly unchangeable ( abhedya ), without increase or 
decrease. Why are they unchangeable? When the functioning of the mind ( cittapravrtti ) is stopped ( sthita) 
and destroyed ( niruddha ), when the path of speech ( abhildpamdrga ) is cut, he understands that dharmas 
are motionless (acala)^*, like nirvana itself. This is why he is called Samyaksambuddha. 

3. Finally, the languages ( adhivacana ) of all the universes ( lokadhatu ), the ten directions ( dasadis ), the 
languages of beings ( sattva ) in the six destinies (gad), the history of previous lives ( purvajanmanidana ) of 
beings and their birthplaces ( utpddasthdna ) in future generations ( andgatajanma ), the natures of the mind 
(cittalaksana) of all beings in the ten directions, their fetters ( samyojana ), their roots of good ( kusalamula) 


“54 ibid., p. 201: Aggadakkhineyyatta ca civaradipaccaye.... na te annattha pujam karonti. - This is the only valid 
etymological explanation. 

“55 Cf. Visuddhimagga, p. 201: samma samciii ca sabbadhammanampana buddhatta sammasambuddho. 

256 ]j now (bat the Mahayana schools equate samsara and nirvana. Cf. Madh. vrtti, XXV, v. 19-20, p. 535 
(Stcherbatsky, Buddhist Nirvana, p. 205; Lav., Madhyamaka, MCB, II, 1933, p. 29; Lankavatara, p. 42,; 
Madhyantavibhanga, p. 160; Samgraha, p. 127, 265. 
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and their outcome ( nihsarana ): all the dharmas of this kind he knows in detail .-^ This is why he is called 
Samyaksambuddha. 


VIDYACARANASAMPANNA 

He is also called Pi tch'e tcho lo na san pan na (vidydcaranasampanna), i.e., endowed with knowledges 
(vidya ) and practices ( carana ).-^8 why is he called thus? 

The three knowledges (vidya) are: 1) the memory of former existences ( purvanivdsdnusmrti ), 2) the divine 
eye ( divyacaksus ), 3) the destruction of the impurities (dsravaksaya) 2 ^ 9. 

Question. -What differernce is there between the superknowledges (abhijna) and the knowledges 
(vidya)? 260 

Answer. - The abhijna knows the previous past existences ( atftapurvajanma ), the vidya knows the past 
actions (atitakarman) that are the cause. - The abhijna knows that such and such a being will die here and 
be reborn there, the vidya recognizes [in these deaths and rebirths] the unfailing result of the actions 
(carita) that are its cause (hetupratyaya). - The abhijna knows that [such and such a being] has destroyed 
the fetters (samyojana), but does not know if he will be reborn again or will never be reborn again; the 
vidya knows that once the impurities (dsravaksaya) have been destroyed, one is no longer reborn. These 
three vidyas [are not the prerogative exclusively of the Buddha]; they are also attained by the great arhats 
and the great pratyekabuddhas. 

Question. - If that is so, how are they different from the Buddhas? 

Answer. - Although they have these three vidyas, their knowledge is not complete ( paripurna). In the 
Buddhas, the knowledge is complete: that is the difference. 

Question. - What is incomplete knowledge (aparipurna vidya)? What is complete knowledge (paripurna 
vidya)? 

Anwer. - By means of their knowledge of previous existences ( purvanivdsdnusmrtijndna ), the arhats and 
pratyekabuddhas know themselves and know others in an incomplete way only. Some arhats remember 


’ 2 - > 7 The Buddha derives these consciousnesses from his abhijnas. There is a short bibliography of the abhijnas in 
Samgraha. 

258 Cf.Visuddhimagga, p. 202: Vijjdhipana caranena ca sampannatta vijjacaranasampanno. For the three vijja, it refers 
to the Bhayabheravasutta (Majjhima, I, p. 22) and for the eight vijja to the Ambatthasutta (DIgha, I, p. 100). - For the 
dvandva vijjacarana , DIgha, III, p. 97, 98, 237: Samyutta, I, p. 153, 166; II, p. 284; V, p. 197; Anguttara, II, p. 163; IV, p. 
238; V, p. 237; Suttanipata, v. 163, 289, 442. 

--*9 These are the three vidyas acquired during the three watches under the Bodhi tree: DIgha, III, p. 220, 275; Majjhima, 
I, p. 22, 248; Anguttara, V, p. 211. The Kosa, VII, p. 108, defines them: asaiksi purve.... 

dsravaksayajndnasdksdtkriydvidyd. 

-60 Acording to the Kosa, VII, p. 108, among the six abjinas cited by these sutras (e.g., DIgha, III, p. 281), the last three 
are vidyas: the memory of previous existences, the divine eye and the destruction of the impurities. 
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one, two or three generations, [72a] ten, a hundred, a thousand or ten thousand kalpas, even 80,000 kalpas, 
but beyond that, their memory stops and they know no more. This is why they do not have the complete 
knowledge of the divine eye ( divyacaksurvidya ). [Their knowledge] of future generations (, anagatajanma ) 
likewise [is imperfect]. On the other hand, the Buddha knows the time of arising ( utpdda ), duration ( sthiti) 
and cessation ( bhanga ) contained in a single moment ( ekaksana ), the time of arising of the fetters 
( samyojana ), the time of their duration and the time of their cessation. He knows which fetters are cut 
during the stage of patient acceptance of suffering ( duhkhe dharmaksanti) and the patient acceptance of the 
cognition of suffering ( duhkhe dharmaksantih). He knows that by freeing oneself thus from the fetters 
(samyojanavimocana ), liberation of conditioned dharmas ( samskrtadharma) is obtained in such and such a 
place, and liberation of unconditioned dharmas ( asamskrtadharma) is obtained in another place, and so on 
up to the patient acceptance similar to the Path (, mdrgopamaksanti ) and the fifteen mind-moments of the 
path of seeing the truths ( satyadarsanamarga ).^61 All of this is unknown to the sravakas and the 
pratyekabuddhas because their time is limited. It is thus that the Buddha knows the history ( niddna ) of past 
beings ( atitasattva ) and the [moment of the] destruction of their impurities ( dsravaksaya ). He knows the 
future ( andgata ) and the present ( pratyutpanna ) in the same way. This is why he is said to be "endowed 
with the knowledges and the practices." 

By practices ( carana) we mean here physical and vocal acts kKdyavdkkarman ).^62 p or the Buddha alone, 
physical and vocal acts are perfect (sampanna )^^; in all others, they present faults. He is therefore called 
Vidyacaranasampanna. 


261 The Path proper is the path of abandonment of the passions ( prahanamarga ). It begins with the Path of seeing 
( darsansmdrga ) consisting of the understanding ( abhisamaya ) of the four truths. It is composed of sixteen thoughts, four 
thoughts for each truth. Let us take as example the cognition of the truth of suffering ( duhkhasatya ). At the first moment, 
the arya takes hold of the truth of the suffering of kamadhatu by means of a patient acceptance called duhkhe 
dharmaksanti. At the second moment, he cognizes this same truth by means of a knowledge called duhkhe dharmajhana. 
By this very fact, he cuts the possession (prdpti ) of a certain category of afflictions ( klesa ), then he takes possession of the 
destruction of these afflictions. At the third and the fourth moments, through a new patient acceptance and a new 
knowledge, he takes hold of and then grasps the truth of the suffering of rupa- and arupyadhatu, and expels, in two times, 
the category of afflictions relative to them. The same exercise is repeated four times for the other three truths, which 
makes a total of sixteen moments, involving a total of eight patient acceptances and eight knowledges. At the sixteenth 
moment, the arya obtains the fruit of entry into the stream ( srotadpatti ); he is assured of arriving at liberation. But before 
attaining nirvana, he must still travel the Path of meditation ( bhdvanamdrga ) and destroy the passions which the seeing of 
the truths had not been able to extirpate. - For further details, see Lav., Note sommaire sur le Chemin , Kosa, V, p. IV-XI; 
Notes sur le chemin du Nirvana, Bull, de la Cl. des Lettres de l'Ac. Roy. de Belgique, 1924, p. 282-296; 1925, p. 15-34; 
Morale, p. 93-117. 

262 gy carana ^ the Visuddhimagga, p. 202, means: discipline ( silasamvara ), sense restraint ( indriyesu guttadvarata), 
moderation in eating (bhojane mattanhuta), vigilant zeal (jagariyanuyoga ), the seven virtues ( satta saddahmmd, cf. 
Aiiguttara, IV, p. 3-7) and the four dhyanas of the material realm ( cattari rupdvacarajjhdndni). 

263 g ee below, k. 26, p. 247b-c: the physical, vocal and mental acts of the Buddha are preceded by knowledge and are in 
conformity with knowledge ( sarvakdyavdgmanaskarma jhdnapurvamgama jndnanuparivarti). This is one of the 18 
special attributes of the Buddha ( avenika buddhadharma). 
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SUGATA 264 


He is also called Sieou k'ie t'o ( sugata ). Su means 'good' and gata means either 'to go' or 'speaking' (gad). 
Therefore the expression means the 'Well-gone' or the 'Well-spoken'. 

The Buddha has transcended by all kinds of deep concentrations ( gambhira samddhi) and numberless great 
wisdoms (apramana mahdprajna). Thus a stanza says: 

The Buddha has omniscience ( sarvajndna ) as his chariot. 

By means of the eightfold noble Path, he has gone to nirvana. 

This is why he is called Sugata, well-gone. 

2. He is Sugata, well-spoken, because he preaches the doctrine according to the true nature ( satyalaksana) 
of the dharmas and without being attached ( abhinivesa ) to the doctrine. Taking into account the degree of 
wisdom ( prajndbala ) of his disciples, he uses every skillful means (updya) and the power of his 
superknowledges ( abhijnd ) to convert them (parinama). He alone knows who can be saved, who is sick or 
weakened, what each one needs to be saved, to whom it is suitable to preach generosity (ddna) or 
discipline ( sfla ) or nirvana, to whom he can expound the system ( dharma ) of the five elements 
(pancaskandha ), the twelve causes ( dvddasahetupratyaya) or the four truths (caturdryasatya), etc., in order 
to introduce them into the Path. 

It is under aspects such as these that he knows the extent of knowledge (jndnabala) of his disciples and 
that, consequently, he preaches the doctrine. This is why he is called Sugata, well-spoken. 


LOKAVID 265 

He is also called Lou kia pai (lokavid). Loka means world and vid means to know. The expression thus 
means 'Knower of the world'. 

Question. - How does he know the world? 

Answer. - 1. He knows two kinds of worlds: (i) the animate world (sattvaloka), (ii) the inanimate world 
(i asattvaloka ) in their true nature ( satyalaksana ). He knows the world (loka), its cause (hetu), its destruction 
(nirodha) and the supraworldly Path (lokottaramdrga). 


2 ^ 4 Four explanations in Visuddhimagga, p. 203: Sobhanagamanatta sundaram thanam gatatta sammagatatta samma ca 
gadatta Sugato. "He is Sugata because his path is noble, because he goes to a good place, because his walk is correct, and 
because he speaks (gad) correctly," 

265 visuddhimagga, p. 204: Sabbatha pi viditalokattd pana Lokavidu. The Buddha knows the world of the formations 
(sankharaloka), the world of beings (sattaloka) and the world of space (okasaloka) with all their subdivisions. 
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2. Furthermore, his knowledge of the world is not like conventional knowledge (samvrtijnana) or like 
heretical knowledge ( tirthikajnana ); he knows that the world is suffering (, duhkha ) because it is transitory 
(i anitya ), and non-substantial ( anatmaka ) because it is suffering. 

3. Finally, he knows that the world by its nature is neither eternal ( sdsvata ) nor non-eternal ( asdsvata ), 
neither finite ( antavat) nor infinite ( ananta ), neither changing (c yuta) nor unchanging ( acyuta ). Fie is not 
attached ( abhinivisate ) to such characteristics ( laksana ). Pure ( visuddha ), eternal ( nitya ), unalterable 
(i avipranasa ), [the world] is like space ( dkdsasama ). This is why he is called Lokavid. 


ANUTTARA 266 

[72b] Fie is also called ,4 neon to lo (anuttara ), i. e., Without superior. Why is he Anuttara? 

1. Nirvana is the highest dharma. The Buddha alone knows this nirvana; he has not learned it from another. 
Besides, he guides beings and leads them to nirvana. Just as nirvana is without superior among all the 
dharmas, so the Buddha is without superior among beings. 

2. Furthermore, no-one is his equal and, a fortiori, surpasses him in discipline ( sila ), samadhi and wisdom 
( prajna ). This is why he is called Anuttara. 

3. Furthermore, A indicates negation and uttara means refutation. All the systems of the heretics ( tfrthika ) 
can be refuted and destroyed because they are false ( asatya ) and impure ( avisudda ). But the doctrine of the 
Buddha cannot be either refuted or destroyed because it escapes any discussion 
( sarvavivadasamatikranta ); it is true ( satya ) and pure {visuddha). This is why he is called Anuttara. 


P U RU S AD AM Y AS ARATHI 267 

He is also called Fou leou cha t'an miao so lo t'i ( purusadamyasarathi ). Purusha means man, damya 
means to be converted and sdrathi means the leader of a caravan. The expression thus means 'Leader of the 
caravan of men to be converted'. 


266 visuddhimagga, p. 204: ibid., p. 207: Attand panel gunehi visitthatarassa kassaci abhavato natthi etassa uttara ti 
Anuttaro "There is no-one better endowed with qualities than him; no-one surpasses him." 

Visuddhimagga, p. 207: Purisadamme sdreti ti.... pi amanussapurisa pi. According to this explanation, the purusas 
that the Buddha converts are male beings, whether they are animals (tiracchana), human ( mantissa ) or amanusyas. The 
Visudhimagga gives as example some conversions of animals: Apaldla (Divyavadana, p. 348, 385; Samanatapasadika, 
IV, p. 742; Mahavamsa, XXX, v. 84; Hiuan-tsang, tr. Beal, I, p. 122; Fa hien, tr. Legge, p. 29). Culodara and Mahodcira 
(Mahavamsa, I, v. 45 seq; Samanatapasadika, I, p. 120); Aggisikha and Dhumcisikha (Samanatapasadika, I, p. 120); 
Aravdla (Mahavamsa, XII, v. 9-20; Samantapasadika, I, p. 65); Dhanapdlaka (this is the well-known elephant ( Nalcigiri ). 
- Conversions of amanusyas, e.g., Alavaka (Sarattha, I, p. 317; Suttanipata Comm. I, p. 217-240); Suciloma and 
Kharaloma (Samyutta, I, p. 207 seq; Suttanipata, II, 5). Sakka (DIgha, II, p. 263 sq.). 

We will see below that the Mpps gives a broader extension to the word purusa; it sees in it not only 'males' but any 
human being whatsoever, male, female or hermaphrodite. 


122 



1. With his great loving kindness ( mahamaitri ), his great compassion ( mahdkarund ) and his great wisdom 
(mahdjnana) he uses a voice that is sometimes sweet ( saksna ), sometimes harsh ( parusa ), sometimes 
lukewarm (saksnaparusa) so that the caravan ( sdrtha ) does not lose its way.^68 Some stanzas say: 

The doctrine of the Buddha is a chariot, the disciples are the horses, 

The true dharmas are the merchandise, the Buddha is the leader. 

When the horses stray from the path and wander from the way, 

The Buddha corrects them and controls them. 

If they do not spurn his orders, 

He carefully sets them back onto the narrow path. 

But if they are incorrigible, he abandons them. 

This is why he is a peerless leader. 

2. Furthermore, there are five kinds of leaders ( sdrathi ): (i) the law of one’s parents, brothers and sisters 
and the family, (ii) the law of the village head, (Hi) the law of the mandarin. These three laws govern the 
present life, (iv) King Yen lo (Yama) governs the future life, (v) the Buddha ensures the well-being (/ 7 /to) 
[of beings] by present happiness ( ihatrasukha ), future happiness (paratrasukha) and the happiness of 
nirvana (nirvanasukha). This is why he is the supreme leader. People do away with the [first] four laws 
soon enough; they are unable always to observe them. The Buddha governs (tche) men by means of the 
threefold Path ( mdrgatraya ). He never abandons them along the way. Just as the self-nature ( svalaksana) 
of fire ( tejas -) accompanies fire until it is extinguished ( nirodha ), so the Buddha, who procures good 
dharmas ( kusaladharma ) for men, follows them up to their death and does not abandon them. This is why 
the Buddha is called Purusadamyasarathi. 

Question. - The Buddha converts ( vinayati) women (sin) also and makes them fond of the Path. Why is it a 
question of men only [in the name purusadamyasarathi]? 

Answer. - 1. Because men are noble whereas women are lowly, because the woman follows the man and 
because the man [alone] is master of his actions. 

2. Furthermore, women encounter five hindrances ( avarana ): they cannot become cakravartin king, or 
Sakradevaraja, or Maradevaraja, or Brahmadevaraja.269 This is why the Buddha does not say it [here]. 


268 Allusion to Kesisutta of the Anguttara, II, p. 112 (cf. Tsa a han, T 99, no. 923, k. 33, p. 234b-c): Aham kho Kesi.... pi 
vinemi. 

269 ■p[ le source j s Majjhima, III, p. 65-66 (missing in Tchong a han, T 26, k. 47, p. 723; Anguttara, I, p. 28; Vibhanga, p. 
336; Nettipakarana, P. 93: "It is impossible that in the present and the future a woman should become a perfectly 
enlightened arhat (= the Buddha), a cakravartin king, Sakra, Mara or Brahma. That does not happen." (atthanam etam 
anavakaso.... n'etam thanam vijjati). Thus there are five impossibilities for a woman: she cannot be Buddha or cakravartin 
or Sakra (Indra) or Mara or Brahma. 
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3. Finally, if one said that the Buddha is the leader of the caravan of women ( strfsarathi ), this would be 
disrespectful. By saying that he is [the leader of the [72c] caravan] of men, all classes of [human beings] 
are included. When [one says] "The king is coming", one knows that he is not coming alone but is 
accompanied by his retinue ( parivdra )270; in the same way, when one speaks of men ( purusa ), [mentally] 
one includes hermaphrodites ( ubhayavyanjanaka ), asexual beings (, avyanjanaka ) and women (stri). This is 
why [only] men are spoken of [here]. For these reasons the Buddha is called Purusadamyasarathi. 


SASTA DEVAMANUSYANAM271 

Fie is also called Cho to t'i p'o ma neon clw nan (sasta devamanusyanam). Sasta means teacher, deva 
means gods and manusydndm means men (in the genitive case). The expression thus means "Teacher of 
gods and men". Why is he called teacher of gods and men? The Buddha shows [gods and men] what 
should be done and what should not be done, what is good ( kusala ) and what is bad ( akusala ). Those who 
follow his instructions do not abandon the doctrine of the Path and acquire liberation from their passions 
(,kleshavimoksa ) as reward ( vipdka ). Thus he is called Teacher of gods and men. 

Question. - The Buddha [does not save only gods and men]. Fie can save also the beings who have fallen 
into other destinies ( gati ) such as the nagas, the asuras, etc. 272 Why is it said only that he is the teacher of 
gods and men? 

Answer. - 1. The Buddha rarely saves beings belonging to the other destinies, whereas he frequently saves 
those who are reborn among gods and men. [This is why it is said that he only saves gods and men.] Just as 
when a man is white in color, even if he has black stains on his face, he is not described as a negro, 
because the black is insignificant. 


The Saddharmapundarika, p. 264, retains this rule, but modifies its formulation slightly: Panca sthanani stry adyapi.... 
pancamam avaivartikabodhisattvasthanam. There are exceptions to the rule: thus it is known, p. 263, that the daughter of 
Sagara, king of the nagas "is capable of reaching the state of fully accomplished Buddhahood" ( sa samyaksambodhim 
abhisambodhim samartha). 

The Mpps, which is familiar with the case of Sagara's daughter to which it will allude below, (k. 4, p. 92b) sees here the 
impossibility of maintaining the canonical formula in its integral text. As a good exegetist, it resorts to a compromise that 
consists of retaining the textual plan while completely emptying it of its content: it recognizes that a woman encounters 
five impossibilities, but it enumerates only four of them: women cannot be cakravartin, Sakra, Mara or Brahma. 

This omission is deliberate and is not to be explained by a mere omission for, later on (k. 9, p. 125a6), it will say that a 
woman cannot become a cakravartin king or Sakradevendra or Maradevaraja or Brahmadevaraja, but it carefully omits 
saying that she cannot be Buddha. 

270 jjjg same comparison in Atthasalini, p. 67: Ycithd raja dgato.... yeva dgato tipannayati. 

271 cf. Visuddhimagga, p. 208: Ditthadhammikasampardvikaparamatthehi.... c'etam vuttam. 

272 s ee above the examples of conversions among animals and amanusyas. Visuddhimagga, p. 208-209, tells the story of 
the frog Mandaka which, at Campa, was listening to Buddha preaching, when a cowherder, leaning on his stick, crushed 
his head; it was reborn among the Trayastrimsa gods (cf. Vimanavatthu, V, 1; Vimana Comm., p. 216 sq.; Milinda, p. 
350; Samantapasadika, I, p. 121). 
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2. Furthermore, the fetters ( samyojana ) among men ( manusya ) are light and detachment ( nirvedacitta ) is 
easy to attain ( sulabha ). Wisdom ( prajna ) is sharp (tiksna) among the gods. This is why the Path is easily 
found in these two states. This is not the case in the other destinies ( gati ). 

3. Furthermore, by saying ‘gods’, all the heavenly ( svarga) beings are included; by saying ‘men’, all the 
beings on the earth ( prthivi ) are included. Why? Because in the heavens, the gods are the principal 
(i adhimatra ) beings, and on earth, men are the principal beings. Therefore by saying "gods" all the beings 
in the heavens are included, and by saying ‘men’ all the beings on the earth are included. 

4. Furthermore, among men, moral discipline (silasamvara), the path of seeing the truths 
( satyadarsanamarga ), the path of meditation (, bhavanamarga ), and the fruits of the path ( mdrgaphala ) are 
found. In the other destinies, these benefits cannot be found according to some or very rare according to 
others. 

On the other hand, they are easy to obtain and very frequent among gods and men. This is why the Buddha 
is the teacher of gods and men. 

5. Finally, among men, the causes of happiness ( sukhahetu ) are frequently cultivated; among gods, the 
fortunate reward ( sukhavipdka ) is common. The causes [73a] of happiness are all the good dharmas 
(kusaladharma); happiness ( sukha ) is the reward ( vipdka ) of these good dharmas. In destinies [other than 
those of gods and men], the causes of happiness and fortunate reward are rare. This is why the Buddha is 
the teacher of gods and men. 


BUDDHA 273 

He is also called Fo t'o (buddho) [in the language of Ts'in, scholar]. What dharmas does he know? He 
knows all dharmas, past ( atfta ), future ( andgatd ) and present ( pratyutpanna ), animate and inanimate 
(sattvdsattvasamkhyata ), permanent and impermanent ( nitydnitya ). He knew them all completely under the 
bodhi tree ( bodivrksa ). This is why he is called Buddha. 

Quesion. - Other individuals also know all the dharmas, e. g., Mo hi cheou lo (Mahesvara) [in the languag 
of Ts'in, Great Lord]: he has eight arms ( astabhuja ), three eyes ( trinetra, tiyaksa) and he is mounted on a 
white bull (vrsavdhana) [Nandi]. Or also the god Wei nieou (Visnu) [in the language of Ts'in, Pien wen, 
Univeral Eye]: he has four arms ( caturbhuja ), holds a conch (sahkd) and a wheel ( cakra ), and rides a 
golden-winged bird ( garuda ). Or also the god Kieou mo lo (Kumara): he holds a cock ( kukkuta ), a bell 
(ghanta), a red standard ( lohitapatdkd ) and is mounted on a peacock ( sikhigata ).274 


373 The Visuddhimagga, p. 209, gives four explanations of which here is the first: Yam pana kind heyyam nama. 
sabbass' eva buddhatta vimokkhabtikananavasena Buddho. Cf. Mahaniddesa, p. 457-458; Patisambhida, I, p. 174: n'etam 
namam matara katam.... yadidam Buddho ti. - Hobogirin, Butsu, p. 191-192, refers to the definitions of the Mpps, T 1509, 
k. 70, p. 552b; Nirvanasutra, T 375, k. 16, p. 712b; Kosa, I, p. 1; Buddhabhumisastra, T 1530, k. 1, p. 291b; Vibhasa, T 
1545, k. 143, p. 735b; T 1851, k. 20B, p. 864c. 

374 Mahesvara.Visnu and Kumara, that is, Siva, Visnu and Brahma are the gods of the brahmanical trimurti. 
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1) Mahesvara or Siva - Jou ta tch'eng louen, T 1634, k. 2, p. 46b: When one has purified the tenth level, one acquires 
immense and infinite dharanis and upayas, one realizes all the pratisamvids and all the vasitas, one becomes 
Mahesvaradevaputra, one is also the support of all the universes. Question. - Is this Mahesvara of whom you speak the 
same as or different from the Mahesvara [known] in the world? Answer. - This Isvara of the pure abodes ( suddhavasa ) is 
not the Isvara [known] in the world. He has the same name as your Isvara but he is not the same individual. There is a 
Mahesvara of the pure abodes and there is also a demon Mahesvara ( pisacamahesvara ). - Mahesvara and Visnu are often 
mentioned together, e.g., in the Nagarjuna's Madhyamakasastra, T 1564, k. 1, p. lb; Aryadeva's Satasastra, T 1569, k. 1, 
p. 168a (tr. Tucci, Pre-Dinnaga, p. 1; the Kosavyakhya, p. 7. - In his Comm, on the Kosa, T 1821, K. 7, p. 140a, P'ou 
Kouang, in speaking of Rudra, says: Rudra means violent. This is a synonym for Mahesvara. The god Mahesvara has, as 
a whole, a thousand names, but here below in the phenomenal world, he has sixty and Rudra is one of them. The heretics 
T'ou houei (Pamsupata, Pasupata?) say that Isvara transcends the three worlds ( trailokyatikrdnta ) and that he has three 
bodies: (i) a body of the law ( dharmakaya ) which fills the dharmadhatu; (ii) a body of enjoyment ( sambhogakaya ) that 
abides at the summit of the form realm ( rupadhdtu) in the palace of the Isvaradevas. In the Buddhist texts, it is said that 
the god Mahesvara has three eyes and eight arms and that his body is 6000 yojanas in height; (iii) an apparitional body 
( nirmanakaya ) that adapts its form [to beings] of the six destinies ( gati ), teaches them and converts beings in every way. - 
In his Treatise on the nirvana of the heretics, T 1640, p.l57c (tr. Tucci, T'oung Pao, 1925-26,p. 25 sq.), Aryadeva says: 
The fruit is a result of Mahesvara; Brahma is the cause; Mahesvara is but one nature of three parts: Brahma, Narayana (= 
Visnu) and Mahesvara. The earth (prthivi) is his support. The god Mahesvara is the master of the earth. All animate and 
inanimate beings in the three worlds have come from the god Mahesvara. Mahesvara's body has space ( akasa ) as its head, 
the waters ( dpah ) as urine, the mountains (parvata) as excrement; all beings are the wonns in his belly; the wind (vayu) is 
his vital [breath]; fire ( tejah) is his warmth; sins and merits (apattipunya) are his actions. These eight things comprise the 
body of Mahesvara. The god Mahesvara is the cause of production and destruction. Everything comes from the god 
Mahesvara and is destroyed by him: he is called nirvana. This is why teachers of the school of Mahesvara say that the god 
Isvara produces all things and is the cause of nirvana. - Ki tsang (549-623), of Parthian origin, in his commentary on the 
Satasastra, T 1827, k. 1, p. 244a, adopts these teachings: The beings of the six destinies, gods and terrestrial substances, 
are the body of the god Ishvara. This is why the god Isvara manifests in all three bodies: body of Isvara, body of 
Narayana and body of Brahmadeva. The body of the god Esvara has eight parts: the ether is his head, the sun and moon 
are his eyes, etc. [as above]. - The Mahaparinirvanasutra, translated by Dharmaraksema (385-433) which lasted a long 
time in Central Asia and Kasmir, has a text important for the origins of Saivism, T 374, k. 19, p. 476b: Actually, there is a 
great teacher called Kiel lo kieou t'o kia tchen yen (Krakudha-Katyayana). He knows everything ( sarvajfid ), sees 
everything ( savadrs ) and knows the three worlds. In one instant he could see innumerable infinite universes and so could 
his disciples ( sravaka ). He causes beings to eliminate their faults. Just as the Ganges purifies all sins whatever they may 
be, inner or outer, so this great kind teacher can efface the inner and outer sins of all beings. He teaches these disciples the 
following doctrine: If a person kills all beings and experiences no remorse ( hri ), he will not fall into the evil [destinies]: 
he is like space {akasa) impermeable to dust and water. But those who experience remorse will enter into hell ( naraka ): 
they are like the great oceans that flood the earth. All beings are creatures of the god Esvara. The god Esvara is the joy 
and happiness of beings. He is angry with the sufferings of beings. Sins {dpatti) and merits ( punya ) of all beings are 
controlled by this Isvara. How could one say that men are responsible for sin or merit? When a craftsman constructs a 
wooden robot, this robot walks, sits and lies down, alone it cannot speak. It is the same for beings: the god Isvara is like 
the craftsman, beings are like the wooden robot. 

Except for the eight arms, the description of Siva given here by the Mpps corresponds to the epithets tryaksa, trinetra, 
sadardhanayana "three-eyed god" [Hopkins, Epic Mythology, p. 219-220), Vrsavdhana ‘Seated on a bull’ [Bhavagirisa, 
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1, 197, 21). On the other hand, it is rather far from the traditional iconographical type: The ascetic generally has four 
anns; the two upper hands hold a drum ( dhakka) and a deer ( mrga ), the two lower arms make the gesture of generosity 
( varadahasta ) and absence of fear ( abhayahasta). As well as his two human eyes, he has a third eye in the forehead. As 
clothing, he wears only a tiger skin, and as a necklace, a live snake. On his high brahmanical head-dress he wears the 
crescent moon, a skull - the fifth head of Brahma - and the siren of the Ganges (R. Grousset, Civilizations de I'Orient , II, 
L'Inde, Paris, 1930, p. 171-172; see also Mythologie asiatique illustre, Paris, 1928, p. 93-98). - This traditional type of 
Siva is decribed precisely in an anonymous undated text, the Che eul t'ien kong yi kouei (Dvadasadevpuj akalpal), T 
1298, p. 386a: In the north-west, the god Isana, also called Mahesvaradeva. He is seated on a yellowish bull (?) His right 
hand holds a kie po pei (kapdla , i.e., a skull) full of blood; his left and holds a san ki tch'ouang (trisula , or trident). The 
color of his body is light blue. His three eyes are blood-shot. He has two fangs sticking upward, and skulls as necklace 
( keyura ), on his head-dress, the crescent moon. 

2) Visnu. See below, k. 8, p. 116a; k. 10, p. 128a and Hobogirin, Bichu, p. 76-68. - His main hands hold the wheel (iron 
wheel with a thousand spokes, symbol of the sun); they give him the epithet Sankhacakradhara (Mahabharata, 3, 189, 
40). For his physical aspect in the epic, Hopkins, Epic Mythology, p. 204-207; for his mount, the garuda, ibid., p. 108, 
203. Illustrations, Mythologie asiatique illustre, p.103 sq. 

3) Kumara. According to Ki tsang, in his commentary on the Madhyamakasastra, T 1824, k. 1, p. 14c, Kumara means 
'young man'; this is none other than king Brahma of the first dhyana (cf. Kosa, III, p. 2-3), called thus because he has the 
aspect of a young man. He is also called Narayana, that is, the origin of beings. - According to the Pi tsang ki cited in the 
Bukkyo daijiten, p. 310b, the god Kumara has the fonn of a young man with six faces, yellow in color, holding a sword 
and seated on a peacock. - In Brahmanism, this is the god Skanda (cf. Hopkins, Epic Mythology’, p. 227-231). God of war, 
he is Sanatkumara, 'Ever youthful', one of Brahma's sons (Mahabharata, 12, 37, 12). In the eulogy to Siva (ibid., 13, 14, v. 
378), he appears beside Uma, seated on a peacock and holding a bell and a spear. His birth is told in the Mahabharata, 9, 
43-46. Nursed by the Krttikas (Pleiades), he developed six mouths in order to suckle them, hence his epithet of the six¬ 
faced god ( sadanana, sanmukha). 

We may ask why Nagarjuna talks about three gods here, Mahesvara, Visnu and Kumara, whereas in the 
Madhyamakasastra (T 1564, k. 1, p. lb) he mentions only the first two. The question has been asked by Li tsang in his 
commentaries on the Madhyamakasastra (T 1824, k. 1, p,14c) and Aryadeva's Satasastra (T 1827, k. 1, p. 243c-244a). He 
answers in the following way: (i) The three gods of the heretics take the place for them of the three kayas: Isvara is the 
root, like the dharmakaya; Visnu is the enjoyment, like the sambhogakaya; Brahma is produced by emanation in Visnu's 
navel, and he is comparable to the nirmanakaya. But the Mahaprajnaparamitasastra teaches three bodies; this is why it 
mentions three gods. [This is a mistake; the Mpps teaches only two bodies; see Hobogirin, Busshin, p. 181], The 
Madhyamaka and the Satasastra teach only two bodies, that of the law and that of enjoyment; this is why they mention 
only two gods, (ii) Brahma is found in Visnu's navel; there is no need to mention him separately. 

The trinitarian notions implied by the Brahmanical trimurti doctrine and the Buddhist theory of the trikaya mark the end 
of a long evolution. In both systems it appears that dualism probably preceded trinitarianism. The epics formulate the 
trimurti only late in time and in a single passage: Mahabharata, 3, 272, 47. The late epic poems present Visnu and Siva as 
two aspects of the same god; they do not try to establish a trinitarian theology (Cf. Hopkins, Epic Mythology, p. 231). 
Similarly in Buddhism, the Hlnayana scriptures and many important Mahayana texts recognize only two bodies for the 
Buddha, the fleshly body born from father and mother, and the body of the law. The theories of the trikaya mark the end 
of a long evolution. - Besides, the Brahmanical trimurti is well known to the Buddhist masters; allusion is made to it, e.g., 
T 1640, p. 157c; T 1003, k, 2, p, 611; T 1796, k. 2, p. 595b. 
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Answer. - 1. They cannot be omniscient. Why? Because their mind remains attached (abhinivista) to hatred 
( dvesa ) and pride (, abhhimana ). Some stanzas say: 

Gods of painting and sculpture, 

Gods of tradition and the hymns!, 

These four kinds of gods 

All of them brandish a weapon in one hand. 

Out of weakness they fear others 

Or out of spite they dread them. 

Whether they fear others from necessity 

Or they dread them from weakness, 

The gods are all eternal cowards, 

Unable to escape from the suffering of death. 

Those who revere and honor them 

Can fall into a sea of misery. 

Those who distrust and scorn them 

Can enjoy good fortune here below, 

We should know that these gods are false, unreal. 

This is why the wise man does not believe in the gods. 

Beings in the world 

Wander about as a result of their actions: 

By virtue of merits, they are reborn in the heavens. 

By virtue of mixed actions, they are reborn among humans 
The destiny of the world depends on causes and conditions; 

This is why the wise man does not depend on the gods.^ 75 


“75 By affirming that the gods are false and without reality, that the wise man does not believe in the gods, these stanzas 
depart somewhat from Buddhist tolerance. 

1) Buddhism is atheistic in the sense that its entire system rests on kanna and retribution. All beings transmigrate as a 
result of their actions: these are their past deeds which detennine their good or unfortunate destiny. Action takes the place 
of fate. There is no place for a creator distributing good and evil among his creatures. Buddhism has always opposed 
theistic systems ( aisvarikci ) that make out of their god a Lord ( Isvara ) creator and controller of everything. - Aiiguttara, I, 
p. 174 (= Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 13), k. 3, p. 435b): Those who reduce everything to creation of the Lord 
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(issaranimmana) no longer have any inclination to act, make no effort to do this and avoid it. - Santideva in 
Bodhicaryavatara, IX, v. 119-126 (tr. Lav., p. 135-137): "God is the cause of the world." - What do you mean by 'God'? 
The elements? Then it's not worth the trouble for a matter of words ( ndmamatra) to take so many pains to prove the 
existence of God. - Are you saying that God is too great for us to be able to understand him? His qualities also transcend 
the mind and how can the quality of maker of the world be attributed to him? Moreover, we will ask what he wishes to 
create ( srastum). Would it be the atman, the 'self of the creatures? But this is eternal. Would it be the elements? They are 
eternal. Would God create himself? He is eternal. Besides, consciousness is not created by God since, at all times, it 
comes from the object; suffering and pleasure proceed from action. Then what is it that God has created? - If God acts 
without wishing, he is evidently subject to another; if he acts by wishing, he is subject to desire. Therefore if he acts, he is 
not sovereign (Isa). - The debate in Kosa, II, p. 311-313: V, p. 19, continues as follows: That things are produced by a 
single cause, by God, Mahadeva or Vasudeva, is inadmissible for many reasons: (i) If things were produced by a single 
immutable cause, they would all arise at the same time; but everyone knows that they arise successively. If the order of 
their production depended on causes external to God, God would no longer be the sole cause, (ii) God creates out of his 
own satisfaction or for that of his creatures. If he creates for his own satisfaction, he has something to gain and he is not 
God. If he creates for the satisfaction of beings, how can you explain that the latter are victims of all the sufferings? (iii) 
To affirm the creative activity of God is to unwarrantedly posit an invisible and uncontrollable Cause and to neglect the 
visible causes the efficacy of which can be proven. 

[On Buddhist atheism, Lav., Atheism, ERE, p. 183; Morale, P. 12-14; Oltramare, Theosophie, p. 228-231], 

2) Atheistic insofar as Buddhism rejects any belief in a Supreme Being, it is theistic insofar as it welcomes gods of all 
kinds into its pantheon. The threefold world is populated with gods. Theologically speaking, it is understood that the deity 
has but a temporary nature, for the gods are subject to transmigration: an animal can be reborn in a divine form just as a 
god can reincarnate in the world of humans or animals. But with this exception, Buddhism, the connections of which with 
popular religions are many, seems to be very favorable towards gods. In his previous existence, the Buddha Sakyamuni 
was king of the Tusita gods. It was at the request of Brahma Sahampati that he agreed to preach the Dharma. During his 
ministry, he dwelt for three months among the gods in order to preach the Abhidhanna to his mother. A quick reading of 
the Lalitavistara allows one to appreciate the importance of the role played by the devas and the devatas in the biography 
of the Buddha. They form a backdrop in front of which the heroic achievement of the Buddha is played out. From the 
beginning, they are represented on religious monuments where the faithful offer them worship. For the Buddhist 
pantheon, see A. Getty, The Gods of Northern Buddhism, Oxford, 1928; Rh. D., Buddhist India, p. 210 sq.; Lav., Dogme 
et Philosophie, p. 173); but the oldest texts insist on the existence of the gods and their beneficence to the faithful. - 
Majjhima. II, p. 212-213: Sangarava asks the Buddha: Do the gods exist? "I know with certainty, O Bharadvaja, that the 
gods exist" ( thannaso me tamviditam yaditam atthi deva). Why did you not say that at the beginning? "Because 
everybody knows very well ( ucce sammatam lokasmim ) that the gods exist." - DIgha, II, p. 88 (cf. Tch'ang a han, T 1, k. 
2, p. 12c): Where man has established his dwellings, he supports with his gifts good men who know how to control their 
senses; he brings offerings to all the gods of that place. The gods, revered and honored by him, honor and revere him in 
turn. They surround him with their tenderness like a mother to the child born from her womb. The man who enjoys the 
favor of the gods sees only happiness around himself. - Aiiguttara, III, p. 77: The son of good family with his wealth.... 
honors, respects, reveres and pays homage to the deities who are worthy of his offerings ( balipatiggdhika devatd). Thus 
honored, these very kind deities have compassion for him and say: "Long life to you. May your long life be protected." 
The son of good family, pitied by the gods, can attain prosperity and not decline. - The good deities are all converted to 
Buddhism. They seve as the messengers of the Buddha (cf. DIgha, III, p. 14; Majjhima, I, p. 497), and often go to 
recommend his doctrine to people. Thus they went to find the householder Ugga to tell him: "The Dharma has been well- 
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2. Furthermore, the three gods [Mahesvara, Visnu and Kumara] wish the fulfillment of all their desires for 
those who love them; to those whom they hate, they wish the seven destructions. The Buddha is not like 
that. While he was still the Bodhisattva, he offered his flesh (mdmsa), his head ( siras -), his eyes ( nayana ), 
his marrow ( majja ) and his brain ( mastaka ) to his enemies ( amitracaura ) who had come to kill him.276 


preached by the Buddha." ( svdkhdta, gahcipciti, Bhagavatd dhamma ); Ugga answered them ironically: "O deities, whether 
you recognize it or not, the Dhanna has been well-preached by the Blessed One." [This episode is given by Anguttara, IV, 
p. 211, and the Chinese version of the Madhyamagama, T 26 (no. 38), k. 9, p. 481a) - In a passage from the 
Ksitigarbhasutra cited in the Siksasamuccaya, p. 89, all the gods, from the devas to the pisacas, give the following 
assurance to the Buddha: Whoever will observe the holy doctrine and bring fame to the Three Jewels, we will protect 
him, we will preserve him and make him prosperous in ten ways. We will prolong his life and will always dispel the 
obstacles that threaten him. We will increase his health, his position, his wealth, his enjoyment and his pleasures, his 
sovereignty, his glory, his good friendships and the perfection of his wisdom. 

We must bear in mind the whole Buddhist tradition in order to appreciate the exact extent of the attacks directed at the 
gods "of painting, sculpture, tradition and hymns." It is not the deities attacked here by Nagarjuna, it is the foolishness of 
their sectarians who claim to raise them to the rank of a supreme Being. 

276 Miracles of generosity accomplished by the Buddha in his past existences. Similar enumerations, below, k. 12, p. 
146b3, 150b2; k. 17, p. 180a23. By borrowing these jatakas from the "Golden Legends" from Northwestern India, the 
Mpps shows its acquaintance with southern Buddhism. The first four miracles cited here are commemorated in the "four 
great stupas of northern India" mentioned by Fa hien, T 2085, p. 858c 11 (tr. Legge, p. 32). The Chinese pilgrims who 
passed through Uddiyana and Gandhara - Fa hien about the year 400, Dong yun about 520, Hiuan tsang about 630 - did 
not fail to visit them; their location has been precisely determined by archeologists (cf. Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, I, 
p. 8-9). 

(i) The "gift of the body" will be retold by the Mpps, k. 16, p. 170b26-28: Seeing a tigress about to devour her babies, he 
gave her the gift of his body. From other sources, mainly the Suvenaprabhasa, we know that the Bodhisattva was called 
Mahasattva, son of Maharatha, king of the Pancalas. His brothers were Mahapranada and Mahadeva. 

Sanskrit sources: Suvarnaprabhasa, ch. 18: Vyagnparivarta (ed. Hokei Odzumi, p. 185-213; ed. Nobel, p. 201-240; 
Jatakamala, ch. 1: Vyaghryataka (ed. Kern, p. 2-8); Avadanakalpalata, ch. 51, v. 28-59 (ed. Chandra Das, II, p. 53-61). 
Chinese sources: Lieou tou tsi king, T 1532 (no. 4). k. 1, p. 32b (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 15-17); P'ou sa pen hing king 
(T 155, k. 3, p. 119a25; Pen cheng man louen, T 160 (no, 1), k. 1, p. 332b-333b; P'ou sa t'eou sseu ngo hou k'i t'a yin 
yuan king, T 172, vol. Ill, p. 424b-428a; Hien yu king T 202 (no. 2), k. 1, p. 352b-353b (tr. Schmidt, Der Weise und der 
Thor, p. 21-26); Kin kouang ming king (T 665 (no. 26), k. 10, p. 450-456; King liu yi suang (T 2121, k. 31, p. 162). 

The stupa of the "gift of the body", on Banj peak in the south-east of Mahaban, was visited by Fa hien, T 2085, p. 858b9 
(tr. Legge, pg. 32), by Song yun, T 2092, k. 5., p. 1020b7 (tr. Chavannes, Voyage de Song Yun, BEFEO, III, p. 411), and 
by Hiuan tsang, T 2087, p. 885cl4-20 (tr. Beal, I, p. 145-146; Watters, I, p. 253). 

Iconography: Mathura, J. Ph. Vogel, La sculpture de Mathura, Paris, 1930, p. 62 and pi. XX. - Central Asia, A. 
Griinwedel, Altbuddhistische Kultstatten, Berlin 1912, fig. 446. 447; A. von Le Coq - E.Waldschmidt, Budd. Spatantike. 
VI, 24-25. - Formosa, G. Ecke - P. Dcmieville, Twin Pagodas ofZayton, Cambridge, Mass., 1935, pi 41. 

(ii) The "gift of flesh" will be fully told below, k. 4, p. 87c-88. 

(iii) The “gift of the head": King Candraprabha of Bhadrasila (according to other sources. King Mahaprahasa of Varanasi) 
is renowned for his generosity. The brahmin Raudraksa comes to ask him for his head. The ministers Mahacandra and 
Mahldhara offer him a head made of precious substances; the brahmin does not accept; the king attaches his hair to a tree 
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And so, now that he has become Buddha, he will even less spare his life. This is why only the Buddha can 
bear the name Buddha. One must pay homage ( namas -) [73b] to the Buddha, take the Buddha as teacher 
and not serve the gods. 


SARVANAROTTAMA 


and cuts his head off himself to give it to the brahmin. - The Chinese pilgrims locate the scene near Taksasila, the name of 
which, says Chavannes, must have given rise to the legend by a false etymology: Taksasira = ‘cut-off head’, in place of 
Taksasila = ‘cut-off rock’. - At any rate, the future Buddha renewed the gift of his head during a thousand successive 
births. 

Sanskrit sources: Divyavadana, ch. 22, p. 314-328; Avadanakalpalata, ch. 5, (vol I, p. 154-175). 

Chinese sources: Lieou tou tsi king, T 152 (no. 5), k. 1, p. 2b-c (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 17-19(; P'ou sa pen yuan 
king, (T 153 (no. 5), k. 2, p. 62c-64c; Ta fang pien fo pao ngen king T 156, k. 5, p. 149b-150b; Yue kouang p'ou sa king, 
T 166, vol III, p. 406-408 (corresponds to Divyavadana); Hien yu king, T 202 (no. 31), k. 6, p. 387b-390b (cf. Schmidt, 
Der Weise und der Thor, p. 174-183); P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 114, p. 593a26; King liu yi siang, T 2121, K. 25, p. 137a-c. 
The stupa of "the gift of the head" at Taksasila near Shah-Dheri, was visited by Fa hien, T 2085, p. 858b7-8 (tr. Legge, p. 
32) and by Hiuan tsang, T 2087, k. 3, p. 884c21-23 (tr. Beal, I, p. 138: Watters, I, p. 244). 

(iv) The "gift of the eyes": King Sibi gives his eyes to Sakra who transformed himself into a vulture (or a brahmin). The 
gift is rewarded and he soon recovers his sight. 

Pali sources: Sibijataka, no. 499 (Jataka, IV, p. 401-412); Cariyapitaka, I, 8, p. 77-78 (tr. Law, p. 99-100); Milinda, p. 119 
sq. (tr. Rh. D„ p. 179). 

Sanskrit sources: Avadanasataka, I, p. 182-186 (tr. Feer, p. 124-127); Jatakamala, chap. 2: Sibijataka, p. 6-14 (tr. Speyer, 
p. 8-19). 

Chinese sources: Siuan tsi po yuan king, T 200 (no. 33), k. 4, p. 218a-c; Hien yu king, T 202 (no. 32), k. 6, p. 390b-392c 
(cf. Scmidt, Der Weise und der Thor, p. 288-300). The stupa of "the gift of the eyes" at Puskarmavati near Carsadda was 
visited by Fa hien, T 2085, p. 858b4-5 (tr. Legge, p. 31) and by Hiuan tsang, T 2087, k. 2, p. 881z23-24 (tr. Beal, I, p. 
110; Watters, I,p.215). 

(v) The "gift of marrow": When he was king Utpala, the Bodhisattva wrote a text of the Dharma with one of his broken 
bones as pen, his marrow as ink and his skin as parchment. This episode is told in the Kien yu king, T 202, k. 1, p. 351b 
(cf. Schmidt, Der Weise und der Thor, p. 15; P. E. Foucuax, Grammaire de la langue tibetaine, Paris, 1858, p. 211-212); 
P'ou sa pen jing king, T 155, k. 3, p. 119b 16. The scene occurred at the Monastery of the Lentils ( masurasamghdrdma ) at 
Gumbatai, near Tursak, in Buner, and was visited by Song Yun, T 2092, k. 5, p. 1020b 11-14 (tr. Chavannes, BEFEO, III, 
p. 412) and by Hiuan tsang, T 2087, k. 3, p. 883al2-13 (tr. Beal, I p. 124; Watters, I, p. 233-234). This episode is also told 
in the Mpps, k. 16, p. 178c and k. 49, p. 412a, but the hero is the brahmin Ngaifa (Dhannarakta) or Lo fa (Dhannarata); 
besides, he writes the stanza "with his skin as parchment and his blood as ink"; there is no mention of marrow. Thus it is 
possible that the Mpps, speaking of the "gift of marrow" was not thinking of this episode. 

In the "gift of marrow", I [Lamotte] rather see an allusion to the jataka where prince Candraprabha "broke one of his 
bones and pushed out the marrow to cure a sick man." This deed is told by the Mpps below, k. 12, p. 146b. It is also 
known to the Ratnakuta where the prince, like the rsi mentioned above is called Utpala (cf. Ta pao tsi king, T310, k. Ill, 
p. 631a; Maitreyaparipriccha, T 349, p. 188c; King liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 10, p. 55b). 
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Moreover, the Buddha possesses two things: (i) great qualities ( guna) and the power of the 
superknowledges ( abhijna ), and (ii) an absolutely pure mind ( paramasuddhacitta ) and the destruction of 
the fetters ( samyojananirodha ). Although the gods have an accumulation of merit ( punyasambhdra ) and 
miraculous power (. rddhibala ), their fetters are not destroyed and consequently their mind is not pure. 
Since their mind is impure, their miraculous power is decreased. Among the sravakas and the 
pratyekabuddhas, the fetters are destroyed and the mind is pure; nevertheless, as their accumulation of 
merit (punyasambhdra ) is reduced, their power ( prabhdva ) is weak. In the Buddha, the two qualities [merit 
and purity of mind] are perfected ( paripurna ). This is why he is called Sarvanarottama, Superior to all 
men. He is the only one to surpass all men. 


OTHER EPITHETS 

Bhagavat means endowed with qualities, as has been said above. He is also called: 

A so mo (asama) [in the language of the Ts'in, Without equal], 

A so mo so mo (asamasama) [ibid., Equal to that which is without equal]. 277 
Lou kia na t'a (lokanatha ) [ibid.. Protector of the world]. 

Po lo k'ie (paraga) [ibid.. Having reached the other bank]. 

P’o t'an t'o (bhadanta) [ibid., Venerable one]. 

Che li k'ie na (sriguna) [ibid., Perfection of beauty]. 

These are his innumerable epithets. His parents named him Si ta t'o (Siddhartha) [in the language of the 
Ts'in, Profit-realized one]. When he found the Path and understood all dharmas, he was called Buddha. 
When he accepted the worship of gods and men, he was also called by the names Bhadanta, Sriguna. Thus, 
in various ways, names are given to him according to his qualities. 


THE OMNISCIENT BUDDHA 


277 Asamasama, epithet found, e.g., in the Saddharmapundarika, p. 456, the Mahavastu, III, p. 231, the Mahavyutpatti, 
no. 529, 6379. Burnouf and Kern translate it as 'equal to that which has no equal’; but the early interpretations vary: (i) 
completely incomparable (T 1718, k. 10, p. 1712); (2) the Buddhas are not the same (asama) as beings but the 
dharmakaya is the same (sama) in nature (T 1522, k. 2); (3) There is no equality (asama) between Buddha and non- 
Buddha, there is only equality (sama) between Buddha and Buddha (T 1775, k. 1; T 1721, k. 12); (4) in the nine spheres, 
the mind of beings cannot succeed in equalizing things; it is only in the Buddha sphere that he can; the mind of the 
Buddha is thus equal (sama) to the unequaled (asama) (T 1728, k. 10). In the same way, the six paramitas are equal to the 
unequaled Buddha (T 1509, k. 40). These different interpretations have been gathered together in Hobogirin, 
Ashamashama, p. 38. 
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Question. - You are a partisan of the Ksatriya clan! As son of king Suddhodana, the Buddha was called 
Siddhartha. It is out of [flattery] that you are decorating him with great names and that you call him 
omniscient (sarvajna). He is not an omniscient one. 

Answer. - Not at all! Rather, it is you, maliciously, are jealous and slander the Buddha. The omniscient one 
truly exists. Among all beings the Buddha is unequaled for his beauty (; rupa ), grace (prasdda ) and 
perfection ( rjutva ). By his characteristics (, laksana ), his qualities ( guna ) and his brilliance ( dloka ), he 
surpasses all men ( sarvanarottama ). Humble people who saw his physical marks ( kdyalaksana ) recognized 
him to be omniscient ( sarvajna) and, a fortiori, the Great Man (mahapurusa). 

Thus in the Fang nieoup'iyu king (Gopalakavadanasutra)^^ j s 5 ^- 

The king of Mo k'ie t'o (Magadha), P'in p'o so lo, invited the Buddha and his five hundred disciples for 
three months. The king required fresh milk (navamta ksfra) and cream ( sarpais -) to offer to the Buddha 
and the assembly of monks (, bhiksusamgha ). He ordered the cow-herders ( gopdlaka) to establish 
themselves in the neighborhood and to bring fresh milk and cream every day. At the end of the three 
months, the king, out of compassion for these cow-herders, said to them: "Come and see the Buddha, and 
then you can go back and keep your herds." The cow-herders, while coming to the Buddha, talked to one 
another along the way: "We have heard it said that the Buddha is omniscient (sarvajna). We are lowly and 
humble, how could we judge if he is really omniscient? The brahmins, who love cream, always come to 
visit the cow-herders; they are friendly to us. Through them, the cow-herders have heard speak of all kinds 
of works and brahmanical texts. They have spoken to us about the four Wei t'o (Vedas) and the knowledge 
[73c] they contain: therapeutic ( bhaisajya ) and military arts (ksatradharma), astronomy (jyotisa ), 


The craft of cow-herding and in particular the eleven rules to be observed for the well-being of herds have been 
described in almost identical terns by many texts. The documents can be classified into two groups: the 
Mahagopalakasutta and the Gopalalcivaddna. 

1) The Mahagopalakasutta is attested by two Pali editions and four Chinese versions: 

(i) Majjhima, I, p. 220-224 (tr. Chalmers, I, p. 157-159; Neumann, I, p. 514-523. 

(ii) Aiiguttara,V, p. 347-353 (tr. Woodward, V, p. 224-227; Nyanatiloka, V, p. 514-518). 

(iii) Chinese Samyukta: Tsa a an, T 99 (no. 1248), k. 47, p. 342. 

(iv) Chinese Ekottara: Tseng yi a han,T 125, k. 46, p. 794. 

(v) A single sutra transl. by Kumarajiva under the title Fang nieou king, T 123,, p. 546. 

(vi) A single sutra transl. by Hiuan tsang under the title Yuan k'i king, T 124,, p. 547. 

2) The Gopalakavadana, development of the preceding sutra which has come down to us in Sanskrit fragments and two 
Chinese collections: 

(vii) Kalpanamanditika, ed. Liiders, p. 177-178 

(viii) Ta tchouang yen louen king, T 201 (no, 61), k. 11, p. 316b-319a (tr. Huber, Sutrdlamkdra, p.308-313). 

(ix) Ta tche tou louen, T 1509, k. 2, p. 73b-74c. 

The translation of the eleven rules of the ox-herder present some difficulties. S. Levi has compared the Pali text with the 
Chinese versions no. iii, iv and viii (Asvaghosa, Le Sutrdlamkdra et ses sources, JA, July-Sept., 1908, p. 140-144). The 
comparison of all these sources would take us too long, but here below we will give the Sanskrit and Pali text of the 
eleven rules. 
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sacrificial rites ( yajnadharma ), chants ( gitd ), teaching ( upadesa ), dialectic ( codyadlwrma ): in brief, the 
sixty-four arts ( kald ) in use in the world.-^ The son of Suddhodana (the Buddha) is wise and learned 
(bahusruta); if he knows these things, we cannot object to him in any way. But he has not kept cows from 
the time he was born [like we have]. We will ask him about the secrets of breeding. If he knows them, he is 
truly omniscient." 

While they were talking thus, they entered into the Tchou yuan (Venuvana) and saw the rays of the Buddha 
which lighted up the woods. They approached the Buddha and saw him seated under a tree; he was like a 
golden mountain in size; like a butter-lamp, he shone with great brilliance; like molten gold, he spread a 
golden light over the Venuvana. The cow-herders could not take their eyes off him; their hearts felt great 
joy. They said to one another: 

This lion of the Sakyas, 

Is he omniscient or not? 

When one sees him, one is forced to rejoice, 

The investigation is already conclusive. 

His rays of light are extremely luminous. 

His aspect is noble and grave, 

His physical marks majestic, his qualities perfect. 

He is saluted by the name of Buddha. 

His marks are quite evident 

His power is complete, 

His merits and his qualities are intertwined 

Those who see him are compelled to love him. 

A halo ( vyomaka ) surrounds his body. 

Those who contemplate him cannot be surfeited. 

If the omniscient one exists 

He must necessarily possess these qualities. 

All the paintings, 

Jewelry, ornaments and images 

That would try to imitate this wondrous body 

Are unable to equal it. 


“79 These 64 worldly arts are enumerated in the Sutralamkara, tr. Huber, p. 311-312. 
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He can fulfill those who contemplate him 
And cause them to find supreme happiness. 

[74a]By seeing him, one has absolute conviction 
That he is certainly omniscient. 

Having thought thus, they greeted the Buddha and sat down. They asked him: "How many rules for the 
cow-herder ( gopdlaka ) should be kept so that his herd ( gogana ) prospers ( spdtikr -), how many rules 
should he neglect for his herd to decrease and lose its prosperity (yogaksema)? " The Buddha answered: "If 
he observes eleven rules, the cow-herder is able to make his herd prosper (ekddasabhir ahgaih samnvdgato 
gopdlako bhavyo goganampariharitum spjdtikartum). What are these eleven rules?^^ (l) He knows their 
colors ( rupam jdndti). (2) He knows the distinctive marks ( laksandni jdndti). (3) He knows how to brush 
them ( dsdtikdh sdtayati). (4) He knows how to heal their wounds ( vranam praticchddayati). (5) He knows 
how to make smoke [for them] ( dhumam kartd bhavati). (6) He knows the good paths (vfthim jdndti). (7) 
He knows what the herd needs ( pftham jdndti). (8) He knows the fords ( tfrtham jdndti). (9) He knows 
the good pasturs ( gocaram jdndti). (10) He knows how to milk them (sdvasesadohf bhavati). (11) He 
knows how to pay respect to the leaders of the herd (ye ca te rshabhd gavdm patayas tan atirekapiijdya 
pujayitd hod). The cow-herder who observes these eleven rules can make his herd prosper. In the same 
way, the bhiksu who knows eleven rules can make his good dharmas (kusaladharma) progress 
(vardhayati). 

(1) How does he know the colors? The cow-herder knows the black (krsna), white (avadmata) or mottled 
colors [of his herd]. In the same way, the bhiksu knows that all matter is made up of the four great elements 
(mahabhuta) or of matter derived from the four elements ( updddyarupa ).-^2 

(2) How does he know the distinctive marks? The cow-herder knows the favorable and unfavorable marks. 
When his animals mix with other herds, he recognizes them by these marks. In the same way, the bhiksu, 
finding in someone the mark of good actions, recognizes him to be a wise person (pandita ), finding in 
someone else the mark of bad actions, recognizes him to be a fool ( bdla ).^83 

(3) How does he know how to brush them? The cow-herder brushes ( sdtayati ) them and destroys the 
insects ( dsdtikd ) that drink the blood [of his animals] and aggravate their wounds. In the same way, the 


-80 I [Lamotte] have borrowed the Sanskrit equivalents of these 11 rules from the Kalpanamanditika, p. 177. They 

correspond exactly to the Pali text (Majjhima, I, p. 222; Aiiguttara, V, p. 351; only the order differs: (1) rupannu hoti . 

(11)... atirkapujaya ekapitjayapujeta hoti. 

-81 PTtam jdnmati, in Sanskrit, pftham janati, presents some difficulties. In Pali, pita means drink; and Buddhaghosa 
(Papanca, II, p. 259) comments on this rule by saying: gopalakena.... janaitabbam hoti. - In Sanskrit, pitha, which also 
means 'water' or 'drink', can also mean "time' or 'epoch'. At least this is the meaning Kumarajiva gives the expression in 
the various translations he has made of the Sutra of the cow-herders: T 123: He knows the cows that are in heat ( ngai 
nieou). - T 291: He knows the rule that makes the cows go into and out of rut. - T 1509: He knows what the herd needs. 
282 Qf Anguttara, V, p. 351: bhikkhuyam kind.... yathdbhutampajdndti. 

-83 Ibid., p. 351: bhikkhu kammalakkhano.... pajjanati. 
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bhiksu chases away the insects of perverse views that drink the blood of the roots of good (kusalamula) 
and aggravate the wounds of the mind ( cittavarana ). When he has chased them away, there is safety 
( yogaksema). 

(4) How does he heal their wounds? The cow-herder, with the help of cloth (pata), herbs (trim) or leaves 
(parna), heals the small stings caused by mosquitoes ( masaka ). Similarly, by means of the holy Dharma 
(read yi tcheng fa, saddharmena), the bhiksu heals the wounds inflicted by the six sensory pleasures. He 
does not allow himself to be stung by these bad insects called desire ( rdga ), hatred ( dvesa ) and ignorance 
(moha). 

(5) Why does he know how to make smoke? [By making smoke, the cow-herder] drives away the 
mosquitoes (masaka); seeing the smoke at a distance, the cows go towards his house. Similarly, the bhiksu 
preaches the Dharma according to the teachings he has received (yathdsruta)284 and drives away the 
mosquitoes of the fetters (samyojana). By the smoke of their preaching ( dhannadesana ) they invite beings 
to enter into the abode of the non-self (anatman), of the true nature ( satyalaksana ) and of emptiness 
(sunya). 

( 6 ) How does he know the paths? He knows the the good paths to be used and the bad paths to be avoided 
by the herds. In the same way, the bhiksu knows the eightfold noble path ( diydstdngika marga) that leads 
to nirvana; he avoids the bad paths of nihilism (uccheda) or eternalism ( sdsvata ). 

(7) How does he know the needs of the herd? The cow-herder acts in such a way that his animals multiply 
and are not sick. In the same way the bhiksu, when the Dharma is preached to him, experiences the pure 
joy of the Dharma (visuddhadharmaveda) and his roots of good (kusalamula) increase. 285 

(8) How does he know the fords? The cow-herder knows the places easy of access, easy to cross, sheltered 
from the waves (taranga) and from nasty insects (krmi). In the same way, the bhiksu goes to the wise 
monks (bahusruta) and questions them on the Dharma. Preachers (dharmabhdnaka) who know in advance 
if the mind (citta) of their listeners is keen (tiksna) or dull (mrdu), if their passions (klesa) are light or 
heavy, [easily] lead them to good fords and have them cross safely (yogaksema). 286 

(9) How does he know the pastures? The cow-herder knows the places sheltered from ferocious beasts like 
tigers (vydghra) and lions (simha) and nasty insects (krmi). Similarly the bhiksu knows the safety 
(yogaksema) of the four foundations of mindfulness (smrtyupasthand) sheltered from the wild beasts that 
are the passions (klesa) and the evil maras. When he has penetrated there, he knows safety free of 
unhappiness. 

(10) How does he know how to milk them? It is because the cow (vatsd) loves her calf (vatsa) that she 
gives it her mlk. Also when the cow-herder [refrains from depleting her completely] and leaves her some 
milk, the cow is happy and the calf is not left thirsty. The owner of the herd and the cow-herder are both 


“84 ibid., p. 352: bhikkhu yathasutam yathdpariyattam dhammam vittharenaparesam desita hoti. 

“85 Ibid., p. 352: bhikkhu yathagatappavedite.... pdmujjam. - According to Buddhaghosa (Papanca, I, p. 173) -veda, in 
the expression dhammaveda is synonymous with joy (somanassa). 

“86 Ibid., p. 352: bhikkhu ye te bhikku bahussutd.... kahkham pativinodenti. 
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benefited each day. Similarly, when the farmers ( vaisya ) and the lay people ( avaddtavasana ) give the 
bhiksu garments ( cTvara ) and food (, ahara ), he knows how to stay within bounds ( mdtra ) and not deplete 
them entirely.287 Thus the generous patrons ( ddnapati ) are content, their faith ( sraddhacitta ) remains 
intact, and the [monk] who enjoys their gifts ( pratigrahaka ) is not wearied [by their alms]. 

(11) How does he know how to pay respect to the leader of the herd? Specially designated big cows watch 
over the herd. It is necessary to take care of them and watch that they do not get thin. The cow-herder gives 
them oil ( taila ), decorates them rings ( keyiira, niska ) and gives them an iron horn (ayahsrnga) as a sign. He 
blushes them, flatters them and calls them [by their name]. In the same way, as is customary (yathdyoga ), 
the bhiksu serves (satkaroti) and venerates (pujayati) the high individuals of the community ( samgha ) who 
protect (pdlayanti) the Buddhadharma, conquer (, abhibhavanti ) the heretics ( tfrthika ) and lead the eightfold 
community to plant (, avaropana ) the seeds of good (kusalamula).28% 

When the cow-herders heard these words, they had the following thought: "[Of all these rules] we 
ourselves knew only three or four. Our masters themselves only know five or six. And so, hearing these 
words of the Buddha, we cry out at the miracle ( adbhuta ). If the Buddha knows the craft of cow-herding, 
he also knows everything else. He is truly omniscient ( sarvajna ), there is no doubt about it." 

This sutra has been recited here fully. By it, we know that the Omniscient one exists. 

Question. - There cannot be an omniscient one in the world. Why? Because nobody has seen the 
Omniscient one. 

Answer. - That is not correct. Just because one cannot see something, one cannot say that it does not exist. 

1. A thing really exists, but since it is hidden ( gudha ), one does not see it. Thus the origin of the clan 
(gotra ) of a man, the weight ( gurutva ) of the Himalayas, the number of grains of sand of the Ganges 
(gangdnadivdlukdsamkhyd ) really exist but one cannot cognize them. 

2. A thing does not exist and, because it does not exist, one does not see it, for example, a second head 
( dvitiya sTrsaka) or a third hand ( trtfya hasta)', it is not because they are hidden that one does not see them. 

Thus, because the Omniscient one is hidden, you do not see him; but nonetheless, he exists. Why is he 
hidden? [Because those who ought to see him] do not possess the required four kinds of faith289, and their 
minds are attached ( abhinivisate ) to error. It is because he is hidden to you that you do not see the 
Omniscient one. 


787 Ibid., p. 352: bhikkhu saddha gahapatikd.... mattam janatipatiggahandya. 

788 ibid., p. 353: bhikkuye te bhikkhu thera rattanna.... pciccupatthdpciti V vic'eva mho ca. 

289 These are the four types of faith that accompany the awareness of the Buddhist truths which are called 
avetyaprasada: faith relating to the Buddha, the Dhanna , the Samgha and the disciplines held by the saints ( dryakdntdni 
sfldni). Cf. DTgha, III, p. 227; Majjima, I, p. 37, 46; II, 51; III, p. 253; Samyutta, II, p. 99; IV. p. 271, 304; V, p. 343, 409; 
Anguttara, I, p. 222; II, p. 56; III, p. 212, 332, 451; IV, p. 406; V, p. 183; Avadanasataka, II, p. 92; Madh. vrtti, p. 487; 
Mahavyutpatti, no. 6823; Bodh. bhumi, p. 161, 327; Kosa, VI, p. 292; Kosavyakhya, p. 605. 
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Question. - There is no Omniscient one because the things that he must know (Jneya ) [to be omniscient] are 
numberless. The dharmas are innumerable ( apramana ) and infinite ( ananta ). If many men together cannot 
know them, how could one single man know them? Therefore there is no Omniscient one. 

[74c] Answer. - if the dharmas are innumerable, the wisdom ( prajna ) of the Buddha itself is immense 
{ananta). it is like an envelope: if the letter is big, the envelope is large; if the letter is short, the envelope is 
small. 

Question. - The Buddha himself has preached the Buddhadharma, but he has not spoken about the other 
sciences, medicine ( bhaisajya ), geography ( bhugolavidya ), astronomy (jyotisa ), arithmetic ( ganana ), 
politics (nfti), etc. If he is omniscient, why has he not spoken of all these sciences? Therefore we know that 
he is not omniscient. 

Answer. - 1. He knows everything, but he talks about it when it is useful and does not talk about it when it 
is useless. If he is questioned, he speaks; if he is not questioned, he says nothing. 

2. Furthermore, he has spoken of everything in general ( samdsatah) as being of three types: (i) conditioned 
phenomena ( samskrtadharma ), (ii) unconditioned phenomena (asamskrtadharma), (iii) inexpressible 
phenomena ( avdcyadhanna ). These three categories include all the dharmas. 

Question. - We know that the Buddha is not omniscient because he did not reply to fourteen difficult 
questions.290 What are these fourteen difficult questions? 


290 These fourteen difficult questions are often referred to in scholasticism by the tenn "Fourteen reserved or non-defined 
points" ( caturdasavyakrtavastuni ). Cf. Madh. vrtti, p. 446; Madli. avatara, p. 250-251 (tr. Lav. Museon, 1911, p. 297-298; 
Kosa, V, p. 43. The Pali canon and the Chinese translation of the Madhyamagama (T 26) list only ten reserved points. (1- 
2) Sassato loko. asassato loko. (3-4) Antava loko. anatava loko. (5-6) Tam jivam tarn sariram, annam jivam annam 
sariram. (7-10) Hoti tathdgato param maraud, na hoti tathdgato param maraud, hoti ca na ca hoti tathdgato param 
maraud, ueva hoti na na hoti tathdgato param maraud. This formula, the most frequent, occurs in DTgha, I, p. 187-188; 
Majjhima, I, p. 157, 426, 484; Samyutta III, p. 213-216; III, p. 258; IV, p. 280. 391-392; V, p. 418. The same fonnula is 
repeated in Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 221), k. 60, p. 804b (corresponding to Majjhima, I, p. 426). 

But most of the Chinese Nikayas are already familiar with these fourteen points. As a general rule, when a Pali sutta 
enumerates ten points only, the corresponding sutra in the Chinese Samyukta counts fourteen: Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 962), 
k. 34, p. 245c (corresponds to Majjhima, I, p. 484); ibid., (no. 963), k. 34, p. 246 (corresponds to Samyutta, III, p. 258); 
ibid., (no. 968), k. 34, p. 248c (corresponds to Aiiguttara, V, p. 186); ibid., (no. 408), k. 16, p. 109a-b (corresponds to 
Samyutta, V, p. 418). - The fourteen points are also in the abridged version of the Chinese Samyukta, T 100 (no. 196), k. 
10. p. 445a; (no. 202), k. 11, p. 448c. - The Chinese version of the DIrgha also has sixteen points by adding two 
supplementary points to nos. 13 and 14 of the fonnula of fourteen points: Tch'ong a han, T 1 (no. 28), k. 17, p. 111a 
(corresponds to Dlgha, I, p. 187-188). - As do all the treatises of scholasticism, the Mpps adopted the fonnula of fourteen 
points. A few rare texts (DTgha, I, p. 16; III, p. 137; Majjhima, II, p. 233) modify the fourteen point formula by adding 
attd in front of the word loka that appears in the first eight points. Thus they say: sassato atta ca loka ca. asassato atta ca 
loka. etc. - This modification has been adopted here by the Mpps. - [There is an abenant formula in the Chinese version 
of the Ekottara, Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 43, p. 784b: Does the self exist? Does it not exist? Does it both exist and not 
exist? Is the world eternal? Is it non-eternal? Is the world finite? Is the world infinite? Is the soul the same thing as the 
body? Is it different from the body? Does the Tathagata die? Does he not die? Is there death? Is there no death?] 
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(1-4) Are the world and the self eternal? Are they non-eternal? Are they both eternal and non-eternal? Are 
they neither eternal nor non-eternal? ( sasvato lokas cdtmd ca, asdsvato lokah cdtmd ca, sdsvatas 
cdsdshvatah ca lokah cdtmd ca, naiva sasvato ndsdsvatas ca lokah cdtmd ca). 

(5-9) Are the world and the self finite? Are they infinite? Are they both finite and infinite? Are they neither 
finite nor infinite? ( Antavdn lokas cdtmd ha, anantavdn lokah cdtmd ca, antavdmh ca lokas cdtmd ca, 
naivdnantavdn ndnantavdms ca lokas cdtmd ca). 

(9-12) Does the Tathagata [or the saint freed from desire] exist after death? Does he not exist after death? 
Does he both exist and not exist after death? Is it false that he both exists and does not exist after death? 
(bhavati tathdgatah param mdrandn na bhavati tathdgatah param marandd bhavati ca na bhavati ca 
tathdgatah param marandn naiva bhavati na na bhavati ca tathdgatah param marandt). 

(13-14) Is the life-principle the same as the body? Is the life-principle different from the body? ( Sa jfvas 
tac chariram, anyo jrvo 'nyac charTram). 

If the Buddha is omniscient, why did he not answer these fourteen difficult questions? 

Answer. - 1. These questions are futile and that is why the Buddha did not answer them. The eternity 
(.sdsvata) of the dharmas is unnecessary ( ayukta ); their cessation ( uccheda) is even more unnecessary. This 
is why the Buddha did not answer. If it is asked how many liters of milk ( ksfra) is given by a cow's horn, 
that is not a proper question and it is not necessary to answer it. Besides, the universe ( lokadhdtu ) has no 
end ( anavastha ): like a chariot wheel ( rathacakra ), it has no beginning and no end (apurvdcarama). 291 


The Buddha always declined answering these questions and some Indianists have used this as an excuse to present him as 
an agnostic. Some are even of the opinion that his agnosticism conceals a total nihilism: if the Buddha refused to provide 
a solution to the great problems that preoccupy humanity, it is because he had answered in the negative in petto, de La 
Vallee Poussin, who has always argued in favor of the blessed nirvana, has put forth and discussed these interpretations in 
his article Agnoticisme, ERE, I, p. 220-225, and in his work. Nirvana, Paris, 1923, p. 85-129. Probably early Buddhism, 
more preoccupied with asceticism than with metaphysics, did not ask these questions, but when they were raised in the 
course of time, it thought they could be evaded by condemning them as irrelevant and even dangerous under the pretext 
that they were not directed towards the discipline of salvation. 

“91 The first point contains the answer to the first two series of questions: "Is the world eternal, etc.", "Is the world finite, 
etc." 

The first question should be rejected because it clashes with the condemnation of the viewpoints of etemalism 
(sasvatadrsti) and nihilism ( ucchedadrsti'). Cf Udana, p. 33: ye hi keci samana va brdhmana va.... bhavasmd'ti vadami. - 
The same text is given in the Tibetan Udanavarga XXXII, 40, p. 136: dge sbyoh bram ze shed pa/.... brjod par byal - 
Madh. vrtti, p. 530: Ye kecid bhiksavo bhavena.... vibhave trsna ca. 

The second question is also to be rejected because the world does not admit a limit and by that very fact avoids the 
categories of finite and infinite. 

[By 'world' ( loka) the universe is meant here. But Kosa, IX, p. 267, tells us that, by /oka, some mean the soul ( dtman ), 
others, transmigration ( samsara ).] 
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2. Furthermore, there is no advantage in answering these questions, but there is the disadvantage of leading 
[the questioner] into error.292 The Buddha knows that these fourteen difficult points hide the four truths 
(catur dryasatya ) and the true nature ( satyalakshana ) of the dharmas endlessly. If there are noxious insects 
at a [75a] ford, people should not be invited to cross there. A place should be safe (yogaksema ) and 
without danger (, anupadrava ) so that people can be invited to cross. 

3. Furthermore, some say that these questions can be understood only by the Omniscient one; since [other] 
men cannot understand them, the Buddha does not reply.293 

4. Furthermore, some people call existent (sat) that which is non-existent ( asat ), and call non-existent that 
which is existent. They are not 'omniscient'. The Omniscient one does not call non-existent that which 
exists, does not call existent that which does not exist; he preaches only the true nature ( satyalaksana ) of 
the dharmas. Why should he not be called omniscient? The sun (surya) does not create the mountains and 
the valley nor does it create the plains, but it does illuminate everything uniformly. In the same way, the 
Buddha does not make non-existent that which exists, does not make non-existent that which does not 
exist. He always speaks the truth ( satya ) and the brilliance of his wisdom (prajndloka ) illuminates all the 
dharmas. He is like a unique path ( ekamdrga ). When people ask the Buddha if the twelve-membered law 
( pratrtyasamutpada ) was created by the Buddha or by another, the Buddha answers: "I have not created the 
twelve-membered law nor has anyone else created it. Whether Buddhas exist or do not exist, birth (jdti) is 
the cause and condition ( hetupratyaya ) of old age and death ( jaramarana ): that is the eternal and enduring 
law. "294 The Buddha teaches that birth is the cause and condition of old age and death, and coming to the 
end [of the causal chain], that ignorance (avidyd) is the cause and condition of the formations (samskdra). 


292 xhis second point concerns the fourth series of questions: "What is the nature of the life-principle?" The answer 
depends on the intention of the questioner. Vacchagotta, who believes in the existence of the soul, receives an answer 
different from Phagguna who disbelieves in it. See above. 

393 Some Buddhists gladly confine themselves to 'the charcoal-burner's faith' without trying to understand the mysteries. 
Cf. Samdhinirmocana, VII, 19, p. 200: Some beings do not understand the Buddhist fonnulas correctly; however, they 
stick to it and are faithful to it. They say: "The sermons preached by the Lord are profound... We don't understand their 
meaning... But the intellect of the Buddhas is profound, the nature of things is also profound. The Tathagata knows, we 
don't know. The preaching of the Tathagata penetrates into each being according to their various levels of faith." - 
Ratnakuta cited inthe Siksasamuccaya, p. 55: yesu casya gambhvresu buddhir... pravartatata iti. 

394 Later (k. 32, p. 298a), the Mpps will return to this sutra and will indicate the reference to it: As is said in the Tsa a 
han (Samyuktagama), a bhiksu asked the Buddha if the twelve-membered law had been made by the Buddha himself or 
by someone else. The Buddha said to the bhiksu: “It is not I who made the twelve-membered law and nobody else has 
made it. Whether Buddhas exist or do not exist, this dharma-nature of the dharmas, this subsistance of the dharmas, is 
stable” (utpadad vd tathdgatandm anutpadad vd tathagatanam sthitaiveyam dharmandm dharmatd dharmasthititd). As a 
result, that being, this is; by the production of that, this is produced, namely, the formations originate from ignorance; 
from the fonnations consciousness originates, and so on up to: [from birth] originates old age, suffering and moaning, 
sadness, grief and despair. This is the origin of this mass of suffering (yad uta asmin satidam bhavati.... 
duhkhaskandhasyotpado bhavati). Conversely, that not being, this is not; from the cessation of that, this ceases, namely, 
by the cessation of ignorance, the formations cease; by the cessation of the formations, consciousness ceases, and so on 
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5. Furthermore, to reply to the fourteen difficult questions would be to commit a fault. If you ask of what 
type is the size or the physique of a son of a barren woman and a eunuch ( vandhydpandakaputra)295 , that 
would not deserve an answer, for such a son does not exist. 

6 . Furthermore, these fourteen difficult questions are wrong views ( mithyddrsti ), are not realities ( satya ). 
Now the Buddha is occupied only with realities. This is why he stops ( sthdpayati ) and does not answer. 

7. Finally, to be silent and not answer is an answer. There are four ways of answering ( vyakarana ): (i) 
answering in a categorical way ( ekdmsena vyakarana)'. [this is how he answers when it concerns], for 
example, the Buddha, the absolute {paramo), nirvana and salvation (yogaksema ); (ii) answering by 
distinguishing (vibhajyavydkarana); (iii) answering by asking a question {pariprcchdvydkarana)\ (iv) 
answering by not replying (sthapamyavyakarana). Here the Buddha answers by not replying.296 

You say that there is no omniscient one! Such a statement is absurd and consitutes a serious falsehood 
(mrsavada). In fact, the Omniscient one exists. Why? Because he has attained the ten powers ( bala ), he 
knows what is possible ( sthana) and what is impossible ( asthana ), he knows the causes and conditions 
(hetupratyaya) and the retribution of actions (, karmavipdka ), he knows the samadhis and the deliverances 
(vimoksa), he knows the good or bad faculties of beings ( sattvendriyavardvara ), he knows the various 
kinds of deliverances from desire (; nandvidharaganirmoksa), he knows the innumerable lineages (sing, 38 
and 5) of all the types of universes ( ndndvidhalokadhdtva-pramdnagotra ), he knows all the abodes 
(vihdra) and their paths ( mdrga ); he knows the conduct ( caryd) and the thoughts ( manasikdra) [of beings] 
in their previous existences ( purvajanma ), he has acquired the discrimination of the divine eye 
(i divyacaksw-vyakti ), he knows the cessation of all the impurities (s ai’vdsravaksaya), he distinguishes 


[by the cessation of birth] old age and death, suffering and moaning, sadness, grief and despair cease. This is the cessation 
of all this mass of suffering (tatrdvidydnirodhdt . nirodho bhavati)." 

This sutra, which is absent in the Pali Samyuttanikaya, has its exact correpondent in the Chinese Samyuktagama (Tsa a 
han, T 99 (no. 299), k. 12, p. 85b-c) which situates it at Kiu-lieou-cheou Tiao-nieou-tsiu-lo (Kurusu 
Kalmasadamyanigama). This sutra has nothing new in it except its beginning, where the Buddha affirms that the 
pratltyasamutpada has not been made by him or by any other person; the rest is an accumulation of stock phrases 
endlessly repeated in the canonical scriptures, both Pali and Sanskrit. The well-known formula utpadad vd tathdgatandm 
... occurs with several variations in Samyutta, II, p. 25 (cf. Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 296), k. 12, p. 84b); Anguttara, I, p. 286; 
Visuddhimagga, p. 518; Salistambasutra in Lav., Theorie des douze causes, Gand, 1913, p. 73; Astasahasrika, p. 274; 
Laiikavatara, p. 143; Kosavyakhya, p. 293; Madh. vrtti, p. 40; Panjika, p. 599; Siksasamuccaya, p. 14. Dasabhumika, p. 
65. - L. de La Vallee Poussin (o.c, p. 109) also has found it in brahmanical sources: Bhamatl ad II, 2, 19; Tantravartitika 
(BSS, p. 163). 

“95 Q n this comparison, see above. 

296 Th ese f our wa ys of answering a question ( panhavyakarana ) are mentioned in DIgha, III, p. 229; Anguttara, I, p. 197; 
Milinda, p. 144; Tch'ang a han, T 1, k. 8, p. 5lb 1; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 29, p. 609a. These texts distinguish 
ekamsavyakaniyo paiiho, vibhajjavyakaramyo panho, patipucchavydkaramyo, thapaniyo paiiho. The Sanskrit text 
reproduced here is taken from the Mahavyutpatti, no. 1658-1661. - Definitions and examples in Kosa, V, p. 44-47. 

NOTE: The lengthy Pali and Sanskrit quotations have been abbreviated. 
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clearly between good (subha) and bad, he preaches a supreme doctrine (agradharma) in all the universes, 
he has acquired the taste of ambrosia ( amrtarasa ), he has found the middle path (madhyama pratipad ), he 
knows the true nature of all conditioned (samskrta) or unconditioned ( asamskrta) dharmas, he has rejected 
forever all desire of the three worlds ( trailokyardga ). It is for these reasons that the Buddha is omniscient. 

[75b] So be it! The Omniscient one exists, but who is it? 

Answer. - It is the supreme one (paramo), the Great Man (mahdpurusa), the one who is venerated in the 
three worlds ( trailokyajyestha ): he is called Buddha. 

Thus the Tsan fo kie (Buddhastotragatha) say: 

First-born (murdhaja) and king cakravartin. 

The Buddha is like the light of the sun and moon. 

He belongs to the noble line of the Sakyas 

He is the crown prince of king Suddhodana. 

At the moment of his birth, he moved three thousand Sumerus and stirred up the water of the ocean. 

In order to destroy old age, sickness and death. 

Out of compassion, he came to the world. 

At his birth, he took seven steps, 

His rays fdled the ten directions. 

He gazed four times and uttered a great cry: 

“My births”, he cried, “are finished.” 

Having become Buddha, I will preach a marvelous doctrine 
I will beat the dram of the Dharma loudly, 

By that 1 will awaken beings 

And the world out of the sleep of ignorance." 

In many forms, such were the miracles (adbhuta) that appeared. 

Gods and men, 

Seeing them, rejoiced. 

The Buddha had a body adorned with the marks. 

A great light shone on his face. 

All men and women 

Could not get enough of seeing him. 

When the child was nursed and fed, 
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His strength surpassed that of a nayuta of gandhahastin. 
The power of his rddhipdda was extreme, 

That of his prajna immense. 

The great rays of the Buddha 
Illuminated his body outwardly. 

In the midst of his rays, the Buddha 
Was like the moon in its splendor. 

The Buddha was criticized in many ways, 

He experienced no sorrow from that; 

The Buddha was praised in many ways, 

He experienced no joy from that. 

His great matin is extended to all. 

Enemies and friends alike, without distinction. 

All classes of intelligent beings 
Know all the effects of that. 

By the power of his ksdnti, lajjd, matin and karuna. 

He conquers the whole world. 

In order to save beings, 

From age to age, he accepts the effort and the pain. 

His mind is always concentrated 
On doing good for beings. 

He has the ten powers (bala) of knowledge (jndna ) 

And the four fearlessnesses ( vaisdradya ). 

He possesses the eighteen special (dvenika) attributes 
And a treasury of immense qualities ( guna ). 

Such are the innumerable 
Powers of his prodigious qualities. 

Like a fearless lion 

He destroys the heretical systems, 

[75c] He turns the peerless wheel of Dharma, 

He saves and delivers the threefold world. 


143 



His name is Bhagavat. The meaning iartha) of this word is immense ( apramana ) and if one wanted to 
explain it fully, other points would have to be neglected. This is why we have spoken of it in general 
( samasatah ). 
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CHAPTER V: RAJAGRHA 


Sutra : The Buddha was dwelling in the city of Rajagrha (;rajagrhe viharati sma). 

Sdstra: This phrase must be explained now. 

Question. - Why is it said that the Buddha was dwelling at Rajagrha instead of describing the teachings of 
the Prajnaparamita directly? 

Answer. - The author mentions the place ( desa ), the time ( kdla ) and the individuals (pudgala ) so that 
people will trust ( sraddhd ) his story. 


VIHARA 

What is meant by dwelling? 

1. The four bodily positions (iryapatha)™ 7 : sitting ( nisadana ), lying (s ayya), walking ( gamana ) and 
standing ( sthdna ) are called dwelling. The Buddha takes up these positions to frighten Mara's troops 
( marasena ) and so that his disciples will rejoice ( pramodante ) and enter into all kinds of dhyanas. 

2. Furthermore, there are three dwellings: divine abodes ( divyavihdra ), the abode of Brahma 
( brdhmavihdra ) and the abode of the saints ( diyavihdra ).298 

The divine abodes are the abodes of the six classes of the gods of desire ( kdmadeva). 

The brahmaviharas are the abodes of the Brahma gods, etc., up to the gods who are neither with nor 
without perception {naivasamjndndsamjndyatanadeva). 

The abodes of the saints are the abodes of the Buddhas, the pratyekabuddhas and the arhats. 

Of these three types of abodes, the Buddha chooses the aryavihara. But [here], out of compassion 
(i anukampa ) for beings ( sattva ), he abides in the city of Rajagrha. 

3. Furthermore, three things, generosity ( ddna ), discipline (sila) and good thoughts ( kusalacitta ) constitute 
the divyavihara. 

[76a] The four limitless minds ( apramdnacitta ): loving-kindness ( maitri ), compassion ( karund), joy 
( mudita ) and equanimity ( upeksd ) constitute the brahmaviharas. 

The three samddhis, namely, emptiness ( sunyata ), signlessness ( dnimitta ) and wishlessness ( apmnihita ) 
are called aryavihara. The Buddha dwells in the aryavihara s. 


~97 On the four uydpathas, see, e.g., Samyutta, V, p. 78; Divyavadana, p. 161: c aturvidham iryatham kalpayati tadyatha 
cahkramyate tisthati nisTdati sayyam kalpayati. 

79^ DIgha, III, p. 220: Tayo vihdra: dibbo viharo. Brahmaviharo, ariyo viharo. 
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4. Finally, there are four kinds of abodes: divyavihara, brahmavihara, diyavihdra and buddhavihdra?-^ 
We have already spoken about the first three. As for the buddhavihdras, these are the innumerable 
samddhis such as the heroic walk ( suramgama ), the ten powers ( bala ), the four fearlessnesses 
(vaisdradya ), the eighteen special attributes (, dvenikadharma ) of the Buddha, omniscience ( sarvajndna) 
and wisdoms ( prajna ) of all kinds. It is also the 84,000 baskets of the Dharma ( dharmapitaka ), the means 
of saving men. 3 00 These various Buddha-qualities are the places inhabited by the Buddha: the Buddha 
abides there. 

The brief description of the viharas is finished. 


RAJAGRHA 

Question. - The great cities such as Cho p'o t'i (SravastI), Kia p'i lo p'o (Kapilavastu) and Po lo nai 
(Varanasi) are all royal residences ( rajagrha ). Why does this city alone bear the name of Rajagrha? 

Answer.301 - 1. Some people give the following explanation: A king of Mo k'ie t'o (Magadha) had a son 
who, although he had but a single head, had two faces and four arms. The people took this as a bad omen; 
the king therefore cut off the baby's head and abandoned the body in the jungle ( kdntdra ). Li lo (Lila) 
rejoined the two parts of the body and nursed the child with her own milk. In the course of time, he grew 
up and became a man; his strength was so great that he was able to conquer the kings of other kingdoms; 
he owned the whole world and took all the kings, in the number of 18,000 men, and estabished them in the 
midst of five mountains;302 by mea ns of his great power, he governed Yen feou t’i (JambudvTpa). This is 
why the inhabitants of Jambudvlpa give these mountains the name 'City of the kings' residence' 
(rajagrha)?^ 

2. Others say the following: In the city in which the king of Magadha lived, there were fires; each time the 
city burned down, it was rebuilt. This happened seven times. The people of that country were overwhelmed 
by the work imposed upon them. Saddened and fearful, the king assembled all the wise men (pandita ) and 
asked their advice. Some said that he should change the location of the city. The king therefore sought out 
a place where he could settle; he saw these five mountains which formed an enclosure like a wall; he built 


299 Qf Bodh. bhumi, p. 90: tatra sunyatanimittapranihitavihara.... vihara ity ucyate. - Same definition in Samgraha, p. 
137. 

300 ■pjjjg j s t[ le 80,000 or 84,000 dhannaskandhas taught in order to heal the four types of adepts: cf. Mahasamghika 
Vinaya (Przyluski, Concile, p. 155) Theragatha, v. 1024; Sumangala, I, p. 24; Avadanasataka, II, p. 155; P'i p'o cha, T 
1545, k. 74, p. 385; Kosa, I, p. 45-47. 

In this paragraph Lamotte follows the translation of E. Chavannes, Cinq cents contes et apoplogues, III, p. 285-290, 
with a few modifications. 

302 These fi ve mountains were called in Pali Vebhara, Pandava, Vepulla, Gijjhakuta and Isigli. Cf. Majjhima, III, p. 68 
(= Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 32, p. 723a); Suttanipata Comm., Ill, p. 285-290). But previously they bore another name. 

303 Same explanation in Suttanipata Comm., II, p. 413; Rajagrha is called thus because many kings, such as Mandhata 
and Mahagovinda, lived there. 
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his palace ( rajakula ) there and settled in the center of this place. This is why this place is called 'City of the 
king's residence' (; rajagrha ).^04 

3. Here is another explanation: In times past, there was in this kingdom a king called P'o seou (Vasu) who 
renounced worldly things (lokadharmanirvinna), went forth from home ( pravrajita ) and became a recluse 
(rsi). At that time, the brahmins who were still householders ( grhasthabrdhmana ) and the hermits who had 
left the world (pravrajirarsi) had a debate. The grhastabrahmanas said: "According to the sacred texts, in 
the offerings to the gods ( devayajna ), living beings must be killed and their flesh must be eaten 
(mdmsa)."3®5 The pravrajitarsis answered: "When sacrifices are made to the gods, living beings must not 
be killed and their flesh should not be eaten."306 The debate went on betweeen them. The pravrajitarsis 
said: "There is a great king here who has left the world to become a recluse. Would you trust ( sraddha ) 
him?" The grhasthabrahmanas replied that they would trust him, and the others said: "We will take this 
man as arbitrator and tomorrow we will go to question him." 

That same night, the grhastatabrahmanas went in advance to the hermit Vasu and, after having asked him 
all the questions about customs, they said to him: "In [76b] tomorrow's discussion, you must help us." 
Thus, the next day at dawn, at the beginning of the discussion, the pravrajitarsis asked the hermit Vasu: "In 
the sacrifices to the gods, should or should one not kill living beings and eat their flesh?" The hermit Vasu 
answered: "The rule of the brahmans is that living beings must be killed in sacrifices to the gods and their 
flesh eaten." 307 f hc pravrajitarsis replied: "According to your own judgment, should living beings be 
killed and their flesh eaten or not?" The hermit Vasu answered: "As it is a matter of sacrifice to the gods, 


304 xhis tradition is also related by Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 9, p. 923a (tr. Beal, II, p. 165-166): Frequent fires 
erupted at Kusagra, fonner capital of Magadha, which totally destroyed the city. After having rebuilt it many times, king 
Bimbasara, on the advice of his ministers, issued an edict banishing any inhabitant in whose house the fire had broken out 
and forcing him to withdraw into the Sitavana, the 'Cold Forest', used until then as a cemetery. A new fire having erupted 
in his own palace, the king abdicated in favor of his son Ajatasatru and withdrew into the Sitavana. His neighbor, the king 
of Vaisall, judged the time to be propitious to invade Magadha. The frontier princes fortified the Sitavana quickly and, as 
Bimbisara was the main inhabitant, the new city was called the City of the king (Rajagrha). - The old city, which Hiuan 
tsang called Kusagra because of its excellent vegetation, is better known by the name Girivraja (Vimanavatthu Comm., p. 
82). It is also called Vasumatl (Ramayana, I, 7, 32). Barhadrapura (Mahabharata, II, 24, 44), Bimbisarapurl and 
Magadhapura (Suttanipata Comm., II, p. 584). - Hiuan tsang (1. c.) and Fa hien in his Account of the Buddhist Kingdoms 
(tr. Legge, p. 81; Giles, p. 49) tell another tradition attributing the founding of Rajagrha to Ajatasatru. 

305 Sankhayana, II, 16, 1 pennits the killing of animals on the occasion of the ceremony of reception of a host 
( madhuparka ) [according to Monier-Williams, madhuparka is an offering of honey and milk] or of an offering of soma to 
the gods. In other cases, the killing of animals is prohibited. 

306 Q n the prohibition of meat in the Vinayas, see the note by P. Demieville in Benveniste, Textes Sogdiens, p. 189, n. 1. 

307 "K was an a rgument of the brahmins that one has the right to kill living beings for sacrifice because the animals thus 
burned are reborn in the heavens. In the Mo teng k'ie king (T 1300) where there is a strange discussion on the equality of 
the castes, this argument is cast in the teeth of the brahmins: they should see that, in fact, if their claim is true, they ought 
to be all the more eager to sacrifice themselves or those dear to them since the bliss of the devas would thus be assured for 
them or their dear ones. For an analogous argumentation, see Sutralamkara, story 24: Transl. Huber, p. 125-131." 
(Chavannes, Contes, IV, p. 241) 
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one should kill living beings and eat their flesh; indeed, these living beings, having died in sacrifice to the 
gods, will be able to be reborn in the heavens." 

The pravrajitarsis exclaimed: "You are greatly mistaken! Your words are untruthful ( mrisdvdda)\ " and they 
spat upon him, saying: "Criminal, disappear!" Immediately the hermit Vasu sank into the earth up to his 
ankles ( gulpha ) because he had been the first to open the door to great sins ( mahdpatti ). The pravrajitarsis 
said to him: "You should speak the truth; if you persist in lying, your whole body will sink into the earth." 
The hermit Vasu answered: "I know that it is not a sin to kill sheep ( edaka ) and eat their meat when it is 
done for the gods." Immediately he sank into the earth as far as his knees ( janu ). In this way, he 
disappeared gradually as far as his thighs (, kati ), then up to his neck ( kantha ). The pravrajitarsis said: "Now 
your deceitful speech has received its punishment in this world. If, however, you decide to speak the truth, 
even though you are under the ground, we can pull you out and allow you to escape from punishment." 
Then Vasu thought thus: "As a noble person, I should not say two different things. Besides, in the Wei t'o 
(Veda) of the brahmans, the sacrifices to the gods are made in all kinds of different ways. If I myself die, 
would that be worthwhile?" Then he said singlemindedly ( ekacittena ): "In the sacrifices to the gods, it is 
not a sin to kill living beings and eat their flesh." The pravrajitarsis shouted: "You are a hardened sinner! 
Then disappear completely, we don't want to see any more of you." Then he was swallowed up completely 
by the earth. From that time until today, the rule given by the recluse Vasu has always been observed: 
When a sheep is killed in the sacrifices to the gods, at the moment when the knife descends on the animal, 
one says to it: "Vasu is killing you."-^^ 

Vasu's son was called Kouang tcho (Vipularatha?). He succeeded his father as king. In turn, he also 
renounced worldly things but he did not become a monk ( pravrajita ). Then he thought: "My father, the 
former king, was swallowed alive by the earth even though he had gone forth from home; if I continue to 
rule the world, I might render myself guilty of a great sin again. Where then should I go? "At the moment 


308 xhe y a f an g ten g t ' 0 j 0 n ; ki n g 5 x 1339, k. 1, p. 644, gives quite a different version of this story which the Hobogirin, 
Baso, p. 58 summarizes in these words: At the time when the Buddha was dwelling in Tusita heaven, Vasu was the head 
of 6,2000,000 merchants whom he was taking to sea to search for jewels. On their return, the fleet was assailed by the 
makaras, waves, wind and the yaksas. Each of the merchants promised Mahesvara to sacrifice a being and in this way 
they avoided these four dangers. On their return, they wanted to go to the temple to fulfill their vow; but on the way, Vasu 
reproached them for being party to such an evil practice and proposed to save the sheep. To this end, he produced by 
metamorphosis a brahmin and a monk; the brahmin set himself at the head of the merchants; he was questioned by the 
monk who accused him of committing a sin by killing beings; the debate was brought before Vasu himself, changed into a 
Seer. Vasu ridiculed the monk who asserted that by making bloody sacrifices, rather than going to heaven, one falls into 
hell: "You will see that for yourself', cried the monk, and at these words, Vasu fell into hell alive. Frightened, the 
merchants released the sheep and all became seers; in their subsequent lifetime they were bom in SravastI where the 
Buddha converted them. As for Vasu, he was drawn out of hell by the luminous power of the Buddha Houa-tsiu 'Flower- 
Collection' coming from the east. Vasu went to pay homage to the Buddha with the innumerable beings whom he had 
converted in the hells. To Sariputra, who was astonished at having previously heard it said by the Buddha himself that 
Vasu had been condemned to remain in hell forever, the Buddha replied that such a belief is false; and he added various 
interpretations of the name Vasu, all tending to prove his non-infernal nature: va means 'heaven', su means 'wisdom'; a 
being who possesses heavenly wisdom cannot be infernal. 
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he had this thought, he heard in the air a voice that said to him: “If, as you travel, you see an extraordinary 
(i adbhuta ) place that is hard (, durlabha ) to reach, you should establish your home there." When these words 
had been spoken, the voice was silent. A little later, having gone out into the country to hunt, the king saw 
a deer ( mrga ) that fled as swift as the wind; he ran after it but was unable to reach it. As he pursued it 
without resting, the members of his [76c] retinue were able to stay with him. In front of him he saw a place 
where five mountains formed a steep and well-sheltered basin; the ground there was level and produced 
fine soft grass; beautiful flowers covered the earth; there were forests of all kinds of perfumed trees which 
bore flowers and fruits in abundance; hot springs (usnodakd) and cold pools ( sftaddga ) everywhere 
presented their purity; this was a marvelous place. On all sides there grew celestial flowers ( divyapuspa) 
with heavenly perfumes ( divyagandha ) and celestial music (, divyaturya ) was heard. When the gandharva 
musicians saw the king, they all withdrew. [The king thought]: "This place is extraordinary ( adbhuta ) and 
nobody has ever seen its like ( apurvadrsta ). This is where I should establish my residence." When he had 
thought thus, all his ministers and his officials who had been following him arrived. The king declared: 
"The voice that I heard in the air told me: 'If you see on your journey an extraordinary place that is difficult 
to find, that is where you must establish your residence. Now I have just discovered this extraordinary 
place; it is here that I must establish my residence." Then he abandoned the city where he had lived 
previously and settled in these mountains. This was the first king to become established there and starting 
with him, his successors, one after the other, lived there. Since this king first had a palace built there, 
thence came the name 'City of the royal residence.' 

The explanation of the origins of Rajagrha in summary is finished. 


GRDHRAKUTAPARVATA 

Sutra: [The Buddha was dwelling] on the K'i cho kiue chan (Grdhrakiitaparvata), the Vulture Peak 
mountain. 

Sdstra : Grdhra means vulture and kuta means peak. 

Question. - Why is it called Vulture Peak mountain? 

Answer. - 1. The summit of this mountain resembles a vulture and the inhabitants of Rajagrha, because of 
this resemblance, agreed to call it Vulture Peak mountain. This is why it is called Grdhrakiitaparvata. 

2. Furthermore, south of Rajagrha, in the Che t'o lin (Sltavana), there were many corpses;309 vultures 
commonly came to devour them and then went to perch on the peak of the [nearby] mountain.3 10 The 


309 Above, we saw that the Sltavana served as a cemetery of Kusagra, the old city. This detail has been confirmed by the 
Divyavadana, p. 264, 268. Going there one day, Anathapindika was seized by fear (Vinaya, II, p. 155). 

310 Th e twofold explanation given here is repeated in many places by Buddhaghosa, e.g., Papanca, II, p. 63: lass a 
pabbatassa gijjhasadisam.... ti vuccati. 
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people then named it Vulture Peak mountain.-’' ' It is the highest of the five montains [of Rajagrha]. It 
abounds in precious forests and waters. The aryas live there. 


THE BUDDHA’S FREQUENT SOJOURNS IN RAJAGRHA AND 
SRAVASTl 

Question. - We have understood the meaning of Grdhrakutaparvata. Why does the Buddha dwell at 
Rajagrha? The custom of the Buddhas is to show their loving-kindness (maitri) towards all. It is like the 
sun (surya) that illuminates everything ( dravya ); there is nothing that does not receive its light. But there 
are great cities like: 

Ngeou tche ni (UjjayinT),^ * ^ 

Fou leou na po fan (Purnavardhana),^ ^ 


311 The Grdhrakutaparvata was visited by Fa hien (Legge, p. 82-83) and by Hiuan tsang (Watters, II, p. 151). 
Cunningham (CAGI, p. 534) identifes it with the modern Sailagiri, two and a half miles north-west of the old city. 

312 UjjayinI, in Pali UjjenI, in Greek Ozene (Ptolemy, VII, i, v. 63; Periple of the Erythrean Sea, v. 48), capital of Avanti, 
situated at 77 degress E and 23 degrees N (Rh. D., Buddhist India, p. 40; CAGI, p. 560). Native city of several disciples 
of the Buddha, it was visited by Hiuan tsang (Beal, II, p. 270; Watters, Travels, II, p. 250). 

313 Purnavardhana was a city and district of Bengal, the name of which is attested under different spellings; 

a. The correct Sanskrit form is Pundravardhana, 'Growth of sugar-cane', in Tibetan, Li kha ra sin hphel or Ba ram sin 
hphel (Mahavyutpatti, no. 4113). It is found in the Sumagadhavadana (Mitra, Nep. Buddh. lit., p. 237, 238) and the 
Mahavyutpatti, no. 4113). But it is the corresponding Prakrit fonn, Pundavardhana, that is most frequent both in the 
Sanskrit texts and the Chinese transcriptions; cf. Divyavadana, p. 21, 402, 427; Mahamayuri in S. Levi, Catalogue 
geographique des Yaksa, p. 40., v. 97; Avadanakalpalata,. T II, p. 861, v. 4; Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1447, k. 1, p. 
1053; A yu wang king, T 2043, k. 3, p. 140b9 (where Pundravardhana is transcribed as Fen t'opo t'o. 

b. The Sanskrit fonn Punyavardhana 'Increase of merit' is attested by the Chinese translations Fou tseng (113 and 9; 32 
and 12) in Sumagadhavadana, T 130, p. 845cl7, and Tcheng tseng tch'ang (77 and 1; 32 and 12; 168), in A yu wang king, 
T 2043, k. 3, p. 143bl0. - The variant Purnavardhana is attested by the following transcriptions: 

Fou nap'an to (57 and 2; 163 and 4; 75 and 10; 162 and 9) in A yu wang tchouan, T 2042, k. 2, p. 107b25. 

Fen nap'o t'o na (18 and 2; 163 and 4; 38 and 8; 170 and 5; 163 and 4) in A yu wang king, T 2043, k. 3, p. 143bl6. 

Pen na fa t'an na (37 and 6; 163 and 4; 9 and 4; 57 and 12; 163 and 4) in Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 10, p. 927al5. 
The Sanskrit fonn Purnavardhana 'Full growth' is represented by the following transcriptions and Chinese translations: 
Fou leou na po t'an (40 and 9; 75 and 11; 163 and 4; 157 and 5; 75 and 13) in Mpps, T 1509, k. 3, p. 76c22. 

Fou leou na po t'o na (40 and 9; 75 and 11; 163 and 4; 157 and 5; 170 and 5; 163 and 4) in Samyuktagama, T 99, k. 24, p. 
170a2. 

The translation Man fou (85 and 11; 40 and 9) occurs in the Ekottaragama, T 125, k. 22, p. 660a5; the Sumagadhavadana, 
T 128, p. 837c 14; and the A yu wang tchouan, T 2042, k. 2, p. 105c 1. 

According to the Divyavadana, p. 21 and the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1447, k. 1, p. 1053a, Pundravardhana marks 
the eastern limit of the Madhyadesa; beyond that are the frontier lands ( pratyanta ) where the Buddhist discipline is more 
tolerant and allows the use of baths and shoes. By contrast, according to the Pali sources, (Vinaya, I, p. 197; Jataka, I, p. 
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A hi tch'd to lo (Ahicchatra), 


314 


49, etc.), the eastern limit of Madhyadesa is the villages of Kajangala and Mahdsdld. The latter information is confirmed 
by the Sarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1435, k. 25, p. 182a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 264-265) which comments: In the 
region of the East, there is the village of P'o lo (38 and 8; 122 and 14 = [Maha]sala) whose surname is K'ie Icing (9 and 5; 
163 and 7 = Kajangala)', beyond K'ie lang are the frontier kingdoms ( pratyantajanapada )." From the Avadanasataka, II, 
p. 41, we know that Kajangala has, as its Sanskrit correspondent, Kacahgala. If one is content with comparing all this 
infonnation, one is tempted to identify Pundravardhana with Kajangala. However, such is not the case; Hiuan tsang, 
who, in 638, visited western Bengal (Irana) and eastern Bengal (Pundravardhana and Kamasuvarna), informs us in the Si 
yu ki (T 2087, k. 10, p. 927a) that Pundravardhana was 600 li farther east than Kajangala (transcribed as K'ie tchou wou 
k'i lo: 123 and 10; 75 and 2; 30 and 10; 113 and 4; 122 and 14), and that he had to cross the Ganges to get from one city 
to the other. The pilgrim lingers over the description of Pundravardhana: the region was 4,000 li and the city more than 30 
li. It had 20 Buddhist monasteries sheltering 3000 monks of both the Greater and Lesser Vehicles. It had about 100 
temples consecrated to the gods and the Digambara Nirgrantha (Jains) were especially numerous (cf. Beal, Buddhist 
Records , II, p. 194-195; Watters, Travels, II, p. 184-185). 

For a long time, archeologists have hesitated about the exact site of Pundravardhana; they agreed on placing it in the 
'Bengal Presidency', but proposed identifying it sometimes with the modern district of Pabna (Cunnungham), sometimes 
with the present Rangpur (Fergusson). The discovery of an ancient inscription in Brahml which mentions the gifts made 
to the Sadvargikas by the inhabitants of Pundranagara, has cleared all doubts: Pundravardhana is the present Mahasthan 
Gad in the district of Bogra. [On this inscirption, see D. R. Bhandharkar, El, XX, 2, p. 83; Idem., Important fragmentary 
Inscriptions found at Mahasthan, Bogr District, IA, LXII, 1933, p. 177-178; B. M. Barua, The old Brahml Inscription of 
Mahasthan, IHQ, X, 1934, p. 57-66. - For a description of the site, see P. C. Sen, Pundravardhana - its Site, IHQ, IX, 
1933, p. 722-735], 

It is known from many texts that the Buddha, on the invitation of Sumagadha, the daughter of Anathapindada, came by 
means of magic to Pundravardhana, where he found the arhat Pindola seated in a cave. On this occasion, the Buddha 
described to his monks a former lifetime of Sumagadha: At the time of the Buddha Kasyapa, there lived Kancanamala, 
daughter of Krkin, the king of Benares; to ward off the bad effects of a wicked thought of her father, she offered herself 
as victim and submitted herself to the judgment of the Buddha Kasyapa. - This story is the object of the 
Sumagadhavadana (J. Filliozat, Catalogue du Fonds Sanscrit, Paris, 1941, p. 93, no. 156); the four Chinese translations 
(T 125, k. 22, p. 660a-665b; T 128; T 129; T 130) have been studied by T. M. Tokiwai, Studien zum Sumagadhavadana, 
Darmstadt, 1898. Numerous allusions to this avadana are found in the texts: Divyavadana, p. 402; Tsa a han T 99, k. 24, 
p. 170a; A yu wang tchouan, T 2042, k. 2, p. 105c; A yu wang king, T 2043, K. 3, p. 140b (cf. Przyluski, Asoka, p. 266). 
The same sources relate another incident that took place at Pundravardhana at the time of Asoka. The Nirgranthaputras 
who, as we know from Hiuan tsang were numerous in Pundravardhana, had depicted images of the Buddha that showed 
him prostrating before the Nirgrantha. Asoka became angry and sent an anny of yaksas and nagas against them which, on 
a single day, put to death 18,000 Nirgranthas. Cf. Divyavadana, p. 427; A yu wang tchouan,T 2042, k. 2, p. 107b; A yu 
wang king, T 2043, k. 3, p. 143b (Przyluski, Ashoka, p. 278). 

■^^TheTaisho texts has A lan tch'd to lo (a70 and5; 140 and 14; 159;36and3; 122 and 14) which S. Levi, Alexandre et 
Alexandrie dans les documents indiens, MSL, p. 418, n. 1, sees as Alexandria in Egypt. But the whole context indicates 
that it is not a matter of foreign cities but cities in India which the Buddha may have visited but where he did not reside 
for a long time. If A lan tch'd lo transcribes Alexandria, it is not a matter of Alexandria in Egypt but some other 
Alexandria founded by the Macedonian conqueror during his expedition into India: Alexandria of Arie or Herat (Strabo, 
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XI, 524 sq; XV, 723; Pliny, Hist. Nat., Vi, 61, 93); Alexandria of Arachosia or Kandahar; most likely Alexandria of 
Caucasia, i.e., of the Hindu-Kush (Arrien, Anabasis, III, 28. 4; IV, 22. 3; Diodorus of Sicily, XVII, 83; Quintus-Curcus, 
VII, 2, 22) which may be located at Parvan, the actual Djebel-Seradj (J. Hachkin, Recherches archeologoques a Begram, 
Paris, 1939, p. 4). 

However, it is doubtful that A lan tcho to lo transcribes Alexandria. The Han of China knew Alexandria in Egypt under 
the name of Li k'an (93 and 8; 177 and 3) or Li kien (93 nd 8; 177 nd 9); on this subject see P. Pelliot in TP, 1915, p. 690; 
JA, 1921, p. 139. - On the other hand, the Alasanda of the Milindapanha (p. 82, 327, 333, 359) is transcribed in the 
Chinese versions by the three characters A li san (170 and 5; 140 and 6; 66 and 8) which implies an original Alesan (cf. P. 
Demieville, Les versions chinoises du Milindapanha, p. 168, n. 2). All of this calls for further research, first of all to 
verify the spelling of the name. In the oldest manuscripts, Tempyo Mss. (A.D. 729), etc., the city is designated under the 
name A hi (164 and 11) tcho to lo, which immediately suggests Ahicchatra. This doubt is lifted by the Fan fan yu, T 2130, 
k. 8, p. 1038a9, which also transcribed A hi (30 and 9) tcho to lo, and, to avoid any confusion, adds the translation Che 
san (142 and 3; 120 and 12), i.e., 'Serpent-parasol', in Sanskrit, Ahicchatra. This city is mentioned in the MahamayurT, 
studied by S. Levi in JA, 1915, p. 19-138. 

Ahicchatra, 'capital of northern Pailcala; today Ramnagar, near Aonla, in the Barailly district of Rohilkand; it was part of 
the kingdom of Drupada, in Mahabharata (I, 5516). Ptolemy records the Adeisattroi (VII, 1, v. 71) and the city of 
Adisdara (VII, 1, v. 53)' (S. Levi, o.c., p. 95). Hiuan tsang visited Wo hi chi ta lo: "Outside the main city, there is a naga 
pool beside which thre is a stupa built by king Asoka. It is there that the Tathagata, while he was still in the world, 
preached the Dharma for seven days for the benefit of a nagaraja." (Si yu ki, Y 2087, k. 4, p. 893a; tr. Beall, I, p. 200-201; 
Watters, I, p. 331-332). E. Bazin-Foucher, Sar une monnaie du Pahcdla, ML, I, p. 145-153, compared this Buddhist story 
of the naga with information given to Cunningham by the brahmins of Rohilkhand: "They told a strange story of a 
snake... An old tradition going back to the Mahabharata, has it that Drona, the conqueror of Pancala, one day found Adi, 
the founder of the 'fort', asleep in a cradle fonned by the hood of a cobra; his future elevation to the throne was then 
foretold; and it is this extraordinary occurrence that gave the city its name of Snake-parasol." The same writer sees in the 
form Ahicchatra the product of a popular etymology and proposes to read Adicchatra, 'Parasol of Adi', based on the 
reading Adhicchatra found in the List of Brahmi Inscriptions of Liiders and on the variant Adisatra, attested in a 
manuscript of Ptolemy (Paris, no. 4805). According to him, the naga, the appointed protector of Ahicchatra (cf. 
Divyavagana, p. 435 sq.), was represented on a coin from northenn Pancala showing an individual hitherto unknown but 
who is none other than a many-headed naga (Cunningham, Coins of Ancient India, pi. VI, no. 15; CHA, pi. V, no. 3). - 
But the king of the snakes Ahicchatra is not linked indissolubly with the city bearing his name. In the Dhammapadattha, 
III, p. 241-247 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, III, p. 63-67), he lives in a great mound of sand ( mahdvdlukdrdsi) erected by 
Aggidatta and his companions at the borders of the lands of the Ahga-Magadhans and the kingdom of the Kurus 
(Angamagadhanah ca Kururatthassa ca antara). Moggallana, sent by the Buddha to Aggidatta and his companions to 
convert them, upon not being received by the latter, wanted to take possession of the sand mound inhabited by the snake. 
A struggle ensued; by his magical power, Moggallana triumphed over the snake and the next day, when Aggidatta and his 
friends came to the hill to see what had happened to Moggallana, they found him sitting on the sand; Ahicchata, the snake 
king, set food around him and, spreading his hood to the size of a bell-tower, he held it above the head of the Elder 
(nagaraja valukarasim.... upati dhdresi). 

315 Puskaravati (Prang, Carsadda and Rajar), capital of Gandhara, on the left bank of the Swat river. This is the 
Poukelaltis, Peukelaotis or Peukolaltis of the Greeeks (cf. P. Chantraine, in Arrien, L'lnde, p. 24, n. 1). For the geography 
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All these great cities are populous and wealthy and nevertheless the Buddha did not reside there.Why 
did he stay [so] often in the cities of Wang cho (Rajagrha)317 and Chop'o t'i (Sravasti)^ 18? Although he 
stayed sometimes at Po lo nai (Varanasi^ 19, at Kia p'i lo po (Kapilavastu^^ at Tchan p’o (Campari, 
at So tch'e to (Saketa)322 ; a t Kin chan pi (Kausamb 1)323 ; a t Kieou leou (Kurup , etc., nevertheless he 


of Gandhara, refer to A. Foucher, Sur la geographic ancienne du G ., BEFEO, I, 1901, p. 322; Notes sur I'itineraire de 
Hiuan tsang en Afghanistan, in Etudes Asiatiques, 1923, I, p. 236; De Kdpishi a Pushkaravati, BSOS, VI, 2, p. 341. - 
Puskaravatl had a coinage representing, on the obverse side, the goddess of the city with the inscription Pakhalavadi 
devada; on the reverse side, the Indian bull with the inscription TAYPOC, Usabhe. The goddess bears a mural crown and 
holds a lotus in her right hand (cf. CHI, p. 557 and pi. VI, 10). - Her temple was outside the city near the western gate 
and, according to Hiuan tsang, her image worked miracles. See Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 2, p. 881a (tr. Beal, I, P. 109; Watters, 
I, p. 214). - The Greek kings who succeeded at Puskaravatl identified her with Artemis, for coins of the Artemis type 
(Indian bull) were struck by Artemidor and Peukolaos. - Hiuan tsang (1. c.) venerated a great stupa north of the city 
(according to Foucher, the mound of Bala-Hissar), built by Asoka on the place where the Buddha gave the gift of his 
eyes. 

316 According to DTgha, II, p. 146, the six great cities at the time of the Buddha were Campa, Rajagrha, Sravasti, Saketa, 
KausambI and Varanasi. According to the Mpps, the Buddha stayed mainly in eight cities, especially in Rajagrha and 
SravastI. 

317 Rajagrha, capital of Magadha (Bihar), the present Rajgir south of Patna. Its location has been definitively identified 
and excavated by Marshall, AR Arch. Survey, 1905-1906, 1925-1926. See B. C. Law, Rajagrha in Ancient Literature, 
M. Arch. Survey, no. 58, Delhi, 1938. - The Buddha stayed there during the 1st, 2nd, 4th, 17th and 20th varsa of his 
ministry (Buddhavamsa Comm., p. 3). 

31° SravastI, capital of Kosala (Aoude), the present village of Saheth-Maheth in U.P. Cf. Marshall, Excavations at Sahet- 
Mahet, AR Arch. Surv., 1907-1908, p. 82; 1910-1911, p. 3; B. C. Law, SravastI in Indian Literature, M. Arch. Surv., no. 
50, Dalhi, 1935. - For the 45 varsas of his ministry, the Buddha spent 25 at Sravasti (See below, k. 9, p. 125c; 
Buddhavamsa Comm., p. 3). 

311 Varanasi or Kasi, on the central Ganges, the actual Benares. - It was at Benares in the Deer Park that the Buddha 
preached his first sermon, the Dharmacakrapravartanasutra. He returned there several times afterwards (cf. Vinaya, I, p. 
189, 216, 289; Samyutta, I, p. 105; V, p. 406; Aiiguttara, I, p. 110, 279; III, p. 392, 300). There he converted Yasa and 
many outstanding people (Vinaya, I, p. 15). 

330 Kapilavastu, in Nepal, principal city of the Sakya clan. Its location has been discovered near the village of Paderia, 
two miles north of Bhavanpur. Cf. P. C. Mukherji, Antiquities in the Tarai, Nepal: the region of Kapilavastu, AR Arch 
Surv., 1901; V. A. Smith, Kapilavastu, in ERE, VII, p. 659. - The Buddha was bom in the LumbinI park (Rumindel) east 
of the city; he stayed there until his departure for enlightenment. He returned during the first year of his ministry and 
made a large number of conversions (Ken pen chou... p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 9, p. 143 sq; Rockhill, Life, p. 51 sq.; Feer, 
Extraits, p. 50 sq.; Nidanakatha, p. 87 sq.). He returned again to pacify the conflict between Sakya and Koliya concerning 
the RohinI river (Dhammapadattha, III, p. 254), and during the punitive expedition of Vidudabha (Jataka, IV, p. 144 sq.). 

331 Campa, capital of Ahga (Bengal), the location of which is probably marked today by the two villages, Campanagara 
and Campapura, near Bhagalpur (CAGI, p. 3). The Buddha visited there several times (Vinaya, I, p. 312; Samyutta, I, p. 
195; Aiiguttara, IV, p. 59, 168; V, p. 151, 189). 

332 Saketa, a city in Kosala, near Ayodhya with which it may be confused. Its site has been identified with the ruins of 
Sukan Koy on the Sai, in the district of Unao of the present province of Aoude (Malasekera, II, p. 1086, It is the Sageda 
of Ptolemy (VII, 1,71). 
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stayed most often at Rajagrha and Sravasti. How do we know that he stayed especially in these two places? 
We see that the Buddhist sutras are mostly located at these two cities and rarely in another.325 

Answer. - 1. Although the great loving-kindness ( mahdmaitri ) of the Buddha [77a] reaches all equally, the 
great cities like Ujjayinl, etc., are frontier-countries (pratyantajanapada). That is why the Buddha does not 
reside there.326 

2. Moreover, criminals ( mleccha ) are numerous there and, as their roots of good are not ripe 
(i aparipakvakusalamula ), [the Buddha does not reside amonsgt them]. Thus some stanzas say: 

The sun's rays shine equally [on all]; 

The mature flowers bloom at once, 

But the flowers not yet in bloom 

Do not necessarily open up. 

In the same way, when the Buddha 

Preaches the Dharma [to all] with the same feelings ( samacitta ) to all. 

The roots of good that are already ripe blossom at once, 

Those that are not so do not open up. 

This is why the Bhagavat 

Resides amongst those who show the three following qualities: 

Keen knowledge ( tiksnajndna ), ripe roots of good ( paripakvakusalamula ), 

Reduced fetters ( samyojana ) and reduced afflictions ( klesa ). 

3. Furthermore, it is out of gratitude that the Buddha frequently resides at Rajagrha and Sravasti. 

Question. - Why is it out of gratitude that he often stays in these two cities? 


323 KausambI, capital of the Vatsas, today Kosam on the Jumna, 50 km. from Allahabad. It had several parks, Kukkuta 
and Ghositarama, where the Buddha frequently stayed. 

324 Kum is a country rather than a city. It is one of the sixteen Mahajanapadas listed in Dlgha, II, p. 200; Anguttara, I, p. 
213. etc. The country corresponds to the district of Thanasar, capital of Indraprastha, near the present city of Delhi 
(CAGI,p. 379). In one of its villages, Kalmasadamya, the Buddha preached some of his most important sermons, such as 
the Mahanidana and the Mahasatipatthanasutta. 

325 Woodward, Kindred Sayings. V, p. XVIII, has determined that among all the sutras of the four Nikayas, 871 were 
given at Sravasti, 9 in the Dlgha, 73 in the Majjhima, 736 in the Samyutta, 54 in the Anguttara. 

326 Buddhist texts frequently express their distrust towards the frontier lands. Cf. Karanaprajnapti in Lav., Cosmologie, p. 
335: "Why is the Bodhisattva not bom among the barbarian thieves of the frontiers? The people of the frontiers lack 
manners and doctrine: there would have been no common ground between the Bodhisattva and them." To live in a border¬ 
land is one of the conditions making it difficult ( aksana ) to practice the Buddhadharma (Dlgha, III, p.263-265; Anguttara, 
IV, p. 225-227). 
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Answer. - The kingdom of Kiao sa lo (Kosala) is the native land of the Buddha. This is why the Buddha 
one day replied to king P'in p'o so lo (Bimbasara) with these stanzas:-^^ 

There is a wondrous country 

Situated on the borders of the Himavat; 

Opulent and rich in various treasures. 

It is called Kosala. 

Being of the solar clan and Sakya family, 

I was born in that place. 

Filled with disgust with old age, sickness and death, 

I have left home to search for Buddhahood. 

4. Moreover, the leader of Kosala, king Pu sseu ni (Prasenajit), lived in the great city of SravastI, and the 
Buddha, in his quality of king of Dharma ( dharmardja ) also lived in that city, for the two leaders should 
live in the same place. 

5. Furthermore, Kosala is the country of the birth-body (janmakdya) of the Buddha, and it is out of 
gratitude that the Buddha often lives in SravastI. 

Question. - If it is out of gratitude that he often lives in SravastI, why does he not often live also in 
Kapilavastu, which is closer to his birth-pace? 

Answer. - Among the Buddhas, clinging ( bandhana ) has been extinguished; there are not even traces 
(vdsand) of it left. When he goes to visit his parents ( bandhu ), he feels no emotion (ndsti 


327 These stanzas are taken from the story of the first meeting between king Bimbasara and the future Buddha when he 
was still a wandering monk. The oldest Pali sources do not know this episode (cf. Thomas, Life, p. 69), but it is related in 
Pabbajasutta of the Suttanipata, III, i, v. 405-424 (tr. Fausboll, SBE, X, p. 67; Chalmers, p. 100); Nidanakatha, p. 66; 
Dhammapadattha, I, p. 85 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, I, p. 195); Mahavastu, II, p. 198-200; Lalitavistara, ch. XVI, p. 237- 
243 (tr. Foucaux, p. 205-209); Buddhacarita, ch. X (tr. Johnson, p. 141-148); Fang kouang ta chouang yen king, T 187 
(no. 16), k. 7, p. 578c-580a; Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, k. 23, p. 758 (tr. Beal, Romantic Legend, p. 178-183); Tchong 
hiu mo ho ti king, T 191, k. 5, p. 947c-948a; Fo so hing tsan, T 192 (no. 10), k. 3, p. 19-20; Ken pen chouo... p'o seng 
che, T 1450, k. 4, p. 118b- 119a (cf. Rockhill, Life, p. 27). 

The stanzas cited here depart somewhat from the old tradition attested by the complete agreement between the Suttanipata 
and the Mahavastu: 

Suttanipata, v. 422-423: JJju janapado raja.... na kdme abhipatthayam. 

Mahavastu, II, p. 199: Nijajanapada raja.... na kdmcim abhiprdrthaye. 

"At the side of the Himavat, O king, there live a people endowed with wealth and energy, the inhabitants of Kosala. They 
are of the solar race in lineage, Sakya by birth. From this family I have gone forth, having no attraction for the sense 
pleasures." 

The corresponding stanzas of the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya are in T 1450,k. 4, p. 118c-119a3. 
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nanatvasamjna)?^’ On the other hand, the majority of his Sakya disciples have not eliminated their desire 
(i avitdrdga ) and, when they go home to their relatives, they feel attachment ( sangacitta ). 

Question. - Why then does he not protect his disciples who are natives of Sravasti [from these emotions] 
but, on the contrary, often stays in Sravasti? 

Answer. - a. The disciples [native] to Kapilavastu were numerous. When the Buddha returned for the first 
time to his own country, the [three] Kasyapa brothers as well as the thousand bhiksus who originally had 
followed the brahmanical rule and practiced austerities in the mountains, had a sad appearance. King 
(Suddhodana), the Buddha's father, seeing them, found that these monks were not looking bright enough. 
Then the Bhagavat made a choice among the Sakya dignitaries and they were joined to the other less 
vigorous monks. Their families sent a message to restrain them from becoming monastics. 329 Some of 
them, well-disposed, tasted the joy of the Path; others found no joy in it. [Thus] these Sakya monks [from 
Kapilavastu] were not authorized to return to their [77b] native land, but this was not the case for the 
disciples originally from Sravasti. This is why the Buddha often resided in Sravasti but seldom in 
Kapilavastu. 


328 xhis absence of emotion is one of the eighteen special attributes ( avenikadharma ) of the Buddha. 

329 To interpret this episode which told here in a very concise way, refer to Sutralamkara, tr. Huber, p. 222: Shortly after 
the Buddha had attained enlightenment, the Buddha converted Uruvilvakasyapa, his brothers and their followers, a 
thousand in number. They freed themselves from the klesas and their hair fell out. [As Jatilas, they wore matted hair]. 
They accompanied the Sublime One to Kapilavastu as has been fully described in the Life of the Buddha. King 
Suddhodana was converted and tamed, but the Sakyas were proud of their caste. As for the Buddha Bhagavat, one could 
never grow weary of looking at him whose body was perfect, neither fat nor lean. But the brahmins and the others who 
practiced mortificartion for a long time had become emaciated; inwardly they had intellect but outwardly they were very 
ugly. They were in no condition to follow the Buddhist practices. At that time, the king, the Buddha's father, had this 
thought: "If I make the Sakyas enter into the religious life, they will be in a condition to follow the Buddha." Having 
thought thus, he had the drum beaten and made this proclamation: "You would oblige me by sending one man from each 
family of the Sakyas to enter into the religious life." - See also the passage of the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya translated by 
Feer, Extraits, p. 62-63. 

The first return of the Buddha to Kapilavastu, the city of his birth, is told in detail in Mahavastu, III, p. 112-117; Ken pen 
chouo... p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 9, p. 143 sq. It is represented at SancI (Foucher, Beginnings ofb. Art,, pi IX, 2) and on 
the bas-reliefs of Gandhara (Foucher, Art Greco-bouddique, I, p. 459-464). Errors excepted, the Pali sources say nothing 
of the edict issued by Suddhodana requiring each family to send one son and that the number of forced recruits rose to 
five hundred: Mahavastu, III, p. 176: raAa Suddhodana aha: kuldto kuldto ekah.... abhiniskramanti pravrajyayd. The 
same edict is mentioned in the Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, k. 53, p. 900b (transl. Beal, Romantic Legend, p. 353); Tchong 
hiu mo ho ti king, T 191, k. 13, p. 974b; Ta tchouang yen louen king, T 201 (no. 47), k. 8, p. 299b; Ken pen chouo...p'o 
seng che, T 1450, k. 9, p. 144b (cf. Rockhill, Life, p. 53). Hiuan tsang (Watters, Travels, II, p. 11) visited the place, near 
Kapilavastu, where the Buddha admitted "eight princes and five hundred Shakyas" into the order. But it is probably 
necessary to distinguish the ordination of the 500 Sakyas from that of the eight princes along with the barber Upali, which 
took place not at Kapilavastu but at Anupiya in the country of the Mallas where the Buddha stayed for some time after 
having left his natal city (Vinaya, II, p. 180; Dhammapadattha, I, p. 133; IV, p. 127; Manoratha, I, p. 191). 
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b. Moreover, according to the rules of the anchorites ( pravrajitadharma ), it is forbidden to have access to 
one's relatives, for attachment to relatives ( bandhahga ) is like a fire ( tejas ) or a snake ( scirpa ). If the 
disciples of the brahmins staying at home ( grhasthabrdhmana) are unable to dwell in their native land 
during their training (siksa), what then can be said of the sramanas who have gone forth from their home 
(pravraji tasramana) ? 

c. Furthermore, Kapilavastu is not as big as Sravastl, which has 90,000 households.If the Buddha 
stayed there only seldom, he could not have saved many people. This is why he stayed there often. 

d. Furthermore, in Kapilavastu, the Buddha's native land, the inhabitants had practiced (caiyd) for a long 
time, their roots of good were ripe ( paripakvakusalamula ) and their wisdom keen ( tiksnaprajna ). The 
Buddha stayed there only a short time to preach the Dharma. He did not have to stay there long and, once 
his work of salvation was done, he went away. But at Sravastl, some inhabitants had just started to practice, 
others had practiced for a long time; among some, the roots of good were ripe, among others they were not; 
some had sharp faculties ( tiksnendriya ), others did not. Many of them, by the study of treatises of all kinds, 
had crushed their minds while trying to sharpen them and had entered into the stream of all kinds of wrong 
views (nanamithyadrstijala); they had served all kinds of teachers ( dcdiya ) and venerated all kinds of gods 
( deva ). People of mixed practice ( misracaryd ) were numerous [amongst them]. This is why the Buddha 
stayed among them for a long time. 

If a physician ( vaidya ) who is caring for an ulcer ( ganda, visphota) determines that the ulcer is already ripe 
( paripakva ), he breaks it open, extracts the pus (puya ) and, having given a medication ( bhaisajya ), he goes 
away. If the ulcer is not yet ripe, he stays for a long time to smear it with ointment ( anjana ). The Buddha 
acts in the same way. If his disciples have roots of good that are ripe, he converts them by means of his 
Dharma, then he goes elsewhere. But if the disciples whom he must save have unripe roots of good, he 
must remain with them for a long time. If the Buddha appears in the world ( pradurbhavati ), it is precisely 
to save beings and lead them to the element of nirvana ( nirvdnadhdtu ), to safety (yogaksema ) and to the 
blissful abodes ( sukhavihdra ). This is why he frequently resides in Sravastl and rarely in Kapilavastu. 

e. The Buddha attained supreme perfect enlightenment ( anuttard samyaksambodhi ) and took on 
(samanvdgata) the dharmakdya in the kingdom of Mo k'ie t'o (Magadha) on the banks of the river Ni lien 
cha (Nairanjana) in the village of Won leou louo (Umvilva). This is why he frequently resides in Rajagrha. 


BUDDHA’S PREFERENCES FOR RAJAGRHA 

Question. - Now we know the reasons why the Buddha often stayed in Rajagrha and Sravastl. But of these 
two cities, why did he reside more often in Sravastl? 

Answer. - 1. It is out of gratitude for the benefits of his native land that he stayed in Sravastl frequently. All 
beings think about their birthplace. A stanza says: 


330 g ee a j so b e iow, k. 9, p. 125c. According to Buddhaghosa, Sravastl had 57,000 homes (Samantapasadika, III, p. 614) 
and its population was 18 'crores' (Suttanipata Comm., I, p. 371). 
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All the teachers who teach ( upadesdcaiya ) 

Are attached to the system that they know. 

In the same way, every person loves his homeland. 

Even having gone forth from home ( pravrajita ), they still want it. 

It is to repay the benefits of the country of his dharmakaya that the Buddha often stays at Rajagrha. A 
stanza says: 

[77c] The Buddhas of the past and the future 

And the Buddhas of the present 

Honor ( pujayanti ) their dharmakaya 

And pay homage (vandana) to it and venerate ( gurukdra ) it. 

Since the dharmakaya prevails over the body of birth (janmakaya), it is at Rajagrha that the Buddha resides 
more often. 

2. Furthermore, [the Buddha stays more often at Rajagrha] because the Tso chan (caityas) and the Tsing 
cho (viharas) are more numerous there than elsewhere. 

Thus Rajagrha has five viharas: 

i. Tchou yuan (Venuvanaj^l, 


331 Actually Rajagrha had many other stopping places. Besides those cited here, the SItavana, the Ambavana of JTvaka, 
the Pipphaliguha, the Udumbarikarama, the Moranivapa with its Paribbajakarama, the Tapodarama, the Latthivana, the 
Maddakucchi, the Supatitthacetiya, the Pasanakadetiya, the Sumagadha pool (See Malasekera, s.v.). 

The Venuvana, or Bamboo Park, was given to the Buddha by king Bimbasara (Vinaya, I, p. 39 sq.; Kou k'iu hien tsai yin 
kouo king, T 189, k. 4, p. 651c; Tch'ou fen chouo king, T 489, k. 2, 767a; Sseu fen liu, T 1428, K. 33, p. 798b; Ken pen 
chouo... p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 8, p. 138b). - When he stayed at Venuvana, the Buddha settled by preference at 
Kalandaka or Karadakanivapa (cf. DTvya, p. 262, 143). According to some sources, this field was the property of a citizen 
of Rajagrha called Kalandaka; he had made a gift of it to the heretics, but with the help of the yaksas, he later recovered it 
and offered it to the Buddha (Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, , k. 45, p. 860c-86lb; Beal, Romantic Legend, p. 314-315; 
Tchong pen k'i king, T 196,k. 1, p. 163b; Hiuan tsang, in Beal, II, p. 160 and Watters, Travels, II, p. 156). - A king fell 
asleep in this field and, about to be bitten by a snake, awoke in time at the noise of a kalandaka (squirrel, jay or magpie). 
Out of gratitude, he planted the field with bamboo so that the kalandaka s living there would always have food ( nivdpa). 
Hence the expression Kalandakanivapa. The commentaries on the Udana, I, p. 60, and on the Suttanipata, II, p. 410, tell 
the story without mentioning the name of the king. But we know from the Chinese sources that it was Bimbasara (Tchong 
hiu mo ho ti king, T 191, k. 11, p. 965b-c; Ken pen chouo... p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 8, p. 137c-138b; Rockhill, Life, p. 
43). 

The Venuvana was an ideal place of retreat for the monks, "neither too far nor too close to the city, good for coming and 
going, easy of access for those who wished to see the Buddha, not too busy during the day, sheltered from noise and 
shouting during the night, isolated and concealed from people, auspicious for meditation" (Vinaya, I, p. 39; Majjhima, III, 
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ii. Sa to pan na k'ieou ho (Saptapamaguha)^^, 

iii. Yin t'o che lo k’ieou a (Indrasilaguha)-^, 

iv. P'ip'o lopo non (Vaibharavana), 

v. Sa po chou houen tche kia po p'o lo (Sarpasundaikapragbhara)334 
The Venuvana is located on the flat plain. 

There are not as many viharas in the other places: 

a) At Sravastl there is a stopping-place called Tche houan tsing clw (Jetavanavihara).335 There is another 
called Mo k'ie lo mou t'ang (Mrgaramatrprasada).336 But there is no third stopping-place. 


p. 13; Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 145), k. 36, p. 655b). It was surrounded by a wall eighteen cubits high with a gate and 
towers (Samanata, III, p. 576; Suttanipata Comm., II, p. 419). 

332 The Vaibhara was one of the five mountains surrounding Rajagrha. At its foot was the Cave of Seven Leaves, 
Saptaparnaguha, in Pali Sattapanniguha, where the first Council was held. The Sanskrit reading Saptaparnaguha is 
attested by the Mahavastu, I, p. 70,1. 15. 

333 Indrasalaguha, or more likely, Indrasailaguha. The reading, Indrasalaguha ', 'Cave of the Indrasala [tree]', has, as 
evidence, the Pali form, Indasdlaguhd, the inscription at Barhut (2nd century B.C.) idasalaguha, the inscription of 
Tch'ang a han Tl, k. 10, p. 62c 1, Yin t'o so to k'ou. - On the other hand, the reading Indrasailaguha, 'Indra's rock cave', is 
attested by the Sanskrit fragments (Waldschmidt, Bruchstiicke, p. 61, n. 2), by the Chinese transcriptions and translations 
Yin t'o lo che che (Tchong a han, T 26, k. 33, p. 632c29), Yin t'o lo che lo kiu ho (Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 9, p. 
925b4), Che k'ou (Fa hien, in T 203, k. 6, p. 476a). According to Waldscmidt, the Pali form Indasala should be the proper 
reading, and Indrasaila would be a faulty Sanskritization. Waldschmidt also mentions the reading 'Salahohle von 
Indrasaila' in Tibetische Lebensbescreibung, transl. by Schiefner, p. 255, where the two variants saila and sdla are 
juxtaposed. This combined reading is probably a recent invention and was already known to Buddhaghosa who explained 
that the cave was between two mountains and an indasala tree grew at its entrance (Sumangala, III, p. 697: sa dvinnam 
pabbatanam.... sahkham gatci). - When the Buddha was in this cave, Sakka (Indra) came to ask him a series of questions 
that are recorded in the Sakkapahhasutta. We have several versions: Sanskrit version in Waldschmidt, Bruchstiicke, p.58- 
113); Pali version in DIgha, II, p. 263-289; Chinese translations in Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 14), k. 10, p. 62b-66a; Tchong 
a han, T 26 (no, 134), k. 33, p. 632c-638c; Ti che so wen king, T 15; Tsa pao tsang king, T 203 (no. 73), k. 6, p. 476a- 
478b (tr. Chavannes, Contes, III, p. 53-69. - The Chinese pilgrims who visited this cave found fragments of the 
Sakkapanhasutta engraved on the rock: Fa hien, p. 180; Watters, Travels, II, p. 173). - The visit of Indra has been 
represented on the monuments at Barhut (Cunningham, Bhdrhut, pi. XXVIII, 4), at SancI (Fergusson, Tree and Serpent 
Worship, pi. XI, XXIX, 1); at Bodhgaya (Coomarasamy, Bodhgayd, p;. XLVII, 1); at Gandhara (Foucher, Art Greco- 
bouddhique, I, fig. 246, 247; Hallade, Composition plastique, pi. XXI, 127; XXIV, 140; at Mathura (Vogel, Mathura, pi. 
LO, b; LIII b). 

334 Sarpasundikapragbhara is a conjectural form. Only the Pali reading is attested: Sappcisondikapabbdra. The Tsa a han, 
T 99 (no. 252), k. 9, p. 60c, translated Che t'eou yen (142 and 5; 181 and 7; 46 and 29) or 'Slope of the Serpent's Head'. It 
is a large cave located in the Sitavana near Rajagrha (DIgha, II, p. 116; Samyutta, IV, p. 40). According to Buddhaghosa 
(Sarattha, II, p. 368) it was called thus because it resembled the hood of a snake (s appaphanasadisataya evam 
laddhanamam pabbhdram). 
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b) In the region of P'o lo nai ssen (Varanasi), there is only one stopping-place, the vihara of Lou lin 
(Mrgadava) called Li chep'an t'o na (Rsipatana). 337 


335 -pijg j e tavana was offered to the Buddha by Anathapindada who had first bought it from its owned, Jeta, for the price 
of its surface covered in pieces of gold. The story of the gift is in the Vinaya, II, p. 158 sq. (tr. Rh. D. - Oldenberg, III, p. 
187-188); Wou fen liu. T 1421. k. 25, p. 167b; Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 50, p. 939b-c; Che song liu, T 1435, k. 34;, p. 
244c; Ken pen chouo... p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 8, p. 139c; Nidanakatha, p. 92-93. - It is represented at Sand (north 
torana, left abutment), at Bharhut (Cunningham, Bharhut, pi. LVII), at Gandhara (Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, I, fig. 
239). - The Buddha stayed there for nineteen varsas (Dhammapadattha, I, p. 3) and, when the Mrgaramatrprasada was 
built, he stayed at Jetavana and at Mrgaramatrptasada alternately, spending the day at one and the night at the other 
(Suttanipata Comm., I, p. 336). - The Jetavana was visited by Fa hien (tr. Giles, p. 31 sq.) and Hiuan tsang (Watters, 
Travels, I, p. 382) who found it in ruins. - On the actual state of the site, see P. Vogel, Excavations at Sahet-Mahet, AR 
Arch. Surv., 1907-1908, p. 81 sq. 

336 Th e monastery of Mrgaramatrprasada was built in the Purvarama, east of SravastI by Visakha, daughter-in law of 
Mrgara but her 'mother' in the Buddhadharma. 

333 Rsipatana or Rsivadana, on the outskirts of Benares where the Deer Park (Mrgadava or Mrgadaya) is located. It is 
there that all the Buddhas must give their first sennon (Sumangala, II, p. 424) and the Buddha preached the 
Dharmacakrapravartanasutra to the five monks (Vinaya, p. 8); it is one of the four great pilgrimage places, determined by 
the Buddha (DIgha, II, p. 140). 

In the texts there are various explanations of the terms Rsipatana, 'Fall of the Sages'. 

i. According to Buddhaghosa (Manoratha, II, p. 180; Papanca, II, p. 188; Sarattha, III, p. 296), it is due to the fact that the 
rsis (i.e., the Buddhas and Pratyekabuddhas) come down there (patana) to proclaim their Dharma and celebrate the 
uposatha (buddhapaccekabuddhasamkhdtdnam ismatn.... ti attho). 

ii. A legend has been invented to explain the tenn: Mahavastu, I, p. 357: "In a big forest half a yojana from Benares, there 
lived 500 pratyekabuddhas. They entered into parinirvana after having each pronounced a stanza of the 
Khaggavisanasutta (Suttanipata, v. 35-75). Rising up into the air, they changed into fire ( tejodhatum samapadyitva) and 
entered into full parinirvana, In their own fire, their flesh and blood were consumed and their bodies fell to the ground." - 
Lalitavistara, p. 18-219: "Near Benares, in the Mrgadava at Rsiptana, five hundred pratyekabuddhas who lived there, 
having heard the voice [announcing the conception of the Bodhisattva], rose up into the sky to the height of seven tal 
trees and, having attained the region of ‘fire like extinguished torches’, entered into full nirvana. Whatever bile, phlegm, 
sinews, nerves, bones, flesh and blood they had disappeared, completely consumed by the fire; the pure relics ( sanrani) 
alone fell to the ground. And because the rsis fell there in this way, from that time on this place was given the name of 
Rsipatana" (tr. Foucaux, p. 20). The Lalitavistara precedes this legend with an identical story applied, not to 500 
pratyekabuuddhas, but to one single one, the pratyekabuddha Matanga; Fa hien (tr. Legge, p. 94) reproduces the latter 
version of the legend which he locates, not at the moment of the Buddha's conception, but seven days after his 
enlightenment. - Finally, the parinirvana of the 500 pratyekabuddhas and the fall of their bodies are also told in the Fo 
pen hing tsi king, T 190, k. 6, p. 677a (tr. Beal, Romantic Legend, p. 25-26). - Luders, Bharhut u. d. buddh. Literatur, p. 
41-44, has identified this story on a relief at Bharhut (Cunningham, Bharhut, pi. XLII, 5). But apart from the reading 
Rsipatana, there is often the reading Rsivadana, 'Face of the Rsi', for which no explanation, even legendary, has yet been 
found. See Mahavastu, I, p. 43, 161, etc.; Divyavadana, p. 393, 464. 

In the Rsipatana there was the Mrgadava 'Deer Park' or Mrgadaya 'Gift of the deer', which Hiuan tsang described 
minutely in Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 7, p. 905b (tr. Beal, II, p. 45; Watters, II, p. 48); the precision of his information has been 
brought to light by the series Excavations at Sdrnath published by Marshall and Konow in AR Arch. Surv, 1904-1905. 
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c) At P'i ye li (Vaisali) there are two stopping-places: the first is called Mo ho p'an (Mahavana) and the 
second Mi heou tch'e ngan (Markatahradatlra).338 

d) At Kieou chan mi (Kausambl) there is a stopping-place called K'iu che lo yuan (Ghosilarama).339 

In all these regions, there was either a stopping-place having a vihara or an empty ( sunya ) forest. But 
Rajagrha had many viharas suitable for meditators ( dhydyin ), and since these stopping-places were in safe 
(yogaksema ) areas, the Buddha stayed there frequently. 


There is a legend explaining the name Mrgadava: "Two deer-kings led a herd of 500 deer. One of these kings was the 
Bodhisattva. The king of the country wanted to go hunting, so the two deer-kings begged him on bended knees to be 
content with two deer daily which they would send him for his kitchen. The agreement was made, and it was the turn of a 
pregnant hind to go to her death. Filled with compassion for her, the Bodhisattva, in the fonn of one of the deer-kings, 
presented himself in her place at the palace. The king of the country, ashamed to be less generous than a deer, forbade 
hunting in his kingdom and gave this forest to the deer under the name 'Deer Park' " (Chavannes). This legend occurs with 
some variants in detail in Pali Jataka, I, p.145 sq.; Mahavastu, I, p. 359-366; Lieou tou tsi king, T 152 (no. 18), k. 3, p. 
12bl3a (cf. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 68-71); Ta tchouang yen louen king, Y 201 (no. 69), k. 14, p. 338a-339a (tr. Huber, 
Sutralamkara, p. 411-416); Tsa p'i yu king, T 207 (no. 20), p. 527a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 35-37); Hiuan tsang, Si 
yu ki, T 2087, k. 7, p. 906a-b (tr. Beal, II, p. 50-51; Watters, II, p. 54-55). 

338 Yajgaii j s the present-day Besarch on the Gandaki, in the district of Muzafferpur in Tirhut (Cf. V. Smith, JRAS, 1907, 
p. 267; J. Marshall, AR Arch. Surv., 1903-1904). Its main monastery was the Ktitagarasala ‘Hall of the Belvedere”, 
described at length in Sumaiigala, I, p. 310; Papanca, II, p. 267. But whweas the Pali textx locate it in the Mahavana 
‘‘Large Forest”. The Sanskrit texts place it on the Markalahradallra “Shore of the Monkey Pool”. Thus, when a Pali sutta 
beings with the phrase: Bhagavd Vesaliyam mahdvane kutagdrasalayam, the corresponding Sanskrit sutra (known by the 
Chinese Agama) begins with Bhagavan Vaisdlim upanisritya viharati markataheadatfre kutagdrasalayam. (Compare, 

e. g., Pali Samyutta, I, p. 29, with the Samskrit Samyukta in T 99 (no. 1274), k. 48, p. 359a, and T 100 (no. 272), k. 14, p. 
290c, and T 100 (no. 34), k. 2, p. 384b). The same indication Markatahradatlre is also found in the post-canonical texts: 
Mahavastu, I, p. 300;Divyavadana, p. 136, 200; Avadanasataka, I, p. 8, 279. - However that may be, the Mpps says 
nothing here about the Ktitagarasala and mentions only the stops in the Mahavana, the great forest extendoing from 
Vaisali to the Himalaya (Sumangala, I, p. 309) and in the Markatahradatira. This pool is thus called because it had been 
dug out by the Buddha for the monkeys. Hiuan tsang, who visited it (Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 7, p. 908b; tr. Beal, II, p. 68; 
Watters, II, p. 65) tells us that to the south of the pool there is a stupa commemorating the offering of honey to the 
Buddha by a monkey. This episode is told in the Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 32), k. 8, p. 471a; Ken pen chouo... yao che, T 
1448, k. 18; Ken pen chouo... p’o seng che, T 1450, k. 12, p. 163c; Mo ho seng k’i liu, T 1425, k. 29, p. 464a; Hien yu 
king, T 202 (no. 54), k. 12, p. 420c-430c (cf. I. J Schmidt, Der Weise und der Thor, chap. XL, p. 347); A. Schiefner, 
Tibetische Lebensbeschreibung, p. 302. It is represented at Sanchl (Fergusson, Tree and Serpent Worship, pi. X, XII, 
XXVI), at Bharhut (Cunningham, Bhdrhut, pi. XV and XXX), at Gandhara (Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, p. 1, p. 513, 

f. 254), and in Bepalses miniatures (Id., Iconographie bouddhique, pi. VII, X). 

The Mpps also fails to mention the Ambaldlivana given to the Buddha by the well-iknown courtesan, very close to 
Vaisali (cf. Vinaya, I, p. 231-233; Fa hien, tr. Legge, p. 72; Hiuan tsang, tr. Beal, II, p. 68; Watters, II, p. 69). 

339 Ghosila (in PaEi Ghosaka) and the 500 ascetics of the Himavat whom he maintained had gone to SravastI to invite 
the Buddha. When the latter accepted their invitation, they built dwellings at Kausambl to receive him and his monks. 
The construction of Ghosila was called Ghosilarama, in Pali, Ghositararma. Cf. Dhammapadattha, I, p. 207-208 (tr. 
Burlingame, Legends, I, p. 280); Papanca, II, p. 390. 
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3. Furthermore, at Rajagrha there were six heretic teachers, Fou na lo (Piirana), who claimed to be 
omniscient ( sarvajna ) and were rivals of the Buddha.340 There were also the brahmacarins Tch'ang chao 
(Dirghanakha), P'o ts'o sing (Vatsagotra), Kiu kia na ta (Kokanada), etc., all the great heretical teachers 
(tirthikamahopadesacarya)?^ ' Finally, there was the dyusmat Che li k'ou to (Srlgupta).342 fj p’ 0 ( a t0 
(Devadatta), A cho che (Ajatasatru),343 e tc., who wished to harm the Buddha, did not believe in the 
Buddhadharma and were filled with jealousy ( Trsyd ). 

[78a] Since these individuals were at Rajagrha, the Buddha often stayed there. In this way, near a place 
where poisonous herbs ( visatrna ) grow, there must be a medicinal herb ( osadhi). Some stanzas say: 

If the lion (, simha ), 

King of all the wild beasts, 

Roars out against small insects ( pranika ), 

340 p or puj-gjja an( j the heretic techers, cf. B. C. Law, Six heretical Teachers in BS, III, p. 73-88; Barua, History of Pre- 
Buddhist Philosophy, Calcutta. 

341 DIrganakha has already been mentioned. - The conversion of Vatsagotra is recounted in detail in the three 
Vacchagottasuttas in the Majjhima (no. 71-73), I, p. 481-497. The last two may be found in the Chinese Samyukta, Tsa a 
han, T 99 (no. 962 and 964), k. 34, p. 245b sq. In the Samyukta, all these sutras are located at Rajagrha, in the 
Kalandakavenuvana, which confirms the assertion of the Mpps according to which Vatsagotra lived in Rajagrha. On the 
other hand, in the Pali Majjhima, the related suttas on the same individual are located respectively at Vaisall, SravastI and 
Rajagrha. - Kokanada is a parivrajaka who debated with Ananda on the eternity of the world and the other reserved 
points. A Kokanadasutra has been discovered in central Asia by Griinwedel, published by R. Pischel, Bruchstucke des 
Sanskritkanons des Buddhisten aus Idykutsari TP, SPAW, XXV, 1904, p, 820. Very close, the Chinese version of Tsa a 
han, T 99 (no. 967), k.34, p. 248b (cf. S. Levi, Le Samtyuktagama Sanscrit et les feuillets de Griinwedel, TP, 1904,p. 297- 
309). The corresponding Pali sutta is in Aiiguttara, V, p. 196. 

342 Srlgupta, brother-in-law of Jyotiska and disciple of Piirana. To avenge his teacher who had been ridiculed by 
Jyotiska, he invited the Buddha and his monks to dine, prepared poisoned food, had a ditch dug filled with hidden fire and 
threw his wife, Jyotiska's sister, into a dungeon. Disregarding the warnings of the devas, the Buddha accepted this 
invitation. Under his feet, the fire-filled ditch was changed into a pool covered with lotuses. Srlgupta freed his wife and 
asked her to intercede for him with the Buddha, then he came himself and asked for pardon. The Buddha reassured him 
and ordered the monks to chant the samprakyata which renders poisonous food harmless. Srlgupta is well known to the 
Sanskrit and Chinese sources: Avadanakalpalata, ch. VIII, (T i, p. 258-270); Tseng yi ahan T 125, k. 41, p. 773c; Ta 
tchouang yen louen king, T 201 (no. 67), k. 13, p. 327c-333a (tr. Huber, Sutralamkara, p. 361-386); To hou tchang tcho 
king, T 545, vol. XIV, p. 840 sq. (Tibetan correspondent: Dpal sbas, Mdo XVI, 17; Csoma-Feer, p. 262; OKC, no. 883); 
Che song liu, T 1435, k. 61, p. 464b: Ken pen chouo... mou to kia, T 1452, analyzed fully by S. Levi, Le Sutralamkara et 
ses sources, JA, July-Aug. 1908, p. 154-158; Hiuan tsang (tr. Beal, II, p. 151; Watters, II p. 150); Yi tsing (tr. Takakusu, 
p. 39). - In the Pali sources, Sirigotta is a lay devotee, filled with devotion to the Buddha and scorned by the Nirgrantha. It 
is his friend Garahadinna who offers to the Buddha the poisoned food described above; cf. Dhammapadattha, I, p. 434- 
447 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, II, p. 92-99); Milinda, p. 350. 

343 The traps laid for the Buddha by Devadatta and Ajatasatru are well known. It suffices here to refer to the handbooks: 
Kern, Histoire, I, p. 186; Manual, p. 38; Thomas, Life of Buddha, p. 132; T. W. Rhys-Davids, Devadatta, in ERE, IV, p. 
675-677. 
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He is laughed at by all. 

If it is against the tigers ( vydghra ), wolves 
And other ferocious beasts 
That he roars so powerfully, 

He is valued by the experts. 

The teaching masters are like the ferocious tigers, 

But, in their midst, [the Buddha] fears nothing. 

These great sages have seen much, heard much ( bahusruta ), 
But amongst them [the Buddha] is foremost. 


Since these great sages ( mahapandita ) and great learned one ( bahusruta ) live at Rajagrha, the Buddha 
often stays there.. 

4. Furthermore, king P'in p'o so lo (Bimbasara) had gone to K'ieye sseu cho (Gayaslrsa) to see the Buddha 
and his followers, the 1000 Kie fa (Jatilas) who [had become] arhats. Then the Buddha preached to the 
king who attained the state of Siu t'o houan (srotaapanna, entiy into the stream). After that, the king 
invited the Buddha in these words: "I would like the Buddha and his community ( samgha ) to come to my 
city of Rajagrha and accept, for their lifetime, the clothing ( cfvara ), leather (carman), food ( ahara ), beds 
and seats ( sayanasana ) and medicines ( bhaisajya ) that I will furnish for them." The Buddha accepted his 
invitation and that is why he frequently resides at Rajagrha.344 

5. Furthermore, of the four directions (dis) in Yen feou t'i (Jambudvlpa), the east ( purva dik) is the foremost 
because the sun rises there; next are the south ( daksind dik), west ( pascima dik) and north ( uttard dik). In 
the west, the country of Magadha is the most powerful. In the country of Magadha, the city of Rajagrha is 
the most powerful: it contains 120,000 households. After the Buddha's nirvana, king A cho che 
(Ajatasatru), whose lineage had weakened, abandoned the great city of Rajagrha and built a small city one 
yojana in size nearby called Po lo li fou to lo (Pataliputra). 345 jf the latter prevails over all the other cities, 
what then should be said of Rajagrha? 


344 F or Bimbasara's invitation, see above. 

345 Pataliputra, presently Patna, below the point where the Gandak from the north and the Sone from the south flow into 
the Ganges (L. A. Waddell, Discovery of the exact site of Pataliputra, Calcutta, 1892; AR, Arch Surv 1912-1913). - In 
times gone by, the city was called Kusumapura or Puspapura "City of flowers' (Hiuan tsang, T 2087, k. 8, p. 910c; 
DIpavamsa, XI, v. 28; Mahavamsa, IV, v. 31; Mahabodhivamsa, p. 153; later it was called Pataliputra following the 
wedding of a young brahmin with a branch of pdtala or begonia (Hiuan tsang, ibid., tr. Watters, II, p. 87). - Shortly before 
his death, the Buddha went to the village of Pataligrama where the ministers of Ajatasatru, Sunldha and Varsakara, built a 
fortress to serve as defense against the Vrjis. The Buddha foretold the greatness of that city from that time on, but 
declaring that it would be menaced by the threefold perils of fire, flood and disharmony. Escorted by the two ministers, he 
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6. Furthermore, at Rajagrha there are many intelligent people ( medhavin ) learned and wise, which is not 
the case in the other lands. 


7. Furthermore, some men, before attaining the Path, wait for the time, the place and the wished-for 
individual. The Buddha knows in advance that Che t'o houan yin (Sakradevendra) and 80,000 devas should 
attain the Path at Magadha in the Rock Cave ( sailaguha ).^46 That is why he often stayed at Rajagrha. 

8. Furthermore, this land is wealthy; when one begs for one's food, one obtains it easily. This is not the 
case in the other lands. This wealth is the result of three causes: 

i. King Bimbasara had given orders that food always be provided near his palace for 1000 bhiksus.347 

ii. Chou t'i k'ie (Jyotiska), born among humans, nevertheless possessed the wealth of a god. 348 

iii. A po lo lo (Apalala), king of the nagas, was converted because of a good thought ( kusalacitta ) and 
became a disciple of the Buddha. To prevent famines ( durbhiksa ), he caused an unceasing beneficial rain 
to fall. That is why this country is wealthy.349 


went to the Ganges; the gate through which he left the city and the place where he crossed the Ganges received the names 
of Gautamadvara ‘Gautama's gate' and Gautamatlrtha 'Gautama's ford' respectively (Vinaya, I, p. 226-230; Drgha, II, p. 
84-89); Udana, VIII, 6, p. 85-90; Chinese versions of Mahaparinirvanasutra, T 1, k. 2, p. 12; T 5, p. 162b-c; T 6, p. 177c; 
Ken pen chouo... tsa che, T 14, k. 36, p. 384c; Rockhill, Life, p. 127). - Pataliputra soon supplanted Rajagrha and became 
the capital of Magadha under king Udayin or Udayibhadra, son of Ajatasatru, the Kunika of the Jain sources (Vinaya, tr. 
Rh. D. - Oldenberg, II, p. 102). In any case, Munda, grandson of Ajatasatru, made Pataliputra his residence (Anguttara, 
III, p. 57; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 24, p. 679a). However, according to Hiuan tsang, T 2087, k. 8, p. 911a. it was a 
certain Asoka (Kalasoka?), great-grandson of Bimbasara, who changed the capital of Magadha from Rajagrha to 
Pataliputra. - Shortly after Kalasika, the throne of Magadha passed to the Nanda dynasty, then to that of the Mauryas. 
Megasthenes, ambassador of Seleukos in the service of Candragupta, about 305 BC, has left for us a description of the 
city of Palimbothra (= Pataliputra): "This city extends, on each side, in its greatest length, 80 stades (15 km.); in width, 15 
stades (3 km.); a moat surrounds the entire city 6 plethres (180 m.) in width, 20 cubits (15 m.) in depth. The surrounding 
wall has 570 towers and 64 gates" (Arrien, X, 6; tr. P. Chartraine, Les belles Lettres, p. 37). These dimensions hardly 
agree with the information given by the Mpps which attributes to Pataliputra a circumference of one yojana. 

346 This is the Indrasailaguha; see above. 

347 s ee above. 

348 p or t [ le s t or y 0 f jyotiska and a description of this wealth, refer to the Dhammapadattha, p. 207-221 (tr. Burlingame, 
Legends, III, p. 319-331); Divyavadana, XIX, p. 262-290 (tr. H. Zimmer, Karma, ein buddhistischer Legendenkrans, 
Miinchen, 1925, p. 105-174); Fo wou po ti tseu, T 199 (nO. 17), p. 195; Chou t'i k'ie king, T 540, vol. XIV, p. 825; Tapan 
nie p'an king, T 375, k. 28, p. 789a; Rockhill, Life, p. 65-70, 94-95. 

349 Evidently this is the serpent Alala, protector of Magadha. The story of his conversion is told in the P'ou sa pen hing 
king, T 155, k. 2, p. 116a-l 19a, and summarized in Hobogirin, Aharara, p. 10, in the following words: The pool of Yeou 
lien, near Rajagrha, is the home of a dragon named Sundara which destroyed the crops in the Magadha. A brahmin 
subdued it by means his magic and the population rewarded him with gifts, but when the Buddha was about to establish 
Rajagrha, his beneficent activity sufficed to repress the activity of the dragon and the people stopped offering gifts to the 
brahmin. Irritated, he vowed to become a dragon along with his wife and two children; to be assured of the realization of 
this vow, he acquired the merit of offering a meal to the Buddha's four great disciples. Then he took the place of the 
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[78b] Thus, after the nirvana of the Buddha, the sthavira Mo ho kia cho (Mahakasyapa), wishing to gather 
together the scriptures, looked for a wealthy country where begging would be fruitful and where the 
scriptures could be quickly collected. After reflecting, he thought of Rajagrha where, under the order of 
king Bimbasara, food was always prepared for 1000 bhiksus. True, the king was dead, but this custom had 
not been abolished. At Rahagrha food was easy to find and the scriptures could easily be collected 
there. ^50 In other countries, this was not always the case: "When the alms-round is made, the heretics 
(i tfrthika ) would come to engage in debates; if one debated with them, the gathering of the scriptures would 
suffer; if one did not engage in debate with them, they would say: 'These sramanas are not good for us.' “ 
For all these considerations, Mahakasyapa chose 1000 great arhats and went to the Grdhrakutaparvata to 
compile the basket (pitaka ) of the texts there. For these three reasons, we know that begging was 
successful in the land of Magadha. 

On the other hand, in the Agamas and in the Vinaya, it is said that at P'i ye li (Vaisall), there are often 
famines (durbhiksa)r’- > * Similarly, the Hiang nan t'o p'o nan t'o long wang hiong king 


dragon Sundara and began to ravage the crops, of which he left only the straw, hence his name Palala 'Without straw'; his 
wife, changed into a dragon, received the name Pi cheou ni, and one of his sons, the name K'i chan ni. King Ajatasatru 
asked the Buddha for help; aided by Vajrapani, who split the mountain with his thunderbolt, the Buddha subjugated the 
dragon, his wife and children, and all the dragons and demonic creators of illnesses were saved in the naighboring 
kingdom of Vaisall. - A somewhat different story, but also located in Magadha, is told in a commentary on the 
Ekottaragama, the Fen pie kong to louen, T 1507, k. 5, p. 559): The brahmin Fan che, who had taken birth in the form of 
the dragon Apalala and ravaged the crops in Magadha, was transported to the north-west of India: the Mpps, below at k. 
9, p. 126b, tells us that the Buddha went to north-western India to the land of Yue tche and there subjugated the king of 
the dragons, Apalala. A large number of texts tell this legend of the north-west of India: Ken pen chouo... yao che, T 
1448, k. 9, p. 40b (tr. in Przysluski, ibid., p. 510): In northern India, the dragon Apalala, vanquished by the Buddha aided 
by the yaksa Vajrapani, was converted along with his wife and children. [The Buddha predicted that one hundred years 
after his nirvana, the disciple Madhyantika would convert the poisonous dragon Huruta in Kasmir]. - Several texts allude 
to this episode: Divyavadana, p. 348, 385; Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 604), k. 23, p. 165b22; Legend of Asoka in T 2942, k. 1, 
p. 102b and T 2043, k. 2, p. 135b. 

Hiuan tsang locates in a pool near the sources of the Shubhavastu (Swat) the place where the Buddha, with the aid of 
Vajrapani's thunderbolt, tamed the dragon Apalala, the reincarnation of the brahmin Gangi. However, in order to assure 
his livelihood, the Buddha permitted him to raise a storm every twelve years (Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 3, 882b-c; tr. Beal, I, p. 
122; Watters, I, p. 229). 

Other dragons, also tamed by the Buddha, are possibly identical with Apalala; for example, the dragon Aravala that 
ravaged Kasmir and was tamed by Madhyantika (Samantapasadika, I, p. 65; Mahavamsa, XII, v. 9-20, tr. Geiger, p. 82; 
Chan kien p'i p' cha liu, T 1462, k. 2, p. 685a, tr. by Przyluski, N.-O. de llnde, p. 562), and the dragon Ho lo (53 and 10; 
122 and 14), [probably Aravala], converted by the Buddha (Hien kie king, T 425, k. 4, p. 30b). For the monuments, see 
Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, I, p. 544-553. 

350 Qf Vinaya, II, p. 285: Atha kho therdnam bhikkunam.... upgaccheyyun ti. - The same deliberation in the other 
Vinayas, cf. Przyluski, Concile, p. 140, 172, 20294, 226. 

Famines at Vaisall are mentioned in the Vinaya, IV, p. 23; Mahlsasaka Vinaya, Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 22, p. 152b. 
But the city of Rajagrha was not free of them as far as is known: Vinaya, II, p. 175; Ken pen chouo... p'o seng che, T 
1450, k. 20, p. 202c. 
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(Nandopanandagarajadamanasutra)352 sa y S that at Cho p’o t’i (Sravastl) also there were famines. There 
were frequent famines in the other contries as well. But this is not the case for Magadha. This is why we 
know that Magadha is wealthy and that begging there is successful. 

9. Finally, between two mountains, Rajagrha is a well-protected retreat. In the other lands, the monasteries 
(vihara ) are on level ground; numerous crowds enter, leave and come and go as they please. These are not 
well-protected retreats. In the mountains of Rajagrha there are many viharas; contemplatives ( dhyayin ) and 
aryas who all love sheltered retreats settle there in great numbers. The Buddha, chief of contemplatives and 
aryas, frequently resides at Rajagrha. 

These are the various reasons why he often stays at Rajagrha. 


BUDDHA’S PREFERENCES FOR GRDHRAKUTAPARVATA 

Question. - If it is true that the Buddha resides preferentially at Rajagrha, why does he dwell more often on 
the Grdhrakutaparvata rather than at Venuvana? 

Answer. - I have already answered that question: the aryas and contemplatives ( dhyayin ) are happy in 
sheltered places. 

Question. - But at Rajagrha there are four other mountains: the Pi p'o lo po nou (Vaibharavana). etc. Why 
does he stay less often there than at Grdhrakutaparvata? 

Answer. - 1. Of the five mountains [of Rajagrha], the Grdhrakutaparvata is the best. Why is that? Because 
its monastery ( vihara ) is close to the city but difficult of access; this is why the crowds do not go there. But 
as it is near the city, begging is not tiring. That is why the Buddha resides frequently on the 
Grdhrakutaparvata and not elsewhere. 

2. Moreover, it is on the Grdhrakutaparvata that the sthavira Mo ho kia cho (Mahakasyapa) compiled the 
three baskets of the Dharma ( dharmapitaka ). When he had saved the beings who could be saved, he 


352 a short sutra, the Pali original of which is reproduced in its entirety by Buddhaghosa in his Visuddhimagga, II, 
p.398-401 (title in Jataka, V, p. 126,1. 22), translated into Chinese by the Scythian Tche k'ien, under the title Long wang 
hiong ti king, T 597, vol. XV, p. 131, and into Tibetan under the name Kluhi rgycilpo dgah bo her dgcih hdul bain mdo, 
Mdo XXX, 21 (Csoma-Feer, p. 289; OKC, no. 755, p. 228). The Buddha along with 500 bhiksus went to the Trayastrimsa 
heaven which overhangs the palace of the naga king, Nandopananda. Angry, the latter wrapped himself seven times 
around Mount Meru to hide it from the Buddha's sight. Rastrapala and Bhadrika proposed to the Buddha to overcome 
him, but it was Maudgalyayana who was charged with this task. A terrible struggle ensued. The naga finally took to flight 
but, pursued and being brought back by Maudgalyayana, he changed himself into a young brahmin who took refuge in the 
Buddha. - The conversion of Nandopananda, which bears a striking resemblance to that of the dragon Apalala, is told or 
simply mentioned in Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 28, p. 703b sq.; Saddharmapundarlka, p. 4, 1. 11; Divyavadana, p. 307, 
329, 395; Legend of Asoka (in Przyluski, Asoka, p. 257). - Below, the Mpps, k. 32, p. 300a-b, has Nanda and Upananda, 
two brothers, who want to destroy Sravastl. 
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wanted, like the Buddha, to enter nirvana. 353 In early morning ( purvahna ), having taken his bowl and his 
cloak (patracivaram dddya), he entered Rajagrha to beg (rdjagrham pinddya prdvikisat). Then he 


353 Tijg nirvana of Mahakasyapa, on which the Pali sources are silent, is related in a whole series of texts in greater or 
lesser detail: Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 44, p. 789a; Mo ho mo ye king, T383, k. 2, p. 1013b; Mi 16 hia lota tch'eng fo king, 
T 456, p. 433b; Divyavadana, p. 61-62 (= Ken pen chouo...yao che, T 1448, k.6, p 25a-b; Ken pen chouo... tsa che, T 
1451, k. 40. p. 408c-409c (tr. J. Przyluski, Le Nord-Ouest de I'Inde, JA, 1914, p. 522-528); P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 20, p. 
99b, and especially k. 135, p. 698b: Kosa, VII, p. 120; A yu wang tchouan, T 2042, k. 4, p. 114a-l 16b (tr. Przyluski, 
Ashoka, p. 327-340); A yu wang king, T 2043, k. 7-8, p. 152 sq.; Fa hien tchouan, T 2085, p. 863c (tr. Legge, p. 92-93); 
Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 9, p. 919b-c (tr, heal, II, p. 142-144; Watters, II, p. 143-146). - Because of their 
precision, here is a translation of two of these sources: 

T 456, p. 433b: At that time, Maitreya with his disciples went to the Grdhrakutaparvata. Having come to the foot of the 
mountain, peacefully and with slow steps he climbed the Lang tsi mountain (94 and 7; 157 and 6; probably Kukkurapada, 
'Wolf-track Mountain'). Having come to the summit, he tapped the mountain with his toes. Then the great earth shook 
eighteen times up to the top of the mountain. Maitreya then struck the mountain with two fingers of his hand and, like a 
cakravartin king, opened the gate of a large city. Then with heavenly-perfumed oil, king Brahma anointed the head of 
Mahakasyapa, struck the great gong gandi and blew the great conch of the Dhanna ( dharmasankha ). Mahakasyapa awoke 
from nirodhasamapatti, threw his upper garment over his shoulder ( ekamsam uttarasafigam krtva), knelt on his right knee 
(daksinam janumandalam prthivyam pratisthdpya) and, with his palms of his hands pressed together ( anjalim pranamya ), 
he took the samghatl of the Buddha Sakyamuni [of which he was the holder] and offered it to Maitreya, saying: "The 
great Teacher Sakyamuni, tathagata, arhat samyaksambuddha, when he was about to enter into nirvana, entrusted me with 
this religious robe to offer to you, O Venerable One." Then the great assembly asked Buddha Maitreya: "Who is on the 
summit of this mountain, this man with the head of an insect, tiny, ugly, carrying the robe, who made offerings to the 
Venerable One?" Then the Buddha Maitreya said to his great disciples: "Do not scorn this man... it is Mahakasyapa." 
Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 135, p. 698b: At the time of nirvana, why does the Buddha not keep the body of emanation 
(nirmanakaya) in order to continue to preach the Dhanna and benefit beings after his nirvana? Why, on the other hand, 
does the sthavira Mahakasyapa, after his parinirvana, keep his body and remain for a long time? The sthavira 
Mahakasyapa had gone to Rajagrha to beg his food and after he had eaten, he climbed the mountain of Ki tsou (172 and 
10; 157: Kukkutapada). This mountain had three peaks and looked like a cock's foot. The sthavira penetrated to the 
middle and, seated with crossed legs ( paryankam baddhva), he made the following declaration: "I wish that my body with 
my patched robes ( pamsukula ), my bowl (pdtra) and my staff ( danda ) may remain for a long time, for 57 kotis and 60 
hundred thousands of years, without decaying. When the Tathagata Maitreya, the fully enlightened arhat 
(samyaksambuddha ) ,will appear in the world ( pradurbhuta ), I will give him [this robe] that belonged to the Buddha." 
Having made this vow, he entered parinirvana and then the three peaks of the mountain closed into one over the sthavira 
who remained in perfect posture. When the Buddha Maitreya will appear in the world, he will lead numberless men and 
gods to the summit of this mountain and say to the assembly: "Do you want to see the great disciple Kasyapa who was 
foremost among all the disciples of Sakyamuni who practiced the rules of strict austerity ( dhutaguna )?” The assembly 
will answer: "We would like to see him." Then the Tathagata Maitreya will strike the summit of Kukkutapadaparvata with 
his right hand and the peak will separate again into three parts. At that moment, Kasyapa with his patched robes, his bowl 
and his staff will rise up into space ( dkasa ). The immense crowd of gods and men, seeing this miracle ( pratiharya ), will 
cry out at the miracle ( adbhtadharma) and their hearts will be moved. The Bhagavat Maitreya will preach the Dhanna as 
is proper and all will be able to see the truths. 
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ascended Grdhrakutaparvata^^ anc j said to his disciples; "Today 1 will enter [78c] nirvana-without-residue 
{nirupadhisesanirvana)." Having spoken thus, he enterd his house and, seated cross-legged ( paryankam 
dbhujya), he perfumed his body with pure absorptions (, andsravasamapatti ). The disciples of 
Mahakasyapa entered Rajagrha and said to the officials: "Do you know that the sthavira Mahakasyapa has 
today entered into nirupadhisesanirvana?" At these words, all the officials felt very sad. They said: "The 
Buddha has already disappeared (; niruddha ) and now Mahakasyapa who protected (pdlayati) the 
Buddhadharma also wants to enter nirupadhisesanirvana!" At twilight, officials and bhiksus met at the 
Grdhrakutaparvata. That same night, the sthavira Mahakasyapa came out of his concentration ( samdpatter 
vyutthdya), entered the assembly and sat down. He praised impermanence ( anityatd ): "All conditioned 
dharmas ( samskrtadharma ), the results of causes and conditions ( pratityasamutpanna ), are impermanent; 
non-existent yesterday, existent today, tomorrow they return to non-existence; therefore they are 
impermanent. Being impermanent, they are suffering ( duhkha ). Being suffering, they are without substance 
(i andtmaka ). As they are without substance, the sage (pandita ) should not be attached ( abhinivisate ) to 'me' 
and 'mine' (ddymdtmfya). If he is attached to 'me' and 'mine', he experiences immense sadness and 
suffering. The mind ( citta ) should experience disgust ( samvega ) in the presence of all the universes ( loka) 
and seek renunciation ( vairdgya )." Proclaiming in every way the suffering at the heart of the universes 
( lokadhdtu ), he freed his mind in order to enter into nirvana. When he had finished preaching, he put on 
the robe (s amghdti) that he had received from the Buddha^ 5 once more and, taking his robe ( cfvara ), his 
bowl (pdtra ) and his staff ( danda ), he rose up into space like the golden-winged bird ( garuda ), [assumed] 
the four bodily postures (, kdyerydpatha ); seated, lying down, walking and standing. In his one body there 
appeared innumerable [79a] bodies that filled the universes of the east, then these innumerable bodies 


3^4 p[ c ascended the Grdhrakuraparvata and still more precisely, according to most of the sources (T 1451, p. 409b; T 
1545, p. 698b; T2042, p. 114c; T 2085, p. 863c; T 2987, p. 919b) the mountain ‘cock's foot' ( kukkutpadci ), probably a 
mountain chain making up part of the Grdhrakutaparvata massif; at least this is what may be inferred from the passage 
from T 456, p. 433b, translated above. Fa hien placed the Kukkutapada three li south of the bodhi tree (T 2087, p. 868c), 
Hiuan tsang placed it 100 li east of the Mo ho river (T 2087, p. 919b), and Yi tsing, near the bodhi tree (Chavannes, 
Religieux eminents, p. 47). - We know from Hiuan tsang and Yi tsing (l.c.) that this mountain was also called Gurupada, 
the mountain of'Teacher's foot'. - In the place of the reading 'Cock's foot' (Ki tsou: Kukkutapada), three sources at least 
(T 383, p. 1013b; T 456, p. 433b; T 1861, p. 270c) read 'Wolf-track' mountain ( Lang tsi). Watters, Travels, II, p. 144, 
followed by Demieville, Origine des sectes bouddhiques, MCB, I, 1931-32, p. 30, propose Kokapada as the Sanskrit 
equivalent. I [Lamotte] would assume that the three Chinese versions translated by Lang tsi an original Sanskrit having by 
mistake Kukkurupada , 'Dog's-foot', in place of Kukkutapada, 'Cock's-foot'. - Finally we note that two sources, apparently 
among the oldest (T 125, p. 789a; T 453, p. 422b) locate the nirvana of Kasyapa at the village of P'i t'i (81 and 5; 64 and 
9: Videha) in the country of Mo kie (Magadha). 

355 In the Samyutta, II, p. 221 (tr. Rh. D., Kindred Sayings, II, p. 149; tr. Geiger, II, p. 284), Kasyapa tells Ananda how 
he exchanged his robe made of patches of material (patapilotikdnam sahghdti) for the tattered used rags ( sanani 
pdmsukulani nibbasanani) of the Buddha. - The same sutra occurs in the Chinese version of the Samyuktagama, T 99 (no. 
1144), k. 41, p. 303b; T 100 (no. 119), k. 6, p. 418c. - On the other hand, in Hiuan tsang, T 2087, k. 9, p. 919c, the robe 
which Kasyapa had to give back to Maitreya is the monastic robe of the Buddha, all embroidered with gold, a gift of his 
aunt. 
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became one single body again. From the upper part of his body there came forth fire ( agni ), while from the 
lower part there came forth water (iidaka)\ then from the upper part there cameforth water, while from the 
lower part there came forth fire. 356 And he repeated the same phenomenon in the directions of the south, 
the west and the north. The community felt disgust for the world ( lokasamvega ) and all its members 
rejoiced. Then Mahakasyapa with his robe, his bowl and his staff made the following vow on the summit 
of Grdhrakiitaparvata: "I wish that my body will not rot. When Mi Id (Maitreya) becomes Buddha, my 
skeleton ( asthisamghata ) will reappear and with him I will save beings." Having reflected in this way, he 
penetrated right into the rock forming the mountain summit as if entering soft mud; and after he had 
penetrated into it, the mountain closed up once more.357 [ n future generations, the human lifespan will be 
84,000 years and a man's height 80 feet. When the Buddha Maitreya comes, the height of the Buddha will 
be 160 feet, his face will measure 24 feet and his halo ( vyomaka ) will be 10 li. Then, when beings learn 
that the Buddha Maitreya has appeared in the world ( prddurbhuta ), all together will embrace the religious 
life (pravrajita) to follow the Buddha. When the Buddha will proclaim the Dharma in the assembly 
{samgha) for the first time, 99 prabhedas of human beings will attain the state of arhat and will be 
endowed ( samanvdgata ) with the six superknowledges ( abhijiid ); in the second great assembly, 96 
prabhedas of human beings will attain the state of arhat; in the third there will be 93 prabhedas?^. These 
in turn will save innumerable men. At that time, people will often be lazy ( kusida ) and the Buddha 
Maitreya, seeing men in that state, will strike Grdhrakiitaparvata with his fingers; then the skeleton of 
Mahakasyapa, clothed in his samghati, will appear and prostrate at the feet of Maitreya, rise up into space 
and [once more] manifest the transformations ( parindma ) described above. Then the disciples of Buddha 
Maitreya, full of astonishment, will ask: "Who is this man? We say 'man' but he is so tiny. He is dressed in 
monk's robes and can accomplish the transformations." The Buddha Maitreya will reply: "This man is a 


356 j n other words, Kasyapa, according to the words of T 2042, p. 1145a, accomplished the 18 parindmas: these are the 
abhijnadharmani of the Mahavyutpatti, no. 210 sq. In mentioning the multiplying and then the reducing to a single one of 
Mahakasyapa's body, the Mpps is referring to the sixth and seventh abhijndkarmart: eko bhdva bahudhd bhavati, bahudvd 
bhutvaiko bhavati. - As for the phenomenon of emitting fire from the upper part of the body and water from the lower 
part and vice versa, this is known as the twin miracle (yamakaprdtiharya ). The Buddha accomplished this on several 
occasions (cf. Nidanakatha, p. 77, 88, 193; Sumangala, I, p. 57; Mahavastu, III, p. 115; Divyavadana, p. 161, 378) and the 
saints often produced it at the moment of their entry into nirvana (see above, the nirvana of Gavampati). On the 
mechanism and meaning of this miracle, see Dhammapadattha, III, p. 214-215 (tr. Burlingame, Legends , III, p. 45-47); P'i 
p'o cha, T 1545, k. 135, p. 698c.. 

35? According to some sources, when the rock closed up over Kasyapa, he at once entered into nirvana 
(Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1451, k. 40, p. 409a; Legend of Asoka, T 2042, K. 4, p. 115a; Vibhasa, T 1545, K. 135, p. 
698b; Hiuan tsang, T 2087, k. 9, p. 910). - According to other sources, and the Mpps is one of these, Kasyapa is merely 
slumbering or in nirodhasamapatti and will enter nirvana only after having given the Buddha's robe back to Maitreya 
(Ekottaragama, T 125, k. 44, p. 789a; T 456, p. 433b). 

358 According to the numerical system adopted by the Mpps (below, k. 5, p. 94b), wan, in Sanskrit prabheda, is 
equivalent to 10,000. - In other sources, the three asemblies of Maitreya are of different numbers: Tseng yi a han, T 125, 
k. 44, p. 978a, attributes to them 96, 94 and 92 kotis of members [the koti, in Chinese yi, equals 10,000,000]. These are 
also the numbers in Maitreyavyakarana, v. 77080 (ed. S. Levi, Maitreya le consolateur, ML, Paris, 1932, II, p. 388: 
prathamah samnipdto 'sya.... muktandm santacetasam. 
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disciple of the past Buddha Sakyamuni. He is called Mahakasyapa, He is the foremost of the bhiksus who 
dwell in the forest ( aranyavdsin ), who have no desire ( alpeccha ), are content [with little] ( samtusta ) and 
follow the strict observances ( dhutagunavadin ).^59 ]-[ e j s a g rea t arhat who possesses the six 
superknowledges (, abhijna ) and the deliverances ( vimoksa ). During his time, the human lifespan was 100 
years; births were rare and deaths were frequent. If, with his minuscule body, Mahakasyapa was able to 
accomplish such great things, why do you not accomplish such miracles with your great bodies and your 
sharp faculties ( tiksnendriya )?" Then the disciples, shamefully, will experience great disgust ( samvega) 
[for the world] and the Buddha Maitreya, conforming with the dispositions of the assembly, will preach all 
the truths ( dharma ). Some will become arhats, non-returners ( andgamin ), once-returners ( sakrdagamin ), 
enterers into the stream ( srotadpanna ); others will plant the roots of good ( kusalamula ) [which will make 
them] pratyekabuddhas; others will acquire the patient acceptance of unborn dharmas 
(i anutpattikadharmaksanti ) and will become irreversible bodhisattvas ( avaivartikabodhisattva); finally, 
others will be reborn among gods and men ( devamanusya ) and enjoy all kinds of happiness. - From that we 
know that the Grdhrakutaparvata is a blessed and propitious place. The aryas love to reside [79b] there. 
The Buddha, the chief of the aryas, frequently resides on the Grdhrakutaparvata. 

3. Moreover, the Grdhrakutaparvata is the residence of Buddhas of the past ( atfta ), the future ( andgata) 
and the present (pratyutpanna ). Thus it is said in the Foa leou na mi ti li tseu king 
(Purnamaitrayanlputrasutra)360 : "The Buddha said to Puma: 'When the trichiliomegachiliocosm 
(trisdhasamahdsahasralokadhatu ) will will be burned up [at the end of] the kalpa, I will return and will 
always stay on this mountain. But weighed down by their fetters ( samyojandlingita ) and unable to see the 
qualities ( guna ) of the Buddha, beings will not see me.'" 

4. Moreover, the Grdhrakutaparvata is pure and fresh. It welcomes the Buddhas and bodhisattvas of the 
three times. No place is equal to it. That is why the Buddha stays there often. 


359 p f Divyavadana, p. 61: ayam sravakah Kdsyapo.... agro nirdistah. - In the Anguttara I, p. 23, Kasyapa was already 
proclaimed the foremost of the dhutavada or dhutangadhara; in the corresponding passage of the Tseng yi a han, T 125, 
k. 3, p. 557b, he is said to be the foremost of those who practice the twelve dhutas. - The dhutangas or dhutagunas are the 
very strict rules favored by some Buddhists, in number either twelve or thirteen: Vinaya, V, p. 131, 193; Mahavyutpatti, 
no. 1127-1139; Milinda, p. 359; Dharmasamgraha, ch. LXIII, p. 13 (to be compared with Fa tsi ming chou king, T 764, p. 
661a); Visuddhimagga, p. 59, to be compared with Kiai t'o tao louen, T 1648, k. 2, p. 404b (cf. P, V, Bapat, 
Vimuttimagga and Visuddhimagga, Poona, 1937, p. 16 sq.). Kern, Histoire , II, p. 16-18; Manual, p. 75-76, has a good 
paragraph on the dhutangas. 

360 p araa Maitrayanlputra, in Pali Punna Mantanlputta, the most famous of the preachers (Anguttara, I, p. 23) plays only 
an eclipsed role in the canonical scriptures: he preaches the pratltyasamutpada to Ananda in the Samyutta, III, p. 105 (cf 
Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 261), k. 10, p. 66a) and debates with Sariputra in the Rathavinltasutta of the Majjhima I, p. 146 sq. 
(cf. Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 9), k. 2, p. 430a: Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 33, p. 733c). On the other hand, he is rather 
important in the Greater Vehicle; thus, in the Saddharmapundarlka, the Buddha says that Purna Maitrayanlputra, having 
fulfilled the tasks of a bodhisattva, will attain the state of samyaksambuddha after numberless and measureless kalpas, 
and will be the tathagata Dharmaprabhasa who will be born in the very land of the Buddha. 

NOTE: The lengthy Sanskrit and Pali quotations have been abbreviated. 
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5. Moreover, the Mahayana sutras were most often preached at the Grdhrakutaparvata, rarely elsewhere. 
Why? Because this place is pure and constitutes a marvelous retreat. The Buddas of the three times and the 
bodhisattvas of the ten directions praise (varnam vadanti ) and honor ( pujayanti ) this place. The devas, 
nagas, yaksas, garudas, gandharvas, kimnaras, mahoragas and other very powerful deities protect 
( pdlayanti ), honor and venerate ( satkurvanti ) this place. A stanza says: 

This Grdhrakutaparvata 

Is the residence of the Buddhas, 

The refuge of the arya: 

It protects them all. 

Suffering is abolished there, 

Alone, it keeps the true Dharma. 

6. Finally, it is there that the innumerable bodhisattvas of the ten directions, wise, marvelous and very 
powerful, come to see the Buddha Sakyamuni, greet him, pay their respect to him and listen to his Dharma. 
This is why the Buddha preaches the Mahayanasutras so often on the Grdhrakutaparvata, The Prajna is the 
most important of these sutras and, since he wishes to preach it today, why should it not be on the 
Grdhrakutaparvata? 

We have just explained in summary ( samdsatah ) why the Buddha resides on the 
Grdhrakutaparvata. 
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CHAPTER VI: THE GREAT BHIKSU SAMGHA 

• • 

Text commented on in this chapter (Cf. Pancavimsati, p. 4; Satasahasrika, p. 2-4): 

Mahatd bhiksusamghena sardham pancamatrair bhiksus ahasraih (1) sarvair arhadbhih (2) ksmasravair 
(3) nisklesaih (4) suvimuktacittaih suvimuktaprajhair (5) dAIeyair (6) mahdndgaih (7) krtakrtyair (8) 
apahrtabhdrair bharasahair (9) anuprdptasvakdthaih (10) pariksinabhavasamyojanaih (11) 
samyagajhasuvimuktair, ekapudgalam sthdpayitvd yad utdyusmantam Anandam saiksam 
srotadpannamr’^ * 

"The Buddha was accompanied by a great samgha of five thousand bhiksus; all were arhats, had destroyed 
the impurities, were free from the afflictions; their minds were well freed; their minds as well as their 
wisdom were tamed; they were great 'nagas'; they were accomplished and complete, 2 they had laid down 
the burden but were capable of bearing it; they had assured their own personal benefit; they had completely 
broken the fetters of existence; they were completely freed by perfect knowledge with the exception of 
Ananda who, being of the saiksa level, had [merely] entered the stream." 

Sutra'. Accompanied by a great samgha of bhiksus ( mahatd bhiksusamghena sardham). 

Sdstra: 

SARDHAM 

Sardham 'accompanied by' indicates the identity of place ( desa ), time ( kdla ), mind ( citta ), discipline (sila), 
views ( drsti ), path ( mdrga ) and deliverance ( vimoksa ). 3 


MAHAT 

Mahat, in the language of the Ts'in, means 'great', numerous ( sambahula ), or superior ( srestha ).364 

1. This samgha is great because it surpasses all the others, because it has broken all the obstacles (avarana) 
and because the gods ( deva ), kings ( rdjan ) and other great individuals respect it ( satkurvanti ). 

2. This samgha is numerous because there are five thousand members. 

3. This samgha is superior because it is able to refute the teachings (upadesa) of the 96 heretical sects (read 
wai tao = fifthika).-^ 


361 \y e ma y notice that this formula departs from the traditional text at certain points: three epithets are omitted, namely, 
vasibhutaih, krtcikaraniyaih and sarvacetovasiparamapdramitdpraptaih; on the other hand, bhdrcisahciih occurs here only. 

362 Rather free translation of krtakrtyaih which means 'having accomplished what had to be done'. 

363 Cf. Buddhaghosa, Sumangala, p. 35: Tena bhikkhusamghena ditthisilsdmannasamghdtasamkhdtena samanaganena ti 
attho. Saddhin ti ekato. 

364 cf. ibid., p. 35: Mahatd ti gunamahattena pi mahatd sahkhdmahattena pi. So hi bhikkhusamgho gunehi mahd ahosi 
apicchatadigunasatasamannagatastta, samkhaya pi mahd paheasatasamkhatatta. 
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BHIKSU 

[79c] What is a bhiksu? The bhiksu is a mendicant. 

1. He is called bhiksu because of his pure means of livelihood ( parisuddhdjiva ). Thus it is said in a 
sutra ;366; 

"Sariputra entered the city to beg his food; when he had obtained it, he sat down against a wall (kudyam 
nisrdya nyasidat) to eat. Then a brahmacarinl named Tsing mou (Sucimukhl) came to see Sariputra and 
asked him: 


365 Qf Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 410. 

366 ■pkg Sucimukhl sutra, taken from Samyutta, III, p. 238-240 (tr. Woodward, Kindred Sayings, III, p. 189-191). The 
Chinese version is in Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 500), k. 18, p. 131c-132a. Here are the main passages: 

1. Ekam samayam ayasma Sdriputto Rdjagahe viharati Veluvane Kalandakanivape. 

2. Atha kho ayasma Sdriputto pubbanhasamayam nivasetvd pattacivaram adaya Rdjagahe pindaya pdvisi. Rdjagahe 
sapaddnam pindaya caritva tarn pindapdtam anhaturam kuddam nissaya paribhunjati. 

3. Atha kho Sucimukhl paribbdjikd yenayasmd Sdriputto tenupasahkami. upcisahkamiyva dyasmantam Sariputtum etad 
avoca L 

4-7. Kim nu kho samana adhomukho .... ubbhamukho .... disdmukho .... vidisdmukho bhuhjasiti. Na khvaham bhagini 
adhomukho .... ubbhamukho ....disdmukho .... vidisdmukho bhuhjdmiti. 

8. Kathahcarahi samana bhuhjasiti. 

9. Ye hi keci bhagini samanabrdhmand vatthuvijja tiracchdnavijjaya micchdjivena jivikam kappenti. ime vuccanti bhagini 
samanabrdhmana adhomukhd bhuhjantiti. 

10. Ye hi keci bhagini samanabrdhmand duteyyapahinagamandnuyogd miccajivena jivikamkappenti, ime vuccanti 
bhagini samanabrdhmandubbhamukhd bhuhjantiti. 

11. Ye hi keci bhagini samanabrdhmand duteyyapahinagamananuyoga micchdjivena jivikam kappenti. ime vuccanti 
bhagini samanabrdhmna disamukha bhihjantiti. 

12. Ye hi keci samanabrahamana ahgavijjdtiracchanavijjaya micchajivikam kappenti, ime vuccnati bhagini 
samanabrdhamana vidisdmukhd bhuhjantiti. 

13. So khdvam na bhagini vatthuvijja ... na nakkhattavijjd ... na duteyyapahinagamananuyoga ... na ahgavijja 
tiracchdnavijjaya micchdjivena jivikam kappemi. Dhammena bhikkham pariyesdmi dhammena bhikkham pariyesitvd 
bhuhjdmiti. 

14. Atho kho Sucimukhi paribbdjjikd Rdjagahe rathiyaya rathiyam sihghdtakena sihghdtakam upashkamitvd evam 
arocesi. Dhammikam samana sakyaputtiya dhdram dharenti anavajjam samana sakyaputtiya cihdram dharenti. detha 
samananam sakyaputtiyanam pindan ti. 

The Chinese version of the Tsa a han follows the Pali text closely but at the end adds an interesting detail which the Mpps 
does not mention: "At that time, some tlrthika pravrajikas heard the tlrthika Sucimukhl who was praising the sramanas, 
sons of the Sakyas. Out of jealousy, they killed the tlrthika pravrajika Sucimukhl. After her death, she was reborn among 
the Tusita gods because she had faith ( sraddhacitta ) in the venerable Sariputra." 

The main differences that we notice between the various redactions of the Sutra of Sucimukhl oblige us to recognize that 
the Mpps has borrowed its quotation from a canonical collection departing considerably from the tradition represented by 
the Pali Samyuttanikaya and the Chinese Samyuktagama. 
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- O Sramana, are you eating? 

-1 am eating. 

- Sramana, are you eating with your face down ( adhomukho bhunjasi )? 

- No, sister, he answered. 

- Are you eating with your face up in the air (; urdhvamukho bhunjasi )? 

-No. 

- Are you eating with your face turned in the four cardinal directions ( dinmukho buhjasi )? 

-No. 

- Then are you eating with your face turned in the four intermediate direction of the horizon ( vidisdmukho 
bhunjasi)! 

- No, not that. 

Then Sucimukhl said to him: 

- There are four ways to eat. I have asked you and you answer in the negative. I don't understand. You 
must explain. 

Sariputra said to her: 

- There are monks ( pravrajita ) who compound medicinal herbs ( osadhi ), plant grain and cultivate trees, 
etc. Those who follow these impure means of livelihood (, asuddhajiva ) 'eat with their face down'. - There 
are monks who observe the stars ( naksatra ), the sun and the moon ( suryacandramas ), the wind and the 
rain ( vdyuvarsa ), the clouds and the clear sky (: megavidyut ), the thunder and lightning. Those who follow 
these impure ways of livelihood 'eat with their face up in the air'. - There are monks who flatter important 
people, carry their messages in the four directions of the horizon and solicit their favor with specious 
words. Those who follow these impure ways of livelihood 'eat with their face turned in the four cardinal 
directions.' - There are monks who study all kinds of magical spells {mantra), curses, charms, etc. Those 
who follow these impure ways of livelihood 'eat with their face turned in the four intermediate directions of 
the horizon'. As for me, I do not want any of these four impure ways of getting my food; I follow this pure 
way of livelihood ( parisuddhdjTva ) which consists of begging my food (pindapdta ). 

Then, hearing him speak of this pure food conforming with the Dharma (parisudda dhdnnika dhdra), 
Sucimukhl rejoiced and had faith {sraddhd). Sariputra attained the [80a] state of srotaapanna for having 
preached the Dharma." 

Therefore one is called bhiksu in accordance with this pure means of livelihood which consists of begging 
one's food. 
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2. Furthermore, bhi means to cut ( bhid) and ksu means afflictions (ksud = klesa). The person who has cut 
the afflictions is called bhiksu. 367 

3. Furthermore, the [monk] who has gone forth from home ( pravrajita ) is called bhiksu. It is like the 
eastern (Hou), Chinese (Han) and Tibetan slaves who each have their name. 

4. Furthermore, the one who says, from ordination ( upasampad) onward: "I, the bhiksu so-and-so, will 
observe the precepts (sfla) for my whole life. "368 

5. Furthermore, bhi means to frighten (bhi) and ksu means ability (ksam). The one who has the power to 
frighten Mara and his followers [is called bhiksu]. When the monk goes forth from home (pravrajita ), 
shaves his head, puts on the saffron robe ( kdsdya ) and receives the precepts (sfla), Mara is frightened 
because he thinks: “This man will definitely enter into nirvana in time." It is as the Buddha said: "The man 
who shaves his head, puts on the saffron robe ( kdsdya ) and resolves (ekacittena) to accept the precepts, 
will know how gradually to cut the bonds ( bandhana ) and decrease suffering: he will enter into nirvana." 


SAMGHA 

What does samgha mean? In the language of the Ts'in, samgha means assembly. The gathering together of 
many bhiksus in one place is called samgha. In the same way, a group of large trees is called a forest 
(vana). Taken separately, the trees do not make up a forest, but if they are cut down one by one, there is no 
longer a forest. In the same way, taken separately, the bhiksus do not make up a samgha, but if they are 
removed one by one, there is no longer a samgha. The bhiksus must be gathered together to constitute a 
samgha .369 

There are four types of samgha: 1) the assembly having shame ( hrfmat), 2) the shameless samgha 
(dhnkya), 3) the assembly of dumb sheep (i edamuka),® 4) the true samgha ( bhuta ).371 


36? Bhinnaklesatvad bhiksuh is a traditional etymology; cf. the commentaries of the Vibhanga, p. 328, the Vimanavatthu, 
p. 29, 214, and the Petavatthu, p. 51; Mahayutpatti, no. 8753; Kosha, IV, p. 97. - More detailed, the Mahaniddesa, p. 70, 
which proposes: sattannam dhammanam bhinnattd bhikkhu. 

368 This i s the monk who has received the usual ordination by the fourfold action of public declaration 
(jnapticaturthakakarmanopasampanno bhiksuh). Cf. Che song liu, T 1435, k. 1, p. 2b9 ( = Mahavyutpatti, no. 8754). - 
The natticatutthakamma is described in the Vinaya, I, p. 56, 317 sq.; II, p. 89; III, p. 156; IV, p. 152. 

36? According to Buddhaghosa and the Pali commentators, the samgha assumes a commonality of views and precepts; cf. 
Sumangala, I, p. 230: ditthisilasamghatena samghato ti samgho. 

370 The Chinese translation Ya yang is an imaginative interpretation of the Sanskrit edamukha 'deaf-mute', where the 
word eda 'deaf has been combined with eda 'sheep'. Cf. Hobogirin, Ayo, p. 45. 

371 The Ti tsang che louen king, T 411, k. 3, p. 740c, also distinguishes four types of samgha: 

1) s. in the true sense ( paramarthasamgha ). 2) s. in the ordinary sense (samvrtisamgha), 3) s. of mute sheep 
( edamukasamgha. ), 4) shameless s. (Wou ts'an khei = dhnkyasamgha). The definitions that it gives correspond to those of 
the Mpps. - The same division of the samgha, increased by one point, is repeated by Samghabhadra in his Chouen tcheng 
li louen T 1562, k. 38, p. 557c: 
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1. What is the samgha having shame? This assembly observes the precepts ( sila ) without transgressing 
them; its [actions of] body and speech ( kdyavakkarman ) are pure ( visuddha ); it knows how to distinguish 
the beautiful from the ugly but has not attained the Path. 

2. What is the shameless samgha? This assembly violates the precepts; its [actions of] body and speech are 
impure; there is no evil that it does not commit. 

3. What is the assembly of dumb sheep? This assembly does not violate the precepts but its faculties are 
dull ( mrdvindriya ) and it lacks wisdom ( prajnd). ft is unable to discern the beautiful and the ugly, the light 
and the heavy, that which is sinful (dpatti ) and that which is not sinful (andpatti). If there is some business 
in the samgha where two people are arguing, it is not capable of cutting through the question and remains 
silent without saying a word like a white sheep that cannot make a sound until it is butchered. 

4. What is the true assembly? The true assembly is that of the saiksas and the asaiksas who reside in the 
four fruits (phala ) and practice the four paths leading to them. 


PANCAMATRA BHIKSUSAHASRA 

Sutra: [The assembly] was very numerous; a section of five thousand [men]. 

Sdstra : What is meant by very numerous? We call a [sum] which increases and rarely decreases very 
numerous. In a numerous assembly, if a group is taken out, there is a 'section'. Here in an assembly of ten 
thousand bhiksus, a section of five thousand men is taken. Hence the expression 'section of five thousand 
men'. 


1. ARHAT 

Sutra'. All were arhats. 

Sdstra: What does arhat mean? 

1. Ara means enemy ( ari ) and hat means to kill ( han ). He who has destroyed all these enemies that are 
called the afflictions ( klesa ) is called an arhat. 

2. Furthermore, the arhats who have destroyed all the impurities ( ksindsrava ) deserve ( arhanti ) veneration 
( puja ) by the gods and men of all the universes ( loka ). 

3. Finally, a designates negation and rahat designates birth. He who will never again be reborn in future 
generations is called arhat. 


2. KSENASRAVA 


1) ahnkyasamgha, 2) edamukhasamgha, 3) s. of partisans (P'ong tand seng = paksisamgha), 4) samvrtisamgha, 5) 
paramdrthasamgha. - Similar division in a commentary on the Sarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1440,k. 2, p. 513b: 1) 
edamukasamgha, 2) ahrikyasamgha, 3) bhinnasamgha, 4) visuddasamgha, 5) paramdrthasamgha. 
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Sutra: They have destroyed the impurities. 

Sastra: They are called ksihasrava because they have completely eliminated the three impurities ( dsrava ) 
of the threefold world. 


3. NISKLESA 

Sutra'. They were free of the afflictions. 

Sastra : They are called nisklesa because they have destroyed all the fetters ( samyojana ), the attachments 
(updddna ), the bonds ( bandhana ), the obstacles ( nivarana ), wrong views ( drsti) and the envelopment of 
desire (paiyavasthdna ). 


4. SUVIMUKTACITTA, SUVIMUKTAPRAJNA 

Sutra'. Their mind was completely liberated as well as their wisdom. 

Sastra: Question. - Why are they suvimuktacitta and suvimuktaprajhal 

Answer. - 1. The heretics ( tfrthika ) who have renounced pleasure (virakta) acquire liberation of mind 
(cetovimukti) on one single point and by a single path, but they are not freed from all the obstacles 
(i avarana ). This is why the arhats alone are called suvimuktacitta and suvimuktaprajna. 

2. Furthermore, the arhats have acquired liberation of mind ( cetovimukti ) by a twofold path: the path of 
seeing the truths ( satyadarsanamdrga ) and the path of meditation ( bhdvandmdrga ); this is why they are 
called suvimuktacitta. As for the Saiksas, while they have acquired deliverance of mind, they are not yet 
completely liberated because they still retain a residue of the fetters ( samyojana ). 

3. Furthermore, the dharmas auxiliary to the path ( mdrgapdksikadharma ) are not complete in the heretics 
(tfrthika). They seek the path by cultivating one single quality ( guna ) or two qualities but they are unable 
to find the path. According to them, the person who is seeking purity ( visuddha ) by alms-giving ( ddna) 
alone or by sacrificing to the gods ( devayajna ) can escape from grief (daurmanasya) and be reborn in a 
land of eternal bliss ( nityasukha ). Others speak about an eightfold path ( mdrga ) to go to purity: 1. 
individual insight ( svdvabodha ), 2. tradition ( sruti ), 3. study of the texts ( sutrddhydyana), 4. fear of inner 
suffering ( ddhydtmikaduhkhabhaya ), 5. fear of suffering inflicted by great beings 
(mahdsattvaduhkhabhaya), 6. fear of suffering inflicted by the gods (devaduhkhabhaya), 7. the acquisition 
of a good teacher ( dcdiyaldbha ), 8. generosity practiced on a grand scale ( mahdddna ). They say that only 
the eighth method [namely, generosity] merits the name of the path of purity ( visuddhimdrga ). 

Finally, some heretics consider only alms-giving (ddna) and discipline (sTla) as pure; others, alms-giving 
and dhydna ; yet others, alms-giving and the pursuit of wisdom (prajndparyesana). All these paths are 
incomplete. The person who calls the absence of any quality or just a few qualities purity (visuddhi) will be 
able to attain liberation of mind ( cetovimukti) to a certain degree but he will not be completely liberated 
(suvimukta), for in him the path of nirvana is not complete ( paripurna ). 
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[80c] A stanza says: 

The man who lacks qualities will be unable to cross 

The ocean of birth, old age, sickness and death. 

The man endowed with a few qualities will not be able to do more. 

The Path of good practices has been proclaimed by the Buddha. 

Here the Sin po t'o fan tche king (Subhadrabrahmacarisutra)-^- i s cited: 

"The brahmacarin Subhadra, 120 years old and possessing the superknowledges ( abhijnd), was on the 
shore of lake A na po ta to (Anavatapta).373 During the night in a dream he saw everybody without eyes, 
with bodies naked and deep in shadow; the sun had disappeared, the earth destroyed, the ocean dried up 
and Sumeru toppled over by wind-storms. He woke up frightened and said to himself: ‘What does this 
mean? My life has reached its end since the teachers of heaven and earth are about to fall. ’ Perplexed, he 
could not understand why he had had this bad dream. Formerly, he had a goddess friend 
(kalyanamitradevata ).374 she ca me down from the sky and said to Subhadra: ‘Fear not; there is an 
omniscient one (sarvajna) called Buddha who, during the last watch of the night, will enter into nirvana 
without residue (nirupadhisesanirvana); the dream which you have had is not about you at all. 75 


372 The conversion of Subhadra, to which the Mpps will return later (k. 26, p. 250a) is told in full in a series of texts: 
DIgha, II, p. 148-153 (tr. Rh. D., P. 164-169; Franke, p. 239-242); Chinese versions of the Mahaparinirvanasutra: T 1 (no. 
2), k. 4, p. 25a-b; T 5, k. 2, p. 171c-172a; T 6, k. 2, p. 187b-c; T 7, k. 2, p. 203b-204b; Ta pan nie p'an king, T 375, k. 36, 
p. 850c sq.; Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 979), k. 35, p. 253c-254c; Tsen yi a han, T 125, k. 37, p. 752; Ken pen chouo... tsa cho, 
T 1451, k. 38, p. 396 (cf. Rockhill, Life. p. 138); Avadanasataka, I, p. 227-240 (tr. Feer, p. 151-159); Siuan tsi po yuan 
king, T 200 (no. 37), k. 4, p. 220c-221b; Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 6, p. 903c (tr. Beal, II, p. 35-36; Watters, II, p. 
30-34); Dhammapadattha, III, p. 375-378 (tr. Burlingame, Legends’, III, p. 130). 

373 In most sources, Subhadra is a citizen of Kusinagara; the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya (T 1451, k. 38, p. 396a) has him 
living on the shore of Lake Mandakini; according to the Mpps and the Tibetische Lebensbeschreibung (tr. Schieffner, p. 
291), he lived in the north near Lake Anavatapta. 

374 i n a previous existence when Subadhra was the bhiksu Asoka, this deity friend already had informed him of the 
imminent nirvana of the Buddha Kasyapa (cf. Avadanasataka, I, p. 238). 

375 in the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1451, k. 38, p. 396a, it is a fig tree that warned Subhadra: At that time, there was 
in Kusinagara a decrepit heretic parivrajaka called Subhadra, 120 years old. The citizens of Kusinagara respected him, 
venerated him and paid homage to him as to an arhat. Not far away, there was a large lotus lake called Man t'o tche eul 
(Mandakini) on the shore of which there grew a Won t'an po tree (Udumbara or Ficus glomerata). Once, at the time when 
the Bodhisattva was dwelling among the Tusita gods and had descended into his mother's womb in the form of a white 
elephant, that tree began to produce a flower bud. When he came into the world, the flower bud took on a more and more 
brilliant color. When he was an adolescent, it began to open up. When he was filled with disgust for old age, sickness and 
death and withdrew into the mountainous forests, it grew a little and took the shape of a crow’s beak. When he devoted 
himself to asceticism, it seemed to wither. When he gave up asceticism, it came back to life. When he took nourishment, 
it recovered its former form. When he attained supreme enlightenment, it expanded. When the god Brahma invited the 
Buddha to turn the wheel of the Dhanna at Benares, the fig tree and its flower shone brilliantly and its marvelous perfume 
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The next day, Subhadra went to the forest of Kiuyi na kie (Kusinagara). He met Ananda and said to him: ‘I 
have heard that your teacher teaches a new path to nirvana and today, during the [last] watch of the night, 
he is going to undergo cessation ( nirodha ). I feel some doubts (kdnksd) and I would like to see the Buddha 
so that he can dispel them.’ 

Ananda replied: ‘The Bhagavat is on the point of death. If you question him, you will tire him out.’ 

Subhadra repeated his request three times, but Ananda answered him in the same way each time. 

The Buddha heard this conversation from a distance and he ordered Ananda: ‘Let the brahmacarin 
Subhadra come here and question me freely. That will be my last talk. He will become my disciple shortly. ’ 

Then Subhadra, admitted into the presence of the Buddha, exchanged friendly salutations (, sammodamm 
katham vyatisdiya) and sat down to one side ( ekdnte nyausidat). He said to himself: ‘Some heretics who 
have renounced desires (anunaya) and wealth ( dhama ) and have gone forth from home ( pravrajita ) have 
not found the Path (margo), Only the sramana Gautama has found it.’ Having had this thought, he spoke to 
the Buddha: ‘In the territory of Yen feou t'i (Jambudvipa). six teachers claim each to be omniscient 
(sarvajnd). Is this statement correct?’ 

The Bhagavat answered with these stanzas:^76 


filled all the neighborhood. When the Buddha in his compassion had saved all the beings capable of being saved and had 
retired to Kusinagara where he lay down for the last time, the fig tree and its flower died, to the great terror of the 
spectators. Then Subhadra, seeing this transfonnation, had this thought: "There must be a misfortune at Kusinagara." At 
that moment, the protector goddess of the land (rdstrapdla) caused it to thunder and proclaimed to the people: "Today, in 
the middle of the night, the Tathagata will enter into nirupadhisesanirvana." 

376 Here for comparison are the Pali redaction (DIgha, II, p. 1521) and the Sanskrit (Avadanasataka, I, p. 231) of these 
famous stanzas: 

DIgha: Ekanatimso vayasa Subhadda . ito bahiddha samano pi n'atthi. 

Avadanasataka: Ekdnnatrimsatho vayasa Subhadra.... ito bahir vai sramani 'sti ndnyah. 

The only main difference between these two redactions is the variant pradesavakta in the place of padesavatti. - These 
stanzas have tried the sagacity of the translators: 

Rhys Davids, Dialogues , II, p. 167: But twenty-nine was I when I renounced the world, Subhadda, seeking after Good. 
For fifty years and one year more, Subhadda, since I went out, a pilgrim have I been, through the wide realm of System 
and of Law. - Outside of that, there is no samana. 

Kern, Histoire du Bouddhisme dans I'Inde, p. 232: J'etais age de vingt-neuf ans, Subhadra, lorsque je devins moine, 
recherchant la saintete. II y a plus de cinquante ans. Subhadra, depuis que je suis devenu moine, me mouvant sur le terrain 
de la regie legale, en dehors duquel il n'y a pas d'ascete. 

Franke, Dighanikdya in Auswahl iiberzetzt, p. 240: Ich ward Asket mit neunundzwanzig Jahren, Subhadra, um des 
Hcilsweg zu erfahren, und mehr als funfzig Jahre sind verstrichen, seit ich, Subhadra, bin dem Heim entwichen. Wer 
meines Wegs ein Stuck durchmass als Wandrer, heisst Samana allein mit Rccht. Kein andrer! 

Of these three translations, that of Kern has the merit of conforming closest to the interpretation of Buddhaghosa in 
Sumaiigala, II, p. 590. The Buddha left home (pravrajita) at twenty-nine years of age. This date is given by the Pali and 
Sanskrit stanzas cited above and confirmed by T 1, p. 25b; T 7, p. 204a; T 26, k. 56, p. 776b; T 99, p. 254b; T 125, p. 
752b; T 1451, P. 396c. On the other hand, in the Mpps, the Buddha left home at the age of nineteen years. This is perhaps 
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‘I was nineteen years old 

When I left home to seek the Path of the Buddhas. 


Since 1 left home 

More than fifty years have passed. 

In pure morality, dhyana and wisdom 
Heretics have no share in these. 

Having not the slightest share, 

How then would they be omniscient? 

In a system where the eightfold noble path ( aiydstangika marga ) does not occur, the first, second, third 
and fourth fruits (phala ) are missing; in a system where the eightfold noble path is found, the first, second, 
third and fourth fruits are present. O Subhadra, in my doctrine, there is the eightfold noble path and 
consequently the first, second, third and fourth fruits are present. The other systems, those of the heretics 
(tTrthika ), are all void ( sunya ): they contain neither the Path nor the fruits nor the [true] sramanas , nor the 
[true] brahmanas. Therefore in my great assembly there is the true lion's roar ( simhandda ).’377 

Having heard this doctrine ( dhanna ), the brahmacarin Subhadra immediately attained the state of arhat. He 
said to himself: ‘I must not enter nirvana after the Buddha.’ Having had this thought, he sat down opposite 
the Buddha with crossed legs (paryankam abhujya ) and then, by means of his miraculous power 
( rddhibala ), he emitted fire from his body which consumed it entirely. Thus he attained his cessation 

(nirodha).”37% 


a simple lapsus, but I [Lamotte] do not feel myself authorized to correct the text, since at least three sources fix the 
departure from home at nineteen years of age: Lieou tou tsi king, T 152, k. 7, p. 41c; Sieou hing pen k'i king, T 184, k. 2, 
p.467c; T'ai tseu jouei ying pen k'i king, T 185, k. 1, p. 475b. The last two of these even fix the exact date of departure, 
the 7th day of the 4th month of the 19th year of the Buddha. 

377 Compare Dlgha, II, p. 151 and Avadanasataka, I, p. 232-233. 

DIgha: Yasmim kho Subadda dhammavinaye.... pi tattha samano na upalabbhati. 

Yasmin ca kho Subadda dhammavinaye.... tattha samani upalabbhati. 

Imasmim kho Subhada dhammavinaye.... idha atiyo samano. idha catuttho samano. 

Suhhdparappavadd samanehi ahiie . loko arahantehi assa. 

Avadanasataka: Yasya Subhadra dharmavinaye.... sramanas tatra nopalabhyate. 

Yasmims tu Subhadra dharmavinaye.... caturtah sramanas tatropalabhyate. 

Asmims tu Subhadra dharmavinaye.... santtito bahih sramana va brahmana va. 

Sunyahparapravadah sramnair.... samyaksimhanddam nadami. 

The Mpps, which ends the homily by saying: "It is thus that in my great assembly, one can truly utter the lion's roar", is 
closer to the Sanskrit version where this finale occurs than to the Pali where it is absent. Apart from this phrase, the three 
texts agree perfectly. 

37% The Mahaparinibbanasutta (DIgha, II, p. 153) merely says that after the Buddha's homily, Subhadra was admitted 
directly into the order instead of having to wait the four months of probation imposed on members of a heretical sect, and 
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This is why the Buddha said: "Without qualities (guna), or with a few rare qualities, the auxiliary dharmas 
to the Path ( mdrgapdksikadharma ) are not complete ( paripurna ); one cannot find salvation." The Buddha 
has said: "When all the qualities are complete, one is able to save disciples." In the same way, a lesser 
physician ( vaidya ) who has only one or two kinds of medicine ( bhaisajya ) at his disposal is unable to cure 
serious sicknesses ( guruvyddhi ), whereas a great physician who has all the medicines can cure all the 
sicknesses. 

Question, - If it is by elimination of all the afflictions ( klesa ) of the threefold world ( traidhdtuka ) that the 
mind finds liberation ( vimukti ), why did the Buddha say that the mind finds its deliverance by elimination 
of grasping (trsna)?379 

Answer. - a. Grasping ( trsna ) is capable of fettering the mind because of its great power. This is why the 
Buddha spoke about it without saying anything about the other afflictions {klesa). When grasping is cut, 
the other afflictions are also cut by the same fact. 

b. Moreover, when it is said: "The king has arrived", we know that he is necessarily accompanied by his 
retinue (parivara ).^80 p is the same for grasping. Or again, when the head ( siras ) is seized, the rest of the 
body follows. It is the same for grasping. When it is cut, we know that all the other afflictions are also cut. 

c. Finally, all the fetters ( samyojana) depend ( apeksante ) on craving ( trisna ) or on wrong view ( drsti ). The 
afflictions {klesa) that depend on grasping fetter {avrinvanti) the mind {citta); those that depend on wrong 
view fetter wisdom (prajna). And so, when grasping is eliminated, all the fetters dependent on it are also 
eliminated and one attains deliverance of mind (cetovimukti); when ignorance {avidyd) is eliminated, all the 
fetters dependent on wrong view are eliminated and one attains deliverance of wisdom (prajnavimukti). 

4. Furthermore, these five thousand arhats are irreversible {aparihdnadharman) and have attained the 
knowledge relative to non-production of dharmas ( anutpdda jnana); this is why it is said that their mind is 
completely liberated as well as their wisdom ( suvimuktacitta, suvimuktaprajna), for they do not regress.381 


attained arhathood. But the majority of sources tell us, along with the Mpps, that Subhadra, not wanting to survive the 
Buddha, entered nirvana along with him. This detail is given by the four Chinese versions of the Mahaparinirvanasutra (T 
1, p. 25b; T 5, p. 172b; T 6, p. 187c; T 7, p. 204b), by the Samyuktagama (T 99, p. 254b-c), the Ekottaragama (T 125, p. 
753c). the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya (T 1451, p. 397a; Rockhill, Life, p. 138), the Avadanasataka, I, p. 234, and by Hiuan 
tsang. 

379 Samyutta, I, p. 39-49: tanhdya vippahanena nibbdnam iti vuccati, tanhaya vippahanena sabbam chindati 
bandhanam. Cf. Tsa a han, T 99, k. 36, p. 264bl2. 

380 Qf Atthasalinl,p. 67: Yathd raja dgato ti vutte.... dgato tipahhayatv. "When it is said 'The king has come', it is clear 
that he has not come alone, but that he has come with his retinue." 

Of the six types of arhat distinguished by scholastic Buddhism (Kosa, VI, p. 251; Puggalapannatti, p. 12), five, the 
parihanadarmas, etc., have only fortuitous deliverance ( sdmayiki vimukti) in view of being continually kept. Only the 
sixth, the akopyadharma, possesses an unshakeable ( akopya ) deliverance of mind independent of the circumstances 
(i asamayiki). The first five are susceptible of falling from deliverance; the sixth is definitively liberated. The five thousand 
arhats fonning the Buddha's entourage here are the unshakeable ones; this is because their mind is completely delivered 
(,suvimuktacitta ). On the other hand, Godhika, of whom we are about to speak, risked falling from deliverance. 
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The arhats susceptible of regression ( parihanadharman ) obtain [only] an occasional liberation 
(samayavimukti); thus K'iu t'i kia (Godhika), etc., although they attained liberation, were not completely 
liberated ( suvimukti ), as a result of the possibility of regression ( parihanadharma ). 38 ^ 


5. AJANEYA 383 

Sutra'. Their minds were tamed. 

Sastra : 1. Their minds remain even ( sama ) and indifferent ( ananya ) to marks of [81b] respect ( arcana ) 
and worship (puja ), as well as to hatred, curses and blows. Whether precious jewels or paving stones are 
thrown at them, they consider them as absolutely the same. Whether their hands and feet are cut with a 
knife or their body anointed with sandalwood ( candana ), it is the same and indifferent to them. 38 ^ 

2. Furthermore, their minds are tamed because they have cut passion ( rdga), hatred ( dvesa ), pride 
(i abhimana ) and delusion ( moha ) at the root. 

3. Finally, these arhats do not like what is pleasant, do not hate what is hateful, are not deceived by what 
leads to error. They are watchful over their six sense organs. This is why their minds are tamed. A stanza 
says: 

The man who watches over the six sense organs 
Is like a well-trained ( dAdneya ) horse. 

This true sage 
Is honored by the gods. 

On the other hand, fools ( bdla ) do not know how to watch 
views ( drsti ) inspired by passion (rdga), hatred (dvesa) and 
horse. That is why the arhats are called djdneya. 


over the sense organs. Not having cut wrong 
delusion (moha), they are untamed like a bad 


6. MAHANAGA 385 


383 Godhika made futile efforts to attain arhathood. He obtained only occasional deliverance of mind (samayiki vimukti) 
from which he fell six different times, In his disgust, he committed suicide, obtained the state of arhat at the moment of 
death, and thus attained nirvana. Cf. Samyutta, I, p. 120-122 where the expression samadhikd cetovimutti which occurs 
several times should be corrected to sdmciyikd cetovimutti ]; Dhammapadattha, I, p. 431-433 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, II, 
p. 90-91); Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 1091), k. p. 286a-b; Y 100 (no. 30), k. 2, p. 382c-383a; P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 60, p. 312b; 
Kosa, VI, p. 262. 

383 As will appear from the explanations which follow, djdneya (from the root a + jan) is given here linked with the root 
a + jna. This is also the explanation of Buddhaghosa and the Pali commentators, cf. Jataka, I, p. 181; Dhammapadattha, 
IV, p. 4. . 

38 ^ See Hobogirin, Byodo, p. 272. 

383 According to the Dhammapadattha, mahdnaga means kunjarasamkhdtd mahdhatthine. 
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Sutra : They were great 'nagas' 

Sdstra: 1. Mahat means snake or elephant. Among the innumerable other arhats, these five thousand arhats 
are extremely powerful; this is why they are compared to a snake and an elephant. 

In the water, the snake is very strong; on earth, the elephant is very strong. - A great elephant ( gajapati ), 
well trained, can destroy a great army ( send ): it marches right up to it and does not turn back; it does not 
fear weapons (dyudha), does not turn back before water or fire; it does not swerve, it never turns back; 
when death comes, it does not avoid it. In the same way, the arhats who cultivate the dhyanas and wisdom 
(prajna ) are able to destroy Mara's army and the fetters ( samyojana ), their enemies. Whether one insults 
them or strikes them, they feel no anger or hatred. They have no fear and do not dread the fire and water of 
old age (jara) and death ( marana ). - The great naga, coming out of the ocean and mounted on a great cloud 
(megha), covers ( praticchadayati ) space ( dkdsa ). Emitting a great lightning bolt ( vidyut) that lights up 
heaven and earth, he lets fall an abundant rain ( varsa) that waters everything. In the same way, the arhats 
coming out of the ocean of dhydna and wisdom (prajna ), mounted on the cloud of loving-kindness ( maitri) 
and compassion (karuna), water the beings who can be saved. Manifesting great light (dloka) and all kinds 
of emanations (parindma ), they proclaim the true nature (bhutalaksana) of dharmas and rain down on the 
minds of their disciples so that the latter can bring forth the roots of good ( kusalamula ). 


7. KRTAKRTYA 

Sutra : They were accomplished (so tso = krtya) and complete (yi pan = b-ta). 

Sdstra : Question - What is meant by krtya and what is meant by krtal 

Answer. - 1. They are krtya because they have obtained the good dharmas [81c] (, kusaladharma ) such as 
faith ( sraddhd ), discipline (if/a), equanimity ( upeksd ), concentration (samddhi), etc. - They are b~ta 
because they have obtained the good dharmas, such as wisdom (prajna ), energy ( vuya ), the deliverances 
(vimoksa), etc. - Having these two types of [good] dharmas in full, they are called krtakrtya. 

2. Furthermore, the afflictions ( klesa ) are of two kinds: 1) those that depend on craving ( trsndpeksa ), 2) 
those that depend on wrong views (drstapeksa). The arhats are krtya because they have cut the afflictions 
that depend on craving; they are krta because they have cut the afflictions depending on wrong views. 

3. Furthermore, they are krtya because the see clearly the material dharmas ( rupidharma ); they are b~ta 
because they see clearly the non-material dharmas (drupyadharma). It is the same for the other pairs of 
dharmas: visible (sanidarsana) and invisible ( anidarsana ), offering resistance ( sapratigha ) and not 
offering resistance (apratigha), etc. 

4. Furthermore, they are krtya because they have cut the bad (, akusala ) and the morally undefined 
(avydb-ta) dharmas; they are b-ta because they meditate on the good dharmas ( kusaladharmamanasikara ). 

5. Furthermore, they are krtya because they are endowed ( samanvdgata ) with the wisdom that comes from 
hearing (srutamayTprajna) and the wisdom that comes from contemplating ( cintamayf prajna); they are 
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b-ta because they are endowed with the wisdom that comes from meditation (bhavanamayiprajna). 3^6 it 
is the same for all triads of drams. 

6. Furthermore, they are krtya because they have attained [the four nirvedhabhagiyas called] heat 
( usmagata ), peak ( murdhan ), acquiescence or patience ( ksdnti ) and the highest of worldly dharmas 
(laukikdgradharma); they are krta because they have attained the acquiescence or patience producing right 
knowledge of suffering ( duhkhe dharmaksanti ) and the other pure roots of good ( andsrava kusalamula). 

7. They are krtya because they have attained the path of seeing the truths ( satyadarsanamdrga ); they are 
krta because they have attained the path of meditation ( bhdvandmdrga ). 

8. They are krtya because they have acquired the path of the aspirants ( saiksamdrga ); they are b-ta because 
they have acquired the path of the masters ( asaiksamdrga ). 

9. They are krtya because they have obtained liberation of mind ( cetovimukti); they are krta because they 
have obtained liberation of wisdom ( prajndvimukti ). 

10. They are krtya because of destruction of all the impurities ( sarvdsravaksaya ); they are krta because 
they have attained total liberation. 

11. They are krtya because they have destroyed all the fetters ( samyojana ); they are b-ta because they have 
obtained definitive deliverance ( samayavimukti ). 

12. They are b-tya because they have assured their own personal interest ( svakdrtha ); they are krta because 
they have assured the interest of others (pardrtha ). 

These are the meanings of the epithet krtakrtya. 


8. apahrtabhara, BHARASAHA 

Sutra : They had set down the burden but were capable of carrying it. 

Sdstra: The five aggregates ( skandha ) are heavy ( dausthula ) and bothersome ( saddvihethaka ); that is why 
they are called burden ( bhdra ). Thus the Buddha said: "What is the burden? The five skandhas are the 
burden."3^ The arhats are said to be apahrtabhara because they have set down this burden. 


386 jijg p lrst p ra jfia i las as its object the name ( ndman ); the second, the name and the thing ( artha ); the third, the thing 
alone. Those who possess them can be compared to three men who are crossing a river: the one who cannot swim does 
not abandon the swimming apparatus for even moment; the one who can swim a little sometimes holds onto it, sometimes 
lets go of it; the one who can swim crosses without any support. - For these three prajhas, cf. DTgha, III, p. 219; 
Vibhanga, p. 324-325; Visuddhimagga, p. 439; P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 42, p. 217c; Kosa, VI, p. 143. 

387 Bharah katamah? pahcopdddnaskanddh ; phrase taken from the Sutra on the burden and the bearer of the burden 
(Bhara or Bharaharasutra), of which there are several versions: Pali version in Samyutta, III, p. 25-26; Sanskrit versions in 
Kosa, IX, p. 256; Kosavyakhya, p. 706, Tattvasamgraha, I, p. 130 (cf. S. Schayer, Kamalasilas Kritik des Pudgalavada, 
RO, VIII, 1932, p. 88); Chinese translations in Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 73), k. 3, p. 19a-b; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 17, p. 
631a-632a. - This sutra is frequently quoted: Sutralamkara, XVIII, 103, p. 159; Visuddhimagga, II, p. 479, 512; 
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The arhats are also bharasaha, able to bear the burden: 


1. In the Buddhadharma, two burdens of qualities must be borne: that of the interest of oneself ( svakdrtha ) 
and that of the interests of others ( parartha ). The interest of oneself is destruction of all the impurities 
(. sai-vasravaksaya ), [82a] definitive deliverance ( vimukti ) and other similar qualities ( guna ). The interest of 
others is faith ( sraddha ), discipline {sila), equanimity (upeksa), concentration (samadhi), wisdom ( prajna ) 
and other similar qualities. The arhats are called bharasaha because they are capable of bearing their own 
burden and that of others. 

2. Furthermore, just as a vigorous ox (go-) can carry heavy loads, so these arhats who have acquired the 
faculties ( indriya ), the powers ( bala ), an awakening ( avabodha) and a path ( mdrga) that is free of 
defilements ( andsrava ) can bear the heavy load of the Buddhadharma. This is why they are called 
bharasaha. 


9. anupraptasvakArtha 

Sutra: They have assured their personal interest. 

Sdstra: What is meant by personal interest ( svakdrtha ) and personal disadvantage? 

1. Personal interest is the practice of the good dharmas (kusaladharmacaiyd). Personal disadvantage is the 
opposite, irreligion ( adharma ). 

2. Furthermore, faith (sraddha), discipline (sila), equanimity (upeksa), concentration (samadhi), wisdom 
(prajna) and the other qualities (guna) surpass all wealth ( dhana ), win present, future and eternal happiness 
(ihaparatranityasukha), and lead to the city of immortality (amrtanagara). For these three reasons, they 
are called personal interest. Thus it is said in the Sinp'in (Sraddhavarga):^8 

The person who acquires faith and wisdom 

Possesses the foremost of treasures. 

All the other wealth of the world 

Is not equal to this treasure of the Dharma. 

3. Furthermore, the attainment of present happiness (ihasukha), future happiness (paratrasukha) and the 
eternal happiness of nirvana (nirvdnanityasukha) is called personal interest. The rest is personal 
disadvantage. A stanza says: 


Nyayavartitika (Bibl. Ind.), p. 342. - European interpretations: L. de La Vallee Poussin, JRAS, 1901, p. 308; JA, 1902, p. 
266; Opinions, p. 83 sq.; Nirvana, p. 36; Minayeff, Recherches, p. 225; E. Elardy, JTAS, 1901, p. 573; Keith, Buddhist 
Philosophy, p. 82; S. Schayer, Ausgewahlte Kapitel aus des Prasannapadd, Crakow, 1932, p. X. 

388 ■pkg Sraddhavarga is one of the chapters of the Dhannapada. The stanza cited here is missing in the Pali 
Dhammapada but occurs in the Sanskrit Udanavarga, X, 9, p. 116: yo jivaloke labhate sraddham.... asyetare dhanam. 
This also occurs in the Tibetan Udanavarga, X, 9, p. 36: mkhas gah htsho bahi hjig rten na .... de yi nor g€an phal bar 
zad. 
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The world knows all kinds of strange doctrines on the path. 

It behaves just like [stray] cattle. 

It is necessary to seek the right knowledge and doctrine of the path 

In order to escape from old age and death and enter into nirvana. 

4. Finally, the noble eightfold path (diydstdhgika marga ) and the fruit of the religious life 
( srdmanyaphala ) are called the personal interest of the arhats. As these five thousand arhats have obtained 
the Path and its fruit and enjoy this twofold personal benefit, they are described as anuprdptasvakdrtha. 


10. P ARIKSEN AB HAVAS AMYOJ ANA 

Sutra'. They had completely broken the fetters of existence. 

Sdstra: There are three types of existence ( bhava ): existence [in the world] of desire ( kdmabhava ), 
existence in the world of form ( rupabhava) and existence in the formless world (, drupyabhava ). By virtue 
of actions belonging to the domain of the realm of desire (kdmadhdtvacarakarman ), one will be reborn 
later in this realm to undergo the retribution of these actions (karmavipdka ): this is what is called 
kdmabhava, existence [in the world] of desire. [Mutatis mutandis], it is the same for the rupa- and 
drupyabhava. That is what is understood by existence. 

The arhats have broken the fetters (pariksinabhavasamyojana ) [of this existence]. These fetters 
( samyojana ) are nine in number: attraction ( anunaya ), aversion ( pratigha ), pride ( maria ), ignorance 
( avidyd ), doubt ( vicikitsd ), wrong view ( drsti ), unjustified esteem (pardmarsa ), avarice ( mdtsarya ) and 
envy (frsya). 389 These samyojanas encompass all of existence and this existence encompasses all the 
samyojanas. Hence the expression pariksinabhavasamyojana. 

Question. - The fetters have indeed been broken in the arhats for they have eliminated all the afflictions 
( klesa ), but their existence {bhava) cannot be cut. [82b] Indeed as long as they are not nirvanized, they are 
still furnished with the five aggregates (skandha ), the twelve bases of consciousness {dyatana) and the 
eighteen elements of existence (, dhatu ). 

Answer. - This is not a difficulty, for by mentioning the result [the suppression of existence] here, we mean 
to speak of the cause [the suppression of the fetters]. 

Although the Buddha said: "By giving food, the generous patron (danapati) gives five things: life (ayus-), 
color (varna), strength ( bala ), pleasure {sukha) and intelligence {pratibhdna j, 39 ® food does no t necessarily 
give these five things: there are well-nourished people who die, others who are insufficiently nourished 


389 See Kosa, V,p. 81-84. 

399 Ariguttara, III, p.42: Bhojanam bhikkhave dadamano dayako patiggahakanam pahca thanani deti. Katamdni pahca? 
Ayum deti, vannam deti. sukham deti, balam deti, patibhdnam deti. - Chinese version in Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 24, p. 
681a-b; Che che hou wou fou pao king, T 132, vol II, p. 854c. 
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who nevertheless live. [Usually] food is the cause of the five benefits given; this is why the Buddha said 
that by giving food, five things are given. A stanza says: 

By withdrawing all food, death is certain. 

But even if one eats, death is always possible. 

This is why the Buddha has said: 

By giving food, five things are given. 

Thus also a man can eat "five pounds of gold": although gold is not edible, by means of its power of 
purchase, it is the cause of food. This is why one says "eating gold". 

The Buddha also said that women are defilers of morality ( sflamala ). Actually, women are not the defilers 
of morality; rather, they are the cause ( hetu ) of defiling of morality and this is why it is said that they are 
the defilers of morality. 

If a man falls from on high, even before he has reached the ground, it is said that he is dead. Although he 
may not be dead [at the moment when he falls], we know that he will die; that is why it is said that he is 
dead. 

In the same way when the arhats have broken their fetters ( samyojana ), we know that their existence 
(bhava) also will necessarily be broken. That is why it is said that they have completely broken the fetters 
of existence ( pariksmabhavasamyojana ). 


11. samyagAjnasuvimukta 

Sutra: They were completely delivered by means of complete knowledge. 

Sdstra. - Compare the brahmacarin Mo kien t'i (Makandika). His disciples were carrying his corpse 
(kunapa ) on a litter ( khatvd ) through the city ( nagara ). While they were walking ( hatta ) through the 
crowd, they proclaimed: "Those who see the body of Makandika with their eyes will all obtain the path of 
purity ( visuddhimdrga ), all the more so those who will venerate ( vandanti ) and honor ( pujayanti ) it." Many 
people believed their words.391 Having heard of this, the bhiksus addressed the Buddha: "Bhagavat, what 
is this about?" The Buddha replied with these stanzas: 

To seek for purity in the contemplation of an abject individual 

Is neither knowledge nor the true path. 

391 The Anguttara, III, p. 276-277, gives a list of religious orders contemporaneous with the Buddha: Ajivika, Nigantha, 
Mundasavaka, Jatilaka, Paribhajala, Magandika, Tedandika, Avirrhala, Gotamaka and Devadhammika. T. W. Rhys- 
Davids has studied this list and has succeeded in identifying most of these congregations (Dialogues of the Buddha, I, p. 
220-221; Buddhist India, p. 145). With regard to the Magandikas, he says: "This name is probably derived from the name 
of the founder of a corporate body. But all their records have perished and we know nothing of them otherwise." The 
present passage of the Mpps tells us that these Magandikas, one of whom are known, are the disciples of the brahmacarin 
Magandika who promenaded the corpse of their teacher and promised salvation to those who contemplated it. 
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When the fetters and afflictions fill the mind. 

How could one find the pure path in one single glance? 

If one glance sufficed to attain the path, 

Of what use would wisdom and the treasury of the qualities be? 

It is wisdom and the qualities that lead to purity; 

To seek for purity by one glance is not reasonable. 

This is why it is said that the arhats are completely liberated by perfect knowledge ( samyagdjiid ). 


WHY THE ARHATS SURROUND THE BUDDHA 

Question. - The arhats who have done what is needed to be done ( krtakrtya ) should have no need to look 
for company. Why then are they always near the Buddha and not elsewhere, so that they save beings? 

Answer. - 1. If all beings of the ten directions without exception should honor the Buddha, the arhats, from 
gratitude for the benefits they have received, should [82c] honor him doubly. How is that? These arhats 
have received immense qualities ( apramanaguna ) from the Buddha: knowledge ( jnana ), destruction of the 
fetters ( samyojanacheda ), increase in the mind of faith (sraddhacittabahulTkara). This is why these very 
virtuous arhats stay close to the Buddha, to taste the blissful taste of the qualities ( gunasukharasa ), to 
venerate him (pujayati ), serve him ( satkaroti ) and recognize his benefits. Because they surround the 
Buddha, their buddha-qualities increase. - The Brahmakayikadevas surround Brahma devaraja, the 
Trayastrimsadevas surround Sakra devendra, the asuras surround their god Vaisramana, the minor kings 
surround the noble cakravartin king, the sick and the convalescents surround the great physician 
(mahdvaidya); in the same way, the arhats keep close to the Buddha and, because they surround him and 
venerate him, their buddha-qualities increase. 

Question. - The arhats who have done what needed to be done ( krtakrtya ) and assured their personal 
interest ( anuprdptasvakdrtha ) have no need to listen to the Dharma. Then why is the Buddha accompanied 
by five thousand arhats when he preaches the Prajnaparamita? 

Answer. - Although the arhats have done what needed to be done, the Buddha wants to put them to the 
proof with the doctrine of profound wisdom (gambh iraprajnd) . Thus: “The Buddha said to Sariputra:^^? 

- In the Po lo yen king (Parayana), in the question of A k'i t'o (Ajitapanhe), it is said (Suttanipata, v. 1038): 

There are all kinds of aspirants ( saiksa ) 


392 Extract from the Bhutasutta of the Samyutta, II, p. 47 sq. (tr. Rh. D., Kindred Sayings, II, p. 36; tr. Geiger, II, p. 69 
sq.); Chinese translation in Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 345), k. 14, p. 95b-c: 

Ekam samayam Bhagavd Savatthiyam viharati.... ayasmd Sdriputto tunhiahosi. 

The stanza from the Parayana explained in the sutra is taken from the Suttanipata, v. 1038. It is also cited in the 
Nettipakarana, p. 17 and the Jatakas, IV, p. 266. 
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And people who have experienced the truth ( samkhyatadharma ). 

The doctrine practiced by these people, 

I would like that you to tell it to me precisely. 

First, what is an aspirant ( saiksa ) and what is a person who has experienced the truth (, samkhyatadharma )? 

But Sariputra remained silent. Three times the Buddha asked him the same question, three times Sariputra 
remained silent. Then, to prompt him to the right answer, the Buddha said to Sariputra: 

- That which arises ( bhutam idam).... 

Sariputra continued: 

- Bhagavat, that which arises... that which arises must also perish (yad bhutam tad nirodhadharman iti). He 
who practices the teaching of the arising [and the destruction] of the conditioned (, samskrta ) is called 
saiksa. But the one who has found the teaching of the non-production of things ( anutpddadharma ) by 
means of wisdom is called Samkhyatadharma. 

This sutra has been cited at length here. 

2. Furthermore, the arhats stay close to the Buddha and listen to his doctrine because those who have not 
yet attained the impure or pure dhyanas ( sdsravdndsravasamddhi ) wish to attain them, and those who have 
already attained them wish to deepen them. 

3. Furthermore, [the arhats surround the Buddha] to enjoy the bliss of his presence ( abhimukhatdsukha ). 
Thus, in the Nan t'o kia king (Nandakasutra)T^3 it is said: "Just now I am listening to the Dharma." 

4. Furthermore, the arhats who stay close to the Buddha can never get their fill of listening to the Dharma. 
Thus in the P'i Ion t'i kia king (Pilotikasutra), Sariputra says [83a] to Pilotika;394 "In my Dharma, one 
never gets enough of listening to the doctrine." 

5. Furthermore, if the Buddha, the great teacher ( mahasastri ) himself listens attentively to the Dharma 
preached by his disciples, it is not necessary to ask why the arhats, quite perfect ( krtkrtya ) though they may 
be, in turn listen to the Dharma [preached by the Buddha]. If a satiated person starts to eat again when he 
finds exquisite food, how could a famished man not eat it? This is why the arhats, although they have done 
what needed to be done ( krtakrtya ), always stay close to the Buddha to hear the Dharma. 

6. Finally, the Buddha as well as the arhats dwell (viharati) in the state of deliverance (vimuktidharma). 
Endowed with these dharmas of dwelling ( vihdradharmasamprayukta ), they are surrounded ( parivrnvanti ) 
and mutually adorned ( alamkurvanti ). Thus it is said in the Tchan t'an p'iyu king (Candanopamasutra):^95 


393 p ro bably this is the Nandakasutta of the Samyutta, V, p. 398-390; Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 833), k. 30, p. 213c-214a: 
Nandaka, a minister of the Licchavis, was listening to a sermon of the Buddha in the Kutagarasalapartisnat Vaisall when 
it was announced that his bath was ready. He answered: "Enough of outer baths! I will be content with this inner bath 
which is the goodness of the Blessed One" (alam dani etena.... idam Bhagavati pasddo). 

394 -pbe parivrajaka Pilotika was a declared supporter of the Buddha. He appears in the CuIIahatthipadopamasutta: 
Majjhima, I, p. 175; Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 146), k. 36, p. 656a. 
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"When there is a forest of candana (sandalwood), the erandas (Ricin) surround it; When there is a forest of 
erandas, the candanas surround it. If there are candanas, the candanas are considered to be the forest; if 
there are erandas, they serve as the entourage ( parivara )."396 p j s t] le same for the Buddha and the arhats. 
The Buddha abides ( vihdrati ) in the good dharmas ( kusaladharma ) and in deliverance (vimukti) and so do 
the arhats. Endowed with the dharmas of abiding ( viharadharmasamanvagata ), they surround and adorn 
one another mutually. The Buddha surrounds the great assembly ( mahasamgha ) like Sumeru, king of the 
mountains, is surrounded by ten precious mountains, like the white king of the elephants in rut 
(pdndaragandhahastin ) is surrounded by white elephants in rut, like the king of the lions ( simha ) is 
surrounded by lions. In the same way the Buddha, a field of merit ( lokdnuttara ), is surrounded and 
accompanied by his disciples. 


WHY ANANDA IS NOT AN ARHAT 

Sutra: Except for Ananda who, being on the level of the saiksas, was [just] a stream-enterer ( ekapudgalam 
sthdpayitvd yad utayusmananta Anandam saiksam srotadparmam). 

Sdstra: Question. - Why does it say ‘except for Ananda’? 

Answer. - Because Ananda is not among the arhats whom we have just praised above. Why? He is of the 
rank of saiksa and has not yet eliminated desire ( vftardga ). 

Question. - The venerable Ananda is the third patriarch (clcdrya), head of the great assembly;^97 f or 
numberless kalpas he planted the seeds of nirvana {nirvana bija); he always stays near the Buddha; he is 
the keeper of the baskets of the Dharma {dhannapitakadhara). How is it that this venerable one, who ha 
with sharp faculties ( tiksnendriya ), has been able to come so far without having eliminated desire and is not 
yet a saiksa? 

Answer. - 1. The venerable Ananda, from the beginning, had made the following vow: "I wish to be the 
foremost {agra) of those who have heard much (bahusruta) ."398 [On q le other hand], because of their 
buddha-dharmas, the arhats who have done what needed to be done ( krtakrtya ) can no longer serve or 
venerate anyone. Having accomplished the 'grand business' in the Buddha- dharma, [namely] the 


395 There is a Tchan t'an chou king (Candanasutra), T 805, vol. XVII, p. 750, translated by an anonymous author during 
the eastern Han dynasty (25-220 AD) but the phrase cited here does not occur there. 

396 An obscure comparison the intention of which is to show how the Buddha and the arhats, without distinction of rank, 
are gathered in the forest. Cf. Sutralamkara, tr. Huber, p. 26: "In the thick forest, there are campakas and erandas growing; 
although as trees are of unequal height, they are equal as members of the forest. In the same way, among the monks, old 
or young, distinctions should not be made." 

39? Before his death, Sakyamuni entrusted Kasyapa to watch over his doctrine; later, Kasyapa transmitted the Dharma to 
Ananda. For these patriarchs, see Przyluski, Asoka, chap. II, p. 44-53. 

398 According to the Ahguttara, I, p. 24, and the stories of the first Council (Przyluski, Concile, p. 39, 210, 225, 229). 
Ananda became the foremost of those who have heard much. 
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destruction of the afflictions (klesaprahana), they remain seated with the Buddha on the palanquin of 
deliverance ( vimuktikhatvd ). 

2. Furthermore, the sthavira Ananda, who has listened, retained and meditated on all kinds of sutras,399 
has vast wisdom ( prajna ), whereas his concentration of mind ( cittasamgraha ) is average. Yet both of these 
qualities are necessary to obtain the state [of arhat which consists of] destruction of the impurities. This is 
why the sthavira Ananda is [still] just a stream-enterer. 

3. Furthermore, out of love for the Buddha's service, Ananda was his servant ( upasthdyaka ) 400, and he 
said to himself: “If I should attain the state that involves the destruction of the impurities (dsravaksaya) too 
soon, I would distance myself from the Buddha and I could no longer be his servant." This is why Ananda, 
[83b] who could have been an arhat, had decided not to take up this state. 

4. Furthermore, [the conditions] of place, time and individuals not having come together, where and how 
could he have compiled the Dharma? The thousand arhats [who must constitute the Council] were not on 
the Grdhrakutaparvata, the place fixed [for the Council]; the time of the Bhagavat's death had not yet come, 
the sthavira P'o k'i tseu (Vrjiputra) was not present. This is why the sthavira Ananda does not destroy his 
impurities. In order that Ananda be able to destroy them and [thus participate in the Council], three 
conditions were necessary: the Bhagavat must die, the assembly that is to be entrusted with compiling the 
Dharma must be assembled, and Vrjiputra must address [to Ananda] the official exhortations 
(dharmdvdda).^ ^ 

5. Finally, the venerable Ananda is in no way comparable to other men in his disgust ( samvega ) for the 
things of the world ( lokcidharma ). From birth to birth, Ananda is of royal lineage ( rdjamamsa ), 02 his 
beauty ( saundaiya ) is incomparable ( anupama ) and his merits (punya ) are immense ( apramdna ). A close 
relative of the Bhagavat, he always accompanied the Buddha as servant ( upasthdyaka ). Inevitably he said 
to himself: "I am the Buddha's servant, I know the precious baskets of Dharma ( dharmapitaka ). I am not 


399 The depository of the holy words, Ananda received and retains the totality of the sutras (cf. Przyluski, Concile, p. 39- 
40); according to the Theragatha, v. 1024, p.92, he had learned 82,000 dhammas from the Buddha and 2,000 from his 
colleagues. 

400 \y e have seen above how Ananda became the upasthdyaka of the Buddha. 

491 It was because of these exhortations of Vrjiputra (Vajjiputta) that, after the Buddha's nirvana, Ananda made the 
efforts necessary to become arhat. See Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 54, p. 967a; Ken pen chouo... tsa che, T 1451, k. 39, p. 
406a (cf. T. Rockhill, Life, p. 155); Kia cho kie king, T 2027, p. 6b; Legend of As oka in T 2042, k. 4, p. 113a; T 2043, k. 
6, p. 151a. The stanza of exhortation addressed to Ananda by Vrjiputra is told in all these sources with some variations. 
The Pali translation is known to us by stanza 119 of the Theragatha, p. 17 (tr. Rh. D., Brethren, p. 106): 
Rukkhamulagahanam pasakkiya .... kim te bilibilikd karissatiti. This stanza is also found in Samyutta, I, p. 199, where it 
is addressed to Ananda by a forest deity. See also the Chinese versions of the Samyukta, T 99 (no. 1341), k. 50, p. 369c; 
T 100 (no. 361), k. 16, p. 491b. 

492 According to the Apadana, p. 53, in the course of his lifetimes, Ananda was a king fifty-eight times: 
Atthapahnasakkhatuh ca cakkavatti.... mahiya karayissati. 

He actually appears as a king in a series pf Jatakas, the list of which may be found in Malalasekara, I, p. 267. 
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afraid to let to let go of the destruction of the impurities (asaravaksaya) [when the time comes].” With this 
motivation, he was not in a hurry [to become an arhat]. 


ORIGIN OF THE NAME ANANDA 

Question. - What is the origin of the venerable Ananda's name? Is it of ancient origin (purdna )? Is it a 
name given to him by his parents? Does it rest on [good] reasons? 

Answer. - This name is of ancient origin; it was also given to him by his parents and it rests on good 
reasons. 

1. Why is this name of ancient origin? 

a. In one of his earlier lives, the [present] Buddha Che kia wen (Sakyamuni) was a potter ( kumbhakara ) 
called Ta kouang ming (Prabhasa). At that time, there was a Buddha called Sakyamuni; his disciples were 
called Cho li fan (Sariputra), Mou k'ien lien (Maudalyayana) and A nan (Ananda).403 The Buddha and his 
disciples went to the house of the potter to spend the night. On that occasion, the potter gave three things: a 
seat made of straw ( trindsana ), a lamp ( dipa ) and honey syrup ( madhumaireya ) and he made a gift of them 
to the Buddha and the community of monks ( bhiksusamgha ).404 Then he made the following vow 
(pranidhi ): "Later, after five unfortunate generations of old age (jard ), sickness ( vyddhi ) and death 
(marana), I will be Buddha. I will be called Sakyamuni like the present Buddha and my disciples will bear 
the names of the present disciples of the Buddha." By virtue of this vow of the Buddha, [our hero] is 
named Ananda. 

b. Furthermore, from birth to birth, Ananda had made the following vow: "Among the disciples of the 
Buddha, I will be the foremost of those who have heard much (bahusrutdndm agrah), by the name 
Ananda." 

c. Finally, from birth to birth, by the virtue of patience ( ksdntipdtamitd ), Ananda had expelled all hatred 
(i dvesa)\ this is why he was always reborn very beautiful ( sundara ). Because of this beauty which made all 
who saw him rejoice, his parents named him Ananda which, in the language of the Ts'in, means 'Joy'. 

This was his name according to the old traditions. 


According to the Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 177, p. 892a, and the Kosa, IV, p. 228, the ancient Sakyamuni was the first 
Buddha whom the present Sakyamuni venerated. - At that time, the latter was a potter named Prabhasa, cf. Kosavyakhya, 
p. 432: Prabhasanamna .... pranidhanam krtam. - The Mahavastu, I, p. 47, also is aware of a buddha Sakyamuni who 
lived an infinite number of numberless kalpas ago, also from Kapilavastu, and who received the generosity of the present 
Sakyamuni, then a merchant ( sresthin ). 

404 p Qr more details, see k. 12, p. 150b: "The buddha Sakyamuni, then in his first production of the mind of 
enlightenment ( prathamacittotpada ), was the king named Kouang ming (Prabhasa); he was seeking buddhahood and 
practiced generosity. When he was reborn, he was the potter who gave some bath utensils and honey syrup to the buddha 
Sakyamuni and his disciples. Then, when he was reborn, he was the wife of a great sresthin who offered a lamp to the 
buddha Kiao tch'en jo (Kaundinya). All of these are what is called the lesser gifts of the bodhisattva." 
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2. Why did his parents give him the name Ananda? 

Once there was a king of the solar clan ( dditagotra ) named Che tseu kia (Simhahanu). This king had four 
sons: 1) Tsing fan (Suddhodana), 2) Po fan (Suklodana), 3) Hou fan (Dronodana), 4) Kan lou wei 

(Amritarasa).^^ 

King Suddodana had two sons: 1) Fo, the Buddha, 2) Nant'o (Nanda).406 
[83c] King Suklodana had two sons: 1) Po t'i (Bhadrika), 2) Y'i cha (Tisya). 

King Dronodana had two sons: 1) T'ip'o ta to (Devadatta), 2) A nan (Ananda). 

King Amritadana had two sons: 1) Mo ho nan (Mahanaman), 2) A ni Ion t'eou (Aniradda). 

As for his daughter, Amritarasa, she had a son called Che p'o lo (Danapala).407 

Then the bodhisattva Si ta t'o (Siddhartha) grew up; renouncing the state of cakrvartin king, he went forth 
from home ( pravrajita ) in the middle of the night and went to the country of Ngeou leou pi lo (Umvilva) 
on the banks of the river Ni lien chan (Nairanjana) where he practiced asceticism ( duskaracarya ) for six 
years. But king Suddhodana, who loved his son, regularly sent messengers to ask about him and bring back 
news of him: "Has my son attained the path? Is he sick? Is he dead?"408 The messenger came back to tell 
the king: "The bodhisattva is nothing but skin, bones and sinews to hold it all together. He is very weak. 
Today or tomorrow will be the end of him." The king experienced great sadness at these words; he plunged 
into the ocean of grief: "My son has renounced becoming a cakravartin king and now he will not succeed 
in becoming buddha. Is he then going to die without attaining anything?" The king grieved greatly. 


405 Here the Mpps adopts the genealogy of the Mahavastu I, p. 351.13, 355.19: Rajno Simhahanusya Sakyardjho catvari 
putra darika ca Suddhodana Suklodano Dhautodano Amrtodano Amita ca darika. - The Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, k. 3, 
p. 676a gives the same information. - On the other hand, the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya (Ken pen chouo ... p'. seng che, T 
1450, k. 2, p. 195a; Rockhill, Life, , p. 13, attributes four sons and four daughters to Simhahana: Suddhodana, Suklodana, 
Dronodana, Amrtodana, Suddha, Sukla, Drona, Amrta. - According to the Singhalese chronicles (DIpavarnsa, III, 45, p. 
29; Mahavamsa, II, 20, p. 14), SIhahanu had five sons and two daughters: Suddhodana, Dhotodana, Sakkodana, 
Sukkodana, Amitodana, Amita, Pamita. - The genealogy proposed by the Che eul yeou king, T 195, p. 146c requires the 
greatest stretch of the imagination. 

4^6 Suddhodana had two main wives: Maya who gave birth to the Buddha and Mahaprajapati who bore Nanda. 

407 xhis genealogy is to be compared with that of the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1450, k. 2, p. 105a: 

Suddhodana had two sons: the Bhagavat and Nanda. 

Suklodana had two sons: Tisya and Bhadrika. 

Dronodana had two sons: Mahanaman and Animddha 

Amrtodana had two sons: Ananda and Devadatta 

Suddha had one son: Suprabuddha 

Sukla had one son: Mallika 

Drona had one son: Cheng li 

Amrta had one son: Mahabala 

408 p rom q le Mahavastu II, p. 207-209 and the Dulwa (Rockhill, Life, p.28-29, we know that Suddodana sent messengers 
to his son every day to gather news about him. 
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But the bodhisattva, renouncing asceticism, partook of the milk soup (pdyasa ) of a hundred flavors,409 
and his body recovered its strength. Having bathed in the waters of the Nairanjana river, he went to the 
Bodhi tree, sat down on the diamond seat ( vajrasana ) and proclaimed the following oath: "I will remain 
seated with crossed legs until I realize omniscience; until I have attained omniscience, I will not rise from 
this seat.I® 

Then king Mara, at the head of a troop of eighteen kotis of warriors, came to the Bodhisattva and tried to 
bring about his ruin. But by the power of his wisdom (prajhdbala ), the Bodhisattva destroyed Mara's army. 
Mara retired, vanquished, and said to himself: "Since the Bodhisattva is invincible, I will torment his 
father." He went to king Suddhodana and said to him slyly: "Your son died today in the second part of the 
night (pascime ydme)."^ * ' At these words, the king was stunned and collapsed on his bed like a fish on hot 
sand.412 Weeping miserably, he utred this stanza: 

Ajita lied [in his predictions], 

The good omens are no longer verified. 

My son had the propitious name Siddhartha 

But none of these goals has been realized. 

Then the deity of the Bodhi tree ( bodhivrksadeatd ), Ta houan hi (Ananda?)413 by name, came to king 
Suddhodana holding a celestial flower, and said the following stanza to him: 


409 xhis was offered to him by one or several maidens of the village of Senapati or Senani. Some texts mention only one 
maiden, Sujata (Nidanakatha, p. 68; Dhammpadattha, I, p. 80; Mahavastu, II, p. 203-206), or Nandabala (Buddhacarita, 
XII, v. 109; T 189, k. 8, p. 639). - In other sources, the offering was made by two maidens, Nanda and Nandabala (T 184, 
k. 2, p. 469c-470a; T 190, k. 25, p. 770c; Ken pen chou ... p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 5, p. 121c; Rockhill, Life, p. 30; 
Divyavadana, p. 392). - In the Lalitavistara, p. 267 sq., Sujata is accompanied by nine friends. 

41® The words of this oath are given in many sources: Nidanakatha, p. 71: Kamatn taco ca nahdru ca atthi.... pallamkam 
bhindissami, - Buddhacarita, XII, v. 120: Bhinadmi tavas naitad... yavat ktrtakrtatam. - Lalitavistara, p. 289: Ihasane 
susyatu me sarTram.... naivasanat hdyam atas calisyate. - The oath is not mentioned in the Ariyapariyesanasutta, 
(Majjhima, I, p. 160-175) where Sakyamuni himself relates the efforts he made to attain enlightenment; on the other hand, 
we find them in the corresponding sutra of the Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 204), k. 56, p. 777al2. 

411 In the Mahavastu, II, p. 207-209 and the Nidanakatha, p. 67. it is said that the messengers (or the gods) seeing the 
Bodhisattva deep in asphanaka meditation and not breathing, thought that he was dead and announced his death to 
Suddhodana. But the king refused to believe them. - The Mpps represents a different tradition here. 

412 The same comparison in the Sanskrit Udanavarga p. 10, which compares the unfortunates to fish cooked in hot water 
(matsya ivdtiva vipacyamdndh). 

412 In the P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 125, p. 655b, the deity of the Bodhi tree is called Ti yu (Satyavac?); she seduced king 
Pusyamitra who was persecuting Buddhism. - In the Lalitavistara, p. 278, the bodhivrksadevatas are four in number: 
Venu, Valgu, Sumanas and Ojapati. In the same place, there is a detailed description of the bodhi tree. 

The anecdote telling how Suddhodana, deceived by Mara who announced the death of his son to him has a parallel in a 
passage from the Miilasarvastivadin Vinaya, of which the following is a translation: 
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Ken pen chouo... p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 5, p. 124b-c: When Mara papimat was conquered by the Buddha, his bow flew 
from his hands and his banner fell to the ground; his palace was completely destroyed. King Mara, vexed and 
disappointed, disappeared along with 36 kotis of warriors. He went to Kapilavastu and said to the crowd: "The 
bodhisattva Sakyamuni who was practicing asceticism ( duskaracarya ) and who was sitting on the diamond seat 
(vajrasana ) on a pile of grass, has just died." Hearing these words, king Suddhodana, along with his household, ministers 
and officials, were thrown into consternation as if they had been burned in a fire. The inhabitants and the three great 
queens (devi), Gopika, etc., remembering the qualities of the Bodhisattva, sank down to the ground lamenting; their faces 
were washed and they were slowly brought back to life. They wept ceaselessly. The servants and slaves encouraged and 
massaged them, but their sadness was without limit. Then the deity Pure Faith (Suddhasraddha), seeing that Mara had lied 
and knowing the Bodhisattva had attained enlightenment, was very joyous and declared everywhere: "You must know 
that Sakyamuni is not dead but has attained anuttarasamyaksambodhi." Then king Suddhodana, his entourage and all the 
citizens of Kapilavastu, hearing this news, leapt with joy. Yasodhara, learning that the Bhagavat, the Bodhisattva, had 
attained supreme knowledge, joyfully gave birth to a son. King Dronodana also had a son. At that moment there was a 
lunar eclipse; king Suddhodana, seeing this stroke of good fortune, felt great joy. He ordered the city to remove all rubble, 
to wash the ground with sandalwood ( candana ) perfumed water, to place incense-burners at the crossroads and to bum 
precious perfumes, to hang multicolored banners in the streets and to spread fresh flowers on the ground. He set up free 
clinics at the four gates of the city and in the streets. At the eastern gate, gifts were gathered together; sramanas, 
brahmanas., tlrthikas, brahmacarins, as well as the poor, the orphans and the needy came to beg, and all kinds of gifts 
were given to them. It was the same at the southern, western and northern gates and the city streets. The king joined his 
ministers to give a name to Yasodara's son. The servants of the harem first wished to give him the name of the king, but 
as the moon was hidden by Rahu at the birth of this child, it was fitting to call him Rahula. In his turn, king Dronodana, 
for his own son, gave the same gifts as above. He gathered his relatives to give a name for his child and asked them by 
what name they should call it. His relatives replied: "On the day of his birth, the citizens of Kapilavastu rejoiced 
(i ananda ); therefore he should be called Ananda." 

Comparison of this passage from the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya with the information of the Mpps poses a series of 
interesting questions regarding the parents and the date of birth of Ananda and Rahula. 

We must give up trying to know who is the father of Ananda. Three names are suggested: 

1) Amrtodana in the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya (T 1450, k. 2, p. 105a), the Dulwa (Rockhill, Life, P. 13, 32), the Che eul 
yeou king (T 195, p. 146c), the Sumangala, II, p. 492 and the Manoratha, I, p. 292. - 2) Dronodana in the 
Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya (T 1450, k. 5, p. 124b-c) and the Mpps (T1509, k. 3, p. 83c). - 3) Suklodana in the Mahavastu, 
III, p. 176.14. 

According to the Mpps and the passage of the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya translated in the present note, Ananda was bom 
on the day that Sakyamuni attained enlightenment. - On the other hand, we see Ananda participating in the test of skill in 
the arts ( Silpasamdarsana ) when Sakyamuni was still an adolescent; cf. Lalitavistara, p. 152; Fo pen hing rsi king, T 190, 
k. 13, p. 710b. - According to some late sources, such as the Burmese biography (Bigandet, p. 43), Ananda was born on 
the same day as the Buddha (cf. Kern, Histoire , I, p. 28; Manual, p. 14); however he is not included in the list of 
coaetanei of the Buddha given by the Nidanakatha, p. 54. 

According to the Nidanakatha, p. 60, Rahula was bom on the day that Sakyamuni, his father, left home, and the future 
Buddha went to kiss him before leaving (ibid., p. 62). But it is generally agreed that Yasodara conceived Rahula a short 
time before the departure of the Buddha (Mahavastu, II, p. 159; Rockhill, Life, p. 24), but gave birth to him six years later 
on the day that the Buddha attained enlightenment. Cf. Tsa pao tsang king, T 203 (no. 27), k. 10, p. 496b (tr. Chavannes, 
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Your son has attained the Path, 

He has scattered the army of Mara. 

His brilliance is like the rising sun 
He lights up the ten directions. 

The king replied: "First a god came to tell me that my son was dead, and now you come to tell me that he 
has conquered Mara and attained the Path. These two pieces of news are contradictory; whom should I 
believe?" 

The deity of the tree answered: "This is the truth ( satya ), it is not a lie ( mrsdvdda ). The god who previously 
came to tell you the lie that you son was dead was Mara; full of jealousy (irsya), he came to make you 
grieve. Today all the devas and nagas offer [your son] flowers (puspa) and perfumes ( gandha ); they are 
hanging silk cloths from the sky (dkdsa). Your son's body emits a brilliant light that fills heaven and earth.” 

At these words, the king was freed from all his sadness and said: "Although my son may have renounced 
becoming a cakravartin king, today he has become the king who will turn the wheel of the Dharma 
(dharmacakrapravartaka ). He has surely attained great benefit and lost nothing." The king's mind 
experienced great joy (dnanda). At that moment a messenger arrived from the palace of king Dronodana to 
say to king Suddhodana: "Your noble brother has had a son." The king's mind felt great joy. He said: "This 
day is highly propitious; it is a day of joy", Addressing the messenger, he said: "This child should be called 
Ananda." 

That is why his parents called him Ananda. 

3. How does this name rest on good reasons? 

Ananda was handsome ( abhirupa ) and graceful ( rdsmadika ) like a clear mirror (ddarsa). His body was 
pure. When women saw him, their passions ( kdmacitta ) were aroused;^ ^ this is why the Buddha ordered 
Ananda to wear a covering over his shoulders (amsavastra)A * 5 As he gladdened the mind ( citta ) and the 
eyes ( caksus ) of all who saw him, he was called Ananda, 'Great Joy'. 

On this subject, the Tsao louen tcho tsan (Sastrakrtstuti) says: 

His face is like the full moon, 

His eye like a blue lotus flower. 

The water of the ocean of the Buddha's Dharma 

Flows in the mind of Ananda. 


Contes, III, p. 136); Ken pen chouo ... p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 5, p. 124c; Rockhill, Life, p. 32; Ta tche tou louen, T 1509, 
k. 17, p. 182b. 

414 When the palace women were invited by Prasenajit to choose a preacher amongst the eighty disciples of the Buddha, 
they unanimously chose Ananda (Jataka, I, p. 382). 

415 We know that the Buddhist monks had their right shoulder uncovered. Cf. Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, II, p. 270, 
who takes as proof the Sutralamkara, tr. Huber, p. 65-66. 
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He brings forth great joy 

In the minds and to the eyes of those who see him. 

Those who come to see the Buddha 
He introduces without any flaw in ceremonial.^ 16 

Thus although Ananda could have attained the state of arhat, he did not destroy the impurities in order [to 
continue] to serve and honor the Buddha. Because of these great qualities ( guna ) and although he himself 
was not asaiksa, he dwelt among the asaiksas; although he had not eliminated desire, he resided among 
those who had eliminated it ( vftardga ). Also, since among the five thousand members of the assembly, he 
was not really an arhat, the text says that [all were arhats] except for Ananda. 


416 Ananda managed interviews with the Buddha and when necessary, sent away undesirable visitors. Cf. Malalasekera, 
I, p. 252. 
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CHAPTER VII: THE FOUR ASSEMBLIES 


Sutra: The Buddha was also accompanied by five hundred bhiksunis (nuns), five hundred upasakas (lay 
men) and five hundred upasikas (lay women); all had seen the holy truths ( pancamatrair bhiksunisatair 
upasakair updsikdbhis ca sardham sarvair drstaryasatyaih ). 

Sdstra: Question. - There were five thousand bhiksus; why did the other assemblies each consist of five 
hundred members? 

[84b] Answer. - In women (stri), wisdom ( prajna ) is often deficient ( hrasva ) while the afflictions ( klesa) 
and defilements (mala) are serious (guru). Almost always seeking happiness and pleasure (nandirdga), 
they are rarely capable of breaking their fetters (samyojana) and obtaining deliverance (vimoksa). And so 
the Buddha said: "This teaching of dependent origination (pratityasamutpada) is supreme (paramo), 
profound (gambhfra) and difficult to grasp (durlabha), but the destruction of all the afflictions 
(sai'vaklesaksaya), renunciation (vairdgya) and the attainment of nirvana (nirvanadhigama) are even more 
difficult to find (durdrsa). That is why women attain it more rarely than the bhiksus." 

Having families, the upasakas and the upasikas have impure (asuddha) minds; unable to destroy their 
impurities (dsrava), they are content with understanding the four noble truths (dryasatya) and acting as 
aspirants (saiksa). Thus a stanza says: 

Despite its splendid body, the peacock (barhin, mayura) 

Cannot fly as far as the swan (hamsa). 

In the same way, the layman (avaddtavasana), despite his wealth and nobility. 

Is not the equal of the monk (pravrajita) whose qualities are eminent. 

Thus, although the bhiksunis have gone forth from home (pravrajita) and renounced worldly activities 
(lokakarman), their wisdom is deficient. This is why there are only five hundred bhiksunis who have 
attained arhathood (arhatf). - In the two lay assemblies, [upasakas and upasikas] who live at home and are 
busy there, those who have found the Path are rare (cf. the variant: to tao tcho chao). Each of them consists 
also of five hundred members. 

Question. - Why does the siitra not praise these three communities as it has the five thousand arhats? 

Answer. - Because the praise of the great assembly [of bhiksus] is also valid for the others. Moreover, if 
the three communities were praised separately, the heretics (tfrthika) would ask why the bhiksunis [in 
particular] were praised and would slander them. If the lay people were praised, they would say it was to 
flatter them. That is why the siitra does not praise them. 

Question. - In other Mahayanasutras, the Buddha is accompanied by a great assembly of bhiksus 
numbering eight thousand, sixty thousand or a hundred thousand. Yet this Mahaprajnaparamitasutra is the 
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most important of the sutras. Thus it is said in the Tchou lei p'in (Parlndanaparivarta):^^ "Losing the other 
sutras as a whole is a light sin ( apatti), but losing a single word (pada) of the Prajnaparamita is a very 
grave sin." From this, we know that the Prajnaparamita is the most important sutra. A very numerous 
assembly would be needed at this most important sutra; why is the number of its auditors ( srdvaka) 
restricted to five thousand bhiksus and to the groups of five hundred each of bhiksunls, upasakas and 
upasikas? 

Answer. - 1. If the size of the crowd of listeners is restricted, it is because the sutra is very profound 
(gambhira ) and hard to fathom (, durvigahya ). In the same way, when a king ( rdjan ) possesses real jewels 
( ratna ), he does not tell this to ordinary people ( prthagjana ), but he does announce it to great individuals, 
his confidants. When a king holds council, he deliberates with his ministers, his confidants, his experts, but 
he does not admit the lesser officials. 

2. Furthermore, 6500 individuals [who make up the audience of the Prajnaparamitasutra]^ * ^ have all 
attained the Path; although they do not understand all of the profound Prajnaparamita, nevertheless they 
believe in it and are able to acquire the fourfold faith of pure knowledge (, andsrava avetyaprasdda ) .419 In 
other sutras, the auditors ( srdvaka ) are more numerous, but not all have obtained the Path. 

[84c] Finally, we have praised the ten million arhats amongst whom the five thousand best were selected. It 
was the same for the bhiksunls, the upasakas, and upasikas. Being difficult to find ( durlabha ), these 
'victorious ones' (jina) are not numerous. 


417 The Panndanaparivarta or 'Chapter of the Final Will' is the 90th and last chapter of the Pancavi sati, T 
221, k. 20, p. 146b-c; T 223. k. 27, p. 423c-424a. 

41® Namely, 5000 bhik us plus the three groups of 500 people in the other assemblies. 

419 Faith relating to the Buddha, the Dharma, the Sa gha and the moralities dear to the saints (cf. Kosa, VI, 
P-292). 
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CHAPTER VIII: THE BODHISATTVAS 


THE PLACE OF THE BODHISATTVAS IN THE ASSEMBLY 


Sutra : The Buddha was also accompanied by bodhisattva-mahasattvas (, bodhisattvair mahasattvas ca). 

Sdstra : Question. - If the order of seniority is followed, the bodhisattvas come first, then the bhiksus, the 
bhiksunls, the upasakas and the upasrkas, for the bodhisattvas come right after the Buddha. If the reverse 
order were followed, first would be placed the upaslkas, then the upasakas, the bhiksunTs, the bhiksus and 
finally the bodhisattvas. Why are the bhiksus mentioned first here, then the three assemblies [bhiksum, 
upasaka, upasika] and then, last, the bodhisattvas? 

Answer. - 1. Although the bodhisattvas come right after the Buddha, they have not destroyed all their 
afflictions ( klesa ); this is why the arhats are spoken of first. In the arhats, wisdom ( prajnd) is small, but 
they are already ripened (paripakva ); in the bodhisattvas, wisdom is rich, but they have not destroyed their 
afflictions. That is why the arhats are spoken of first. 

There are two kinds of Buddhist doctrine, the esoteric ( abhisamdhidharma ) and the exoteric 
( prakdsitadharma ). In the exoteric, the Buddhas, pratyekabuddhas and [85a] arhats are all fields of merit 
( punyaksetra ) because their afflictions (klesa) have been destroyed without residue. In the esoteric, it is 
said that the bodhisattvas have obtained acquiescence in the teaching of the non-arising of dharmas 
(i anutpattikadharmaksanti ), that their defilements are destroyed, that they possess the six superknowledges 
(abhijna) and that they work for the benefit of beings. It is from the exoteric point of view that the sutra 
places the arhats before the bodhisattvas. 

2. Furthermore, by the power of skillful means ( updya ), the bodhisattvas appear, enter into the five 
destinies (gati), experience the five passions (paiica kdmaguna) with the view of influencing beings.If 
they were placed above the arhats, gods and men would be worried and have doubts. This is why they are 
mentioned after the arhats. 

Question. - That is the reason they are placed after the arhats. But why are they placed after the upasakas 
and upasrkas? 

Answer. - 1. Although the four assemblies have not completely destroyed their impurities ( ksindsrava ), 
they will destroy them without further delay; this is why they are presented under the name of auditors 
(sravakasamgha). 


420 p or t [ le sa i va tion of beings, the bodhisattvas assume diverse forms of existence; they assume emanation bodies 
( nirma.nakd.ya) to work for the benefit of all. See references in Sam„raha, p. 42. 
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To place the bodhisattvas among these four assemblies would be unsuitable. Thus the bhiksunls, who have 
received innumerable disciplinary rules (samvara), ^ should come after the bhiksus but before the 
novices ( srdmanera ); however, as the Buddha did not bestow any ceremonial on them, they come after the 
novices. It is the same for the bodhisattvas: they should be placed at the head of the three classes of saiksas, 
but as that would not be suitable, they are placed at the tail end. 

2. Furthermore, some claim that, because of their wisdom ( prajna) and their qualities ( guna ), the 
bodhisattvas surpass the arhats and pratyekabuddhas and for this reason they are mentioned separately. 

Question. - In the sutras of the sravakas [i.e., the Lesser Vehicle], four assemblies only are spoken of. Why 
is an assembly of bodhisattvas added here separately? 

Answer. - There are two types of Path ( mdrga ): that of the sravakas [Lesser Vehicle] and that of the 
bodhisattvas [Greater Vehicle]. The four assemblies, bhiksu, bhiksunl, upasaka, upaslka, form the path of 
the sravakas; the bodhisattva-mahasattvas form the path of the bodhisattvas. For this reason, in the texts of 
the sravakas, the beginning of the sutra does not say that the Buddha was dwelling in such and such a place 
with such and such bodhisattvas; it simply says that the Buddha was dwelling in such and such a place with 
such and such bhiksus: for example: "The Buddha was dwelling in Varanasi with five hundred bhiksus", 
"The Buddha was dwelling in the land of Gaya with a thousand bhiksus", "The Buddha was dwelling in 
SravastI with five hundred bhiksus". This is the way all their sutras begin; they never say that the Buddha 
is accompanied by any number of bodhisattvas whatsoever. 

Question. - There are two kinds of bodhisattvas: those who have gone forth from the world ( pravrajita ) 
and those who stay in the world ( grhastha ). The grhastha bodhisattvas are usually cited among the bhiksus 
and bhiksunls. Why does the sutra cite them separately here? 

Answer. - 1. Although they are usually ranked in the four assemblies, it is fitting to cite them separately. 
Why? Because if the bodhisattvas are necessarily included in the four assemblies, the four assemblies do 
not necessarily include the bodhisattvas. Why is that? They include the sravakas, the pratyekabuddhas, 
people who seek to be reborn among the gods, others who seek to enjoy their life: these four kinds of 
people are not ranked among the bodhisattvas. Why? [85b] Because they have not produced the mind [of 
bodhi] nor do they wish some day to be Buddha. 

2. Furthermore, the bodhisattvas, having obtained faith in the doctrine of non-arising of dharmas 
(anutpattikadharmaksanti), have suppressed all these names and conventions ( sarvanamasamketa ) that 
characterize samsara and have left the three worlds; [thus] they are not ranked in the number of beings 
(sattva). If the sravakas who have become arhats and are nirvanized are not counted in the number of living 
beings, what can be said about the bodhisattvas? Thus in the Po lo yen (pdrdyana ) to the Question of Yeou 
po che (Upaslvapariprccha), a stanza says: 4-22 


421 For the monastic precepts, see Kern, Histoire, II, p. 121-125; Oldenberg, Bouddha, p. 415-419, and above all the 
comparative study of E. Waldschmidt, Bruchstiicke des Bhiksumpratimoksa, Leipzig, 1926. 

422 Suttanipata, V, 6; Upaslvamanavapuccha, v. 1075-1076: 

Upaslva: Atthangato so uda va so va so na 'tthi.... tatha hi te vidito esa dhammo. 


201 



After cessation ( nirodha ), is it impossible to reappear? 

He who has disappeared is not reborn? 

Having entered into nirvana, does one remain there always? 

May the great Sage tell me the truth! 

The Buddha answered: 

He who has disappeared cannot be defined; 

He escapes from causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ), from names and characteristics ( namalaksana ). 

He has gone beyond the way of all speech ( sarvavddapatha ); 

In one moment he disappears like an extinguished fire. 

If the arhats have destroyed all names and conventions ( samketa ), all the more so are the bodhisattvas able 
to destroy all dharmas. Do they not destroy them by knowing their true nature (bhutalaksana) and by 
attaining the dharmakdyal This is why the Mahayana mentions the bodhisattvas separately from the four 
assemblies. 

Question. - At the beginning of the Mahayana sutras, why are two assemblies mentioned, bodhisattvas and 
sravakas, whereas at the beginning of the sutras of the sravakas, only the assembly of bhiksus is mentioned 
and not that of the bodhisattvas? 

Answer. - 1. It is in order to distinguish the two Vehicles, the Vehicle of the Buddhas ( buddhaydna ) and 
the Vehicle of the listeners ( sravakayana ). The Sravakayana is narrow ( hum ), the Buddhayana is broad 
(vipula ); the Sravakayana is that of personal interest (svakdrtha ), action for oneself; the Buddhayana is that 
of benefit for all. 

2. Furthermore, the Sravakayana teaches in particular the emptiness of the individual ( sattvasunyatd ), 
whereas the Buddhayana teaches both the emptiness of the individual and the emptiness of dharmas 
( dharmasunyatd ). 

These are the differences that distinguish the two Vehicles. The Mahayana sutras speak of the two 
assemblies, sravaka and bodhisattva. Thus it is said in the Tsan mo ho yen kie (Mahayanastotragatha): 


Bhagava: Atthangatassa napamdnam atthi;.... smuhata vadopcithdpi sabbe ti. 

"When the saint has disappeared, can one say that he is no longer, can one say that he is free of pain forever? Please 
explain this to me, O Sage, because you know. - About the one who has disappeared, there is no means of knowing him; 
there is nothing more of him by means of which one would speak about him; all the facts that constituted him are 
abolished; abolished are all the ways of speech." 

The same idea is expressed by the Samyutta, IV, p. 376-377: "The saint cannot be described as form, feeling, perception, 
volition, consciousness; in him, all the elements have been suppressed ( pahiha ), uprooted ( ucchinnamula ), reduced to the 
state of a palm tree stump ( tdlavatthukata ), reduced to nothing ( anabhavakata ), rendered incapable of later rebirth 
(ayatim anuppadakata). He is profound ( gambhira ), unmeasurable ( appameyya ), unfathomable ( duppariyagdha ) like the 
great ocean. One cannot say: he is, he is not, he both is and is not, or he neither is or is not." 
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The practitioners of the Mahayana 
Are able to bring joy to all; 

They bring benefit by means of the true Dharma 
And cause the supreme Path to be found. 

The practitioners of the Mahayana 
Have compassion for all. 

They give their head and their eyes 
And sacrifice them like a wisp of straw. 

The practitioners of the Mahayana 
Observe the pure precepts {sila). 

Like the plow-ox that loves its tail 
But has no cares about its own life. 

The practitioners of the Mahayana 
Have attained supreme patience ( ksdnti ). 

To slash their body 

To their eyes is like cutting grass. 

The practitioners of the Mahayana 
[85c] Are zealous and untiring. 

Their effort (prayoga ) is ceaseless 
Like sailors on the high seas. 

The practitioners of the Mahayana 
Cultivate innumerable samadhis. 

Abhijnas, the aryamarga and balas. 

They have acquired the pure vasitas 
The practitioners of the Mahayana 
Discern the characteristics of dharmas; 

They do not destroy true wisdom 
When they are endowed with it. 

Their knowledge is inconceivable. 

The power of their compassion is immense. 
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Without entering into distinctions, 

They consider all dharmas in the same way. 

The carts of the ass, horse, camel and elephant 
Although similar, are not comparable; 

In the same way, the bodhisattva Vehicle differs from that of the sravaka: 

The one is great, the other is small. 

Great loving-kindness ( maitri ) is its axle-tree’ 

[86a] Wisdom ( prajna ) is its two wheels, 

Energy (virya) is its steed, 

Discipline (if/a) and the samadhis are its nails. 

Patience ( ksdnti ) and shame ( lajjd ) are its timbering. 

The dharams are its reins. 

The Vehicle of the Mahayana 
Can cross over anything. 

Question. - At the beginning of the sutras of the sravakas, only the assembly of the bhiksus is spoken of. In 
the sutras of the Mahayana, why is not the assembly of bodhisattvas the only assembly spoken of? 

Anawer. - It is because the Mahayana is broad ( vipulya ) and all the Vehicles enter into it, whereas the 
Vehicle of the sravakas is narrow and does not contain the Mahayana. Thus the Ganges does not contain 
the great ocean because it is narrow, whereas the great ocean can receive all the rivers because it is vast. It 
is the same for the Mahayana. A stanza says: 

The Mahayana is like the sea, 

The HInayana is like the water contained in the hoofprint of an ox ( gopada udakam). 

The small cannot contain the great: 

This comparison is applicable here. 422 

DEFINITION OF BODHISATTVA 424 

Question. - What do the words bodhi and saliva mean? 


422 The water contained in the hoofprint of an ox (gopadam udakam ) is compared to the immense waters of the ocean 
(mahdsamudro ’parimitajaladharah) in the same way that the smallest is compared with the greatest. Cf. Anguttara, IV, 
p. 102; Milinda, p. 287; Samdhinirmocana, p. 207-208, Divyavadana, p. 397. 

424 For this entire section, see the excellent article Bosatsu in Hobogirin, p. 136-142. 
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Answer. - 1. Bodhi is the path of the Buddhas ( buddhamdrga ); sattva is either a being or a great mind.425 
The bodhisattva is the being who is going to obtain the mind, indestructible ( aheya ) and infrangible 
(acyuta) like a diamond mountain (vajraparvata), of the qualities ( guna ) of the Path of the Buddhas. Such 
is the great mind. Some stanzas say: 

All the Buddha-attributes, 

Wisdom ( prajna ), discipline (sila) and meditation ( samddhi) 

That are profitable to all 
Are called 'bodhi'. 

The unshakeable ( aksobhya ) mind, 

Able to patiently accomplish the dharmas of the Path, 

Indestructible (aheya) and infrangible (acyuta). 

This mind is called 'sattva'. 

2. Furthermore, sat means to praise (stava) the holy Dharma, tva means the essential nature (bhdvalaksana) 
of the holy Dharma. The bodhisattva is so called because his mind is beneficial to himself and to others, 
because he saves all beings, because he knows the true nature (bhutasvabhdva) of all dharmas, because he 
travels the Path of supreme perfect enlightenment (anuttarasamyaksambodhi) and because he is praised by 
all the aryas. Why is that? Among all the attributes (dharma), that of the Buddha is foremost and because 
the bodhisattva wishes to attain it, he is praised by the aryas. 

3. Furthermore, the bodhisattva is so called because he seeks to gain the Path in order to liberate all beings 
(sattva) from birth (jdti), old age (jam) and death (marana). 

4. Furthermore, three kinds of Paths (mdrga) are called 'bodhi': i. the Path of the [86b] Buddhas, ii. the Path 
of the sravakas, iii, the Path of the pratyekabuddhas. That of the pratyekabuddhas and of the sravakas, 
while leading to a bodhi, are not, however, qualified as bodhi. But the bodhi contained in the qualities of 
Buddha (buddhaguna) are qualified as Bodhi. This is what is called 'bodhisattva'. 

Question. - For how many reasons is he called Bodhisattva? 

Answer. - The Bodhisattva is so called for three reasons: he possesses the great vow (mahdpranidhdna), 
his mind (citta) is unshakeable (acala, aksobya) and his energy (virya) is irreversible (avaivartika). 

Furthernore, some say that he is called Bodhisattva starting from the first production of the mind of bodhi 
(prathamacittotpdda), when he made the vow to become Buddha and to save all beings. A stanza says: 

When, at the moment of the first cittotpdda, 


4“-* The same interpretation of sattva as 'mind’ in various Chinese commentaries cited by the Bukkyo daijiten, p. 1626, 
and by Hobogirin, p.139, which refers to T 1521, k. 2; T 1575, k. 1, T 1718, k. 2. - There is also a good definition of 
bodhisattva-mahasattva in the Buddhabhiimisastra, T 1530, k. 2, p. 300a. 
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He made the vow to become Buddha, 

He has surpassed all the universes 

And is worthy to be venerated (pujd) by men. 

He is called Bodhisattva during the interval [of time] starting from the first production of mind 
( prathamacittotpada ) up to the ninth uninterrupted path {anantarya) when he enters into the diamond 
concentration (vajrasamadhi).® 

REGRESSING OR NON-REGRESSING BODHISATTVA 

There are two kinds of bodhisattvas, with regression (vaivartika) or without regression (, avaivartika ) 42 ^ as 
is the case for the arhats who are susceptible of falling back ( parihanadharman ) or not susceptible of 

falling back ( aparihdnadharman).^% 

The non-regressing bodhisattvas are called the true bodhisattvas for they are it truly; the others, the 
bodhisattvas susceptible of falling back, are called bodhisattva [by extension]. In the same way, those who 
have found the fourfold Path ( caturvidha mdrga j 42 ^ are called the true assembly (samgha) for they are 
really it; the others, those who have not found the Path, are called assembly [by extension]. 

Question. - How do we know whether a bodhisattva is with regression or without regression? 

Answer. - In the Prajnaparamita, in the chapter of the A pi po tche (Avaivartikaparivarta), 4 30 the Buddha 
himself defined the characteristics ( laksana ): regression has such and such characteristics, non-regression 
has other characteristics. 


426 The jjjjjth anantarya causes the abandonment of the ninth category of afflictions of the bhavagra; as it breaks all the 
anusayas, it receives the name 'concentration like a diamond' ( vajropamisamddhi ). - The vajropamisamadhi is attained by 
the bodhisattva in the tenth bhumi, at the end of the stage of meditation ( bhavanavastha ); he cuts the last obstacles 
(dvarana ) on the path. Immediately following it (hence its name anantarya), the bodhisattva undergoes the revolution of 
the support (asrayaparavrtti), realizes mahanirvana and mahabodhi and enters onto the Buddha level. On this subject 
which demands lengthy development, I [Lamotte] will limit myself to providing a few references: Kosa, IV, p. 231; VI, p. 
190, 228-229, 264, 300; VII, p. 62; VIII, p. 192, 195; E. Obermiller, Doctrine ofP. P„ p. 44; Uttaratantra, p. 223; Bodh. 
bhumi. p. 403; Sutralamkara, XIV, v. 45; Madhyantavibhanga, p. 83, 157; Samgraha, p. 273; Siddhi, p. 3, 162, 563, 611, 
653, 667, 685. 

422 This subject will be taken up again later, k. 74, p. 579c. 

428 See Kosa, VI, p. 253. 

429 The Path is of four types: preparatory path ( prayoga ), uninterrupted path {anantarya), path of deliverance ( vimukti ) 
and path of excellence ( visesa ). See Kosa, VI, p. 277-278. 

42 ® This is one of the chapters of the Pancavimsati entitled Pou t'ouei tchouan p'in in Hiuan tsang's translation, chap. 53 
(T 220, k. 448, p. 260b-264a),T weiyue tche p'in in Moksala's translation, chap. 56 (T 221, k. 12, p. 80a-87c), Pou t'ouei 
p'in in Kumarajrva's translation, chap. 55 (T 223, k. 16, p. 339-34lb). Very close, chap. 17 of the Astasahasrika, entitled 
AvivartanTyakdralinganimittaparivarta, the original Sanskrit of which may be found in the edition of R. Mitra, p. 323- 
340. 


206 



1. If the bodhisattva practices or meditates on one single dharma, he is called a non-regressing bodhisattva. 
What is this one single dharma? 

It is the continual and resolute accumulation of good dharmas ( kusaladharmasamuccaya ). It is said that by 
resolutely ( ekacittena ) accumulating good dharmas, the Buddhas have attained supreme perfect 
enlightenment {anuttarasamyaksambodhi). 

2. Furthermore, the bodhisattva who possesses one single dharma is without regression. What is this one 
single dharma? It is right effort ( vfiya ). Thus the Buddha asked Ananda: "Ananda, are you speaking about 
effort?" - “Yes, Bhagavat." “Ananda, are you praising effort?" - "Yes, Bhagavat." - "Ananda, one must 
practice, cultivate and remember effort until one leads men to the attainment of supreme and perfect 
enlightenment ( anuttarasamyaksambodhi ^."431 ^ n( j so f or th. 


1 The Mpps will refer to the same text twice again: 

At k. 15, p. 173c: When Ananda was preaching the seven minds of awakening ( kieyi ) to the bhiksus and had come to the 
mind of awakening called effort (vi> ya), the Buddha said to Ananda: "Are you speaking of the mind of awakening called 
effort?" Ananda replied "Yes, I am speaking of the mind of awakening called effort." [The Buddha asked] the same 
question three times, [and Ananda made] the same response three times. Then the Buddha arose from his seat and said to 
Ananda: "There is nothing that people who love and practice effort cannot attain; without fail they will succeed in 
attaining Buddhahood." 

At k. 26, p. 249c: One day the Buddha said to Ananda: "Proclaim the Dharma to the bhiksus; my back aches, I am 
going to lie down for a while." Then the Bhagavat folded his upper garment ( uttarasa“ghci ) in four, spead it on the 
ground, and with his cloak ( samghati ) as pillow ( bimbohana ), he lay down. Then Ananda preached the seven meanings 
of awakening ( kio yi). When he came to the awakening of effort ( virya ), the Buddha woke up and said to Ananda: "Are 
you praisiing effort?" Ananda relied: "I am praising it." And this was repeated three times. Then the Buddha said: 
"Good! good! Those who cultivate effort well will succeed in obtaining anuttarasamyaksambodhi and, all the more so, 
all the other bodhis." [What the Mpps here calls the seven Minds or the seven meanings of awakening (in Sanskrit 
sambodhyanga) are the seven saddahammas of Pali scholasticism. They are the possessions of the man of faith 
(saddho ) who is reserved ( hirima ), quiet ( ottappi ), learned ( bahussuto ), energetic ( draddhaviriyo ), vigilant and mindful 
(upatthtasati) and endowed with wisdom ( pannava ). See DTgha, III, p. 252, 282, Samyutta, II, p. 207; Ahguttara, IV, p. 
109 sq.; Majjhima, I, p. 356.] 

The sutras of which the Mpps gives extracts are the Sekhasutta (Majjhima, I, p. 353-359) which, error excepted, has no 
correspondent in the Chinese Agama. But the version used by the Mpps differs somewhat from the Pali text, of which 
here are the main lines: The Buddha was dwelling among the Sakyas at Kapilavastu in the Nyagrodharama. Having 
preached to the Sakyas until late in the night, he said to Ananda: Explain, O Ananda, the path of practice ( sekha 
pdtipada)\ my back aches, I would like to lie down ( pitthim me agilayati tarn aham dyamissdmi). Ananda obeyed and 
the Bhagavat, having folded his cloak in four ( catuggunam samghatim pannapetva), lay down on his right side in the 
lion's pose ( dakkhinena passena sihaseyyam kappesi), with one foot on top of the other (pcide padam accadhaya ), 
attentive, lucid with his mind fixed on the moment of awakening (sato sampajano utthanasannam manasikaritva). 
Ananda then explained to Mahanaman, the Sakyan, how the disciple of the Buddha should be endowed with discipline 
(silasampanna ), guarding his senses ( indriyesu guttadvara), measured in his food ( bhojane mattannu), devoted to 
wakefulness (jagariyam annuyutta), endowed with the seven good dharmas ( sattahi saddhammehi samannagata), 
familiar with the four dhyanas (c atunnam jhdndnam nikdmaldbhi) . When this sermon was finished, the Buddha arose 
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3. Furthermore, the bodhisattva who possesses two dharmas is without regression. What are these two 
dharmas? Knowing that all dharmas are empty ( sunya ) and never abandoning beings. The person who does 
that is a non-regressing bodhisattva. 

[86c] 4. Finally, the bodhisattva who possesses three dharmas is without regression: 1) Resolutely 

(i ekacittena ) he has made the vow ( pranidhdna ) to become Buddha, and this resolution is unshakeable 
(cicala) and infrangible ( aheya ) like diamond (vajra). 2) His compassion (karunacitta) for all beings 
penetrates his bones ( asthi ) and marrow ( mafia ). 3) Fie has attained the samadhi of wisdom 
(prajndsamadhi ) and sees all the Buddhas of the present ( pratyutpanna ). Thus he is called non-regressing 
bodhisattva. 


THE BODHISATTVA IN THE ABHIDHARMA SYSTEM 432 

1. Definition 

In the Abhidharma, the disciples of Kia tchan yen ni tseu (Katyayamputra) say: Who is called bodhisattva? 
Fie who has awakened himself and then awakens others is called bodhisattva; he who necessarily will 
become Buddha is called bodhisattva. 433 Bodhi is the wisdom ( prajna ) of the saint who has destroyed the 
impurities (, ksfnasrava ). The person born from this wisdom, protected by the sages and served by the sages, 
is called bodhisattva. 


and congratulated him: Good, good! Ananda, you have explained the path of practice well to the Sakyas of 
Kapilavastu. 

Thus, in the Pali Sekhasutta, the Buddha congratulates Ananda when his sermon is finished. On the other hand, in the 
version followed here by the Mpps, he interrupts Ananda at the moment when the latter was speaking of exertion, i.e., 
when he arrived at the fifth of the seven good dharmas ( sattasaddhamma ) and when he says (according to the Pali text 
(Majjhima, I, p. 356) that the good disciple "rests energetic in order to destroy the bad dharmas and acquire the good 
ones, remains stable, firm in his demeanor, not rejecting the yoke of the good dharmas" ( araddhaviriyo viharati 
akusalanam dhammanam pahdndya kusaldnam dhammdnam upasapadaya, thdmava dalhaparakkamo anikkhittadhuro 
kusalesu dhammesu). By expressing himself in this way, Ananda was doing nothing other than repeating a phrase that 
appears in all the sutras (e.g., DIgha, III, p. 237, 268, 285; Majjhima, II, p. 95, 128; Samyutta, V, p. 197 sq.; Aiiguttara, I, 
p. 117, 224-246; II, p. 250 sq.; Ill, p. 2, 11, 65, 152 sq.; IV, p. 3, 110, 153 sq., 234, 352-353, 357; V, p. 15, 24, 27-28, 90- 
91; Udana, p. 36). The corresponding Sanskrit formula which differs by only one word, is known to the Sutralamkara, ed. 
Levi, p. 115: sthdmavan vityavalutsahidrdhapardkramo 'niksiptadhurah kusalesu dharmesu. 

432 The Mpps refers to the Abhidharma doctrines here only to counter them in the following section. It draws all its 
information from the Vibasa, T 1545, k. 176 and 177, p. 883-892. The present account will be taken up again later by 
Vasubandhu in the Kosa, IV, p. 220-223 and by Satnghabhadra in the Chouen tcheng li louen, T 1562, k. 44, p. 590-591. 

433 Cf. Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 176, p. 887c (Hobogirin, p. 137): The being who is capable of actions of retribution 
producing the wonderful marks is called bodhisattva. Just the person whose enlightenment (bodhi) and destiny (gati) both 
are definitively assured ( niyata ) is called a true bodhisattva. Bodhi alone is assured starting from the production of the 
mind of enlightenment (cittotpada), but it becomes the destiny only with the faculty of accomplishing the actions 
productive of the wondrous marks. 
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They also say that he is called bodhisattva as soon as he has produced the non-regressing mind 
(i avaivartikacitta ). 

They also say that he must have eliminated five dharmas and gained five dharmas in order to be called 
bodhisattva. What are these five dharmas? 

1) He is freed from the three unfortunate destinies ( durgati ) and is always reborn among gods ( deva ) and 
men ( manusya ). 2) He escapes from poverty ( ddridya ), from commoners ( nfcakula ) and always belongs to 
a noble family (uccakula ). 3) He is never a female ( stnbhava ) but always a male ( pumbhava ). 4) He is free 
of physical defects and weaknesses ( vaikalya ); his organs are complete (avikalendriya ). 5) He never has 
lapses of memory ( sampramosa ) but remembers his past existences (jatismara).^^ - Possessing the 
wisdom (prajhd ) of his past lives ( purvanivdsa ), staying away from evil people, always searching for the 
path of Dharma ( mdrgadhanna ), drawing disciples to himself, he is called bodhisattva. 


2. Actions producing the thirty-two marks 

They also say that he is called bodhisattva starting from the moment when he has accomplished the actions 
producing the thirty-two marks ( dvdtrimsallaksanakarman ) 435 

Question. - When does he accomplish the actions producing the thirty-two marks? 

Answer. - After the three incalculable periods (asamkhyeyakalpa).^^ 

Question. - How long is an asamkhyeya? 

Answer. - An asamkhyeya is a number so great that divine or human calculators cannot comprehend it.437 
Thus: 


434 Tjj ese fi ve points are also found in the Vibhasa, k. 176, p.887a. - They also occur in a karika of the Kosa, IV, p. 222: 
sugoccakulapurnaksah puman jatismara 'vivrt, and repeated in Samghabhadra, T 1562, k. 44, p. 590b. 

4^ Cf. Kosa, IV„ p. 220: Bodhisattvo kuto? - Yavat laksanakarmakrdyathah. 

436 Th e career 0 f the bodhisattva in all these sources is three asamkhyeyakalpas plus one hundred supplementary kalpas. 
- The Pali sources generally count four asamkhyeyas and a hundred thousand kalpas: Cariyapitaka, I, v. 1; Jataka, I, p. 2; 
Visuddhimagga, I, p. 302. - The Mahayana hesitates between three, seven and thirty-three asamkhyeyas, which it 
connects with the progress of the bodhisattva before and during his stay in the bhumis: Madh. vrtti, p. 431; Samgraha, p. 
209-211; Siddhi, p. 731-733; Aloka, p. 988. 

437 p or t p e me thod or methods of calculating the asamkhyeya, see the plentiful but confused notes of de La Vallee 
Poussin in Kosa, III, p. 188; IV, p. 224. Four ways of calculating are explained in the Mahavyutpatti; the first two (chap. 
246 and 247) are taken from the Buddhavatamsaka, T 278. k. 29, p. 586; T 279, k. 45, p. 237; and in Sanskrit in the 
edition of the Gandavyuha of D. T. Suzuki, Kyoto, 1934, I, p. 133. - The third computation (Mahavyut., chap. 248) is 
taken from Lalitavistara (ed. Lefmann, p. 147-148). - The fourth (chap. 149) is taken from the Kosa, III, p. 190; it also 
occurs in Bu ston, I, p. 120-121. 

The numbers used in southern Buddhism have been studied by W. Kiefel, Kosmographie des Inder, p. 336. 

Below at k. 5, p. 94b-c, the Mpps will give an extract from the Acintyasutra ( = Gandavyuha) containing a long list of 
numbers increasing each time by one zero starting from ten. 
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[87a] 1 + 1 


= 2 

2x2 = 4 

3x3 = 9 

10x10 = 100 

10x 100 = 1,000 

10x 1,000 = 10,000 

1,000 x 10,000 = 10,000,000 or one koti 

10 million kotis = one nayuta 

10 million nayutas = one bimbara 

10 million bimbaras = one gata 

Beyond the gata is the asamkhyeya. 

This is how the asamkhyeya is calculated. When one has passed over the first asamkhyeya, one passes 
through the second; when one has passed through the second, one passes through the third. According to 
the rules of arithmetic ( ganana ), one counts from one to a hundred and when the hundred is finished, one 
returns to one. In the same way, after one asamkhyeya, the bodhisattva returns to one. 

During the first asamkhyeya, the bodhisattva does not know if he will become a Buddha or not. - During 
the second asamkhyeya, he knows that he will be Buddha but does not dare to proclaim: "I shall be 
Buddha." - During the third asamkhyeya, he knows confidently that he will be Buddha and he dares to 
proclaim fearlessly ( bhaya ): "Later I shall be Buddha. "438 

For Buddha Sakyamuni, the first asamkhyeya goes from the ancient Buddha Sakyamuni to the Buddha La 
na che k'i (Ratnasikhin). 439 p rom that time on, the Bodhisattva was free of all female births. - The second 
asamkhyeya goes from the Buddha Ratnasikhin to the Buddha Jan tang (Dlpamkara). That was when the 
Bodhisattva offered seven blue lotus blossoms ( nflotpala ) to the Buddha Dlpamkara, laid out his garment 
of antelope skin ( ajinavasa ) and spread out his hair (kesa) to cover the mud ( kardama ). On that occasion, 
the Buddha Dlpamkara made the prediction: "Later you will be Buddha under the name Sakyamuni. "440 _ 


438 p assa g e taken from the Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 176, p. 886c. 

439 During the first asamkhyeya, Sakyamuni venerated 75,000 Buddhas; during the second, 76,000, during the third, 
77,000. The Buddhas venerated at the end of these three asamkyeyas were, respectively, Ratnasikhin, Dlpamkara and 
Vipasyin. Cf. Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 178, p. 892c; Kosa, IV, p. 227; Samghabhadra, T 1562, k. 44, p. 391b. 

440 ’Djjg i e g enc [ i s one of the oldest in Buddhism: A young student ( brahmacarin ) or novice ( manava ) named Sumedha, 
Megha or Sumati, according to various sources, bought from a maiden five of the seven blue lotus flowers which she had. 
He threw them as an offering to the Buddha Dlpamkara who was passing by, and the lotuses remained suspended in the 
air around the Buddha's head. Converted by this miracle, the young man then laid out on the muddy ground the antelope 
skin which served as his garment and spread out his long hair as a mat; prostrating thus, he pronounced the solemn vow 
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The third asamkhyeya goes from the Buddha Dipamkara to the Buddha P'ip'o che (Vipasyin). - After these 
three asamkhyeyakalpas, the Bodhisattva accomplishes the actions producing the thirty-two marks.441 

Question. - In what place are the actions producing the thirty-two marks accomplished? 

Answer. - In the realm of desire ( kdmadhdtu ) and not in the form realm ( rupadhdtu ) or in the formless 
realm (, arupyadhatu ). Of the five destinies ( gati ) of the desire realm, they are accomplished in the human 
destiny (; manusyagati ). Of the four continents ( caturdvfpaka ), they are accomplished in Jambudvlpa. The 
Bodhisattva accomplished them as a male ( puman ) and not as a female. He accomplished them in the 
epoch in which the Buddhas appear, not in an epoch when there are no Buddhas. He accomplished them 
with the view of Buddhahood and not with any other goal.44? 

Question. - Are the actions producing the thirty-two marks bodily actions ( kdyakannan ), vocal actions 
( vakkarman ) or mental actions (manaskarman )? 


that he would also become Buddha. Then Dipamkara predicted that he would one day become Buddha under the name 
Sakyamuni. 

This legend is attested by a large number of sources. Here are some of the main ones: 

Pali: Nidanakatha, p. 2-14 (tr. Rh. D., Buddhist Birth Stories, p. 3-31); Dhammapadattha, I, p. 83-84 (tr. Burlingame, 
Legends., I, p. 193-194); Buddhavamsa, p. 6-18 (tr. Law, p. 8-22); Suttanipata comm., I, p. 49. 

Sanskrit: Mahavastu, I, p. 232-243; Divyavadana, p. 246-252 (tr. H. Zimmer, Karman, ein buddhistischer Legendkranz, 
Miinchen, 1925, p.42-60). 

Tibetan: Mar me mdszad kyis lun bstan pa = DTpamkaravyakarana, Mdo XV, no. 8 Cf. Csoma-Feer, p. 258: OKC, 
no.855, p. 330. Translated in Feer, Extraits, p. 305-321. 

Chinese: The legend is found in the Agamas: Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 11, p. 597a-599c. It is also found in most of the 
Chinese biographies of Sakyamuni, e.g., Lieou tou tsi king, T 152 (no. 86), k. 8, p. 47c-48b (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 
316-321). - A very detailed story in the Dharmagupta Vinaya, Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 31, p. 785a (summarized in 
Chavannes, Contes, IV, p. 134). 

Iconography: Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, I, p. 273-279; E. Waldschmidt, Gandhdra, Kutscha, Turfan, Leipzig, 
1925, pi. 52; Chavannes, Mission archeologique dans la Chine septentrionale, pi. 284; Ecke-Demieville, Twin Pagodas 
ofZayton, Haivard, 1935, pi. 32, no. 2. 

The offering of the future Sakyamuni to the Buddha Dipamkara took place in Nagarahara, a city of the Lampaka, 
corresponding to the present Jelal-Abad. The place was visited by Fa hien (tr. Legge, p. 38) and by Hiuan tsang, T 2087, 
k. 2, p. 878c (tr. Beal, I, p. 92; Watters, I, p. 183). 

Naturally, there are some differences among the various versions of the legend. We will note only that the Pali sources 
ignore the meeting with the maiden, whereas the Mahavastu says nothing about the hair which the Bodhisattva stretched 
out on the mud. On the other hand, the two episodes are told in the Divyavadana which, having its exact parallel in the 
Chinese Ekottaragama, seems to be one of the oldest sources. 

441 The Bodhisattva accomplishes these actions in the course of the hundred cosmic ages that follow the three 
asamkhyeyas: Kosa, IV, p. 224; Samghabhdra, T 1562, k. 44, p. 590c. But these hundred kalpas are often neglected and 
then it is said that the state of Buddhahood is attained at the end of three asamkhyeyas. 

442 Same details in the Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 177, p. 887c; Kosa, IV, p.223-224; Samghabhadra, T 1562, k. 44, p. 590c. 
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Answer. - They are mental actions and not bodily or vocal actions. Why? Because mental action alone is 
profitable. 443 

Question. - Mental action ( manaskarman ) concerns the six consciousnesses ( vijnana ). Are the actions 
producing the thirty-two marks accomplished by the mental consciousness ( manovijndna ) or by the other 
five consciousnesses? 

Answer. - They are accomplished by the mental consciousness and not by the other five consciousnesses. 
Why? Because the five consciousnesses are incapable of discernment ( vikalpa ). This is why they are 
accomplished by the mental consciousness .444 

Question. - Which mark is set in place first? 

[87b] Answer. - According to some, it is the mark that consists of having the feet well set 
( supratisthitapada ), because first it is necessary to be well established in order that the other marks be 
fixed. According to others, the mark fixed first is that which consists of having deeply set black eyes 
(i abhimlanetra ), for it is with an eye of this kind that the One with great loving-kindness ( mahdmaitra ) 
looks upon beings. These two opinions, whatever may be said about them, are incorrect: When the causes 
and conditions ( hetupratyaya ) of the marks are gathered, there is a first realization [for all the marks 
together]; so how could the feet well planted be the first? 

Question. - Are the actions accomplished by one volition ( cetand ) or by several volitions? 

Answer. - Thirty-two different volitions accomplish the thirty-two marks by reason of one volition for each 
mark. But each mark taken separately, is adorned (, alamkrta ) with a hundred merits (puny a). 

Question. - What is the extent of each of these merits?446 


443 Qf Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 177, p. 887b: What is the nature ( svabhava ) of the actions producing the marks? Are they 
actions of body, speech or mind? - They have the nature of these three actions, but mental action is the main one 
(i adhipati ). Some say that they are only mental actions and not bodily or vocal. Why? Because mental action is sharp 
(tiksna), whereas bodily and vocal actions are dull ( mrdu ). Do the actions that produce the marks belong to the sphere of 
the mafias or to the five consciousnesses ( vijnana )? - They belong to the sphere of the mafias and not to the five 
consciousnesses. Why? Because mental action is endowed with concept ( vikalpa ) and functions after examination 
(nirupana ); on the contrary, the five consciousnesses are without concept and arise as a consequence of the manas- 
element ( manodhdtu ). 

444 Qf q le s j x consc i OUS nesses, the mental consciousness alone is endowed with the two special vikalpas called 
examination ( nirupana ) and memory ( anusmarana ); the other five consciousnesses (the visual, auditory, olfactory, 
gustatory and tactile consciousnesses) lack them. In other words, the visual consciousness knows blue, but it does not 
know "It is blue". Only the mental consciousness is capable of this operation. Cf. Kosa, I, p. 60; Samgraha, p. 19. 

445 The Kosavyakliya (cited in Kosa, IV, p. 226) and Samghabhadra, T 1562, k. 44, p. 590c) count a hundred volitions 
and consequently a hundred merits for each mark to be realized. 

446 Thgi-g are several opinions on the extent or measure of each merit of the Bodhisattva: here the Mpps will mention 
seven: the Vibhasa (T 1545, k. 177, p.889c sq.) mentions eleven; the Kosa (IV, p. 227) mentions only three; 
Samghabhadra (T 1562, k. 44, p. 591a) limits it to five. 
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Answer. - According to some, each merit is equivalent to that which assures the cakravartin king power 
over the four continents ( caturdvfpaka ). A hundred merits of this kind would realize one single mark. 

According to others, each merit is equivalent to that which gives Che t'i houan yin (Sakradevendra) 
mastery (vasitd) over two classes of gods.447 

According to others, each merit is equivalent to that which gives the king of the Paranirmitavasavartin gods 
the power over the world of desire (kamadhatu).^ ° 

According to others, each merit is equivalent to the merit that has as its fruit the enjoyment of all beings 
with the exception of the bodhisattva close to bodhi (samnikrstabodhisattva). 

According to others, each merit is equivalent to the collective merit of all the beings of earth and heaven at 
the end of a kalpa, merit which has as its retribution the formation of a trichiliomegachiliocosm 
( trisdhasramahdsdhasralokadhdtu ). 

According to others, this merit is immeasurable ( aprameya ), incomparable ( anupama ) and unknowable 
(ajneya). It is equivalent to that which one person would gain by caring for and healing all the beings of a 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu in the case where these would all be blind ( andha ) and without eyes; or 
where they had all been poisoned and he took care of them and cured them; or where they were about to 
die and he was able to save them and deliver them; or where they had all lost their discipline (slid) and he 
was able to teach them and bring them back to pure discipline ( visuddhisfla) and right view. All of that 
would be equivalent to only one single merit [producing the marks]. 

According to yet others, this merit is immeasurable ( aprameya ) and incomparable (anupama). When the 
Bodhisattva has entered the third asamkhyeya, his mind (citta) and his volition (cetand) have a great 
activity; he accomplishes the actions producing the thirty-two marks. This is why his merits are immense 
and only the Buddha can know them. 

Question. - During how long a time does the Bodhisattva accomplish the [actions producing] the thirty-two 
marks? 

Answer. - During a hundred kalpas if he goes slowly, during ninety-one kalpas if he goes quickly. The 
Bodhisattva Sakyamuni realized the thirty-two marks in ninety-one kalpas .449 


447 Sakra commands two lower classes of gods of kamadhatu: the Catunnaharajikas and the Trayastrimsas (cf. Beal, 
Catena, p. 93). 

448 ■p[ le Paranirmitavasavartins are the higher gods of kamadhadtu; their leader, called Vasavartin in DIgha, I, p. 210; 
Mahavastu, I, p. 263; II, p. 360, is none other than Mara (see below, k. 10, p. 134c; Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 123; Huber, 
Sutralamkara, p. 110). 

44? In these one hundred kalpas during which normally the Bodhisattva accomplished the actions producing the marks, 
Sakyamuni, thanks to his effort (virya), skipped over nine. Therefore his effort lasted only 91 kalpas instead of 100. Cf. 
Mahavastu, III, p. 249: viryakayena sampanno ... nava kalpdni sthayesi vTryenapurusottamah. - Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 177, 
p. 890b; Kosa. IV, p. 225; Samghabhadra, T 1562, k. 44, p. 591a; Fu ti king louen, T 1539, k. 7, p. 327a; Kouan fo san 
mei hai king, T 643, k. 7, p. 679b (tr. Przyluski, Le Nord-Puest de I'lnde, JA, 1914, p. 566). Also, as he himself said 
several times, his natural memory covered only these 91 kalpas: Samyutta, IV, p. 324; DIgha, II, p. 2; Majjhima, I, p. 483; 
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Thus it is said in a sutra: 


450 

"Once, in times gone by, there was a Buddha named Fou cha (Pusya)45 '; at the same time there were two 
Bodhisattvas; the first named Sakyamuni and the second Maitreya. The Buddha Pusya wanted to see if the 
mind ( citta ) of the Bodhisattva [87c] Sakyamuni was pure or not. He examined it and saw that his mind 
was not pure but that the minds of his disciples were pure. As for the Bodhisattva Maitreya, his mind was 
pure but that the minds of his disciples were not pure. Then the Buddha Pusya said to himself: "It is easy to 
change quickly the mind of a single man, but it is difficult to change quickly the mind of a crowd." Having 
had this thought, wanting the Bodhisattva Sakyamuni to become Buddha quickly, the Buddha Pusya 
climbed the Himavat mountain ( himavantam parvatam abhiruhya), found a rock cave filled with jewels 
(ratnaguham pravisya)^^ and there entered into the concentration of fire ( tejodhdtum samapannah ). 3 

At the same time, the Bodhisattva Sakyamuni, who then was a heretical sage ( tirthikarsi ), climbed the 
mountain gathering herbs. He saw the Buddha Pusya seated in the jewel-cave in the concentration of fire, 
emitting a great brilliance. At this sight, he experienced great joy ( dnanda ); he had faith and paid homage. 


Divyavadana, p. 282. For more details, see L. de La Vallee Poussin, Les neuf Kalpa qu'a franchi Sakyamuni pour 
devancer Maitreya, TP, 1928, no. l,p. 17-21. 

450 This story is told in the Avadanasataka, no. 97, II, p. 175-177 (tr. Feer, p. 412-414; Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, k.4, 
p. 670a (tr. Beal, Romantic Legend, p. 14); Siuan tsi po yuan king, T 299 (no, 97), k. 10, p. 253c-254a; P'i p'o cha, T 
1545, k. 177, p. 890b; Kosa, IV, p. 229 and Kosavyakhya, p. 432; Chouen tcheng li louen of Samghabhadra, T 1562, k. 
44, p. 591c; Fo ti king louen, T 1530, k. 7, p. 327a. Here are a few extracts from the Avadanasataka, II, p.175 sq.: 
Bhutcipurvam bhiksavo 'ttte 'dhvani Pusyo ndma samyaksambuddho loka udcipcidi... So ‘parena .... ekdya gdthaya 
stutvan: 

na divi bhuvi va nasmimi like na vaisravanalaye.... 
purusavrsabha tvattulyo 'nyo mahasramanah kutcih II 
Atha Pusya samyakambuddhah .... saddt: Sddhu sddhu satpurusa 
anena balavfryena saannena dvijttama / 
nava kalpdhparavrttdh samstutyada tathatcigatam. II 

451 The Buddha in question sometimes appears under the name of Pusya (Mahavastu, III, p. 240; Avadanasataka, T 190; 
T 200; Tibetan version of the Kosa where shar rgyal translates Pusya), sometimes under the name of Tisya (T 1530; T 
1562; Chinese translations of the Kosa by Paramartha and Hiuan tsang). Tisya is not, however, synonymous with Pusya. 
In the Mahavastu (III, p. 240-243), the Buddha Tisya appears 95 kalpas before Sakyamuni and makes the prediction to 
Pusya; the latter appears 92 kalpas before Sakyamuni and gives the prophecy to Vipasyin. These facts are more or less 
confirmed by T 190 (Beal, Romantic Legends, p. 14) where Tisya and Pusya precede Sakyamuni by 95 and 94 kalpas 
respectively. Tisya (variant Pusya) is also the name of a lunar mansion (Cancri). 

452 j n mos t sources, the miracle took place in a jewel cave ( ratnaguha ); the Vibhasa specifies a cave of vaidurya. T 200 
locates the scene under a tree. 

453 j 1530 and T 1562 confirm this type of concentration adopted by Pusya. This tejodhatusamadhi, concentration on 
the fire element, also called jyotisprabhasamadhi, concentration on the brilliance of fire, consists of considering the 
element fire and, by the power of this examination, making one's body incandescent and emitting flames and smoke. It is 
often followed by nirvana. Cf. Mahavastu, I, p. 556; Divyavadana, p. 186; Udana, 9, p. 93; Przyluski, Asoka, p. 26; 
Concile, p. 10, 31, 66 , 116 (the nirvana of Gavampati). 


214 



Standing erect on one leg, his palms joined towards the Buddha, he considered him attentively. Without 
blinking his eyes, for seven days and seven nights he praised the Buddha with one single stanza: 

Either in heaven or on earth, there is no equal to the Buddha. 

In the universes of the ten directions, there is no-one comparable to him. 

If one considers all the beings in the universe, 

No-one is like the Buddha. 

For seven days and seven nights, he contemplated the Buddha thus without blinking his eyes. This is how 
he freed (pratyudddvartate ) nine kalpas and reached supreme perfect enlightenment 
(i anuttarasamyaksambodhi ) in ninety-one kalpas.454 

Question. - The Bodhisattva Sakyamuni, intelligent ( medhdvin ) and well-learned, was capable of 
composing all sorts of marvelous stanzas. Why then does he praise the Buddha with one single stanza for 
seven days and seven nights? 

Answer. - The Bodhisattva Sakyamuni valued his mental intentions and valued the fact of not chattering. If 
he had praised the Buddha with still more stanzas, his mind would now and then have been distracted 
(viksiptacitta). This is why he praised the Buddha with the same stanza for seven days and seven nights, 

Question. - Why was the Bodhisattva Sakyamuni's mind impure whereas that of his disciples was pure? 
Why was the mind of the Bodhisattva Maitreya impure whereas that of his disciples was pure? 

Answer. - The Bodhisattva Sakyamuni was totally preoccupied with the good of beings ( sattvahita ) and 
but little with himself, whereas the Bodhisattva Maitreya preoccupied himself much with his own person 
and little with other beings. 


454 The various versions of this legend agree in essence and often in detail. They all intend to explain how the 
Bodhisattva Sakyamuni, by praising the Buddha Pusya with a stanza repeated for seven days and seven nights, succeeded 
in outstripping his colleague, the Bodhisattva Maitreya; the merit that he acquired by praising the Buddha freed him of 
nine cosmic periods and he reached Buddhahood in ninety-one periods instead of one hundred. 

One source, however, tells the facts in another way and, as a consequence, has a different import: this is the Siuan tsi po 
yuan king (T 200, k. 10, p. 253c-254a, the Chinese counterpart of the Sanskrit Avadanasataka). There is no question of 
any kind of emulation between Sakyamuni and Maitreya. Both address their praise to the Buddha together. Here is the 
translation of this passage: 

"Once, innumerable generations ago, in the land of Po lo nai (Varanasi), a Buddha appeared in the world: he was called 
Pusya. He was seated under a tree crosslegged. I (Sakyamuni) and Maitreya were two bodhisattvas. We went to this 
Buddha, made all kinds of offerings ( nanapuja ) and, standing on one leg for seven days, we praised him with this stanza: 
"Either in heaven or on earth, nobody is like the Buddha. In the universes of the ten directions, nobody is comparable to 
him. If one considers everything in the universe, nothing is like the Buddha." 

The Mpps is referring probably to this latter source; attaching it below (p. 92c) to refute the Abhidharma doctrines 
explained here, it will make the following comment: "You believe that only the Buddha Sakyamuni saw the Buddha 
Pusya in his jewel cave and praised him with one single stanza during seven days and seven nights. The Avadanasataka is 
the only one not to speak of it. If you do not know it, that is not a good enough reason." 
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During the ninety-one kalpas from the Buddha P'ip'o che (Vipasyin) to the Buddha Kia cho (Kasyapa), the 
Bodhisattva [Sakyamuni] accomplished the actions producing the thirty-two marks and, when he had 
accumulated ( upacita ) them, his six virtues ( paramita ) were perfected ( paripurna ). 


3. The six virtues 

What are the six virtues {paramita )? The virtues of generosity (, dana ), discipline ( sila ), patience ( ksdnti ), 
exertion (virya), meditation (, dhyana ) and wisdom ( prajna ). 

Question. - How does the Bodhisattva fulfill ( paripiparti ) the virtue of generosity? 

Answer. - He gives everything unrestrictedly, and when he has given even his body, his heart feels no 
regret, for example, king Che p'i (Sibi) who gave his body to the pigeon {kapota).^-’-’ 


455 The 'gift of the flesh' for the ransoming of a pigeon [along with the 'gift of the eyes' and the 'gift of the flesh to 
receive a teaching'] is one of the deeds of the famous king Sibi. 

Sanskrit sources: It has been wrongly claimed that we have no Indian Buddhist version of this ransoming of the pigeon. 
The Kalpanamanditika, p. 181, contains fragments, unfortunately very mutilated, of this episode. - The Avadanakalpalata, 
II, v. 109 (vol. I, p. 49) alludes to the gift of the eyes, but also to the ransom of the pigeon: sivijanmani candhaya 
dattam... kapotah syenakad. Its chap. LV (vol II, p. 119-135) tells how king Sarvamdada (Sibi's surname?), at the price of 
his flesh bought a pigeon claimed by Indra who was disguised as a hunter. - Finally, the Laiikavatara, p. 251, contains a 

faithful summary of the episode in its traditional form: Indrenapi ca devadhiptyam . duhkena mahatdlambhitah. "Even 

Indra, who has acquired sovereignty over all the gods, had to take the form of a vulture because of his evil habit of eating 
meat in his past existences. Pursued by this vulture, Visvakarman, who had assumed the fonn of a pigeon, got up onto the 
scales. In order [to save him], king Sibi, who had compassion for the innocent, had to suffer great sorrow." 

[Note: Chavannes {Contes, IV, p. 85), in error, attaches the Jataka no. 2 and the Pali Jataka no. 499 to 'the gift of the 
flesh'. These texts deal only with 'the gift of the eyes.' 

Chinese sources: Lieou tou king, T 152 (no. 2), k. 1, p. lb (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 7-11); P'ou sa pen hing king, T 
155, k. 3, p. 119a24-25; Pen cheng man louen, T 160 (no. 2), k. 1, p. 333b-334a; Ta tchouang yen louen king, T 201 (no. 
64), k. 12, p. 321-323 (tr. Huber, Sutralamkara, p. 330-341); Hien yu king, T 202, K. 1, P. 351c (cf. Schmidt, Der Weise 
und der Thor, p. 16-20); Tchong king, T 208 (no. 2), k. 1, p. 531c (tr. Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 70-72); King liu yi siang, 
T 2121, k. 25, p. 137c-138a. 

Brahmanical sources: S. Levi, in JA, 2908, p. 246 refers to the Mahabharata, III, 139-131; III, 195; XIII, 32 (where the 
hero is Vrsadarbha); Kathasaritsagara, I, 7: Brhatkathamanjan, I, 3, v. 81. 

Jain sources: Karunavajrayudha, where the name of the hero is Vajrayudha (cf. Winternitz, Literature, II, p. 548. 

The stupa of 'the gift of the flesh', situated near the village of Girarai on the boundary between the district of Peshawar 
and Bouner, was visited by Fa hien T 2085, k. 5, p. 1021 c 15 (tr. Chavannes, BEFEO, III, p. 427) and by Hiuan tsang, T 
2087, k. 3, p. 883al4-18 (tr. Beal, I, p. 125; Watters, I, p. 234). 

Iconography: Gandhara (L. D. Barnett, Antiquities of India, London, 1913, pi XXII); Mathura (Vogel, Mathura, pi. XXc); 
Amaravatl (A. Foucher, Les sculptures d'Amaravati, RAA, V, 1928, p. 15, pi VIII, fig 1); Nagarjunikonda (J. Ph. Vogel, 
Excavations at Nagarjunikonda, An. Bibl., V, 1930 and pi. Ilb); Central Asia (Griinwedel, Buddh. Kultstdtten, fig, 130 
and 251); Barabudur (Foucher, Beginnings ofb. Art, pi. XXXVI, 2). 
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[88a] In one of his previous lives, the Buddha Sakyamuni was a king named Sibi; this king was reverent 
(; namas ), had received refuge ( sarana ) and was very energetic ( viryavat ) and full of loving-kindness 
(maitri) and compassion ( karund ); he considered all beings with the love of a mother for her child. 

At that time there was no Buddha. The life of Che t'i houan yin (Sakradevendra) was exhausted and about 
to end. Sakra said to himself: "Where is there an omniscient Buddha? I have some problems in various 
subjects and I have not been able to cut through my doubts ( samsaya )." He knew there was no Buddha and, 
returning to the heavens, he sat down sadly. A skillful magician ( dciksa nirmdtr )^ , the god P'i cheou kie 

mo (Visvakarman) asked him: "Devendra, why are you so sad?" Sakra answered: "I was looking for 
someone who is omniscient and I have been unable to find him. That is why I am sad." Visvakarman said 
to him: “There is a great bodhisattva endowed with generosity (ddna ), discipline ( sfla ) meditation ( dhydna) 
and wisdom ( prajna ). Before long, he will be Buddha." Sakra replied with this stanza: 

Bodhisattvas who produce the Great Mind, 

Eggs of fish and flowers of the mango tree: 

These three things are rather common. 

But it is rare that they bear fruit. 

Visvakarman replied: "This king Sibi of the Yeou che na clan is disciplined, very kind, very 
compassionate, meditative and wise; before long he will be Buddha." Sakradevendra then said to 
Visvakarman: "Let us go to examine him to see if he possesses the marks ( laksana ) of a bodhisattva. You 
will change yourself into a pigeon ( kapota ) and I will be a falcon ( syena ). You will pretend to be afraid and 
will take refuge in the king's armpit; I will chase you." Visvakarman answered: "Why torment the great 
Bodhisattva in this way?" Sakradevendra replied with this stanza: 

I no longer have any bad intentions. 

In the same way that real gold must be tested, 

It is necessary to test this bodhisattva in this way 

And find out if his resolve is strong. 

When Sakra had spoken this stanza, Visvakarman changed himself into a pigeon with red eyes and red 
feet, while Sakradevendra changed himself into a falcon. The falcon pursued the pigeon swiftly; the latter 
flew directly to take refuge in the king's armpit: trembling with fear, with troubled eyes, it uttered moans. 

Then a numerous crowd 

Declared at this sight: 

‘This king is very kind 

All beings trust him. 


456 Mother-Williams: nirmdtr, 'creator, artist'. 


217 



This pigeon, this little bird. 

Has taken refuge in him as in its nest. 

That is the mark of a bodhisattva. 

He will be Buddha before long.’ 

Then the falcon, perched on a nearby tree, said to king Sibi: "Give me my pigeon." [88b] The king 
answered: "It is I who took it first, it is not yours. Since I have produced the Great Mind, I welcome all 
beings ( sattva ) and I wish to save all beings." The falcon said: "O king, you want to save all beings; am I 
not part of them? Why should I be the only one not to enjoy your compassion? Would you deprive me of 
my daily food?" The king replied: "What do you eat? 

I have made the vow to protect every being that takes refuge in me. What food do you need? I will give it 
to you." The falcon answered: "I need fresh meat." The king began to think: "That is difficult to find 
without killing animals. Must I then kill something to give it to him?" Reflecting thus, his decision 
remained firm and he spoke this stanza: 

The flesh of my own body 

Subject to old age, sickness and death. 

Will start to rot before long. 

I will give it to him. 

Having had this thought, he called a servant to bring a knife, cut the flesh of his thigh and gave it to the 
falcon. The falcon said to the king: "O king, you are giving me fresh meat, but in all fairness, you should 
give me a weight of flesh equal to the weight of the pigeon. Make no mistake!" The king said: "I will use 
my scales (tula).” He placed [the piece] of flesh on one side and the pigeon on the other, but the pigeon 
was heavier than the flesh of the king. Then he ordered the servant to cut his other thigh, but that too was 
still too light. In turn he cut his two feet, his ramp, his two breasts, his neck and his back. He sacrificed his 
whole body, but the pigeon was still heavier than the flesh of the king. Then his ministers and his family 
put up a curtain (vitana) and sent away those who were present, because the king could not be seen in that 
state. But king Sibi said to them: "Do not send the people away, let them come in and watch", and he added 
these stanzas: 

May the gods, men and asuras 
Come and contemplate me. 

A great mind, an extreme resolve is necessary 
To attain Buddhahood. 

Whoever is seeking Buddhahood 
Must bear great suffering. 

If one cannot maintain one's resolution 
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One should give up the vow [of bodhi]. 

Then the Bodhisattva, with bloody hands, took the scales and wanted to climb up on them: he maintained 
his resolve to balance the weight of the pigeon with his whole body. The falcon said to him: "Great king, 
that is very difficult. Why are you doing that? Rather give me the pigeon." The king answered: "The 
pigeon has taken refuge in me, I will never give it to you. If I sacrifice my whole body, it is not to gain 
treasure or out of concern. At the price of my body, I want to attain Buddhahood." With his hands, he took 
the scales, but as his flesh was exhausted and his muscles torn, he could not make his way there and, trying 
to climb up [onto the scales], [88c] he fell down. Reprimanding his own heart, he said: " You must be 
strong and not anxious. All beings are plunged into an ocean of suffering. You yourself have sworn to save 
them all. Why be discouraged? The pain [that you are suffering] is small; the sufferings of hell ( naraka ) 
are great. If they are compared, yours do not make up a sixteenth part. If I who am wise, full of energy, 
disciplined and meditative, if I suffer such pain, what about people without wisdom who are plunged into 
hell?" Then the Bodhisattva, resolutely trying to climb up, took the scales and gave the order to his servant 
to help him. At that moment, his resolve was strong and he regretted nothing. 

The devas, nagas, asuras, pisacas, manusyas praised him greatly. They said: "To act in this way for a little 
pigeon is extraordinary ( adbhuta )." Then the great earth (prthivi ) trembled six times, the great sea 
(samudra) swelled its waves ( taranga ), the dead trees began to blossom, the gods caused a perfumed rain 
to fall and threw flowers. The goddesses sang his praises: "He will surely become Buddha." Then the 
devarsi came from the four directions [to praise him], saying: "This is a true Bodhisattva who will soon 
become Buddha." 

The falcon said to the pigeon: "The test is finished; he has not spared his own life. He is a true 
Bodhisattva" and added this stanza: 

In the garden of compassion. 

He has planted the tree of omniscience. 

We must pay homage to him; 

He should not be caused any more pain. 

Then Visvakarman said to Sakradevendra: "Devendra, you who possess miraculous power, you should 
make this king whole in body again." Sakradevendra replied: "It need not be me. The king himself is going 
to swear that his great heart was joyful [when] he sacrificed his life and gave it so that all beings could seek 
Buddhahood." 

Sakra then said to the king: "When you cut off your flesh and you were suffering so cruelly, did you feel 
any regret?" The king answered: "My heart was joyful ( ananda ). I felt no irritation or regret." Sakra said to 
him: "Who could believe that you did not feel anger or irritation?" Then the Bodhisattva made this vow: 
"When I cut my flesh and when my blood flowed, I felt neither anger nor irritation. I was resolved 
{ekacitta) and without regret, for I was heading to Buddhahood. If I am speaking the truth, may my body 
become as it was before." Hardly had he pronounced these words than his body became as it was before. 
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At this sight, men and gods became very joyful and cried out at this miracle: "This great Bodhisattva will 
surely become Buddha. We must honor him whole-heartedly and wish that he will become Buddha soon. 
He will protect us." Then Sakradevendra and Visvakarman returned to the heavens. 

It is by acts of this kind that the Bodhisattva fulfills the virtue of generosity. 

Question. - How does the Bodhisattva fulfill the virtue of discipline ( silaparamita )? 

Answer. - By not sparing his life when it is a question of keeping the pure precepts (visuddhasila). Thus 
king Siu t'o siu mo (Sutasoma), for the sake of the great king Kie [89a/ mo cha po t'o (Kalmasapada) went 
so far as to offer his life, but did not violate the precepts. 45 7 

There was once a king called Sutosoma,45 8 full of energy (vuyavat), observer of the precepts ( sfladhara ) 
and always faithful to his given word ( satyavddin ). One morning he mounted his chariot with his 
courtesans ( ganikd ) and entered a garden ( drmama ) to walk about. When he left the gates of the city, a 
certain brahmin who had come to beg said to the king: "The king is very powerful (mahaprabhava) and I 
am a poor man ( daridra ). May he have pity on me and give me something." The king replied: "I agree. I 
value the teachings of saints ( tathdgata ) such as yourself; we will make mutual gifts to one another." 
Having made this promise, the king entered his garden where he bathed and disported himself. 

Then a two-winged king named 'Gazelle's Foot' (Kalmasapada)^^ came swiftly and, from the midst of his 
courtesans, seized the king and flew away with him: one would have said it was the golden-winged bird 


457 A well-known Jataka where Sutosoma is none other than the Buddha, whereeas Kalmasapada is Ahgulimala: 

Pali sources: Mahasutasomajataka, Jataka no. 537 (V, p. 456-511); Cariyapitaka, III, 12, p. 100-101 (tr. Law, p. 124-125). 
Sanskrit sources: Jatakamala, no. 31, p. 207-224 (tr. Speyer, p. 291-313); Bhadrakalpacadana, chap. 34 (tr. S. Oldenburg, 
On the Buddhist Jatakas, JRAS, 1893, p. 331-334); Laiikaavatara, p. 250-251, contains a summary: Bhutapurvam atite 
'dhvani rajabhut... asaditavan mdmsahetoh. 

Chinese sources: Lieou tou tsi king, T 152 (no. 41), k. 4, p. 22b-24b (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 143-154; Hicn yu king, 
T 202 (no. 52), k. 11, p. 425-427 (cf. Schmidt, Der Weise und der Thor, p. 300-326); Kieou tsa p'i yu king, T 206 (no. 
40), k. 2, p. 517 a-c (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 405-406); Jen wang pan jo po lo mi king, T 245, k. 2, p. 830; Chinese 
versions of the Laiikavatara (T 670, k. 4, p. 513c; T 671, k. 8, p. 563a; T 672, k. 6, p. 623c); King liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 
25, p. 139a-b. 

Iconography: Enamelled brick at Pagan (Griinwedel, Buddhistische Studien, fig. 39); frieze at Aurangabad (A. Foucher, 
Une representation du Sutosoma-jataka sur une frise d'Aurangabad, ML, I, 261-271 and pi. XXI-XXII); Ajanta (JA, 
Apr.-June, 1921, p. 213). 

Study: R. Watanabe,77ie Story of Kalmasapada, JPTS, 1909, p. 236-310. 

458 The Bodhisattva, called Sutosoma in most of the sources, is called P'ou tiling (Samantaprabhasa) in T 152 (p. 22b) 
and T 245 (p. 830a). Sutosoma belonged to a well-known family of the Kauravas (Jataka, V, p. 457, Jatakamala, p. 207) 
and resided at Indapatta (Jataka, V, p. 457) a city located on the present site of Delhi. 

459 The anthropophagous Kalmasapada does not have a well-defined identity. In T 152, p. 22c, it is a king named A k'iun 
(170 and 5; 123 and 7). - In the Pali Jataka, it is Brahmadatta, king of Varanasi (Benares). - In T 245, p. 830a, it is a 
young prince, son of the king of T'ien lo (Devala?) - In T 202, p. 425a, it is the son of Brahmadatta, king of Benares and a 
lioness. - In the Sanskrit sources (Jatakamala, p. 209, Bhadrakalpavadana, chap. 34; Laiikavatara, p. 250), he appears as 
the son of a king and a lioness and, as his father was called Sudasa, he was named Saudasa or Simhasaudasa. - He is more 
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(garuda) seizing a serpent ( naga ) in mid-ocean. The women lamented and wept; in the garden, in the city, 
within and without, there was turmoil and consternation. 

Kalmasapada, carrying the king, traveled through space ( akasa ) and came to his home where he set 
Sutasoma down amidst the ninety-nine kings [whom he had already captured] .460 King Sutosoma began to 
weep. Kalmasapada said to him: "Great ksatriya king, why are you crying like a baby? Every man must 
die; everything composite must decay." King Sutosoma replied: "I am not afraid of death, but I am afraid 
of not fulfilling my promises. From the time that I was born, 1 have never lied ( mrsavada ). This morning, 
as I was leaving the gates, a certain brahmin came to me to ask for alms and I promised to return to give 
him charity. I do not doubt impermanence ( anityatd ), but if I disappoint this [brahmin] in his expectation, I 
am committing a sin ( dpatti) of deception. That is why I am weeping." Kalmasapada said to him: "Your 
wish will be satisfied. Since you are afraid to break your promise, I allow you to return [home]; you have 
seven days in which to give alms to the brahmin; after that time, you will return here. If you have not come 
back in that time, by the power of my wings, I will easily bring you back." 

King Sutosama was able to return to his native land and give alms to the brahmin as he wished. He set the 
crown prince ( kumdra ) on the throne. Calling his people together, he excused himself in these words: "I 
know that I have not settled eveiything; my governing was not [always] according to the Dharma. I 
recognize your loyalty. If I am not dead by tomorrow, I shall return directly." Throughout the whole 
country, his people and his family struck their foreheads to the ground trying to keep him, saying: "We 
want the king to mind his country and to continue his kind protection. He should not worry about 
Kalmasapada, king of the raksasas. We will build an iron castle ( ayogrha ) surrounded by choice soldiers. 
No matter how powerful Kalmasapada is, we are not afraid of him." But Sutosoma, who disagreed, spoke 
this stanza: 

Faithfulness to one's word ( satyavada ) is the foremost of the commandments; 

The man of his word ascends the stairway to heaven. 

The man of his word, no matter how small, is great; 

The liar goes to hell. 


familiar under the name of Kalmasapada, which certain Chinese sources translate as Po tsou (187 and 6; 157), Pan tsou 
(96 and 6; 157), i.e., 'Speckled Foot' (cf. T 202, p. 425b; T 245, p. 830a); according to the Hien yu king (T 202, p. 425b), 
this surname was given to him because, bom of a lioness, he had feet marked with spots like a lion's for. In his 
Sumangalavilasinl, II, p. 483, Buddhaghosa proposes another explanation: When the anthropophagous king, banished by 
his subjects, took flight, an acacia spine pierced his foot, and this wound left a scar like a speckled piece of wood (tassa 
kirapade ... hutva ruhi). 

The village where this man-eater was tamed was called Kalmasadamya (in Pali, Kammasadamma). It is situated in the 
land of the Kurus, and the Buddha preached several important sutras there. Cf. Dlgha, II, p. 55, 290; Majjhima, I, p. 55; 
II, p. 26; Samyutta, II, p. 92; Tch'ang a han, T 1, k. 10, p. 60a29; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 24, p. 578b; Divyavadana, p. 
515,516. 

460 [ n x 202 (p. 426a) and T 243 (p. 830b), it was 999 kings whom Kalmasapada had captured. 
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I wish to keep my promise today. 
Rather lose one's life than break it. 


[89b] My heart feels no regret. 

Having reflected in this way, the king departed and returned to Kalmasapada who, seeing him from afar, 
rejoiced and said to him: "You are a man of your word who does not break his promises. Every man seeks 
to save his own life. You had the chance to escape from death, but you came back to fulfill your promise. 
You are a great man ( mahapurusa )." 

Then Sutosoma praised faithfulness to one's word: "The one who keeps his word is a man; he who breaks it 
is not a man." He praised truth ( satyavdda) in every way and disparaged falsehood ( mrsdvdda ). Listening 
to him, Kalmasapada developed pure faith ( sraddhdvisuddhi) and said to king Sutosoma: "You have 
spoken well; in return I will release you; you are free. I grant you also the ninety-nine kings, [your co¬ 
prisoners]. May they return, each as he will, to their own countries." When he had spoken thus, the 
hundred kings returned [to their homes]. 

It is in Jatakas such as this that the Bodhisattva fulfills the virtue of discipline. 

Question. - How does the Bodhisattva fulfill the virtue of patience ( ksdntipdramita )? 

Answer. - When people come to insult him, strike him, beat him, slash him, tear off his skin, cut him to 
pieces and take his life, his mind feels no hatred ( dvesa ). Thus, when king Kia li (Kali) cut off his hands 
( hasta ), feet (pdda ), ears ( karna ) and nose ( nasa ), the bhiksu Tchan (Ksanti) kept a strong mind 
(i drdhacitta ) without emotion (cicala ).461 


461 The Mpps tells the story of the bhiksu Ksanti in the following way: In a great forest, Ksantirsi was cultivating 
patience ( ksanti ) and practicing loving-kindness ( maitri ). One day, king Kali along with his courtesans entered the forest 
to walk about and disport himself. Having finished his meal, the king stopped to sleep a little. The courtesans, walking 
about in the blossoming forest, saw the rsi, paid their respects to him ( vandana ) and sat down at his side. Then the rsi 
praised patience and loving-kindness; his words were so fine that the women could not get enough of listening to him and 
stayed with him for a long time. King Kali woke up and, not seeing is courtesans, seized his sword ( asipatta ) and 
followed their footsteps. When he found them around the rsi, his lustful jealousy overflowed; with furious eyes, 
brandishing his sword, he asked the rsi: "What are you doing there"? The rsi replied: "I am here to practice patience and 
cultivate loving-kindness." The king said: "I am going to put you to the test. With my sword, I will cut off your ears 
(karna), your nose (nasa) and your hands (hasta) and feet (pdda). If you do not get angry, I will know that you are 
cultivating patience." The rsi answered: "Do as you wish." Then the king drew his sword and cut off his ears, his nose, 
then his hands and feet and asked him: "Is your mind disturbed?" The rsi answered: "I cultivate patience and loving¬ 
kindness; my mind is not disturbed." The king said: “There lies your body without any strength; you say that you are not 
disturbed, but who would believe you?" Then the rsi made this oath: "If I am truly cultivating loving-kindness and 
patience, may my blood (sonita) become milk (ksira)." At once his blood changed into milk; the king, astounded, 
departed with his courtesans. But then, in the forest, a naga-king (nagaraja), taking the side of the rsi, caused lightning 
and thunder and the king, struck by lightning, perished and did not return to his palace. 

This anecdote is often told to illustrate the patience of the Bodhisattva (represented here by the bhiksu Ksanti) and the 
wickedness of Devadatta (here, the evil king). 
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Question. - How does the Bodhisattva fulfill the virtue of exertion ( viryaparamita )? 

Answer. - When he possesses great exertion of mind. Thus the bodhisattva Ta che (Mahatyagavat), putting 
his life at the disposal of all [his friends], swore to empty the water of the ocean until it was completely 


Pali sources: Khantivadajataka, no. 313 (III, p. 39-43); Jataka, I, p. 45; III, p. 178; VI, p. 257; Dhammapaddattha, I, p. 
149 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, I, p. 241); Khuddakapatha Comm., p. 149; Buddhavamsa Comm., p. 51; Visuddhimagga, I, 
p. 302. 

Sanskrit sources: Mahavastu, III, p. 357-361; Jatakamala (no. 28), p. 181-192 (tr. Speyer, p. 153-168); Avadanakalpalata 
(no. 38), I, p. 932-941; Vajracchedika, v. 14, p. 31; Kosa, IV, p. 229. 

Chinese sources: Lieou tou tsi king, T 152 (no. 44), k. 5, p. 25 (tr. Chavannes, Contes , I, p. 161-154; Seng k'ie lo tch'a so 
tsi king, T 194, k. 1, p. 119a; Ta tchouang yen louen king, T 201 (no. 63). k. 11, p. 320a; T 201 (no. 65), k. 12, p. 325c (tr. 
Huber, Sutrdlamkdra, p. 325, 352); Hien yu king, T 202 (no. 12), k. 2, p. 359c-360b (cf. Schmidt, Der Weise und der 
Thor, p. 60-63); Kin kang pan jo po lo mi king, Y 235, p. 750b; Ta pan nie p'an king, T 374, k. 31, p. 551a-b, Ta fang 
teng ta tsi king, T 397, k. 50, p. 330b; A yu wang tchouan, T 2042, k. 5, p. 119b; Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 3, p. 
882b (tr. Beal, I, p. 121; Watters, I, p. 227); King liu siang, T 2121, k. 8, p. 40b-c. 

Khotanese sources: Translation of the Vajracchedika, Hoernle, Remains, p. 282. 

Iconography: Samath: AR Arch. Surv. 1907-1908; Central Asia: Le Coq-Waldscmidt, Spatantike, VI, 11-12; Formosa: 
Ecke-Demieville, Twin Pagodas ofZayton, pi. 41 above. 

In Liiders, Bharhut und die buddh. Literatur, p. 119-121, there is a comparison between the Pali text of the Jataka and the 
Sanskrit text of the Mahavastu. 

The sources enumerated here differ in details. The Bodhisattva tortured by the king is called Ksdntivadin (in the 
Mahavastu, Ksantivada), Ksdntirsi or Ksanti. He was bom, under the name of Kundaka, into a rich family from Kasi or 
Benares (Pali Jataka) or into a brahmin family in the city of Fou tan na (Putana) in southern India (T 374, p. 551a). The 
Mahavastu, III, p. 357, has him coming miraculously from Uttarakuru into the garden ( udycina) of king Kalabha of 
Benares in the Kasi region ( Ksantivado rsi Uttarakurudvipato rddhTye dgatva tahim udydnabhumTyam dsati)\ but it is 
possible that udyana, 'garden' should be corrected to Uddiyana, four or five li east of Moung kie li (Maiigalapura or 
Manglaor (Si yu ki, k. 3, p. 882b). - The cruel king who tortured Ksanti is usually called Kali. The reading Kalingaraja 
found in the Vajracchedika in Sanskrit is a faulty correction that the Chinese translators have not accepted. Apart from 
Kali, the reading Kaldbu is also found (Pali sources, T 194, p. 119a; T 374, p. 551a) and Kalabha (Mahavastu). This king 
reigned in Benares in the Kasi region (Varanaslye, Kasijanapade). According to some sources, he himself tortured Ksanti; 
according to others (especially all the Pali sources), he was mutilated by his servants. The sage had excited the anger of 
the king by preaching the Dharma to his women or also, according to T 152, p. 25, and T 194, p. 119a, by refusing to 
show him the direction taken by a deer. In the Mahavastu, as soon as they were cut off, the limbs secreted milk. The Pali 
Jataka and the Jatakamala state that Ksanti died of his wounds and went to heaven ( samadhirudha divam); as for Kali, the 
earth swallowed him up and he fell into Avici hell. 
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dry, and his resolve was firm .462 Here again, the Bodhisattva praised the Buddha Pusya for seven days 
and seven nights standing on one leg without blinking his eyes. 463 

Question. - How does the Bodhisattva fulfill the virtue of meditation ( dhyanaparamita) ? 

Answer. - When he obtains mastery ( vasita ) over all the dhydnas of the heretics ( tfrthika ). Thus king 
Chang cho li (Sankhacarya), seated in meditation, had no in- (ana) or out- ( apdna ) breath. A bird came and 
laid her eggs in his top-knot which was in the form of a conch ( sahkhasikhd ); the bodhisattva remained 
motionless (acala) until the fledglings flew away.464 

Question. - How does the Bodhisattva fulfill the virtue of wisdom (prajhaparamita )? 

Answer. - When his great mind reflects (manasikaroti) and analyses ( vibhanakti ). Thus the brahmin K'iu 
p'in t'o (Govinda), the great minister ( mahdmdtya ), divided the great earth (; mahaprthivi) of JambudvTpa 
into seven parts; he also divided into seven parts a determined number of large and small cities ( nagara ), 
of villages (; nigama) and hamlets (antardpana).^-’ Such is the virtue of wisdom. 


462 -phe story of Mahatyagavat will be told at length at k. 12, p. 151-152. It is also found in the Mahavastu, II, p. 89-91; 
Lieou tou tsi king, T 142 (no, 9), k. 1, p. 4a-5a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, p. 89-91); Hien yu king, T 202, (no, 40), k. 8, p. 
404b-409c (cf. Schmidt, Der Weise und der Thor, p. 227-252); King liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 9, p. 47b-48a. The theme of 
the man who tried to empty the water of the ocean is met again in an anecdote of the Mahasamghika Vinaya, translated 
by Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 308-312, and in the Cheng king, T 154 (no. 8), k. 1, p. 75b-76a). 

463 g ee a b 0 y e . 

464 Tbe Mpps, k. 17, p. 188a-b, tells this anecdote as follows: Sakyamuni at one time was a rsi named Chang cho li 
(Sankhacarya) with a top-knot in the shape of a conch ( sahkhasikhd ). He always practiced the fourth dhyana, interrupting 
his breath (anapana); seated under a tree, he remained immobile. A bird, seeing him in this posture, mistook him for a 
piece of wood and laid her eggs (anda) in his top-knot ( sikhd ). When the Bodhisattva came out of the dhyana and noticed 
that he had the bird's eggs on his head, he said to himself: "If I move, the mother will certainly not come back, and if she 
does not come, the eggs will spoil." Therefore he re-entered dhyana and stayed there until the little birds flew away. 

The case of ankhacarya is not exceptional: "We know that the yogin in the old legends remained immobile on one leg: 
the birds made their nests in their hair" (Lav., Dogme et Philosophic, p. 183). The King liu yi siang (Chavannes, Contes, 
III, p. 237-238) tells of a brahmin in contemplation for three hundred years on whose body there grew a tree. 

King Sankha is well-known in Buddhist legend. He appears in the Gayaslrsasutra, T 464, p. 481cl, and he is known for 
his quarrels with his brother Likhita (cf. Chavannes, Contes, IV, p. 120, 132). 

465 Extract of a passage from the Mahagovindlyasutra which was summarized by Senart in the following way: "Once 
there reigned the king Disampati. He had as purohita and counsellor the brahmin Govinda. When the latter died, he 
followed the advice of his son, prince Renu, and replaced Govinda by Govinda's son, Jyotipala, who was called 
Mahagovinda. The six ksatriya royal electors ( rdjakartdrah ), on the death of Disampati, assured his succession to Renu 
by promising to distribute the kingdom amongst the seven of them. When the time came, it was Mahagovinda who took 
charge of this division of the land, assigning to each his capital; he remained in charge of all their affairs; at the same time 
he taught seven thousand brahmins and seven hundred snatakas." 

The sutra of Mahagovinda is in the Dlgha, II, p. 220-252 (tr. Rh. D., Dialogues, II, p. 259-281; Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 3), 
k. 5, p. 30b-34b; Ta kien kou p'o lo men yuan k'i king, T 8, vo, I, p. 207-213. 
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This is how the Bodhisattva fulfills the six virtues. 


4. Sojourn in the Tusita heaven. 

The Buddha became a disciple under the Buddha Kasyapa, observed the pure precepts 
( visuddasiksdpada),6 practiced the qualities ( guna ) and was reborn in the heaven of the Teou chouai 
(Tusita). 

Question. - Why was the Bodhisattva born in the Tusita heaven and not above or below it? Possessing 
great power ( prabhdva ), he could have been reborn wherever he wished. 

Answer. - 1. According to some, by virtue of the retribution of actions ( karmavipdkahetoh), he had to be 
reborn in that place. 

2. Furthermore, at a level (bhiimi) lower than that, the fetters ( samyojana ) are too [89c] heavy; in a higher 
level, they are too light. In the heaven of the Tusitas, the fetters are neither too heavy nor too light, for 
there, wisdom ( prajhd ) is safe (yogaksema ). 

3. Futhermore, the Bodhisattva does not want to miss the time when he is to become Buddha 
(buddhapradurbhdvakdla). If he were born in a lower level where the lifespan ( dyus ) is short ( hrasva ), his 
life would be over before the time of his coming as Buddha; if he were born in a higher level where the 
lifespan is long (dirgha), his life would be prolonged beyond the time of his becoming Buddha. But among 
the Tusita gods, the span of life coincides with the period when Buddhas appear.467 

4. Finally, the Buddha always dwells in a middling destiny ( madhyagati ). Now the Tusita gods are placed 
in the middle of the gods [of kamadhatu] augmented by the Brahmakayikas: they surpass three classes of 
gods, the Caturmaharajakayikas, [the Trayastrimsas and the Yamas] and are below the other three classes, 
the Nirmanaratis, the Paranirmitavasavartins and the Brahmakayikas. Having come from the Tusitas, the 


T. W. Rhys-Davids, Dialogues, II, p. 270, gives a list of the cities and the tribes that befell to the share of each of the 
seven kings; this may be found in DTgha, II, p. 235-236; Mahavastu, III, p. 208; Tch'ang a han, T 1, p. 33a: 


City 

Tribe 

King 

1. Dantapura 

Kalinga 

Sattabhu 

2. Potana 

Assaka 

Brahmadatta 

3. Mahissatl 

Avanti 

Vessabhu 

4. Romka 

Sovlra 

Bharata 

5. Mithila 

Videha 

Renu 

6 . Campa 

Anga 

Dhattarattha 

7. BaranasI 

Kasi 

Dhatarattha 


466 The Buqqha was called Jyotipala at tat time. 

46? The Tusita gods live 4,000 years, but the days that constitute these years are each equal to 400 ordinary years (Cf. 
Anguttara, I, p. 214; Kirfel, Kosmographie derlnder, p. 194). 
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Bodhisattva was bom in Madhyadesa 'Central land'.468 q W as in the middle of the night that he came 
down from heaven ( avatdra ); it was in the middle of the night that he left the land of Kia p'i lo p'o 
(Kapilavastu) and after having traveled the Middle Path ( madhyama pratipad), he attained supreme and 
perfect enlightenment ( anuttarasamyaksambodhi ); it was the Middle Path that he preached to men; finally, 
it was in the middle of the night that he entered nirvana without residue ( nirupadhisesanirvdna ). Because 
he loved these 'middles', he was born in the intermediate heaven [of the Tusitas]. 


5. The four 'vilokanas' and the entry into the womb^9 

When the Bodhisattva had taken birth in Tusita heaven, he examined the world of men in four ways: I) 
examination of time ( kdlavilokana ), ii) examination of place ( desanavikolana ), iii) examination of family 
(kulavilokana ), iv) examination of mother ( upapattisthdna ). 

What is the examination of time? There are eight periods in which Buddhas appear: When the human 
lifespan is 84,000, 70,000, 60,000, 50,000, 40,000, 30,000, 20,000 and 100 years.470 jhe Bodhisattva says 
to himself: "The duration of the human lifespan is one hundred years; the time of appearance of the Buddha 
has arrived." This is the examination of time. 

What is the examination of place? The Buddhas are always born in Madhyadesa, for it abounds in gold and 
silver, precious substances, foods, picturesque places, and its ground is pure. 

What is examination of family? The Buddhas are born into two kinds of family, either the ksatriyas or the 
brahmins, for the ksatriyas have great power (prabhdva ) whereas the brahmins have great wisdom 
(prajhd ). It is there that the Buddhas are born according to the need of the times. 


468 The Madhyadesa in question here is vaster than the Madhyadesa of the old brahmanical literature. The latter is 
practically identical with the Aryavarta whereas the Madhyadesa of the Buddhist texts includes fourteen of the sixteen 
Mahajanapadas. For its precise limits, see Malalasekera, II, p. 418-419. Madhyadesa is the birthplace of noble individuals 
( purisajamya ), including the Buddha (cf. Sumangala, I, p. 173; Astasahasrika, p. 336). 

469 -pjjg sources are no t in agreement on the number of the Bodhisattva's vilokanas: 

1. Four vilokanas: Examination of time ( kdla ), continent ( dvipa ), country ( desa ) and family ( kula ): Mahavastu, I, p. 197; 
II, p. 1; Lalitavistara, p.. 19-20 (tr. Foucaux, p. 20-21). 

2. Five vilokanas: examination of mother or parents is added ( mdta -, janettmlokana): Nidanakatha, p. 48-49; 
Dhammapaddattha, I, p. 84; Ken pen chouo ... p'o seng, T 1450, k. 2, p. 106b-c (cf. Rockhill, Life , p. 15). 

3. Eight vilokanas, adding to the previous five the examination of the period of gestation ( ayu ), the month of birth ( masa) 
and the date of leaving ( nekkhamma ): Milinda, p. 193. 

4^0 According to the Dlgha, II, p. 2-7, the duration of the human lifespan was 80,000 years under Vipasyin, 70,000 under 
Sikhin, 60,000 under Visvabhu, 40,000 under Krakucchanda, 30,000 under Kanakamuni, 100 under Sakyamuni. See Rhys 
Davids, Dialogues of the Buddha , II, p. 6. - These numbers are confirmed by various texts: Tch'an a han, T. 1, k. 1, p. 1; 
Ts'i fo king, T 2, p. 150; Ts'i fo fou mou sing tseu king, T 4, p. 159; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 45, p. 790 [under Vipasyin, 
the human lifespan is 84,000 and not 80,000 years]; Tch'ou yao king, T 212, k. 2, p. 615c. - Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 135, p. 
700c ad Kosa, III, p. 193, have established that the Buddhas appear during epochs of decrease of the lifespan, when the 
duration of life decreases from 84,000 to 100 years. 
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What is the examination of the mother? The bodhisattva asks himself who is the mother who will be able 
to bear a bodhisattva as strong as Narayana.471 

When this examination is finished, he determines that only the family of king Suddhodana, residing in 
Kapilavastu in Madhyadesa, is capable of conceiving the Bodhisattva. Having thought thus, he descends 
from Tusita heaven and enters the womb of his mother ( mdtrkuksi ) without loss of his full-mindedness. 

[90a] Question. - Why do all the Bodhisattvas in their last birth (pascima punarbhava) come from heaven 
and not from among men)? 

Answer. - 1. Because they have climbed up to the supreme destiny ( agragati ) and, of the six destinies 
(,gati ), that of the gods is the highest. 

2. Furthermore, coming from heaven, they possess all kinds of beauty (saundaiya) and miracles ( adbhuta) 
which they would not have at their disposal if they were to come from a human destiny. 

3. Finally, because men venerate ( satkurvanti ) the gods. 

Question. - All people have a disturbed mind ( samalacitta) at the moment of reincarnation (pmtisamdhi ) 
when they enter the womb of their mother ( mdtrikuksi ).472 Why then is it said that the Bodhisattva has an 
undisturbed mind when he enters his mother's womb? 

Answer. - 1. According to some, at the moment of reincarnation ( pratisamdhi ), all beings have a disturbed 
mind (viparyastamati); but since the Bodhisattva has no loss of mindfulness (ndsti bodhisattvasya musita 
smrtih ), it is said that he enters his mother's womb with an undisturbed mind. When he is in the 
intermediate existence ( antardbhava ), he knows that he is in the intermediate existence. - When he is in the 
stage of the Ko Jo Jo (kalala), he knows that he is in the kalala stage, i.e., when, seven days after 
conception, the semen and blood ( surasonita ) coagulate (sammurchanti)^^. - When he is in the stage of 
the Ngo feou t'o (arbuda), he knows that he is in the stage of arbuda, i.e., two weeks after conception, he 
resembles an ulcer. - When he is in the stage of the K'ie na (ghana), he knows that he is in the ghana stage, 
i.e., three weeks after conception, he resembles frozen cream. - When he is in the stage of the Wou p'ao 
(pesin), he knows that he is in the pesin stage. - When he comes into the world, he knows that he comes 
into the world.474 And so , as h e h as no i oss 0 f mindfulness ( smrtihani), it is said that he enters his 
mother's womb with correct mind. 


471 Narayana is the one who has narayanabala, the strength of the seventh tenn of a series beginning with the elephant in 
which each tenn is ten times the preceding one. See P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 30, p. 155a; Kosa, VII, p. 73-74. 

472 cf. Samgraha, p. 55. 

473 It is thanks to the vijnana that the semen and blood coagulate to form the embryo. For this sammurchana, see 
Samgraha, p. 13-14. 

474 ytjg Mppj d oes no t enumerate the five embryonic stages in the traditional order: kalala, arbuda, pesin, ghana, 
prasakha, which are found, e.g., in Samyutta, I, p. 206; Milinda, p. 125; Mahavyutpatti, no. 4067-4071; Tsa a han, T 99 
(no. 1300), k. 49, p. 337c; Kosa, II, p. 255; II, p. 58; IV, p. 119. - Here the Mpps omits the prasakha stage which is also 
omitted in Milinda, p. 40 and Visuddhimagga, p. 236. - Some texts have eight embryonic stages; 1-5. kalala ... prasakha, 
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2. Let us take another being [than the Bodhisattva] in the intermediate existence ( antardblmva ). If it is a 
male (pitman ), he experiences a lustful mind ( rdgacitta ) for his mother ( mdtr ) and says to himself: "This 
woman and I will make love"; on the other hand, he experiences hostility ( pratigha ) towards his father 
( pitr ). If it is a female, she experiences a lustful thought for her father and says to herself: "This man and I 
will make love” and, on the other hand, she experiences hatred for her mother.475 The Bodhisattva does 
not have these thoughts of aversion (pratigha) or of attraction (anunaya); he knows in advance who his 
mother and father are. He says: "This mother and father will nourish (posayati ) my body. Being based 
(asritya) on them, I will take birth and will attain supreme perfect enlightenment 
(anuttarasamyaksambodhi)." It is with this pure mind (visuddhacitta) that he thinks of his parents and, at 
the moment of reincarnation (pratisamdhi), he enters into the womb (garbham avakramate). Consequently, 
it is said that he enters his mother's womb (matrikuksi) with correct mind. 


6. Birth and the thirty-two 'laksanas' 

At the end of ten months, with correct mind and without loss of mindfulness, the Bodhisattva left his 
mother's womb, took seven steps and uttered these words: "This is my last birth" (pascima punarbhava). 
King Suddhodana asked the experts in marks ( laksanapratigrdhaka ): "Look and see if my son has the 
thirty-two marks of the Great Man (dvatrimsad mahdpurusalaksana). If he has these thirty-two marks, he 
will have two possibilities: if he stays at home ( grhastha ), he will be a cakravartin king; if he goes forth 
from home ( pravrajita ), he will be a Buddha." The experts said: "The crown prince (kumara) really does 
have the thirty-two marks of a Great Man; if he stays at home, he will be a cakravartin king; if he leaves 
home, he will be a Buddha." The king asked: "What are the thirty-two marks?" The experts replied: 

1. Supratisthapddatah. "The soles of his feet are well set down." The soles of his feet are set down on the 
ground without a gap, not even a needle, could be inserted. 

2. Adhastdt pddatalayos cakre jdte sahasrdre sandbhike sanemike tryakaraparipurne. "On the soles of his 
feet are two wheels with a thousand spokes, a hub and a rim and [90b] having three perfections." He has 
obtained this mark spontaneously (svatah); it was not made by an artisan. The divine artists like 
Visvakarman are not able to make such a perfect mark. 

Question. - Why could they not make it? 

Answer. - Because these divine artisans such as Visvakarman do not achieve the depth of wisdom (prajhd ). 
This mark of the wheel is the reward for good actions (kusalakarmavipaka). Although the divine artisans 
have obtained their knowledge [technique] as a reward of their life, this mark of the wheel comes from the 
practice of the roots of good (kusalamulacaryd) and wisdom (prajhd ). The knowledge of a Visvakarman is 


6. kesalomdvasthd (appearance of hair and nails), 7. indriydvasthci (appearances of the senses), 8. vyahjanavastha 
(appearance of the organs). Cf. Kosa, III, p. 38, n. 1; Bukkho daijiten, p. 1420c. 

475 These behaviors of the gandharva, the disincarnate being seeking a womb, are described in almost the same words in 
Kosa, III, p. 50-51. 
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the result of one single existence, but this mark of the wheel comes from a wisdom extending over 
innumerable kalpas. This is why Visvakarman could not make it and, still less, the other divine artisans. 

3. Dirghdngulih: "He has long fingers." His fingers are slender and straight; their arrangement is 
harmonious and the joints are accentuated. 

4. Ayatapddapdrsnih : " He has a broad heel." 

5. Jdldngulihastapddah : "The digits of his hands and feet are webbed." He is like the king of the swans 
(hamsa): when he spreads his fingers, the webs show, when he does not spread his fingers, the webs do not 
show.^"^ 

6. Mrdutarunapanipadah : "His hands and feet are soft and delicate." Like fine cotton cloth (suksmam 
karpdsakambalam), these members surpass the other parts of his body. 

7. Utsangacaranah : "He has a prominent instep." When he treads on the ground, his foot neither widens 
nor retracts. 


476 B u t ; n Sanskrit, jala does not mean 'web', and Bumouf, reluctant to place the Buddha "in the class of palmipeds", 
understands: "The digits of his hands and feet are reticulate." Foucher (Art Greco-bouddhique, II, p. 306-312) adopts this 
interpretation and sees in these networks the lines of a hand "which have always played a part in chiromancy and, in our 
day, are used in judicial identification." Moreover, he establishes that, in representations of the Buddha, "the Gandharan 
sculptors showed only detached hands and hands separated from their sculptures, and did so only when constrained by the 
special needs of the construction." This opinion is held by J. N. Banerjea, The webbed fingers of Buddha , IHQ, VI, 1930, 
p. 717-727. W. F. Stutterheim, Le jalalaksana de Vintage du Bouddha, Act. Or., VII, 1928, p. 232-237, referring to a 
passage of the Sakuntala, claims that jala means the red lines of tha hand held up to the light of the sun. A. K. 
Coomaraswamy, The webbed finger of Buddha, IHQ, VII, 1931, p. 365-366, accepts Stutterheim's translation in the 
original meaning of jala and explains, along with Foucher and Banerjea, the semantic shift of jala, in the sense of 
membrane, as a misinterpretation of the sculptures. Answer of J. N. Banerjea, The webbed fingers of Buddha, IHQ, VII, 
1931, p. 654-656.. 

Nevertheless, the texts are explicit. Without saying anything about the stereoptyped Tibetan translation: phyags dan €abs 
dra bas hbrel pa, "his hands and feet are attached by a membrane", the old translators and commentators agree in 
attributing to the Buddha hands and feet like "the king of the swans", and Senart, Legende du Bouddha, p. 145, was 
perhaps correct to understand 'membrane'. Here are some references: 

DIrghagama, third mark (T 1, p. 5b: His hands and feet have a netted membrane (wang man: 120 and 8; 120 and 11) like 
the king of the geese (ngo wang). - Madhyamagama, T 26, P. 686b: His hands and feet have a netted membrane (wang 
man) like the king of the geese (yen wang). - Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, sixth mark (T 1450, p. 108c): His hands and feet 
have a netted membrane (wang man). - Lalitavistara of Divakara, thirtieth mark (T 187, p. 557a): The digits of his hands 
and feet all have a membranous net (wang man: 120 and 8; 177 and 7). - Abhiniskramanasutra, seventh mark (T190, p. 
692c): The space between the digits of the Kumara's hands and feet is netted (lo wang). - Pancavimsati, third mark (T 
220, vol. 6, p. 967b): between each of the digits of the Bhagavat"s hands and feet there is a netted membrane (man wang) 
like in the king of the geese (yen wang). - Dasasahasrika, p. 108: tasya hastapadayor jalany avanaddhani yadrsam 
anyapurusandm nasti. - Vibhasa, sixth mark (T 1543,p. 888a): His hands and feet are marked with a netted membrane 
(wang man), that is to say, between the digits of the Buddha's hands and feet there is a net-membrane like the digit of the 
king of the geese (ngo wang). - Aloka, p. 918: rajahamsavaj jdldvanaddhdngulipdnipddata. 
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The soles of his feet (pddatala ) are like a red lotus (padma ) in color; between the toes there is a membrane; 
the ends of his feet are the color of real coral (pravdda ); the toenails ( nakha ) have the color of polished red 
copper ( tdmra ); the upper side of his feet are golden in color ( suvarnavama ) and the hairs ( roma ) covering 
it are the azure of lapis-lazuli (vaidurya). These colors are marvelous; one would say an assortment of 
jewels, a varicolored necklace. 

8. Aineyajangah : "He has the limbs of an antelope." His legs taper gradually ( anupuratanuka ) as in 
Aineya, the king of the antelopes ( mrgardja ). 

9. Sthitdnavanatdjdnupralambabdhuh: "Standing upright without bending over, his arms reach down to his 
knees." Without bending or straightening up again, he can touch his kness with the palms [of his hands]. 

10. Kosagatavastiguhyah: "The secret part of his abdomen is concealed within a sheath" as in an elephant 
of good birth or a high-bred horse (tadyathd varagotra djdneya hasty, djdneyo vdsvah). 

Question. - Then why did his disciples see his secret parts when the Bodhisattva attained supreme complete 
enlightenment ( anuttarasamyaksambodhi )? 

Answer. - He showed them his sexual organs to save beings and dissipate the doubts of the crowd. Besides, 
according to some, the Buddha manifested ( nirmimite ) an elephant or a well-bred horse and said to his 
disciples: "My sexual organs are like that."477 


477 Q n this subject, the Mpps will make the following comments later (k. 26, p. 251c): 

"The Buddha showed the mark of his tongue and his cryptorchidy. Some people had doubts about these two 
characteristics of the Buddha's body; they should have been able to attain the Path but because of these doubts, they did 
not. That is why the Buddha showed them these two marks. He put out his tongue and it covered his whole face: although 
his tongue was large, it went back easily into his mouth. Some people, seeing the Buddha put out his tongue, may have 
felt contempt because putting out one's tongue is the mark of a small child. But when they saw him put his tongue back in 
and preach the Dharma without any difficulty, they felt respect and cried out at the wonder. Some people had doubts 
about the cryptorchidy of the Buddha, an invisible mark; then the Bhagavat created a marvelous elephant or a wondrous 
stallion and, showing them, he declared: "My cryptorchidy is an invisible mark quite like that." Some even say that the 
Buddha took out his sex organs and showed them to someone to suppress his doubts. Teachers ( upadesacarya ) say that 
[by this action] the Buddha shows his great compassion for, if a man sees the Buddha's cryptorchidy, he can accumulate 
roots of merit ( kusakamula ) and produce the mind of anuttarasamyaksambodhi." 

We know in fact that several times the Buddha exhibited his sex organs and showed his tongue to the brahmins, experts in 
marks, who had come to examine him. Ambattha, Brahmayu and Sela were successively favored with this sight. The 
episode is always told in the same words in the Pali sources whereas the Chinese versions introduce some modifications. 
Ambatthasutta in DTgha, I, p. 106; Tch'ang a han, T 1, k. 13, p. 87c; Fo k'ai kiai fan tche a p'o king, T 20, p. 263b (in the 
latter text, the Buddha just puts out his tongue). 

Brahmayusutta in Majjhima, II, p. 143; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 41, p. 688b; Fan mo yu king, T 76, p. 885b. 

Selasutta in Suttanipata, III, no. 7; Majjhima, II, no. 92 (same as preceding). 

The story is always the same: The brahmin comes to see if Gautama has the thirty-two marks of a Buddha. He easily 
detennines the superhuman marks on the body of the Sakyan with two exceptions: the abnonnal arrangement of the sex 
organ ( kosohitci vatthaguhya, literally, the part to be hidden by clothing enclosed in a sheath, and the hugeness of the 
tongue, pahutajivhcita). Then the Buddha thought: "This brahmin does indeed see in me the thirty-two marks of the Great 
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11. [Nyagrodha] parimandalah : Like the nyagrodha tree, the Buddha's body is rounded and is of the same 
size on all four sides. 

12. Urdhvdgraromah: "His hair rises up." On his body his hair curls upwards ( tasya kdye kesaromani 
dtdny urdhvam akuncitani). 

13. Ekaikaromah : From each of his pores there arises a single hair ( tasyaikaromakupebhya ekaikdni 
romdni jatdni); his hairs are not disarranged ( aviksiptdni)', they are blue-black (; nUani ), of the color of lapis- 
lazuli (vaidurya), curved to the right (pradaksindvartani) and standing up ( urdhvdgrdni ). 

14. Suvarnavarnah : "He is golden in color." 

Question. - What is this golden color? 

Answer. - Placed beside gold ( suvarna ), iron ( ayas ) has no brilliance. The gold of today compared to the 
gold of the time of a Buddha has no brilliance. The gold of the time of a Buddha compared to the gold of 
the river Jambu ( jambunadasuvarna ) has no brilliance. The gold of the river Jambu compared with the 
golden sand of the great ocean ( mahdsamudra ), on the path of a cakravartin king has no [90c] brilliance. 
The golden sand compared with the golden mountain has no brilliance. The golden mountain compared 
with Sumeru has no brilliance. 

The gold of Mount Sumeru compared with the gold of the Trayastrimsa gods' necklaces ( keyura ) has no 
brilliance. The gold of the Trayastrimsa gods' necklaces compared with the gold of the Yama gods has no 
brilliance. The gold of the Yama gods compared with the gold of the Tusita gods has no brilliance. The 
gold of the Tusita gods compared with the gold of the Nirmanarati gods has no brilliance. The gold of the 
Nirmanarati gods compared with the gold of the Paranirmitavasavartin gods has no brilliance. The gold of 


Man except for two. He hesitates about these two, he doubts and does not have conviction or certainty ( kankhati 
vicikicchati nadhimucchati na sampasidati), namely, the abnormal arrangement of my sex organ and the huge size of my 
tongue." Then the Bhagavat created in his own image a magical apparition ( tatharupam iddhabhisamkharam 
abhisamkhasi) so that the brahmin saw his sex organ enclosed in a sheath. Then the Bhagavat, putting out his tongue, 
touched and patted ( cinumasi patimasi) his two ears ( kannasota ), his two nostrils ( nasikasoti ) amd covered his whole 
forehead with his tongue ( kevalam pi nalatamandalam jivhaya chadesi). 

Such an exhibition shocked Menander deeply: in the Milindapanha (p. 167 sq.), he asks Nagasena how the Buddha was 
able "to show his cryptorchidy ( kosohita vatthaguhya) to the brahmin Sela in the midst of the four assemblies, in the 
presence of gods and men." Nagasena answers that the Bhagavat did not show his secret parts but rather showed a 
magical phantom ( na Bhcigavd guhyam dassesi, iddhiya puna chayam dassesi). And by adding modesty, Buddhaghosa, in 
Sumaiigala, I, p. 276, thinks it is proper to add that the apparition thus created was fully clothed in his undergarment 
(nivasananivattha ), girdled with a belt ( kdyabcmdhcmabaddha ), covered with a robe ( civaraparuta ), and that it consisted 
solely of spectral substance ( chayarupakamcitta). 

But we ask in vain with Rhys Davids ( Dialogues of the Buddha, I, p. 131, n. 1) how Ambattha and others could have seen 
the Buddha's cryptorchidy in a fully clothed phantom. This is why it may be preferable to accept the explanation 
proposed here in the Mpps and believe that the Buddha created a magical elephant or stallion, saying to his disciples "My 
sex organ is like that." 


231 



the Paranirmitavasavartin gods compared with the gold of the Bodhisattva's body has no brilliance. Such is 
this mark of the golden color. 

15. Vyamaprabhah : "He has an aura the breadth of an armspan." He has an aura the breath of an armspan 
(yyama) on all four sides. In the center of this aura the Buddha has supreme beauty; his splendor is equal to 
that of the king of the gods (devardja).^% 

16. Suksmacchavih: "He has fine skin." Dust does not adhere to his body (r ajo 'sya kdye ndvatisthati ); he is 
like the lotus leaf ( utpala ) that holds neither dust nor water. When the Bodhisattva climbs a mountain of 
dry earth, the earth does not stick to his feet. When the wind blows up a storm to destroy the mountain 
which becomes dispersed as dust, not a single dust grain sticks to the Buddha's body. 

17. Saptotsadah: "The seven parts of his body are well-developed." Seven parts of the body: the two hands 
( hasta), the two feet (pdda ), the two shoulders ( amsa ) and the nape of his neck ( grfvd ) are rounded, of fine 
color and surpass all other bodies. 

18. Citdntardmsah : "The bottom of his armpits are well-developed." They are without bumps or hollows. 

19. Simhapurvardhakayah: The front part of his body is like that of a lion." 

20. Brhadrjukdyah: "His body is broad and straight." Of all men, his body is the broadest and the 
straightest. 

21. Susamvrttasaskandah: "His shoulders are completely rounded." He has no peer amongst those who 
straighten their shoulders. 

22. Catvarimsaddantah : "He has forty teeth", neither more nor less. Other men have thirty-two teeth; their 
body consists of more than three hundred bones ( asthi ) and the bones of their skull ( sfrsakdsthi ) are nine in 
number.47*1 The Bodhisattva has forty teeth and his skull is a single bone. In him, the teeth are numerous 
but the bones of the skull are few; among other men, the teeth are few but the skull bones are numerous. 
This is how the Bodhisattva differs from other men. 

23. Aviraladantah : "His teeth are closely spaced." No coarse ( sthula ) or fine ( suksma ) material can get in 
between his teeth. People who do not know the secret mark of his teeth say that he has but one single tooth. 
One could not introduce a single hair (roman) between them. 

24. Sukladantah : "His teeth are white"; they surpass the brightness of king Himavat. 


478 This mark constitutes the usual brilliance ( prakrtiprabha ) of the Buddha. In the phantasmagoria of the Prajnas, the 
Buddha first emits rays from all parts of his body, then from all the pores of his skin; then only finally does he manifest 
his usual brilliance, an armspan in width, to make himself known to the spectators; see below, k. 8, p. 114c. 

479 The Mpps departs here from the facts of the Vibasa, T 1545, k. 177, p. 888c: Other men have only 32 teeth and their 
body contains 103 bones; the Buddha has 40 teeth; how can it be said that his body contains only 103 bones and not 
more? Among other men, the bones of the skull are nine in number, whereas in the Bhagavat the skull is only one piece. 
This is why the Buddha also has 103 bones. 

The Buddha's teeth are relics highly sought after: cf. Hobogirin, Butsuge, p. 204. 
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25. Simhahanuh: "He has the jaw of a lion." Like a lion, king of the beasts, his jaw is straight ( sama ) and 
broad ( vipula ). 

[91a] 26. Rasarasdgraprdptah: "He has the best of all tastes." Some say: When the Buddha puts food into 
his mouth ( mukha ), all foods take on an exquisite flavor ( rasagra ). Why? Because in all these foods there 
is the essence of exquisite flavor. People who do not possess this [26th] mark cannot give off this essence 
and as a consequence do not have this exquisite taste. - Others say: When the Buddha takes food and puts it 
in his mouth, the ends of his throat (gala) secrete ambrosia ( amrta ) which concentrates all flavors 
(rasa).480 As this food is pure, we say that he possesses the best of all tastes (rasandm rasagrah). 

27. Prabhutajihvah. "He has a broad tongue". When the Buddha sticks his great tongue out of his mouth, it 
covers all the parts of his face up to the top of his hair (sarvam mukhamandalam avacchddayati 
kesapaiyantam). But when he puts it back in, his mouth is not fdled up. 

28. Brahmasvarah. "He has the voice of Brahma."481 Five kinds of sounds come from the mouth of 
Brahma, king of the gods: i) deep as thunder; ii) pure and clear, able to heard from afar and delighting the 
listeners; iii) penetrating and inspiring respect; iv) truthful and easy to understand; v) never tiring the 
listeners. These are also the five intonations from the mouth of the Bodhisattva. - [Other marks] "He has 
the voice of a sparrow ( kalavinkabhanin )": his voice is pleasant ( manojna ) like the song of the kalavinka 
bird. 

"He has the voice of a dram (, dundubhisvara )": his voice is deep and powerful like that of a great dram. 

29. Abhimlanetrah : "His eyes are deep blue" like a beautiful blue lotus (nilotpala). 

30. Gopaksmanetrah : "His eyelashes are like those of an ox." Like the king of the oxen, his eyelashes are 
long ( dirgha ), beautiful ( abhirupa ) and well-arranged (aviksipta). 

31. Usmsasirsah: “His head is crowned with a protuberance." The Bodhisattva has a bony chignon like a 
fist on his head.482 

32. Urnd: "He has a tuft of white hairs." A tuft of white hair grows between his eyebrows (urnd cdsya 
bhruvor madhye jdtd), neither too high nor too low. It is white ( svetd ), whorled to the right 
( pradaksindvartd ), growing easily and at the height of five feet.483 

The experts in marks added: "In earth and heaven, the youg prince ( kumdra ) possesses the thirty-two marks 
of the Great Man ( mahapurusalaksana ) which all Bodhisattvas possess." 


480 According to T 261, k. 4, p. 883, everything that the Tathagata consumes, drinks, solid food, fish, is transfonned into 
ambrosia in contact with his four canine teeth. 

481 p or these fi ve , eight ten and sixteen qualities of the voice of Brahma, cf. Hobogirin, Bonnon, p. 133-134. 

482 p or this mark, see Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, II, p. 289-300; A. K. Coomaraswamy, The Buddha's cuda, hair, 
usnisd and crown, JRAS, 1928, p. 815-840; J. N. Banerjea, Usmsasiraskata in the early Buddhist images of India, IHQ, 
VII, 1931, p. 499-514. 

483 p or the urna, see Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, II, p. 288-289. 
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Question. - The cakravartin king also possesses these thirty-two marks. In what way are those of the 
Bodhisattva different? 

Answer. - The marks of the Bodhisattva prevail over those of the cakravartin king in seven ways: they are 
i) very pure, ii) very distinct (vibhakta), iii) ineffaceable, iv) perfect, v) deeply marked, vi) conforming 
with the practice of wisdom ( prajndcarydnusarin ) and not conforming to the world ( lokanusarin ); vii) 
lasting ( desastha ). The marks of a cakravartin king do not have these qualities. 

Question. - Why are they called marks ( laksana )? 

Answer. - Because they are easy to recognize. Thus water, which is different from fire, is recognized by its 
marks. 

Why does the Bodhisattva have thirty-two marks, neither more nor less?484 

Some say: The Buddha whose body is adorned (, alamkrta ) with the thirty-two marks is beautiful ( abhirupa) 
and well-arranged ( aviksipta ). If he had less than thirty-two marks his body would be ugly; if he had more 
than thirty-two marks he would be untidy. Thanks to the thirty-two marks, he is beautiful and well- 
arranged. Their number cannot be increased or decreased. The bodily marks [91b] are like the other 
attributes of the Buddha ( buddhadharma ) which cannot be increased or decreased. 

Question. - Why does the Bodhisattva adorn his body with marks? 

Answer. - 1. Some people have attained purity of faith ( sraddhavisuddhi ) by seeing the bodily marks of the 
Buddha.485 This j s w hy h e adorns his body with marks. 

2. Furthermore, the Buddhas triumph ( abhibhavanti ) in every way: they triumph by means of their physical 
beauty ( kdyarupa ), power {prabhdva ), clan ( gotra ), family (jdti ), wisdom ( prajnd ), dhyana, deliverance 
(vimukti), etc. But if the Buddhas did not adorn themselves with marks, these superiorities would not be as 
numerous. 

3. Finally, some say that supreme perfect enlightenment ( anuttarasamyaksambodhi ) resides in the body of 
the Buddhas but that if the corporeal marks did not adorn their body anuttarasamyaksambodhi would not 
reside in them. Thus when a man wishes to marry a noble maiden, the latter sends a messenger to him to 
say: "If you wish to marry me, you must first decorate your house, remove the filth and the bad smells. You 
must place in it beds, covers, linen, curtains, drapes, wall-coverings and perfumes so as to decorate it. Only 
after that will 1 enter your house." In the same way, anuttarasamyaksambodhi sends wisdom ( prajnd ) to the 
Bodhisattva to say to him: "If you want to attain me, first cultivate the marvelous marks and adorn your 
body with them. Only after that will I reside in you. If they do not adorn your body, I will not reside in 
you."486 This is why the Bodhisattva cultivates the thirty-two marks and adorns his body with them, to 
attain anuttarasamyaksambodhi. 


484 See the reply of Parsva to this question in the Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 177, p. 889a. 

485 Tijj s was the case notably for Ambattha, Brahmayu and Sela. See above. 

486 This prosopopeia of the Buddha and anuttarasamyaksambodhi is characteristic of the Prajnaparamita literature which 
tends to make out of prajna the Mother of the Buddhas; cf. T 220, k. 306, p. 558b: All the Tathagatas depend on the 
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7. Enlightenment and Buddhahood 

Then the Bodhisattva gew up gradually and, having seen an old man, a sick man, he experienced disgust 
(.nirveda ) for worldly things. At midnight, he left his home (abhiniskramana) and practiced asceticism 
(i duskaracarya ) for six years. Then he ate some sweetened milk-broth (pdyasa ) of sixteen restorative 
qualities offered to him by the brahman! Nant'o (Nanda) and, under the tree of enlightenment ( bodhivrksa ), 
he defied Mara's army of 18,000 kotis of warriors and attained supreme perfect enlightenment 
( anuttarasamyaksambodhi ). 

Question. - What qualities must he have to attain in order to be called Buddha? 

Answer. - 1. He is called Buddha when he has acquired the knowledge of cessation ( ksayajhdna ) and the 
knowledge of non-arising ( anutpddajndna).^ 

2. According to others, he is called Buddha when he has acquired the ten strengths ( dasa baldni), the four 
fearlessnesses ( catvdri vaisdraydni ), the eighteen special attributes ( astddasdvenikd buddhadhanndh ), the 
three knowledges ( tisro vidydh), the [four] penetrations ( catasrah pratisamvidah), the three 
smrtyupasthanas or equanimities (i. When one listens to the Dharma and one respects it, the Buddha feels 
no joy. ii. When one does not listen to the Dharma and one scorns it, the Buddha feels no sadness, iii. 
When one both respects and scorns the Dharma, the Buddha feels no emotion), great loving-kindness 
(mahamaitri) and great compassion ( mahdkarund ), the thirty-seven auxiliaries to enlightenment 


profound Prajnaparamita to realize ( sdksdtkara ) the true nature ( tathata ), the summit ( nisthd ) of all dharmas and attain 
anuttarasamyaksambodhi. That is why it is said that the profound Prajnaparamita gives birth to the Buddhas, is 'the 
Mother of the Buddhas'. - In the chapter dedicated to the Mother of the Buddhas, the Pancavimsati (T 223, k. 14, p. 323b) 
says that the actual Buddhas of the ten directions contemplate the profound Prajnaparamita with their buddha-eye because 
it gives birth to all the Buddhas who have attained it, that all the Buddhas who have attained it, attain it and who will 
attain anuttarasamyaksambodhi, attain it thanks to Prajnaparamita. - Many sutras are dedicated to the glorification of the 
'Mother of the Buddhas': cf. T 228, 229 and 258. - Many times, the Mpps shows in what sense this metaphor should be 
taken: k. 34, p. 314a: The Prajnaparamita is the Mother of the Buddhas. Among parents, the mother is the most 
meritorious; this is because the Buddhas consider the prajna as their mother. The pratyutpannasamadhi (described in T 
416-419) is their father: this samadhi can only prevent distractions ( viksiptacitta ) so that prajna may be realized, but it 
cannot perceive the true nature of dharmas. Prajnaparamita itself sees all the dharmas and discerns their true nature. As a 
result of this great merit, it is called Mother; - k. 70, p.550a: Prajnaparamita is the Mother of the Buddhas, this is why the 
Buddha is supported by being based on it. In other sutras it is said that the Buddha relies on the Dharma and that the 
Dharma is his teacher, but here the Buddha declares to Subhuti that this Dharma is the Prajnaparamita. 

All these metaphors prepare the way for the 'Sakti-ism' of the Vajrayana which pairs the Buddhas and bodhisattvas with 
female deities, with Mahisls such as Locana, PandaravasinI, Mamaki, Tara, etc. Cf. H. von Glasenapp, Buddhistische 
Mysterien, p. 154 sq. 

487 These two knowledges comprise bodhi: by means of the first, one knows in truth that the task has been accomplished; 
by means of the second, one knows that there is nothing further to be accomplished (Kosa, VI, p. 282; VII, p. 10). But it 
should not be forgotten that there are three kinds of bodhi and that only the Buddha possesses anuttarasamyaksambodhi. 
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(saptatrimsad bodhipaksyadharamah) and awareness of the general and specific characteristics of 
everything (, sarvadharmasvasamanyalaksana ) .488 

Question. - Why is he called Bodhisattva as long as he has not attained Buddhahood and loses this name 
when he has acquired Buddhahood? 

Answer. - As long as he has not attained Buddhahood, his mind remains subject to [91c] desire (trsn a) and 
attachment ( sahga ); he seeks to secure anuttarasamyaksambodhi; this is why he is called Bodhisattva. But 
when he has attained Buddhahood and acquired the various great qualities ( guna ) of the Buddhas, he 
changes his name and is then called Budda. Thus a prince ( kwndra ) is called prince as long as he is not 
king ( rdjan ), but when he becomes king, he is no longer called prince. Since he is king, he is no longer 
called prince even though he is the son of a king. In the same way, as long as the Bodhisattva has not 
attained Buddhahood, he is called Bodhisattva, but when he has attained Buddhahood, he is called Buddha. 

In the Sravaka system, the disciples of Mahakatyayamputra define the Bodhisattva in the way that we have 
just described. 

THE BODHISATTVA IN THE MAHAYANA SYSTEM 


The practitioners of the Mahayana say: The disciples of Katyayamputra are beings [immersed] in samsara; 
they do not recite and do not study the Mahayanasutras; they are not great bodhisattvas; they do not 
recognize the true nature ( satyalaksana ) of dharmas. By means of their keen faculties ( tiksnendriya ) and 
their wisdom ( prajnd ), they have theories about the Buddhadharma: they define the fetters ( samyojana ), 
cognition ( jnana ), samadhi, the faculties ( indriya ), etc. If they commit errors in these various subjects, 
what would happen if they were to give us a theory ( upadesa ) regarding the Bodhisattva? If a weak man 
who wants to jump across a little brook does not succeed in crossing over, what would he do if he comes to 
a great river except to sink and drown and be lost? 

Question. - How is he lost? 


1. Actions producing the thirty-two marks 

Answer. - The disciples of Mahakatyaniputra have said that one is called bodhisattva after three 
asamkhyeyas. But already in the course of these three asamkhyeyas, the bodhisattva has experienced no 
regret in giving his head ( siras ), his eyes ( nayana ), his marrow ( majja ) and his brain; such a sacrifice could 
not be attained by the arhats or the pratyekabuddhas. 

Thus at one time, the Bodhisattva, the great chief of a caravan ( Sa t'o p'o, sdrthavd ) was voyaging on the 
ocean. A violent wind having destroyed his ship, he said to the merchants: "Take hold of my head (siras), 
my hair (kesa), my hands ( hasta ) and my feet (pdda ) and I will take you across." When the merchants took 


488 g ee t i le definition of these various attributes in Samgraha, p. 285-305. 
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hold of him, he killed himself with his knife ( sastra ). As a general rule, the ocean does not retain corpses 
(, kunapa ); a brisk wind began to blow and brought them to the shore.489 who would dare to deny that this 
was an act of great compassion ( mahakarunika )? 

When he had finished the second asamkhyeya and not yet entered into the third, the Bodhisattva received 
from the Buddha Dipamkara the prophecy ( vydkarana ) that he would be Buddha. Then he rose up into the 
sky ( akasa ), saw the Buddhas of the ten directions ( dasadigbuddha ) and, standing up in space, he praised 
the Buddha Dipamkara. 490 flic Buddha Dipamkara had said to him: "In one asamkhyeya, you will be 
Buddha with the name Sakyamuni." Since he did indeed receive this prophecy ( vydkarana ), could one say, 
without committing a grave error, that he was not already Bodhisattva? 

[92a] The disciples of Katyayanlputra have said that, during the three asamkhyeyas, the Bodhisattva did 
not possess the marks ( laksana ) of the Buddha and did not yet accomplish the actions producing the thirty- 
two marks ( dvatrimsalaksanakarman ). [If this is so], how would they know that he is Bodhisattva? 
Everything must first manifest its characteristic marks; it is only later that one can recognize its reality. If it 
has no marks, one does not cognize it. 

We Mahayanists say: Receiving the prophecy that one will be Buddha, rising up into the sky, seeing the 
Buddhas of the ten directions, these are not the great marks. What was predicted by the Buddha is that one 
will act as a Buddha. The fact of acting as Buddha is the great mark. You ignore this mark and you adopt 
the thirty-two marks [of the Great Man]. But the cakravartin kings also possess these thirty-two marks;491 


4^9 This story is told in the Mahavastu, III, p. 354-355: 

Bhutcipurvam bhiksavo atiiam adhvanejambudvipe vdnijaka .... sarvasatvandm anugrahapravrtd. 

The same story in the Tibetan Karmasataka, 28, II, 13 (tr. Feer, p. 49-51), where the sarthavaha has the name Dbyig dga 
(Vasunandana) and, as in the Mahavastu, his companions were saved by holding onto his floating corpse. 

In the Hien yu king, T 202 (no. 50), k. 10, p. 42c-422b, the sarthvaha, who lived at the time of Brahmadatta, king of 
Benares, is called Le na choye (Ratnajaya). - In the Lieou tou tsi king, T 152 (no. 67), k. 6, p. 36b (tr. Chavannes, Contes, 
I, p. 245-247), he is brought back to life by Sakra. - Other details may be found in the Ta pei king, T 380, k. 4, p. 963b. 

490 xhis phenomenon of levitation is mentioned, among other sources, in the Mahavastu, I, p. 239: Samanantaravydkrto 
.... DTpamkarena Megho manavo.... saptatdlan cibhyudgatcih. - The frieze of Sikri, in the Lahore Museum, which shows 
the Bodhisattva four times in the same panel, places him, the last time, at the top of the frieze above the Buddha 
Dipamkara (cf. Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique , I, p. 275). 

491 The thirty-two marks adorn the body of the Buddhas and the cakravartin kings. It is said and often repeated that "for 
a young man endowed with the thirty-two marks, there are two paths and no others; if he remains at home he will be a 
cakravartin king; if he leaves home, he will be a perfect accomplished Buddha" (among other sources, cf. DIgha, II, p. 16- 
17). 

These marks are possessed, in hill or partially, by yet other individuals: The Kathavatthu, IV, 7, p. 283, in its refutation of 
the Uttarapathakas, uses as an argument the non-bodhisattvas "who partially possess the marks" (padesalcikhanehi 
samannagata). - According to the Yin kouo king, T 189, K. 2, p. 628b, among the Sakyas at the time of the Buddha, there 
were five hundred young princes endowed with a certain number of marks: three, ten, thirty-one or even thirty-two; in 
those who possess thirty-two, they were not very distinct ( vyakta ). - The Tsa p'i yu king, T 207, p. 522c, tells of a 
cakravartin king, father of 999 sons of whom some had twenty-eight marks, some had thirty and others had thirty-one. 


237 



devas and also maharajas produce them by transformation ( nirmana ); Nan t'o (Nanda)^^, T'i p’o la 
(Devadatta)^^. etc., possessed thirty; P'o po li (Bavari)494 had three; the wife of Mo ho kia cho 
(Mahakasyapa) had the mark of 'the golden color' (suvarnavarna).^-’ Even people of our generation have 


492 Nanda had thirty marks. At k. 29, p. 273a, the Mpps will be more explicit: "Other individuals than the Buddha 
possessed the marks.... Thus Nanda, from one lifetime to the next, obtained the adornment of the physical marks; in his 
last lifetime, he left home, became a monk ( sramana ) and, when the samgha saw him at a distance, they mistook him for 
the Buddha and rose to meet him." This is an allusion to the Sarvastivadin Vinaya, Che song liu, T 1435, K. 18, p. 130 
(cf. the Tokharian fragment of the same Vinaya in Hoemle, Remains, P. 369): "The Buddha was dwelling in Kapilavastu. 
At that time, the ayusmat Nanda, the younger brother of the Buddha who had been bom to a sister of the Buddha's 
mother, had a body quite like the Buddha's with thirty marks and four inches shorter than the Buddha. Nanda had a robe 
the same size as the Buddha's. When the bhiksus were gathered together either at meal time or in the afternoon, if they 
saw Nanda coming at a distance, they arose to go and greet him: 'Here is our great leader coming!' When they came near, 
they saw that it was not the Buddha..." The same story occurs in the other Vinayas, especially in the Pali Vinaya, IV, p. 
173, where there is no mention of the thirty marks. But this detail is known to the Ken pen chouo ... tsa che, T 1451, K. 
56, p. 912b. 

493 Bavari had three marks. The Mpps, k. 29, p. 273a, will return to this individual, but the passage presents difficulties. 
Poussin in Siddhi, p. 737, translates it as follows: "When Maitreya was a lay person, he had a teacher named Po p'o li 
(Bavari), who had three marks: the urna, the tongue covering the face and the cryptorchidy." I [Lamotte] rather would 
understand it as: "When Maitreya was a 'White-Garment' ( avadatavasana ), his teacher, Po p'o li, had three marks: the 
urna, the tongue covering his face and the cryptorchidy." This translation is called for not only by the Mpps, k. 4, p. 92a, 
which attributes three marks to Bavari, but also by the Parayana (Suttanipata, v. 1019) which recognizes in him the same 
quality: visamvassasatum dyu.... vedan'pmaragu. "He is 120 years old, in his family he is Bavari; he has three marks on 
his body; he is learned in the three Vedas." Bavari is especially known to the Vatthugathas of the Parayana (Suttanipata, 
V, 1) and to the 57th story of Hien yu king, T 202, k. 12, p. 432b-436c (see P. Dcmieville, BEFEO, XX, p. 158; S. Levi, 
JA, Oct.-Dec. 1925, p. 320-322; Melanges Linossier, II, p. 371-373). In these latter texts, Bavari has only two marks: 
black hair ( asitakesa) and the broad tongue (prabhutajihva )..., he is 120 years old..., he had 500 disciples." 

494 Devadatta had thirty marks as the Mpps will say later (k. 14, p. 164c28). This detail is known to Hiuan tsang (Si yu 
ki, T 2087, k. 6, p. 900a), which has him say: "I have thirty marks, a few less than the Buddha; a great assembly follows 
me; how am I different from the Tathagata?" - We know that elsewhere Devadatta claimed to the equal to the Buddha in 
family and superior to him in his magical powers (Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 47, p. 803a; Che song liu, T 1435, k. 36, p. 
257). 

495 Thg w jf e of Kasyapa had a body golden in color. The Ken pen chouo ... pi tch'ou ni p'i nai yo, T 1443, k. 1, p. 909b, 
tells about her marriage with Kasyapa: "When Kasyapa had grown up, he had a golden statue made and declared to his 
parents that he would marry only a woman golden in color like the statue. His parents had three other statues made and 
each of the statues was carried about in one of the four directions so that the maidens would come and wonder at it. When 
young Miao hien (Bhadra) arrived, she was so beautiful that the brilliance of the statue was eclipsed. Kasyapa's father 
made arrangements with Miao hien’s father and the marriage of the two young people took place." (Chavannes, Contes, 
IV, p. 151) - An analogous account occurs in Tsa p'i yu king, T 207 (no. 9), p. 524a-525a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 
14-20); Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, K. 45, p. 862b. - The Apadana, II, p. 578-584, dedicates a chapter to the then Bhadda 
Kapilani; it tells her earlier lives and her last lifetime and mentions, in v. 58, her marriage to Kasyapa: 
ghanakaheanabimbena.... vijjitassa me. - See also the comm, on the Therigatha in Rh. D„ Psalms of the Sisters, p. 47-48, 
and Manoratha, I, p. 375-376. 
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one or two of these marks, such as deep black eyes (, abhinilanetra ), long arms ( dfrghabahu ), the upper part 
of the body like a lion ( simhapurvardhakaya ), etc. These various marks are encountered more or less 
frequently. So why do you attach so much importance to them? 

In what sutra is it said that the Bodhisattva does not accomplish the actions producing the marks during the 
three asamkhyeyakalpas? Nan t'o (Nanda) had given a bath to the Buddha Pi p'o che (Vipasyin) and 
wished to obtain pure beauty ( saundarya ). On the stupa of a pratyekabuddha he had painted a wall blue, 
and while drawing the image of the pratyekabuddha, he made the vow ( pranidhdna ): "I wish to obtain the 
mark of the golden color {suvarnavarna) always." Finally, he built the steps on the stupa of the Buddha 
Kasyapa. 496 As a result of these three merits {punya ), he enjoyed happiness in all his lifetimes and 


496 s ee below, Mpps, k. 29, p. 273a: "In a previous lifetime, Nanda had given a bath to the samgha and made the 
following vow: ‘I wish, from existence to existence, to be beautiful ( abhirupa ) and graceful ( prasahika ).’ In the course of 
another lifetime, having found the stupa of a pratyekabuddha, he drew the picture of this pratyekabuddha and made the 
following vow: ‘I wish that my body be adorned with the mark of the golden color from lifetime to lifetime.’ 

Cf. Mahakarmavibhanga, p. 38: yatha aryasundaranandena kila Krakuhhande . caprdpta me suvarnavarnata. 

S. Levi, who edited this text, found the final stanza in the Fo wou po ti tseu tseu chouo pen k'i king, T 199, p. 199b, also 
repeated in the Ken pen chouo ... yao che, T 1448, k. 17, p. 87b: "Nanda tells that at the time of the Buddha Vipasyin, he 
had given a warn bath-house to the samgha (or: baths of warm perfumed water) while pronouncing the wish that he 
himself and the community be always pure and clean, stainless and without impediments, of irreproachable conduct, and 
with the color of the lotus. Next he was born among the gods, then among humans, always of marvelous beauty. Later, 
seeing the stupa of a pratyekabuddha, he repaired it (or whitewashed it) and covered it with perfumed plaster and 
pronounced the vow: ‘I wish that my organs be always complete, that my body be golden in color.’ And he was reborn in 
Benares, the second son of king Kia t'o or Tchi wei ni; seeing the stupa of the Buddha Kasyapa, he hung a parasol over it. 
And the stanza of the Karmavibhanga is summarized: ‘For having bathed the community, for having plastered a stupa 
with golden colored plaster, for having given a parasol to the stupa, I have attained innumerable blessings’." 

S. Levi refers again to the Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, k. 57, p. 917, which he briefly summarizes: "The first episode took 
place at the time of Vipasyin, at Pandumatl where the king Pandu was reigning; later, at the time of the Buddha Kasyapa, 
the king of Benares was called Ki li che (Krsi). The second son of this king, giving a golden parasol to the stupa of 
Kasyapa, also made the vow of being reborn with a golden colored body." 

The Pali Apadana, I, p. 57, could also be cited, which does not agree with T 199. Nanda received his golden colored body 
from having given a robe to the Buddha Padumuttara: Padumuttarassa hhagavato lokajetthassa.... hemavanno hhavissasi. 
But the more detailed story occurs in the Mulasarvativadin Vinaya, Ken pen chouo...tsa che, T 1451, k. 12, p. 260c-261c. 
In view of the repute received by the legend of Nanda since the discoveries at Nagarjunikonda (see J. P. Vogel, RAA, vol. 
XI, 1937, p. 115-118), It seems useful to give the translation: 

Having conceived some doubt, the bhiksus questioned the Great Teacher in order to dissipate them: "Bhadanta, what 
actions did the bhiksu Nanda previously perform so as to have a golden-colored ( suvarnavarna ) body, to be adorned with 
thirty marks ( laksana ), to have a body only four inches shorter than the Bhagavat, and so that the Great Teacher, having 
compassion for a man so attached to pleasures that he drew him out of the ocean of samsara and estabished him at once 
into definitive nirvana ( atyantikanirvana )? Please explain this to us." 

The Buddha said to the bhiksus: That is due to the ripening of the fruit of actions previously accomplished by the bhiksu 
Nanda, etc.... And he spoke this stanza: ‘Actions do not perish even after hundreds [of millions] of kalpas. Meeting the 
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favorable complex of conditions and time, they bear fruit for their creator (na pranasyanti karmani kalpakotisatair api, 
samagrim prapya kdlam ca phalanti khalu dehinam).’ 

a. Ninety-one kalpas ago, when the human life-span was 80,000 years, there appeared in the world the Buddha Vipasyin, 
tathagata, arhat, completely enlightened ( samyaksambuddha ), endowed with the knowledges and the practices 
([vidyadharanasampanna ), thus-come ( sugata ), knower of the world ( lokavid ), without superior ( anuttara ), leader of those 
to be converted (puruscidcimyasdrathi), teacher of gods and men ( sasta devamanusyandm), buddha, bhagavat. 
Accompanied by 62,000 bhiksus, he traveled amongst men. He reached the city of Ts'in houei (Bandhumatl), a royal 
residence, went to the forest and dwelled there. This Bhagavat had a half-brother, very attached to pleasures, whom 
Vipasyin, tathagata, arhat, samyaksambuddha, had drawn out of the ocean of samsara and had made him leave the world 
(pravrajita) to place him happily in ultimate nirvana. At that time, the king of the land was called Yeou ts'in 
(Bandhumati): he governed his people justly; his estates were prosperous, opulent, abundant, happy and peaceful; there 
were no quarrels, no discord, no troubles, no misdeeds, no sickness; the buffalo, the cattle, the rice and the sugarcane 
were plentiful. But the half-brother of the king was very carried away by pleasure. Hearing that the Buddha and his 
community were staying in the Bandumati forest, the king ordered the princes, his relatives, his servants, ministers and 
ladies of the harem to go as a retinue to the Buddha. Prostrating at the feet of the Buddha, they withdrew and sat down at 
one side. But the king's brother, deep in his pleasures, did not want to go [with the others]. Then the ministers' sons and 
other friends went to him and said: "Good friend, don't you know that the king, the princes, the whole court, ministers and 
people have gone to the Buddha Vipasyin to pay their respects, and by hearing the precious Dharma, they have obtained 
excellent deliverance? The human condition is very rare, but now you have obtained it. Why do you want to give yourself 
up to your pleasures without wanting to free yourself?" Hearing these reproaches, the king's brother was filled with 
shame; bowing his head, he joined his companions and they went together. At that time, the bhiksu who was the Buddha's 
brother saw these friends who had gone together and asked them: "Gentlemen, why are you going with this man?" The 
friends gave the reason. The bhiksu said to them: "I am the Buddha's brother; once when I was living in the world 
( grhastu ), I also was very attached to pleasures; fortunately, the Great Teacher [my brother] forced me to abandon them 
and made me find peace ( ksema ) and ultimate nirvana. There are still such fools as I was [at one time]. These kind friends 
who are leading him away with them are really doing him a great service. You can go to the great Teacher who has no 
equal. When you are near him, have deep faith." The companions came to the Buddha who, considering their faculties 
and their earnestness, preached the Dharma to them. [The king's brother] arose from his seat and, throwing his upper 
garment over one shoulder ( ekdmsam uttarasahgam kftvd), he joined his palms to the Bhagavat (yena Bhagavdms 
tenahjalim pranamya) and said: "Bhagavat, I would like to invite the great teacher and his noble assembly to come 
tomorrow to take a bath in my pool." The Buddha accepted by way of silence, and the young man, having understood that 
the Buddha accepted, bowed down to the Buddha's feet, took his leave and went away. Then he went to [his brother] the 
king, paid his respects and said: "Great king, I have gone to the Buddha, I have heard the Dharma, I have faith and I feel 
disgust ( samvegacitta ) for pleasures. I have asked the Buddha and the samgha to come tomorrow to take a bath in the 
pool. The Tathagata, the great Teacher, has kindly accepted. The Buddha is entitled to the respect of gods and men; it 
would be fitting if the king would have the streets cleaned and the city decorated." The king said to himself: "The Buddha 
is going to come to the city; I should have it decorated. My brother's taste for pleasure is incorrigible; it is truly 
extraordinary ( adbhuta ) that the Buddha should have subdued it." [Addressing himself to his brother], he said: "Good, 
you may go and prepare the things necessary for the bath ( snanopakarana ); I will decorate the city in the best possible 
way." Very happy, the king's brother took his leave and went away. The king then said to his ministers: "Proclaim 
everywhere the following edict: Tomorrow the Bhagavat will be within our walls. All of you needy people and strangers 
must decorate the city, clean the streets and come before the Great Teacher with perfumes and flowers." The ministers 
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obeyed and had the royal edict proclaimed everywhere. At once, in the entire city, the crowd began to remove the dirt, 
spread perfumes, bum aromatics, hang banners and strew flowers; the city was like the pleasure palace ( nandanavana ) of 
Sakra, king of the gods. However, the king's brother had prepared hot water and perfumed oils, decorated the bath and set 
out beds. When the Buddha Vipasyin was about to enter the city, the ministers, the crown prince, the queen, the palace 
people, the courtesans and the citizens went out to meet him, prostrated at his feet and returned to the city following him. 
Then the king's brother led the Buddha into the bath filled with perfumed water. He saw that the Buddha's body was 
golden in color, adorned with the 32 major marks and the 80 minor marks ( anuvyanjana ); at this sight, he felt great joy 
and deep faith. When the bath was finished and the Buddha had put on his garments again, he prostrated at the feet pf the 
Bhagavat and made the following vow ( pranidhana ): "I have had the great good fortune today of meeting an eminent 
field of merit ( punyaksetra ) and rendering him a small service. In reward for this good action, I would like my body, in 
future lifetimes, to be golden in color like that of the Buddha. The Buddha has already drawn his own brother from the 
pleasures to which he had been attached and has placed him in safety and definitive nirvana. I would also like later to be 
the brother of a Buddha and have a golden colored body; and if I delight in luxuries, I would like the Buddha to force me 
to come out of the deep river of impure desire and lead me to nirvana and the safety of peace ( ksemapada). 

The Buddha added: Have no doubts, O bhiksu. He who was then the pleasure-loving briother of king Bandhuma is the 
present bhiksu Nanda. It is he who once invited the Buddha Vipasyin to take a perfumed bath in his bath-house and who, 
with pure heart, wished for the reward I have said. Today he is the Buddha's brother and has a body golden in color; as he 
delighted in pleasures, I have forced him to go forth, renounce desire and leave home to reach nirvana and the safety of 
peace. 

b. Then the bhiksus, having another doubt, asked the Bhagavat: "Bhadanta, what action did the bhiksu Nanda once 
perform to have his body now adorned with the thirty mahapurusalaksana? 

The Buddha said to the bhiksus: That is the result of actions that he accomplished.... (as above). Once in a village there 
was a rich sresthin who had many material goods, great wealth and vast and extensive possessions. He had a garden 
(udyana ) foil of flowers and fruits, with springs and pools, woods and hills, able to serve as shelter for monks. At that 
time, there were pratyekabuddhas who appeared in the world and settled in retreats out of compassion for beings; there 
was no Buddha in the world; these pratyekabuddhas were the only field of merit (punyaksetra ) at the time. One day a 
venerable pratyekabuddha, traveling among men, came to the village and, looking about the area, stopped in the garden. 
Seeing him, the gardener said: "Sugata, rest here from your weariness!" The venerable one settled in that place and during 
the night, entered into the concentration on fire ( tejahprabhasamadhi). Seeing this, the gardener said to himself: "This 
Bhadanta has accomplished extraordinary things." Then in the middle of the night, he went to his master and said: 
"Master, from now on you may rejoice. A Bhadanta has come to spend the night in your garden; he is endowed with 
marvelous powers and possesses the abhijnas; he emits great rays of light ( rasmi) that light up the whole garden." At 
these words, the sresthin hastily went to the garden and, prostrating at the feet of the venerable one, said to him: "Noble 
One, it is great happiness for me that you have come here to beg your food. Stay here in this garden; I will always give 
you your food." Seeing his enthusiasm, the pratyekabuddha accepted. He stayed in the garden where he penetrated the 
sublime concentrations and the bliss of deliverance ( vimoksasukha ). The he said to himself: "My rotting body has 
wandered [for a long time] in samsara; I have done what had to be done ( krtakrtya ), I must now enter nirvana and realize 
the unborn ( anutpada )." Having this thought, he rose up into the sky, entered into the concentration of the brilliance of 
fire ( tejahprabhasamadhi ) and manifested all the miracles ( pratiharya ); he sent forth great rays; in the upper part of his 
body he shone with reddish light; from the lower part of his body there flowed clear water. When he had rejected his 
body, he realized the unborn and nirvana without residue ( nirupadhisesanirvana). Then the sresthin took his corpse, 
cremated it with aromatics and extinguished the funeral pyre with creamy milk. He gathered the ashes, placed them in a 


241 



wherever he was bom, he always acquired great beauty. With this stock of merit (punyasesa ), he was 
reborn at Kapilavastu into the Sakya clan as younger brother [variant ti, preferable to ti tseu] to the 
Buddha. He possessed thirty marks of the Great Man and pure beauty. He went forth from home 
(pravrajita ) and became arhat. The Buddha has said that of his five hundred disciples, the bhiksu Nanda 
was foremost in beauty. These marks are thus easy to obtain ( sulabha ). Then why do you say that the 
Bodhisattva must 'plant' ( avaropayati) them during ninety-one kalpas while others obtain them in one 
single lifetime (janmanft That is a serious error. 

You [disciples of Katyayamputra] say: "In the course of the first asamkhyeyakalpa, the Bodhisattva does 
not know whether or not he will become Buddha. - In the course of the second asamkhyeyakalpa, he does 
indeed know that he will be Buddha, but does not dare to announce it. - At the end of the third 
asamkhyeyakalpa, he does indeed know that he will be Buddha and he announces it to men." Where did 
the Buddha say that? In what sutra did he teach that? Is it in the Three Baskets of the Listeners 
(sravakadharmatripitaka ), or is it in the sutras of the Greater Vehicle ( m a hay an as u tra) ? 

The disciples of Katyayamputra. - Although the Buddha did not say it in the Tripitaka, it is reasonable and 
plausible. Moreover, it is what the A p'i t'an pi p'o cha (Abhidharmavibhasa) teaches in the chapter on the 
Bodhisattva (Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 176, p. 886c). 


new urn, built a stupa and hung it with parasols ( chattra ). Filled with respectful faith, he anointed [the stupa] with thirty 
kinds of perfumed waters and made the vow ( pranidhana ) to seek the marks [of the Great Man], 

The Buddha added: "Have no doubts, O bhiksus. The sresthin is now Nanada. As a result of such faith and respect he has 
now acquired as reward the thirty marvellous marks.” 

c. Then the bhiksus had another doubt and asked the Bhagavat: "Bhadanta, what action did the bhiksu Nanda formerly 
perform in order that, in the case that he did not leave home (pravrajita) and reject pleasures, that he would definitely 
have played the part of a powerful cakravartin king? 

The Buddha said to the bhikshus: This is the result of actions that he accomplished, etc.... fas above) Once, during the 
good kalpa ( bhadrakalpa) when the human lifespan was 20,000 years, the Buddha Kasyapa appeared in the world. 
Endowed with ten appellations [tathagata, arhat, etc.], he was staying in Varanasi at Rsipatana, in the Mrgadava. At that 
time, the king of the city, Ki li chi (Krkin) governed the people justly as a great king of Dharma. The king had three sons, 
the oldest, the second and the youngest. When the Buddha Kasyapa had finished his ministry, he entered into nirvana like 
a flame which has been extinguished. The king took the Buddha's corpse, cremated it with aromatic sandalwood 
(i candana ), etc., and extinguished the funeral pyre with perfumed milk. He gathered the ashes ( sarTra ), placed them in a 
golden urn, erected a great stupa made of four jewels, one yojana long and wide and one-half yojana in height. At the 
time of circumambulation, the king's second son placed a parasol ( chattra ) on top. 

The Buddha added: Have no doubts, O bhiksus. He who was then the second son of the king is today Nanda. It was he 
who, out of respect, offered a parasol which he placed on the top of the stupa. As a reward for this good action, for 2500 
lifetimes he has been a powerful cakravartin king, reigning over one continent ( dvipaka ) and in this actual lifetime, if he 
had not left home (pravrajita ), he would also have been a powerful king with the wheel and would have acquired great 
sovereignty (aisvarya). 
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The Mahayanists. - From the first production of the mind of bodhi (prathamacittotpdda ), the Bodhisattva 
knows that he will be Buddha. Thus, when the [92b] bodhisattva A tcho lo (Acala)49^ in the presence of 
the Buddha Tch'ang cheou (DIrghapani?), first produced the mind [of bodhi], he attained the diamond seat 
(vajrdsana) and immediately acquired buddhahood; errors ( vipaiydsa ) and impure thoughts 
(i avisuddhacitta ) do not arise in him. The four bodhisattvas of the Cheou leng yen san mei 
(Suramgamasamadhi) received the prophecy ( vydkarana ): the first received the prophecy without having 
produced the thought of bodhi; the second received the prophecy at the moment when he was about to 
produce the thought of bodhi; before the third one recieved it, the others all knew [that he would be 
Buddha], but he himself did not know it; before the fourth one received it, the others and he himself knew 
it. Then why do you say that in the course of the second asamkhyeyakalpa the Bodhisattva knows the 
prophecy but does not dare to proclaim [that he will be Buddha]? - Besides, the Buddha has said that for 
innumerable kalpas the Bodhisattva realizes the qualities ( guna ) in order to save beings. In these 
conditions, why do you speak of [only] three asamkhyeyakalpas, which are finite and limited? 

The disciples of Katyayanlputra. - Although it is a matter [of these numberless asamkhyeyas] in the 
Mahayanasutras, we do not believe in them entirely. 

The Mahayanists. - That is a grave error, for [the Mahayanasutras] are the true Buddhadharma 
(saddharma ) coming from the very mouth ( kanthokta ) of the Buddha. You cannot reject them. Moreover, 
you derive your orgin from the Mali ay an a;^^ | low can y 0U sa y that you do not entirely believe it? 

You [disciples of Katyayanlputra] also say: "The Bodhisattva accomplishes the actions producing the 
thirty-two marks in the desire realm ( kdmadhdtu ) and not in the realm of form ( rupadhdtu ) or in the 
formless realm (arupyadhatu)." [Without a doubt], in the arupyadhatu there is neither body ( kdya ) nor form 
(rupa) and, as these thirty-two marks are bodily adornments, it is not possible to accomplish the actions 
that produce them in the arupyadhatu. But why could they not be accomplished in the rupadhatu? In the 


49? Acala, or Acalanatha, is well-known in Vajrayana Buddhism and the Shingon sect; he is one of the five vidyarajas, 
protectors of the Dhanna. He is closely connected to Vairocana and Prajnaparamita with whom he forms a trinity. He is 
shown bearing a sword and surrounded by flames. Cf. Griinwedel, Mythologie d. Buddh., p. 162; W. Dc Visser, Ancient 
Buddhism in Japan, Leiden, 1935, p. 144 sq.; Glasenapp, Buddh. Mysterien , p. 80, 84, 98. 

498 Historically the Greater Vehicle is later than the Lesser Vehicle but its practitioners often claim an origin at least as 
old for it. The well-known stanza ciddv avydkarandt of the Sutrala a kara, ed. Levi, p. 3, repeated in Siddhi, p. 176, affirms 
that the Greater Vehicle is the authentic 'word of the Buddha' because "from its beginning, it coexists in the Lesser 
Vehicle (samapravrtteh)" , and the commentary explains: samakalam ca Sravakayanena Mahayanasya pravrttir 
upalabhyate na pascat. - According to some Mahayanists, the scriptures of the Greater Vehicle, like those of the Lesser 
Vehicle, must have been compiled after the Buddha's death, and the Mpps, k. 100, p. 756b, seems to confirm them: 
"There are those who say: Whereas Mahakasayapa, at the head of the bhiksus, compiled the Tripitaka on 
Grdhrakutaparvata immediately after the Buddha's nirvana, the great bodhisattvas, ManjusrI, Maitreya, etc., taking 
Ananda with them, compiled the Mahayana. Ananda knew how to measure the extent of the aspirations and conduct of 
beings; that is why he did not preach the Mahayana to the sravakas [whom he judged to be unable to understand this 
teaching]." For this compilation of the Greater Vehicle which took place on Mount Vimalasvabhava, south of Rajagrha, 
see also the quotations gathered by Bu ston, II, p. 101. 
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rupadhatu there are the great Brahmarajas who usually invite the Buddhas to turn the wheel of the Dharma 
(i dharmacakra ). Wise and pure, they are capable of seeking Buddhahood. Why do they not accomplish the 
actions producing the thrity-two marks? 

You also say: "The Bodhisattva accomplishes these actions in his human births ( manusyagati ) and not in 
the other destinies." But he can accomplish them equally in animal or other destinies. Thus So k'ie ton long 
wang (read So k'ie [lo] long wang ton = Sagaranagarajaduhita), the daughter of Sagara, king of the nagas, 
is a bodhisattva of the tenth level ( dasamci bhumi);^9 the naga king A na p'o ta to (Anavataptanagaraja) is 
a seventh-level bodhisattva ( saptamd bhumi )^ , and the king of the asuras, Lo heou (Rahu) is also a great 


499 Saddharmapundarlka, p. 263-265 (tr. Burnouf, Lotus, p. 160-162; Kern, p. 251-253). - Although female and only 
eight years of age, the daughter of Sagara, king of the nagas, had acquired anuttarasamyaksambodhi, which consitutes the 
state of Buddha. As the bodhisattva Prajnakuta and Sariputra refused to believe that a woman could attain this high rank, 
she suppressed the signs indicating her sex in herself, showed herself endowed with male organs and transformed herself 
into a bodhisattva who went to the south. In this part of space there was the universe Vimala; there, seated near the trunk 
of a bodlii tree made of the seven precious substances, this bodhisattva appeared in the condition of perfectly 
accomplished Buddha, bearing the thirty-two marks of the Great Man, having the body adorned with all the secondary 
marks, emitting light which spead in the ten directions and teaching the Dharma. 

Here is the Sanskrit text of this passage: Sagaranagarajaduhita... tat strmdriyam anatarhitam purusendriyam... spjutitva 
dharmaadesanam kurvanam. - According to the previous indications, the Mpps is quite correct in making the daughter of 
Sagara a tenth level bodhisattva, the ultimate stage of the career of the Bodhisattva and immediately preceding the 
attainment of Buddhahood. 

In telling the story of Sagara's daughter, the Mpps is referring to the Saddharmapundarlka; Kumarajlva, the translator of 
the Mpps, therefore was familiar with this story. This is worthy of note, for the passage referring to Sagara's daughter was 
originally missing from the translation of the Sdhp made by Kumarajlva in 406; it was inserted only later, in the time of 
the Souei, in the form of a special chapter entitled Devadatta (cf. T 262, k. 4, p. 34b-35c). A tradition claims that the 
chapter originally appeared in Kumarajlva's version, but was removed at Th'ang-ngan. However that may be, the 
Devadatta chapter is old since its contents appeared as early as 286 AD in Dharmaraksa's translation of the Sdgp (cf. T 
263, k. 6) and was circulated at the end of the 5th century in Serindia and China independently of the rest of the Sdhp. On 
this question, see the P. Dcmieville's note in Bibliographie Bouddhique , VII-VIII, 1937, p. 95-96 on the work of K. Fuse 
(in Japanese). 

500 yjj e Mppj w iU return to this individual later (k. 30, p. 344a): Among the beings immersed in the animal destinies, 
some do and others do not obtain Buddhahood; thus Anavataptanagaraja, Sagaranagaraja, etc., obtain Buddhahood. - 
Anavatapta is one of the eight great naga-kings; he lives in the Anavatapta pool from which flow the four great rivers of 
the world (see below, k. 7, p. 114a; k. 8, p. 116a). According to the Tch'ang a han, T 1, k. 18, p.l 17a, he does not have the 
three misfortunes of the other three dragon-kings, which are: i) wind and hot sand bum their skin and bones; ii) a violent 
wind blows in their palace and uncovers it; iii) the garuda bird torments them in the midst of their play. According to the 
Jou lai hing hien king, T 291, k. 2, p. 602c, the rains that emanate from his body make Jambudvlpa fertile. - For more 
details, see Hobogirin, Anokudatsu, p. 33. - Whereas the Mpps makes Anavatapta a bodhisattva of the seventh level, 
Hiuan tsang (Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 1, p. 869b) claims that he was a bodhisattva of the eighth level before taking on the fonn 
of a naga. 
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bodhisattva.501 Why do you say that the Bodhisattva cannot accomplish the actions producing the thirty- 
two marks in destinies other [than the human destiny]? 

You also say: "The Bodhisattva accomplishes them in the human destiny and in Jambudvipa." It is 
reasonable to say that he cannot accomplish them in Yu tan lo (Uttarakuru), for there men are without 
individuality (?) (F: personnalite), attached to pleasure ( rakta ) and without sharp faculties ( tiksnendriya ). 
But why could they not accomplish them in the other two continents, K'iu t'o ni (GodanTya) and Foup'o t'l 
(Purvavideha) where merit (punya ), wisdom ( prajnd ) and duration of life ( dyus ) are much greater than in 

Jambudvlpa?502 

You also say: "A volition ( cetand ) is necessary to accomplish each mark." But in the time of a finger snap, 
the mind ( citta ) arises and ceases sixteen times; in one thought, there is neither duration ( sthiti ) nor parts 
(vibhdga);$Q3 how could it accomplish a mark of the Great Man? [On the other hand], a mark of the Great 
Man cannot do without a mind for its accomplishment. Therefore [only] the [92c] coming together of many 
volitions ( bahucetandsamyoga) can accomplish one single mark. In the same way, in order to carry a heavy 
load, one single man is not enough; the united strength of several men is necessary. Similarly, in order to 
accomplish a mark, a great mind is necessary and to this effect, the joining of many volitions is 
indispensible. Therefore it is called 'the mark of one hundred merits' ( satapunyalaksana ). It is impossible 
that a single volition could accomplish a determined mark. If other things cannot be accomplished by a 
single volition, what can be said of the mark of one hundred merits? 

Why do you say that the mind of the Bodhisattva Sakyamuni was impure whereas that of his disciples was 
pure, that the mind of Bodhisattva Maitreya was impure whereas that of his disciples was pure? Where was 
that said? We cannot find anything like that in the Tripitaka or in the Mahayana. This statement is your 
imagination. You believe that only the Bodhisattva Sakyamuni saw the Buddha Pusya in his cave of 
precious stones and praised him with one single stanza for seven days and seven nights. But the 
Bodhisattva Maitreya also praised the Buddha Pusya in every way. The A po t'o na king (Avadanasiitra or 
the Avadanasataka) is the only one that does not say anything about it. If you do not know that, that is not a 
sufficient reason. Then you add that the mind of Maitreya's disciples was pure; that is a complete 
contradiction. 


501 Rahu, personification of the eclipse, appears in two well-known suttas in the Samyutta, the Candimasutta and the 
Suriyasutta, which the Mpps will reproduce later (k. 20, p. 136b). The palace of Rahu is described in the Tch'ang a han, T 

I, k. 20, p. 129b. - Rahu has a city called Kouang ming, four parks, four wives called Jou ying 'Shadow’, Tchou hieing 
'Perfume', Miao tin 'Marvelous Forest' and Cheng to 'Eminent Virtue'; his lifespan is 5,000 years where each day equals 
500 human years (Hobogirin, Ashura, p. 42). 

502 xijggg f our continents are described in Kosa, III, p. 145. 

503 Sixteen mind moments arise and cease in the time that a material dharma lasts. "It is better to consider as a self this 
body made up of the four great elements rather than the mind. We see that this body lasts one year ... one hundred years 
and more. But that which bears the name of mind (citta), spirit ( manas ), consciousness ( vijnana ) by day and by night is 
bom as one and dies as another. In the same way that a monkey grasps one branch, lets it go, takes another...." (Samyutta, 

II, p. 94-95: Tsa a han, T 99, k. 12, p. 81c). - "Like a mountain river..., there is no khana, laya, muhutta where it rests, but 
it flows on...; the life of men is short...That which arises cannot cease." (Anguttara, IV, p. 137). 
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2. The six virtues 


You say: “[By the virtue of generosity], the Bodhisattva gives everything without feeling regret, like king 
Sibi who, to save the pigeon, gave his flesh to the falcon without feeling any regret." To give wealth 
( amisadana ) is a lesser gift ( hmadana ); to give one's body ( kdyaddna) is a middling gift ( madhyadana ); to 
give anything whatsoever, provided that the mind is detached ( nihsahga ) is the highest gift ( agraddna 
[By telling the story of the gift of the body by king Sibi], why do you praise the middling gift as if it were 
the complete perfection of the virtue of generosity ( ddnapdramitaparipuri )? 

Although its intention ( citta ) may be lofty and full of loving kindness ( maitri ) and compassion (koruna), 
this [middling] generosity may or may not involve wisdom (prajna). [King Sibi] is like a man who would 
sacrifice his body for his parents, his family or his teacher. Since he knows that he is sacrificing his life for 
a pigeon, his generosity is middling. 

[The disciples of Katyayamputra], - The Bodhisattva [sacrifices himself] for all beings, for his parents, for 
his teacher, or for all people. This is why [if we accept your definition of highest generosity where 
detachment plays the essential part], the gift of the body will [never] constitute the complete virtue of 
generosity. 

[The Mahayanists]. - Although he sacrifices himself for all beings, his mind {citta) is impure ( avisuddha ), 
for he does not know that he himself is non-existent ( andtmaka ); he does not know that the one who 
receives his gift (pratigrdhaka) is not a person, is not his teacher; he does not know that the thing given by 
him ( deyadravya ) is in reality neither the same as {eka) or different {anya) from him. Since his mind {citta) 
is attached {sakta) to the three concepts [of donor, recipient and thing given], it is impure {avisuddha). It is 
in this world {lokadhdtu) that he will receive the reward of his merit {punyavipdka ); he will not be able to 
go directly to Buddhahood. Thus it is said in the Prajnaparamita that the three things [donor, recipient and 
the thing given] are non-existent (amipalcibdhcift^ and that he should not be attached to them. 

This is applied to the virtue of generosity but it is valid also [for the other virtues] up to and including the 
virtue of wisdom. [According to the disciples of Katyayamputra], to divide the great earth, the cities, towns 
and villages and to make seven parts of it is the perfection of the virtue of wisdom [93a] 
( prajndpdramitdparipuri ). But the virtue of wisdom is immense {apramana) and infinite {ananta) like the 
water of the ocean. To divide the earth is only ordinary mathematics ( ganana ); it is a modest part 
(hinabhaga) of conventional wisdom {samvrtiprajnd), like one or two drops of water {bindu) in the ocean. 


504 -pjjg highest generosity which constitutes, properly speaking, the virtue of generosity ( danapdramita) rests in essence 
on knowledge free of concept ( nirvikalpakapdramitci) which makes it triply pure ( Irimandalaparisuddha ); it consists of 
making no distinction between the thing given {deya), the donor ( dayaka) and the recipient (pratigrdhaka ). Cf. 
Pancavimshati, p. 264; Satasahasrika, p. 92; Bodhicaryavatara, IX, st. 168; Panjika, p. 604; Uttaratantra, p. 120, 254; 
Samgraha, p. 185, 225; Siddhi, p. 629 n. 

505 Qf Pancavimsati, p. 264: tatra katamd lokottard danapdramita? .... tadvipdkam ca nopalabhate. - Cf. Satasahasrika, 
p. 92. 
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The true prajnaparamita is called the 'mother of the Buddhas' ( buddhamdtri ) of the three times ( tryadhvan ); 
it reveals the true nature of all dharmas ( sarvadharmasatyalaksana). This prajnaparamita has no point of 
coming or point of going; it is like a magic show (mayo), an echo ( pratisrutka ), the moon reflected in water 
(udakacandra ) which one sees and which immediately disappears. Out of compassion and, although this 
wisdom has but a single nature ( ekalaksana ), the aryas define it using all kinds of conventional expressions 
(namasamketa ) as being the precious treasure of the wisdom of the Buddhas ( buddhaprajndratnakosa ). 
You are speaking grave errors. 


3. The time of appearance of the Buddhas 

You speak of the four examinations ( vilokana ) made by the Bodhisattva: 1) examination of time 
(kdlavilokana), 2) examination of place ( desavilokana ), 3) examination of clan ( kulavilokana ), 4) 
examination of mother ( upapattisthdnavilokana ). You add that that the Buddha appears in the world 
( prddurbhavati) when the human lifespan ( dyus ) is 80,000, 70,000, 60,000, 50,000, 40,000, 30,000, 
20,000, 100 years. - But if the Buddhas always have compassion ( anukampa ) for beings, why do they 
appear only at these eight times and not at others? Just as a good medicine ( osadhi) once swallowed, cures 
the sickness (v yddhi), so the Buddhadarma does not depend on time. 

[The disciples of Katyayamputra], - Although the Bodhisattva has compassion for beings and although the 
Buddhas do not depend on time, when the lifespan surpasses 80,000 years, long-lived people ( dfrghdyus) 
revel in pleasures ( sukha ); their fetters, lust, desire, etc. ( rdgatrsnddisamyojana ) are heavy ( sthula ) and 
their faculties are weak ( mrdvindriya ). This is not the time to convert them. On the other hand, when the 
lifespan is less than 199 years, people have a short life ( alpdyus ) and are overcome with suffering 
( duhkha ): their fetters, hatred, etc. ( dvesddisamyojana ) are thick (sthula). This period of pleasure [when the 
lifespan is more than 80,000 years] and this period of suffering [when it is less than 199 years] are not 
times favorable to finding the Path ( mdrgaldbha ). This is why tha Buddhas do not appear [at those times]. 

[The Mahayanists], - 1. The lifespan of the gods is more than 10,000 years; that is because of their previous 
life ( purvajanma ). Although they have plenty of pleasures (sukha) and their sensual desires (ragatrsna) are 
heavy (sthula), they are able to find the Path (mdrga). What could be said then of people who are not 
happy and whose thirty-two impurities are easily corrected, [except that they find the Path even more easily 
than the gods]? This is why, even when the human lifespan is greater than 80,000 years, the Buddhas must 
appear in the world. At this time, people are not sick and their minds are joyful; consequently, their 
faculties are keen (tfksnendriya) and they are virtuous. As a result of their virtues and their keen faculties, 
they can easily find the Path. 

2. Furthermore, under the Buddha Che tseu kou yin wang (Simhadundubhisvararaja), the human lifespan is 
100,000 years; under the Buddha Ming wang (Alokaraja), it is 700 asamkhyeyakalpas; under the Buddha A 
mi t'o (Amitabha), it lasts innumerable asamkhyeyakalpas. How can you say that the Buddhas do not 
appear when the human lifespan is longer than 80,000 years? 

[93b] [The disciples of Katyayamputra]. - These teachings are in the Mahayanasutras, but in our system it 
is not a question of the Buddhas of the ten directions (dasadigbuddha) but only of the one hundred 
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Buddhas of the past ( atitabuddha ), Sakyamuni, K'iu tch'en jo (Krakucchanda), etc., and the five hundred 
Buddhas of the future ( andgatabuddha ), Maitreya, etc.506 

[The Mahayanists]. - In the Mahayanasutras, we speak of the Buddhas of the three times ( tryadhvan ) and 
the ten directions ( dasadis ) for various reasons. In the universes ( lokadhdtu ) of the ten directions, all the 
torments rage: old age {jam ), sickness (y yadhi) and death ( marana ), lust, ( rdga ), hatred ( dvesa ) and 
delusion (moha), etc.; this is why the Buddhas must appear in these regions. It is said in a sutra: "If old age, 
sickness, death and the afflictions (klesa) did not exist, the Buddhas would not appear."507 Furthermore, 
wherever there are many illnesses (v yddhita), there should be many physicians {vaidya). 

In one of your Sravaka texts, the Tch'ang a ban (Dlrghagama), king P'i cha men (Vaisravana) addresses 
the following stanza to the Buddha: 

I bow before the Buddhas, past, future and present; 

I take refuge ( sarana ) in the Buddha Sakyamuni.5®^ 

506 p or t p e num ber and names of the past and future Buddhas, refer to Malalasekera, II, p. 295 and Hobogirin, Butsu, p. 
195-197. 

507 Qf Aiiguttara, V, p. 144: Tayo bhikkhave dhammd loke na samvijjeyyum . Jdti ca jam ca marmanan ca. 

508 jpg same passage of the Dlrghagama will be cited later at k. 9, p. 126a: 

In the Dlrghagama, a sutra says: There was a king of the asuras, gauardian of the northern region; along with many 
hundreds of Loft's of asuras, he went to the Buddha during the last watch of the night and, having prostrated to the 
Buddha, he sat down at one side; emitting pure light, he illumined the entire Jetavana with a great light. Joining his palms 
together, he praised the Buddha with these two stanzas: 

Great hero, I take refuge in you! 

Buddha, the greatest among those who walk on two feet. 

What you know by means of your wisdom-eye 
The gods are unable to understand. 

Whether they are past, future or present, 

I bow before all the Buddhas. 

Thus today taking refuge in the Buddha, 

I also pay homage to the Buddhas of the three times." 

This passage is the beginning of the Atanatikasutra of which two versions exist. The first has a proof: 1) the Sanskrit text 
found in central Asia and published by H. Hoffmann, Bruchstiicke des Atanatikasutra , Leipzig, 1939, p. 33; 2) the 
Chinese translation by Fa hien, entitled P'i cha men t'ien sang king, T 1245, p. 217a; 3) the Tibetan translation of the 
Bkah hgyur, entitled Kun tu rgyu ba dan kun tu rgyu ba ma yin pa dan htun pain mdo (cf. Csoma-Feer, p. 327). In this 
version, the sutra takes place in SravastI in the Jetavana, and Vaisravana addresses two stanzas to the Buddha. - The 
second version has as proof: 1) the Pali Atanatiyasuttanata of the DIghanikaya, III, p. 194; 2) the Tibetan translation of 
the Bhah hgyur, entitled Lean lo can gyi pho bran gi mdo (cf. Csoma-Feer, p. 288). In this second version, the sutra is 
located at Rajagrha on Grdhrakutaparvata, and Vaisravana does not address any stanzas to the Buddha. 

The extracts given here by the Mpps are taken from the first version. To be convinced of this, a glance at the Sanskrit text 
published by Hoffmann, l.c., p. 33 is sufficient: 

evam maya srutam. ekasamayam bhagavdm srdvastydm viharati sma jetavane .... velayam gdthdm babhase, 
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In this sutra of yours, it is said that the king bows down before the Buddhas of the past ( atita ), the future 
(. anagata ) and the present ( pratyutpanna ) and that he takes refuge in Buddha Sakyamuni. Thus we know 
that, in the present, there Buddhas other [than Sakyamuni]. If the other Buddhas did not exist, why would 
the king first bow down to the Buddhas of the three times, then afterwards take refuge specially ( prthak ) in 
Sakyamuni? This king had not yet renounced all desire ( avftardga ), but he was at the side of Sakyamuni 
and, as a result of the affection and respect he had for him, he took refuge in him. As for the other 
Buddhas, he bowed down before them. 


4. Place of appearance of the Buddhas 

[The disciples of Katyayanlputra], - The Buddha said: "Two Buddhas do not appear simultaneously in the 
same world (ekasmin lokadhatu), just as two cakravartin kings do not appear simultaneously in the same 
world."^9 Therefore it is wrong that presently there are other Buddhas [than Sakyamuni]. 


nam'astu te mahavira.... 
tvdm cahamsaranam gatahll 

Instead of indicating the title of the sutra, the Mpps, citing this passage twice, refers only to the collection, the 
Dirghagama. The Dirghagama which it uses is not the Pali DTghanikaya of the Theravadin-Vibhajjavadins since the 
Atanatikasuttanata found there does not contain the stanzas spoken by Vaisravana in honor of the Buddha. Neither is it 
the Dirghagama translated into Chinese about 412-413 by Buddhayasas under the name Tch'ang a han (T 1) and which 
actually belongs to the Dharmaguptas (cf. the arguments of Watanabe, Przyluski and Waldschmidt, Bruchstiicke buddh. 
Sutras, Lepzig, 1932, p. 229); indeed, this collection does not contain the Atdnatikasutra. 

We have noticed several times already that the Mpps, citing 'the Vinaya' without any more precision, almost always is 
referring to the Che song liu (T 1435), the Sarvastivadin Vinaya. We may therefore assume that the Dirghagama which is 
being used here also belongs to the Sarvastivadin school. The Sarvastivadins had a collection of eighteen 'great sutras' of 
which the sixth, the A t'cha na kien (in the Ts'in language: 'Sutra of the council of the demonic spirits') is none other than 
the Atdnatikasutra (cf. Che song liu, T 1435, k. 24, p. 174b; translation in S. Levi, Sur la recitation primitive des textes 
bouddhiques, JA, May-June 1915, p. 419). Four of these 'great sutras' have been found at Chotscho in central Asia, in a 
small anthology of sutras ed. by E. Waldschmidt, Bruchstiicke buddh. Sutras, Leipzig, 1932: these are the Mahdiniddina, 
the Sakraprasna, the Bimbasdra and the Mahasamdjasutra. This anthology is indisputably of SarvaOtivadin provenance 
(cf. Waldschmidt, p. 228). 

509 a phrase which the Mpps will return to later, (k. 9, p. 125a) which is found in several sutras. 

a) In Pali, e.g., in Anguttara, I p. 27-28: Atthdnam etam bhikkhave anavakaso yam .... acarimam uppajjeyyum n'etam 
thdnam vijjatti. 

b) In Sanskrit, e.g., in Kosavyakhya, p. 338: Asthanam anavakaso yad apurvacaramau dvau tathagatau loka 
utpadyayeyatdm. 

c ) In mixed Sanskrit, e.g., in Mahavastu, III, p. 199: Asthanam khalv etam anavakdsam .... loke utpadyensuh. 

We know from the Kosavyakya that asthanam refers to the present and anavakdsah to the future. Thus it may be 
translated: "It is impossible that in the present, in the future, two Tathagatas appear in the same world without one 
preceding and the other following." 

The phrase appears in many sutras, e.g., DTgha, II, p. 225; III, p. 114; Majjhima, III, p. 65; Anguttara, I, p. 27; Milinda, p. 
236; Mahavastu, III, p. 199; Tch'ang a han, T 1, k. 5, p. 31a; k. 12, p. 79a; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 47, p. 724a. - The great 
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[The Mahayanists]. - 1. No doubt the Buddha said that; but you misunderstand the meaning of his words. 
The Buddha means that two Buddhas do not appear simultaneously in the same 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu (or trichiliomegachiliocosm); he does not say that in the universes of the 
ten directions ( dasadiglokadhatu ) there are not actually [several] Buddhas. Thus, two cakravartin kings do 
not appear simultaneously in the same caturdvlpika (or universe of four continents), for these very 
powerful beings have no rival in their domain. Consequently, in one caturdvlpaka there is one single 
cakravartin only. In the same way, two Buddhas do not appear simultaneously in one single 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu. Here the sutra puts the Buddhas and the cakravartin kings on the same 
level. If you believe that there are [other] cakravartins in the other caturdvlpakas, why do you not believe 
that there are [other] Buddhas in the other trisahasramahasahasralokadhatus?510 

2. Furthermore, one single Buddha cannot save all beings. If one single Buddha could save all beings, there 
would be no need for other Buddhas and only one single Buddha would appear. But the qualities of the 
Buddhas ( buddhadharma ), who save beings to be converted ( vaineya ), perish as soon as they arise 
(jatamatra nirudhyante ) like the flame that is extinguished when the candle is used up; indeed, conditioned 
dharmas ( samskrtadharma ) are transitory ( anitya) and empty of self nature ( svabhavashunya ). Thus, in the 
present, there must be yet other Buddhas.^ ' ' 

[93c] 3. Finally, beings are numberless and suffering ( duhkha ) is immense. This is why there must be 
magnanimous bodhisattvas and numberless Buddhas who appear in the world to save beings. 

[The disciples of Katyayanlputra]. - It is said in the sutra that the Buddha appears from age to age after a 
number of years as immense as the flower of the Ngeou t'an p'o lo (Udumbara) tree which appears once at 
regular times.^ 12 If the ten directions were full of Buddhas, the Buddha would appear easily, he could 
easily be found and we would not say that it is difficult to meet him. 


treatises have tried to interpret it: see, e.g., Kosa, III, p. 198-201; Bodh. bhumi, p. 92; Madhyantavibhanga, p. 152; and 
especially Samgraha, p. 332-333, 338. 

The interpretation given here by the Mahayanists is recorded in the Madhyantavibhanga, p. 152: tathagatayos 
cakravartinos .... api caturdvlpaka evety apcire. - Tr. : "The [sutra] says that two Tathagatas and two cakravartins do not 
arise [simultaneously in the same world}. According to some, the world in question is a trichiliomegachiliocosm if it 
concerns Tathagatas, but a universe-of-four-continents if it concerns the cakravartins. According to others, in both cases it 
is a matter of a universe-of-four-contintents." The Kosavyakhya, p. 338, also mentions this two-fold explanation: "What 
should be understood by 'this same world? By 'this same world' one should understand either one single caturdvlpaka or 
one single trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu." 

511 In several places (p. 272-273, 284, 328-329), the Samgraha shows how there must be one and many Buddhas at the 
same time. 

The post-canonical texts repeat ad nauseam that the appearance of a Buddha is as rare as the appearance of a flower 
on the Udumbara tree ( Ficus glomercita) which bears fruit but does not have visible flowers: - Lalitavistara, p. 105: 
tadyathd audumbarapuspam . loke utpadyante. 

Tr. "Just as the Udumbara flower very rarely appears in the world, in the same way very rarely, in the course of many 
nayutas of kotis of kalpas, do the Buddha Bhagavats appear in the world." - Sukhavatlvyuha, v. 2: 
tadyathaudumbarapuspanam loke .... sudurlabhah pradurbhavah. Tr. "Just as, in the world, the appearance of the 
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[The Mahayanists]. - No! It is in one single mahasahasralokadhatu that the Buddha usually appears after an 
immense number of years. It is not a question of the ten directions. Because sinners do not know how to 
honor him and do not seek the Path (marga), we say that the Buddha appears from age to age after an 
immense number of years. Moreover, as punishment for their sins ( dpattipdka ), these beings fall into the 
evil destinies ( durgati ) where, for innumerable kalpas, they do not even hear the name of Buddha 
pronounced and still less see one. Due to these people, the appearance of the Buddha is said to be rare. 

[The disciples of Katyayanlputra]. - If there really are numerous Buddhas and bodhisattvas in the ten 
directions, why do they not come to save all beings from sin ( apatti ) and suffering (, duhkha )? 


Udumbara flowers is very rare, in the same way the appearance of the Tathagatas who desire the interest, who desire the 
good, who are foil of compassion, is very rare." Saddharmapundarika, p. 39: tadyathapi nama udumbarapuspam ... 
dharmadesanam kcithayati. Tr. "Just as the Udumbara flower appears only at certain times and in certain places, so are the 
times and places rare where the Tathagata teaches the Dharma." - Sutralamkara, tr. Huber, p. 396: "The Buddha is like the 
Udumbara flower wich is very hard to find." - The Mpps will return twice to this comparison at k. 9, p. 125c. 

By glancing at these post-canonical and late works, many other examples of this comparison may be found. On the other 
hand, it does not occur in the Pali suttas. Moreover, the Mpps is explicit: "It is said, in the sutra, that the Buddha appears 
from age to age like the Udumbara flower." Having found nothing comparable in the Pali canon, I [Lamotte] have turned 
my search towards the fragments of Sanskrit sutras discovered in central Asia where the Sarvastivadin influence was 
dominant. Here the comparison in question has been found in a fragment of the Mahaparinirvanasutra, published by E. 
Waldschmidt, in his Beitrage zur Textgeschichte des Mahaparinirvanasutra, Nachrichten v. d. gesell. der Wissens. zu 
Gottingen, Philol. Hist. Klasse, Band II, Nr. 3, 1939, p. 58 as note. In the Pali Mahaparinibbanasuttanta (DIgha, II, p. 155- 
156), the last moments of the Buddha are described in the following way: The Buddha asked the monks if they have any 
doubts concerning the Buddha, the Dharma and the Samgha; on Ananda's negative relply, he answered: Now, O monks, I 
have just this to say: All that is composite will decay; work tirelessly. These were the last words of the Tathagata. - But 
the fragment of the Mahaparinirvanasutra in Sanskrit is more detailed. Having reported the negative reponse of Ananda, 
the text continues: atha bhagavan uttarasahgam ekante vivrtya .... tatra tathdgatasya pascima vaca, Tr. "Then the 
Bhagavat lifted his undergarment on one side and said to the monks: Look, O monks, at the body of the Tathagata. Look 
well, O monks, at the body of the Tathagata. Why? The Tathagatas, saints, the perfectly enlightened ones, are as rarely 
seen as an Udumbara flower. Well then, O monks, be tranquil! Everything compounded is perishable. Those were the last 
words of the Tathagata." 

The Mpps is therefore quite right when it tells us that the comparison with the Udumbara flower occurs ‘in a sutra’. As E. 
Waldschmidt comments, it also occurs in the Chinese versions of the Mahaparinirvanasutra: 

T 1, k. 4, p. 26b: "The Tathagatas appear in the world from age to age like the Udumbara flower which appears once in an 
epoch." 

T 6, k. 2, p. 188b: "Usually it is difficult to meet a Buddha. There is on earth an Udumbara tree which does not flower but 
which bears fruit; if it produces a flower, then there is a Buddha in the world." 

T 5, k. 2, p. 172c: "In Jambudvlpa there is a venerable king of the trees called Udumbara; it has fruits but no flowers. 
When it has flowers, then there is a Buddha in the world." 

Previously we have seen that the flower of the Udumbara that grew north of Lake MandakinI blossomed at the same time 
as the Buddha Sakyamuni and died at the same time he did. 
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[The Mahayanists]. - These beings [have accumulated] faults ( dpatti ) and very serious taints (mala) for 
innumerable asamkhyeyakalpas. Although they have accrued all sorts of other merits ( punya ), they do not 
possess the qualities ( guna ) required to see a Buddha. Thus they do not see any. Some stanzas say: 

When the reward for merits is far off. 

When sins ( dpatti) are not erased, 

For that time, one cannot see 

The Bhadanta, the man endowed with power. 

Among the arya bhadanta (i.e., the Buddhas) 

Their intentions are unchangeable: 

Out of loving kindness (: maitri ) and compassion (anukampa) for all men, 

They want to save them at all times. 

But it is necessary that the merits (punya ) of beings be ripe, 

That their wisdom ( prajnd ) and their faculties (indriya) be keen, 

That they thus fulfill the conditions of salvation 
In order they may then attain deliverance. 

In the same way that the great naga king 
Makes the rain fall in accordance with wishes, 

So it is in accordance with his former actions, sins or merits 
That each man is recompensed 

[The disciples of Katyayanlputra]: [According to you], the Buddha is able to save men full of merits 
(punya) and endowed with wisdom (prajnd) but does not save men deprived of merits and wisdom. If that 
is so, men full of merits and endowed with wisdom do not derive their salvation from the Buddha. 

[The Mahayanists]: These merits and this wisdom do indeed derive their origin from the Buddha. If the 
Buddha did not appear in the world, the bodhisattvas would teach as Path (mdrga) the ten good causes 
(dasakusalaniddna)-’ ' 3 the four limitless ones (catvary apramdndni )514 an( j the various causes and 
conditions (hetupratyaya) that assure the retribution of sins and merits (dpattipunyavipdka) in the course of 
rebirths (punarbhava). If there were no Bodhisattva, this is the admonition found in all kinds of sutras: 
"The person who practices this doctrine carries out meritorious actions." 


The ten wholesome paths of action ( kusalakarmapatha) will be described below, k. 8, p. 120b. 

514 Loving kindness (maitri), compassion (karma), joy (mudita) and equanimity (upeksa). See bibliography in Samgraha 
p. 52. 


252 



Furthermore, whatever the merits ( punya ) and the wisdom ( prajna ) of men, [94a] if the Buddha did not 
appear in the world, men would receive their reward ( vipdka ) in this world but they would not be able to 
find the Path ( mdrga ). [On the other hand], if the Buddha appears in this world, men find the Path and this 
is a great benefit. Thus, although a person has eyes, he sees nothing if the sun (surya) does not rise; light is 
necessary so that he can see something. However, he cannot say: "I have eyes; of what use are they to me?" 
The Buddha has said: "Two causes, two conditions give rise to right vision: 1) hearing the Dharma from 
another's mouth; 2) reflecting properly oneself. "5 15 Thanks to these merits, a man can be assured of a 
wholesome mind ( kusalacitta ), sharp faculties ( tiksnendriya ) and wisdom {prajna ) and thus reflect 
correctly. This is why we know that men derive their salvation from the Buddha. 

These are the various and numerous errors [which we, Mahayanists, discover among the disciples of 
Katyayamputra], but as we wish to give the teaching {upadesa) of the Prajnaparamita, we cannot expand 
further on secondary subjects. 


Anguttara, I, p. 87: Dve 'me bhikkhavepaccaya sammaditthiya .... yoniso ca mansika.ro. - Cited also in Kosavyakhya, 
p. 188 and Samgraha, p. 65. - The Nettipakarana, p. 8, explains that the wisdom coming from meditation (bhavanamayf 
panna) is the knowledge {nana) produced parato ca ghosena paccattasamutthitena ca yonisomanasikarena. 
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CHAPTER IX: THE MAHASATTVAS 

The Sutra says: Mahasattva. What is a mahasattva?516 

Answer. - 1. Maha means great, and sattva means being or bravery. The person who is able to accomplish 
a great work without regressing or turning back in his bravery is called mahasattva. 

2. Moreover, he is called mahOattva because he is the chief of many beings. 

3. Furthermore, he is called mahaOattva because he feels great loving kindness ( mahamaitri) amd great 
compassion ( mahakaruna) for many beings; he establishes them ( avasthdpayati ) in the Greater Vehicle, he 
travels the great Path (mahamarga) and attains a very high place. 

4. Furthermore, he is called mahasattva because he is endowed ( samanvagata ) with the marks of the Great 
Man ( mahapurusalaksana ). 

The characteristics ( laksana ) of the mahasattva are described in the Tsan fo kie (Buddhastotragatha): 

Only the Buddha is the unique man, the foremost, 

Father and mother of the threefold world, the omniscient one, 

Among all beings he has no peer, 

Flomage to the Bhagavat who is unequaled! 

Common people practice loving kindness in their own personal interest. 

They seek a reward by making gifts. 

[94b]The Buddha, in his great loving kindness, has no such goal. 

Fie is as beneficent towards his enemies as towards his friends. 

5. Furthermore, he is called mahasattva because he must preach the Dharma and destroy the great wrong 
views ( mithyadrsti ) and the afflictions ( klesa ), such as great craving (mahatrsna), pride ( abhimana ), great 
attachment to the self ( atmasneha ), etc., in all others as well as in himself. 

6. Finally, like the great ocean ( mahasamudra ), beings ( sattva ) are without beginning and without end 
(i apurvamadhyacarama ). A skillful teacher of arithmetic ( ganandcdrya ) who would keep track for 
numberless years would not reach the end of them. This is what the Buddha said to the bodhisattva Wou 
tsin yi (Aksayamati): "If all the universes ( lokadhdtu ) of the ten directions to the ends of space (dkasa) 


516 'Mahasattva' refers to the altruistic virtues of the Bodhisattva, whereas the word 'bodhisattva' indicates rather his 
personal qualities. At least this is the most current interpretation; cf. Aloka, p. 22: bodhciu sarvadharmasaktatayam 
svarthasampadi sattvam abhiprayo yesam te bodhisattvah. sravaka api syur evam ity aha: mahasattva iti. mahatydm 
pararthasampadi sattvam yesam te mahasattvah. mahasattvam canyatha 'pi tlrthikasadhujanavat syad iti 
bodhisattvagrahanam. - The epithet 'mahasattva' is rendered in Tibetan as sems dpah chen po "Great hero of mind", and 
in Chinese as Ta che "Great hero", Ta tschong cheng or Ta yeou ts'ing "Great being". Other definitions in Hobogirin, 
Mahasatsu, p. 141-142. 
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formed a single body of water, and innumerable and incalculable beings came, each with a hair, and took 
away one drop of it, there would still remain an incalculable number of beings. If by thus removing a drop 
on the end of a hair they succeeded in completely emptying this great body of water, the number of beings 
would still not be exhausted." This is why the number of beings is limitless ( ananta ), immense 
(apramdna ), incalculable ( asamkhyeya ) and inconceivable (acintya)P ' 7 The [bodhisattva] wishes to save 
them all, free them all from suffering and establish them all in the happiness of unconditioned safety 
(i ascimskrtayogaksemasukha ). He is called mahasattva because he has made this great resolution to save 
these numerous beings. 

Thus, Ngeou cho na yeou p'o yi (Asa, the upasika) ^^said to the bodhisattva Siu ta na (Sudhana) in the 
Pou k’o sseu yi king (Acintyasutra):^ 19 


517 xhat the number of beings is infinite ( sattakayo ananto) is an old teaching. In his note on Le Buddha eternel, Siddhi, 
p. 807-808, de La Vallee Poussin has brought together a few references: 

Kosa, III, p. 10: Even if no new being were to appear, even if innumerable Buddhas were to make innumerable beings 
attain nirvana, the beings of the innumerable universes would never be exhausted. 

Mahavastu, I, p. xxxiii: But, Kasyapa objects, if so many Buddhas exist and a single one leads an infinite number of 
creatures to nirvana, soon they would lead all beings there. Katyayana answers by means of the immense number of 
prthagjanas which exist following the statement of the Buddha. 

Cheou tchang louen, T 1657, p. 505b: Each of the Bhagavats who appear in the world lead an incalculable number of 
beings to nirvana. Nevertheless, beings are not exhausted because they are infinite, like space. This is the teaching of the 
bodhisattva Vasubandhu. 

518 The name of this upasika, Asa 'Hope' in the original Sanskrit, is transliterated in a bizarre fashion in all the Chinese 
translations. There is Ngeou cho na (85 and 11; 135 and 2; 163 and 4) in the Mpps, k. 4, p. 94bl4. - Hieou cho (9 and 4; 
64 and 8) in T 278, k. 47, p.697c7, and in T 279, k. 63, p. 342c21-22. - Yi cho na (9 and 4; 135 and 2; 163 and 4) in T 
293, k. 7, p. 693b21. 

Sudhana was addressed by Sagarasvaja in the following words: 

a. Gandavyuha, p. 99: gaccha kulaputrehaiva .... bodhisattvacaryaydm siksitavyam. - Go, then, O son of noble family! 
Here in the Dakhan there is a region called Samudravetadi where there is a park called Samanatavyuha, east of the city of 
Mahaprabha; there dwells the Buddhist laywoman, Asa, the wife of prince Suprabha. Go and find her and ask her how the 
bodhisattva should exert himself in the practice of the bodhisattva. 

Instead of Samudravetadi, Mitra, Nep. Buddh. Lit., p. 91, reads Samudravelatl ‘Shore of the Ocean'. 

b. T 278, k. 47, p. 697c: Here in the Dekhan, there is a region called Hai tch'ao (85 and 7; 85 and 12: 'Flow of the 
Ocean'), where there is a park ( udyana ) called P'ou tchouang yen (Samantavyuha); it is there that the upasika called 
Hieou cho (9 and 8; Asa ?) lives. Go and find her and ask her, etc. 

d. T 293, k. 7, p. 693b: Go south from here. You will come to the region of Hai tch'ao (85 and 7; 85 and 12; Flow of the 
Ocean). It has a large city called Yuan man kouang (41 and 10; 85 and 11; 10 and 4): Mahaprabha). That city has a king 
called Miao yuan kouang (38 and 4; 31 and 10; 10 and 4: Supraprabha). East of this city there is a park called P'ou 
tchouang yen (Samantavyuha). The king has a wife called Yi cho na (9 and 4; 135 and 2; 163 and 4: (Asa ?): she is an 
upasika, she lives in this forest and is engaged in the practices of a bodhisattva. Go there and find her and ask her, etc. 

519 Acintyasutra, i.e., the Gandavyuhasutra, a section of the Avatamsaka. The passage quoted here occurs: i) in the 
Sanskrit text of the Gandavyuha, ed D. T. Suzuki-H. Idzumi, Kyoto, 1934-1936, p. 195-110; ii) in the version by 
Buddhabhadra, T 278, k. 47, p. 698c25 sq.; iii) in the version by Sisananda, T 279, k. 64, p. 344b3 sq.; iv) in the version 
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"The bodhisattva-mahasattvas do not produce the thought of supreme perfect enlightenment to save just 
one man alone ( na khalv ekasamdharanatayd bodhisattvdndm mahdsattvdndm anuttardyam 
samyaksambodhau cittam utpadyate). Nor to save just two, three, etc., up to ten. Nor to save just 100 (po = 
sata), 1,000 ( ts'ien = sahasra), 10,000 (wan = prabheda), 100,000 (che wan = laksha), 1,000,000 (po wan = 
atilaksa), 10,000,000 (yi = koti), 100,000,000 (che yi = madhya), 1,000,000,000 (po yi = ayuta), 
10,000,000,000 (ts'ien yi = mahayuta), 100,000,000,000 (wan yi = nayuta)... [and so on, each term ten 
times as great as the preceding, up to the 122nd term of the series 1, 10, 100, 1,000... called anabhilapya- 
anabhilapya and equal to 1 followed by 121 zeros]. 

They do not produce the thought of bodhi just to save a number of beings equal to that of the atoms 
(paramdnu ) contained in one country, or in two or three up to ten, or one hundred, a thousand, ten 
thousand, one koti, one ayuta, one nayuta up to anabhildpydnabhildpya countries. 

They do not produce the thought of bodhi just to save a number of beings equal to that of the atoms 
contained in Jambudvipa, or in GodanTya, Uttarakuru and Purvavbideha. 

[95a] They do not produce the thought of bodhi just to save the number of beings equal to that of the 
atoms contained in one sahasra-cudika-lokadhatu (small chiliocosm), or in one dvisahasra-madhyama- 
lokadhatu (dichiliocosm, medium universe), or in one trisahasra-mahasaharsra-lokadhmatu 
(trichiliomegachiliocosm), or in two, three, up to ten, a hundred, a thousand, ten thousand, one koti, one 
ayuta, one nayuta and up to anabhildpydnabhildpya trisahasramahasahasralokadhatus. 

They do not produce the thought of bodhi in order to serve and honor (pujopasthdnatd ) just one Buddha, 
or a number of Buddhas equal to that of the number of atoms contained in one country, or even a number 
of Buddhas equal to that of the atoms contained in an anabhildpydnabhildpya number of 
trisahasramahmasahasralokadhatus. 

They do not produce the thought of bodhi to purify just one single buddhafield 
(ekabuddhaksetraparisodhana) or even a number of buddhaksetras equal to that of the number of atoms 
contained in anabhildpydnabhildpya number of trisahasramahasahasralokadhatus. 

They do not produce the thought of bodhi to assure just one single teaching of the Buddha 
(ekatathdgatasdsanasamdhdrana) or even a number of tathdgatasdsana equal to that of the atoms 
contained in an anabhildpydnabhildpya number of tris.... 

They do not produce the thought of bodhi to prevent the cessation of one single lineage of Buddhas 
(ekabuddhavamsachedandvarana), or even that of a number of buddhavamsa equal to that of the atoms 
contained in an anabhildpydnabhildpya number of tris.... 

They do not produce the thought of bodhi to know in detail just one single vow of Buddha 
(ekabuddhapranidhdnavibhaktiparijnd), or even a number of buddhapranidhdna equal to that of the atoms 
contained in an anabhildynabhilpya of tris.... 


of Prajna, T 293„ k. 8, p. 695c sq. The quotation of the Mpps does not reproduce any of these four versions exactly. The 
long list of numbers has been abridged in the three Chinese versions; that of the Sanskrit text does not correspond exactly 
with the list found here. The Mpps thus uses a special version of the Gandavyuha which has not come down to us. 
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They do not produce the thought of bodhi to adorn one single buddhafield 
(i ekabuddhaksetravyuhavatarana ), or even a number of buddhaksetra equal to that of the atoms contained 
in an anabhildpydnabhildpya of tris.... 

They do not produce the thought of bodhi to know in detail one single Buddha assembly 
(ekabuddhaparsanmandalavibhaktyavatarana), or even a number of buddhaparsanmandala equal to that 
of the atoms contained in an anabhildpydnabjildpya number of tris.... 

They do not produce the thought of bodhi to remember one single preaching of the Buddha 
(ekatathdgatadharmacakrasamdhdrana ), or even a number of tathdgatadharmacakra s equal to that of the 
atoms contained in an anabhildpydnabhildpya number of tris.... 

They do not produce the thought of bodhi to cognize (avatarana)^® the thoughts of one single being 
(ekasattvacitta), or the faculties of one single being ( ekasattvendriya ), or the succession of the cosmic 
periods ( kalpaparampard ) in one single trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu. 

They do not produce the thought of bodhi in order to destroy the afflictions of just one single being [95b] 
(i ekasattvaklesasamuccheda ), or even the klesas of a number of beings equal to the atoms contained in an 
anabhildpydnabhildpya number of trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu. 

But here are the aspirations (pranidhdna ) of the bodhisattva-mahasattvas. The bodhisattvas produce the 
thought of bodhi and realize supreme perfect enlightenment ( anuttarasamyaksambodhi ) [for the following 
ten purposes]: 

1) in order to convert the beings of the ten directions (anavasesasarvasattvavinaydya), 

2) in order to serve and honor all the Buddhas of the ten directions 

(anavasesasai'vabuddhaksetraparisodandya), 

3) in order to purify all the buddha fields of the ten directions 

( anavasesasarvabuddhakhetraparisodhandya ), 

4) In order to retain firmly all the teachings of the Buddhas of the ten directions 

(anavasesabuddhasdsanasamdhdrandya), 

5) in order to know in detail all the buddha fields ( sarvabuddhaksetrabhaktyavatandya ), 

6) in order to know in depth all the buddha assemblies ( sarvabuddhaparsanmandaldvatarandya ), 

7) in order to know in detail the minds of all beings ( sarvacittdvagdhanatdyai ), 

8) in order to cut through the afflictions of all beings (, sarvasattvaklesasamuccheddya ), 

9) in order to know in depth the faculties of all beings (sarvasattvendritavataranardyai). 

These headings are the main ones ( pramukha ); they summarize the hundred, thousand, ten thousand, ten 
millions of asamkhyeya rules relating to the Path ( mdrgadhannapaiydya ) which the bodhisattva must 


Monier-Williams: avatarana = descending, translation. 
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know and penetrate. By means of this wisdom ( prajna ) and knowledge (j nana) the bodhisattvas adorn all 
the buddha fields." 

Asa [also] said: " O son of noble family ( kulaputra ), thus would I like to have a universe ( lokadhatu ) 
where all beings are completely pure ( visudda ) and where all the afflictions ( klesa ) are cut through 
(, samucchinna )." 

Sudhana asked: "What is deliverance ( vimoksa )?" 

Asa answered: "It is the banner of freedom-from-grief and of safety ( asokayogaksemadhvaja ). I know this 
single gate of deliverance ( ekavimoksamukha ), but I am unable to understand these bodhisattvas; their 
great mind is like the ocean for they are in possession of all the buddhadharmas ( ete bodhisattvah 
sagarasamacittah sarvabuddhadharmasampraticchanataya); their mind is unshakeable like Mount 
Sumeru ( merukalpdcalacittdh ); they are like the king of physicians for they are able to cure all [the 
sicknesses] of the afflictions ( bhaisajardjopamdh sarvaklesavyadhipramoksanatyd); they are like the sun 
for they are able to scatter all the shadows [of ignorance] ( ddityakalpdh sarvavidyandharavidhamanataya); 
they are like the earth for they are able to support all beings (dharamsamah 
sarvasattvdsrayapratisthanabhutataya); they are like the wind for they can strengthen all beings 
( mdrutasadrsah sarvajagadarthakaranataya ); they are like fire for they can burn away the afflictions of all 
the heretics ( tejokalpdh sarvatirthikaklesadahanatayd)', they are like cloud for they can make the rain of 
Dharma ( meghopamd dharmavarsapravarsanataya ) fall; they are like the moon for the rays of their merits 
light up everything ( candropamah punyarasmibhih sarvalokakaranataya ); they are like Sakradevendra for 
they protect all beings ( sakropamdh sarvajagadaraksapratipannataya). The practices of the bodhisattvas 
( bodhisattvacaiyd ) are very profound ( gambhira ); how could I be know them all?" 




The bodhisattvas are called mahasattva because they make the great vow ( mahapranidhana ), because they 
want to do the great work and because they want to arrive at the great place. 

Finally, in the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra, [in the chapter entitled] Mo ho sa to sicmg (Mahasattvalaksana), 
521 the Buddha himself said that such and such characteristics are the characteristics of the mahasattvas; 
and the great disciples such as Cho li fou (Sariputra), Siu p'ou t'i (Subhuti), Fou leou na (Purna), etc., each 
have spoken about this chapter, therefore it was necessary to give it frilly here. 


521 This chapter dedicated to 'Characteristics of the Mahasattva' is part of the Pancavimsati. It is called 
Sarvasattvagratacittaparivarta in the Sanskrit text (ed. N. Dutt, p. 169-172); - Mo ho sa p'in (Mahasattvaparivarta) in 
Moksala's version, T 221, chap. XV, k. 3, p. 19c-20a; - Mo ho sa p'in (Mahasattvaparivarta) in Dhannaraksa's version, T 
222, chap. XI, k. 5, p. 178-181; - Kin kangp'in (Vajraparivarta) in Kumarajlva's version, T 223, chap. XIII, k. 4, p. 243b- 
244a. 
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CHAPTER X: THE QUALITIES OF THE BODHISATTVAS 


Text of the sutra commented on in this chapter (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 4; Satasahasrika, p. 4-5): 

Bodhisattvaih sardham sarvair (1) dharampratilabdhaih (2) samadhipratilabdhaih sunyatd- 
nimittapranihitagocaraih (3) samatdksdntipratilabdhair (4) asangadharantpratilabdhair (5) pancabhijnair 
(6) ddeyavacanair (7) akusfdair (8) apagataldbhayasascittair (9) niramisadharmadesakair (10) 
gambhiradharmaksantiparamgatair (11) vaisaradyapraptair (12) marakarmasamatikrantaih (13) 
karmavaranapratiprasrabdhaih (14) pratityasamutpannadharmanirdesakusalair 

(15) asamkhyeyakalpapranidhanasusamdrabdhaih (16) smitamukhair purvabhilapibhir (17) 
mahdparsanmadhye vaisaradyasamanvagatair (18) anantakalpakotidharmanirdesanihsaranakusalaih. 

He was accompanied by bodhisattvas who possessed the dharanis, who coursed in the concentrations of 
emptiness, signlessness and wishlessness^^, w ho possessed the equalities and the patiences, who had 
acquired the unhindered dharanis, who possessed the five superknowledges, who had words worthy of 
faith, who were without laziness, who had rejected covetousness and ambition, who preached the doctrine 
with disinterest, who had crossed over to the other shore of the acceptance of the profound dharmas, who 
had attained the fearlessnesses, who had gone beyond the works of Mara, who were freed of the action 
obstacle, who were skilled in teaching dependent origination, who had formulated their vows for 
incalculable periods; they spoke with smiling faces; in the great assembly, they were endowed with the 
fearlessnesses; for innumerable kotis of kalpas, they were skilled in preaching the Dharma and in 
surpassing. 

1. DHARANIPRATILABDHA 

[95c] Sutra\ All these bodhisattvas possessed the dharanis, coursed in the concentrations of emptiness, 
signlessness and wishlessness, possessed the equalities and the patiences. ( Sai’vair dharampratilabdhaih 
sunyatanimittapranihitasamadhigocaraih ). 

Sdstra: Question. - Why does the sutra then praise the bodhisattva-mahasattvas by means of these three 
points? 

Answer. - 1. In order to emphasize the real qualities ( guna ) of the bodhisattvas, the sutra must praise them. 
It praises that in which one ought to have faith in order that one may believe in it. It praises the 
bodhisattvas because all beings do not believe in their profound ( gambhira ) and pure ( visuddha ) qualities. 

2. Furthermore, in the beginning the sutra mentioned the bodhisattva-mahasattvas because they possessed 
the dharanis, the concentrations ( samddhi ), the patiences ( ksdnti ) and the other qualities (guna). 


5“ This is the usual translation for apranihita. Monier-Williams gives for pranihita : 'directed towards, committed, 
resolved, detennined, fixed upon, intent upon, one who has his thoughts concentrated on one point', etc. 
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Question. - We understand the reason for the order followed here, but what is it that is called a dharani? 
What is a dharani? 

Answer. - 1. In the Ts'in language, dharani means 'capable of holding' ( dhdrana ) or 'capable of preventing' 
( vidharana ). 

a. 'Capable of holding': Joining all sorts of good dharmas ( kusaladharma ), dharani 'holds' them ( dharayati) 
so that they are not dispersed or lost.523 ft j s like a good vessel ( bhdjana ) filled with water from which the 
water does not leak out. 

b. 'Capable of preventing': Detesting the roots of evil ( akusalamula ), dharani prevents them ( vidharayati) 
from arising. It prevents the committing of evil by those who would want to commit it. That is what is 
called dharani. 

This dharani is associated with mind (cittasamprayukta) or dissociated from mind ( cittaviprayukta ), impure 
(sdsrava) or pure (andsrava), nonmaterial ( drupya ), invisible ( anidarsana ), not offering resistance 
( apratigha ); it is contained in one element ( dhdtu ), one basis of consciousness ( dyatana ) and one aggregate 
(skandha), namely, dharmadhatu, dharmayatana and samskaraskandha.524 

Nine knowledges (jndna) cognize it [Note: it is outside the knowledge of destruction of the afflictions 
(ksayajndna)]. One single consciousness ( vijndna ) is aware of it [Note: the mental consciousness 
( manovijndna )]. According to the Abhidharma, this is the definition of dharani. 

2. Furthermore, the bodhisattva who possesses dharani, ( smrtibala ) is able to retain and not forget all the 
teachings that he has heard ( srutadharma ) by the power of his memory,. 

3. Furthermore, dharani accompanies the bodhisattva always. Like a chronic fever, it never leaves him; like 
a ghost, it always follows him. It is like the good and the bad disciplines ( samvara ). 

[96a] 4. Furthermore, dharani prevents the bodhisattva from falling into the two chasms of the earth. It is 
like the kind father who rescues his son as he is about to fall into a ditch. 

5. Finally, when the bodhisattva has the power of the dharanls, neither king Mara, his family nor his 
warriors can unsettle him, destroy or conquer him. He is like Mount Sumeru which the worldly wind 
cannot shake. 

Question. - How many types of dharani are there? 

Answer. - There are many types:^5 


523 cf. Lalitavistara, P. 35: dharanipratilambho dharmalokamukham sarvabuddhabhasitadharanatayai samvartate. 

For these categories, see Kosa, I, p. 30. 

525 Among the various types of dharani, we may note: 

a. Mahadharmadharanl, Siddhi, p. 613-614. 

b. Sruta-, vibhajyajnana- and ghosapravesadharanis hilly defined here and to which the Mpps will return at k. 28, p. 268. 

c. Dharma-, artha-, mantra- and ksantilabhadharanls in Bodh. bhumi, p. 272-273. 

d. The twelve dharanls of the Mahavyutpatti, no. 747-758. 
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1) The first is called srutadharadharam. The person who possesses this dharani never forgets the words 
and the teachings that he has heard with his ears. 

2) There is also the vibhajyajnanadharanT. The person who possesses it knows in detail the qualities of 
beings, how tall they are or how short they are, how beautiful or how ugly they are. A stanza says: 

Among elephants, horses and metals 

Among wood, stones and garments, 

Among men, women, and waters. 

There are all kinds of differences. 

Individuals [of the same species] bear the same name 

But their values differ. 

The person who possesses this dharani 

Can always distinguish them. 

3) Finally there is the ghosapravesadhdram. The bodhisattva who possesses it hears all kinds of words and 
neither rejoices nor is irritated by sounds. For kalpas as numerous as the sands of the Ganges 
(,ganganadfvdlukopamakalpa ) all beings may slander him and abuse him, but he would feel no irritation. 

Question. - The impurities ( asrava ) are not destroyed ( ksfna ) in the bodhisattva: how then can he withstand 
this evil treatment for kalpas as numerous as the sands of the Ganges? 

Answer. - 1) We have said that here it is a matter of the bodhisattva who has acquired this dharani [and not 
of all bodhisattvas indiscriminately]. 

2) Furthermore, although he has not destroyed his impurities, the bodhisattva possesses great wisdom 
(mahdjndna), keen faculties ( tiksnendriya ) and is able to be attentive ( manasikara ). Fie chases away any 
angry thought by saying to himself: "If my ear (s rotendriyd) did not perceive sounds at such a great 
distance, to whom would these insult reach?" 

3) Moreover, if he hears insults, he passes them by. Who would be irritated by what he does not 
distinguish? It is the ordinary person ( prthagjana ) who is attached to the self and who develops hatred 
(dvesa ) by distinguishing 'yes' and 'no'. 

4) Moreover, the person who knows that words perish as soon as they arise ( jdtamdtrd nirudyante) and that 
'before' and 'after' are not joined, feels no anger. He knows that dharmas have no inner guide; [under these 
conditions] who insults, who is irritated? 

The person who hears various words from different sides [considers] some as good and others as bad. But 
if good and bad are indeterminate ( aniyata ), one does not get irritated when one is insulted. The person 
who knows that words are indeterminate (i.e., neither good nor bad) feels neither anger nor joy. If his 
friends insult him, he is not angry insulted though he may be; but if his enemies slander him, he feels 
animosity. If he has to undergo wind or rain, he goes back into his house or takes his coat; if the ground is 
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thorny, he puts on his shoes; if it is very cold, [96b] he makes a fire; when it is hot, he looks for water. He 
looks for a remedy ( pratikara ) for all these troubles without getting irritated about them. [The bodhisattva] 
acts in the same way with regard to insults and nastiness. It is only by loving-kindness ( maitri) and 
compassion {koruna) that he puts an end to them; he never experiences anger. 

5) Furthermore, the bodhisattva knows that all dharmas are non-arising ( anutpanna ), unceasing 
(aniruddha) and empty of self-nature (s vabhavasunya). If anyone hates him, insults him, strikes or kills 
him, he considers that as a dream ( svapna ), as a [magical] metamorphosis ( nirmdna ): "Who then gets 
angry, who is insulting?" 

6) Finally, if, during kalpas as numerous as the sands of the Ganges ( gangdnadivalukopamakalpa ), beings 
praise him and offer him robes ( civara ), food ( dhdra ), flowers (puspa ), perfumes ( gandha ) and necklaces 
(, keyiira ), the bodhisattva who has acquired this dharanl (read t'o lo ni instead of jen ) feels no emotion, no 
joy, no attachment. 

Question. - Now we know all the reasons why the bodhisattva does not get angry [when he is insulted], but 
we do not know why he feels no joy ( muditd ) when his qualities ( guna ) are praised. 

Answer. - 1) The bodhisattva knows that all offerings and all tributes ( satkdra ) are transitory ( anitya ). If 
today there are reasons why people come to praise and honor him, tomorrow there will be others who will 
expose him to hatred, blows and death. This is why he is not joyful [when he is praised]. 

2) Furthermore, the bodhisattva says to himself: "They come to praise and honor me because I have 
qualities (guna) and wisdom ( prajnd ). It is my qualities and not my person that they praise. Why should I 
be joyful?" 

3) Furthermore, "If this person praises my activity ( kdritra ) and my qualities (guna), it is out of desire for a 
reward (phalavipdka) rather than out of admiration for me. Thus, when a man plants seed-grain, waters it 
and cultivates it, the earth feels no joy." 

4) "If someone honors me and I welcome him joyfully, my merit (punya) will be slight and his also will be 
of little value." This is why he does not rejoice. 

5) Finally, the bodhisattva considers all dharmas as a dream (svapna) or an echo (pratisrutka). He asks 
himself: " Who is praising me? Who is rejoicing? I have not found deliverance (vimoksa) in the threefold 
world (tridhdtuka); my impurities (dsrava) have not been destroyed (ksfna); I have not attained 
Buddhahood. Why should I rejoice in obtaining praise? If anyone should rejoice, it is only the Buddha, the 
unique man (eka pudgala), for all qualities (guna) are perfected (paripurna) in him." This is why the 
bodhisattva feels no joy in receiving all sorts of praise, tribute or offerings. 

These are the characteristics of the ghosapravesadhdram. There are yet other dharams: 

Tsi mie t'o lo ni (santidharanT), Wou pien t'o lo ni (anantadharanT), Souei ti kouan t'o lo ni 
(bhumyanupasyanadharam), Wei to t'o lo ni (anubhavadharam), Houa yen t'o lo ni 

(padmavyuhadharanf), Yin tsing t'o lo ni (gosaparisuddhidharam), Hiu k'ong tsang t'o lo ni 
(gaganagarbhadharam), Hai tsang t'o lo ni (sagaragarbhadharam). Fen pie tchou fa ti t'o lo ni 
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(sarvadharmabhumiprabhedadharam), Ming tschou fa yi t'o lo ni (sarvadharmarthalokadharam)526 and so 


on. 

In all (samdstah), there are five hundred dharanls. If they were all described in detail, it would be endless. 
That is why it is said that the bodhisattvas have acquired the dharanls ( dharampratilabdha ). 


2. SAMADHIGOCARA 

The three concentrations ( samadhi ) are those of emptiness ( sunyata ), wishlessness (, apranihita ) and 
signlessness ( dnimitta ).^27 

1) Some say: Sunyata is seeing that the five aggregates ( skandha ) are not the self ( andtman ) and do not 
belong to the self ( andtmya ). - Apranihita is, within the sunyatasamddhi, not producing the three poisons 
(trivisa , namely, passion, aggression and ignorance) in the future.528 _ Animitta has for its object 
(i dlambana ) the dharma free of the following ten marks (, dasanimittarahita ): a) the five dusts (rajas, 
namely, color, sound, smell, taste and touch); b) male and female; c) arising (utpdda), continuance ( sthiti), 
cessation (bhahga). 

2) Others say: Sunyatasamddhi is the concentration in which one knows that the true nature of all dharmas 
(sarvadharmasatyalaksana) is absolutely empty (atyantasunya). - When one knows this emptiness, there is 
apranidhdna. 

What is apranidhdna ? It is not considering dharmas to be empty ( sunya ) or non-empty ( asunya ), existent 
(sat) or non-existent (asat), etc. The Buddha said in a stanza from the Fa kin (Dharmapada): 

When one considers existence, one is afraid; 

When one considers non-existence, one is also afraid. 

This is why one should not be attached to existence 


526 Except for the ananta- and the padmavyuhadharam cited in the Mahavyutpatti, no. 751 and 753, the restoration of 
the Sanskrit terms is conjectural. 

527 The three samadhis are not always cited in the same order or defined in the same way: 

i) The Pali sources have sunnato samadhi, animitto samadhi, appanihito samadhi : Vinaya, III, p. 93; Dlgha, III, p. 219; 
Samyutta, IV, p. 360; Milinda, p. 337. Definitions in AtthasalinI, p. 179 sq. - Same order in Kosa, VIII, p. 184. 

ii) Sunyatasamddhi, apranihitasamadhi, animmittasamadhi in most of the Sanskrit and Chinese sources: Tch'ang a han, T 
1 (no. 9), k. 8, p. 50b; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 16, p. 630b; P'i p'o cha. T 1545, k. 104, p. 538a; Sutralamkara, XVIII, 77, 
ed. Levi, p. 148; Bodh. bhumi, p. 276, which has good definitions. 

528 j n sunyatasamddhi, one knows that whatever is conditioned (s amskrta) is not the self, does not belong to the self, that 
it is empty (sunya) without self nature (svabhdvavena virahita). As a result, in the next samadhi, the apranihitasamadhi, 
one does not form either pranidhana or apranidhdna towards them or, in the words of the Mpps, one does not feel 
passion (rdga), aggression (dvesa) or ignorance (moha) towards them. Apranihita thus consists of not producing the three 
poisons towards future conditioned phenomena. Cf. the definition of Bodh. bhumi, p. 276: apranihitasamadhih katamah. 
iha bodhisattvasya .... ity ucyate. 
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Or to non-existence. 


This is aparanihitascimadhi. 

What is dnimittasamddhf! All dharmas are free of marks ( animitta ). Not accepting them, not adhering to 
them is dnimittasamddhi. A stanza says: 

When words ( vdda ) are stopped 

The functioning of the mind ( cittapravrtti ) also ceases. 

This is non-arising ( anutpdda ), non-cessation ( anirodha ) 

The similarity with nirvana. 

3) Furthermore, siinyata is the eighteen emptinesses ( astadasasunyatd ).^29 . Apranihitasamadhi is not 
searching for any kind of bhdva or existence. (Note: the five gatis, upapattibhava, purvakalabhava, 
maranabhava, antardbhava and karmabhava; cf. Kosa, III, p. 117). - Animittasamadhi is suppressing all 
the marks of the dharmas ( sarvadharmanimitta ) and not paying attention to them ( amanasikdra ). 

Question. - There are dhydnas and attainments ( samdpatti) of all sorts. Why talk here only about these 
three concentrations ( samddhi )? 

Answer. - In these three samadhis, the attentiveness ( manasikdra ) is close to nirvana; as a result, the mind 
of the person is neither too high nor too low, but evened out ( sama ) and motionless (cicala). This is not the 
case in other states [of mind]. This is why we speak here only of these three samadhis. In the other 
samapattis, sometimes it is desire ( kdma ) that predominates, sometimes pride (mana), sometimes wrong 
views (i drsti ); but in these three samadhis, it is the absolute ( paramdrtha ), the true reality ( bhutdrtha ), the 
ability to attain the gates of nirvana. This is why, among all the dhyanas and samapattis, these three 
emptinesses are the three gates of deliverance ( vimoksamukha ) and are also called the three samadhis, for 
these three samadhis are the true samadhi. The other samapattis also have the name 'samapatti'. Moreover, 
except for the four principal dhyanas ( mauladhydna ), the concentrations from the andgamya up to the 
bhavdgra [97a] are called samapatti and also samadhi, but not dhyana. As for the four dhyanas, they are 
called samapatti or also dhyana or also samadhi. The other concentrations as well are called samapatti or 
also samadhi: for example, the four apramanas, the four drupyasamdpattis , the four pratisamvids, the six 
abhijiids, the eight vimoksas, the eight abhibhvdyatanas, the nine anupurvasamdpattis, the ten 
krtsndyatanas and the other samapattidharmas. 

Some say that there are twenty-three kinds of samadhi; others say sixty-five, still others say five hundred. 
But as the Mahayana is great, there are innumerable samadhis, such as: 

Pien fa sing tchouang yen san mei, Neng tchao yi ts'ie san che fa to san mei, Pou fen pie tche kouan fa sing 
ti san mei, Jon won ti fo fa san mei, Jou bin k'ong wou ti won pien tchao san mei, Jou lai li hung kouan san 
mei. Fo wou wei tchouang yen li p'in chen san mei, Fa sing men siuan tsang san mei, 


529 n s t and definition of the 18 sunyatas in Pancavimsati, ed. N. Dutt, p. 24, 195-198; commentary in Mpps, k. 31, p. 
285b-296b. 


264 



Yi ts'ie che kiai wou ngai tchouang yen pien yue san mei, Pien tchouang yen fa yun kouang san mei. 

The bodhisattva acquires innumerable samadhis of this kind. 

Furthermore, in the Prajnaparamita, in the Mo ho yen yi chapter (Mahayanartha)^^®, the 108 samadhis are 
enumerated as a whole (samdsatah: the first is the Hiu k'ong pou tche pou jan san mei 
(Suramgamasamadhi) and the last is the Hiu k'ong pou tche pou jan san mei 
(Akasasangavimuktinirupalepasamadhi). If they were to be enumerated in detail, there are innumerable 
samadhis. This is why the sutra says that the bodhisattvas have acquired the concentrations 
(samadhipratilabdha ) and course in emptiness, wishlessness and signlessness 

( sunyatapranihitanimittagocara ). 

Question. - The sutra says first of all that the bodhisattvas have obtained the concentrations ( samddhi- 
pratilabdha); why does it then say that they course in emptiness, wishlessness and signlessness 
(sunyatapranihitanimittagocara )? [Is that not a tautology?] 

Answer. - First the sutra speaks about samadhi but says nothing about its characteristics. Now it wants to 
speak about its characteristics and it enumerates emptiness, wishlessness and signlessness. When someone 
courses in emptiness, wishlessness and signlessness, it can be said that they have acquired the true 
samadhis ( bhutalaksanasamddhi ). Some stanzas say: 


He who observes the purity of the precepts ( silavisuddhi ) 
Is called a true bhiksu. 

He who contemplates emptiness ( sunyatd) 

Has truly obtained the samadhis. 

He who demonstrates zeal ( viiya ) 

Is called a true devotee. 

He who has attained nirvana 
Is called truly blessed. 


3. SAMATAKSANTIPRATILABDHA 


530 xhis chapter, dedicated to the Meaning of the Mahayana and where the 108 samadhis are enumerated, is part of the 
Pancavimsati. It is entitled Mo ho yen p'in (Mahayanaparivarta) in Moksala's version, T 221, chap. XIX, k. 4, p. 22c-24c; 
- San mei p'in (Samadhiparivarta) in Dharmaraksa's version T 222, chap. XVI, k. 6, p. 188c-193a; - Wen tch'eng 
(Yanapariprccha) in Kumarajlva's version, T 223, XVIII, k. 5, p. 250a-253b. - A Sanskrit list of the 108 samadhis occurs 
in the Pancavimsati,. ed. N. Dutt, p. 142-144; Mahavyutpatti, no. 506-623. 
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The bodhisattvas have acquired the equalities (samata)-’^ ' and the patiences ( ksanti ). 

Question. - What are the equalities and what are the patiences? 

Answer. - There are two kinds of equalities ( samatd ): equality toward beings ( sattvasamatd ) and equality 
toward dharmas ( dharmasamatd ).^32 There are also two types of patiences (ksanti), patience towards 
beings ( sattvaksdnti) and patience towards dharmas ( dharmaksanti ). 

1) What is sattvasamatd ? This is to share one's thoughts ( citta ), memories (smrti), affection (anunaya) and 
benefits ( arthakriyd ) equally with all beings. 

Question. - By the power of loving-kindness ( maitri ) and compassion ( karund ) one grants an equal part in 
one's memories to all beings, but one cannot consider all in the same way. Why? 

[97b] The bodhisattva follows the path of truth (satyamarga), is free of error ( viparydsa ) and is in accord 
with the nature of phenomena (, dharmalaksana ). How could he consider the good person and the evil 
person, the great man and the small man, a human and an animal ( tiryanc ), as identical (eka) and equal 
(samap. In the evil person there is really an evil nature (, akusalalaksana ); in the good person there is truly a 
good nature ( kusalalaksana ); the same for the great man and the small man. The specific nature of the cow 
(golaksana) occurs in the cow and that of the horse (asvalaksana) occurs in the horse. The specific nature 
of the cow does not occur in the horse and that of the horse does not occur in the cow, for the horse is not 
the cow. Each being has its own specific nature. Would not the bodhisattva be making a mistake in 
considering all as identical and equal? 

Answer. - If the good nature and the evil nature truly existed, the bodhisattva would be making a mistake 
[in confusing the good person and the evil person], for he would be misconstruing the nature of dharmas 
(dharmalaksana). But phenomena are non-real: the good nature is not real, the evil nature is neither many 
nor rare. That which is not a human is not an animal. [Among phenomena] there is neither identity (ekatva) 
nor difference (prthaktva). This is why your objection is not valid. Some stanzas define the nature of 
dharmas as follows: 

Non-arisen (anutpanna), non-destroyed (aniruddha). 

Unceasing (anucchinna), non-eternal (asasvata). 

Neither identical (eka) nor different (anya), 

Without coming or going, 

Dharmas resulting from causes (pratftyasamutpanna) 

Escape from all vain prolixity (prapanca ). 

The Buddha is able to define them; 


531 p Qr t [ le e q Ua iities, see Hobogirin, Byfidfi, p. 270-276. 

532 Sattvasamatd and dharmasamatd are well described in Bodh, bhumi, p. 286: bodhisattvo 'nukampdsahagatena 
cittena samacitto ....cetasa sarvasattvesu samacitto viharati. 
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I pay homage to him. 

Furthermore, in regard to beings, [the bodhisattva] is not attached ( ndbhinivisate ) to a nature (, laksana ) of 
any kind of nature; beings are empty of characteristics ( laksanasunya ); from this point of view, they are 
identical ( eka ), equal ( sama ), without difference ( ananya ). Seeing this is s attvasamatd. The person who 
maintains an unfettered equality of mind ( cittasamata ) toward them enters directly into the absence of 
regression (, avinivartana ); he is called samataksdntipratilabdha. The bodhisattva who has acquired the 
equalities and the patiences experiences no hatred or anger toward beings. He loves them like a loving 
mother loves her son. A stanza says: 

To consider sounds as echoes ( pratisrutka) 

And bodily actions as reflections ( pratibimba ); 

The person who sees things thus, 

How could he not be patient? 

This is what is called sattvasamataksanti. 

2) What is dharmasamataksantil [The bodhisattva] is established in the doctrine of non-duality 
(i advayadharmaparydya ) and the doctrine of the true nature ( satyalaksanadharmaparydya ) in respect to all 
dharmas, good ( kusala) or bad ( akusala ), impure ( sdsrava ) or pure ( andsrava ), conditioned (samskrta) or 
unconditioned (asamskrta), etc. Then when he has penetrated deeply into the true nature of dharmas 
( dharmanam satyalaksanam), his patience of mind (cittaksdnti) enters directly into the elimination of 
controversy (. nirdvandva ) and the absence of obstacles (, andvarana ). This is what is called 
dharmasamatdksdnti. A stanza says: 

Dharmas are non-arisen ( anutpanna ) and non-destroyed (, aniruddha ), 

Neither unborn nor non-destroyed, 

Both non-arisen and non-destroyed, neither non-arisen nor non-destroyed, 

Both neither non-arisen nor non-destroyed, nor arisen nor destroyed. 

[97c] Those who have acquired deliverance ( vimoksapratilabdha ) [Note: deliverance is the suppression of 
wrong views] reject all vain prolixity ( prapanca ). When the path of discourse ( vddamdrga ) is suppressed 
( samucchinna ), one penetrates deeply into the Buddha's Dharma. The mind is penetrating, free of obstacles 
(i andvarana ), immoveable (cicala) and non-regressing (avinivartana). This is what is called 
anutpattika[dharma]ksdnti. This is why it is said that the bodhisattvas are samataksdntipratilabdha. 


4. ASANGADHARANIPRATILABDHA 

Sutra: These bodhisattvas have obtained the dharam without obstacles (asahgadhdranfpratilabdha). 
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Sastra: Question - The sutra has already said that the bodhisattvas have obtained the dharanls 
(i dharanTpratilabdha ); why does it repeat here that they have obtained the dharam without obstacles 
( asangadharani )? 

Answer. - 1) Because the asangadharani is very important. Just as the samadhi called 'King of Samadhi' is 
the most important of all the samadhis in the way that a king is relative to his subjects; just as the 
'Deliverance without Obstacles' ( asahgavimoksa ) [Note: this is the deliverance acquired when one reaches 
Buddhahood] is the most important of all the vimoksas, so the asangadharani is superior to all the 
dharanls. 

2) Furthermore, the sutra says first that the bodhisattvas have acquired the dharanls, but we do not know 
what kind of dharam. There are small dharanls such as those obtained by the cakravartin kings, the rsls, 
etc.: for example, the srutadharadharanT, the sattvaprabhedadharani, the namahsaranaparityagadharanl. 
Other people can likewise possess the lesser dharanls of this kind. But this asangadharani cannot be 
obtained by heretics ( tfrthika ), sravakas, pratyekabuddhas and [even] the beginning bodhisattvas 
(ddikdnnikabodhisattva). Only the bodhisattvas full of immense merit ( apramdnapunya ), wisdom ( prajha ) 
and great power ( mahdbala ) are able to possess it. That is why it is spoken of separately here. 

3) Finally, these bodhisattvas who have assured their own interest ( anuprdptasvakdrtha ) desire only to 
benefit beings, preach the Dharma to them and convert them ceaselessly. They use this asangadharani as 
basis. This is why the bodhisattvas always practice the asangadharani 


5. PANCABHIJNA 


Sutra\ These bodhisattvas possessed all the five superknowledges ( sarvaihpancabhijhaih). 

Sastra: The five abhijhds are: i) magical power (. rddhi ), ii) the divine eye ( divyacaksus ), iii) the divine ear 
(divyasrotra ), iv) knowledge of others' minds ( paracittajhdna ); v) memory of former lifetimes 
(purvan ivdsdn usmrti ).533 

A. What is rddhi or magical power?534 

1) There are four kinds of gamana or movement:535 /) to go by flying like a bird (yathd sakunih paksi) 
without encountering any obstacles (dvarana);^^ ii) to change distance into proximity 


533 ftig sources for these abhijnas are numerous. See Rhys Davids-Stede, s.v. Abhihha; P'i p'o cha, T 1545.p. 727b; 
Kosa, VII, p. 97-126; Mahavyutpatti, np. 202-209; Dharmasamgraha, ch. XX; Pancavimsati. 83-88; Dasabhumika, p. 34- 
37; Madh. avatara, p. 56 (tr. Lav., in Museon, 1907, p. 301); Siksasamuccaya, p. 243; Panjika, p. 428; Sutralamkara, ed. 
Levi, VII, 1;XXI, 48; Bodh. bhumi, p. 58; Uttaratantra, p. 148. 180, 199; A p'i ta mo tsi louen, T 1605,k.7,p. 691b;Ap'i 
ta mo tsa tsi louen, T 1606, k. 14, p. 759c. - Among the works, we may mention: P. Dcmieville, La memoire des 
existences anterieures, BEFEO, XXVII, 1927, p. 283-298; L. de La Vallee Poussin, Le Bouddha et le Abhijna, 1931, p. 
335-342; S. Lindquist, Siddhi und Abhihha, eine Studie liber die klassischen Wunder des Yoga, Uppsala, 1935. 

534 The main source is the Sutra of the Rddhyabhijna, the Pali text of which is in Digha, I, p. 78; Majjhima, I, p. 34; 
Aiiguttara, III, p. 280; and the Sanskrit text in Pancavimsati, p. 83; Kosavyakhya, p. 654; Mahavyutpatti, no. 211-230. 
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(i durasyasanmkarana ) and thus to arrive without going;537 ///) diving and emerging 
(nimajjanaunmajjana); iv) moving in one moment (ekciksanagamana).^^ 

2) Nirmana or creation consists of making small what is large, making large what [98a] is small, 
multiplying what is singular and creating all kinds of objects (dravya). The creations of heretics ( tirthika ) 
do not last longer than seven days whereas the mastery of creation ( nirmanavasita ) of the Buddha and his 
disciples has unlimited duration. 

3) The dryarddhi or noble magical power consists of purifying unpleasant and impure substances 
(apriydvisuddhavastu) constituting the six classes of outer objects ( bdhydyatana ) by means of a glance: 
color, sound, etc., or also making pleasant and pure substances (priyavisuddhavastu ) impure. Only the 
Buddha has this dryarddhi.- ^ 

Rddhyabhijhd is the result of the development ( bhdvand ) of the four bases of miraculous power 
(rddhipada ).^40 Having a material object ( rupdlambana ), rddhipada and abhijnd are produced 
successively and cannot be acquired simultaneously. 

B. Abhijna of the divyacaksus or divine eye. A pure form ( rupaprasdda ) derived from the four great 
elements ( caturmahdbhutabhautika ) that occurs in the eye is called divyacaksus. It is able to see beings 
(sattva) and substances ( dravya) that occur in the six destinies ( sadgati ) of its own level and of lower 
levels. The divine eye is never incapable of distinguishing between a nearby ( samnikrsta ) and a distant 
( viprakrsta ) form ( rupa ), between a coarse ( sthula ) and a subtle ( suksma ) form. 

There are two kinds of divyacaksus , the one that comes from retribution ( vipdkalabdha ) and the one that 
comes from practice ( bhdvanlabdha ). In so far as it makes up part of the five abhijnas, the divyacakusus 
comes from practice and not from retribution. Why? Because it is acquired by continual attentiveness 
(satatamanasikdra) to all types of lights ( dloka ). Furthermore, some say that the bodhisattvas who have 


535 The Kosa knows of only three movements: movement of transport, movement of adhimoksa, rapid movement like the 
mind. 

536 g ee explanations of Visuddhimagga, p. 396. 

53? This is done by the power of resolve ( adhimoksa ). - Patisambhidha, II, p. 209, cited in Visuddhimagga, p. 401: Sace 
so iddhimd cetovasippatto brahmalokam gantukdmo hoti, dure pi santike adhttdti: Transl.: If this magician who has 
acquired mastery of mind wants to go to the world of Brahma, he does adhitthana so that what is far away becomes close 
at hand: “May it be close at hand” and it becomes close. 

538 This displacement rapid as thought ( manojava ) belongs to the Buddha; cf. Kosa, VII, p. 113. 

53? DIgha, III, p. 112, has already distinguished iddhi sasavd sa-upadhikd "no ariyd" (the iddhi of miracles) from iddhi 
asasava anupadhikd "ariyd" which is equanimity (upekkhd). This distinction is repeated in Kosa, VI, p. 285. 

540 Kosa, VII, p. 123, develops this further: Because of a preparatory practice (prayoga ) consisting of meditation on light 
and sound (dloka. sabda) - the practitioner being supported by the dhyanas - in the practitioner's eye and ear (which are of 
kamadhatu) a 'pure rupa' (rupaprasdda, cf. Kosa, I, p. 13), a subtle and excellent substance derived from the great 
elements (bhautika) is caused, having the level of the dhyana that had been used as point of support. This rupa constitutes 
eye and ear; it sees and hears; it constitutes what is called the divine eye, the divine ear. Arising as a result of a substance 
(rupa) of the level of the dhyanas, the organs are divine in the proper sense of the word. 
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acquired acquiescence in the doctrine of non-arising ( anutpattikadharmaksdnti ) are not limited to the six 
destinies ( sadgati). It is solely in order to convert beings by virtue of their dharmakaya that they appear in 
the ten directions ( dasadis ). In the bodhisattvas of the threefold world ( tridhdtuka ) who have not yet 
attained the dharmakaya, the divyacakusus results sometimes from practice and sometimes from 
retribution. 

Question. - The qualities ( guna ) of the bodhisattvas surpass those of the arhats and the 
pratyekabuddhas. Why praise their divine eye of lesser quality which is shared with ordinary people 
(prthagjana ) and not praise their eye of wisdom ( prajndcaksus ), their Dharma eye ( dharmacaksus ) or their 
Buddha eye ( buddhacaksus )?^41 

Answer. -There are three kinds of gods ( deva ): i) the metaphorical gods ( sammatideva ), ii) the gods by 
birth ( upapattideva), iii) the pure gods (visuddhideva) .^42 The cakravartin kings and other maharajas are 
called sammatideva. The gods of the caturmaharajakayika heaven up to those of the bhavagra are called 
upapattideva. The Buddhas, the dharmakaya bodhisattvas, the pratyekabuddhas and the arhats are called 
visuddhideva. These obtain the divine eye by practice and this is called the divyacaksurabhijnd. This eye of 
the Buddhas, the dharmakaya bodhisattvas and the visuddhidevas, cannot be acquired by ordinary people 
(prthagjana) who lack the five abhijnds, nor can it be acquired by the sravakas and the pratyekabuddhas. 
Why? The lesser arhats see a sahasralokadhatu if their intellect is small, a dvisahasralokadhatu if their 
intellect is great. The higher arhats see a dvisahasralokadhatu if their intellect is small, a trisahasraloka- 
dhatu of their intellect is great. It is the same for the pratyekabuddhas. 343 _ Such is the 
divyacaksurabhijnd. 

C. What is the abhijhd of the divyasrotra, or the divine ear? It is a subtle form ( rupaprasada ) derived from 
the four great material elements ( caturmahdbhutabhautika ) which occurs in the ear and which allows all 
the [98b] sounds ( sabda ) and words of the gods, men and beings in the three unfortunate destinies [the 
hells, the pretas and animals] to be heard. How is the divyasrotrabhijnd obtained? It is obtained by practice 
( bhdvand ), by continually reflecting on all kinds of sounds. Such is the divyasrotrabhijnd. 

D. What is the abhijnd of the purvanivdsdnusmrti, or memory of previous lifetimes? It is the faculty of 
going back in memory over the course of days, months and years as far as the period of the gestation in the 


341 These 'eyes' will be defined below, k. 7, p. 112b. 

342 These three types of gods to which the Mpps will return later, k. 7, p. 112b, have already been mentioned in the 

canonical literature: Cullaniddesa, p. 307; Vibhanga, p. 422: Tayo deva: sammatideva, upapattideva, visuddhideva . 

arahanto vuccanti. 

Later, at k. 22, p. 227c, the Mpps will explain that there are four kinds of gods. "The nominal gods, the gods by birth, the 
gods of purity and the gods of native purity. The nominal gods are, for example, the king who is called T'ien tseu (Son of 
god, or devaputra)." According to Levi, Devaputra, JA, Jan-Mar. 1934, p. 11, this is an allusion to the Kusana dynasty 
whose princes Kaniska, Huviska, Vasudeva, have always taken the title of devaputra. This fact is worth remembering in 
the matter of dating the Mpps. 

343 Kosa, VII, p. 124. The mahasravakas, wishing to see by the divine eye, put forth a great effort, see a dvisahasra 
madhyama lokadhdtu. The pratyekabuddhas see a trisahasra mahdsahasra lokadhdtu. The Buddha bhagavat sees the 
asamkhya lokadhdtu', he sees whatever he wishes. 
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womb and, finally, past existences:^4 one lifetime, ten lifetimes, a hundred, a thousand, ten thousand, a 
koti of lifetimes. The great arhats and pratyekabuddhas can go back over 80,000 great kalpas. The great 
bodhisattvas and the Buddhas know an unlimited ( aparmdna ) number of kalpas. Such is the 
purvanivasanusmrtyabhijna. 

E. What is the abhijna of paracittajnana or knowledge of others' minds? It is knowing if another's mind 
( paracitta ) is stained ( samala ) or stainless ( vimala ). The practitioner first considers [his own mind] in its 
arising ( utpdda ), its duration ( sthiti ) and its destruction ( bhanga ). By ceaselessly reflecting on it 
(satatamanasikdra) he succeeds in discerning in others the signs ( nimitta ) of joy ( muditd ), of hatred 
( dvesa ) and of fear ( bhaya, visdda). Having seen these signs, then he knows the mind.545 This is the first 
gate of the knowledge of others' minds. 

We have finished the explanation of the five abhijnas. 


6. ADEYAVACANA 

Sutra: Their words are worthy of faith ( adeyavacanaih ).546 

Sdstra: The devas, manusyas, nagas, asuras and all great men accord faith to their speech and this is the 
reward ( vipdka ) for their language that is free of frivolity ( asambhinnapraldpa ). The punishment for those 
of frivolous speech^4? is that nobody believes them even if they speak the truth. Some stanzas say: 

They fall among the pretas, 

Flames shoot out of their mouth. 

On all sides, they utter loud cries: 

This is the punishment for their sins of speech. 


They have heard much ( bahusruta) and seen much ( bahudrsta ). 

544 Kosa, VII, p. 103: the practitioner who wishes to remember previous lifetimes begins by seizing the nature ( nimittam 
udgrhya = cittaprakdram paricchidya) of the mind which is about to perish; from this mind, he goes back by considering 
(ntanasikurvan ) the states which immediately succeed one another in the present existence back to the mind at 
conception ( pratisamdhicitta ). When he reaches a moment of mind of the intennediate existence ( antardbhava ), the 
abijna is realized. 

545 Kosa, VII, p. 102: The practitioner who wishes to know others' minds first considers, in his own series, the nature 
(nimitta) of the body and of the mind: "Such is my body, such is my mind." When he has considered his own body and 
his own mind, envisaging in the same way the series of another, he takes into account the nature of the body and the mind 
of another: in this way he knows the mind of another and the abhijna arises. When the abhijna is realized, the practitioner 
no longer considers the body, the riipa; he knows the mind directly. 

546 Adeyavacanata was one of the qualities of Anathapindika; cf. Vinaya, II, p. 158. - This virtue is described in Bodh. 
bhumi, p. 28-29: yatpunah sraddheyo bhavatipratyayitah .... iyatn ucyate adeyavacanata. 

547 F r jy 0 ious speech ( sambhinnapralapa ) is one of the ten akusalakarmapathas; cf. below, k. 8, p. 120b. 
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They preach the Dharma in the great assemblies, 
But as a result of their lack of good faith ( chanda ) 
Nobody believes them. 


The person who desires vast renown (ming wen = yasas ) 

And wishes to believed by people 

Should therefore show straightforwardness 

And avoid frivolous discourse ( sambhinnapraldpa ). 

7. AKUSlDA 

Sutra'. They were without laziness (, akusTdaih ). 

Sdstra: In householders ( grhastha ), laziness ( kausidya ) ruins wealth ( dhana ) and merits ( punya ); among 
monastics ( pravrajita ), it ruins celestial happiness ( svargasukha ) and the bliss of nirvana ( nirvdnasukha ); 
in both, one's good name (yasas) is lost. Even great culprits and great thieves avoid laziness. A stanza says: 

Laziness ruins good minds. 

The shadows of ignorance replace the light of wisdom. 

All good resolutions disappear. 

Great works also are doomed to failure. 

This is why the bodhisattvas are said to be akusfda. 


8. APAGATALABHAYASASCITTA 

Sutra: Apagataldbhayasascittaifr, they have renounced greed ( labhacitta ) and ambition (yasascitta ).^48 

Sdstra : Greed is like a thief; it destroys the root of the qualities ( gunamula ). Just as a heavy frost destroys 
the five grains, so greed and ambition destroy the young shoots (bya) of the qualities (guna) and prevent 
them from prospering. The Buddha made the following comparison ( upamdna ): "Just as a horse-hair rope 


548 There are eight lokadharmas with which a person may be especially preoccupied and which lead to his ruin: gain 
(Icibha) and glory (yasas ) are among them. Cf. DIgha, III, p. 260; Aiiguttara, IV, p. 156 sq.; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 40, 
p. 764b. The canonical scriptures many times note the dangers of gain and honors ( labhasakkdra: cf. Vinaya, II, p. 196; 
Ittivuttaka, p. 73), of gain, honor and fame (labhasakkhdrasiloka: cf. Majjhima, I, p. 192; Samyutta, II, p. 227, 237; 
Anguttara, II, p. 73; II, p. 343, 377). 
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(valarajju ) binds a man, tears his skin ( chavi) and breaks his bones ( asthi), so the [98c] greedy man 
destroys the root of the qualities. "^49 Some stanzas say: 

Those who enter into a forest of sandalwood ( candana ) 

Gather up only leaves (parna); 

Or who go into the seven-jewel mountain ( saptaratnagiri ) 

Collect only crystals ( sphatika ). 

[In the same way], some men having entered into the Buddha’s Dharma 

Do not seek the bliss of nirvana 

But turn back to the pursuit of wealth and honors: 

They are cheating themselves! 


This is why the disciple of the Buddha 

Who wants to taste the taste of ambrosia ( amrtarasa ), 

Must abandon this blend of poison 

And zealously seek the bliss of nirvana. 

Just as a heavy frost 
Destroys the five cereals, 

So the man attached to wealth and pleasures 
Destroys respect (hri) and discipline ( dhuta ). 

From now on in this life, he burns up the roots of good; 
In the next life, he falls into hell. 

Like Devadatta 


549 xhis comparison occurs in Samyutta, II, p. 328, in the Rajjusutta which, error excepted, does not appear in the 
Chinese Tripitaka: Seyyathapi bhikkhave balavd puriso dcilhaya .... atthim chetva citthiminjam ahacca titthati. "If a man 
wraps a strong horse-hair rope around his leg tightly and saws it back and forth, the rope will cut through his skin, flesh, 
muscles and bones successively, and will not stop until it has pierced the marrow; in the same way, gain, honors and 
glory successively cut through the skin, etc." 

This comparison is repeated in the Ta tchouang yen louen king, T 201 (no, 41), k. 7, p. 293a, but E. Huber, in his 
translation of the Sutralamkara, has understood it wrongly: "Greed is more terrible than an enemy ... Such is the anguish 
of the rough rope (as note: We do not know what this anguish consists of) that tears the skin, destroys the flesh and bone 
and does not stop before having penetrated the marrow." Mao cheng is not a “rough rope" but a horse-hair rope 
(valarajju) with which limbs are sawed off. 
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Who was lost out of greed. -^0 

This is why the bodhisattvas are said to be apagataldbhayasashcitta. 


9. NIRAMISADHARMADESAKA 

Sutra'. They preached the Dharma disinterestedly ( nirdmisadharmadesakaih ). 

Sdstra: It is out of loving-kindness ( maitri ) and compassion ( karund ) that they preach the Dharma to 
beings, without greed for robes ( cfvara ), food ( dhdra ), fame ( yasas ) or power (prabhdva ). If they preach 
the Dharma, it is with great loving-kindness and great compassion because their minds (citta ) are pure 
( visuddha ) and because they have attained acquiescence in the doctrine of the non-arising of phenomena 
( anutpattikadharmaksdnti ). Some stanzas say: 

The learned preacher, rational, skillful in speech. 

Who preaches the Dharma well and stimulates people's spirits 

But who transgresses against the doctrine and commits wrongdoings 

Is like a cloud that thunders but cannot produce any rain. 


The accomplished person, learned and wise, 

But reticent, clumsy in speech and not eloquent. 
Cannot reveal the precious treasure of the doctrine: 
He is like a small shower without thunder. 


The undisciplined person without wisdom 
Who preaches badly and lacks good behavior 
Is an evil teacher without shame: 

He is like a little cloud with no thunder and no rain. 


The learned person, wise and eloquent. 

Who preaches the Dharma skillfully and stimulates people's spirits, 
Who observes the doctrine fearlessly with an honest heart, 


550 Dcvadatta is the archetype of those destroyed by their greed and selfish preoccupations. See Anguttara, IV, p. 160: 
Atthahi asaddhammehi abhibhuto .... etc. 
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Is like a great cloud that thunders and rains abundantly. 


551 


The great leader of the doctrine, guardian of the mirror of the doctrine. 

Who illuminates the Buddhadharma, treasury of wisdom, 

Who, guardian and propagator of the sayings, who rings the bell of the doctrine. 
Is like an ocean-going ship that assures to all the crossing of the sea. 


[99a] Like the king of the bees gathering nectar 

He preaches according to the counsel and intentions of the Buddha. 
He helps the Buddha, illuminates his doctrine and saves beings: 
Such a teacher of the doctrine is very difficult to find. 


10. GAMBHIRADHARMAKSANTIPARAMGATA 

Sutra: They have crossed over to the other shore of the patience relating to the profound dharmas 
( gambhiradharmaksantiparamgataih ). 

Sdstra: What are the profound dharmas ( gambhiradharma )? 

1) The twelve causes and conditions ( dvddasahetupratyaya) are called gambhiradharma. Thus the Buddha 
said to Ananda: "The twelve causes and conditions (or pratltyasamutpada) are profound ( gambhira ), 
difficult to probe ( durvigdhya ) and difficult to understand ( duranubodha )." 

2) Also, we call gambhiradharma the breaking of the thread (Jala) of the sixty-two wrong views 
( drstigata ) relating to the past ( atita ) and the future ( andgata ). Thus the Buddha said to the bhiksus: "The 
foolish ignorant person (bdlo srutavdn ) who wants to praise the Buddha finds only meager praises. In 
order to praise the Buddha truly, one should praise the purity of the precepts (, silasuddhi ), renunciation of 
desire ( vairdgya ), the profound doctrine ( dharma gambhira), difficult to sound ( durvigdhya ) and difficult 
to understand (duranubodha)."^^ 


551 These first four stanzas seem to be a versification of a passage of the Anguttara, II, p. 102 (cf. Tseng yi a han, T 125, 
k. 18, p. 635a) devoted to the four types of rain-clouds ( valdhaka ): The person who speaks and does not act ( bhasita no 
kattd) is compared to a cloud that thunders and does not rain ( gajjita no vassita ); the person who acts but does not speak 
(kattd no bhasita), to a cloud that rains but does not thunder ( vassita no gajjita ); the person who does not speak and does 
not act ( n'eva bhasita no kattd), to a cloud that neither thunders nor rains ( n'eva gajjita no vassita ); the person who speaks 
and acts (bhasita ca kattd ca), to a cloud that both thunders and rains (gajjita ca vassita ca). 

552 Brahmajalasutta in DIgha, I, p. 12 (Tchang a han, T 1, k. 14, p. 89c 18-21; Fan wang lieou che eul kien king, T 21, p. 

266a): Idam kho tam bhikkhave appamattakam . sammd vadammana vadeyyum. "Such, O monks, are the trifles, the 
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Here the Fan wang king (Brahmajalasutra) should be discussed fully. 

3) The three gates of deliverance ( vimoksamukha ) are also called ( gambhiradharma ) as the Buddha said in 
the Prajnaparamita. The gods praised him, saying: "O Bhagavat, this doctrine is profound", and the Buddha 
replied: "This profound doctrine has as its meaning ( artha ) emptiness ( simyatd ), wishlessness ( apranihita) 
and signlessness ( dnimitta )." 

4) The explanation of the nature of all dharmas ( sarvadharmalaksananirmocana ) is also called 
gambhiradharma : the true ( satya ) nature, indestructible ( aksaya ) and immutable ( aksobya , acala). 

5) Finally, we also call gambhiradharma the exclusion of inner conceptual knowledge 
(i adhydtmacittasamjndjndna ) and the fixing of the concentrated mind ( samdhitacittaikdgratd) on the pure 
true nature of all dharmas ( sarvadharmavisuddhasatyalaksana ). Just as, in the thick of a fog, one sees 
something that is not yellow as yellow, so by the play of conceptual knowledge one finds dharmas that are 
merely superficial. Just as a pure eye, not surrounded by fog, sees correctly as yellow that which is yellow, 
so the pure eye of wisdom (prajnacaksurvisuddhi), freed from conceptual knowledge, sees the true nature 
of dharmas. - When mixed with a yellow substance, clear water becomes yellow (pita)’, the water changes 
color [according to the dye]: blue (nila), red ( lohita ), white (avaddta), etc. It is the same for the mind: By 
the activity of conceptual knowledge, the fool ( bdla ) finds various natures in dharmas. Seeing that the true 
nature of dharmas is neither empty (sunya) nor non-empty (asunya), neither existent (sat) nor non-existent 
(asat), and penetrating deeply into this doctrine without deviations or blockage, this is what is called 
"having crossed over to the other shore of the acquiescence relating to profound dharmas" 
(gambhiradharmaksdntipdramgata). Pdramgata (in Chinese, tou) means "having obtained" the 
gambhiradharma. When [this acquiescence] is full, complete and without obstacle (asahga), one has 
"reached the other shore" (pdramgata ). 


11. VAISARADYAPRAPTA 

Sutra\ They have obtained the fearlessnesses (vaisdradhyaprdptaih). 

Sdstra: The bodhisattvas are endowed with the four vaisdradyas. 

Question. - The bodhisattvas have not 'done what had to be done’ (krtakrtya) and have not acquired 
omniscience (sarvajndna)’, how can the sutra say that they have acquired the four vaisdradyas? 


minute details of the simple morality of which worldly people speak when praising the Tathagata. But there are other 
profound dhannas, difficult to see, difficult to understand, peaceful, exquisite, eluding controversy, subtle and cognizable 
only by the wise. These are the ones which the Tathagata himself recognized and realized and which he truly propounds; 
one should speak of these when one wants to praise the Tathagata properly in a manner confonning to the truth." 
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Answer. - The vaisdradyas , the fearlessnesses, are of two types: the vaisdradya of the Buddha and the 
vaisdradya of the bodhisattva.553 These bodhisattvas do not possess the vaisaradyas of the Buddha but 
they have acquired those of the [99b] bodhisattva. This is why they are called vaisdradyaprapta. 

Question. - What are the four vaisdradyas of the bodhisattva? 

Answer. - 1) He preaches the Dharma in the assembly with assurance because he remembers everything 
that he has heard, because he has acquired the dharanis and because he always remembers without 
forgetting. 

2) In the assembly he preaches with assurance because he knows all beings, the means of liberating them, 
the strength or weakness of their faculties ( indriya ) and, in this way, he preaches the Dharma to them 
according to their needs (yathdyogam ). 

3) In the assembly he preaches the Dharma with assurance because he sees in the [four] directions - east 
( purvasyam disi), south ( daksinasyam disi), west {pascimdydm disi) and north ( uttarasydm disi) - in the 
four intermediate directions ( vidis ) and also at the zenith ( upasistdd disi ) and the nadir ( adhastdd disi), that 
there is nobody who can come and make any objection ( codana ) to which he would be unable to reply 
correctly. 

4) In the great assembly he preaches the Dharma with assurance for he authorizes all beings to set 
objections for him; he answers appropriately according to their wishes and he is able to cut through the 
doubts ( samsayacchedana ) of all beings. 

12. MARAKARMASAMATIKRANTA 

Sutra'. They have passed beyond the works of Mara ( mdrakarmasamatikranaih ). 

Sdstra : 1) There are four kinds of maras: a) the affliction-mara (klesamdra), b ) the aggregate-mara 
( skandhamdra ), c) the death-mara ( mrtyumdra ), d) the son-of-god-mara (, devaputramdra ), chief of the 
parinirmitavasavartin gods. 554 By attaining the state of bodhisattva, these bodhisattvas have destroyed the 
klesamdra', by acquiring the dharmakaya, they have destroyed the skandhamdra', by being always one- 
pointed ( ekacitta ), by not adhering to any (heavenly) sphere and by entering into the immoveable 
concentrations ( acalasamddhi ), they have destroyed the paranirmitavasavartin devaputramdra. This is why 
it is said that they have passed beyond the works of Mara. 


553 ■pkg vaisaradyas of the Buddha are listed in the Mahavyutpatti no. 131-134; those of the bodhisattva, ibid., no. 782- 
785. See also Samgraha, p. 59, for a short bibliography of the vaisdradyas. 

554 These four maras are mentioned in Mahavastu, III, p. 273, 281; Madh, vrtti, p. 442; Dharmasamgraha, ch. LXXX; 
Siksasamuccaya, p. 198. - The late Pali sources recognize a further mara, abhisahkhara-mara; cf. Malalasekera, II, p. 
611-613. 
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2) Furthermore, in the Prajnaparamita, in the chapter on Kio mo (Maravabodhaparivarta),555 the Buddha 
spoke of the activities and the works of Mara. When one has completely gone beyond the activities and 
works of Mara, one merits the epithet mdrakarmasamatikrdnta. 

3) Furthermore, rejection of the true nature of dharmas (s arvadharmasatyalaksana) and the other 
destructions of this kind are called mara as well. 

4) Finally, the afflictions ( klesa ), the fetters ( samyojana ), the bonds of desire ( kamabandhana ), the 
outburst of attachment (; rdgaparyavasthdna ), the aggregates, the bases of consciousness and the elements 
( skandhayatanadhatu ), the god Mara ( mdradeva ), Mara's people ( marakayika ), Mara's servants 
(marajana), etc., are also called Mara. 

Question. - Where is it that the bonds of desire ( kamabandhana ) and other fetters ( samyojana) are called 
mara? 

Answer. - In the Tsa tsang king (Ksudraka), 556 the Buddha addressed the following stanzas to king 

Mara;557 

Thi s chapter dedicated to Mara is in the Pancavimsati. It is entitled Kio mop'in (Maravabodhaparivarta) in Moksala's 
version, T 221, chap. XLVII, k. 10, p. 72c-74b; - Mo chep'in (Marakarmaparivarta) in Kumarajlva's version, T 223, chap. 
XLVI, k. 13, p. 318b-320b. The Marakarmaparivarta, chap. 21 of the Astasahasrika, ed. R. Mitra, p. 385-396, is very 
similar. 

556 s. Levi, Les seize Arhats protecteurs de la loi, Extract of JA, 1916, p. 32 sq., shows how the Chinese translators 
rendered the name Ksudraka dgama by the words Tsa tsang, 'mixed collection [pitaka]' in order to distinguish it from Tsa 
a han, the traditional designation for the Samyukta dgama. But I [Lamotte] doubt whether Tsa tsang king restores an 
original Ksudrakagama, because the Mpps is familiar with only four agamas, namely, Ekottara, Madhyama, DIrgha and 
Samyukta (cf. Mpps. T 1509, k. 2, p. 69c; k. 33, p. 306c) , in contrast with Pali Buddhism which knows five nikayas, 
namely, DIgha, Majjhima, Samyutta, Aiiguttara and Khuddaka. If it then cites a Ksudraka, it cannot be under the title of 
dgama, but only under the name of a sutra or group of separate sutras. This is why, in the manner of the Kosavyakhya, p. 
33 ( Arthavargiydni sutrani ksudrakapathyante ), I [Lamotte] have translated Tsa tsang king only as "ksudraka". 

55? These stanzas occur, with a few differences, in the Suttanipata, v.436-439, 443-445, 449, and Lalitavistara, p. 262- 
263, the texts of which follow: 

Suttanipata: Lalitavistara: 

436) Kdmma tepathamd send.... Kdmcis teprathamma send.... 

catutthi tanhaq puvuccati// trsna send carurthika// 

437) Pancamt thmamiddhhan te.,,, Pancamistyanamiddham te.... 

makkho thambho te atthamo// krodhamraksau tathastami// 

438) Icibho siloko sakkaro.... Ldbaslokau ca satkdro.... 

pare ca avajanati// yas ca vai dhvamsayet paran// 

439) Esa, Namuci, te send.... Esd hi Namuceh send 

jetva ca labhate sukham// krsnabandho pratdpmah/ 

440) Esa munjam parihae.... 
yatice jive parajita// 

441) Pagdlhd ettha na dissanti.... Atravagddhd drsyante 
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Desires ( kdma) are your first army (send), 

The army of sadness ( arati ) is the second, 

The army of hunger and thirst (ksutpipdsd) is the third. 

The army of greed (trisna) is the fourth. 

The fifth is the army of languor and torpor ( stydnamiddha ), 

The army of fear ( bhaya ) is the sixth. 

Doubt ( vicikitsd ) is the seventh army 

The army of anger ( krodha ) and hypocrisy (mraksa) is the eighth. 

The ninth army is covetousness ( labdhd ) 

And attachment to vain glory ( mithyaysas ), 

The tenth army is self-praise (atmotkarsa) 

And distrust of others (pardvajnd). 

[99c] These, your armies, 

No person in the world 

Or any god 

Can destroy them. 

By the power of wisdom's arrow, 


yena gachanti subbhata// 

442) Samanta dhajinim disva.... 

Md mam (hand acavayi// 

443) Yam te tarn na-ppasahati (sic].... 
dunam pattam va asmana// 

444) Vasimkaritvd samkappam.... 
sdvake vinayam puthu// 

445) Ty-appamattcipahitattd.... 
yattha gantva na socare// 

449) Tassa sokaparetassa vmd.... 
tatt' ev' antaradhayatha// 


Ete sramanabrahmanah. 

Yd te send dharsayati.... 

te dmapdtram ivambuna// 
Smrtim supasthitam krtvd.... 
kim karisyasi durmate// 

(In prose) Evam ukte Marah .... 
tatraivantaradhdt. 
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By cultivating concentration and wisdom, 
I will smash your army, O Mara, 

Like a clay pot (, amapatra ). 

With a mind solely cultivating wisdom 
I will save the world. 

My disciples, full of energy, 

Ever mindful, will cultivate wisdom. 


Following my example, they will progress in accordance with the Dharma 
And will certainly reach nirvana. 

Even though you do not want to let them, 

They will go where you cannot go. 


Then king Mara, on hearing this, 

Angry and confused, departed; 

And the evil army of maras 
Also disappeared and vanished. 

Such is the mara of the fetters ( samyojana ). 

Question. - Where are the five aggregates ( skandha ), the eighteen elements ( dhdtu ) and the twelve bases of 
consciousness ( ayatana ) named mara? 

Answer. - On Mount Mo kiu lo (Makula), the Buddha taught [the following] to the disciple Lo t'o 
(Radha):^^^ "The form aggregate ( rupaskandha ) is mara; feeling ( vedand ), perception ( samjna ), formation 

558 ■pkg Mppg seems to attach great importance to the Radhasutras to which it often refers (see also k. 31, p. 282al8 and 
p. 295b28). Radha appears in the 46 suttas of the Radhasamyutta (Samyutta, III, p. 188-201) and in the sutras no. 111-129 
of the Tsa a han, T 99, k. 6, p. 37c-41b. But whereas the Radhasuttas of the Samyutta take place at Savatthi, the 
Radhasutras of the Tsa a han are located, as here, on Mount Mo kiu lo (64 and 11; 64 and 5; 122 and 14). Two questions 
arise: Where is Mo kiu lol Is there a connection between Mo kiu lo and Sravastl? 

There is a Mankulapabbata in the Comm, of Buddhavamsa, p. 3, and a Makula or Mankulakarama in the legend of Puma. 
The traditions relating to this individual are found in Majjhima, III, p. 267-270 (tr. Chalmers, II, p. 307-308); Samyutta, 
IV, p. 60-63 (tr. Woodward, Kindred Sayings, IV, p. 34-36); Tsa a han, T 99, no. 215, k. 8, p. 54b, and no, 311, k. 13, 
89b-c; Divyavadana, p. 24-55 (tr. Bumouf, Introduction, p. 200-245); Ken pen chouo... yao che, T 1448, k. 1, p. 7c-17a; 
Theragatha Comm., in Rh. D., Brethren, p. 70-71; Karmavibhanga, p. 63-64; PapancasudanI, V, p. 85-92; 
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(samskdra ) and consciousness ( vijndna ) are also mara. 559 Wishing to create for oneself a material 
existence ( rupdtmabhdva) in the future ( anagatajanma ) is to seek an unstable sphere ( calasthdna ); wishing 
to create a non-material existence ( drupydtmabhdva ) is again seeking an unstable sphere; wishing to create 
an aware, non-aware, neither aware nor non-aware existence {samjnd-asamjnd-naivasamjndndsamjnd- 
dtmabhdva ) is still seeking an unstable sphere. This instability is a bond of Mara ( mdrabandhana ); stability 
is the elimination of bonds, deliverance from evil." At this place, the Buddha said that the skandhas, dhdtus 
and dyatanas are mara. 

It goes without saying that the vasavartin devaputramara, the marakayikas and the marajanas are mara. 


SaratthappakasinI, II, p. 374-379. - In T 99, p. 89b, Si fang chou lou na "Srona of the west"; in T 1448, p. 12a, - Chou na 
po lo k'ie, "Sronaparantaka". He was born at Surparaka [in Pali, Supparaka; - in T 1448, p. 7c, Chou po lo kia ], at the time 
of the Greeks the major port of India on the sea of Oman (Periple of the Erythrean Sea, ed. H. Frisk, 52; Ptolemy, ed. L 
Renou, VII, i, v. 6). Honored by Asoka with a rock edict (Hultsch, Inscr. of Asoka, p. 118), but reduced today to the rank 
of a modest locality by the name of Sopara in the district of Bombay. A Buddhist stupa has been discovered here with 
relics enshrined in stone, silver and gold caskets, as well as a coin from king Andhra Gautamlputra Satakarni. 

Puma, having become a rich merchant, went to SravastI with a large caravan; there he met the Buddha, was converted and 
entered the Order where he was distinguished by his zeal. One day he requested from the Buddha a short sermon that he 
could memorize so as to return to the Sronaparantakas; this is when the Buddha preached the Punnnovadasutta 
(Majjhima, III, p. 267-270). Puma returned to his compatriots, the Sronaparantakas. According to the PapancasudanI and 
the SaratthappakmasinI (loc. cit.) he lived in Ambahattapabbata, then successively in Samuddagirivihara, and Matulagiri, 
and finally in Makula(kd)rama (variant Mahkulaldrdma). In this monastery, located "not too near and not too far from the 
mercantile city of Surparaka" (cf. Papanca, V, p. 87: vanijagamassa natiduro naccasanno). Puma gathered around 
himself a large number of male and female disciples, and with the sandalwood which his brother had given him, he built a 
mandalamala "circular pavilion" (Papanca, II, p. 377), also called by the Divyavadana, p. 43, candanamdla prasada, 
"monastery or palace with levels or a sandalwood pavilion" (see the explanations by S. Levi in Karmavibhanga, p. 63 and 
64 as note: this palace is represented on a miniature studied by Foucher, Iconographie bouddhique, pi. I, no. 6). The 
Buddha flew there with 500 arhats and stayed overnight. The Papanca and the Sarattha (loc. cit) tell us that on returning, 
he stopped near the river Narmada (in Pali, Nammada, the present Nerbudda, which marks the boundary between 
Uttarapatha and Daksinapatha); he was received by the king of the nagas at whose request he left his foot-print on the 
bank. - In all likelihood, the Makulapabbata where Puma had built his monastery is identical with Mo kiu lo chan where 
the Tsa a han and the Mpps locate the Radhasutras. 

But then why does the Samyutta locate the Radhasuttas at Savatthi? Would it be out of a spirit of rivalry, in order to make 
Gangetic India the sole cradle of Buddhist texts and eliminate Aparanta (western India) from the map of holy places? The 
reason is simpler: SravastI and the big ports of Aparanta were in close touch. SravastI was separated from Surparaka by a 
distance of 100 to 125 yojanas (cf. Divyavadana, p. 44; Dhammapadattha, II, p. 214) which could be traveled in one night 
(ekarattiparivasena ) if the performance of Bahiva Daruclriya (Udana, I, 10, p. 7) is to be believed. We have seen that 
Puma, a native of Surparaka, led his caravans to SravastI; we know from the Divyavadana, p. 34, that the SravastI 
merchants brought their wares to Surparaka to load them onto the ships. The latter city was also an export and import port 
of western India. The Apadana, II, p. 476 and Jataka, III, p. 188 tell us that there was regular traffic between Surparaka, 
Bharukaccha, the actual Broach) and the enigmatic Suvama-bhumi, the Chruse Chersonesos of the Greeks. The echo of 
the Radhasutras preached at Surparaka would have been heard at SravastI or vice versa. 

5^9 cf Samyutta, III,p. 195: Rupam kho Rcidhci Metro vedana .... vihhanam Maradhammo. 
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Question. - Why is he called Mara? 

Answer. - He is called Mara because he carries off (harati) the ayusmat and because he destroys the good 
root of the dharmas of the Path and of the qualities (gz//?a).The heretics ( tirthika ) call him Yu tchou 
(Kamadhipati), Houa tsien (Kusumayudha) or also Won tsien (Pancayudha).560 [ n the Buddhist texts, he is 
called Mara because he destroys all good works. 

His actions and works are called marakarman. 

Question. - What are the works of Mara? 

Answer. - 1) They are defined in the chapter of the Kio mo (Maravabodhapari vartajQ 6' 

2) Furthermore, if people have had to undergo happiness and misfortune in the course of successive 
lifetimes, the causes are the fetters ( samyojana ) as well as king Mara, who is called the enemy of the 
Buddha (, buddhavairin ), the thief of the holy ones (, dryacaura ). Because he destroys [100a] the actions of 
all who are ascending the current ( pratisrotagdmin ), because he has a horror of nirvana, he is called Mara. 

3) Mara has three types of actions: a) play (lila), laughter ( hdsya ), idle chatter ( dlapd), singing ( gftd), 
dancing (nrtya), and everything that provokes desire ( rdga); b) iron fetters ( bandahana ), beating 
( ghattana ), whipping ( kasa ), wounds ( praharadana ), spikes ( kantaka), knives ( sastra ), slashing 
(. samchedana ) and everything that is caused by hatred ( dvesa); c) [demented mortifications] such as being 
burned, being frozen, tearing out one's hair (kesolluncana ), starving, jumping into the fire, throwing 
oneself into the water, falling onto spears and everything that results from stupidity (moha). 

4) Finally, the great hindrances ( ddFnava ), impure attachments to the world, that is all the work of Mara. 
Hatred of the good, scorn of nirvana and of the path to nirvana are also the work of Mara. Plunging into the 
ocean of suffering without ever awakening and innumerable errors of this kind are all the work of Mara. 
When one has rejected and abandoned these, one is marakarmasamatikranta. 


13. KARMAVARANAPRATIPRASRABDHA 

Siitra: They were liberated from the action-obstacle ( karmdvaranapratiprasrabdhaih ). 

Sastra: The person who is liberated from all evil actions ( papakarman ) is called 
karmdvaranapratiprasrabdha. 

Question. - There are three kinds of obstacles ( avarana ): i) the obstacle consisting of the afflictions 
(klesavarana), ii) the obstacle consisting of action ( karmdvarana ), iii) the obstacle consisting of retribution 
(vipdkdvarana j.^62 Why does the siitra set aside two of these and speak only of the karmdvarana here? 


560 ■p[ le e pithets of Kama, god of love, are innumerable: Kusuma: -astrah, -ayudhah, -isuh, -banah. -sarah; Panca: - 
isuh, -banah, -sarah. These five annies are: aravindam asokam ca cutam ca navamallikd / nilotpalam ca pahcaite 
Pancabanasya sayakah. 

56' See above. 

562 a detailed study of these three obstacles may be found in Kosa, IV, p. 202-205. 
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Answer. - Of these three obstacles, action is the greatest. Once accumulated ( upacitta ),^63 actions last for 
hundreds of koti of kalpas without being lost, changed or deteriorating; they produce their fruit of 
retribution ( vipdkaphala ) without loss of time; when these long-lasting actions meet the favorable complex 
[of conditions] and time ( sa„rm prdpya kalam ca ), they produce their fruit of retribution.^64 

They are like rice grains ( sdlibija ) that have fallen on the ground which, at the proper time, germinate 
without being lost or deteriorating. That is [the teaching] of the omniscient ( sarvajna .) buddhas worthy of 
respect by all. If Sumeru, king of the mountains, cannot reverse his actions, what can be said about an 
ordinary person (prthagjana )? Some stanzas say: 

The wheel of transmigration ( samsdracakra ) drags man along 

With his afflictions ( klesa ) and his fetters ( samyojana ). 

Very powerful, it turns freely; 

Nobody can stop it. 

Actions carried out during previous lifetimes 
Change into all kinds of forms. 

The power of action is very strong; 

It has no equal in the world. 

The actions of previous lifetimes are the masters 
Forcing a person to undergo their retribution. 

The wheel turns by the power of actions, 

It turns in the sea of samsara. 

The waters of the ocean can dry up. 

The earth of Sumeru can be exhausted, 

But the actions of previous lifetimes 
Are never used up, never exhausted. 

Actions accumulated ( upacitta ) for a long time 
Follow their creator 


563 Action accomplished (krta) and action accumulated ( upacitta ) must be distinguished. Action is said to be 
'accumulated' because of its intentional nature ( samcetanatah ), its completion ( samdptatva ), absence of regret ( kaukrtya) 
and counteragent (pratipaksa ), its accompaniment (pcirivara ) and retribution ( vipcikci). See Kosa, IV, p. 243-244. 

564 Paraphrase 0 f a well-known stanza endlessly repeated in the Vinayas and the Avadanas, such as the Divya, the 
Avadanasataka, etc.: na pranasyanti.... khalu dehinam. "Actions do not perish, even after hundreds of millions of cosmic 
periods. Meeting the desired complex [of conditions] and time, they ripen for the spirit." 
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Like a creditor 


Relentlessly following his debtor. 565 

Nobody can escape 

The fruit of the retribution of action; 

There is no place to escape it; 

One cannot escape it by asking for pardon. 

[100b] Action relentlessly pursues 

The beings of the threefold world. 

It is like the K'o li lo tch'a .566 

This action was defined by the Buddha. 

Wind does not penetrate into solids, 

The waves do not turn back in their course, 

Space suffers no harm, 

Neither does non-action. 

Actions have tremendous power 
Which is never ineffectual. 

When the time of retribution has come 
One cannot escape from it, one cannot avoid it. 
From the earth [one can] rise up to the sky 
From the sky, one can penetrate the Himavat, 
From the Himavat, one can plunge into the ocean: 
Nowhere will one escape from action.567 


565 An allusion to a theory of the Samittlyas on the mechanism of retribution: good or bad action perishes as soon as 
bom, but it deposits in the series ( samtana ) of the agent a certain entity called avipranasa comparable to the page on 
which debts ( rinapattra ) are recorded. See Madh. vrtti, p. 317-323 (tr. Lamotte, in MCB, IV, 1935-36, p. 276-280); 
Madh. avatara, p. 126,1. 12 (tr. Lav. Museon, 1910, p. 318); Karmasiddhiprakarana , MCB, IV, 1935-36, p. 230, n. 37). 

566 K' 0 n i 0 tck'a is the name of a tree according to the Bukkyo daijiten, p. 212a. 

567 Qf the s tanza of Divyavadana, p. 532, 561, and the Sanskrit Udanavarga, p. 98: 
naivantarikse na samudramadhye .... yatra sthitam na prasaheta karmall 

It has its Pali correspondent in Dhammapada, no. 127: 

na antalikkhe na samuddamajjhe .... yatthatthito munceyyapdpakamma.ll 
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Action forever follows us, 

Never does it leave us. 

It goes straight on, it does not miss its time 
Like the tide which follows the moon. 

This is why, [in order to praise them], it is said that the bodhisattvas are liberated from every action- 
obstacle ( sarvakarmavaranapratiprasrabdha ). 


14. PRATIIT Y AS AMUTP ANN ADH ARM ANIRDE S AKU SAL A 

Sutra'. They were skilled in teaching dependent origination ( pratityasamutpannadharmanirdesakusalaih)■ 

Sdstra: They are capable of teaching the twelve-membered ( dvddasangapratftyasamutpada )568 in 
different ways ( ndnddharmaparydyaih ). 

Affliction ( klesa ), action ( karman ) and basis ( vastu ) arise one after the other ( krama ) according to a 
continuous development ( paramparaprabandha ); this is called the twelve-membered 
pratlty asamutpada .569 

Three of these [twelve members] are called affliction (klesa)'. ignorance ( avidyd ), craving ( trsnd) and 
grasping ( updddna ); two members are called action (karman)'. formations (samskara) and coming into 
existence (bhava)', the other seven are called bases ( vastu ).570 

In genera/ (samdsatah), the three categories, affliction (klesa), action (karman) and suffering (duhkha) are 
mutual and reciprocal causes and conditions (parampardnyonyahetupratyaya): 1) Klesa is cause and 
condition for karman [because avidyd precedes the samskara s and updddna precedes bhava ]; 2) karman is 
cause and condition for duhkha [because samskara precedes vijndna and bhava precedes jati]; 3) duhkha is 
cause and condition for duhkha [because vijndna precedes namarupa; ndmarupa precedes saddyatana; 
saddyatana precedes sparsa; sparsa precedes vedand; jati precedes jaramarana ]; 4) duhkha is cause and 
condition for klesa [because vedand precedes trsna\.^\ Since klesa is cause and condition for karman, 
karman cause and condition for duhkha, and duhkha cause and condition for duhkha, it is a matter of 
mutual and reciprocal causes and conditions. 

1. Avidyd, ignorance, is all the afflictions (klesa) of past existence (atityajanma). 


It is often quoted in the Vinayas: cf. Che song liu, T 1435, k. 36, p. 260b; Ken pen chouo ... p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 18, 
p. 192c. 

568 in the third chapter of the Kosa, p. 60-138, there is a complete explanation of the problems related to 
pratltyasamutpada, along with an abundant bibliography. The monograph of L. de La Vallee Poussin, Theorie des douze 
causes, Gand, 1913, is still very instructive. 

569 Cf. Kosa, III, 68, 116. 

5^0 ibid., p. 68. 

571 ibid., p. 69. 
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2. From avidyci there arise actions (karman) which realize fruition in a universe ( lokadhatu ). These are the 
samskaras, formations. 

3. From samskara there arises a defiled mind ( samalacitta ), initial cause of the [present] existence. 
Because it is aware in the way that a calf ( vatsa ) is aware of its mother, it is called vijnana, consciousness. 

4. This vijnana produces both the four formless aggregates ( arupiskandha) [perception ( samjha ), feeling 
( vedand ), volition (samskara), consciousness (vijnana)] and form (rupa) which serves as base them. This is 
name and form, namarupa. 

5. From this namarupa there arise the six sense organs, eye, etc. (caksurddisadindriya). These are the 
saddyatanas, the six [inner] bases of consciousness. 

6. The meeting (samnipdta) of organ (indriya), object (visaya) and a consciousness ( vijnana ) is called 
sparsa, contact. 

7. From sparsa there arises vedand, sensation. 

8. Within vedand there arises an adherence of mind (cittdbhinivesa) called craving or thirst, trsnd. 

9. The tendency caused by trsnd is called updddna, grasping, attachment. 

10. From this updddna comes action (karman) which brings about the new existence 
(punarbhavahetupratyaya) which is called bhava, the act of existence. 

11. As a consequence of this bhava, one reassumes the five aggregates (skandha) of the new lifetime 
( punarbhava). This is called jdti, birth. 

12. The decay of the five skandhas coming from this jdti is called jardmarana, old-age-and-death. 
Jardmarana gives rise to dissatisfaction (daurmanasya), sorrow [100c] (parideva) and all kinds of worries 
(soka); and thus the mass of suffering (duhkhaskandhasamudaya) accumulates. 

If the purity of the true nature of dharmas (dharmasatyalaksanaviusuddhi) is considered one-pointedly 
(ekacitta), ignorance (avidyd) vanishes. When avidya has disappeared, the formations (samskara) also 
vanish and, as a result, [all the members of pratltyasamutpada disappear one after the other] until the entire 
mass of suffering (duhkhaskandhasamudaya) vanishes. The person who, by means of these soteriological 
means (updya) and by not being attached to wrong views (mithyddrsti), is able to teach people, is said to be 
skillful (kusala). Also said to be skillful is the person who, examining these twelve causes-and-conditions, 
rejects any system and refuses to adhere to it so as to understand only the true nature [underlying the 
pratltyasamutpada]. Thus, in the Prajnaparamita in the chapter entitled Pou k'o tsin (Aksayaparivarta), the 
Buddha says to Subhuti: "Avidya is indestructible (aksaya) like space; the samskaras are indestructible like 
space and similarly [all the members of pratltyasamutpada] and the mass of suffering 
(duhkhaskandhasamudaya) are indestructible like space. The bodhisattva should know that. The person 
who understands that cuts off the head of ignorance without falliong into it. The person who sees the 
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twelve-membered pratityasamutpada in that way will sit on the throne of bodhi ( bodhimanda ) and will 
become omniscient (sarvajnd)." 572 


15. ASAMKHYEYAKALPAPRANIDHANASUSAMARABDHA 

Sutra : They have formulated the vows since incalculable periods ago 

(i asamkhyeyakalpapranidhdnasusumdrabdhaih ). 

Sdstra: The meaning of the word 'asamkhyeya' has already been explained above in the chapter on the 
Bodhisattva. As for the word 'kalpa', the Buddha defined it by the following comparisons: 

"Suppose there is a rocky mountain {sailaparvata) four thousand li [in size] to which a venerable monk 
(i dyusmat ) comes once every hundred years ( varsasatasyatyayena ), brushing against it with his silk robe 
(kdsika vastra): this great rock mountain would be worn out before a kalpa passes."573 . "Suppose there is 

a great city ( nagara ) of four thousand li, full of mustard seeds ( sarsapa ), unsorted and not leveled out, and 
that a venerable monk comes once every hundred years and takes away one seed: the mustard seeds would 
have disappeared before a kalpa would have passed."^74 

During innumerable kalpas of this kind, the bodhisattva has formed the great vow to save all beings. This is 
what is called the vow of the Great Mind. In order to save all beings, the fetters ( samyojana ) must be cut 
through and supreme perfect enlightenment ( anuttarasamyaksambodhi ) must be realized. This is what is 
called vow. 


16. SMITAMUKHAPURVABHILAPIN 

Sutra: They speak with a smiling face ( smitamukhapurvdbhildpibhih ). 

Sdstra : Because they have uprooted hatred ( dvesa ), chased away envy ( Frsyd ), nd always practice great 
loving-kindness ( mahdmaitri ), great compassion ( mahdkarund ) and great joy ( mahdmuditd ), because they 


572 This passage of the Aksayaparivarta occurs in the Paiicavimsati; Moksala's transl., T 221, ch. LXVIII, k. 15, p. 
106a26-106b8; - Kumarajlva's transl., T 223, ch. LXVII, k. 20, p. 364bl0-24; - Hiuan-tsang's transl., T 220, k. 458, p. 
315c3-22. 

573 Pabbatasutta: Samyutta, II, p. 181; Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 949), k. 34, p. 242c; T 100 (no. 342), k. 10, p. 487c; Tseng yi 
a han, T 125, k. 51, p. 825c: Seyyathdpi bhikkhu mahaselopabbato .... gaccheyya na tv eva kappo. 

574 Sasapasutta: Samyutta, II, p. 182; Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 948), k. 34, p. 242c; T 100 (no. 3421), k. 16, p. 487c; Tseng yi 
a han, T 125, k. 51, p. 825b: Seyyathdpi bhikkhu ayasam nagaram yojanam .... pariydddnam gaccheyya na tv eva kappo. 
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have avoided the four kinds of evil speech ( mithyavada ),^5 they have acquired a pleasant face. Some 
stanzas say: 

Seeing a mendicant monk 
He treats him in four ways: 

As soon as he sees him, he looks at him kindly, 

He goes to meet him and speaks to him respectfully. 

He gives him a seat 
And fulfills all his wishes: 

[101a] With such generous inclinations 

The state of Buddhahood is quite close. 

The person who avoids the four sins of speech; 

Lying ( mrsdvdda ), slander (paisunya ), 

Harmful speech (parusya) and frivolous speech ( sambhinnapralapa ) 

Gains a magnificent reward 

The kind, gentle person who seeks the Path, 

Wishes to save beings, 

And avoids the four sins of speech 
Is like a harnessed horse. 


17. MAHAPARSANMADHYE VAISARADYASAMANVAGATA 

Sutra : In the great assembly, they are endowed with the fearlessnesses ( mahaparsanmadhye 
vaisaradyasamanvagataih). 

Sdstra : As a result of their great merits, their firm qualities and their wisdom, they have acquired a supreme 
dharanl of eloquence ( niruktidhdram) and, in the midst of the great assembly, they enjoy the fearlessnesses 
(vaisharadya ). Some stanzas say: 


575 The f our mithyavadas are lies ( mrsavada ), scandal (paisunya ), harmful speech (parusya ) and frivolous speech 
(sambhinnapralapa). Cf. DIgha, I, p. 4, 138; III, p. 232; Majjhima, I, p. 361-362; Samyutta, II, p. 167; Kosa, IV, p. 164- 
166. 


288 



Inwardly, his mind, his wisdom and his merits are slender; 

Outwardly, he resorts to fine words: 

He is like a bamboo ( venu ) without pith 
That shows only its exterior. 

Inwardly, his mind, his wisdom and his merits are vast; 

Outwardly he makes use of true words: 

He is like a beautiful diamond ( vajra ) 

The inner and outer power of which are complete. 

Moreover, they are endowed with the fearlessnesses, they are handsome, of noble family and of great 
power. Their discipline (sila), their concentration ( samadhi ) and their wisdom ( prajna ) are perfect. Having 
nothing to fear, this is why they are fearless in the midst of the great assembly. Some stanzas say: 

The person of little merit and without wisdom 

Is unable to occupy a high seat. 

He is like a wolf in the face of a lion 

That crouches down and does not dare to come out. 

The great sage is without fear, 

He can occupy the lion's seat. 

He is like the lion whose roar 
Makes all the beasts tremble. 

Having accumulated immense and infinite wisdom and merit, they have nothing to fear. Some stanzas say: 
The person who has destroyed all his faults 
And succeeds in avoiding the minor sins, 

A great virtuous person of this kind 
Has no vow that cannot be realized. 

This person of great wisdom 
Is free of suffering in this world, 

Because for such a person 
Samsara and nirvana are identical. 
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Finally, they have acquired only the fearlessnesses belonging to the bodhisattva. Thus, in the P'i na p'o na 
wang king,576 it is said that the bodhisattvas acquire only the four fearlessnesses ( vaisdradya ). This has 
been said above. 

18. ANANTAKALPAKOTIDHARMADESANANIHSARANAKUSALA 

Sutra : For innumerable koti of kalpas, they have been skilled in preaching the Dharma and in surpassing 
( anantakalpakotidhannadesandnihsaranakusalaih ). 

Sdstra: They themselves have thoroughly cultivated the roots of good [101b] ( kusalamula ), such as zeal 
(i apramdda ), etc. This was not for just one, two, three or four lifetimes, but indeed for innumerable 
asamkhyeyakalpas that the bodhisattvas have accumulated qualities ( guna ) and wisdom ( prajnd ). A stanza 
says: 

They have produced the great thought for beings; 

The person who disdains and scorns them 
Commits an unspeakably grave sin. 

Flow much more guilty the person who wants to harm them! 

Moreover, for incalculable ( asamkhyeya ) and immeasurable ( aprameya ) kalpas, the bodhisattvas have 
cultivated their body, practiced discipline ( sila ), exercised their mind ( citta ) and their intelligence ( mati ), 
understood themselves arising ( utpdda ) and cessation ( nirodha), the bonds (bandhana) and deliverance 
(vimoksa), intractability ^71 (pratiloma) and adaptability^^ ( anuloma)\ they understand the true nature of 
dharmas ( dhannasatyalaksana ); they possess the three kinds of analysis ( nirmocana ), namely, of text 
(sruta), of meaning ( artha ) and of acquisition ( Idbha ); they understand the various sermons 
(ndnddharmaparyaya) without difficulty (pratigha ); in order to preach the doctrine they use the virtue of 
skillful means ( updyakausalyapdramitd ) and the virtue of wisdom ( prajnapdramitd ); all the words of these 
bodhisattvas are the words of the aryas to whom it is appropriate to accord faith. Some stanzas say: 

The person who is intelligent but who lacks knowledge 

Does not know the true nature. 

Fie is like an eye that can see nothing 

In complete darkness. 

The learned person who has no wisdom 


576 Lamotte says he does not know what sutra this is. 

577 Lamotte translates pratiloma as "rebellion" in French, in English 'intractibility’’. Monier Williams gives: reverse, 
inverted, adverse, hostile, disagreeable, unpleasant, in inverted or reverse order, against the natural course or order. 

57% Lamotte translates anuloma as "adaptation", in English, adaptability. Monier Williams gives: natural direction, in 
order, regular, successive, conformable. 
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Also does not know the true meaning. 
He is like a lamp (dfpa) in full daylight 
Where the eye would be absent. 


As for the learned person of keen wisdom, 

His words merit trust. 

The person who has neither wisdom nor knowledge 
Is just an ox in a human body. 

Question. - The sutra should say that the bodhisattvas for innumerable koti of kalpas are skilled in 
preaching the doctrine; why does it also say [that they are skilled] in surpassing ( nihsarana )? 

Answer. - The bodhisattvas preach easy subjects to the ignorant and the disciples; they preach difficult 
subjects to the learned ( bahusruta ) and the masters with keen wisdom ( tfksnaprajnopadesa ). Among 
teachers of mediocre knowledge, they diminish themselves; among the saiksa and the learned ( bahusruta ), 
they welcome objections with courage and joy. Among all beings, they give evidence of great power 

(anubhava ). Thus, a stanza in the T'ien houei king (Devasamajasutra)^^ sa y s: 

His face, his eyes and his teeth gleam 
And light up the great assembly. 

He outshines the brilliance of all the gods 
Who all disappear. 

This is why it is said that for innumerable koti of kalpas the bodhisattvas have been skilled in preaching the 
doctrine and in surpassing. 


579The Taisho edition has T'ien houei king "Sutra of the assembly of gods", but one should read Ta houei king "Sutra of 
the great assembly" according to the Souei and T'ang editions. Ta houei king is the title given to the Mahasamajasutra in 
the Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 19), k. 12, p. 79b, and in the Che song liu, T 1435, k. 24, p. 174b which, in order to avoid 
error, also adds the title in transcription: Mo ho cha mo k'i kien. There are several editions of this text, which E. 
Waldschmidt has studied in detail: 

1) Sanskrit text, Mahasaajasutra, occurring in central Asia and published in Waldschmidt, Bruchstiicke, p. 149-206. 

2) Pali text, Mahasamayasuttanta, in Dlgha (no. 20), II, p. 253-262. - Cf. Samyutta, I, p. 26-27. 

3) Chinese translations in Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 19), k. 12, p. 79b-81b; Ta san mo jo king, T 19, vol. I, p. 258-259; Tsa a 
han, T 99 (no. 1192), k. 44, p. 323a; T 100 (no. 105), k. 5, p. 41 la. 

4) Tibetan translations: Hdus pa chen pohi mdo or Mahasamayasutra (cf. Csoma-Feer, p. 288; OKC, no. 750, p. 226); 
Mdo chen po hdus pa chen polio mdo €es bya ba or Mahasamajasutranamamahasutra, of which there are two versions (cf. 
OKC, no. 332, p. 112; no. 688, p. 174). 

This sutra is cited under the title of Mahdsamajrya in Karmavibhanga, p. 156. 

Error excepted, the stanza which the Mpps attributes to it here does not occur in any of these versions. 
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CHAPTER XI: THE TEN COMPARISONS 


Text of the sutra commented upon in this chapter (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 4-5; Satasahasrika, p. 5). 

(19) Mdydmancidakacaridrdkdsapratisrutkdgandharvanagarasvapnachdydpatibimba- 

nirmanopamadharmadhimukatair (20) asangavaisbradyapratilabdhaih (21) sattvacittacaritajnaih 
suksmajndndvatdrakusalaih. 

These bodhisattvas accept that dharmas are like a magic show, a mirage, the moon reflected in water, 
space, an echo, a city of the gandharvas, a dream, a shadow, a reflection in a mirror, a metamorphosis. 
They have acquired the unhindered fearlessnesses. Knowing the process of mind and the behavior of 
beings, they are skilled in saving them by means of their subtle wisdom. 


19. THE TEN UPAMANAS 

[k. 6, 101c] Sutra\ These bodhisattvas accept that dharmas are like 1) a magic show, 2) a mirage, 3) the 
moon reflected in water, 4) space, 5) an echo, 6) a city of the gandharvas, 7) a dream, 8) a shadow, 9) a 
reflection in a mirror, 10) a creation ( mdydmancidakacandrdkdsapratisrutkd - 
gandharvasvapnachdyapratibimbanirmdnopamadharmddhimuktaih ).^80 


-^0 According to the teaching of the Prajnas and Nagarjuna, dhannas or phenomena are empty of self-nature 
(svabhavasunya ) because they result from causes ( pratftyasamutpanna ). These dharmas that are empty of self-nature, 
arising from dhannas that are themselves empty of self-nature, really do not arise ( anutpanna ): they are non-existent. But 
if things are non-existent, how can they be seen, heard, and experienced? It is to this question that the ten comparisons 
that are presented here reply: they are seen in the way that one sees a magical object, they are heard in the way that one 
hears an echo, they are experienced in the way that one experiences things in a dream, etc. 

A. Although canonical Buddhism and the Lesser Vehicle, which is its extension, limit their criticism to negation of the 
pudgala and acknowledge a real existence in dharmas, professions of nihilism in the spirit of pure Nagarjunaism may be 
found here and there in their scriptures. The Mpps will give a specimen of them: this is a stanza taken from the Samyutta, 
III, p. 142, often reproduced in the Pali texts: 

phenapindupamam rupam vedaba bubbidupama, 
mancikupama sanna sankhard kadalupamd. 
mdyupamanca vinnanam dipitadiccabanduna. 

"Form is like a mass of foam, feeling like a bubble of water, perception is like a mirage, volition is like the trunk of a 
banana tree, consciousness is like a magic show: this is what the Buddha, a relative of the sun, has taught." 

The Dhammapada, v. 170, may also be cited: 

yatha bubbulakam passe, yathd passe marTcikam. 
evam lokam avekkhantam maccuraja na passati. 

"See the world as a bubble of water, see it as a mirage. The lord of death does not see the person who considers the world 
in this way." 

Furthermore, most of the comparisons used by the Prajnas already occur in the canon but are presented in a different 
spirit; see Rhys-Davids-Stede, s.v. maya, marici, etc. 
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B. In order to explain dharmanairatmya, the Prajnas resort to ten type-comparisons of which the Mpps gives a specimen 
here. But their number is not fixed at ten and they do not follow the same order. 

Pancavimsati, Sanskrit text, p. 4: 1) maya, 2) marfci, 3) dakacandra, 4) svapna, 5) pratisrutka, 6) pratibhasa, 7) 
pratibimba, 8) nirmana (idem in Mahavyutpatti, no. 854). 

Ibid., Hiuan tsang's tr., T 220, vol. VII, p. Ib22: 1) maya, 2) marici, 3) svapna, 4) dakacandra, 5) pratisrutka, 6) 
khapuspa (sky flower), 7) pratibimba, 8) chaya, 9) nirmana, 10) gandharvanagara. 

Ibid., Moksala's tr., T 221, k. 1, p. la 17: 1) maya, 2) svapna, 3) pratisrutka, 4) pratibhasa, 5) chaya, 6) nirmana, 7) 
budbuda, 8) pratibimba, 9) marici, 10) dakacandra. 

Ibid., Kumarajlva's tr„ T 223, k. 1, p.217a: cf. Mpps. 

Satasahasrika, Sanskrit text, p. 5: 1) maya, 2) marici, 3) udakacandra, 4) svapna, 5) pratisrutka, 6) pratibhasa, 7) 
gandharvanagara, 8) pratibimba, 9) nirmana. 

Ibid, p. 1209: The category 'bodhisattva' is also unreal, like the following things: dkasasakuni, svapna, maya, marici, 
udakacandra, pratisrutka. pratibhasa, bimba, tathdgatanirmita. 

The Vajracchedika, p. 46, puts all of this into verse: tadyathdkase 
tdrakd timiram dipo ayasvasydya budbudam/ 
svapnam ca vidyud abhratn ca evam drastavyam samskrtamll 
"The conditioned should be thought to be like a star in space, shadows, a lamp, hoarfrost, a water bubble, a dream, a flash 
of lightning a cloud. - See the Khotanese commentary in Hoernle, Remains, p. 287. 

C. The Vaipulyasutras repeat this entire nomenclature: 

The Lalitavistara, p. 181, when listing the qualities of the bodhisattva, ends with the following list: 
mdydmaricisvapnodakacandrapratisrutkdpratibhdsopamasarvadharmanaydvatirnah. - The Avatamsaka, T 279, k. 44, p. 
232b, repeats it in regard to the ten ksantis. 

D. The great Madhyamaka masters, Nagarjuna, Deva, Candraklrti, Santideva, explain the ten comparisons in detail: 
Madh. karika and Madh. vrtti: maya, p. 45, 443, 449; marici, p. 188. 346. 457, 549; udakacandra and ambucandra, p. 53, 
109, 173; akasapuspa and khapuspa, p. 182; pratisrutka, p. 215, 518; gandharvanagara, p. 334, 340, 419; svapna, p. 289; 
bimba and pratibimba, p. 345, 495, 540 544, 545, 591; nirmana, p. 334, 552; aldtacakra, p. 173, 219, 238, 419; taimirika 
(a person suffering from ophthalmia), p. 30, 75, 261, 274, 445, 523. 

Catuhsataka, XIII, v. 325 (ed. Vaidya, p. 108; ed. Bhattacharya, p. 197): 
aldtacakranirmdnasvapnamdyambucandrakaih/ 
dhumikantah pratisrutkdmaricyabhraih samo bhavah// 

"Existence is like a burning brand brandished in a circle, a creation, a dream, a magic show, the moon reflected in water, 
a fog, an echo in the midst [of the mountains], a mirage, a cloud." 

E. The sutras from which the Vijnanavadin school is derived have adopted these comparisons: 

Laiikavatara, p. 25: 

maydsvapnopamah kena katham gandharvasamnibhah/ 
maricidakacandrdbhah kena loko bravihi me// 

"Tell me how is the world like a magic show, a dream, like [a city] of the gandharvas, like a mirage and the moon 
reflected in water?" 

The citations can be infinitely multiplied by referring to D. T. Suzuki's Index to the Laiikavatara Sutra, Kyoto, 1934, s.v. 
maya, marici, etc. 

Samdhinirmocana, I, v. 4-5, where the example of the magic show is fully developed. 
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1. Like a magic show (maya) 

Sdstra: These ten comparisons serve to explain empty dharmas ( sunyadharma ). 

Question. - If all dharmas are empty ( sunya ) like a magic show (maya), why are they seen ( drsta ), heard 
(. sruta ), felt ( ghrata ), tasted ( dsvadita ), touched (sprsta) and known ( vijhdta )? If they truly did not exist, 
how could one see them ... and know them? - Furthermore, if they are seen out of error although they do 
not exist, why do we not see sounds ( sabda ) and hear colors ( rupa)l - If all dharmas are equally empty 
(sunya) and non-existent (asat), why are some of them visible (sanidarsana) and others invisible 
(i anidarsana )? Being empty, dharmas are like a finger (ahguli) of which the first nail (nakha) is non¬ 
existent and likewise the second. Why is it that we do not see the second nail and we see only the first?-’*'’' 
Therefore we know that the first nail, which really exists, is visible, whereas the second, which does not 
really exist, is invisible. 

Answer. - Although the nature of dharmas (dharmalaksana) is empty, we can distinguish visible dharmas 
(sanidarsana) and invisible dharmas (anidarsana). Take, for example, magical elephants (hastin) and 
horses (aiva) and other things of this kind: we know very well that they are not real and yet we see their 
color, we hear their sounds; they correspond to the six sense-objects and they are not mixed up one with 
the other. In the same way, although dharmas are empty, we can see them, we can hear them, and they are 
not confused one with the other. 


Dasabhumika, p. 47: Ninth equality: 

sarvadharmamdydsvapnapratibhdsapratisrutkodakacandrapratibimbanirmdnasamatd. 

F. The Vijnanavadin masters Vasubandhu, Asanga, Hiuan tsang, etc., have used these comparisons. 

Vimsika, p. 1: examples of the taimirika, the gandharvanagara and svapna. 

Trimsika, p. 35: Vijhanam ca mdydgandharvanagarasvapnatimirdddv asaty alambane jayate (Consciousness arises 
like a magic show, like a city of the gandharvas, like a dream, like ophthalmia, etc., although its object does not exist.) - 
Ibid., p. 40: tatpristhalcibdhena jnanena mayamancisvapnapratisrutkodakacandranirmitasaman sarvcidharmdn pratyeti 
(By subsequent knowledge, one understands that all dhannas are like a magic show, a mirage, a dream, an echo, the moon 
reflected in water, a creation). 

Sutramkara, XI, 29-30, ed. Levi, p. 62: 

mdydsvapnamancibimbasadrsah .... vibuddhottamaih// "Like a magic show, a dream, a mirage and a reflection, like an 
image and an echo, like the moon reflected in water, and like a creation: this is how the fonnations are and have been 
elucidated by the Buddhas, the supreme enlightened ones." 

Samgraha, p. 122-124, where the dependent nature (paratantrasvabhava ) is compared successively to maya, marici, 
svapna, pratibimba, pratibhasa, pratisrutka, udakacandra and parinama. - The explanations given by the Bhasya are 
especially clear. 

Madhyantavibhanga, p. 229: tatha maya svatmany avidyamdne na hastyadyatmand .... gandharvanagarapratisrutkadayo 
veditavyah. 

Siddhi, p. 532, which repeats the explanations of the Samgraha. 

Lamotte says: "The meaning of this comparison escapes me." 
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Thus, in the To niu king (Therisutra) the then asks the Buddha: "O Bhagavat, is [102a] ignorance ( avidya ) 
internal ( ddhydtmika )?" 

"No." 

"Is it external ( bahirdhd )?" 

"No." 

"Is it both internal and external?" 

"No." 

"O Bhagavat, does this ignorance come from the previous lifetime ( purvajanma )?" 

"No." 

"Does it come from the present lifetime ( ihajanma ) and does it pass to the next one (punarjanma )?" 

"No." 

"Does this ignorance have an arising ( utpdda ) and a cessation ( nirodha )?" 

"No." 

"Is there a truly existent dharma that could be called ignorance?" 

"No." 

Then the therl said to the Buddha: "If ignorance is not internal, not external, neither internal nor external, if 
it does not pass from the previous lifetime to the present lifetime and from the present lifetime to the 
following lifetime, if it does not have a true nature, how can ignorance be the condition (pmtyaya ) for the 
formations ( samskara ) and so on [for the twelve members of [pratityasamutpada] up to this accumulation 
of this mass of suffering ( duhkhaskandhasyotpddah )? O Bhagavat, it is as if a tree has no root ( mulct)', how 
could it produce a trunk ( skandha), knots ( granthi ), branches ( sdkhd ), leaves (data), flowers (puspa) and 
fruit (phala )?" 

The Buddha replied: "The nature of dharmas is emptiness. However, worldly people (prthagjana), ignorant 
(i asrutavat ) and without knowledge ( ajhdnavat ), produce all kinds of afflictions ( klesa ) in regard to 
dharmas, [of which the main one is ignorance]. This affliction is the cause and condition {pmtyaya ) for 
actions of body, speech and mind ( kdyavdgmanaskarman) which are the cause of a new existence 
( punarjanma ). As a result of this existence we experience suffering (duhkha) or pleasure {sukha). Thus, if 
the affliction (i.e., ignorance) did not truly exist, there would be no actions of body, speech and mind, and 
we would not experience suffering or pleasure. When a magician {mdydkdra) creates all kinds of objects 
by magic, are these magical products internal (ddhydtmika) according to you?" 

"No." 

"Are they external?" 

"No." 
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"Are they both internal and external?" 

"No." 

"Do they pass from the previous lifetime to the present lifetime and from the present lifetime to the next 
lifetime?" 

"No." 

"Do the products of magic have a birth ( utpada ) and a cessation ( nirodha )?" 

"No." 

"Is there really a dharma that is the product of magic?" 

"No." 

Then the Buddha said: 

"Do you not see, do you not hear, the musical instruments ( vddya, turya) produced by magic?" 

"Yes, I see them and I hear them." 

"Then", continued the Buddha, "if the magic show is empty ( sunya ), deceptive ( vaiicaka ) and without 
reality, how can one get musical instalments by magic? 

"Bhagavat, although the magic show has no basis, one can hear it and see it." 

"Well," said the Buddha, "it is the same for ignorance. It is not internal, it is not external, it is not both, 
neither is it neither internal nor external. It does not pass from the past lifetime to the present lifetime nor 
from the present lifetime to the next lifetime; it has no true nature, it has neither birth nor cessation. 
However, ignorance ( avidyd ) is the cause and condition ( hetupratyaya ) for the formations ( samskara ) and 
so on up to the accumulation of this mass of suffering ( duhkha-skandhasyotpadah ). When the magic show 
is over, the products of magic vanish. In the same way, when ignorance is destroyed ( ksina ), the formations 
also are destroyed and so on [for the twelve members of pratltyasamutpada] up to the complete 
disappearance of the mass of suffering." 
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Moreover, this example of the magic show demonstrates that, among beings, all conditioned dharmas 
(samskrtadharma ) are empty (sunya) and without solidity (, adhruva ). And so it is said that all the 
formations ( samskara ) are like a magic show that deceives little children; they depend on causes and 
conditions (hetupratyaydpeksa), they are powerless and do not last for a long time 

[102b] ( acirasthitika ). This is why the bodhisattvas regard dharmas as a magic show. 


2. Like a mirage (marici) 

When the light of the sun (surydloka) and the wind ( vdyu ) stir up the dust (rajas), there is a mirage; in the 
desert (kdntdra), it appears as if there were gazelles ( ghotakamrga ) and, on seeing them, not knowing, we 
assume the presence of water ( vdri ). It is the same for the characteristics of male and female ( strfpurusa ): 
when the sun of the fetters (samyojana) and the afflictions ( klesa ) has heated up the dust of the formations 
(samskara) and the wind of bad thoughts (mithya-manasikara) swirls in the desert of transmigration 
(samsara), the person without wisdom asserts the characteristics of male and female (strfpurusa). This is a 
mirage. 

Furthermore, if the sight of the mirage from afar (viprakrsta) calls up the notion of water ( ydrisamjnd ), 
from close up (samnikrsta) this notion disappears. In the same way, when the ignorant person is far away 
from the holy doctrine (aryadharma), he is ignorant of the non-existence of self (anatman), the emptiness 
of dharmas (dharmasunyatd), and attributes to the aggregates (skandha), the elements (dhdtu) and the 
bases of consciousness (dyatana) the characteristics of a person, male or female [which are foreign to it]. 
But when he has come close to the holy dharma, he discovers the true nature of dharmas 
(dharmasatyalaksana) and scatters the illusions (vancana) and false notions (mithydsamjnd). This is why 
the bodhisattvas regard dharmas as a mirage. 


3. Like the moon reflected in water (udakacandra) 

Actually, the moon (candra) is situated in space (dkdsa) but its reflection (bimba) appears in the water 
(udaka). In the same way, 'the moon' of the true Dharma (bhutadharma) is in 'the space' of suchness 
(dharmatd) and the peak of existence (bhutakoti), but its 'reflection' - the wrong notions of 'me' and 'mine' 
(dtmdtmfyanimitta) - appear in the 'water' of the minds of fools (bdlacitta), gods or men. This is why 
[dharmas] are like the moon reflected in water. 

Furthermore, when a little child (bdlaka) sees the moon reflected in the water, he is happy and wants to 
grab it, but the adults who see it make fun of him. In the same way, the ignorant person, seeing his body, 
believes in the existence of a personal self (atman): lacking true knowledge, he sees all kinds of dharmas 
and, having seen them, he is happy and wants to grasp (udgrhnati) the characteristics of male or female 
(strfpurusa), etc.; but the aryas who have found the Path make fun of him. A stanza says: 

Like the moon reflected in water, like the water of a mirage, 

Like attainments in a dream, death and birth are like that. 
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The person who wants to really secure them 
Is a fool whom the aryas ridicule. 

Finally, it is in clear water that one sees the reflection of the moon; when the water is disturbed, the 
reflection vanishes. In the same way, it is in the pure water of an ignorant mind ( avidydcitta ) that the pride 
of self (i asmimana ) and the reflections of the fetters ( samyojana ) appear; but when the stick of wisdom 
( prajnadanda ) stirs up the water of the mind, one no longer sees the self or the other reflections of the 
fetters. This is why the bodhisattvas think that dharmas are like the moon reflected in water. 


4. Like space (akasa) 

Space is just a name ( ndmamdtra ) and not a real dharma.582 Space is invisible ( adrsya ) but, looking at it 
from afar, the eye perceives a light blue color. In the same way, dharmas are empty ( sunya ) and non¬ 
existent ( asat): the person who is still far away from pure true wisdom ( andsravasatyaprajna ) does not 
discover its true nature ( satyalaksana ) but sees in it atman, men (punts ) and women (stri), houses ( grha ) 
and cities (nagara), all kinds of different things ( dravya ), and his mind clings ( abhinivisate ) to them. When 
a little child ( bdlaka ) looks at the blue sky, he says that he sees a real color (varna); but those who fly up 
very high and come closer [to the sky] see nothing; it is when we look at it from a distance that we [102c] 
assert that we see a blue color. It is the same for dharmas. This is why the sutra says that they are like 
space. 

Moreover, space is always pure by nature ( svabhdvavisuddha ), but when it is overcast and covered [by 
clouds], people say that it is impure (, avisuddha). In the same way, the dharmas are always pure by nature, 
but when they are obscured by desire ( raga ), hatred ( dvesa ) and delusion (; moha ), people declare them to 
be impure. Some stanzas say: 

During the summer months ( grisma ), there is thunder, lightning and rain. 

Dark clouds cover the sky, the weather is not calm; 

In the same way, in ignorant ordinary people ( prthagjana ), 

All sorts of afflictions ( klesa ) cover over the mind. 

In a wintry ( hemanta ) sky, sometimes the sun shines, 

But usually it is dark and clouds cover it over. 

In the same way, the person who has acquired the first or second fniiP^ 

Is still darkened by the defilements of desire. 

In a spring ( vasanta ) sky, the sun is about to shine forth. 

But is still covered by dark clouds. 


58“ Cf. the refutation of space in Madh. vrtti. p. 129-130. 
583 -pijg srotaapattiphala and the s akrddgdmiphala. 
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In the same say, in the person who has renounced desire ( vTtaraga ) and has acquired the third fruit,584 
Residues of ignorance and pride still hide the mind. 

In autumn ( sarad ), the sun is not covered by clouds, 

The sky is pure like the water of the oceans. 

Having accomplished what had to be done ( krtakrtya ), being of an immaculate mind,585 
The arhat also is completely pure. 

Moreover, space is without beginning, middle or end (apurvamadhyacarama). It is the same for dharmas. 
In the Mahayana, the Buddha said to Siu p'ou t'i (Subhuti): "Space is beginningless, without middle and 
without end; and it is the same with dharmas." This text should be cited in full. This is why it is said that 
dharmas are like space. 

Question. - Space is a truly existent dharma. Why? If space were not a real dharma, it would not have the 
activity ( kdritra ) of rising up or lowering, going or coming, bending or spreading out, leaving or entering, 
etc., since it would not have the room in which to move. 

Answer. - i) If space were a truly existent dharma, it should have an abode ( adhisthdna, dspada). Why? 
Because without an abode, there are no dharmas. If space resides in holes (chidra), 5°6 S p ace would reside 
in space; therefore space does not reside in cavities. If it resided in any reality whatsoever, this abode 
would be real ( bhuta ) and not empty ( sunya ) and thus space would be unable to reside there and would 
have nothing to accommodate it. 

ii) Moreover, you say that space is the place of abiding ( adhisthdna ), but in a stone wall ( sailabhitti ) which 
truly exists, there is no place of abiding. If there is no place of abiding, there is no space. Since space has 
no abode, there is no space. 

Hi) Finally, space does not exist because it has no specific characteristic (laksana). 587 Each dharma has its 
own characteristic and it is because of this characteristic that we recognize its existence. Thus earth 
( prthivi ) has solidity ( khakkhatatva ) as its characteristic; water ( ap -), humidity ( dravatva ); fire ( tejas ), heat 


584 jjjg anagamiphala. 

585 Thg arhatphalci. 

586 p or t [ le Sarvasivadin-Vaibhasikas, space is the hole, opening, or the void (c hidram akasadhatvakhyam); it is light 
(alokci ) and darkness ( tamos ). For the Sautrantikas, it is just the absence of a resisting body 
(sapratighadravyabhavamatra ). See references in Kosa, I, p. 49-50. 

587 xhis paragraph and the following one are according to the commentary of the Madh. karikas, V, 1-2, p. 129-130: 
nakasam vidyate kimcit purvam .... bhave kramatdm kuha laksanam. "Space does not exist prior to the nature of space 
(namely, the absence of an obstacle: anavarana), for it would be without nature if it existed prior to its nature. - A 
substance without nature does not exist anywhere. Since a substance without nature does not exist, to what would this 
nature apply?" 
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(usnatva); wind (vayu), movement (fra«atva);5^consciousness (vijnana), intellection ( vijnaptitva ); 
wisdom ( prajnd ), insight ( bodhana); nirvana, cessation ( uccheda ). Not having such a characteristic, space 
does not exist. 

Question. - Space has a characteristic, but as you do not cognize it, you say [103a] that it does not exist. 
The characteristic of space is absence of rupa (matter). 

Answer. - That is not correct. Absence of rupa means elimination of matter, but that is not a separate 
dharma any more than the extinguishing of a lamp ( dfpa ) is not a distinct dharma. This is why space has no 
self-nature. 

Moreover, space does not exist. Why? You speak of rupa by saying that the absence of rupa is the self¬ 
nature of space; if that were so, insofar as rupa does not arise, the specific nature of space does not exist. 

Finally, you say that rupa is an impermanent dharma ( anitya ), but that space is a permanent ( nitya ) dharma. 
Before rupa existed, there should have therefore been a dharma called space, since it is eternal. If rupa is 
not absent, the self-nature of space does not exist, and if this nature does not exist, space does not exist 
either. This is why space is a mere name without any reality. The dharmas are also like space; they are 
mere names without any reality. Consequently, the bodhisattvas believe that dharmas are like space. 


5. Like an echo (pratisrutka) 

In a narrow valley, a deep gorge or an empty house, when a sound ( sabda ) or a noise is made, from this 
sound [that is produced] another sound arises that is called an echo. The ignorant person thinks that there is 
somebody who is repeating his words, but the wise person knows that the echo is not due to a third person 
and that it is solely by a reverberation of the sound ( sabdasparsa ) that there is a new sound called an echo. 
The echo is empty (sunya) of reality but it is able to deceive the ear organ ( srotrendriya). In the same way, 
when a person is about to speak, there is a wind (vdyu) in his mouth (mukha) called Yeou t'o na (udana) 
that passes to the nostrils ( ndbhi ); when it strikes the nostrils, an echo is produced and at the moment that it 
comes out, it strikes in seven places and subsides. That is language (abhildpa). Some stanzas say: 

The wind called udana 

Strikes the nostrils and rises up; 

This wind then strikes in seven places: 

The nape of the neck, the gums, the teeth and the lips, 

The tongue, the throat and the chest. 

Thus language is produced. 

The fool does not understand that; 


588 p or the na tu re 0 f the four elements, cf. Majjhima, III, p. 240-241; Pitrputrasamagamasutra, cited in 
Siksasamuccaya, p. 245; Mahavyutpatti, no, 1842-1843; Kosa, I, p. 22. 


301 



Hesitant, obstinate, he produces dvesa and molm. 

The person endowed with wisdom 
Is not worried, does not cling, 

And does not commit any mistake; 

He adheres solely to the [true] nature of dharmas. 

Bending and staying straight, bending and straightening up, 
[The sound] that comes and goes manifests the language. 
There is no agent there. 

This [language] is a magic show. 

How would anyone know 

That this skeleton, this bundle of nerves, 

Would be able to produce language 
Like molten metal ejects water? 

[103b] This is why the bodhisattvas regard dharmas as an echo. 


6. Like a city of the gandharvas 

When the sun rises, we see a city ( nagara ) of buildings with stories^^ ( kutdgdra ), palaces ( rdjakula ), 
with people coming in and going out. The higher the sun rises, the more indistinct this city becomes; it is 
just an optical illusion without any reality. This is what is called a city of the gandharvas. People who have 
never before seen it and who discover it some morning in the east believe in its reality and hurry towards it; 
but the closer they come, the more unclear it becomes and when the sun is high, it disappears. Tormented 
by hunger and thirst ( ksutpipdsd ), the people who perceive a haze like a herd of gazelles ( ghotakamrga ) 
believe in the presence of water and hasten towards it, but the closer they come, the more the illusion 
becomes blurred. Exhausted, worn out, they come to a high mountain or a narrow valley; they utter cries 
and groans and the echo replies to them; they believe in the presence of inhabitants and try to find them, 
but they tire themselves out in vain and find nothing. Finally, when they have reflected and understood, 
their illusion disappears. In the same way, the ignorant man thinks he sees an atman and dharmas in the 
aggregates ( skandha ), the elements ( dhdtu ) and the bases of consciousness ( dyatana ) which are empty 
(sunya) of any reality. Prey to desire ( rdga ), anger {dvesa) and obstinacy ( cittdbhinivesa ), they wander in 
the four directions to satisfy their desire. Lost and deceived, they are plunged into poverty and misery. But 
when they have recognized the non-existence of the atman and real dharmas by means of wisdom ( prajna ), 
their mistake ( vipaiydsa ) disappears. 


589 


Lamotte translates kutdgdra as 'etage'. Monier-Williams gives ‘an upper room, apartment on the top of a house'. 
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Furthermore, the city of the gandharvas is not a city; it is the mind of the person who sees it as such. In the 
same way, fools ( bala ) conceive of that which is not a body as a body (kayo) and as a mind (citta) that 
which is not a mind. 

Question. - A single example would suffice in understanding; why multiply the comparisons ( upamdna ) in 
this way? 

Answer. - i) We have already answered this question [by saying] that the Mahayana is like the waters of 
the ocean and it contains absolutely all dharmas. Since the Mahayana multiplies the arguments 
(, hetupratyaya ), the large number of comparisons is not a fault. 

ii) Moreover, the bodhisattvas have profound and sharp knowledge ( jnana ); it is by means of all kinds of 
teachings ( dharmaparyaya ), reasonings ( hetupraydya ) and comparisons ( upamdna ) that they eliminate 
dharmas. In order that people should understand, it is necessary to multiply the examples. 

iii) Finally, in the texts of the sravakas, we never find the example of the city of the gandharvas,590 but 
there are all kinds of other comparisons to illustrate impermanence ( anityatd). [For example, a sutra says]: 
"Form (; rupa ) is like a ball of foam ( phenapinda ); feeling ( vedand ) like a water bubble ( budbudha ); 
perception (, samjna) like a mirage ( marfci ), volition ( samskdra ) like the trunk of a banana tree 
(kadalfskandha); consciousness ( vijnana ) like a magic show ( mdyd ) and a magic net ( mdydjdla )."^1 l n 
the sutras, these are the comparisons used to illustrate emptiness. Since the city of the gandharvas is a 
different comparison, it is mentioned here. 

Question. - In the sravaka texts, the body ( kdya ) is compared to a city;592 w hy i s the example of the city of 
the gandharvas given here? 


59® Actually, the word gandhabbanagara does not appear in the Pali-English Dictionary of Rhys Davids-Stede. 

591 Stanza from the Phenasutta: 

a. In Pali, in Samyutta, III, p. 142; Cullaniddesa, p. 680: phenapindupamam rupam vedand bubbidupamd .... 
mayupamanca vinnanam dipitadiccabandhuna. 

It is commented on in the Visuddhimagga, p. 479 as follows: phenapindo viya rupam .... mdyd viya vinnanam , 
vancakato. 

b. In Sanskrit, in Madh. vrtti, p. 41: phenapindopamam rupam vedand budbudopamd.... vijndnam uktam adityabandhana. 

c. In Tibetan, in Madh. avatara, p. 22: gzugs ni sbu ba rdospa hdra .... iii main giien gyis nkah stsal to. 

d. In Chinese, in Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 265), k. 10, p. 69al8-20; Wou yin p'i yu king, T 105, p. 501bl8-20; Chouei mo so 
p'iao king, T 106, p. 502al6-18. 

59? For example, Samyutta, IV, p. 195-195 ( = Tsa a han, T 99, no. 1175, k.43, p. 315b-316a): Seyyathdpi bhikkhu radio 
paccantimam nagaram dalhudddpam .... sammaditthiya pe sammasamadhissa ti. 

[Imagine, O monk, a border city of some king, with solid foundations, with walls and solid towers, having six gates. 
There is a wise gate-keeper, careful and intelligent, who turns away certain visitors and allows others to enter. Having 
come from the east, a pair of express messengers speak to the gate-keeper: “Hey, man! Where is the lord of this city?" 
And the gate-keeper answers: "Gentlemen, he is in the square [within the city]." Then the pair of express messengers give 
the lord of the city a true message and then go back by the same road they came. Two other pairs of express messengers, 
coming from the west and the north, do the same. 
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Answer. - In the example of the city used by the sravakas, the subject of comparison exists as such 
( dravyasat ), whereas the city has merely nominal existence (prajnaptisat ). But in the city of the 
gandharvas, the subject of comparison itself is non-existent; it is like the burning brand flourished in a 
circle (i alatacakra )^93 that deceives the human eye. In the sravaka texts, the example of the city is used 
only to refute the atman. Here we use the example of the city of the gandharvas so that the bodhisattvas of 
keen faculties ( tiksnendriya ) penetrate the emptiness of dharmas deeply, which is why these are compared 
to a city of the gandharvas. 


I have given you, O monk, a parable and here is the meaning of it: 

The city, O monk, signifies the body composed of the four great elements, resulting from a father and a mother, nourished 
by rice and whey, undergoing eternal wear and tear, erosion, dissolving and disintegrating. 

The six gates, O monk, signify the six inner bases of consciousness (the eye organs, the ear organ, etc.). 

The gate-keeper, O monk, signifies attentiveness. 

The pair of express messengers, O monk, signify calmness and concentration, 

The lord of the city, O monk, signifies consciousness. 

The square in the inner city, O monk, signifies the four great elements, earth, water, fire and wind. 

The true message, O monk, signifies nirvana. 

The road on which to depart, O monk, signifies the noble eight-fold Path, namely, right view and the rest, and right 
concentration. 

The Buddha did not say any more about the lord of the city, but we know from Buddhaghosa (Sarattha, III, P. 60 sq.) that 
it is about a dissolute young prince whom the two messengers lead back to the right path. 

- In the Tsa a han, p. 315, the parable is slightly different and the Pali version has contaminated the interpretation, which 
follows: "Imagine there is a city in a border land, having well-constructed walls, solid gates and smooth roads. At the four 
gates of the city there are four guards; they are intelligent, wise, and know those who enter and those who depart. In this 
city there is a courtyard where the lord of the city is seated. When the messenger from the east arrives, he asks the guard 
where the lord of the city is, and the guard answers: "The lord is inside the city sitting in the courtyard." Then this 
messenger goes to the lord of the city, gets his orders and returns by the same road. The messengers from the south, west 
and north do the same and each returns to their place of departure. 

The Buddha says to the monk: I have told you a parable, now I will explain its meaning: The city is the person's body, 
coarse matter.... the well-constructed walls are the right views ( samyagdrsti ). The smooth roads are the six inner bases of 
consciousness ( adhydtmika sadayatana). The four gates are the four abodes of consciousness ( vijnanasthiti ). The four 
guards are the four foundations of mindfulness ( smrtyupasthana ). The lord of the city is consciousness ( vijnana ) and [the 
other] aggregates of attachment ( upadanaskandha ). The messengers are calmness and contemplation (read tche kouan = 
samathavipasyana in place of tcheng kouan). The true message is the four absolute truths ( paramarthasatya , which 
probably should be corrected to aryasatya). The path of departure is the eight-fold noble Path. 

We may notice that the true message, symbolic of the four truths does not appear in the Chinese version, but rather 
appears in the interpretation which follows, directly borrowed from the Pali text, where the messengers communicate to 
the lord of the city th e yathabhuta vacana. The text of the Tsa a han has thus been contaminated by the Pali version. 

The example of the burning brand flourished in a circle which gives the illusion of a ring of fire (alatacakra) is not 
found in the Pali scriptures but is used by the Madhyamaka: cf. Madh. vritti, p. 173, 219, 238, 49; Catuhsataka, v. 325. - 
It is also found in the Laiikavatara, p. 9, 42, 9, 106, 287, and the Kosa, I, p. 93,; III, p. 212; V, p. 23. The Kosavyakhya 
defines it as follows: aldte sighrasamcardt tatra tatrotpadyamane 'latacakrabuddhir bhavati. - The brahmanical texts also 
use this comparison. 


304 



7. Like a dream (svapna) 

[103c] There is no reality in a dream but nevertheless we believe in the reality of the things seen in a 
dream. After waking up, we recognize the falsity of the dream and we smile at ourselves. In the same way, 
the person deep in the sleep of the fetters ( samyojananidra) clings ( abhinivisate ) to the things that do not 
exist; but when he has found the Path, at the moment of enlightenment, he understands that there is no 
reality and laughs at himself. This is why it is said: like in a dream. 

Moreover, by the power of sleep ( nidrdbala ), the dreamer sees something there where there is nothing. In 
the same way, by the power of the sleep of ignorance ( avidydnidrd ), a person believes in the existence of 
all kinds of things that do not exist, e.g., 'me' and 'mine' (dtmdtmiya), male and female, etc. 

Moreover, in a dream, we enjoy ourselves although there is nothing enjoyable there; we are irritated 
although there is nothing irritating there; we are frightened although there is nothing to be afraid of there. 
In the same way, beings of the threefold world ( traidhdtukasattva ), in the sleep of ignorance, are irritated 
although there is nothing irritating, enjoy themselves although there is nothing enjoyable, and frightened 
although there is nothing to be afraid of. 

Finally, there are five types of dreams: i) In the case of physical unbalance ( kdyavaisamya ), when the hot 
vapors predominate, one dreams a lot, one sees fire ( tejas ), yellow (pita ) and red (lohita) ; ii) when the cold 
vapors predominate, one sees especially water ( ap -) and white ( avaddta ); Hi) when the windy vapors 
predominate, one sees particularly flights [of birds] and black ( krsna ); iv) when one has thought a lot 
[during the day] and reflected well on what one has seen and heard ( drstasruta ), one sees all of that again 
in dream; v) finally, the gods send dreams to teach about future events. These five types of dreams are all 
without reality; they are false visions. - It is the same for people [who are awake]: beings who are in the 
five destinies (gati ) see the atman in four ways because of their material visions: i) the form aggregate 
(rupaskandha) is the atman; ii) form (rupa) belongs to the self, to the 'me' ( dtmfya ); iii) in the atman, there 
is rupa. iv) in rupa, there is atman. 

What they say here about rupa they also apply to feeling ( vedand ), perception ( samjna ), the formations 
(samskdra) and consciousness (vijnana): this makes 4 x 5 = 20 ways [of considering atman]. But when 
they have found the Path and true wisdom has awakened them, they know that [this so-called atman] has 
no reality. 

Question. - You should not say that the dream has no reality. Why? Because every mind depends on causes 
and conditions (hetupratyaya) in order to be produced and, in the dream, consciousness ( vijnana ) has all 
sorts of conditions (pratyaya ). Without these conditions, how could consciousness arise? 

Answer. - It’s nothing of the sort: in dream, we see something although we should not see it. We see, for 
example, a human head ( manusyasiras) with horns ( visdna) or dead bodies flying through space ( dkdsa ). 
Actually, people do not have horns and dead bodies do not fly. Thus the dream has no reality. 

Question. - But human heads really exist and in addition, horns also exist; it is by a mental confusion 
(cittamoha) that we see a human head with horns. There really is space (dkdsa) and there really are beings 
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that fly; it is by mental confusion that we see dead bodies that fly. It is not on account of that that the dream 
has no reality. 

Answer. - Even though there are truly human heads and even though there are truly horns, a human head 
with horns is nothing but a false vision. 

Question. - The universe ( lokadhdtu ) is vast and, in the course of previous lifetimes ( purvajanma ), the 
causes and conditions [that determine these consciousnesses] have been varied. There may be strange lands 
(i desdntara) where the heads of people grow horns, where the people have but one hand or one foot, or 
where they are but one foot tall, or where they have nine heads. What is strange about humans having 
horns? 

Answer. - It is possible that in other lands people may have horns; but in a dream, one sees only what one 
knows in this very land where 'people with horns' do not occur. 

Moreover, some see in dreams the limits of space (dkdsa) or the limits of the directions (dis) [104a] and of 
time ( kdla ). How are such things true? In what place could space, directions and time be absent? This is 
why in a dream we see as existent things that do not exist. 

You were asking how consciousness could be produced in the absence of conditions (pratyaya ). Even 
though the conditions [consisting of] the five sense objects were lacking, the conditions [necessary for the 
production] of dharmas ( dhannapratyaya ) arise by the efficacy ( balapravrtti ) of thinking ( manasikdra) 
and of the mind. If somebody tells you about a man with two heads, this statement would produce [in you] 
a concept (samjnd) and, in a dream, you will see as existent that which does not exist. It is the same for the 
dharmas: they are non-existent and nevertheless they are seen ( drsta ), heard ( sruta ) and cognized ( vijiidta ). 
A stanza says: 

All dharmas 

Are like 

A dream, a magic show 
A city of the gandharvas. 

This is why the bodhisattvas believe that dharmas are like a dream. 


8. Like a shadow (clmya) 

A shadow is visible but cannot be grasped. It is the same for dharmas: the organs ( indriya) and the sense 
objects are seen {drsta), heard {sruta), cognized {vijndta) and felt {mata), but their reality is ungraspable. A 
stanza says: 

True wisdom, 

Ungraspable on all four sides, 

Cannot be touched 
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Like a blazing inferno. 

Dharmas are impregnable, 

They must not be grasped. 

Moreover, it is necessary that light be intercepted so that the shadow appears: without this interception, the 
shadow would be absent. In the same way, it is necessary that the fetters ( samyojana ) and the afflictions 
(klesa ) hide the light of correct seeing ( samyagdrsti ) so that the shadow of the atman and of dharmas 
appear. 

Moreover, the shadow walks when the person walks, the shadow moves when the person moves, the 
shadow stops when the person stops. In the same way, the shadow of good or bad actions 
(,kusalakusalakarman ) moves when the past existence ( purvajanma ) moves, but it remains stationary when 
the present existence ( ihajanma ) is stationary because the retribution of actions ( kannavipaka ) has not 
been cut. When the sins (dpatti) and merits {punya) are ripe {paripakva ), the shadow disappears. Some 
stanzas say: 

Action follows [its perpetrator] through the air, 

It pursues him among the rocks, 

It accompanies him in the depths of the earth. 

It enters the waters of the ocean with him, 

It pursues him always and everywhere: 

The shadow of actions is indissoluble. 

This is why dharmas are like a shadow. 

Finally, the shadow is empty ( sunya ), non-existent (asat); one may search hard for its reality but one can 
never find it. Similarly, all dharmas are empty and without reality. 

Question. - It is not true that the shadow is empty and without reality. Why? It is said in the A p'i t'an 
(Abhidharma): "What is called 'visible'? Blue {nila), yellow {pita), red (/0/7/to), white {avaddta), black 
(b~sna), deep red, light blue, light {dloka) and shadow (chdya). Moreover, bodily action (kdyakarman) and 
the three kinds of derived matter {updddyarupa) are called 'visible' or rupayatana." Why do you say that 
the shadow does not exist? Furthermore, the shadow truly exists because it has causes and conditions 
( hetupratyaya ): its cause is the tree ( vrksa ); its condition is light {dloka); when these two principal [factors] 
come together, the shadow is produced. Why do you say that it does not exist? If there is no shadow, the 
other dharmas that also possess causes and conditions would not exist either. - Finally, [104b] this shadow 
has a visible color. Long {dirgha) or short {krasva), big (mahat) or small {alpa), thick ( sthida ) or thin 
{suksma), crooked {kutila) or straight (riju); when the shape {samsthana) moves, the shadow also moves. 
All of that is visible. This is why the shadow must exist. 

Answer. - The shadow is empty {sunya) and non-existent {asat). You quote a passage from the 
Abhidharma, but the interpretation that you give it is that of a person. People often mistreat the meaning of 
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scriptural texts ( dharmapraydya ) and take their inventions as reality. Thus it is said in the P'i p'o cha 
(Vibhasa): "The atoms ( paramanu ) are subtle, indestructible and incombustible; therefore they are 
eternal. "594 And again, "The dharmas of the three times pass from the future ( andgata ) to the present 
( pratyutpanna ), and from the present to the past (atfta) without deteriorating."595 : these texts favor 
eternalism (sasvatd). On the other hand, it is also said: 

" Conditioned dharmas (samskrtadharma), arising and perishing ever anew, do not last ( asthitika )."596 
This text favors nihilism ( uccheda ). Why? Because [that which is conditioned] no longer exists after 
having existed. Thus in the Abhidharma, there are all sorts of statements that contradict the words of the 
Buddha. We cannot resort to it to establish that the shadow is a type of material dharma ( rupadharma ). 

When a rupadharma arises, it necessarily has a smell ( gandha ), a taste (rasa), tangibility (sprastavya), etc. 
This is not the case for the shadow. Therefore it does not exist. The jug (ghata), for example, is cognized 
by two organs ( indriya ), the eye organ ( caksurindriya ) and the organ of touch (kdyendriya). If the shadow 
existed, it should be cognized by these two organs. But that is not the case and, consequently, the shadow 
has no true substance. It is but a 'trompe-oeuiT ( caksurvancana ). If one takes a burning brand and 
flourishes it rapidly in a circle, one draws a circle in the air with it, but this circle has no reality. Similarly, 
the shadow has no real substance. If it were a true substance, it could be destroyed or made to disappear, 
hut as long as its screen ( samsthdna ) is intact, the shadow is indestructible. This is why it is empty. Finally, 
since it depends on a screen (samsthdnam apeksate) and has no independence (aisvarya), the shadow is 
empty. But even though it is empty, its notion exists and the eye sees it. This is why dharmas are compared 
to a shadow. 


9. Like a reflection (bimba) in a mirror 

The reflection in the mirror is not produced by the mirror ( ddarsa ), nor by the face ( vaktra ), nor by the 
person holding the mirror (ddarsadhara), nor by itself ( svatah ); but it is not without causes and conditions 
(hetupratyaya) 


594 P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 75, p. 389c26. 

595 Ibid., k. 76, p. 303al4-15, referring so as to criticize the opinion of the Darstantikas and Vibhajyavadins: "The 
samskaras enter from the future into the present and from the present they enter into the past." 

5 9 ^ Ibid., k. 76, p. 394a29-394b2 (tr. Poussin, La controverse du temps, MCG, V, 1936-37, p. 14): "True dhannas 
(saddharma), arisen ( jata ), existent ( bhuta ), created (krta ?), conditioned ( samskrta ), having an effect (sakaramya), 
produced in dependence ( pratityasamutpanna ), are by their nature perishable ( ksayadharman ), doomed to disappear 
(vyayadharman ), objects of detachment ( viragadharman ), doomed to destruction ( nirodhadharman ), doomed to 
deterioration ( nasyanadharmaka ). That these dharmas do not deteriorate is out of the question.” 

597 This is the canonical doctrine; cf. Selasutta in Samyutta, I, p. 134; Tsa a han, T 99 (no, 1203), k. 45, p. 327b-c; T 100 
(no. 219), k. 12, p. 455a: nayidam attakatam bimbam na ... hetubhahga nirujjhati. 

Kosa, III, p. 34-36, denies the real existence of the reflection because two things do not exist in the same place, because 
there is no series, because it arises from two causes. 
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i) Why is it not produced by the mirror? Because there is no reflection if the face does not come in front of 
the mirror. Thus it is not produced by the mirror, ii) Why is it not produced by the face? Because there is 
no reflection without the mirror. iii) Why is it not produced by the person holding the mirror? Because 
there is no reflection without mirror or face, iv) Why is it not produced by itself? Because in the absence of 
the mirror and the face, there is no reflection. To be produced, the reflection depends ( apeksate ) on the 
mirror and the face. Thus the reflection is not produced by itself. How is it not lacking causes and 
conditions? If it were without causes and conditions, it would exist eternally. If it existed eternally, it 
would be produced even in the absence of the mirror and the face. Thus it is not without causes and 
conditions. 

It is the same for the dharmas: they are not produced by themselves ( svatah ), nor by another (parat ah), nor 
by both together (; ubhayatah ); but they are not without causes and conditions.^98 

i) Why are they not produced by themselves? They are not produced by themselves because the atman does 
not exist, because all dharmas come from causes and are not sovereign and because dharmas depend 
(i apeksante ) on causes and conditions, ii) They are not produced by another. [104c] If they do not 
themselves exist, their neighbor would not exist either. Creation by another would suppress the efficacious 
role played by sins and merits (pdpapurtyabala ). Creation by another is of two types, good (kusala) or bad 
(i akusala ); the good must produce happiness (sukha), the bad must produce unhappiness (duhkha), If there 
is a mixture of bad and good, what is the cause and condition from which the happiness arises and what is 
the cause and condition from which the unhappiness arises? If both are absent, the self and other are 
likewise absent, iii) If happiness and unhappiness arise without causes and conditions, the person would be 
eternally happy and free of all unhappiness. If there is neither cause nor conditions, the person could not 
realize the cause of happiness or escape the cause of unhappiness. All dharmas are necessarily from causes 
and conditions. It is stupid to ignore that. Thus a person gets fire ( agni ) from wood (dam), water (udaka) 
from earth (prthivl ), and wind (anila) from a fan (vijana). Each of these things has its causes and 
conditions. The causes and conditions of this mass of unhappiness and happiness are the following: the 
actions (karmari) of the past lifetime (purvajanma) are the causes and the good or bad behavior 
(sucaritaduscarita) of the present lifetime (ihajanma) are the conditions from which suffering and 
happiness come. These are the different causes and conditions of suffering and happiness. In truth, there is 


This is the essence of the Nagarjunian doctrine given in the first stanza of the Madh. karika (Madh, vrtti, p. 12; 
Tchong louen, T 1564, k. 1., p. 2b): 

na svato napiparato na dvabhyam napy ahetutah/ 
utpanna jdtu vidyante bhmavah kvacana ke cana// 

"Never, anywhere in any case, do substances exist that are bom from themselves, or from another, or from both, or 
without cause." 

In conformity with this point of the initial argument, causality by way of itself ( svakrtatva ) where the identity of cause 
and effect has been refuted in Madh. vrtti, p. 13 and Madh. avatara, p. 82 (tr. Lav., Museon, 1910, p. 280); causality by 
way of another ( parakrtva ), in Madh. vrtti, p. 36 and 78; combined causality (ubhayakrtatva) in Madh. vrtti, p. 38 and 
233; absence of any causality ( ahetusamutpannatva ) in Madh. vrtti, p. 38, 182; Madh. avatara, p. 207 (tr. Lav., Musseon, 
1912, p. 260). 
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no agent ( kdraka) or any enjoyer ( vedaka). The five aggregates (pahcaskandha) are without activity ( kriyd ) 
or enjoyment ( vedand ). The ignorant person who finds happiness enjoys it and clings to it; if he finds 
unhappiness, he feels irritation; when his happiness disappears, he tries to recover it. 

A child, seeing [its] reflection (bimbo) in a mirror ( ddarha ), is happy and becomes infatuated with it; but 
when this well-loved reflection has disappeared, the child breaks the mirror to try to recover it; wise people 
make fun of it. In the same way, those who, having lost their happiness, try to regain it, are mocked by the 
aryas who have found the Path. This is why dharmas are like a reflection in a mirror. 

Moreover, the reflection in a mirror is truly empty ( siinya ), without arising ( utpdda ), without cessation 
(nirodha), but it deceives the eyes of fools (bdla). In the same way, dharmas are empty, without arising, 
without cessation, but they deceive the eyes of worldly people ( prthagjana ). 

Question. - The reflection in the mirror is the result of causes and conditions. If there is a face, a mirror, a 
person holding the mirror and a light, provided these causes are brought together, the reflection is 
produced. Thus the reflection is both cause (hetu) and result (phala ). Why do you say then that it is empty 
of reality, without arising or cessation? 

Answer. - Being the result of causes and conditions, the reflection is not independent; therefore it is empty 
(sunya). A truly existent dharma cannot be the result of causes and conditions. Why? If the cause ( kdrana ) 
pre-exists in the cause, there is no effect (kdiya); if the cause does not pre-exist in the cause, there is no 
result either. Thus, if cream ( dadhi ) pre-exists in milk ( ksira ), the milk is not the cause of the cream, for the 
cream pre-exists. If the cream does not pre-exist in the milk, everything would happen as in water ( udaka ) 
where there is no cream: the milk is not the cause of the cream. If the cream existed without cause, why 
would water not produce cream?599 [f the milk is the cause of the cream, the milk, which itself is not 
independent, also comes from a cause; it derives its origin from the cow (go); [105a] the cow takes its 
origin from water (udaka) and grass (trim), and thus there are infinite (ananta) causes. This is why it 
cannot be said that the result (kdiya) exists (bhavati) in the cause (kdrana), or that it does not exist (na 
bhavati) in the cause, or that it both exists and does not exist (bhavati ca na bhavati ca), or that it neither 
exists nor does not exist (naiva bhavati na na bhavati) in the cause. Dharmas resulting from causes and 
conditions (pratftyasamutpanna) do not have self- nature (svabhdva). They are like a reflection in a mirror. 
Some stanzas say: 

If dharmas come from causes and conditions. 


599 According to Nagarjuna, modification (anyathdtva) of substances is impossible. He establishes this thesis (Madh, 
vrtti, p. 242) in the following way: 

tasya ced anyathdbhavah ksiram eva .... bhavdndmprasetsyatiti nayuktam etat. 

"If the modification [of substances] were possible, milk would be identical with cream. Our adversary will say that it is by 
the disappearance of the state 'milk' that the state 'cream' is produced. But if our adversary does not want the milk to be 
identical with the cream because they are opposite to one another, it will follow that the cream can arise from anything 
that is not milk. But how is that? Could the cream arise from water? It is therefore unreasonable to claim that the cream 
comes from that which is different from it. Since the modification of substances is impossible, it is wrong to claim that 
substances have an essence because changes are observed." 
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They are truly empty of self-nature; 

If these dharmas were not empty. 

They would not be the result of causes and conditions. 
It is like reflections in a mirror; 

They do not come from the mirror, nor from the face, 
Nor from the person who holds the mirror, 

Nor from themselves; but they are not without cause. 
[Dharmas] are neither existent nor non-existent. 

Not both existent and non-existent: 

To refuse to accept these theses 
Is what is called the Middle Way. 

That is why dharmas are like the reflection in the mirror. 


10. Like a metamorphosis (nirmana) [manifestation, appearance] 

The fourteen minds of metamorphosis ( nirmdnacitta ) are: (1-2) In the first dhyana, two minds, viz. that of 
kamadhatu and that of the first dhyana; (3-5) In the second dhyana, three minds, viz., that of kamadhatu, 
that of the first dhyana and that of the second dhyana; (6-9) In the third dhyana, four minds, viz., that of 
kamadhatu and those of the first, second and third dhyanas; (10-14) In the fourth dhyana, five minds, viz., 
that of kamadhatu and those of the first, second, third and fourth dhyanas.600 

These fourteen minds of metamorphosis accomplish eight kinds of nirmana'. (1) reducing to the size of an 
atom ( paramanu ), (2) enlarging to the point of filling up space ( dkdsa ). (3) becoming as light as the feather 
of a crane ( sdrasaloman ), (4) exercising sovereignty ( vasitvakarana ) by growing bigger, shrinking, 
lengthening, narrowing, etc., (5) possessing the Indrabala, the power that surpasses that of humans, (6) 
being far distant and coming close, (7) making the earth shake ( kampana ), (8) obtaining whatever one 
desires: being single and becoming many ( eko bhutva bahudhd bhavati), being many and becoming single 
(bahudhd bhutva eko bhavati), passing through stone walls ( tirah kudyam gacchati), walking on water 
{udake gacchati), walking in space ( dkdse kramati), touching the sun and the moon with one's hand 
(suryacandramasau pdnind dmdrsti), transforming the four great elements, i.e., changing earth (prthivi ) 
into water (ap-) and water into earth, fire ( tejas ) into wind and wind (vdyu) into fire, stone ( saila ) into gold 
and gold ( suvarna) into stone.601 


600 -pijg f our t een nirmanacittas are distributed in the four dhyanas according to the following principle: "The 
nirmdnacitta, the result of a certain dhyana, is the ground of that particular dhyana or of a lower ground." See Kosa, VII, 
p. 115-116. 

601 The Mpps seems to have artificially combined a list of 16 maharddhis with a list of 7 abhijnakarman. 
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There are four other kinds of nirmana : (1) In the realm of desire ( kdmadhatu ), substances ( dravya ) can be 
transformed by means of herbs ( osadhi ), precious objects ( ratnadravya ) and magical means; (2) beings 
endowed with the superknowledges (, abhijna ) can transform substances by their magical power 
( rddhibala ); (3) the devas, nagas, asuras, etc., can transform substances by means of the power of 
retribution ( vipdkabala ) of their [previous] lifetimes; (4) beings rewarded in a lifetime in the form realm 
(rupadhatu) can transform substances by the power of concentration ( samddhibala ).^02 


a. The list of the 16 maharddhi occurs in Samgraha, p. 221-222; Bodh. bhumi, p. 58-63. It mentions the powers of 
making the earth shake ( kampana, no. 1), of transfonning ( anyathibhdvakarana , no. 5), of concentrating and developing 
( samksepaprathana , no. 7), which correspond to nos. 7, 8 sub fine, 1 and 2, of our list. 

b. The list of the abhijnakarman is mentioned in more than 20 places in the Pali scriptures (DIgha, I, p. 78; Samyutta, II, 
p. 121; Aiiguttara, I, p. 170) and its Sanskrit version appears in Pancavimsati, p. 83; Kosavyakhya, p. 654, Mahavyutpatti, 
no. 215-223, 227. 

Pali Version: So anekavihitam iddhivivham paccanubhoti: 1) .... 2) ekopi hutvdhutvd bcihudhd hoti. 3) bahudhdpi hutva 
eko hoti. 4) avibhavam tirobhavam [api paccanubhoti]. 5) tirokuddam tiropdkrarn tiropabbatam asajjamdno gacchati 
seyyathd pi akase. 6) pathavvya pi ummujjanimmujjam karoti seyyathd pi udake. 7) udake pi abijjamdno gacchati 
seyyathd pi pathaviyam. 8) akase pi pallahkena kamati seyyathd pi pakkhi sakuno. 9).... 10).... 11) ime pi candimasuriye 
evam mahdnubhdve pdnina parimajjati yava Brahmalokd pi kayena va samvatteti. 

Sanskrit Version: So 'nekavidham rddhividhim pratyanubhavati : 1) prthmm api kampayati. 2) eko 'pi bhutva bahudhd 
bhavati. 3) bahudhapi bhutva eko bhavati. 4) avirbhdvam tirobhavam api pratyanubhavati. 5) tirahkudyam 
tirahprdkamaram tirahparvatam apy asakto gacchati tad yathdpi ndma akase pctksi sakunih. 6) prthivydm spy 
unmajjanimajjam karoti tadyathapi ndmodake. 7) udake 'bhidyamano gacchati tad yathdpi ndma prthivyam. 8) akase 
paryankena kramati tadyatha sakunih paksi. 

9) dhumciyate api prcijvalty api tad tathdpi ndma mahdn agniskandhah. 10) udakam api kciycit pramuhcciti tad yathdpi 
ndma mahdmeghah. 11) imdiv api suryacanararcimasau evam maharddhikau mahanubhavau pdnina pardmrsati yavad 
Brahmalokad api kayam vasena vartayati. 

60- Kosa, VII, p. 122, lists five kinds of rddhi: i) produced by meditation ( bhdvanaja ), ii) innate ( upapattildbhika ), iii) 
realized by magical phrases ( vidya or mantra krta ), iv) by plants ( osadokrta ), v) coming from actions ( karmata ). 

Like other texts of the Lesser and Greater Vehicles (Avatamsaka, Mahayanasamgraha, Mahavibhasa, etc.), the Mpps is 
aware of the transmutation of metals. On this subject, see A. Waley, References to alchemy in Buddhist scriptures , BSOS, 
VI, 4, 1932, p. 1102-1103. We should remember that the biographers of Nagarjuna, Chinese as well as Tibetan, present 
him above all as an alchemist possessing the elixir of life and able to change stone into gold (cf. Long chou p'ou sa 
tchouan, T 2047, p. 184a; Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 10. p. 930a; Bu ston, II, p. 13; Taranatha, p. 73; S. Levi, 
Kanishka et Shatavhahana , JA, Jan.-Mar. 1936, p. 103-107). From these references to alchemy in the Mpps, we must not 
conclude, as does O. Stein, References to alchemy in Buddhist scriptures, BSOS, VII, 1, 1933, p. 263, that the Chih Tu 
louen can hardly be earlier than the 8th century. First, it has not been proven that the author of the Mpps is identical with 
the Nagarjuna to whom the Rasaratndkara, a work of the 7th or 8th century, is attributed. As does alchemy, it constitutes 
one of the elements of tantric Buddhism the origins of which go back further than is generally admitted. G. Tucci, The 
first mention of Tantric Schools, J. Asiatic Soc. Bengal, XXVI, 1930, p. 128-132, has shown that one tantric sect, that of 
the Kapalikas, is at least as old as Harivarman and Asanga. Finally, and this is the decisive point, the Mpps was translated 
by Kumarajlva who lived from 344 to 413 A.D. 
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These imaginary creatures are not subject to birth (Jdti), old age (Java ), sickness ( vyddhi ) and death 
(marana); they experience neither unhappiness (, duhkha ) nor happiness ( sukha ) and thus are different from 
humans. This is why they are empty and non-existent. In the same way, all dharmas are without arising 
( utpdda ), duration ( sthiti ) and cessation ( bhanga ); this is why they are compared to nirmdnas. 

Furthermore, the products of nirmdna have no fixed substance ( aniyatadravya ); [105b] only insofar as 
they arise from the mind [of metamorphosis] do they have an activity (kidyd), but they do not truly exist. It 
is the same for human lifetimes; for origin, they have no cause; they come from the minds (citta, 
synonymous here with karman) of the past existence giving rise to the existence of the present life which is 
absolutely without reality. This is why dharmas are compared to a nirmdna. 

When the nirmdna mind ( nirmdnacitta ) has vanished, the manifestation ( nirmdna ) vanishes as well. It is 
the same with dharmas: when the causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ) have disappeared, the fruit (phala ) 
disappears as well, for it is dependent as is the product of nirmdna. 

Although they are empty of reality, the nirmdnas can cause beings to experience joy ( muditd ), hatred 
( dvesa ), sadness ( daurmanasya ), suffering ( duhkha ) or confusion ( moha ). In the same way, although 
dharmas are empty and unreal, they can cause beings to experience joy (muditd), hatred (dvesa), sadness 
(daurmanasya), fear (bhaya), etc. This is why they are compared to a nirmdna. 

Moreover, the products of metamorphosis (ninndnajadharma) lack beginning, middle and end 
(i apurvamadhyacarama); it is the same with dharmas. When the nirmdnas arise, they do not go anywhere; 
when they vanish, they do not go anywhere. It is the same with dharmas. 

Finally, the nirmdnas are pure (laksanavisuddha) like space (dkdsa); they are not attached to (sakta) nor 
defiled by (klista) sins or merits (pdpapunya). It is the same for the dharmas, for suchness (dharmatd), the 
true nature (tathatd) or the summit of existence (bhutakoti) is itself (svatah) always pure (nityasuddha). 
Thus the four great rivers of Jambudvlpa, ^03 each of which has five hundred tributaries, have their waters 
polluted in various ways; but when they flow into the great ocean, they are perfectly clear. 


603 -pijg canon i ca i a nd post-canonical scriptures list five great rivers (paiica mahanadiyo) in Jambudvlpa: Gaiigd, 
Yamuna (Jamna), Sarabhu (Sarju), Aciravati (Rapti), Main (Gaya district). Cf. Vinaya, II, p. 237, 239; Samyutta, II, p. 
135; V, p. 401; Anguttara, IV, p. 101; V, p. 22; Milinda, p. 70. 87. 380; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 2, p. 428c; Tsa a han, T 
99, k. 30, p. 215a; Jnanaprasthana, T 1543, k. 1, p. 772b; T 1544, k. 1, p. 918c. 

Although the Mpps is aware of these paiica mahanadiyo which it enumerates at k. 28, p. 266a, here it means the four 
great rivers which flow out of Lake Anavatapta: Gahga. Sindhu (Indus), Vaksu (Oxus) and Slid (Tarim). It will describe 
these fully below (k. 7, p. 114a). The perspective of the Mpps is vaster than that of the canonical scriptures whose horizon 
was limited to Gangetic India. At least this is the reason given by the Vibhasa, T 1543, k. 5, p. 21c-22a: "When the 
Bhadanta (Katyayanlputra) composed this Jnanaprasthana, he was in the East [i.e., in eastern India]; this is why he cites 
as example the five rivers commonly seen in the East. But actually there are four great rivers in this Jambudvlpa, each of 
which gives rise to four secondary rivers: the Ganga, the Sindhu, the Vaksu and the SIta." These four great rivers are 
known and cited in southern Indian Buddhism in preference to the paiica mahanadiyo: cf. DIrghagama Cosmography (T 
1, k. 18, p. 116c; T 23, k. 1, p. 289a; T 24, k. k. 1, p. 313a; T 25, k. 1, p. 368a); the Vibhasa (l.c.), the Kosa, III, p. 147; 
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Question. - It cannot be said that the nirmanas are empty. Why? Because the mind of metamorphosis [on 
which it is dependent] comes from the development ( bhdvand ) of a samadhi. It is with this mind [of 
metamorphosis] that all kinds of nirmanas are realized. Whether it is a man or a thing, this nirmdna has a 
cause (hetu) and produces an effect (phala ). How can it be empty? 

Answer. - We must repeat the answer that we have already given with regard to the shadow ( chaya ). 
Although the cause and condition ( hetupratyaya ) of the nirmdna exist, the result, viz., the nirmdna, is 
empty. It is as empty as the speech {vac) that comes out of the mouth. Even though the mind {citta) and the 
mouth ( mukha ) produce this word, it does not exist by the fact of the mind and the mouth alone. The object 
designated (ukta) by this word may just as well exist as not exist. If we talk about a second head ( dvitfya 
strsaka) or a third hand ( trtfya hasta), we cannot say that this head or this hand exists even though they 
arise from the mind [that conceives them] and the mouth [that speaks of them]. Thus the Buddha said: "By 
examining that which does not arise {anutpdda), one is freed from that which arises; by being based on the 
unconditioned ( asamskrta ), one is freed from the conditioned {samskrta)." Although the non-arisen dharma 
(i anutpannadharma ) does not exist, it can play the role of cause and condition {hetupratyaya), and it is the 
same for the unconditioned {asamskrta). Although the nirmdna itself is empty, it can itself give rise to a 
mind. As with the other nine points of comparison {upamdna), magic show {mdyd), mirage {market), etc., it 
can engender all sorts of minds even though it does not exist. 

Furthermore, the nirmdna cannot be included in the six causes {hetu) and the four conditions 
(pratyaya)P®4 As it is not associated (samprayukta) with them, it is empty {sunya). 

Finally, empty [things] are not empty because they are invisible {anidarsana) but because they lack true 
activity {kdritra). This is why dharmas are compared to a nirmdna. 


the Saddharmasmrtyupasthana (in S. Levi, Pour Vhistoire du Rdmdyana , JA, Jan.-Feb., 1918, p. 150); Hiuan tsang, Si yu 
ki, T 2087, k. 1, p. 809b (tr. Watters, Travels, I, p. 32-34). 

As in the present passage of the Mpps, the Cosmography of the Drrghagama (l.c.) and the Sin ti kouan king,T 159, k. 4, p. 
307b, attributes 500 tributaries to each of the four great rivers. In contrast, the Vibhasa (k. 5, p. 22a) enumerates four 
tributaries to each of them (cf. Levi, 1. c., p. 151). 

Eastern and northern traditions are contrasted in a passage from Milinda: while the Pali version enumerates (p. 70) the 
pahea mahanadiyo (Ganga, Yamuna. Aciravatl, Mahl), the corresponding passage in the Chinese translation cites the four 
great rivers flowing out of Anavatapta (Ganga, Sindhu, Sita, Vaksu) plus a fifth river, still unidentified, the Chep’iyi, and 
attributes 500 tributaries to each of these rivers (Cf. Demieville, Les versions chinoises du Milindapahha , BEFEO, XXIV, 
1924, p. 152-153; 230-231). 

This is not the only example where the two traditions do not agree about the same text. Thus the Saptasuryodayasutra 
tells us that at the time of the third [variant; fourth] sun, the 'great rivers' dry up and disappear. In some versions of this 
sutra (Pali Anguttara, IV, p. 101; Chinese Madhyamagama, T 26, k. 2, p. 428c), these rivers are the Ganga, the Yamuna, 
the Sarabhu, the Aciravatl and the Mahl. On the other hand, in other versions of the same sutra (Sa po to sou li yu nai ye 
king, T 30, p. 812a; Chinese Ekottaragama, T 125, k. 34, p. 736b; Mpps, T 1509, k. 31, p. 290b), the rivers in question are 
the Ganga, the Sindhu, the Sita and the Vaksu. 

It is to this latter tradition, the northern tradition, that the Mpps belongs. 

604 Qf Kosa, II, p. 245 (six hetu)', II, p. 299 (four pratyaya). 
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Question. - Any dharma whatsoever is as empty ( sunya ) as the ten points of comparison [used here in the 
sutra]; why does the sutra limit itself to these ten comparisons and not give as example mountains 
( pai’vata ), rivers ( nadi ), stone walls ( sailakudya ), etc? 

[105c] Answer. - Although all dharmas are empty, there are differences (visesa) among them: emptiness is 
harder to see in some than in others. Here the sutra compares [dharmas] the emptiness of which is hard to 
see [with other dharmas, e.g., magic show, mirage, etc.], the emptiness of which is easy to see.. 

Moreover, there are two types of dharmas: those that are the object of an erroneous judgment 
(cittdbhinivesasthdna ) and those that are not the object of an erroneous judgment ( cittdnabhinivesasthdna ). 
Here we are using the second type in order to understand the first type. 

Question. - Why are the ten points of comparison not the object of erroneous judgment? 

Answer. - Because these ten points [magic show, mirage, etc.] do not last for a long time ( acirasthitika) 
and because they arise and perish easily. This is why they are not the object of an erroneous judgment. 

Moreover, there are people who know that these ten points bring about auditory and visual delusions, but 
who do not know that dharmas are empty. This is why the sutra compares dharmas [to these ten points] 
here. If people believed in the reality of the ten points of comparison [used by the sutra], they would not 
understand the various objections [raised here against the reality of dharmas] because they would hold [the 
magic show, the mirage, etc.] to be real. If these ten points of comparison do not fulfill their role [in the 
discussion], we would need to resort to yet other demonstrations ( dharmaparyaya ). 


20. ASANGAVAISARADYAPRATILABDHA 


Sutra'. They have acquired the unhindered fearlessnesses ( asangavaisaradyapratilbadhaih ). 

Sastra : Their mind encounters no obstacle ( dvarana ), neither exhaustion ( ksaya ) nor cessation ( nirodha ), 
in regard to the various aggregates ( skandha ), elements ( dhdtu ), bases of consciousness ( dyatana ) or 
causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ). Thus they have unhindered fearlessnesses ( asangavaisdradya ). 

Question. - The sutra said above that in the midst of infinite assemblies the bodhisattvas are endowed with 
the fearlessnesses ( anantaparsanmadhya vaisdradyasamanvdgatah ); why does it repeat here that they 
have unhindered fearlessnesses? 

Answer. - Above, it was a question of the cause (hetu) of the vaisdradyas, here it concerns their effect 
(phala). In the assemblies ( samgha ), including those of the bodhisattvas, their preaching ( dhannadesand) 
is inexhaustible ( aksaya ), their teaching ( upadesa ) indomitable ( anapakarsa ) and their mind ( citta) 
imperturbable, for they have acquired the unhindered fearlessnesses. Moreover, the sutra said above that 
they are fearless in the midst of infinite assemblies, but one does not know by virtue of what power they 
are fearless. This is why here it adds that they are fearless because they have acquired an unhindered power 
( asangabala ). 

Question. - If the bodhisattvas, like the Buddha, have these unhindered fearlessnesses, how does the 
Buddha differ from them? 
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Answer. - We have said that the bodhisattvas who have the power of the fearlessnesses [106a] experience 
no fear in respect to any dharma. But that is not the [superior] fearlessnesses enjoyed by the Buddha. 

Moreover, there are two kinds of unhindered dharmas (, asahgadharma ), universal ( sarvaga, sarvabhumika) 
and non-universal ( asarvaga ). The person, for example, who experiences no difficulty in a whole series of 
texts ( sdstra ), from one text to a hundred thousand texts, or who experiences no fear in front of a whole 
series of assemblies ( samgha ), from one to a hundred thousand assemblies, is non-universal. In the same 
way, the bodhisattvas do not encounter any obstacle in their own wisdom ( prajna ) but rather in that of the 
Buddha. Thus when the Buddha dropped his begging bowl (pdtra ), the five hundred arhats and the 
bodhisattvas, Maitreya, etc., were unable to catch hold of it.6^5 i n the same way, the bodhisattvas 
encounter no obstacles in their own power ( bala ), but they do in that of the Buddha's wisdom. It is in this 
sense that we say that the bodhisattvas have unfettered fearlessness ( asahgavaisaradya ). 


21. AVATARAKUSALA 

Sutra : Knowing the course ( gati ) of the mind and the conduct ( carita ) of beings, they were skilled in 
saving them ( avatarakusala) by means of their subtle wisdom ( suksmajndna). 

Sdstra: Question. - How do the bodhisattvas know the minds and conduct of beings? 

Answer. - They know the minds and the actions of beings; they are like the light of the sun which shines 
everywhere; they know where the thoughts and acts of beings will lead and they instruct them on these 
subjects, saying: "Beings have two types of courses (gati): either their mind is always in search of pleasure 
(sukha) or their wisdom succeeds in distinguishing good from bad. Do not follow your inclinations 
(.sahgacitta ); apply yourselves to wisdom (prajna ), redirect your thoughts. For innumerable kalpas you 
have accumulated actions of mixed value (misrakarman) without stopping; you pursue only worldly 
pleasures ( lokasukha ) without understanding that they are suffering ( duhkha ); you do not see that the world 
that covets pleasure falls into misfortune and will be reborn in the five destinies (gati). Who is able to undo 
what has been done by the mind? You are like a mad elephant (gandhahastin) that tramples, destroys, 
pillages and demolishes without allowing itself to be controlled. Who will be able to tame you? If you find 
a skillful tamer, you will escape the torments of the world, you will understand the impurity of the rebirths. 
The fetter of misfortune is like hell (niraya). If one is reborn there, it is old age ( jam ), sickness (vyddhi), 
death (marana), suffering (duhkha), sadness ( daurmanasya ), and all kinds of confusion; if one is reborn in 
the heavens (svarga), one will fall back down in the threefold world (traidhdtuka). There is no peace. Why 


605 Qf Lalitavistara, p. 270 (tr. Foucaux, p. 232): When the Bodhisattva had eaten the honey milk-broth ( madhupdyasa ) 
that Sujata had offered, not caring about the golden vase (suvarnapatri), he dropped it in the water. Sagara, king of the 
nagas took it and went to his home. However, Indra, having taken the shape of a garuda with a lightning-bolt in his beak, 
tried to take the golden vase away from the naga king with no success. Then in his usual form, he courteously asked for it 
and brought it back to the Trayastrimsa heaven to build a caitya for it and to pay homage to it. - This 'theft of the bowl' is 
represented on a medallion on the balustrade of Amaravati (see RAA, XI, 1937, pi XVI, or Histoire universelle des Arts, 
published by L. Reau, vol. IV, Arts musulmans et Extrlme-Orient, Paris, 1939, p. 142, fig. 103). 
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do you cling to pleasures?" Such are the various reproaches ( avadya ) made by the bodhisattvas to them, 
and this proves that they know the mind and conduct of beings. 

Question. - How do they save them by means of their subtle wisdom? First, what is subtle wisdom 
(, suksmajnana ) and what is coarse wisdom (, sthulajnana )? 

Answer. - Coarse wisdom is a purely mundane skill (, laukikanaipunya ); generosity ( dana ), discipline ( sfla ), 
and concentration ( samddhi) are called subtle wisdom. 

Furthermore, the wisdom of generosity is a coarse wisdom; the wisdom of discipline and concentration 
(sflasamadhijnana) is subtle wisdom. 

Furthermore, the wisdom of dhyana is coarse wisdom; dhyana without bliss ( prasrabdhi ) is a subtle 
wisdom. [106b] 

Furthermore, it is a coarse wisdom that grasps all the characteristics of dharmas ( dharmalaksana ), but it is 
a subtle wisdom that does not accept or reject any characteristic of dharmas. 

Finally, destroying ignorance ( avidyd ) and the other afflictions ( klesa ) and discovering the nature of 
dharmas is a coarse wisdom; but penetrating into the true nature, incorruptible and imperishable like gold 
(suvarna), indestructible and unchangeable like diamond ( vajra ), untarnishable and ungraspable like space 
(i dkdsa ), is a subtle wisdom. 

These are the innumerable subtle wisdoms that the bodhisattvas have acquired and which they teach 
beings. Thus the sutra says that, knowing the course of the mind and the activity of beings, the bodhisattvas 
are skilled in saving them by means of the subtle wisdom. 
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CHAPTER XII: UNHINDERED MIND 


Text of the sutra commented on in this chapter (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 5, Satasahasrika, p. 5): (22) 
apratihatacittair, (23) adhimatraksantisamanvagatair, (24) yathatmyavataranakusalaih. 

These bodhisattvas had a mind without obstacles; they were endowed with utmost patience; they excelled 
in saving appropriately. 




22. APRATIHATACITTA 

Sutra'. Their mind had no obstacles ( apratihatacitta ). 

Sdstra: How is their mind unhindered? 

i) In respect to all people, enemies ( vairin ), relatives ( bandhu ) or neutral ones, their impartiality 
( samacittatd ) is complete (, apratigha ). 

ii) [This impartiality] is extended to beings of all the universes ( sarvalokadhdtusattva ): they feel no 
hostility ( dghdta) if someone comes to torment them; they feel no joy ( muditd ) if they are honored in many 
ways. A stanza says: 

They have no attachment 

Towards the Buddha or the bodhisattvas; 

They have no hostility 

Towards heretics or bad people. 

This purity [of mind] is called apratihatacitta. 

Hi) Finally, their mind is without obstacles in regard to dharmas. 

Question. - But these bodhisattvas have not attained buddhahood and do not yet possess omniscience 
(sarvajnana ); why does their mind not encounter obstacles in regard to the dharmas? 

Answer. - Having attained immense pure wisdom (, apramdnavisuddhaprajnd ), their mind is free of 
obstacles with regard to dharmas. 

Question. - But since they have not reached buddhahood, they cannot possess immense wisdom 
(i apramanajnana ); since they retain a residue of fetters ( bandhana ), they cannot have pure wisdom. 

Answer. - The bodhisattvas [in question here] are not the bodhisattvas with fleshly body ( mdmsakdya ), 
who are bound to actions and limited to the threefold world ( traidhdtuka ). All of them have acquired the 
sovereignty of the dharmakaya (, dharmakdyaisvarya ) and transcended old age (jard ), sickness ( vyddhi ) and 
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death (marana); out of compassion for beings, they dwell in the universes ( lokadhatu ), move about in and 
adorn the buddha-fields (buddhaksetra) and convert beings. Having acquired sovereignty ( aisvarya ), they 
wish to become Buddha and to succeed therein.^06 

Question. - If the bodhisattvas of the dhannakaya are no different from the Buddha, why are they called 
bodhisattva; why do they serve the Buddha and listen to his teaching? If they are different from the 
Buddha, how do they possess the immense and pure knowledge (i apramdnavisuddhajndna )?607 

Answer. - Although they have attained the dharmakaya and transcended old age, sickness and death, they 
differ slightly from the Buddha; they are like the moon of the fourteenth day ( caturdasicandra) which we 
wonder whether it is full (puma) or not. Thus the bodhisattvas have not yet become truly Buddha although 
they act as Buddha and preach the Dharma. The Buddha himself [106c] is like the moon of the fifteenth 
day (pahcadasicandra) which is undeniably full. 

Furthermore, there are two types of immense purity (apramdnavisuddhi). The first is limited, but those 
who cannot measure it call it immense; this is, for example, [the number] of drops of water in the ocean 
(samudrabindu), or [the number] of grains of sand in the sands of the Ganges ( ganganadivalukd ); unable 
to evaluate it, people describe it as immense. But for the Buddhas and bodhisattvas, there is no limited 
immensity: the immense and pure wisdom of the bodhisattvas is unlimited. For gods, humans, sravakas and 
pratyekabuddhas, [the wisdom] that cannot be measured is called immense wisdom (apramdnajndna), but 
the bodhisattvas, at the moment they find the path of non-arising (anutpddamarga), cut through the fetters 
(samyojana) and acquire pure wisdom (visuddhajndna). 


606 -pjjg Mppj distinguishes two types of bodhisattvas: the bodhisattva of fleshly body (mamsakaya b.) who is reborn as a 
result of his actions; the bodhisattva of dharmakaya (dharmakaya b.) who transcends ordinary existence and exists in 
accordance with the dharmadhatu. The bodhisattva abandons his fleshly body and attains a body of dharmadhatu when he 
enters into the samyaktvaniydma and acquires the patient acceptance that accepts and understands non-arising 
(anutpattikadharmakshanti). Cf. Mpps, k. 30, p. 278a; k. 34, p. 309b; k. 38, p. 340a. These passages have been translated 
and explained by L. de La Vallee Poussin in Siddhi, p. 780-784. 

607 p or jpg S ( r ; C ( ana i 0 gy 0 f the Buddhas and bodhisattvas, the Hobogirin, Bosatsu, p. 149, has collected a number of 
references of which several have been taken from the Mpps. In general, it can be said that the great bodhisattva is ‘the 
result of the dharmadhatu' (dharmakdyaprabhdvita): cf. Siksasamuccaya, p. 159, citing the Tathagataguhyasutra, whereas 
the Buddha is ‘the sovereign of the dharmadhatu' ( dharmakdyavasavartin ): cf. Lankavatara, p. 70. 

608 Qf k 29, p. 273b (tr. Poussin in Siddhi, p. 737): "If the bodhisattvas are the dhannakaya, teach the Dharma, save 
beings, in what way do they differ from the Buddhas? The bodhisattvas have great magical powers, reside in the ten 
bhumis, possess the dhannas of the Buddha; however, they remain in the world in order to save beings: therefore they do 
not enter into nirvana and they teach the dhanna to people. But they do not really have a body of the Buddha. They 
liberate beings, but within certain limits; whereas the beings liberated by the Buddha are immeasurable, they have a 
buddha body but they do not fill up the ten directions. The Buddha-body fills innumerable universes and the beings to be 
converted all see the body of the Buddha. The bodhisattvas are like the moon on the fourteenth day: they shine, but not 
as much as the moon of the fifteenth day." At k. 94, the Mpps will make this comparison again: "The bodhisattvas are like 
the moon of the fourteenth day that does not yet raise the tide; the Buddhas are like the moon of the fifteenth day." 

The Ratnakuta, cited in Madh. avatara, p. 5 (tr. Poussin, Museon, 1907, p. 255), compares the bodhisattvas to the new 
moon (zla ba tshes pa) and the Buddha to the full moon (zla ba ha ba). 
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Question. - If it is at this moment that they cut through the fetters, what do they still have to cut through 
when they become Buddha? 

Answer. - Purity ( visuddhi ) is of two types: i) At the moment when they become Buddha, they expel the 
bonds ( bandhandni samudghatayanti) and obtain real purity completely; ii) At the moment when they cast 
off the fleshly body ( mdmsakdya ) and acquire the dharmakdya , they [simply] break the bonds ( bandhandni 
chinnanti ): this is the [lesser] purity. It is like a lamp ( dfpa ) that chases away the shadows ( andhakdra ) and 
fulfills its role, but there is a more powerful lamp that shines still more brightly. For the cutting of the 
fetters ( samyojanachchedana ), it is the same for the Buddhas and bodhisattvas: [the fetters] that are broken 
in the bodhisattvas may be described as 'broken', but in comparison with those that are broken in the 
Buddhas, they have not completely disappeared. This is what is called the immense and pure wisdom 
(i apramanavisuddhajnana ) by virtue of which the bodhisattvas have an unhindered mind towards 
(i apratihatacitta ) all dharmas. 


23. ADHIM ATRAKS ANTIS AM AN V AGAT A 

Sutra'. They were endowed with utmost patience (, adhimdtraksdntisamanvdgataih ). 

Sdstra : Question. - We have already discussed the patience of equanimity ( samatdksdnti ) and the patience 
with respect to dharmas (, dharmaksanti ); why does the sutra say again that the bodhisattvas are endowed 
with utmost patience? 

Answer. - The increase ( vrddhi ) of the two patiences you have just mentioned is called utmost patience 
( adhimatraksanti ). 

Moreover, the patience of equanimity ( samatdksdnti ) may be held by beings ( sattva ); the patience 
consonant with the Dharma ( dhanndnulomiki ksdntih) is the patience relating to profound dharmas 
( gambhtradharma ): the increase ( vrddhi ) of these two patiences realizes ( sdksdtkaroti ) the patience relating 
to non-arising (, anutpattikadharmaksdnti ).^09 During his last fleshly existence ( caramamdmsabhava ), the 
bodhisattva contemplates the Buddhas of the ten directions ( dasadigbuddha ) and their emanations 
( nirmana ): he is seated in space opposite them. This is what is called 'endowed with utmost patience'. It is 
like in the sravaka system where the increase ( vrddhi ) of heat ( usmagata ) is called summit ( murdhan ) and 
the increase of summit is called patience ( ksdnti ): they are not distinct dharmas but merely [three] different 
degrees [of one and the same thing].610 Thus it is the same for the utmost patience (adhimatraksanti) and 
the patience of equanimity (samatdksdnti) [which constitute different degrees of the same patience]. 


609 Qf q le ti lree ksantis in the Sukhavativyuha, p. 55 (v. 32): ghosdnuga-, anulomikl- and anutpattikadharmaksdnti, as 
well as the satyanulomdh ksantayah of the Divya, p. 80. 

An allusion to the four auxiliaries of penetration or insight ( nirvedhabhdgiya ): heat (usmagata), summit 
( murdhdnah), patience ( ksdnti ) and supreme dharma (laukikdgradharma). 

Although the tenn nirvedhabhdgiya (in contrast to hmabhdgiya) occurs in the canonical scriptures (cf. DTgha, III, p. 251, 
277; Samyutta, V, p. 345; Aiiguttara, III, p. 427; Vibhanga, p. 330), the theory of the four auxiliaries of penetration 
appears only in the scholasticism of the Lesser Vehicle (cf. Divyavadana, p. 80; Kosa, VI, p. 169). It concerns the four 
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Furthermore, there are two kinds of patience: the patience towards beings ( sattvaksdnti ) and the patience 
towards dharmas ( dharmaksanti ). The patience towards beings relates to beings: if beings as numerous as 
the sands of the Ganges ( gahgdnadfvdlukopamasattva ) persecute you in every way, you do not feel any 
anger ( dvesa ); if they honor you ( arhayanti ) and pay homage to you (pujayanti ) in every way, you 
experience no joy ( muditd ). Moreover, you know that beings have no beginning (, agra ); if they have no 
beginning, they have no causes and conditions (hetupratyaya); if they have no causes and conditions, they 
have no end either. Why? Because the beginning and the end are interdependent ( anyonydpekha ). If they 
have neither beginning nor end, they have no middle ( madhya ) either.^!! When things are seen in this 
way, one does not fall into the [107a] two extreme views ( antadvaya ) of eternalism ( sasvata ) and nihilism 
( uccheda ); it is by means of the way of safety (yogaksema ) that one considers beings without producing 
wrong views (mithyadrsti) . This is what is called patience towards beings ( sattvaksdnti ). 

The patience relating to dharmas ( dharmaksanti ) is the unhindered mind ( apmtihatacitta ) relating to 
profound dharmas ( gambhfradharma ). 

Question. - What are the profound dharmas? 

Answer. - See the explanation already given for gambhfradharmaksanti. By gambhfradharma we mean the 
following: In the twelve-membered pratltyasamutpada, the result is produced successively; the result 
(phala ) is not present in the cause ( hetu ), but neither is it absent; it is from this intermediate state that it 
arises. This is called gambhfradharma. 


roots of good ( kusalamula) practiced in the path of preparation ( prayogamarga ) immediately preceding the path of seeing 
(i darsanamcirga). Cf. Kosa, V, p. IV; Obermiller, Doctrine ofP.P., p. 20. 

The four nirvedhabhagiyas have been adopted by the masters of the Greater Vehicle and make up part of the bodhisattva 
Path; they must be practiced during the level of activity in faith ( adhimukticaryabhumi ), the stage preparatory 
(prayogamarga ) to entry into the bhumis (cf. Obermiller, o.c., p. 34-37). In the scholasticism of the Greater Vehicle, the 
four nirvedhabhagiyas correspond to four concentrations ( samadhi ): the acquisition of light ( alokabhdghiya) , the increase 
of light ( dlokavrddhi ), penetration of one part of the truth ( tattvaikadesanupravesa ), the concentration immediately 
preceding the path of seeing ( antaryasamadhi ). Moreover, in the Vijnanavadin school, these nirvedhabhagiyas and these 
samadhis are connected with a fourfold knowledge: lesser paryesana, greater paryesana, lesser yathabhutaparijhana, 
greater yathabhuta-parijhana. 

Here are some references: In the Prajna literature: Abhisamaya, p. 5 (v. 26), p. 279V. 1-4); Aloka, p. 36, 63, 663 (cf. 
Obermiller, Analysis, p. 8-9. 63). - In the Madhyamaka literature: Madh. vrtti, p. 362 n.; Bodhicaryavatara, IX, v. 41; 
Panjika, p. 426. - In the Yogacara literature: Sutralamkara (ed. Levi), VI., v. 9: XIV, v. 23-26; 

Abhidharmasamuccayavyakhya, T 1606, k. 8, p. 734c; Uttaratantra, p. 86; Madhyantavibhanga, p. 27; Samgraha, p. 161, 
169-170; Siddhi, p. 575-584, 602-603. 

611 Another paraphrasing from Madh. Karika, XI, 2, p. 220-221: 

naivdgram navaram yasya tasya madhyam kuto bhavet/ 
tasman natropapasyante purvaparasahakramah// 

"How could that which has neither beginning nor end have a middle? Consequently, there is no series consisting of an 
initial and a final term." 
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Furthermore, when the three gates of liberation ( vimoksamukha), namely, emptiness ( sunyata ), signlessness 
( animitta ) and wishlessness ( apranihita ), are penetrated, the eternal bliss of nirvana is found. This also is a 
gambhiradharma. 

Finally, it is also a gambhiradharma to consider dharmas as neither empty ( shnya ) nor non-empty 
(i asiinya ), neither with marks ( sanimitta ) nor without marks ( animitta ), neither active ( sakriya ) nor inactive 
(akriya) and, by considering them thus, not to attach one's mind to it. Some stanzas say: 

Dharmas resulting from causes and conditions 

Are called empty of nature ( sinyalaksana ), 

Are described as conventional ( prajhaptisat ), 

Are called the Middle path ( madhyamd pratipad). 

If dharmas really existed 

They would not return into nothingness. 

Not existing after having existed ( bhutva abhdva ) 

Is what is called annihilation ( uccheda ). 

When there is neither eternalism nor nihilism, 

Neither existence nor non-existence, 

The basis of the mind and of consciousness disappears 

And words are exhausted. 

Faced with these gambhiradharma s, the mind of the bodhisattvas experiences neither difficulty (, dvarana ) 
nor repugnance ( vipratisdra ) nor any setback. This is why they are endowed with utmost patience 
( adhimdtraksdntisamanvdgata ). 


24. Y ATH ATM Y A V AT ARANUKU SAL A 

Sutra: They excelled in saving appropriately (yathdtmydvatdrakusalaih ). 

Sdstra: The systems of the heretics ( tirthikadharma ), while saving beings, do not save them appropriately, 
because all kinds of wrong views ( mithyddrsti ) and fetters ( samyojana) remain. 

- The two vehicles, [that of the sravakas and that of the pratyekabuddhas], while possessing the means of 
salvation, do not save as they should (yathdyogam ), for their adepts, not being omniscient ( sarvajna ), use 
only rather rudimentary skillful means ( updyacitta ). It is only bodhisattvas who can save appropriately. 

[There is a good and a bad way of saving beings, just as there is a good way and a bad way to cross a river 
or to cure a sickness.] Thus, to take someone across to the other shore, the master ferryman ( taranacarya ) 
is able to use a fisherman's straw raft ( kaivartatrnakola ) or a big boat ( nau -); there are notable differences 
between these two ways of crossing. In the same way, [the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas lead beings to 
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the other shore of salvation by using the straw raft of the Lesser Vehicle, whereas the bodhisattvas take 
them across in the ship of the Greater Vehicle]. Or again, there are different remedies for curing sicknesses 
(vyddhi), such as medicinal herbs ( osadhi) or cauterization with a needle; but there is a still more 
wonderful herb called Sou t'o chan t'o (Suddhasanta?) which it suffices that the sick person looks at it and 
all his ills are cured. Although these remedies seem similar, their quality differs. It is the same for the 
sravakas and pratyekabuddhas in their methods of converting beings: asceticism ( tapas ), dhutanga, 
practice of the three nights ( prathama-madhyama-pascima-ydma ), exertion (vfryacitta) and ecstasy 
(i dhydna ). According to the sravaka doctrine, one finds the Path by considering suffering ( duhkha); 
according to the bodhisattva doctrine, the mind finds purity ( visuddhi ) by considering the dharmas as free 
of bonds ( handhana ) and free of deliverance ( moksa ). Compare the Wen chon che lo pen yuan 
(Manjusrya vadana): 

Manjusn said to the Buddha: "Bhagavat, once in times gone by, (bhutapurvam atfte ’dhvani) - [107b] 
innumerable incalculable periods ago - there was a Buddha called Che tseuyin wang (Simhanadaraja). The 
lifetime of the Buddha and of beings was a hundred thousand kotinayuta years; the Buddha saved beings 
by the three Vehicles (ydnatraya ); the country was called Ts'ien kouang ming (Sahasraloka). In this land, 
the trees ( vrksa ) were made of the seven jewels ( saptaratna ) and emitted immense and pure sounds of the 
Dharma ( apramanavisuddhadharmasvara ): the sounds of emptiness ( sunyata ), signlessness ( animitta ), 
wishlessness ( apranihita ), non-arising ( anutpdda ), non-cessation ( anirodha ) and nothingness ( dkimcanya ). 
The beings who heard these sounds found their minds opening up and discovered the Path. When the 
Buddha Simhanadaraja preached the Dharma to the first assembly, 99 kotis of human beings attained the 
state of arhat. It was the same for the bodhisattva assembly: all these bodhisattvas had acquiescence of the 
teaching of non-arising ( anutpattikadharmaksdnti ), they penetrated all sorts of religious texts 
( dharmaparydya ), they saw innumerable Buddhas whom they served ( arcana ) and honored (pujd ), they 
were able to save innumerable and incalculable beings, they possessed innumerable dharammukhas, they 
used innumerable samadhis of all kinds; from the first production of mind (prathamacittotpdda ), they had 
crossed through the gate of the Path. It would be impossible to cite and list all these bodhisattvas and 
describe the beauties ( alamkdra ) of this buddha-field ( buddhaksetra ). Finally, when the Buddha had 
converted them all, he entered into nirvana-without-remainder ( nirupadhisesanirvana ); his Dharma lasted 
60,000 more years and then the trees stopped emitting the sounds of the Dharma ( dharmasvara ). 

There were, at that time, two bodhisattva bhiksus named Hi ken (Prasannendriya) and Chengyi (Agramati). 
The Dharma teacher Prasannendriya, of frank and simple manner, had not renounced the things of the 
world ( lokadhanna ) and did not distinguish good from evil. His disciples were intelligent ( medhdvin ), 
loved the Dharma and understood admirably the profound meaning ( gambhirartha ). Their teacher did not 
recommend moderation in desires (alpecchdsamtusti) to them or the observance of the precepts ( sflacaryd) 
or the practice of the dhutas. He spoke to them only of the true nature ( satyalaksana ) of the dharmas which 
is pure ( visuddha ). He said to them: 'The dharmas are characterized by desire ( rdga ), hatred ( dvesa ) and 
delusion ( moha ), but all these characteristics ( laksana ) may be reduced to the true nature ( satyalaksana ) of 
the dharmas which is without hindrance ( apratihata ).' It was by these soteriological means ( updya ) that he 
instructed his disciples and introduced them into the knowledge of the unique nature ( ekalaksanajndna ). 
Thus his disciples felt no hostility (pratigha ) or affection ( anunaya) for people and, as their minds were 
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unperturbed, they had obtained the patience towards beings ( sattvaksdnti ); provided with the patience 
towards beings, they acquired the patience relating to the dharmas ( dharmaksdnti ). In the presence of the 
true doctrine, they remained motionless (cicala) like a mountain. 

By contrast, the Dharma teacher Agramati, clinging to the purity of the precepts ( sflavisuddhi ), practiced 
the twelve dhutas, had acquired the four dhyanas and the formless absorptions (arupyasamapatti). His 
disciples were of weak faculties (mrdvindriya) and clung to distinguishing the pure (suddha) [practices] 
from the impure ( asuddha ) ones; their minds were always disturbed [by qualms]. 

On various occasions, Agramati went to the village (grama) among the disciples of Prasannendriya, and 
seated there, he praised the precepts (sfla), moderation in desires (alpecchdsamtusti), the practice of 
solitude (aranya) and the dhyanas. He criticized their teacher Agramati, saying: "This man, who preaches 
the Dharma and teaches people, introduces them into wrong views (mithyddrsti). He says that desire 
(rdga), anger (dvesa) and delusion (moha) are not an obstacle (pratigha ), that people of mixed practices 
(misracaryd) are not really pure." The disciples of Prasannendriya, who had keen faculties (tiksnendriya) 
and the patience relating to [107c] dharmas, asked Agramati: 

- O Venerable One, what are the characteristics of desire? 

- Desire has affliction as its nature. 

- Is this affliction of desire internal (ddhydtmam) or external ( bahirdhd )? 

- This affliction of desire is neither internal nor external. If it were internal, it would not depend on causes 
and conditions (hetupratyaya) to take birth; if it were external, it would not have anything to do with the 
self and would be unable to torment it. 

People then retorted: 

- If desire is neither internal (adhymatmam) nor external (bahirdhd) nor in the [four] directions; in the east 
(purvasyam disi), in the south (daksinasydm disi), in the west (pascimdydm disi) or in the north 
(uttarasyam disi), nor in the four intermediate directions (vidiksu), nor at the zenith (uparistdd disi) nor at 
the nadir (adhastdd disi), one might look everywhere for its true nature and one would never find it. This 
dharma does not arise (notpadyate) and does not cease (na nirudhyate) and, since it lacks the 
characteristics of birth and cessation (utpddanirodhalaksana), it is empty (sunya) and non-existent 
(akimcana). How could it torment [the atman]? 

Deeply displeased on hearing these words, Agramati could not reply. He rose from his seat, saying: "[Your 
teacher] Prasannendriya deceives many beings and clings to wrong ways (mithydmdrga)." This bodhisattva 
Agramati did not know the ghosapravesadhdranv, he was happy when he heard the speech of the Buddha 
and grieved when he heard a heretical (tirthika) word; he was sad when he heard speak of the three evil 
(akusala) things and rejoiced when he heard speak of the three good things (kusala)', he hated speaking 
about samsara and loved to speak about nirvana. Leaving the dwellings of the vaisya, he went back to the 
forest and returned to his monastery (vihdra). He said to his bhiksus: "You should know that the 
bodhisattva Prasannendriya is an impostor who leads people to evil. Why? He claims that the nature of 
desire, hatred and delusion (ragadvesamohalaksana) as well as all the other dharmas is not an obstacle." 
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Then the bodhisattva Prasannendriya had this thought: "This Agramati who is so fierce is covered with 
faults and will fall into great sins ( mahdpatti ). I am going to teach him the profound Dharma 
(gambhfradharma ). Even if he cannot grasp it today, this teaching will earn him buddhahood later." Then 
gathering the samgha together, Prasannendriya spoke these stanzas: 

Raga is the Path, 

Dvesa and mo ha are also the Path. 

In these three things are included 
Innumerable states of buddhahood. 

Whoever makes a distinction 
Between rdga-dvesa-moha and the Path 
Departs as far from the Buddha 
As the sky is far from the earth. 

The Path and rdga-dvesa-moha 
Are one and the same thing. 

The person who listens to his fears 
Wanders far from buddhahood. 

Raga is not born, it does not perish. 

It is incapable of calling forth anxiety; 

But if the person believes in the atman 
Raga will lead him to bad destinies. 

To distinguish existence ( bhava ) from non-existence ( abhava ) 

Is not freeing oneself from them. 

[108a] Recognizing their fundamental identity 

Is to win the victory and realize buddhahood. 


Prasannendriya spoke seventy more stanzas of this kind and at that moment, 30,000 devaputras found 
acquiescence in the doctrine of non-production (, anutpattikadharmaksdnti); 18,000 sravakas, detached from 
all dharmas, found deliverance ( vimoksa ). The bodhisattva Agramati fell into hell ( niraya ) where he 
suffered torments for 10,000,000 years; then he was reborn among humans where he was exposed to 
ridicule for 740,000 lifetimes. For innumerable kalpas he never heard the name of the Buddha pronounced, 
but, as his sin was becoming lighter, he heard the Buddhist doctrine preached. Becoming a monk 
(pravrajita ) in search of the Path, he gave up the precepts (silo) and so, for 603,000 lifetimes, he 
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completely neglected the precepts. Finally, for innumerable lifetimes, he was a sramana, but although he no 
longer neglected the precepts, his faculties remained closed ( dvrta). - As for the bodhisattva 
Prasannendriya, he is the Buddha in the eastern region ( purvasydm disi) beyond 100,000 koti s of buddha- 
fields ( buddhaksetra ): his land is called Pao yen (Ratnavyuha) and he himself is named Kouangyu je ming 
wang (Suryalokasamatikramantaraja). 

Manjusn [continued this story], saying to the Buddha: "At that time, I was the bhiksu Agramati; I knew 
that 1 had to endure these immense sufferings." Manjusn said again: "Those who seek the Path of the three 
vehicles (ydnatrayamdrga ) and do not want to undergo such suffering should not reject the [true] nature of 
dharmas or give themselves up to hatred ( dvesa )." 

The Buddha then asked him: "When you heard these stanzas [of Prasannendriya], what benefit did you get 
from them?" Manjusn replied: "When I heard these stanzas, I came to the end of my suffering. From 
lifetime to lifetime I had sharp faculties ( tiksnendriya ) and wisdom ( prajna ), I was able to find the 
profound Dharma ( gambhiradharma ) and I excelled in preaching the profound meaning ( gambhirartha ); I 
was foremost among all the bodhisattvas." 

Thus 'to be skillful in preaching the [true] nature of the dharmas' is 'to excel in saving appropriately 
(ydthd tmyd vataranakusala).' 
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CHAPTER XIII: THE BUDDHA-FIELDS 


[k. 7,108a] Text of the sutra commented on in this chapter [cf. Pancavimsati, p. 5; Satasahasrika, p. 5-7]: 

(25) Apramdnabuddhaksetrapranidhdnaparigrhitair 

(26) apramdnabuddhaksetrabuddhdnusmrtisamddhisatatasamitdbhimukhibhutair, 

(27) aparamitabuddhddhyesanakusalair (28) nanadrstiparyavasthanaklesaprasamanakusalaih, 

(29) samadhisatasahasrabhinirharavikndanakusalair evamvidhais capramanair gunaih samanvagataih. 
Tadyathb Bhadrapdlena ca bodhisattvena mahasattvena Ratndkarena ca Sdrthavdhena ca Naradattena ca 
Subhaguptena ca Varunadattena ca Indradattena ca Uttaramatina ca Visesamatina ca Vardhamanatina ca 
Amoghadarsina ca Susamaprasthitena ca Suvikrdntavikramind ca Nityodyuktena ca Aniksiptadhurena ca 
Suryagarbhena ca Anupamacintind ca Avalokitesvarena ca Manjusriya ca Ratnamudrahastena ca 
Nityotksiptahastena ca Maitreyena ca bodhisattvena mahasattvena, evampramukhair 
anekabodhisattvakotiniyutasatasahasaih sdrdham sarvair ekajdtipratibaddhair bhuyastvena 
kumdrabhutaih. 

These bodhisattvas took possession of an infinite number of buddha-fields by means of their aspirations; 
they always turned to the concentrations commemorating the Buddhas of innumerable buddha-fields; they 
excelled in inviting innumerable Buddhas; they excelled in destroying various wrong views, entanglements 
and defilements and were endowed with innumerable qualities of this kind. [The Buddha was thus 
accompanied] by the bodhisattva- mahasattvas Badhrapala, etc. (see the listing in the text) at the head of 
countless hundreds of thousands of kotinayutas of bodhisattvas who were all in a state of uncertainty 
awaiting succession and were still to accede to Buddhahood. 




25. BUDDHAKSETRAPRANIDHANAPARIGHRHETA 

Sutra: They have taken possession of an infinite number of buddha-fields by means of their aspirations 
( apramdnabuddhaksetrapranidhdnaparigrhrtaih ). 

Sdstra: Seeing the wondrous infinities (, apramanavyuha) of the buddha-fields (buddhaksetra),^ these 
bodhisattvas formed all kinds of aspirations (pranidhdna ). 

[108b] There is a buddha-field free of all suffering ( duhkha ) where the question of the threefold evil 
(pdpatrya ) has never been heard. The bodhisattva who has seen it formulates the following aspiration: 
"When I will be Buddha, may my field be thus free of all suffering and may the threefold evil never be 
heard of there." 


612 p Qr t [ le buddha-fields, see Hobogirin, Butsudo, p. 198-203. 
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There is a buddha-field adorned with the seven jewels ( saptaratnalamkrta ) which is always bathed in clear 
light ( visuddhaprabha ) although it has neither sun (surya) nor moon ( candramas ). [The bodhisattva who 
has seen it] formulates the following aspiration: "When I will be Buddha, may my field be always bathed 
thus in pure light." 

There is a buddha-field where all the beings practice the ten wholesome actions ( dasakusala ) and have 
great wisdom ( mahaprajna ), where garments, coverlets and food appear at will. [The bodhisattva who has 
seen it] formulates the following aspiration: "When I will be Buddha, may beings in my field also find 
garments, coverlets and food at will." 

There is a buddha-field where the pure bodhisattvas have the physical appearance of the Buddha with his 
thirty major marks ( laksana ) and his brilliant light, where there is no question of sravakas or 
pratyekabuddhas and where women (sin) are completely absent; all the inhabitants follow the profound 
marvelous Path of the Buddhas, travel in the ten directions and convert all beings. [The bodhisattva who 
has seen it] formulates the following aspiration: "When I will be Buddha, may the beings in my field be 
like this." 

This is how the bodhisattvas aspire to and attain all the marvels ( ndndvidhavyuha ) of innumerable buddha- 
fields, and this is why the sutra says that they have acquired an infinite number of buddha-fields by means 
of their aspirations ( apramanabuddhaksetrapranidhanaparighrhfta ) 

Question. - But by virtue of the purity of their conduct and their actions ( caritakarmavisuddhi ), the 
bodhisattvas automatically obtain good rewards ( subhavipdka ). Why must they first aspire to them in order 
to obtain them later? A farmer who has grain, must he still wish for it? 

Answer. - Merit (punya ) is ineffective without aspiration (praniddna ). Making the aspiration 
( pranidhdnaprasthdna ) is the guide that leads to the result. In the same way, metal-casting requires a 
master, the crude metal [itself] being formless ( aniyata ). Thus the Buddha said: "Some people cultivate 
(bhdvayanti) the limited merit of generosity ( ddna ) or morality (slid), but are ignorant of the law of merit; 
learning that there are wealthy happy people, they always think about them and endlessly wish for [similar] 
happiness; at the end of their life, they will be reborn among wealthy happy people. Others cultivate the 
limited merit of generosity or morality, but are ignorant of the law of merit; hearing about the existence of 
the Caturmaharajika, Trayastrimsa, Yama, Tusita, Nirmanarati and Paranirmitavasavartin gods, they 
endlessly wish for [similar] happiness: at the end of their life, they will be reborn among those gods. This 
happiness is the result of their wish. "613 In the same way, it is by aspiring for the pure universes 
( visuddhalokadhdtu ) that the bodhisattvas acquire them later. Therefore it is thanks to their aspirations 
( pranidhana ) that they possess superior fruits ( agraphala ). 


Summary of a sutra related to danupapattiyo, 'rebirths due to the practice of generosity', which may be found in 
Anguttara, IV, p. 239-241 (tr. Woodward, Gradual Sayings, IV, p. 163-164: 

Atth'imd bhikkhave danupapattiyo. Katama attha? Idha bhikkhave ekacco ddnam deti samanassa va brahmanassa va .... 
Imd kho bhikkhave atthadanupapattiyo ti. 
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Furthermore, the adornment of the buddha-fields ( buddhaksetrdlamkdra ) is important. By itself, cultivation 
of the qualities ( guna ) of the bodhisattva would be unable to realize it; this is why the power of aspiration 
is necessary. Thus, an ox (go-) has the strength to draw a cart ( ratha ) but a driver ( nayaka) is needed to 
reach the destination. It is the same for aspirations [108c] related to the pure universes: merit is like the ox, 
aspiration is the driver. 

Question. - [If you are to be believed], one would gain no merit if one did not make an aspiration. 

Answer. - Yes! One would gain merit, but not as when the aspiration is added. If one thinks endlessly of 
the goal, the merit increases ( vardhate ). 

Question. - If merit entails retribution, people who commit the ten sins^l^ but do not wish for hell ( niraya ) 
as retribution would not have to suffer hell as punishment [for their faults]. 

Answer. - Although sin ( apatti) and merit {punya ) are necessarily retributed {niyatavipdka), only those 
who formulate aspirations ( pranidhana ) cultivate ( bhdvayanti) merit; endowed with the power of the 
aspirations, they obtain a great fruit of merit ( vipdkaphala ). As was said above, sin {apatti) has suffering 
(i duhkha ) as retribution; but all the beings [who commit it] wish to find happiness; nobody wishes for 
suffering or hell {niraya). This is why sin has but a limited punishment whereas merit finds unlimited 
reward {apramdnavipdka). According to some, even the greatest sinner who has fallen into the Avici hell 
will suffer his punishment for one kalpa,^^ whereas the very meritorious person, residing in the sphere of 
neither perception-nor-nonperception {naivasamjndndsamjndyatana), will enjoy his reward for 80,000 
great kalpas.616 In the same way, the bodhisattvas who have aspired to the pure universes 


614 The ten evil paths of action {dasdkusalakarmapatha), murder ( prd.ndtipd.ta), etc. 

616 According to the sravakas, adherents of the Lesser Vehicle, the damned remain in Avici hell for one kalpa: 

i) The Itivuttaka, II, 18, p. 11, says that the schismatic is cooked in hell for one kalpa: apayika nerayiko kappattho 
samghabhedaka .... bhitvana kappam nirayahi paccan. "The schismatic falls into the abyss, he falls into hell for one 
kalpa. Creating schisms, living in irreligion, he falls away from safety. Having destroyed the unity of the community, he 
is cooked in hell for one kalpa." 

ii) The Buddha declared that Devadatta, guilty of schism, would be damned for one kalpa: Apdyiko Devadatta nerayiko 
kappattho atekiccho "Devadatta has fallen into the abyss, fallen into hell for a kalpa; he is unpardonable." This judgment 
is repeated in Vinaya, II, p. 202; Majjhima, I, p. 393; Aiiguttara, III, p. 402;; IV, p. 160; Itivuttaka, p.85; Tchong a han, T 
26(no. 112), k. 27, p. 600c; A neou fong king, T 58, p. 854a. 

Vinaya, II, p. 394: Aiiguttara, V, p. 75: Samaggam kho samgham bhinditvd kappatthikam kibbisam pasavati kappam 
nirayamhi paccati "Having broken the unity of the community, he has committed a sin which will last for one kalpa: he 
will cook in hell for a kalpa." 

Later scholasticism discusses the length of the kalpa passed in hell: is it a small kalpa (antarakalpd) or a great kalpa 
(mahakalpa ): cf. Kathavatthu, II, p. 476; P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 116, p. 601c; Kosa, IV, p. 207. On the duration of the 
lifespan of the damned, see Kirfel, Kosmographie derlnder, p. 205-206. 

616 The lifespan is 20,000 kalpas in akasanantyayatana, 40,000 kalpas in vijnananatyayatana, 60,000 kalpas in 
akimcanyayatana, 80.000 kalpas in naivasamjnanasamjnayatana or bhavagra. - The first three numbers are given by 
Aiiguttara, I, p. 267-268; the fourth is given in Kosa, III, p. 174. 
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(visuddhalokadhatu) will travel the Path for countless kalpas and will attain nirvana, eternal bliss 
( nityasukha ). 

Question. - However, look at the sin that consists of criticizing the Prajnaparamita, the sin discussed in the 
Ni li p'in (Nirayaparivarta): when the antarakalpa [spent in Avici] is ended, the guilty one falls into other 
hells ( niraya ).617 How can you say that the very great sinner suffers his punishment in hell for just one 
kalpa? 

Answer. - The Buddhist doctrine, which is intended for beings, uses two [different] ways ( mdrga ): the way 
of the bodhisattva (read P'ou sa tao = bodhisattvamdrga ) and the way of the sravaka ( srdvakamdrga ). In 
the way of the sravaka, the Buddha says that the person guilty of the five dnantarya crimes will suffer hell 
(niraya) for only one kalpa; in the bodhisattva way, the Buddha declares that the enemy of the 
Buddhadharma, after having spent an antarakalpa [in Avici], will go to yet other hells to undergo 
innumerable sufferings there (read k'ou = duhkha, in place of tsouei = apatti). According to the theory of 
the sravakas, a single great merit will be rewarded during 80,000 kalpas; according to the theory of the 
bodhisattvas, it will be rewarded during innumerable asamkhyeykalpas. 

This is why merit requires aspiration [in order to be truly efficacious]. It is in this sense that the sutra says 
that the bodhisattvas are adorned with an infinite number of buddha-fields 
(apramdnabuddhaksetrapranidhdnaparigrhita) by means of their aspirations. 


26. BUDDHANUSMRTISAMADHI 

Sutra: They always turn to the concentration commemorating the Buddhas of numberless buddha-fields 
(apramdnabuddhaksetrabuddhdnusmrtisamddhisatatasamitdbhimukhTbhutaih) 

Sdstra: The countless buddha-fields ( apramdnabuddhaksetra ) are the buddha-fields of the ten directions. - 
The concentration commemorating the Buddhas ( buddhdnusmrtisamddhi ) is that which, by means of the 


617 The Nirayaparivarta is one of the chapters of the Pancavimsati and the Astasahasrika. The passage alluded to here is 
in Pancavimsati T 220, k. 435, p. 187c; T 221, k. 9, p. 63a; T 223, k. 11, p. 304c. In the Astasahasrika, T 224, k. 3, p. 
441b; T 225, k. 3, p. 488a; T 225, k. 3, p. 523a; T 227, k. 3, p. 550c. Here are a few extracts of the Sanskrit text of the 
Astasahasrika, ed. R. Mitra, p. 179-180: 

Asyah khcilu punah Subhute prajndpdramitaydh pratyakhydnena pratiksepena .... mahanti mahdnirayaduhkhdni 
pratyanubhavisyanti. " By criticizing, by rejecting, by insulting this Prajnaparamita, O Subhuti, one criticizes, one rejects, 
one insults the omniscience of the Buddha Bhagavats. Those [who act in this way] will be banished from the presence of 
the Buddha Bhagavats, deprived of the Dharma, sent away by the community. For them this will be the definitive and 
complete exclusion from the Three Jewels. As a result of a sin of such magnitude, they will be reborn in the great hells for 
many hundreds of millions of kotiniyutas of years. They will pass from one great hell to another great hell. When they 
have thus gone from one great hell to another, the destruction of the world by fire will occur. And when this destruction 
of the world by fire has taken place, they will fall into the great hells of other universes. It is in these great hells that they 
will be reborn. In these great hells they will suffer the great torments of hell." 
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mind's eye ( cittacaksus ), perceives all the Buddhas of the ten directions ( dasadis ) and the three times 
(tiyadvan ) as if they were present. 618 

Question. -Then what is the buddhanusmrtisamadhi ? 

Answer. - It is of two types: i) According to the sravaka system, it is to see with the eye of the mind one 
single Buddha filling the ten directions; ii ) according to the bodhisattva system, it is to recollect all the 
Buddhas of the ten directions and the three times[109a] who are present in numberless buddhaksetras. 
Also the sutra says that the bodhisattvas always direct themselves towards the concentrations 
commemorating the Buddhas of countless buddha-fields. 

Question. - The concentrations ( samddhi ) of the bodhisattvas are of infinite variety; why does the sutra 
praise only the bodhisattvas who devote themselves always to the buddhanusmrtisamadhi? 

Answer. - i) Because by commemorating the Buddhas these bodhisattvas reach buddhahood. This is why 
they devote themselves always to the buddhanusmrtisamadhi. 

ii) Furthermore, the buddhanusmrtisamadhi is able to drive away the afflictions ( klesa ) of all sorts and the 
sins ( dpatti ) of former lifetimes ( purvajanma). Other samadhis can drive away desire ( rdga) but not hatred 
(dvesa)\ others can drive away hatred but not desire, still others can drive away delusion (moha) but not 
desire or hatred; finally, others can drive away the threefold poison ( trivisa) but not the sins of earlier lives. 
Only the buddhanusmrtisamadhi is capable of eliminating all the afflictions and all the sins. 

Hi) Finally, the buddhanusmrtisamadhi has the great merit of being able to save beings and this is precisely 
what these bodhisattvas want. The buddhanusmrtisamadhi is able to destroy sins quickly, better than all the 
other samadhis. Here is proof of it:^ ^ ^ Once there were five hundred merchants who had gone to sea to 


”1° Commemoration in general, and especially commemoration of the Buddhas, was practiced already in the Lesser 
Vehicle. It was applied applied sometimes to six objects (DTghaJII, p. 250, 280; Anguttara, III, p. 284, 312 seq., 452; V, 
p. 329 seq.; Patisambhidha, I, p. 28), sometimes to ten (Anguttara, I, p. 30, 42; Laliravistara, p. 31). 

Commemoration of the Buddhas was greatly expanded in the Greater Vehicle; the seven-fold recollection of the 
dharmakaya in Samgraha, p. 314-316, and the ten-fold recollection of the qualities of the Tathagata in Bodh. bhumi, p. 
91, should be noted. 

619 Th e s tory that follows is taken from the legend of Dharmaruci, told in detail in Divyavadana, chap. XVIII, p. 228-262 
(tr. H. Zimmer, Karman. ein buddhistischer Legendenkranz, Munchen, 1925, p. 1-79). It is essential to know the major 
outlines of this legend in order to understand the allusions that abound in the story of the Mpps. 

In the course of his earlier lifetimes, Dharmaruci had met the future Buddha Sakyamuni: i) Under the Buddha 
Ksemamkara, Dharmaruci was a captain in command of a thousand men ( sahasrayodhin ), while Sakyamuni was a 
merchant who decorated a stupa in honor of the Buddha Ksemamkara (Divyavadana, p. 242-246). - ii) Under the Buddha 
DIpamkara, Dharmaruci was Mali, friend of Sumati, the future Sakyamuni, who offered lotuses to the Buddha DIpamkara 
and made his hair into a mat for him. Mali was angry at seeing DIpamkara walking on the hair of a brahmin; nevertheless, 
he entered the Order of the Buddha along with his friend, but, as punishment for his anger, he fell into the hells 
(Divyavadana, p. 246-254). We have already come across this famous incident, of which a certain number of references 
have been collected; in the sources indicated, Dharmaruci does not appear always under the name Mati but also under the 
name Meghadatta (mainly in the Mahavastu), while Sakyamuni is called Sumati, Megha or Sumedha. - iii) Under the 
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Buddha Krakucchanda, Dharmaruci was a merchant's son ( vanigdaraka) and became guilty of various crimes: he lived in 
carnal sin with his mother, poisoned his father, stabbed an arhat, killed his mother and burned monasteries before being 
welcomed into the Order by a bhiksu tripita 'monk learned in the Tripitaka', who was none other than the future Buddha 
Sakyamuni (Divyavadana, p. 254-262; the same story differing in details in Mahavastu, I, p. 243-244). - 4) Under the 
Buddha Sakyamuni, Dharmaruci lived two lives: 

a) Whereas his former friend became Buddha, Dharmaruci, as punishment for his crimes, had taken birth as a monstrous 
fish that swallowed everything that it came across. One day when the fish had opened its mouth about to swallow a ship, 
the passengers called upon the Buddha for help. On hearing this cry that recalled to him his past existences and crimes, 
the fish Dharmaruci had remorse and closed its mouth. This is the episode told here. 

b) Deprived of food, the fish died of hunger and Dharmaruci was reborn into a family of brahmins in Sravastl. While 
bearing him in her womb, his mother was tormented by ravenous hunger (Divyavadana, p. 234). During his youth, he 
could never get enough to eat (ibid., p. 235); he was on the point of committing suicide when, at the advice of an upasaka, 
he became a monk (ibid., p. 236). There again his appetite proved to be ravenous; in order to pacify him a little, a 
householder (grhapati ) had him swallow the contents of a wagon loaded with provisions for 500 people (ibid., p.237- 
239). Finally, the Buddha Sakyamuni took Dharmaruci to the sea-shore near the carcass of a giant fish and told him, to 
his great amazement, that these fragments of bone ( asthisakala ) had once belonged to him. Then the Buddha disappeared 
miraculously and returned to Sravastl, to the Jetavana, leaving Dharmaruci in contemplation before his own skeleton 
(ibid., p. 239-240). In the course of his meditation, Dharmaruci traveled over all the stages of the Path and reached 
arhathood. Going back over the course of his lives and aware of the favors his old friend had rendered him, he 
miraculously returned to the Jetavana. When Sakyamuni saw him, he made only a discrete allusion to the fonner lifetimes 
they had had together and welcomed him with these simple words: Cirasya Dharmaruce .... Sucirasya Dharmaruce ..... 
Sucirascirasya Dharmaruce (It has been a long time, Dharmaruci! It has been a very long time, Dharmaruci! It has indeed 
been a very long time, Dharmaruci!) And Dharmaruci agreed: Cirasya Bhagavan, Sucirasya Bhagavan, Suciracirasya 
Bhagavan (Chinese Ekottara, T 125, k. 11, p. 507b; Mahavastu, I, p. 246; Divyavadana, p. 241; Apadana, II,p. 430, v. 
20 ). 

Archeologists became interested in the giant fish because of a Bharhut medallion depicting a ship with three people about 
to be engulfed by a marine monster (cf. Cunningham, Bharhut, pi. XXXIV, 2; A. Foucher, Memoires concernant I'Asie 
Orientale, III, p. 8; B. Barua and K.C. Sinha, Bharhut Inscriptions, Calcutta, 1926, p. 61; Luders, Bharhut und die 
buddhistische Literatur, p. 73-79: Die Geschichte von Timitimigila). The sources dealing with it are more numerous than 
is generally thought: 

Sanskrit sources: Divyavadana, p. 231-232. - Mahavastu, I, p. 244-246. - Avadanakalpalata, II, p. 777-778, v. 16-25. 

Pali sources, hitherto neglected or forgotten: Pali Apadana, II, p. 430, v. 13-20, of which the following is the text: 

13. Akarim cinantariyah ca ghdtayim dutthamdnasa 

tato cuto mahavicim upapanno suddrunam . 

20. Disvd disva muni aha ciram DhammarucTti mam. 

It is Dharmaruci who is speaking: "I committed a heinous sin of immediate retribution and committed murder with an evil 
mind; I died and was reborn in the cruel great hell. Plunged into the hells, for a long time I wandered unhappily and never 
met the hero Sumedha, the bull among men. For a kalpa, I was the fish Timingala in the ocean: seeing a ship nearby in the 
ocean, I approached it. Seeing me, the frightened merchants called upon the excellent Buddha. Gotama, they cried. 
Hearing the great cry which they uttered, I remembered my fonner propensities. Then I died and was reborn at Savatthi in 
a great brahmin family. I was Dhammaruci, filled with horror for any sin; having seen the Lamp of the World, I went, at 
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search for precious stuffs. They encountered Mo k'ie lo (Makara), king of the fish ( matsyaraja the 
water of the sea rushed into its gapiing mouth and the ship was about to be engulfed. The captain 
(karnadhara)62 1 asked the man in the look-out: "What do you see?" He answered: "I see three suns 
(i dditya ), ranges of white mountains ( avadataparvatardji ) and a waterfall (jalaprapdta) at the entrance to a 


the age of seven years, to Jetavana and embraced the monastic life. Three times during the day and three times during the 
night I went to the Buddha and each time he saw me, the Muni said: "It has been a long time, O Dhammaruci." 

Chinese sources: Hien yu king, T 202 (no. 23), k. 4, p. 379b (abridged). - Tsa p'i yu king, T 207 (no, 30), p. 529a-b (tr. 
Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 51-53): this version is very similar to that of the Mpps. - King liu siang, T 2121, k. 43, p. 226b. 
The story of the Mahavastu has been influenced by an episode in the legend of Puma who also rescued his brother and 
five hundred merchants from Surparaka from a stonn. He rejoined them miraculously and, seated cross-legged on the 
edge of the boat, he calmed the stonn raised by the yaksa Mahesvara. The episode is told in Divyavadana, p. 41-42 (tr. 
Bumouf, Introduction, p. 228-230) and in the Miilasarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1448, k. 3, p. 13a. In other sources, the 
merchant from Surparaka miraculously saved is called, not Dharukarnin, but Stavakarnika (Avadanasataka, II, p. 166; 
Buddhacarita, XXI, v. 22, in E. H. Johnston, The Buddha's Mission and last Journey, Extract of Acta Or., XV, 1937,p. 53, 
where Rna stod translates the Sanskrit Stavakarnika). 

620 xhis fish is called Mo kie (Makara) in the Hien yu king and the Tsa p'i yu king; timitimihgila on the Bharhut 
medallion, the Mahavastu and the Divyavadana (where the variant timingila also occurs); timingilagili (probably to be 
corrected as timingilagila ) in the Avadanakalpalata; timingala in the Apadana. 

The proper reading is that of the Avadanakalpalata: timingilagila, in Tibetan ha-mid mid-par byad-pahi-ha 'the fish-that- 
swallows a fish-swallower'. Three kinds of fish must be distinguished: i) The ti mi, described as follows in the 
Raghuvamsa, XIII, 10: 

Sasattvam adaya badimukhambhah scimmilayanto vivrtananatvat/ 
amisirbhis timayah sarandhrair urdhvam vitanvanti jalapravahan// 

"See these sharks (timi) that suck in the water with the animals in it at the mouths of rivers; suddenly they shut their 
gullets and emit columns of water into the air through the holes in their heads." (tr. L. Rcnou) 

ii) The timingila, in Tibetan ha-mid 'swallower of tinmt Indeed, the Amarakosa, I, 10, 19, has: 
timihgilas timim girati: gr nigarane. 

iii) The timingilagila, in Tibetan ha-mid mid par byed pa, 'a swallower of timingila'. 

Thus there are three kinds of fish of different sizes, the smallest of which is swallowed by the middle one, and the middle 
one by the largest. This fits in perfectly with the Hindu concepts of life in the seas. Cf. Divyavadana, p. 230. "In the great 
ocean, the living beings are divided into three size-ranges (skandha): in the first are the fish 100, 200 and 300 yojanas in 
length; in the second, those 800, 900, 1000 up to 1400 yojanas in length; in the third, those 1500, 1600 and up to 2100 
yojanas in length. In the great ocean, these kinds of fish are always eating one another; those in the first size-range 
(bhumi) are devoured by those in the second; those in the second are devoured by those in the third. There is a fish there 
called Timingila [to be corrected to Timingilagila] that, surpassing the third range, comes up to the surface. When it opens 
its mouth, a funnel of water is sucked into it violently; drawn in by this mass of water, fish of all kinds, turtles, sea horses, 
dolphins, whales, etc. pass from its mouth into its belly. When it moves, it is so huge that its head, even from afar, seems 
to be a mountain as high as the sky and its two eyes from afar are like two suns in the sky." 

The captain ( karnadhdra ) or chief of the merchants (sdrthavdha) is called Sthapakarnika (variants: Thapakarni, 
Thapakarnika, Sthapakarnika) in the Mahavastu. Cf. the Stavakarnika of the Avadanasataka and the Buddhacarita. 
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cave."6“ The captain shouted: "It is the Makara, the king of the fish; he is holding his mouth agape; the 
first sun is the real sun, the other two suns are his eyes ( aksi ); the white mountains are his teeth ( danta ): the 
waterfall is the sea water that is lushing into his mouth.^-3 Let each of you call upon the gods for help." 
Then each of the men called upon the god whom he worshipped,624 but with no success. 625 Among them 
there was an upasaka who observed the five precepts ( pancasiksapadaparigrMta upasaka )626 who said to 
the others: "We should all cry out together Na mo fo (Namo buddhdya)', the Buddha is unsurpassable 
(i anuttara ); he will know how to help us." All the passengers unanimously ( ekacittena ) agreed and with one 
voice ( samaravena ) they cried: Namo buddhdya (Homage to the Buddha). Now in an earlier lifetime 
(purvajanma ), this fish had been a bad disciple of the Buddha (duhsilasravaka) ; 62 7 he still had the 
memory of his former lifetimes ( purvanivasdnusmrtijndna ). Hearing the name of the Buddha pronounced, 
he felt remorse, closed his mouth and the sailors were saved.628 

If the simple commemoration of the Buddha ( buddhanusmrti ) can thus efface grave sins and save from 
danger, what are not [the benefits] of the concentration commemorating the Buddhas 
( buddhanusmrtisamddhi )? 

z'v) Moreover, the Buddha is king of Dharma ( dharmardja ), while the bodhisattvas are but the captains. 
Worship and respect belong to the Buddha Bhagavat alone; that is why we must always commemorate the 
Buddhas. 


622 j n ti le Divyavadana, p. 231, the captain gives the following explanation Yat tad bhavantah sruyate timitimihgila iti 
timitimingilabhayam .... sutyavadavalokyete etav aksitarakau. 

623 [ n the Tsa p'i yu king, the look-out says: "I see two suns that appear above; below is a white mountain; in the middle 
is a black mountain." 

624 j n the Divyavadana, p. 232, the merchants invoked Siva, Varuna, Kuvera, Mahendra, Upendra; in the Mahavastu, p. 
245, Siva, Vaisravana, Skandha, Varuna, Yama, Dhrtarastra, Virudhaka, Virupaksa, Indra, Brahma, Samudradevata; in 
the Hien yu king, some invoke the Buddha, the Dharma and the Samgha, others call upon the deities of the mountains and 
rivers, their parents, their wives and children, their brothers [as in the legend of Purna] and their servants. 

625 Th e T sa p'i ytt king says " "The stronger their prayers, the faster the boat went." 

626 -pijg Divyavadana and the Hien yu king simply say 'an upasaka'. The Mpps mentions specifically that he held the five 
precepts; not to kill, not to steal, to abstain from forbidden sexual relations, not to he and not to partake of alcohol. 
Scholars discuss the question of knowing if these obligations are essential to the quality of upasaka. Cf. L. de La Vallee 
Poussin, Notes sur le chemin du Nirvana, BCLS, session 5 Jan, 1925, no. 1, p. 20, n. 2. - In the Tsa p'i yu king, it is the 
ship's captain the sarthavaha, who advises them to call upon the Buddha. - In the Mahavastu, p. 245, it is the ayusmat 
Purnaka: hearing the merchants invoking their deities, he arose from the mountain Tundaturika into the air and stood 
above the ship. The merchants wished to take refuge in him by calling him Bhagavat. Purnaka told them that he is not the 
Bhagavat, but a simple sravaka; he advised them to cry out as with a single voice Namo buddhasya. 

622 j n the Divyavadana, p. 232, the merchants' cry first reached the ears of the Buddha who was at Srasvastl in the 
Jetavana, and the Buddha then transmitted it to the giant fish. 

628 \y e i lave seen a bove that the fish died of hunger and was reborn at SravastI; this was Dharmaruci's last life; he was 
converted and attained arhathood. 
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v) Moreover, by always commemorating the Buddhas, we acquire all kinds of qualities ( guna ) and benefits 
(artha ). In the same way that a great minister ( mahdmdtya ) who has received special favors always 
commemorates his master, so the bodhisattvas, who owe qualities of all kinds and immense wisdom to he 
Buddha, feel gratitude and ceaselessly commemorate the Buddha. 

[109b] You may ask why the bodhisattvas always commemorate the Buddhas instead of practicing the 
other samddhis as well. But to say that they always commemorate the Buddhas does not mean that they 
neglect the other samddhis', what it does mean is that they practice the buddhanusmrtisamadhi more often. 

vz) Finally, the sutra has already mentioned the samadhis of emptiness ( sunyatd ), signlessness ( dnimitta ) 
and wishlessness ( apranihita ), but did not say anything about the buddhdnusmrtisamadhi. That is why it is 
spoken of here. 


27. AP ARIMIT AB UDDH ADH YE S AN AKU SAL A 

Sutra: They excelled in inviting innumerable buddhas ( aparimitabuddhddhyesanakusalaih ). 
Sastra: The invitations^^ [which they address to the Buddhas] are of two typesi^O 


6-9 It is understood that, before and after he has entered into the bhumis, the bodhisattva must cultivate the awakened 
mind by the practice of the six or ten paramitas. In order to reach the culmination of his career, he must then impose upon 
himself painful efforts that will be prolonged over three, seven, or even thirty-three asamkhyeyakalpas (cf. Samgraha, 
p.209-211; Siddhi, p.731-733). 

In actual fact, however, it seems that the cultivation of the awakened mind is less complicated than it seems at first sight. 
In order to progress in his career, it will suffice that the bodhisattva faithfully accomplish certain rituals, to which the 
Mahayana theoreticians will attach increasing importance. 

A text that makes up part of the Ratnakuta, the Ugradattapariprccha (cited in the Siksasamuccaya, p. 290) recommends 
that the bodhisattva, pure and clad in clean clothes, three times during the day and three times during the night, carry out 
the Triskandha, namely, the confession of sins, acceptance of the good and invitation to the Buddhas. Here is the text: 

Aryogrdattapariprcchdydm hi trirdtre tridivasasya ca . pdpadesandpunydnumodand-buddhddhyesandkhydh. 

The Mpps also mentions this threefold practice and, according to the explanations it gives here, it appears that the 
Triskandha consists of the following practices: 

i) Pcipadesana , confession of sins. 

ii) Buddhdnusmrti-anumodand-samdddpana, commemoration, rejoicing and exhortation of the Buddhas. 

iii) Adhyesand and ydcana, invitation to the Buddhas to preach the Dharma and prayer to the Buddhas to delay their entry 
into nirvana. 

But it is Santideva who recommends these spiritual exercises mainly in his Bodhicaryavatara, chap. II-III, and his 
Siksamuccaya, p. 290-291 (tr. Bendall-Rouse, p. 263-265). There the threefold practice, so-called because it is done three 
times during the day and three times during the night, consists of at least six parts: 

i) Vandana and pujana: veneration and worship of the Buddhas, etc. 

ii) Saranagamana, taking refuge in the Buddhas, etc., and pcipadesana , confession of sins. 

iii) Punydnumodana, rejoicing in virtue. 

iv) Adhyesand, invitation to the Buddhas to preach the Dharma. 
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i) When a Buddha becomes buddha, the bodhisattvas ceremoniously invite him three times during the night 
and three times during the day: throwing their upper garment over one shoulder ( ekdmsam uttardsangam 
b-tvd), with joined palms ( anjalim pranamyd), they say to him: "In the buddha-fields ( buddhaksetra ) of the 
ten directions ( dasadis ), countless Buddhas, once they have become buddha, do not turn the wheel of 
Dharma ( dharmacakra ). I, so-and-so, invite all the Buddhas to turn the wheel of Dharma for beings to save 
them all."631 

ii ) When the Buddhas are about to abandon their life of immense duration ( aparimitciAus ) and prepare to 
enter nirvana, the bodhisattvas, three times during the day and three times during the night, throw their 
upper garment over one shoulder and with joined palms, say: "I, so-and-so, invite the countless Buddhas of 
the buddha-fields of the ten directions to remain for a long time in this world, for countless kalpas, for the 
salvation and welfare of all beings. "632 

This is how the bodhisattvas invite innumerable Buddhas. 

Question. - The Buddhas have a pattern according to which they must preach the Dharma and save all 
beings. Whether they are invited or not, this pattern remains the same. Then why must they be invited? 
Besides, although it is possible to invite the Buddhas who are close by, how is it possible to invite the 
Buddhas of the innumerable buddha-fields of the ten directions? They cannot even be seen! 

Answer. - z) Although the Buddhas are obliged to preach the Dharma and need no human invitation, the 
person who invites them gains merit ( punya ) by doing so. In the same way, even though the king finds 
plenty of delicacies to eat at home, many people still invite him in order to gain his favor and obtain his 
advice. 


v) Yacana, prayer to the Buddhas to delay their entry into nirvana. 

vi) Parinamana, dedication of merit for the good of beings. 

Blit, as Santideva comments, many of these exercises are mixed up one with another: the vandana is included in the 
papadesana, and the yacana is joined to the adhyesana (cf. Siksasamuccaya, p. 290). [In Tibetan, this practice is called 
Phung-po gsum-pahi mdo] 

630 adhyesana, invitation, and yacana, prayer. 

631 Fonnula of the adhyesana in Bhadracarlpranidhana, v. 10: Ye ca dasaddisi lokapradipa .... cakru anuttara 
vartanatayai. 

"And these lamps of the world, in the ten directions, who have attained enlightenment and overcome detachment, I invite 
all these protectors to turn the unsurpassable wheel [of Dharma], 

In the Bodhicaryavatara, III, v. 4: Sarvasu diksu sambuddhan prarthaydmi .... mohad duhkhaprapatindm. "With joined 
palms I request the perfect Buddhas of all the directions to light the lamp of Dharma for those whom delusion has caused 
them to fall into misfortune." 

632 Fonnula of yacana in the Bhadracarlpranidhana, v. 11: Ye 'pi ca nirvrti darsitukdmas .... sarvajagasya hitaya 
sukhdya. 

"And so with joined palms, I beg these Buddhas who wish to manifest their nirvana, that they wait for a number of kalpas 
as large as the number of grains of sand in a [buddha]-field for the good and welfare of the entire world." 

In the Bodhicharyavatara, III, v. 5: Nirvdtukdmdms ca jindn yacaycimi.... andham idam jagat. "And I also entreat those 
Victorious Ones who wish to enter nirvana that they wait for endless kalpas lest this world become blind." 
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/'/') Moreover, if one feels friendship ( maitricitta ) for beings and one wishes them happiness, one gains 
great merit even though these beings do not get any. It is the same when one invites the Buddhas to preach 
the Dharma. 

iii) Furthermore, there are Buddhas who have not been invited to preach and who have entered directly into 
nirvana without having preached the Dharma. Thus, in the Fa houa king (Saddharmapundarikasutra), the 
Bhagavat Yo pao (Prabhutaratna), whom nobody had invited [to preach], entered nirvana directly but, later, 
his fictive nirmanakaya and his stupa made of the seven jewels ( saptaratna ) appeared simultaneously in 
order to confirm the prediction of the Saddharmapundarikasutra.^^^ - Similarly also the Buddha Sin chan 
to fo (Susantabuddha): as his disciples had not yet ripened the seeds of good (, aparipakvakusalamula ) [and 
were consequently unable to grasp his teaching], he entered directly into nirvana, but, to save beings, he 
left [behind] a fictive Buddha ( ninnanabuddha ) which lasted for a kalpa. - The present Buddha 
Sakyamuni, having become buddha, waited 57 days before preaching the Dharma. 63 4 He said to himself: 


633 Cf. Saddharmapundanka, chap. XI: Stupasamdarsana, p. 248-249 (tr. Burnout, p. 150-151; Kern, p. 236-237). When 
Sakyamuni was in the process of preaching the holy Dharma, a precious stupa appeared in the sky above the assembly. A 
voice came from it which praised Sakyamuni who opened the stupa and there found the preserved body of Prabhutaratna: 
Atha khcilu bhagavah Sakyamunis tcithdgatas tasyam veldyam svan .... dharmaparyayasya sravandyehagatah. 

"Then at that moment the blessed Tathagata Sakyamuni, seeing all the assembled Tathagatas miraculously created from 
his own body..., arose from his seat and flying up, remained suspended in the air. The four assemblies all together arose 
from their seats and stood, palms joined in respect, with eyes fixed on the face of the Bhagavat. Then with his right hand, 
the Bhagavat divided this great stupa made of precious stones which was suspended in the air; and having divided it, he 
opened the two halves completely. Just as the two halves of the gate of a great city open up when the piece of wood 
holding them closed is removed, so the Bhagavat, having separated this great stupa into two parts with the index finger of 
his right hand, opened it. Hardly had this great stupa of precious stones been opened, when the blessed Tathagata 
Prabhutaratna appeared seated cross-legged on his throne, his limbs dried out but his body not decreased in size, as if 
deep in meditation; and at this same moment, he pronounced the following words: "Good, good, O blessed Sakyamuni, it 
is well said, this explanation of the Lotus of the holy Dharma which you are about to make; it is good, O blessed 
Sakyamuni, that you explain this Lotus of the holy Dharma to the assemblies; I too, O Bhagavat, have come to hear this 
Lotus of the holy Dharma." (tr. Burnouf) 

634 These 57 days that separated the enlightenment from the first sermon are problematic chronologically in the 
biography of the Buddha. The sources do not agree on the number of weeks that elapsed between these two events. 

The Pali Vinaya (vol. I) counts four weeks which the Buddha spent respectively: 1) under the bodhirukkhci (p. 1); 2) 
under the ajapalanigrodhci (p. 3); 3) under the mucalinda (p. 3); 4) under the rajdyatana (p. 3). 

The Nidanakatha (p. 77-80) counts seven weeks that the Buddha spent respectively: 1) at the mahabodhimanda; 2) by the 
animisacetiya; 3) by the ratanacankamacetiya; 4) by the r atanagharacetiya; 5) under the ajapalanigrodha; 6) with 
Mucalinda', 7) under the rajdyatana. - The DIpavamsa, I, v. 29-30, has almost the same details: during the seventh week, 
the Buddha stayed in the Khlrapala park. 

The Mahavastu (vol. Ill) also counts seven weeks. The Buddha passed the first two under the bodhidruma (p. 273 and 
281); he spent the third in dirgha cahkrama (p. 281). During the last four, he stayed respectively in the dwelling of the 
naga Kala (p. 300), in the dwelling of the naga Mucilinda (p. 300), under the ajapalanyagrodha (p. 301), in the 
Ksirikavana at the Bahudevata-caitya (p. 303). The Mahavastu concludes by saying: "Thus the Bhagavat spent the seven- 
week retreat during 49 days." 
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"My Dharma is profound ( gambhira ), difficult to penetrate ( durvighaya ) and difficult to understand 
(i duranubodha ). Beings attached to worldly things ( alayarama ) are unable to understand it."635 

[109c] Nevertheless, Sakyamuni did not enter into silence in the bliss of nirvana. At that time, the 
bodhisattvas and the Sakradevendra and Brahmadevaraja gods came to bow down before him with joined 
palms (anjalim pranamya) and invited him to turn the wheel of Dharma ( dharmacakra ) for beings. The 
Buddha accepted their invitation in silence and then went to Po Jo nai (Varanasi) in the Lou Jin (Mrgadava) 
where he turned the wheel of Dharma. Under these circumstances, how can you say that it is useless to 
invite the Buddhas? 

;v) Finally, it is customary for the Buddhas to consider beings, not in order to know whether they are noble 
or lowly, light or heavy, but to know if they invite them. It is as a result of this invitation that they preach 
the Dharma. Even if beings did not invite the Buddha face-to-face, the Buddha, who always knows their 
minds, hears their invitation. Supposing even that the Buddhas do not see and do not hear [those who invite 
them], there would still be the same merit of inviting them; how much more so when they are able to see 
you and hear you. 

Question. - If it is so advantageous to invite the Buddhas, why invite them only on the two occasions 
indicated above? 

Answer. - It is not necessary to invite them in other circumstances, but in those two, it is indispensable to 
do so. 

If the Buddhas preached the Dharma without being invited, the heretics (tirthikd) might say: "Since his 
Buddha quality definitely has been established, does he not speak so much and act so much out of clinging 
to his own system ( dharmabhinivesa )?" That is why, in order to teach, the Buddhas should be invited. 


The Lalitavistara (p. 377, 379-381) locates the seven weeks as follows: The Buddha spent the first week seated on the 
bodhi-seat; he spent the second in dirgha cankrama', during the third, he stayed on the bodhimanda; in the fourth, he 
accomplished the dahara cankrama. During the last three, he stayed successively with Mucilinda, under the 
ajapalanyagrodha, and finally under the tarayana tree. - Cf. Beal, Romantic Legend, p. 236 seq. 

At the end of the seventh week, exactly 49 days after his enlightenment, at the invitation of Brahma Buddha agreed to 
preach the Dharma. But according to the Mpps, the first sermon at Benares did not take place until the 57th day. 
Therefore eight days elapsed between Brahma's invitation and the sermon at Benares. From the Mahavastu (III, p. 324- 
328) and the Lalitavistara, p. 406-407 (tr. Foucaux, p. 338-339), we know that this week was spent by the Buddha 
traveling from Gaya to Varanasi. According to the Nidanakatha, p. 81, having remained a few more days at the 
bodhimanda, the Buddha resolved to be at Benares on the day of the full moon of the Asadha month (June-July). On the 
fourteenth, he arose early in the morning and traveled 18 yojanas so that he arrived the same day towards evening at 
Rsipatana near Benares. That same evening, he preached the Dharmacakrapravartanasutra. 

635 Cf. Vinaya, I, p. 4: ayarn dhammo gambhfro duddciso duranubdho .... dlayardmaydm ca prajaydm durdrisam imam 
sthdnam ; Wou fen liu, T 1321, k. 15, p. 103c; Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 31, p. 786c. 

On the enigmatic fonnula alayarama, dlarata, alayasammudita, see also Majjhima, I, p. 167; Samyutta, I, p. 136; 
Aiiguttara, II, p. 131. - We know that the Vijnanavadin school resorted to these texts to prove the existence of the store- 
consciousness (i dlayavijhana ) by means of scripture. See Sa a graha, p. 26; Siddhi, p. 180; S. Levi, Autour d'Asvaghosa, JA, 
Oct.-Dec., 1929, p. 281-283. 


338 



People might also say: "If he knows the [true] nature of dharmas, he should not covet a long life. By 
remaining so long in the world, he is in no hurry to enter into nirvana!" This is why prayers [for him to stay 
here] are needed. If the Buddhas preached without being invited, people would say that the Buddha is 
attached to his own system and wants to make it known to people. This is why the Buddhas must await 
people's invitation to turn the wheel of Dharma. 

The heretics ( tfrthika ) themselves are attached to their own systems; with or without invitation they preach 
to people. The Buddha has no attachment or fondness for his doctrine; it is out of compassion ( karund ) for 
beings that he preaches when he is invited; if he were not invited, he would not turn the wheel of Dharma. 
Some verses say: 

The Buddhas say: "What is true? 

What is false? 

The true and the false 

Are both non-existent. 

Thus the truth consists 

Of not being discursive about the dharmas." 

It is out of compassion for beings 

That they turn the wheel of Dharma. 

Moreover, if the Buddha preached the doctrine without being invited, he would have preached his own 
discoveries (pratibhd ), his own beliefs ( grdha ) and would certainly have answered the fourteen difficult 
questions. But when the gods invited him to preach, where it was a matter only of cutting through old age 
(jam ), sickness ( vyddhi ) and death ( marana ), he did not engage in controversial questions 
(.nigrahasthdna ); this is why he did not answer the fourteen difficult questions and avoided any criticism. 
For this reason he must be invited to turn the wheel of Dharma. 

Furthermore, although born among humans, the Buddha nevertheless acts as a Mahapumsa: despite his 
great compassion (karund), he does not preach without being invited. If he preached without an invitation, 
he would be criticized by the heretics (tirthika)', therefore first he must be invited. [110a] Again, the 
heretics belong to the sect of the god Brahma and, if Brahma himself invites the Buddha, the heretics give 
in. 

Finally, the bodhisattvas regularly accomplish a threefold practice ( triskandha ) three times during the day 
and three times during the night: 1) In the morning, throwing the upper garment over one shoulder 
(ekdmsam uttardsangam b-tvd) and with joined palms ( krtanjali ), they pay homage to the Buddhas of the 
ten directions, saying: "I, so-and-so, in the presence of the Buddhas of the ten directions, confess the faults 
and sins of body, speech and mind that I have committed for countless kalpas, in my present lifetime and in 
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past lifetimes. I vow to wipe them out and not to commit them again. "636 During the night, they repeat this 
formula three times. 2) They commemorate the Buddhas of the ten directions and the three times, their 
activities ( carita ), their qualities ( guna) and those of their disciples. They praise them (, anumodante ) and 
exhort them ( samdddpayanti ). 3) They supplicate the Buddhas of the ten directions to turn the wheel of 
Dharma and invite them to remain in the world for countless kalpas to save all beings. By accomplishing 
this threefold practice, the bodhisattvas gain immense merit and approach buddhahood. This is why they 
must invite the Buddhas. 


28. N AN ADRSTIP ARY A V ASTH AN AKLE S APRAS AM AN AKU SAL A 

Sutra : They excelled in destroying various wrong views, entanglements and afflictions 
( nanadrstiparyavasthanaklesaprasamanakusalaih ). 

Sdstra : A. There are many kinds of wrong views ( drsti): 

1 ) Two types of drsti: the view of eternalism ( sdsvatadrsti ) and the view of nihilism ( ucchedadrsti ).°37 
Sasvatadrsti is an adherence of the mind ( cittaksdnti) which holds the five aggregates ( skandha ) to be 
eternal ( nitya ); ucchedadrsti is an adherence of the mind which holds the five aggregates to be perishable. 
Beings often fall into these two wrong views. The bodhisattvas who have suppressed them within 
themselves are also able to suppress them in others in order to establish them in the Middle Way 
(madhyama pratipad). 

2 ) Two types of drsti: the view of existence (, bhavadrsti ) and the view of non-existence (vibhavadrsti).63% 

3) Three types of drsti: adherence to all dharmas ( sarvadharmaksanti ), non-adherence to all dharmas 
( sarvadharmesv aksdntih), both adherence and non-adherence to all dharmas ( sarvadarmesu 
ksdntyaksdntih). 

4) Four types of drsti ;639 /) The world is eternal, the world is not eternal, the world is both eternal and 
non-eternal, the world is neither eternal nor non-eternal (sasvato lokah, asasvato lokah, sasvatas 
cdsdsvatas ca lokah, naivasasvatas nasasvatals ca lokah). ii ) The world and the self are finite, infinite, 
both finite and infinite, neither finite nor infinite (antavdn lokas cdtmd ca, anantavan lokah cdtmd ca, 
antavdms canantavams ca lokas cdtmd ca, naivantavan nanatavams ca lokas cdtmd ca). Hi) The Tathagata 
[or the saint free of desire] exists after death, does not exist after death, both exists and does not exist after 
death, neither exists nor does not exist after death (bhavati tathdgatah param marandn, na bhavati 


636 Fonnula of papadesana in Bhadracarlpranidhana, v. 8: yac ha krtam mayipdpa bhaveyyd .... tam pratidesayamTahu 
sarvam. "And the sins committed by me, under the impulse of attachment, hatred or delusion, of speech or of mind, I 
confess them all." See also a more developed formula in Bodhicaryavatara, I, p. 154; II, p. 240; III. p. 130; Kosa, V, p. 
17. IX, p. 265. 

632 This is antagrahadrsti: Anguttara, I, p. 154; II, p. 240; III, p. 130; Kosa, V, p. 17; IX, p. 265. 

6-^ Cf. Samyutta, III, p. 93; Majjhima, I, p. 65; Anguttara, I, p. 83; Kosa, IX, p. 265. 

639 Q ne f a ii s i n t 0 these drstis when one comes to a decision about the 'fourteen difficult questions'. 
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tathagatah param maranad, bhavati ca na bhavati ca tathagatah param maranan, naiva bhavati na na 
bhavati ca tathagatah param maranat). 

5) Five types of drsti'P 40 /) s atkdyadrsti (view related to the accumulation of perishable things, i.e., the 
five skandhas), ii ) antagrdhadrsti (view of believing in the extreme theories of eternalism or nihilism); in) 
mithyddrsti (wrong view which consists of denying that which really does exist), iv) drstipardmarsa 
(holding wrong views in high esteem), v) silavrataparamarsa (holding morality and disciplinary practices 
in exaggerated esteem). 

These various views increase in number up to 62 drstigata.^^ 

These views are brought about by various causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ), are discovered by various 
sciences ( jndnaparydya ), are understood by various teachers ( dcdiya ); they constitute all kinds of fetters 
(samyojana ) under various characteristics and cause diverse sufferings to beings. This is why they are 
called 'various views' ( ndnddrsti ). The meaning of the word drsti will be explained fully later. 

B. There are ten manifestly active defilements (paryavasthdna );642 /) anger (krodha), ii) hypocrisy 
(mraksa), Hi) lethargy ( stydna ), iv) languor ( middha ), v) regret (kaukrtya), vi) agitation (auddhatya), vii) 
shamelessness ( ahrikya ), viii) non-embarrassment ( anapatrdpya ), ix) avarice ( mdtsarya ), x) envy, ( Trshyd ). 
- Moreover, because they fetter the mind, all the afflictions are called manifestly active defilements 
( paryavasthdna ). 

C. The afflictions ( klesa ) are called klesa (in Chinese, fan nao) because they vex (fan ) and torment (nao) 
the mind. 

[110b] There are two types of klesa: inner attachment (adhyatmikasahga) and outer attachment 
(bdhyasahga). The klesas of inner attachment are the five drstis, doubt (vicikitsd), pride ( mdna ), etc.; the 
klesas of outer attachment are lust (rdga), hatred ( dvesa ), etc. Ignorance ( avidyd ) is both inner and outer. 

There are two other types of bonds ( bandhana): those that depend on craving ( trsndpatita ) and those that 
depend on wrong views ( drstipatita ). 

There are also three types of bandhana: those that depend on lust ( rdgaptita), those that depend on hatred 
( dvesapatita ) and those that depend on delusion (mohapatita)P^ They are called klesa. 

Some people list ten paryavasthanas; others, 500.644 yj^ ki e g as are called 'all the fetters ( samyojana ). 
There are nine samyojanas, seven anusayas and a total of 98 bandhanas.^^ 


640 Kosa, V, p. 15-18. 

641 These 62 drstigatas are described in the Brahmajalasutra; they have their root in satkdyadrsti. 

642 Kosa, V, p. 90. 

6 42 Kosa, p. 87). 

644 y[j e Vaibhasikas claim 10 paryasvasthanas (Kosa,V, p. 90, others, 500 (P'i ni mou king, T 1463, k. 8, p. 850, on 
Hobogirin, Bound, p. 124). 

645 There are 6 anusayas: raga, pratigha, mana, avidya, drsti, vimati (Kosa, V, p. 2). - They make 7 by dividing raga into 
two (Kosa, V, p. 3; DIgha, III, p. 254, 282; Anguttara, IV, p. 9; Samyutta, V, p. 60; Vibhanga, p. 383; Jnanaprasthana, T 
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According to the K'ia tchan yen tseu a p'i fan (Katyayanlputrabhidharma), these ten paiyavasthdnas and 
98 bandhanas make 108 klesas .^46 ] n the Tou tseu eid a p'i fan (Vatslputrlyabhidharma), the samyojanas 
are the same in number, but the paiyavasthdnas are 500. 

The bodhisattvas destroy all these passions in themselves by all kinds of means ( updya ), and they excel in 
destroying those of others as well. 

Thus, at the time of the Buddha, three brothers heard speak of three courtesans (vesya): Ngan lo p'o li 
(AmrapaEi) of Vaisali, Siu man na (Sumana) of Sravastl and Yeou po lo p'an na (Utpalavarna) of 
Rajagrha. Hearing everyone praise the incomparable beauty of these three women, the three brothers 
thought of them day and night and could not get them out of their minds. In dreams, they possessed them. 
Once awakened, they said to themselves: "These women did not come to us and we did not go to these 
women; nevertheless, pleasure was produced. Because of them we woke up. Are all dharmas like that?"647 
Then they went to the bodhisattva P'o t'o p'o lo (Bhadrapala) to ask him about this. Bhadrapala said to 
them: "All dharmas are indeed like that; they are all the result of mind." Then he skillfully ( updyena ) 
explained the emptiness ( sunyatd ) of dharmas to the three men, and all three became bodhisattvas without 
regression ( avaivartika ). The bodhisattvas use all kinds of tricks in this way to preach the Dharma to 
beings and suppress their wrong views ( drsti), manifst active defilements (paiyavasthdna ) and klesas. This 
is what the sutra explains by saying: ndnadrstiparyavasthanaklesaprasamanakusala. 


29. SAMADHISATASAHASRABHINIRHARAVIKRlDANAKUSALA 


Sutra: They excelled in producing and playing with a hundred thousand samadhis 
( samddhisatasahasrdbhinirhdravikrfdanakusalaih ). 


1543, k. 4, p. 784c). - They make 10 by dividing drsti into five (Kosa, V, p. 9). They make 98 by counting the 36 
anusayas in kamadhatu, 31 in rupadhatu and 31 in arupyadhatu (Prakaranapada, k. 3, p. 637c; Jnanaprasthana, T 1543, k. 
4, p. 784c; Kosha, V, p. 9). 

646 p or t[ lese 108 klesas, see Przyluski, Asoka, p. 323. 

647 Example of a story often used in Madhyamaka treatises. 

Pitriputrasamagamasutra, cited in Siksasamuccaya, p. 252: Tatra maharaja mayopamdmndriydni svapnopamd visaydh .... 
vighdtasya klamathasya bhdgTsyat. 

Bhavasamkrantisutra cited in Madh. avatara, p. 127 (tr. Lav., Museon, 1910, p. 319): "Similarly, O great king, a sleeping 
man dreams that he possesses a beautiful woman, and awakened from his sleep, he thinks of her with regret. What do you 
think, O great king? Is he a wise man who, having dreamed that he possessed the beautiful woman, thinks about her with 
regret after he has woken up from his sleep?" - "No, O Bhagavat. And why? Because, O Bhagavat, in the dream, the 
beautiful woman does not exist, is not experienced, still less so, the possession of the woman. Nevertheless, this man will 
be tired out and exhausted." Cf. the Chinese versions in Bhavasamkranti, ed. N.A. Sastrl, p. 10-11. 

The Vijnanava-ins also explain how, in the absence of any object, there can be accomplishment of function ( krtyakriya ), 
as in a dream: cf. Vimsika, p. 4: Svapnopaghatavat krtyakriya siddheti veditavyam .... sukravisargalaksanah 
svapnopaghdtah. " The accomplishment of function is maintained [in the absence of any real object] such as discharge in 
the course of a dream: thus, in a dream and without any sexual coupling, there is discharge characterized by emission of 
semen." 
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Sdstra: By the power of dhydna and mental discipline ( cittaniyama ), by the power of pure wisdom 
(visuddhaprajnd) and skillful means ( updya ), these bodhisattvas produce ( abhinirharanti) all kinds of 
samadhis. 

What is samadhi? It is the fixing on one point of a good mind ( kusalacittaikdgratd ), the immobility of the 
mind ( cittdcalatd ). 

There are three kinds of samadhis: i) samadhi with vitarka (investigation) and vicdra (analysis); ii) samadhi 
without vitcirka but with vicdra ; in) samadhi with neither vitarka nor vicar a. 

There are four other kinds of samadhi: i) samadhi connected with the world of desire ( kdmadhdtvavacara ); 
ii) samadhi connected with the world of form ( rupadhdtvacara ), Hi) samadhi connected with the formless 
world ( drupyadhdtvacara ); z'v) samadhi not connected with anything. 

Here it is a question of the bodhisattva samadhis that have already been mentioned. They are not as 
complete (paripurna) as those of the Buddhas. The bodhisattvas produce them ( abhinirharanti) by the 
practice and cultivation of effort ( prayatna ). 

Question. - Why do the bodhisattvas produce ( abhinirharanti ) and play with (vikndanti) these [110c] 
hundred thousand samadhis? 

Answer. - Beings are innumerable ( apramdna ) and the functioning of their minds ( cittapravrtti ) differs: 
some have sharp ( tiksna) faculties , others have weak ( mrdu ) faculties; the fetters ( samyojana ) are heavy 
among some, light among others. Therefore the bodhisattvas use the hundred thousand kinds of samadhis 
to cut through the disturbances of the passions [among beings]. Thus, those who wish to enrich the poor 
(daridra) must first gather all sorts of wealth ( vasu ) and provisions ( sambhdra ) to be able then to go and 
help the poor; those who wish to cure sick people ( vyddhita ) must first prepare all kinds of dings 
(bhasajya) to be able then to cure the sick. In the same way, the bodhisattvas who wish to save beings use 
hundreds of thousands of samadhis. 

Question. - Why are they not content with just producing ( abhinirhdra ) these samadhis, but they also play 
(vikrfdana) with them? 

The bodhisattvas who produce these samadhis amuse themselves by entering into (pravesa ) and emerging 
from ( vyutthdna) them; this mastery ( vasita ) of the samadhis is called play ( vikrfdana ). This play is not 
attachment to desire ( trsndbandhana)\ it is a mastery (vasita). Thus the lion ( simha) who appears as a 
fearless sovereign (isvara) among gazelles ( mrga) is called mrgarati (the one who plays with the gazelles). 
In the same way, these bodhisattvas who have mastery of these samadhis go in and out of them at will. 
[Other people do not have such mastery over the samadhis]: some enter into them at will but remain there 
and do not emerge easily; others remain there at will but do not enter and emerge freely; others enter and 
remain freely but do not emerge easily; finally, others remain and emerge at will, but do not enter freely. 
Because the bodhisattvas have the threefold power over these samadhis of entering, remaining there and 
emerging at will, the sutra says that they produce a hundred thousand samadhis and play with them. 


648 See references in Kosa, VIII, p. 183. 
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Sutra: These bodhisattvas were endowed with countless qualities of this type ( evamvidhais capramanair 
gunaih samanvagataih). 

Sdstra: As these bodhisattvas surround the Buddha, the person who would like to glorify their qualities 
(guna ), were he to do so for countless kotis of kalpas. would be unable to exhaust the subject. This is why 
they are endowed with innumerable qualities. 

THE 22 MAIN BODHISATTVAS 649 

Sutra: These were the bodhisattvas: 

1. P'o t'op'o lo or Chan cheou (Bhadrapala) 

2. La na kie lo or Pai tsi (Ratnakara) 

3. Tao che (Sarthavaha) 

4. Sing to (Subhagupta, according to the Pancavimsati; Guhagupta, according to the 
Satasahasrika) 

5. Na lo ta (Naradatta) 

6. Chouei t'ien (Varunadatta) 

7. Tchou t'ien (Indradatta) 

8. Tayi (Uttaramati) 

9. Yiyi (Visesanati) 

10. Tsengyi (Vardhamanamati) 

11. Pou hiu kien (Amoghadarsin) 

12. Chan tsin (Susamprasthita) 


649 These principal bodhisattvas constitute merely a stereotypical list and their number is not fixed at 22, even in the 
versions of the Pancavimsati. Moksala's list has 23 (T 221, k. 1, p. la-b); the Sanskrit text ed. by N. Dutt (p. 5) and 
Dharmaraksa's translation (T 222, k. 1, p. 147a-b) have 24; Hiuan tsang's translation (T 220, k. 401, p. lc) has 26. The 
Satasasrika, p. 6-7) has even more. On the other hand, the first 16 bodhisattvas on the list, all living in the world, make up 
the homogeneous group of sodasa satpurusah, which appears a number of times in the Greater Vehicle: Wou leang cheou 
king, T 360, K. 1, p. 265cl6; Visesacintabrahmapariprccha, T 585, k. 1, p. Ial4; T 586, k. 1, p. 33b9; T 587, k. 1, p. 
62bl2; Saddharmapundarlkasutra, p. 3, 1. 10. These are the 16 bodhisattvas of the exoteric tradition (Hien kiao), distinct 
from the 16 bodhisattvas of the esoteric tradition (Mi kiao). 
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13. Che cheng (Suvikrantavikramin) 

14. Tch'ang k'in (Nityodyukta) 

15. Pou cho tsing tsin (Aniksiptadhura) 

16. Je tsang (Suryagarbha) 

17. Pou k’iueyi (Anupamacintin) 

18. Kouan cheyin (Avalokitesvara) 

19. Wen chou che li or Miao to (Manjusri) 

20. Tchepao yin (Ratnamudrahasta) 

21. Tch'ang kiu cheou (Nityotksiptahasta) 

22 Mi Id or Ts'eu che (Maitreya) 

They were at the head of countless thousands of kotinayuta of bodhisattva-mahasattvas who were all still 
awaiting succession (ekajdtipratibaddha)^® and will still accede to Buddhahood (bhuyastvena 
kumarabhuta).^-’ 1 

[111a] Sastra : All these bodhisattvas accompanying the Buddha were at Rajagrha on the 
Grdhrakutap arvata. 

Question. - These bodhisattvas are very numerous; why does the sutra give the names of only twenty-two? 

Answer. - If it were to cite the countless kotinayuta of bodhisattvas by name, there would be no end to it; 
the person who wants to cite them all would not have enough letters (aksara ) at their disposal. 

Moreover, there are two categories among these bodhisattvas: the lay ( grhastha ) and the monastic 
( pravrajita ): 

1) These are the lay bodhisattvas, the first 16 on the list, beginning with Bhadrapala. 

- Bhadrapala, of the vaisya caste, is an old man from Wang cho (Rajagrha).652 

- Ratnakara, a young prince ( kumdra ), lives in Vaisall. 

- Subhagupta, a merchant's son ( sresthiputra ), lives in Tchan po (Campa). 

- Sarthavaha, of the vaisya caste, lives in Chop'o t'i (SravastI). 

- Naradatta, of the brahmin caste, lives in Mi t'i lo (Mithila). 


650 The Chinese expression pou tch'ou or 'still awaiting succession' imperfectly renders the Sanskrit ekajatipratibaddha 
(Tibetan, skye ba gcig thogspa), which means 'separated from Buddhahood by only one rebirth'. 

651 The Chinese expression chao tsouen wei rch'o 'who will accede to the noble place' imperfectly renders the Sanskrit 
bhuyastvena kumdranhuta (Tibetan phal cher g€on nurgyurpa) which means 'always prince' [i.e., associated with royal 
power]. This expression will occur again at k. 10, p. 128al6 where it again is translated as bhuyastvena kumdrabhutva. 

652 s ee Bhadrapalasutra, T 416, k. 1, p. 872a-b. 
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- Vamnadatta is an upasaka bodhisattva. 

2) There are the monastic ( pravrajita ) bodhisattvas, Maitreya, ManjusrT, etc. 

3) The bodhisattva Avalokitesvara, etc., all come from a buddha-field ( buddhaksetra ) in a foreign region 
( desantara ). 

By citing a few lay people ( grhasta ), the sutra includes all the lay bodhisattvas; it is the same for the 
monastic bodhisattvas and the foreign ( desantarin ) bodhisattvas. 

Question. - What are the special ( visesa ) qualities of the bodhisattva Bhadrapala who is at the top of the 
list? - If the greatest ones were to be put first, you would have to cite first of all the bodhisattvas Pien ki 
(Vairocana), Kouan che yin (Avalokitesvara), To ta che (Mahasthamaprapta), etc. If the least were to be 
placed on top, you would have to cite first the bodhisattvas of fleshly body ( mdmsakdyabodhisattva ) and 
those who were about to produce the mind of enlightenment (prathamacittottpddikabodhisattva) for the 
first time. 

Answer. - If the bodhisattva Bhadrapala is placed first, it is not because he is the greatest or the least, but 
because he is an old man from Rajagrha, the greatest of the lay bodhisattvas ( avaddtavasanabodhisattva ), 
and because the Buddha went specifically to Rajagrha to preach the Prajnaparamita. 

Furthermore, the bodhisattva Bhadrapala has immense qualities ( guna ) of every kind and, in the Pan 
tcheou san mei (Pratyutpannasamadhi)653 the Buddha praised his qualities. 

Question. - If the bodhisattva Maitreya can be said to be 'awaiting succession' ( ekajdtipratibaddha ),^54 
why are the other bodhisattvas also called 'waiting for succession to Buddhahood'? 

Answer. - Divided up among the [various] buddha-fields ( buddhaksetra ) of the ten directions, these 
bodhisattvas are all awaiting succession ( ekajdtipratibaddha ). 


653 xhis is the Bhadrapalasutra known by a Tibetan translation entitled Da Itar hyi sans rgyas mrion sum du b€ugs pain 
tin tie hdzin = Pratyutpannabuddhasammukhavasthitasamadhi, Mdo X, 1 (Csoma-Feer, p. 250; OKC, no. 281, p. 299) and 
four Chinese translations due respectively to Jnanagupta (t 416), Tche tch'an (T 417 and T 418) and an anonymous 
translator (T 419). 

654 j n the Lesser Vehicle, it is claimed that the bodhisattva Maitreya, presently in Tusita heaven, will immediately 
succeed Buddha Sakyamuni in the course of a kalpa when the human lifespan will be 80,000 years (cf. DIgha, III, p. 75; 
Tch'ang a han, T 1, k. 6, p. 41c; Tchong a han, T 46, k. 13, p. 511a). Maitreya therefore merits the adjective pou tch’ou 
'awaiting succession'. But how would these innumerable other bodhisattvas also be awaiting succession? 

The objection does not stop the Mahayana scholars who claim that at the same time there can be several Buddhas, 
provided that they are in different trichiliocosms. 
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CHAPTER XIV: EMISSION OF RAYS 


ACT I 

Sutra: Then, having himself arranged the lion-seat, the Bhagavat sat down cross-legged;^^^ holding his 
body upright and fixing his attention, he entered into the samadhi called King of Samadhis, in which all the 
concentrations are included (Atha klmlu bhagavdn svayam eva simhasanam prajnapya nyasidat 
paryahkam baddhvd rjukayam pranidhdydbhimukhun smrtim upasthdpya samddhirdjam ndma samddhim 
samdpadyate smayatra sarvasamddhayo 'ntargatah ). 

Sdstra: Question. - The Buddha has a servant ( upasthdyaka ) and numerous bodhisattvas; why does he 
arrange the lion-seat ( simhdsana ) himself? 

Answer. - This seat was created ( nirmita ) by the Buddha himself in accordance with the great assembly; 
this is why Ananda [the Buddha's servant] could not arrange it. Besides, it is the Buddha's mind ( citta ) that 
creates this seat; this is why it is said that he arranges it himself. 

Question. - What is this simhdsana ? Did the Buddha create a lion? Is a real lion [111b] present, or did he 
make a lion out of gold, silver, wood or stone? Besides, since the lion is not a nice animal, the Buddha does 
not need it and, since there is no need for it, the lion should not be there. 

Answer. - The lion in question is not a real lion but, since the Buddha is a lion among men (purus as imho), 
the seat where he sits down, whether it be on a bed ( dsana ) or on the ground ( bhumi ), is called the 'lion’s 
seat'. In the same way, even today the seat where the king is enthroned is called a lion’s seat, the chief who 
commands warriors is called a lion-man ( purusasimha ) and people call the king of the land purusasimha. 
Just as a lion among animals is strong, fearless and can conquer all ( abhibhavati ), so the Buddha triumphs 
over all ninety-six heretical systems^^ and is called purusasimha. 

Question. - Sitting postures are numerous; why does the Buddha take just the cross-legged posture 
( paryalkabandha )? 


655 Th e Buddha should be visualized as seated in padmdsana, 'a position in which the legs are tightly folded with the 
soles of the feet turned upwards'. This lotus posture had always been utilized by the yogins of India and is still used by 
the sadhus (Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, II, p. 325). Also, as the Buddha is in samadhi, he exhibits the meditation 
mudra in which the two hands are superimposed one on the other in the lap. Buddhist sculptures often show the Buddha 
in this posture. 

Although according to the Mpps the lion-seat should be understood in a symbolic sense as the seat of the lion-man 
(purusasimha ), the Buddha is sometimes represented seated on a simhdsana, 'a throne supported by lions'. Among other 
examples, see: a Buddha from Gandhara, in A. von Le Coq, Von, Land u. Leuten in Ost-Turkestan , Leipzig, 1928, pi. 44; 
bodhisattva-buddha at Mathura in Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique , II, p. 670, fig. 550; Vogel, Sculpture de Mathura, pi. 
XXVIa. As Le Coq notes, o.c. p. 166-167, the lion-seat is still used among the Muslim Persians. For further details, see J. 
Auboyer, Un aspect de la souverainete dans llnde d'apres I'iconographie des trones, RAA, XI, 1937, p. 88-101. 

656 M ac | e U p 0 f the systems of the six heretical teachers plus the fifteen schools founded by each of them. Bukkyo 
daijiten, p. 296a-b. 
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Answer. - 1) Among sitting postures, the cross-legged position is the calmest ( ksema ) and the least tiring; 
this is the posture of those in dhyana for, by holding the hands and feet in this way, the mind does not 
wander. 

2) Furthermore, among the four bodily positions ( kdyeiydpatha ), it is the most calming (ksema): it is the 
posture of ecstasy, the usual position for finding the Path ( mdrgaldbha ). When king Mara sees it, he is sad 
and frightened. Sitting in this way is customary for the monastic ( pravrajita ): he actually sits cross-legged 
under a tree in the forest; the crowds who see him feel joyful and know that this monastic will certainly 
attain the path. Some stanzas say: 

When one sits cross-legged 

The body is at peace, one enters into samadhi. 

Powerful people regard you with respect 

Like the sun that lights up the continent. 

Slothfulness and mental disturbances are driven away, 

The body is light and does not know fatigue. 

The intellect also is alert; 

This peaceful posture is like the coiling up of a snake. 

If merely a painting of crossed legs 
Causes king Mara to feel sad and afraid, 

How much more so if it is a person entered onto the Path 
Sitting peacefully and motionlessly. 

This is why one sits with crossed legs. 

3) Furthermore, the Buddha told his disciples that they should sit this way.65? There are some heretics 
who search for the path by always standing on one foot, or by always remaining standing, or by placing 
their feet on their shoulders; such tortures plunge the mind into a sea of bewilderment; these postures are 
not calming. 65 8 This is why the Buddha recommends that his disciples sit with crossed legs holding the 
body upright (rjukayam pranidhdya). 

Why? When one keeps the body straight, it is easy to control the mind; in those whose body is straight, the 
mind is not idle. With right mind, the ascetic fixes his attention (abhimukhfm smrtim upasthdpayati)\ when 
the mind wanders, he seizes it and brings it back. In order to enter into samadhi, he keeps his mind free of 
any distraction. It is by fixing his attention thus that [the Buddha] entered into the Samadhirajasamadhi. 


657 p or exam pi e! ; n ti le Satipatthanasutta (Majjhima, I, p. 56): Kathan ca bhikkhave bhikkhu kaye kayanupassT viharati 
.... parimukham satim upatthapetvd. 

658 These postures have been condemned by the Buddha in DIgha, I, p. 167. 
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What is the Samadhirajasamadhi? This samadhi is foremost among all the samadhis; [111c] it takes 
innumerable samadhis at will as object ( dlambate ). Just as the king ( rdjan ) is foremost of all men, just as 
the cakravartin king is foremost among kings, just as the Buddha is foremost among all the beings of earth 
and heaven, so this samadhi is foremost of all samadhis. 

Question. - By virtue of the power of the Buddha, all the samadhis [practiced by him] are necessarily 
foremost. Why do you call only the Samadhiraja foremost? 

Answer. - Although all the samadhis practiced by the Buddha are necessarily foremost by virtue of his 
miraculous power (. rddhibala ), nevertheless there are differences ( visesa ) among them; they do not all have 
the same value. 

Question. - In what absorption ( samdpatti ) is the Samadhirajasamadhi contained (, samgrhfta ), and what is 
its nature ( laksana )? 

Abswer. - a) Some claim that the Samadhirajasamadhi has mastery ( vasita , aisvarya) as its nature, that it is 
contained in the five good elements {pancakusalaskandhafc^ and that it resides in the fourth dhyana 
(caturtha dhyana). Why? 

It is in the fourth dhyana that all the Buddhas, travelling on the path of seeing the truths 
(satyadarsanamdrga), attain the fruit of A na han (anagamin), and that they attain Buddhahood in eighteen 
mind-moments.66® [t is in the fourth dhyana that the Buddhas abandon life and it is in the fourth dhyana 
that they enter into nirvana-without-residue ( nirupadhisesanirvdna ).661 The eight stages 
(bhavasthdna),662 the [eight] vimoksas and the [eight] abhibhvayatanas663 are contained in the fourth 


659 The f lve p Ure skandhas are sila, samadhi, prajha. vimukti and vimuktijhanadarsana (Drgha, III, p. 279; Samyutta, I, 
p. 99-100; Kosa, I, p. 48). 

660 xhc Buddha attained bodhi in dependence on the fourth dhyana: this detail is noted by all the stories of the 
enlightenment; see, among other sources, Majjhima, I, p. 247; Mahavastu, II, p. 283,1. 12; Lalitavistara, p. 344, 1. 3. - The 
P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 153, p. 780a-b; Kosa, II, p. 206, VI, p. 177, explain how the Bodhisattva comes to bodhi in one 
session ( ekdsanatah) in dependence on the fourth dhyana. This session consists of 34 mind-moments: 

i) The sixteen moments of the path of seeing ( darsanamdrga) or understanding of the truths ( abhisamaya ) make of the 
future Buddha an anagamin detached from all existence except for the bhavagra. These sixteen moments have been 
discussed above. 

ii) The eighteen moments (nine prahdnas or 'abandonments', nine vimuktis or 'deliverances') of the path of meditation 
(bhavanamdrga) or repeated study ( abhyasa ) of the truths destroy the passions ( klesa) relating to bhavagra in the future 
Buddha and assure him the quality of samyaksambuddha. 

661 This detail is noted in the stories of the Parinirvana: Catutthajjhanam samdpajji; catutthajjhand vutthahitbd 
samanantara Bhagavd parinibbayi: DIgha, II, p. 156; Samyutta, I, p. 158; Chinese translations of the 
Mahaparinirvanasutra: T 1, k. 4, p. 26c; T 6, k. 2, p. 188c; T 7, k. 2, p. 205a. 

662 There are three stages for each of the first three dhyanas, and eight stages for the fourth dhyana: anabhraka, 
punyaprasava, brhatphala and the five suddhavasikas - in all, seven places for rupadhatu. This is the opinion of the 
Bahirdesakas or Pascatyas, "Westerners", i.e., Sarvastivadins from Gandhara. See Kosa, III, p. 2-3 as a note, where other 
opinions are mentioned. 
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dhyana. The krtsnayatanas are abundant in the fourth dhyana. The fourth dhyana is free of disturbances 
(i aninjya ); it is not an obstacle ( dvrnoti ) to the dharmas of absorption. [On the contrary], in the desire realm 
( kamadhatu ), desire (kama) counteracts the mind of absorption ( samapatticitta ); in the first dhyana, 
investigation ( vitarka ) and analysis ( vicara ) stir up the mind; in the second dhyana, it is great joy (priti) 
that moves it; in the third dhyana, it is great pleasure ( sukha ) that moves it. But in the fourth dhyana, there 
is no disturbance. 664 

Moreover, the first dhyana is burned up by fire ( tejas ), the second is flooded by water ( dpas ), the third is 
blown away by wind ( vdyu ), but the fourth is free of these three torments ( bddhana );665 there is no 
inbreath or outbreath ( dsvdsa, prasvdsa );666 j s p Ure j n equanimity and its memory 
( upeksasmrtiparisuddha) 66? This is why the Samadhirajasamadhi should be in the fourth dhyana in the 
same way that a precious object has its place in a treasury. 

b ) Others say: Who can know the nature ( laksana ) of a samadhi of the Buddha? All the dharmas of the 
Buddha have a unique nature ( ekalaksana ), without mark ( animitta ), immense ( aprameya ), incalculable 
( asamkhyeya ), inconceivable ( acintya ). If the other samadhis [of the Buddha] are immense, incalculable 
and inconceivable, what then could be said of the Samadhirajasamadhi? The Buddha is the only one who 
knows it. If the basis of his miraculous power ( rddhipada ) and his morality (sTla) is inconceivable, what 
then could be said of the Samadhirajasamadhi? 

Moreover, all the samadhis are collected ( antargata ) in the Samadhirajasamadhi; this is why it is called 
'king of samadhis'. In the same way, all the rivers and all the streams of Jambudvlpa empty into the great 
ocean and all the people depend on their king. 

Question. - The Buddha is omniscient ( sarvajnd ) and knows everything. [112a] Why does he enter into the 
Samadhirajasamadhi and what will he know subsequently (prsiham)'! 

Answer. - 1) He wishes to show that his wisdom ( prajna ) is the result of causes and conditions 
(hetupratyayasamutpanna) and astound the six heretic teachers who claim: "Wisdom is always present in 
us; we always know."668 This is why it is said that the Buddha knows because he has entered into the 
Samadhirajasamadhi and, if he did not enter it, he would not know. 


663 ■pkg relationships between the dhyanas on the one hand and the vimoksas and abhibhvdyatanas on the other hand are 
very complicated: see Kosa, VIII, p. 204 seq. 

664 s ee Majjhima, I, p. 454; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 50, p. 743b; Kosa, IV, p. 107; VII, p. 161; Kosavyakhya, p. 677: 
prathamam dhyanam vitarkavicarabhyam kampyate, dvitTyam pritya, trtiyam sukhena; naivam ebhis caturtham 
kampyate. 

665 Kosa, III, p. 215 

666 [ n kamadhatu and the first three dhyanas, there is inbreath and outbreath ( andpdna ) (Kosa, VI, p. 153), but in the 
fourth dhyana, these two breaths along with the other six apaksala are eliminated (Kosa, VIII, p. 161). 

66 ? Upeksaparisuddhi is one of the four members of the fourth dhyana (Kosa, VIII, p. 148). 

668 § ee ^ f or example, the pretentions to omniscience of Purana Kassapa, in Aiiguttara, IV, p. 428: Purano Kassapo 
sabbannu scibbadassavi.... nanadassanam paccupattitan ti. - We have already seen the conceited attitude of Saccaka 
Niganthlputta. 
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Question. - If that were so, the power of the Buddha would be very reduced! 

Answer. - No, because he never has any trouble entering into Samadhirajasamadhi, and it takes him but a 
moment to do so. It is not the same for the sravakas, the pratyekabuddhas and the lesser bodhisattvas^’^ 
who try in every way (updya) to enter samadhi. 

2) Moreover, when he has entered Samadhirajasamadhi, the Buddha, with his six super-knowledges 
(abhijna), penetrates the ten directions without obstacle or limit. 

3) Moreover, when he has entered Samadhirajasamadhi, he manifests his great miraculous power 
(rddhibala ) by means of all kinds of metamorphoses ( nirmana ). If he manifested his great miraculous 
power without entering into Samadhirajasamadhi, some people might think that the Buddha was using the 
powers of magic ( mdyabala ) or of spells ( mantrabala ), or that he is a very powerful naga, or that he is a 
god and not a human. Why? When a single body emits countless bodies and when all sorts of rays ( rasmi ) 
are created ( nirmita ), we might [easily] think that this is not the doing of a human. It is to prevent such an 
error that the Buddha enters into Samadhirajasamadhi. 

4) Moreover, if the Buddha entered some samadhi other [than the Samadhiraja], the devas, sravakas and 
pratyekabuddhas would be able to probe it: they would say that the miraculous power of the Buddha is 
great but nevertheless knowable, and their veneration (gurukdra ) would be small. It is because the Buddha 
enters into Samadhirajasamadhi that no arya nor even a tenth-bhumi (dasabhumi) bodhisattva is capable of 
sounding it out. [Actually, when the Buddha is deep in this Samadhiraja], no one knows what the support 
(i asraya ) or what the object ( alambana ) of the Buddha's mind is. This is why the Buddha enters into the 
Samadhirajasamadhi. 

5) Moreover, there are occasions ( samaya) when the Buddha emits great rays (rasmi) and manifests his 
great miraculous power (rddhibala)'. when he attains bodhi, when he turns the wheel of Dharma 
(dharmacakra), when a great assembly of devas and aryas gathers, when he astounds the heretics 
(tfrthika)p7® He emits great rays on all these occasions. Indeed, it is in order to manifest his superiority 
(visesa) that he emits great rays, so that all the beings of the ten directions, human and divine, so that all 
the arhats, pratyekabuddhas and bodhisattvas might know him by sight. This is why he enters into the 
Samadhirajasamadhi. 

6) Finally, rays (rasmi) and miraculous power (rddhibala) may be lesser (avara), medium (madhya) or 
superior (agra): i) spells (mantra) and magic (mayo) can produce luminous effects (rasminirmdna) that 
are lesser; ii) devas, nagas and asuras, by virtue of retribution (vipaka) for their actions, have rays and 


669 I.e., the bodhisattvas before their entry into the bhumis. 

670 Thg Lalitavistara never fails to mention the lights rays emitted by the Bodhisattva-Buddha on the great occasions: 
when he leaves Tusita heaven (p. 51), when he is bom (p. 80), when he goes to the bodhimanda (p. 278-279), when he 
gets ready to teach the Dhanna at Benares (p. 420). - Corresponding passages in Foucaux' translation, p. 51, 80, 240, 341. 
- The Pali scriptures are much more restrained on this subject. 

As for the blazing of the Buddha "When a great assembly of devas or aryas gathers and when he astounds the heretics", it 
is represented frequently on the bas-reliefs, even when the texts find it unnecessary to mention it: see Foucher, Art Greco- 
bouddhique, I, fig. 246 (Indra's visit); fig. 261 (dispute with the naked heretics). 
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miraculous power that are medium; iii) the one who has entered into samadhi by actual qualities ( guna ) and 
mental power ( cittabala ), is able to emit great rays and manifest great miraculous power that are superior. 
This is why the Buddha enters into the Samadhirajasamadhi. 

Question. - All the samadhis have their own nature ( svalaksana ); how can they all be included in this 
[Samadhirajasamadhi]? 

Answer. - 1) When one obtains the Samadhirajasamadhi, one obtains all the samadhis [by that very fact]. 
[112b] This is why 'they enter into if ( tardntargata ). By the power of the Samadhiraja, all the samadhis 
become immense ( aprameya ), incalculable ( asamkhyeya ) and inconceivable ( acintya ). This is why it is 
said that they are contained in it. 

2) Furthermore, by entering into the Samadhirajasamadhi, one enters into all the other samadhis if one 
wishes. 

3) Furthermore, when one has entered into the Samadhirajasamadhi, one can contemplate the nature of all 
the samadhis in the way one contemplates everything below from the top of a mountain. 

4) Finally, when the Buddha is in Samadhirajasamadhi, he is able to contemplate all the universes 
(lokadhatu ) of the ten directions and also all beings ( sattva). This is why he enters into the 
Samadhirajasamadhi. 




Sutra'. Then, having tranquilly come out of this samadhi and having contemplated the entire universe with 
his divine eye, the Bhagavat smiled with his whole body (Atha khalu bhdgavdn smrtiman samprajanams 
tasmdt samddher vyutthdya divyena caksusd sarvalokadhatum vyavalokya arvakdyat smitam akarot) 

Sdstra : Question. - Flaving entered into the Samadhirajasamadhi, why does the Buddha leave it 
immediately and contemplate the universe? 

Answer. - The Buddha enters Samadhirajasamadhi; he opens and examines the precious basket 
{ratnapitaka) of all the buddhadharmas. In this samadhi, he contemplates and says to himself: "The basket 
of my Dharma (, dharmapitaka ) is immense {aprameya), incalculable {asamkhyeya) and inconceivable 
{acintya)." Immediately afterwards, he comes out of samadhi and contemplates beings {sattva) with his 
divine eye {divyacaksus). He knows the misery of beings, he knows that the basket of the Dharma which 
comes from causes and conditions {hetuprayayasamutpanna) can also be attained by all beings but that the 
latter, plunged in the shadows of error (mohdndhakdra), do not ask for it and do not seek it. This is why he 
smiles with his whole body (s arvakdyat smitam karoti). 
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Question. - The Buddha possesses the buddha-eye (buddhacaksus). the wisdom-eye ( prajiiacaksus) and the 
Dharma-eye (dharmacaksus)',^ ' they are better than the divine eye ( divyacaksus). Why does he use the 
divine eye to contemplate the universe? 

Answer. - Because the visual range of the fleshly eye ( mamsacaksus ) is not great enough. The wisdom-eye 
( prajndcaksus ) knows the true nature ( satyalaksana ) of the dharmas; the Dharma-eye (, dharmacaksus ) sees 
a given person and discovers by what skillful means ( upadya ) and by what teaching (dharma) that person 
will fnd the Path; the buddha-eye ( buddhacaksus) is the direct insight ( pratyaksdvagama ) into all dharmas. 
Here it is the divine eye that considers the universe (, lokadhatu ) and beings ( sattva ) without encountering 
any obstacles ( andvaranam ). It is not the same for the other eyes. The wisdom-eye, the Dharma-eye and 
the buddha-eye, although superior [to the divine eye] are not meant to see beings. If one wishes to see 
beings, there are only two eyes one can use, the fleshly eye ( mamsacaksus ) and the divine eye 
(< divyacaksus ) but since the fleshly eye's range is insufficient and encounters obstacles, the Buddha uses the 
divine eye. 

Question. - But the divine eye occurs in the Buddhas; why is it called divine eye [and not buddha-eye]? 

Answer. - 7) Because it often occurs among the gods ( deva). The range of the divine eye is not obstructed 
by mountains (parvata ), walls ( kudya ) or forests ( vana ). The zealous person ( vTryavat ), disciplined 
( silavat ) and concentrated ( dhydyin ), obtains it by the power of practice ( abhisamskdrabala ); it is not an 
inborn gift ( upapattija ). This is why it is called divyacakasus. 

2) Furthermore, people are very respectful towards the gods and take them as teachers; and as the Buddha 
is in harmony with human conceptions, he calls this eye divyacaksus. 

3) Finally, there are three types of gods (deva): gods by metaphor (sammatideva), gods by birth 
(; upapattideva ), and pure gods ( visuddhideva ). The sammatideva are [112 c] kings (; raj an ) and princes 
(. kumdra ). The upapattideva are gods like Che (Indra), Fan (Brahma), etc. The visuddhideva are the 
Buddhas, pratyekabuddhas and arhats. The Buddha is the most venerable of the visuddhidevas; this is why 
it is not wrong to speak of the divyacaksus [concerning him here]. 

[The sutra says]: "With his divine eye he contemplates the entire universe." All the beings of this universe 
always seek happiness (sukha); their minds become attached ( abhinivisate ) to the atman, but in reality there 


671 Here the Mpps attributes five caksus or visual powers to the Buddha. It will refer to them again later at k. 33, p. 305. 
These are: 1 ) the fleshly eye ( mamsacaksus ). 2) the divine eye ( divyacaksus ), 3) the wisdom-eye {prajiiacaksus ), 4) the 
Dhanna-eye ( dharmacaksus ) and the buddha-eye ( buddhacaksus ). The same list occurs in Mahavastu, I, p. 158, and 
Dharmasamgraha, chap. LXVI. Lalitavistara, p. 3,1. 5; p. 413,1. 2, describes the Buddha as pancacaksuhsamanvagata. 
These caksus were already mentioned in the canonical scriptures, either separately (see Rhys Davids-Stede, s.v. cakkhu) 
or as a group. A list of the first three eyes is in Itivuttaka, p. 52, Kathavatthu, p. 251; a hill list of the five eyes in 
Cullaniddesa, p. 235 and Atthasalini, p. 306, but the fourth is designated by the expression sanatacakkhu instead of 
dhammacakkhu. 

The five eyes are also enumerated in a Sogdian text from the Pelliot mission, ed. by E. Benveniste in TSP, no. 10, p. 126- 
127. 
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is no atman. Beings always are afraid of suffering ( duhkha ) but they always suffer: they are like blind 
people ( andha) who lose their way and fall into the ditch while seeking the right path. 

After all these considerations, the Buddha "smiles with his whole body". 

Question. - One smiles with one's mouth ( mukha ) and sometimes with the eyes ( aksi ). Why does the sutra 
say that the Buddha smiles with his whole body ( sai'vakdydt )? 

Answer. - The Buddha who has obtained mastery ( aisvaiya, vasita ) over the universe can make his whole 
body like the mouth or the eyes. Besides, we call 'smiling' the dilatation of all the pores of the skin 
( sarvaromakupavivartana ): when we smile with pleasure, all the pores dilate. 

Question. - Why does the Buddha who is always so serious (guru) smile like this? 

Answer. - When the great earth ( mahdprthivi ) trembles ( kampate ), it is not without a reason or for a trivial 
reason; it is the same for the Buddha: he does not smile without rhyme or reason. He smiles with his whole 
body for a grave reason. What is this grave reason? 

1) The Buddha is about to preach the Prajnaparamita and innumerable beings ( asamkhyeyasattva ) will 
continue the Buddha's lineage ( buddhagotra ): that is the grave reason. 

2) Furthemore, the Buddha said: "From lifetime to lifetime, I was once a tiny insect ( krmi ), a wretched 
thing, but little by little I accumulated the roots of good (kusalamula) and 1 finally attained great wisdom 
(mahaprajna ). Today I am a Buddha: my miraculous power ( rddhibala ) is immense ( apramana ). All these 
beings could themselves do as I have done. Why are their efforts in vain and why do they fall into the 
lower destinies?" That is why the Buddha smiles. 

2) Furthermore, small cause ( hetu ), large effects (phala ); small condition ( pratyaya ), great results (vipaka)\ 
If those who seek Buddhahood have only to pronounce a single stanza ( gatha ) and burn only a single pinch 
of incence ( gandha ) to be assured of becoming Buddha, what will not be the success of those who, from 
having heard ( sruta) that dharmas are neither born (anutpanna) nor destroyed ( aniruddha ), will perform 
the actions that lead [to Buddhahood]? That is why the Buddha smiles. 

4) Furthermore, the Prajnaparamita is essentially pure (visuddha): like space ( dkdsa ), it can be neither 
given nor received. The Buddha, who wants to convert all beings, resorts to various skillful means ( updya ), 
such as rays (rasmi) and miraculous qualities (. rddhiprabhdva ), in order to soften their minds and cause 
them to have faith in the Prajnaparamita. That is why he smiles and emits rays. 

Finally, a smile has all kinds of causes ( hetupratyaya ): one smiles out of joy (muditd) or anger (dvesa) or 
timidity; one smiles at the sight of strange or ridiculous things; one smiles in the face of strange customs or 
extraordinary [113a] difficulties. Here it is a matter of an absolutely extraordinary difficulty. Dharmas are 
non-arisen ( anutpanna ), non-ceasing (aniruddha), absolutely empty (sunya), unpronounceable (anaksara), 
unnameable (anamaka), unspeakable (anabhildpya), inexpressible (, anirvdcya ); however, they must be 
given a name (naman) and letters (aksara) must be applied to them when one speaks of them to others in 
order to lead them to deliverance ( vimoksa ): this is an enormous difficulty. Let us suppose that there is a 
fireplace one hundred yojanas in length and that a man carrying dry grass (suskatrna) enters this fireplace 
and crosses it without burning a single blade; that would be an exploit. In the same way, it is very difficult 
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for the Buddha to take these dried grasses that are the 80,000 sayings of the Dharma 
( dharmanamasamketa and to enter with them into the true nature of the dharmas 
(< dharmasatyalaksana ) without letting them be burned by the fire of attachment ( sangatejas ) and to pass 
through this fire safely without stopping. That is why the Buddha smiles and it is a result of these 
difficulties of every kind that the Buddha smiles with his whole body. 


Sutra: Wheels with a thousand spokes [imprinted on] the soles of his feet shoot out six hundred 
prabhedakoti of rays (Tasyddhastdt pddatalayoh sahasrdrdbhydm satrasmiprabhedakotisatdni nisceruh) 

Sdstra: Question. - Why does he first emit light from his body? 

Answer. - We have already answered this question by talking about the causes for the smile, but we will 
repeat it here. 

1) By seeing the immense body of the Buddha emit great rays, some people are filled with pure faith 
( sraddhdvisuddhi ) and great veneration ( satkdra ): they know that he is not an ordinary man. 

2) Moreover, the Buddha wishes to manifest his wisdom. By means of the miracle of his rays, he first emits 
a bodily light and beings know that if his bodily light appears, the rays of his wisdom ( prajnarasmi ) will 
[soon] be emitted. 

3) Finally, all beings are attached ( sakta ) to sensory pleasure ( kdmasukha ) and the first of the five sensory 
objects is form ( rupa ). Seeing the marvelous light of the Buddha, their mind becomes attached to it; they 
renounce their earlier pleasures; their mind becomes detached little by little from sensory objects and then 
wisdom can be preached to them. 

Question. - Yet others, gods or men, are able to emit rays; how are they different from the Buddha who 
emits rays? 

Answer. - The rays that gods and men are able to emit are limited. The sun and the moon 
( suryacandramas) illuminate only the four continents ( caturdvfpaka ); but the rays emitted by the Buddha 
fill a trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu and, leaving this trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, they extend as far 
as the nadir ( adhastdd dis). The rays emitted by men make only men rejoice, but the rays emitted by the 
Buddha make all beings hear the Dharma and find salvation. That is the difference. 

Question. - The head is the noblest part of the body; why does the Buddha first emit rays from the soles of 
his feet (pddatala )? 

Answer. - The body owes its stability (pratisthdna ) to the feet. Moreover, if the head is noble in the body, 
the feet are lowly and, since the Buddha does not esteem his own rays and does not consider them very 
precious, he emits them from the lowly place. Finally, the nagas, mahoragas and asuras emit rays from their 
mouths and poison whatever is in front of them. If the Buddha emitted his rays from his mouth, beings 


This is a matter of the 80,000 or 84,000 dharmaskandhas. 
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would be frightened and fear to be exposed to them. This is why the Buddha emits rays from the soles of 
his feet. 

Question. - The six hundred prabhedakoti of rays that escape from the soles of his feet up to and including 
those that come from his cranial protuberance [113b] (usmsa) can be counted. If they cannot fill the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, how could they then fill the ten directions? 

Answer. - The rays from the body [of the Buddha] are a source of light (dlokamula) and the secondary 
currents coming from this source are innumerable ( apramdna ) and incalculable ( asamkhyeya ). Just as the 
K'ie lo k'ien lo insect (?), the body of which is minuscule ( paramanu ), grows in contact with the wind to 
the point of being able to devour everything, so the Buddha's rays, on contact with beings to be converted 
(vineyasattva), grow to be infinite. 


Sutra'. In the same way, beams of six hundred prabhedakoti of rays are emitted ( nisceruh ) from the ten toes 
of his feet (pdddhguli ), from his two ankles ( gulpha ), from his two thighs (jahghd ), from his two knees 
( jdnumandala ) from his two hips (kati), from his spine (prstha ), from his belly ( udara ), from his sides, 
from his navel ( ndbhi ), from the 'srivatsa' mark on his chest ( hridayasrfvatsa ), from his shoulders 
(amsa)673 ; from his arms (bdhu), from his hands (hasta), from his ten fingers (anguli), from his neck 
( grfvd ), from his mouth ( mukha ), from his forty teeth ( danta ), from his two nostrils ( ghrdna ), from his two 
eyes ( caksus ), from his two ears (srotra), from his urnd and from his usmsa .674 

Sdstra. - If the rays that shoot out from the soles of his feet can illuminate the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu and the universes of the ten directions, why do the other parts of his body 
also shoot out six hundred prabhedakoti of rays? 

Answer. - I have said above that the rays from the soles of his feet light up the direction of the nadir 
(adhastdd dis), but do not fill the other directions; this is why the Buddha also emits rays from [the other] 
parts of his body. Some say that the feet, the support ( pratisthana ) of the entire body, are the most 
important and, for this reason, the Buddha emits six hundred prabhedakoti of rays from the soles of his 
feet. By so doing, he shows beings that, of his thirty-two marks ( dvdtrimsallaksana ), the foremost consists 
of having his feet well-planted ( supratisthitapddatala ), but that the other parts of his body have also a 
miraculous power (. rddhibala ). 

Question. - On which samadhi, on which abhijna and on which dhyana does the Buddha depend ( dsrita ) to 
emit his rays? 


6^3 See, for example, the statue found near Kabul which is in the Calcutta museum showing the Buddha surrounded by 
flames coming from his shoulders (Foucher, Arl Greco-bouddhique , II, fig. 463, p. 331 and 369, note). 

674 £f Pancavimsati, p. 6, and Satasahasrika, p. 7-8. 
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Answer. - Among all the samadhis, he depends on the Samadhirajasamadhi; among the six abhijfids, he 
depends on the abhijna of miraculous power (. rddhyabhijna ); among the four dhydnas, he depends on the 
fourth dhydna. The fire of the fourth dhydna surpasses ordinary fire, and all who enter into it emit rays. 

Moreover, when he was born, when he attained bodhi and when he set in motion the wheel of Dharma 
(i dharmacakra ), the Buddha emitted immense rays that filled the ten directions. Why then would he not 
emit rays when he preaches the Mahaprajnaparamita? 

The jewels of a cakravartin king usually have a brilliance that illuminates the king and his army on all four 
sides to a distance of one yojana.^^lt j s the sa me for the Buddha: if he did not enter into samadhi, he 
would emit only his usual light ( prakrtiprabha ).676 what is that? It is the light of the Three Jewels: the 
Buddha, the Dharma and the Samgha. 


Sutra : From these rays ( rasmi) came a great light ( avabhdsa ) that illuminated (parisphotati ) the 
trisahasamahasashralokadhatu. From the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, it went to illuminate universes in 
the east ( purvasydm disi ) as numerous as the sands of the Ganges ( gangdnudfvdlukopamd lokadhdtavah). 
And it was the same in the south ( daksinasyam disi), in the west (pascimdydm disi) and in the north 
(uttarasyam disi), in the four intermediate directions ( vidiksu ), at the zenith ( uparisthdd disi) and at the 
nadir ( adlwstdd disi).67 7 And all the beings touched by this light were settled into supreme perfect 


675 Cf. Milinda, p. 118: cakkavattimani samantdyojanam obhdseti. 

676 Below, k. 8, p. 114c, the Buddha will exhibit this usual light (prakrtiprabha ) which is one ann-span in width and 
surpasses the light of a thousand suns. This will be Act III. 

677 Here it may be useful to give the Sanskrit, Pali, Tibetan and Chinese vocabularies for the ten directions. See the 
following sources: Pancavimsati, ed. N. Dutt, p. 6; Chinese translations: T 221, p. 1 b 12-13/ T 222, p. 147b25-26; T 223, 
p. 217b21; Satasasrika, p. 9; Sukhavatlvyuha st. 12; Saddharmapundarlka, p. 243; Mahavyutpatti, no. 8326-8337; 
Samyutta, III, p. 124. 

There are ten directions ( dis, disd, phyogs, fang) subdivided in the following way: 

a) The four directions proper: 

East (purva, purima or puratthima, sar. tong), 

South ( daksind. dakkhina, Iho, nan). 

West (pascimd, pacchima. nub. si). 

North ( uttara, uttara, byan, pei). 

b ) The four intermediate directions: vidis, vidisa or anudisa, phyogs-htsham, wei (120 and 8) or yu (170 and 9): 
North-east ( uttarapurvd. uttaraparima. byah-sar, tong-pei). 

South-west (purvadaksinci. purimadakkhina, sar-lho, rong-nan). 

South-east (daksinapascima. dakkhinapacchima, Iho-nub, si-nan). 

North-west (pascimottard, pacchimuttara. nub-byan, si-pei) 

c) The two directions above and below (in Pali, palidisa in DTgha, III, p. 176): nadir (adhah, adhastat or heshlthimd, adho 
or hetthima, hog. hia). 

Zenith ( urdhvam, uparis tat or uparisthd, uddham or uparimd. steh. chang). 
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enlightenment (ye ca sattvas tena malmta rasmyavabhasena sphuta avabhasitas te sarve niyata abhuvan 
anuttarayam samyaksambodhaii). 

[113 c] Question. - The nature of fire ( tejas ) is flame which rises upward (urdhvajvala), that of water 
(i dpas ) is moisture which tends to go downward (, adhahsnigdhatd ), that of wind ( vdyu ) is sinuous 
movement (tiryaggamana). Therefore the vapor ignited by the rays [of the Buddha] will necessarily go 
upwards. Why does the sutra say that that it illuminates everywhere (parisphotati ) the 
trisahasramahasasralokadhatu and the universes of the ten directions? 

Answer. - The rays are twofold: vapor of fire and vapor of water; such are the vapor of fire of the sun-stone 
(suryakdnta) and the vapor of water of the moon-stone (i candrakanta ).678 

Although the nature of fire ( tejolaksana ) is to blaze upward, the fire in the human body rises, descends and 
penetrates everywhere. It is the same for the solar fire and it is in this way that the waters of the earth dry 
up in the summer months. Thus we know that fire does not always rise upward. 

Furthermore, by the power of the Buddha, these rays penetrate the ten directions like an arrow (isu) shot by 
a bow ( dhanus ) goes straight to the target. 

Question. - Why do these rays first light up the east and only after that the south, the west and the north? 

Answer. - Since the sun rises in the east, the east is first; the Buddha, who is in harmony with people's 
ideas ( sattvacittdnuvartandt ), lights up the east first. Furthermore, we will always come up with the same 
difficulty: if he first illuminated the south, we would wonder why he did not first illuminate the east, the 
west and the north; if he illuminated first the west or the north, the difficulty would be the same. 

Question. - When do the rays disappear? 

Answer. - The Buddha uses his miraculous power (. rddhibala ); as long as he maintains it, the rays persist; 
when he lets it go, the rays disappear. The Buddha's rays are like a lamp (dfpa) and his miraculous power is 
like the oil (meda); as long as the Buddha does not abandon his miraculous power, the rays do not 
disappear. 


Sutra'. The rays shoot out across the region of the east and its universes as numerous as the sands of the 
Ganges and the same for the ten directions. 


6^8 Suryakdnta and candrakanta'. cf. Milinda, p. 118; Samdhinirmochana, p. 268. - The suryakanta, cold to the touch, 
emits fire when it is exposed to the sun's rays. Cf. Kalidasa in Shakuntala, II 7: samapradhanesu tapodhanesu gudham hi 
.... 'bhibhavad vamanti. "In ascetics among whom tranquility predominates, a burning energy is hidden; they are like the 
suryakdnta, cold to the touch, but which burst into flames when provoked by other fires." 

On the other hand, the candrakanta streams with water when exposed to the moon's rays. Cf. Bhavabhuti in 
Uttaramacarita, VI, p. 12: vikasati hi patahgasyodaye pundarikam .... candrakdntah "The lotus blossoms at sunrise, but 
the moon-stone streams with water when the star with cold rays appears." (tr. N. Stchoupak, p. 117). 


358 



Sdstra. - What is a trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu or trichiliomegachiliocosm? 

Answer. - The Buddha defined it ( vydkaroti ) in the Tsa a han (Samyuktagama):^^ 

"A thousand suns (suiya), a thousand moons ( candra ), a thousand JambudvTpas, a thousand 
[Avarajgodaniyas, a thousand Uttarakums, a thousand Puravidehas, a thousand Sumerus, a thousand 
Caturmaharajikas. a thousand Trayastrimsas, a thousand Yamas, a thousand Tusitas, a thousand 
Nirmanaratis, a thousand Paranirmitavasavartins, a thousand Bramalokas, a thousand Mahabrahmas: all 
that is called sdhasracudikalokadhdtu (chiliomicrocosm) or ctidika for short. 

A group of a thousand universes of the sahasracudika type is called dvisahasramadhyamalokadhdtu 
(dichiliomesocosm). 

A group of a thousand universes of the dvisahasramadhyama type is called 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu (trichiliomegachiliocosm)." 

Thus we have the sahasralokadhatu ( = 1,000), then the dvisahasramadhyama 

( = 1,000 x 1,000 or a million), finally the trisahasramahasahasra ( = 1,000 x 1,000,000 or a billion). 
Therefore a billion suns, moons, etc., up to a billion Mahabrahmas is a trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu. 
The creation ( vivartana ) and the destruction ( samvartana ) [of the universes within a group] takes place at 
the same time. 

Some say: The period of duration ( sthiti ) is a kalpa, the period of destruction ( samvarta ) is a kalpa, the 
period of creation ( vivarta ) is a kalpa: that is the trisahasramahasasahralokadhatu.680 The mahakalpa has 
three disappearances: by water ( dpas ), by fire ( tejas ) and by wind {vayu)P° * 

[114 a] The small kalpa also has three disappearances: by knife ( sastra ), by plague ( roga ) and by famine 
(durbhiksa).6%2 

The trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu rests on space ( dkdsa ). [On top of space, the circle of wind 
( vdyumandala )], on top of wind, [the circle] of water ( abmandala ); on top of the water, [the golden] earth 
(, kancanamayi bhumi)\ on the earth, people. Mount Sumeru has the abodes of two classes of gods, the 
Caturmaharajikas and the Trayastrimsas. The others, the abodes of the Yama gods, etc., are lands formed 


679 Tij e passage that follows is taken from three consecutive sutras of the Samyuktagama: Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 424-426), 
p. 11 lc-112a. There is no correspondent in the Pali Samyutta. 

The same passage also occurs in various places in the Chinese Agamas: in the Cosmography of the Tch'ang a han (T 1, k. 
18, p. 114b-c) and its three independent versions (T 23, k. 1, p. 177a; T 24, k. 1, p. 310b; T 26, k. 59, p. 799c. 

On the other hand, the Pali Nikayas contain only one text relating to the three chiliocosms: it occurs in Aiiguttara, V, p. 
59): Yavata Ananda candimasuriya pariharanti disd 'bhanti virocana .... loko ayam vuccat' Ananda tisahassi 
mahasahassilokadhatu. 

It is the Greater Vehicle that has specially developed the chiliocosms; see the references gathered by S. Beal, Catena, p. 
101 seq. See also Kosa, III, p. 170. 

680 Kosa, III, p. 181-182. 

681 ibid. p. 184,215. 

682 ibid., p. 207. 


359 



of the seven jewels (s aptaratnabhumi) and caused by their merits. 1 The wind arises in space and reaches 
the Mahabrahma gods and the levels formed of the seven jewels which all rest on the wind. 

It is the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu that the Buddha's rays illumine and when these rays die out, other 
rays arise which go to light up universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges. The same phenomenon is 
produced in the regions of the south, the west and the north, in the intermediate directions and in the 
regions of the zenith and the nadir. 

Question. - Why does not their brilliance disappear the farther out they go out? 

Answer: These rays have as their source {mula) the Buddha's miraculous power ( rddhibala ), and as long as 
they persist, they will not disappear. Just as in the sea of the nagas ( nagahrada ), the water does not dry up 
by the power of the serpents, so these rays illumine the ten directions without disappearing in the course of 
their route by the mental power of the Buddha. 

Question. - In Jambudvlpa there are many kinds of great rivers (mahdnddi); there are some that surpass 
even the Ganges. Why do you always use the expression 'as numerous as the sands of the Ganges' 
( gagananadivalukopama )? 

Answer. - 1 ) Because the Ganges is sandier than the other rivers. 

2) Furthermore, the Gangetic region is the birthplace of the Buddha and was the place where he moved 
about. Since his disciples knew it by sight, we use it as comparison. 

.?) Furthermore, the Buddha is a native of Jambudvlpa. In Jambudvlpa, four great rivers come from the 
northern (uttaranta) boundaries and empty into the oceans in the four directions of space 
(caturdisasamudra)P^ 

At the northern boundaries, in the Snowy Mountains (Himavat), there is lake A na p'o ta to (Anavatapta); 
in the lake there is a lotus golden in color and made of the seven jewels {suvarnavarndnisaptaratnamaydni 


683 ibid., p. 138-141. 

684 The f our g rea t rivers of Jambudvlpa have already been mentioned. The main sources are: Tch'ang a han T 1, k. 18, p. 
116c; separate versions of the Cosmography of the Dlrgha: T 23, k. 1, p. 279a; T 24, k. 1, p. 313a; T 25, k. 1, p. 368a; Sa 
po to sou li yu nai ye king, T 30, p. 812a; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 21, p. 658b-c, and k.34, p. 736b; Sin ti kouan king, T 
159, k. 4, p. 307b; P'i p’o cha, T 1545, k. 5, p.21c-22a; Kosha, III, p. 147; Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 1, p. 869b (tr. Watters, 
Travels, I, P. 32-34). - In his commentaries on the Nikayas, Buddhaghosa describes at length where these rivers take their 
source: lake Anotatta has four mouths: sihamukha, katthimukha, assamukha and usabhamukha, from which the four great 
rivers flow. Two of these rivers, those of the east and the south, go around the lake three times before continuing in their 
course. Buddhaghosa tells us that the Ganges changes its name five times in its course: avattaganga, kanhaganga, 
akasaganga, bahalagangd and ummaggagahga. All of this information has been gathered by Malalasekera, s.v. Anotatta 
(I, p. 96) and Gangd (I, p. 733). Iconographic study, J. Przyluski, Le symbolisme dupilier de Sarnath, ML, p. 481-498. (I, 
p. 733). 
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padmani), as large as a chariot wheel.685 [its master], Anavatapata, king of the nagas ( nagaraja ), is a great 
bodhisattva of the seventh bhumi.686 

At the four corners of the lake there are four [mouths] from which the water flows out: i) at the east, the 
Elephant's Mouth ( Siang t'eou = hastimukha); ii) at the south, the Ox's Mouth ( Nieou t'eou = 
vrisabhamukha); Hi) at the west, the Horse's Mouth ( Ma t'eou = asvamukha); iv) at the north, the Lion's 
Mouth (Che tseu t'eou = simhamukha). 

a) In the east, the Elephant's Mouth empties into the Heng (Ganga). Its bed consists of golden sand 
(suvardnavaluka). 

b) In the south, the Ox's Mouth empties into the Sin t'eou (Sindhu). Its bed also consists of golden sand. 

c) In the west, the Horse's Mouth empties into the P'o tch'a (Vaksu). Its bed also consists of golden sand. 

d) In the north, the Lion's Mouth empties into the Sseu t'o (Slta). Its bed also consists of golden sand.68? 

These four rivers all come from the mountain in the north. The Ganga comes from the mountain in the 
north and empties into the eastern ocean (purvasamudra ). - The Sindhu comes from the mountan in the 
north and empties into the southern ocean (daksinasamudra). - The Vaksu comes from the mountain in the 
north and empties into the western ocean ( pascimasamudra ). - The Slta comes from the mountain in the 
north and empties into the northern ocean (uttarasamudra). 

The Ganges is the most important of these four rivers; people come there from the four directions of space 
and consider it to be a sacred river, the sins ( dpatti ), stains (mala) and faults (papa) of those who bathe 
there are completely removed.688 Since all people venerate and know this river, the sands of the Ganges 
are taken as comparison. 

4) Finally, the other rivers change their name vying with one another, but the Ganges keeps its name from 
generation to generation; this is why the sands of the Ganges are taken for comparison and not the other 
rivers. 

[114 b] Question. - How many grains of sand are there in the Ganges? 


685 According to the Si yu ki, l.c., Anavatapta is located at the center of Jambudvlpa, south of the Perfumed Mountain 
(Gandhamadana) and north of the great Snowy Mountain (Himavcit). This is evidently a mythical lake which would be 
sought in vain on a map (Watters, I, p. 35); this however did not prevent the kings of Ceylon from trafficking in its waters 
(Mahavamsa, XI, v. 30). 

686 p or jFjg nagaraja, see Hobogirin, s.v. Anokudatsu, p. 33; in Si yu ki, he is a bodhisattva of the eighth bhumi. 

68? On the identification of the Sindhu, the Vaksu and the Slta with the Indus, the Oxus and the Tarim, see references of 
L. de La Vallee Poussin in Kosa, III, p. 147, 148 as note. 

688 of Hopkins, Epic Mythology, p. 6. Buddhism condemns this superstition (cf. Therlgatha, v. 236-251; tr. Rh. D„ 
Sisters, p. 117-119). 
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Answer. - No mathematician is capable of knowing the number;^ 1 ? jf j s known only by the Buddhas and 
dharmakaya bodhisattvas who are able to number the atoms ( paramdnu ) that arise and cease in the whole 
of JambudvTpa and therefore they can also know the number of grains of sand in the Ganges! 

Thus the Buddha was seated under a tree in a forest near the Jetavana. A brahmin approached him and 
asked: "How many leaves (pattra ) are there in this forest?" The Buddha immediately replied: "There are 
such-and-such a number." The brahmin wondered how to prove that. He went behind a tree, tore off a few 
leaves and went to hide them. He came back and asked the Buddha: "Exactly how many leaves are there in 
this forest?" The Buddha answered by subtracting from the original number the number of leaves he had 
torn off. The brahmin recognized [the precision of his calculation] and was filled with respect and faith; he 
asked the Buddha to accept him as a monk and later he became an arhat.690 

This proves that the Buddha is able to know the number of grains of sand in the Ganges. 

Question. - What is the number of those who became destined ( niyata ) to supreme complete enlightenment 
in contact with the Buddha's rays? If it is enough to be touched by the Buddha's rays to find the Path, why 
does the Buddha, who is so benevolent ( mahamaitri), not always emit his rays so that everyone will find 
the Path? Why should it be necessary to observe morality (sfla), samadhi and wisdom ( prajna ) in order to 
finally find the Path? 

Answer. - Beings find salvation by all sorts of different means. Some are saved by concentration 
(samadhi), others by morality (sila) and preaching (desanddhanna), still others because the Buddha's rays 
touched their body. It is like a city (nagara) with many gates (dvara); the entry-ways are different but the 
point of arrival is the same. Some people whom the Buddha's rays have touched find salvation; others who 
see the rays and whom the rays have touched do not find salvation. 


ACT II 

Sutra: Then the Bhagavat smiled once more with all the pores of his skin and emitted rays that lit up the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu and extended to universes of the ten directions as numerous as the sands 
of the Ganges. All the beings who were touched by their brilliance were destined to supreme complete 
anlightenment (Atha khalu Bhagavdn punar eva sarvaromakupebhyah smitam krtvd rasmm niscdrayati 
sma yair ayam trisahasramahasahasraro lokadhdtuh parisphuto'bhut. tais ca dasasiksu 


689 -phe Samyutta has already affirmed this (IV, p. 376): Tam him manhasi maharaja, atthi te koci ganako vd .... 
valukasatasahassanti vd ti. - No hetam ayye. 

690 I [Lamotte] know this episode in the Buddha's life only from a mixed Sanskrit stanza from the Lalitavistara, p. 166: 
Syamu rsi upagatupuri drumanitlaye .... tatha tava avitatha samagira racita 

"Once, having gone to the rsi Syama who lived under a tree, he said: 'I want you to count the number of leaves that this 
tree has', after having counted them and knowing how many there were, you told him the number in an even voice." (tr. 
Foucaux, p. 130). 

In the corresponding passage in the Chinese translation entitled Fang kouang ta tchouang yen king, T 187, k. 5, p. 
566bl0, the rsi is called Cho mo (37 and 8; 64 and 11), which gives Syamu in Sanskrit. 
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gahgdnadivalukopamah sarvalokadhatvah parisphuta abhuvan. ye ca sattvas taya prabhaya sprstas te 
sarve niyatd abhuvan anuttatayam samyaksambodhau). 

Sdstra: Above, the Buddha smiled with his whole body ( sarvakdydt ); why does he smile here with all the 
pores of his skin ( sarvaromakupebhyah )? 

Answer. - When he smiled with all his body, he was smiling with a coarse part ( sthulabhdga ); now when 
he smiles with all his pores, he is smiling with a subtle part ( suksmabhdga ). 

Moreover, when he smiled with his whole body, the rays could be counted; now when he smiles with all 
his pores, his rays are innumerable ( asamkhyeya ). 

Finally, those who had not been saved by the rays emitted from his body now obtain salvation by 
encountering the rays emitted from his pores. Thus, when a tree ( vrksa ) is shaken ( dhumoti ) to gather the 
fruit, the ripe fruit {paripakvaphala ) fall at once, but the tree must be shaken again to get the green fruit; 
the net (jdla) [114c] must be cast in order to take fish (matsya) and, if it is not full, it must be cast again 
until the fish are taken. 

As for the reasons for smiling, they are the same as above. 


ACT III 

Sutm\ Then by means of his usual light {prakrtiprabhd ) the Bhagavat illumined the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu; this brilliance extended to all the universes of the east as numerous as the 
sands of the Ganges, and it was the same in the ten directions. All the beings who were touched by this 
light were destined to supreme complete enlightenment {Atha khalu Bhagavdn praki-tiprabhayd 
trisdhasramahdsdhasram lokadhdtum avabhdsaydmdsa. ydvat purvasyam disi gahgdnadivdlukopamd 
lokadhdtavas taya prabhaya avablidsitd abhuvan. ydvat dasasu diksu gahgdnadivdlukopamd lokadhdtvas 
taya prabhaya avablidsitd abhuvan. ye ca sattvas taya prabhaya sprstas te sarve niyatd abhuvan 
anuttardydm samyaksambodhau). 

Sdstra: First the Buddha smiled with his entire body ( sarvakdydti ) then he emitted rays from the pores of 
his skin ( romakupebhyah ); why now does he exhibit his usual light {prakrtiprabhd ) to light up the ten 
directions? 

Answer. - Some people who have seen the different rays [shooting out from the body and the pores of the 
Buddha] believed that this was not the light of the Buddha. [Now] seeing the great development of the 
usual light of the Buddha, they are filled with joy ( muditd ) and, recognizing the true light of the Buddha, 
they finally reach anuttarasamyaksambodhi. 

Question. - What is the usual light {prakrtiprabhd ) of the Buddha? 
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Answer. - It is a light one armspan in width ( vydmaprabhd ) surrounding the body of the Buddha on all 
sides; the Bodhisattva possessed it since his birth and it is one of the thirty-two marks ( laksana ) called 
v ydmaprabhalaksana.69 1 

Question. - Why is the usual light of the Buddha one armspan in width ( vyama ) and not larger? 

Answer. - The usual light of the Buddha is immense ( apramdna ) and lights up the universes of the ten 
directions. The miraculous bodily light of the Buddha Shakyamuni is immense; it is the width of one 
armspan, a hundred armspans, a thousand prabhedakoti of armspans and fills up the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu and the ten directions. However, the Buddhas' custom is to manifest in the 
world of the five corruptions (pancakasayaloka ), where beings are of middling qualities ( guna ) and 
knowledge (jndna), a brilliance of only one armspan ( vydmaprabhd). If he showed a larger brilliance, the 
people today, of little merit ( alpapunya ) and weak faculties ( mrdvindriya ), would be unable to tolerate the 

691 A number of references to the thirty-two marks have been collected above. In the lists presumed to be the oldest, 
those of the Nikayas and the Agamas, the vydmaprabha mark is missing or is put among the eighty secondary marks 
(anuvyanjana ), but it does appear in the later lists: Tchong hiu mo ho ti king, 21st mark (T 191, k. 3, p. 940b); 
Pancavimsati: 15th mark (T 223, k. 24, p. 395c); Dasasahasrika (ed. Sten Konow, p. 110); Bodli. bhumi, 12th mark (p. 
375; Vibhasha, 15th mark, (T 1543, k. 177, p. 888b). The latter adds the following definition: "The mark which consists 
of having a usual light (prakrtiprabhd ) the width of one armspan (shin = vyama). Surrounding the body of the Buddha 
there is always a light, one armspan in width in all directions which shines constantly day and night." 

In the Avadanas, on almost every page, there is a completely stereotyped physical description of the Buddha where this 
characteristic is always mentioned: cf. Avadanasataka in 32 different places (e.g., p. 3, 18, 37, etc.); Divyavadana (e.g., p. 
45-47, 75, etc.): Atha N. Bhagavantam dadarsa dvdtrimsatd .... samantato bhadrakam. "Then N. saw the Bhagavat 
adorned with the thirty-two marks of the Great Man, his body resplendent with the eighty minor marks, having a light of 
one armspan surpassing the light of a thousand suns, like a moving mountain of jewels, excellent in every way." The 
austerities which Sakyamuni had undergone had dulled his thirty-two marks, but according to the Lalitavistara, p. 270, 
they reappeared along with the vydmaprabhatci when the future Buddha ate the milk gruel offered to him by Sujata. Some 
texts state that this light, one armspan in width, has a circular shape (cf. Divyavadana, p. 361: 
vyamaprabhcimandalamanditam Bhagavato rupam). 

A. Foucher, Art Greco-bouddique, II, p. 366-370, has studied representations of this usual light of the Buddha on Greco- 
Buddhist monuments. It is a flaming aureole surrounding the Buddha's body on all sides. "Naturally circular around a 
seated person, it has a tendency to become oval around a standing person." The author refers to the following monuments: 
a bas-relief in the Lahore Museum representing the great miracle at SravastI where, above and to the right of the Buddha, 
there is a bodhisattva dressed like a Buddha, seated and surrounded by a luminous halo (Art Greco-bouddhique, II, p. 331, 
fig. 459; Beginnings of Buddhist Art, p. XXVII); a statue in the Calcutta Museum showing the Buddha seated with a 
circular aureole into which are inserted episodes of the Buddha's life (ibid., II, p. 351, fig. 463); a bas-relief in the British 
Museum dedicated to the legend of DIpamkara, where the future Buddha to whom the prediction is about to be given is 
represented with a radiating aurole (ibid., I, p. 277, fig. 140); a coin from Kaniska representing a Buddha with nimbus and 
aureole (ibid., II, pi. V, 9).The aureole or halo which surrounds the entire body is to be distinguished from the nimbus 
(mukhamandala ) which surrounds only the head. Sometimes both are reprsented at the same time on the bas-relifs of 
Gandhara (ibid., I, p. 192, fig. 76; II, p. 205, fig. 405), and especially on the monumemts of central Asia; see A. von Le 
Coq, Bilderatlas zur Kunst Kulturgeschichte Mittel Asiens, Berlin, 1925, fig. 178); fig. 243 (mural painting in cave 103 at 
Touen-houang); fig. 245 (cave 111); fig. 246 (frieze at Qyzil); fig. 248-249 (statues of seated Buddha at Qyzil). 
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light. When a person sees a god, his eyes are blinded because the greater the [outer] light, the more the eye 
contracts. It is to people of keen faculties ( tiksnendriya ) and eminent merit ( gurupunya ) that the Buddha 
shows his immense brilliance ( apamdnaprabhd ). 

Besides, there are people who, seeing the usual light of the Buddha, rejoice ( pramodante ) and find 
salvation. 

[k. 8, 115 a] The king makes a gift of the leftovers from his usual table to his inferiors, and the latter 
receive them rejoicing greatly. The Buddha does the same. Some people feel no joy in seeing the other 
many lights of the Buddha but, on contemplating his usual light, they are destined to 
anuttarasamyaksambodhi. 


ACT IV 

Sutra: Then the Bhagavat put out his broad tongue and covered the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu with it. 
Having lighted it up, he began to smile. From his tongue there shot out innumerable millions of 
prabhedakotis of rays; on each of these rays appeared lotuses of precious jewels with a thousand petals 
golden in color; on these lotuses sat magical Buddhas cross-legged preaching the six virtues; beings who 
heard them were established in supreme complete enlightenment (Atha khalu Blmgavdms tasydm veldydm 
jihvendriyam nirndmayamasa. yenemam trisdhasramahdsdhasram lokadhatum jihvendriyendcchdddmasa. 
tain sphuritvd smitam akarot. tasmdj jihvendriyddanekani rasmiprabhedakotishatasahasrdni nisceruh 
sasmimukhe caikaikasmin ratnamayani suvarnanirbhdsani sahasrapattrdni padmdny utpanndny abhuvan. 
tesu padmesu nirmanabuddhah paryankam baddhvd nisanna ablmvan sadparamitadharmadesanam 
desyantdh. ye ca sattvds tdm dharmadesanam srnvanti te niyatd bhavanty anuttaram 

samyaksambodhau)692 

Sdstra: Question. - The Buddha Bhagavat is venerable ( bhadanta ) and respected ( gurukrta ). Why then 
does he put out his broad tongue ( prabhutajihvd ): one would say out of thoughtlessness? 

Answer. - Three times the Buddha shot out rays of light previously that illumined the beings of the ten 
directions and brought them to deliverance ( vimoksa ). Now, wishing to preach the Mahaprajnaparamita 
which is profound ( gambhira ), difficult to sound out (, durvigdhya ), difficult to understand ( duravabodha ) 
and difficult to believe ( durgrdhya ), he puts out his broad tongue as a test (sdksin ), for the words 
pronounced by such a big tongue are necessarily true.693 


692 Qf Pancavimsati, p. 7-8; Satasahasrika, p. 11-12. 

693 As we have seen above, the 27th mark, prabhutajihvata, goes along with the cryptorchidy of the Buddha. Its 
symbolism seems to have varied in the course of time: according to the Aloka, p. 919, it was a reward for gentleness of 
words (slaksncidivacandt prabhutajihvata)', in the Mpps and, as we shall see later, the DIvyavadana and the 
Miilasarvastivadin Vinaya, it is a proof of truth. 
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THE BUDDHA'S JOURNEY TO SALA 694 

Once, having spent the Rains Retreat ( varsa ) in the country of Chop'o t'i (SravastI), the Buddha started out 
to travel followed by Ananda and was about to enter a village of brahmins ( brdhmanagrdma ). Knowing 
that the miraculous power of the Buddha would convert his subjects, the king was very worried and 
agitated. "If he comes here today, would everyone still love me?" he said to himself. And so he issued the 
following edict: "Whoever gives food to the Buddha or listens to his words will be fined five hundred 
karsapanas." Hardly had the edict been issued than the Buddha arrived; preceding Ananda and holding his 
begging bowl, he entered the village to beg for his food. All the inhabitants had closed their doors and did 
not respond; the Buddha returned with his bowl empty (,dhautena pdtrena ).^ 9 ^ 


^ 94 In this story the Mpps combines two episodes of the Buddha's life: the first, taken from the Pindasutra, tells about the 
Buddha's trip to a village of brahmins and his return with an empty bowl; the second, taken from the 
Brahmanadarikavadana, telling about the offering of the brahmin lady, the disbelief of her husband and the final triumph 
of the Buddha. There are numerous versions of the sutra and the avadana in question. The way in which they are 
combined here allows us to grasp in a vivid way the literary processes used by the Buddhist compilers. 

References to the Pindasutra: 

1) Four different versions: i) Samyutta, I, p. 113-114 (tr. Rh. D., Kindred Sayings, I, p. 143-144: Geiger. I, p. 177-178; - 
it) Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 1095), k. 30, p. 288a; Hi) Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 41, p. 772a-c (tr. in Hobogirin, p. 159b, with 
some inaccuracies: thus P'o lo yuan means 'Garden of the brahmins' and not 'Garden of Benares'; the Buddha of the 
Bhadrakalpa called Kiu leou souen is Krakucchana and not Krosa); - iv) Dhammapadattha, III, p. 257-258 (tr. 
Burlingame, Legends, III, p. 72-73). 

2) Numerous allusions: Mpps, T 1509, k. 9, p. 121c; Milinda, p. 154 (tr. Rh. D., I, p. 219); - Legend of Asoka: 
Divyavadana, p. 350; A yu wang tchouan, T 2042, k. 5, p. 119b; A yu wang king, T 2043, k. 8, p. 159c (tr. Przyluski, 
Asoka, p. 357); - Ta tchouang yen louen king, T 201 (no. 54), k. 9, p. 308b (tr. Huber, Sutralamkara, p. 267); Ken pen 
chouo... yao che, T 1448, k. 18, p. 94c; - P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 76, p. 392a22. 

References to the Brahmanadarikavadana : This is the fourth avadana in the Divya, p. til-12. - It is also in the 
Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya; Ken pen chouo... yao che, T 1448, k. 8, p. 36a3-37a5. - A slightly different story in Kieou tsa 
p'i yu king, T 206 (no. 31), k. 1, p. 55c-516a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 393-395. 

695 j n ti le Sanskrit and Chinese sources, this brahmin village is called Sala; in the Pali sources, Pahcasdld 'the five sala 
trees'; it was a place in Magadha (Samyutta). The Buddha came there during the visitors' festival ( pahunakani ) during 
which the young boys and the young girls exchanged gifts. The villagers refused alms to the Buddha because they were 
possessed ( anvavittha) by Mara papimat. The Mpps is the only slightly more expanded source that passes over the action 
of Mara in silence. The other texts refer to a twofold conversation between Mara and the Buddha, but their story is 
somewhat incoherent. The Pali version of the Samyutta is evidently disordered and that of the Tsa a han is preferable. 
Here is how the order of events may be restored: When the Buddha was returning with an empty bowl, Mara went to find 
him and asked: "Has the monk received alms?" The Buddha replied: "It is you, O Evil One, who has prevented people 
from giving alms", and he added this stanza (Samyutta, I, p 114; Tsa a han, p. 288a): Apuhham pasavi Mciro .... na me 
pdpam vipaccati. "Mara has committed an evil deed, an offence against the Tathagata: do you think, O Evil One, that 
your sin will not bear friut for you?" 

Then Mara invited the Buddha to return to the village. The Dhammapadattha, III, p. 258, assumes that his intention was to 
ridicule ( hassakeh ) the Buddha, but the canonical sources are precise: Mara promises to force the inhabitants to give him 
alms: "Ahum karissdmi yathd Bhagavd pindam lacchati." What is the reason for this about-face? This is given by the 
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At that time, there was an old woman in a house^^^ [in place of lao ch jen, read lao niu jen as in the rest of 
the story], who had in her hands a chipped clay dish ( bhinnamrdbhajana ) full of foul broth (saktu) which 
she had come out onto her doorstep to throw away. She saw the Buddha who was going away with his 
empty bowl. Seeing the Buddha - with his major marks ( laksana ), his minor marks ( anuvyanjana ), his 
golden color ( suvarnavarna ), his urna, his usmsa and his aureole one armspan in breadth (vydmprabhd) - 
returning with an empty bowl and without food, the old woman thought: "A being as marvellous as this 
ought to eat the food of the gods. If he is embodied and begs with his bowl, it is surely out of loving¬ 
kindness ( maitri ) and compassion ( karund ) for all beings." Filled with pure faith ( sraddhdvisuddhi ), she 


Tseng yi a han. Mara hopes that the Buddha and his monks, overwhelmed by the gifts of the villagers, would become 
attached to these benefits and, no longer knowing how to deal with luxury, would always seek for more sensory 
pleasures. But the Buddha, reading the intentions of the Evil One, refused by the following stanza (Samyutta, I, p. 114; 
Tsa a han, p. 288a): Susukham vata jivdma yesharn no .... devd Abhassara yatha ti. "In perfect joy we live, we who 
possess nothing. Joy will be our food like the radiant gods." 

The A tu wang tchouan (p. 119b) has a slightly different stanza: "Those who rejoice without having an abundance have a 
calm, light, active body. If in regard to food and drink, one does not have desirous thoughts, one's mind does not cease to 
be joyous, like the Abhasvara gods" (tr. Przyluski). 

These stanzas are missing in the Tseng yi a han version (p. 772). The Buddha simply reproaches Mara for having 
prevented the villagers from giving him alms and recalls that a similar mishap had previously occurred in the Bhadrakalpa 
to the Buddha Krakucchanda who was depending on this city with his 40,000 disciples. Mara pledged the population to 
refuse to give them any alms. When his monks returned with their empty bowls, Krakucchanda asked them to spurn the 
four types of human food ( kavadikdra ahara, sparsa, manahsamcetana, vijnana : cf. Kosa, III, p. 119) and seek only the 
five kinds of superhuman food ( dhyana, pranidhana, smrti, vimoksa, priti). Mara then invited the monks to return to the 
village and, against their will, he overwhelmed them with alms. Krakucchanda then addressed a sermon to his monks: 
"Material benefits cause one to fall into the evil destinies and prevent one from attaining asamskrta (or nirvana).... The 
monks who are attached to gain do not realize the fivefold dharmakaya.... One must prevent the arising of the notion of 
profit..." Mara turned about and disappeared. 

696 By a device of compilation, the Mpps places the following story also in Sala, the city of the brahmins. - In the 
Divyavadana, p. 67. the scene tales place in Nyagrodhika, and the woman who makes the offering to the Buddha is the 
wife of one of the brahmins who came from Kapilavastu to Nyagrodhika ( Kapilavastuno brahmanasya dcirikci 
Nyagrodhikaydm nivista). - The story in the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya (T1448, k. 8, p. 36a) begins as follows: "Then the 
Bhagavat left Rajagrha and went to To ken chou ts'ouen ('the village of the tree of many roots', or Nyagrodhagrama). 
Wearing his robes and carrying his begging-bowl, the Buddha entered this village to beg for alms. At Kapilavastu there 

was a married woman, etc." - In the Kieou tsa p'i yu king (T 206, k. 1, p. 515c), the scene took place outside the city of 

Sravastl. 

The village of Nyagrodhika of which the Divya and the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya speak is probably the same as the 
Nigrodharama of the Pali sources. We must distinguish two Nigrodharamas, one near Rajagrha (DIgha, II, p. 116) the 
other near Kapilavastu (Vinaya, I. p. 82; Mahavastu, III, p. 101, etc.). In the latter was the tree at the foot of which the 
ascetic Kanha had practiced his austerities, a tree which bore fruit eternally by decree of the god Sakka. The Buddha, 
walking by this tree, began to smile and told the Kanhajataka (Jataka no. 440, IV, p. 6 seq.) to Ananda who asked him 
why he smiled. According to the Divya, p. 70, the village of Nyagrodhika took its name from a marvellous fig tree that 
could shelter five hundred chariots in its shade. 
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wanted to make an offering ipujd) to the Buddha; but not having what she would have liked to give, she 
said, quite confused, to the Buddha: "I would very much like to make offerings to you but I do not have the 
means. Here is some spoiled food. The Buddha can take what he needs." Knowing the purity ( visuddhi ) of 
her mind ( citta ), her faith ( sraddha ) and her veneration (arcana), the Buddha stretched out his hand and 
received in his bowl the food which was given to him.69? 

Then he began to smile and emitted rays of five colors that lighted up heaven [115b] and earth and 
returned to him through his urnd (woolly tuft between his eyebrows). Joining his palms together (anjalim 
pranamya) and bending his knee (jdnumandalam pratisthdpya), Ananda said to the Buddha: "Bhagavat, I 
would like to hear the reason why you smile."698 The Buddha said to Ananda: "Do you see this old 
woman who, out of a mind of faith (prasddacitta ), has given me some food?" Ananda replied that he saw 
her. The Buddha continued: "This old woman who has given food to the Buddha will receive the reward 
for her merit for fifteen kalpas among gods and humans and will not fall into the bad destinies ( durgati ). 
Later, she will receive a human male body, will leave home ( pravrajita ) and practice the Path. She will 
become a pratyekabuddha and will enter nirvana-without-residue (; nirupadhisesanirvana )."699 


697 ££ the s tory in the Divyavadana, p. 67: adraksit sd brahmanaddrika Bhagavantam dvatrimsata 
mahapurusalaksanaih .... prasadena Bhagavate saktubhiksam dattavati. 

698 Here the Mpps summarizes in two lines a long development about the smile and the prediction of the Buddha which 
occurs in stereotyped form many times in the Avadanasataka (to be precise, in 20 places, e.g., p. 4-6, 10-12, 19-21, etc.) 
and the Divyavadana (p. 67-69). Here are the main lines of this development: It is a custom that, at the moment when the 
Buddha Bhagavats show their smile, blue, yellow, red and white rays (mlapTtalohitdvaddtd arcisah) flash out of the 
Bhagavat's mouth, some of which go up and some of which go down. Those that go down penetrate into the hells 
(narcikci ); those that go up penetrate to the gods from the Caturmaharajikas up to the Akanistas who cry out: "anityam 
duhkham sunyam cmdtmcm" and chant two stanzas. Having travelled through the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, the rays 
return to the Bhagavat from behind (prsthatah prsthatah). According as to whether the Buddha wishes to show such-and- 
such a thing, the rays return to him by a different part of the body. If they disappear in the back (prstha ) of the Buddha, it 
is because he wants to reveal past actions ( atitam karma)', if they disappear into his front (purastat ), it is because he 
wishes to predict the future ( andgata ). The returning of the rays into the soles of his feet {pddatala ) of the Buddha 
predicts a birth in hell (narakopapatti); into his heel ( parsni ), a birth among the animals ( tiryagupapatti ); into the big toe 
( pdddngustha ), a birth among the pretas; into the knees ( /anu ), a birth among men ( manusyopapatti ); into the palm of the 
left hand ( vdma katatala), the royalty ( rdjya ) of a balacakravartin; into the palm of the right hand ( daksina karatala), the 
royalty of a cakravartin; into the navel, a birth among the gods (devopapatti); into the mouth ( asya ), the bodhi of the 
sravakas; into the urnd, the bodhi of the pratyekabuddhas; into the usmsa, the anuttarasamyaksambodhi of the Buddhas. 
Then in prose and verse, Ananda asks the Buddha the meaning of these rays and smile, and the Buddha answers by 
applying to a particular case the symbolism just described. 

699 Qf Divyavadana, p. 69-70: Bhagavan aha. drsta tavaisa Ananda brahmanaddrika .... ndma pratyekabuddho 
bhavisyati. The rays returning into the Buddha's uma already showed that this woman would attain the bodhi of the 
pratyekabuddhas. The Buddha further predicts that for the fifteen kalpas that separate her from this bodhi, she will escape 
the bad destinies and be reborn among gods and humans. In place of the 'fifteen kalpas', the Divya (p. 69) and the 
Miilasarvastivadin Vinaya (p. 36b) read 'thirteen kalpas'; I [Lamotte] think that the first reading is better: it is that of the 
Avadanasataka, I, p. 128, 133.. 
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There was, at that moment near the Buddha, a brahmin who spoke the following stanza: 

You are of the solar race, from a family of Ksatriyas, 

You are the crown prince of king Suddhodana, 

But you are a great liar about this food. 

How could [the gift] of such foul food have such a great reward?"^ 

Then the Buddha put out his broad tongue ( prabhutajihva ) and, covering his face with it up to his hair-line 
{sarvam multhamandalam avacchddayati ydvat kesapmyantam), he said to the brahmin: "You have read 
the texts ( sastra ): the person who has such a tongue, would he tell lies ( mrsdvdda )?" The brahmin replied: 
"The person whose tongue can cover his nose ( ghrana ) tells no lies; what can be said about the person 
whose tongue reaches his hairline? 1 fully believe that the Buddha does not lie, but I do not understand how 
such a small gift ( ddna ) can assure such a great reward ( vipdka 

Then the Buddha said to the brahmin: "Have you ever seen something extraordinary ( adbhuta ) and rare 
( durdrsa )?" The brahmin replied: "I have. Once I was travelling with some other brahmins and I saw a 
nyagrodha tree ( Ficus indicd) the shade ( chdya ) of which covered five hundred chariots ( sata ) without 
being completely used up. That was an extraordinary and rare thing." The Buddha then asked him: "What 
was the size of the seed of that tree ( kiyatpramdnam tasya vrksasya bijam )?" He answered: "It was a third 
as big as a mustard seed ( sarsapatrtfyabhdgamdtram )." The Buddha said: "Who would believe you when 
you say that such a big tree could come from such a small seed (kas te sraddhdsyati iyatpramdnasya 
byasyayam mahavrkso nirvrtta iti)l" The brahmin asnwered: "Nevertheless, that is so, Bhagavat; I saw it 
with my own eyes, it is not a lie." The Buddha said: "It is the same for me: I see that this old woman who 
has given alms to the Buddha with faith and pure mind will attain a great fruit of retribution 
(mahdvipdkaphala), just like a big tree comes from a tiny seed. Besides, the Tathagata is a field of merit 
( punyaksetra ) filled with marvels."702 

The brahmin's heart opened and his mind was liberated. Prostrating himself on the ground with all five 
limbs (pancamandalakena candanam krtvd ), he repented of his error and said to the Buddha: "It was 


From the Divya and the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, we know that the pratyekabuddha will have the name Supranihita, in 
Chinese Chan yuen. 

700 -phis stanza is missing in the other sources. 

701 Cf. Divya, p. 71: Tato Bhagavatd mukhdj jihvdm nirnamayya .... samprajmanan mrsdvadam bhdseta. no bho 
Gautama. 

But in the Divya and the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, the Buddha puts his tonguue out only after having convinced the 
brahmin by the parable of the fig-tree. 

702 Divya, p. 70-71: Bhagavan aha. kim manyase brdhmana, asti kascit tvayascaryadbhuto .... atha Bhagavan 
asminn utpanne gathdm bhasate. 

yatha ksetre ca bijena pratyaksas tvam iha dvija . 

evam maya brdhmana drstam etad alpam ca by am mahati ca sampad iti. 
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foolish of me not to believe the Buddha." The Buddha preached the Dharma in many ways to him and the 
brahmin obtained the first fruit of the Path [namely, srotaapattiphala]. 

Then raising his hand, he uttered a great shout and addressed the villagers thus: "The gates of immortality 
(amrtadvara) are open to all beings! Why do you not enter therein?" All the brahmins in the village paid 
the five hundred karsapanas and went with the king to the Buddha and paid homage to him. They all said: 
"When one can attain the taste of immortality ( amrtarasa ), who cares for five hundred karsapanas?" The 
inhabitants went in a crowd and the royal edict was abrogated. The king of the brahmins and his ministers 
(i amatya ) and subjects took refuge (saranam gatah ) in the Buddha and the Dharma. All the villagers 
attained [115 c] pure faith ( visuddhashraddha ).^3 

It is thus that the Buddha puts out his broad tongue ( prabhutajihvd ) to [convert] the unbelievers. 




Question. - In the case of the brahmin, the Buddha put out his tongue and covered his face with it. How is 
it that here his tongue and his rays extend as far as the trisahasramahasmahasra-lokadhatu? 

Answer. - When it was a matter of people of little faith, the Buddha's tongue [was limited] to covering his 
face up to his hair-line, but here it is a matter of the great interests of the Prajnaparamita, so his long tongue 
covers the entire trisahasramahasasralokadhatu. 

Question. - If it is already extraordinary that all the inhabitants of one village should be able to see the 
Buddha's tongue, is it not still more extraordinary that when he preaches the Prajnaparamita, all the great 
assemblies ( apramdnasamnipdta) of this region and others should also be able to see it? Besides, the range 
of the human eye does not go beyond a certain number of li and you assume here that it extends to an entire 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu! Since the eye does not see that far, that is difficult to believe. 

Answer. - The Buddha uses his miraculous power (. rddhibala ) skillfully ( upayena) so that all beings can 
see his tongue cover the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu. If the Buddha did not communicate his 
miraculous power to them, even [the bodhisattvas] of the ten bhumis would not know the Buddha's mind 
(i citta ), but if he does communicate his miraculous power, the animals ( tiiyagyoni ) themselves [know the 
mind of the Buddha. [It is thanks to this intervention] that, in one of the following chapters of the 
Prajnaparamita, all the people see the assembly of the Buddha A tch 'on (Aksobya) and contemplate it face 
to face. 704 And when the Buddha had spoken of the various splendors (, alamkaravyuha ) of the universe of 


703 This i as t paragraph is peculiar to the Mpps: it aims to show the linkage between the two episodes artificially 
connected here. 

704 jt i s because the Buddha communicates to them his miraculous power that the listeners to the Prajnaparamita have 
seen with their own eyes the assembly of the Buddha Aksobhya; but, continues the Astasahasrika, p. 465: "when the 
Bhagavat withdrew his miraculous power, the Bhagavat Aksobhya, tathagata, arhat and completely enlightened, was no 
longer visible" (pratisamhrte ca Bhagavatd tasmin .... samyaksambuddhah samdrsyate sma). 
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Buddha A mi t'o (Amitabha) and when Ananda had said to him: "I would like to see them", the Buddha 
caused the entire assembly to see the splendors of the universe of Buddha Won leang cheou 
(Amitayus).^5 It is the same for seeing the tongue of the Buddha. 

With his long tongue, the Buddha covers the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, then he begins to smile. The 
reasons for this smile are the same as above. 

Question. - Previously, the Buddha had emitted rays ( rasmi) from his tongue; why does he again emit rays 
from his tongue? 

Answer. - 7) Because he wants all beings to have solid faith ( sraddhd ). 

2) Moreover, the color of his tongue is like the pure light of coral {pravdda, vidruma). In order to produce 
all these characteristics, he sends out rays again. 

3) Finally, these rays change into precious lotuses with a thousand petals and golden in color 
( sahasrapattrani suvarnanirbhdsani ratnamaydni padmdni). These lotuses, the rays of which shine like the 
rising sun ( suryodaya ), come from his tongue. 

Question. - Why does the Buddha create precious lotuses of this kind by metamorphosis (nirmdna ) on 
these rays? 

Answer.- Because the Buddha wishes to sit on them. 

Question. - He could sit on a mat ( manca, katvd); why does he need these lotuses? 

Answer. - 7) The mat is the usual seat of worldly ( loka ) people and of lay people (avaddtavasand) [but not 
of the Buddha]. 

2) Furthermore, the lotuses are delicate ( slaksna ) and the Buddha wants to manifest his miraculous power 
( rddhibala ) by sitting on them without crushing them. 

2) He wishes also to adorn the seat of the holy Dharma ( saddharmamanda ). 

4) In general, lotuses are small and do not have the purity of perfume [116 a] ( gandhavisuddhi ) nor the size 
of those of the Buddha. The size of the lotus among people is no greater than a foot. On lake Man t'o k'i ni 
(Mandakini) and lake A na p'o ta to (Anavatapta),706 the lotuses are as large as a chariot wheel 
(rathacakra ). In heaven, the precious lotuses are even larger. The lotus on which the Buddha is seated 
cross-legged is a hundred thousand prabheda times larger. It forms a floral platform of marvelous perfume 
on which one can sit. 


- For the Buddha Aksobhya who already appears in the Prajna literature and the Saddharmapundarika before becoming 
one of the five dhyanibuddhas, especially venerated in the Shingon sect, see Hobogirin, Ashuku, p. 39-40. 

705 The Mpps is referring here to the Sukhavatlvyuha, v. 39 (tr. M. Muller, SBE, XLIX, 2, p. 49-61: Evam ukta ayusman 
Ananda Bhagavavtam etad avocat.... tarn ca bodhisattvaganam tarn ca bhiksusamgharn. 

706 Mandakini and Anavatapta are two of the seven large lakes of the Himalaya (Anguttara, IV, p. 101; Jataka, V, p. 415; 
Sumangala, I p. 164). Anavatapta has already been described; there is a detailed description of Mandakini in Sarattha, I, 

p. 281. 
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5) Finally, after the kalpa fire, everything is empty ( sunya ); then by the causal power of the merits of 
beings ( sattvapunyahetupratyayabala ), the winds ( vdyu ) come from all the directions and, interacting and 
mixing with one another, they are able to support the great waters ( mahdpah ). On these waters there is a 
man with a thousand heads, two thousand arms and two thousand legs called Wei mieou (Visnu). From his 
navel ( ndbhi ) comes a precious lotus, golden in color, with a thousand petals, the light and rays of which 
are like the combined light of a thousand suns. On this lotus there is seated cross-legged a man who, in 
turn, possesses an infinite light. Fie is called Fan t'ien wang (Brahmadevaraja) who mentally gives birth to 
eight sons who, in their turn, give rise to the heavens, the earth and people.707 Brahmadevaraja has 
eliminated all sexual desire ( raga ) and all hatred ( dvesa ) without residue; thus, when people cultivate 
(bhdvayanti ) the pure practice of the dhyanas (, dhyanasuddhacarya ) and abandon sexual desire (raga), they 
are said to follow brahmanic conduct (brahmacarya) . And the wheel of Dharma which the Buddha put 
into motion is sometimes called dharmacakra and sometimes brahmacakra .709 This Brahmadevaraja is 


707 Thi s i s the classical myth of the birth of Brahma, told in the Mahabharata (3.272.44; 12.207.13) and which gives to 
Visnu the name padmanabha, and to Brahma the epithets padma -ja, -jata. -bhava, -yoni, -sambhava, etc. Although the 
usual mount of Brahma is a swan, the Hindu iconography often shows him seated on a lotus. The Mpps is not the only 
Buddhist source that tells this Hindu myth; it is also found in another work, also translated by Kumarajlva, the Tsa p'i yu 
king, T 207 (no. 31), p. 529b (tr. Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 53-54). Ki tsang also records it in his Tchong kouan louen 
chou, T 1824, k. 1, p. 14c. 

708 The word brahmacarya is of brahmin origin and designates in a general way the rigorous observation of prescribed 
rules and, in a more specialized way, the [sexual] continence imposed on the novice during his studies at the foot of the 
master. Cf. the Manusmrti, II, v. 249: 

evam caratiyo brahmacaryam avuplutah/ 

sa gacchati uttamam sthanam na cehajayate punah// 

The word has pased into Buddhism with this twofold meaning. It designates the holy life, the religious life, notably in the 
form of the arhat: khina jdti vusitam brahmacariyam, etc. but also chastity. The latter meaning is evidenced in the Mpps, 
k. 8, p. 120c: "There are beings who follow the ten wholesome courses of action ( kusalakarmapatha ) but who have not 
yet destroyed lust. Thus the sutra here praises those who practice the conduct of king Brahma ( brahmacarya ) by cutting 
through their sexual desire. It is said that those who practice brahmacarya purely never smell bad (nirdmayagandha): the 
person who is addicted to lust has an ugly malodorous body; thus, to praise those who have cut through lust, it is said that 
they do not have a bad smell." Later the Mpps , k. 20,p. 211b, will return to this subject.: "The gods who have cut through 
sexual desire are Brahmas, a term applied to all the gods of the fonn realm ( rupadhdtu ); this is why the method of cutting 
through sexual desirre is called brahmacarya." 

709 p rom t[ le ear ii es t texts on, besides dharmacakra, the expression brahmacakra occurs: Majjhima, I, p. 69; Samyutta, 
II, p. 27; Anguttara, II, p. 9, 24; III, p. 417; V, p. 33; Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 348), k. 14, p.98al5; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 
19, p. 645b29. The Mpps, k. 25, p. 245b (tr. Hobogirin, Bon, p. 120), interprets it as follows: "The wheel of Brahma bears 
this name because it is pure ... or else because Brahma means vast ( brhant ); now the wheel of Dharma which the Buddha 
turned extends to the entire world; or again because the Buddha taught the four dwellings of Brahma (the four limitless 
ones) ( brahmavihdra ); or also because at the start, it was Brahma, king of the gods, who invited the Buddha to turn the 
wheel of Dharma; or also, in order to please those who venerate the god Brahma. - Sometimes the Buddha said 'wheel of 
Dharma', sometimes 'wheel of Brahma'. - What difference is there between these two terms? - They are synonyms. 
Nevertheless, according to some, the wheel of Brahma refers to the four limitless ones ( apramana ) and the wheel of 
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seated on a lotus; this is why the Buddha, who conforms to current usage ( samvrtyanuvartanat ), also sits 
crosslegged on a precious lotus to teach the six paramitas, and those who listen to this sermon necessarily 
reach anuttarasamyaksambodhi. 

Question. - The Buddha Sakyamuni creates innumerable thousands of prabhedakoti of Buddhas by 
emanation. How can they all preach the Dharma at the same time? It is said in the A p'i t'an (Abhidharma): 
"There cannot be two minds ( citta ) at the same time ( ekaksana ): when the apparitional ( nirmita ) Buddhas 
speak, the master who creates them ( nirmatr ) must be silent; when the creating master speaks, the 
apparitional creations must be silent."”^® How do these [apparitional Buddhas] preach the six paramitas all 
at the same time? 


Dharma to the four Truths (satya); or again, we say 'wheel of Brahma' because the Path is attained by means of the four 
limitless ones, and 'wheel of Dharma' insofar as it is attained by other dhannas; or again,'wheel of Brahma' is used in 
reference to the four dhyanas and 'wheel of Dhanna' in reference to the thirty-seven aids to enlightenment 
(bodhipaksikadharma ); or again, 'wheel of Brahma' is applied to the way of dhyana and samadhi, and ‘wheel of Dhanna' 
to that of wisdom ( prajna .)." 

The words brahmacatya and brahmacakra are not the only signs of brahmin influence on the Buddhist vocabulary. The 
Mpps could also add that, according to Jlvaka, "the Bhagavat is Brahma" (Kosavyakhya, p. 578: esa hi Bhagavan 
Brahmety etad udaharanam JTvakenoktam etat), and that the term brahmabhuta 'identified with Brahma' is applied 
sometimes to Buddha himself (Dlgha, III, p. 84; Majjhima, I, p. Ill; III, p. 193, 224; Samyutta, IV, p. 94: Aiiguttara, V, 
p. 226; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 34, p. 645b24), sometimes to the arhats (Samyutta, III, p. 83; Aiiguttara, II, p. 206). - 
According to Buddhaghosa, the word brahma is used here in the sense of excellent ( setthatthena ); but the explanations of 
the Bodli. bhumi, p. 385 are subtler: s vayam adhigamya paresdm apy artukampayd vistarena ....tasmad brcihmam cakram 
ity ucyate L 

710 Undoubtedly the Mpps is referring here to the theory of nirmita explained in the Karanaprajnapti, which is one of the 
seven books of the Abhidhanna: Che cho louen, T 1538, k. 6, p. 526a: "Why are beings created (nirmita) by the Nirmatr, 
i.e., the Buddha Bhagavat, of fine color, handsome, pleasant to see, their body adorned with the thirty-two marks of the 
Great Man, silent while the Buddha speaks and speak when the Buddha is silent; whereas the beings created by the 
sravakas, of fine color, handsome, head shaved, clothed in robes and having the marks of the sramana, speak when the the 
sravakas speak and are silent when the sravakas are silent? - The Buddha Bhagavat dwells always in samadhi and has 
mastery of mind ( cetovasitd ); he enters into samadhi and comes out quickly and with no difficulty; he never abandons the 
object ( dlambana) of his mind. This is not the case for the sravakas. On the contrary, the Bhagavat is omniscient 
(sarvajna ): he has obtained mastery of knowledge ( jhcina) and mind (citta), and he has reached the other shore 
(pdramgata). This is why the beings created by the Buddha... are silent when he speaks, speak when he is silent, whereas 
the beings created by the sravakas... speak when the sravakas speak and are silent when the sravakas are silent." 

This text shold be compared to a canonical stanza, the Pali version of which is in Dlgha, II, p. 212: 

Ekasmim bhdsamdnasmim sabbe bhasanti nimmitd/ 
ekasnim tunhim dsine sabbe tunht bhavanti te// 
and the Sanskrit version in Madh. vrtti, p. 331, and Divyavadana, p. 166: 

Ekasya bhdsamdnasya sarva bhasanti nirmitah/ 
ekasya tusmmbhutasya sarve tusmmbhavati te// 

"When one speaks (i.e., the creator), all the created beings speak; when one remains silent, all remain silent." 
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Answer. - What has been said there holds for the creations (nirmana) of the heretics ( tirthika ) and 
sravakas, but the immense power of concentration ( apramdnasamddhibala ) inherent in the creations of the 
Buddha is inconceivable ( acintya ). Thus, when the Buddha speaks, the innumerable thousands of 
prabhedhakoti of apparitional Buddhas speak at the same time as him. - Moreover, the apparitional 
creations of the tlrthikas and the sravakas are unable in their turn to create [other] apparitional creations, 
whereas those of the Buddha Bhagavat can create them in turn. - Moreover, after their death, the tlrthikas 
and sravakas cannot make the fictive beings [that they have created] last ( adhitisthanti )?' 1 whereas the 
Buddha, after his own parinirvana, can make the apparitional being [that he has created] persist as if it were 
no different from the Buddha himself. 7 12 . Finally, what the Abhidharma says, that there cannot be two 
minds at the same moment, holds true also for the Buddha. At the moment when the emanated being 
speaks, he is without thought; but when the Buddha thinks about his emanationed creations and wants them 
to speak, then they all begin to speak. 

Question. - The Buddha now wants to preach the Prajnaparamita; why does he have the emanated Buddha 
preach the six paramitas? 

[116 b] Answer. - The six paramitas and the Prajnaparamita are identical and not different. Without 
prajnaparamita, the [first] five paramitas would not be called 'paramita'. Without the prajnaparamita, the 
virtue of generosity ( ddnapdramitd ) would be classed among the perishable dharmas ( ksayadhanna ) of the 
world or would lead to the parinirvana of the arhats and pratyekabuddhas: it is when it is joined with 
prajnaparamita that it is called paramita and leads to Buddahood. This is why the prajnaparamita and the 
six paramitas are identical and not different. 

There are two kinds of prajnaparamita, that which is adorned ( alamkrta ) and that which is not adorned. It is 
like a person who takes coral (pravdda, vidruma ) and adorns their body with it, and a person who does not 
have coral and does not adorn themselves with it. Or also, when the king comes accompanied by his 
retinue ( parivdra ), we say: "The king is coming"; when he does not have a retinue, he is said to be 
"solitary". This is the way it is in universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges in the east and in the 
ten directions. 


This holds for all sravaka creations, but not for those of the Buddha for, says the Kosa, VII, p. 118, "the latter has perfect 
mastery of concentration: at will, the magical beings speak one after the other; they question and the Buddha responds; 
the Buddha questions and they respond." This is also the opinion of the Divyavadana, p. 166, if one applies the 
corrections proposed by L. de La Vallee Poussin in Kosa, VII, p. 118, n. 3: yam khalu sravako nirmitam abhinirmuleyadi 
prasnam prcchati. nirmito vyakaroti. 

I [Lamotte] am not sure that the Mpps has completely understood its sources: according to it, "when the Buddha speaks, 
the innumerable thousands of prabhedhakoti of apparitional Buddhas speak at the same time as him." 

711 For this special meaning of adhitisthati 'to make last or endure', see Kosa, VII, p. 119, n. 2. 

712 n is thus that, after their parinirvana, the Buddhas Prabhutaratna and Susanta left behind an apparitional Buddha, in a 
way their 'double', in order to convert beings. The sravakas are unable to prolong themselves thus after their death, but 
they can use a certain adhisthana: thus Kasyapa, the Buddha's disciple, caused his skeleton to last until the coming of 
Maitreya (Kosa, VII, p. 120). 
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Question. - If the Buddha has miraculous power (rddhibala) such that innumerable thousands of 
prabhedakoti of fictve Buddhas ( ninndnabuddha ) go in the ten directions to preach the six paramitas and 
save the entire world, all beings will find salvation and there would be nobody else [to save]! 

Answer. - Three obstacles (, dvarana ) [oppose universal salvation]: i) beings plunged in the three bad 
destinies ( durgati ) cannot understand [the teaching of the Buddhas]; ii) and Hi) gods and humans who are 
too young, too old or too sick, as well as the non-perceptive gods (, asamjnideva ) of the formless realm 
(i arupya ) cannot hear or understand [the teaching of the Buddhas]. 

Question.- Why cannot all those who hear and understand [this teaching] find the Path? 

Answer. - They do not all find the path. Why? Because of their fetters ( samyojana ) and the obstacles 
[consituted by] actions ( karmdvarana ). People whose fetters are heavy have a mind obsessed with fetters; 
this is why they do not all find the Path. 

Question. - Now that the Buddhas of the ten directions and the apparitional Buddhas whom they have 
delegated preach the six paramitas, why do we, who are free of the three obstacles {dvarana), not hear 
them? 

Answer. - Actually, beings are living in a bad age and enter into the three obstacles; they are living in an 
epoch after the Buddha. The retribution of evil actions {karmdvarana) consisting of the errors and sins of 
the world or the obstacle constituted by heavy fetters {stulasamyojandvarana) has plunged beings into an 
epoch after the Buddha, and many people are chained {dvrta) by heavy fetters; sometimes their desire 
{rdga) is small but their hatred ( dvesa ) is considerable; sometimes their hatred is small but their desire is 
considerable; sometimes their desire is small but their delusion {moha) is considerable; sometimes their 
delusion is small but their hatred is considerable. Thus there is mutual interchange in the order of 
importance [amongst the fetters]. As a result of the obstacle consisting of the fetters {samyojandvarana), 
people do not hear or do not understand the apparitional Buddhas who are preaching the Dharma and do 
not see the rays of the Buddha. How then would they find the Path? Thus, when the sun {surya) rises 
{udati), blind people {andhapurusa) who do not see it claim that the world has no sun or moon 
( suryacandramas ); is that the fault of the sun? [116c] When thunder and lightning {meghavidyut) shake the 
earth, deaf people {badhira) do not hear it; is that the fault of the sound ( sabda)? Actually, the Buddhas of 
the ten directions are always preaching the Dharma and always delegating the apparitional Buddhas to 
preach the six paramitas in universes of the ten directions, but those who are affected by the blindness or 
deafness of evil actions do not hear the sound of the Dharma. Therefore they are not all in a position to 
hear and to see. Although the Arya (here, the Buddha) has great loving-kindness {mahdmaitrfcitta), he 
cannot cause everyone to see and hear. But when peoples' sins {dpatti) are almost destroyed and their 
merits (punya) are on the rise, then they succeed in seeing the Buddha and hearing the Dharma. 


ACT V 

Sutra: Then the Bhagavat, on the same lion-seat, entered into the concentration called Lion's Play and, by 
the action of his [miraculous] superknowledge, shook the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu which trembled 
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in six different ways (Atha khalu Blwgavdms tasminn eva simhasane nisannah simhavikriditam ndma 
samddhim samdpede. tatharupam ca rddhyabhisamskaram abhisamskaroti sma yathdyam 
trisdhasramahdsdhasrolokadhdtuh sadvikaram akampatd). 

Sdstra: Question. - Why is this samadhi called Lion's Play ( simhavikndita )? 

Answer. - 1 ) Just as the lion ( simha ) who has taken a gazelle ( mrga ) plays with it as a master (aisvaiyena 
kridati ),713 so the Buddha, having entered this samadhi, can upset the world in every way and thus make it 
shake in six different ways. 

2) Moreover, [sometimes] the lion plays, and when he plays, all the animals are reassured; in the same way, 
when the Buddha enters this samadhi, he shakes the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu in such a way that 
beings in the three evil destinies ( durgati ) simultaneously attain cessation ( nirvrtti ) and all will reach 
salvation (yogaksema ). 

3) Finally, the Buddha is called the man-lion ( purusasimha ) and the samadhi of the Lion's Play is the 
samadhi of the Buddha's Play. When he enters this samadhi, he causes the great earth ( mahdprthivi) to 
shake in six different ways and all beings deep in the hells ( niraya ) and the two unfortunate destinies 
{durgati) all receive deliverance ( vimoksa ) and are reborn amongst the gods. Such is his 'Play'. 

Question. - Why does the Buddha enter this samadhi? 

Answer. - To shake the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, to take beings out of the three unfortunate 
destinies ( durgati ) and bring them to the threefold Path (margatraya). 

Moreover, by means of three kinds of samadhi, the Buddha has already shown his Buddha body but there 
are people whose faith ( sraddhdcitta ) is not profound ( gambhfra ). And so the Buddha [now] shakes the 
great earth so that these beings, knowing the immensity of the miraculous power (rddhibala) of the Buddha 
who shakes external objects, [may be filled] with pure faith ( sraddhdvisuddhi ) and joyful thoughts 
(cittamudita) and will all escape from suffering. 

Question. - But the arhats and devas also can shake the earth. Why speak only about the miraculous power 
of the Buddha here? 

Answer. - The arhats and devas are unable to shake it at its base; only the Buddha can make it tremble in 
six different ways. 

Question. - Why does the Buddha shake the trisahasramahasmahasralokadhatu? 

Answer. - So that all beings know that everything is empty ( sunya ) and transitory ( anitya ). There are 
people who claim that the great earth ( mahdprthivi 0, the sun and the moon (suryacandramas), Sumeru and 
the great ocean ( mahdsamudra ) are all eternal ( nitya ). This is why the Bhagavat shakes the earth six times 
and gives the reason ( hetupratyaya ) for it: Beings will know that it is not eternal. 

[117a] And just as a man who wants to soil his garment ( vastra ) first walks into the dust {rajas), so the 
Buddha first shows his miraculous power to the beings of the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu; then, when 
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Hence the Sanskrit expressions mrgaraj and mrgaraja to designate the lion. 
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their minds are softened ( mrduka, snigdlm), he preaches the Dharma to them. This is why he shakes the 
earth in six ways. 

Question. - What are the six ways? 




Sutra : 1) The east rises up and the west sinks (purvd dig unnamati pascimd dig avanamati ); 2) the west 
rises up and the east subsides (pasimd dig unnamati purvd dig avanamati)', 2) the south rises up and the 
north sinks down ( daksind dig unnamati uttard dig avanamati)', 4) the north rises up and the south subsides 
(uttard dig unnamati daksind dig avanamati)', 5) the edges rise up and the center sinks ( anta unnamati 
madhye 'vanamati); 6) the center rises and the edges sink (madhya unnamati ante ’vanamatl )?' 4 

Sdstra: What are these six tremblings of the earth (bhumicala)! 

Answer. - The trembling of the earth is lesser (avara), medium ( madhya ) and greater (agra). In the lesser 
trembling of the earth, there are two movements: the east rises and the west sinks; or else the south rises 
and the north sinks; or else the edges [rise] and the center [sinks]. In the medium trembling, there are four 
movements: in the east, in the west, in the south and in the north; or again in the east, the west, the edges 
and the center; or again in the south, the north, the edges and the center. In the greater trembling, all six 
movements appear. 

There are all kinds of causes for a greater trembling of the earth. Thus the Buddha said to Ananda: "There 
are eight causes and eight conditions for a great trembling of the earth ( astdv ime Ananda ketavo 'stau 
pratyayd mahatah prthivfcalasya)", etc.715 


714 Cf. Mahavyutpatti no. 3019-3030; Lalitavistara, p. 52, 411. 

71^ The eight causes are the following: The earth trembles (1) when the waters on which it rests are stirred by the wind; 
(2) when a being endowed with supernatural power has come to the point of visualizing the earth as limited and the water 
as unlimited; (3) when a bodhisattva descends into his mother's womb and leaves it at birth; (4) when a Tathagata 
succeeds to the state of Buddha, (5 - 8) turns the wheel of Dharma, rejects the remainder of his life, enters into nirvana. 
These eight causes are listed in the following texts: Pali sources: DTgha, II, p. 107-109; Ahguttara, IV, p. 312-313. - 
Sanskrit sources: Divyavadana, p. 204-206. - Chinese sources: Versions of the Mahaparinirvanasutra (T 1, k. 2, p. 15c- 
16a; T 5, k. 1, p. 165a-b; T 6, k. 1, p. 180c; T 7, k. 1, p. 191c-192a); Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 36, p. 753c-754a. 

Some sources have only three causes, namely, the first two and the last of the preceding list: Tchong a han, T 26, k. 9, p. 
377b-478a; Ken pen chouo... tsa che, T 1451, k. 36, p. 389a. Some of the texts have been translated and compared by 
Przyluski, Le Parinirvana et les funerailles du Buddha, p. 63-92. 

The Lalitavistara points out that the tremblings of the earth were produced at the main events of the Buddha's life: at 
conception (p. 52), at his birth (p. 85), at the moment of enlightenment (p. 352) and at his first sennon (p. 411). - 
Corresponding passages in the translation of Foucaux, p. 51, 79, 285, 342. 
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Moreover, some talk about four kinds of trembling of the earth: trembling of fire ( agnicala ), trembling of 
the dragon ( ndgacala ), trembling of the golden garuda ( garudacala ), trembling of the king of the gods 
( devendracala ). 

The moon revolves [around the earth] in 28 days. 

I. If the moon enters one of the six following constellations (naksatra )'?' 6 

1. Mao (Kritika, Smin-drug): Tauri (Pleiades), 

2. Tchang (PurvaphalgunI, Gre): Leonis 

3. 77 (Visakha, Sa-ga): Librae, 

4. Leou (Asvinl, Tha-skar): Arietis, 

5. Che (Purvabhadrapada, Khrums-stod): Pegasi, 

6. Wei (Bharnl, Bra-ne): Arietos, 

then at that moment, the earth trembles as if it would collapse, this shaking extends up to the god of fire 
(Agni). Then there is no more rain, the rivers dry up, the year is bad for grain, the emperor {T'ien tseii) is 
cruel and the great ministers are evil. 

II. If the moon enters one of the following six constellations: 

1. Lieou (Aslesa, Skag): Hydrae 

2. Wei (Mlila, Snrubs): Scorpionis 

3. Ki (Purvashadha, Chu-stod): Sagittarii, 

4. Pi (Uttarabhadrapada, Khrums-smad), Pegsi, Andromedae, 

5. K'ouei (Revati, Nam-gru): Piscium., 

6. Wei (Dhanistha, Mon-gru): Delphini, 


716 The Mpps lists 27 constellations or lunar mansions of the zodiac, divided here into three groups of six and one group 
of nine. Next to the Chinese term are the Sanskrit and Tibetan translations (according to the Mahavyutpatti, no. 3187- 
3214) and the modem equivalent. 

The series of 27 or 28 naksatra has already appeared in the Vedic literature and has passed from there into the 
Brahmanical, Buddhist and Jain texts. 

Ancient Brahmanical sources: Atharvav., XIX, 7, 1 seq; 8,2 seq; Kathaka-Samh., XXXIX, 13; Maitrayanl-Samh. II, 13, 
20; Taittitlya-Samh. IV, 4, 10, seq; Taittitlyabr. I, 5,1; Tattirlyabr. Ill, 4, 1 seq. - Synoptic table in Kirfel, Kosmographie 
der Inder, p. 36. 

Recent Brahmanical sources: Naksatrakalpa, etc., in Kirfel, o.c., p. 138-139. 

Buddhist sources, in Sanskrit: Mahavastu, III, p. 305, 1. 20-21; p. 306, 1. 21; p. 308, 1. 2-3, p. 309, 1. 2-3; Lalitavistara, p. 
389; Mahavyutpatti, no. 3187-3214; - in Pali: Abhidhanappadlpika, ed. W. Subhuti, Colombo, 1883, p. 58-69 (list in Rhys 
Davids-Stede, s.v. nakkhatta); - in Chinese, in a whole series of texts yet poorly explored. 
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then at that moment the earth trembles as if it would collapse and this trembling extends 
Nagas. Then there is no more rain, the rivers dry up, the year is bad for grain, the emperor is 
great ministers are unjust. 

III. If the moon enters one of the following six constellations, 

1. Chen (Ardra, Lag): Orionis, 

2. Kouei (Pusya, Rgyal): Cancri, 

3. Sing (Magha, Mchu): Leonis, 

4. Tchen (Hasta, Me-b€i): Corvi 

5. K'ang (Svati, Sa-ri): Bootis, 

6. Yi (Uttaraphalgunl, Dbo): Leonis, 

then at that moment the earth trembles as if it would collapse, this trembling extends as far as the Garuda. 
Then there is no more rain, the rivers dry up, the year is bad for grain, the emperor is cruel and the great 
ministers are unjust. 

IV. If the moon enters one of the following nine constellations: 

1. Sin (Jyestha, Snron): Scorpionis 

2. Kio (Citra, Nag-pa): Virginis, 

3. Fang (Anuradha, Lha-mtshams): Scorpionis 

4. Niu (Abhijit, Byi-b€in): Lyrae, 

5. Hiu (Satabhisa, Mon-gre): Aquarii. 

6. Tsing (Punarvasu, Nabs-so): Geminorum, 

7. Pi (RohinI, Sanr-ma): Tauri, 

8. Tsouei (Mrgasiras, Mgo): Orionis, 

9. Teou (Uttarasadha, Chu-smad): Sagittarii,7 * 7 

then at that moment the earth trembles as if it would collapse and this trembling extends as far as 
Devendra. Then peace (yogaksema ) is plentiful, rain favors the growth of the five grains, the emperor is 
kind ( siva ), the great ministers are virtuous and everyone is peaceful. 

Moreover, among the causes of the trembling of the earth, some are small and others are great. There are 
some that shake one Jambudvlpa, others one caturdvlpaka, one sahasralokadhatu, one dvisahasralokadhatu 
or one trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu. 


as far as the 
cruel and the 


717 [Translator's note: Due to the lack of the Greek alphabet on my computer, I was unable to reproduce the Greek letters 
delineating the individual constellations in each of the above three lists.] 
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The small trembling is due to a small cause: when an individual of quality is bom or dies, there is a 
trembling of the local earth; this is the small trembling. The [117b] great trembling is due to a great cause: 
when the Buddha is born, reaches Buddhahood and is about to enter nirvana, the entire 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu shakes completely; this is the great trembling. Here the Buddha, who 
wants to gather together all beings, causes the earth to tremble in six ways. 

Moreover, in the Prajnmaparamita, the Buddha prophecies to the bodhisattvas that they will be Buddhas. 
The Buddha is the great leader ( mahddhipati ) of heaven and earth. [On learning of the accession of the 
future Buddhas], the goddess of the earth ( prthividevatd ) is filled with joy ( mudita ) [and says to herself]: “I 
have found a leader." This is why the earth trembles. In the same way, when the leader of a country sets up 
a minister (amatya), the people congratulate him; everyone shouts "Hurray!" and they sing and dance. 

Finally, as a result of the merits (punya) of the beings of the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, there are 
rivers, trees and all kinds of things on this earth, but beings are ignorant of their transitory nature 
(anityatd). This is why the Buddha, by the power of his merit and his wisdom, shakes this universe so that 
the beings know the futility of it: everything will be destroyed (nirvrta ) and will return to nothingness 
(anityatd). 




Sutra : The earth became soft and gentle so that all beings rejoiced ( prthivi mrduka snigdha 
sarvasattvasukhajanany abhut). 

Sdstra: Question. - How could a trembling of the earth ( prthivicala ) inspire beings to a joyful mind? 

Answer. - Mind ( citta ) stands in support behind the body ( kdya ); thus when the body is at ease, the mind is 
joyful. And so (read jou inplace oiyue tcho), in the person who has fasted (uposadhika)^ has a joyful 
mind on returning to his normal routine. At present in the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, beings with 
various faults have a coarse ( audarika ) mind deprived of wholesome stimuli; this is why the Buddha 
shakes the great earth so that soft and gentle minds (: mrduka-snigdhacitta ) can develop ( vrddhi ). 

Thus, when the gods enter the Houan lo yuan (Nandanavana) garden of the king of the Trayastrimsa gods, 
their minds become soft and gentle, they are joyous, content and no gross minds ( sthulacitta ) arise in them. 
When the asuras come with their armies, they feel no aggressive attitudes ( vigrahacitta ). But it happens 
that Che t'i p'o na min (Sakro devanam indrah), at the head of an army of gods, enters the Parusyavana and, 
because this garden, where the trees, flowers and fruits have an unpleasant smell, is coarse ( parusa ), the 
army of gods [feel] aggressive thoughts arising in themselves.^ ^ It is the same for the Buddha: Since this 


71° In Sanskrit, the person who fasts is said to be uposadhika (Mahavastu, ii, p. 9), in Pali, uposathika (Vinaya, I, p. 58; 
IV, 75, 78). 

719 The Trayastrimsa gods with Sakra as king live in the city of Sudarsana on the summit of Mount Meru. This city has 
four parks: Caitraratha, Parusya, Misra and Nandana (Tch'ang a han, T 1, k. 20, p. 132b; Mahavastu, I, p. 32; 
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great earth is coarse and harsh, he transforms ( parinamayati ) it, softens it and causes all beings to have 
joyous dispositions. 

Thus, when certain magical herbs ( mantausadhi) are burned under people's noses, violent feelings 
(i dghdtacitta ) are aroused in them and they fight. On the other hand, there is a certain magical herb which 
inspires joy ( mudita ), happiness ( nanadana ), respect ( satkara ) and harmony ( samaya) in people. If a 
simple magical herb has such power, what can be said [of the Buddha] who makes the ground of the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu soft and gentle? 


Sutra: In this trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, [beings] in the hell realms ( niraya ), in the preta realm, the 
animal realm ( tiiyagoni ) and the eight difficult ( aksana ) conditions were immeditately liberated ( vimukta) 
and reborn among the gods dwelling at the Caturmaharajika stage to the Paranirmitavasavartin stage.^20 


Divyavadana, p. 219; Lokaprajnapti in Lav., Cosmologie, p. 304-305; Jataka, VI, p. 278; Kosa, III, p. 161; P'i p'o cha, T 
1545, K. 133, p. 692a). 

These sources mention the beneficent influence of the Nanadanavana and the maleficent influence of the Parusyavana. - 
Tch'ang a han, T 1, k. 20, p. 132b: "Why is it called Parusyavana ? Because when one enters it, one's thoughts (chen t'i) 
become harsh ( parusa )... Why is it called Nanadanavana? Because when one enters it, one is happy and joyful." - Jataka 
V, p. 158: Nandane ti nandijananasanatthataya Nandanavanasamkhdte Tdvtimsabhavave. - P'i p'o cha T 1545, k. 133, p. 
692a: "In the Parusyavana, when the gods want to go to war, armor and weapons appear according to their needs... In the 
Nanadanavana, all kinds of marvels and joys are gathered and they go from one to another without getting tired." - 
Samyutta, I, p. 5 (cf. Tsa a han, T 99, 1. 22, p. 153c) says that those who have not seen the Nandana do not know 
happiness ( 'Na te sukhatn pajdnatiye na passanti Nandanam), and Aiiguttara, III, p. 40 (cf. Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 24, 
p. 681a) speaks of those who walk in the Nandana, joyous, happy and content among the five sense pleasures (te tattha 
nandanti ramanti modare samappitci kdmagunehipancahi). 

Originally the abode of the Trayastrimsa, with all its wonders, was shared with the asuras, but when Magha was bom as 
Sakra among the Trayastrimsa gods, the company of the asuras displeased him and, having previously made them drunk, 
he expelled them from his palace, the five walls of which he had guarded by the nagas, suparnas, kumbhandas, yaksas and 
the Caturmaharajika gods. Cf. Jataka, I, p. 201 seq; Dhammapadattha, I, p. 272 seq (tr. Burlingame, Legends, I, p. 319). It 
is undoubtedly wrong that the Mpps claims that the asuras still had access to the Nandanavana. 

^“0 Here Kumarajlva abridges the text of the Pancavimsati and leaps over an important phrase. In reality, it is not only 
among the gods of the kamadhatu (from the Caturmaharajikas to the Parinirmitavasavartins) that these beings take rebirth, 
but also especially among humans. This is expressed by the continuation of the sutra given below, p. 118a, where it is 
said that these gods and these men, remembering their former existence, go to the Buddha. Here is the text of the 
Pancavimsati, p. 8, where rebirth among humans is explicitly mentioned: 

Atha khalu ksanalavamuhurtena ye 'smims trisahasramahasahasra lokadhdtau niraya va tiragyonayo .... devdndm 
sabhagatayam uppannas cdbhuvan. 

"Then at that very moment, at that minute, at that hour, the hells, the animal destinies and the realms of the dead who 
were in this trichiliomegacosm were broken open and emptied and all the difficult conditions ( aksana) disappeared and 
the beings who had fallen into the hells, the animal realm and the realm of Yama, all experienced such great joy that they 
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Sastra : Having entered into the Lion's Play samadhi, if the Buddha causes the damned, the pretas, the 
animals and the eight other difficult conditions^! to be liberated and reborn in the abodes of the 
Caturmaharajika gods up to the Paranirmitavasavartin gods, why is it still necessary to acquire merit 
(punya ) and practice the good ( kusala ) in order to obtain the fruit of retribution ( vipakaphala )? 

Answer. - We have said that beings of great merit have seen the Buddha's rays and have thus found 
salvation; those of profound faults and stains understand it [only] when the earth trembles. When the rising 
sun lights up a lotus pool (padmahrada ), the ripe lotuses open at once while the young buds do not; 
similarly, when the Buddha emits his rays ( rasmi ), beings with ripe merit (paripakvapunya ) and sharp 
knowledge ( tiksnajndna ) attain liberation ( vimoksa ) at once, whereas those who do not have ripe merit or 
keen knowledge do not. The Buddha has great loving-kindness ( maitri ) and compassion ( karund); he saves 
everyone alike ( samam ), without feeling aversion ( pratigha ) or affection ( annunaya ) for anyone. When a 
fruit tree is shaken ( dhunoti ), the ripe fruits (paripakvaphala) fall first. Apply that to the Buddha: the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu is like the fruit tree; it is the Buddha who shakes it; the ripe fruits [that 
fall] are the beings who are saved; the green fruits [that remain attached to the tree] are the beings who are 
not saved. 

Question. - Why are the beings who have had this good mind ( kusalacitta ) reborn [only] among the gods 
of the desire realm ( kdmadhdtu ) and not in the form realm ( rupadhdtu ) or the formless realm 
( arupyadhatu )? 

Answer. - In order to save beings, the Buddha leads them to realize the Path ( margasdksdtkara ). But in the 
formless realm ( arupyadhatu ) where [beings] have no bodies {kayo), it is not possible to preach the 
Dharma to them; in the form realm ( rupadhdtu ) where all feelings of displeasure ( niwedacitta ) are absent, 
it is difficult to find the Path because where the pleasure of dhyana is plentiful, the mind is dulled ( mrdu ). 

Furthermore, when the Buddha makes the ground of the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu soft and pliable 
by shaking the universe by means of his \rddhy]-abhijna, beings full of faith {prasddita ) are joyful 
( pramudita ) and consequently are reborn among the gods of the desire realm ( kdmadhdtu ). Since they are 
not practicing the four dhyanas [of the form realm] or the four empty attainments ( sunyasamapatti ) [of the 


were reborn among humans or among the Caturmaharajika, Trayastrimsa, Yama, Tusita, Nirmanarati or 
Paranirmitavasavartin gods." 

Aside from a few unimportant differences, the corresponding text of the Satasahasrika, p. 13-14, is the same. 

721 The hell, animal and preta destinies constitute the three bad destinies ( durgati ); these are well known and it is not 
necessary to define them here. By contrast, the aksana, which the Chinese translation renders as 'difficult conditions' asks 
for some explanation. There are eight (occasionally nine) aksana: belonging to one of the bad destinies, i.e., damned 
(naraka), animal ( tiryagom) or preta; being a human, one is lacking an organ ( indriyavaikalya ), is plunged into wrong 
views ( mithyadarsana ), is living before or after the Buddha ( tathagatanam anutpadah), or living in a border region 
(pratyanatajanapada ); if one is a god, belonging to the class of the long-lived gods ( dirghayuso devah). 

These eight aksana (in Pali, akkhana) are listed and defined in Digha, III, p. 263, 265, 287; Aiiguttara, IV, p. 225-227; 
Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 124), k. 29, p. 613; Tseng yi a han, Y 125, k. 36, p. 747; Mahavyutpatti, np. 2299-2306; 
Dharmasamgraha, chap. 134. - Allusion is made to them in Mahavastu, I, p. 416 (note), II, p. 338, 363; Lalitavistara, p. 
412 ( astdkhanavarjina ); Saddharmapundarika, p. 96, 163, 434, 451; Avadanasataka, I, p. 291, 332. 
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formless realm], they cannot be reborn in the form realm ( rupadhatu ) or the formless realms 
( arupyadhatu ). 

Question. - The five aggregates ( skandha ) [making up the individual] are transitory ( anitya ), empty ( sunya) 
and non-substantial ( andtmaka ); then how can one be reborn among the gods or men? Who is reborn? 

Answer. - This point has already been fully discussed in the chapter on the bodhisattva. We shall limit 
ourselves here to a brief answer. You say that the five skandhas are transitory, empty and non-substantial, 
but according to the Prajnaparamita, the five skandhas are neither eternal nor transitory, neither empty nor 
non-empty, neither substantial nor non-substantial. Like the heretics ( tfrthika ), you are looking for a real 
atman, but that is non-existent ( anupalabdha ); it is only a designation (prajnaptipat). It exists as a result of 
diverse causes and conditions (nanahetupratyayasamagri) , but only nominally and conventionally 
(namasamketa ). Thus when a magician ( maydkara ) kills himself, the spectators see him dead, and when a 
trick resuscitates him, the spectators see him alive; but his life and his death have only nominal existence 
( prajnaptisat) and are not real ( dravyasat ). According to ordinary systems ( lokadharma ), samsara really 
does exist; but according to the system of the true nature ( bhutalaksanadharma ) there is no samsara, 
transmigration. 

Furthermore, if there were a transmigrating being ( samsarin ), there would be transmigration, samsara; 
without a samsarin, there is no samsara. Why? Because the Asamsarin has destroyed birth by means of his 
great wisdom 

Thus some stanzas say: 

Although the Buddha dharmas are empty {sunya) 

They are not, however, reduced to nothingness ( ucchinna ). 

[118 a] Existent, but non-eternal 
Actions are not lost. 


Dharmas are like the trunk of a banana tree (kadalf): 
All are the result of mind. 

If one knows the non-reality of the dharmas 
This mind, in its turn, is empty. 

The person who thinks about emptiness 
Is not a practitioner of the Path. 

Dharmas do not arise and they do not perish: 

Being momentary {ksanika), they lose their nature. 
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The person who thinks falls into Mara's net. 

The person who does not think finds escape ( nihsarana ). 
Mental discursiveness is not the Path, 

Non-discursiveness is the seal of the Dharma ( dharmamudrd ). 




Sutra\ Then remembering their former existences ( purvajanmany anusmrtya ), these gods and men 
( devamanusya ) experienced great joy ( pramodya ). They went to the Buddha and, having bowed down to 
the Buddha's feet ( bhagavatah padan sirobhir abhivandya), they stood to one side. 

Sastra.- Question. - When the gods are reborn, they know three things: they know where they have come 
from ( kutas cyutdh), they know where they are born ( kutropapannah ) and they know by virtue of what 
previous merit ( kena purvakrtapunyena )7“ But when men are reborn, they are unaware of these three 
things. [How can it be said here] that they rememeber their previous existences? 

Answer. - 1) It is not a fixed rule ( niyama ) for men ( manusyagati ): some remeber, some do not 

remember."^ 

2) Furthermore, it is thanks to the miraculous power (. rddhibala ) of the Buddha that [those in question 
here] remember their previous existences. 

Question. - The gods, who possess the five superknowledges ( abhijnd ) and remember their previous lives, 
are able to go to the Buddha; but supposing that they received [the gift] of the miraculous power of the 
Buddha and remembered their previous lives, how could men go to the Buddha? 

Answer. - Some of them, by birth (janman ) or by retribution (vipdka), possess the superknowledges 
(abhijnd) 724, as for example, the noble cakravartin kings; the others borrow the Buddha's miraculous 
power [in order to go to him]. 

Question. - Humans are carried in the womb for ten months, suckled for three years and fed for ten years; 
only after that can they support themselves. It is said, by the power ( anubhdva ) of the Buddha, beings in 
the three bad destinies (durgati) and the eight difficult conditions ( aksana ), all obtain deliverance ( vimukti ), 


Cf. Avadanasataka, I, p. 292: dharmata khalu devaputrasya va devakany ay .... cyutah kutropapannah kena 
karmaneti. - Kosavyakhya, p. 413: aciropapannasya devaputrayasya trmi cittani .... kutropapannah kena karmand. 

723 It is not rare that Indian newspapers report the case of young children who remember their immediately preceding 

lifetime. 

794 

,z/+ Notably the rddhyabala of moving rapidly from one place to another. 
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are reborn among gods or humans, and go to the Buddha. It may be so for the gods but it is impossible for 
humans; indeed, how could they walk [as soon as they are born]? 

Answer. - In the five destinies ( gati ), living conditions differ: 

1 ) Gods and hell beings ( naraka ) are all apparitional beings ( upapdduka ). 

2) Pretas are of two kinds, born from a placenta ( jarayuja ) or apparitional ( upapdduka ). 

3) Men ( manusya ) and animals ( tiryagyoni ) are of four kinds: born from an egg ( andaja ), born from 
exudation ( samsvedaja ), apparitional ( upapdduka ) or born from a placenta {jarayuja).125 

a) Born from an egg, e.g., the thirty-two sons of P'i cho k'ia mi k'ie lo mou (Visakha Mrgaramata): 
Visakha, their mother, gave birth to thirty-two eggs which on breaking open, released thirty-two boys who 
all were strong men;726 the oldest of them was Mrgara. Visakha obtained the fruit of the threefold Path. 

b) Born of exudation, for example, Yen lo p'o li (Amrapall), chief courtesan ( vesydgra ) who gave birth to a 
cakravartin king, etc.727 

c) Apparitional beings: thus, when the Buddha was traveling with the four assemblies, in the group of nuns 
there was a bhiksunl named A lo p'o (Aramavasa) who appeared miraculously on this earth.728 Moreover, 
the people born at the beginning of the cosmic peiod {prdthamakalpika ) were all apparitional beings. 

d) Born from a placenta: this is the usual birth for humans. 

[118 b] People of apparitional birth {upapdduka, as an emanation), being full-grown at birth, are able to go 
to the Buddha. There are people who have obtained the abhijnas as reward {vipdka) and who are able to go 
to the Buddha [by themselves]; others also are able to go to the Buddha because the latter lends them his 
power of abhijna. 




??5 These are the four "wombs' or yoni which are listed in DTgha, III, p. 230; Majjhima, I, p. 73; Tch'ang a han, T 1, k. 8, 
p. 50c; Milinda, p. 146; Visuddhimagga, p. 552, 557; Mahavyutpatti, np.2279-2282. To illustrate these four types of birth, 
the Karanaprajnapti in Tibetan (Lav., Cosmologie, p. 345-346), Vibhasa (T 1545, k. 120, p. 626c-627a) and Kosa (III, p. 
28) have gathered a long series of examples. The Mpps mentions the cases of Visakha, Amrapali and Aramavasa. 

226 The thirty-two eggs of Visakha: Dulva, III, p. 126- 131 (Csoma-Feer, p. 173-174); Rockhill, Life, p. 71; Schiefner- 
Ralston, Tibetan Tales, p. 125. 

22? Amrapall was born from the stem of a banana tree as is told at length in the Nai nin k'i yu yin yuan king, T 553 (tr. 
Chavannes, Contes, III, p. 325-329); Schiefner-Ralston, Tibetan Tales, p. 85. - But Amrapall is the mother of JTvaka, not 
of a cakravartin king. 

?28 As her name indicates, this nun 'dweller in a hennitage' was bom in a hennitage, her head shaven and clothed in 
ochre robes 
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Sutra'. In the universes of the ten directions, universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges, the earth 
shook similarly in six ways. The damned ( naraka ), the pretas, the animals ( tiiyak) and the other inhabitants 
of the eight difficult conditions ( aksana ) were at once liberated ( vimukta ) and reborn among the gods of the 
six classes. 

Sdstra: Question. - Beings, infinite ( apramdna ) and innumberable (asamkhyeya ), form a considerable 
number just in the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu; why does the Buddha also address himself to beings in 
the universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges? 

Answer. - The power of te Buddha ( buddhabala) is immense (apramdna)'. it is a trifle for him to save the 
beings of the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu: this is why he addresses himself also [to the beings] of the 
ten directions. 

Question. - If, by his great power, the Buddha Sakyamuni saves the ten directions as a whole, why are 
other Buddhas still needed [to save beings]? 

Answer. - 1 ) Because beings are infinite (apramdna) in number and do not all ripen (paripakva) at the 
same time. 

2) Furthermore, causes and conditions (hetupratyaya) vary for each being. Thus it is said in the system of 
the sravakas: "In the Cho li fou yin yuan (Sariputravadana), disciples become separated from Sariputra;729 
if the Buddhas cannot save them, how could others do so?" 

3) Furthermore, here it is a matter only of universes of the east equal in number to the sands of a single 
Ganges; we are not speaking of universes as numerous as the sands of two, three, four, up to a thousand 
prabhedakoti of Ganges. 

4) Finally, universes (lokadhdtu ) are infinite (ananta) and unlimited (apramdna) in number. If they were 
finite and limited, the number of beings would be exhausted. This is why the Buddhas must save the 
innumerable universes of the ten directions. 




Sutra: Then, amongst the beings of the trisahasramahasahasralokadathu, those who were blind from birth 
were able to see (jdtyandhdh pasyanti sma), the deaf began to hear (badhirdh srnavanti sma ), the mute 
began to speak (mukd bhdsanti sma), the insane became rational (unmattdh smrtim pratilabhante sma), the 
distracted recovered their attentiveness (viksiptacittd ekdgracittd bhavanti sma), those who were naked 
received clothing (nagnas cfvardni pratilabhante sma), those who were hungry and thirsty had their bowls 


729 


This perhaps concerns the schism of Kausambi in which Sariputra had to intervene (cf. Vinaya, I, p. 354). 
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filled {jighatsitah purnapatra bhavanti sma), the sick recovered their health ( rogasprsta vigataroga 
bhavanti sma), the crippled regained their wholeness ( hfnendriydh paripurnendriya bhavanti sma). 730 

Sdstra : Beings are subject to hundreds of thousands of sufferings (, duhkha ); if the Buddha uses miraculous 
power ( rddhibala ), why does he not liberate them from all of these sufferings? 

Answer. - All sufferings are suppressed, but here only the most serious ( sthula) ones are spoken of in brief. 
Similarly, in order to designate all the fetters ( samyojana ), they are spoken of, as a whole, as the three 
poisons {trivisa). 

I. Question. - It would suffice to say that 'the blind' obtained their sight; why specify 'those blind from 
birth'? 

Answer. - Because in their previous existences, those born blind ( purvajanma) were great sinners. If great 
sinners can thus recover their sight, what about minor sinners? 

Question. - What grave sin {sthuldpatti) have they committed in their previous lives in order to be blind 
from birth today? 

Answer. - They have gouged out or torn out someone's eyes, or destroyed someone's correct view 
{samyagdrsticaksus) by saying that sin ( dpatti) and merit (punya ) do not exist. After death, these people 
fall into hell (niraya), then, [being reborn] in the form of humans, their sins make them blind from birth. - 
Moreover, stealing lights or lamps (pradfpa) from a stupa of the Buddha, arhat [118c] arhat or 
pratyekabuddha, ruining the lamps in other fields of merit (punyaksetra) are also actions of previous lives 
( purvajanmakarman ) that cause the loss of sight [in the course of a future lifetime]. 

But one may lose one's sight during the present lifetime ( ihajanma ) as a result of sickness ( vyddhi ) or 
because of being beaten ( prahdra): those are actual causes. 

Only the Buddha is able to restore sight to the 96 eye-sicknesses that king Cho na kia lo (Jnanakara) could 
not cure; first he gives them back their sight, then he makes them find the wisdom eye (prajndcaksus). It is 
the same for the deaf who recover their hearing. 

II. Question. - If there are those who are blind from birth, why does the sutra not speak of those who are 
deaf from birth? 

Answer. - Because those who are blind from birth are more numerous than those who are deaf from birth. 
Question. - What are the causes of deafness? 

Answer. - 1) Deafness has [the actions] of the previous life as cause. To reject or transgress the instructions 
of one's teacher {dcdiya) or one's father (pitr) and to rebel against them is a sin {dpatti) which will result in 
deafness. To cut off or tear out someone's ear, to ruin a gong {gandi ), a bell {dhantd), a conch {sahkha) or a 
dram {dundubhi) of a stupa of the Buddha of the samgha of good men or of any field of merit 


730 Similar exposition in Pancavimsati, p. 9-10; Satasahasrika, p. 18-19; Lalitavistara, p.278-279; Suvarnaprabhasa, ed. 
Nobel, p. 8-9; Mahavyutpatti, no. 6036-6309. 
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( punyaksetra ) are also sins ( apatti ) which in turn lead to deafness. These various actions of a previous 
lifetime ( purvajanmakarman ) are the causes of deafness in a future lifetime. 

2) In the present lifetime (; ihajanma ), one can lose one's hearing as a result of sickness ( vyadhi ), or being 
beaten ( prahdra ), and other similar things: those are the actual causes. 

III. Question. - The mute ( muka ) cannot speak. What sins ( apatti) have they committed in order to be 
mute? 

Answer. - 1 ) They have cut out someone's tongue or choked someone; they have made someone unable to 
speak by means of an evil herb; hearing the instructions of their teacher ( dcdiya ) or the orders of their 
father, they have cut off their speech and not followed their advice; acting in bad ways, they did not believe 
in sin or merit and opposed correct speech ( samyagvdc ). Condemned to hell, when they are reborn in 
human form, they are mute, unable to speak. Those are the various causes that make someone mute. 

IV. Question. - [The sutra says] that the insane become rational ( unmattdh smrtim pratilabhante sma ); why 
is one insane? 

Answer. - For having committed the following sins in the course of previous lifetimes: molesting someone 
deep in dhyana, destroying the monastery of meditators ( dhyayin ), deceiving people by means of spells 
{mantra) in order to inspire them to hatred, anger or sensual desires. 

In the present lifetime {ihajanma) [insanity is caused by] the heaviness of the fetters {samyojanaguruta). 
Thus the brahmin, who had lost his rice field (read tao t'ien, sasyaksetra, instead of fan t'ien) and whose 
wife had died, had a fit of madness and fled completely naked. - The bhiksunl Tch'e cho k'ie kiao t'an 
(Krisaka gautaml), while she was still a lay-person ( avaddtavasand ), lost her seven sons; the sadness made 
her lose her reason and she became insane.731 Extremely irritable people, unable to contain themselves, 
become completely insane. Mad people (mudha), by a sad mistake, cover their bodies with ashes 
{bhasman), tear out their hair {kesa), go about naked and eat dung {purfsa) in their madness.732 After a 
serious illness, a sickness of wind ( ydyuvyadhi) or a sickness of fire {tejovyddhi), people become insane. 
Others are insane because they are possessed by evil demons or because they have stupidly drunk rain 


731 The story of'Thin Gautaml', in Pali, KisagotamI, is especially well-known in the Pali sources: Therlgatha Comm., p. 
174 seq (tr. Rh. D., Sisters, p. 106-108); Apadana, II, p. 564-567; Dhammapadattha, II, p. 270-275; III, p. 432 (tr. 
Burlingame, Legends , II, p. 257-260: III, p. 165-166); Manoratha, I,p.378-381; Ralston-Schiefner, Tibetan Tales, p. 216- 
226. See J. H. Thiessen, Die legende von KisagotamI.\ Breslau, 1880. KisagotamI fled in dspair with her dead child in her 
anns. She came to the Buddha who promised to bring her child back to life if she brought him a mustard seed from a 
house where nobody had died. She sought in vain for such a house until she realized that 'the living are few and the dead 
are many' and that the Buddha had wanted to teach her the universality of death. Comforted, she entered the monastic 
order where she attained arhathood. 

This nun is different from KisagotamI, a young girl of Kapilavastu, known also under the name of MrgI who praised the 
future Buddha when he retumd to his palace, addressing to him the famous stanza: Nibuttd nuna sd mcita ... "Blessed truly 
the mother; blessed truly the father, blessed truly the wife who has such a husband as that." Cf. Nidanakatha, p. 60; 
Mahavastu, II, p. 157; Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, k. 15, p. 724b; Tchong hiu mo ho ti king, T 191, k. 4, p. 944c; Ken pen 
chouo... p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 3, p. 114b. 

732 An allusion to the religious practices of the Nirgranthas. 
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water. 73 3 This is how one loses one's reason, and all these individuals are called insane. But when they 
succeed in seeing the Buddha, these madmen recover their reason. 

V. Question. - [The sutra adds that] distracted people regain their attentiveness [119a] ( viksipticittd 
ekdgracittd bhavanti sma) but the insane ( unmatta ) are also distracted. Why is there this distinction? 
Answer. - There are people who, without being insane, are often distracted. Attentiveness is like a monkey 
(markata); 734 when it is not fixed, there is distraction. Agitated and speedy, mind becomes attached 
(i abhinivisate ) to a crowd of objects; then one loses one's mental power ( cittabala ) and is unable to find the 
Path. 

Question. - What are the causes of distraction? 

Answer. - The attenuation of the functioning of good thoughts (kusalacitta pravrtti), the pursuit of evil 
(i akusaldnugama ): these are [the causes] of distraction. 

Furthermore, people do not consider ( na samanupasyanti ) the transitory nature ( anitya ) of things, or the 
signs of death (marananimitta) 735 or universal emptiness ( lokasunya ); they are attached to long life 
(i dvrghayus ), think only of their own business and are scattered in many ways: this is why they are 
distracted. 

Finally, they do not enjoy the inner joy ( ddhydtmika sukha) coming from the Buddhadharma; they seek the 
occasions of pleasure outwardly and pursue the causes of pleasure; this is why they are distracted. But 
when these distracted people come to see the Buddha, their attentiveness is fixed. 

VI. Question. - There are two kinds of madmen {unmatta), those who are recognized as such and those 
who, by a sad mistake, are naked without people considering them to be insane. 


733 xhe Xsa p'j y U x 207 (no. 17), p. 526b, (tr. Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 31) tells that in a foreign kingdom evil 
rains having fallen, all those who drank that water became mad after seven days. 

734 Canonical reference: Samyutta, II, p. 95 (Tsa a han, T 99, k. 12, p. 81 c 15): 'In the same way that a monkey ( makkata ) 
playing about in the forest, seizes one branch, then lets it go and seizes another (sakham ganhati tam muncitva annam 
gamhati), so what is called 'mind' or 'consciousness', appears and disappears in the perpetual alternation of day and 
night." 

735 SeeKosa, III, p. 134-136. 
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It is said that in southern India (daksinapatha) there was a Dharma teacher ( dharmacarya ) Kao tso 736 


^36 Kao tso may not be a proper name; these characters mean 'he who sits on a high seat' and probably translate the 
Sanskrit uccasane nisannah, which occurs in the Pali Patimokkha, 69th sekhiya (Vinaya, IV, p. 204): na nice asane 
nisiditva ucce asane nissinnassa agilanassa dhammam desessdmi: "I will not preach the Dharma while sitting on a seat 
lower than a man who is sitting on a higher chair, unless he is sick" and in the Sanskrit Sarvastivadin Pratimoksa, 92nd 
saiksa (L. Finot, Le Pratimoksasutra des Sarvastivadin , Extracts of JA, Nov.-Dec., 1913, p. 75; Mahavyutpatti, no. 8603; 
Che song pi k'ieou po lo y'i mou tch'a kiai pen, T 1436, p. 478a4: na niccdsane nisanna uccasane nisannasyaglanasya 
dharmam desaayisydmah. 

Therefore a kao-tso teacher is a teacher seated on a throne to teach. 

We know that the famous translator Dharmaraksa who came from a family of Scythian origin established at Touen 
Houang and who lived in the 3rd centruty, was the student of the Hindu Kao tso (Tchou Kao tso) whom he accompanied 
into the Western countries. Here again kao tso is an honorific title rather than a proper name. 

We should note that the Kao tso presented to us here by the Mpps is a native of southern India, that he converted the king 
and ensured his protection in an original way - by his actions rather than by words - and that he finally triumphed over the 
heretics. These three points constitute the outline of Nagarjuna's biography and, if indications were not so slight, I 
[Lamotte] could easily believe that Kao tso is none other than Nagarjuna. Nagarjuna was also a native of southern India 
(Andhra) and was a friend of king Satavahana. Many sources, more or less dependent on one another, tell us how he was 
converted; it was indeed in the manner of Kao tso: "When Nagarjuna came back from the nagas, the king of southern 
India, hill of wrong views, favored the tlrthikas and disputed the holy Dharma. In order to convert him, Nagarjuna 
appeared before him with a red flag for seven consecutive years. The king was astonished and asked who was this man 
before him. Nagarjuna replied: "I am omniscient ( sarvajnd )." The king was startled at these words and said: "An 
omniscient one is very rare; how can you prove that?" Nagarjuna answered: "If the king wishes to test my science, he 
must pay attention to my words..." The king then asked him what the devas were doing at that moment; Nagarjuna told 
him that the devas were fighting against the asuras. At that moment the king heard a sound as if someone were being 
choked. Not belieiving that this sound was coming from the devas, he said that that was no proof... Then at once a mass of 
shields, spears and weapons fell from the sky. The king then said: "Although these are certainly weapons, how do you 
know [that they come] from the devas fighting with the asuras?"... Immediately, severed hands, feet, ears and noses of the 
asuras fell from the sky... The king bowed his head and was converted. Some brahmins who were on the palace terrace 
cut their hair and took on the precepts {silo). From that time on Nagarjuna spread Buddhism widely in southern India, 
vanquished the tlrthikas and developed the Mahayana." 

This story is drawn from a biography of Nagarjuna attributed, wrongly, without a doubt, to Kumarajlva: the Long chou 
p'ou sa rchouan, T 2047, p. 186a-b; it is repeated by later biographies (Fou fa tsang yin yuan tchouan, T 2058, k. 5, p. 
318a-b; Fo tsou t'ong ki, T 2035, k. 5, p. 174c; Fo tsou li t'ong tsai, T 2036, k. 4, p. 503a-b) but its great antiquity is 
attested by a note of Kumarajlva inserted in the Tchou wei mo kie king, T 1775, k. 2, p.330, where the episode is 
summarized. 

The same sources tell also about a brahmin who, in discussion with Nagarjuna, produced a magic pool in the middle of 
which was a lotus with a thousand petals, and how Nagarjuna astounded him by creating a white elephant with six tusks 
that upset the pool. 

In the victory of Kao tso over the tlrthikas as it is told here in the Mpps, we see perfect agreement with the biographies of 
Nagarjuna written in the same spirit and with the same concerns. It would be rather tempting to identify Kao tso with 
Nagarjuna. If the latter is really the author of the Mpps, he was thus transmitting to us an anecdote in his own life 
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who preached the five precepts. In the crowd there were many heretics (tfrthika) who had come to listen, 
and the king of the country made some objections: "If as you say, those who provide liquor ( mrdvika ) or 
who drink liquor were punished with madness, among our contemporaries mad people would be more 
numerous than rational people. Now actually, mad men are rare and those of healthy mind are numerous. 
How can that be?" At once the heretics applauded ( sddhukdram dadati), saying: "This is a profound 
(gambhfra) objection. This Kao tso with the shaven head ( munda ) will not be able to answer it for the 
king's knowledge is sharp ( tiksnajnana )." Then the Dharma teacher, pointing his finger at the heretics, 
spoke about something else. The king understood but the heretics said to him: "The king's objection was 
profound; he has not answered. Ashamed of his ignorance, he just raises his finger and talks about 
something else." The king said to the heretics: "The Dharma teacher Kao tso has answered with his finger 
and that is all; he said nothing in order to spare you. By showing you his finger, he meant that you are the 
madmen and that madmen are not rare. You coat your bodies with ashes ( bhasman ) and you have no 
shame in going about naked; you fill human skulls ( kapdla ) with excrement ( purTsa ) and you eat it; you 
tear out your hair ( kesa ); you sleep on thorns ( kantaka ); you hang yourselves upside-down and you 
asphyxiate yourselves; you go into the water in winter; you roast yourselves in the fire in summer. All 
these practices are not the Path ( marga ), but signs of madness. According to your rules, selling meat 
(mdmsavikraya) or selling salt ( lavanavikraya ) are transgressions of the brahmin law; but in your temples, 
you accept oxen as gifts, you resell them and you claim to observe your law. But the ox is meat! Is it not 
wrong to deceive people thus? You claim that by going into the sacred rivers ( nadi ), all the stains of sins 
(i dpattimala ) are wiped out, but there is no reason [119b] why such a bath consitutes a sin or a merit. What 
wrong is there in selling meat or salt? You claim that a bath in holy rivers can wipe out sins, but if it wipes 
out sins, it would also wipe out merits; what is there that is holy in these rivers? These practices have no 
basis; attempting to justify them is madness. All these signs of madness are yours and it is to spare you that 
the Dharma teacher has shown you his finger and said nothing." 

That is what is called the madness of nudity. 

Moreover, some poor people ( daridra ) go about without clothes or their clothes are in tatters (read lan liu, 
120 nd 21, 120 and 11). It is by the power of the Buddha that they acquire clothing. 

VII. [The sutra says] that the hungry will be satisfied and the thirsty quenched. Why are they hungry and 
thirsty? 

Answer. - As a result of scarcity of merits ( punya ). In previous existences ( purvajanma ) there was no cause 
(hetu) and in the present existence ( ihajanma) there is no condition (pratyaya) for hunger and thirst 

Furthermore, people who, in their previous lifetimes, have stolen food from the Buddhas, the arhats, the 
pratyekabuddhas, their relatives or their families, will be hungry and thirsty because of the gravity of this 
fault even if they are living during the [golden] age of a Buddha. 

Question. - The cause of it is retribution of actions ( kannavipdka ) which varies for each case. Some 
people fufill the causes and conditions required to see a Buddha but do not fulfill the causes and conditions 


designating himself not by his name Long chou or Nagarjuna, but by his title: Fa che kao tso ‘the Dharma teacher on the 
throne', in Sanskrit uccasana dharmacatya. But this hypothesis is so risky that it hardly merits attention. 
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required to eat and drink. Others fulfill the causes and conditions required to eat and drink but do not fulfil 
the causes and conditions required to see a Buddha. It is like the black snake ( kdlasarpa) that sleeps while 
clasping the jewel at the top of its head ( cuddmani ). There are arhats who beg for their food and get 
nothing. 

Thus, at the time of the Buddha Kasyapa, two brothers left home (pravrajita ) in order to seek the Path 
(marga).131 The first observed the precepts (siladhara), recited the sutras ( sutrapathaka ) and practiced 
dhyana; the second solicited patrons ( ddnapati ) and cultivated meritorious actions (punyakarman ). When 
Buddha Sakyamuni appeared in the world, the first was born into a merchant's ( sresthin ) household and the 
second became a great white elephant (pdndaragaja ) whose strength conquered the enemies. The 
merchant's son left home (pravrajita ) to practice the Path. He became an arhat endowed with the six 
abhijnds but, as a result of his restricted merits, he obtained his food with difficulty when he begged. One 
day he entered into a city, bowl in hand, to beg his food, but he could not obtain anything. Coming to the 
stable of the white elephant, he saw that the king furnished the latter with everything in abundance.73 8 

He said to the elephant: "You and I together have committed sins (dosa, kilbisa)." The elephant was at 
once remorseful and spent three days without eating. Worried, its keepers set out to look for the monk and, 
having found him, asked: "What spell (mantra) have you placed on the king's white elephant that it is sick 
and does not eat?" He answered: "In a previous lifetime, this elephant was my younger brother; under the 
Buddha Kasyapa we left home (pravrajita ) together to practice the Path. I was satisfied to keep the 
precepts, recite sutras and practice dhyana, but I did not practice generosity (ddna); on the other hand, my 
brother limited himself to soliciting patrons ( ddnapati ) and making gifts; he did not observe the precepts 
and did not educate himself. Having thus renounced observing the precepts, reciting sutras and practicing 
dhyana, today he is this elephant; but because he was very generous, food (dhdra) and amenities [119c] 
(pariskara ) come to him in abundance. As for myself, I was content to practice the Path but I was not 
generous in making gifts; thus today, even though I have attained [the fruit] of arhathood, I am 
unsuccessful in getting any food when I beg."739 

This explains why causes and conditions (hetupratyaya) vary [for each individual] and why, although 
being born in [the golden] age of a Buddha, one may still be hungry and thirsty. 

Question. - How did these beings see their bowls filled (purnapdtrd bhavanti sma)l 

Answer. - Some say that the Buddha, by his miraculous power (rddhibala), created (nirmitfte) food that 
satisfied them. According to others, the Buddha's rays, on touching their bodies, suppressed their hunger 
and thirst. This is like the wish-fulfilling jewel (cintamani): those who think of it have neither hunger nor 
thirst. What then could be said of those who meet the Buddha? 


737 The s tory of the two brothers here is taken from Tsa p'i yu king, T 207 (no. 3), p. 523a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 
4-6). 

738 According to Tsa p'i yu king, the king maintained this elephant in luxury and had assigned the revenue of a city of 
many hundreds of households to the elephant's maintenance. 

739 j n T sa p'i y U king, it was to the king that the monk made this explanation; the king's understanding was awakened 
and he released the monk. 
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VIII. [The sutra says that] the sick are cured (rogasprstd vigatarogd bhavanto sma). There are two kinds of 
sickness (r oga, vyddhi):140 

1) All kinds of illnesses are contracted as punishment ( vipdka ) of actions carried out in previous lifetimes 
( purvajanmakarman ). 

2) In the present lifetime, all kinds of illnesses are also contracted following sudden cold ( sfta ), heat (; usna ) 
or wind (vdyu). In the present lifetime, sicknesses are of two types: z) internal sicknesses 
(i ddhydtmikaroga ): disturbances of the five internal organs, coagulation, sickness due to the stars, etc.; ii ) 
external sicknesses ( bdhyaroga ): being crashed by a chariot, falling from a horse, being injured by 
weapons and other accidents of this kind. 

Question. - What are the causes of sickness? 

Answer. - For having devoted oneself in past lifetimes to all kinds of violence, e.g., beatings, pillage, 
imprisonment, etc., sicknesses are contracted in the course of the present lifetime. In the present lifetime, 
again all kinds of sickness are contracted due to lack of hygiene, wrong nourishment, irregularity of 
sleeping and rising. There are 404 different illnesses. These illnesses are cured by the Buddha's miraculous 
powers ( rddhibala ). What is said is as follows:741 


740 s ee Hobogirin, Byo, p. 155. 

741 In the Pali text (Vinaya, F P- 301-302) there is the story of the sick and abandoned monk whom the Buddha washed 
with his own hands: 

Tena kho pano samayena annatarassa bhikkhuno kucchivikarabadho hoti .... Anando padato uccaretva mancake 
nipatesum. 

The same story occurs in many texts: Tseng yi a han T 125, k. 30, p. 766b-767b; Cheng king, T 154 (no. 26), k. 3, p. 89b- 
90a; P'ou sa pen cheng man louen, T 160 (no, 11), k. 4, p. 342b-c; Fa kiu p'i yu king, T 211, k. 2, p. 59lb-c; Wou fen liu, 
T 1421, k. 20, p. 139c; Mo ho seng k'i liu, T 1425, k. 28, p. 455a-457b; Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 41, p. 861b-c; Che song 
liu, T 1435, k. 28, p. 205a-b; Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 1087, K. 6, p. 899b (tr. Beal, II, p. 5; Watters, Travels, I, p. 387). 
There are some differences among these stories: 

a. The scene takes place at SravastI in most of the sources , but in Ragagrha in T 125 and T 160 and in the kingdom of 
Hien t'i (154 and 8; 64 and 9) in T 211. Hiuan Tsang may have visited the stupa commemorating this cure, either NE of 
SravastI (according to the Si yu ki, l.c.) or NE of Rajagrha (according to the Che che yao lan, T 2127, k. 2, p. 306a). 

b. In T 125, the sick man calls to the Buddha for help and the Buddha hears his cry by means of his divine ear. 

c. The Buddha cures the sick man, sometimes without the aid of anyone else (T 211, T 1421, T 1428, T 1435, T 2087), 
sometimes with the help of Ananda (Pali Vinaya; T 1425) or Sakra (T 160 and Mpps) or Vaisramana and Sakra (T125). 

d. In three sources (T 154, T 211 and Mpps), the sickness and the abandonment of the monk is presented as the 
punishment for his evil conduct in past lifetimes. 

e. All the Vinayas (Pali Vinaya, T 1421, T 1425, T 1428, T 1435) add that the Buddha profited from the occasion by 
encouraging his monks to care for one another when they are sick; cf. Vinaya, I, p. 302: N'atthi te bhikkhave mata n'atthi 
pita .... so gilcinam upatthaheyya. 

"No longer, O monks, do you have a mother or father to care for you. If you do not care for one another, who will care for 
you? Whoever wishes to care for me must take care of sick people." 
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The Buddha was in the country of Cho p'o t'i (SravastI). A vaisya invited him and the samgha to take a 
meal at his house. There are five reasons ( hetupratyaya ) why the Buddha, staying in a vihara, would go for 
a meal: 1) He wishes to enter into samadhi; 2) He wishes to preach the Dharma to the devas; 3) He wishes 
to visit the monks' cells in the course of his walk; 4) He wishes to care for the sick monks ( gldnopasthdna ); 
5) He wants the monks who have not yet taken the precepts to take the precepta ( sflasdddna ). Then raising 
up the door-latch with his hand, the Buddha entered the bhiksus' cells; he saw a bhiksu who was sick and 
had no care-giver ( gldnopasthdyika ): unable to rise up from his bed, he carried out all his needs in his bed. 
The Buddha asked him: "Why, O unfortunate man, are you alone and without a care-giver?" The bhiksu 
answered: " Bhagavat, 1 am lazy by nature ( svabhdvdkdraka ) and, when the others were sick, I did not care 
for them; thus, now that I am sick, the others are not caring for me." The Buddha said to him: "My child, it 
is I who am going to take care of you." Then Che t'i p'o na min (Sakro devanam indrah) brought water 
( udaka ) and the Buddha, with his own hands, washed the sick man's body. When the washing was finished, 
all the sick man's sufferings had disappeared, his body and his mind were at peace (yogaksema ). Then the 
Bhagavat helped the sick bhiksu rise and go out of his cell, gave him clean garments, then he made him go 
back in, refresh his mattress ( mahcaka ) and sit down.Then he said to the sick bhiksu: "For a long time you 
have sought [120 a] indolently to attain that which you have not yet attained, to understand that which you 
have not yet understood. This is why you have had to undergo these sufferings and you will still have more 
to suffer." Hearing these words, the bhiksu said to himself: "The Buddha's loving-kindness is immense 
(i apramana ), his miraculous power incalculable ( asamkhyeya ). When he washed me with his hand, my 
sorrows immediately disappeared; my body and my mind rejoiced." 

This is how the sick are healed by the miraculous power of the Buddha. 

IX. [The siitra says that] the crippled recover their wholeness ( hmendritah paripumendriya bhavanti sma). 
Why are they crippled? 

1 ) In the course of their previous existences ( purvajanma ), these people had mutilated bodies ( kdya ), cut 
off heads ( siras ), hands and feet (pdnipdda ) and broken limbs ( kdyabhdga ). Or they had broken a statue of 
the Buddha ( buddhapratimd ) and torn off its nose ( ghrdna ); they had damaged a picture of a saint or 
broken the grindstone of their parents. For these sins they are often crippled ( aparipurnakdya ) when they 
take on a body. Furthermore, as punishment for their bad dharmas ( akusaladharmavipdka ), they are ugly 
(virupa) from birth. 


f. The Mtilasarvastivadin Vinaya, which does not seem to have this story, nevertheless recommends that the image of the 
Buddha himself taking care of a sick person (T 1451, k. 17, p. 283b) be painted in the monastery infirmaries. The Mpps 
once more shows its nature of being a compilation. It borrows its story from the Sarvastivadin Vinaya, (Che song liu, T 
1435, k. 28, p. 205a-b). At the start, it repeats it almost word-for-word until it incorporates a digression into the story 
where it is a matter of the five reasons why the Buddha, staying in a vihara, accepts an invitation from outside. Towards 
the end, it departs from its main source to mention the intervention of Sakra in the care given to the sick man (detail 
borrowed perhaps from Pen cheng man louen, T 160, or from Tseng yi a han, T 125) and to note that the sickness and the 
abandonment of the monk were punishments for his past actions (detail borrowed from the Cheng king, Y 154, or from 
the Fa kiu p'i yu king, T 211). 
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2) In the present existence ( ihajanma ), they are victims of robbers ( caura ) or butchers ( ghdtaka ) and they 
are crippled because of all this. Or the sicknesses (v yddhi) of wind (vdyu), cold (sita) or heat ( usna ) causes 
them physical discomfort and parts of their bodies become infected; this is why they are crippled. But 
thanks to the Buddha's loving-kindness they recover their wholeness. 

Thus, for example, the servant of the Jetavana (jetavanaramika ) called Kien ti (Gandaka)742 [Gandaka in 
the Ts'in language means 'cut up']. He was the brother of king Po sseu ni (Prasenajit); he was handsome 
(i abhirupa ), kind ( bhadra ) and endowed with an excellent heart ( kalydndsaya ). A high court lady fell in 
love wih him, called him secretly and asked him to follow her, but Gandaka refused. The lady became very 
angry and slandered him to the king, placing the blame on him. 743 On hearing this, the king had him cut 
into pieces ( gandagandam ) and thrown into a cemetery ( smasana ). As he was not yet dead, a raksas tiger- 
wolf came during the night to feed him. 744 Then the Buddha came to him and shone his rays on him; his 
limbs reunited at once and his heart felt great joy.745 The Buddha preached the Dharma to him and he 
attained the threefold Path ( mdrgatraya ). Taking him by the hand, the Buddha led him to the Jetavana. 
Then Gandaka said: "My body was broken and abandoned; the Buddha has rejoined my limbs; I must 
dedicate my life to him. I give my body to the Buddha and to the samgha of bhikshus." The next day, on 
hearing of this event, king Prasenajit went to the Jetavana and said to Gandaka: "I am sorry for the mistake 
[I have committed] against you; indeed, you are not guilty, I have wrongly punished you; therefore I am 


742 Kien ti may well conceal an original Sanskrit Khandin which also means 'cut up', but Gandaka is attested by the 
Divyavadana, p. 155: He was originally called Kala, but 'as his body had been cut into pieces, his name was changed to 
Gandaka.' Indeed, Kien ti can easily conceal an original Ganda, because Kien (93 and 9) can as well translate gan as 
k(h)an, and ti (64 and 5) probably translates a final di[ka]\ Gandika. 

His story, told here, also occurs with some divergences in detail in the Divyavadana, p. 153-155 (tr. Bumouf, 
Introduction, p. 154-156) and the Mulasarvmastivadin Vinaya, Ken pen chouo ... tsa che T 1451, k. 26,p. 330b-c. 

The same Gandaka, called Ganda in the Pali sources, appears also in another story. The gardener of king Prasenajit, he 
went one day to the palace to offer the king a ripe mango ( ambapakka). But meeting the Buddha on the way who was on 
his begging round, he offered it to him instead. The Buddha ate it at once and gave the seed ( atthi ) to Ananda to plant in 
the garden at the gate of the city. A tree grew out of it immediately to the height of one hundred cubits, laden with flowers 
and fruits. Cf. Jataka, IV, p. 264-265; Dhammapadattha, III, p. 206-208 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, III, p. 41). It was at the 
foot of this mango tree, called Gandamba, that the Buddha accomplished the great miracle of SravastI (cf. Nidanakatha, p. 
88, Milinda, p. 349). 

743 j n ti le Divyavadana and the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya (l.c.), the palace lady threw a garland of flowers ( sragddrna ) 
from the high terrace that fell onto Gandaka; the evil-meaning people went to tell the king that Gandaka had seduced one 
of his ladies. 

744 There is no mention of a tiger-wolf in the other sources. 

743 Here Gandaka is healed by the Buddha's light and this confirms the thesis to be established, that on contact with the 
Buddha's rays, the crippled recover their wholeness. But in the DTvya and the Mulasarvastvadin Vinaya (l.c.) the Buddha 
does not intervene directly in Gandaka's healing. He sends Ananda to restore the young man's hands and feet by 
pronouncing the phrase "Among all beings ... the Tathagata is foremost; among all dhannas .... detachment {virago) is 
foremost; among all assemblies ... the assembly of the Hearers of the Tathagata is foremost." Hardly had these words 
been pronounced than the body of the young man resumed its fonner condition and he attained the state of anagamin. 
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going to give you half of my kingdom as compensation." Gandaka answered: "I am satisfied, O king, you 
are not guilty either: it must be that way as punishment ( vipdka ) for faults [that I have committed] during 
my previous existences ( purvanivdsa ). But today 1 have given my body to the Buddha and the samgha; I 
will not return with you."746 

This is how the crippled who have lost their wholeness recover it when they receive the Buddha's rays. 
This is why [the sutra] says that the crippled recover their wholeness (hfnendriydh paripurnendriya 
bhavanti). They are reestablished as soon as they receive the Buddha's rays. 




[120 b] Sutra : All beings obtained the mind of equanimity (sarvasattvah samacitta bhavanti sma) by 
thinking of one another [with the feelings one would feel] for one's mother ( mdtr ), one's father ( pitr ), one's 
older brother ( bhrdtr ), one's younger brother (kamyabhrdtr), one's older sister ( bhagini ), one's younger 
sister ( kamvyabhagini ), one's relatives (jhdti ), or one's spiritual friend ( kalydnamitra ). They practiced the 
ten wholesome ways of acting ( dasakusalakarmapathasevinas ca bhavanti sma). Pure, remaining celibate, 
they were without faults ( sucayo brahmacdrino nirdmaydh) and were full of bliss like that experienced by 
a bhiksu in the third dhyana ( sarvasukhasamarpitd idrsam sukham pratilabhante sma tadyathdpi ndma 
trtyadhydnasamdpannasya bhiksuh). They approved of wisdom ( prajna ), keeping the precepts (sila), 
mastery of the self ( dama ) and non-violence towards beings (prdnibhutesu avihimsd).! 47 

Sdstra: Question.- These beings had not renounced desire ( avftardga ), were not concentrated ( asamdhita) 
and did not possess the four limitless ones (apramdnacitta); 748 how could they attain an evenness of mind 
(, samacittatd )? 

I. Answer. - This evenness ( samatd ) is not that of concentration; it is absence of hostility ( avaira ) and 
malice (avydpdda) towards all beings. Thanks to this evenness, they consider one another with good 
feelings. Concerning this mind of evenness ( samacitta ), it is said in a sutra: "What is samacitta ? It is to 
consider one another with the feelings one would feel for one's father or mother." 

Question. - Do they consider all beings indiscriminately as their father, mother, elder brother, younger 
brother, older sister or younger sister? 


746 -pijg DIvyavadana adds that he will retire into the Buddha's hermitage and that he will be the Buddha's servant 
( upasthdyaka ). 

747 Th e i as t phrase translates only imperfectly the original Sanskrit of the Pancavimsati, p. 10 and the Satasahasrika, p. 
19: tasminn eva ca samaye evamrupaya .... sadhu pranibhutsv avihimseti: "At that very moment, they were filled with 
such wisdom that they cried: “Long live mastery of the self! Long live the discipline! Long live the practice of the 
religious life! Long live non-violence towards animate beings!" 

748]sj ame iy ! loving-kindness ( maitri ), compassion (karma), joy (mudita) and equanimity ( upeksd ). 
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Answer. - No. They consider old people as their father and mother, large people as their elder brother, 
small people as their younger brother; similarly for elder or younger sister. By the power of samdcitta, 
everybody is considered as a relative ( jnati ). 

Question. - Why call father and mother somebody who is neither father nor mother, etc.? Why call 
somebody who is not a relative a relative? Is that not a falsehood ( mrsdvdda )? 

Answer. - In the course of innumerable generations, all beings have been one's father, mother, elder 
brother, younger brother, elder sister, younger sister and relative. Furthermore, according to the true nature 
(. satyalaksana ) of dharmas, there is no father or mother, no elder or younger brother; but people who are 
submerged in the error of self ( dtmaviparydsdbhinivista ) believe in their existence and thus there is the 
question of father and mother, elder and younger brother. Therefore it is not a lie when, by virtue of a 
wholesome mind ( kusalacitta ), we consider one another [with the feelings we would feel] for a father or 
mother. Finally, there are people who, out of interest, treat as a father someone who is not their father and 
as a mother someone who is not their mother. It is the same for elder brother, younger brother and children. 
There are people who send away their son when he is badly behaved and other families take him in and 
treat him as their own son. 

A stanza says: 

Consider another person's wife (parakalatra ) as a mother, 

Consider the welfare of another ( paradhana ) like fire, 

Consider all beings as your relatives, 

This is what is called the vision of evenness. 

II. [The sutra says that] all beings practice the ten good paths of action ( dasakusaladharmapathasevino 
bhavanti sma). 

1 ) The paths of bodily action ( kdyakannapatha ) are three in number: abstaining ( virati ) from murder 
( prdndtipdta ), theft ( adattdddna ), and wrongful sexual relations ( kdmamithydcdra ). 

2) The paths of vocal action ( vdkkarmapatha ) are four in number: abstaining from falsehood {mrsdvdda), 
slander ( paisunyavdda ), harmful speech ( parusyavdda ) and thoughtless speech {sambhinnapraldpa). 

3) The paths of mental action ( manaskarmapatha ) are three in number: abstaining from envy {abhidhyd), 
spitefulness (y ydpdda) and wrong views (mithyadrsti). 749 

Every path of action, from abstention from murder to abstention from wrong views, involves four 
subdivisions: not to kill beings oneself, not to order others to kill, praising ( prasamsa ) those who do not 
kill, rejoicing ( anumodand ) when one does not kill. 

[120 c] Question. - The last three paths of action, [abstaining from envy, spitefulness and wrong views] 
are not actions, whereas the first seven are actions. Then why speak of 'ten paths of action'? 


749 Th ese ten karmapatha are listed in the same way in Anguttara, V, p. 261, 266-267; Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 1052), k. 37, 
p. 274c; Mahavyutpatti, no. 1685-1698; Kosha, IV, p. 168. See Rhys Davids-Stede, s.v. kammapatha. 
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Answer. - Because they are often resorted to, they are rightly called 'paths of action'. Although the last 
three may not be actions, they can give rise to actions; this is why they are called paths of action as a whole 
(samasatah). 

III. [The sutra continues]: "Pure, observing chastity, they are without fault" ( sucayo brahmcdrino 
niramayah). 

Question. - We have just said that these beings practiced the ten wholsome paths of action and the 
argument is satisfactory. Why add that they are pure and practice chastity? 

Answer. - There are beings who practice the ten wholsome paths of action and who have not cut through 
their sensual desire. Here we are also praising those who observe the conduct of king Brahma 
(brahmacarya, in the sense of chastity). Because they have cut through lust, [the sutra] says that they are 
'pure, chaste and without fault'. People who practice impurity have an ugly malodorous body. This is why 
we praise those who have cut through their sensual desire by saying that they are without fault ( nirdmaya ). 

IV. [The sutra says] that they were full of bliss ( sarvasukhasamarpita ). 

Question. - What is bliss ( sukha )? 

Answer. - This bliss is of two types, internal bliss ( ddhydtimkasukha ) and the bliss of nirvana 
( nirvanasukha ). This bliss is not the result of the five coarse objects (rajas-). This mental bliss ( cittasukha ) 
is like water from a spring that gushes forth spontaneously from the rocks and does not come from the 
outside. By practicing the mind of evenness ( samacitta ), by observing chastity (brahmacarya), by 
practicing the ten wholesome paths of action (dasakusalakarmapatha), one is pure (suci) and faultless: this 
is what is called internal bliss. 

Question. - To what realm (dhdtu) does this bliss belong? Does it belong to the desire realm (kdmadhdtu), 
the form realm (rupadhdtu) or the formless realm ( drupyadhdtu )? 

Answer. - This bliss both belongs to and does not belong to the desire realm (kdmadhdtu)-, it does not 
belong to the form realm or the formless realm. The sutra says that it is 'like that experienced by a bhiksu 
entered into the third dhyana' (tadyathapi ndma trtyadhydnasamdpannasya bhiksoh). If this bliss belonged 
to the form realm ( rupadhdtu ), the sutra would not have used this comparison ( upamdna ); that is why we 
know that it does not belong to the form realm. It is a matter here of a mind of the desire realm 
(kdmadhdtucitta) that produces a joy filling the entire body; it is like a warm joy that floods the body, 
makes it flexible (snigdha), soft and happy (sukha). Those who are without bonds (anavacara) discover 
the nature (laksana) of Prajnaparamita; they see that all dharmas are unborn (anutpanna) and unceasing 
(aniruddha); they acquire real wisdom (prajnd) and their mind is without attachment (asahga). The bliss of 
the signless (dnimittasukha) is the absence of bonds. 

Question. - The Buddha has said that nirvana is the supreme bliss (nirvanam paramam sukham);7 50 why 
do you speak here about the bliss of the third dhyana ( trtryadhdnasukha )? 


750 p or exam ple, i n the well-known stanza of the Magandiyasutta (Majjhima, I, p. 508; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 38, p. 
672b): 
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Answer. 751 - There are two types of bliss, the bliss that involves feeling ( saveditasukha ) and the bliss that 
involves the abandonment of feeling ( veditanirodhasukha ). In the latter, the five aggregates 
(pahcaskandha) are completely eliminated and there is no further rebirth; this is the bliss of nirvana- 
without-residue (nirupadhisesanirvanasukha). But the bliss of the mind ( cittdnanda ) that suppresses 
displeasure ( arati ) and the afflictions ( klesa ) is called pleasant feeling ( sukhavedana ) and the fullness of 
the pleasant feeling ( sukhavedanaparipuri ) occurs in the third dhyana. This is why [the bliss which these 
people experience] is compared to that of the third dhyana. 

Question. - The first and second dhyanas involve a pleasant feeling as well: why does the sutra speak only 
of the third dhyana? 

Answer. - Bliss is lesser ( avara ), medium ( madhya ) and greater ( agra ). The lesser bliss is that of the first 
dhyana, the medium bliss is that of the second dhyana, the greater bliss is that of the third dyana. 

In the first dhyana it is twofold: the faculty of pleasure ( sukhendriya ) and the faculty of satisfaction 
( saumanasayendriya ), namely, the faculty of pleasure associated with the [first] five consciousnesses 
(pahcavijhanasamprayuktaka sukhendriya) and the faculty of satisfaction associated with the mental 
consciousness ( manovijhdnasamprayukataka saumansasyendriya). 

[121 a] In the second dhyana, there is the faculty of satisfaction associated with the mental consciousness 
(manovijhdnasamprayuktaka saumasyendriya). 

In the third dhyana there is the pleasure associated with the mental consciousness 
(manovijhdnasamprayuktaka sukhendriya). 

In all the threefold world (traidhdtuka), with the exception of the third dhyana, this faculty of pleasure 
associated with the mental consciousness is absent. The [first] five consciousnesses (pahcavijhdna) are 
unable to conceive ( vikalpand) things; they do not know their names (ndma) or their symbols (samketa) or 
their marks ( nimitta ). At the moment it is produced, the visual consciousness ( caksurvijhdna ) is like a first 
indication; but it is the mental consciousness arising later [that knows the thing]. This is why the faculty of 
pleasure associated with the first five consciousnesses (pahcavijhanasamprayuktaka sukhendriya) is 
unable to perfect ( paripr ) happiness; it is the faculty of pleasure associated with the mental consciousness 
(manovijhdnasamprayuktaka sukhendriya) that perfects bliss. Consequently if, in the third dhyana, the 
qualities (guna) are few in number, bliss (sukha) abounds. It is not vimoksa, abhibhvayatana or 
krtsnayatana which surpasses this third dhyana, for they themselves lack this bliss. This is why the sutra 
compares the [bliss of these beings] to that experienced by a bhikshu in the third dhyana. 

V. [The sutra says]: "They approve of wisdom ( prajhd ), keeping the precepts (silo), mastery of the self 
(dama) and non-violence toward others (prdnibhutesv avihimsd).” 

Question. - Having spoken of the bliss [which they experience], why does the sutra say that they approve 
of wisdom? 


Arogyaparamd labha nibbanam paramam sukharn / 
citthahgiko ca magganam khemam amatagdminam // 

751 p or qq s en q re explanation, see Kosa, VIII, p. 150 seq., where there are some refereces. 
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Answer. - Those who have not found bliss ( sukha ) can still acquire qualities ( guna ); but when they have 
found it, attachment to bliss ( sahgasukha ) dominates and they no longer acquire qualities. This is why, 
immediately after this bliss, they set their minds to the approval of wisdom Those who approve wisdom 
keep the precepts, master themselves and do no harm to others. 

Question. - Keeping the precepts is 'mastering oneself and 'not harming others'; why add this useless 
comment? 

Answer. - Purity of body and sppech ( kdyavdkkausalya ) constitutes 'keeping the precepts'; setting one's 
mind on the wholesome is 'mastering oneself and also 'not harming others'. All these qualities are included 
in the section on morality ( sflaskandha ), the section on concentration ( samddhiskandha ) and the section on 
wisdom ( prajndskandha).! 52 Keeping the precepts constitutes the sflaskandha ; mastering oneself 
constitutes the samddhiskandha ; not harming others - loving-kindness ( maitrf) in the course of dhyana and 
other qualities (guna) - constitutes the prajndskanda. 

Question. - Nobody boasts about hating the precepts. Why does the siitra say that the beings [whom it 
praises here] approve the observing of the precepts? 

Answer. - There are some brahmins attached to worldly things ( lokadharmdsakta ) who say: "Leaving 
home, observing the precepts, those are the deeds of a casteless person. Dedicating one's life to acquiring 
wealth (dhana) and accumulating qualities (guna), that is what is good. How can a mendicant ( pravrajita ) 
who begs for his food and makes no personal effort acquire qualities?" This is how they criticize those who 
keep the precepts. 

There are also people attached to political institutions who criticize the partisans of self-mastery (dama). 
They say: "People should govern the world by law. Rewarding good and punishing evil is an inviolable 
principle. There is great profit in never forgetting to pay respect to one's parents, establishing laws and 
helping one's neighbor. Why should one be limited to improving oneself, mastering oneself, without doing 
anything about putting the disordered world into order, or helping those in need?" This is how they 
criticize the partisans of self-mastery. 

Finally, there are people who criticize the partisans of non-violence towards beings (prdnibhfitesv 
avihimsd) by saying: "They do not punish the wicked, they [121b] do not arrest thieves or chastise rogues; 
they show no severity towards the guilty; they are unable to repel an offense or put aside difficulties. What 
is the use of preserving profitless silence?" This is how they criticize the partisans of non-violence toward 
beings. They also say: 

Why does a man without energy 

Come into the world? 

He does not avoid his own difficulties. 

He is like a wooden statue fixed in the ground. 

75“ These three skandhas, sila, samadhi and prajhd are the three elements constituting the Path. See for example 
Anguttara, I, p. 291. 
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With evil words like these, they criticize non-violence toward beings. 

But the gods and men [with whom the sutra is concerned] all approve of wisdom, observation of the 
precepts, mastery of oneself and non-violence toward beings. Practicing these good dharmas, [they enjoy] 
peace of body and mind ( kdyacittayogaksema ) and the fearlessnesses ( vaisdradya ); they are without worry 
and without anger; they have a good reputation; they are beloved by people; they are going towards entry 
into nirvana. When their life reaches its end and they think about their merits, they feel neither sorrow nor 
remorse. If they do not attain nirvana, they are reborn in the Buddha universes or in the heavens ( svarga ). 
This is why the sutra say that they approve wisdom, keeping the precepts, self-mastery and non-violence 
toward beings. 


ACT VI 

Sutra'. Then the Bhagavat, seated on the lion-seat, mastered the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu by his 
brilliance, his color, his beauty and his splendor, and extended [his domination] as far as universes of the 
ten directions as numerous as the sands of the Ganges, in the same way that Sumeru, king of the 
mountains, surpasses all the mountains by its brilliance, its color, its beauty and its splendor (Atha khalu 
Bhagavdms tasminn eva simhasane nisannah imam trisahasramahasahasram lokadhdtum abhibhuya 
tisthati... dbhayd varnena sriyd tejasd ca, ydvad dasadiksu gahgdnadTvblukopamdn lokadhatun abhibhuya 
tisthati. tadyathdpi ndma Sumeruhparvatarajah sarvaparvatan abhibhuya tisthati... dbhayd varnenasriya 
tejasd ca). 

Sdstra : Question.- By means of what power ( bala ) does he thus dominate all beings with his brilliance, 
beauty and splendor? The cakravrtin kings, the devas and the aryas also have power, brilliance and beauty; 
why speak only of the Buddha's superiority here? 

Answer. - Although these aryas have brilliance and beauty, theirs are limited like the stars that are dimmed 
and disappear at sunrise (suryodaya). For numberless [k. 9, 121c] asamkhyeyakalpas the Buddha has 
accumulated great qualities and all the accumulations ( sambhdra ); and because his merits ( hetupratyaya ) 
are great, his retribution ( vipdkaphala ) also is great. This is not the case for other men. 

Moreover, from age to age the Buddha has practiced the austerities ( duskaracaryd ) beyond measure or 
limit; unceasingly he has sacrificed his head, his eyes, his marrow and a fortiori, his kingdom, his wealth, 
his wife and his children. Having, from age to age, cultivated all types of morality (silo), patience ( ksdnti ), 
energy (virya), dhyana, and acquired incomparable ( anupama ), pure ( visuddha ), unchangeable ( avikdta ) 
and inexhaustible ( aksaya ) wisdom ( prajna ), his accumulations ( sambhdra ) were complete. By the power 
of retribution, he has obtained [as result] an incalculable powerful superiority. This is why we have said 
that when the merits are large, the reward also is large. 

Question. - If the miraculous power ( rddhibala ) of the Buddha is immense, if his beauty and grandeur are 
ineffable ( avdchaya ), why would he have to undergo the retribution of the nine sins (navdppativipdka)? 753 


753 


First, here is a series of references to these nine torments of the Buddha of which the majority were illnesses: 
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1) SundarVs slander. - At the instigation of the heretics, Sundarl went to the Jetavana in the evening, announcing to those 
who questioned her that she was going to spend the night in the Buddha's cell. Actually, she went to stay in the 
parivrajakas' monastery, but the next day she made it appear as if she was coming back from the Jetavana. After a few 
days, the heretics had her killed and hid her body under a heap of rubbish near the Jetavana; then they announced her 
disappearance to king Prasenajit. A search was carried out and the corpse of Sundarl was found near the Gandhakuti cell 
of the Buddha. The heretics placed her body on a litter and carried it about in the city of Sravasti, crying: "See the work 
of the Sakya monks!" The bhiksus were all insulted, but the Buddha annouced to them that the public uprising would end 
in seven days. The murderers were found by the king and confessed having been hired by the heretics who were forced to 
retract their accusation against the Buddha and his monks. 

Pali sources: Udana. p/ 43-45 (tr. Seidenstiicker, p. 66-69); Apadana, p. 229, v. 6; Jataka, II, p. 415-417 (tr. Burlingame, 
Legends, III, p. 189-191); Udana Comm., p. 256; Suttanipata Comm., II, p. 528. 

Chinese sources: Hing k'i hing king, T 197 (no. 1), k. 1, p. 164b- 165c; Yi tsou king, T 198 (no. 3), k. 1, p. 176b-177c; Ta 
pao tsi king, T 310, k. 28, p. 54cl8; P'ou sa chou t'ai king, T 384, k. 7, p. 1056b, (where Sundarl is called Sundaranandl); 
Po king tch'ao, T 790, p. 729bl; Ken pen chouo... yao che, T 1448, k. 18, p. 95a5 (where Sundarl is called Mei yong); 
Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 6, p. 899c (re. Beal, II, p. 7-8; tr. Watters, I, p. 389). 

2) Slander by Cinca. - See above. 

3) Rock thrown by Devadatta. - Pali sources: Vinaya, II, p. 193 (tr. Rh. D.- Oldenberg, III, p. 243): atha kho Devadatto 
Gijjhakutam abhiruhitvcimahantam .... bhagavatopdde ruhiram uppadesi. - Apadana, I, p. 300, v. 136 (tr. Rhys Davids, I, 
p. 193). 

Chinese sources: Hing k'i hing king, T 197 (no. 7), k. 2, p. 170b-c; P'ou sa chou t'ai king, T 384, k. 7, p. 1055c; Ken pen 
chouo... yao che T 1448, k. 18, p. 94al3; Fa hien, tr. Legge p. 83; Hiuan tsang in Watters, Travels, II, p. 152; Yi tsing in 
Chavannes, Religieux eminents, p. 155. 

4) Wound caused by khadira thorn. - Dasabala Kasyapa took care of the Buddha's foot wounded by an acacia thorn. 
Sanskrit sources: $addarsanasamuccaya, ed. Suall, p. 26: Sugatah kadacid bhiksam atatyamdnah .... pdde viddho 'smi 
bhiksavah. 

Pali source: Apadana, I,p. 300, v. 22. 

Chinese sources: Hing k'i hing king, T 107 (no. 6), k. 1, p. 168a-l70b; Tsapao tsang king, T. 203 (no. 80), k. 7, p. 481a-b 
(tr. Chavannes, Contes, III, p. 78); Ta pao tsi king, T 310, k. 28, p. 154cl4; P'ou sa chou t'ai king, T 384, k. 7, p. 1056b; 
Ken pen chou... yao che, T 1448, k. 18, p. 94bl4. 

5) Headache. - The Buddha suffered a headache at the time of the massacre of the Sakyas by Virudhaka, in Pali 
Vidudabha. The Pali sources, which essentially are confirmed by the Sanskrit and Chinese sources, tell that Pasenadi, 
king of Kosala, had a son, Vidudabha, whose mother was a young slave named Vasabhakhattiya, the natural daughter of 
Mahanaman, the successor to Suddhodana at Kapilavastu. Vasabhakhattiya had been fraudulently affianced by the 
Sakyas. When the trick was subsequently discovered and Vidudabha was treated as 'the son of a slave' by the Sakyas, he 
vowed to avenge himself. With the help of his general DIgha Karayana, he dethroned his father Pasenadi, who fled from 
Sravasti to take refuge with his fonner enemy Ajatasattu. Vidudabha marched against Kapilavastu and, despite the 
intervention of the Buddha who three times succeeded in stopping the operations, he finally took the city and massacred 
the entire Sakya clan. But he himself perished miserably as a result. In the Sanskrit sources, Vidudabha, his mother 
Vasabhakhattiya and his minister DIgha Karayana, appear under the names of Virusaka, Malika (or Mallika) and DIrgha 
Carayana respectively. 

The story of the massacre of the Sakyas may be found: in Pali, in Jataka, IV, p. 144-153, and Dhammapadattha, I, p.337- 
361 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, II, p. 30-46; - in Sanskrit, in Avadanakalpalaya: ch. XI, Virudhakavaddna (vol. I, p. 352- 
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393); in Chinese, in Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 26, p. 690a-693c; Lieou tou tsi king, T 152 (no. 54), k. 5, p. 30b-32a (tr. 
Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 202-212); Fa kiu p'i yu king, T 211, k. 1, p. 583b; Tch'ou yao king, T 212, k. 3, p. 624b-625a; 
Liaou li wang king, T 513, vol. XIV, p. 783b-785b; Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 21, p. 141; Ken pen chouo... tsa che, T 1451, 
k. 8-9, p. 239b-242a; Fa hien, tr. Legge, p. 67; Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 6, p. 900b and p. 901b-c (tr. Watters, 
Travels, I, p. 395-396; II, p. 8-9); - in Tibetan in Rockhill, Life, p. 112-122. 

The headache from which the Buddha suffered on this occasion is mentioned in Apadana, I, p. 300, v. 24; Udana Comm., 
p. 264; Lieou tou tsi king, T 152, k. 5, p. 31b3-4; Hing k'i hing king, T 197 (no. 3), k. 1, p. 166c-167a; P'ou sa chou t'ai 
king, T 384, k. 7, p. 1056b; Ken pen chouo... yao che, T 1448, k. 18,p. 96c9. 

6) Eating horse feed. - See above. 

7) Backache. - The brahmin Devahita had to heal the Buddha when he suffered from a backache caused by a disturbance 
of the wind element. He had Upavasa massage him with warn water. 

Sources: Samyutta, I, p. 174-175 (tr. Geiger, I, p. 173-274); Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 1181), k. 44, p. 4319b; T 100 (no. 95), k. 
5, p. 407b; Hing k'i hing king, T 197 (no. 3), k. 1, p. 167c-168a; Ken pen chouo... yao che, T 1448, k. 18, p. 96c23 (tr. 
Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 423-424); Ta tche tou louen, T 1509, k. 26, p. 249c; DTgha, III, p. 209; Majjhima, I, p. 354; 
Samyutta, IV, p. 184. 

8) Six years of austerities. - A well-known period in the Buddha's life; see the fine study of the sources by J. Dutoit, Die 
Duskaracatya des Bodhisattva, Strassburg, 1905. 

9) Return with empty bowl. - See above. 

The Mpps will return to these sufferings endured by the Buddha at k. 27, p. 261a. 

From this brief summary of the sources, we see that the most authentic texts attribute a series of sufferings and illnesses to 
the Buddha. How can such a perfect being be subject to suffering? This is a problem which scholasticism has attempted to 
answer. 

a. The first explanation, and the one most conforming to the theory of retribution of actions, is that by these tonnents and 
sicknesses, the Buddha was expiating the faults of his previous existences. This is the explanation given in various texts: 
The Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1448, k. 18, p. 94-96, tells a series of misdeeds of which the Buddha was guilty in his 
earlier lifetimes and which, in the course of his last lifetime, earned him the following inconveniences: ( 1 ) Rock thrown 
by Devadatta (p. 94a); (2) Wound caused by a thorn (p. 94b); (3) Return with empty bowl (p. 94c); ( 4) Slander by Sundarl 
(p. 95a); (5) Slander by Cinca (p. 95b); ( 6) Eating horse feed (p. 96a); (7) Six years of austerities (p. 96b); (8) Illnesses (p. 
96b); ( 9 ) Headache (p. 96c); {10) Backache (p. 96c). Same list of misdeeds in the Pali Apadana; I, p. 299-301, section no. 
387, entitled Pubbakammapiloto. They earned the Buddha the following punishments: ( 1 ) Slander by Sundarl (v. 6); (2) 
Slander by Cinca (v. 9); (3) Rock thrown by Devadatta (v. 16); ( 4 ) Hired assassins sent by Devadatta to kill the Buddha 
(v. 18; cf. Vinaya, II, p. 191-193); (5) Nalagiri, the elephant, sent against the Buddha by Devadatta (v. 20; a famous 
often-told episode, e.g., Vinaya, II, p. 194-196; Jataka, V, p. 333-337; Avadanasataka, I, p. 177-181; {6) Wound caused 
by thorn (v. 22); (7) Headache (v. 24); (8) Eating horse feed (v. 26); (9) Backache (v. 27); {10) Dysentery (v. 28); {11) 
Six years of austerities (v. 30). Kang Mong siang, a monk of Sogdian birth who went to China to Lo Yang in 194 A.D., 
translated into Chinese a sutra entitled Hing k'i hing king (T 197) which, according to some catalogues, is a text of the 
Samyuktapitaka. This work contains ten stories telling the earlier actions which the Buddha had to expiate in the course 
of his last lifetime by ten sufferings: (7) Sundaffs slander (T 197, p. 164); (2) Slander by Cho mi po (p. 166); (3) 
Headache (p. 166); (4) Rheumatism (p. 167); (5) Backache (p. 167); {6) Wound by thorn (p. 168); (7) Rock thrown by 
Devadatta (p. 170); ( 8 ) Cinca's slander (p. 170); (9) Eating horse feed (p. 170); {10) Six years of austerities (p. 172). 

It was most certainly from these works or other similar works that the objections raised in the Mpps were borrowed for 
the "List of nine sins" of the Buddha. 
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1 ) The brahmacarim Souen t'o li (Sundari) slandered ( abhyakhyati ) the Buddha, and five hundred arhats 
wiped out the slander. 


All these texts agree that the Buddha, despite his perfection, remained subject to retribution for his past actions or, as the 
Divyavadana expresses it, "The Victorious Ones themselves are not freed from their actions" ( karmabhis te 'pi Jinci 
muktdh). 

b. But it was not long before such a radical application of the law of karma to the case of the Buddha was shocking. Two 
compromises have been found: 

The first consists of saying that, whatever his experiences may be, the Buddha feels only pleasant feelings. Cf. the 
Devadahasutta (Majjhima, II, p. 227; Tchong a han, T 25 (no. 19): "If beings feel pleasure or pain as a result of their past 
actions, then, O monks, the Tathagata has done good actions since, at the moment, he is experiencing pure and pleasant 
feelings" ( sace, bhikkhave, sattdpubbekatahetu sukhadukham .... anasava sukhd vedana vedeti). 

Another compromise comments that, besides the torments and illnesses resulting from past actions, there are others that 
are simply due to the present physical conditions. This is what the Buddha himself explained to SIvaka in Samyutta, IV, 
p. 230-231 (cf. Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 977), k. 35, p. 252c-253a; T 100 (no. 211), k. 11, p. 432b-c). Without saying it 
explicitly, this sutra seems to mean that the Buddha is subject only to illnesses reulting from physical conditions (cf. P. 
Dcmieville in Hobogirin, Byo, p. 234. This, indeed, is the thesis of the Milinda, p. 134-136, which recalls the Buddha's 
illnesses - wounding of the foot, dysentery (DIgha, II, p. 128, body problems (Vinaya, I, p. 178-180), wind sickness 
(Samyutta, I, p. 174) - only to affirm immediately that none of the feelings experienced by the Buddha come from action 
(na -tthi Bhagavato kammavipakaja vedana). 

c. For the Greater Vehicle whose ideas the Mpps is expressing here the Buddha's illnesses are simulated illnesses. 
Superior to the world ( lokattara ), the Buddha conforms to the world ( lokdnuvaratana) and simulates illness in order to 
console suffering humanity and assure its conversion by this soteriological artifice ( upaya ). A text of the Ratnakuta, T 
310, k. 28, p. 134c is especially clear: How do the bodhisattva mahasattvas understand the intentional teaching 
( samdhdyabhasita ) of the Tathagata? The bodhisattva mahasattvas are skillful in precisely understanding the profound 
and secret meaning hidden in the sutras. O son of noble family, when I prophecy the attainment of supreme perfect 
enlightenment to the sravakas, that is not correct; when I say to Ananda that I have a backache, that is not correct; when I 
say to the bhiksus: "I am old, you should find an assistant ( upasthayaka ) for me", that is not correct. O son of noble 
family, it is not correct that in several places the Tathagata triumphed over the tlrthikas and their systems one after 
another; it is not correct that an acacia thorn ( khadirakantaka ) wounded the Tathagata in the foot. When the Tathagata 
says: "Devadatta was my hereditary enemy, he pursued me ceaselessly and tried to deceive me", that is not correct. It is 
not correct that the Tathagata, entering SravastI, made a begging-round in Cho li ye (Sala), the village of the brahmins, 
and returned with empty bowl. It is not correct that Cincamanavika and Sundari, attaching a wooden bowl to her belly 
[pretending to be pregnant] slandered the Buddha. It is not correct that the Tathagata, once dwelling in the land of 
Veranja where he had accepted the invitation of the brahmin Veranja, spent the three months of varsa eating only barley 
( yava )." Ibid., k. 108, p. 604b (tr. in Hobogirin, Byo, p. 235: "Just as when a pharmacist, able to cure all the sicknesses 
but who himself is free of them, takes a bitter drug to persuade sick people to take it following his example, so the 
Tathagata, although he has destroyed in himself all the sicknesses of the afflictions and has the sovereign mastery of all 
the dharmas, carries out such and such a bad action to obtain such and such a retribution and actualize such and such a 
factor, in order that beings avoid every obstacle of action and cultivate the practices of purity." - The same ideas are 
expressed in the Vimalaklrtinirdesasutra, T 475, of which the Mpps will give a lengthy extract. 
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2) The brahmam Tchan did (Cinca) attached [to her belly] a wooden bowl ( darumandalika ) pretending she 
was pregnant, and slandered the Buddha. 

3) T'i p'o ta (Devadatta) pushed down a rock (Gild) to crush the Buddha and wounded him on his big toe 
( padmamgusta ). 

4) While walking in the woods, the Buddha hurt his foot. 

5) When king P'i leou li (Vimdhaka) and his army massacred the Sakyas, the Buddha had a headache 
(svrsadukha). 

6) Having accepted the invitation of the brahmin A k'i ta to (Agnidatta), the Buddha had to eat horse feed 
( yava ). 

7) As a result of a cold wind, the Buddha had a backache (prslhaduhkha). 

8) For six months, he practiced austerities (duskaracaryd). 

9) Having gone to a brahmin village ( brahmanagrama ) to beg for food, he received nothing and returned 
with an empty bowl ( dhautapdtrena ). 

Moreover, in winter ( hemanta ), in the eight nights that precede and follow [the foil moon],754 a cold wind 
(sTlavayu) smashed the bamboos ( venu ). The Buddha took three robes ( tricfvara ) to protect himself against 
the cold.755 During the oppressive heat, Ananda was behind him and fanned ( vijati ) the Buddha.756 The 


754 The characters ts'ien heou pa ye 'the eight nights that precede and follow' translate, without a doubt, the Pali 
expression rattisu anta' atthakasu which is found, e.g., in Vinaya, I, p. 31, 288; Majjhima, I, p. 79; Anguttara, I, p. 136, 
and which means 'during the nights that extend between the eight ( ashtakd ), i.e., between the eighth day before and the 
eighth day after the foil moon. (Cf. Rhys Davids-Stede, s.v. attaka). 

755 An allusion to an episode told in the Vinayas. According to its custom, the Mpps follows the Sarvastivadin Vinaya, 
Che song liu, T 1435, k. 27, p. 195a: Knowing that the bhiksus had many robes and that these numerous garments 
hindered their travel, the Buddha wanted to place a limit ( maryada ) on them. He said to Ananda: "I would like to travel to 
the land of Vaisall." Ananda obeyed and followed the Buddha. It was in winter, during the nights [that precede and 
follow] the astaka\ a cold wind was smashing the bamboos. Then the Buddha put on one robe ( civara ). During the first 
watch of the night ( yama ), the Buddha walked in the desert. In the second watch, the Buddha was cold and said to 
Ananda: "Give me a second robe." Ananda gave a second robe to the Buddha who put it on and continued to walk in the 
desert. When the third watch came, the Buddha was cold and said to Ananda: "Give me a third robe." Ananda gave him a 
third robe which he put on and continued to walk in the desert. Then he thought: "The bhiksus should have enough 
robes." When the samgha came together, he said to the bhiksus: "Starting from today, I allow you to use three robes 
(tricivara), no more and no less. In having less, that will be a duskita transgression; in having more, that will be a 
nihsargikapdtayantika transgression." 

The agreement in the details (cold wind smashing the bamboo, etc.) reveals the close interconnection between the Mpps 
and the Sarvastivadin Vinaya. The other Vinayas tell the story in somewhat the same way: 

In the Mahlshasaka Vinaya (Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 20, p. 136a), the Buddha was travelling between Vaisall and the 
Capala cetiya; in the Dharmagupta Vinaya (Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 49, p. 856c-857a), he was spending the night in the 
open air in a retreat, the name of which is not given. The Pali Vinaya, I, p. 288 (tr. Rh.D. - Oldenberg, II, p. 210-212) tells 
that the Buddha, who had gone from Rajagrha to Vaisall, spent the night in the Gotamaka cetiya, seated in the open air. 
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Buddha therefore underwent the small sufferings of this world. If the Buddha has immense miraculous 
power ( rddhibala ), if he dominates the trisashramahasahasralokadhatu and universes as numerous as the 
sands of the Ganges in the ten directions ( dis -), the east, south, west and north, in the four intermediate 
directions ( vidis -) and in the zenith and the nadir thus by his brilliance ( dbhd ), his color (varna), his beauty 
(snj and his splendor ( tejas -), why does he submit to the retribution for his sins ( dpattivipdka )? 

Answer. - 1 ) Dwelling among men, born from human parents, the Buddha has so much strength that one of 
his fingers ( angulisamdhi ) surpasses the strength of a hundred thousand prabedakoti of white elephants 
( pandaragaja ); the power of his superknowledges ( abhijnd ) is immense ( apramana ), incalculable 
(i asamkyeya ) and inconceivable ( acintya ). The son of king Suddhodana was revulsed by old age (jam), 
sickness ( vyddhi ) and death ( marana ), left home ( pravrajita ) and attained Buddhahood. Can we say that 
such a man will undergo the retribution of sins and be tormented by cold (sita), heat ( usna ), etc? If the 
miraculous power of the Buddha is immense, if he possesses such miraculous qualities (acintyadharma), 
how could he suffer from cold, heat, etc? 

2) Furthermore, the Buddha has two bodies ( kdya ): a body of essence ( dharmatakdya ) and a body born 
from father and mother ( pitrmdtrjakdya ). The essential body fills the ten directions of space; it is immense 
(apramana), infinite ( ananta ), handsome (abhirupa), charming (prasddika), adorned with the major and 
minor marks (laksandnuvyanjandlamkrta), with immense rays (apramanarasmi) and with immense voice 
(i apramdnasvara ); the assembly (samgha) that listens to his preaching also fills space (this assembly is also 
his essential body and is not [122a] visible to samsaric people. Ceaselessly he emits various bodies (kdya) 
with various names (ndman), of various births (janmasthdna), with various skillful means (updya) to save 
beings. He is always seeking to save everybody, never stopping for a moment. It is by means of this 
essential body that the Buddha saves beings of the universes of the ten directions. To undergo the 
retribution of sins is the business of the Buddha's body of birth (janmakdyabuddha ). The Buddha of birth 
body preaches the Dharma in stages as if it were a human body. Since there are two sorts of Buddha, it is 
not a mistake that the Buddha experiences the retribution for wrongdoings. 

3) Furthermore, when the Buddha attains Buddhahood, he eliminates all the bad dharmas (akusaladharma) 
within himself and acquires all the good dharmas (kusaladharma). How then could he really suffer the 
punishment of the bad dharmas? It is only out of compassion (anukampa) for the beings of future 
generations (andgatajanmasattva) that he resorts to this means (updya) by pretending to suffer the 
retribution of sins. 


Feeling cold, he put on four robes successively and not three as in the other sources. Nevertheless, he allowed the monks 
only three robes (tidvara): the samghati. the uttarasanga and the antaravasaka. Here are extracts from this Vinaya: 

Atha kho bhagava anupubbena carikm carcimdno yena Vesdli tad avasari, tatra sudam .... ekacciyam uttarasngam 
ekacciyam antaravasakan ti. 

756 The Buddha was often fanned by his disciples; the scene is always described in the following words: for example, 
Avadanasataka, II, p. 194: tena khalu amayenayusman Sariputro bhagavatah prsthatah shito 'bhud vyajanam grhitva 
bhagavantam vijayan. Corresponding Pali phrase, e.g., Majjhima, I, p. 501: tena kho pana samayena ayasmd Sdriputto 
bhagavato pitthito thito oti bhaganatam vyamano. 
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4) Furthermore, A ni lou teou (Aniruddha) received an immense reward for having given food to a 
pratyekabuddha;757 whatever food he thought of he found at will.758 How then could the Buddha, who 
from one lifetime to the next has cut off his flesh ( mdrnsa), dug into his marrow ( majja ) to make a gift of it 
to others, find nothiing when he begged for his food and returned with an empty bowl (, dhautapatrena )? 
This is why we know that it is the skillful means of the Buddha who [pretends] to undergo retribution for 
sins in order to save beings. 

What is this skillful means ( upayafl In the future, in the fivefold assembly, there will be Buddhists 
(, Sdkyaputra ) who, having acquired but little merit by their lack of generosity ( danapunyahmatvdt ), will get 
nothing when they go to beg for their means of livelihood (, djfva ); the lay people ( avadatavasana ) will say 
to them: "You who cannot obtain robes (dvara ) and food (, ahara ), you cannot cure your own sicknesses 
( yyadhi)\ How will you be able to find the Path ( marga ) and care for the welfare of beings?" [Thanks to 
this skillful means of the Buddha], the fivefold assembly will be able to answer: "We have no means of 
existence, but that is of little importance; we have the meritorious qualities inherent in the practice of the 
Path ( margacarya ). Our actual suffering is the punishment for sins of our past lifetimes, but the reward for 
our actual virtues will come later. Our great teacher, the Buddha himself, went into a brahmin village 


757 j n a previous lifetime, Aniruddha had been a poor man named Annabhara (in the Pali sources); one day when he was 
cutting grass for his master Sumana (Pali sources) or gathering dead wood to earn his living (Chinese sources), he saw a 
pratyekabuddha who was returning with an empty bowl and gave him some coarse broth. As a retribution for this 
generosity, he was reborn seven times among the TrayastrPsa gods, was a cakravartin king seven times, and was finally 
reborn in his last lifetime in a wealthy Sakya family. 

Pali sources: Theragatha, v. 910-911 (tr. Rh. D., Brethren, p.329-330); Theragatha Comm., II, p. 65; Dhammapadatha, 
IV, p. 120-121 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, III, p. 264-265). 

Sanskrit sources: Karmavibhanga, p. 66-67; Kosavyakhya, p. 424, 1. 29. Chinese sources: Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 66), k. 
13, , p. 508c-509a (cf. P. Dcmieville in BEFEO, XXX, 1920, p. 161); Kou lai che che king, T 44, p. 829b; Tsa pao tang 
king, T 203 (no. 50, p. 470c-471a (tr. Chavannes, Contes , III, p. 51); Kosha, IV, p. 190; P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 20, p. 99b; 
King liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 13, p. 68a-b. 

These various texts do not agree on the name of the pratyekabuddha: he is called Tagarasikhin in the Kosavyakhya, 
Uparistha in the Karmavibhanga, Uparittha in the Threragatha and the Dhammapadattha, Wou houan 'Without 
misfortune' ( Arishta) in the Kou lai che che king, P'i li tch'a (64 and 5; 75 and 6; 30 and 3) giving a possible Sanskrit 
Preksa) in the King liu yi siang. - According to the Tsa pao tsang king, this pratyekabuddha was the elder brother of the 
future Aniruddha. 

7^8 j n this regard, see the following story told by the Dhammapadattha, I, p. 134 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, I, p. 231): 
Aniruddha was raised in such luxury that he never heard the word: "There is no more" ( n'atthi). One day when he was 
playing ball ( gida ) with six Sakya youths, he lost the game and had to pay for the cakes (puva). He asked his mother to 
send him some. As he continued to lose, his mother's supply was exhausted and his mother had to say to him: "There are 
no more cakes" ( puvam n'atthi). Aniruddha, who did not know the phrase "There are no more", thought that it meant a 
type of cake and he answered his mother: "Send me some 'there are no more' cakes." To make him understand, his mother 
then sent him an empty golden bowl ( tuccha suvannapdti), but the protector deities of the city, wanting to spare 
Aniruddha any deception, filled it with celestial cakes. After that, each time that Aniruddha asked for cakes, his mother 
sent him an empty bowl which the gods filled up in passing. 

There is a pale reflection of this charming little story in the Tsa pao tsang king, T 203,, k. 4, p. 471a. 
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(brdhmanagrdma) to beg his food, got nothing, and returned with an empty bowl (dhautapatrena); he also 
was sick; at the massacre of the Sakyas, he suffered a headache. All the more reason that we, lesser people 
with little merit ( alpapunya ), [are exposed to the same inconveniences]." Hearing this answer, the lay 
people will not have any further bad feelings and will grant the bhiksus the fourfold offering ( caturvidhd 
pujd); the bhiksus will then enjoy peace (yogaksema ) and, seated in dhyana, will find the Path. It is 
therefore by skillful means and not in actuality that [the Buddha] undergoes [the retribution] for 
wrongdoings. 

Thus it is said in the P'i mo lo k'i king (Vimalakirtinirdesasutra)! 59 that the Buddha, dwelling in the land 
of Vaisall, said to Ananda: 

" My body feels a little feverish; I would like to have some cow's milk. Take my bowl (pdtra ) and go to 
beg for some milk." 

Ananda took the bowl and went to the door of a vaisya. Vimalaklrti himself was there and seeing Ananda 
appear with a bowl, he asked: "Why are you standing there since morning with a bowl?" 

Ananda answered: "The Buddha is a little sick; he needs some cow's milk. That is why I have come here." 

"Wait a moment!" cried Vimalaklrti, "Don't slander the Tathagata. The Buddha, as [122b] Bhagavat, has 
gone beyond all bad dharmas ( sarvdkusaladharmasamatikrdnta ). What sickness might he have? Take care 
that the heretics ( tirthika ) do not hear such rude words; they would scorn the Buddha and say: ‘This 
Buddha, who is unable to cure hs own illness, cannot save beings’.” 

Ananda replied: "That is not my intention. Personally, I have received a request from the Buddha and I 
must get him some milk.” 

Vimalaklrti answered: "Despite the Buddha's order, it is a skillful means ( updya ). If he does use the world 
of the five corruptions (pancakasdya ), it is in order to deliver all beings through this fiction. In future 
generations, when sick bhiksus will go to ask the lay people ( avaddtavasana ) for broths and medicines 
( bhaisajya ) and the lay people will say to them: ‘You cannot cure yourselves, how could you cure others?’, 
the bhiksus will be able to say: ‘If our great teacher himself was subject to sickness, then why should we 
not be sick, we whose bodies are like the black mustard plant ( arsapa )?’ And so the lay people will offer 
the bhiksus broths and medicines and the bhiksus will enjoy peace (yogaksema ) and tranquility, will 
practice the Path. If heretic rsis can cure the illnesses of other people by medicinal herbs ( osadhi ) and 
spells (mantra), then why would the Tathagata who is omniscient (sarvajnd) be unable to cure his own 


759 Vimalaklrtinirdesa, tr. by Tche k'ien, T 474, k. 1, p. 523b-c; tr. KumarajIva,T 475, k. 1, p. 542a; Tr. by Hiuan tsang, 
T 476, k. 2, p. 564a-b. - This Vimalaklrtinirdesa is also known in a Tibetan translation entitled: Dri ma medpar grags pas 
bstan pa, Mdo, XIV, 5 (cf. Csoma-Feer, p. 256; OKC, no. 843, p. 323) and some Sogdian fragments (ed. H. Rcichelt, Die 
soghdischen Handschriftenreste des Britischen Museums, I, Heidelberg, 1928, p. 1-13; annotated by F. Weller, Zum 
soghdischen Vimalakirtinirdesasutra, Leipzig, 1937). Some metrical versions of the chapter on illnesses have been found 
at Touen houang and even in our times the sutra has undergone some theatrical adaptations. See summary by P. 
Dcmieville in Hobogirin, p. 324. 
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sickness? Then take this milk in your bowl in silence and be careful lest the unbelievers (pasanda ) should 
learn about it." 

This is why we know that the sicknesses of the Buddha are pretenses coming from skillful means and are 
not real sicknesses; it is the same for the [pretended] sins that are their cause. This is why the sutra says 
that the Buddha dominates everything by his brilliance, his color, his berauty and his splendor. 


ACT VII 

Sutra'. Then the Bhagavat made his ordinary body ( prakrtymatmabhdva ) appear to all the beings of the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu. At that moment, the Suddhavasakayika, Brahmakayika, 
Paranirmitavasavartin, Nirmanarati, Tusita, Yama,Trayastrimsa, Caturmaharajika gods760, as well as the 
manusya and the amanusya of the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, bearing heavenly flowers ( divya 
puspa), celestial garlands ( divya malya), heavenly unguents ( divya vilepana), celestial powders ( divya 
curna), celestial lotuses, blue ( mlotpala ), red ( kokanada ), white ( pundarTka), purple (padma ), and leaves 
of heavenly trees ( tamdlapattra ), gathered around the Buddha (Atha khalu bhagavdn punar eva yddrk 
trisdhasramahdsdhasralokadhdtau sattvdndm dtmabhdvam prakrtam upadarsaydmdsa. Atha khalu 
suddhdvdsakmayikd devd brahmakdyikds ca paranirmitavasavartinas ca nirmianaratayas ca tusitds ca 
ydmds ca trayastrimsdO ca cdturamhdrdjakdyikas ca ye ca trisdhasramahdsdhasralokadhatau 
manusydamanusyas ca te puspamdlyavilepanacurnani divydni mlotpalakokanapundarikapadmdni divydni 
ca tamdlapattrdni grhitvd yena tathdgatas tenopasamkrdntdh). 

Sdstra: Why does the Buddha make his ordinary body ( prakrtydtmabhdva ) appear to all the beings of the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu? 

Answer. - 1 ) Wishing to preach the Mahaprajnaparamita, the Buddha first enters the Samadhirajasamadhi. 
The wheels on the soles of his feet emit rays and [the other parts of his body], including the usmsa, shine 
forth with brilliant light. Just as at the end of a kalpa, at the time of the great fire, the mountains such as 
Sumeni parvataraja catch on fire and are successively consumed by the fire, so the Buddha's rays fill the 
entire trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu and reach to the universes of the ten directions as numerous as the 
sands of the Ganges, which all were illumined by them. The beings who saw these rays attained [122c] 


760 These are the g 0C i s 0 f the kamadhatu and rupadhatu. In order to undestand the explanations that will follow, one must 
bear in mind the division of the gods into these two realms: 

Kamadhatu serves as dwelling for six groups of gods: Caturmaharajika, Trayastrimsa, Yama, Tusita, Nirmanarati and 
Paranirmitavasavartin. 

Rupadhatu with its four dhyanas serves as dwelling place for seventeen groups of gods. 

First dhyana: Brahmakayika, Brahmapurohita, Mahabrahmanas. 

Second dhyana: Parlttabha, Apramanabha, Abhasvara. 

Third dhyana: Parlttasubha, Apramanasubha, Subhakrtsna. 

Fourth dhyana: Anabhraka, Punyaprasava, Brhatphala and the five Suddhavasikas: Abrha, Atapa, Sudrsa, Sudarsana, 
Akanistha. 

See the comparative study of the sources in Kirfel, Kosmogrciphie derlnder, p. 191-192. 
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anuttarasamyaksambodhi in the end. Therefore, to preach the Prajnaparamita, the Buddha first manfests 
his miraculous power ( rddhibala ). 

2) The Buddha smiles through all the pores of his skin ( sarvaromakupa ). 

3) The Buddha emits his ordinary light ( prakrtiprabhd ), namely, his aureole which is one armspan in width 
(vydma). 

4) He covers the trisasramahasahasralokadhatu with his tongue (jihvd ) and begins to smile. 

5) He enters into the Simhaviknsitasamadhi, and the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu shakes in six ways. 

6) Seated on the simhasana, the Buddha manifests his light, his splendor, his color and his lofty form. By 
this miraculous power (rddhibala), he touches beings profoundly and those who have faith reach 
anuttarasamyaksambodhi. 

7) And finally here, for those who have doubts, he shows his ordinary body ( prakrtyatmabhava ) and those 
who hesitate then attain deliverance by faith ( sraddhdvimukti ) and say to one another: "What I am seeing 
now is the real body of the Buddha." By the power of the Buddha, these people of the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, seeing the ordinary body of the Buddha, come near him without 
confusion; and then the beings of the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, full of joy ( dnanda ), cry out: "This 
is truly the body of the Buddha." Indeed, the Buddha always had this body, when he was born, when he 
became Buddha and when he turned the wheel of Dharma. This is why beings say that that is truly the 
body of the Buddha. 

Question. - What is meant by the Suddhavasika gods and the Brahmaloka gods? 

Answer. - The fourth dhyana has eight stages (bhumi): 761 five stages are the abodes ( sthdna ) of the 
anagamins and are called the pure abodes (suddhdvdsa);! 62 three stages are the shared abode of ordinary 
people ( prthagjana ) and saints (diya). Beyond these eight stages are the abodes of the bodhisattvas of the 
ten bhumis (, dasabhumibodhisattva ): these are also called pure abodes ( suddhdvdsa ), [The Suddhavasikas] 
are called Mahesvaradevaraja. 

The gods of the Brahmaloka have three places of birth (janmasthana): 763 i) the heaven of the 
Brahmakayikas, the birthplace of the lesser Brahmas; ii) the heaven of the Brahmapurohitas, the birthplace 
of the noble Brahmas; Hi) the heaven of the Mahabrahmas, also called the birthplace of intermediate 
dhyana (dhydndntara). 764 

Question. - Renunciation ( vairdgya ) is the same [in all the Brahmas]; why do they have abodes of different 
quality? 


761 Kosa, III, p. 2. 

762 p or t[ lese f lve glasses of anagamin: antaraparinirvayin, etc., see DIgha, III, p. 237; Kosa, III, p. 38; VI, p. 210 and 
especially p. 223-225. 

763 Kosa, III, p. 2-3. 

764 Kosa, VIII, p. 180-183. 


410 



Answer. - The first dhyana [where they dwell] is of three kinds: lesser ( avara ), medium ( madhya ) and 
higher ( agra ). If they cultivate the lesser dhyana, they are reborn as Brahmakayikas; if they cultivate the 
medium dhyana, they are reborn as Brahmapurohitas; if they cultivate the higher dhyana, they are reborn as 
Mahabrahmas. It is the same for the development of loving-kindness ( maitribhdvana ). Thus the teacher 
Miao yen (Sunetra) said: "I have preached the Dharma to people and they have all been reborn among the 
Brahmakayikas; I should not be reborn in the same place as my disciples; I am going to develop a higher 
loving-kindness (uttara maitri)."765 because he had developed higher loving-kindness, he was reborn 


765 Sunetra's thought. - Ahgattara, IV, p. 104: Na kho pan' etam patitupam .... mettam bhaveyyan 'ti. - Tchong a han, 
T 26 (no. 8), k. 2, p. 420c9; ibid. k. 30, p. 619cl0; P'i p’o cha, T 1545, k. 82, p. 425a20. 

Sunetra is particularly known by two sutras, the Saptasuryodayasutra and the Sunetrasutra : 

1) The story of Sunetra is told by the Buddha at the end of some versions of the Saptasuryodayasutra: a. Anguttara, IV, 

р. 103-106; b. Tchong a han, T 26 (no, 8), k. 2, p. 429b-c; 

с. Ta tche tou louen, T 1509, k. 31, p. 290b-c; d. Sapo to sou li yu nai ye king, T 30, p. 812c; 

e. Extract of an anonymous sutra, probably a version of a Saptasuryodayasutra in the Vibhasha, T 1545, k. 82, p. 424c- 
425a. 

"In times past, there was a teacher named Sunetra, a ferryman ( tirthakara ), who had renounced pleasures ( kamesu 
vttaragaK). He had many hundreds of disciples to whom he taught the doctrine of participating in the world of Brahma 
(brahmalokasahavyatd). Those who had completely understood his doctrine were reborn after death in the realm of 
Brahma ( brahmaloka ); the others succeeded at least in being reborn among the gods of the kamadhatu or in noble 
families. Not wanting to be reborn in the same world as his students, Sunetra meditated for seven years on the mind of 
loving-kindness (maitncitta); thanks to this practice, for seven cosmic periods he avoided returning here and had a 
long series of rebirths among the Abhasvara gods, the Mahabrahmanas, then as Sakra and finally as a cakravrtin king. 
Nevertheless, he did not escape from birth, old age and sickness because he had not understood the four noble 
dharmas, i.e., morality (silo), samadhi, wisdom ( prajna ) and deliverance ( vimukti )." 

We may note that Sunetra is not mentioned in the Saptasuryodayasutra of the Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 34, p. 735b- 
738a, or in the extract which the Shikshasamuchchaya , p. 247, gives of this sutra. 

Whereas the Anguttara and the Tchong a han do not establish any link between Sunetra and the Buddha, the Ta tche 
tou louen (k. 1, p. 290c) and the Sa po to sou li yu nai ye king , p. 812cl8, have the Buddha say: "This tathagata 
Sunetra of times gone by was not a pratyekabuddha; he was none other than me." Similarly the Kosa, IX, p. 271, and 
the Kosavyakhya, p. 710, cite a Saptasuryodayasutra where the Buddha says: "In the past, the teacher Sunetra was 
myself" (Saptasuryodayasutre 'yam eva bhagavan rsih Sunetra ncima babhuveti). 

2) The Sunetrasutra which is in Anguttara, III, p. 371-372; ibid., IV, P. 135-136; Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 130), k. 30, 
p. 619b-c, lists six teachers ( satthd ), ferrymen, completetly renounced ( vitardga ), having several hundreds of disciples 
to whom they taught the doctrine of participating in the world of Brahma ( brahmalokasahavyatd). To criticize or insult 
them would be a grave demerit (bahum apunnam). These six teachers are Sunetra, Mugapakkha, Aranemi, Kuddalaka, 
Hatthipala Jotipala. 

Buddhaghosa does not comment on this passage, but these six teachers are probably earlier births of the Buddha. 
Actually, Sunetra appears among others individuals in the lists of Jatakas of the Buddha: Rastrapalaparipriccha, p. 23, 
1. 16; Lankavatara, p. 141; Karmavibhanga, p. 36-37, where Sunetra appeara as an incarnation of 
Sarvausadhivaidyaraja who is none other tha the Buddha: Saptasuryopadese Sunetro nama manavo bijneyah ahatn sa 
bhiksavas tena kcilena Sarvausadhivaidyardjo 'bhut. 
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among the Mahabrahmas. Moreover, it is by virtue of a mind of supreme purity (paramavisuddhicitta ) that 
one is reborn among the Mahabrahmas. 

Question. - When there are four dhyanas, why do we speak here only of the first [: abode of the Brahma 
gods] and of the last [: abode of the Suddhavasikas] and not say anything about the second or the third? 

Answer. - 1) We speak of the first dhyana because renunciation (vairagya), the gate to it, is difficult [to 
practice]; we speak of the fourth because its subtle beauty is difficult to obtain ( durlabha ). Nothing is said 
of the intermediate dhyanas because they are easy to enter. 

2) Moreover, the brahmaloka is the start of the form realm ( rupadhatu ), whereas the fourth dhyana is its 
summit; this is why they are mentioned in particular (prthak ). 

3) Moreover, many are the people who know the Brahma gods but do not know the other gods. This is why 
we speak here only of the Brahma gods. We [123a] also speak of the Suddhavasika gods who, out of 
compassion ( anukampd ) for beings, always invite the Buddhas. 

4) Moreover, when the Buddha preaches, the sound of the Dharma ( dharmasvara ) reaches as far as the 
Brahma gods. When the Buddha attained Buddhahood, these gods sent the news to the Suddhavasikas. 
This is why the first and the last [class of gods of rupadhatu] are mentioned without saying anything about 
the two intermediate classes. 

5) Moreover, the Brahma gods who are close to kamadhatu, [dwelling just above it,] and the Suddhavasika 
gods who are the chiefs of rupadhatu should be mentioned here. Thus, when a gatekeeper ( dvdrapdla ) 
knows that a guest ( dgantuka ) has arrived to see his master, the latter knows it also; the intermediaries 
being of no importance, they are not spoken of. 

6) Finally, the second dhyana is characterized by great joy ( mahdpnti ) and the third dhyana by great bliss 
(mahdsukha). As joy and bliss imply carelessness, they are not spoken of. 

Question. -What is meant by Paranirmitavasavartin?766 

Answer. - The gods who take hold of and enjoy desirable objects created by others are called 
Paranirmitavasavartin 'Using that which has been created by another'. 

The Nirmanarati gods create the five sense objects themselves and enjoy them. This is why they are called 
Nirmanarati 'Enjoying that which they have themselves created'. 

The Tusita gods are the satisfied gods. 

The Yamas are the happy ( subhaga ) gods. 

The second category [of gods of rupadhatu] is that of the Trayastrimsa or Thirty-two gods. 


Asvaghosa mentions Sunetra is a verse of the Saundarananda, XI, 57 which M. Johnson considers to be an 
interpolation: maitraya saptavarsikya .... garbhavasam upeyivan. 

Along with Asama, Sunetra was the first disciple of the Buddha Sobhita: cf. Nidanakatha, p. 35; Buddhavamsa, VII, v. 
21 . 

766 p or t[ lese definitions, see DTgha, III, p. 218. 
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The first class, starting from the bottom, is that of the Caturmaharajikas or the Four Great Kings. 

Mount Sumera has a height of 84,000 yojanas; at its summit is the city of the Trayastrimsas.767 Beside 
Mount Mem is a mountain called Yugandhara, 42,000 yojanas high;768 it has four peaks on each of which 
is a city inhabited by a group of Caturmaharajikas. The lands of the other gods, Yamas, etc., made of seven 
jewels ( saptaratnamaya ), are situated in space ( akasa ) where they are supported by wind.769 and so on up 
to the Pure Abodes ( sudddhavdsa). 

Seeing the Buddha's body ( buddhakdya ), its purity ( visuddhi ) and its great rays ( maharasmi ). these gods 
offer him aquatic and terrestrial flowers (jalasthalajani puspani). Of all the terrestrial flowers, jasmine 
( mallika ) is the most beautiful; of all the aquatic flowers, blue lotus (; mlotpala ) is the most beautiful. 
Whether they grow on trees or on reeds, these are flowers having different colors and different perfumes. 
Each holding a celestial flower ( divyapuspa ), they gather around the Buddha. These flowers have a 
beautiful color, a rich perfume; they are soft (manju) and flexible; this is why they are used as offerings. 

Question. - What is a celestial flower? 

Answer. - The celestial flower is one the perfume of which goes against the wind ( prativatam vati).lli) 
Celestial garlands ( divyamdlya ) remain suspended above the Buddha; celestial unguents ( divyavilepana ) 
are spread out on the ground before the Buddha; celestial powders ( divyacurna ) are scattered above the 
Buddha. 

Question. - Celestial lotuses ( divyapadina ) are blue (; nila ), red ( lohita ) pink ( rakta ) or white ( avadata ). 
Why are they not yellow {pita )? 

Answer. - Because yellow is an attribute of fire ( tejo 'peksate) and fire is foreign to aquatic flowers. These 
precious celestial lotuses have a stem ( danda ) of jade {vaidiuya), a corolla {vedika) of diamond ( vajra ), 
leaves (pattra ) of golden sand from the Jambu river {jambunadasuvarna ). They are tender and perfumed. 
Taking also leaves from the celestial tree {tamala or Xanthochymus pictorius), they gather around the 
Buddha. 

Question. - The gods can get celestial flowers {divypuspa) as offerings, but how can men (; manusya ) and 
amanushya get them? 

Answer. - Thanks to the bases of his miraculous power ( rddhibala ), the Buddha emits great rays and the 
earth trembles in six ways; the gods rain down all sorts [123b] of marvellous flowers that fill the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu as offerings to the Buddha. The manusya and amanusya can gather these 
flowers and offer them in turn. 


767 Kosa, III, p. 161. 

768 Ibid., p. 141-143. 

769 Th ese are the vimana "aerial dwellings'; Kosa, III, p. 164. 

77 ® Among the Trayastrimsa gods, the odor of the magnolia flower ( kovidara ) called 'parijataka' is propagated for a 
hundred yojanas with the wind, for fifty yojanas against the wind. By contrast, the smell of flowers in the human world 
does not go against the wind. - Cf. Kosa, III, p. 162-163. 
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Moreover, it is customary in India to call celestial ( divya ) anything that is beautiful. Even though the 
flowers of the manusya and amanusya do not come from the heavens, they can, nevertheless, be described 
as 'celestial' because of their beauty. Thus it is not wrong to say that the manusya and the amanusya offer 
celestial flowers. 




Sutra : They scatter (, avakiranti sma) [all these offerings], from celestial flowers ( divyapuspa ) to leaves of 
the celestial tree ( tamdlapattra ), over the Buddha. 

Question. - Why do they scatter these flowers on the Buddha? 

Answer. - As a sign of respect ( satkdra ) and as offering (pujd ). Moreover, when the Buddha's rays shine 
forth and they see the Buddha from afar, they feel great joy ( dnanda ) and want to pay homage to him; this 
is why they scatter flowers on him. Finally, the Buddha is the supreme field of merit ( paramapunyaksetra ) 
in the threefold world ( traidhatuka ); this is why they strew fowers on him. 




Sutra : These precious scattered flowers form a great belvedere high in the firmament having the 
dimensions of the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu ( Tais cdvakvrnaratnapuspair upary antankse 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatupramanam ekam kutagaram samsthitam abhut). 

Sdstra: Question. - How can [these few flowers] form such a belvedere in the firmament? 

Answer. - These flowers that have been scattered were not numerous, but nevertheless they form a great 
belvedere. This teaches beings that a small cause ( hetu ) has great effects (phala ). 

Question.- How does this belvedere rest in the air without falling? 

Answer. - By his miraculous power (. rddhibala ), the Buddha wishes to show beings that the Buddha is a 
field of merit ( punyaksetra ), that the reward that he has received is imperishable and that even after having 
become Buddha, his merits are indestructible. 




Sutra'. From this belvedere hang garlands and bouquets of flowers of different colors (mixture of the five 
colors): these bouquets and garlands fill the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu ( tatas ca kutdgdrdt tdni 
pattadamani puspadamani misravarnani lambante sma. tais ca puspadambhih pattaddmabhis cdyam 
trisdhasramahdsdhasro lokadhdtuh paripurni ’bhui). 
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Question. - If the Buddha himself has miraculous power ( rddhibala ), why is it necessary that the flowers 
scattered [by beings] are transformed into a belvedere? 

Answer. - The Buddha wishes that beings have pure faith (sraddhdvisuddhi); when these people see their 
offerings change into a belvedere, they feel great joy ( pramuditd ) and as a result of this joy, they gain great 
merit (punya ). 




Sutra : From the enchantment of these bouquets of flowers and garlands, the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu takes on a golden color; and it is the same in all the Buddha-universes of 
the ten directions as numerous as the sands of the Ganges (tais ca puspadamabhih pattaddmabhis cayam 
trisdhasramahdsdhasro lokadhatuh suvarnavarnena atfvdsobhata. ye ca dasasi diksu 
gahgdnadfvdlukopamd lokadhdtava te sphutavabhasitas cabhuvan). 

Sdstra: Some say: "The noble cakravartin king is the chief of four universes [i.e., of a caturdvTpaka |. 
Brahmadevaraja is the chief of a chiliocosm ( sdhasralokadhdtu ), the Buddha is the chief of a 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu." That is not correct, for the creations ( nirmdna ) of the Buddha extend to 
universes of the ten directions as numerous as the sands of the Ganges. 




Sutra'. Then, among the beings of the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu and of the ten directions, [123c] 
each had the impression that the Buddha was preaching the Dharma for them alone and not for the other 
people (atha khalu asmin trisdhasramahdsdhasre lokadhdtau dasasu diksu ca tesdm sattvanam 
ekaikasyaitad abhut mama purato nanyesam tathdgato dharmam desayatiti). 

Sdstra: Question. - The Buddha appeared simultaneously in the same form to all the beings of the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu and the ten directions; how then does each of these beings see a Buddha 
seated face-to-face and preaching the Dharma?771 

Answer. - The miraulous power (rddhibala) of the Buddha is twofold: 1) seated in the same place, he 
preaches the Dharma in such a way that all beings see him from far away ( duratah ) and hear from from far 
away; 2) staying in the same place, he preaches the Dharma in such a way that each being in particular sees 


771 This is a classical miracle and the Buddha is not alone in being able to accomplish it. Thus, in the 
Janavasabhasuttanta (DIgha, II, p. 211-212), Brahma Sanamkumara, going to visit the Tavatimsa gods, created 33 fonns 
of himself ( tettimse attabhave abhinimminitva), each sitting on the couch of one of the 33 gods, and he is expressing 
himself in such a way that each god has the impression that the fonn is on his own couch and is speaking to him alone (yo 
'yam mama pallahke so yam eko va bhasatiti). 
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a Buddha faceing himself ( tatpuratah ) preaching the Dharma. In the same way, at daybreak ( suryodaya ), 
the shadows ( chdyd ) seem to be a mass of water. 

Moreover, all beings are not the same: some find pure faith (visuddhasraddhd) by seeing the Buddha's 
body fill the trisahasramahasasralokadhatu; others find pure faith, bliss ( sukha ) and joy ( muditd) in seeing 
a particular Buddha preaching the Dharma face-to-face: this is why the Buddha preaches the Dharma 
facing each one of them. 


ACT VIII 

Sutra'. Then, seated on the lion-seat, the Bhagavat smiled with joy, and the light of this smile illumined the 
whole trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu. Thanks to this light, the beings of the 
trisahasramahasasralokadhatu saw the Buddhas and the samghas in universes of the east as numerous as 
the sands of the Ganges; [conversely], the beings of the universes of the east, universes as numerous as the 
sands of the Ganges, saw the Buddha Sakyamuni and his great assembly which were in the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu. And it was the same for the south, the west and the north, the four 
intermediate directions and the directions of the zenith and the nadir (atha khaki bhagavams tasminn eva 
simhasane nisannah punar evasmitam akarot. yena smitavabhasenayam 
trisdhasramahdsdhasralokadhdtuh sphuto 'bhut. yena ca smitavabhasena ye ca 
trisdsramahdsmasralokadhdtau sattvds te sai've purvasyam disi ganganadivahikopamesu lokadhdtusu 
buddhdn bhagavatah pasyanti sma sasravakasamghan, tasydn purvasyam disi ganganadivahikopamesu 
lokadhdtusu ye sattvds te sai've ’sminn eva trisdhasramahdsdhasralokadhdtau buddham Sdkyamunim 
pasyanti sma amardham mahdsamghena. evam daksinasydm disi pascimdydm uttarasydm catasrisuvidiksv 
urdhvam adhah cdbhut). 

Sdstra: Question. - Several times already, previously, the Buddha has emited rays ( rasmi); why does he 
again emit them now? 

Answer. - Above, when he emitted rays, he had a particular reason each time as we have noted. But up to 
now the great assemblies were invisible to one another; now, by the miraculous power of his rays 
(rasmirddhibala ), the Buddha allows all the great assemblies of these different universes to see one 
another. 

Question. - The great arhat, the ayusmat A ni lou teou (Animddha), who was the first of the Buddha's 
disciples to possess the divine eye ( divyacaksukdndm agrah), ordinarily saw a chiliomicrocosm 
{sdhasracudikalokadhdtu) and exceptionally a dichiliomesocosm ( dvisdhasramadhyamalokadhdtu ). A 
great pratyekabuddha normally sees a dichiliomesocosm and exceptionally a trichiliomegacosm 
( trisdhasramahdsdhasralokadhdtu).How can all beings here see the Buddha-universes of the east, 
universes as numerous as the sand of the Ganges? 

Answer. - It is the miraculous power of the Buddha which allows them to see so far; it is not due to the 
power of the beings themselves. It is accepted that arhats, pratyekabuddhas, etc., also have an unlimited 
field of vision by the power of the Buddha. Thus, when a noble cakravartin king comes flying, his entire 
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army with its retinue of elephants and horses follow him in the air. Here, by the Buddha's miraculous 
power, beings, distant as they may be, see one another. Moreover, by the power of the concentration of 
wisdom ( prajnasamadhi ), even those who do not have the divine eye ( divyacaksus ) see the ten directions. 
The Buddha's eye [124a] ( caksus ) and ear ( srotra ) are free of obstacles ( dvarana ). In the same way that all 
beings attain samadhi, the divine eye ( divyacaksus ) and the divine ear ( divyasotra ) by themselves ( svatah) 
at the end of a kalpa at the time of the great conflagration, so the Buddha, by his miraculous power 
( rddhibala ), causes all beings to have the ability to see at a distance. 

[The sutra says]: "Then the Bhagavat, seated on the lion-seat, smiled with joy." We have spoken previously 
of this smile; here we are content to explain what has not yet been explained. 

Question. - The fact that beings of this place see yonder direction over there is due to the Buddha 
Sakyamuni's miraculous power; but whose is the power by virtue of which beings of yonder place see this 
direction here? 

Answer. - Again it is the Buddha Sakyamuni's power that allows those beings to see our 
trisahasramahasashasralokadhatu and to contemplate the Buddha Sakyamuni with all his assemblies 
( samgha ). It is the same also for the south, the west and the north, the four intermediate directions and the 
directions of the zenith and the nadir. 
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CHAPTER XV: THE ARRIVAL OF THE BODHISATTVAS 

OF THE TEN DIRECTIONS 


ACT IX 

Sutra: Then in the east, beyond universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges and at the limit of these 
universes, there is a universe called To pao (Ratnavatl) where there is a Buddha called Pao tse (Ratnakara) 
who is now teaching the Prajnaparamita to the bodhisattva-mahasattvas ( Atha khalu purvasyam disi 
gahgdnadfvdlukopamdn lokadhatun atikramya tebhyo yah sarvavasaniko lokadhatu Ratndvatf ndma tatra 
Ratndkaro ndma tathdgatas tisthati. sa imam eva prajiidpdramitdm bodhisattvdnam mahdsattvdndm 
dharmam desayati). 

Sdstra: Question. - It has been said by the Buddha that the universes are innumerable ( apramana ) and 
infinite ( ananta ); how can you speak of a universe situated at the limits of the universe ( sarvavasaniko 
lokadhdtuhyi To talk in this way is to fall into the [heretical theory] of a finite world ( anatavdn lokah). If 
the universes were limited [in number], the total number of beings would [at length] be exhausted. 
Actually, each one of the innumerable Buddhas saves an immense ( aprameya ) and incalculable 
(i asamkhyeya ) number of beings and introduces them into nirvana without residue (i nirupadhisesanirodha); 
if there were not always new beings, their number would finally be exhausted. 

Answer. - The Buddhist sutras do indeed say that the universes are infinite in number, but this is a 
statement of a practical order ( updyokti ) and not a true doctrine. In the same way, although the saint ( chen 
here translates 'tathagata') does not exist [after death], in practice ( updyena ) we say that the saint exists 
[after death]. All of this is in the fourteen difficult questions [on which the Buddha refused to comment]. 
To say that the world is finite ( antavdn lokah) or to say that the world is infinite ( anantavdn lokah) are 
both wrong views ( mithyddrsti ). If the universes were infinite [in number], the Buddha would not possess 
omniscience ( sarvajndna ), for omniscience is a universal wisdom from which nothing can escape; if the 
universes were infinite, some things would escape him. On the other hand, if the universes were finite in 
number, you would run up against the difficulty you raised above [in your question]. Therefore both 
solutions are wrong. Why? Because by being based on the infinite, one destroys the finite. The Ratnavatl 
universe is not the limit of all the universes, but the Buddha Sakyamuni abides in the extreme limit so that 
beings may be saved. Similarly, when one abides at the boundary of a country, one does not claim to be 
abiding at the boundary of Jambudvlpa. If the universes were infinite, the Buddha would not be 
omniscient; his wisdom being immense, he must know everything, for 'if the letter is big, the envelope also 
must be big.' 

Question. - This universe is called Ratnavatl 'Rich in Jewels'. There are two kinds of jewels: the [124 b] 
substantial jewel ( dhanaratna ) and the dharma jewel ( dharmaratna ). What are these jewels the abundance 
of which merits the name Ratnavatl for this universe? 
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Answer. - Both kinds of jewels occur in this universe. Furthermore, the many bodhisattvas [who inhabit it] 
are also jewels who illumine the nature of things (dharmata). [Note by Kumarajlva: These jewels, namely 
the great bodhisattvas, serve as a diadem ( ratnamukuta ); in the center of this diadem we see the Buddha 
and we penetrate the nature of all dharmas]. As these jewels are numerous, the universe in question is 
called 'Rich in Jewels' (; ratnavati ). 

There is a Buddha there called Ratnakara 'Jewel Mine'. He is so called because he includes the pure 
faculties ( andsaravendriya ), the powers (bald), the Path of bodhi and the other jewels of the Dharma 
(i dharmaratna ). 

Question. - If that is so, all the Buddhas should be called Ratnakara. Why reserve the name Ratnakara for 
this Buddha alone? 

Answer. - All the Buddhas have these jewels, but this Buddha is the only one to take his name from them. 
In the same way, Mi Id (Maitreya) is called 'Loving-kindness' ( maitreya ) although all the Buddhas have the 
same loving-kindness ( maitri ), but Maitreya is the only one to have this as his name. 

Furthermore, the Buddha Ratnapuspa was named Ratnapuspakumara 'Prince of Precious Flowers' because 
at his birth, all the extremities of his body were adorned with various flowers of brilliant colors. The 
Buddha Dlpamkara was called Dlpamkarakumara, 'Prince, Lighter of Lamps' because when he was born, 
all the extremities of his body were like lamps. When he became Buddha, he was still called Dlpamkara. It 
is the same for the Buddha Ratnakara: he was called 'Jewel Mine' because, when he was born, many 
precious substances appeared, whether produced from the earth or whether the gods rained down a whole 
collection of them. 


OBJECTIONS TO THE PLURALITY OF BUDDHA 

Objector. - Only the Buddha Sakyamuni exists; the Buddhas of the ten directions ( dasadigbuddha ) do not 
exist. Why? 

Argument number 1. - The Buddha Sakyamuni with his immense power ( apramdnabala ) and his immense 
superknowledges ( apramdndbhijnd ) is capable of saving all beings [by himself]; there is no need of other 
Buddhas. It is said^- that Ananda, absorbed with one-pointed mind (ekacittena manasikurva), said to 


772 j [Lamotte] do not know where the following story was taken from, but the miracle of the multiplication of the 
Buddhas which the Mpps tells here and will tell again in two other places (k. 21, p. 220b, and k. 34, p. 312b) reproduces 
in several details the Great Miracle at Sravastl. The main sources are, in Pali, the SumaiigalavilasanI, I, p. 57; the 
Dhammapadattha, III, p. 213-216 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, III, p. 45-47) and the Jataka, IV, p. 264-265; in Chinese, the 
Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, Ksudrakavastu, T 1451, k. 26, p. 332a-b; parallel Sanskrit texts: Divyavadana, p. 161-162 (tr. 
Bumouf, Introduction, p. 162-164). The reproductions of the Great Miracle on the monuments at Bharhut, Gandhara, 
Benares, Ajanta, Magadha and Konkan have been minutely described by Foucher, Beginnings of Buddhist Art, p. 147- 
185. According to the Divya, the Great Miracle at Sravastl is broken down into two parts: 

1) The twin miracle ( yamakaratiharya ). - The Bhagavat rose up into the air and appeared there in the four positions 
(Trydpatha), walking, sitting, standing and lying down. He attained the element of fire ( tejodhdtu ) and his body emitted 
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himself: "The Buddhas of the past, Ratnapuspa, Dipamkara, etc., were all bom in marvelous times; their 
life was very long and they saved all beings. Then how could the present Buddha, born at a bad time and of 
short life, save all beings?" These were the questions he asked himself. At dawn ( suryodaya ), the Buddha, 
who knew Ananda's thoughts, entered into the Daybreak samadhi ( suryodayasamddhi ); then he emitted 
rays ( rasmi ) from all the pores of his skin ( romakupa ). Like the sun, he emitted rays the brilliance of which 
spread successively over JambudvTpa, the four continents (caturdvfpaka), the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu and finally over all the innumerable universes of the ten directions 
(dasadiglokadhatu ). Then the Bhagavat sent forth from his navel ( ndbhi ) a precious lotus ( ratnapuspa) 
described by the following stanzas: 

The stem ( danda ) is of green jade (vaidurya). 

The petals (pattra ), a thousand in number, are of yellow gold. 

The corolla (vedika) is of diamond (vajra) 

The trimming is of coral (musaragalva). 


The stem is flexible, without the usual curves, 
Its height is ten armspans (vyama); 

[124 c] Having the color of green jade, 


various glows. Flames escaped from the lower part of his body and from the upper part there came a rain of cold water 
(i adhah kayam prajvalayaty uparimat kayac citald varidharah standante). The Bhagavat himself knew that the miraculous 
power that he was thus manifesting is shared by all the sravakas ( sarvasravakasddhdrand rddhi). And we have already 
seen that several saints have accomplished this twin miracle. 

2) The Great Miracle proper. - This miracle is higher than any human can perform ( uttara 
manusyadharmarddhiprdtihdryam). The DTvya, p. 162, describes it in the followjng way: Nandopanandabhyam 
nagarajabhyam Bhagavata upanamitam .... anyeprasnan prcchanty anye visarjayanti. 

"The two naga kings, Nanda and Upananda, created a golden thousand-petalled lotus the size of a chariot wheel with a 
diamond stem and came to present it to the Bhagavat who seated himself crosslegged on the corolla of this lotus, body 
upright in foil awareness. Above this lotus, he created another and on this lotus, the Bhagavat was likewise seated. And 
similarly, in front, behind, all around him, appeared masses of blessed Buddhas, created by himself, rising up to the 
Akanistha heaven, forming a buddha-assembly created by the Blessed One. Some of these magical Buddhas were 
walking, some standing, some sitting, some lying down; some were attaining the fire element and producing miraculous 
flames, light rays and flashes of lightning; some were asking questions and some were replying." (tr. Burnout). 

There is a striking similarity between the Great Miracle of SravastI and that of the multiplication of Buddhas told here by 
the Mpps. However, there is a difference in detail that is worth mentioning. At SravastI, the central lotus is created and 
brought by Nanda and Upananda and in most of the reproductions, the two naga kings can be seen holding the stem of a 
lotus. In the acount of the Mpps, there is no mention of the two naga kings; the original lotus and the adventitious lotuses 
arise from the Buddha's navel. Without a doubt, the Buddhist legend has been contaminated by the myth of the birth of 
Brahma who appears seated cross-legged on a golden thousand-petalled lotus arising from Visnu's navel. 
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It is planted in the Buddha's navel. 


Its leaves are broad and long, 

White in color, striped with marvelous colors. 
Infinitely precious ornament. 

The thousand petalled lotus. 

This marvelous lotus of such beautiful colors 
Emerges from the Buddha's navel. 

On the four petals of its corolla 
Precious seats shine with divine light. 

On each of these seats sits a Buddha; 

One would call them four golden mountain summits. 
Their light is equal as if one. 

From the navels of these four Buddhas 
Comes a magnificent precious lotus. 

On each lotus there is a seat, 

On each seat there is a Buddha. 

From the navels of all these Buddhas, 

Come in turn precious lotuses. 

On each lotus there is a seat; 

On each seat there is a Buddha. 

These successive creations 
Rise up to the Suddhavasa heaven; 

Whoever would like to know how far 

Will have to resort to the following comparison: 
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An enormous rock 


773 


Having the size of a high mountain. 

Thrown from the height of the Suddhavasa 

And falling straight down without meeting any obstacle 

Would take eighteen thousand three hundred 
And eighty-three years 

To land on the earth;773 

That is the number of years it would take. 

In the intermediate space, 

Emanated Buddhas, placed in the center, 

Spread out a brilliant light 

That surpasses the fires of the sun and moon. 

Some Buddhas have bodies streaming with water. 

Others have bodies emitting fire;774 
Sometimes they appear to walk. 

Sometimes they are seated in silence. 

Some Buddhas go to beg their food 
To make a gift of it to beings. 

Sometimes they preach the Dharma, 

Sometimes they shoot out rays. 

Sometimes they go to visit the three bad destinies 
And the hells of water, the shadows and fire.375 

This is the number given by the Jnanaprasthana, cf. Beal, Catena, p. 83. 
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Their warm breath warms up the cold water, 
Their rays illumine the shadows, 


In the fiery places, they breathe out a cooling breeze, 

Skillfully they calm the torments [of the damned]. 

By pacifying them and calming them 

They save them by the bliss of the Dharma ( dharmasukha ). 

By all of these skillful means ( updya ) [these apparitional Buddhas], all at the same time, wanted to save the 
innumerable beings of the ten directions. When they had saved them, they returned to their starting point 
and re-entered the navel of the Buddha. 

[125 a] Then the Bhagavat, coming out of the Suryodhayasamadhi, asked Ananda: "Did you see the power 
of my abhjna during this samadhi?" Ananda relied: "Yes, I saw it", and added: "If it is sufficient for the 
Buddha to appear for just one day in order that the disciples converted by him ( vineyasrdvaka ) fill space 
(i akasa ), what would not the number of those converted amount to if he remained in the world for eighty 
years?" 

This is why we say that one single Buddha, whose qualities ( guna ) and miraculous power (. rddhibala ) are 
immense, suffices to convert the ten directions without the need for other Buddhas. 

Argument number 2. - Furthermore, the Buddha said: "A woman cannot be a cakravartin king, 
Sakradevendra, or Maradevaraja, or Brahmadevaraja. Two cakravartin kings cannot reign together at the 
same place. Similarly, with regard to the Bhagavat with ten powers, there cannot be two Buddhas existing 
in the same world." 

Argument number 3. - Finally, the Buddha said - and his words are not frivolous - that two Buddhas do not 
exist at the same time: "One thing that is difficult to find is a Buddha Bhagavat. It takes innumerable koti 
of kalpas to find one. In 91 kalpas, there have been only three Buddhas. Before the good kalpa 
(bhadrakalpa ), during the 91st kalpa, there was a Buddha called Vipasyin, 'Views of All Kinds'; during the 
31st kalpa, there were two Buddhas; the first was called Sikhin, 'Fire', and the second Visvabhu, 
'Victorious Over AH'. During the good kalpa, there were four Buddhas, Krakucchanda, Kanakamuni 
"Golden Sage', Kasyapa and Sakyamuni. Except for these kalpas, all the others were empty ( sunya ), 
lacking Buddhas and miserable."776 


774 j n other words, they are accomplishing the yamakaprdtiharya. 

775 p or q lese Buddhist hells, see Kirfel, Kosmographie des Inder, p. 199-206. 

776 Mahapadanasuttanta in Digha, II, p. 2; Tch'ong a han, T 1, k. 1, p. lc; Ts'i fo king, T 2, P. 150a; Ts'i fo fou mou sing 
tseu king, T 4, p. 159b: Ito so bhikkhave ekanavuto kappo yam Vipassi bhagava ....aham etarahi araham 
sammasambuddha loke uppanno. 

Other references about the seven Buddhas in Hobogirin, Butsu, p. 193-96. 
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If the Buddhas of the ten directions existed, how could [the Buddha] say that the other kalpas lacked 
buddhas and were miserable? 


ANSWER TO THE OBJECTIONS 

1. Refutation of argument number 1. - Although the Buddha Sakyamuni, endowed with immense 
miraculous power ( apramanarddhibala ), is able to create the apparitional Buddhas ( nirmdnabuddha) 
established in the ten directions, preaching the Dharma, emitting rays and saving beings, he is, however, 
not able to save beings without exception. [To claim the opposite] would be to fall [into the heresy] that 
assigns a limit to existences ( bhavdnta ) and to deny the existence of the Buddhas of the past. Since the 
number of beings is inexhaustible ( aksaya ), there must be other Buddhas [than Sakyamuni to work for their 
salvation]. 

2. Refutation of argument number 2. - You also object: "The Buddha has said that a female cannot be five 
things, that two cakravartin kings cannot appear in the world simultaneously and, likewise, that two 
Buddhas cannot exist in the same world at the same time." You do not understand the meaning of this text. 
The Buddhist sutras have two meanings: Some have a meaning that is easy to undestand ( sulabha ), others 
have a profound ( gambhfra ) meaning, remote ( vipaki-sta ) and difficult to grasp ( durvigdhya ). Thus, at the 
moment of entering Nirvana, the Buddha said to the bhiksus:777 "Henceforth, you must rely on the truth in 


777 This is the sutra of'the four reliances' (catvari pratisaranani) attested to only recently: 

Kosa, IX, p. 246 and Kosavyakhya, p. 704: catvanmani bhiksavah pratisaranani. Katamam .... jnanam pratisaranani na 
vijnanam. 

Dharmasamgraha, ch. LIII: catvari pratisaranani. tadyatha arthapratisaranata na .... pudgalaprati-saranata. 
Mahavyutpatti, no. 1546-1549: catvari pratisaranani. arthapratisaranana bhavitavyam na 

neyarthasutrapratisaranena. 

Sutralamkara, ed. Levi, p. 138: prathame pratisarane arsadharmapartikseptuh .... caturthe sdbhldsasaya jndnasya 
pratyatmavedamyasya. 

The Madh. vrtti alludes to the four pratisaranas: p. 43. - uktam caryaksayamatisutre. katame sutrdntd neydrthdh katame 
mtarthah .... na neyarthasutrcmtapratisaranatd iti - p. 533: sa kim vijnanenaparicchinatti uta jnanena. 

The Bodh. bhumi, p. 256, gives detailed explanations: katham bodhisattas catursu pratisaranesu prayujyate. 1. ilia 
bodhisattvah artharthiparato .... 2. punar bodhisattvah kalmapadesam bhavati mahapadesam .... 3. punar bodhisattvas 
tathdgate nivistasraddho .... 4. punar bodhisattvah adhigamajhane saradarsibhavati.... naprcitiksipati napavadati. 
evam capunah suporayukto bhavati tatraisu chatursupratisaranesu .... cadigamajhanasasya. 

Although to my [Lamotte's] knowledge the sutra of the four reliances is later than the canonical literature, the theory of 
the pratisarana is already hinted at in the Nikayas. They make the distinctions between dharma, 'doctrine', and pudgala, 
'authority' (cf. Majjhima, I, p. 265, where the Buddha advises his monks not to adopt the Dhanna out of respect for the 
teacher ( satthugarvena ) but because they themselves have understood, seen and grasped the distinction between artha , 
spirit [or meaning], and vyahjana, letter (cf. Vinaya, I, p. 40, where Sariputra says to Assaji: appam va bahum va 
bhasassu, attham yeva me bruhi, atthen' eva me attho. kim kcihasi vyanjanam bahun tv, Majjhima, II, p. 240: 
ayasmantanam me attho. kim kahasi vyanjanam bahun ti; Majjhima, II, p. 240: ayamantanam kho atthato c'eva sameti 
byanjanato ca sameti; between suttam mtattham and suttam neyyattham (Nettipakarana, p. 21). 


424 



itself and not on any authority, whatever it may be ( dharmapratisaranena bhavutayam na pudgalaprati- 
saranena ); you must rely on the meaning (spirit) and not on the letter ( arthapratisaranena bhavitavyam na 
vyanjanaprtisatanena); you must rely on gnosis and not on discursive knowledge ( jnanapratisaranena 
bhavitavyam na vijndnaprtisaranena ); you must rely on the sutras of explicit meaning and not on the sutras 
of indeterminate meaning (mtarthasutra-pratisaranena bhavitavyam na neyarthasutrapratisaranena)." 

a) Relying on the truth in itself ( dharmapratisaranena ) is keeping to the twelve categories of texts 
(dvadasdrigadharma)77% and not keeping to the authority of a person. 

b) Relying on the meaning ( arthapratisarana ), since goodwill or malice, defect or merit, falsity or truth, 
cannot be attributed to meaning. It is the letter (vyahjana) that indicates the meaning ( artha ), but the 
meaning is not the letter. Suppose a man points his finger at the moon to people who doubt the moon's 
presence; if these doubters fixate on the finger but do not look at the moon, this man tells them: "I am 
pointing to the moon with my finger so that you may notice the moon. Why do you fixate on my finger 
instead of looking at the moon?"779 It is the same here: the letter ( vyahjana ) is the finger pointing to the 
meaning (artha), but the letter is not the meaning. This is why one should not rely on the letter. 

c) Relying on gnosis (jnanapratisarana ). - Gnosis (jhdna ) allows one to appreciate and distinguish 
between good and evil; discursive knowledge ( vijhdna ) is always seeking pleasure (sukha) and does not 
penetrate the essence.780 This is why one should not rely on discursive knowledge. 

d) Relying on sutras of explicit meaning (mtdrthasutrapratisarana). - Those sutras are of explicit meaning 
that say: "Of all the omniscient ones (sarvajha), the Buddha is foremost; among all the texts, the Buddhist 
texts are foremost; among all beings (sattva), the bhiksus are foremost."781 "Through generosity one 


778 The twelve categories of texts are sutra, geya, vyakarana, etc., which will be defined later, k. 33, p. 306c. 

779 Qf Lankavatarasutra, p. 106 (quoted in Subhasitasamgraha, Museon, 1903, p. 399): Na cdhgulipreksakena 
bhavitavyam tadyathd Mahdmate ahgulya kascit.... hitvdparamdrtha, agamisyati. - In order to understand this text more 
precisely, imperfectly rendered by D.T. Suzuki in his translation of the Lankavatara, London, 1932, p. 169, it is useful to 
look at the Tibetan text of the Lah kar gsegs path mdo, Tib coll, of the Bibliotheque Nationale, No. 66, folio 146b6-8: Sor 
mo la Ita ba Ita bur mu byaho [hdis Ita ste] bio gros chen po .... du chudpar bya ba ni mi byed do / 

"One must not do as the person who looks at the finger. Mahamati, it is as if one were pointing out something with one's 
finger to somebody who persisted in looking only at the end of the finger. Similarly, O Mahamati, stupid people, ordinary 
worldlings, like children, remain fixated on the end of the finger, which is called the literal interpretation, and they will 
die still attached to the end of the finger which is called 'the letter'. Because they have ignored the meaning designated by 
the end of the finger which they call the literal interpretation, they will never penetrate into the Absolute." 

Cf. the Chinese versions of the Lankavatara, T 670, k. 4, p. 507a; Y 671, k. 6, p. 551c; T 672, k. 5, p. 616a. 

780 According to the extract from the Bodh. bhumi cited above, adhigamajhana is the wisdom coming from meditation 
(bhdvanamaya) while vijhdna is the wisdom coming from hearing and reflecting ( srutacintdmaya ). - See in Kosa, IX, p. 
248, the references gathered by de La Vallee Poussin that refer to the Bhagavadglta, among other texts. 

781 This concerns the three agraprajhapti proclaiming the superiority of the Triratna. See the original Pali in Itivuttaka, 
p. 87; Aiiguttara, II, p. 34; III, p. 35: Yavata bhikkhave sattci apadd va dvipadd .... tathdgatasavakasamgho tesam 
cikkhayati. 
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acquires great merit ( punya )."782 "Discipline ( sila ) allows one to be reborn among the gods"^^, etc. - On 
the other hand, that sutra is of indeterminate meaning which says: "By preaching the Dharma, the Dharma 
teacher ( dhanndcdrya ) is assured of five benefits: great merit, people's love, beauty, renown, final 
attainment of nirvana."784 

Why is this sutra of indeterminate meaning? It is evident and easy to understand that generosity ( ddna ) 
involves great merit ( mahdpunya ), [but it is not so clear] that preaching the Dharma ( dharmadesana ), 
which is not a material gift ( dmisaddna ), is meritorious, as this sutra would have it. Nevertheless, it is 
meritorious; for the preacher, by praising generosity in every way, destroys the greed (: matsarya ) of others 
and combats his own greed: this is why his preaching is meritorious. [But the sutra's allegation being itself 
unclear], is called 'of indeterminate meaning (anitdrtha)'. Many sutras, out of skillful means ( updya ), say 
things that [seem] to be inexact [at first sight and which require explanation]. 

Thus, a sutra has said that "two Buddhas cannot appear together in the same world", but by 'the same 
world' the sutra does not mean to designate all the universes of the ten directions. The sutra also says that 
"two cakravartin kings are not found in the world together"; it does not mean to say that two cakravartin 
kings cannot coexist in the same trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu; it says only that two cakravartin kings 
cannot coexist in the same cdturdvipaka (universe of four continents). It is necessary to aquire very pure 
merit (punyavisuddhi ) in order to reign over the entire world without encountering a rival [as is the case for 
the cakravartins]. If there were two kings [in the same world], that would mean that their merit was not 
pure. Similarly, although the Buddhas have no feeling of jealousy ( Trsyd ) one against the other, over 
lifetimes they have accomplished such pure actions that they cannot both appear in the same world 
(lokadhatu), namely, in the same trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu consisting of a a million Mount 
Sumenis, a million suns and moons. In the ten directions, these trisahasramahasahasralokadhatus are as 
numerous as the sands of the Ganges and each of them consitutes the universe of a Buddha 
(i ekabuddhalokadhdtu ); only one Buddha is found there, never two. In one of these Buddha universes, the 
single buddha Sakyamuni incessantly creates emanated Buddhas ( nirmanabuddha ) who resort to preaching 
(i dharmaparydya ), to apparitional bodies ( kdya ), to causes and skillful means (updya) of all kinds in order 
to save beings. It is in this sense that it is said in many sutras that two Buddhas cannot exist simultaneously 
in the same world. That does not mean that there are not [many] Buddhas in the ten directions [at the same 
time]. 


The corresponding Sanskrit phrase is in the Divyavadana, p. 155, and Avadanasataka, I, p. 49-50; 329-330. Ye kecit sattva 

apadd vd dvipadd . Tathdgatasravakasamghas tesam agrci dkhyatah. 

See development of the phrase in Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 12, p. 602a. 

782 See these five advantages in Ahguttara, III, p. 41. 

783 ibid.. Ill, p. 253: Silava silasampanno kayassa bhedci pcirammarand sugatim saggatn lokatn upapajjati. 

784 -phis sutra attributes the same benefits to preaching as to generosity; the latter are listed in Ahguttara, III, p. 41: Pane 
'ime bhikkhave dane anisamsa .... sugatim saggam likam upapajjati. 

But if it is clear that these benefits result from generosity, it is less clear that they should also be attributed to preaching. 
Hence the necessity for an explanation that will lead the exegetists to place the sennon on the five advantages of 
preaching into the neyarthasutra category. 
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Refutation of argument number 3. - You also made the objection: "The Buddha has said that it is hard to 
find a Buddha Bhagavat" and you said that in 91 kalpas, only three kalpas had a [125 c] Buddha and that 
the other kalpas were empty, lacking a Buddha, and were miserable. 

The Buddha has in mind those guilty men who have not planted the roots of good needed to see a Buddha 
(i anavaropitakusalamula buddhadarsandya) when he said: "The appearance of a Buddha is a rare thing, as 
rare as the appearance of a flower on the udumbara tree ( Ficus glomerata)". Indeed, these sinners cycle 
through the three bad destinies ( durgati ), sometimes even being reborn among humans or among the gods; 
but when a Buddha appears in the world, they are unable to see him. It is said that among the 900,000 
householders in the city of SravastI, 300,000 saw the Buddha, 300,000 heard him speak but did not see 
him, 300,000 did not even hear him speak. Now the Buddha lived at SravastI for 25 years and, if some 
citizens did not see him and some did not hear him speak, what can be said of people living far away? 

One day, accompanied by Ananda, the Buddha went to SravastI on his alms-round. A poor old woman was 
standing at the roadside. Ananda said to the Buddha: "This woman is worthy of compassion; the Buddha 
should save her." The Buddha replied: "This woman does not have the conditions required [to be saved]." 
Ananda continued: "May the Buddha approach her. When she sees the Buddha with his major marks 
(laksana ) and minor marks ( anuvyanjana ) and his rays ( rasmi ), she will experience a joyful mind 
(muditacitta ) and will thus fulfill the required conditions." Then the Buddha came near the woman, but she 
turned away and showed her back to him. The Buddha tried to approach her from four different sides; each 
time she turned her back to him in the same way. She looked up in the air, but when the Buddha came 
down to her, she lowered her head at once. The Buddha rose up from the earth [to make her see him], but 
she lowered her face with her hands and did not want to look at the Buddha.785 jhen the Buddha said to 
Ananda: "What more can I do? Everything is useless; there are people who do not fulfill the conditions 
necessary for being saved and who do not succeed in seeing the Buddha." That is why the Buddha has said 
that it is as difficult to meet a Buddha as a flower on the udumbara tree. With the Buddha, it is like rain¬ 
water ( varsajala ), easy to receive in folded hands, but which the pretas, ever thirsty, never get786 

You say that in 91 kalpas, only three times has there been a Buddha. This holds for one Buddha universe 
taken alone but does not hold for all the Buddha universes taken together. Similarly, the other affirmation 
which says that "the other kalpas were empty, without Buddhas, and miserable", applies only to one 
Buddha universe alone and not to all the others taken together. This is why we affirm the existence of the 
Buddhas of the ten directions. 


ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR OF THE PFURAFITY OF BUDDHAS 

Furthermore, the Buddhas of the ten directions do appear in the sravaka texts, but you do not understand 
these texts. 


785 ghouls no t e q la t there is no ill will on the part of the woman. The text does not say that she does not want to see 
the Buddha, but simply that she is incapable of seeing him because her merits are insufficient. 

7^6 On the Tantalus-like torment of the pretas, see, e.g., Sutralamkara, tr. Huber, p. 99-100. 
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1) In the Tsa a han king (Samyuktagamasutra),^? it is said: "When it is pouring rain, the rain drops 
(i bindu ) are so close together that they cannot be counted. It is the same for the universes ( lokadhdtu ). In 
the east (purvasyam dis), I see innumerable beings born, subsisting and perishing. Their number is very 
great, defying calculation. It is the same in the ten directions. In these universes of the ten directions, 
innumerable beings undergo the threefold physical suffering ( kdyaduhkha), old age (jam), sickness 
(vyddhi) and death ( marana ); the threefold mental suffering, desire ( rdga ), hatred ( dvesa ) and ignorance 
( moha ); and the threefold suffering of rebirth ( punarbhavaduhkha ), rebirth among the damned ( naraka ), 
the pretas and animals ( tiiyagyoni ). All of these universes have three types of men, inferior ( avara ), 
middling ( madhya ) or [126 a] superior ( agra ). Inferior men are attached ( sakta ) to present happiness, 
middling men to future happiness, superior men seek the Path; they are filled with loving-kindness ( maitri ) 
and compassion ( karund ) and have pity for beings." When the causes and conditions [necessary for the 
coming of a Buddha] are present, why would the effect, [namely, the coming of a Buddha] not be 
produced? The Buddha has said: "If there were no sickness, old age and death, Buddhas would not 
appear." "^88 That is because when one sees people tormented by old age, sickness and death, one makes 
the resolution (pranidhdna ) to become Buddha in order to save all beings, cure their mental illnesses and 
take them out of the pain of rebirths. Now, precisely these universes of the ten directions show all the 
causes and conditions required for the coming of a Buddha ( buddhaprddurbhdva ). How can you say that 
our universe is the only one to have a Buddha and the others do not? You merit as little credence as the 
person who says: "Here there is wood, but there is no fire; the ground is wet, but there is no water." It is the 
same for the Buddha. These beings suffer the pains of old age, sickness and death in their bodies; their 
minds are subject to the sicknesses of desire (rdga), hatred (dvesa) and ignorance (moha); the Buddha 
appears in the world to destroy this threefold suffering and introduce beings into the triple vehicle 
(ydnaytraya ). How could the Buddha not appear in all the universes where this suffering exists? It would 
be wrong to say that s single remedy (agada) is enough to cure numberless blind people (andhapurusa) 
[and consequently, a single Buddha to cure numberless beings]. Therefore the Buddhas of the ten 
directions must necessarily exist. 

2) Furthermore, a sutra^89 j n the Tch'ang a han (DIrghagama) says: "There was a king of the asuras, 
guardian of the north; during the last watch of the night, he went to the Buddha with many hundreds of koti 
of asuras, and having bowed down to the Buddha's feet, he stood to one side; emitting a pure light, he 
illumined the Jetavana with a great light. Joining his hands together, he praised the Buddha with the 
following stanzas: 

Great hero, I take refuge in you! 

Buddha, the greatest of those who walk on two feet. 


787 I [Lamotte] have not found this sutra in T 99 where it should appear. Excepting error, it is lacking in the Pali 
Samyutta. 

^88 Aiiguttara, V, p. 144: Tayo bhikkhave dhamma loke na samvijjeyyum. na Tcithagato loke uppajjeyya araham 
sammasambuddho... Katame tayo? Jdti ca jara ca maranan ca. 

789 ■phis is the start of the Atanatikasutra in Sanskrit, the text of which has already been given above. 
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What you know with the wisdom-eye 
The gods cannot understand. 


Whether they be past, future, or present 
I bow before all the Buddhas. 

Taking refuge today in the Buddha 

I also pay homage equally to the Buddhas of the three times." 

In these stanzas, it is a question of the Buddhas of the ten directions; the asura king bows before the 
Buddhas of the three times; then, in particular, he takes refuge in the Buddha Sakyamuni. If the actual 
Buddhas of the ten directions did not exist, he would take refuge only in the Buddha Sakyamuni and he 
would not say anything about the other past ( atita ), future ( andgata ) or present ( pratyutpanna ) Buddhas. 
This is why we affirm the existence of the Buddhas of the ten directions. 

3) Furthermore, if there were, in the past, innumerable Buddhas, if there will be, in the future, innumerable 
Buddhas, there must also be, in the present, innumerable Buddhas. 

4) Furthermore, if, in the sravaka texts, the Buddha had spoken of incalculable ( asamkhyeya ) and 
innumerable (apramana ) Buddhas of the ten directions, beings would have said: "Since Buddhas are so 
easy to find, it is not necessary to seek deliverance ( vimoksa ) zealouly. If we won't meet this particular 
Buddha, we'll meet another one later." Out of laziness (kausfdya) they would not diligently seek their 
salvation. A gazelle that has not been shot at by [126b] an arrow ( sara ) does not know fear; but once it has 
been shot at, it bounds away [at the approach of the hunter]. In the same way, people who know the 
sufferings of old age (jara), sickness ( vyadhi ) and death ( marana ) and who have heard that there is but one 
Buddha who is very hard to find, feel fear, make energetic efforts and quickly come to escape from 
suffering. This is why, in the sravaka texts, the Buddha has not spoken about the existence of the Buddhas 
of the ten directions but neither did he say they do not exist. 

5) If the Buddhas of the ten directions exist and if you deny their existence, you are committing a sin of 
immediate retribution (dnantaryapatti). On the other hand, if the Buddhas of the ten directions do not exist 
and, nevertheless, I affirm their existence merely to produce the notion of Buddhas infinite in number 
(i apramdnabuddhasamjnd ), I gain the merit of paying homage to them (satkarapunya). Why is that? 
Because it is good intention ( kusalacitta ) that makes great merit. Thus, in the samadhi of loving-kindness 
(maitrfcittasamadhi), one considers all beings and sees them all happy; even though there is no real benefit 
for the beings [to be considered as happy], the person who considers them in this way with loving-kindness 
gains immense merit. It is the same for [the person who sets out] the idea of the Buddhas of the ten 
directions. 

If the Buddhas of the ten directions really exist and if one denies their existence, one commits the 
extremely grave sin of attacking the Buddhas of the ten directions. Why? Because one is attacking 
something true. The person does not see these Buddhas with his fleshly eye ( mdmsacaksus ); but if he 
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affirms their existence out of faith ( cittaprasada ), his merit (punya ) is immense. On the contrary, if he 
mentally denies their existence, since these Buddhas actually exist, his sin ( dpatti ) is very grave. If, then, 
the person should believe in the existence [of the Buddhas of the ten directions] from their own lights, why 
should he not then believe in them when the Buddha in person has proclaimed the existence of these 
Buddhas in the Mahayana? 


LARGE NUMBER OF SAVIORS, BUT SMALL NUMBER OF THE 
ELECT 

Question. - In the ten directions, if there is an immense number of Buddhas and bodhisattvas, why do they 
not come [to the aid] of the beings who, at the present time, are falling into the three bad destinies 
( durgati )? 

Answer. - 1) Because the sins ( dpatti ) of these beings are too serious.790 Even if the Buddhas and 
bodhisattvas come [to their aid], these beings would not see them. 

2) Moreover, the dharmakaya Buddhas ceaselessly emit rays ( rasmi ) and ceaselessly preach the Dharma 
but, because of their sins, these beings neither see nor hear them. Thus, when the sun ( surya ) rises, blind 
people ( andha ) do not see it; when thunder ( vajra ) shakes the earth, deaf people ( badhira ) do not hear it; 
similarly, the dharmakaya emits rays ceaselessly and preaches the Dharma ceaselessly, but the beings who 
have accumulated sins ( dpatti ) and stains {mala) in the course of innumerable kalpas do not see it and do 
not hear it. If the mirror ( ddarsa ) is clear or if the water (Jala ) is limpid, one can see one's image in it; but if 
the mirror is dirty or the water disturbed, one sees nothing; in the same way, beings of pure mind see the 
Buddha, while those of impure mind do not see him. Although even today, the Buddhas and bodhisattvas 
of the ten directions come to save beings, they cannot see them. 

3) Moreover, the Buddha Sakyamuni, born in JambudvTpa, lived in Kapilavastu, but often traveled to the 
six great cities of eastern India.791 One day he flew to southern India to the home of the vaisya Yi eul 
(Kotikarna), whose veneration he received.792 Another day, he went to northern India to the kingdom of 


790 Qf Samdhinirmocana, IX, st. 25: If the bodhisattvas have at their disposal inexhaustible wealth, if they are 
compassionate, how is it that there are still miseries in the world? This is solely the fault of the sins of beings. If there 
were not sins standing in opposition to their happiness, how would there be wretched people in the world since the 
bodhisattvas think only of helping others and have inexhaustible wealth? It is like the pretas tortured by thirst; they see 
the water of the ocean dry up in front of them. This torture cannot be imputed to the ocean; it is due to the retribution of 
the sins committed by the pretas. Similarly here, the suffering of wretched people cannot be imputed to this ocean which 
is the generosity of the bodhisattvas, but solely to the demoniacal actions that are the sins of beings. 

791 The frequent visits of the Buddha to the six large cities of eastern India and especially to Rajagrha and SravastI has 
already been noted. 

792 77 , e journey of the Buddha to southern India and his reception by Kotikarna. - The legend of Kotikarna in the 
Vinayas has been studied by S. Levi, Sur la recitation primitive des textes bouddhiques, JA, May-June, 1915, p. 401-417. 
The sources are Pali Vinaya, I, p. 194 seq.; Udana, p. 37 seq.; Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1447, k. 1, p. 1048c-1053c 
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the Yue tche; there he subdued the naga-king A po lo (Apalala); then, going to the west of the Yue tche 
kingdom, he subdued the raksasl, stayed in her cave ( guha ) and, even until today, the Buddha's shadow has 
remained there: those who go 

[126 c] inside the cave see nothing, but when they come outside, they see the rays at a distance. Finally, 
the Buddha flew to Ki pin (Kapisa?) on the mountain of the rsi Li po t'o (Revata); remaining in space, he 
subdued this rsi, who said to him: "I would like to stay here; would the Buddha please leave me one of his 
hairs ( kesa ) and one of his fingernails ( nakha )?" The rsi then built a stupa to venerate them which still 


(corresponding exactly to the Kotikarnavadana in the Divya, p. 1-24); Sarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1435, k. 25, p. 178a-182a; 
Mahlsasaka Vinaya, T 1421, k. 21, p. 144a; Dhannagupta Vinaya, T 1328, k. 39, p. 845b. 

In all these sources, Kotikarna is a disciple of Mahakatyayana. Teacher and disciple lived in the kingdom of Avanti, 
capital UjjayinI, on the Malva plateau. In the Pali Vinaya and the Udana, the kingdom is called Avanti; in the 
Dhannagupta and Mahlsasaka Vinayas, Aspakdvati; in the Sarvastivadin Vinaya, Asmakavanti; in the Miilasarvastivadin 
Vinaya, Asma Aparanataka. - Kotikarna went to visit the Buddha who was staying at SravastI in the Jetavana (or, 
according to the Dhannagupta Vinaya, at Rajagrha on the Grdhrakutaparvata). He prostrated before the Buddha and sat 
down at one side. The Buddha welcomed him in the usual way. Ananda prepared Kotikarna's bed in the Buddha's cell. 
The Buddha came to his cell after midnight and Kotikarna followed. At the request of the teacher, Kotikarna recited the 
Arthavarga and the Buddha congratulated him. Kotikarna infonned the Buddha about the difficulties of observing the 
monastic precepts in remote countries; in southern countries and in Avanti, where monks were few, the Buddha allowed 
five monks to conduct ordination; he also permitted the constant use of baths and shoes. 

Thus it is established from the texts that Kotikarna once went from Avanti to SravastI (or Rajagrha) to make the 
acquaintance of the Buddha. On the other hand, the sources do not say that the Buddha ever went to Avanti, or any other 
place to visit Kotikarna. Nevertheless, the Mpps is explicit: "One day the Buddha flew to southern India to the home of 
the vaisya Kotikarna, who paid his respects to him." But the Mpps is wrong. Let us see what the error consists of and let 
us try to explain it. 

a) It is wrong that the Buddha ever went to Kotikarna in Avanti, but it is true that he visited southern India. On the 
invitation of Puma and his brothers, he went to Surparaka, capital of Sronaparanta (southern Konkan). The voyage is 
described in the Miilasarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1448, k. 3, p. 14b23-17a21; Divyavadana, p. 16-55 (tr. Bumouf, 
Introduction, p. 234-245); Papanca, V, p. 90-92; Marattha, II, p. 378-379. The Buddha flew there with five hundred 
arhats. On the way, he converted five hundred widows, five hundred rsis and the sage Vakkalin. He landed in Surparaka 
in the sandalwood palace ( candanmala prcisadci ) which he changed into crystal. On returning, he converted the naga 
kings Krsna and Gautamaka and, according to the Pali sources, he left the imprint of his foot on the bank of the Nammada 
(actually the Nerbudda) river. From there, he went to the Marlcika heaven to convert Bhadrakanya, Maudgalyayana's 
mother. Finally at the speed of thought, he returned to SravastI to the Jetavana. 

b) There is no doubt that the Mpps is alluding to this voyage when it says that the Buddha flew to southern India. But why 
does it say that the Buddha went to the home of Kotikarna when the Buddha was received by Puma? Probably because 
Surparaka, Puma's city, is located in Sronaparanta and the surname of Kotikarna is Srona (in Pali, Sona Kotikanna). The 
Mpps is not alone in having brought together the name of the country and the surname of heroes, whereas in the other 
Vinayas which we have analyzed above, Kotikarna is the disciple of Mahakatyayana and a native of Avanti. The 
Mahasamghika Vinaya, T 1425, k. 23, p. 415c, has it that he was a disciple of Puma and living at Chou na 
(Sronaparanta). 
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exists today; at the foot of this mountain is the monastery ( vihara ) of Li yue, to be pronounced Li po t'o 
(Revata).^93 


^93 The journey of the Buddha to the north-west of India. - The Mpps briefly recalls only the more important incidents: 
the subjugation of the naga Apalala, the conversion of the raksasl, the miracle of the shadow, the conversion of Revata. - 
The cycle of Asoka is hardly any more prolix; it mentions only four incidents: 

Tsa a han, T 99, k. 23, p. 165b: “When the Buddha was about to enter into nirvana, he converted the naga-king Apalala, 
the master-potter (kumbhakdra) , the candala, the naga Gopali; then he went to the kingdom of Mathura." 

Divyavadana, p. 348 (corrupt text): Yadd Bhagavdn parinirvanakalasamaye ’parldlanagam vinvya kumbhkdrim Canddlun 
Gopalun cha tesdm Mathurdm anuprdptah. 

A yu wang tchouan, T 2042, k. 9, p. 102b, adds some geographical indications: "Once, when the Buddha was in the 
kingdom of Ou tch'ang (Uddiyana), he subdued the naga, A po po (Apalala). In the kingdom of K'i pin (probably Kapisa, 
and not Kasmir as Przyluski, Asoka, p. 245, would have it) he converted the fan tche (brahmacarin) teacher. In the 
kingdom of K'ien t'o wei (Gandhara), he converted the tchen t'o lo (candala). In the kingdom of Gandhara, he subdued the 
ox-naga (gonaga , i.e., Gopalanaga). Then he went to Mathura." The voyage is told in detail in the Mulasarvastivadin 
Vinaya, Ken pen chouo... yao che, T 1448, k. 9, p. 40b6-41cl. The judicious comments of S. Levi in Catalogue 
geographique des Yaksha, JA, Jan.-Feb., 1914, passim should be added to the translation given by Przyluski, Le Nord- 
Ouest de I'Inde, JA, Nov.-Dec., 1914, p. 510-517. 

With some goodwill, one may retrace the major stages of this journey by taking as an outline the Mulasarvastivadin 
Vinaya and introducing into it the information provided by the Mpps, the Kouan fo san mei (T 643) and especially the 
Chinese pilgrims Fa hien (in Kao seng fa hien tchouan, T 2085), Song yun (in Lo yang k'ie lan ki, T 2092) and Hiuan 
tsang (in Si yu ki, T 2087 and Ta ts'eu ngen sseu san tsang fa che tchouan, T 2053), who visited north-west India in 399, 
520 and 630 respectively. For greater objectivity, I [Lamotte] will refer to the sources directly and not the translations of 
Legge and Giles (for Fa hien), Chavannes (for Song yun), Sr. Julien, Beal and Watters (for Hiuan Tsang). Despite its late 
date, the Avadanakalpalata, ch. 34-57 (ed. Mitra, II, p. 110-151) merits all the attention given to it by Dcmieville in his 
study on Versions chinoises du Milindapcihha, BEFEO, XXIV, 1924, p. 36-43. The splendid Greco-Buddhist discoveries 
of Foucher and the French archeological work in Afghanistan pennit us to trace the Buddha's footsteps on the maps they 
have prepared. Cf. A. Foucher, Notes sur la geographique ancienne du Gandhara, BEFEO, I, 1901, p. 322-369; Notes sur 
I'itineraire de Hiuan tsang en Afghanistan, Etudes asiatiques, Paris, 1925; De Kdpisi a Puskaravati, BSOS, VI, p. 341 - 
348; J. Barthoux, Les Fouilles de Hadda, Paris, 1933., p. 4: map of the Jelal-Abad district. 

According to the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya (l.c.), after having crossed the Indus towards the west, the Buddha took eight 
stages to cross Uddiyana, the Lampaka, and arrived in the neighborhood of Peshawar. 

1st stage. - In the kingdom of the Yue tche (Mpps, p. 126b), in Uddiyana (A yu wang tchouan, p. 102b), near the sources 
of the Swat (Si yu ki, p. 882b), he subdued the Naga Apalala. We have already studied the legends relating to this naga 
and we have seen that except for the P'ou sa pen hing king, T 155, k. 2, p. 116b-c, which locates him in the pool of Yeou 
lien, near Rajagrha, the other sources locate him in the north-west. 

The Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya (l.c.) gives a detailed account of the struggle between the Buddha and the naga: 
Accompanied by Vajrapani, the Buddha arrives at Apalala's palace. Furious, the naga-king rises up in the air and rains 
down a deluge of hail and clods of earth. Having entered the meditation on loving-kindness, the Buddha changes the 
hailstones and the earthen clods into various perfumes. The naga hastens to send weapons against him which are 
immediately changed into lotus flowers. Then Apalala spreads a cloud of smoke which the Buddha counters with another 
cloud of perfume. On the Buddha's order, Vajrapani with his club destroys the mountain crest which crumbles and fills up 
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the naga's lake. To prevent the latter from fleeing, the Buddha sends out flames everywhere. Apalala takes refuge close to 
the Buddha where the earth is quiet and cool. Subdued, he takes refuge in the Three Jewels. 

The taming of Apalala is represented on the Gandharan bas-relifs (Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, I, fig 270-275) and 
the Chinese pilgrims Fa hien (p. 858a), Song yun (p. 1020a) and Hiuan tsang (p. 882c) add further details: they note the 
place where the Buddha dried his kasaya wetted by the naga, the rock where he left his foot-print, the spring where he 
chewed a willow twig which he planted and which immediately became a big tree. 

2nd stage. - Conversions of the rsi and the yaksa in the villages of Tsiu lou (in Tib., Yul ghis grags su ) and Kantha, which 
must certainly be located on the upper Swat. 

3rd stage. - Sojourn in the rice-granary city which is none other than Mangalaor, in Sanskrit, Mangalapura, the Mong kie 
li of Fiiuan tsang (p. 883b), capital of the Uddiyana kings. There, according to the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya and Hiuan 
tsang, the Buddha healed and converted the mother of king Uttarasena. 

It seems that after this third stage, the Buddha, either walking or flying south-west, went directly to Lampaka (Lamghan) 
a district of Afghanistan located on the middle course of the Kubha river, (Kabul). Its main cities are Nagarahara (Jelal- 
abad) and Hadda (cf. J. Barthoux, Les fouilles de Hadda , I and III, Paris, 1933). Its neighbor to the east is Gandhara, 
cradle of Greco-Buddhist art, made famous by the works of Foucher; to the west, Kapisa, capital KapisI (Begram), 
illustrated by the French archeological works in Afghanistan (cf. J. Hackin, Recherches archeologiques a Begram , 2 vol., 
Paris, 1939; J. Hackin and J. Carl, Recherches archeologiques au Col de Khair khanah, Paris, 1936). Note that Lampaka, 
long a tributary of Kapisa (cf. Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, k. 2, p. 878b) is often confused with it in the texts. 

4th stage. - City of Revata (Chin., Kiyi to, Tib., Dbah Idan) where the Buddha converted the master potter ( kumbakdra) 
as is told at length in the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya (l.c.). We have seen that the A yu sang tchouan locates the conversion 
of this brahmacarin teacher at K'ipin. Pryzluski, Legende d'Asoka, p. 245, thinks that K'i pin means here the Kasmir, but I 
[Lamotte] have good reason to think that is it rather Kapisa-Lampaka. This is not impossible because if "it is certain that, 
in the translations of Buddhist texts prior to the year 600, Ki pin always corresponds, when we have a parallel Sanskrit 
text, to Kasmir and not to Kapisa-Lampaka, ... theoretically it is not impossible that Ki pin may have originally meant 
KapisI," (P. Pelliot, Tokharien et Koutcheen, JA, Jan.-Mar., 1934, p. 39 note). The Mpps tells us that here the rsi Revata 
built a stupa on a mountain, containing the hair and finger-nails of the Buddha and that, at the foot of this mountain, there 
was still at his time the vihara called Revata. 

Fa hien (p. 839a) found a stupa 400 paces from the Cave of the Buddha's Shadow built over the hair and finger-nails of 
the Buddha, located a half-yojana from Nagarahara, Hiuan tsang (Si yu ki, p. 879a) found this same stupa at the north¬ 
west side of the cave; it contained, he said, the Buddha's hair and nails. Song yun (p. 1021c) also notes at Nagarahara 
some famous relics containing the tooth and the hair of the Buddha. This can only be the stupa built by Revata and the 
relics gathered by him after his conversion. 

Therefore Revata's stupa and vihara are near Nagarahara and the mountain of K'i pin in question here is to be found in 
Kapisa-Lampaka and not in Kasmir 

The monastery of Revata (in Chinese Li yue or Li po t'o) was well-known. In the legend of Asoka (Divyavadana, p. 399; 
Tsa a han, T 99, k. 23, p. 169a-b; A yu wang tchouan, T 2042, k. 2, p. 105a; A yu wang king, t. 2043, k. 3, p. 139c), the 
great emperor, in a mystical trance, invited the faithful wise men dwelling in the pleasant city of Kasmlra or the viharas of 
Tamasavana, Mahavana and Revataka. The pleasant city of Kasmlra, as the name indicates, is in Kasmir; the Tamasvana 
and the Mahavana (Sounigram) are in Uddiyana (cf. Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2097, k. 4, p. 889b; k. 3, p. 883a); as for 
Revataka, we locate it in Kapisa. The latter enjoyed great veneration by the faithful. The Sutralamkara (tr. Huber, p. 429) 
mentions the case of a poor man and a poor woman from K'ipin (Kapisa) who went so far as to sell themselves in order to 
make offerings to the monks of the Revata monastery. 
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We may add that there are many 'Revata's' in Buddhist hagiography; Malalasekara's dictionary of proper names (II, p. 
751-755) counts no less than a dozen and the list is not complete. There was, notably in a monastery of Kasmir, a Revata 
or rather a Raivataka, who was the hero of an avadana told in chap. 103 of the Avadanakalpalata, ed. S.C. Das, II, p. 979: 
Purd Raivatako ndma Kasmiresu sucivratah / 

Bhiksuh Sailavihare 'bhut sarvabhutadayasrah // 

"Among the Kasmirians in the Craggy Monastery, there once was a monk with pure vows, named Raivataka, the 
compassionate support of all beings." 

The Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 125, p. 654c-655b, tells his misadventure at length: Once in the kingdom of Kiel cho mi lo 
(Kasmlra), there was a capital called Pi lo tch'a (Biratha). Not far from this city there was a monastery ( samghdrdma), the 
Che yai (Sailavihara) where there lived a bhiksu-arhat. One day, he was about to dye his robe when a man approached 
and asked if he had seen his calf. When the monk replied in the negative, the man examined the inoffensive dye-vat; fate, 
or rather the law of kanna, had it that the man mistook the robe for a cow's hide, the dye for its blood and the vat for the 
head of the cow. The bhiksu was thrown into prison by the king and his pupils were not concerned about him. After many 
years, they came anyway to reclaim him from the king and to protest his innocence. When he was to be liberated, the 
bhiksu had changed so much in appearance that nobody recognized him any; they had to shout aloud in the prison: 
"Where are you, O sramana? By the royal favor you are free." The bhiksu leapt out of prison and flew up into the air. At 
this sight, the king felt remorse and apologized to the bhiksu who affirmed that he had never felt any anger towards the 
king and recommended that his students not hold it against the king. A young sramanera who had not heard this advice, 
inwardly cursed the evil city that had imprisoned his master for so many years. An amanusya, divining his thoughts, 
caused a rain of earth to fall that completely destroyed the capital of Kasmir. 

[Chavannes, who was unaware of the above-mentioned sources, knew the story of the bhiksu Revata from two tales 
incorporated in the Kieou tsa p'i yu king, T 206, no. 32, k. 1, p. 516a, and Tsa pao tsang king, T 203, no. 19, k. 2, p. 457b. 
He translated them in his Contes, I, p. 395; III, p. 15-17.] 

5th stage. - The city of Green Reeds (Chin. Lou so; Tib. Gsih ma can] where the Buddha converted a yaksa and his 
family. 

6th stage. - The city of 'Shelter-heap' (Sansk. Kiitapala) where the Buddha converted the cow-herder (gopdla ) and the 
naga-king Sou tchd. This passage from the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya is probably interpolated; it should read "where the 
Buddha converted the naga-king Gopala". Other sources tell us that the Buddha left his shadow in the naga's cave; here is 
their content: 

a. The Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya places the conversion of the naga-king Gopala at Kutipala but does not mention the 
Cave of the Shadow. 

b. Fa hien and Song yun describe the Cave of the Shadow at length which they locate at Nagarahara but say nothing of 
the conversion of the naga Gopala. 

c. Hiuan tsang places at Nagarahara both the conversion of the naga Gopala and the Cave of the Buddha's Shadow. 

d. The Kouan fo san mei hai king locates at Nagarahata the conversion of a naga whose name it does not mantion and that 
of five raksasl. It describes at length the circumstances that led to the Buddha leaving his shadow in the naga's cave. 

e. The Mpps places the conversion of the female raksasl and the Cave of the Buddha's Shadow in the west of the land of 
Yue tche. 

No doubt the same legend lies hidden beneath the divergences of detail. Some citations from these sources will convince 
the reader: 

Fa hien tchouan, T 2085, p. 859a3-7: "If one follows the mountain chain to the south-west, half a yojana south of the city 
of Nagarahara, there is a rock cave where the Buddha left his shadow. When one looks at it at from a distance of more 
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than ten paces, it has the appearance of the true shape of the Buddha with his golden color ( suvarnavarna ), his major 
marks (Jaksana) and minor marks ( anuvyanjana ), his rays ( rasmi) and his light ( prabha ). The closer one gets, it becomes 
dimmer as if it were an illusion. When the kings of the neighboring regions sent their artists to make a copy of it, none of 
them succeeded. In this land there is a popular tradition that says that the thousand Buddhas must all leave their shadow 
there." 

[The difficulties always experienced by artists trying to reproduce the Buddha's image are illustrated by a short tale told 
by the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1442, k. 45, p. 874a-b; Divyavadana, p. 547 (tr. Burnouf, Introduction, p. 304; San 
pao kan ying yao lio you, T 2084, k. 1, p. 827-828: Rudrayana, king of Roruk, made a gift to Bimbisara, king of 
Magadha, of a marvellous breastplate. The latter, in return, wished to send him a portrait of the Buddha, but the painters 
entrusted with this work were unable to take their eyes off their divine model and their hands remained inactive. The 
Buddha then projected his shadow onto a cloth; the painter then traced the outline and added the colors.] 

Song yun, Lo yang k'ie lan ki, T 2092, k. 3, p. 1021c-1022a (according to the corrections and translations of E. 
Chavannes, Voyage de Song yun, BEFEO, III, 1903, p. 428): "I arrived in Nagarahara where I saw the cave with the 
Buddha's shadow; there is a door facing west; if one penetrates the mountain to a depth of fifteen paces and one looks 
from afar, then all the distinctive marks [of the Buddha] appear clearly; if one touches the place with one's hand, there is 
nothing but the face of the rock; if one withdraws gradually, one begins to see the face appear again in a remarkable way; 
that is a very rare phenomenon in the world. In front of the cave there is a square rock on which is the imprint of one of 
the Buddha's feet. One hundred paces south-west of the cave is the place where the Buddha washed his garments." 

A century later, Hiuan tsang also had the occasion to visit the cave, of which he gives ample detail. Cf. Si yu ki, T 2087, 
k. 2, p. 879a (tr. Beal, I, p. 93-95; Watters, I, p. 184) and Vie de Hiuan tsang, T 2053, k. 2, p. 229c-230a (tr. Beal, Life of 
Huien tseng, p. 61-62). He states that the Buddha's shadow, seen clearly at earlier times, was no longer visible except on 
rare occasions and to certain individuals. The Vie tells under what dramatic circumstances he himself was privileged to 
see the shadow; it is a fine page of religious literature which may be read in Grousset's Sur les traces du Buddha, Paris, 
1929, p. 93-95. 

According to Hiuan tsang, the cave had been inhabited fonnerly by the naga Gopala, a cow-herder who had been changed 
into a naga in revenge. Converted by the Buddha, he had asked him for pennission to remain in his cave always. Hiuan 
tsang confirms certain details already mentioned by his predessors: like Fa hien, he is aware of the tradition according to 
which the thousand Buddhas of the good kalpa must leave their shadow in this cave; like Song yun, he saw the place near 
the cave where the Buddha left the imprint of his feet and washed his clothes. He also notes, close to the cave, the 
presence of other caves "which the other noble disciples of the Buddha had occupied as their places of meditation." Now 
we know from the Kouan fo san mei hai king that the naga king and his raksasis had built five caves for the great 
disciples of the Buddha. 

The Kouan fo san mei hai king, T 643, k. 2, p. 670b-681b (tr. J. Przyluski, Le Nord-Oest de I'lnde, p. 565-568), was 
translated by Buddhabhadra (died 429), perhaps a native of Nagarahara (Bagchi, I, p. 341, n.3), thus in a good position to 
tell us the folklore of Lampaka. This very detailed work is perhaps the direct source of the Mpps. Here is a brief summary 
of it: 

The Buddha came to the kingdom of Na kie ho lo (Nagarahara), on the mountain of the old rsi, in the flowering forest of 
Jambu, at the shore of a poisonous naga's pool, north of the source of blue lotuses, in the cave of the raksas, south of the 
mountain A na sseu (Anasin). There was, at that time in the cave, five raksas who had been changed into female nagas 
and were the mates of a poisonous naga. They caused famine and epidemics in the land. Puspabhuti, king of Nagarahara, 
invited the Buddha to rid his kingdom of this scourge. Accompanied by Ananda and four great disciples, the Buddha went 
to the mountain of the old rsi and, with the help of Vajrapani and Maudgalyayana, vanquished the naga and the five 
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If people who were bom in the same country as the Buddha were unable to see him, then what can be said 
of strangers? Therefore, it is not because the Buddhas of the ten directions are unseen that one can say that 
they do not exist. 

4) Furthermore, the bodhisattva Mi Id (Maitreya), despite his great loving-kindness ( maitri), stays in his 
celestial palace and does not come here. But, because he does not come, can it be said that he does not 
exist? If we find it strange that Maitreya, who is so close [to us], does not come, why should we be 
surprised that the Buddhas of the ten directions who are so far away do not come [to us]? 

5) Furthermore, if the Buddhas of the ten directions do not come here, it is because beings are laden with 
very heavy wrong-doings ( dpatti ) and stains (mala), and do not fulfill the qualities ( guna ) needed to see the 
Buddhas. 

6) Moreover, the Buddhas, [before coming], first must know it the roots of good (kusalamula) of beings 
are ripe (pakva ) and their fetters ( samyojana ) light. It is only after that that they come here. It is said: 

By a preliminary examination, the Buddhas recognize beings 


raksasls. At their request, he agreed to stay for a time in the rock cave of the raksasls. When he wanted to leave, the naga- 
king asked him to stay with him forever. "If you leave me, I will never see the Buddha again," he lamented. "I will 
commit bad deeds again and fall back into my evil ways." The Buddha consoled him: "I accept; I will stay in the cave for 
fifteen hundred years." Then the Buddha performed a series of miracles; he leaped up and his body entered into the rock. 
The nagas all saw the Buddha who remained in the rock and whose brightness was seen outside. Without leaving the 
pool, they constantly saw the sun of the Buddha seated cross-legged inside the rock. When living beings saw him, it was 
by looking from a distance; from close up he was not visible.... The shadow also preached the Dharma." (tr. J. Przyluski). 
Finally, we may note that Foucher has identified the Cave of the Shadow near the village of Tchhar Bagh. The Buddha 
and bodisattvas have also left their shadows in several other places, notably at KausambI and at Gaya (cf. Kem, Manual, 
p. 90-91). In this latter city, the shadow is represented on a sculpted post: "A rock-hewn cell of the usual type, a stone bed 
inside shown in very low relief; on the right, two lay people richly clothed, approach with joined palms. Inside the cave, a 
small standing person had been painted, holding a monk's staff." (Coomarasawamy, La sculpture de Bodhgaya, p. 37 and 
pi. XLVII, 2). 

7th stage. - The seventh stage brought the Buddha to the city of Nandivardhana. According to the Miilasarvastivadin 
Vinaya, the Buddha converted king Devabhuti and his family there, the seven sons of the candali, the protector yaksa of 
the lake, the nagas Asvaka and Punarvasu, for whom he left his shadow in a lake close to the city, and finally the two 
yaksls Nalika and Nadodaya. 

S. Levi, who has collected a series of references on the city of Nandivardhana (cf. Catalogue geographique des Yaksa, p. 
78), locates it between Jelal-abad and Peshawar. The A yu wang tchouan (T 2042, k. 1, p. 102b), for what it is worth, 
restricts the area of search, for it places the conversion of the candali in Gandhara. This event having occurred at 
Nandivardhana, the city of this name is somewhere between the western border of Gandhara and the city of Peshawar. It 
is likely that the Buddha, leaving Nagarahara, crossed Lampaka in an easterly direction and entered Gandhara by the 
Khyber Pass (or more likely, by flying over the mountains) and arrived at Nandivardhana. 

8th and 9th stages. - On leaving Nandivardhana, the Buddha went to the city of KuntI, where he tamed the yaksl of the 
same name; then to the village of Kharjura where he foretold the building of the great caitya of Kaniska. Hiuan tsang (Si 
yu ki, T 2087, k. 2, p. 879c) tells us that the caitya was near Peshawar; archeologists have found its location in the tumuli 
at Shah-ki-Dheri. ' 
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Whom no skillful means ( updya ) can save, 

Those who are difficult to save or easy to convert. 

Those whose conversion will be slow or fast. 

By means of the rays, by the bases of miraculous power (. rddhibala ), 

By all kinds of means, the Buddhas save beings. 

There are rebels whom the Buddha avoids, 

There are rebels whom the Buddha does not protect. 

He has hard words for the violent who are difficult to convert; 

He has soft words for the gentle who are easy to save. 

Despite his loving-kindness, his compassion and his equanimity, 

He knows the favorable time and, in his wisdom, he uses skillful means. 

This is why, although the Buddhas of the ten directions do not come here, it cannot be said that they do not 
exist. 

7) Moreover, if the great arhats such as Sariputra, etc., and the great bodhisattvas such as Maitreya, etc., 
cannot know the wisdom ( prajnd ), power ( bala ), skillful means (updya) and superknowledges ( abhijnd ) of 
the Buddha, how could worldlings ( prthaqgjana ) know them? 

8) Finally, when, menaced by imminent danger, a being wholeheartedly invokes the Buddhas or great 
bodhisattvas, it sometimes happens that they do come to his aid. 

a. Thus in the west of Ta yue tche, near the monastery ( vihdra ) of BuddhosnIsa,794 there was a man 
suffering leprosy ( paman, kusta), a wind sickness ( vdyuvyddhi ). He went to the statue ( pratimd ) of the 
bodhisattva Pien ki (Samantabhadra); one-pointedly ( ekacittena ) he took refuge in him (saranam gatah) 
and, thinking of the qualities of the bodhisattva Samantabhadra, he asked him to remove his sickness. 
Immediately the statue of the bodhisattva rubbed the leper's body with the precious rays [that came] from 
his stoney hand and the sickness disappeared. 

b. In a certain land, there was a forest bhiksu ( aranyabhik.su ) who often recited the Mahayana [sutras]. The 
king of the land always gave him his hair ( kesa ) to trample under his [127 a] feet. A bhiksu said to the 
king: "This man, O maharaja, has not often recited the sutras; why do you pay him so much homage?" The 
king replied: " Once in the middle of the night, I went to see this bhiksu whom I found in a cave ( guhd ) 
reciting the Fa houa king (Saddharmapundarlkasutra). I saw another man with golden colored rays 


794 This is the precious relic of the Usnlsa, a bone fonnation on the skull of the Buddha; it was at Hi lo (Hadda), about 
five miles south of Nagarahara (Jelal-Abad). The Chinese pilgrims never failed to visit it and they describe in detail the 
festivals that took place there: Fa hien tchouan, T 2085, p. 858c (tr. Legge, p. 36-38); Lo yang k'ie lan ki, T 2092, k. 5, p. 
1021c (tr. Chavannes, BEFEO, III, 1903, p. 427-428); Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 2, p. 879a (tr. Beal, I, p. 96; Watters, I, p. 195- 
198); Yi tsing, Religieux eminents, tr. Chavannes, p. 24, 79, 105. 
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(,suvarnavarnarasmi ) mounted on a white elephant who, with joined palms (, krtanjali ), paid homage to the 
bhiksu. When I approached, he disappeared. 1 then asked the venerable one ( bhadanta ) why the man with 
the rays had disappeared at my arrival. The bhiksu answered: "That is the bodhisattva Pien ki 
(Samantabhadra); this bodhisattva has made the following vow: 'Each time someone recites the 
Saddharmapundarikasutra, I will come on a white elephant to teach him (avavdda).'^^^ As I was reciting 
the Saddharmapundarikasutra, the bodhisattva Samantabhadra came in person." [Note by Kumarajiva: Pien 
ki in the Fa houa king is called P'ou hien, Samantabhadra]. 

c. Finally, in a certain country, there was a bhiksu who recited the A mi t'o fo king (Amitabhabuddhasutra) 
and the Mo ho pan jo po lo mi (Mahaprajnaparamita). When he was about to die, he said to his students: 
"Here comes the Buddha Amitabha with his great samgha"; his body shook, he took refuge and died at 
once. After his death, his students built a funeral-pyre and burned him. The next day, among the ashes 
(bhasman ) they discovered the bhiksu's tongue (jihvd ) which had not burned up. Because he had recited 
the Amitabhabuddhasutra, this bhiksu had seen the buddha Amitabha come to him; because he had recited 
the Prajnaparamita, his tongue could not be burned.796 

These are facts of the present day, and the sutras tell of many cases of Buddhas and bodhisattvas appearing. 
Thus in many places there are people whose sins ( dpatti ), stains (mala) and bonds ( bandhana ) are light; 
they wholeheartedly ( ekacittena ) invoke the Buddha; their faith ( sraddhd ) is pure and free of doubt; they 
will necessarily succeed in seeing the Buddha and their efforts will not be in vain. 

For all these reasons, we know that the Buddhas of the ten directions really exist. 




795 xhis promise was made by Samantabhadra when, leaving the buddhafield of the buddha Ratnatejobhyudgataraja, he 
went to the Saha universe to visit Sakyamuni on the Grdhrakutaparvata. It is recorded in the Saddharmapundarlka, p. 475- 
476: ye ca bhagavan pastime kale pastime samaye pascimdydm pahcasatydm .... dandapariharam karisyami 
visadusanam karisyami. 

"If, at the end of time, in that last era during the last five hundred years [of the kalpa], O Bhagavat, monks or nuns or the 
faithful of both sexes, possessing, writing, researching, chanting this explanation of the Dharma, I will show my own 
body to them, the sight of which is pleasing to all beings. Mounted on a six-tusked white elephant, surrounded by a crowd 
of bodhisattvas, on the twenty-first day, I will go to the place where the Dharma teachers walk, and when I get there, I 
will teach these interpreters of the Dharma, I will make them accept the teaching, I will encourage them, I will fill them 
with joy and give them magical spells so that these interpreters of the Dharma will not be oppressed by anyone; so that 
not a single being, whether human or non-human, will have a chance to surprise them and so that women will be unable 
to seduce them. I will watch over them, I will ensure their safety, I will protect them from being beaten or being 
poisoned." (tr. Burnout). 

For the white elephant, the mount of Samantabhadra, cf. Kouan p'ou hien p'ou sa hing fa king, T 277, p. 390a. 

796 Qf Hobogirin, Amida, p. 25. 
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Sutra'. At that time, in that universe there was a bodhisattva called P'ou ming (Samantarasmi) - (Atlm tatra 
lokadhdtau Samantarasmir ndma bodhisattvah). 

Sdstra: For the meaning of the word 'bodhisattva' see Chapter VIII. 

Why is this bodhisattva called Samantarasmi? Because his rays ( rasmi ) illumine all the universes 
ceaselessly. 

Sutra: Seeing this great brilliance, this great trembling of the earth and the [ordinary] body of the Buddha, 
he went to the Buddha Ratnakara and said: “Bhagavat, what are the causes and conditions for this great 
brilliance that lights up the universe, for this great trembling of the earth and the appearance of the body of 
the Buddha?” ( mahdntum avabhasam drstvd tam ca mahantam prthivicalam tain ca mahantam 
prthivicalam tam ca bhagavatah prakrtam dtmabhdvam drstvd yena bhagavdn Ratndkaras 
tenopasamkrdmad upasamkramya tam tathdgatam etad avocat. ko bhagavan hetuh pratyayo ‘sya mahato 
‘vabhdsasya loke prddurbhdvdya, bhdvasya ca mahatah prthivTcdlasya, asya ca tathdgatasya 
prdkrtdtmabhdvasya samdarsandya). 

Sdstra : For the trembling of the earth, the body of the Buddha and his brilliance, see Act V, above. 

Question. - The bodhisattva Samantarasmi, the most venerable and the foremost of the bodhisattvas, should 
himself know all that. Why does he question the Buddha on this subject? 

Answer. - 1 ) Great as he is, the bodhisattva Samantarasmi is incapable of knowing the wisdom ( prajna ) 
and the miraculous power (rddhibala) of the Buddha; it is like the moon ( candra ) whose light, great 
though it is, disappears at day-break ( suryodaya ). This is why he asks the Buddha. 

2) Moreover, the bodhisattvas always want to see the Buddha and their hearts are insatiable [127 b] 
(i asamtusta ). Even without any reason, they wish to see the Buddha; what then can be said when they have 
good reasons? 

2) Moreover, Samantarasmi's motivation [for asking Ratnakara] in unquestionable. It is not astonishing that 
the calf ( vatsa ) follows its mother; it is normal for kinglets to come to greet the great king. Similarly, the 
great bodhisattvas who have derived such great benefits from the Buddha always wish to follow the 
Buddha. Thus, when the bodhisattva SamantaraOmi sees these things, his attention is awakened; [he says]: 
"This must be something very important." Seeing that the incalculable ( asamkhyeya) innumerable 
(i aprameya ) universes become visible one to another, he questions the Buddha. 

4) Finally, some say: The bodhisattva Samantarasmi [knows the reasons for these miracles] because he 
himself has miraculous power (. rddhibala ) or because the Buddha Sakyamuni makes them known to him. If 
he asks the Buddha, it is intended only for the lesser bodhisattvas who do not know. These lesser 
bodhisattvas, out of fear of objections, do not dare to question the Buddha; this is why Samantarasmi asks 
for them. The bodhisattva Samantarasmi guides the [RatnavatT] universe with its youths ( ddraka ) and 
maidens ( ddrikd ); therefore he knows that they cannot ask the Buddha. Just as when a big elephant 
(mahdgaja) uproots a big tree ( mahdvrksa ) to allow the little elephants ( gajapota ) to eat its leaves, thus 
Samantarasmi questions the Buddha [for the lesser bodhisattvas] and asks him: "Bhadanta, what are the 
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causes and conditions for this great brilliance, for this great trembling of the earth, and for the appearance 
of the body of the Buddha?" 




Sutra : The Buddha Ratnakara answered Samantarasmi: “O son of good family, in the west, beyond 
universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges, is the universe called So p'o (Saha). The Buddha named 
Sakyamuni is there who, at this time, is preaching the Prajnaparamita to the bodhisattva-mahasattvas. 
These [marvels are caused] by his miraculous power” ( Evam ukte Ratndkaras tathdgatah Samantarasmim 
bodhisattvam etad avocat. asti kulaputra itah pascimayam disi gahgdnadivdlukopamdn lokadhatun 
atikramya Saha ndma lokadhdtus tatra Sakramunir ndma tathdgatas tistati. sa bodhisattvdndm 
mahasattvanam prajndpdramitam samprakasayati. tasydyam fdrso 1 hubhavah .) 

Sdstra. - Question. - The Buddha is like Mount Sumera which cannot be moved by the waves ( tarahga ) of 
the great sea; why does he reply here to Samantarasmi? That is a mark of agitation ( ijydnimitta ), for when 
the mind is concentrated, one does not talk; a certain agitation of the mind is necessary to talk. Preaching 
the Dharma comes from an arousal ( avabodhana ) which in itself is a coarse thing ( sthuladravya ). But the 
Buddha cannot have anything coarse. 

[127 c] Answer. - 7) Deep in samadhi, the Buddha is not disturbed ( injita ) by things of the world; 
nevertheless, as a result of hs great loving kindness ( maitri ) and great compassion ( karund ), he has 
compassion for beings and preaches the Dharma for them to destroy their doubts. Like Sumeru, king of the 
mountains, unshaken by gentle winds but which trembles strongly when the Souei-lan winds797 blow, the 
Buddha, at the breath of the wind of his great loving-kindness and great compassion, is moved by 
compassion and constantly enters into the five destinies (pancagati) in order to convert beings; to this 
effect he assumes [the five kinds of existence], from the god realm to the animal realm. 

2) Actually, [even while he speaks], the Buddha is not disturbed and is always resting in samadhi; but as a 
result of his merits acquired in earlier existences ( purvajanma ), he utters sounds ( sabda ) and answers in the 


797 The reading Souei Ian (170 and 13; 140 and 14) found in the Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 34, p. 736 under its 
homophone, Souei lan (170 and 13; 46 and 9), is probably in error and should be corrected to P'i lari (81 and 4; 140 and 
14). It is actually the latter reading which is found in two other passages of the Mpps: 1) At k. 11, p. 139b-c: "The winds 
coming from the four cardinal directions cannot shake mount Meru, but at the end of the great kalpa, the P'i lan wind 
arises and blows [upon mount Meru] like a pile of straw." At k. 17, p. 188b: "The winds coming from the eight directions 
cannot shake mount Meru, but at the end of the kalpa, the P'i lan winds arise and blow on mount Meru like a pile of 
straw." 

These P'i lan winds are the vairambha or vairambhaka of the Sanskrit texts (Divyavadana, p. 90, 105; Kosa, VI, p. 155) 
and the verambha of the Pali texts (Samyutta, II, p. 231; Anguttara, I, p. 137; Jataka, III, p. 255, 484; VI, p. 326). 
According to the Samyutta (l.c.), the verambha winds blow in upper space ( upari akdsa). When a bird encounters them, 
the verambha winds strike it and its claws, wings, head and body are scattered. 
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manner of an echo ( pratisruta ). Like a heavenly musical instrument ( divyaturya ) that emits sounds 
automatically (svatah), like a precious stone ( mani ) that automatically gives people everything they desire 
in the way of clothing ( dvara ), food ( ahara) or music ( vddya ), the Buddha speaks automatically through 
all the pores (romakupa) of his body and preaches the Dharma according to the wishes [of his listeners] 
without any action, thought ( manasikdra ) or conception ( vikalpa ) on his part. 

Thus it is said in the Mi tsi kin kang king (Guhyakvajrapanisutra):^^ "There are three secrets ( guhya ) in 
the Buddha: the body secret ( kdyaguhya ), the speech secret ( vdgguhya ) and the mind secret ( cittaguhya ). 
Neither gods nor men can grasp them or understand them. 

a. The members of a given assembly (samgha) see the body of the Buddha [with its changing aspects]: his 
color (varna) is yellow-gold, silver-white or a mixture of precious colors; his size is one arm-span and six 
feet, one li, ten li, a hundred li, a thousand li, ten thousand li or one hundred thousand li, sometimes even it 
is infinite ( ananta ), immense ( apramana) like space ( dkdsa ). Such is the secret of the body. 

b. Secret of the voice. - They hear the voice of the Buddha at a distance of one li, ten, a hundred, a 
thousand, ten thousand, a hundred thousand li, or even at an incalculable ( asamkhyeya ) immense 
(i aprameya ) distance like space. In a given assembly, some hear the Buddha preach on generosity ( dana ), 
others on morality (silo), others on exertion (vfiya), dhyana or wisdom ( prajnd ). And so the twelve classes 
of sutra and the 80,000 dhannaskandhas are heard according to the wishes of everyone. Such is the secret 
of speech. 

One day Mou lien (Maudgalyayana)799 had this thought: "I would like to know the range of the Buddha's 
voice." Then, by virtue of his base of miraculous powers (. rddhipdda ), he passed through innumerable 
thousands of millions of buddha-universes ( buddhalokadhdtu ) and then he stopped; he still heard the voice 
of the Buddha as if he were quite close. In the universe where he had stopped, a Buddha was in the process 
of dining with his great assembly. 800 that land, the people were large, and Maudgalyayana [coming 
from the Saha universe where people are small] was standing in a begging bowl (pdtra ). The disciples 
asked their Buddha: " Where does this insect-headed person come from? He is dressed like a sramana." 
The Buddha replied: "Do not despise this man. In the west ( pascimaydm disi), beyond innumerable 
buddha-lands, there is a Buddha named Sakyamuni and this man whom you see is a powerful disciple of 
this Buddha." Then the Buddha asked Maudgalyayana: "Why have you come here?" Maudgalyayana 
answered: "I have come to find out [the range] of the Buddha Sakyamuni's [128 a] voice." The Buddha 
said to him: "So you want to know the range of the Buddha's voice! If you distanced yourself [from him] 
for innumerable kalpas, you would never get to the limit of his range." 


^98 Here the Mpps gives some extracts from the third part of the Ratnakuta, of which we have two Chinese and one 
Tibetan translations. Cf. Mi tsi kin kang li che houei, T 310, k. 10, p. 53b seq.; Dc b€in gsegs pahi gsan 
(Tathagatacintyaguhyanirdesa): cf. Csoma-Feer, p. 214; OKC, no. 760, 3, p. 231. 

^99 j n ti le sources mentioned in the preceding note, Maudgalyayana's experience is told in the following places: T 310, k. 
10, p. 56c-57a; T 312, k. 7, p. 720c-721a. Later, the Mpps, k. 30, p. 284a, will refer to it also. 

800 According to T 310 and T 312 (l.c.), the universe where Maudgalyayana stopped was called Kouang tiling fan 
(Rasmipataka, 'Banner of Rays'); it was led by the Buddha Kouang ming wang (Rasmiraja). 
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3) Finally, the Buddha appeared in the world and preached the Dharma to destroy the doubts of beings 
( sattvasamsayasamucchedana ): this cannot be denied. Just as one cannot ask the sun ( suiya ) why it chases 
away the shadows ( andhakdta ), in the same say one cannot ask the Buddha why he responds [to questions 
that are asked of him]. 

Question. - Being alike one to another ( sama ), the Buddhas are said to be 'alike enlightened' ( sambuddha ); 
then why speak here about the miraculous power ( rddhibala ) of one [particular] Buddha? 

Answer. - 1 ) Having proclaimed the non-existence of self ( nairdtmya ) and [the vanity of distinctions] 
between this and that, [the Buddhas] have destroyed envy ( 'Trsyd ) and pride ( mdna ). 

2) Moreover, in the universe there are gods ( deva ) who claim superiority and, out of their pride 
( abhimdna ), claim to be the creators of the beings and the things in heaven and on earth. Thus Fan t'ien 
wang (Brahmadevaraja) said to the Brahma gods: "It is I who have created you"; and the god P'i nieou 
(Visnu) said: "All the rich, noble and glorious men of the universe are parts of me. It is I who have created 
the universe and it is I who destroy it. Creation and destruction of the universe are my work."801 [By 
speaking thus], these gods destroy the law of causation (pratftyasamutpdda ). On the other hand, the 
truthful speech ( satyavdc ) of the Buddhas does not destroy the law of causation; this is why the sutra 
speaks of the miraculous power of a particular Buddha. 




Sutra'. Then the bodhisattva Samantarasmi said to the Buddha Ratnakara: Bhagavat, I will go [to the Saha 
universe] to see the Buddha Sakyamuni, greet him and offer my services; I will also see the bodhisattva- 
mahasattvas who will also accede to the state of buddhahood ( bhuyastvena kumarabhuta), who have 
attained the dharams and the samadhis and acquired mastery over all the samadhis (Atha khalu 
Samantarasmir bodhisattvo Ratndkaram tathdgatum etad avocat. gamisydmy aham bhagavams tdm Sahara 
lokadhatum tarn ca Sakyamunim tathdgatam darsandya vandandya paiyupdsandya tarns ca bodhisattvdn 
mahdsattvdn bhuyastvena kumdrabhutdn dhdramsamddhipratilabdhdn sarvasamddhivasipdramitam 
gatdn). 

Shdstra. - Question. - The Buddhas are all equal (sama) in regard to morality (silo), samadhi, wisdom 
(prajiid ) and skillful means. Why then does the bodhisattva Samantarasmi want to go to see the Buddha 
Sakyamuni [when he is already at the side of the Buddha Ratnakara]? 

Answer. - The bodhisattvas never tire (asamtusta) of seeing the Buddhas or hearing the Dharma; they 
never tire of seeing the assemblies ( samgha ) of bodhisattvas. The bodhisattvas who all experience disgust 
(samvega) for the things of the world ( lokadharma ) are never tired of the three things just mentioned. 


801 p or Bj-ai-uua and Visnu whom the heretics consider to be creators of the world and of beings, see above. 
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Thus, leaving the pure abodes ( suddhavasa ), the vaisya Cheou (Hastaka),^02 came to see the Buddha; he 


802 xhis is Hastaka Atavika (in Pali Hatthaka Alavaka). He was called 'Hastaka' because he had been 'passed from hand 
to hand' (hatthato hattham gatatta); actually, when the yaksa Atavika was about to cut him to pieces, the Buddha 
intervened and the yaksa surrendered him to the Buddha who gave him back to his family. The detailed story of this 
legend will be found in Manoratha, I, p. 388-393; on a bas-relief at Gandhara reproduced by Foucher, Art Greco- 
bouddhique, I, fig. 252, p. 509, the yaksa is seen 'with his hair standing on end and his terrifying eyes, giving the spared 
infant to the Buddha as a pledge of his recent conversion'. Other sources, such as the Avadanasataka, II, p. 147-151, and 
the Siuan tsi po yuan king, T 200, no. 93, k. 19, p. 251, explain this strange name in another way: having been bom for 
five hundred lifetimes without hands for having once refused to wash a vase for his preceptor, Hastaka was finally bom 
"with hands" at the time of the Buddha Sakyamuni. As for the surname Atavika-Alavaka, it refers to the hero's origin, 
bom in the forest (in Sanskrit atavi), or living in the city of the same name, Alavl (Newal in the Unao district of U.P., or 
Aviwa, 27 miles NE of Etwah). 

Hastaka is a famous Buddhist lay-person ( updsaka) who appears in several sutras: 

1) Sutra of Alavi (Anguttara, I, p. 136-138; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 20, p. 650) where the Buddha declares that he is one 
of those who live happily in the world (ye ca pana loke sukham send ahum desam annatro ti). 

2) Hatthakasutta no.l (Anguttara, IV, p. 216-218; Tchong a han, T 26, no. 41, k. 9, p. 484c) where the Buddha praises the 
eight marvellous qualities (ascaryddbhutadharma) of Hastaka. 

i) Hatthakasutta no. 2 (Anguttara, IV, p. 218-220; Tchong a han, T 26, no. 40, k. 9, p. 482c-484b) where Hastaka 
explains that it is thanks to the practice of the four elements of loving-kindness ( samgrahavastu ) that he has succeeded in 
guiding his five hundred lay discipples. 

4) Hatthakasutta no. 3 (Anguttara, I, p. 278-279; Tsa a han, T 99, no. 594, k. 22, p. 159a; T 100, no. 188, k. 9, p. 442a-b). 
It is to this last sutra that the Mpps refers here. Here is the translation: 

a. Tsa a han, T 99, k. 22, p. 159a: Thus have I heard. Once the Bhagavat was in the vihara in the jungle (atavi, or the city 
of Alavl). At that time, the jungle ayusmat (Hastaka) died from a sickness and was reborn among the Avrha gods [first 
goup of Suddhavasika gods]. Born among these gods, he thought: "I must not stay here long; I do not see the Bhagavat 
here." Having thought thus, like a strong man extending his arm (seyyathdpi nama balavd puriso bdham pasareti ), he left 
the heaven of the Avrhas and reappeared in front of the Buddha. The celestial body of this devaputra bent down to the 
ground; he was unable to stand upright; like melted butter ( sarpis ) or oil (taila) creeps into the ground, he was unable to 
stand upright. It is because the heavenly body of this devaputra was subtle (suksma) that he was unable to stand. Then the 
Bhagavat said to the devaputra: "You must change ( parinam -) and make a coarse body (audarika dtmabhdva), then you 
will be able to stand on the earth." At once the devaputra changed his shape, made a coarse body for himself and was able 
to stand upright. Having bowed down to the Buddha's feet, he sat down to one side. Then the Bhagavat said to the 
devaputra Hastaka: "Do you still think about the texts ( dhartna ) that you once learned (udgrhita) here? Have you not 
forgotten them?" The devaputra Hastaka answered the Buddha: "Bhagavat, what I once learned, I have not forgotten 
today. As for the teachings (srutadharma) that I did not receive among men, today I recognize them also: they are 
harmonious with the holy discourse (subhasita) of the Bhagavat. The Bhagavat has said: The blissful abodes 
(sukhavihara) where one can remember the Dhanna are not places of unhappiness. This speech is true. When the Buddha 
dwells in Jambudvlpa, the four assemblies surround him and he proclaims the Dhanna; the four assemblies that hear his 
words welcome them respectfully. It is the same for me in the heaven of the Avrhas: when I preach the Dhanna to the 
great assembly of gods, the gods accept my sermon and put it into practice." The Buddha then asked the devaputra 
Hastaka: "When you were among men, how many dhannas did you never weary of in order to have been reborn among 
the Avrha gods?" The devaputra Hastaka answered the Buddha: "It is because I never tired of three things that after my 
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had a subtle ( suksma ) body; he was flexible; like a straw, he could not stand upright. The Buddha said to 
the vaisya Hastaka: "Make a coarse body (audarikam atmabhavam abhinirmihi ) appropriate to this realm 
for yourself." The vaisya followed the Buddha's advice and made for himself a body of a size appropriate 
for the earth. Having bowed down to the Buddha's feet, he stood to one side. The Buddha asked: "Of how 
many things (dharma) have you never wearied in order to have been able to be reborn in the heaven of the 
pure abodes ( suddhdvdsa )?" He replied: "I took rebirth in the heaven of the Suddavasa for never having 
tired of three things: i) I never tired of seeing the Buddhas ( buddhanam aham darsandydtrptah) or of 
paying homage to them; I never wearied of hearing the Dharma (saddharmasravanayatrptah); iii) I 
never tired of serving the community ( samghasyopasthdndydtrptah ). When the Buddha dwells in 
Jambudvlpa, the four assemblies always follow him, listen to his Dharma and question him on the subject. 
In the same way, the Suddhavasa gods always follow me, listen to my sermons and question me [128 b] 
about them." 

If the sravakas do not tire of hearing the Dharma, what then could be said of the dharmakaya bodhisattvas 
(dharmatdkdyabodhisattva )? That is why the bodhisattva Samantarasmi comes to see the Buddha 
Sakyamuni and the bodhisattva-mahasattvas who will accede to the state of Buddhahood ( bhuyastvena 
kumdrabhuta) and who have obtained the dharanis and the samadhis. In the chapter devoted to the praise 
of the bodhisattvas, we have said what should be understood by those who have "acquired mastery of all 
the samadhis". 

Question. - The Buddha is the only one to have obtained mastery ( vasita ) of all the samadhis. Why do you 
say here that the bodhisattvas also have obtained mastery of all the samadhis? 

Answer. - There are two kinds of samadhi, those of the Buddha and those of the bodhisattva. The 
bodhisattvas in question have acquired mastery of the bodhisattvas samadhis and not those of the Buddha. 


death I took rebirth among the Avrha gods. What are those three things? I never tired of seeing the Buddha, I never tired 
of hearing the Dhanna, I never tired of serving the community. Because of that, after my death, I took rebirth among the 
Avriha gods." Then the devaputra Hastaka spoke these stanzas: 

To see the Buddha 
To hear the Dhanna 
To serve the community 
I have never wearied of these things. 

I have studied the holy Dharma 
I have conquered the stains of avarice ( matsarya ). 

I am never weary of three things, 

This is why I have been reborn among the Avrha gods. 

[It is evidently from this sutra of the Sanskrit Samyuktagama, of which the Tsa a han is the translation, that the Mpps has 
borrowed its citation. This sutra is absent in the Pali Samyuttanikaya; on the other hand, it is present in the 
Aiiguttaranikaya. The Pali version shows slight differences; to allow some comparison, here is the text]: 
b. Aiiguttara, I, p. 278-279: Ekam samayam Bhagavd Savatthhiyam viharati Anathapindikassa arame .... Tinnam 
dhammanam atitto Hatthako Aviham gato ti. 
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Thus, in the Tchou fo yao tsi king (Buddhasamgltisutra), 803 q j s ggjj. yy en C /, 0M c f le jj (Manjusn) wanted 
to see the assembly of the Buddhas (buddhasamgfti) but did not succeed because the Buddhas were each 
returning to their starting point. Manjusn went to the place where the Buddhas were gathered; a woman 
was seated beside the Buddha, deep in samadhi.804 Manjusn bowed down to the Buddha's feet and asked: 
"Why should this woman be able to sit close to the Buddha when I cannot?" The Buddha replied: "Wake 
this woman, make her come out of samadhi and ask her yourself." Then Manjusn snapped his fingers to 
rouse her but with no success. He shouted but did not succeed in rousing her; he pulled her by the hand but 
did not succeed in rousing her; by his bases of miraculous power (. rddhipdda ), he made the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu shake but still did not succeed in rousing her. 

Then Manjusn said to the Buddha: "Bhagavat, I cannot rouse her." Then the Buddha emitted great rays 
(rasmi ) that illumined the universes at the nadir ( adhodiglokadhdtu ) and at once a bodhisattva named K'i 
tchou kai (Apahritamvarana) arose from the direction of the nadir and, bowing down to the feet of the 
Buddha, stood to one side. The Buddha said to bodhisattva K'i tchou kai: "Wake this woman up." Then the 
bodhisattva K'i tchou kai snapped his fingers and the woman came out of her samadhi. 

ManjushI asked the Buddha: "Why was I, who made the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu tremble, unable 
to rouse this woman, whereas the bodhisattva K'i tchou kai made her come out of samadhi merely by 
snapping his fingers once?" 

The Buddha said to Manjusn: "It is because of this woman that you first produced the thought ( cittotpdda) 
of anuttarasamyaksambodhi, whereas it is because of the bodhisattva K'i tchou kai that this woman has for 
the first time produced the thought of anuttarasamyaksambodhi.This is why you were unable to rouse her. 
In regard to the Buddha's samadhi, your power ( anubhdva ) is incomplete ( aparipurna ); you have acquired 
mastery ( vasita ) over the bodhisattva's samadhi. 

[128 c] Since you have rarely entered the Buddha samadhis, you do not have mastery over them." 




Sutra: The Buddha said to Samantarasmi: "Go then; know that the right moment has come." Then the 
Buddha Ratnakara gave the bodhisattva Samantarasmi golden lotuses with a thousand petals and said to 
him: "O son of noble family, scatter these lotuses over the Buddha Sakyamuni. The bodhisattva- 
mahasattvas born in the Saha universe are difficult to vanquish and difficult to attain; be careful when 
wandering about in this universe (Bhagavdn aha. gaccha tvam kulaputra yasyedamm kdlam manyase. atlm 
khalu Ratndkaras tagdthagatah suvarndvabhasdnisahasrapattrani padmdni Samantarasmaye 
bodhisattvdya prdddt. etais tvam kulaputra padmais tarn Sdkyamunim tathagdtam abhyavakireh. durjayd 


^03 Tchou fo yao tsi king, T 810, k. 2, p. 765c-766c. - There is also a Tibetan translation of the Buddhasamgltisutra 
entitled Sans rgyas bgro ba, Mdo, XVII, 9 (cf. Csoma-Feer, p. 264; OKC, no. 894, p. 343). 

804 j n x 810, p. 766al4, this woman is called Li yi (172 and 11; 61 and 9). 


445 



durasada ca te bodhisattva ye tatra Sahayam lokadhatav utpannah. samprajanakari ca tvam bhuyas 
tasmim lokadhdtau carari) 

Sastra : Question. - Why does the Buddha say: "Go now; know that the right moment has come"? 

1) Because the Buddha has broken all fondness ( anunaya ) for his disciples and because his heart is free of 
attachment ( sanga ) for his disciples. 

2) Furthermore, the bodhisattva [Samantarasmi] who has not yet acquired omniscience ( sarvajndna ) or the 
Buddha eye ( buddhacaksus ) feels some doubts about the qualities ( guna ), the worth and the power of the 
Buddha Sakyamuni. This is why the Buddha Ratnakara says to him: "Go and see him." 

J) Furthermore, the bodhisattva [Samanatarasmi] perceives from afar that the Buddha Sakyamuni has a 
small body and he feels some pride (mdna) in saying that his Buddha [Ratnakara] is not as small as that. 
This is why the Buddha [Ratnakara] tells him: "Go and see him without thinking about [the size] of his 
body or paying attention [to the ugliness] of the Saha universe. Be satisfied with listening to the Buddha's 
sermon." 

4) Furthermore, the [Ratnavatf] universe where the Buddha Ratnakara and the bodhisattva Samantarasmi] 
live is very far away from the Saha [home of Sakyamuni] for it is located at the eastern borders. The 
bodhisattva Samantarasmi heard the Buddha Sakyamuni preaching a Dharma exactly the same as that of 
Ratnakara and he had to confess that, although the universes were so far apart, the Dharma is the same. 
This will increase his faith ( sraddhd ) and his convictions will be confirmed. 

5) Furthermore, because [of the actions] of his former lives ( purvajnma ), the bodhisattva Samantarasmi is 
forced to go to hear the Dharma [in the Saha universe] despite his distant birthplace. Fie is like a bird 
(paksin ) tied by its feet: no matter how far it flies, the cord ( rajju ) restrains it and it must return. 

6) Finally, the bodhisattvas of the Saha universe, seeing Samantarasmi coming so far to hear the Dharma, 
will think: If he has come from so far away, how could we not listen to the Dharma, we who are born in 
this universe? 

For all these reasons the Buddha [Ratnakara] says: "Go then, know that the right time has come." 

Question. - The Buddhas have the same power ( samabala ) and do not seek to [gain] merit ( punyakama ). If 
they do not seek [to gain merit], why then does [Ratnakara] send lotuses [to Sakyamuni]? 

Answer. - 1) It is to conform to the worldly custom ( lokadharmdnuvartana ). Thus, two kings mutually 
exchange gifts even though they are of equal power. 

2) Moreover, he sends these lotuses instead of a letter (pattra ) to express his friendship. According to 
worldly custom ( lokadharma ), when a messenger (duta) comes from afar, he should have a letter. The 
Buddha, who conforms to worldly custom, sends a letter. 

3) Finally, it is in order to honor the Dharma that the Buddhas make offerings to the Dharma for the 
Dharma is their teacher (dcdrya). Why is that? The Buddhas of the three times have as their teacher the 
true nature of dharmas. 
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Question. - Why do they honor the Dharma of other Buddhas instead of honoring the Dharma which they 
themselves embody? 

Answer. - It is in order to conform to the usage of the world ( lokadharmdnuvartana ). Just as the [129 a] 
bhiksus, in order to honor the Jewel of the Dharma ( dhannaratna ), do not honor the Dharma which they 
embody in themselves, but honor others. Guardians of the Dharma ( dhannadhara ), Knowers of the 
Dharma ( dharmajna ) and interpreters of the Dharma ( dharmanirmocaka ), so the Buddhas, although they 
have the Dharma in themselves, only honor the Dharma of other Buddhas. 

Question. - But the Buddha no longer seeks to [gain] merit ( punya ); why does he honor the Dharma? 

Answer. - The Buddha, who has cultivated the qualities for innumerable incalculable periods 
(i asamkhyeyakalpa ), continues to practice the good always. It is not in view of any reward ( vipdka ), but out 
of respect for the [buddha] qualities that he venerates (puja) the Buddhas. 

Thus, in the time of the Buddha, there was a blind ( andha ) bhiksu whose eyes no longer could see. ^5 One 
day he was mending his robes and he could not thread his needle ( suci ). He said: "May anyone who wants 
to gain merit (punya) thread my needle for me." The Buddha came and said to him: "I am a man who wants 
to gain merit; I am here to thread your needle." Recognizing the voice of the Buddha, the bhiksu got up 
immediately, put away his robes and prostrated at the Buddha's feet, saying: "The Buddha fulfills all the 
qualities ( paripurnapunya ); why does he say that he wants to gain merit?" The Buddha answered: "Even 
though my merits are complete, I recognize the deep cause (read yin = hetu ), fruit ( phala ) and power (bala) 
of these qualities. If I have obtained the foremost place among all beings, it is as a result of these qualities. 
That is why I love them." Having praised the qualities, the Buddha then preached the Dharma according to 
his wishes. The bhiksu obtained the purity of the Dharma-eye (dharmacaksurvisuddhi) and his fleshly eyes 
(mdmsacaksus) recovered their sight. 

Finally, the qualities are perfected in the Buddha; he has no further need of anything; but in order to 
convert disciples, he says to them: "If I have realized these qualities, why should you not be able to acquire 
them?" There was an old man of about a hundred years of age dancing in a variety theater. He was asked 
why he continued to dance at his age. The old man replied: "I have no need myself to dance; if 1 do it, it is 
only to teach dancing to my pupils." In the same way, in the Buddha, the qualities are perfected; it is in 
order to teach his disciples that he continues to practice these qualities and thus to venerate them. 

Question. - If that is so, why does the Buddha [Ratnakara] not go in person to offer his lotuses on the 
Buddha Sakyamuni, but rather he sends someone in his place to venerate him? 


805 anecc iote, which the Mpps will repeat at k. 26, p. 249b, is taken from the Sibijataka as it is told in the 
Avadanasataka, I, p. 182-183 (tr. Feer, p. 124-125): 

Buddha Bhagavan Sravastyam viharati jetavane 'nathapindadasydrame. tena khalu samayena .... punyair labdharamo 
'ham bhikso punyair ato me trptir nasthiti. 

In the Siuan tsi po yuan king, T 200, no. 33, k. 4, p. 218a, where the anecdote is also told, the blind bhiksu is called Che 
p'o (44; 38 and 8), i.e., Siva. 
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Answer. - So that the bodhisattvas of the [Saha] universe may receive Samantarasmi. Moreover, the 
messengers (duta) sent by the Buddhas have no fear of water, fire, soldiers, poison or the hundred thousand 
other dangers. 

Question. - Why not use precious jewels ( ratna ), profound sutras ( gambhfrasutra ), or Buddha or 
bodhisattva jewels as letter (pattra )? [Note by Kumarajiva: These jewels, invisible to the gods, produce all 
kinds of precious objects; thus the cudamani is called 'Buddha Jewel']. Why is Ratnakara content to use 
lotuses, objects of little value, as a letter? 

Answer. - 1) The Buddha Sakyamuni has no need of anything. He has no need of'Buddha jewels' or divine 
jewels, or still less, human jewels. Since he has no need of them, [Ratnakara] does not send them. Since the 
Buddha Sakyamuni already has them, they are not sent to him. And it is the same for the profound sutras 
(gambhfrasutra). 

[129b] 2) Furthermore, these sutras would have nothing profound for the Buddha [Sakyamuni]. The 

epithet 'profound' [applied to sutras] concerns only ordinary people ( bdlajana ). That which makes ordinary 
people hesitant is no obstacle for the Buddha; that which is difficult for ordinary people is easy for the 
Buddha. 

3) Finally, by their perfume and their freshness, lotuses are very suitable as offerings (pftjd ). It is as with 
human gifts where variety is desirable. 

Question. - Why should lotuses be used and not other things? 

Answer. - Worship (pujd ) uses flowers ( puspa ), perfumes ( gandha ) and banners ( dhvaja ) exclusively: 
flowers for a twofold reason, because of their color (varna) and their smell (gandha). 

Question. - But other flowers also have color and smell; why does [Ratnakara] use only lotuses (padma) as 
offerings? 

Answer. - In the Houa cheou king (KusalamulasarnpangrahasOtra)^^’ it is said: "The Buddhas of the ten 
directions offer flowers to the Buddha Sakyamuni." 

Moreover, there are three kinds of lotuses (padma ), human lotuses, divine lotuses and bodhisattva lotuses. 
The human lotus is a big lotus with ten petals (pattra ), the divine lotus has a hundred and the bodhisattva 
lotus has a thousand. In [Ratnakara's] universe, there are many golden lotuses with a thousand petals 
(suvarnavabhdsdni sahasrapattrdni padmdni). In [Sakyamuni's] Saha universe, there are indeed thousand- 
petalled lotuses, but they are artificial (nirmita) and do not grow in the water. This is why [Ratnakara] 
sends him thousand-petalled lotuses golden in color. 

Question. - Why does the Buddha [Ratnakara] ask Samanatarasmi to scatter (abhyavakr) these flowers on 
the Buddha? 


806 Qf f 557 ^ k i ; p 130c. This sutra is called Kusalamulasamparigrahasuta in Sanskrit. It was translated into Chinese 
by Kumarajiva; this version bears different titles: Houa cheou king (Puspapanisutra) as here, but also Cheou chen ken 
king, or Cheou tchou fou to king (cf. Bagchi, I, p. 187). A Tibetan translation also exists, entitled Dge bahi rtsa bayohs su 
hdzinpa, Mdo IV, 1 (cf. Csoma-Feer, p. 234; OKC, no. 769, p. 275). 
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Answer. - These objects of worship ( pujadharma ) are flowers (puspa), perfumes ( gandha ) and banners 
( dhvaja ). Banners must be erected; powdered perfumes ( curna ) burned; wet perfumes (vilepana) spread on 
the ground; and flowers, thrown. 

Question. - Why not present them instead of throwing them? 

Answer. - Offering with the hand is a bodily action (kdyakarman); speaking in a gentle voice ( snigdhavdc ) 
is a vocal action ( vakkarman ). The action that gives rise to gesture and voice 
(kdyavdksamutthdpakakarman) is called mental action ( manaskarman ). These three actions produce the 
solid qualities that give rise to Buddahood. 

Question. - Why does [Ratnakara] say: "Be careful; the bodhisattvas in the Saha universe are difficult to 
reach ( durdsada ) and difficult to vanquish"? 

Answer. - 1 ) The Buddhas, pratyekabuddhas, arhats and all the aryas are all very mindful 
( samprajanakarin ), for Mara, Mara's army ( mdrajana ), the inner fetters ( ddhydtmikasamyojana ) and the 
multiform retribution of the sins of previous lifetimes ( ndndvidhapurvajanmakarmavipdka ) are like many 
brigands ( caura ) of whom one must be careful when they are approached. Thus, when one goes among the 
brigands and one is not careful, one is captured by them. This is why [Ratnakara] advises Samantarasi to be 
very careful while going about in this universe. 

2) Moreover, the human mind (pitta) is often distracted ( viksipta ): it is like a madman or a drunkard. 
Resolute mindfulness ( samprajdnakdra ) is the entry way to all the qualities ( guna ). By concentrating the 
mind, one successively obtains dhyana, real wisdom (bhutaprajna), deliverance (vimoksa) and finally the 
destruction of suffering ( duhkhaksaya ): those are the advantages of mindfulness ( ekacitta ). 

Thus, five hundred years after the Buddha's parinirvana, there was a bhiksu called Yeou po [129 c] kiu 
(Upagupta); he was an arhat with the six abhijnas; at that time he was the great teacher of Jambudvlpa.807 
At that time, there was a one hundred and twenty year-old bhiksunl who had seen the Buddha when she 


s ee the avadana of Upagupta in the Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 640), k. 25, p. 177b; Divyavadana, p. 348 seq. (tr. Bumouf, 
Introduction, p. 336 seq.); A yu wang tchouan, T 2042, k. 3, p. 11 lb (tr. Przyluski, Asoka, p. 308; A yu wang king, T 
2043, k. 6, p. 149b. - The Buddha foretold to Ananda the birth of Upagupta five hundred years after the parinirvana: 
Asyam Ananda Mathurdydm mama varsasataparinirvritasya ...arhattvam sdksdtkarisyanti. 

The Mpps has Upagupta as a patriarch (acatya), calling him the great teacher of Jambudvlpa. However, Upagupta 
appears in the list of the patriarchs only in the Sarvastivadin sources (Asokavadana, Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, Fou fa 
tsang yin yuen king) where he is in fourth place, after Mahakasyapa, Ananda and Sanavasa-Madhyantika (cf. Przyluski, 
Asoka, p. 46-48). The Mahasamghika Vinaya and the Ceylonese chronicles do not include him in the succession of 
teachers. We may note once again that the Mpps is inspired by the Sarvastivadin and northern sources. 

Upagupta was from the north; his monastery was at Mathura (cf. Watters, Travels, I, p. 306-309; Taranatha, p. 17) where 
his relics were preserved. 

It was noted a long time ago that Upagupta’s role with regard to Asoka in the Sanskrit sources is the same as that of Tissa 
Moggaliputta in the Pali and Ceylonese sources. See Lav., Histoire, II, p. 137. 
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was young.One day Upagupta went to her cell to ask her about the behavior of the Buddha when he 
was visiting. He had previously sent a pupil to the bhiksunl and this pupil had announced to the bhiksunl: 
"My great teacher Upagupta is coming to see you to ask about the behavior of the Buddha when he was 
visiting." Then the bhiksunl filled a begging bowl (pdtra) with oil ( taila ) and set it under the fan at her 
door; she wanted to test the behavior of Upagupta and his mindfulness. When Upagupta entered, he pushed 
the fan at the door and a little bit of oil spilled. Upagupta sat down and asked: "You knew the Buddha. Tell 
me: what was his manner when he was visiting." The bhiksunl replied: "When I was young, I saw the 
Buddha entering a village (grama) one day; the crowd shouted "There is the Buddha!" I followed the 
crowd outside and saw the Buddha's rays ( rasmi ). As I bowed before him, a gold pin ( suvarnasuci ) that I 
had on my head fell to the ground into a thick bush. Immediately the Buddha illumined it with his rays and, 
as all the dark corners were visible, I found my pin. As a result of that I became a nun." Upagupta 
questioned her further: "And, at the time of the Buddha, what were the manners ( Tryapatha ) and courtesy 
of the bhiksus?" She replied: "At the time of the Buddha, there was a group of six impudent, shameless, 
wicked monks (s advargfya bhiksu). But, in regard to their manners, they were better than you; I have 
noticed that today. When they passed through my door, at least they did not spill my oil. Depraved though 
they were, they knew the rules of monastic courtesy. Walking, standing, sitting or lying down, they missed 
nothing. Although you are an arhat endowed with the six abhijnas, you do not measure up to them on this 
point." Hearing these words, Upagupta was very ashamed. 

This is why [Ratnakara] advises [Samantarasmi]: "Be careful." Mindfulness is the mark of an honest man. 

Why does he advise him to be mindful? The bodhisattvas [of the Saha] universe are difficult to vanquish, 
to attain, to destroy and to meet. Like the great king of the lions ( mahdsimhardja ), they are difficult to 
vanquish and destroy; like the king of the elephants (pdndaragajardja ) or the king of the nagas ( ndgardja) 
or like a great fire, they are difficult to approach. These bodhisattvas actually have the great power of merit 
( punya ) and ( prajnd ) wisdom. Those who wish to conquer them and destroy them will not succeed and will 
risk perishing themselves. This is why they are 'difficult to approach'. 

Question. - Given their great qualities, their wisdom and their shaip faculties ( tiksnendriya ), all the great 
bodhisattvas are difficult to approach. Why does the sutra attribute this difficulty of access to the 
bodhisattvas of just the Saha universe? 

Answer. - 1) Because this comment refers only to a bodhisattva of the Ratnavati universe, [namely, 
Samantarasmi], Coming from afar, he will notice that the Saha universe, different from his own, is full of 
stones, sand and rubbish; that the bodhisattva is small; in short, that eveiything there is different; and he 
will necessarily have suspicions ( avamdna ). This is why his Buddha [Ratnakara] tells him: "Be very 
careful, for the bodhisattvas of the Saha universe are difficult to approach." 


808 pijg a yu wang tchouan, T 2043, k. 5, p. 121b (tr. Przyluski, Asoka, p. 371-372) and the A yu wang king, T 2043, k. 
9, p. 163a, have an arhatl-bhiksunl who constantly bothers Upagupta's disciples with her reprimands and who reproaches 
them for their wrong behavior. This is probably the bhiksunl in question here. Nevertheless, I [Lamotte] have not found 
the source from which the Mpps has taken this story, surely taken from life. 


450 



[130 a] 2) Furthermore, people bom in the blissful abodes ( sukhasthdnaja) often lack exertion (virya), 
intelligence ( medhd) and wisdom ( prajna ). This is why people of Yu yan lo wei (Uttarakum) are so happy 
that among them there are no monks ( pravrajita ) or followers of the precepts ( silamadana ). It is the same 
among the gods. 

In the Saha universe, the causes for happiness ( sukhahetupratyaya ) are rare; there are the three unfortunate 
destinies ( durgati ), old age, sickness, death (jardvyddhimarana ), and the exploitation of the soil is arduous. 
This is why [its inhabitants] easily feel disgust ( nirveda ) for this universe; at the sight of old age, sickness 
and death, their minds are filled with distaste; at the sight of poor people ( daridra ), they know that their 
poverty is a result due to previous existences ( purvajanma ) and their minds feel great distaste. Their 
wisdom {prajna) and thier keen faculties ( tiksnendriya ) come from this [disgust]. 

By contrast, the [Ratnavati] universe is made out of seven jewels ( saptaratna) and full of all kinds of 
precious trees ( ratnavrksa ); the bodhisattvas have whatever food (ahara) they desire at will. Under these 
conditions, it is hard for them to feel disgust (nirvedacitta)', this is why their wisdom is not very sharp 
(tiksna). If a sharp knife ( tiksnasastra ) is left in good food, the knife becomes rusty because although these 
foods are good, they are not suitable for the knife; but if the knife is rubbed with a stone and scoured with 
grease and ashes, the rust disappears. It is the same for the bodhisattvas. Those born in a mixed ( misra ) 
universe [like the Saha universe] have sharp knowledge and are hard to approach (durasada)', on the other 
hand, for those who spare their efforts ( alpayatna ), suffering has too much power and too much effect. To 
feed a horse and not to ride it is to make it useless. 

3) Finally, in the Saha universe, the bodhisattvas abound in skillful means ( upaya)', this is why they are 
difficult to approach. This is not the case in other universes. Thus the Buddha said: "I remember that in the 
course of my previous existences (purvajanma ) I offered a thousand human existences in order to save 
beings, but although I was endowed with qualities ( guna ), the six perfections (satpdramitd) and all the 
Buddha attributes ( buddhadharma ), I was unable to do the work of a Buddha. Indeed, it was only by 
skillful means (upaya) that beings are saved." This is why the bodhisattvas in the Saha universe are 
difficult to approach (durasada). 




Sutra'. Then, taking these thousand-petalled golden lotuses from the hands of Ratnakara, the bodhisattva 
Samantarasmi went away with innumerable monastic (pravrajita) and householder ( grhastha ) bodhisattvas 
and with youths and maidens (Atha khalu Samanatarasmir bodhisattvo Ratndkarasya tathdgatasya sakdsdt 
tan saharapattrdni suvarndvabhasdni padmdni grhivd, asamkhyeyair bodhisattvaih pravrajitair grhastlmis 
ca ddrakair ddrikdbhis ca sdrdham prakrdntah). 

Sdstra. - Question. - The bodhisattva Samantarasmi is able to travel by virtue of his great power 
(mahdbala) and his abhijnas; but how can the monastic (pravrajita) and householder ( grhastha) 
bodhisattvas, as well as the youths (ddraka) and maidens ( ddrikd ), travel about? The Ratnavati universe 
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[which they had to traverse in order to get to the Saha universe] is large. [What power have they borrowed 
for that purpose?] Is it their own power? Or is it the power of the Buddha Ratnakara, or that of the 
bodhisattva Samantarasmi, or that of the Buddha Sakyamuni? 

Answer. - They use all of these four powers at the same time: 

a. These monastics and householders can be non-regressing ( avaivartika ) bodhisattvas endowed with the 
five superknowledges ( pancabhijndsamanavdgata ). By means of the four bases of miraculous power 
( rddhipada ), they have cultivated the causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ) that must be fulfilled during 
earlier lifetimes ( purvajanma ) in order to be able now to go to the Buddha Sakyamuni. Therefore they use 
their own power (svabala). 

b. They also use the power of the bodhisattva Samanatarasmi. Why? Those whose power is too [130 b] 
weak travel by means of the power of the bodhisattva Samantarasmi. Thus, when a cakravartin king wants 
to fly, his army ( caturangabala ), his officers ( rdjakulddhyaksa ) and his stables accompany him in the sky; 
because his qualities ( guna ) are great, the cakravartin king can make his whole suite fly along with him. It 
is the same here: those whose power is too weak travel by way of the power of the bodhisattva 
Samantarasmi. 

c. They also use the power of the Buddha Ratnakara. 

d. Finally, the rays of the Buddha Sakyamuni illumine them. If they had no other power, the rays of the 
Buddha Sakyamuni would be enough for them to be able to travel. What more can be said if they use the 
other three sources? 

Question. - Why does the bodhisattva Samantarasmi not come alone, instead of at the head of a numerous 
troupe? 

Answer. - Because he needs a suite like a king who is traveling. Besides, the bodhisattva Samantarasmi and 
the Buddha Sakyamuni choose among people. How is that? In the great assembly there are two groups: 
those who fulfill the causes and conditions [permitting them leave], go; those who do not fulfill the causes 
and conditions, stay. 

Question. - Why is this bodhisattva accompanied by householder ( grhastha ) and monastic (pravrajita) 
bodhisattvas, youths ( ddraka ) and maidens ( darika )? 

Answer. - The Buddha's disciples ( buddhasravaka) are of seven categories: bhiksu, bhikshum, saiksa, 
sramanera. sramanerl, upasaka and upasika. The upasakas and upasikas are the lay people ( grhastha ); the 
five other categories are monastics (pravrajita ). Among the monastics and the lay people there are two 
kinds, the old and the young. The young are the youths (ddraka) and maidens (darika)-, the others are the 
old. 

Question. - [Only] the old ones should go. Why do the young ones go also? 

Answer. - It is a matter of worthiness (guna) and not of age (dyus). The person who lacks qualities (guna) 
and practices evil (akusaladharma) is small despite their great age; the person who has the qualities and 
practices the good (kusaladharma) is great despite their youth. 
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Furthermore, these young ones come from far away and those who see them admire the fact that, despite 
their youth, they are able to come from so far away to hear the Dharma. 

This also proves that both young and old are capable of acquiring (pratipad -) the Buddhadharma, which is 
different from the heretical sects ( tfrthikadharma) where the brahmins alone are able to follow the rules 
and those who are not brahmins cannot. In the Buddhadharma, there is no old or young, no insiders 
(i ddhydtmika ) and no outsiders (bdhya); everybody can practice the Dharma. In the same way, when 
medicine ( bhaisajya) is given, it is the cure to be attained that rules everything; whether the sick person is 
noble or commoner, old or young, is of no importance. 




Sutra: [Before leaving], they express their homage (puja ), their respects ( satkara ), their esteem ( gurukara ) 
and their veneration ( mdna ) to the Buddhas of the east. 

Sdstra: Question. - They pay all their homage to the Buddhas of the east. But these Buddhas are very 
numerous; when will they be finished and when will they be able to start off for the Saha universe? 

Answer. - These bodhisattvas do not pay homage in the manner of gods or men; they carry out the rituals 
( pujddharma ) current among bodhisattvas. Here is what it consists of: They enter into samadhi and they 
draw forth innumerable bodies from their own upright body (, rjukdyam pranidhdya ); they create all kinds 
of objects of worship (pujddravya ) and fill the Buddha [130 c] universes with them. They are like the naga 
king who, at the moment of acting, raises his body from the water and causes rain to fall over an entire 
continent (dvfpaka). 

Question. - These bodhisattvas wish to go to the Buddha Sakyamuni. Why do they pay homage to all the 
Buddhas on their way? 

Answer. - The Buddhas are a supreme field of merit ( paramapunyaksetra ); those who pay homage to them 
receive a great reward ( vipdka ). It is like the man who cultivates his field well and reaps a big harvest of 
grain. The bodhisattvas see the Buddhas and the worship (piija ) which they pay to these Buddhas brings 
them the reward of the Buddhas. This is why they pay homage to them. 

Furthermore the bodhisattvas always feel a respect (satkara) towards the Buddhas comparable to that of a 
son for his parents; they have received instructions (desanadharma) from them and they have received 
samadhis, dharanls and miraculous powers (rddhibala) of all kinds from them. Out of gratitude, they pay 
homage to them. Thus, in the Fa houa king (Saddharmapundarlka), ^09 the bodhisattva Yo wang 


809 jjjg bodhisattva Sarvasattvapriyadarsana, who would later become the Buddha Bhaisajya-raja, had heard the 
Saddharmapundarlka from the mouth of the Buddha Candrasurya-vimalaprahasrasri and acquired, thanks to this teaching, 
the sarvarupasamdarsanasamadhi "faculty of making all forms appear". Out of gratitude, he cremated his own body to 
pay homage to the Tathagata and the Saddharmapundarlka. The legend is told in the Saddharmapundarlka, chap. XXII, p. 
415-418; here is the original text: 
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(Bhaisajyaraja) who had acquired the samadhi called 'Faculty of making all forms appear', had this thought: 
"Flow am I going to worship the Buddha and the Saddharmapundarika?" At once, he entered into samadhi, 
rose up into the sky, and by the power of samadhi, caused a rain of lotuses made of seven jewels 
(. saptaratnapundarika ), perfumes ( gandha ), banners {pataka ) and bouquets (, dama ) to pay homage to the 
Buddha. When he came out of samadhi, he felt that it was not enough, so for twelve hundred years he fed 
on [inflammable] perfumes and drank perfumed oil (gandhataila ); then he clothed himself in divine white 
garments and burned his own body (svam kdyam prajvdlaydmdsa). Fie made the following vow 
(pranidhdna ): "May the rays of my body illumine Buddha universes ( buddhalokadhdtu) as numerous as 
the sands of eighty Ganges (, asitigangdnadivalukdsama )." In these Buddha universes as numerous as the 
sands of eighty Ganges, all the Buddhas congratulated him (s adhukdram dadati sma ): "Good, good, O son 
of noble family: the offering of the body ( dtmabhdvaparitydga) is the foremost offering. Abandoning 
royalty ( rdjyaparitydga ), abandoning a wife and children {bhdiydputyaparitydga), does not equal a 
thousandth part of it." For twelve hundred years the body [of the bodhisattva] burned without, however, 
becoming consumed {tasydtmabhdvasya dipyato dvddasavarsasatdny atikrdntdny abhuvan na ca 
prasamam gacchati sma). 

Finally, the worship of the Buddhas (buddhapujd) assures glory (yasas ), merit {punya) and immense 
benefits (, artha ); all the bad dharmas {akusaladharma) disappear ( nirudyante ) and all the roots of good 
(kusalamula) show progress (vrddhim dpadyante); in the present {iha) lifetime as in future ( paratra) 
lifetimes, one is always rewarded for this worship; long afterwards, one comes to be able to do the 
Buddha's work. Thus, the worship of the Buddha assures all kinds of immense benefits. This is why the 
bodhisattvas pay homage to the Buddhas. 


ACT X 

Sutra: With flowers ( puspa ), incense {dhupa), garlands {mdlya), powders ( curna ), perfumes, aromatics and 
unguents {vilepana), with robes (civara), flags {dhvaja) and banners {pataka ), he went to the Buddha and, 
having approached him, bowed his head to the Buddha's feet {bhagavatah pddau sirasabhivandya) and 
stood to one side {ekdnte 'tis(hat). 

Sdstra: Question. - It should be said that "he saluted the Buddha"; why is it said that he 'bowed his head to 
the Buddha's feet"? 

Answer. - 1) The head {siras) is the noblest part of the human body, for it is the seat of the five feelings 
{ruci) and is on top (; urdhvam ); the feet (pdda) are the lowest part, for they tread an impure soil and are 
below {adhah). This is why, by saluting the lowest part to the noblest part, the homage is doubled. 

[131 a] 2) Moreover, there are three salutes, lower ( avara ), medium {madhya) and higher {agra). The 
lower salute consists of joining the hands ( anjalipdta ); the medium salute, of kneeling ( jdnupdta ); and the 
higher salute, of prostrating {sirasd pranipatanam). Saluting [someone's] feet with one's head is the highest 


Sa ca Sarvasattvapriyadarsana bodhisattvah... sarvarupasamdarsanam sama samadhim pratilabhcite sma .... sa pascad 
dvddasdndm varsasatanam atyaydt prasanto 'bhut. 
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homage {puja) there is. This is why, in the Vinaya, the newer bhiksus ( navabhiksu ) take the feet of their 
superior in their two hands and bow their head to them (sirasdbhivandanti). 

Question. - There are four bodily positions (kdyerydpathd); sitting ( dsana ), standing ( sthana ), walking 
( gamana ) and lying down (sayana). Why does the bodhisattva stand ( tisthati ) to one side ( ekante )? 

Answer. - Since he has arrived [near the Buddha], he does not have to walk; since he wants [to pay] his 
repect ( satkdra) and his homage {puja), he cannot lie down before him. That is very clear; have you 
finished questioning me? The sitting position is not very respectful, whereas the fact of standing up is a 
mark of respect ( satkdra ) and homage {puja). 

Moreover, in the Buddhadharma, mendicant heretics ( tirthikaparivrajaka) and all lay people 
{avaddtavasana) sit when they come to the Buddha. The heretics, belonging to a foreign ( paradharma ) 
sect, sit out of suspicion (, avamana) of the Buddha; the lay people sit in their quality of hosts {dgantuka). 
But the five assemblies, attached to the Buddha by body and spirit, remain standing near him. The arhats in 
possession of the Path {mdrgaprdpta), such as Sariputra, Maudgalyayana, Subhuti, etc., have done what 
needed to be done {krtakrtya); this is why they are permitted to sit down [before the Buddha]. The others, 
although they have obtained the threefold Path, are not permitted to sit down because their great work has 
not yet been completed and their fetters {bandhana) have not yet been cut. [The arhats] are like the king’s 
ministers ( rajamatya) who, because of their great qualities, have the right to a seat. Even though there may 
be lay people {avaddtavasana) amongst these bodhisattvas, they remain standing before the Buddha 
because they have come from far away to pay homage to him. 




Sutm\ [Samantarasmi] said to the Buddha [Sakyamuni]: "The tathagata Ratnakara asks you if you have but 
little anguish {alpdbddhatd) and but little suffering {alpdtankatd), if you are healthy (yatrd) and alert 
(laghutthdnatd ), if you are strong {bala) and if you are enjoying your ease (. sukhaviharata ), ^ he offers to 

the bhagavat these golden thousand-petalled lotuses" ( Samanatarsmir bodhisattvo bhagavantam 
Sakyamunim etad avocat: Ratndkaro bhagavdn bhagavantam alpdbddadhatdm pariprcchaty alpdtahkatdm 
yatram laghutthdnatdm bdlam sukhavihararam ca pariprcchati. imani ca bhagavatd Ratndkarena 
tathdgatena suvarnanirbhdsdni sahasrapattrani padmdnipresitani bhagavatah). 

Sdstra: Question. - The Buddha Ratnakara is omniscient {sarvajnd); why does he ask if the Buddha 
Sakyamuni has but little anguish and but little suffering, if he is healthy and alert, strong and in a joyful 
state? 


Traditional form of greeting which is also found in the Pali texts (e.g„ DIgha, I, p. 204; II, p.72; III, p. 166; 
Majjhima, I, p. 437, 473; Anguttara, III, p. 65, 103; Milinda, p. 14) as well as in the Sanskrit (e.g., Mahavastu, I, p. 154; 
Avadanasataka, I, p. 168, 325-326; II, p. 90, 93; Saddharmapundarlka, p. 429; Divyavadana, p. 156; Mahavyutpatti, no. 
6284-6288). In Pali: appabddham appatahkam lahutthdnam balam phasuviharam pucchati. 
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Answer. - 1) It is customary for the Buddhas to ask about what they already know. It is told in the 
Vinaya^l 1 that the bhiksu Ta enl (corr. ni) kia (Dhanika) had built a hut of red brick ( lohitakathalla ). The 
Buddha, who had seen it and knew about it, nevertheless asked Ananda: "Who did that?" Ananda replied: 
"It is the son of the potter ( ghatabhedanaka ), the monk ( pravrajita ) called Dhanika. He had made a hut of 
leaves which was destroyed over and over again by the cowherders ( gopdlaka ); he built it three times, three 
times it was destroyed. That is why he made this brick house." The Buddha said to Ananda: "Destroy this 
brick house. Why? Because if the heretics [see it], they would say: When the Buddha, the great teacher, 
lived here, the Dharma came from a dirty place.Similarly, in many other places, the Buddha asks 
about what he already knows. 

2) Moreover, although the Buddha is omniscient, he conforms to worldly customs ( lokadharmdnuvartana ). 
Like men, the Buddha asks questions. Bom among men, the Buddha takes on the conditions of human life: 
like them, he suffers cold ( sfta ), heat ( usna ), birth (jdti) and death (, marana)\ like them, he has the habit of 
asking questions. 

3) Moreover, in the world, it is not suitable for nobles to have dealings with the peasantry, but [131 b] the 
Buddhas, who are of equal power ( samabala ), can question one another. 

4) Finally, the Ratnavati universe is a pure fairy-land ( visuddhavyuha ); the Buddha [Ratnakara] who 
governs it has a big body ( kdya ), his color (varna), his aspect ( samsthdna ) and his rays ( rasmi ) are large. If 
he did not ask Sakyamuni, people would think that he scorned him. Besides, Ratnakara wants to show that 
although he surpasses Sakyamuni in various points, in his Buddha universe, the color of his body and his 
rays, yet he is absolutely identical with him in regard to wisdom ( prajna) and miraculous power 
(rddhibala ). That is why he questions him. 

Question. - Why does he ask him if he has but little anguish ( alpdbddhatd ) and but little suffering 
(a Ip d tan kata)? 

Answer. - There are two kinds of torments ( alpdbddatd ), those having an external cause 
(bdhyahetupratyaya) and those having an internal cause ( ddhyhdtmikahetupratyaya ). The external torments 
are cold (sfta), heat (usna), hunger ( ksudh ), thirst (pipdsd ), armies ( caturangabala ), swords ( asi ), knives 
(.sastra ), clubs ( danda ), catastrophes (patana ), ruins (, avamardana ); all these external accidents of this kind 
are called torments ( ddddha ). The inner torments are the 404 illnesses ( vyddhi ) that come from improper 
food or irregular sleep; all the sicknesses of this kind are called inner sicknesses. Corporeal beings (dehin) 
all have to suffer from these two kinds of illnesses. This is why [Ratnakara] asks Sakyamuni if he has but 
little torments and suffering. 


The story of Dhanika (in Pali Dhaniya) is told in all the Vinayas in respect to the second parajikadharma: Pali 
Vinaya, III, p. 40-41 (tr. Homer, I, p. 64-67); Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 1, p. 5b; Mo ho seng k'i liu, T 1425, k. 2, p. 238a; 
Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 1, p. 572b; Che song liu, T 2435, k. 1, p. 3b; Ken pen chou... p'i nai yo, T 1442, k. 2, p. 633c. As 
always, it is the Che song liu or the Sarvastivadin Vinaya that the Mpps follows here. 

The Buddha forbade the construction of brick huts because the baking of the bricks, which involved the death of 
small insects, made the hut impure. What Buddha reproaches Dhanika for is cruelty: cf. Pali Vinaya, III, p. 41: na hi 
nama tassa moghapurisassa panesu anuddaya anukcimpd avihesa bhavissati. 
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Question. - Why does he not ask him if he has no torment and suffering instead of asking if he has but little 
torment and little suffering? 

Answer. - The wise {diya) know very well that the body {kayo) is a source of suffering (, duhkhamula ) and 
that it is never without sickness.^ ^ Why? Because the body is an assemblage (samghata) of the four great 
elements ( catunnahdbhuta ) and the earth (prthivi ), water ( dpas ), fire ( tejas ) and wind (vdyu) that compose 
it are naturally in disharmony and struggle with one another. Thus an ulcer ( ganda, visphota ) is never 
without pain, but it can be improved, not cured, by a medicinal unguent. It is the same for the human body: 
always sick, it requires constant care; with care, it can live; deprived of care, it dies. This is why 
[Ratnakara] cannot ask [Sakyamuni] if he has no suffering because [he knows that Sakyamuni] is a victim 
[as everyone is] of these eternal outer torments ( bdhydbddha ) which are wind ( anila ), rain (varsa), cold 
(sita), heat ( usna ). Moreover, there are the four bodily positions ( kdyeiydpatha ), sitting ( dsana ), lying 
down ( sayana ), walking ( gamana ) and standing ( sthdna ), [which Sakyamuni is obliged to take up like 
everyone else]. To stay sitting for a long time is a great torment; prolonging the other three positions is also 
painful. This is why Ratnakara asks him if he has but little torment and suffering. 

Question. - It would be enough to ask if he has but little torment and suffering; why does he also ask if he 
is healthy (ydtrd ) and alert ( laghutthdnatd )? 

Answer. - Although he is convalescing, the sick person has not yet recovered his health; this is why he asks 
if he is healthy and alert. 

Question. - Why ask him if he is strong {bald) and enjoying his ease ( sukhavihdrard )? 

Answer. - There are convalescents who can walk, sit and rise, but whose strength is not sufficient to allow 
them to fulfill their occupations, to work, to carry light ( laghu ) objects and to lift heavy {guru) things; this 
is why he asks if he is strong. There are people who, although convalescent and able to lift heavy things 
and carry light things, do not, however, enjoy their ease {sukhavihdratd); this is why he asks if he is 
enjoying his ease. 

Question. - If one is well and strong, why would one not enjoy one's ease? 

Answer. - There are poor people {daridra), frightened people and sad people who do not enjoy their ease; 
this is why he asks if he is enjoying his ease. 

Moreover, there are two ways of asking: asking about the physical {kayo) and asking about the mind 
{citta). Asking someone if they have but little suffering or torment, if they are healthy, alert and strong, is 
asking about the physical; asking if they are enjoying their ease is asking [131 c] about the mind. All the 
inner {ddhydytmika) and outer {bdhya) sicknesses are called bodily sicknesses {kdyavyadhi); desire {rdga), 
hatred {dvesa), envy {Trsyd), avarice ( mdtsarya ), grief ( arati ), fear {bhaya), etc. as well as the 98 anusayas, 
the 500 paiyavasthdnas and all types of wishes, hopes, etc., are called sicknesses of the mind {cittavyddhi). 
In order to ask someone about each of these sufferings, we ask them if they have but little torment and little 
suffering, if they are healthy and alert, if they are strong and if they are enjoying their ease. 


813 s ee Hobogirin, Byo, p. 232: "The body, this illness." 
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Question. - We can ask a man ( manusya) these questions but not a god (deva), and still less, a Buddha. 

Answer. - The body of the Buddha is of two types: 1 ) the body of emanation ( nirmdnakdya ), created by 
the superknowledges ( abhijnd ), 2) the body born from father and mother ( pitrmatrjakaya ). Since the body 
born from father and mother takes on (ddaddti ) the conditions of human life, it is not like the gods (deva) 
and we can question it according to human customs. 

Question. - All noble individuals ( drya) have a detached mind ( nirdsangacitta ); they do not cherish their 
body and do not hope for a long life, do not fear death and do not hope to be reborn; under these 
conditions, what use is it to ask about their health? 

Answer. - It is in order to conform to worldly customs (lokadharmdnuvartana) that [Samantarasmi] 
borrows the rules of human etiquette to question [Sakyamuni]. Sending someone to ask, [as Ratnakara] 
does], also conforms to human etiquette. 




Sutra'. Having taken these golden thousand-petalled lotuses, the Buddha Sakyamuni then threw them to the 
Buddhas of universes of the east as numerous as the sands of the Ganges (Atha khalu bhagavdn 
Sakyamunis tathdgatas tdni sahasrapattrdni suvarnanirbhdsani padmdni grhitva yena te purvasydm disi 
ganagdnadfvdlukopamesu lokadhdtusu buddhd bhagavantas tena prdksipat) 

Sdstra: Question. - The Buddha is unsurpassable; why does he throw flowers as offering to the Buddhas of 
the east? When the Buddha had found the Path, he said to himself: "Men are not worthy of reverence; their 
capacities are imperfect ( asiddha ). Indeed, who has the right to veneration in heaven and on earth in the ten 
directions? I, who would like a teacher ( sdstr ), will follow him." Then Brahma devaraja and the other gods 
said to the Buddha: "The Buddha has no superior ( anuttara ), no-one surpasses the Buddha." The Buddha 
himself also saw with his divine eye ( divyacaksus ) that in the three times (tiyadhvan), in the ten directions 
(dasasis), whether in heaven or on earth, that no-one surpassed the Buddha; and he said to himself: "I shall 
practice the Mahaprajnaparamita; now that 1 have become Buddha that is what I will venerate, that is what 
will be my teacher. I must respect, honor and serve its Dharma." - There was a tree called Hao kien 
(Sudrdha ?); this tree was at the center of the earth and had hundreds of branches and leaves; in one day it 
grew a hundred cubits (vyama). When this tree was fully grown, it sought out [another] big tree to take 
shelter under it. There was, at that time in the forest, a deity ( devatd) who said to the Hao kien tree: "There 
is no tree in the world bigger than you; all the trees should take shelter in your shadow." It is the same for 
the Buddha; for innumerable incalculable periods ( asamkhyeyakalpa ), he dwelled in the bodhisattva levels 
( bodhisattvabhiimi ); one day when he was seated under the tree of enlightenment ( bodhivrksa ) on the 
diamond throne (vajrasana), he discovered the true nature of all dharmas ( sarvadharmalaksana ) and 
attained the state of Buddha. Then he said: “Who is the venerable individual who can serve [132 a] me as 
teacher? I wish to honor him, respect him and serve him." Then Brahma devaraja and the other devas said 
to the Buddha: "The Buddha has no superior (anuttara)', nothing surpasses the Buddha." 
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Question: [If Sakyamuni is truly the greatest of beings], why does he want to worship ( puja ) the Buddhas 
of the east? 

Answer. - 7) The Buddha is without superior ( anuttara ); in the three times ( tiyadvan ), the ten directions 
( dasadis ), in heaven and on earth, no-one surpasses him; nevertheless, the Buddha can pay worship (puja) 
[to what he considers good]. Puja is higher ( agm ), medium ( madhya ) and lower (avard). Lower puja 
consists of honoring someone who is beneath oneself; higher puja consists of honoring someone who is 
above oneself; medium puja consists of honoring someone who is one's equal. The puja performed by 
Sakyamuni with regard to the other Buddhas is medium puja. [But Sakyamuni has also practiced the lower 
puja in the following circumstance]: 

When the bhiksunl Ta ngai tao (Mahaprajapatl) and her five hundred arhatl-bhiksunls entered nirvana all 
at the same time,^ ^ the upasakas in possession of the threefold Paths set up five hundred beds ( khatvd ) for 
the bhiksunls and the Caturmaharajikas set up a bed for Mahaprajapatl, Buddha's step-mother and nurse 
(dhdtrf). The Buddha himself placed before her body an incense-burner to burn perfumes in her honor. He 
said to the bhiksus: "Help me to pay homage to the body of my nurse." Immediately, these arhat-bhiksus, 
each by virtue of his bases of miraculous power (rddhipada), went to Mount Mo li (Malaya) to gather 
'cows'-head'(?) sandalwood ( gosfrsacandana ) and other aromatics and helped the Buddha build the funeral 
pyre. [For the Buddha,] this was a lower puja; in this way, without looking for any reward, the Buddha 
practices the pujas. 

2) Moreover, the Buddha alone can pay [suitable] puja to the Buddhas, for other people do not know the 
qualities ( guna) of the Buddhas. A stanza says: 

[Only] the wise can esteem the sciences, 

The books of the sciences and the joy of of the sciences. 

[Only] the wise know the sciences 

Like the snake [alone] knows the snake's feet. 

This is why the Buddhas, who are omniscient (sarvajna), can render [suitable] puja to the omniscience [of 
the other Buddhas]. 

3) Finally, the Buddhas of the ten directions ( dasadigbuddha ) from age to age have aided ( upakaroti ) the 
Buddha Sakyamuni: 


Mahaprajapatl GautamI, the Buddha's aunt, hearing the Buddha sneeze, wished him a long life. The Buddha 
remarked that wishing harmony in the samgha would be preferable. Then GautamI made the resolution to enter nirvana 
before anyone could leave the samgha. Five hundred nuns entered nirvana along with her. Gautamls nirvana is told in the 
Pali Apadana, II, p. 529-543; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 50, p. 822b-823b; Ta ngai tao pan ni yuan king, T 144, p. 867a- 
869b; Fo mou pan ni yuan king, T 145, p. 869b-870c; Ken pen chou... tsa che, T 1451, k. 10, p. 248a-249a (tr. S. Levi, 
Asvaghosa, le Sutralamkara et ses sources, JA, Jul.-Aug. 1908, p. 161-163); Ta tchouang yen louen king, T 201 (no. 68), 
k. 14, p. 333a-338a (tr. Huber, Sutralamkara, p. 386-402). - The scene is located either at Kapilavastu in the 
Nyagrodharama (T 1451) or at Vaisall in the Kutagarasala (T 125, T 144, T 145, and Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 7, 
p. 908b28. 
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a. When Shakyamuni was a bodhisattva of the seventh bhumi ( saptamabhumi ),^15 he saw that all dharmas 
are empty ( sunya ), nonexistent (asat) without birth and cessation ( anutpanndniruddha); seeing this, his 
mind became detached from all the universes (lokadhdtu), he wanted to abandon the practice of the six 
virtues ( satparamita ) and enter into nirvana. He was like a man who, in a dream ( svapna ), builds a raft 
(kola) to cross over a big river and who feels sick because his arms are tired; in the middle of the stream, 
he wakes up out of his dream and says to himself: "Why do I imagine there is a river and that I must cross 
it?", and at once his worries have disappeared. In the same way, the Bodhisattva, having reached the 
seventh bhumi, acquired acceptance of the teaching of nonarising ( anupattikadharmaksdnti ), the course of 
his mind ( cittapravrtti ) stopped and he wanted to enter into nirvana, [When Sakyamuni was at this stage], 
the Buddhas of the ten directions emitted rays ( rasmi ) that illumined the Bodhisattva's body, and with their 
hands caressing his head, they said to him: "O son of good family (kulaputra), do not make that decision; 
remember your previous vow (purvanidhdna) which was to save beings. Without any doubt, you know 
emptiness (sunya), but beings are not liberated (vimukta) nevertheless. You must again gather the qualities 
(guna) necessary ro convert them. [132 b] Do not enter (read mo jou) into nirvana. You have not yet 
acquired the golden-colored body ( suvarnavarnakdya) or the thirty-two major marks (laksana) or the 
eighty minor marks (anuvyanjana) or the immense rays (apramdnarasmi) or the thirty-two acts [producing 
the marks]. You have just attained the Dharma relating to non-production (anutpadadharmapaiydya). Do 
not rejoice too much." Then, hearing the encouragement of the Buddhas, the Bodhisattva returned to his 
first decision, practiced the six virtues and set himself to save beings. Such was the help (upakara) that he 
received from the Buddhas when he reached Buddhahood. 

b. Moreover, when the Buddha had attained enlightenment, he had this thought: "This Dharma is very 
profound (gambhfra); beings are stupid (mudha) and of little merit. What can I do, I who have also been 
born into the world of the five poisons ( kasdya )?" Having had this thought, [he said to himself]: "Within 
this single Dharma, I will make three parts (bhdga), and these parts will be the three Vehicles (ydna ) by 
means of which I will save beings.16 When he had thought thus, the Buddhas of the ten directions 
(dasadigbuddha) caused rays to appear and they congratulated him, saying: "Good, good! When we were 
in the world of the five poisons, we too divided the single Dharma into three parts to save beings." Then 
hearing the voices of the Buddhas of the ten directions, the Buddha felt great joy (dnanda) and cried: 
"Homage to the Buddhas (namo buddhanat)." This is how the Buddhas of the ten directions rendered him 
great services by encouraging him and helping him several times, and [now], out of gratitude for all these 
benefits, [Sakyamuni] offers flowers to the Buddhas of the ten directions. 

The highest [Buddha] qualities do not exceed those of these lotuses. Why? Because these precious lotus 
bouquets (padmaratnasamcaya) are the result of the same Buddha qualities; these are not ordinary lotuses 
born on the water. Samantarasmi, a dharmakaya bodhisattva dwelling on the tenth bhumi, had brought 
these lotuses and scattered them on the Buddha Sakyamuni. The latter, knowing that the Buddhas of the ten 


The story of the Bodhisattva in the seventh bhumi is told in the Mahavastu, I, p. 127-136. 

It is the rule that the Buddhas preach the three Vehicles if they appear when the human life-span is decreasing from 
one hundred to ten years, i.e., when the five poisons are very strong (cf. Kosa, III, p. 193). 
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directions are a supreme field of merit (paramapunyaksetra). in turn offers [these same lotuses] whose 
value is thus doubled. Why? Because it is a Buddha who is offering them to the Buddhas. 

Actually, in the Buddhadharma, there are four types of gifts (daksina); 1 ) The donor ( ddyaka ) is pure and 
the recipient ( pratigrahaka ) impure; 2) The donor is impure and the recipient is pure; 3) Both the donor 
and the recipient are pure; 4) Both the donor and the recipient are impure.^ 17 Here the gift is made to the 
Buddhas of the east; it is doubly pure, both [in its donor and its recipient]; its merit {punya) is very great. 
This is why Sakyamuni offers flowers to the Buddhas of the ten directions. 

Question. - But the noble individuals [who make such meritorious gifts] will receive no reward because 
they will not be reborn; why do you say that the merit of this gift is very great? 

Answer. - Although there is no-one to enjoy this merit, it is great in itself; if anyone enjoyed it, the reward 
{vipdkd) would be infinite (apramana). But the noble individuals ( diya ) who renounce entering into 
nirvana because they know that conditioned dharmas are transitory ( anitya ) and empty ( simya ), also 
renounce this merit. It is like a glowing bubble of molten gold {hemapinda) the beauty of which the eye 
perceives but which cannot be touched because it would burn the hand. 

Those who have an ulcer {ganda, visphota) need an unguent ( vilepana ); those who do not have an ulcer do 
not need a remedy. Similarly, corporeal beings {dehin), ever tormented like an ulcer by hunger ( ksudh ), 
thirst {pipdsd ), cold ( sfta ) and heat ( usna ), use clothing, coverlets, food and [132 c] a temperate climate, 
which are like the unguent spread on an ulcer. If, out of love for the remedy, they do not use it to get rid of 
their ulcer, they would be stupid ( miidha ), for when one does not have an ulcer, the remedy is useless. The 
Buddhas think of the body as an ulcer and, because they have rejected this body-ulcer, they do not rejoice 
over the reward [for their merits]. This is why, although they have great merits, they do not receive the 
reward ( vipdka ). 




Sutra: These lotuses thrown [by Sakyamuni] filled the Buddha universes of the east as numerous as the 
sands of the Ganges (tais ca padmair ye purvasyam disi ganglmnadivdlukopamd buddhalokadhdtavas te 
paripurna abhuvan). 

Sdstra: Question. - How can these few lotuses fill so many universes? 


^ 1 7 Here the Mpps is reproducing a well-known canonical fonnula, without any reference, which may be found with 
some variations in DIgha, III, p. 231-232; Majjhima, III, p. 256; Anguttara, II, p. 80; Ta tsi fa men king, T 12, k. 1, p. 
228c27: Tchong a han, T 26, (no. 180), k. 47, p. 722b28. - Here, acc. to DIgha (l.c.) is the Pali fonnula: Catasso 
dakkhinavisuddhiyo. Atth' avuso dakkhina dmayakato visujjhati .... visujjhati pcitiggahcikato ca. - The Majjima and 
Anguttara explain that, in order to be pure, the donor and the recipient must be moral and of good quality {silavd 
kalyanadhammo ). 
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Answer. - 1) This is due to the Buddha's abhijnas; by virtue of the first eight, he can transform the dharmas 
at will, make small that which is big, make big that which is small, make heavy that which is light, make 
light that which is heavy, freely move at will without hindrance, shake the great earth, realize wishes. The 
great arhats possess all these eight masteries ( vasita); this is why the Buddha is able to fill the universes of 
the east that are as numerous as the sands of the Ganges with just a few flowers. 

2) Moreover, he wants to show beings that the future reward of their merits ( andgatapunyavipdka ) is 
comparable to these few lotuses that succeed in filling the universes of the east. 

2) Finally, he encourages the bodhisattvas of the east by saying to them: "Plant your merits in the Buddha- 
field ( buddhaksetra ) and the reward you will receive will be like these lotuses that fill innumerable lands. 
Although you come from afar, you will have joy ( ananda ). The reward for encountering this great field of 
merit ( punyaksetra ) is immense. 




Sutra'. On each of these lotuses there were bodhisattvas^^ sitting cross-legged preaching the six virtues. 
Those who heard them were settled in supreme perfect enlightenment ( tesu ca padmesu bodhisattvdh 
paiyahkam baddhvd nisanna abhuvan satparamitadharmadesanam desayantah. yais ca sattvaih sa 
dharmah srutas te niyatd abhuvan anuttarayam samyaksambodhau). 

Sdstra: Question. - The Buddha had previously created thousand-petalled lotuses of precious stones by the 
rays of his tongue; on each of them there was a seated Buddha; why are there bodhisattvas now seated on 
each lotus? 

Answer. - Previously, it was a question of lotuses created by the Buddha; this is why there were Buddhas 
seated on them. Flere it is a matter of lotuses offered by the bodhisattva Samantarasmi; this is why there are 
bodhisattvas seated on them. Previously, beings had to see the seated Buddhas in order to be saved; here 
they must see bodhisattvas in order to be saved. These bodhisattvas, seated cross-legged, are preaching the 
six virtues, and those who hear them are settled in supreme perfect enlightenment. 




Sutra: These monastic ( pravrajita ) and lay ( grhasta ) bodhisattvas, youths (ddraka) and maidens ( ddrikd ), 
bow their heads down to the feet of the Buddha Sakyamuni. Each of them express their worship ( sampujd ), 
obedience ( satkdra ), veneration ( sammdna ) and respect ( gurukdra ). These bodhisattas, monastic and lay, 
youths and maidens, one after another, by the power of their roots of good ( kusalamula ) and their merits 
(punya), pay homage to Shakyamuni, Buddha, [133a] arhat, samyaksambuddha. 


818 


In the Sanskrit text of the Pancavimsati (p. 14), it is Buddha forms ( buddhavigrciha ) that are seated on the lotuses. 


462 



Sastra : Here are the stanzas which they spoke: 

The Path which the arhats have travelled 

The Buddha has followed in the same way (tathd - dgata ). 

True nature and point of arrival 

Are the same for the Buddha and not otherwise. 

The aryas speak the truth 

The Buddha also speaks the truth. 

This is why the Buddha is given 

The epithet of Tathdgata : "Speaking the Tuth". 

With patience as breast-plate, his mind is firm; 

With exertion as bow, his strength is bent [like the bow] 
With the sharp arrow of his wisdom 
He slays his enemies (ari + han), pride, etc. 

He has the right to the complete worship 
Of gods and men; 

The is why we give to the Buddha 
The epithet of Arhat: "Having the Right". 

He knows full well the true nature of suffering. 

He also knows the origin of suffering, 

He knows the true nature of the cessation of suffering 
He knows also the Path of cessation of suffering. 

Completely ( samyak ) understanding the four truths, 

He dwells in equanimity ( sama ) and is immovable. 

This is why, in the ten directions, 

He is call Samyak - sam- buddha. 

He has obtained the three subtle sciences (vidyd). 

He is also endowed with pure practices ( carana ); 

This is why we call this Bhavgavat 
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Vidyd - carana - sampanna : "Endowed with the Sciences and Practices. 

Knowing all the dharmas 

He has followed ( gata) the marvellous Path. 

At the desired time, he preaches skillfully 
Because he has compassion for all. 

He has destroyed old age, sickness and death. 

To arrive at the place of safety (yogaksema): 

This is why we give to the Buddha 
The epithet of Sugata: "Well-Gone". 

He knows the origin of the world 
And also knows its cessation; 

This is why we give the Buddha 

The epithet of Lokavid: "Knower of the World". 

In regard to samadhi, sfla, prajna and sampasyana, 

He has no equal and, still less, no superior; 

This is why we give to the Buddha 

The epithet of Anuttara: "Without Superior". 

He saves beings with his great compassion. 

He guides them with his good Dharma; 

This is why we give to the Buddha 

The epithet of Purusasamyasdrathi: "Guide of Beings to be Converted" 
With wisdom free from the passions ( klesa ), 

He preaches supreme deliverance (vimoksa); 

This is why we give to the Buddha 

The epithet of Sdstd devamanusydnam: "Teacher of Gods and Men". 
[133 b] That which is mobile or immobile in the threefold world. 

Perishable or imperishable, 

He learned under the bodhi tree; 

This is why we call him Buddha. 





Sutra : In the south ( daksinasydm disi), beyond universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges 
{gangdnadfvdlukopamdn lokadhatun atikramya ) and at the extreme limit of these universes ( tebhyo yah 
sarvdvasdnikah), there is the universe called Li yi ts'ieyeou (Sarvasokapagata); its Buddha is named Wou 
yeou to (AsokasrI) and its bodhisattva Li yeou (Vigatasoka). - In the west ( pascimdydm disi), beyond 
universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges and at the extreme limit of these universes, there is a 
universe called Mie ngo (Upasanta); its Buddha is called Pao chan (Ratnarcis) and its bodhisattva Yi pi 
(Caritramati). - In the north ( uttarasyam disi), beyond universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges 
and at the extreme limits of these universes, there is the universe called Cheng wang (Jayendra) and its 
bodhisattva To cheng (Jayadatta). - In the region of the nadir ( adhastdd disi), beyond universes as 
numerous as the sands of the Ganges and at the extreme limit of these universes, there is the universe 
called Houa (Padma);819 its Buddha is called Houa to (PadmasrT)^-® and its bodhisattva Houa chang 
(Padmottara). - In the region of the zenith ( uparishtdd disi), beyond universes as numerous as the sands of 
the Ganges and at the extreme limit of these universes, there is the universe called Hi (Nanda); its Buddha 
is called/// to (Nandasrl) and its bodhisattva To hi (Nandadatta). 

In these universes everything occurred just as it did in the east. 

Sdstra: Question. - According to the Buddhadharma, the directions (dis) do not really exist. Why? Because 
they are not included ( samgrhrta) in the list of the five aggregates ( skandha ), the twelve bases of 
consciousness ( dyatana ) and the eighteen elements ( dhdtu ) [that embrace the totality of existent things]. 
Neither is there any mention of the directions in the four baskets of the Dharma ( dharmapitaka ).®21 
Similarly, one would search in vain for the causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ) that would make these 
directions into real things. Then why speak here about the Buddhas of the ten directions and the 
bodhisattvas of the ten directions? 

Answer. - It is in order to be in harmony with the traditions of conventional language ( lokasamvrti) that we 
speak of directions; but regardless of the search, their reality cannot be demonstrated. 


This universe is called Chan "Good" in the Chinese text, but Padmix "Lotus" (Chin. Houa) in the original Sanskrit of 
the Pancavimsati, p. 17. This last reading is the proper one (note that the names of all the universes are feminine; this is 
why Padmit ends with ’3). 

820 This Buddha is called Chan to "Beauty of the Good" in the Chinese text (Chin. Houa to), but PadmasrI "Beauty of the 
Lotus" (Chin. Houa to) in the Sanskrit text of the Pancavimsati, p. 17. This last reading is the proper one. 

821 Understand: there is no mention of these directions as truly existent things {dharma). 
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Question. - How can you say that they do not exist? If the directions are not in your four baskets of the 
Dharma ( dharmapitaka ), they are mentioned in my six baskets of the Dharma; "22 if they are not contained 
in your list of skandhas, ayatanas and dhatus, they are contained in my own dharams. 

Moreover, by virtue of its nature of existence, the dharma 'direction' exists and is eternal. Thus it is said in 
a sutra: "The place where the sun rises is in the eastern direction; the place where the sun sets is in the 
western direction; the place where the sun travels to is in the southern direction; the place where the sun 
does not travel to is in the northern direction." The sun has a threefold conjunction ( samyoga ): prior 
conjunction, actual conjunction and later conjunction. It is divided according to direction. The first 
direction with which it enters into conjunction is the east, then the south, and finally the west. The place 
where the sun does not travel is not counted. The specific nature ( laksana ) of the direction is the distinction 
between 'there' and 'here', between 'here' and 'there'. If the directions did not exist, these distinctions would 
be wrong and, since these distinctions constitute the specific nature of the direction, there would be no 
directions. 

Answer. - That is not correct. Mount Sumeru is situated at the center of the four continents; the sun makes 
a circuit around Sumeru and [successively] lights up the four continents ( dvfpaka ). When it is noon 
(madhyahna) in Uttarakum (northern continent), the sun is rising in Purvavideha (eastern continent) 
because, for the inhabitants of Purvavideha, [Uttarakum] is east. - When it is noon in Purvavideha (eastern 
continent), the sun is rising in Jambudvlpa (southern continent) because, for the inhabitants of Jambudvlpa, 
[Purvavideha] is east. 823 Therefore there is no initial term. Why? Because according to the course [of the 
sun], all directions are [successively] east, south, west and north.824 Therefore it is not true, as you said, 
that "the place where the sun rises is the eastern direction, the place where the sun sets is the western 
direction, the place where the sun travels to is the southern direction and the place where the sun does not 
travel to is the northern direction." Moreover, the place with which the sun does not enter into conjunction 
[namely, north] is not a direction because it is lacking the specific characteristic ( laksana ) of direction 
[namely, conjunction]. 

Question. - I was speaking of 'direction' in reference to one single country and you are basing your 
objection on four countries [namely, the four continents]. This is why the direction of the east is not 
without initial term. 


822 We know from k. 11, p. 143c that these four dharmapitakas are the Sutrapitaka, the Vinayapitaka, the 
Abhidharmapitaka and the Mixed Basket (Tsa tsang); for this last one, see Przyluski, Concile, p. 119-120. As for the six 
Baskets, this is the first time I [Lamotte] have heard of them. 

823 These facts are taken from the Cosmology of the DIrgha, Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 30), k. 22, p. 147c: "When it is noon 
in Jambudvlpa, the sun is setting in Purvavideha, rising in Godanlya, and it is midnight in Uttarakuru. - When it is noon in 
Uttarakuru, the sun is setting in Godanlya, rising in Purvavideha and it is midnight in Jambudvlpa. - When it is noon in 
Purvavideha, the sun is setting in Uttarakuru, rising in Jambudvlpa and it is midnight in Godanlya." - See also Kosa, III, 
p. 157. 

824 Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 30), k. 22, p. 147c: When Jambudvlpa is east, Purvavideha is west. When Jambudvlpa is 
west, Godanlya is east. When Godanlya is west, Uttarakuru is east. When Uttarakuru is west, Purvavideha is east." 
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Answer. - If, in one single land, the sun enters into conjunction with the east, that is limited (antavat); if it 
is limited, it is not eternal ( anitya ); if it is not eternal, it is not univerasl ( vyapin ). This is why the directions 
have only nominal existence and are not realities. 




Sutra'. Then this trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu was transformed into jewels; it was strewn with flowers, 
decorated with fabrics, banners and bouquets, adorned with perfume-trees and flowering arbors ( Atha 
khalo ayam trisahasramahasahasro lokadhatu ratnamayah samstliito 'bhut puspdbhikirnah. 
avasaktapattaddmakaldpo gandhavrksaih puspavrsais copasobhita ’bhut). 

Sastra : Question. - What is the miraculous power ( rddhibala ) that transforms the earth into jewels? 

Answer. - This transformation ( parindma ) is brought about by the immense miraculous power of the 
Buddha. People versed in spells ( mantra) and magic ( mdya ), the asuras, the nagarajas, the devas, etc., are 
able to transform small objects, but no-one other [than the Buddha], including Brahma devaraja, has the 
power to transform the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu into precious jewels. When the Buddha is in the 
fourth dhyana, the four minds of metamorphosis ( nirmdnacitta ) adorn ( alamkrta) the 
trisahasaramahasahasralokadhatu, with its flowers, perfumes and trees, in all its superiority. All beings in 
perfect agreement [at this sight] turn their minds to the good. 

Why does the Buddha adorn this universe? In order to preach the Prajnaparamita and also to honor the 
bodhisattvas of the ten directions who have come to visit him accompanied by gods and men. When the 
master of a household invites a noble individual, he adorns his home; if it is the leader of a country, he 
adorns his kingdom; if it is a cakravartin king, he adorns the four continents ( caturdvfpa ); if it is Brahma 
devaraja, he adorns the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu. The Buddha himself adorns his universe for the 
chiefs of the universes of the ten directions - universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges - i.e., for 
the foreign bodhisattvas ( desantarabodhisattva ) and for the gods and men who have come to visit him. He 
also wants people, on seeing the fairyland of the metamorphoses ( parinamavyuha ) that he has produced, to 
produce the great thought of enlightenment ( mahdbodhicitta ), feel pure joy ( visuddhamudita ), be inspired 
by the thought of enlightenment to accomplish the great acts ( mahdkarma ), obtain a great reward 
(mahdvipdka) from these great acts, profit from this great reward by producing the great thought once 
more, and thus, successively ( paramparavrdhi ) they succeed in attaining supreme perfect enlightenment 
(i anuttarasamyaksambodhi ). This is why the Buddha adorns this universe and transforms it into jewels. 

Question. - What is meant by jewels (ratna)l 

Answer. - There are four types of jewels: 7) Kin (suvarna), gold; 2) Yin (rajata, riipya), silver; 3) [134 a] P'i 
lieou li (vaidurya), lapis-lazuli; 4) P'o li (sphatika), crystal. 
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There are four more kinds of jewels:^-^ 1 ) gold; 2) silver; 2) lapis-lazuli; 4) crystal; 5) Tch’d k'iu 
(musaragalva) cat's-eye; 6) Ma nao (asmagarbha) emerald; 7) Tch'e tchen tchou (lohitamukti), red pearl. 
[Note by Kumarajlva: This pearl is very precious; it is not Chan hou (pravada, vidruma), coral]. 

There are yet other jewels: 1 ) Mo lo k'ie t'o (marakata), emerald [this pearl is extracted from the beak of the 
golden-winged gamda bird; it is green in color and it counteracts poisons); 2) Yin t'o ni lo (indranlla), 
sapphire [pearl of celestial azure]; 3) Mo ho ni lo (mahamla) 'great blue' pearl; 4) Po mo lo k'ie 
(padmaraga), ruby [bright red pearl]; 5) Yue cho (vajra) diamond; 6) Long tchou (nagamani), naga pearl; 7) 
Jouyi tchou (cintamani), precious stone that grants all the wishes of its owner; S) Yu, jade; 9) Pei (sankha) 
conch; 10) Chan hou (pravada, vidruma), coral; 11) Hou p'e (trinamani) amber, etc. All these are called 
jewel ( ratna ). 

These jewels are of three types, human jewels ( manusyaratna ), divine jewels ( divyaratna) and bodhisattva 
jewels ( bodhisattvaratna ). 

Human jewels have minimum power and have merely a bright pure color; they combat poisons (visa), 
demons (pisdca), and shadows ( tamas ); they also combat all the sufferings of hunger ( ksudh ), thirst 
(pipdsd ), cold (sfta) and heat ( usna ). 

Divine jewels are larger and more powerful; they always accompnay the gods; one can give orders to them 
and communicate with them; they are light and not heavy. 

Bodhisattva jewels surpass the divine jewels; they combine the benefits of human and divine jewels. They 
allow all beings to know the place of their death and birth, their history ( niddna), their beginning and their 
end (purvdpardnta ): it is like a clear mirror (parisuddddarsa) where a person can contemplate their 
reflection. Moreover, the bodhisattva jewels can emit the various sounds of the Dharma (dharmasvara). As 
for the crown jewel (ratnamukuta) that adorns their head, it rains down flags ( dhvaja ), banners (pataka ), 
bouquets of flowers (puspaddma) and all kinds of offerings (pujdpariskdra) onto the Buddhas of the 
innumerable universes of the ten directions; it is a way of paying homage to the Buddhas. It also rains 
down clothing (vastra), coverlets, beds (sayana), seats (dsana) and means of livelihood (djiva): it causes 
everything that answers the needs of beings to rain down and gives them to beings. 

These various jewels remove the poverty (ddridiya) and the suffering (duhkha) of beings. 

Question. - Where do these marvellous jewels come from? 

Answer. - Gold (suvarna) comes from rocks, sand and red copper. - [Red] pearls (lohitamukti) come from 
fish stomachs, bamboo and snakes' heads. - Naga pearl ( nagamani) comes from the heads of nagas. - Coral 
(pravada, vidruma) comes from petrified trees found in the sea. - Conch (sankha) comes from insects. - 
Silver (rajata, rupya) comes from burned rocks. - The other jewels, lapis-lazuli (vaidurya), crystal 
(sphotika), etc., all come from caves. - The Cintamani comes from the Buddha's relics (buddhasanra); 


Classic list of seven jewels, occurring in, e.g., Milinda, p. 267; Divyavadana, p. 297; Saddliarmapundarlka, p. 151; 
Sukhavatlvyuha, v. 16; Samgraha, p. 318; Mahavyutpatti, no. 5943 seq. - See Bumouf, Lotus, p. 319-321; Finot, Les 
lapidaires indiens, Paris, 1896. 
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when the Dharma will have disappeared, all the Buddha's relics will change into cintamani. Similarly, at 
the end of a thousand years, water will change into crystal ( sphotika ) pearls. 

All these jewels are the usual jewels found among mankind; but the universes adorned (, alamkrta ) by the 
Buddha have far more value and cannot be obtained even by the gods. Why? Because they come from the 
great qualities of the Buddha. 

The perfumed trees ( gandhavrksa ) are: 1) the A k'ie leou (agaru),826 Agalloche [tree with the perfume of 
honey]; 2) the To k’ie leou (tagara),827 Tabernciemoriatana coronaria [very perfumed tree]; 2) the Tchan 
t'an (candana), sandalwood, and other species of perfumed trees. 828 

The flowering trees (puspavrksa ) are: 1 ) the Tchan p'ou (jambhu), Eugenia jambolana [tree with white 
flowers]; 2) the A chou kia (asoka) Jonesia asoka [tree 'without a care']; 3) the P'o ho kia lo [tree with red 
flowers], and others. 




Sutra'. The universe Houa tsi (Padmavati) has been mentioned which belongs [to the Buddha] P'ou houa 
(Samantakusuma), where the bodhisattva Miao to (ManjusrI), the bodhisattva Chan tchouyi (Susthitamati) 
and other very powerful bodhisattvas dwell (tadyathdpi nama Padmavati [134 b] lokadhdtuh 
Samanatakusumasya tathdgatasya buddhaksetram yatra Manjusrih kumdrabhutah prativasati Susthimatis 
ca bodhisattvah anye ca mahaujaskd bodhisattvah). 

Sdstra. - Question. - Why compare [the Saha universe thus transformed] with the Padmavati universe? 

Answer. - Because the [Padmavati] universe always has pure lotuses and the [Saha] universe, after it has 
been transformed, resembles it. In making comparisons ( upamdna ). we customarily compare the smallest 
with the biggest; in this way we compare the beauty of a man's face with the full moon ( purnamasa ). 

Question. - But in the ten directions, there are other pure universes (parisuddhalokadhdtu ) such as the 
Ngan lo (SukhavatT) of the Buddha A mi t'o (Amitabha), etc. Why take only the Padmavati universe as 
comparison? 

Answer. - The universe of the Buddha Amitabha is not like the Padmavati universe. Why? Although the 
Buddha [Lokesvararaja] guided the biksu Fa tsi (Dharmakara) in the ten directions to contemplate the pure 


j n Sanskrit, agaru or aguru (cf. Avadanasataka, I, p. 24; Divyavadana, p. 158, 315, 327); in Pali, akalu or again (cf. 
Milinda, p. 338). The word also occurs in Hebrew and Greek. 

827 Most likely Tagara, attested in Vinaya, I, p. 303; Itivuttaka, p. 68, Milinda, p. 338, Divyavadana, p. 158, 327. 

828 Thggg gandhavrksa furnish precious essences used as perfumes. Milinda, p. 338, tells of a man whose body is 

anointed with agaru, tagara, tallsaka ( Flacourtia cataphracta ) and red sandalwood 

(i akalutagaratalisakalojitacandanulittagatto ). 


469 



universes, the qualities ( guna ) and the power ( bala ) of this bhiksu were [too] weak and he was unable to 
see the supremely pure universes.^29 This is why the universes are not alike. 

Furthermore, when the Buddha [Sakyamuni] transforms the [Saha] universe, he gives it a resemblance 
(sddrsya) to the Padmavatl universe. This is why it is compared here to the Padmavatl universe. 

Question. - There are other great bodhisattvas such as P'i mo lo k'i (Vimalaklrti), Kouan che yin 
(Avalokitesvara), Pien ki (Samanatabhadra), etc. Why mention only the bodhisattvas who reside in the 
[Padmavatl] universe and be limited to citing the bodhisattvas Wen chon che li (Manjusn) and Chan tchou 
yi (Susthitamati)? 

Answer. - From all the pores of his skin ( ekaikaromakupa ), the bodhisattva Samantabhadra ceaselessly 
emits buddha-universes with Buddhas and bodhisattvas who fill the ten directions; as he transforms beings, 
he has no fixed residence. Dividing and transforming his body, the bodhisattva Manjusn penetrates into the 
five destinies ( pahcagati) and sometimes acts as a sravaka, sometimes as a pratyekabuddha and sometimes 
as a Buddha. It is said in the Cheou lengyen san mei king (Suramgamasamadhisutra):^^^ "The bodhisattva 
Manjusn in the past was the Buddha Long tchong tsouen (Naga... ); for 72 koti of lifetimes, he was a 
pratyekabuddha"; his previous abodes [can be listed and described]. But for the bodhisattva 
Samanatabhadra, it is impossible to count, describe and know his [successive] abodes because, if he abides 
anywhere, it is in all the universes [without distinction]. This is why the sutra does not mention him here. 

Besides, by speaking of 'other very powerful bodhisattvas', the sutra refers to Samantabhadra and all the 
great bodhisattvas as a whole ( sdmdnyatah ). 


s ee Mpps, k. 50, p. 418a-b: "The Buddha Che tseu tsai wang (Lokesvararaja) led the bhiksu Fa tsi (Dharmakara) in 
the ten directions and showed him the pure universes." This bhiksu is none other than the future Buddha Amitabha whose 
births are told in the Sukhavatlvyuha (ed. M. Muller and B. Nanjio in Anecdota Oxoniensis, vol. I, part II, Oxford, 1883; 
tr. M. Muller, Buddhist Mahayana Sutras, SBE, vol. 49, part II) and its six Chinese translations (T 360, 361, 362, 363, 
364, 310[5]). The Hobogirin, Amida, p. 26, summarizes this work as follows: At the time of the Buddha Lokesvara, the 
53rd Buddha after Dipamkara, a king had the thought of enlightenment from having heard the sermons of this Buddha. He 
abandoned his throne and became a monk under the name of Dharmakara. Upon the prayer of this monk, the Buddha 
Lokesvararaja showed him the good and the evil of gods and men and the merits and demerits of the different realms of 
the 210 million Buddha realms which he showed him. The monk spent five kalpas reflecting in order make a choice and 
to acquire the pure practices with which one can adorn a Buddha realm; then he went again to the same Buddha and 
pronouced the 48 vows, the main one of which is the 18th, formulated by T 360 as follows: "Supposing that I succeed in 
becoming Buddha, if beings of the ten directions, believing in me and loving me wholeheartedly, make the wish to be 
reborn in my realm to the extent of ten thoughts, if they are not reborn there, may I not receive supreme perfect 
enlightenment, except only for those guilty of the five sins of immediate retribution and slander against the holy 
Dhanna." [In the Sanskrit text, this vow is the 19th and is formulated in v. 8, no. 10 as follows: Sa can me bhagavdn 
bodhipraptasyaprameyasamkhyeyesu buddhaksetresu .... samyaksambodhim abhisambuddheyam. Then he accumulated 
the practices so that his vows were realized and he became the perfect Buddha Amitayus in his western paradise where he 
he has already reigned for ten kalpas. 

830 ch ou [ en g y en san me i king, T 642, k. 2, p. 644a. 
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Sutra : Then the Buddha knew that all the universes, with the world of the gods ( devaloka ), the world of 
Brahma ( brahmaloka ), the sramanas and the brahmanas, the gods ( deva ), the gandharvas, the asuras, etc., 
and the bodhisattva-mahasattvas who are to accede to the state of Buddhahood ( kumdrabhuta ) were all 
gathered together ( samnipatita ). 

Sdstra: Question. - The miraculous power ( rddhibala ) of the Buddha is immense ( apramdna ). If the beings 
of the ten directions all came to the assembly, all the universes would be empty ( sunya ); on the other hand, 
if they did not all come, the immense power of the Buddha would betray its powerlessness. 

[134 c] Answer. - It is impossible that they all come. Why? Because the Buddha universes are infinite 
(ananta) and limitless {apramdna). If all [their inhabitants] came [to the assembly], they would be limited. 

Besides, the ten directions each have their Buddhas who also preach the Prajnaparamita. Thus, in the 43rd 
chapter of the Prajnaparamita, a thousand Buddhas appear in each of the ten directions and they each 
preach the Prajnaparamita. 8 3 1 This is why it is impossible that all beings come [to Sakyamuni's assembly.] 

Question. - If the Buddhas of the ten directions each preach the Prajnaparamita, why do the bodhisattvas of 
the ten directions [visit Sakyamuni]? 

Answer. - As we have already said in the chapter on the coming of bodhisattva Samantarasmi, these 
bodhisattvas come on account of Sakyamuni. 

Moreover, these bodhisattvas were bound by their previous vow ( purvapranidhana ): "If there is a place 
where the Prajnaparamita is being preached", [they had said], "we will go there to listen and pay homage"; 
this is why they come from afar to accumulate the qualities ( guna ) themselves. They also want to give a 
teaching ( desana ) to beings, [saying to them]: "We have come from afar to pay homage ipujd) to the 
Dharma; why do you, who live in this universe, not pay homage to it?" 

Question. - The Buddha does not cling {sakta) to the Dharma. Why then does he manifest his miraculous 
power {rddhibala) seven times to guide beings to come together as a crowd? 

Answer. - The Prajnaparamita is very profound ( gambhfra ), difficult to know {durjneya), difficult to 
understand ( durvigdhya) and inconceivable (acintya). And so, [when the Buddha wants to preach it], he 
gathers the great bodhisattvas together around himself. Thus the beginners {navayanasamprasthita), 
[seeing these grave bodhisattvas listening to the Buddha], are led to have faith in his teaching, for if people 
do not believe the words of ordinary men, they should have faith [in the evidence] of grave important 
people. 


This concerns the 43rd chapter of the Pancavimasati by Kumarajlva, T 223, k. 12, p. 310a: "By his miraculous 
power, the Buddha saw in the east a thousand Buddhas who were preaching the Dharma. Having such and such 

characteristics and such and such names, they were preaching this chapter of the Prajnaparamita.In the south, the west, 

and the north, in the four intermediate directions and at the zentih and the nadir, there were groups of a thousand Buddhas 
of this kind in each of the directions. 
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Question. - [When the sutra describes the assembly surrounding the Buddha], why does it mention the 
world of gods ( devaloka ), the world of Mara ( maraloka ) and the world of Brahma ( brahmaloka )? It should 
simply say "the world of gods and men": that would be enough. Among the ten [traditional] epithets [of the 
Buddha], there is one that calls him 'Master of Gods and Men' (sasta devamanusyanam ); this is why gods 
and men should be mentioned here. 

Answer. - The gods who have the divine eye ( divyacaksus ) the divine ear ( divyasrotra ), keen faculties 
( tiksnendriya ) and wisdom ( prajna ) have flocked together voluntarily. This is why the sutra mentions the 
world of gods ( devaloka ) here. 

Question. - The 'world of gods' already includes the Maras and the Brahmas. Why does the sutra mention 
the Maras and the Brahmas separately? 

Answer. - There are three great leaders^ 1 ? among the gods: 

1) Sakra devanam indrah is the leader of two classes of gods, [the Caturmaharajika and the Trayastrimsa]. 

2) King Mara is the leader of six classes of gods of the world of desire or kamadhatu: [Caturmaharajika, 
Trayastrimsa, Yama, Tusita, Nirmanarati and Paranirmitavasavartin]. 

2) Mahabrahma is the leader of the Brahmaloka. 

Question. - The Yama, Tusita and Nirmanarati gods also have leaders; why are there only three leaders of 
the gods? 

Answer. - [A special mention is reserved for these three great gods because they are the best known]: 

Sakra devanam indrah resides above ground like the Buddha; he is constantly near the Buddha; he is very 
famous (yasas ) and people know him well. 

King Mara constantly comes to bother the Buddha and he is leader of the whole world of desire 
(, kamadhatu ); the Yama, Tusita and Nirmanarati gods all depend on him. Moreover, the gods of the 
threefold world ( traidhdtuka) are included ( samgrhita ) in 'the world of gods', and as Mara is leader of [the 
first of these worlds], namely, the world of desire ( kamadhatu ), the sutra mentions [135 a] him separately 
( prthak ). Finally, Mara usually torments the Buddha, but today he has come to listen to the Prajnaparamita 
so that the other people may progress ( vrdh -) in their faith ( sraddhd ). 

Question. [The second world, i.e.,] the form realm ( rupadhatu ), involves a large number of heavens; why 
does the sutra mention only the brahma heaven ( brahmaloka ) here? 

Answer. - The gods who surpass [the Brahmaloka] are without awareness and do not like distractions 
(. cittaviksepa ); they are less well-known. On the other hand, the Brahmaloka, which does involve the four 
kinds of consciousness ( vijndna ), is easily known. Besides, the Brahmaloka is closer. Furthermore, Brahma 


In order to understand the following discussion, the division of the gods into the six heavens of kamadhatu nd the 
seventeen heavens of rupadhatu should be remembered. See, e.g., Kosa, III, p. 1-2; Kirfel, Kosmogrciphie des Inder, p. 
190-198. 
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is synonymous with the purity of renunciation ( vairagyavisuddhi ); by speaking of Brahmaloka here, we 
include all the gods of the form realm as a whole ( samanyatah ). 

Furthermore, the other gods have no entourage. At the beginning of the kalpa, when he was born, Brahma 
devaraja was dwelling alone in the palace of Brahma ( brahmavimdna ) without any companion. Feeling 
bored, he thought: "Why should I not give birth to some companions?" At this moment, some Abhasvara 
gods whose life had come to an end, were reborn surrounding him as he had wished. King Brahma then 
thought: "These gods previously did not exist; they are born according to my wish; I am able to engender 
these gods." At the same moment, the Abhasvara gods also on their part had this thought: "We are born 
from king Brahma; king Brahma is our father. "833 - This is why the sutra limits itself to mentioning the 
Brahmaloka here. 

Finally, the gods of the second, third and fourth dhyanas [i.e., the gods higher than the Brahmaloka who 
are identified with the first dhyana], see the Buddha, hear the Dharma or assist the bodhisattvas in the 
desire realm ( kamadhatu ), whereas visual consciousness ( caksurvijnana ), auditory consciousness 
( srotravijiidna ) and tactile (, kayavijndna ) exist in the Brahmaloka. 834 This is why the brahmaloka is 
mentioned separately. 

Question. - Why does the sutra mention only sramanas and brahmanas and not speak about kings ( rdjan ), 
householders ( grhapati ) and other kinds of people? 

Answer. - Wise people are of two kinds, sramanas and brahamanas. The monastics who have left home 
( pravrajita ) are sramanas; the lay people who remain at home are called brahmanas.835 Other people give 


8^3 This episode which illustrates the naive pride of Brahma is drawn from the Brahmajalasutta: Dlgha, I, p. 17-18, retold 
in Dirgha, III, p. 28-29); Tch'ang a han, T 1, no. 21, k. 14, p. 90b-c; ibid. no. 30, k. 22, p. 143a; Fan wang lieou ch eul 
kien king, T 21, p. 266b. Flere are some extracts from the Pali text: 

Hoti kho so, bhikkhave, samayoyam kadmaci kcircihaci dighassa ciddhuno .... mayampana amhcipcicchd upapanrtd ti." 

The corresponding Sanskrit text is cited in full in the Kosavyakhya, p. 448; here are some extracts: 

Bhavciti, bhiksavah, sa samayo yad ayam lokah samvartate. Samvartamana loke .... nirmitah. Eso 'smakam asya sattva 
Esvaro yavatpitrbhuto bhavanam." 

For a discussion of this sutra, see P'i p'o cha, t 1545, k. 98, p. 508 seq. 

834 The six gods of kamadhatu and the gods of the first dhyana (the world of Brahma) who are "different in body and 
concept" ( ndndtvakdyasamjnin ) are directly in contact with the desire realm by means of their faculties. This is not the 
case for the higher gods who must change their level in order to communicate with material beings. See the theory of 
vijnanasthiti in Kosa, III, p. 16. In agreement with these ideas, it should be recalled that, according to the Vijnaptimatrata 
school, Sanskrit, the language of the gods, is spoken only among the gods of the first dhyana; from the second dhyana on, 
there is no longer any reasoning, therefore no language either (cf. Hobogirin, Bon, p. 119). 

835 The expression 'sramana-brahmana' is often used in Buddhist texts; sometimes the sramanas are contrasted with the 
brahmanas, sometimes the two words are used together to designate, in a general way, the 'leaders in religious life'. On 
this subject, consult the note by T.W. Rhys-Davids, Dialogues of the Buddha, II, p. 165, the study of R.O. Franke, 
Dighanikaya in Auwahl, p. 305 seq., the information collected in Hobogirin, Baramon, p. 52-54, and the bibliography on 
this subject in Lav., Dogme et Philosophic, p. 165-166. Nowadays we have a tendency to think of the sramanas as 
dissidents and heretics and the brahmanas as orthodox. Actually, - and the present passage of the Mpps nears this out, - 
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themselves up to worldly pleasures ( lokasukha ); this is why the sutra does not speak of them. The 
brahmanas use wisdom (prajna) and look for merit (punya ) those who have left home all seek the Path 
(mdrga); this is why the sutra limits itself to talking about the sramanas and brahmanas. We call those of 
pure family up to seven generations and who have taken the precepts ( silasddana) at the age of six years 
brahmanas. - The qualities of the Path and wisdom are found among the sramanas and the brahmanas; this 
is why they are spoken of here. 

Question. - Why does the sutra, which sometimes speaks of 'the realm of the gods' ( devaloka ), again speak 
of 'the gods' ( deva ) here? 

Answer. - The 'realm of the gods' designated the heaven of the Caturmaharajika and Sakra gods; 'Mara' 
designated the Paranirmitavasavartin and 'Brahma' gods, the form realm ( rupadhdtu ). Here the words 'gods' 
{deva) means the gods of the desire realm (, kamadhatu ) [who have not yet been mentioned], namely, the 
Yamas, Tusitas, Nirmanaratis, the Ngai chen (?), etc. The Ngai chen reside at the top of the six classes of 
gods; as their shape and color are very fine, they are called Ngai chen "Admirable Form". 836 

Question. - Why does the sutra menion only the gandharvas and not the other asuras or the nagarajas? 

Answer. - The gandharvas are divine artists who accompany the gods;837 their predispositions are gentle 
( mahju ) but their merits, their qualities and their power are minimal;838 they are lower than the devas and 
the asuras. 839 They are classed in the asura destiny (asuragati), wheras the nagarajas, 'dragon-kings', are 
classed in the animal destiny ( tiiyaggati ^.840 j| lc kimnaras also are divine artists who depend on the gods. 
The king of the gandharvas is called T'ong long mo (Druma)841 [in the Ts'in language, 'Tree']. Gandharvas 


what distinguishes them are less the opinions which they profess than the style of life they adopt. The sramanas are the 
wandering mendicants ( pravrajita) while the brahmanas are the pious lay people residing at home ( grhasta ); both groups 
come into the category of wise people (prajhavat). 

836 f 0 m y [Lamotte's] knowledge, these Ngai chen are not mentioned elsewhere. It must be remembered that originally 
Buddhism knew only six levels of heavens, occupied by the Caturmaharajika, Trayastrimsa, Yama, Tusita, Nirmanarati 
and Paranirmitavasavartin gods respectively. In order to reach the auspicious number of seven, the Brahmakayika gods of 
the Brahmaloka were added, sometimes followed by the Taduttarideva "the gods who are superior to them" (cf. Kirfel, 
Kosmogrciphie der Inder, p. 190-191). No doubt the addition of the Ngai chen responds to a concern of this kind. It was 
only later that the seven celestial stahges were mulriplied by three and even by four. 

83? They include in their ranks the heavenly musicians, Pancasiklia and Suriyavaccasa, the daughter of Timbaru 
(DIgha, II, p. 264). 

838 [ n order to be reborn among the gandharvas, it is enough to have practiced a lower form of sila (DIgha, II, p. 212, 
271). 

839 The gandharvas form the lower group ( sabbanihma kaya) of gods (DIgha, II, p. 212); they are the subjects of 
Dhrtrarastra, one of the four Caturmaharajikadevas (DIgha, III,p. 197) 

840 ■p[ le Anguttara, IV, p. 200, 294, 207, places them together in the great ocean: Puna ca param bhante mahdsamuddo 
.... asura nciga gandhabbci. 

841 Drama, king of the kimnaras and not of the gandharvas, is completely ignored in the Pali sources, but well-known in 
the Sanskrit sources. He appears in the Dmmakimnararaja-pariprccha, of which there are two Chinese translations due 
respectively to Tche tch'an (T 624) and Kumarajlva (T 625) and one Tibetan translation entitled Mi ham cihi rgyalpo Ijon 
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and kimnaras habitually reside in two places: their usual residence is on the Ten-Jewel Mountain 
(i dasaratnagiri ); but sometimes in the heavens, they play music for the gods. These two types of beings are 
not subject to the alternations of high and low. [By contrast], the people who inhabit the four continents 
{caturdvfpaka) have four different lifespans: those who have a very long life ( atidirghdyusa ) can live an 
incalculable number of years, those who have a very short life ( atyalpdyusa ) live only ten years.^^The 
asuras are malevolent ( dustacitta ) by nature and quarrelsome, but they do not break the precepts (sfla) and 
cultivate merit. 843 They are born in dwellings at the edge of the ocean and also have cities and palaces. 844 
The asura kings are named P'i mo tche top’o li (Vemacitra asurinda)845 and Lo heou lo (Rahu).846 

It is said^7 that once Rahu asurinda wanted to swallow Yue (Candima, god of the moon). The devaputra 
Candima, frightened, went at once to the Buddha and spoke this stanza: 


pas €us pa, Mdo XII, 6 (Csoma-Feer, p. 3 253; OKC, no. 824, p. 314). The Saddharmapundarika, p. 4, knows four 
kimnara kings: Drama, Mahadharma, Sudharma and Dharmadhara. - But Drama is best known from the adventures of his 
daughter, the kimnarl Manohara, captured by the hunters of king Sucandrima, wed by prince Sudhanu (Sudhana), pursued 
by her father-in-law Subahu, retrieved in the Himalaya by her husband and finally brought back in triumph to Hastiapura. 
This story, where Drama plays a very minor role, occurs in the following sources: 

Sanskrit sources: Mahavastu, II, p. 94-115; SrTkimnaryataka ; - Avadanakalpalata, ch. LXIV, vol. II, p. 318-413: 
Sudhanakimnaryavadana; - Bhadrakalpavadana, chap. XXIX. 

Chinese sources: Lieou tou tsi king, T 152, no. 83, k. 8, p. 44b-46b (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 292-304); - Ken pen chou 
... yao che, T 1448, k. 13-14, p. 59bl6-64c25. 

Tibetan sources: Schiefner-Ralston, Tibetan Tales, p. 44-74. 

Iconography: Barabudur: A Foucher, Notes d'archeologie bouddhique, BEFEO, IX, 1909, p.12-18 and fig. 6-9; - 
Nagarjunikonda: J. Ph. Vogel, The Man in the Well and some other Subjects illustrated at Nagarjunikonda, RAA, XI, 
1937, p. 119-121 and pi. XXXVI. 

In Uttarakuru, the human life is a thousand years; in Godamya, five hundred years; in Purvavideha, two hundred and 
fifty years; in Jambudvlpa, it is incalculable at the beginning of the cosmic age, but diminishes progressively down to ten 
years at the end of the kalpa. Cf. Kosa, III, p. 172. 

^43 On the role of the asuras in Buddhism, see Hobogirin, Ashura, p. 172. 

844 Their dwellings are described in Tch'ang a han, T 1, k. 20, p. 129b-130a. 

845 Asurinda is a common name designating a chief or a king of the asuras; it is sometimes applied to Vemacitra, 
sometimes to Rahu. 

846 -pjjg | agt c i larac ter, lo, is superfluous and should be removed. 

847 Here the Mpps is quoting the Candimasutta, but its text differs both from the Chinese version of the Tsa a han, T 99 , 
no. 583, k. 22, p. 155a-b) cf. T 100, no, 167, k. 9, p. 436a) and the Pali version of the Samyutta, I, p. 50 (tr. Kindred 
Sayings, I, p. 71-72; Geiger, I, p. 80-81). To faciliate the comparison, here is the translation of Tsa a ham and the Pali text 
of the Samyutta: 

Tsa a han, T 99, k. 22, p. 155a: Thus have I heard. Once the Buddha was dwelling at SravastI in the Jetavana, in the 
garden of Anathapindada. At that time, Rahu, king of the asuras, was blocking Candima, the devaputra. Then full of 
terror, Candima devaputra came to the Buddha and having bowed his head to the Buddha's feet, stood aside and spoke 
these stanzas of praise to the Buddha: 

"Homage to you, great hero 

Who triumphs over all your obstacles. 
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I am exposed to suffering. 

That is why I take refuge [in you]. 

I, the devaputra Candima 
Take refuge in the Sugata; 

May the Buddha, who has compassion for the world 
Liberate me from the asura." 

Then the Bhagavat replied with these stanzas: 

"[The moon] chases away the shadows, 

Its rays illumine space 

Its brightness ( vairocana ) is pure 

And its rays brilliant. 

Rahu conceals you in space: 

Quickly release that which has the appearance of a flying hare ( sasamka)." 

Rahu, the asura, 

Immediately released the moon and went away, 

Body sweating 
Terrified and ill at ease. 

Spirit dimmed, mind troubled, 

One might have said like a very sick man. 

At that time, an asura named P'o tche (Vemacitra), seeing the asura Rahu release the moon quickly and return, said the 
following stanza to him: 

Asura Rahu, 

Why do you release the moon? 

Body all asweat 

You are like a very sick man. 

The asura Rahu answered with this stanza: 

Gautama cursed me with a stanza. 

If I did not release the moon immediately, 

My head would break into seven pieces, 

I would suffer the pain of near death. 

The asura Vemacitra continued with this stanza: 

That is extraordinary that the Buddha 
Knows how to protect the world. 

By speaking one stanza, he has forced 
Rahu to release the moon. 

When the Buddha had finished this sutra, Candima devaputra rejoiced at the words he had heard from the Buddha and, 
having bowed to him, he went away. 

Samyutta, I, p. 50: Savatthiyam viharati. Tena khopana ascimayena Candima dvaputto Rdlnma asurindena gahito .... no 
ce munceyya Candimanti // 

The Tibetan Bkah gyur contains two translations of this sutra entitled ‘zha bahi mdo’. The first is in Mdo XXVI, 28 (cf. 
Csoma-Feer, p. 281; OKC, no. 997, p. 384): it is from the Sanskrit and almost corresponds to the translation given by the 
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Endowed with great wisdom, Buddha Bhagavat, 

I take refuge in you. Homage to you! 

This Rahu is tormenting me; 

I would like to ask the Buddha to grant me his protection out of his compassion. 

The Buddha spoke to Rahu with this stanza: 

The moon ( candra ) is resplendent in illumining the shadows, 

In space ( dkdsa ) it is a great lamp. 

Its color is pure white; it has a thousand rays. 

Do not swallow the moon; let it go immediately. 

Then Rahu, sweating with fear, let go of the moon at once. Vemacitra asurinda, seeing Rahu frightened and 
releasing the moon, spoke this stanza: 

O Rahu, why then 

Do you release the moon in your fear? 

You are sweating drops of sweat like a sick man. 

What is this fear and this anxiety? 

Then Rahu replied with this stanza: 

The Bhagavat has given me this commnd with a verse: 

If I do not release the moon, my head would split into seven pieces. 

As long as I live, I would have no rest. 

This is why I release the moon. 

Vemacitra spoke this stanza: 

The Buddhas are very difficult to meet, 

It is only at distant intervals that they appear in the world. 

Since [the Buddha] has spoken this pure stanza 
Rahu has released the moon. 


Tsa a han above; L. Feer has made a French translation in Extraits, p. 411-413. The second is translated from the Pali and 
occurs in Mdo XXX, 24 (cf. Csoma-Feer, p. 290; OKC, no. 738, p. 228). 
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Question, - Why does the sutra not mention the damned ( naraka), the animals (t iiyagyoni) and the pretas? 

Answer. - The damned (naraka), whose minds are distracted (viksepa) by their great suffering, are not able 
to receive the Dharma; the animals ( tiryagyoni), who are stupid ( mudha ) and of closed mind (avricitta), are 
not able to undergo conversion; as for the pretas who are burned by the fire of hunger ( ksudh ) and thirst 
(pipdsd ), they do not succeed in receiving the Dharma. 

[135 c] Moreover, among the animals and the pretas, a few come to hear the Dharma; they conceive 
meritorious sentiments but are unable to embrace the Path (marga). This is why the sutra does not mention 
them. 

Question. -If that is so, then the sutra should not speak of the gandharvas or the asuras either. Why? 
Because these beings have already been included ( samgrhita ) in the preta destiny.848 


848 j n order to understand the discussion which follows, it should be noted that the ‘Questioner' assumed here represents 
the side of Katyayanlputra and defends the theories of the Sarvastivadin Abhidhanna. The latter accept only five gati or 
destinies (see, e.g., the Samghltiparyaya, T 1536, k. 11, p. 415c); doing this, they are faithful to the canonical teachings 
which, with a few exceptions (DIgha, III, p. 264) recognize only five gati (cf. DIgha, III, p. 234; Majjhima, I, p. 73; 
Samyutta, V, p. 474; Ariguttara, IV, p. 459); these are first the three bad destinies ( durgati) - the damned (naraka), the 
animals ( tiryagyoni ) and the pretas - which must be placed among the eight aksana, the conditions in which it it is 
difficult, if not impssible, to see the Buddha or hear the Dharma; these are the two good destinies (sugati) , of the gods 
(dev) and of men, humans (manusya), where it is easy to acquire the Path. 

The scholars who accept only five gati find it difficult to place the asuras. Here, our 'Questioner' places them, along with 
the gandharvas, in the preta gati, and the Vibhasa (T 1545, k. 172, p. 867a-c) does the same. Others, such as the author of 
the Yogacaryabhumi (T 1570, k, 4), places them among the gods. But most often the asuras belong to several gati at the 
same time, either the preta and the animal (Saddharmasartyupasthana, T 721, k. 18-21) or preta, animal and gods 
(Gathasutra, cited in T 1723, k. 2), or preta, human, gods and animal (Suramgamasutra, T 945, k. 9). These referencxes 
are from Hobogirin, Ashura, p. 42. See also P. Mus, La lumiere sur les six Voies, p. 155, 175, etc. 

The position adopted by the Mpps is quite different. It criticizes the Sarvastivadin Katyanlputra for wanting to put into the 
lower destiny of the pretas an asura as pious as Punarvasu's mother, a yaksa as famous as Vajrapani, a kimnara as 
powerful as Druma. Then it comments, wrongly it is true, that the Buddha had never fixed at five the number of the gati 
and that such a limitation is the doing of the Sarvastivadin school. Finally, calling on the Vatslputrlyas as witness, it 
proclaims the need for a sixth gati where the asuras and gandharvas "whose merits are many" are placed and which 
cannot be confused with the damned, the animals and the pretas who populate the lower gati. Returning later (k. 39, p. 
280a) to this subject, it will conclude: "Previously, five gati were spoken of; today we must add the asura gati." 

Yet other texts accept six gati in place of five: an isolated passage of the DTgha (III, p. 264); Petavatthu, IV, 11: the 
Andhaka and Uttarapathaka of the Kathavatthu, VIII, p. 360 (cf. Rh. D., Points of controversy, p. 211); the Sadgatikarika, 
stanza 94, which accepts the asura gati (cf. P, Mus, Six voies, p. 282; T 726, p. 457b); the Dharmasamgraha, v. 135, 346, 
372 (but five gati on p. 131). 

It may be asked if Nagarjuna of the Mpps, who here shows himself to be a strong partisan of six gatis, is the same as the 
nihilist Nagarjuna, author of the Madh. karika who accepts only five (cf. Madh. vrtti, p. 269, 1. 9; p. 304, 1. 4). On the 
other hand and contrary to the assertion of Poussin in Kosa, III, p. 11, the Nagarjuna of the Suhrillekha lists six gatis (cf. 
T 1673, p. 750cl). 
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Answer. - The Buddha did not say that; why do you claim that they are included in this destiny? That is an 
[unwarranted] statement by Kia tchan yen tseu (Katyayamputra), etc. The asuras have a power equal to that 
of the gods, sometimes in their battles, they even win over the gods. 849 j^e gandharvas are the divine 
artists who enjoy happiness equal to that of the gods; they have wisdom (prajna ) and can distinguish the 
beautiful from the ugly. Why could they not receive the Dharma of the Path? See for example, in the Tsa a 
han (Samyuktagama), in the chapter about the gods ( devasamyukta ), the story of the mother of the asura 
Fou na p'o seou (Punarvasu). 850 j n the CO urse of his travels, the Buddha spent the night in her home; 
when the Bhagavat was preaching the ambrosia ( amrta ) of the holy Dharma, her two children, daughter 
and son, began to cry. The mother quieted them with this stanza: 

Do not cry, Yu tan lo (Uttarika), 

Do not cry, Fou na p'o seou (Punarvasu), 

So that I can hear the Dharma and find the path. 

You too should find it like me. 

This is why we know that, even among the asuras, there are some who obtain the Path. 

Furthermore, in the Mahayana, the hero ( vfra ) Mi tsi kin kang (Guhyaka Vajrapani)851 prevails over all the 
bodhisattvas and all the more, over all men. 


849 The battles between the asuras and the gods are a banal theme told in steretypical fromulas: Digha, II, p. 285; 
Majjhima, I, p. 253; Samyutta, I, p. 216, 223; IV, p. 201; V, p. 447; Ahguttara, IV, p. 432. - References to Chinese 
sources in Hobogirin, Ashura, p. 43. 

850 The beginning of the Punabbasusuttanta of which we have the Pali version (Samyutta, I, p. 209-210) and two 
Chinese translations: Tsa a han, T 99, no. 1322, k. 49, p. 362c-363a; T 100, no. 321, k. 15, p. 481a. There are a few 
diffrences between these sources: 

Samyutta, I, p. 209: Ekam samayam Bhagava Savatthiyam viharati JetavaneAnathapindaikassa armam .... dhammam 
sossami satthuno // 

Tsa a han, T 99, k. 49, p. 362c: Thus have I heard. Once the Buddha was travelling among the people of the Magadha 
kingdom with his great assembly. He came to the place where the mother of the young yaksa Punarva was dwelling and 
spent the night there. Then the Bhagavat preached a sermon about the noble truths ( dryasatyapratisamyuktadharma ) to 
his bhiksus: the noble truths of suffering ( duhkha ), the origin of suffering ( duhkhasamudaya ), the cessation of suffering 
(i duhkhanirodha ) and the path leading to the cessation of suffering (duhkhanirodhagamim pratipat). At that time, the two 
young children of the yaksinl, her son Punarvasu and her daughter Uttara, began to cry during the night. Then the mother 
of Punarvasu scolded her son and daughter with these stanzas: 

"You, Punaravsu, and you, Uttara, do not cry 

So that I may be able to hear the Dharma preached by the Tathagata". 

Other details may be found in Sarattha, I, p. 309-311. 

851 Vajrapani, of the yaksa clan, thunder (va/>a)-bearer and tutelary spirit of the Buddha (cf. Lalitavistara, p. 66, 219). 
He has already appeared in the canonical sources (Digha, I, p. 95; Majjhima, I, p. 231) and his importance increases with 
time. See Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, II, p. 48-64. 
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When T'ouen louen mo (Drama), king of the kimnaras and gandharvas, came to the Buddha to play the lute 
and praise the Buddha, three thousand universes were shaken; even Mahakasyapa was uncomfortable on 
his seat.85- How could such individuals be unable to obtain thePath? 

When the asurarajas and the nagarajas come to the Buddha to question him about the profound Dharma 
(gambhiradharma ), the Buddha is flexible to their questions and answers their queries on the profound 
meaning ( gambhfrartha ). How can you say that they are unable to obtain the Path? 

Question. - Of the five destinies (pancagati ), the Buddha, teacher of gods and men (sdstd 
devamanusyanam), does not include the three bad destinies ( durgati ). As they have no merit and do not 
participate in the Path, the nagas all fall into the bad destinies. 

Answer. - The Buddha never spoke explicitly about the five destinies. The five destinies are an invention 
of the school of the Chou yi ts'ie Teoz/853(s arV astivada), but the school of the P'o ts'o fou tou lou 
(Vatsiputriya) accepts the existence of six destinies. 

Moreover, there must be six destinies. Why? Because the three bad destinies are exclusively ( ekdntena ) 
places of punishment (pdpasthdna). But if the merits are many and the sins ( dpatti ) are rare, as is the case 
for the asuras, gandharvas, etc., the place of birth ( upapattisthdna ) should be different. This is why six 
destinies must be posited. 

Finally, even in the three bad destinies, there are beings who obtain the Path; but, as their merits are rare, 
[in general] we say that they do not possess the Path. 

As for the expression 'bodhisattva before acceding to the state of Buddhahood', see what has previously 
been said. 


852 The Mpps will return twice to this episode: k. 11, p. 139b, and k. 17, p. 188b: "When Drama, king of the kimnaras, 
along with 84,000 kimnaras, came to the Buddha to play the lute, sing verses and pay homage to the Buddha, Sumeru, 
king of mountains, all the trees on the mountain, the people and animals, all began to dance. The assembly surrounding 
the Buddha, including Mahakasyapa, could not sit still on their seats. Then the bodhisattva T'ien siu asked the ayusmat 
Mahakasyapa: Old man, previously you were foremost among those who observed the twelve dhutas: why do you not sit 
still on your seat? - Mahakasyapa answerd: “The five desires of the threefold world do not shake me, but the abhijha of 
the bodhisattva [Drama], by virtue of the fruit of retribution of the qualities (gunavipdkabaldt ), put me in such a state that 
I can no longer stay quiet." - This episode is taken from the Dramakimnararaja-paripriccha, T 624, k. 1, p. 351c; T 625, k. 
l,p. 371a. 

853 The orc i er 0 f the words should be corrected; I [Lamotte] read: wou tao tcho che chouyi ts'ie yeoupou seng so chou. 
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INTRODUCTION 


In Volume II, the reader will find an attempted translation of chapters XVI to XXX of the 
MahaprajnaparamitasaOtra. These fifteen chapters, which make up a consistent whole, comment at great 
length on a short paragraph of the Prajnaparamitasutra (Pancavimsati, p. 17-18; Satasahasrika, p. 55-56), 
of which the following is a translation: 

“Then the Blessed One addressed the venerable Sariputra: ‘O Sariputra, the Bodhisattva-mahasattva who 
wishes to know all dharmas in all their aspects completely should exert himself in the Prajnaparamita.’ 
Then the venerable Sariputra asked the Blessed One: ‘O Blessed One, how should the Bodhisattva- 
mahasattva who wishes to know all dharmas in all their aspects exert himself in the Prajnaparamita?’ At 
these words, the Blessed One said to the venerable Sariputra: ‘The Bodhisattva-mahasattva who abides in 
the Prajnaparamita by the method of non-abiding should fulfill the virtue of generosity by the method of 
refraining, by abstaining from distinguishing the thing given, the donor and the recipient; he should fulfill 
the virtue of morality by being based on the non-existence of evil deeds and their contrary; he should fulfill 
the virtue of patience by being based on non-agitation [of the mind]; he should fulfill the virtue of exertion 
by being based on the non-slackening of physical and mental energy; he should fulfill the virtue of rapture 
by being based on the non-existence of distraction and rapture; he should fulfill the virtue of wisdom by 
being based on the non-existence of good and bad knowledges ( variant', by not adhering to any system).” 1 

The main interlocutors of the Buddha in the Prajnaparamitasutra are Sariputra and Subhuti; chapter XVI of 
the Treatise is dedicated to their story: it contains a detailed biography of Sariputra and a short note on 
Subhuti (p. 634F). But it may seem strange that the Prajnaparamitasutra, which belongs to the literature of 
the Greater Vehicle, should be preached, not by the bodhisattvas affiliated with the Mahayana, but by 
sravakas, adepts of the Lesser Vehicle. The reason for this is simple, as the Treatise explains (p. 636F): the 
bodhisattvas, called upon to dwell among beings whose conversion is their mission, have not entirely 
eliminated their passions and do not enjoy indisputable authority among men; if they were responsible for 
teaching the Prajna, their word could be open to doubt. On the contrary, sravakas like Sariputra and Subhuti 
who have attained arhathood and destroyed every impurity ( ksmdsrava ) are assured of an unequalled 
prestige and their testimony cannot be disputed: therefore it is to them that the Buddha entrusted the task of 


1 Tatra khalu Bhagavan ayusmantam Sdriputram dmantraydm asa: Sarvdkdram Sariputra sarvddharmdn 
abhisamboddhukamena bodhisattvena mahasattvena prajndpdramitaydm yogah karamyah. Evam ukta ayusmdn 
Sdriputro Bhagavantam etad avocat: Katham Bhagavan bodhisattvena mahasattvena sarvdkdram sarvadharman 
abhisamboddhukamena prajndpdramitaydm yogah karamyah. Evam ukte Bhagavan ayusmantam Sdriputram etad 
avocat: Iha Sdripuitra bodhisattvena mahasattvena prajndpdramitaydm sthitvasthdnayogena ddnapdramita 
parpurayitavyaparityagayogena deyaddyakapratigrdhakdnupalabdhitdm upadaya, silapdramita 

paripurayitavydpattyanapattyanadhydpattitdm upadaya, ksantipciramitci paripurayitavyaksobhanatdm upadaya, 
vuyapdramita paripurayitvaya kdyikacaitasikavirydsramsasnatdm upadaya, dhyanapdramitd 

paripurayitavydndsvddanatam upadaya, prajnaparamita paripurayitavya prajhadausprajndnupalabdhitdm (variant: 
sarvadharmanabhinivesam) upadaya. 
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preaching the Prajna. Among all the sravakas, the Buddhas chose Sariputra and Subhuti who excelled over 
all the others, the first by the extent of his wisdom, the second by his acute vision of universal emptiness. 

The religious ideal of the sravaka is the destruction of the passions, the arrival at arhathood and the 
attainment of nirvana; to this end, he practices the Noble Path in its threefold aspect: morality (slid) which 
keeps him from any wrong-doing, concentration ( samddhi ) which purifies his mind, wisdom {prajna ) by 
means of which he understands the general characteristics ( samanyalaksana ) of dharmas, impermanence, 
suffering, emptiness and lack of self. The practice of the virtues occupies only a subsidiary place in the 
career of the sravaka; his excellent qualities are, however, contaminated at the base by the essentially 
individualistic and egocentric character of his effort. The religious ideal of the bodhisattva is quite 
different: renouncing entry into nirvana for the moment, he seeks to obtain the supreme and perfect 
enlightenment ( anuttarasamyaksambodhi ) which characterizes the Buddhas, to conquer the knowledge of 
all things in all their aspects (sarvadharmanam sarvdkdrajndnam), knowledge that permits him to dedicate 
himself entirely to the benefit and welfare of all creatures. In order to attain this omniscience, the 
bodhisattva must exert himself throughout his career in the six perfect virtues (paramita) which liken him 
to the Buddha. Among the heretics and sravakas, the practice of the natural virtues is marred by errors and 
egotism; among the bodhisattvas, on the other hand, the practice of the virtues attains perfection because it 
is disinterested and based on Prajnaparamita. 

Chapter XVII explains what this Prajnaparamita means and how to use it. The Prajnaparamita is not an 
entity of metaphysical order, an absolute existent to which one could become attached; rather, it is a state of 
mind, a mental turning of mind which assures a radical neutrality to the person who adopts it. Transcending 
the categories of existence and non-existence, lacking any characteristic, the Prajnaparamita can be neither 
affirmed nor denied: it is faultless excellence. The bodhisattva adheres to it by not grasping it or, to use the 
time-honored expression, “he adheres to it by not adhering to it" (tistaty asthdnayogena). Confident in this 
point of view which is equally distant from affirmation and negation, he suspends judgment on everything 
and says nothing whatsoever. Practiced in this spirit, the virtues which, among the religious heretics and 
sravakas, are of ordinary and mundane ( laukika ) order, become supramundane perfections 
{lokottarapdramitd) in the bodhisattva. Besides, since the bodhisattva refuses to conceive of the said virtues 
and to establish distinctions amongst them, to practice one paramita is to practice them all; not to practice 
them is also to practice them. 

However, as the bodhisattva resides of choice in the world where he daily rubs shoulders with beings 
intoxicated by the three poisons of passion, hatred and ignorance, it is important to explain to people what 
distinguishes the paramitas from the profane virtues. This is the subject of chapters XVIII to XXX. 

Chapter XVIII-XX. - Generosity (ddina). for which great rewards are promised, consists of giving, in a 
spirit of faith, a material object or a spiritual advice to ‘a field of merit’, i.e., to a beneficiary worthy of 
receiving it. The paramita of generosity makes no distinction between donor, recipient and gift because, 
from the point of view of the Prajna, there is no person to give or to receive, there is nothing that is given. 
To understand that is “to give everything at all times and in every way.” 
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Chapters XXI-XXIII. - Morality (sfla) makes one avoid the wrong-doings of body and speech that are 
capable of harming others. Apart from the general morality making up the rules of innate honesty essential 
to everyone, it is appropriate to distinguish the morality of commitment by means of which lay people and 
monastics of all classes solemnly undertake to follow a certain number of rules proper to their condition. 
The paramita of morality singularly surpasses this restricted framework: is it based on the non-existence of 
wrong-doing and its opposite. The sinner not existing, the sin does not exist either; in the absence of all 
sins, the prohibitions forbidding it have no meaning. The sinner does not incur our contempt; the saint has 
no right to our esteem. 

Chapters XXIV-XXV. - Although early Buddhism condemned anger, it did not attach great importance to 
patience ( ksdnti ). On the other hand, the bodhisattva raises it to the rank of paramita. Nothing moves him, 
neither people nor things: he keeps a cool indifference towards the people who flatter him, the benefactors 
who cover him with their gifts, the women who seek to seduce him, the enemies who persecute him. He 
endures with equal facility the external sufferings caused by cold or heat, wind or rain, and the internal 
sufferings coming from old age, sickness and death. It is the same insofar as his own passions are 
concerned: although he does not give himself up to them unreservedly, he avoids cutting them so as not to 
be hemmed in like an arhat in an egotistic complete quietude; whatever the case, his mind stays open to 
movements of great pity and great compassion. But it is by means of dharmaksanti that he attains the 
pinnacle of patience: he tirelessly investigates the Buddhadharma which teaches him not to adopt any 
definite philosophical position, which shows him universal emptiness but forbids him to conceptualize it. 

Chapter XXVI-XXVII. - Throughout the entire Buddhist Path, the adept of the Lesser Vehicle displays a 
growing exertion ( vfrya ) in order to ensure himself the conquest of the ‘good dharmas’ or, if you wish, 
spiritual benefits. But the bodhisattva is much less preoccupied with the paths of salvation; in his paramita 
of exertion, he ceaselessly travels the world of transmigration in order to bring help to beings plunged in 
the unfortunate destinies. As long as he has not assured the safety of an infinite number of unfortunate 
beings, he will never relax his bodily and mental exertion. 

Chapter XXVIII. - For the purification of the mind, the sravaka had built up a discipline of rapture 
( dhydna ), a grandiose but complicated monument of religious psychology in which India excelled. The de¬ 
intoxication of the mind is a long-winded job: the candidate for sainthood must resolutely turn away from 
the five sense pleasures and triumph over the five faults which constitute an obstacle to concentrating the 
mind by means of an appropriate method. Then he must ascend one after the other the nine successive 
absorptions (: navdnupurvasamapatti ) which lead to the destruction of consciousness and sensation 
( samjndvedayitanirodha ), a state which constitutes nirvana on earth. In addition, a large number of 
secondary absorptions become grafted onto these main concentrations. In the paramita of dhyana, the 
bodhisattva manifests a virtuosity much superior to that of the sravaka; he enters at will and whenever he 
wishes into the concentration of his choice, but his complete disinterestedness prevents him from enjoying 
its flavor. The principal aim of his mental form of asceticism is to introduce ignorant and unfortunate 
beings to the purity of mystical states. Personally, he is disinterested because, from the point of view of the 
Prajna, distraction and concentration of the mind are equal; the sole motive that guides him is his great pity 
and great compassion for beings. 
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Chapter XXIX-XXX. - Religious heretics, sravakas and pratyekabuddhas all boast of possessing wisdom 
and they actually hold bits and pieces of it, but their wisdoms contradict one another and their partisans 
accuse one another of madness. If the wisdom of the sravakas and the pratyekabuddhas has an advantage 
over that of the heretics - the advantage of being free of false views - nevertheless it has the error of 
defining the general characteristics of dharmas and thus laying itself open to debate and criticism. In his 
Prajnaparamita, the bodhisattva knows these wisdoms fully but adopts none of them; his own wisdom is the 
knowledge of the true nature of dharmas which is indestructible, unchangeable and uncreated. Seen from 
this angle, the dharmas are revealed as unborn ( anutpanna ), unceasing ( aniruddha ), like nirvana; or more 
precisely, they do not appear at all. Not seeing any dharma, the bodhisattva thinks nothing of them and says 
nothing of them. Not recognizing any evidence, not adopting any system, he makes no distinction between 
truth and falsehood; he does not debate with anyone. The Buddha’s teaching presents no obstacle, no 
difficulty, to the bodhisattva. And yet, what forms this teaching has taken over the course of time! The 
Abhidharma sets out to define the dharmas and to specify their characteristics; the teaching on emptiness 
insists on the inconsistency of the atman and dharmas; the Pitaka defends a point of view sometimes 
realistic and sometimes nihilistic. Pursued into successive retrenchments, the sravaka no longer knows what 
to believe and goes from one contradiction to another. Penetrating deeply into the threefold teaching of the 
Pitaka, the Abhidharma and emptiness, the bodhisattva, free of opinions ( abhinivesa ), knows that the 
Buddha’s word never contradicts itself. Cognizing the identical and multiple characteristics of all dharmas, 
he confronts them with the emptiness of their self nature, but this very emptiness he refuses to consider. In 
order to acquire this Prajnaparamita, the bodhisattva is not bound to any practice. The noble practice 
consists of practicing all the paramitas together or separately, provided that this is done with a detached 
mind; better yet, the noble practice is the absence of any practice, for to acquire the Prajnaparamita is to 
acquire nothing. 




This brief summary far from exhausts the doctrinal and religious wealth contained in this second volume, 
but that would go beyond the framework of this introduction which merely summarizes it. It is sufficient to 
draw the reader’s attention to several particularly interesting passages: the attempts to define the 
Prajnaparamita (p. 650-656F), a well-conducted refutation of the realist doctrine (p. 724-733F) and of the 
personalist doctrine (p. 734-750F), a comparison of the different prajnas of the sravaka, the 
pratyekabuddha, the bodhisattva and the heretics (p. 1066-1074F), a very thorough analysis of the threefold 
teaching of the Buddhadharma (p. 1074-1095F), a detailed description of the transmigratory world and, in 
particular, the Buddhist hells (p. 952-968F). 
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Although the Treatise comes under the literature of the Greater Vehicle, the reader will see all the major 
individuals of early Buddhism pass in front of him. In unedited detail, the Treatise tells the twofold assault 
against Sakyamuni by Mara and his daughters (p. 880-884F); 986-987F), the return of the Buddha to 
Kapilavastu and the efforts of Yasodhara to win him back (p. 1001-1008F), the Devavatara and the 
culmination at Samkasya (p. 634-636F), the schism of Kausamb! (p. 896-898F) and the various attempts 
perpetrated by Devadatta to supplant the Buddha and to take his life (p. 868-878F). The Treatise dedicates a 
whole chapter to the story of Sariputra and Maudgalyayana (p. 621-633F); it tells the slander of which 
these two great disciples were the victims on the part of Kokalika (p. 806-813F); it gives the reasons that 
determined Sariputra to renounce the Greater Vehicle (p. 70IF). It narrates several episodes marking the 
life of the disciples and contemporaries of Sakyamuni; the temptation of Animddha by the goddesses of 
charming body (p. 651-653F), the involuntary dance of Kasyapa (p. 654F, 1046-1047F), the ostentatious 
charity of Velama (p. 677-688F), the punishment of Devadatta and Udraka (p. 693-694F), Rahula’s lies (p. 
813-815F), the trickery of the nun Utpalavarna, the strange propaganda she carried out for the order of 
bhiksunls and her cruel death (p. 634F, 844-846F, 875F; the inquisitive and futile questions of 
Malunkyaputra (p. 913-915F0, the fabulous wealth of Mendaka and of king Mandhatar (p. 930-93 IF), the 
misadventures of the arhat Losaka-tisya (p. 931-932F), the laziness and frivolousness of the bhiksu Asvaka 
and Punarvasuka (p. 93 7F), the visit of king Bimbisara to the courtesan Amrapall (p. 990-992F), the cruelty 
of king Udayana towards the five hundred rsis (p. 993F), the punishment incurred by Udraka Ramaputra, 
immoderately attached to his absorption (p. 1050-1052F), the anxieties of the Sakya Mahanaman (p. 1082- 
1083F), the humiliating defeat of the brahmacarin Vivadabala reduced to silence by the Buddha (p. 1084- 
1090F), the entry into the religious life of the brahmacarin Mrgasiras (p. 1085-1088). By contrast, the 
present volume is strangely reticent on the lofty individuals of the Mahayana: it mentions only in passing 
the name of the bodhisattvas Sarvasattvapriyadarsana (p. 75 IF), Manjusn (p. 754, 903F), Vajrapani (p. 
882F), Vimalaklrti (p. 902, 1044F), Dharmasthiti (p. 902F) and Maitreya (p. 930F); it is to the latter and to 
Manjusn that it attributes, without firmly believing it, the compilation of the Mahayanasutras (p. 940F). 




The Treatise cites, at length or in extracts, about a hundred sutras of the Lesser Vehicle; the majority are 
borrowed from the Agama collections; when the Sanskrit version departs from the Pali version, it is always 
the former that is adopted; furthermore, the Treatise often refers to unknown Pali sutras, such as the 
Nandikasutra (p. 792-793F, 798F, 803F, 815-816F, 817-818F) and the sutra on Cosmogony (p. 835-837F). 
Several sutras are cited in the elaborated form which they have received in the post-canonical scriptures: 
this is notably the case for the Velamasutra (p. 677-688F) taken from a certain Avadanasutra, for the 
Asivisopamasutra (p. 702-707F) taken from the Ta pan nie p’an king (see note, p. 705F), and for the 
Kosambaka (p. 896-898F), probably borrowed from the versified account in the Ta tchouang yen louen 
king. 
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Although it abundantly cites the sutras of the Lesser Vehicle, the Treatise occasionally calls upon the 
Mahayanasiitras of which it is the interpreter. We will note only a loan from the SaddharmapundarTka (p. 
752F), two quotations from the Vimalaklrtinirdesasutra (p. 902, 1044F) and a few vague references to the 
Pancavimsati (p. 1060F, 109IF, 1112F). However, the Treatise reproduces fully (p. 1060-1065F) the well- 
known Prajnaparamitastotra of Rahulabhadra, teacher or disciple of Nagarjuna. As P. Demieville has noted, 
the original Sanskrit of this stotra is reproduced at the head of many manuscripts of the Prajna. Otherwise, 
the author of the Treatise is by no means sectarian: he understands that many fragments of truth may be 
found outside works properly Buddhist; free of contradicting them, he does not hesitate to cite the 
Upanisads (p. 744F, 1073F) and other sutras of the heretics (p. 1073F). 

In the course of Volume I (see, for example, p. 104F, n. 1), we have noted that the Treatise uses the 
Sarvastivadin and Miilasarvastivadin Vinayas in preference over all the others. The present volume has 
frequent recourse to the second; it borrows from it the essence of the teachings on Sariputra (p. 621-633F), 
Devadatta (p. 868-878F) and Yasodhara (p. 1001-1012F). On the other hand, the author of the Treatise 
undoubtedly has never had the Pali Vinaya in his own hands. 

This volume also contains a good sixty jatakas, avadanas, fables and apologues. The author has drawn 
heavily from collections such as the Kalpanamanditika, the Asokavadana, the Vibhasa, the Tsa p’i yu king, 
the Tchong king, etc. Although most of these stories are already familiar to us from the works of 
Chavannes, the version of the Treatise claims the reader’s attention by means of important variants. Among 
the tales which, under various titles, are most interesting, we may mention the story of the painter of 
Puskaravatl (p. 672-675F), the Velamavadana (p. 678-688F), the Tittiryitam brahmacariyam (p. 718-72IF), 
the successive lives of Mahatyagavat (p. 755-762F), the Utpalavarnajataka (p. 844-846F), the jataka of the 
flayed Naga (p. 853-855F), the ruse of the Kasmir arhat (p. 879F) and the story of the impostor brahmcarin 
confounded by the bodhisattva (p. 980-981F). 




To facilitate references, the pagination of Volume I has been continued here. The division into chapters 
adopted by KumarajTva in his Chinese translation has been retained despite their arbitrary nature. To keep 
track of the content of the chapters, the reader is advised to refer to the table of contents. 

The present volume has been greatly benefited by help and support which, as a result of circumstances, was 
cruelly missing from the previous volume. New tools of research have been used; the list may be found in 
the supplement to the abbreviations. P. Demieville has been kind enough to review several passages that 
gave me difficulty and has given me precious references; my colleagues, Professor A. Monin and J. 
Mogenet, have corrected the proofs; the Fondation Universitaire of Belgium has generously continued its 
financial support. To all my devoted friends I give my deepest thanks. 


Louvain, 25 January, 1949. 


Et. Lamotte. 
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SUPPLEMENT TO ABBREVIATIONS VOL. II 


AKANUMA = C. AKANUMA, Dictionnaire des noms propres du bouddhisme indien, Nagoya, 1931. 

Ancient India = Ancient India, Bulletin of the Archaeological Survey of India, Calcutta, from 1946. 

Arthaviniscaya = Arthaviniscaya, ed. A. FERRARI (Atti d. Reale Accademia d'ltalia, Vol. IV, fasc. 13, p. 
535-625), Roma, 1944. 

BACOT, Documents de Touen-Houang= J. BACOT, F. W. THOMAS, C. TOUSSAINT, 

Documents de Touen-Houang relatifs d I'Histoire du Tibet (AMG, T. LI), Paris, 1940-46. 

BARUA, Barhut = B. BARUA, Barhut, 2 vol. (Fine Art Series No 1-2), Calcutta, 1934. 

BARUA, Gaya = B. BARUA, Gaya and Buddha-Gayd (Indian History Series, no. 1), Calcutta, 1934. 

Bhiksunrkarmavacana = A fragment of the Sanskrit Vinaya (Bhiksunikarma-Vacana) ed. by C. M. 
RIDDING and L. de LA VALLEE POUSSIN, BSOS, I, 1920, p. 123-143. 


CODRINGTON, Hist, of Ceylon = H. W. CODRINGTON, A Short History of Ceylon, rev. ed., London, 
1947. 

COEDES, fiats hindouises = G. COEDES, Histoire ancienne des Etats hindouises d’Extrlme-Orient, 
Hanoi, 1944. [See id., Les Etats hindouises d'lndochine et d'lndonesie (Histoire du Monde, T. VIII 2), Paris, 
1948], 

GUMMING, India's Past = Revealing India's Past. A Co-operative Record of Archaeological 
Conservation and Exploration in India and Beyond, ed. By Sir J. GUMMING, London. 1939. 

Dasakus. = Dasakusalakarmapathah, in S. Levi, Autour d'Asvaghosa, JA, Oct.-Dec. 1929, p. 268-871. 

Dharmasamuccaya = Dharmasamuccaya, Compendium de la Loi, ed. by LIN LI-KOUANG (Publ. du 
Musee Guimet, T. LIII), Paris, 1946. 

DUTT, Mon. Buddhism = N. DUTT, Early Monastic Buddhism, 2 vol. (Calcutta Or. Series, no. 30), 
Calcutta. 1941-45. 

ELIADE, Techniques du Yoga = M. ELIADE, Techniques du Yoga, Paris, 1948. 

FATONE, Budismo Nihilista = V. FATONE, El Budismo « Nihilista» (Biblioteca Humanidades, T. 
XXVIII), La Plata, 1941. 

FILLIOZAT, Magie et Medecine = J. FILLIOZAT, Magie et Medecine (Mythes et Religions), Paris, 1943. 


FILLIOZAT, Textes koutcheens = J. FILLIOZAT, Fragments de textes koutcheens de Medecine et de 
Magie, Paris, 1948. 
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FOUCHER, La route de I'lnde = A. FOUCHF.R. La vieille route de I'lnde de Bactres a Taxila, 2 vol. 
(Mem. de la Delegation arch, ffan?, en Afghanistan, T. I), Paris, 1942-47. 

FRENCF1, Art pdla = J. C. FRENCF1, The Art of the Pal Empire of Bengal, Oxford, 1928. 

GF1IRSF1MAN, Begram = E. GFIIRSF1MAN, Begram. Recherches archeologiques et historiques sur les 
Kouchans (Mem. d. 1. Delegation arch, fran?, en Afghanistan, T. XII), Cairo, 1946. 

Gilgit Manuscripts = Gilgit Manuscripts ed. by N. DUTT, vol. I, II, III (part 2 and 3), Srinagar, 1939-43. 

GLASENAPP, Indische Welt = H. v. GLASENAPP, Die indische Welt, Baden-Baden, 1948. 


GLASENAPP, Weisheit d. Buddha = H. v. GLASENAPP, Die Weisheit des Buddha, Baden-Baden, 1946. 

HOFINGER, Concile de Vaisali, = M. HOFINGEB, Etude sur le concile de Vaisali (Bibl. du Museon, vol. 
20), Louvain, 1946. 


India Antiqua = India Antiqua. A volume of Oriental Studies presented to J. PH. VOGEL, Leyden, 1947. 


JENNINGS, Vedantic Buddhism = J. G. JENNINGS, The Pedantic Buddhism of the Buddha, London, 
1947. 


KONOW, CII II = Corpus Inscriptionum lndicarum, vol. II, part. 1, ed. By STEN KONOW, Calcutta, 
1929. 

Kosakarika = The text of the Abidharmakosakdrikd of Vasubandhu, ed. By V. V. GOKHALE. Reprint 
from the Journ. of the Bombay Branch, RAS, N. S., vol. 22, 1946, p. 73-102. [edition of the manuscript of 
the Abhidharma- 

kosakarika discovered in 1935 in the Tibetan monastery ofNgorby RAHULA SAMKRTYAYANA] . 
KROM, Life ofBuddha = N. J. KROM, The Life of Buddha on the Stupa of Barabudur, The Hague, 1926. 


LAW, India in Early Texts = B. C. LAW, India as described in Early Texts of Buddhism and Jainism, 
London, 1941. 

LAW, Magadhas = B. C. LAW, The Magadhas in Ancient India (RAS Monographs, Vol. XXIV), London, 
1946. 


LAW, Panchalas = B. C. LAW, Panchalas and their Capital Ahichchatra (MASI, no. 67), Delhi, 1942. 

LAW, Rdjagrha = B. C. LAW, Rdjagriha in Ancient Literature (MASI, No 58), Delhi, 1938. 

LAW, Sravasu = B. C. LAW, Srdvastf in Indian Literature (MASI, No 50), Delhi, 1935. 

LONGHURST, Ndgdrjunakonda = A. H. LONGHURST, The Buddhist Antiquities of Ndgdrjunaconda 
(MASI, no. 54), Delhi, 1938. 
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MAJUMDAR, Advanced Hist, of India = R. C. MAJUMDAR, H. C. RAY CH AUDHURI, K. DATTA, 
Advanced Histoiy of India, London, 1946. 

MAJUMDAR, Guide to Sarnath = B. MAJUMDAR, A Guide to Sarnath, Delhi, 1937. 

MARSHALL, Guide to Sanchi = Sir J. MARSHALL, A Guide to Sanchi, sec. ed., Delhi, 1936. 

MARSHALL, Guide to Taxila = Sir J. MARSHALL, A Guide to Taxila, 3th ed., Delhi, 1936. 

MARHALL-FOUCHER, Mon. of Sanchi = Sir J. MARSHALL, A. FOUCHER, Monuments of Sanchi, 3 
vol., Delhi, no date (1938?). 

MASC = Memoirs of the Archaeological Survey of Ceylon, Colombo, from 1924. 

MENDIS, Early Hist, of Ceylon = G. C. MENDIS, The Early Histoiy of Ceylon, 7th ed., Calcutta, 1946. 
Oriental Art = Oriental Art, London, from 1948. 

P. P. hrdaya = E. CONZE, Text, Sources and Bibliography of the Prajhdparamitdhrdaya., JRAS, 1948, p. 
38-51. 

P. P. pindartha = G. TUCCI, Minor Sanskrit Texts on the Prajhdpdramitd, I. Prajhapdramitd-pinddrtha, 
JRAS, 1947, p. 53-75. 

Paramitasamasa = A. FERRARI, II Compendio delle Perfezioni di Aryasura (Annali Lateranensi, vol. X), 
Citta del Vaticano, 1946. 

RAMACHANDRAN, Sculptures from Goli = T. N. RAMACHANDRAN, Buddhist Sculptures from a 
Stupa near Goli Village, Guntur District (Bull, of the Madras Govern. Museum, vol. I), Madras, 1929. 

RAY, Mauiya and Suhga Art = N. R. RAY, Mauiya and Suhga Art, Calcutta, 1945. 

SASTRI, Ndlanda = H. SASTRI, Ndlanda and its Epigraphic Material (MASI, no. 66), Delhi. 1942. 

SIVARAMAMURTI, Amardvati = C. SIVARAMAMURTI, Amaravati Sculptures in the Madras 
Government Museum (Bull, of the Madras Govern. Museum, vol. IV), Madras, 1942. 

Suvarnaprabhasa tib. = Suvarnaprabhdsottamasutra, Die tibetischen Ubersetzungen hrsg. von J. NOBEL, 
Leiden-Stuttgart, 1944. 

TAKAKUSU, Buddhist Philosophy = J. TAKAKUSU, The Essentials of Buddhist Philosophy, Honolulu, 
1947. 

THOMAS, Tib. lit. Texts = F. W. THOMAS, Tibetan literary Texts and Documents concerning Chinese 
Turkestan, Part I (Or. transl. Fund, vol. XXXII), London, 1935. 


Traite, I = Vol. I of the present work. 

VOGEL, Buddh. Art = J. PH. VOGEL, Buddhist Art in India, Ceylon and Java, Oxford, 1936, 

WALDSCHM1DT, Lebensende des B. = E. WALDSCHMIDT, Die Uberlieferung vom Lebensende des 
Buddha, 2 Teile (Abhandl. d. Akad. d. Wissens. in Gottingen, Dritte Folge, no. 30), Gottingen, 1944-48. 


WINSTEDT, Indian Art = SIR B. WINSTEDT, Indian Art. Essays by H. G. Rawlinson, K de B. 
Codrington, J. V. S. Wilkinson and John Irwin. London, 1947. 
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CHAPTER XVI: THE STORY OF SARIPUTRA 


Sutra'. The Buddha said to Sariputra ( Tatra khalu Bhagavan ayusmanatam Sariputram amantrayam as a). 

Sdstra: Question. - The Prajnaparamita is the system ( dharma ) of the bodhisattva-mahasattvas. Why does 
the Buddha address himself here to Sariputra and not to the bodhisattvas? 

Answer. - Of all the disciples of the Buddha, Sariputra is by far the foremost in wisdom {prajna). A stanza 
of the Buddha says: 

“Except for the Buddha Bhagavat, the knowledge ( jnana ) of all beings would not equal a sixteenth part 
compared with the wisdom {prajna ) and learning ( bahusruta) of Sariputra,” 2 3 


I. SARIPUTRA AT THE FESTIVAL OF GIRYAGRAMASAJA 4 5 ( P 621F) 


Furthermore, by his wisdom {prajna) and his learning {bahusruta), Sariputra possessed great qualities 
(guna ). In his youth, at the age of eight, he recited the eighteen kinds of sacred books and understood the 
meaning of all the treatises. At that time, there were two naga-kings {ndgardja) at Mo k’ie t’o (Magadha): 
the first was called Ki li (Giri) and the second A k’ie lo (Agra)." They brought the rain at the proper time 
and the country did not experience the years of famine. The people were grateful to them and regularly, in 
the [second] month of spring {caitra), they went in a crowd to the nagas to hold a great festival 
{mahdsamaja): they played music {vddya) and palavered the whole day. From early times up until today, 


2 Cf. Anguttara, I, p. 23 (= Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 3, p. 557b): etad aggam bhikkhave mama savakdnam 
bhikkhunam mahdpanndm yadidam Sariputto. 

3 Cf. Divyavadana, p. 394: 

Sarvalokasya yd prajna sthapayitvd Tathdgatam, 

Sdriputrasya prajndya kaldm narhati sodasTm. 

4 In this paragraph, the Mpps regards Sariputra as a child prodigy; but according to other sources, Sariputra was 
much older when he was present at the Giryagrasamaja; moreover, he was accompanied by his friend 
Maudgalyayana (Kolita). During this festival, the two friends exchanged disenchanted thoughts on the worthlessness 
of human pleasures and decided with one mind to leave the world and embrace the religious life: cf. Mahavastu, III, 
p. 57-59; Dhammapadattha, I, p. 89-90 (tr. Burlingame, Buddhist Legends, I, p. 198-199; Fo pen hing tai king, T 
190, k. 48, p. 874a-c (tr. Beal, Romantic Legend, p. 325-327); Mulasarv. Vinaya in T 1444, k. 1, p. 1024 a-b, and 
Rockhill, Life, p. 44-45. 

5 Misled by the Fan fan yu, T 2130, k. 7, p. 1030b, Akanuma (p. 321a, 7b) restores Ki li as Krimi and A k’ie lo as 
Agala. But it clearly concerns the nagas Giri and Agra whose conversion and adventures are told in Ken pen chouo... 
yao che, T 1448, k. 4, p. 17a seq. In this translation Yi tsing renders Giri as Chan (46) “Mountain”, and Agra as 
Miao (38 and 6) “Admirable”. 
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this assembly was never missed and to this reunion was given the same name as that of the nagas [namely, 
giryagrasamdja]. 6 

On that day, it was customary to set up four high seats ( brst ), the first for the king, the second for the crown 
prince ( kumdra ), the third for the prime minister ( mahdmdtya ) and the fourth for the scholar ( vddin ). One 
day, Sariputra, who was eight years of age, asked the crowd for whom were the high seats set up. They 
answered that they were for the king, the crown prince, the prime minister and the scholar. Then Sariputra 
reviewed (parfksate ) the people of his time [and saw] that, among the brahmins, etc., nobody surpassed him 
in intelligence (, abhijnd ), charm (prasdda ) and beauty of appearance; he therefore mounted the seat of the 
scholar and sat there cross-legged ( paryankam baddhvd). The people were astounded; some said: ”He is a 
young fool who does not know anything”; others said: “The measure of his wisdom surpasses that of men”. 
While admiring his bravery, everyone felt uneasy and, out of regard for his young age, abstained from 
debating with him. Then they sent their young students to engage him in conversation and question him: 
Sariputra’s answers were perfect and his arguments conclusive, The scholars cried out at this wonder 
(i adbhuta ): “Fools [136b] and wise men, great and small, he confounds ( abhibhavati ) them all.” The king 
quite happily conferred on him a command, the revenue of a village {grama) 1 which was ceded to him in 
perpetuity. The king, mounted on an elephant, rang a bell ( ghantd) and proclaimed [the news] everywhere; 
and in the six great cities of the sixteen great countries (janapada ), there was nobody who did not 
congratulate him. 

II. SARIPUTRA AND MAUDGALYAYANA AT SANJAYA 8 ( P . 623F) 


According to this explanation, Giryagrasamaja would mean Festival in honor of the Nagas Giri and Agra: again, a 
false etymology has given rise to a myth. In reality, Giryagrasamaja ( giriyagrasamaja in Mahavastu, III, p. 57; 
girivalgusamdgama in Avadanasataka, II, p. 24; giraggasamajja in Vin. II, p. 107, 150; IV, p. 85, 267; Jataka, III, p. 
538; Dhammapadattha, I, p. 89) means simply a festival reunion on the summit of the mountain. Buddhaghosa was 
not deceived by it and correctly explains: Giriggasamjjo ti girimhi ciggcisamajjo girissa va aggadese samajjo. On the 
nature of this festival, see E. Hardy in Album Ken:, p. 61-66. It was a great seasonal festival (Ta tsie houei ) 
celebrated at Rajagrha and in turn (T 1444, k. 1, p. 1024al9) on each of the five great mountains surrounding the 
city (T 190, k. 48, p. 874a). The Mpps tells us that it lasted the entire day and took place ‘in the second month of 
spring”, i.e., the month of Caitra; this indication allows us to correct the reading of the Avadanasataka, II, p. 24, 
girivalgusamdgama to giriphdlgunasamdgama : “reunion [of the month] of Phalguna on the mountain”. Like all 
reunions ( samaja ) of this kind, the festival included spectacles, songs, dancing and music (Mahavastu, III, p. 57; 
Avadanasataka, II, p. 24-25; DIgha, III, p. 183); special seats were reserved for individuals (T 1444, k. 1, p. 1024a). 

7 This is probably the natal village of Sariputra, situated a half-yojana from Rajagrha: it was called Nala or Nalanda 
(Mahavastu, III, p. 56, 1. 6; Fo pen hing tai king, T 190, k. 47, p. 273c; Ken pen chouo... tch’oukia che, T 1444, k. 1, 
p. 1022b; Fa hien, tr. Legge, p. 81); Kdlapinaka (Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 9, p. 924cl4), or also Upatissa 
(Dhammapadattha, I, p. 99). 

8 The conversion of Sariputra (= Upatisya and Maudgalyayana (= Kolita) is well-known in Buddhism; in search of 
the Immortal, the two friends began first at the school of Sanjaya who was not slow in making them his disciples; 
one day on the outskirts of Rajagrha, Sariputra met the bhiksu Asvajit (= Upasena) who taught him one stanza, the 
Buddhist credo : ye dharma hetuprabhavah; converted to this new faith, Sariputra went immediately to find his 
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friend Maudgalyayana and they both went to the Buddha who preached his Dharrna to them and conferred 
ordination on them. - This tale has been the object of a twofold tradition: In the old tradition, Sanjaya is presented in 
an unfavorable light, as an obstinate heretic; in the more recent tradition, to which the Mpps adheres, Sanjaya 
appears as a precursor of the Buddha. 

I. Old Tradition. - Pali sources: Vinaya, I, p. 39-44 (tr. Oldenberg, I, p. 144-151); Apadana, I, p. 24-25; 
Jataka, I, p. 85; Dhammapadattha, I, p. 90-95 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, I, p. 199-202); Suttanipata Comm. I, p. 326 
seq. 

Sanskrit sources: Mahavastu, III, p. 59-65. 

Chinese sources: Wen fen liu, T 1421, k. 16, p. llOb-c; Sseu fen liuT 1428, k. 33, p. 798c-799b; P’ou yao 
king, T 186, k. 8, p. 533c; Ta tchouang yen king, T 187, k. 12, p. 613c; Yin kouo king, T 189, k. 4, p. 652a; Fo pen 
hing tai king, T 190, k. 48, p. 875a seq. (tr. Beal, Romantic Legend, p. 27-331); Fo so hing tsan, T 192, k. 4, p. 33b 
(tr. E. H. Johnston The Buddha’s Mission, Acta Orientalia, XV, 1937, p. 21-23); Fo pen hing king, T 193, k. 4, p. 
81b; Tchong pen k’i king, T 196, k. 1, p. 153b; Ta tai king, T 397, k. 19, p. 129a; Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 9, p. 924c- 
925a (tr. Beal, II, p. 177-179). 

According to various sources, Sanjaya, Sariputra’s and Maudgalyayana’s preceptor, is none other than 
SanjayT Vairatiputra (Mahavastu, III, p. 59, 1. 9), Sanjaya Belatthiputta in Pali, one of the six well-known heretic 
masters. The agnostic doctrines which he professed (cf. DIgha, I, p. 58) connect him closely with the 
Amaravikkhepika, crafty sophists who, in debate, ‘thrash about like eels’ (DIgha, I, p. 27). Sariputra and 
Maudgalyayana soon surpassed their teacher and the latter entrusted some of his disciples to them (Dhammpadattha, 
I, p. 90). Informed about the Buddha by Asvajit, Sariputra and Maudgalyayana decided to embrace the new faith and 
invited their former teacher to follow them; but Sanjaya tried to hold them back (Vin. I, p. 42; Mahavastu, III, p. 63; 
Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, k. 49, p. 877b), or at least refused to accompany them on the pretext that a teacher such 
as he could no longer learn from anyone else (Dhammapadattha, I, p. 94). Finding himself abandoned by Sariputra, 
Maudgalyayana and five hundred other disciples, Sanjaya became sick: ’’hot blood spurted forth from his mouth” 
(unham lohitam mukhato uggacchi: Vi., I, p. 42; Dhammapadattha, I, p. 95). The Fo pen hing tsi king (T 190, k. 48, 
p. 877b) adds that this spitting of blood cost him his life; but according to the Dhammapadattha, I, p. 95, he 
recovered and those of the disciples who had abandoned him returned. Subsequently, he engaged in debate with the 
Buddha (DTvyavadana, p. 145). 

II. More Recent tradition. - It is represented by several late texts, such as the Mpps (k. II, p. 136b-c; k. 40, 
p. 350a; k. 42, p. 368b), the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya (T 1444, k. 2, p. 1026a-c; Rockhill, Life, p. 44-45) and also 
perhaps the Tch’ou fen chouo king, T 498, k. 2, p. 768a-b. Sanjaya, the teacher of S. and M., has nothing in common 
with the heretic of the same name. He did not belong to the clan of the Vairati, but to a wealthy family of the 
Kaundinya (cf. T 1444, k. 2, p. 1026b); far from professing agnostic views, he prepared the paths for Buddhism by 
preaching the religious life, non-harming ( ahitnsa ), celibacy ( brahmacarya ) and nirvana. Gravely ill, Sanjaya is 
cared for with great devotion by S. and M.; in front of them, he maintains that he has found the Path, but he 
announces to them the birth of the Buddha at Kapilavastu, recommends that they join him and enter his order. S. and 
M. conduct a splendid funeral for Sanjaya for they suspect him of having discovered the Holy Dharrna but of having 
held it back for himself. It is then that they take an oath to communicate to each other the secret of the Immortal as 
soon as they have discovered it. It is long after the death of Sanjaya that S. will meet Asvajit, who introduced the 
two friends to the Buddha. 

In summary, in this new tradition, Sanjaya appears as the Buddha’s precursor, and we may wonder if the 
theme of precursor, foreign to early Buddhist hagiography, was not introduced at Kapisa-Gandhara and in Kasmir by 
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the invasions of the Greco-Bactrians, Saka-Pahlava and Yue-tche, with other stories - miracles or parables - which 
were current at the beginning of our era among circles devoted to oriental gnosis. For this subject, see the significant 
writing of Foucher, Art greco-bouddhique, II, p. 561-566. 

Here is the translation of the passage of the Mulasarv. Vin. relating to Sanjaya. It is similar in all details to 
the story of the Mpps. 

Ken pen chouo... tch’ou kia che, T 1444, k. 2, p. 1026 a-c: At that time there was a teacher called Chan che 
yi (Sanjaya). Upatisya (= Sariputra) and Kolita (= Maudgalyayana) went to him and asked: “Where is the master 
resting?” They were told: “The master is in his room.” Hearing this, they had this thought: “We have been here for a 
long time; we have not heard that he is resting.” Then Kolita [and his companion] thought again: “This man is 
resting; we should not wake him suddenly; let us wait near his bed and then we will see him.” Having said that, they 
hid behind a screen. Then Sanjaya woke from his sleep and his senses were calmed ( viprasanendriya ). The two 
friends, seeing him, approached and said: “Sir, do you have the Dharma-eye ( dharmacaksus )? What doctrine do you 
profess? What are your benefits ( visesa )? What brahmic conduct ( brahmacarya ) do you practice? What fruition 
( phala) have you received?” He answered: “This is what I see and this is what I say: Avoid falsehood ( mrsavada ); 
do no harm to beings (sattvesv avihimsa); do not be born ( anutpada ), do not die ( amarana ), do not fall ( apatana ) 
and do not disappear ( anirodha ); be reborn among the two [classes] of Brahmadevas.” The two friends asked him 
the meaning of these words. He answered: “To avoid falsehood is the religious life ( pravrajya ); to do no harm is the 
root ( mula ) of all the dhannas; the place where there is neither birth nor death, neither falling nor disappearance, etc., 
is nirvana; to be reborn among the two [classes] of Brahmas is the brahmic conduct ( brahmacarya) practiced by the 
brahmins: all seek this place.” Having heard these words, the two friends said to him: “O Venerable One, we would 
like to embrace this religious life and practice brahmic conduct.” They entered the religious life under him and at 
once the news spread everywhere that Kolita and [his friend] had entered into religion with Sanjaya. 

One day, Sanjaya, who possessed great wealth ( labha '), had this thought: “I used to belong to the Kiao 
tchou (Kaundinya) family and still today, as a member of this family, I have great wealth. I should not forget these 
two virtuous companions. That would not be good on my part.” Having thought thus, Sanjaya, who had five hundred 
disciples under his direction, gave them to the two friends; each of them received two hundred and fifty pupils and 
they agreed to teach them the doctrine. 

Then Sanjaya became sick. Upatisya said to Kolita: “The master is sick. Would you go and look for 
medicines or do you want to care for him?” Kolita answered: “You have wisdom ( prajha ); you should care for him; 
I will go to find medicines.” Kolita left to look for herbs, roots, stems, flowers, etc.; he gave them to his teacher who 
ate them. But the illness grew worse. 

One day, the master laughed softly. Upatisya said to him: “Great men cannot laugh without reason; but our 
teacher has just laughed; what is the reason?” The master replied: “It is just as you said: I need to laugh. In Kin 
tcheou (Suvamadvlpa), there was a king called Kin tchou (Suvarnapati); he died and was going to be cremated; his 
grieving widow threw herself into the fire. People are fools ( mudha ) and let themselves be led by desire ( kama ). This 
sickness of desire ( ragavyadhi ) causes them to suffer.” Upatisya asked him in what year, what month and what day 
this event had taken place. Sanjaya specified the year, the month, the day and the hour. The two friends took note of 
this revelation. 

Again they asked their teacher: “We have left the world ( pravrajita ) in order to cut transmigration 
( samsara ) and the master has welcomed us. We would like him to tell us if he has succeeded in cutting samsara.” 
Sanjaya answered: “When I left the world, it was for the same purpose as you; but I have obtained nothing. 
However, during the posada of the fifteenth, a group of devas in the sky (akasa) spoke the following prediction: In 
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At that time, the master of the oracles had a son whose name was Kiu liu t’o (Kolita) 9 and the name of the 
family was Ta mou k’ien Hen (Mahamaudgalyayana). Sariputra was his friend. Sariputra was outstanding 
for his talents and his intelligence, Maudgalyayana for his fearlessness and vivacity. These two children 
were equal in talent and wisdom and also in qualities and conduct. [They were inseparable]: when they 
went out, it was together; when they returned, it was together. When they were a little older, they made an 
agreement of eternal friendship. Then, both of them experiencing disgust for the world ( lokasamvega ), they 
left home ( pravrajita ) to practice the Path ( marga ), became disciples of a brahmacarin and diligently 
sought entry into the Path ( margadvdra ). For a long time this had no result. They questioned their teacher, 
Chan cho ye (Sanjaya) by name, who answered: “I myself have spent long years seeking the Path and I do 


the family of the Che (Sakya), a young prince ( kumdra) has been bom. In the region of the Himalaya, there is a river 
called Fen lou (Bhaglrathl); on the bank of this river there is the hennitage of the rsi Kia pi lo (Kapila). Brahmins 
expert in divine signs and omens have predicted that the young prince would become a cakravartin king, but, if he 
leaves the world, he will become a Tathagata, arhat, samyaksambuddha renowned for his ten powers. You should 
enter into the religious life in his order and practice brahmcicarya there. Do not rely on the nobility of your family; 
practice brahmacarya; tame your senses. With him you will find the marvelous fruition and escape samsara.” 
Following this preamble, the teacher spoke this gatha (cf. Sanskrit Udanavarga, I, 22, ed. Chakravarti, p. 4; Nettip. P. 
146; Mahavastu, III, p. 152, 153; Divya, p. 27, 100, 486; JA, Jan-Mar. 1932, p. 29): 

Sarve ksayanta nicayah patanatah samucchrayah, 

samyogd viprayogdtd maranantam hijivitam 

“All that is compounded ends up in destruction; all elevations end up in falling; all unions end up in 
separation; life ends up in death.” 

Shortly afterward, the teacher died and his disciples, having wrapped him with blue ( nila ), yellow (pita), 
red (lohita) and white (avadata) wrappings, carried him into the forest where they proceeded to cremate him. 

One day, a brahmin from Suvarnadvlpa named Kin fa (Suvarnakesa) came to Rajagrha and met Upatisya. 
The latter asked him where he came from and he responded that he came from Suvarnadvlpa. "Have you seen 
something wonderful there?” asked Upatisya. The brahmin answered: “Nothing but this: when king Suvarnadvlpa 
died and was cremated, his mourning widow followed him to the pyre.” Upatisya asked in what year, what month 
and what day [that had happened], and the brahmin replied: “It was such and such a year, such and such a month and 
such and such a day.” Upatisya then examined the secret [which Sanjaya had told him]: the words of the master were 
verified. 

Then Kolita said to Upatisya: “Our teacher had discovered the Holy Dhanna but he held it secret and did 
not reveal it to us. If the teacher had not realized the divine eye ( divyacaksus ) and the divine ear ( divyasrota ), he at 
least knew what was happening in foreign regions.” Kolita then said to himself: “Upatisya is intelligent ( medhavin ) 
and wise ( prajhavat ). He will have found the Holy Dharma with our teacher, but he has not communicated it to me.” 
Having had this thought, he said: “Let us take an oath that the first [of us] who finds the Holy Dhanna will 
communicate it to the other.” Having taken this oath, they left together. At that time, the Bodhisattva was twenty- 
nine years old.... 

9 Kolita is also the name of the village where he was bora (Mahavastu, III, p. 56; Dhammapadattha, I, p. 88); it was 
located a half-yojana from Rajagrha. The reading Kolika is found in the Fo pen hing tai king, T 190, k. 47, p. 874a5; 
and the Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 9, p. 924b 17; Lin yuan “Forest garden” in the Ken pen chouo... tch’ou kia che, T 1444, k. 
l,p. 1023cl8. 
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not even know whether the fruit of the path ( margaphala ) exists or not. I am not the man you need; I have 
found nothing.” One day their master fell ill. Sariputra stood at his head and Maudgalyayana at his feet; the 
teacher gasped for breath and his life reached its end. Suddenly he smiled with pity. The two friends, with 
one accord, asked him why he smiled. The teacher replied: “The customs of the world ( lokasamvrti ) are 
blind and affected by the emotions ( anunaya ). I see that the king of Kin ti (Suvarnabhumi) has just died and 
his main wife has thrown herself on the funeral pyre to join him; but for these two spouses, the retribution 
for actions ( karmavipaka ) is different and the places where they will be reborn (janmasthdna) will be 
different ( visista ).” Then the two disciples put down their teacher’s words in writing in order to verify their 
accuracy [later]. Some time later, when a merchant from Suvarnabhumi came to Magadha, the two friends 
questioned him discretely; the things their teacher had said had actually occurred. 10 They uttered a sigh of 


10 If this story is correct, it proves that the practice of suttee, the widow offering her life in the flames of the funeral 
pyre consuming the corpse of her husband, was current in Suvarnadvlpa at the time of the Buddha. This is of interest 
because, in all the Vedic literature and even in the sutras, this cruel practice is rarely mentioned, and the epics of the 
Ramayana and the Mahabharata mention it only exceptionally (cf. J. Jolly, Recht und Sitte, p. 67-69). The oldest and 
most important evidence is that of the classical writers: Aristotle, contemporary of Alexander the Great, cited by 
Strabo, XV, 1, 63; Cicero, De nat. deorum , V, 77-78; Valerius Maximus, II, 6, 14. 

The Mpps reproduces here almost word-for -word the story in the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya (see below, p. 626F as 
note); but, while Kumarajlva, translator of the Mpps, locates the fact in Kin ti, “Land of Gold” (Suvarnabhumi), Yi 
tsing, translator of the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, locates it in Kin tcheou “Golden Island” (Suvarnadvlpa). As it is a 
matter of the same story, we must conclude - and this is suspected - that Suvarnabhumi is synonymous with 
Suvarnadvlpa. We know exactly what Yi tsing means by Suvarnadvlpa: in two passages of his Ta t’ang si yu k’ieou 
fa kao seng tchouan, T 2066, k. 2, p. 11c, lines 5 and 7, lines 5 and 11, he identifies it as the land of Fo che (cf. 
Chavannes, Religieux eminents, p. 181 and 182; p. 186 and 187). But at the time of Yi tsing (635-713), the state of 
Fo che or Che li fo che (Srlvijaya), as evidenced by the three inscriptions in old Malay dating from 683 to 685 and 
found at Palembang, Djambi and Bangka, “extended its domination over Palembang (Sumatra), Bangka and the 
hinterland of Djambi, conquered Malayou (Djambi) about the same time and in 775 left evidence of its domination 
over the west coast of the Malay peninsula (Ligur)” (G. Coedes, A propos d’une nouvelle theorie sur le site de 
Snvijaya, J. Mai. Br. R.A.S., XIV, 1936, pt. 3, p. 1-9; Etats hindouises, p. 102-105). It must be left to the historians 
to explain why the Mulasarv. Vin. and the Mpps insist on establishing a connection between Sanjaya, the preceptor 
of S. and M., and Suvarnadvlpa. We may recall that Yi tsing mentions the presence of the Mulasarvastivada, in the 
7th and 8th centuries, in the kingdoms of Srlksetra and Srlvijaya (cf. Coedes, Etats hindouises, p. 94, 105, 109), and 
that the name of Sanjaya was made famous in the 8th century by the founder of the Javanese dynasty in Mataram 
(Id., ibid., p. 109 seq.). 

However that may be, the Hindu writers have left only a vague idea of the location of Suvarnabhumi (see 
R. C. Majumdar, Suvarnadvlpa, Dacca, 1937; V. Rangacharya, The Suvarnabhumi and Suvarnadvlpa, Aiyangar 
Comm. Vol., p. 462-482). Gavampati, one of the heroes of the first council (cf. Treatise, I, p. 98-99F), before settling 
permanently in the vimana of the Sirlsa, went to the pratyantajanapada or frontier countries, i.e., Suvarnabhumi, by 
the Buddha’s order (Ken pen chouo... tsa che, T 1451, k. 5, p. 228a), and to believe the Karmavibhanga, p, 62, which 
claims that, in the Land of Gold, the saint Gavampati converted the population for a hundred leagues 
(Aryagavampatina Suvarnabhumyam yojanasatam janapado ‘bhiprasaditah). Actually, according to the Burmese 
tradition: “King Thiri-Matauka had been informed that, after the death of Gaudama, a Rahan named Gambawatti 
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relief and said: “Perhaps the master hid his secret because we were not worthy.” The two friends exchanged 
the following oath: ’’The first to find the Immortal ( amrta ) must communicate its flavor (rasa) to his 
friend.” 11 


III. CONVERSION OF SARIPUTRA AND MAUDGALYAYANA 2 

(630F) 


At that time the Buddha, having converted the Kasyapa brothers and their thousand disciples, was traveling 
about in various countries and came to the city of Rajagrha where he stayed at the Venuvana. The two 
brahmacarin masters (Sariputra and Maudgalyayana), hearing that a Buddha had appeared in the world, 


(Gavampati) had brought thirty-two teeth of the Buddha and placed them in a dzedi ( caitya ) on Mount Ind-Danou 
north-west of Thatum (in Pali, capital of Burma, between the mouths of the Sittang and the Salouen).” (Bigandet, 
Gaudama, p. 371). Even today, Gavampati, under tha name Gavompade, is one of the favorite saints of the Mons 
and the Taking sof Bunna (cf. Duroiselle, cited in Przyluski. Concile, p. 241). - After the third council at 
Pataliputra, Sona (the Prakrit word for gold) and Uttara went to Suvamabhumi, rid the land of the pisacas and 
converted many people there (cf. Dipavamsa, VIII, v. 12; Mahavamsa, XII, v. 6, 44 seq.; Samantapasadika, I, p. 64. 
- In the first century of our era, Pomponius Mela (III, 70, Pliny the Elder (VI, 55, 80); the Periple of the Erythrean 
Sea (§ 56, 60, 63) and Josephus (Ant. Jud., VIII, 6, 4) were only vaguely aware of the Chryse Chersonesos. 
“Whereas the Periple (§ 60) places at Kamara (Khabari of Ptolemy = Kavari-pattinam at the mouth of the Kaveri), at 
Podouke (Pondichery) and Sopatma, the three great ports, close to one another, from which the big ships called 
kolandia (kola in Buddhist Sanskrit texts) set sail for Chryse, Ptolemy (VII, 1, 5) locates further north, near 
Chicacole, the port of departure (aphterion) of travelers destined for the Golden Chersonesos. It is at Tamralipti 
(Tamluk at the mouths of the Ganges) that the Chinese pilgrims, Fa then at the beginning of the 5th century and Yi- 
tsing at the end of the 7th century embarked in the return voyages from India to China. Without a doubt, it is also at 
Tamralipti that, at the time of the compilation of the Jatakas, the merchants [Samkha and Maha Janaka] left Benares 
or Campa, in the Ganges valley, took to sea destined for Suvamabhumi, the land of gold (Jataka, IV, p. 15; VI, p. 
34). Finally it is certain that the great ports of the western coast: Bharakaccha (Greek Barygaza, modem Broach), 
Surparaka (Souppara, Sopara) were connected with the Golden Chersonesos” G. Coedes, Etats hindouiseesp. 35). 
This is the case notably for the musician Sagga in his search for the beautiful Sussondi, who embarked at 
Barukaccha destined for Suvannabhumi (Jataka, III, p. 188). The merchants of the Mahakarmavibhanga” went down 
to the great ocean, sailed for the Land of Gold and other countries, visited the Archipelago and made their fortunes 
(p. 51: mahasamudram avatvya Suvarnabhumiprabhrtmi desantarani gatva dvipantardni ca pasyanti 
dravyoparjanam ca kurvanti ); or also “They visited the Land of Gold, the island of Ceylon, and the rest of the 
Archipelago” (p. 53: Suvarnabhumim Simhaladvipam ca prabhritim ca dvipantardni pasyanti). But the voyage is 
dangerous: when the sailors have traveled “seven hundred leagues in seven days”, it is not rare that the ships take on 
water everywhere and sink in mid-ocean. 

11 This covenant between the two friends is also noted in the other sources: cf Vinaya, I, p. 39: yo pathamam 
amatam adhigaccchati so arocetu; Mahavastu, III, p. 59: yo mam prathamataram svdkhyatam dharmavinayan ... 
tena aparasya akhyatavyam. 

12 Cf. the parallel sources noted above, p. 623F, n.2 
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went to Rajagrha together to welcome the news. At this time, a bhiksu named A chouo che (Asvajit), 13 [one 
of the first five disciples], wearing his robes ( civara ) and carrying his begging bowl (pdtra ), entered the 
city to beg for his food. Sariputra, noting his fine manner and his meditative faculties, came to him and 
asked: “Whose disciple are you? Who is your teacher?” Asvajit answered: “The crown prince ( kumara ) of 
the Sakya clan, disgusted by the sufferings of old age (jam), sickness ( vyddhi ) and death ( marana ), has left 
the world ( pravrajita ), exerted himself on the Path and has attained complete perfect enlightenment 
(anuttarasamyaksambodhi). He is my teacher.” Sariputra said: “Tell me what is your teacher’s doctrine?” 
He replied with this stanza: 

I am still young. 

My instruction in it is still at its beginning 
[136c] How could I speak truthfully 

And explain the mind of the Tathagata? 

Sariputra said to him: “Tell me its essence in summary ( samksiptena ).” 

Then the bhiksu Asvajit spoke this stanza: 

All dharmas arise from causes; 

He has taught the cause of these dharmas. 

Dharmas cease due to causes; 

The great teacher has taught the truth of them. 14 

When Sariputra heard this stanza, he attained the first fruit of the Path [the state of srotaapanna]. He went 
back to Maudgalyayana who, noticing the color of his complexion and his cheerfulness, asked him: “Have 
you found the taste of the Immortal ( amrtarasa )? Share it with me.” Sariputra communicated to him the 
stanza he had just heard. Maudgalyayana said to him: “Repeat it again”, and when he had heard it again he 
also attained the first fruit of the Path. 


13 This bhiksu is named Asvajit (in Pali, Assaji) in most of the Chinese and Pali sources, whereas the Mahavastu 
(III, p. 60) calls him Upasena. He was one of the five PancavargTyabhiksu, who were the first to embrace the 
Buddhadharma (Vinaya, I, p. 13). 

14 Free translation of the famous stanza of Pratltyasamutpada, the original Pali of which is in Vinaya, I, p. 40: 

ye dhamma hetuppabhava tesam hetum tathagato aha 
tesah cayo nirodho evamvadi mahasamano. 

The Sanskrit is in Mahavastu, III, p. 62: 

ye dharmd hetuprabhava hetun tesam tathagato aha 

tesam ca yo nirodho evamvadimahasramanah. 

In this form, which goes against the meter, the stanza means: The Tathagata, the truly great ascetic, has 
proclaimed the cause as well as the cessation of dharmas that arise from a cause. - For the interpretation, see Kem, 
Histoire, I, p. 299-300. 
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The two teachers, [each] accompanied by 250 disciples went together to the Buddha. Seeing these two men 
coming with their disciples, the Buddha said to the bhiksus: “Do you see these two men at the head of these 
brahmacarins?” The bhiksus answered that they saw them. The Buddha continued: “These two men will be 
foremost among my disciples by their wisdom ( prajna) and by the bases of miraculous powers 
(rddhipada ).” 15 Arriving in the crowd, the disciples approached the Buddha, bowed their head and stood to 
one side. Together they asked the Buddha: “We wish to receive, in the Buddhadharma, the leaving of the 
world (tchou kia = pravrajya) and higher ordination (cheou kiai = upsampada ).” 16 The Buddha said to 
them: “Come, O bhiksu (eta, bhiksavah ).” 17 At once their beards and hair fell off, they were clothed in 
monks’ robes, furnished with the robe ( cfvara ) and begging bowl (patra), and they received ordination. 18 A 
fortnight later, when the Buddha had preached the Dharma to the brahmacarin Tch ’ang tchao 


15 Here the Mpps follows the version of the Mahavastu, III, p. 63, which has the Buddha saying: Prajhapetha 
bhiksavah asanani ete Sariputramaudgalyayana parivrajaka pamcasataparivara agacchanti tathagatasyantike 
brahmacaryam caritum yo me bhavisyati sravaanam agrayugo bhadrayugo eko agro mahdprajndnam aparo agro 
mahcirddhikandm. Tr. - “Set out seats, O monks. Here come the anchorites Sariputra and Maudgalyayana surrounded 
by five hundred disciples who are coming to the Tathagata to practice brahmic conduct. For me they will be an 
excellent pair of disciples. The first will be the foremost of the great sages; the second will be the foremost of those 
who have great miraculous powers.” This last detail which the Mpps has taken care to note, is absent in the 
canonical version (Vinaya, I, p. 42), which simply says: ete bhikkhave dve sahayaka agacchanti Kolito Upatisso ca, 
etam me savakayagam bhavissati aggam bhaddayugan ti. 

16 As did all the first disciples, S. and M. asked for lower ordination (pravrajya) and higher ordination 
(upasampadd) at the same time. Later, a period of four months generally separated these two ordinations (cf. Kern, 
Manual, p. 77; Oldenberg, Bouddha, p. 387-391). The request for ordination is formulated differently in the texts. In 
Pali: Labheyydham bhante bhagavato santike pabbajjam, labheyyam upasampadan ti (cf. Pali Vin., I, p. 12, 13, 17, 
19, 43, etc.); - in Sanskrit: Labheydham bhadanta svdkhyate dharmavinaye pravrajydm upasampadam 
bhiksubhavam careyam aham bhagavato ‘ntike brahmacaryam (cf. Divya, p. 48, 281, 341; Gilgit Man., Ill, 2, p. 82). 

17 The Buddha ordained the two candidates by ehibhiksukaya upasampadd or ordination by summoning: “Come, O 
bhiksu” (cf. Kosa, IV, p. 60). But here again the formula varies; in Pali, there is Ehi bhikkhu ‘ti, svdkkhato dhammo, 
ccirci brahmacariyam samma dukkhasssa anatakiriyaya ‘ti (cf. Pali Vin., I, p. 12, 13, 17, 19, 43, etc.); in Sanskrit, 
there is Ehi bhikso, cara brahmacaryam. 

18 Ordination by “ Ehi bhiksu ” is usually accompanied by the putting on of miraculous robes, of which the Pali 
Vinaya says nothing, but which is described in stereotyped tenns in all the Sanskrit texts: “The Buddha had no 
sooner uttered these words than the candidate found himself shaved (munda), clothed in the upper robe 
(samghdtiprdvrta), holding the bowl and vase ( patrakaravyahasta ) in his hand, etc.” (cf. Divya, p. 48, 281, 341). 
Here the Mpps is in agreement with the Mahavastu, III, p. 65, and the Molasarv. Vin. (T 1444, k. 2, p. 1028a) in 
mentioning such a miracle; it also reveals its dependence on the Sanskrit sources. However, although the Pali Vin. 
says nothing about this taking of the miraculous robes, it is noted in the Dhammapadattha, I, p. 95; but recent 
research has established that the Ceylonese commentaries are also themselves largely derivative from the Sanskrit 
sources. 
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(Dlrghanakha), Sariputra attained arhathood. |Q Now he who finds the Path at the end of a fortnight should, 
following the Buddha, turn the wheel of the Dharma ( dharmacakra ), 20 and in the stage of aspirant 
(saiksabhumi ), penetrate directly ( abhimukham ) all dharmas and cognize them in all their various aspects 
(nanakaram). This is why Sariputra attained arhathood at the end of a fortnight. His qualities ( guna ) of all 
kinds were very numerous. And so, although Sariputra was an arhat [and not a bodhisattva], it is to him that 
that the Buddha preached the profound doctrine ( gambhfradhanna ) of the Prajnaparamita. 

Question. - If that is so, why does the Buddha preach a little to Sariputra and then a lot to Siu p ’ou t ’i 
(Subhuti)? 1 If Sariputra is foremost in wisdom, it is to him he should have mainly preached. Why does he 
also address himself to Subhuti? 

Answer. - 1) Among the Buddha’s disciples, Sariputra is the first of the sages ( aggo mahapahhdnam ), and 
Subhuti is the first of those who have attained the concentration of tranquility ( aggo 
aranasamadhiviharmam). 22 By this practice of tranquility, he ceaselessly considers ( samanupasyati ) beings 
in order to prevent them from experiencing any passion whatsoever [for him], and he always practices 
great compassion (karuna). This compassion is like that of the bodhisattvas who take the great vow 
(mahapranidhana) to save beings. This is why the Buddha directs him to teach. 

[137a] 2) [ Subhuti and Utpalavama at Samkasya ], - Furthermore, Subhuti excels in practicing the 

concentration of emptiness ( sunyatasamddhi ). Having spent the summer retreat ( varsa ) among the Tao li 
(Trayastrinsa ) gods, the Buddha came down into JambudvTpa. 23 Subhuti, who was then in a rock cave 

19 Sariputra had become srotaapanna at the time of his meeting with Asvajit; he became arhat fifteen days after his 
ordination ( ardhamdsopasampanna ), at the same time as his uncle Dlrghanakha entered the Holy Dharma: cf. 
Avadanasataka, II, p. 104, Treatise, I, p. 51. 

20 Sariputra, the second master after the Buddha, the great leader of the Dharma, turned the wheel of the Dharma for 
the second time; cf. Dlvyavadla, p. 394: sa hi dvitiyasasta dharmasenadhipatir dharmacakrapravartanah 
prajnavatam agro nirdisto Bhagavata; see also Sutralamkara, tr. Hiber, p. 190. 

In the Prajna literature, Sariputra is the first to question the Buddha, but Subhuti is the main interlocutor. 

22 For Subhuti, the foremost of the aranaviharin, see above, Treatise, I, p. 4F, n. 1 

23 After having preached the Abhidharma for three months to his mother, the Buddha “came down from the 
Trayastrimsa heaven to JambudvTpa in the city of Samkasya, into the Apajjura enclosure at the foot of the 
Udumbara” ( avatirno bhagavan devebhyas trayastrimsebhyah samkasye nagare apajjure dave udumbaramule). The 
Devavatara is often represented on the monuments: Cunningham, Barhut, p; 17; Marshall-Foucher, Mon. of Sanchi, 

II, pi. 34c); Majumdar, G. to Sarnath, pi. 13e; Vogel, Mathura, pi. 51a; Longhurst, Nagarjunakonda, pi. II, d; 
Griffiths, Ajanta, pi. 54. 

According to one version, welcomed on his descent from the heaven by a great assembly, the Buddha was 
first greeted by Sariputra (Dhammapadattha, III, p. 226), immediately followed by the nun Utpalavama (Suttanipata 
Comm. II, p. 570). According to the Tibetische Lebensbescreibung, tr. Schiefner, p. 272, Udayana, king of 
KausambT, received him ceremonially. An apparitional ( upapeiduka ) bhiksu invited the Buddha along with the 
assembly of bhiksus and devas to a splendid repast (Tsa a han, T 99, k. 19, p. 134c; Avadanasataka, II, p. 94-95; Po 
yuan king, T 200, k. 9, p. 247a-b). 

According to some sources, the nun Utpalavama, in order to be the first to greet the Buddha, magically 
transfonned herself into a cakravartin king surrounded by his thousand sons: Cf. Divyavadana, p. 401: yaddpi. 


508 



(sailaguhd), 24 said to himself: “The Buddha is descending from the Trayastrimsa heaven; should I or should 
I not go to him?” Again he said to himself: “The Buddha has always said: ‘If someone contemplates the 
dharmakaya of the Buddha with the eye of wisdom ( prajndcaksus ), that is the best way of seeing the 
Buddha.’” Then when the Buddha descended from the Trayastrimsa heaven, the four assemblies of 
JambudvTpa had gathered; the gods saw the people and the people saw the gods; on the platform were the 
Buddha, a noble cakravartin king and the great assembly of the gods: the gathering ( samdja) was more 
embellished ( alamkrta ) than ever before. But Subhuti said to himself: “Even though today’s great assembly 
is quite special ( visista ), its power (prabhdva ) will not last for a long time. Perishable dharmas 
(nirodhadharma) all return to impermanence ( anityatd)." Thanks to this consideration of impermanence 
(unityatdpariksd), he understood that all dharmas are empty ( sunya ) and without reality ( asadbhuta ). 
Having made this consideration, he at once obtained the realization of the Path ( mdrgasdksdtkdra ). At that 
moment, everyone wanted to be the first to see the Buddha and to pay their respect (satkdra) and homage 
( pujd) to him. 

In order to disguise her disreputable sex, the bhiksunl Houa so (Utpalavarna) transformed herself into a 
noble cakravartin king with his seven jewels and his thousand sons. When people saw him, they left their 


maharaja, Bhagavatd devesu trayastrimsesu varsa usitva matur janayitrya dharmam desayitva devaganaparivrtah 
Sdmkdsye nagare ‘vatirno ‘ham tatkdlam tatraivasan maya sd devamanusyasampadd drstd Utpalavarnaya ca 
nirmita cakravartisampadd iti. See also the Legend of Asoka (Tsa a han, T 99, k. 23, p. 169c;T 2042, k. 2, p. 105b; 
T 2043, k. 3, p. 140b), the Dulwa (Rockhill, Life, p. 81) and the comment of Fa hien (tr. Legge, p. 49). A panel of 
the Loriyan-Tangai reproducing the Devavatara shows a cakravartin king mounted on an elephant, “a disguise 
assumed by the nun Utpalavarna for the occasion” (Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, I, p. 539, fig. 265). - The 
commentary of the Karmavibhanga, p. 159-160, adds that the Buddha reproached her for her excessive zeal, for, said 
he, “It is not by means of homage rendered to my body that was born from my parents that I am truly honored”: 
Utpalavarnabhiksunya cakravartirupam nirmaya Bhagavan devalokavatirinah prathamam vanditah, sd tustdi maya 
Bhagavdn prathamam vanditah, tasyas ca tarn jhdtva srotaapattiphalam prdptam. etad darsayati. na 
mdtdpitrsambhcivena sarirena varnitena vandito bhavami. yena phalam prdptam tendham vanditah. 
etadartham eva ca tatra gdthoktci: 

manusyapratildbhena svargdndm gamanena ca 
prthivydm ekardjyam ca srotdpattiphalam param. 
anendpi kdrnena dharma eva Bhagavatah sanram. 

Yet other texts - and the Mpps is among them - establish a parallel between Utpalavarna and Subhuti. This bhiksu, 
instead of going to greet the Buddha on his descent from the heaven, remained quietly in his retreat at Rajagrha 
where he was meditating on impermanence and the futility of things. He was thus paying homage to the 
dharmakaya. As this meditation greatly overshadowed the salutations addressed by Utpalavarna to the Buddha’s 
birth-body (janmakaya ), it was said that Subhuti and not Utpalavarna had been the first to greet him. Cf. Tseng yi a 
han, T 125, k. 28, p. 707cl5-708a20; Yi tsou king, T 198, k. 2, p. 185c; T tch’eng tsao siang kong to king, T 694, k. 
1, p. 792c-793a; Fen pie kong to louen, T 1507, k. 3, p. 37c-38a; Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 4, p. 893b (tr. Beal, I, p. 205; 
Watters, I, p. 334). 

24 This rock cave, adorned with jewels, is on the Grdhrakutaparvata, near Rajagrha: cf. Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 6, 
p. 575bl-2; k. 29, p. 707cl2. 


509 



seats and moved away [to give him place]. When this Active king came near the Buddha, he resumed his 
former shape and became the bhiksunt again. She was the first to greet the Buddha. However, the Buddha 
said to the bhiksunt: “It is not you who has greeted me first; it is Subhiiti. How is that? By contemplating 
the emptiness of all dharmas, Subhiiti has seen the dharmakaya of the Buddha; he has paid the true homage 
(pujd), the excellent homage. To come to salute my birth-body ( janmakaya ) is not to pay homage to me.” 25 

This is why we said that Subhiiti, who ceaselessly practices the concentration on emptiness, is associated 
(samprayukta ) with the Prajnaparamita, empty by nature. For this reason, the Buddha entrusted Subhiiti to 
preach the Prajnaparamita. 

3) Finally, the Buddha entrusted him to preach it because beings have faith in the arhats who have 
destroyed the impurities ( ksfnasrava ): [thanks to them], they obtain pure faith (prasdda ). The bodhisattvas 
have not destroyed the impurities and if they were taken as evidence ( sdksin ), people would not believe 
them. This is why the Buddha conversed about the Prajnaparamita with Sariputra and Subhiiti. 

IV. ORIGIN OF SARIPUTRA’S NAME (636F) 26 


Question. - Where does the name Sariputra come from? Is it a name given [to Sariputra] by his father and 
mother, or is it a name coming from some meritorious action that he had accomplished? 

Answer. - It is a name given to him by his father and mother. In JambudvTpa, in the very fortunate [region], 
there is the kingdom of Mo k’ie t’o (Magadha); there is a great city there called Rajagrha; there was a king 
there named P ’in p’o so lo (Bimbisara) and a brahmin, master of teaching ( upadesa ) [137b] named Mo t’o 
lo (Mathara). Because this man was very skillful in debate, the king had given him as a privilege a large 
village situated not far from the capital. This Mathara married and his wife bore a daughter; because the 
eyes of this young girl resembled those of the Cho li (sari, the heron) bird, she was called Sari; later the 
mother bore a son whose knee-bones were very big, and for that reason he was called Kiu hi lo (Kausthila). 
After this brahmin married, he was busy raising his son and daughter; he forgot all the holy books he had 
studied and he did not put his mind to acquiring new knowledge. 

At that time, there was in southern India, a brahmin, a great master of teaching, named T’i cho (Tisya); he 
had penetrated deeply into the eighteen kinds of great holy books. This man came to the city of Rajagrha; 
on his head he was carrying a torch 27 and his belly was covered with copper sheets; when he was asked the 


25 This is also what the Buddha said to Vakkali (Samyutta, III, p. 120): “What is the use of seeing this body of 
rottenness (putikdya )? He who sees the Dharma sees me...” 

This paragraph has been translated by Chavannes, Contes , III, p. 290-294, the translation of which is reproduced 
here. - Sariputra, also called Upatisya, was the son of Tisya and Sari. The latter’s father was Mathara, a brahmin 
from Nalanda, and her brother was Mahakausthila, surnamed DIrghanakha. Cf. Mulasarv. Vin. (N. Dutt, Gilgit Ms. 
of the Vinaya Pitaka, IHQ, SIV, 1938, p. 422-423; Ken pen chou... tch’ou kia che, T 1444, k. 1, p. 1022b seq.; 
Rockhill, Life, p. 44): Avadanasataka, II, p. 186; Po yuan king, T 200, k. 10, p. 255a; Treatise, I, p. 47-5 IF. 
i7 On the theme of the brahmin who carries a torch in foil daylight, see Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 392-393. 
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reason for the second peculiarity, he answered: “The holy books which 1 have studies are extremely 
numerous; thus I fear lest my belly will burst and that is why I have covered it with metal.” When he was 
asked why he carried a torch in the daytime on his head, he answered that it was because of the great 
darkness. “But”, the crowd answered him,’’the sun has appeared and illumines us; why are you talking 
about darkness?” He replied: “There are two kinds of darkness: one is produced when the light of the sun 
does not illumine us; the other is the evil that comes from the shadows of stupidity ( moha ). Now, although 
there is the brightness of the sun, the shadows of stupidity are still profound.” The crowd continued: “Have 
you then not seen the brahmin Mathara? If you see him, your belly will be constricted and your torch will 
be obscured.” When this brahmin heard these words, he went to the dram ( dundubhi ) that calls to debate 
and sounded it. 

When the king heard this sound, he asked who had caused it. His ministers said to him: “It is a brahmin 
from the south of India named Tisya; he is a great master of teaching; he wishes to ask for a subject of 
debate and that is why he has sounded the dram.” The king was delighted; he gathered the people together 
at once and said to them: “Let whoever is capable of confounding him debate with him” 

When Mathara was informed of this, he mistrusted his power, for he said: “1 have forgotten everything and 
I have not busied myself with acquiring new knowledge. I do not know if I am capable of undertaking a 
debate with this man.” However, he forced himself to go to meet him; on the road there were two bulls that 
were fighting using their horns; he had this reflection: “This bull here is me; that bull over there is this 
other man. I shall have a portent of who will be the winner.” It was the first bull that was the winner and 
Mathara felt very sad, for he said to himself: “According to this portent, it is I who will lose.” When he was 
about to join he crowd, he saw a woman directly in front of him who was carrying a pitcher of water; she 
stumbled on the ground and broke her pitcher; he thought once again: “That too is not a good omen”, and 
he was very displeased. When he was in the crowd, he saw the master of teaching whose face and aspect 
had all the marks of triumph. He recognized then that he was defeated, but as he could not do otherwise, he 
agreed to debate with him. As soon as the discussion had begun, he fell into contradictions ( ranasthdna ). 

The king, who was very happy, thought: “An intelligent man endowed with great wisdom has come from 
afar to my kingdom.” He wanted to give him a privilege; but his ministers reprimanded him, saying: “If, 
because an intelligent man has come, you at once give him as privilege a large village whereas you do not 
reward your ministers who have served you well and if you reserve all your favors for those who debate, 
we are afraid that that is not appropriate behavior to ensure the peace of the kingdom and the welfare of 
your family. Now Mathara has been defeated in the debate; you must remove his privilege and give it to the 
person who has triumphed over him. If another man comes and in turn is victorious, the same privilege 
should again be given to him.” The king followed this advice and took away Mathara’s privilege to give it 
to the man who had come lately. 

Then Mathura said to Tisya: “You are an intelligent man; I give you my daughter in marriage; my son will 
be your assistant. As for me, I wish to retire afar in a foreign land to pursue my own projects.” Tisya then 
took this girl as his wife. 
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Having become pregnant, this woman saw in a dream a man who, wearing a breastplate and a helmet and 
carrying a thunderbolt ( vajra ) in his hand, crushed the ordinary mountains and stood upright at the side of a 
very high mountain. When she awoke, she told her husband the dream she had had. Tisya said to her: “It is 
a sign that you will give birth to a son who will crush all the masters in the art of debate; there will be only 
one man whom he will not be able to overcome and he will become his disciple.” During her pregnancy, 
because of the son she was carrying, Sari herself became very intelligent and very skillful in debate. 28 Each 
time that her younger brother Kausthila debated with her, he was defeated; he said to himself: “The son 
whom my sister is bearing is certainly of high intelligence; if he shows himself in this way even before he 
is born, what will he be like when he is born?” Then Kausthila left his family, gave himself up to study and 
went to the south of India; he did not cut his fingernails until he had read the eighteen kinds of holy books 
and had completely mastered them; this is why the people of that time surnamed him the Brahmin with 
Long Nails (DIrghanakha). 29 

Seven days after he was born, the baby boy was wrapped in white cotton to be shown to his father who 
thought: “I am called Tisya; [this child] will drive out my name; therefore I will call him Yeou po t’i cho 
(Upatisya), he who casts out Tisya.” 

Such was the name given to this child by his parents. But other people, considering that it was Sari who had 
given him birth, with one accord agreed to call him Cho li fou (Sariputra), the son of Sari. 

Later, thanks to the previous vows he had made in many successive lifetimes, Sariputra became foremost of 
Sakyamuni’s disciples in his wisdom; his name was Sariputra; this name thus came to him from the causes 
and conditions that consist of his previous vows. That is why he is called Sariputra. 

Question. - Why not say Upatisya and why limit oneself to saying Sariputra? 

Answer. - People then highly honored his mother (Sari) who was the most intelligent of all women, and 
that is why they called this man Sariputra. 




Sutra'. The bodhisattva who wants to cognize all dharmas in all aspects must exert himself in practicing the 
Prajnaparamita (Sarvakdram Sariputra sarvadharman abhisamboddhukdmena bodhisattvattvena 
mahasattvena prajndpdramitdyam yogah karamyah). 

Sdstra: See what has been said above on the bodhisattva-mahasattva in the chapter dedicated to the praise 
of the bodhisattva (Chap. VIII). 


On the theme of the woman intelligent because she is pregnant with a sage, see Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 241-244; 
Treatise, I, p. 47-48F. 

29 The story of Kaushthila, alias DIrghanakha, has been told above: Treatise, I, p. 47-5 IF. 
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Question. - What is it that is called ‘all aspects’ ( sarvakara ) and what is it that is called ‘all dharmas’ 
(sarvadharmajl 


V. SARVAKARA (p. 640F) 


Answer. - The doors of wisdom ( prajhdmukha ) are called aspects (akara ). 30 [138a] There are people who 
contemplate dharmas under a single prajhdmukha ; others contemplate it under two, three, ten, a hundred, a 
thousand, ten thousand prajnamukhas, even under a number of prajnamukhas as incalculable 
(i asamkhyeya ) as the number of sands of the Ganges ( gahgdnadivdluka ). Here, it is by entering by all the 
prajnamukhas in all the aspects that we contemplate all the dharmas. This is what is called contemplating 
under all the aspects ( sarvdkmaram ). 

1) Among ordinary people (prthagjana), there are three kinds of contemplations ( anupasyand ). To try to 
escape from desire ( kdma ) and form ( rupa ), they contemplate the coarseness ( parusya ), deceitfulness 
( vancana ) and corruption ( kasdya ) of the desire realm ( kdmadhdtu ) and the form realm ( rupadhdtu ). 

2) Among the Buddha’s disciples, there are eight kinds of contemplations {anupasyand): 1 [for them, 
everything is] impermanent {anitya), suffering ( duhkha ), empty ( sunya ), egoless (andtmaka), like a 
sickness ( roga ), an ulcer ( ganda ), like an arrow ( salya ) stuck in one’s body, like an agony ( agha). 

3) These eight kinds of contemplations, applied to the four noble truths (diyasatya), make sixteen aspects 
(akara) grouped into fours. 32 These are: 

The four aspects of contemplation on suffering ( duhkha ): i) anitya, impermanent; ii) duhkha, suffering; Hi) 
sunya, empty; /V) andtmaka, egoless. 

The four aspects of the contemplation on the origin of suffering (duhkhasamudaya): i) samudaya, origin; ii) 
hetu, cause; Hi) pratyaya, condition; iv)prabhava, process. 

The four aspects of the contemplation on the cessation of suffering ( duhkhanirodha ) : i) nirodha, cessation; 
ii) sdnta, tranquility; Hi) pramta, excellence; iv) nihsarana, deliverance. 

The four aspects of the contemplation on the Path ( mdrga ): i) mdrga, Path; ii) nydya, rational; Hi) pratipad, 
attainment; iv) nairyanika, definitive release. 


30 Actually, the aspects (akara) by nature constitute the mental factor called prajha or discernment; cf. Kosa, VII, p. 
39. 

31 As the scriptures repeat ad nauseam: Bhikkhu ... te dhamme aniccato dukkhato rogato gaiidato sallato aghato 
cibcidhato parato palokato suhhato anattato samanupassati. See, e.g., Majjhima, I, p. 435, 436, 500; Anguttara, II, p. 
128; IV, p. 422. 

32 For the sixteen aspects of the four truths, cf. Kosa, VI, p. 163; VII, p. 30-34; Mahavyutpatti, no. 1190-1205; 
Obermiller, Doctrine ofP. P., p. 18. 
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4. In the inbreath and the outbreath (anapana) there are also sixteen aspects: 33 i) attention to the inbreath 
(dsvasamfti prajdndti ); ii ) attention to the outbreath ( prasvasdmfti prajdndti ); Hi) attention to the long 
breath and the short breath (, dfrgham hrasvam dsvasdmi prasvasdmvti prajdndti)-, iv) [knowledge] that one 
is breathing in the entire body (sarvakdyapratisamvedy dsvasdmi prasvasdmfti prajdndti)-, v) [knowledge 
that one is breathing] while having eliminated the bodily factors ( prasrabhya kayasamskaran dsvasdmi 
prasvasdmfti prajdndti)-, vi) [knowledge that one is breathing] while experiencing joy (prftipratisamvedy 
dsvasdmi prasvasdmfti prajanati)-, vii) [knowing that one is breathing] while experiencing bliss 
( sukhapratisamvedy dsvasdmi prasvasdmftiprajdndti); viii) [knowledge that one is breathing while feeling 
the mental factors (cittasamskdrapratisamvedy dsvasdmi prasvasdmfti prajdndti)', ix) [knowledge that one 
is breathing] while gladdening the mind (read sin tso hi: abhipramodayan cittam dsvasdmi prasvasdmfti 
prajdndti)-, x) [knowledge that one is breathing while concentrating the mind ( samddadhah cittam dsvasdmi 
prasvasdmfti prajdndti)-, xi) [knowledge that one is breathing] while liberating the mind ( vimocayan cittam 
dsvasdmi prasvasdmfti prajdndti)-, xii) [knowledge that one is breathing] while contemplating 
impermanence (, anitydnudarsy dsvasmami prasvasdmfti prajdndti)-, xiii) knowledge that one is breathing] 
while contemplating disappearance (y yavdnusarsy dsvasdmi prasvasdmfti prajdndti)-, xiv) [[knowledge that 
one is breathing] while contemplating renunciation of desire ( vairdgydnudarsy dsvasdmi prasvasdmfti 
prajdndti)', xv) [knowledge that one is breathing] while contemplating cessation ( nirodhdnudarsy dsvasdmi 
prasvasdmfti prajdndti)-, xvi) [knowledge that one is breathing]while contemplating renunciation 
(pratinihsargdnudarsy dsvasdmi prasvasdmfti prajdndti). 

5. Furthermore, there are six recollections ( anusmrti ). 34 The recollection of the Buddha ( buddhdnusmrti ): 
“The Buddha is arhat, samyaksambuddha ten epithets of this kind [in all]. For the five other 
recollections, see below. 

6. Mundane knowledge ( laukikajndna ), supramundane knowledge ( lokottarajndna ), the knowledge of the 
arhats, pratyekabuddhas, bodhisattvas, Buddhas and the other knowledges of this type cognize dharmas ‘in 
all their aspects’ ( sarvdkdram ). 5 

VI. SARVADHARMA (p. 642F) 


1. The expression sarvadharma means all the dharmas that are the object (alambana) of the 
consciousnesses ( vijndna ): 

33 The sixteen aspects of dndpanasmrti are enumerated in many texts, e.g., Majjhima, I, p. 425; Samyutta, V, p.311- 
312; Pancavimsati, p. 204-205; Tsa a han, T 99, no. 83, k. 29, p. 206a-b; Mahavyutpatti, no. 1173-1188: they fully 
commented on in Visuddhimagga, I, p. 266-293. For a modern adaptation, see G. C. Lounsbery, La meditation 
bouddhique, Paris, 1935, p. 161-169. 

34 The six recollections have as object, respectively, the Buddha, the Dhanna, the Samgha, sfla, tyaga, and the 
devatas (cf. Dlgha, III, p. 240, 280; Aiiguttara, III, p. 284, 312 seq., 452; V, p. 329 seq.); Visuddhimagga, I, p. 197- 
228, dedicates a chapter to them. 

35 Cf. Kosa, VI, p. 142. 
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The visual consciousness (caksurvijndna) concerns color (rupa); the auditory consciousness 
( srotravijnana ) concerns sound (sabda); the olfactory consciousness ( ghranavijndna ), odor ( gandha ); the 
gustatory consciousness ( jihvdvijnana ), taste (rasa); the tactile consciousness (kdyavijndna), touch 
(,sprastavya ); the mental consciousness ( manovijnana ), dharmas. [This last one] concerns equally the eye 
(caksus), color (rupa) and the visual consciousness (caksurvijndna), the ear (srotra) and sound (sabda), the 
nose (ghrdna) and smell (gandha), the tongue (jihvd) and taste (rasa), the body (kayo) and touch 
(sprastavya), and so on up to: it concerns the Manas, dharmas and mental consciousness (manovijnana). 36 
This is what is meant by ‘all dharmas’: these are the dharmas that are the object of the consciousnesses. 

2. Furthermore, ‘all dharmas’ means the dharmas that are the object of the knowledges (jndna ); the 
knowledge of suffering (duhkhajndna) knows suffering; the knowledge of the origin (samudayajndna) 
knows the origin (samudaya); the knowledge of cessation (nirodhajndna) knows cessation (nirodha); the 
knowledge of the Path (mdrgajndna) knows the Path (mdrga); 31 the mundane knowledge (laukikajndna) 
knows suffering, the origin [of suffering], the cessation [of suffering] the Path, and also space (dkdsa) and 
the apratisamkhydnirodha. These are the dharmas that are the object of the knowledges. 38 

3. Furthermore, the groups 39 of two dharmas include (samgrhnanti) ‘all dharmas’. These are the dharmas 
having form (rupadharma) and the dharmas without form (arupidharma); the visible (sanidarsana) 
dharmas and the invisible (anidarsana) dharmas; the resistant (sapratigha) dharmas and the non-resistant 
dharmas (apratigha); the impure (sdsrava) dharmas and the pure (andsrava) dharmas; the conditioned 
(samskrta) dharmas and the unconditioned (asamskrta) dharmas; the dharmas associated with the mind 
(cittasamprayukta) and the dharmas not associated with the mind (cittaviprayukta); the dharmas associated 
with action (karmasamprayukta) and dissociated from action [138b] (karmaviprayukta); near dharmas 

36 Classical theory of consciousness frequently explained in the scriptures, e.g., Majjhima. Ill, p. 221. There are six 
consciousnesses. The first five, viz., the visual, auditory, olfactory, gustatory and tactile, each depends on a 
particular organ simultaneous with it (eye, ear, nose, tongue and body) and each bears upon a special object (color, 
sound, smell, taste and tangible). The sixth consciousness, the mental consciousness ( manovijnana ), depends upon 
the Manas, i.e., on whichever of the six consciousnesses that has just occurred and which immediately precedes it in 
time (cf. Kosa, I, p. 31): sannam anantaratitam vijnanam yad dhi tan manah ); it has as object all dharmas, viz., the 
six consciousnesses, the six organs and the six objects, perceptible objects, color, etc., as well as non-perceptible 
objects (dharmas properly called the 46 caittas, the 14 cittaviprayuktas, the 3 asamskrtas and the avijnapti ): cf. 
Stcherbatsky, Central Conception, p. 97. Thus, whereas the first five consciousnesses are strictly limited to their 
own object, the mental consciousness also bears upon the objects of the other five consciousnesses. This is expressed 
in an oft repeated canonical fonnula (Majjhima, I, p. 205; Samyutta, V, p. 217-218): “The five organs, each their 
own object and their own field, do not perceive the object-field of the others, whereas the Manas perceives the 
object-field of all of them.” (pane’ indriyani nanavisayani nandgocarani na annamannnassa gocaravisayam 
paccanubhonti ... mano ca nesam gocaravisayam paccanubhoti). See W. Geiger, Pali Dhamma, Miinchen, 1926, p. 
80). 

37 On these four knowledges, see Kosa, VII, p. 5. 

38 Obviously the mundane knowledge ( laukikajndna ) acquired consecutively (prsthalabdha ) to the supramundane 
knowledge (lokottarajnana); cf. Kosa, VI, p. 142. 

39 The Treatise, I, p. 53-54F, has already enumerated these various groups of dharmas. 
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(i antike dharmdh ) and distant dharmas ( dure dharmdh )]. These various groups of two dharmas include all 
dharmas [Note: close dharmas are present dharmas ( pratyutpanna ) and the Asamskrta; distant dharmas are 
future ( andgata ) and past ( atfta ) dharmas)]. 

4. Furthermore, the groups of three dharmas include ‘all dharmas’. These are good ( kusala ), bad ( akusala) 
and indeterminate ( avydkrta ) dharmas; the dharmas of the saiksa, the asaiksa and the naivasaiksanasaiksa; 
the dharmas to be abandoned by seeing the truths ( satyadarsanaheya ), to be abandoned by meditation 
(bhdvandheya) and not to be abandoned ( aheya ). There are again three sorts of dharmas: the five 
aggregates ( skcmdha ), the twelve bases of consciousness (dyatana) and the eighteen elements ( dhdtu ). 
These various groups of three dharmas include all dharmas. 

5. Furthermore, there are groups of four dharmas: past (atfta), future (andgata), present (pratyutpanna) and 
neither past nor future nor present dharmas; dharmas belonging to the desire realm (kdmadhdtvavacara), to 
the form realm (rupadhatvavacara), to the formless realm (drupyadhatvavacara), belonging to no realm 
(anavacara); dharmas resulting from a good cause, a bad cause, an indeterminate cause, a cause neither 
good nor bad nor indeterminate; dharmas that are object condition (dlambanapratyaya), that are not object 
condition, that are both object condition and not object condition, that are both neither object condition and 
not object condition. These groups of four dharmas include all dharmas. 

6. There are groups of five dharmas: substance (rupa), mind (citta), dharmas associated with the mind 
(cittasamprayukta), dharmas dissociated from the mind (cittaviprayukta) and unconditioned (asamskrta) 
dharmas. These various groups of five dharmas include all dharmas. 

7. There are groups of seven dharmas: dharmas to be abandoned by seeing suffering (duhkhadarsanaheya)\ 
dharmas to be abandoned, respectively, by seeing the origin (samudaya), the cessation (nirodha) and the 
Path (marga); dharmas to be abandoned by meditation (bhdvandheya) and dharmas not to be abandoned 
(aheya). These various groups of six dharmas and the innumerable other [groups] of dharmas include all 
dharmas. 

That is what is meant by sarvadharma 

Question. - The dharmas are very profound (gambhfra), subtle (suksma) and inconceivable (acintya). If all 
beings together do not succeed in cognizing them, how then could a single person claim to cognize them 
all? It is as though one wanted to measure the earth (prthivf ), count the drops of water (bindu) in the ocean 
(samudra), weigh Mount Sumeru, know the limits of space (dkdsdnta) and other similar things, likewise 
unknowable. How can all dharmas be known in all their aspects? 

Answer. - The darkness of ignorance (mohatamas) is very painful (duhkha), and the brilliance of wisdom 
(prajndprakdsa) is very blissful (sukha). Now all beings try to avoid suffering and seek only happiness. 
This is why the bodhisattvas wish above all to have great wisdom (mahdprajhd) and wish to know all 
dharmas from every point of view. The bodhisattvas who have produced the great mind (mahdcittotpddika) 
seek great wisdom in the interest of all beings. This is why they wish to know all dharmas in all their 
aspects. If a physician (vaidya) takes care of one or two sick people, it is enough for him to use one or two 
remedies (bhaisajya); but if he wishes to cure all beings who are sick, he has to use all the types of 
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remedies. In the same way, the bodhisattva who wishes to save all beings wishes to know all dharmas in all 
their aspects and, since the dharmas are profound ( gambhfra ), subtle (suksma) and innumerable 
(i apramana ), the wisdom of the bodhisattva, it too, will be profound, subtle and immense. Above, ( Traite , I, 
p. 153F), in replying to attacks directed against the Omniscient One (sarvajna), we have already treated the 
subject fully: [there we commented] that if the letter is big, the envelope also will be big. 

[138c] Furthermore, if all dharmas are examined unsystematically ( nydya ), nothing will be found; but if 
the search is methodical, the results will be faultless. In the same way, if in order to produce fire by friction, 
arani is used, fire is the result; but if one tries to make fire with damp wood, the fire will not catch. 
Similarly also, the great earth (mahaprthivf) has limits ( anta); but, if one is not omniscient ( sarvajna ) and 
one does not have great miraculous power (rddhibala), one will not know them. On the other hand, if the 
power of the superknowledges ( abhijhdbala ) is great, one knows that the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu 
is the limit of the earth, that this great earth rests on [the circle] of diamond ( vajramandala ) and that at the 
four sides of the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu there is space (dkdsa). 40 This is knowing the limits of the 
earth. And it is the same when one wishes to weigh Mount Sumeru. As for wishing to measure space, that 
is out of the question [for the question does not come up] “Space not being a dharma, there can be no 
question of measuring it.” 


VII. WHY DOES SARIPUTRA QUESTION? (p. 646F) 


Sutra: Sariputra said to the Buddha: Bhagavat, how must the bodhisattva-mahasattva who wishes to know 
all the dharmas in all the aspects exert himself in practicing the Prajnaparamita? ( Evam ukte dyusmdn 
Sariputra bhagavantam etad avocat: Katham bhagavan bodhisattvena mahdsattvena sarvdkdram 
sarvadharmdn abhisamboddhukdmena prajndpdramitayam yogah karanfyah). 

Sdstra: Question. - The Buddha, who wanted to preach the Prajnaparamita, manifested all kinds of 
miracles (prdtihdiya). Having manifested them, he ought to speak. Why was he questioned by Sariputra 
first and then speaks? 

Answer. - 1) Because the answer comes after the question; it must be so in the Buddhist texts [as 
everywhere else]. 

2) Furthermore, Sariputra knows that the Prajnaparamita is profound (gambhfra) and subtle (suksma), and 
that this doctrine without characteristics (alaksanadharma) is difficult to understand (durvigdhya) and 
difficult to know (durjneya). By the power of his knowledge (jndnabala), he meditates on it (bhdvayati) in 
various ways; he wonders if contemplating impermanence (anityata) of dharmas is indeed Prajnaparamita; 
but he is unable to decide by himself. This is why he asks. 

3) Finally, Sariputra is not omniscient (sarvavjnd); in wisdom he is but a little child compared to the 
Buddha. 


See Kosa, III, p. 138 seq. 
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[Avaddna of the pigeon]. 41 - Thus it is told in the A p’o t’an na king (Avadanasutra): The Buddha was in 
the Jetavana; towards evening ( sdydhnasamayam ), he started out with Sariputra walking behind him. At 
that moment a hawk ( syena ) was chasing a pigeon ( kapota ); the pigeon fell in front of the Buddha; when 
the Buddha, continuing his walk, came abreast of it and his shadow covered the pigeon, the bird became 
calm (santo), its fears disappeared and it stopped crying. Later, when Sariputra’s shadow covered the 
pigeon, it began to cry and tremble again. Sariputra asked the Buddha: “The Buddha and myself are both 
free of the three poisons {trivisa). Why does the pigeon stop its fear and crying when the Buddha’s shadow 
covers it and begin to tremble and cry when my shadow covers it?” The Buddha said: “In you the 
impregnations ( vdsand) of the threefold poison ( trivisa ) are not yet destroyed ( ksina ); that is why, when 
your shadow covers it, the pigeon’s fears do not disappear. Examine the avaddnas of the pigeon in its 
previous existences ( purvanivasa ); for how many lifetimes has it been a pigeon?” Then Sariputra entered 
into the concentration of knowledge [which has as its object] previous existences 
(purvanivdsajndnasamddhi) and saw that the pigeon had always been a pigeon for one, two, three lifetimes 
and so on, for 80,000 great kalpas; but beyond that, he stopped and could see no further. Having come out 
( vyutthdya ) of the concentration, Sariputra said to the Buddha: “This pigeon has always been a pigeon for 
80,000 great kalpas, but beyond that, I do not know.” The Buddha continued: “If you cannot know to the 
very end of past existences (atftajanman), try then to see after how many future existences 
(anagatajanman) the pigeon will escape [from its animal destiny].” Sariputra then entered into the 
concentration of the knowledge [that has as its object] aspirations ( pranidhdnajndnasamddhi ) and he saw 
that this pigeon would not escape its destiny as a pigeon for one, two, three existences, and so on for 80,000 
great kalpas; but beyond that, he stopped and could see no further. Having come out of the concentration, 
he said to the Buddha: “I see that this pigeon will not escape from its destiny as a pigeon for one, two, three 
existences, and so on for 80,000 great kalpas; but beyond that I know no further. I do not know the limits 
{marydda) of the past and the future, I do not know when this pigeon will escape [from its animal destiny].” 
The Buddha said to Sariputra: “The [existences] of this pigeon surpass the limits knowable by sravakas and 
pratyekabuddhas. This [pigeon will constantly have pigeon existences for great kalpas as numerous as the 
grains of sand of the Ganges (gahgdnadfvdlukopama). When its sin (dpatti) has been expiated, it will come 
out and will transmigrate {samsdrisyati) in the five destinies (pahcagati ); then it will be a human ( manusya) 
and, at the end of five hundred [human] existences, it will acquire keen faculties ( tiksnendriya ). At that 
time there will be a Buddha who, having saved innumerable (apramana) and incalculable {asamkhyeya) 
beings, will enter into nirvana without residue (, nirupadhisesanirvdna ), but his spiritual legacy will remain 
in the world and our man will become a lay adherent observing the five precepts 
(pahcasiksaparigrdhakopdsaka ); hearing a bhiksu praise the qualities of the Buddha, he will first produce 
the mind of bodhicitta ( prathamacittotpada ), then make the aspiration ( pranidhana ) to become a Buddha; 
then for three incalculable periods (, asamkhyayakalpa ), he will practice the six virtues (satpdramitd); 
finally, when he has attained the tenth bhumi, he will become Buddha and, after having saved innumerable 
beings (, apramanasattva ), he will enter into nirvana without residue {nirupadhisesanirvdna)." Then 


41 The avadana of the pigeon is reproduced in the King liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 48, p. 254b-c; Kosa, VII, p. 72 makes 
a brief allusion to it. 
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Sariputra made his confession ( desandkarana ) before the Buddha and said: “If I do not succeed in 
understanding the avadanas of a bird, how could I understand all the dharmas? Now I know how far the 
knowledge of the Buddha extends. In order to possess such knowledge, I would be willing to fall into the 
Avici hell and suffer torments for innumerable kalpas, and I would not consider that to be difficult.” 

It is because he does not understand the dharmas of this kind that Sariputra asks questions. 
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CHAPTER XVII: THE VIRTUE OF GENEROSITY ( P 650F) 


Sutra'. The Buddha said to Sariputra: The bodhisattva-mahasattva who abides in the Prajnaparamita by the 
method of non-abiding ( asthdnayogena ) should fulfill the virtue of generosity by the method of refraining 
(i aparitydgayogena ), by refraining from distinguishing the donor, the recipient and the gift given (Evam 
ukte Bhagavdn ayusmantam Sariputram etad avocat: Ilm Sariputra bodhisattvena mahdsattvena 
prajndpdramitdyam sthitvasthdnayogena ddnapdmitd paripurayitavyd aparitydgayogena 

ddyakapratigrdhakadeydnupalabdhitdm updddya). 


I. DEFINITIONS OF PRAJNAPARAMITA 42 


Sastra: Question. - What is Prajnaparamita? 

Answer. - 1. Some say: The root ( mula ) of pure wisdom (andsravaprajm) is the distinctive characteristic 
of Prajnaparamita. Why? Because the foremost of all the wisdoms ( prajna) is called Prajnaparamita. The 
root of pure wisdom is the [139b] foremost wisdom. This is why the root of pure wisdom is called 
Prajnaparamita. 

Question. - How can the bodhisattva who has not cut the bonds ( bandhana ) practice a pure wisdom 
( andsravaprajna )? 

Answer. - a. Although the bodhisattva has not cut the bonds, he practices a semblance of pure 
Prajnaparamita; this is why it is said that he practices pure Prajnaparamita. It is like the sravaka who 
practices [the four nirvedhabhaghlyas] called heat ( usman ), summit ( murdhan ), patience ( ksanti ) and 
supreme mundane dharma ( laukikdgradharma ): at the beginning, he practices a semblance of the pure 
dharmas ( andsravadharma ) and later it is easy for him to produce the acquiescence that gives rise to the 
knowledge relating to suffering ( duhkhe darmajndnaksanti). 

b. Furthermore, some say that there are two kinds of bodhisattvas: the one who has cut the fetters 
( samyojana ) and is pure ( visuddha ), and the one who has not cut the fetters and is impure. Only the 
bodhisattva who has cut the fetters and is pure can practice the pure Prajnaparamita. 

Question. - But if the bodhisattva has cut the bonds and is pure, why does he still practice the 
Prajnaparamita? 


42 These definitions are continued and developed below in chapiters XXIX and XXX. 

43 The four nirvedhabhdglyas are the preparatory path ( prayogamarga ) leading to ‘understanding of the truths’ 
(satyabhisamaya ). This understanding is a pure ( anasrava ) prajna involving sixteen thoughts; the first is duhkhe 
dharmajnanaksanti by means of which the practitioner destroys any doubt that may remain relative to the suffering 
of Kamadhatu. Cf. Kosa, V, p. iv-v; VI, p. 179; above. Treatise, I, p. 214F, 395F. 
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Answer. - a. Although he has cut the bonds, he has not yet perfected the ten bhumis ( dasabhumi ) [which 
constitute the great bodhisattva’s career], nor has he adorned ( visayana ) the buddhafields ( buddhaksetra ), 
nor converted ( vinayana ) beings; this is why he still practices the Prajnaparamita. 

b. Furthermore, there are two ways of cutting the bonds: 1) cutting the three poisons ( trivisa ) [of passion, 
aggression and ignorance] and detaching one’s mind from the five objects of enjoyment (panca kamaguna) 
favored by men and gods; 2) while being detached from the five objects of enjoyment favored by men and 
gods, not being detached from the five objects of enjoyment that are the fruits of retribution ( vipakaphala ) 
of the bodhisattva qualities ( guna ). This is why the bodhisattva must still practice the Prajnaparamita. 
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[The temptation of Anuruddha ]. 44 - Thus, when the ayusmat A ni lou teou (Anuruddha) was sitting in 


44 The visit of the Manapakayika devatas to Anuruddha is told in a sutra in the Anguttara, IV, p. 262-266 which, 
errors excepted, has no correspondent in the Chinese Ekottaragama. Here is a condensed translation: 

One day, the Buddha was residing at KosambI in the Ghosita park, At that time, the venerable Anuruddha 
had withdrawn and was resting; then numerous deities with channing bodies ( manapakayika devata) came to him, 
greeted him and stood to one side, saying to the venerable Anuruddha: “Venerable Anuruddha, we are the deities of 
charming body; our sovereignty and our power extend in three areas: We are able spontaneously (thanaso) to 
assume whatever color ( varna) we wish; we are able spontaneously to produce whatever sound (sard) we wish; we 
are able to obtain whatever bliss (sukha) we wish. O venerable Anuruddha, we are the deities of charming form and 
we extend our sovereignty and power in these three areas.” 

Then the venerable Anuruddha said to himself: ’’May these goddesses become all blue (nila), with blue 
faces, blue gannents and blue ornaments.” And these goddesses, knowing his mind, became all blue, with blue faces, 
blue garments and blue ornaments. Then he thought: “May they become all yellow (pita ) ..., all red (lohita) ..., all 
white (odata), with white faces, white gannents and white ornaments.” Immediately, knowing his mind, they 
transfonned themselves according to his wishes. 

Then one of the goddesses sang ( gayi ), another danced (nacci), yet another snapped her fingers 
(accharikam vddesi) ... But the venerable Anuruddha averted his senses ( indriyani okkhipi) from them. At once, 
understanding that the venerable Anuruddha was displeased, they disappeared. 

Other details may be found in the Anuruddhasutta of the Samyutta, I, p. 200 (cf. Tsa a han, T 99, no. 1336, 
k. 50, p. 368c; T 100, no. 356, k. 16, p. 490b), and in the commentary of Buddhaghosa in SaratthappakasinI, I, p. 
293-294. Here, in italics is the translation of the sutta, and in roman letters, the translation of the commentary. 

Once the venerable Anuruddha was dwelling among the Kosalas in a forest. 

Then a certain deity, belonging to the Tdvatimsa gods, called Jdmini who was formerly, in the 
immediately preceding lifetime, the wife of the venerable Anuruddha, approached the venerable Anuruddha. 

Having approached him, she spoke the following stanzas to him: 

Turn your mind to where you have formerly lived. 

Among the Tdvatimsa gods, whose every wish is fulfilled; 

Accompanied and surrounded by the daughters of the gods, you shine. 

[Anuruddha replied]: 

The daughters of the gods have an unfortunate destiny, established in a corporeal existence 

And those who desire the daughters of the gods have a bad destiny. 

[JalinI] answered]: 

Those who do not see the Nandana [park], the abode of divine heroes. 

The glorious Thirty-three Gods, do not know bliss. 

[Anuruddha replied]: 

O foolish one, you do not understand the meaning of the arhats ’ saying: 

All formations are transitory, given up to arising and cessation; 

As soon as they arise, they cease; to pacify them is bliss. 

[For me] now there is no further rebirth among the gods. 

When he had said this, the goddess JalinI felt a powerful attraction for the venerable one and she did not have the 
strength to separate from him. Endlessly returning, she swept his cell, brought water for him to rinse his mouth, a 
toothpick, food and drink. The venerable one did not spurn her but accepted her gifts. One day, the venerable one, 
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absorption ( dhyana ) in a forest, some goddesses (devatd), the beautiful Ngai (Trisna), etc., with their 
beautiful and wonderful pure bodies, came to tempt him. Anumddha said: “Let these sisters (bhaginf) 
become blue ( nUavarna ) and not show any mixed colors ( misravarna ).” He wanted to contemplate the 
impurities ( asubha ) [of their bodies] in this way, but he did not succeed in seeing any. And it was the same 
when, at his request, they took on a yellow (pita), red ( lohita ) and white ( avaddta ) color. Then Anumddha 
closed his eyes and did not look at them. He said: “May these sisters go away.” At that moment, the 
goddesses disappeared. - If their celestial shapes ( divyasamsthdna ), the reward of their merits 
( punyavipdka ) intruded [on Anumddha] in this way, what could be said about the five objects of enjoyment 
(panca kdmaguna) that are the fruit of retribution ( vipdkaphala ) of the immense qualities ( apramanaguna ) 
of the bodhisattvas, [except that they solicit the bodhisattva even more]? 

[The Dance of Mahdkdsapa ]. 45 - When [Druma], king of the Kimnaras along with 84,000 Kimnaras came 
to the Buddha to play the lute, sing verses and pay homage to the Buddha, Sumeru, king of the mountains, 
all the trees on the mountains, the people and animals all started to dance. The assembly surrounding the 
Buddha, including Mahakasyapa, could not sit still on their seats. Then the bodhisattva T’ien siu asked the 
ayusmat Mahakasyapa: “Old man, previously you were foremost among those who observe the twelve 
dhutas; why can you not sit still on your seat?” Mahakasyapa answered: “ The five objects of enjoyment of 
the threefold world (traidhatuka) cannot make me agitated, but the superknowledges (abhijna) of the 
bodhisattva [Drama], by virtue of the fruit of retribution of qualities ( gunavipdkabaM ), put me in such a 
state that I am no longer myself and I cannot stay still.” 


whose robe was worn out, was making his begging round; she laid a celestial garment on a pile of garbage and went 
away. Seeing this gannent, the venerable one gathered it up; examining it and recognizing that it was a garment that 
would suit him, he took it away. Out of it he made the threefold monastic robes: two disciples of high rank joined 
Anumddha in making the robe; the teacher furnished the needle. The robe having been made, when the venerable 
one went on his begging round, the goddess procured alms for him. Sometimes alone, sometimes with another, she 
stayed close to the venerable one. Finally, with two companions, she went to the cell of Anumddha and said to him: 
“We are the [goddesses] of charming body ( mandpakdyika) and we take every imaginable shape.” Anumddha said to 
himself: “They speak thus; I must test that; may they become all blue (nilaka)." Knowing the venerable’s mind, they 
became all blue. Then they became yellow (pita), red ( lohita ) and white ( oddta ). They thought: “The venerable one 
appreciates our beauty”, and they began a show: the first one sang (gayi ), the second danced ( nacci ) and the third 
one snapped her fingers ( accharam pahari). But the venerable one averted his senses ( indriyani akkhipi). Then, 
understanding that the venerable one did not appreciate their beauty and, not receiving any affection or sweetness 
from him, they gave up and went away. Seeing them depart, the venerable one wished that they would never return 
and, defining his arhathood, he spoke this stanza: 

The cycle of births is destroyed; there now is no further rebirth. 

On this JalinI, see also Theragatha, v. 908; Dhammapadattha, II, p. 173-175 (tr, Burlingame, Legends, II, 

p. 201-202). 

45 On Kasyapa’s dance to the music of Druma, see above, Treatise, I, p. 615F, n. 2. - On Drama, ibid., p. 609F, n. 4. 
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[139c] The winds that arise from the four cardinal directions cannot shake mount Sumera, but, at the end 
of the great kalpa, the P 7 lan (Vairambha) winds 46 arise and blow on mount Sumera like a pile of straw. 

This is why we know that [in the bodhisattva] one of the two categories of bonds has not been broken. The 
bodhisattva must therefore still practice the Prajnaparamita. This is what the A p’i t’an (Abhidharma) 
explains. 

2. Others also say: The Prajnaparamita is an impure wisdom (, sdsravaprajna). Why? Before the Bodhisattva 
cut his bonds under the bodhi tree, he already had great wisdom ( mahdprajnd) and immense qualities 
(apramanaguna), but his passions ( klesa ) were not yet cut. This is why they say that the Bodhisattva’s 
Prajnaparamita is an impure wisdom ( sdsravaprajna ). 

3. Others also say: During the interval of time between the first production of the mind of bodhi 
( prathamacittotpada ) until his [enlightenment] under the bodhi tree, the wisdom possessed by the 
Bodhisattva is called Prajnaparamita; but once the Bodhisattva becomes Buddha, this Prajnaparamita 
changes its name and is called Sa p ’o ja (sarvajna or omniscience). 

4. Yet others say: Impure wisdom ( sdsravaprajna ) and pure wisdom (, andsravaprajnd ) are together called 
Prajnajnaramita. Why? The bodhisattva contemplates nirvana and travels the Path of the Buddhas; this is 
why his wisdom ( prajnd ) is necessarily pure ( andsrava ). On the other hand, as he has not yet cut the fetters 
(samyojand) and thus has not yet done what has to be done ( akrtakrtya ), his wisdom must have the quality 
of being impure (, sasrava ). 

5. Others also say: The bodhisattva’s Prajnaparamita is pure ( andsarava ), unconditioned ( asamskrta ), 
invisible (, anidarsana ) and free of opposition ( apratigha ). 

6. Others also say: This Prajnaparamita does not have a nature that is perceptible (, anupalabhalaksana ): [it 
cannot be said to be] existent (sat) or nonexistent (as at ), eternal (nitya) or transitory (anitya), empty 
(sunya) or real (. bhuta, satya). This Prajnaparamita is not included in the list of aggregates ( skandha ), 
elements ( dhatu ) and bases of consciousness (dyatana). It is neither conditioned (samskrta) nor 
unconditioned ( asamskida ), neither a dharma nor a non-dharma; it is neither grasped ( grhita ) nor 
abandoned (hdta), neither arisen (utpanna) nor ceased ( niruddha ); it eludes the four alternatives 
(cdtuhkotika) of existence; it encounters no attachment. Just as the flame of a fire ( agnijvdla ) cannot be 
touched ( sprsta ) anywhere because it burns the hand, so the Prajnaparamita cannot be touched because the 
fire of false views (mithyadrsti) would burn [the person who would want to grasp it]. 

Question. - Among all those who have just defined the Prajnaparamita, who are correct? 

Answer. - a. Some say that each of them is right and that they are all true. This is like in the sutra where 
five hundred bhiksus are debating, each in turn, on the two extremes ( antadvaya ) and the Middle Way 
(madhyamd pratipad ) and where the Buddha declares: “All are right.” 

b. Others say that it is those who have answered last who are right. Why? Because they can be neither 
contradicted nor refuted. If it concerned some dharma, no matter how trifling, those who would admit its 


46 These winds have already been mentioned above. Treatise, I, p. 559F, n. 1. 
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existence would be making a mistake and could be contradicted; those who denied its existence could also 
be contradicted. But in this Prajna, there is neither existence nor nonexistence, neither nonexistence nor 
not-nonexistence. In this way, speech (y yavahdra) is no longer valid; it is called tranquility ( sdnti ), 
immensity ( apramdna ), dharma eluding vain proliferation ( nisprapanca ). This is why it can [140a] be 
neither contradicted nor refuted; it is called the true Prajnaparamita. It is faultless excellence ( pravara ). Just 
as a noble cakravartin king subdues his enemies without ever boasting, so the Prajnaparamita can contradict 
all speech ( abhilapa ) and vain proliferation (prapanca ) without itself ever being contradicted. 

c. Finally, in the following chapters, all kinds of explanations ( arthamukha ) will deal with the 
Prajnaparamita and its true nature. 


II. THE METHOD OF NON-DWELLING (p. 656F) 


“Abiding in the Prajnaparamita by the method of non-dwelling ( asthanayogena ), the bodhisattva is able to 
perfect ( paripuri ) the six virtues (satparamitd).” 

Question. - What does this phrase mean? 

Answer. - The bodhisattva who sees ( samanupasyati ) that all dharmas are neither eternal ( nitya ) nor 
transitory ( anitya ), neither painful ( duhkha ) nor pleasant (sukha), neither empty (, sunya ) nor real ( bhuta ), 
neither with self (atmari) nor selfless ( anatman ), neither arising-ceasing ( utpannaniruddha ) nor unborn- 
unceasing ( anutpannaniruddha ), dwells in the profound Prajnaparamita without grasping at its 
characteristics ( nimittodgrahana ). This is called residing in it by the method of non-dwelling 
(i asthdnayoga ); if one grasped the characteristics of Prajnaparamita, that would be residing in it by the 
method of dwelling ( sthdnayoga ). 

Question. - If one does not grasp the characteristics ( nimitta ) of Prajnaparamita, the mind is without 
attachment (dsakti, adhyavasdna). Thus the Buddha has said: “All dharmas have desire ( kdma ) as their 
root.” How can the person who does not grasp [the characteristics] perfect (paripuri ) the six virtues? 

Answer. - Out of compassion ( karund) for beings, the bodhisattva first makes the vow (pranidhdna ) to 
liberate all beings. By the virtue of exertion (viryapdramita), and even though he knows that all dharmas 
are unborn (anutpanna), unceasing (aniruddha), like nirvana (nirvanasama), he continues to exert his 
qualities (guna) and he fulfills the six virtues. Why? Because he abides in the Prajnaparamita by the 
method of non-dwelling. This is what is called abiding in the Prajnaparamita by the method of non¬ 
dwelling. 
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CHAPTER XVIII: PRAISE OF THE VIRTUE OF 
GENEROSITY (p. 658F) 


Question. - What are the benefits ( anusamsa ) of generosity {dandy 1 that make the bodhisattva dwelling in 
the Prajnaparamita perfect the virtue of generosity ( ddnaparam it a) ? 

Answer. - Generosity presents all kinds of benefits. Generosity is a precious treasure ( ratnakosa ) that 
always follows its originator; generosity destroys suffering and brings happiness to people; generosity is 
the kind tutor who shows the path to heaven (svargamdrga); generosity is the good prefect who seduces 
( samgrhndti ) honest people [note: generosity captivates honest people, that is why it is said to seduce 
them]; generosity is a safe haven {yogaksema ): when the end of life approaches, the mind [of the donor] is 
free of fear (visdrada); generosity is a mark of loving-kindness {maitrmimitta), capable of saving all 
beings; generosity is an accumulation of happiness ( sukhasamuccaya ), capable of destroying suffering; 
generosity is a great general ( sendpati ), able to vanquish avarice (matsarya); generosity is a wonderful 
fruit. Loved by gods and [140b] men, generosity is a pure path ( visuddhimarga ) traveled by the noble 
aryas; generosity is an accumulation of good (, kusalasamuccaya ), the entryway to the qualities 
( gunadvdra ); generosity is a good action (kusalacarya), the seed of a marvelous fruit; generosity is a 
meritorious action ( punyakarma ), the mark of an honest man; generosity destroys poverty ( ddridya ) and 
suppresses the three lower destinies {durgati)] generosity protects the fruit of merit; generosity is the prime 
condition {prathamapmtyaya ) for nirvana. Generosity is the rule for entering into a group of honest 
people; it is a reservoir of praise (stuti) and eulogy (varnana); it is the virtue that permits easy entry into 
assemblies; it is the house where the mind is without regret (vipratisdra); it is the root of good dharmas and 
of practicing the Path (margacaryd); it is the jungle of many joys ( nandana ); it is the field of merit 
(punyaksetra) that assure wealth, nobility and safety {yogaksema ); it is the bridge (, setu ) for obtaining the 
Path {mdrgalabhd) and nirvana; it is the favorite practice of the aryas, of great men ( mahapurusa ) and 
sages {jnanin ); it is a model proposed for men of little virtue and little intelligence. 


47 The five benefits of generosity {ddna anisamsa) have been pointed out by the Buddha in the SThasutta (Aiiguttara, 
III, p. 38-41); Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 24, p. 680c; k. 51,p. 826a); the first four concern the present life {saditthika), 
the fifth, the future life ( samparayika ): the generous teacher of generosity {dayaka danapati) is cherished and 
appreciated by many people bahuno janassa piyo hoti mandpo), good honest people love him {santo sappurisa 
bhajanti); an excellent repute is attached to his name ( kalyano kittisaddo abbhuggacchati)\ whatever assembly he 
enters, he enters fearlessly and without worry (yad dad eva parisam upasankamati ... visarado upasankamati 
amankubhuto); after the destruction of his body after death, he is reborn in a blessed heavenly realm {kayassa bheda 
parammarana sugatim saggam lokam upapajjati). 

This chapter of the Mpps develops these five points somewhat; this is one of the homilies on generosity so 
often encountered; cf. Siksasamuccaya, p. 19-34; Bodhicaryavatara, chap. II, v. 2-23; Divyavadana, chap. XXXIV, 
p. 481-483; sermons on generosity, morality, heaven, preached to lay people, Kosa, IV, p. 70, n. - Modem works: 
Oltramare, Theosophie, p. 408; Dutt, Aspects, p. 297; Lav., Morale bouddhique, p. 50-51. 
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[The sage and the fool in the //re] 48 - When a house is burning, the sharp-witted man perceives clearly 
under what conditions the blaze is developing and, before the fire reaches him, he hastens to retrieve his 
wealth; although his dwelling is completely consumed, he has saved all his precious belongings; he can 
then rebuild a new home. In the same way, the generous man knows that his body is perishable and fragile 
and that his wealth is not eternal; he profits from the right moment to cultivate merit (punyabhdvand ), just 
like the man who saves his wealth from the fire; in his future existences he will enjoy happiness, just like 
this man who rebuilds his home, resumes his business and quite naturally enjoys happiness and profit. As 
for the stupid man, he knows only how to hold greedily onto his house; in his haste to make plans to save it, 
he panics, loses all acuteness and, under the action of the violent wind and inaccessible flames, the earth 
and bricks of his house are completely burned; in the space of a murmur, the destruction is complete. As he 
has saved nothing in his house, his wealth also is destroyed; suffering from hunger and stiff with cold, he is 
unhappy and attacked by suffering until the end of his life. This is likewise the miserly man ( matsarin ); he 
ignores the fact that his body and his life are not eternal and that, in the space of a moment, it becomes 
impossible for him to save them; instead of (busying himself) with that, he amasses (riches) and guards 
them jealously; but death overtakes him unexpectedly and suddenly he dies; his physical shape melts away 
into the earth; his wealth with all its appurtenances leave him; he is like the fool who is unhappy and 
crushed by suffering for having lacked foresight. The man with clear intelligence, on the other hand, is able 
to understand; he knows that the body is like a magic show ( mdyd), that wealth cannot be kept, that 
everything is impermanent ( anitya ) and that only meritorious action (punya ) offers stable support; therefore 
he works to draw men from the ford of suffering and he penetrates into the great Path. 

Furthermore, the great man who, with his great mind, practices great generosity, serves himself; but the 
mediocre man who, out of weakness, serves nobody does not even assure his own interest. 49 

And just as a hero (sura), seeing his enemy, is inevitably drawn to destroy him, so the wise man who, in his 
prudence, has understood his duty well, no matter how violent his enemy greed (; matsarya ) is, he is capable 
of subduing it and will inevitably bend it to his wishes. Finding a field of merit ( punyaksetra ) and meeting 
the propitious occasion [note: i.e., the time when it is proper to give; when one encounters it and does not 
give, one ‘misses the opportunity’], and he understands what has to be done and with the right mind 
(samyakcitta), he practices great generosity. 

Finally, the man who practices sublime generosity is venerated ( satkrta ) by people; like the newly arisen 
moon that everyone admires, his good renown [140c] and fame spread throughout the world; he is trusted 
by everyone. The person who practices sublime generosity is esteemed by the noble ones and respected by 
the lowly; when the end of his life approaches, his heart has no fear. 

These are the fruits of reward (vipdkaphala) obtained in the present existence ( ihajanma ): like the flowers 
and fruits of the trees, they innumerable ( aprameya ). Likewise in the future existence (pararajanma ), the 


44 Here the Mpps reproduces the text of the first page of the Tchong king siuan tsa p’i yu, T 208, no. 1, k. 1, p. 531 
(cf. Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 68-69, the translation of which is used here). This compilation is the work of the 
Indian (?) monk Tao li; It was translated by Kumarajiva in 405, the same year as the Treatise. 

49 Kosa, IV, p. 234, explains in what conditions generosity is of benefit to oneself, to others, to both, to none. 
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merit [will be rewarded]. When the wheel of samsara turns, one is led to the five destinies (pancagati ); 
there are no relatives to support one; there is only generosity that counts. If one is reborn among gods 
( deva ) or men ( manusya ) and one obtains a pure fruit (visuddhaphala), it is due to generosity; if, as an 
animal ( tiiyagyoni ) - elephant or horse - one is well-stabled and well-fed, that too is a result of generosity. 
The virtue of generosity ( ddna ) is [to procure] wealth, nobility and joy. The person who keeps the precepts 
(sila) is reborn among the gods; trance (, dhydna ), knowledge (jnana), purity of mind ( cittavisuddhi ) assure 
nirvana. The merit inherent in generosity is the equipment ( sambhdra ) for the Path of nirvana: indeed, by 
thinking of the gifts [which one has made], one rejoices; by rejoicing, one settles one’s mind ( ekacitta ); by 
settling the mind, one contemplates impermanence ( anityatd) of birth and death ( utpadanirodha ); by 
contemplating the impermanence of birth and death, one obtains the Path ( marga ). 

When one wants to have shade ( chdyd ), flowers (puspa) or fruit (phala ), one plants a tree. It is the same 
when one is looking for reward ( vipdka ) by means of generosity: happiness in the present lifetime 
( ihajanma) and future lifetime ( cipcirqjanma ) is like the shade; the state of sravaka and pratyekabuddha is 
like the flower; the state of Buddha is like the fruit. 

These are the various qualities ( guna) of generosity. 
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CHAPTER XIX: THE CHARACTERISTICS OF 
GENEROSITY ( P . 662F) 


I. DEFINITION OF GENEROSITY 


Question. - What is danal 

Answer. - Dana means generosity; it is a good volition associated with the mind 
(cittasamprayuktakusalacetana ). Some say that a physical or vocal action ( kdyavdkkarman ) that comes 
from this good volition is also called dana 50 

According to others, when there is a person endowed with faith ( sraddhdvat ), a field of merit 
( punyaksetra ) and a material object (amisadravya), and when these three things are brought together, the 
mind ( citta ) produces a thought of renunciation ( paritydgadharma ) capable of destroying avarice 
(; matsarya ), which is called dana. Just as by means of the dharma of loving-kindness ( maitndharma ), the 
mind conceives loving-kindness ( maitri) by considering the happiness of others (sattvasukha), so by means 
of the mental event ( caitta or caitasikadhanna ) called generosity, when the three things come together, the 
mind produces a dharma of renunciation {paritydgadharma ) that is able to destroy greed {matsarya}. 51 


50 Generosity is an action consisting essentially of ‘the volition to give’; from this volition there can follow a 
physical action, the gesture of giving a gift, or a vocal action, e.g., the preaching of the holy Dharma. It is in this way 
that the volition of giving, which constitutes the properly called generosity, can be completed by an effective action, 
the gift or the preaching. This is in agreement with the definition given by the Buddha in Ariguttara, III, p. 45: 
Cetanaham bhikkhave kammam vadami, cetayitva kammam karoti kayena vacaya manasd : “I say, O monks, that 
action is volition; having wished, one acts with body, speech or mind.” The correct interpretation of this text is in 
Madli. karika, XVII, v, 2-3: Cetana cetayitva ca karmaktam paramarsina ... tatra yac cetanety uktam karma tan 
manasam smrtam, cetayitva ca yat tuktam tat tu kayikavacikam: “Volition and action-after-having-willed, the 
supreme Sage has said ... On the one hand, the action called volition is called mental ( mdnasa ); on the other hand, 
the action-after-having-willed is physical ( kayika ) or vocal (vacika).” And the Madli. vrtti explains (p. 306-307): 
"Because it is achieved by the mind {manas) alone, because it does not depend on the activity of the body and the 
voice, volition {cetana) associated with just the mental consciousness {manovijhdna) is called ‘mental action’ 
{manasam karmari). However, the second, called ‘action-after-having-willed’ (cetayitva karman ) is, for its part, 
physical {kayika) and vocal {vacika). The action that one carries out after having mentally said to oneself: “I will act 
in such and such a way with body and speech”, this action is called ‘action-after-having-willed’. The latter is 
twofold, physical and vocal, because it is related to the body and to the speech and because it is achieved thanks to 
them. Thus, action is threefold: bodily, vocal and mental.” - On this subject, see also Kathavatthu, II, p. 393; 
AthasalinI, p. 88; Karmasiddhiprakarana, p. 8, 63; Madh. avatara, p. 190 (tr. Museon, 191 l,p. 245; Panjika, p. 472; 
Kosa, IV, p. 1-2. - Modern works: Lav. Morale bouddhique, p. 122-126. 

51 In other words, when there is a donor {dayaka), a thing to give {deya) and a recipient ( pratigrahaka ), in the 
donor’s mind there is produced a dharma of renunciation (paritydgadharma ), i.e., a willingness to give which 
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II. VARIOUS KINDS OF GENEROSITY 


1. Gifts belonging to the three realms. 

There are three types of gifts: those that belong to the desire realm ( kdmadhdtvavacara ), those that belong 
to the form realm ( rupadhdtvavacara ) and those that do not belong to any realm ( anavacara ). 

Generosity, a dharma associated with mind ( cittasamprayuktadharma ), functions with the mind 
(cittaparivartin ) and arises with it ( cittasahaja ). This is not a substantial dharma ( rupadharma ) playing the 
role of condition (pratyayd); it is not an action (karmari) or an associate of action ( karmasamprayukta ) 
functioning with the action and arising with it; it does not come from retribution of previous actions. This is 
all explained fully in the Abhidharma. 

2. Pure generosity and impure generosity 

There are two other kinds of generosity, pure generosity ( visuddhaddna ) and impure generosity 
(i avisuddhadana ). Impure generosity is generosity [141a] improperly carried out. Generosity that has as its 
motivation interest, arrogance, aversion, fear, desire to seduce someone, fear of death, teasing, the wish to 
claim equality with wealthy people, rivalry, jealousy, pride ( abhimana ) and the desire to elevate oneself 
(dtmotkarsa), desire for fame, spells, the anxiety to avoid misfortune and to gain benefit, the wish to 
influence an assembly, or again generosity carried out in a trifling and disrespectful way, all these are also 
called impure generosity." 2 


constitutes the gift properly speaking. The merit produced by means of abandoning ( tyaganvayapunya ) results from 
this willingness to give, a merit which results from the sole fact of abandoning. To the latter, may be added another: 
the merit produced by rejoicing ( paribhaganvayapunya ), the merit that results from the enjoyment, by the person 
who receives, of the object given (cf. Kosa, IV, p. 244). But it is not indispensable and often will be absent, e.g., in 
the gift given to a caitya, where no one is favored by the gift. Nevertheless, because of the devotion of the faithful 
one who is giving to the caitya, the gift to the caitya keeps the fundamental merit resulting from the fact of 
renunciation. This is similar to the meditation on loving-kindness ( maitri ) where no one receives and yet a merit is 
born for the benevolent one by means of the very power of his mind of loving-kindness (Kosa, IV, p. 244-245). 

52 The various motivations that can inspire the giver are listed in a list of eight danavastus that may be found, with 
some variations, in DIgha, III, p. 258; Anguttara, IV, p. 236-237; Kosa, IV, p. 239. According to the latter source, 
the following should be distinguished: i) the asadya gift (the gift between persons close to one another; ii ) the gift 
given out of fear (what a person does who sees that the object is about to cease); Hi) the gift given “because he has 
given to me” ( adcin me danam iti danam ); iv) the gift given “so that he will give to me” ( dasyati ); v) the gift given 
“because my father and my grandfather gave” (dattapurvam me pitrbhis ca pitamahais ceti danam); vi) the gift 
given to attain heaven ( svargartham ); vii) the gift given with an eye to repute ( kirtyartham ); viii) the gift given to 
adorn the mind ( cittalamkdrdrtham ) of the rddhis ; to ripen the mind ( cittapariskardrtham ) of members of the Path; 
to equip with the view of practice (yogasambharartham ); to attain the supreme goal ( uttammarthasya prdptaye). 
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Pure generosity is that which shows characteristics opposite to those just mentioned. Furthermore, pure 
generosity is the gift made in view of the Path ( marga); having arisen from a pure mind, 
(visuddhacittotpanna ), free of the fetters ( samyojanarahita ), not looking for happiness here below or up 
above ( ilmparatrasukha ), a gift made with respect ( satkdra ) and out of compassion (karuna). " This pure 
gift is a provision (sambhdra) for the Path and for nirvana; this is why we said that it is made in view of the 
path. Although one has not attained nirvana, generosity is the cause of a happy retribution ( sukhavipaka ) 
[in the world of men ( manusya ) and of gods ( deva )]. The perfume ( vdsand) of the fruit of retribution 
(vipdkaphala) obtained by pure generosity, made in view of nirvana, is comparable in its purity and its 
freshness to the fragrance of a garland of flowers ( puspamukuta ) barely opened and not yet faded. The 
Buddha said: “In the world, there are two men hard to find ( durabhisambhava ): i) among the mendicants 
(pravrajita ), a definitively liberated (, asamayavimukta ) bhiksu; if) among the householders 
(,grhasthdvaddtavasana ), a man who knows how to practice pure generosity.” 54 This pure generosity 
extends over innumerable lifetimes ( aprameyajanman); it does not disappear from lifetime to lifetime; it is 
like a contract that never expires. 55 This generosity bears its fruit [when it meets] the complex of conditions 
( pratyayasdmagri ) and favorable time ( kdla)', 5h it is like the tree ( vrksa ) that, in season, produces leaves 


i.e., to attain the quality of arhat or nirvana. - See also Anguttara, IV, p. 61. - Only the gift made in view of the Path 
and of nirvana is truly pure; its ten aspects are described in Bodh. bhumi, p. 133-135. 

53 The excellence of a gift is partially due to the excellence of the donor; the good donor is the one who gives with 
faith ( sraddhaya ), with respect ( satkrtya ), with his hand ( svahastena ) at the right time (kalena), without harming 
anyone ( paran anupcihatya). Cf. Dlgha, II, p. 357; Anguttara, III, p. 172; Kosha, IV, p. 235. 

Anguttara, I, p. 49: Dve ‘mani bhikkhave padhandni durabhisambhavani lokasmim. Kcitamdni dve? Yan ca 
gihmam agaram ajjhdvasatam avarapindapatasendsanagildnapaccay-abhesajjaparikkhdranuppadanattham 
padhanam, yan ca cigdrasmd anagdriyam pabbajitdnam sabbupadhipatinisaggatthaya padhdnam:: “Two kinds of 
efforts, O monks, are hard to realize in the world: the exertion of householders to provide clothing, food, seats, 
medicines and provisions; the exertion of those who have left home and embraced the wandering life to escape from 
all the conditionings of existence.” 

55 The comparison of action to a contract, a debt, is used by the Sammitlyas to illustrate their doctrine on the ‘non¬ 
cessation’ ( avipranasa ) of actions; cf. Madh. vrtti, p. 317-318: “ “When action arises, it engenders a non-cessation 
(avipranasa) of itself in the series of the agent, an entity dissociated from the mind and comparable to the page on 
which debts (rnapattra) are recorded. Therefore we know that the avipranasa is like the page and the action giving 
rise to this entity called avipranasa is like the debt. And just as a rich man does not lose his money when he lends it 
because the debt is written down on the page, just as he will recover his money fivefold at the desired time, so the 
action that has ceased, being recorded in the avipranasa entity, brings the proper fruit to the agent. Just as the page 
on which the debts are inscribed expires when the money is repaid to the lender and is no longer able - whether it 
exists or no longer exists - to cause the money to be repaid again, so the avipranasa - whether it exists or no longer 
exists - is incapable of causing a new retribution, like an expired debt.” On this theory, which almost all the 
Buddhist schools reject, see also Madh. avatara, p. 126, 1. 12 (tr. Museon, 1910, p. 318); Karmasiddhiprakarana, p. 
86 seq.; above, Treatise, I, p. 347F. 

A reminiscence of the well-known stanza of the Vinayas, the Divyavadana and the Avadanasataka: 
na pranasyanti karmdni kalpakotisatair api, 
samagrim prdpya kdlam caphalanti khalu dehindm. 
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(parna ), flowers (puspa) and fruit (phala ); even though the season has not come, the cause ( hetu ) remains, 
but there is no fruit. 

This dharma of generosity favors the adept (read Too jen) if he seeks the Path. Why is that? Nirvana is 
called the cessation of the fetters ( samyojananirodha ). Now, when generosity is practiced, the afflictions 
( klesa ) diminish. 57 Thus generosity favors nirvana. Actually, i) by sacrificing the thing to be given 
(< deyadravya ), greed (; mdtsarya ) is opposed; ii) by honoring the receiver of the gift ( pratigrahaka ), envy 
(Trya) is opposed; iii) by giving with the right mind, hypocrisy ( mraksa ) is opposed; iv) by giving resolutely 
( ekacitta ), discursiveness (read Tiao , 64 and 8 = auddhatya) is opposed; v) by giving after deeply reflecting 
(gambhiramanasikara ), regret ( kaukrtya ) is opposed; vi) by appreciating the qualities of the receiver, lack 
of respect ( anarcand ) is opposed; vii) by concentrating the mind, shamelessness (dhrikya) is opposed; viii) 
by knowing the fine qualities ( guna) of people, impudence ( anapatrdpya ) is opposed; ix) by being detached 
from material goods (amisadravya), craving ( trsnd) is opposed; x) by having compassion (karund) for the 
receiver, anger ( krodha ) is opposed; xi) by paying respect to the receiver, pride (, abhimdna ) is opposed; xii) 
by knowing how to practice the good dharmas, ignorance ( avidyd) is opposed; xiii) by believing in the fruit 
of retribution (vipdkaphala), wrong view ( mithyddrsti ) is opposed; xiv) by knowing the inevitability 
(niyama) of retribution ( vipdka ), doubt ( vicikitsd) is opposed. All these kinds of bad afflictions are 
decreased when generosity is practiced and all kinds of good dharmas are acquired. 

[141b] When generosity is practiced, the six sense organs (sadindriya) are purified ( prasanna ) and a good 
mind of desire ( kusalakdmacitta ) is produced. When this is produced, the inner mind ( adhydtmacitta) is 
purified. When the virtues (guna) of the fruit of retribution (vipdkaphala) are considered, a mind of faith 
(sraddhacitta) is produced. The body (kayo) and the mind (citta) become softened (mrdutaruna), joy 
(ananda) arises. Joy having arisen, a ‘single-mindedness’ (ekacitta) is obtained, thanks to which real 
wisdom (bhutaprajnd) is produced: these are the good dharmas that are acquired. 

Furthermore, when generosity is practiced, the mind realizes a type of eightfold noble Path 
(dstdhgikamdrga) : 58 /') by believing in the fruit of generosity (ddnaphala), right view (samyagdrsti) is 
obtained; ii) because the thinking (manasikara) inherent in this right view is not disturbed, right concept 
(samyaksamkalpa) is obtained; iii) because physical activities are purified (kdyacaiyd), right action is 
obtained (samyakkarmmanta); v) because reward (vipdka) is not sought after, right livelihood 
(samyagdjfva) is obtained; vi) because one gives with diligence, right effort (samyagvydydma) is obtained; 


“Actions do not perish even after millions of cosmic periods. Meeting with the complex of conditions and the 
favorable time, they bear fruit for the possessor of the body.” 

87 Great fruits are promised for the generosity accomplished by a person endowed with morality ( silavat ) who, 
according to the Anguttara, is free of the five faults and provided with five qualities. The five faults, viz., sensual 
desire (kdma) and the desire of action ( chanda); maliciousness (vyapada); laziness (styana) and languor ( middha ); 
agitation ( auddhatya ) and regret (kaukrtya) and finally, doubt ( vicikitsd ) are borrowed from the list of 
paryavasthanas which the practice of generosity helps to eliminate. The Mpps has already given a complete list of 
the (cf. Treatise, I, p. 424F). 

58 This dstdhgikamdrga is frequently mentioned and explained in the canonical scriptures; see Rhys Davids-Stede, 
s.v. magga. 
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vii) because one is not scattered in thinking about generosity, right attention ( samyaksmrti ) is obtained; viii) 
because the settling of the mind ( cittasthiti ) is not disturbed, right concentration ( samyaksamadhi ) is 
obtained. - In the same way, when generosity is practiced, something similar to the thirty-seven good 
dharmas ( kusaladharma ) 59 are produced in the mind. 

Furthermore, some say that generosity is the cause and condition ( hetupratyaya) for obtaining the thirty- 
two marks ( dvatrimsallaksana ). 60 Why is that? 

1) When one gives, it is with a firm mind (drdhacitta) and one obtains the mark consisting of having the 
feet well-planted ( supratisthitapadatala ). 

2) When one gives, one provides five things to the receiver 61 and, as a result of these provisions ( parivara ), 
one obtains the mark consisting of having wheels on the soles of the feet ( adhastdt pddatalayos cakre jdte). 

3) By giving with heroic strength ( mahasurabala ), one obtains the mark consisting of having a broad heel 
(dyatapddapdrsni). 

4) Because generosity wins people over ( samgrhnati ), one obtains the mark consisting of having webbed 
hands and feet (Jdldngulihastapdda ). 

5-6) Because one gives tasty food (; madhurasahara ), one obtains the marks consisting of having soft and 
delicate hands and feet ( mrdutarunapanipada ) and the seven parts of the body well-rounded ( saptotsada ). 

7-8) Because the gift serves to maintain life, one obtains the marks consisting of having long fingers 
( dirghanguli ) and the body tall and straight ( brhadrjukdya ). 

9-10) When one gives, one says: “May I be useful”, and the generous disposition ( ddnacitta ) increases; this 
is why one obtains the marks consisting of having a high instep (utsarigacarana) and hair standing up 
(urdhvdgraroma). 

11) Before giving, one listens attentively ( ekacittena ) to what the supplicant is asking and, as one takes care 
that he acquires it quickly, one obtains the mark consisting of having limbs like an antelope 
( aineyajangha ). 

12) As one does not become irritated and one does not treat the supplicant lightly, one obtains the mark 
consisting of having the arms come down to the knees (jdnupralambabdhu ). 


59 These are the thirty-seven bodhipaksikadharmas, listed and discussed in, e.g., Visuddhimagga, p. 678 seq. 

60 The thirty-two marks of the Great Man have already been described in detail in the Mpps (cf. Treatise, I, p. 272- 
279F). That generosity favors their attainment has been noted by the Lakkhanasutta of the Dlgha, III, p. 145, 146, 
which notes that by distributing gifts ( danasamvibhage ), one obtains the mark consisting of having the soles of the 
feet well-planted on the ground; that by making gifts with all their accessories ( saparivdram danarri), one obtains the 
mark of having wheels on the soles of the feet, etc. But we should not forget that other virtues also contribute to the 
production of the thirty-two marks; see among other texts, Abhisamayalamkaraloka, ed. Wogihara, p. 918-919. 

61 “The generous donor, by giving food, gives five things: life, color, strength, pleasure and intelligence”; passage 
from Aiiguttara, III, p. 42, already cited by the Mpps (c. Treatise, I, p. 218F). 
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13) As one gives according to the wishes of the supplicant and without waiting for him to speak, one 
obtains the mark consisting of having [one’s privy parts] enclosed in a sheath ( kosagatavastiguhya ). 

14-15) As one gives fine garments ( vastra ), seats ( sayandsana ), gold and silver ( suvarnarajata ), pearls and 
jewels ( maniratna ), one obtains the marks consisting of having a golden-colored ( suvarnavarna ) body and 
fine skin ( suksmacchavi ). 

16-17) As one gives in such a way that the recipient {pratigrdhaka ) alone enjoys full ownership (aisvarya), 
one obtains the marks consisting of having a hair growing from each of one’s pores ( ekaikaroma ) and a tuft 
of white hair between the eyebrows (urnd bhruvor madhye jata). 

18-19) One finds out what the supplicant wants and gives it to him. For this act, one obtains the marks 
consisting of having a chest like a lion ( simhapurvdrdhakdya ) and perfectly rounded shoulders 
(susam vrttaskandha). 

20-21. Because one has given medicines ( bhaisajya ) to the sick ( gldna ) and food (dhdra ) to those who are 
hungry and thirsty, one obtains the marks consisting of having the bottom of the armpits plump 
(citantarama) and obtaining the best of tastes ( rasarasdgmprdpta ). 

22-23) When one is giving, one encourages people to take comfort by practicing generosity. Thus 
preparing the way for generosity, one obtains the marks consisting of having the head crowned by a 
protuberance ( usmsasirsa ) and the body rounded like the nyagrodha tree ( nyagrodhaparimandala ). 

24-26) When one agrees to give what the supplicant wants and if one expresses oneself delicately with 
gentleness in true words ( satyavdda ), without resorting to lying ( mrsdvada ), one obtains the marks 
consisting of having a broad tongue ( prabhutajihvd), a brahmic voice ( brahmasvara ) and a voice pleasant 
like that of the sparrow ( kalavinkabhdna ). 

[141c] 27) While giving, when one expresses oneself in words in harmony with the truth and loving-kindly 
speech, one obtains the mark consisting of having the jaw of a lion (simhahanu). 

28-29) When one gives, one honors the recipient and, as the mind is pure ( visuddha ), one obtains the marks 
consisting of having white teeth ( sukladanta ) set very close together ( aviraladanta ). 

30) When giving, if one expresses oneself truthfully ( satyavdda ) in coherent speech ( samghdtvdda ), one 
obtains the mystical mark of having forty teeth ( catvdrimsaddanta ). 

31-32) While giving, if one is not irritated, is detached, has an even mind ( samacitta ) while thinking about 
one’s neighbor, one obtains the marks consisting of having blue eyes ( abhinflanetra ) with eyelashes like 
those of the king of the oxen ( gopaksmanetra ). 

Thus generosity plants the causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ) for the thirty-two marks. 
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Finally, by means of the generosity of the seven jewels ( saptaratna ): people (Jana), vehicles (ydna), gold 
and silver (suvarnarajata), lamps (dipa), houses ( grha ), perfumes ( gandha ) and flowers (puspa), one 
becomes a cakravartin king furnished with the seven jewels. 62 




Furthermore, the reward (vipaka) attributed to generosity increases ( vardhate ) in the following cases: 63 

1) When the gift is made at the appropriate time (kdladdna). The Buddha said: “Giving to the one who is 
going afar ( gamika ), giving to the one who gas come from afar (dgantukd), giving to the sick (gland), 
giving to the care-giver (gldnopasthdyaka), giving during difficult times of wind ( vdtalikd) or cold 
(sftalikd): these are gifts given at the desired time (kdladdna). 64 


62 The seven jewels of the cakravartin are the wheel (cakra), the elephant ( hastin ), the horse (asva), the treasure 
(mani), the queen (stri), the majordomo (grhapati) and the minister ( parinayaka ). They are listed in Dlgha, II, p. 16 
seq.; II, p. 172 seq., Ill, p. 59; Majjhima, III, p. 172; Samyutta, V, p. 99; Lalitavistara, p. 14-18; Mahavastu, I, p. 
108. 

63 The question of the increase of merit ( punyavrddhi ) is studied in Mahacundasutra, which has nothing in common 
with the Mahacundasutta of the Aiiguttara, III, p. 355 seq, nor with the Cundasutta of the Suttanipata, verse 83-90, 
but has been preserved for us in the Kosavyakhya, p. 353-354, and in two Chinese translations: Tchong a han, T 26, 
no. 7, k. 2, p. 427c; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 35, p. 741c. Here is a summary: “There are seven meritorious material 
actions (aupadhika punyakriyavastu) ... : when a faithful person (sraddha), a son or daughter of noble family, is 
invested with them, whether he is walking, standing, sleeping or waking, the merit increases (cibhivardhate) with 
unceasing intensity (satatasamita)', the merit adds up (upajayata eva punyam). What are these seven material acts? 
The son or daughter of noble family: 1. gives a garden to the Assembly of monks of the four directions ( caturdisaya 
bhiksusamghayardma pratipadayati); 2. builds a monastery in this garden (tasminn svarame viharam 
pratisthapayati); 3. provides seats for this monastery (tasminn eva vihare sayanasanam prayacchati); 4. provides 
generous alms for this monastery ( tasminn eva vihare dhruvabhiksam prajhapayati); 5. gives gifts to strangers and 
travelers (agantukaya gamikdya va danam dadati)\ 6. gives gifts to the sick and to the care-taker ( glandya 
glcinopasthayakaya va danam dadati ); 7. when it is cold (sitalikd). windy (vdtalika) or raining (varsika), he provides 
and gives food, sweets or boiled rice (bhaktdni va tarpanani va yavagcipcmani va tani 
samehdvd bhinirhrtv dnunravacchati) to the Assembly.” 

In the explanation that follows, the Mpps will mention more of these material virtuous acts. 

64 In this definition of kdladdna, the Mpps mentions the fifth, sixth and seventh material meritorious actions listed in 
the preceding note. - Another definition occurs in Aiiguttara, III, p. 41: Pahc’imani bhikkhave kaladanani. Katamani 
panca? Agantukassa danam deti, gamikassa danam deti. gilanassa danam deti. yani tani navasassani navaphalani, 
tani pathamam silavantesu patitthapati: “There are, O monks, five gifts at the appropriate time. What are these five? 
One gives to the one who is arriving, one gives to the one who is departing, one gives to the sick, one gives at time 
of famine, the first fruits of field and orchard one gives first of all to virtuous people.” - The same phrase in Tseng yi 
a han, T 125, k. 24, p. 681b, with the following gloss: “the first fruits of field and orchard are presented first of all to 
virtuous and vigorous (viryavat) people; only afterwards does one eat them oneself.” 
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2) When one is directed, in one’s gifts, by the needs of the region. 

3) When one gives on a desert trail. 

4) When one gives ceaselessly and uninterruptedly. 

5) When one gives according to the desires of the requester. 

6) When one gives things of value. 

7) When one gives gardens (drama), pools ( hrada ), etc., to the good people of the monasteries ( vihdra ). 

8) When one gives to the Community ( sa“gha ). 

9) When the giver ( ddyaka ) and the receiver ( pratigrdhaka ) are both virtuous. 65 [Note: if these are the 
buddhas and bodhisattvas who give out of loving-kindness ( maitncitta ), they are the ‘donors’; but if it is to 
the buddhas and bodhisattvas, the arhats and pratyekabuddhas that one is giving, they are the ‘recipients’.] 

10) When one honors the recipient in all manners of ways. 

11) When one gives rare (, durlabha ) things. 

12) When one gives absolutely all that one has. 


65 In MajjhimaJII, p. 257, it is said that the gift given by a detached person to a detached person is the best of 
material gifts (yo vitarago vitaragesu dadati... tam va danam dmisadanam vipulan ti brumi). See also Kosa, IV, p. 
238. 
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[The complete gift of the painter Karna]. 66 - Thus in the city of Fou kai lo (Puskaravati) 67 of the Ta Yue 
tche, there was a painter ( citrakara ) named Ts ’ien na (read Kie na = Kama) 68 who went to the kingdom of 
To tch ’a che lo (Taksasila) 69 of the eastern region (purvadesa ). Having painted there abroad for thirty years, 


66 The story of Kama is told in the following sources: A very mutilated fragment of the Kalpanamanditika, ed. 
Liiders, p. 148-149; Ta tchouang yen louen king, T 201, no. 21, k. 4, p. 279a-280a (tr. Huber, Sutralamkara, p. 117- 
119); Tsa pao tsang king, T 203, no. 42, k. 4, p. 468a-b (tr. summarized in Chavannes, Contes, III, p. 40); Ling liu yi 
siang, T 2121, k. 44, p. 228c (reproducing the present passage of the Mpps). 

67 Kama was a native of Puskaravati (T 201), “of the country of Gandhara and the city of Puskaravati” (T 203). 
Here the Mpps is more precise: Kama is a native of the city of Puskaravati ‘of the Ta Yue-tche’; he came to the 
kingdom of Taksasila ‘in the eastern direction’; there, ‘abroad’, he painted for twelve years. This passage sheds 
some light on the place of origin and the date of the Mpps. A text that situates Taksasila in the eastern direction can 
hardly have been composed anywhere but in Kapisa or in Gandhara. According to the Chinese custom, Kumarajlva, 
the translator of the Mpps, here means, by Ta Yuen-tche, the Kusana monarch. Actually, whereas “various countries 
all call [this land] the country of the king of Kouei chouang (Kusana), the Chinese, departing from the old name, 
[continue to] say the Ta Yue-tche” (Heou-Han chou, , tr. P. Pelliot, Tokhcirien et Koutcheen , JA, Jan.-Mar. 1934, p. 
38). The story of Kama takes place at a time when the Kusana already reigned in Gandhara but did not yet extend 
their sovereignty over Taksasila. Thus we are in the reign of the Kusana monarch Kujula Kadphises. Actually, 
K’ieou tsieou k’io (Kujula Kadphises) is the sovereign who “invaded the Ngan-si (Parthia), seized the territory of 
Kao-fou (Kapisa) and conquered P’ou-ta and Ki-pin (Kasmir)” (cf. E. Chavannes, Les pays d’Occident d’apres le 
Heou-Han chou, T’oung pao, series II, VIII, p. 190 seq.). A little later, the same monarch added Gandhara and 
probably also Taksasila to his crown; the inscription of Panjtar (south of Mahaban, in eastern Gandhara) tells us that: 
“In the year 122, the first day of the month of Sravana, under the reign of the great king Gusana, the eastern region 
of [Ka ?]sua was made propitious ground by Moika, son of Urumuja” (Sten Konow, CII, II, p. 70). Although this 
inscription uses the era of Azes I (57 B.C.), it establishes that in the year 122-57, i.e., the year 65 A.D., Gandhara 
belonged to the great Kusana king Kujula Kadphises (cf. R. Ghirshman, Begram, Cairo, 1946, p. 106, 124). 

68 The name of the painter was indeed Kama, as the fragment of the Kalpanamanditika, p. 148 ( ah am Karna iti) and 
the transcriptions Ki na (122 and 12; 163 and 4) and Kie na (123 and 9; 163 and 4) of the T 203 and 201 say, l.c. 

69 The Tsa pao tsang king (l.c.) does not mention Taksasila; it says only that Kama worked abroad for three years. 
According to the Ta tchouang yen louen king (l.c.), Kama had decorated a vihara in the kingdom of Che che (112; 
40 and 6); in these two characters which mean ‘House of stones’, Huber (Sutralamkara, index, p. 473) sees Asmaka 
or Asmaparanta; others see Tashkent (Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, II, p. 644; Ghirshman, Begram, p. 149), but 
comparison with the Fa tch ’a che lo transcription of the Mpps indicates that Che che, the first character of which 
means ‘stone’ (in Sanskrit, sila) conceals an original Taksasila. 

Here Kumarajlva renders Taksasila by To tch’a che lo (36 and 3; 18 and 6; 70 and 5; 122 and 14), whereas 
in his translations of other works (e.g., T 201, k. 5, p. 282cl9-20), he uses the more usual transcription To tch’a che 
lo (60 and 8; 20 and 1; 44; 122 and 14) which also occurs in the Chinese Ekottara (T 99, k. 23, p. 162c29) and in the 
legend of Asoka (T 2042, k. 1, p. 100c2; T 2043, k. 1, p. 133a6). Hiuan tsang (T 2087, k. 3, p. 884b28) uses the 
characters Ta tch 'a eh lo (30 and 5; 29 and 1; 38 and 5; 122 and 14). Besides these transcriptions, there are also Tso 
che (167 and 19; 112) ‘Dressed stone’ in T 2043, k. 10, p. 166c7; T’ou che (32, 112) ‘Earth and stone’, i.e., 
constmction materials ( taksana ) in T 2043, k. 10, p. 166cl2; Sio che (18 and 7; 112) ‘Cut stone’ in T 190, k. 38, p. 
83 lb 11. 
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he received thirty ounces of gold. Returning with it to his own native land, Puskaravatl, he heard the dram 
being beaten to announce a great gathering ( mahaparisad ). He went to see the assembly ( samgha ) and in 
the purity of his faith ( sraddhdcittavisuddhi ) he asked the karmadana'™ “What is needed to feed this 
assembly for a day?” The karmadana answered: “Thirty ounces of gold is enough to feed them for a day.” 
Then the painter gave his thirty ounces of gold to the karmadana, saying: “Furnish the assembly with food 
for me for one day; as for myself, I will go away tomorrow.” And he went home empty-handed. His wife 
asked: “During these twelve years, what did you earn?” He replied: “I earned thirty ounces of gold.” His 
wife said: “Where is this gold?” He answered: “I have planted it in a field of merit ( punyaksetra ).” His wife 
asked what was this field of merit. He replied: “I gave it to the Assembly (samgha).” Then his wife bound 
him in chains and brought him before the judge to punish him [142a] and decide the matter. The great 
judge asked what was the problem. The woman said: “My husband is a madman: in twelve years abroad he 
earned thirty ounces of gold and, having no compassion for his wife and children, he gave it all away to 
strangers. Basing myself on the law, 1 immediately bound him up and brought him here.” The judge asked 
the husband: “Why did you give to strangers instead of bringing it back to your wife and children?” He 
answered: “During my previous lifetimes ( purvajanman ), I had never practiced virtue ( guna ) and that is 
why, in the present lifetime (ihajanman), I am poor (daridra) and suffer all the hardships (drta). In the 
course of this lifetime, 1 have come across a field of merit (punyaksetra ): if I had planted nothing in it, I 
would still be poor during my future lifetimes and my successive poverty (ddridryaprabandhd) would 
never come to an end. Wanting to escape poverty, 1 have given all my gold to the Assembly.” The great 
judge was an upasaka and his faith in the Buddha was pure; having heard the painter’s reply, he 
congratulated him: “That was the deed of a hero: the small sum that you so painfully earned, you have 
given it all to the Assembly, You are an honest man.” Then the judge removed his necklace (mukuta) and 
gave it to the poor man along with the horse that he rode and a village (grama). Then he said to him: “You 
have just made a gift to the Assembly; the Assembly has not yet eaten; the seeds have not yet been sown; 
but when the shoots come forth, you will have a great fruition in future lifetimes.” 71 


Taksasila (the Greek Taxila, the actual Sara'fkala, 26 miles northwest of Rawalpindi), was the capital of 
eastern Punjab. Its long history is mixed up with that of all of India. Sir John Marshall who excavated there for about 
thirty years, has recorded his results in a work of three volumes (cf. JRAS, 1947, p. 3). See also Marshall’s Guide to 
Taxila. Delhi 1936; Gumming, India’s past, p. 142-146. 

70 The karmadana is the monk who ‘assigns the jobs’. The Pali sources do not mention him, but the Sanskrit sources 
do so (cf. Mahavyutapatti, no. 9362) and also the Chinese sources, where this word is transcribed by Kie mo t’o na, 
or translated by Tche che (111 and 3; 6 and 7) ‘director of business’. Here the Mpps designates him by the characters 
Wei na (120 and 8; 163 and 4), a hybrid expression consisting of wei which means ‘law, rule’, and the Sanskrit 
ending na. Cf. Yi tsing in Chavannes, Religiewc eminents , p. 89, and Takakusu, Record of Buddhist Religion, p. 148; 
S. Levi, Quelques litres enigmatiques dans la hierarchic ecclesiastique, JA, 1915, p. 202, 204, 210. 

71 According to the Mpps and the Tsa pao tsang king, Kama was acquitted by the judge and richly rewarded; the 
Kalpanamanditika and the Ta tchouang yen louen king (l.c.) add that he went home clothed in rich garments and 
riding a horse. His wife and his relatives did not recognize him, but he explained that his generosity had borne fruit 
in this life, and that the wealth the judge had bestowed on him was the reward of his generosity towards the 
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This is why it is said that to dedicate completely the goods that one has earned with hardship constitutes 
very great merit. 


3. Other kinds of generosity 

There is also mundane generosity (, laukikaddna ) and supramundane generosity ( lokottaraddna ), the 
generosity approved of by the aryas (aryavarnitadana ) and the generosity disapproved of by the aryas 
(aryavarnitadana), the generosity of the buddhas and bodhisattvas (buddhabodhisattvaddna) and the 
generosity of the sravakas ( srdvakaddna ). 

1) What is mundane generosity ( laukikaddna )? Mundane generosity is the generosity of ordinary people 
(prthagjanaddna ) and also the generosity used by the aryas with an impure mind ( sdsravacitta ). Some say 
that [only] the generosity of worldly people constitutes mundane generosity, whereas the generosity of the 
aryas, even though carried out with impure mind, is supramundane because their fetters ( samyojana ) are cut 
(chinna ). Why? Because these aryas have obtained the concentration of non-thought ( apranihitasamadhi ). 72 

Furthermore, mundane generosity is impure ( avisuddha ), whereas supramundane generosity is pure 
( visuddha ). 73 There are two kinds of fetters ( samyojana ): i) those that depend on craving ( trsndpeksa ); id) 
those that depend on wrong views ( drstyapeksa ). 74 When these two kinds of fetters are present, the 
generosity is mundane; when they are absent, the generosity is supramundane. 

When the three obstacles (avarana ) 75 fetter the mind, the generosity is mundane. Why? Dharmas, resulting 
from causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ) are truly without substantial self (andtmaka); nevertheless, we 
say: “I am giving and someone is receiving”; this is what is called mundane generosity. Besides, [the 
notion] of self (atman) has no precise attribution ( aniyatasthdna ): sometimes it is the self that is taken as 


Assembly. His wife was won over and she acknowledged that “as soon as one has decided to give alms, the reward 
is already imminent.” 

72 See above, Treatise, I, p. 322-323F. 

73 Impure generosity, practiced by worldly people, rests on belief in the atman and in dharmas, for the donor says to 
himself: “It is I who am giving something. Actually, there is no atman and no dhannas, for everything is transitory 
(i anitya ), impure ( asubha ), empty ( sunya ) and without substantial self (andtmaka). The supramundane generosity, 
which the Mpps has described above (Treatise, I, p. 297F), the ‘higher gift’, is based essentially on knowledge 
without concept ( nirvikalpakajndna ) which makes it triply pure ( trimandalaparisuddha) and which consists of 
making no distinction between giver ( ddyaka ), the thing given ( deya ) and the recipient (pratigrdhcika). Cf. 
Pancavimsati, p. 264; Satasahasrika, p. 92; Bodhicaryavatara, IX, st. 168; Panjika, p. 604; Uttaratantra, p. 120, 254; 
Samgraha, p. 185, 225; Siddhi, p. 629 as note. 

74 See above, Treatise, I, p. 424F. 

75 The three obstacles that render the gift mundane consist of the belief in the atman and dhannas which makes the 
donor say: “It is I who am giving something to someone." The supramundane gift makes no distinction between 
donor, recipient and gift, is free from these three obstacles and is “triply pure” (trimandalaparisuddha). See also 
below, p. 724F. 
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atman and not as other; sometimes it is other that is taken as atman and not as self. 76 As a result of this 
imprecision, there is no true atman. Moreover, the thing given ( deyadravya ) exists solely as a result of the 
complex of causes and conditions ( hetupratyayasdmagri ) and all the dharmas are in themselves nonexistent 
(anupalabdha ). They are like a cloth (pata ) that results from a collection of causes and conditions but 
which ceases to exist as soon as one pulls out the silken thread or threads of which it is composed. In the 
same way the dharmas have as sole characteristic the absence of own-characteristic [142b] 
(animittalaksana ); they are eternally empty of self nature (svabhdvalaksana). But people have 
hallucinations ( abhiprdya ) and take them to be existent. This mistake ( vipaiydsa ) and this error 
characterize the mundane generosity. - But when the mind is free of the three obstacles (avarana), the 
characteristic of dharmas ( laksanadharma ) is truly cognized and the mind is free of error (vipaiydsa): then 
generosity is supramundane. 

2) Supramundane generosity is the generosity approved of by the aryas (dryavarnitadana ); mundane 
generosity is the generosity disapproved of by the aryas (dryavarnitadana). 

Moreover, pure ( visuddha ) generosity free of stains (vimala) and conforming to the true nature 
(bhutalaksana) of dharmas is the generosity approved of by the aryas; the impure ( avisuddha ) generosity, 
mixed with fetters ( samyojana ), errors (vipaiydsa) and obstinacy (cittasaiigha) is the generosity 
disapproved of by the aryas. 

Finally, the generosity associated with the knowledge of the true nature (bhutalaksanaprajnd) is the 
generosity approved of by the aryas; in the contrary case, it is disapproved of by the aryas. 

3) When one gives without seeking [the welfare] of beings or without wanting to know the true nature 
(bhutalaksana) of dharmas, but only for the purpose of escaping from birth (jdti), old age (jard), sickness 
(vyddhi) and death ( marana ), this is the generosity of the sravakas. When one gives for all beings or again 
in order to know the true nature of dharmas, this is the generosity of the Buddhas or bodhisattvas. 

When one is incapable of fulfilling (paripurna) all the qualities ( guna) [required for true generosity] but 
one is seeking to obtain a small portion of them, this is generosity of the sravakas. When one wishes to 
fulfill all the qualities, this is generosity of the Buddhas or bodhisattvas. 

When one gives out of fear of old age, sickness and death, this is generosity of the sravakas; when one 
gives to acquire buddhahood, to convert beings and without fear of old age, sickness and death, this is 
generosity of the Buddhas or bodhisattvas. 77 At this point, the story of the P’ou sa pen cheng king 
(Bodhisattvajatakasutra) should be told. 


76 One of the four errors (vipaiydsa) consists precisely of taking as self that which is not the self (anattani atta ti 
vipallaso ); cf. Ahguttara, II, p. 52; Kosa,V, p. 21; Siksasamuccaya, p. 198,1. 11. 

77 Generosity of the bodhisattvas has as its aim the welfare of all beings and perfect buddhahood; cf. Kosa, IV, p. 
238. 
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[The sumptuous alms of Velama]™ - The A p'o t’o na king (Avadanasutra) tells the following: Once in 
Jambudvlpa, there was a king named P’o sa p’o (Vasava); at the same time, there was a brahmin- 

78 The sumptuous alms of Velama to which the Mpps will return later (k. 33, p. 304c22-24) are described in the 
Velamasutta of the Aiiguttara, IV, p. 392-396 (tr. Hare, Gradual Sayings, IV, p. 262-265), of which there are five 
Chinese versions: two of these versions have been incorporated into the collections of the Tchong a han, T 26, no. 
155, k. 39, p. 677a-678a, and the Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 19, p. 644b-645a respectively; the other three have been 
the object of separate translations, entitled San kouei wonkiai ts’eu sin yen ti king (T 72), Siu ta king 
(T 73) and Tchang tcho che pao king (T 74) respectively. - The same sutra, scarcely modified, has been incorporated 
into the Lieou tou tsi king, T 152, no. 17, k. 3, p. 12a-b (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 65-68). - The story of Velama is 
told in detail in the Manoratha, IV, p. 180-183: son of a chaplain ( purohita ) of Benares, he accompanied the crown 
prince to the university of Taksasila, where he pursued the course of a famous master. Having in turn become 
teacher, he had 84,000 crown princes among his students. Having returned to Benares, he became the king’s 
chaplain. Each year, the 84,000 princes went to Benares to greet the king. The people grumbled about their 
expensive visits and, at the king’s request, Velama assigned a province to each of the 84,000 princes, who then lived 
each off their own domain. The Manoratha does not mention the name of the king of whom Velama was the 
chaplain; according to the Mpps, he was called Vasava, a name well known in early legends (cf. Divyavadana, p. 62 
seq.; T 152, k. 8, p. 48a; T 184, k. 1, p. 461; T 190, k. 3, p. 664a; T 1428, k. 31, p. 782a; T 1448, k. 6, p. 25b). - 
References to Velama or to the Velamasutra occur in the texts: Jataka, I, p. 228; Saumaiigala, I, p. 234; Papanca, I, p. 
135; Manoratha, I, p. 56; Khuddhakapata Comm., p. 222; Vibhahga Comm. p. 414; Karmavibhanga Comm., ed. 
Levi, p. 163; P’i p’o cha, T 1545, k. 32, p. 165a4; k. 130, p. 678a23. Finally, there are also the Vailamikadanas in the 
inscriptions of Nagarunikonda: cf. J. Ph. Vogel, Prakrit Inscriptions from a Buddhist site at Nagajunikonda, El, XX, 
l,p. 33. 

The Velamasutta is easy to interpret: In one of his earlier existences, Sakyamuni was the brahmin Velama 
(i aham tena samciyena Velama brdhmana ahosim ): he made sumptuous gifts; but when he gave alms, there was 
nobody worthy of receiving this gift; there was nobody to sanctify this gift (tasmim na koci dakkhineyyo ahosi, na 
tarn koci dakkhinam visodheti). Now the magnitude of the merit inherent in the gift depends not only on the qualities 
of the donor or the importance of the object given but also on the excellence of the “field of merit”, i.e., the recipient 
(cf. Kosa, IV, p. 234). The alms of Velama were not very fruitful because there was nobody worthy to receive them. 
And the Buddha himself, in the Velamasutta, established the conditions which would have made Velama’s alms 
fruitful: “If Velama had fed a single person endowed with right view, his generosity would have been fruitful”, etc.; 
the best gift would have been to nourish a tathagata-arhat-samyaksambuddha and to take refuge in him. 

We must interpret the story of Velama, such as it is told by the Mpps, differently. The bodhisattva Velama, 
who was one day to become the Buddha Sakyamuni, in order to accomplish generosity truly worthy of a bodhisattva, 
would have to fulfill two conditions: i) he would have to give for the benefit of beings and from compassion for 
them; it) he would have to give in view of attaining buddhahood one day. From the start, he fulfilled the second 
condition for, as he will explain to a brahmin magically created by the Suddhavasika gods, it is not in order to 
become a cakrakravartin king, an Indra or a Brahma that he made gifts, but in order to attain buddhahood some day. 

As for the first condition, Velama did not fulfill it immediately: when he had prepared his gifts, he wanted to 
distribute them to an assembly of brahmins because, he thought, “they were worthy of receiving his respects.” Now, 
only a Buddha or a future Buddha was worthy to receive them. Velama understood when he tried to transfer the 
ownership of all his goods to the brahmins by a symbolic act customary in India which consists of emptying water 
from a golden basin ( suvarnabhrhgara ) held in the right hand of the donor onto the hands of the recipient. Velama 
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bodhisattva named Wei lo ma (Velama): he was the king’s teacher ( sastri ) and he taught him to follow the 
rule of the noble chakravartin kings. 

Velama, who was immensely rich ( dhana ) and whose treasury was full, thought one day: “People call me 
noble, my wealth is immense; for the benefit of beings ( sattvarthcikriya ) now is the time to make great 
gifts. Wealth and nobility are pleasant things, but everything is impermanent ( anitya ). The common 
[victim] of the five classes 79 causes the human mind to be scattered, to run wild, without ever staying 
steady, like a monkey ( markata ) that cannot be still in one place for an instant* 0 ; a person’s life passes and 
disappears like a flash of lightning; the human body is perishable ( anitya ); it is the reservoir of all the 
sufferings. This is why it is necessary to practice generosity.” 

Having thought thus, he opened his hands and proclaimed everywhere, to all the brahmins and all the 
monks ( pravrajita ) in Jambudvrpa: “I would like all of you to condescend to come to my house; I would 
like to spread out fine gifts.” For twelve years, he distributed floods of cream ( dadhi ), mountains of grain 
(yava ) and waves of oil ( taila ); garments ( vastra ), food (ahara), seats ( sayandsana ) and medicines 
( bhaisajya ), all of which were excellent. At the end of twelve years, he set out to make great gifts: 84,000 
white elephants (pdndarahastin ) with [142c] armor of rhinoceros skin ( gandavarman ) and golden 
ornaments ( suvarndlamkdra ), with great golden banners ( suvarnadvaja ) covered with jewels and a 
necklace made of the four jewels ( ratnacatuskdlamkdra); 84,000 horses (asva), also with armor of 
rhinoceros skin, golden ornaments and a necklace made of the four jewels; 84,000 chariots ( ratha ) adorned 
with gold ( suvarna ), silver ( rupya ), beryl (vaidurya) and crystal ( sphutika ), covered with lion skins, tiger 
skins and leopard skins ( simhavydghradvTpicarmaparivdm ), provided with magnificent hangings 


was unable to do it; first, the water held back by the Suddhavasika gods refused to flow; then, when Velama had 
thrown it up in the air, instead of falling down onto the hands of the bralnnins, it poured down into Velama’s own 
left hand, thus proving he alone was worthy of receiving such sumptuous gifts and thereby announcing that he would 
one day become Buddha. The water having thus given him a sort of prediction ( vyakarana ), Velama understood that 
the brahmin assembly “was incapable of receiving his gifts.” Thus it was no longer out of esteem for this assembly 
but “out of compassion that he made the gifts that he had prepared.” Velama thus fulfilled the first condition of the 
generosity of the bodhisattva, namely, giving out of compassion, with the view of the welfare of beings. 

19 The characters Wou kia so kong, which literally mean ‘the entire five classes’, probably translate the Sanskrit 
compound pancasadharana ‘the community of the five’. The expression indicates the collection of wealth of the 
world envied by the five classes of beings which the Mpps will mention below at k. 13, p. 156c2-3: the king ( raj an), 
thieves ( caura ), fire ( agni ) , water ( udaka ) and the prodigal heir ( apriyadayada ). This may be compared with a text 
in Anguttara, III, p. 259 which has no correspondent in the Chinese sources: Panc’ime bhikkhave bhogasu. Katame 
pciiica? Agghisddhdrand bhogd, udakasddhdrand bhogd, vajasadharana bhogd, corasdddharand bhogd, appiyehi 
dayadehi sadharana bhogd : “There are, O monks, five drawbacks to wealth. What are these five? Wealth is exposed 
to fire, to water, to the king, to robbers and to bad heirs.” See also the Aputtakasutta of the Samyutta, I, p. 90, where 
it is said that if wealth is not used well, kings seize it ( rdjana vd haranti), thieves steal it ( cord vd haranti), fire bums 
it ( aggi vd dahati), water carries it away ( udakatn vd vahati) or bad heirs waste it ( appiya vd dayadda haranti). - 
The Bodhisattvabhumi, p. 140, speaks of the protection assured to beings against various dangers: vividheybhyas ca 
simhavydghrardjacorodakdgnyadikebhyo vicitrebhyo bhayasthanebhyah sattvandm araksa. 

80 The distractions of the mind are often compared to the gamboling of a monkey; cf. Treatise, I, p. 489F. 
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(parivara ) of white linen (pandukambala) and other varied ornaments; 84,000 palanquins (paryarika ) with 
ribbons of various colors ( misravarnajdla ) and all kinds of mgs (dstarana ), soft and fine, as ornaments; 
cushions of red silk ( lohitapadhdna ) were placed at both ends of the palanquins, cloths and precious 
garments were also piled there; 84,000 golden vases filled with silver ( suvarnapdtrarupyapurna ); 84,000 
silver vases filled with gold ( rupyapdtra suvarnapurna ); 84,000 vases of beryl filled with crystal 
(yaiduryapdtra sphatikapunm)', 84,000 crystal vases filled with beryl ( sphatikapdtra vaiduryapurna)', 
84,000 cows (i dhenu ) giving a bucketful of milk at one milking ( kdmsyopadohana ), their horns and hooves 
adorned with gold and dressed in white cotton; 84,000 young maidens ( kanyd ), beautiful and virtuous, their 
bodies decorated with rings set with pearls and precious stones (dmuktamaniratnakundala ). 81 This is a 
summary of [the great gifts made by Velama]; the details could not be described. Simultaneously, king 


S1 Part of this description is directly taken from the Velamasutta of the Anguttara, IV, p. 393-394: So evarupam 
danam adasi mahadanam: caturasiti suvannapatisahassani adasi rupiyapurdrti, caturasiti rupiyapatisahassani adasi 
suvannpurani, caturasiti kamscipcitisahassani addsihirannnpurani, caturasiti hatthisahassani adasi 
sovannalamkdrani sovannadhajani hemajalasanchannani, caturasiti rathasahassdni adasi sihacammaparivarani 
vyagghacammaparivarani dipicammaparivarani pandukambalaparivdrdni sovannalamkdrani sovannadhajani 
hemajalasanchannani, caturasiti dhenusahassani adasi dukulasathandni kamsupadhmarandni (to be corrected to 
kamsupadohandni, according to all the Chinese versions,), caturasiti kahhdsahassani adasi amuttamanikundalayo, 
caturasiti pallankasahassani adasi gonakcitthatdni patikatthatani patalikatthatdni 

kadalimigapavarapaccattharandni sa-uttaracchaddni ubhatolohitakupadhanani, caturasiti vatthakotisahassani 
adasi khomasukhumdnam koseyyasukhumanam kambalasukhumdnam kappdsikasukhumanam; ko panel cado 
annassa pdnassa khajjassa leyyassa peyyassa najjo manhe vissandati. 

“He made the following great gifts: 84,000 golden vases filled with silver, 84,000 silver vases filled with 
gold; 84,000 bronze vases filled with precious metal; 84,000 elephants with golden ornaments, golden banners and 
covered with golden ribbons; 84,000 chariots with coverings of lion, tiger and leopard skins, with coverings of white 
wool, with golden ornaments, golden banners and hangings of gold thread; 84,000 cows with tethers (?) of jute fiber, 
giving a full bronze bucket of milk; 84,000 young maidens adorned with rings of precious pearls; 84,000 palanquins 
laden with long fleecy covers of white wool embroidered with flowers, with carpets and magnificent antelope skins, 
screened at the top and with red cushions at each end of the palanquin; 84,000 measures of fine linen, fine silk, fine 
wool and fine cotton, to say nothing of the food and drink, snacks and candies, solid and liquid, which flowed like 
rivers!” 

[Note: In the translation of the epithet kamsupadharena, applied to the milk-cows, I [Lamotte] have 
departed from Buddhaghosa’s interpretation: rajatamayakhirapaticchaka “having milk-buckets made of silver” and 
the translations proposed by T. W. Rhys-Davids ( Dialogues , II, p. 221): “with horns tipped with bronze”, 
Nyanatiloka ( Reden des Buddha, V, p. 201: “mit Bronzeglocken behangt”, and E. M. Hare ( Gradual Sayings, IV, p. 
263): “with milkpails of silver”. The correct interpretation of kamsupadohana “giving a full bucket of milk at one 
time”, proposed by H. Kern, Toevoegselenop ‘t Woordeboek van Childers, Amsterdam, 1916, p. 142, should be 
adopted. Chinese versions of the Velamasutta have understood the text. - As for this description of Velama’s fabled 
generosity, it is made up of borrowed pieces and fragments that may be found throughout the texts; cf. DIgha, II, p. 
187-188; Samyutta, III, p. 144-145; Anguttara, IV, p. 94. The description of the palanquins occurs even in the 
Sanskrit Sukhavatlvyuha, § 41, but in a very corrupted form.] 
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Vasava (read P’o sa p’o) and the 84,000 minor kings, together with the ministers (, amatya ), the people, 
soldiers and merchants, each offered a hundred thousand gold pieces. 

When Velama had made the usual offering ( dharmayajnaf 2 and prepared these gifts, Che t’i p’o na min 
(Sakra devanam indra), spoke this stanza to the bodhisattva Velama: 

The wealth of the universe, so difficult to acquire, 

Can make the whole world rejoice. 

Today, all that you have acquired, 

You have given to attain buddhahood. 

At the same time, the gods of the pure abodes ( suddhdvdsadeva ), appearing in corporeal form, praised him 
and spoke this stanza: 

You have opened the gate to the great gifts. 

That which you have done 

Is out of compassion ( anukampd ) for beings. 

And in view of attaining buddhahood. 

Then the gods had this thought: “We will block up his golden vase ( suvarnabhrhgara ) in such a way that 
the water cannot flow out of it. Why? Although there is a donor ( ddyaka ) here [namely, Velama], there is 
no field of merit ( punyaksetra ) [i.e., an individual worthy of receiving his gifts].” 83 

Then king Mo (Mara) said to the Suddhavasika gods: “But all the brahmins [invited here by Velama to 
receive his gifts] have all gone forth from home ( pravrajita ), observe the pure precepts ( silasuddhi ) and 
have entered the Path ( marga ). How can you say that they are not a field of merit?” The Suddhavasika gods 
said: “ The bodhisattva [Velama] is giving gifts with the view of obtaining buddhahood, whereas all these 
men are [blinded] by wrong views (mithyadrsti). This is why we say that there is no field of merit.” King 
Mara replied: “How do you know that Velama is making these gifts in view of obtaining buddhahood?” 

Then the Suddhavasika gods created, by metamorphosis (, nirmdna ), a brahmin carrying a golden vase 
(. suvarnabhrhgara ) and holding a golden rod (, suvarnadanda ) who approached the bodhisattva Velama and 
said: “What benefits do you hope to obtain by means of these great gifts, by renouncing [143a] things that 
are difficult to give up? Do you want to become a noble cakravartin king, possessing seven jewels, a 
thousand sons and ruling the four continents ( cdturdvfpaka )?” The bodhisattva answered that he was not 
seeking that. - “Are you seeking to become Che t’i p ’o na min (Sakra devanam indra), the husband of eight 

82 Velama’s alms are often designated by the name ‘the great sacrifice of Velama’ ( Veldmamahayahha ). 

83 The brahmins to whom Velama’s generosity was addressed were a bad field of merit because they did not 
practice the eightfold Path of nirvana. Cf. Anguttara, IV, p. 237: Idha bhikkhcive samanabrahmana micchadiutthikd 
honti micchdsahkappd micchdvacd micchdkammantd micchdvMaydmd micchdscitino micchasamadhino. Evam 
atthahgasamannagatesu bhikkhcive samanabrahmanesu danam na mahaphalam hoti na mahanisamsam na 
mahajutikam na mahavippharam. 
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thousand nayuta of goddesses (devf)?” Velama answered no. - “Do you want to become king of the six 
classes of gods of the desire realm ( kamadhdtudeva )?” - Velama replied no. -“Do you want to become 
Brahmadevaraja who rules the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu and who is the grandfather of beings 
(, sattvapitdmaha )?” Velama again answered no. - “Then what do you want to become?” Then the 
bodhisattva spoke this stanza: 

I seek the place free of desire, 

Escaping from birth, old age, sickness and death. 

I want to save all beings; 

Therefore I seek buddhahood. 

The fictive brahmin (; nirmitabhramana ) answered: “Master of generosity ( ddnapati ), buddhahood is 
difficult ( durlabha ) to attain and demands great hardships (drto). Your mind is soft ( mrduka ), accustomed 
to pleasure, and is certainly not capable pf aspiring to that state. As I said before, the states of noble 
cakravartin king, of Sakradevanam indra, of king of the six classes of Kamadhatudeva and of 
Brahmadevaraja are easy to obtain. It’s not necessary to seek buddhahood.” The bodhisattva answered: 
“Listen then to my fully considered oath ( ekacittapranidhi ): 

Even if a wheel of burning iron ( usnayascakraf 5 

Was spinning on top of my head, 

I would seek buddhahood resolutely ( ekacittena ) 

With no regret. 


Even if I had to undergo immense sufferings 
In the three bad destinies ( durgati ) or among men, 
I would resolutely seek buddhahood 
And never depart from this resolve. 


S4 Mara is king of the Paranirmitavasavartins and consequently the head of the six classes of gods of the desire 
realm; cf. above, Treatise, I, p. 340F, 695F. 

S;i A well-known punishment which Maitrakanyaka (Maitrayajna) once saw in front of him, himself becoming the 
victim of it; cf. Divyavadla, p. 604; Avadanasataka, I, p. 202; Kannavibhanga, p. 53. Here is the description of the 
punishment in the Avadanasataka, 1. c.; purusam mahapramanam murdhni casyayomayam cakram bhramcity 
adiptam pradiptam samprajvalitam ekajvalfbhutam, tasyasiraso yat puyasonitam prcighcirati so 'syaharah: 
“Maitrakanyaka saw a tall man on whose head a red-hot iron wheel, all aflame, was spinning; the pus and blood 
flowing onto this man’s head constituted his food.” - See also Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 135; III, p. 11. The 
punishment is represented on the frescos of Chinese Turkestan (cf. Waldschmidt, Gcindhara ..., pi. 32b, 33b. 
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Then the fictive brahmin said: “Master of generosity [patron] ( danapati ), it is good ( sadhu ), it is very good; 
then seek to become Buddha.” And he added this stanza of praise: 

The power of your exertion (viiya) is great, 

Your have compassion for all beings. 

Your wisdom ( prajna) is free of hindrances (avarana) 

You will become Buddha before long. 

Then the gods rained down flowers to worship the bodhisattva. As for the Suddhavasika gods who had 
blocked up Velama’s vase so that the water did not flow out, they had hidden themselves and disappeared. 

Then the bodhisattva went to the brahmin who was the oldest ( brdhmanasthavira ) [of all those who had 
been invited] and, with his golden vase ( suvarnabhrngdra ), wanted to pour the water over him [meaning to 
transfer full ownership over all the benefits that he was distributing to the brahmin by means of this 
libation,] 86 ; but the water was blocked and did not flow out. The crowd was astonished: ’’All kinds of great 
gifts have been prepared and the virtues of the patron ( danapati ) are also great. Then why does not the 
water flow out?” The bodhisattva said: “It is not their fault. Was not my mind impure ( avisuddha )'.? Have I 
not kept something back that I should have given? Why is this happening to me?” He consulted the 
treatises on sacrifice ( yajnasutra ) and the sixteen volumes [and he saw] that his purity ( visuddhi ) was 
faultless. Then the gods said to the bodhisattva: “ Don’t worry: there is nothing that you have [143b] not 
planned for. The fault is with these bad impure brahmins [whom you wished to gratify].” Then the gods 
spoke this stanza: 

In men, the net of wrong views ( mithyadrstijala ) 

And passions ( klesha ) have destroyed right knowledge ( samyagjnana ). 

Having wandered away from pure morality 
These wretches will fall into various [bad] destinies. 

“This is why,” they added, “the water [that you wanted to pour over their hands] is blocked and does not 
flow.” Having said this, they suddenly disappeared. 


86 In order to make the transfer irrevocable, the donor pours a little water over the hands of the receiver (cf. Jolly, 
Recht und Sitte, p. 112). See, e.g., the gift of the Jetavana in Nidanakatha, p. 93: Anathapindiko... 
suvannabhimkaram adaya Dasabalassa hatthe udakam patetva “imam Jetavanavihdram agatanagatassa 
catuddisassa buddhapramukhassa samghassa dammiti” adasi ; - the gift of the Venuvana in Vinaya, I, p. 39: Atha 
kho raja Mcigado Seniyo Bimbisd.ro sovannamayam bhinkaram gahetvd bhagavato onojesi “etciham bhante 
Veluvanam uyyanam buddhapamukhassa bhikkhusamghassa dammiti"; - the gift of his wife by Ugra in Anguttara, 
IV, p. 210: Atha khvaham tarn purisam pakkosateva vamena hattena pajdpatim gahetvd dakkhinena hatthena 
bhihgdram gahetvd tassa purissassa onojesim. - Lacking the golden vase, Visvamtara used a gourd to give his two 
children to a brahmin; cf. Jatakamala, p. 62: Bodhisattvo... ‘bhiprasdrite brdhmanasya panau kamandalum 
avarjjaydm asa, tasya yatnanurodhena papdtdmbu kamandaloh. - The vase that serves to accomplish the ritual of 
aspersion is often represented on Buddhist monuments; cf. Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, I, p. 474, 475, 487, 491. 
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At that moment, the six classes of gods of the realm of desire ( kamadhatudeva ) shone rays of light ( rasmi ) 
of all kinds and lit up the assembly; addressing themselves to the bodhisattva, they spoke this stanza: 

Wandering in the ocean of evil 

They are not following your straight path. 

Of those who receive your gifts 

There is no one like you. 

Having said this, they suddenly disappeared. 

Hearing this stanza, the bodhisattva had this thought: “In this assembly is there really nobody who is my 
equal, and is that why the water is blocked and does not flow?” And he spoke this stanza: 

In the universes of the ten directions, 

If there are marvelous pure beings, 

I take refuge ( sarana ) in them and I bow down to them 

Holding the vase in my right hand, 

I pour the water into my left hand 

And I take the vow ( pranidhi ) to be the only man 

Who is worthy to receive such great gifts. 

At once the water in the vase rose up into space (dkdsa ) and, falling from above, poured into the 
bodhisattva’s left hand. 87 


87 In the Manoratha, IV, p. 183, there is no fictive brahmin and things happen in a more simple way: Velamo 
sabbalamkarabhusito danavimamsanatthaya phalikavannassa udakassa suvannabhingaram puretva “imasmim loke 
sace imam patiggahetum yuttarupa dakkhineyya puggald atthi, idam udakam nikkhamitvd pathavim ganhatu; sace 
rt’ atthi, evam eva titthatu” 'ti saccakiriyam katva bhihgaram adhomukham akasi. Udakam dhammakarakena 
gahitam viya ahosi. Bodhisatto “sunno vata bho Jambudipo, ekapuggalo pi dakkhinam patiggahetum yuttarupo 
n ’atthi" ‘ti vippatisaram akatvd ‘‘sace dayakassa vsendyam dakkhina visujjhissati, udakam nikkhamitvd pathavim 
ganhatu” ‘ti contesi. Phalikavattisadisam udakam nikkhamitvd pathavim ganhi. Iddni ddnam dassdmi ti... divase 
divase ddnam diyati... Dane diyamdne yeva sattavassani sattamdsa atikanta. 

Tr.: “Velama, clothed in all his adornments, wished to test his generosity: having filled a golden vase with 
water the color of crystal, he made the following vow: “In this world, if there is a person worthy of homage, able to 
receive this gift, may the water coming from this vase spread over the earth; if there is no-one, may the water remain 
in the vase.” At once he turned the vase upside down; the water was retained as if by a filter. The Bodhisattva then 
said: ”So Jambudvlpa is then empty; there is not even a single person capable of receiving my offering.” 
Nevertheless, without regret he added: “ If my offering is purified by the action of the donor, may the water coming 
out of the vase spread over the earth.” At once, the water, flowing out of the vase like crystal, spread out over the 
earth. He resolved then to fulfill his alms and distributed his gifts. The distribution lasted for seven years and seven 
months.” 
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Seeing this wonder, king Vasava felt great respect ( arcana, satkdra ) and spoke this stanza: 

Great master of brahmins 

Water the color of pure beryl ( vaidurya ) 

Flowing down from above 
Has fallen into your hand! 

Filled with respect and joining their hands as a sign of homage, the great assembly took refuge ( sarana ) in 
the bodhisattva. 

Then the bodhisattva spoke this stanza: 

The gifts that I make today 

Do not have as their goal the merits of the threefold world ( traidhdtukapunya); 

They are for [the benefit] of all beings 
And in order to seek for Buddhahood. 

When he had said this, the great earth (mahaprthivi), the mountains (pai-vata ), the rivers ( nadi ) and the 
trees ( vrksa ) trembled in six different ways (sddvikdram akampanta). 8 

At the beginning, Velama had given alms to the assembly [of brahmins] with the idea that they were 
worthy of receiving his homage ( pujd ); afterwards, when he had understood that this assembly were 
unworthy, it was out of compassion [and no longer from respect], that he gave them gifts that they had 
already received. 89 

Jatakas and avadanas of this type relating to all kinds of gifts could be cited at length here. Those are outer 
gifts ( bdhyaddna ), but what are inner gifts (ddhydtmikaddna)! 

4. Inner generosity 

Inner generosity consists of giving one‘s life (dyus) to others without any regret, as is told in the Jatakas 
and Avadanas. 


88 On this sixfold trembling of the earth, see above, Traite, I, p, 473-474F. 

89 See the interpretation proposed above, p. 679F, note. 

90 Outer and inner gifts are defined in Bodh. bhumi, p. 114-115: tatra sarvadanam katamat. sarvam ucyate 
samdsato dvividham deyavastu. adhyatmikam ca bahyam ca. tatr’ a majjnah svadehaparitydgo bodhisattvasya 
kevalddhydtmikavastuparitydgci ity ucyate. yat puncir bodhisattvo vdmtasijivindm sattvanam arthe bhuktvd bhuktvd 
annapdnam vamati tat samsrstam adhyatmikabahyavastuddnam bodhisattvasyety ucyate. etad yathoktam 
sthapayitvd parisistadeyavastuparityaga bahyadeyavastuparityaga evety ucyate. 
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1. [The king who set fire to his body so as to hear a Buddhist stanza]. 91 - The Buddha Sakyamuni 


91 Condensation of a long jataka told in detail by the Ta feng pien fo pao ngen king, T 156, k. 2, p. 131c- 132b: A 
cakravartin king, whose name is not given, met a brahmin in a small frontier kingdom who knew the well-known 
stanza summarizing the Buddha’s teaching: anitya bata samskara utpadavyayadharminah, utpadya hi nirudhyante 
tesam vyutpasamah sukham (cf. Dlgha, II, p. 157; Samyutta, I, p. 6, 158, 200; II, p. 193; Theragatha, no. 1159; 
Jataka, I, p. 392; Visuddhimagga, p. 527; a stanza endlessly reproduced in Buddhist inscriptions: cf. E.I., IV, p. 64). 
To obtain this stanza from the brahmin, the king had the upper part of his body cut in a thousand places by a candala, 
the wounds filled with oil with cotton wicks inserted in them. When the brahmin had revealed the second part of the 
stanza, the king set fire to these wicks. Then, in the presence of Indra, he testified that his sacrifice had no other 
purpose than to obtain supreme complete enlightenment. He said: “If I speak the truth, may my blood turn into milk 
and may my wounds be healed.” Immediately, the desired miracle was accomplished and Indra announced to the 
king that before long he would be Buddha. - The same jataka with a few variations occurs in the P’ou sa pen hing 
king, T 155, k. 1, p. 112c-l 13c; Hien yu king, T 202, k. 1, p. 349b-350a (repeated in King liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 25, 
p. 136b-c): The king called Tou cho na sie li (in T 155), or K’ien cho nip’o li (in T 202) - perhaps KancanasrI - cut 
a thousand lamps into his own body in order to obtain from the brahmin Lao tou tch 'a (Raudrdksa) another famous 
stanza: sarve ksayanta nicaydh patananatdh samucchrayah, samyogd viprayogantd maranantam hi jivitam (cf. 
Sanskrit Udanavarga, I, 22, ed. Chakravarti, p. 4; Nettip., p. 146; Mahavastu, III, p. 152, 183; Divya, p. 27, 100, 486; 
JA, Jan.-Mar. 1932, p. 29). 

Buddhists have always loved the stanzas: in the Greater Vehicle, the greatest rewards have been promised 
to the sons and daughters of good family who learn, repeat, understand or explain to others even one four-lined 
stanza taken from the Prajnaparamita (Vajracchedika, p. 46: itah Prajhaparamitaya dharmaparyayad antasas 
catuspddikdm api gatham udgrhya dharayed uddesayed vacayet paryavapnuyat parebhyas ca vistarena 
samprakasayet). 

A whole series of exploits accomplished by the future Buddha in order to obtain one stanza could be cited: 
we limit ourselves to mention several: -Ta tch’eng pen cheng sin ti kouan king, T 159, k. 1, p. 194a; Ta pan nie p’an 
king, T 374, k. 14, p. 449b-451b; T 375, k. 13, p. 691b-693b; King liu yi siang, t 2121, k. 9, p. 43a-c: A young 
brahmin, practicing austerities on Mount Himavat, strongly wished to know the Buddhist doctrine. Wanting to test 
the sincerity of his wish, Indra appeared to him in the form of a hideous raksasa and recited the first part of the 
stanza to him: anitya bata samskarah. The brahmin, enchanted, requested the second part, but the raksasa, before 
continuing, demanded that the brahmin give him his body as food. The brahmin agreed and after the second part of 
the stanza had been recited to him, he climbed up into a tree and threw himself down at the feet of the raksasa, but 
the latter, resuming his form as Indra, caught him in his fall and paid homage to him. Hiuan Tsang who summarizes 
this exploit (T 2087, k. 3, p. 882c24) locates it 400 li south of Mong kie li (Mangalapura), on the mountain Hi lo 
(Ham, 2500 m. high, in Buner. The jataka is depicted on the Formosan pagodas (cf. Ecke-Demieville, Twin 
Pagodas, p. 42 and pi. 32. 1) and on the Tamamushi altar. 

- P’ou sa pen hing king, T 155, k. 2, p. 119bl5-16; Hicn yu king, T 202, k. 1, p. 350a-b; King liu yi siang, 
T 2121, k. 25, p. 136c-137a: King P’i leng kie li drove a thousand nails into his body to obtain from the brahmin 
Raudraka the Buddhist stanza: anitya bata samskarah. 

- Avadanasataka, no. 35,1, p. 187-193 (tr. Feer, p. 128-131); Siuan tsi po yuan king, T 200, no. 34, k. 4, p. 
218c-219b; Dvavimsatyavadana, ch. 23; Hien yu king, T 202, k. 1, p. 349a-b; King liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 25p. 
140a-b: The king of Benares, Surupa (variant) Kurupa) offered his son, his wife and his own body as food to Sakra 
transformed into a yaksa, in order to hear the stanza: priyebhyo jayate sokah, priyebhyo jdyate bhayam; priyebhyo 
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was once a bodhisattva. At one time when he was [143c] the king of a great country, there was neither 
Buddha nor Dharma nor Samgha of monks. Having gone forth four times to seek the Buddhist Dharma, the 
king understood that he would not find it. A brahmin said to the king: “I know a stanza of the Buddha 
(buddhagatha) ; if you pay homage (pujd) to me, I will give it to you.” The king asked: “What homage do 
you want?” The brahmin replied: “If you give the upper part of your body ( purvakaya ) and cut the flesh 
into the shape of a wick (dipavarti) and pay homage to me with it, I will surely give you [the stanza].” The 
king said to himself: “My body is fragile and impure; from one lifetime to the next, it experiences 
innumerable sufferings. On the other hand, the Buddhist Dharma is a rare thing ( adbhuta); today when I am 
beginning to be able to use it, why should I regret its loss?” Having thought thus, he called on outcaste 
(i canddla ) who cut the upper part of his body, made a wick out of it, bound his flesh with white cotton and 
poured oil ( taila ) over it. At once the [king’s] body burst into flame and [the brahmin] gave him the stanza. 

2. [Jdtaka of the Pigeon], 92 - The Buddha was once a pigeon ( kapota ) living in the Snow Mountains 
( himdlaya ). On stormy day, a man lost his way; miserable ( daridra ) and exhausted (drta), hunger 
(buhhuksd) and cold (sita) had brought him to his last moments ( muhurta ). Seeing this man, the pigeon 


vipramuktanam nasti sokah, kuto bhayam (cf. Dhammapada, v. 212; Av. sataka, I, p. 191). - According to the 
Mahavastu, II,p. 225-257, the same (?) Surupa, head of a herd of antelope, gave up his own body to Sakra disguised 
as a hunter for the price of the gatha: satam padarajah sreyo na giri kancanamayam; so rajo sokahdnaya sa giri 
sokavardhanah. 

- Avadanasataka, np. 38, I, p. 213-222 (tr. Feer, p. 142-138); Siuan tsi po yuan king, T 200, no. 35, k. 4, p. 219b- 
220b: The son of Brahmadatta, king of Benares, Dharmagavesin or Subhasitagavasin, threw himself into blazing 
coals to hear from the mouth of Sakra, disguised as Guhyaka, the stanza: dharmam caret sucaritam nainam 
duscaritam caret; dharmacdn sukharn sete asmim lokeparatra ca (cf. Dhammapada, v. 169; Av. sataka, I, p. 220). 

King liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 8, p. 41b-c, which refers to P’ou sa kiue ting king, ch. 1: The bodhisattva 
Chan sin learned that a woman from the east kept the memory of half of a Buddhist stanza once 
preached by a Buddha. He went out to seek her and having miraculously crossed a vast morass, he 
discovered at the back of a cave near the city of Chan tchou (Supratistita) an ugly woman who 
agreed to recite the beginning of the stanza: sabbapdpassa akaranam kusalassa upasampada, 
sacittapariyodapanam eta Buddhana sasasam (cf. Digha, II, p. 49; Dhammapada, v. 183; 
Nettipakarana, p. 43, etc.) 

- Ling liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 3, p. 42c-43a: A man living at the foot of a precipice knew a Buddhist stanza. The 
bodhisattva Lo fa (Dhannatrata), in exchange for this stanza, promised him his golden cloak and his pearl necklace 
and, to prove the sincerity of his intention, had no hesitation in throwing himself over the precipice. The 
Caturmaharajika devas caught him in his fall. 

- Below, T 1509, k. 16, p. 178c: A bodhisattva, whose name varies according to the sources, used his skin as 
parchment, one of his bones as brush and his blood as ink to write the stanza: dharmam caret sucaritam. 

Tsa pao tsang king, T 203, no. 49, k. 4, p. 469c-470a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, III, p. 43-46): The 
Buddha himself shows how much he appreciated the value of one stanza: four brothers having given him 
offerings, he teaches each of them a phrase incomplete in itself; but by joining these four phrases, the brothers 
succeeded in reconstructing the Buddhist creed: anitya bata samskara. 

92 This jataka is repeated in King liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 48, p. 254b. 
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flew to look for fire ( agni ), collected some kindling ( indhana ) and lit it. Then the pigeon threw itself into 
the fire and gave its body to the famished man. 

In the same way, the Bodhisattva gave his head ( sTras ), his eyes ( nayana ), his marrow ( majja) and his skull 
(mastaka) to beings. 93 It would be necessary to list fully the various Jatakas and Avadanasutras here. All of 
that is called inner generosity. The immensity of these inner (adhyatmika) and outer ( bdhya ) gifts is the 
nature of generosity. 


93 See references in Traite, I, p. 143F, n. 1. 
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CHAPTER XX: THE VIRTUE OF GENEROSITY AND 
GENEROSITY OF THE DHARMA (p. 692F) 


I. GENEROSITY OF THE DHARMA 4 


Question. - What is meant by generosity of the Dharma ( dharmaddna )? 

Answer. - Here are various opinions: 

1. All speech well-spoken ( subhdsita ), all useful ( arthasahita ) speech constitutes generosity of the Dharma. 

2. Generosity of the Dharma consists of preaching the Holy Dharma ( saddhanna ) explained by the Buddha 
(buddhakanthokta ) to people. 

3. Generosity of the Dharma consists of teaching people the threefold Dharma: 1 ) the Sieou tou Ion (Sutra); 
2) the P 7 ni (Vinaya; 3) the Ap’i t ’an (Abhidharma). 

4. Generosity of the Dharma consists of teaching people the four Baskets of the Dharma ( dhannapitaka ): 1) 
the Sieou tou lou tsang (Sutrapitaka); 2) the P’i ni tsang (Vinayapitaka); 3) the A p’i t’an tsang 
(Abhidharmapitaka); 4) the Tsa tsang (Samyuktapitaka). 95 

5. Generosity of the Dharma consists of teaching in brief form the twofold Dharma: 1) the sravaka Dharma; 
2) the Mahayana Dharma. 


94 The distinction between material (amisadana ) generosity and generosity of the Dhanna (dharmaddna) is of 
canonical origin: cf. Anguttara, I, p. 91; Itivuttaka, p. 98; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 7, p. 577b. To these two types of 
generosity, the Mahayana treatises, especially those of the Vijnanavadin school, add a third, namely, the generosity 
of safety ( abhayadana): cf. Dharmasamgraha, chap. CV; Samdhinirmocana, IX, § 12; Samgraha, p. 190-191; 
Abhidharmasamuccayavyakhya, T 1606, k. 12, p. 749c; Siddhi, p. 620; Bodh. Bhumi, p. 133: dmisadanam 
dharmaddnam abhayaddnam ca samdsatah ihamutrasukham dmisadanam dharmaddnam abhayaddnam 
casamasatahihamutrasukham danam sattvandm veditavyam.. tat punar dmihaddnam pranitam sucikalpitam viniya 
mdtsaryamalam samnidhimalam ca daddti. tatra mdtsaryamalavmayah cittagrahaparityagata, samnidhimalavinayo 
bhogagrahaparityagad veditavyah, abhayaddnam simhavyagragraharajachorodakadibhayapartiranataya 
veditavyah. dharmaddnam avipantadharmadesana nyayopadesah siksdpadasamaddpanata ca\ Madhyantavibhaga, 
p. 206-207: pujdnugrahakahkshaya bdhyddhydtmikavsatuniravadyat pratyupakdravipakadinirapekso yaya cetanaya 
parityajati kayavakkarmana ca pratipadayatidam bodhisattvasydmisaddnam... sattvanupaghatakandm 
djivasdstrakaldnipundnam karundpurvakandm upadesah sugatimoksamdrgopadesas ca dharmaddnam... 
rajacauraddyadavyalddibhir dghrdtdndm tebhyo vimoksanam abhayaddnam. 

95 The question has already been raised (Traite , I, p. 596F) of the four Dhannapitakas; on the fourth “the Mixed 
Basket”, see Przyluski, Concile, p. 119-120. 
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Question. - But T’i p’o ta (Devadatta), Ho to (Hatthaka, should be Udraka) 96 , etc., have also taught 
people 97 the Tripitaka, the four Baskets, the Dharma of the sravakas and that of the Mahayana; 
nevertheless, they fell into hell ( niraya ). Why? 

Answer. - The sins of wrong view ( mithyddrstydpatti ) in Devadatta were [144a] numerous; in Ho to, the 
sins of falsehood ( mrsavdda ) were numerous. [Their sermons] did nor constitute a gift of the pure Dharma 
(visuddhadharmaddna ), made with the Path ( mdrga ) in view; they sought only honors (yasas ), wealth 
(,labha ), the signs of respect ( satkdra, arcana) and homage (pujd). Because of these bad intentions, 
Devadatta was reborn in the hells ( niraya). 

Furthermore, it is not enough to preach to fulfill generosity of the Dharma. In order for it to be true 
generosity of the Dharma, it is necessary to teach everyone with a pure mind ( visuddhacitta ) and good 
intention ( kusalacetand ). Just as the material gift (amisadana ) is not meritorious if it is not inspired by a 


96 Ho to (30 and 5; 36 and 3) may transcribe an original Hattaka (cf. Akanuma, p. 222a); but the censure addressed 
here to Ho to does not fit in any way the famous disciple of the Buddha Hatthaka Alavaka (cf. Traite, I, p. 562- 
565F); it actually does apply to Udraka. First of all, the Mpps blames Devadatta and Ho to of giving alms, not in 
view of the Path, but to acquire benefit, honor and fame ( labhasatkarasloka , cf. Majjhima, I, p. 192, etc.). Now we 
know, from the Adhyasayasamcodanasutra, cited in the Siksasamuccaya, p. 105, that “the search for profits and 
honor causes men to fall into the hells, into the animal destinies or into the world of Yama, and makes him similar in 
conduct to Devadatta and Udraka” ( narakatiryagyoniyamalokaprapdtano labhasatkarah, devadattodrakasamacaro 
Idbhasatkdrah pratyuaveksitavayah). Secondly, the Mpps will record that in Ho to “the sins of lying are numerous”; 
now this is precisely the reproach that could be addressed to Udraka Ramaputra, whose teachings the Buddha had 
followed when he was still the Bodhisattva. The Buddha was full of respect for his old teacher and, if he had been 
still alive, it was to him and to Alara Kalama that he would have preached the Dharma in the first place (Vinaya, I, p. 
7; Mahavastu, III, p. 322-323; Lalitavistara, p. 403), but that does not prevent him from disputing Udraka’s false 
pretenses in Samyutta, IV, 83: Tam kho panetam bhikkhave uddako Rdmaputto avedagu yeva samdno vedagusmiti 
bhasati; asabbajiyeva samdno sabbajismiti bhdsati; apalikhitam yeva gandamulam palikhitaam me gandamulan ti 
bhasati: “Although Uddaka Ramaputta had not attained supreme wisdom, he pretended to have attained it; although 
he was not a universal conqueror, he pretended to be one; although he had not uprooted the root of evil, he pretended 
to have uprooted it.” We may note also that the Mahavyutpatti, no. 3516, places Udraka Ramaputra in the list of the 
TIrthikas. 

97 A sennon of Devadatta is mentioned in the Tsa a han, t 99, no. 499, k. 18, p. 131; Ahguttara, IV, p. 402-403; 
Candikaputta summarizes it for Sariputta in these words: Devadatto dvuso bhikkhunam evam dhammam deseti: yato 
kho dvuso bhikkhuno cetasa cittam paricitam hoti tass ’etam bhikkhunokallam veyyakaranaya: khina jati, vusitam 
brahmacariyam, katam karamyam, ndparam itthattaya ti pajdndmi ti: “Here is how Devadatta preaches the Dharma 
to the monks: When the mind of a bhiksu, O monks, is full of understanding, he is allowed to say: Rebirth is 
destroyed, sainthood is fulfilled, duty is accomplished; there is no further return to this world.” We may add that the 
orthodoxy of this sennon is indisputable. 

Udraka taught the doctrine professed by his father Rama, a doctrine that led to the state of neither 
perception nor non-perception ( naivasamjhdnd-samjhdyatana ); but, finding it insufficient, the Buddha renounced it 
(cf. Majjhima, I, p. 165 sq.; Dhammapadattha, I, p. 85; Mahavastu, II, p. 200; Lalitavistara, p. 244). 

98 See references in Traite, I, p. 407, note. 
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good mind ( kusalacitta ), so also the gift of the Dharma is not generosity of the Dharma without a pure 
mind and good intention. Moreover, preaching the Dharma ( dharmadesana ) inspired by a pure mind and a 
good intention praises the Three Jewels ( triratna ), opens the door of sin (dpatti) and merit ( punya ), teaches 
the four noble Truths (dryasatya), converts beings and introduces them to the Buddhist path 
(buddhamdrga): this preaching constitutes the authentic generosity of the Dharma. 

Finally, in brief ( samdsatah ), preaching the Dharma ( dharmadesana) is of two types: the first, which 
avoids tormenting beings ( sattvdn anupahatya ) and is inspired by a good mind ( kusalacitta ) and 
compassion ( karund ), is the cause and condition for reaching Buddhahood; the second, which perceives 
(samanupasyati) the true emptiness ( sunyata) of dharmas, is the cause and condition of the path of nirvana. 
When one preaches this twofold Dharma in the midst of a great assembly ( mahdparsad ) with feelings of 
compassion (karund), without aiming at fame (yasas ), wealth ( Idbha ) or honors ( satkdra ), one is practicing 
generosity of the Dharma of the pure Buddhist path ( visuddhabuddhamdrga). 


\Asoka and the bhiksu with the pleasant breath ]" - 


It is said: King A chon k’ie (Asoka) built eighty-four thousand Buddhist stupas one day. 100 Although he had 
not yet seen the Path, he had faith (prasdda ) in the Dharma. Each day, he invited the bhiksus to his palace 
and paid homage ( pujd ) to them; each day he had beside him, in turn, a Dharma teacher (dharmacarya) 
who preached the Dharma to him. There was a young tripitakadharmacarya, intelligent ( medhdvin ) and 
handsome (abhirupa)', when his turn came to preach the Dharma, he was seated beside the king and his 
mouth exhaled a thousand perfumes ( gandha ). Astonished, the king said to himself: “This is not good. With 


99 This anecdote is borrowed from the Ta tchouang yen louen king, T 201, no. 55, k. 10, p. 309c-310b (tr, Huber, 
Sutrdlamkdra, p. 273-278), which in turn is derived from the A yu wang tchouan, T 2042, k. 7, p. 128b-c (tr. 
Przyluski, Asoka, p. 411-412). In the latter source, the bhiksu is named Utpala. - A slightly different version is in the 
Tchong king aiuan tsa p’i yu king, T 208, no. 41, k. 2, p. 541c-542a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 130-133): King 
Asoka had taken away from Kasmir the wife of an upasaka; having become queen, she burst into tears on smelling a 
beautiful flower that reminded her of the perfume of her former husband who, in the meantime, had become a 
sramana and had attained arhathood. The king had him come into his presence and determined that the body of this 
monk was more perfumed than the lotus. In a previous lifetime, this monk had paid homage to a bodhisattva who 
was reciting sacred texts and had burned incense in his honor; the pleasant smell that he exhaled was the reward of 
this offering. - It is not impossible that Asoka had a Kasmirian woman among his queens: the RajataraiiginI, I, v. 
108 sq., knows of a Jalauka, son of Asoka, who reigned in Kasmir. - Besides, it is a well-known theme of Buddhist 
hagiography that a pleasant smell came from the bodies of saintly individuals; this was the case of the Sugandhas or 
Sugandhins mentioned in the Avadanasataka, I, p. 350-353; Kalpadrumav., chap. 16; Theragatha, v. 24 (tr. Rh. D„ 
Brethren, p. 28-29); Apadana, II, p. 459-463. 

100 On these 84,000 stupas of Asoka, cf. Divya, p. 381; Tsa a han, T 99, k. 23„ p. 165a; A yu wang tchouan, T 2042, 
k. 1, p. 102a (tr. Przyluski, Asoka, p. 243-244); A yu wang king, T 2043, k. 1, p. 135a; Dipavamsa, VI, v. 96; 
Mahavamsa, V, v, 175-176. 
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this perfume, he will trouble my palace people.” And speaking to the bhiksu, h said: “What do you have in 
your mouth? Open your mouth so I can see.” The bhiksu opened his mouth and the king saw that there was 
nothing there. He made him rinse his mouth with water, but the perfume remained as before. The king 
asked: “Bhadante, have you always had this perfume?” The bhiksu replied: ”1 have had it for a long time.” 
The king asked: “Since when?” The bhiksu answered with this stanza: 


Since the time of the Buddha Kasyapa 
I have had this perfume; 

It has lasted since then 

And seems always to be renewed. 


The king said: “Bhadante, you speak [too] briefly ( samdsatah ), I do not understand; explain more fully 
(vis tar ah)." The bhiksu replied: “O king, listen carefully ( ekacittena ) to my words. Once, at the time of the 
Buddha Kasyapa, I was a bhiksu preacher (dharmadesakd). In the great assembly (mahaparsad), I always 
had great pleasure in describing the immense qualities (apramanaguna) of the bhagavat Kasyapa as well as 
the true nature (bhutalaksand) of dharmas; in innumerable sermons ( dhannapaiydya ) I took care to 
celebrate [the Buddha] and teach all beings. Since then I have always possessed the wonderful fragrance 
that [144b] comes from my mouth; from lifetime to lifetime, without interruption, it has been as it is 
today.” And the bhiksu spoke this stanza: 


This fragrance surpasses and eclipses 

The perfume of all the flowers of the vegetable kingdom; 

It can make all hearts rejoice; 

From lifetime to lifetime, it continues ceaselessly. 


Then the king, with mixed shame (apatrdpa) and joy ( priti ), said to the bhiksu: “ It is wonderful (adbhutd) 
that the virtue of preaching ( dharmadesandguna ) can bear such great fruit!” The bhiksu answered: “That is 
its flower (puspa ) but not its fruit (phala ).” The king said: “What are its fruits? Please explain to me.” The 
bhiksu answered: “In brief ( samdsatah ), its fruits are ten in number: listen well, O king.” And the bhikshu 
spoke these stanzas: 


1) Great reknown ( mahayasas ), 

2) beauty (prasdda), 
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5) The conquest of happiness ( suklialablia ), 

4) the signs of respect ( satkdra ), 

5) A majestic light like the sun and the moon, 

6) The love of all people, 

7) The art of speech ( pratibhdna ), 

8) possession of great knowledge ( mahajnana ), 

9) Disappearance of all the bonds (sarvabandhaksaya), 

10) Destruction of suffering ( duhkhanirodha ) and acquisition of nirvana: 

These are the ten fruits [of preaching].” 

The king asked: “Bhadanta, by celebrating the qualities of the Buddha, how did you obtain the ten fruits as 
reward?” 

Then the bhiksu answered with these stanzas: 

In celebrating the qualities of the Buddha, 

I did it so that everyone heard everywhere. 

As reward for this merit 
I obtained great fame. 

In celebrating the true qualities of the Buddha 
I did it so that everyone rejoiced. 

Because of this merit 

I have always, from one lifetime to the next, been handsome. 

In speaking to people about sins (dpatti ) and merit (punya ), 

I made them obtain the place of happiness ( sukhdvati ). 

As a result of this merit, 

I enjoy happiness and am always content. 

In celebrating the power of the Buddha’s qualities, 
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I overcame all their hearts. 


Because of this merit, 

I ceaselessly gather the signs of respect. 

By lighting the lamp of preaching, 

I illumined all beings. 

Because of this merit. 

My majestic light shines like the sun. 

In celebrating the Buddha’s qualities in all ways, 

I satisfied all beings. 

As a result of this merit, 

I am always loved by people. 

In celebrating the Buddha’s qualities with skillful speech 
I have set neither bounds nor limits. 

As a result of this merit. 

My eloquence (pratibhdna ) is inexhaustible. 

In celebrating the wondrous attributes of the Buddha 
I commit no errors. 

As a result of this merit, 

[I have acquired] great purity of knowledge. 

[144c] In celebrating the Buddha’s qualities 

I have decreased people’s afflictions ( klesa ). 

As a result of this merit. 

My bonds are broken and my stains destroyed. 
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By the breaking of the two types of bonds 
I have realized Nirvana. 

Thus, when the rain pours down 

The fire is extinguished, there is no more heat. 


He spoke again to the king: “If there is something you have not understood, this is the time to overcome the 
army of your doubts ( samsayasend) with the arrows of knowledge (jndnasara ).” 

The king said to the Dharma master: “I have understood well; I have no more doubt. The Bhadanta is a 
virtuous man, skilled in celebrating the Buddha.” 

Preaching the Dharma by means of all kinds of Nidanas of this kind is to save people and this is what is 
called generosity of the Dharma. 

Question. -Which is more important, material generosity (amisadana ) or generosity of the Dharma 
( dharmadana )? 

Answer. - As the Buddha has said: “Of the two generosities, generosity of the Dharma is more 
important.” 101 Why? 

1) The fruit of retribution (phalavipdka) of material generosity occurs in the desire realm ( kdmadhdtu ), 
whereas the fruit of retribution of generosity of the Dharma is in the threefold world ( traidhatuka ) or above 
the threefold world. 102 

2) Moreover, words (vac) that are pure ( visuddha ) reach the central point of the reasoning {yukti ) and the 
mind ( citta ) attains it also. This is why they surpass the threefold world. 

3) Moreover, material generosity is limited ( sapramdna ), whereas generosity of the Dharma is limitless 
(i apramdna ); material generosity is exhausted, whereas generosity of the Dharma is inexhaustible: it is like 
a fire ( agni ) fed by kindling (; indhana ), the light of which is always increasing. 

4) Moreover, the retribution ( vipdka ) of material generosity involves mediocre purity ( visuddhi ) and many 
stains (mala), whereas the retribution of generosity of the Dharma has few stains and great purity. 

5) Moreover, carrying great gifts requires (apeksate) a great show of power, whereas the gift of the Dharma 
depends on nothing other than realization. 

6) Moreover, material generosity can bring about the increase ( vrddhi ) [only] of the four great elements 
(i caturmahdbhuta ) and material organs (indriya), whereas generosity of the Dharma leads to the perfection 


101 Anguttara, I, p. 91; Itivuttaka, p. 98; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 7, p. 577b: Dve ‘mdni bhikkhave ddnani. 
Katamdni dve? Amisadanan ca dhammadanan ca. Imani kho bhikkhave ddnani. Etad aggam bhikkhave imesam 
dvinnam dananam yadidam dhammaddnam ti. 

102 Compare Bodh. Bhumi, p. 133: dmisabhayadanam saprabhedam ihasukham, dharmadanam punah 
saprabhedam amutrasukham. 
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( paripuri ) of the pure organs ( anasravendriya ), the powers (bala) and the Path of enlightenment 
(bodhimarga). 

7) Moreover, whether there is a Buddha [here below] or not, material generosity always exists in the world; 
on the other hand, generosity of the Dharma can be practiced only if there is a Buddha in the world. This is 
how we know that generosity of the Dharma is very rare. Why is it rare? Even the pratyekabuddhas [do not 
practice it], because they cannot preach the Dharma. They [are limited] to practicing mendicancy 
( pindapdta ) correctly and to converting beings by flying (patana ) or by transforming themselves 
( parinama ). 103 

8) Moreover, material gifts can be derived from generosity of the Dharma, and one can equal the sravakas, 
pratyekabuddhas, the bodhisattvas and even the Buddhas. 

9) Finally, generosity of the Dharma can analyze ( vibhaj -) all dharmas: impure ( sdsrava ) and pure 
(andsrava) dharmas, material ( rupidharma ) and immaterial (drupyadharma ) dharmas, conditioned 
(sainsb-ta) and unconditioned ( asamsakrta ) dharmas, good ( kusala ), bad ( akusala ) and indeterminate 
(, avydkrta ) dharmas, permanent ( nitya ) and impermanent ( anitya ) dharmas, existent (sat) and non-existent 
(asat) dharmas. The true nature (bliutalaksana) of all dharmas is pure ( visuddha ), indestructible ( abhedya ) 
and unchangeable ( avyaya ). The brief explanation ( samksepa ) of all these dharmas makes up the eighty- 
four thousand Baskets of the Dharma (caturashitidharmapitaka): the developed ( vistara ) explanation is 
limitless ( apramdna ). All these dharmas are analyzed ( vibhakta ) and cognized ( vijndta ) thanks to the 
generosity of the Dharma; this is why generosity of the Dharma is the higher gift. 

These two generosities, [material and Dharma], together form “Generosity”. When one practices this 
twofold generosity while wishing to become Buddha, one is able to lead people to the state of Buddha and, 
all the [k. 12, p. 145a] more so, to other states. 

Question. - Four kinds of abandonings ( tydga ) constitute generosity, namely: abandoning material goods 
(dmisatydga ), the gift of the Dharma (, dharmatydga ), the gift of of safety (abhayatydga) and abandonment 
of the afflictions ( klesatydga ). Why mention only the [last] two tydgas here? 

Answer. - Because the gift of safety ( abhayatydga ) is not distinct from the virtue of morality (sila), we do 
not speak of it here. On the other hand, as [we will deal later with the virtue] of wisdom (prajnd ), we do not 
speak of the abandonment of the passions ( klesatydga ) here. If we were not going to deal with the six 
virtues ( paramita), it would be necessary to mention these four abandonments together. 


II. VIRTUE OF GENEROSITY 


Question. - What is meant by Danaparamita (Virtue of generosity)? 


103 On the pratyekabuddhas, see L. de La Vallee Poussin, Pratyekabuddlia, ERE, X, p. 152-154; Malalasekera, II, p. 
94-96. 
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Answer. - The meaning of dana (generosity) has been explained above (chap. XIX). As for paramita, here: 

1) Para, in the language of Ts’in, means ’’the other bank”; mi, in the language of Ts’in, means to “arrive 
at”. Therefore the expression means: “To cross over the river of generosity ( dananadi) and to attain the 
other shore.” 104 

Question. - What is meant by: “Not attaining the other shore”? 

Answer. - Not to attain the other shore is, e.g., beginning to cross a river and turning back before arriving. 

[Sariputra renounces the Greater Vehicle ]. 1(to - Sariputra, who had practiced the bodhisattva path for 
sixteen kalpas, 106 wanted to cross over the river of generosity. One day a beggar came to him and asked for 
his eye ( nayana ). Sariputra said to him: “My eye will be of no use to you; why do you want it?” But if you 
asked me for my body {kayo) or my goods (, dmisadravya ), I would give them to you immediately.” The 
beggar answered: “I do not need your body or your goods; I only want your eye. If you really practice 
generosity, you will give me your eye.” Then Sariputra tore out one of his eyes and gave it to him. The 
beggar took it and, in front of Sariputra, h e sniffed it, spat upon it with disgust, threw it on the ground and 
stamped on it with his feet. Sariputra said to himself: “People as vicious as this are hard to save. My eye 
was of no use to him at all but he demanded it violently and, when he got it, he threw it away and stamped 
on it. What can be more vicious? Such people cannot be saved. It is better to tame oneself; one will free 
oneself sooner from samsara.” Having had this thought, Sariputra left the bodhisattva path and returned to 
the Lesser [145b] Vehicle ( hmaydna ). This is what is called not reaching the other shore. But if one travels 
one’s path directly without turning back ( avinivartana ) and reaches Buddhaood, that is called reaching the 
other shore. 

2) Furthermore, having done what had to be done (krtakrtya) 101 is “to reach the other shore”. [Note: In 
India, it is commonly said of someone who has accomplished that which had to be done, that he has 
reached the other shore.] 

3) Furthermore, “This shore” [the shore from which one is departing], is greed (, mdtsarya ); the river is 
generosity; and “the other shore” is Buddhahood. 

4) Furthermore, “this shore” is the wrong view of existence and non-existence ( bhavavibhavadrsti) m ; “the 
other shore” is wisdom (prajhd) which destroys the wrong view of existence and non-existence; the river is 
the diligent practice of generosity. 


104 For the etymology of the word paramita, see Kosa, IV, p. 231; Madh. avatara, p. 30 (tr. Lav., Museon, 1907, p. 
277); Samdhinirmocana, IX, §13; Sutralamkara, ed. Levi. XVI, 15; Samgraha, p. 186; 
Abhidharmasamuccayavyakhya, T 1606, k. 11, p. 748a; Siddhi, p. 628. 

105 The story of the downfall of Sariputra, who abandoned the Greater Vehicle to return to the Lesser Vehicle, is 
repeated in King liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 14, p. 69b. 

106 On the sixteen kalpas of Sariputra’s career, cf. P’i p’o cha, T 1545, k. 71, p. 366c; k. 101, p. 525b. 

107 For this expression, see above, Traite, I, p. 212-215F. 

108 Cf. Traite, I, p. 423F, n.l. 
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5. Finally, there are two types of gifts: the gift of Mara and the gift of Buddha. Mara’s gift is accompanied 
by fetters ( samyojana ), theft ( harana ), sadness (, daurmanasya ), confusion ( updydsa) and fear ( bhima ); it is 
called “this shore”. Buddha’s gift is pure generosity ( visuddlwdana ), free of fetters and objects of fear, 
leading to Buddhahood; it is called “the other shore” and it constitutes the Paramita. 


[Asivisopamasutra] 109 . - 


109 The Asivisopamasutra is taken from the Samyutta, IV, p. 172-174 (tr. Woodward, Kindred Sayings, IV, p. 107- 
110). It also occurs in the Samyukta and the Chinese Ekottara: Tsa a han, T 99, nO. 1172, k. 43, p. 313b-315a; Tsing 
yi a han, T 125, k. 23, p. 669c-670. These two versions correspond in essence to the Pali text. 

The Pali Samyutta and the Tseng yi a han place the Asivisopamasutra in SravastI, in the Jetavana in the 
Anathapindadarama, while the Tsa a han places it at KausambI in the Ghositarama. 

The Chinese versions have some details lacking in the Pali text but which appear in the Mpps. The Tsa a 
han and the Tseng yi a han note that the four venomous snakes are in a trunk (k’ie ) or a chest (han), symbolizing the 
human body, the receptacle of the four great elements. Moreover, the Tseng yi a han, like the Mpps, has a king 
ordering the hero of the story to feed and bathe the snakes at a certain time. 

In the Pali Samyutta and the two Chinese versions, the hero, in his flight, successively meets five deadly 
enemies ( pahcavadhaka paccatthikd), a sixth individual the burglar assasin ( chattha antaracaravadhaka ), an empty 
village (suhha gdma), robber pillagers of villages (cord gcimagharaka), a vast expanse of water (maha udakannava). 
In the Mpps, the adventures are slightly different: the hero successively meets five hired assassins sent by the king to 
catch him, a false friend, an empty village, a good counsellor, a great river. - Moreover, the interpretation of the 
parable varies from one source to the other: the Pali Samyutta and the two Chinese versions see in the vast expanse 
of water an allegory symbolizing the four streams of desire (kdma), existence (bhava), wrong view (ditthi) and 
ignorance (avidya), whereas the Mpps sees, in the great river, a figure indicating thirst (trsna). 

These significant differences show that the Mpps instead of being directly inspired by the canonical texts 
of the Pali Samyutta, the Tsa a han or the Tseng yi a han, has borrowed its parable from other sources. In fact, the 
Asivisopamasutra, as told here by the Mpps, is taken almost textually from a chapter of the Mahaparinirvanasutra (T 
374, k. 23, p. 499a-b; T 375, k. 21, p. 742c-743a), of which here is the translation: 

A king filled a trunk with four venomous (dskvisa) snakes and commanded a man to feed them, put them to 
sleep and wake them, rub their bodies. He ordered: “If anybody infuriates one of these snakes, I will takes steps to 
have him put to death and his body exposed in a public place.” Then on hearing the royal decree, our man became 
frightened, abandoned the trunk and fled. At once the king ordered five candalas to draw their swords and pursue 
him. Looking back, our man saw them and fled even more quickly. Then the five men, resorting to a trick, hid their 
swords which they were carrying and sent after him an individual who, pretending to be his friend, said to him: “You 
can turn back.” But our man did not believe them and took refuge in a village (grama) where he tried to hide. 
Coming into the village he furtively inspected all the houses, but saw no one; he took some containers (bhajana) but 
they were empty, without contents. Seeing nobody and not finding any provisions, he sat down on the ground. In the 
sky he heard a voice that said: “Hey, man! This village is empty and without inhabitants, but tonight six great thieves 
(mahdcaura) will come; If you ever encounter them, your life will not be spared. How then will you escape them?” 
Then our man, his fear increasing, took flight. On his road he found a river with choppy water, but he had no boat [to 
cross it].; feverishly, he gathered all kinds of material and built a boat (kaula). He thought: “If I stay here, I will be 
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In the Fo chouo tou cheyu king (Asivisopamasutra), it is said: 

A man who had committed an offence against the king was commanded by the latter to take a chest 
containing four venomous snakes and to guard them and take care of them. The man said: “It is dangerous 
to come near these four snakes; they kill anyone who approaches them. It is impossible to feed even one of 
these snakes, let alone four at once.” Then he threw away the chest and fled. The king ordered five men to 
take their swords and pursue him. Thereupon, an individual, of attractive speech but inwardly hostile, said 
to the man: “It would be reasonable to feed these snakes; that would not cause any harm.” Smelling a rat, 
our man went his own way and saved his life by fleeing. He came to an empty village where an honest man 
skillfully ( updyena ) said to him: “Although this village is empty, it serves as a stopping-place for thieves. If 
you stay here, you should watch out for the robbers. So don’t stay here.” Then our man came to a great 


the victim of the four poisonous snakes, the five candalas, the false friend and the six great thieves; if I cross the 
river and my boat does not hold, I will fall in the water and drown. I prefer to fall in the water and die rather than be 
the victim of the snakes and the robbers.” At once, he pushed his straw raft into the water, seated himself on it and 
paddling with his hands and feet, he reached the other shore [where he found] peace ( ksema ) and safety; his mind 
(citta) was calmed and his fears disappeared. 

The Mahaparinirvanasutra follows this apoplogue with a long interpretation that can be summarized as 
follows: the body is like the trunk; earth, water, fire and wind the four venemous snakes; the five candalas, the five 
skandhas; the false friend, ragatrsna; the empty cillage, the six adhyatmikayatanas; the river, the klesas\ the raft, 
vimukti, jhana-darsana , the six paramitas and the thirty-seven bodhipaksikadharmas; the other shore, 
nityasukhanirvana. 

The Asivisopamasutra seems to have been particularly well-known in north-west India, a region with 
which the Mpps shows so much acquaintance. According to the Samantapasadika, I, p. 66, the Chan ken liu p’i p’o 
cha, T 1462, k. 2, p. 685b; and the Mahavamsa, XII, v. 26, the sthavira Madhyanyika (thera Majjhantika) preached it 
to the naga king Aravala and the people of Kasmlra-Gandhara; eighty-four thousand listeners were converted to 
Buddhism and a hundred thousand received ordination. 

It should be noted, however, that this preaching of the Aslvisipamasutra is not mentioned in the 
Sarvastivadin texts dealing with the conversion of Kasmir by Madhyantika: Ken pen chou... tsa che, T 1451, k. 49, 
p. 410c-41 lb (tr. Przyluski, Le Nord-Ouest de Vlnde, JA, 1914, p. 533-537); A yu wang tchouan, T 2042, k. 4, p. 
116b-c (tr. Przyluski, Asoka, p. 340-342); A yu wang king, T 2043, k. 7, p. 156a-b. 

The Asivisopamasutra should not be confused with the Asivisasutta of the Anguttara, II, p. 110-111 ) tr. 
Woodward, Gradual Sayings, II, p. 115-116) another important sutra, which has no parallel in the Chinese Tripitaka, 
but which is often cited in the Pali sources; cf. Puggalapannatti, p. 48; Suttanipata, comm., p. 458. 

Finally, we note that the four great elements entering into the bodily composition are often compared to 
poisonous snkes; cf. Traite, I, p. 8iF; Sutralamkara, tr. Huber, p. 153, 387; Vimalaklrtinirdesasutra, T475, k. 1, p. 
539b28. Gold, particularly deadly, recalls the same comparison: Sutralamkara, tr. Huber, p. 171. 

The apologue of the four poisonous snakes, contained in the Asivisopamasutra, shows traits in common 
with the parable of “the man in the well”, which has four snakes (i.e., the four elements) threatening to bite a man 
clinging to a root on the edge of a well; cf. Chavannes, Contes , II, p. 83-84; III, p. 257; IV, p. 158, 235-238; J. Ph. 
Vogel, The Man in the Well , RAA, XI, 1937, p. 109-115. 
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river, on the other shore of the river (para), there was a foreign land, a very happy country ( sukhdvati ), 
peaceful, pure and free of torment. Immediately, our man gathered materials and ropes and built himself a 
raft. Using his hands and feet , he paddled across the river and reached the other shore, Sukhavatl, free of 
torment. 

The king is king Mara; the chest is the human body; the four poisonous snakes are the four great elements 
( caturmahdbhiita ); the five solders with drawn swords are the five aggregates (pahcaskandha ); the 
individual with fine words but bad intentions is attachment (sahga)\ the empty village is the six attractions 
(ruci); the thieves are the six sense objects (sadbahydyatana); the honest man who addresses him with 
compassion is the good teacher; the great river is thirst (trsna); the raft is the Noble eightfold Path 
(dstdngikdryamarga)', paddling with hands and feet is exertion (vfrya); this shore is the world ( loka ); the 
other shore is nirvana; the man who crosses over is the arhat who has destroyed the defilements 
( ksTndsrava ). 

It is the same for the bodhisattva. If his generosity comes up against three obstacles (dvardna) [which 
consist of saying]: “It is / who am giving such and such a thing to this recipient ’, he falls under Mara’s 
power and he does not escape from difficulties. But if the bodhisattva’s gift is triply pure 
(trimandalaparisuddha ) and free of these three obstacles (dvarana),"" he reaches the other shore and is 
praised [145c] by the Buddha: this is called Ddnapdramitd, this is arriving at the other shore [of 
generosity]. The six Paramitas allow people to cross the great ocean of the afflictions (kiesa) - greed 
(:matsarya ), etc. - and attachment (sahga) and lead them to the other shore. 




Question. - But arhats and pratyekabuddhas also reach the other shore. Why do we not speak of the 
Paramitas [in their regard]? 

Answer. - The arhats and pratyekabuddhas reach the other shore just like the Buddha reached the other 
shore; but, although the words are the same, the reality is different. The shore [that they leave] is samsara; 
the shore [that they reach] is nirvana; however, they do not reach the other shore of generosity [like the 
Buddhas and the bodhisattvas]. Why? Because they are not able to give everything (sarva) at all times 
(sai’vatra) in every way (sarvena). Even supposing they do give, they are not motivated by the great mind 
[of Bodhi]. Practicing generosity, sometimes with a neutral mind ( avydkrtacitta ), sometimes with a good 
but impure mind ( sdsravakusalacitta ), sometimes with a pure mind that lacks compassion ( andsravacitta 
mahdkarundrahita), they are unable to “give for all beings”. But when the bodhisattvas give, they know 
that the gift has no birth (anutpanna), does not perish (aniruddha), is free of stains ( andsrava ), is 
unconditioned ( asamskrta ) and like nirvana ( nirvdnasama ), and they know they are giving for all beings. 
This is what is called danaparamita. 


See above, p. 676F, n. 2. 
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Others call danaparamita the fact of dedicating all wealth, all inner and outer goods to generosity, without 
seeking for reward (phalavipdka ). 

Finally, the fact of being inexhaustible ( aksayatva ) constitutes danaparamita. Why? When one knows that 
the thing given ( deyadravya ) is absolutely empty ( atyantasunya ), like nirvana (nirvanasama), and in this 
spirit, one gives alms to beings, the reward of generosity (ddnavipdka) is called danaparamita. Just as a 
sage (rsi) having the five supernatural powers (abhijnd) hides a precious object in the rock and, to preserve 
it, he crushes diamond and coats it so as to make it indestructible, so the bodhisattva coats his generosity 
with the wisdom of the true nature of nirvana so as to make it inexhaustible. Moreover, the bodhisattva 
gives for all beings and as the number of beings is inexhaustible, his gift also is inexhaustible. Finally, the 
bodhisattva gives in order to acquire] the attributes of Buddha and, as these attributes are immense 
(apramana) and infinite ( ananta ), his gift too is immense and infinite. 

This is why, although the arhats and pratyekabuddhas reach the other shore [of nirvana], it cannot be said 
that they have reached the other shore [of generosity]. 


III. PERFECTION OF GENEROSITY 


Question. - What is meant by perfection of generosity ( danaparipuri )? 

Answer. - As we have said above, the bodhisattva practices all the generosities. Whether it is a matter of 
inner (adhyatmika) goods or outer (bdhya) goods, great ( mahat ) or small (parftta ), numerous ( sambahula ) 
or few ( alpa ), coarse ( sthula ) or subtle ( suksma ), valued ( adhyavasita ) or scorned (anadhyavasita), useful 
(arthika) or useless ( apdrthika ), the bodhisattva abandons all of these. His mind is without regret 
(vipratisara) and even ( sama ) towards all beings. He does not make considerations such as the following: 
“It is necessary to make large gifts, not small gifts; one should give to monastics ( pravrajita ) and not to lay 
people; one should give to humans ( manusjya ) and not to animals (tilyagoni). ,, He gives to all beings with 
[146a] perfect equanimity ( samacittatd); he gives without seeking any reward ( vipdka ) and realizes the true 
nature ( bhutalaksana ) of generosity. This is what is understood by perfection of generosity. 

Furthermore, he keeps no count of time (kdla), day ( ahar ) or night ( rdtri ), winter ( hemanta ) or summer 
(grisma), favorable or unfavorable moment; he gives equally at all time, and his heart feels no regret. He 
even goes so far as to giving up his head (siras, his eyes ( nayana ), his marrow (majjd) and his skull (cf. 
Trade, I, p. 143F). This is the perfection of generosity. 

Furthermore, some say: During the interval of time between the first production of the mind of Bodhi 
(prathamacittotpdda ) up to the thirty-four minds under the Bodhi tree, 111 the generosity practiced by the 
bodhisattva is perfect generosity. 


111 For these thirty-four minds, of which sixteen are darsanamarga and eighteen are bhavanamarga, see above. 
Trade, I, p. 434, n. 2. 
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Furthermore, in the seventh bhiimi (saptamabhumi), the bodhisattva obtains the knowledge of the true 
nature ( satyalaksana ) of dharmas. From then on, he adorns ( alamkaroti ) the buddhafields ( buddhaksetra ) 
converts ( vinayati ) beings, worships (pujayaU) the Buddhas and acquires great miraculous powers 
(mahabhijna): he divides his own body into innumerable bodies and rains down the seven jewels 
(saptaratna), flowers (puspa ), perfumes ( gandha ), banners {pataka) and garlands ( nicaya ) from each of 
these bodies; he transforms himself into a great lamp ( dipa ), like Mount Sumeru and pays homage to the 
Buddhas and assemblies of bodhisattvas of the ten directions. Then in marvelous accents, he celebrates the 
qualities of the Buddhas in verse; he pays homage {vandana) to them, worships ( puja ), respects ( satkdrd) 
and welcomes them (pratyudgamana ). 

Fie causes a rain of all kinds of food (dhdra) and clothing {vastra) to fall on innumerable lands of the 
hungry ghosts (pretavisaya ) of the ten directions, enough to fill them fully. Flaving been filled to 
satisfaction {trpti), all the pretas produce the mind of supreme and perfect enlightenment 
{anuttarasamyaksambodhi). 

Then he goes to the animal realm ( tiiyagyoni ); he commands the animals to improve themselves and to cast 
aside all feelings of mutual hostility; he chases away their fears ( bhaya ) and each is gratified according to 
their needs. Flaving obtained satisfaction, all the animals produce the mind of anuttarasamyaksambodhi. 

Among the damned ( naraka ) plunged in the immense torments of the hells, he causes the extinction of the 
hell fires and the cooling of the boiling water. When their punishment has ceased and their hearts are 
healed, the damned feel neither hunger ( bubhuksd) nor thirst (pipdsa ); they obtain rebirth among the god or 
humans and that is why they produce the mind of anuttarasamyaksambodhi. 

To the poor people {daridra) of the ten directions, the bodhisattva gives good fortune; as for the rich 
(dhanya), he rejoices them by satisfying them with various flavors (rasa) and colors ( rupa ); this is why 
they all produce the mind of anuttarasamyaksambodhi. 

The bodhisattva goes to the gods of the desire realm {kdmadhdtudeva) and makes them renounce their 
heavenly sense pleasures (, kamasukha ); he rejoices them by giving them this wondrous jewel that is the 
bliss of the Dharma {dharmasukha)\ this is why they all produced the mind of anuttarasamyaksambodhi. 

Finally, he goes to the gods of the form realm ( rupadhbtudeva ) and destroys their attachment to pleasure of 
meditative concentration ( sambdhisukhbsvadana ); he rejoices them by means of the dhydnas appropriate to 
bodhisattvas. This is why thess gods produce the mind of anuttarasamyaksambodhi. 

This [activity] which is continued until the tenth bhiimi (dasamabhumi) is called the perfection of the virtue 
of generosity ( ddnapdramitdpuri ). 


112 For the conduct of the bodhisattva in the seventh bhumi, called “Far-Gone” {duramgama bhiimi), see 
Dasabhumikasutra, p. 55-63 and Introduction by J. Rahder. Other references in Samgraha, p. 38-39. 
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Furthermore, the bodhisattva has two kinds of bodies (kayo): 1) a body bom from bonds and actions 
( bandhanakannajakdya ) and 2) a body of the Dharma (dharmakaya).' 13 The perfection of the virtue of 
generosity that he practices in these [146b] two bodies is called paripurnaddnapdramitd. 

Question. - What is meant by virtue of generosity belonging to the body born of bonds and actions? 

Answer. - Without having attained the Dharmakaya and without having broken his fetters 
( ksinasamyojana ), the bodhisattva is able to give all his precious goods ( ratnadravya ) unreservedly, his 
head ( siras ), his eyes ( nayana ), his marrow ( majja ), his skull (,mastaka ), his kingdom ( rdjya ), his wealth 
( dhana ), his wife ( dam ), his children ( putra ), his internal (ddhydtmika) or external ( bdhya ) possessions, 
without his mind feeling emotions. 

[Visvantarajdtaka l4 ]. - Thus the prince ( kumara ) Sin t’i na (Sudinna?), in the language of Ts’in “Excellent 
Generosity”, gave his two children (putra ) to a brahmin, and then he gave his wife, without his heart being 
upset by emotion. 


113 To understand this text and the developments that follow, it is useful to compare other passages of the Mpps that 
deal with the two bodies of the Bodhisattva, Some have already been listed in Hobogirin, p. 141, and in the appendix 
to the Siddhi, p. 780f. In order to justify my [Lamotte] translations, I would like to mention that de La Vallee 
Poussin, Notes bouddhiques, VIII,BCL A, 1929, p. 218, has established that the fa-sing (61 and 4) of Kumarajlva 
which, in Hiuan-tsang’s versions, corresponds to dharmafd, translates dharmadhdtu here. Dhannadhatu may be 
translated as Absolute; according to the explanation of the Samgraha, p. 121, it is called thus because it is the cause 
(dhatu = hetu) of pure dhannas ( vaiyavadanika ). 

T 1509, k. 28, p. 264b: We have already said that the Bodhisattva entering into the dharmavasthd, abiding 
in the avaivartikabhumi, acquires a body bom of the Absolute ( dharmadhdtujakdya ) when his last fleshly body 
(; mdmsakaya ) is exhausted, because, although he has cut all the afflictions (klesa), the perfuming (vasana) of the 
afflictions remains; thus he takes a dharmadhdtujakdya, not an existence in the threefold world ( traidhdtukajdti). 

T 1509, k. 30, p. 283a-b: Although the Bodhisattva has not attained either acquiescence of non-production 
(i anutpadaksanti ) or the five abhijnas, his fleshly body of birth and death ( cyutupapattimdmsakdya , or 
samsdramdmsakaya) possesses a mind of great compassion (mahdkarunacitta) and is able to give beings all the 
inner and outer goods that he possesses. 

T 1509, k. 30, p. 284a: When the Bodhisattva enters into nydma , he abandons the body of birth-and-death 
(cyutupapattikdya or samsdrakdya ) and acquires the true form of the Absolute ( dharmadhdtu ). 

114 The Mpps will return to this jataka later (k. 33, p. 304c): “The bodhisattva Siu ti nien na (Sudhinna) gave a fine 
white elephant to an enemy family; withdrawn into the depths of the mountains, he gave twelve ugly brahmins his 
two dear sons; then he gave his wife and his eyes to a fictive brahmin. Then the earth shook violently, the heavens 
rolled with thunder and the ether rained down a rain of flowers.” 

We are dealing with a quite special recension of the well-known Visvantarajataka. Whereas Visvantara is 
elsewhere called Sudana “Excellent generosity” (T 152, k. 2, p. 7c29; T 171, p. 418cl6), Sudanta or Suddmshtra 
“With Beautiful Teeth” (T 2087, k. 2, p. 881 b8; Rastrapalapariprccha, p. 22., 1. 18; Lalitavistara, p. 167, 1. 21), here 
he is sumamed Sudinna “Excellent Generosity”. In the other sources, it is to a single brahmin that he gives his 
children and not to, as here, “twelve ugly brahmins”. Finally, the mention of the gift of the eyes, after that of the 
wife, occurs only here. 
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The story is well known: “Visvantara, or Vessantara, was a young prince who had a passion for generosity. 
He had a white elephant endowed with the magical power of bringing the rains. A neighboring king whose land was 
afflicted with aridity, asked for the animal. Visvantara gave it to him; his countrymen were furious and demanded 
his punishment. The generous prince had to leave in exile, accompanied by his wife MadrI who wanted to share his 
exile and their two children, Jalin and Krsnajina. On the way, two brahmins demanded the horses of his chariot: he 
gave them away; a third demanded the chariot itself: he gave it. At the cost of a thousand sufferings, the exiled 
family finally arrived at the forest of Vanka chosen for his exile. They lived there in a hut, eating roots and wild 
fruits. The trees, moved by compassion, bent down their branches to offer their fruit to the two chikdren of 
Visvantara and MadrI. But a new brahmin named Jujaka arose and demanded that the father give him the two 
children to be his servants. Despite their terror, despite the desolation, he gave them. The god Indra, disguised as an 
ascetic, came and demanded his wife as slave: he gave her also. Finally Indra made himself known and gave back to 
the hero his family and his goods.” (R. Grousset). 

Here is a summary of the main sources: 

Pali sources: Jataka no. 547, VI, p. 479-596; Cariyapitaka, I, no. 9, p. 78-81 (tr. Law, p. 100-105). - Many 
allusions or references: Jataka. I, p. 47; Milinda, p. 112, 274; Samantapasadika, I, p. 245; Dhammpadattha, I, p. 69; 
Vibhanga Comm., p. 414; Mahavamsa, XXX, v. 88; Colavamsa, XLII, v. 5. Avadanakalpalata, no. 23, vol. I, p. 646- 
551. Allusions in Rastrapalapariprccha, p. 22,1. 18; Lalitavistara, p. 167,1. 21. 

Tibetan sources: Dulwa, tr. Schiefner-Ralston, Tibetan Tales, no. 16, p. 257-272; J. Bacot , Drimedkundan, 
Une version Tibetaine dialoguee du Vessantara Jataka, JA, 1914, p. 221-305. 

Chinese sources: Lieou tou tsi king, T 152, no. 14, k. 2, p. 7c- 11a; T’ai tseu siu ta na king, T 171, p. 418c- 
424a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, III, p. 362, 395; Ken pen chou... yao che, T 1448, k. 14, p. 64c-69a; Ken pen chouo... 
p’o seng che, T 1450, k. 16, p. 181a-184b; King liu yi sinag T 2121, k. 31, p. 164c-166c. - The Chinese pilgrims 
described at length the places sanctified by Visvantara’s sacrifice: Song Yun, Lo yang k’ie lan ki, (tr. Chavannes, 
BEFEO, III, 1903, p. 413-414; 419-420); Hiuan tsang, Si yi ki, T 2087, k. 2, p 881b (tr. Beal, I, p. 111-113; Watters, 
I, p. 217-218;): they locate, respectively, the legend at Fo cho fou and at Po lou cha, which Foucher locates at 
Shahbaz-garhI. 

Sogdian sources: E. Benveniste, Vessantara Jataka, Texte sogdien, 1946. 

In Cambodia: A. Leclerc, Le livre de Vesandar, le roi charitable, d’apres la lecon camboddgienne , L. 
Finot, BEFEO, III, 1903, p. 320-334. 

In Laos: S. Karpeles, Chronique de FEcole Francaise d’Extrlme-Orient, Laos, BEFEO, 1931, p. 331 
(local holiday at Vieng Chan in honor of the reading of the Vessantarajataka). 

Iconography: for Bharhut, see Memoires concernant FAsie orientate. III, pi. 2,1); Barua, Barhut, III, pi. 
91; JRAS, 1928,p. 390-398. - Marchall-Foucher, Mon. ofSanchi, I, p. 225-226; II, pi. 23a 1,25 (1),29 (3),31 (1).- 
Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, I, p. 284, fig, 144; AR Arch. Surv., 1907-1910, pi. 17 (a, c). - SIvaramamurti, 
Amaravarti, p. 260-262; pi. 63(5). - Ramachandran, Sculptures from Goli, p. 7-12, pi. IV-VI; - Ajanta, cave XVII. 
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[Sarvadajataka].' 15 Thus, king Sap’o ta (Sarvada), “Universal Generosity” in the language of Ts’in, having 
been conquered by an enemy kingdom, hid in a forest. A brahmin of a distant region came to beg alms of 
him. The king, whose kingdom was lost, his home destroyed and who was in hiding by himself, took pity 
on the fatigue (drtd) of this man who had come so far without receiving anything, and said to this brahmin: 
“I am king Sarvada; the new king has enlisted men to search for me and places great importance [on my 
capture].” At once he chained himself and gave himself up to the brahmin who led him to the new king and 
was given a big reward. 

[Candraprabhajdtaka]. 116 - Again, prince ( kutndra ) Yue kouang (Candraprabha) went out for a ride one 
day. A leper ( pamavat ) saw him, stopped his chariot and said to him: “I am gravely sick ( gldna ), tired 
(drtd) and in pain. Will the prince, who rides for pleasure, be the only one to enjoy himself? I would like 
him, with a mind of great compassion ( mahdkarundcitta ), to cure me.” Having heard this, the prince 
questioned his physician ( vaidya ) who told him: “The blood ( sonita ) and marrow ( majjd) are needed of a 
man who, from his birth up to his adolescence, has never been angry ( dvesa ); we will smear {the sick man 
with this marrow] and give him to drink [this blood]; then he will be cured.” The prince said to himself: 
“Supposing such a man existed, he will hold onto his life and preserve it. What can be done? It is 
impossible to find someone who will sacrifice his body spontaneously.” Then the prince commanded a 
candala to cut into his flesh, break his bones ( asthi ), extract the marrow {majjd), smear the sick man with it 
and give him his blood to drink. 


1 15 Later, at k. 33, p. 304c, the Mpps will return to this jataka; here the king has the name Sa p ’o ta to (Sarvamdada). 
The same jataka is taught in the Ta tchouang yen louen king, T 201, no. 70, k. 15, p. 339b-340a (tr. Huber, 
Sutrdlamkdra , p. 416-421), Tsa p’i yu king T 207, no. 34, p. 530a-c (tr. Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 59-61). In these 
two collections, the story has a favorable ending: the usurper king re-establishes Sarvada on the throne and goes 
home. On the other hand, in the Lieou tou tsi king, T 102, no. 10, k. 1, p. 5a06a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 8-45), 
the good king is put to dath by the usurper. In the same collection, T 153, no. 11, k. 2, p. 6a-c (tr. Chavannes, 
Contes, I, p. 46-49), the good king, called Po ye this time, does not wait to be handed over to the brahmin, but gives 
him his head on which a reward had been set; the conqueror, touched by such virtue, replaced the head of the former 
king back on his body, covered his entire body with gold leaf and seated him in the place of honor. See also P’ou sa 
pen yuan king, T 153, k. 1, p. 55sq; King liu yi snag, T 2121, k. 26, p. 141b-142b. - Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 
3, p. 883a (tr. Beal, I, p. 124; Watters, I, p. 232-235), locates the feat of Sarvamdada at the Mahavana monastery on 
the side of a mountain two hundred li south of Maiigalapura; archeologists place Mahavana at Sounigram, 

116 Here the Mpps seems to have grouped into a single story two jatakas from the Ratnakuta (cf. Ta pao tai king, T 
310, k. 111, p. 640c9-631a22; Maitreyapariprccha, T 349, p. 188b21-188c8; see also Ling liu yi sinag, T 2121, k. 10, 
p. 55b 17-55c2): the first jataka tells how prince Kien yi ts ’ie yi (Sarvarthadarsana)took his own blood to give a sick 
man a drink; the second, how prince Miao houa or Lien houa (Utpala) broke one of his bones and took the marrow 
to smear over a sick man. The Mpps attributes both of the exploits to pronce Candraprabha, also mentioned in the 
Ratnakuta (T 310, k. Ill, p. 631a25-631bl2; T 349, p. 188c9-l 8) as having given his eyes to a blind man. However, 
Utpala seems to have the monopoly of “the gift of the marrow”, for it is he again who writes a text of the holy 
Dhanna with one of his broken bones as pen, his marrow as ink and his skin as parchment (see traite, I, p. 144-145, 
as note: The gift of the marrow). 
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By giving his life, his wife and his children in this way, the bodhisattva spares them no less than he 
would pieces of rubbish. Considering the things that he gives, he knows that they exist due to conditions 
(pratyaya ) and that, if one looked for a reality in them, one would find nothing: [indeed] everything is 
pure ( visuddhi ) and like nirvana. Until he attains the acquiescence of the non-production of things 
(i anutpattikadharmaksanti ), this is how his body born of bonds and actions (bandhanakarmajakaya) 
practices the perfection of generosity (ddnapdramitdparipuri). 

Question. - How does the Dharmakaya bodhisattva practice the perfection of generosity? 

Answer. - Having reached the end of the fleshly body ( mamsakdya ), the bodhisattva attains the 
acquiescence of the teaching of the non-production of things ( anutpattikadharmaksanti ); he abandons his 
fleshly body and acquires the body of the Dharma ( dharmakaya ). In the six realms (sadgati) of the ten 
directions, he converts beings by means of emanated bodies ( nirmanakdya ) and avatars ( avatdra ); he 
gives all kinds of pearls and jewels ( maniratna ), clothing (vastra) and food to all; he gives his head 
( stras ), his eyes ( nayana ), his marrow ( majja), his skull ( mastaka ), his kingdom ( rdjya ), his wealth 
( dhand ), his wife ( dam ), his children ( putra ), his inner (ddhydtmika) and outer ( bdhya ) possessions 
unreservedly. [Saddantajdtaka ]. 117 - The Buddha Sakyamuni was once a white elephant with six tusks 


117 For this well-known jataka, see the following sources: Pali sources: Jataka, no. 514, vol. V, p. 36-37. 

Sanskrit sources: Kalpadrumavadanamala, no. 22 (cf. Mitra, Nep. Buddh. Lit., p. 301-302); 
Avadanakalpalata, no. 49, but this avadana is absent from the Paris MS (J. Filliosat, Catalogue du Fonds Sanskrit, p. 
4, no. 8) and in the edition of the Avadanakalpalata in the Bobliotheca Indica by S. C. Das and H. M. 
Vidhyabhusana, 1888 and 1918; It may be found in the Cambridge MS, Add. 1306 and 913 (cf. Foucher, Beginnings 
ofB. Art, p. 204, n. 1). 

Chinese sources: Lieou tou tsi king, T 152, no. 28, k. 4, p. 17a-c (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 101-104); Ta 
tchouang yen louen king, T 201, no. 68, k. 14, p. 336b-338a (tr. Huber, Sutralamkara, p. 403-411); tsa pao tsang 
king, T 203, no. 10, k. 2, p. 453c-454b (tr. Chavannes, Contes, IV, p. 100-102); Mo ho seng k’i liu, T 1425, k. 2, p. 
240b-241a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 289-293); Ken pen chouo... yao che, T 1448, k. 15, p. 71a-72a; Hiuan tsang, 
Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 7, p. 906a (tr. Beal, II, p. 49; Watters, II, p. 53). 

Iconography: Cunningham, Barhut, pi. 26 (6); cf. also Liiders, Bharhut und die buddh. Literature, p. 155- 
159; Marshall-Foucher, Mon. ofSanchi, I, p. 224; II, pi. 15, 29, 55: Coomaraswamy, Bodhgayd. p. 27-28, pi. 48 (1); 
Sivaramamurti, A mar avail, pi. 26 (2), but see note p. 218; Ramadhandram, Sculptures from GolT, pi. I (c, d); 
Foucher. Art Greco-bouddhique, p. 272, fig. 138; Griffiths, Ajanta. cave X, col. I, pi. 41 and fig, 21; cave XVII, vol. 
I, pi. 63 and p. 37, fig. 73. 

Works: L. Feer, Le Chaddantajataka, JA, 1895, p. 31-85; 1895, p. 189-223; J. Speer, Uber den 
Bodhisattva als Elefant mit sechs Hauzahnen, ZDMG, LVII, p. 305-316; A. Foucher, Melanges S. Levi, 1911, p. 
231, or The Six-Tusked Elephant, in Beginnings of Buddhist Art, 1917, p. 185-204. In this work, Foucher shows how 
this jataka has evolved in a parallel way in the literary texts and the archeological documents. 

1) The hunter cuts the elephant’s tusks with a knife: Stanzas from the Pali jataka. 

2) The hunter cuts the elephant’s tusks with a saw: Bharhut medallion (2 nd century B.C.), Amaravati 
medallion, fresco from grotto X at Ajanta and Gandharan bas-relief (2 nd century A.D.), GolT frieze (3 rd century 
A.D.). Lieou tou tsi king (translated into Chjnese in 280). 

3) The elephant himself saws off his tusks: Pali prose commentary 5 th century). 
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(saddantapdndragajapota)-, a hunter ( ludhaka ) who was on the lookout for him shot him with a poisoned 
arrow ( visasara)', the other elephants ran up with the intention of killing the hunter by trampling him 
under their feet, but the white elephant pushed them away with his body; he protected this man and had 
compassion for him as for his own son; after having sent away the herd [146c] of elephants by his 
exhortations, he quietly asked the hunter: ’’Why did you shoot me with an arrow?” The hunter asnwered: 
“I need your tusks.” At once the white elephant wedged his tusks into a hole in a rock [and broke them 
off] so that the blood and the flesh ran out at the same time; then he took the tusks in his trunk and gave 
them to the hunter. 

Although here it is a matter of an elephant, a thought imposes itself: we should know that this elephant is 
not an ordinary animal ( tiiyak ) [the existence of which is due] to retribution for actions 
( samskaravipaka ); and as the same greatness of spirit is not found among the arhats, we should know 
that this elephant is a Dharmakaya bodhisattva. 


4) The elephant himself breaks his tusks against a rock (Kalpadrumabadana, Mahaprajnaparamitasastra 
(translated into Chinese between 402 and 405). 

5) The elephant himself breaks his tusks against a tree: Tsa pao tsang king (translated into Chinese in 472). 

6) The elephant himself tears out his tusks with his trunk: Sutralamkara (translated into Chinese about 
410), fresco in cave XVII at Ajanta (6 th century). For the Bharhut medallion, see also Liiders, Bharhut und buddh. 
Lit., p. 155-159. 
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[Tittiriyam brahmacariyam ] 11 s . There was a time when the men of Jambudvipa were unaware of the 


118 This well-known apologue is entitled “Religious life of the Pheasant”, Tittiriyam brahmacariyam in Pali, Tche 
fan king in Chinese. The Buddha preached it to his monks to encourage them to practice respect towards their elders. 
The apologue has three or four animals, a bird, a monkey and an elephant, to which some sources add a hare. The 
bird is sometimes a pheasant ( tittiriya in Pali; tche (172 and 8) in Chinese), sometimes a francolin (?) ( kapihjala ), 
sometimes also the To-bird (36 and 3, or 196 and 8), a kind of pigeon that lives in the Gobi desert. In order to 
determine their respective ages, these three animals went to a large tree, either a nyagrodha ( Ficus indica ) or a 
pippala ( Ficus religiosa) which some sources locate on the side of the Himavat, others on the shore of the sea. 

A comparative study of the various sources allows us to classify them as follows: 

1 st Three Vinayas, the Pali Vin. (II, p. 161-162), the Mahlsasaka Vin. (T 1421, k. 17, p. 121a), the 
Dharmaguptaka Vin. (T 1421, k. 17, p. 121a) as well as the Tch’en yao king (T 212, k. 14, p. 686a) present the 
apologue in the form of a simple fable. 

2 nd The Mahasamghika Vin. (T 1425, k. 27, p. 446a-b) presents the exploits of the pheasant and his friends 
in the fonn of a jataka, in the sense that the parts played by the heroes of the fable are proposed as having been lived 
by the Buddha and his contemporaries in the course of a previous life. According to this Vimaya, the elephant was 
none other than the Buddha. 

3 rd The Sarvastivadin Vin. (T 1435, k. 34, p. 242b-c) and the Mpps (T 1509, k. 12, p. 146c) both show the 
story in the form of a jataka, but identify the pheasant as the Buddha this time. Moreover, they develop the apologue 
considerably, the three animals, perched on on top of the other, go to preach to the other animals and to people. 

4 th The Tittirajataka of the Pali Vin. I, p. 218-219) reproduces, almost word for word the text of the Pali 
Vin., but adopts the samodhana of the Sarvastivadin Vin. in identifying the elephant as Maudgalyayana, the monkey 
as Sariputra nd the pheasant as the Buddha. 

5 th The Mulasarvastivadin Vin. (original version in Gilgit Manuscripts, III, part 3, p. 125-131); Tibetan 
version in Schiefner-Ralston, Tibetan Tales, p. 302-307) has four animals: a francolin ( kapihjala ), a hare ( sasa ), a 
monkey ( markata ) and an elephant ( gaja ), which it identifies (p. 131) with the Buddha, Sariputra, Maudgalyayana 
and Ananda, respectively. This Vin. brings a new detail: it is the king and the people of Benares who are converted 
by the example of the four animals. 

6 th The oral traditions collected by Hiuan tsang also relate this jataka with Benares. Acording to the Life (T 
2053, k. 3, p. 235c) and the Memoirs (T 2087, k. 7, p. 906a) of this pilgrim, there was a stupa built to commemorate 
the virtuous pheasant in the neighborhood of Benares. 

See a comparative study of the various recensions in La conduite religieuse du faisan dans les textes 
bouddhiques , Museon, LIX, 1946, p. 641-653. See also Ecke-Dcmieville, Twin Pagodas, p. 58 and pi. 39 (1). 

Most of the Vinayas add that the elephant places the monkey on his head and the monkey placed the 
pheasant on his shoulder; they walked together from village to village preaching the Dharma. The Sarvastivadin Vin. 
continues: Earlier, these three animals enjoyed killing living beings ( pranatipata ), stealing ( adattadana ), engaging in 
sex ( kdmamithydcdra ) and lying ( mrsavdda ). They had this thought: “Why do we not renounce our bad actions?” 
Thinking thus, they renounced killing, stealing, sex and falsehood; among the animals they were unequalled in 
observing the four precepts. After their death, they were reborn in the heavens. At that time, the code of the pheasant 
was propagated and spread, it was manifested among gods and men People thought: “Why do the animals do good 
deeds and not pillage our crops to feed themselves?” And they also thought: “If the animals show so much respect, 
all the more reason we should show mutual respect.” From then on, people showed respect to one another, practiced 
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respect due to the venerable aged ones ( vrddhabhadanta); it was impossible to convert them by words. 
Then the Bodhisattva changed himself into a kia p’in cho lo bird (kapinjala or francolin). This bird had 
two friends ( mitra ), a great elephant (; mahahastin ) and a monkey ( markata ); they lived together under a 
pi po la tree (pippala or Ficus religiosa). One day they wondered: “We do not know who is the oldest of 
us.’’ The elephant said: “Earlier, when I saw this tree, it came to under my belly ( udara ) and today it is 
the size that you see. From that I conclude that I am the oldest.” The monkey said: “Once, when I was 
kneeling on the ground, my hand reached the top of this tree; from that I deduce that I am the oldest." 
The bird said: “In a gig-tree forest, one day I was eating a pippala fruit; a seed sprouted from my 
droppings ( varcas ) and that produced the tree that you see; from that I deduce that I am by far the 
oldest.” The bird also said: “The antiquity of my previous births (purveyanmapaurana) gives me the 
right of respect (puja ).” At once the great elephant put the monkey on his back, the bird perched on the 
monkey and they went to walk about. All the birds and animals, seeing them, asked: “Why are you doing 
this?” They answered: “This is how we pay respect ( satkara ) and homage (puja) to the elders.” The birds 
and animals accepted the lesson and began to respect [their elders]; they stopped invading the fields of 
the people and destroying the lives of animals. People found it strange that all the birds and animals had 
stopped doing harm. Flaving entered the forest, a hunter (lubdhaka) saw the elephant carrying the 
monkey who was carrying the bird; he told the country people that the practice of [mutual] respect had 
transformed beings and that all of them were busy doing good. The people rejoiced saying: “Today the 
great peace begins; the birds and animals are becoming civilized.” In turn, the people imitated the 
animals and all practiced respect [toward their elders]. From that ancient event until today, the thousand 
lifetimes have elapsed; we should know that this [francolin] was the Dharmakaya Bodhisattva. 

Finally, in the space of a moment, the Dharmakaya Bodhisattva transforms himself ( parinamate ) into 
innumerable bodies (asamkhyeyakdya) and pays homage (pujayati ) to the Buddhas of the ten directions 
(dashadigbuddha)', in one moment, he can create immense riches ( apramanadhana ) and give them to 
beings; in the space of one moment, he can preach the Dharma to all in harmony with high, medium or 
low tones (agramadhydvarasabda)\ and the Bodhisattva follows these practices until he sits under the 
Bodhi tree (bodhivrksa). It is by means of these kinds of practices that the Dharmakaya Bodhisattva 
practices the perfection of the virtue of generosity (ddnapdramitdparipuri). 

Furthermore, there are three kinds of generosity: 1) material generosity (dravyaddna), 2) the generosity 
of homage and respect (pujdsatkaradana ); 3) the generosity of the Dharma (, dharmaddna ). What is 
material generosity? Material [147a] generosity consists of giving unreservedly all the inner 
(ddhyatmika) and outer (bdhya) goods that one possesses, such as precious stones and jewels 
(maniratna), clothing (vastra), food (dhara), head (siras), eyes (nayana), marrow (majjd) and skull 
(mastaka). - The generosity of respect consists of shows of respect ( satkara ) and veneration (vandana) 
inspired by pure faith (prasddacittavisuddhi ): to accompany ( parivdra ) someone, to go to meet them 
(pratyutdgamana ), to load them with praise (varnana), to pay homage to them (pujana) and other things 


the code of the pheasant widely and carefully observed the five precepts ( pancasila ). After their death, they were 
reborn in the heavens. 
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of this type. - The generosity of the Dharma, having as object the beauty of the Path ( marga ), consists of 
instructing ( uddesa ), teaching ( upadesa ), explaining ( bhdsana ), discoursing ( lapana ), removing 
hesitations ( vicikitsdnihsarana ), replying to questions (prasnavydkarana ) and telling people about the 
five precepts ( pancasTla ): all these instructions given with the view of Buddhahood are called generosity 
of the Dharma. The perfection of these three kinds of generosity is called the perfection of the virtue of 
generosity. 

Furthermore, three causes and conditions give rise to generosity: 1 ) the purity of the mind of faith 
(prasddacittavisuddhi ); 2) the material object (amisadravya ); 3) the field of merit ( punyaksetra ).' 

a. There are three kinds of minds: compassion ( karund), respect ( satkdra ), and respect joined with 
compassion. Giving to the poor ( daridra ), to the humble (hum) and to animals ( tiryagyoni ) is a 
generosity inspired by compassion (karunddana); to give to the Buddha and bodhisattvas is a generosity 
inspired by respect (satkdraddna); to give to the arhats and pratyekabuddhas, to the elderly (vrddha), the 
sick ( gldna ), the poor (daridra) and the exhausted (drta) is a generosity inspired by both respect and 
compassion. 

b. The object given (deyadravya) is pure (visuddha) when it is neither stolen, nor pilfered but given at 
the proper time (kale), without seeking for renown (yasas) or gain (labha). 

c. The greatness of the merit (punya ) obtained comes either from the mind (citta), or from the field of 
merit (punyaksetra) or from the value of the gift given: 

It comes first from the mind when, for example, [the latter has] the fourfold evenness of mind 
(samatdcitta) or the meditative stabilization of the recollection of the Buddha (buddhdnusrtisamadhi). 120 
Thus, when the [Bodhisattva] gives his body to the tigress (vyaghri), 12 ' it is the mind that provides the 
greatness of his merit. 

There are two kinds of fields of merit (punyaksetra ): 1 ) the pitiful field of merit (karundpunyaksetrd), 2) 
the venerable field of merit (satkdrapunyaksetra). The pitiful field of merit provokes minds of 
compassion, whereas the venerable field of merit provokes minds of respect: this was the case for the 
king A chon k’ie (Asoka), [“Without Care” in the language of Ts’in], when he gave to the Buddha the 
gift of earth (pdmsupradana ). 122 


n<) In other words, three factors concur in the production of generosity: 1) the donor (dayaka) who is inspired by 
motivations of compassion, respect or compassion joined with respect; 2) the thing given (deya) which may be more 
or less pure; 3) the recipient ( pratigrahaka ), here called “field of merit” because it is in him that the donor plants 
merit; this recipient provokes the gift either by inspiring compassion due to his misfortune, or by inspiring respect by 
his moral qualities. 

120 Above, I, p. 325-327) the Treatise has defined the evenness of mind and the recollection of the Buddhas (I, p. 
409-415). 

121 For the “gift of the body” to the famished tigress, see the references in Treatise, I, p. 143, n. 1. 

122 One day, the Buddha was walking with Ananda in the streets of Rajagrha. In passing, they saw two little boys, 
Jaya and Vijaya, who were at play, building a city of earth, making houses and granaries and making the grain which 
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Finally, [the greatness of the merit] is derived from the object given. Thus the woman whose wine 
(madya) had disturbed her mind and who heedlessly gave her necklace made of the seven jewels 
(, saptaratnamayakeyura ) to the stupa of the buddha Kasyapa, was reborn among the Trayastrimsa gods 
by virtue of this merit. Gifts of this kind are called material gifts ( dravyaddna ). 


IV. NON-EXISTENCE OF THE THING GIVEN 


Question. - Generosity is the renunciation of wealth ( dhanaparityaga ); why then do you say that the 
perfect gift ( paripura ) involves a thing to be abandoned ( parityaktadharma )? 

Answer. - 1. There are two kinds of generosity, supramundane ( lokottara ) and that which is not 
supramundane. 123 Here we are talking about supramundane generosity, which is without marks 
(i animitta ); being without marks, it does not involve anything abandoned. This is why we say that perfect 
generosity does not involve renunciation. 

2. Moreover, it does not involve renunciation because the material object (amisadravya) is non-existent 
(anupalabdha): this object is empty ( sunya ) in the future ( andgata ) and the past (atita); in the present 
(pratyutpanna ), it has no defined property ( niyatadharma ). This is why we say that there is no 
renunciation. 

3. Moreover, the agent ( kdraka ), when he renounces his riches, says to himself: '‘My alms have great 
value ( mahdguna )” and thereby gives rise to pride (, abhimana ) and bonds of thirst ( trsndbandhana ). This 
is why we say that [the perfect gift] does not involve a thing abandoned. Since nothing is abandoned, all 
pride is excluded; pride being absent, the bonds of thirst do not arise. 

[147b] 4. Moreover, there are two kinds of donors ( ddyaka ), mudane ( laukika ) donor and supramundane 
(i lokottara ) donor. The mundane donor renounces his riches (, dhana ) but does not renounce his generosity 


they put into the granaries with earth. The two children, seeing the Buddha, were filled with joy. Then Jaya, taking 
from the granary the earth which he called grain, he repectfully offered it to the Buddha, while Vijaya, with palms 
joined, agreed with his friend. Having given alms with the earth, young Jaya, made the vow of having the power in 
the future to protect the entire universe under his royal umbrella, to recite gathas and to make offerings. The Buddha 
accepted the handful of earth which the little boy offered him and began to smile. He explained to Ananda who 
asked for the reason for the smile: “A hundred years after my Nirvana, this little boy will be a holy cakravartin king, 
master of one of the four continents. In the city of Kusumapara (Pataliputra), he will be a king of the true Dharma 
with the name of Asoka. Having divided up my relics, he will build 84,000 precious stupas for the benefit and 
prosperity of beings.” 

This anecdote, known under the name of the the gift of the earth ( pamsupradanavadana ) is told in Divyavadana, p. 
364-382; Tsa a han, T 99, no. 604, k. 23, p. 161b-165b; A yu wang tchouan, T 2042, k. 1, p. 131b-135b; Hien yu 
king, T 202 (no. 17), k. 3, p. 368c-369a. - Iconography: Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, I, p. 517; fig. 255, 256; 
Longhurst, Nagarjunakonda, p. 37; pi. 35b. 

123 See above p. 675F, 
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(ddna), whereas the supramundane donor renounces both his riches and his generosity. Why? Because 
the material object (dmisadrvaya ) and the concept of generosity ( danacitta ) are both non-existent 
(i anupalabdha ). This is why we say that the perfect gift does not involve renunciation. 

5. Finally, in the Prajnaparamita, it is said that three things do not exist ( anupalabdha ), namely, the 
object given (amisa), the donor ( ddyaka ) and the recipient (pratigrahaka ).' 


NON-EXISTENCE OF THE OUTER OBJECT 25 


1. Debate with the Realist. 


The Realist. - But these three things must be joined in order that there be generosity (cf. p. 663F), and 
now you say that they do not exist! What is meant by the perfection of the virtue of generosity 


124 Cf the passage of the Pancavimsati, p. 264, relative to lokottara danaparamita: Tatra katramd lokottara 
danaparamita yaduta trimandalaparisuddhih. tatra katama trimandalaparisuddhih. tatra katamd 
trimandalaparisuddhih. iha bodhisattvo mahasattvo danam dadat ndtmdnam upalabhate pratigrahakam 
nopalabhate danam ca nopalabhate. 

125 In this section, the Mpps argues against the realism of the Lesser Vehicle (Sarvastivadin and Sautrantika) which 
believes in the existence of rupas or material objects. Two types of rupa should be distinguished: 1) subtle rupa, i.e., 
the atoms (paramanu), 2) massive rupa or coarse matter consisting of atoms. According to the Sautrantika, the 
subtle rupa alone is real, but the massive rupa, which does not exist apart from the subtle rupa, is fictive ( sdmvrtci ); 
according to the Sarvastivadins, both rupas are real. 

The Mpps begins by attacking massive rupa, accepted by the Sarvastivadins who, adopting the positions 
of certain heretics, Vaisesika and others, claim that massive rupa (e.g., a piece of cloth) is real (a) because it bears a 
name ( ndman ) producer of an idea (e.g., the name of cloth), ( b) because it is the seat of certain qualities (size and 
color in the case of cloth) and the result of certain causes (the thread making up the composition of the cloth). - 
Borrowing its refutation from the Sautrantikas, the Mpps comments: (a) there may be a name, an idea, without a 
corresponding reality (we have the notion of the horns of a rabbit, while the rabbit has no horns); (b) the qualities 
that we find in the objects have only relative value and these objects, since they do not exist apart from the ultimate 
atoms of color, smell, taste and touch that constitute them, have only nominal existence. 

Then the Mpps goes on to attack these ultimate atoms which, the Sautrantikas claim, are not derived from 
a complex of causes and conditions like the cloth but constitute the final result of the analysis of the substance. 
According to the Sarvastivadins, the atom has no extension - is just a point - and these atoms do not touch one 
another (cf. Kosa, I, p. 89); on the other hand, according to the Sautrantikas, the atom, which entails spatial division 
(i dibhagabheda, digvibhdga), is extended, and the atoms touch one another as a result of their extension (Kosa, I, p. 
89). It is this last definition which the Mpps opposes mainly; it shows that the concept of an extended atom is 
intrinsically contradictory, 

Finally, in the spirit of the Greater Vehicle, the Mpps shows that the object, being capable of giving rise to 
different contradictory concepts, has only subjective value and is essentially empty ( sunya ). 
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(i danaparamitaparipuri ) if not the presence of a material object (amisadravya), a donor ( ddyaka ) and a 
recipient ( pratigrahaka )? Why do you say that these three things are non-existent? The cloth (pata ) that 
is offered as a gift nevertheless really exists. Why? 

1 st Argument. - Since the cloth has a name ( ndman ), a reality, cloth ( patadharma ), exists. If the reality 
cloth did not exist, the name cloth would not exist either; but since the name exists, there is necessarily 
the cloth. 

2 nd Argument. - Moreover, the cloth is long ( dirgha ) or short ( hrasva), coarse ( sthula ) or fine ( suksma), 
white ( avaddta ), black (krsna), yellow (pita) or red (, lohita ); it has causes (hetu) and conditions 
( pratyaya ); it has a maker (kdraka) and a destroyer (, bhedaka ); it has an effect ( phala ) and, according to 
the properties it possesses, it arouses concepts. - Indeed, it is long if it is ten feet, short if it is five feet; it 
is coarse if its threads ( tantu ) are heavy, fine if its threads are thin; it has the color that the dye gives it; it 
has threads as cause and weaving as condition; these causes and conditions being brought together, there 
is cloth. For maker, it has the professional weaver, for destroyer , the person who tears it; for effect, it 
protects the body from cold ( sita ) and heat (usna). The person who finds it experiences joy ( muditd ); the 
person who loses it experiences sadness (, daurmanasya ); the person who gives it as a gift gains merit that 
will be of profit on the Path (marga); the person who steals it is killed, exposed in the market place, and 
after death, falls into hell ( niraya ). For all these reasons, we know that the cloth exists and we assume a 
dharma cloth. 

ANSWER: 

Refutation of the 1 st argument. - You say that the thing exists because the name exists: this is not correct 
(ayukta)] Why? There are two kinds of names: the kind that corresponds to a reality and the kind that 
does not correspond to a reality. Thus, there is a plant ( trna ) called Tchou li (cauri) - CauiT, in the 
language of Ts’in, means “thief’; although this plant does not rob, does not pilfer, and is not really a 
thief, nevertheless it is called “the thief’. Again, the horn of a rabbit ( sasvisdna ) and the hairs of a 
tortoise (kurmaroma) are only names and have no reality. Although the cloth is not non-existent in the 
same way that the horn of a rabbit or the hair of a tortoise, it exists [only] as a result of the complex of 
causes and conditions ( hetupratyayasdmagri) and, when these causes and conditions disappear, it no 
longer exists. It is the same for the forest ( vana ), the chariot ( ratha ), etc., which all have a name but have 
no reality. In a mannekin ( kdsthapurusa ) that is, however, given the name of a man ( purusa ), human 
properties {purusadharma) cannot be found; similarly, in the cloth, that also is given a name, no reality 
cloth can be found. In the human mind, the cloth can produce the causes and conditions (hetupratyaya) 
productive of a concept since, when someone finds the cloth, they are happy whereas, when someone 
loses the cloth, they are sad. But the cloth is only the cause and condition generating a concept [and there 
is no cloth in itself]. 126 


126 On the relationships between the name and the thing that it designates, see Samgraha, p. 118, 174, 237; 
Tattvasamgraha, I, p. 274-366 (Sabdapariksd ); VigrahavyavartanI, text in J. Bihara and Orissa, XXIII, 1937, Part III 
(appendix) and translation by S. Yamaguchi, JA, Jul.-Sept., 1929, p. 1-86; or G. Tucci, Pre-Dihnaga, p. 1-77. 
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There can be two kinds of causes and conditions for the arising of a concept: some concepts stem from a 
reality, others from a non-reality, such as the visions in a dream ( svapnadrsta ), the moon reflected in 
water [147c] ( udakacandra ) 127 or the tree-stump seen in the darkness and mistaken for a man. Such 
names come from non-realities but are able to provoke the arising of a concept. Conditioning is not fixed 
(niyata) and it cannot be said that, because a concept is produced, there exists a corresponding substance. 
Real existence must not be sought in that which exists by virtue of causes and conditions productive of a 
concept. Thus, when the eye sees the moon reflected in the water, a concept is produced which is 
expressed by saying: “This is the moon”, but the so-called moon resulting from this concept is not a real 
moon. 

Refutation of the 2 nd argument. - Furthermore, there are three kinds of existence ( bhdva ): 1) relative 
existence (paraspardpeksikabhdva ), 2) nominal existence {prajhaptibhdva), 3) real existence 
(i dharmabhdva ). 

1 ) For example, length (dirghatva) and shortness ( hrastva ), the qualty of being “this” or “that”, etc., have 
relative existence. In reality, there is neither length nor shortness, neither distance nor closeness; it is 
because of mutual relationship that we speak thus. Length exists as a result of shortness, and shortness 
exists as a result of length; “that” exists as a result of “this” and “this” exists as a result of “that”. If I am 
east of an object, it will be looked upon as “western”; if I am west of an object, it will be looked upon as 
“eastern”; distinctions ( bheda ) between east and west exist in relationship to one and the same object; 
but even though they have a name, they are not reality. That is what is meant by relative existences; no 
true reality is found there and they are not comparable to colors (; rupa ), smells ( gandha ), tastes (rasa) 
tangibles ( sprastavaya ), etc. 

2) Nominal existence (prajhaptibhdva ), milk, for example, which has four factors: color (rupa), smell 
(gandha), taste (rasa) and touchable (sparstavya). When these causes and conditions (hetupratyaya) 
come together, we commonly speak of milk. The milk exists, but not in the way dharmas coming from 
causes and conditions (pratityasamutpannadharma) exist; the milk does not exist, but not in the way that 
the horns of a rabbit (sasvisdna) or the hair of a tortoise (kurmaroma) are non-existent. It is only as a 
result of the complex of causes and conditions (hetupratyayasdmagri) that we commonly say that milk 
exists. 128 It is the same for the cloth. 

3) Moreover, it is as a result of color, smell, taste and tangible in the state of ultimate atoms (paramdnu ) 
that particles of hair (romabhdga) exist; as a result of the particles of hair, there are hairs (roman)', as a 
result of hairs, there is fluff; as a result of fluff, there is thread (tantu); as a result of thread, there is cloth 
(pata ); as a result of cloth, there is a garment (vastra). - If the causes and conditions, namely, color, 
smell, taste and tangible in the state of ultimate atoms were lacking, there would be no hair particles; the 
hair particles not existing, there would be no hair; the hairs not existing, there would be no fluff; the fluff 
not existing, there would be no thread; the thread not existing, there would be no cloth; the cloth not 
existing, there would be no garment. 


127 For svapna and udakacandra, see above, Traite, I, p. 364F, 373F. 

128 Compare Kosa, IX, p. 239. 
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2. Debate with the Atomist. 


The Atomist. - It is impossible that every object ( drvaya ) exists indiscriminately only by virtue of the 
complex of causes and conditions ( hetupratyayasamagri ). Thus, the ultimate atoms, because of their 
extreme subtlety ( paramasuksmatvdt ), have no parts ( bhaga, avayava ) and, having no parts, have no 
complex ( samagri ). Being coarse ( sthula, audarika), cloth is susceptible to being torn ( rupana ), but how 
could the ultimate atom, that has no parts, be broken? 

ANSWER: 

1. The extremely tiny does not exist; this is said mistakenly. Why? Because coarseness ( sthulatva ) and 
subtleness ( siiksmatva ) are relative concepts (paraspardpeksika). The subtle exists in contrast with the 
coarse and this subtle always has something more subtle than itself. 

2. Moreover, if there existed a substance ( rupa ) in the state of ultimate atom ( paramdnu ), it would entail 
tenfold spatial division ( dasadighbhdgabheda ); 129 but if it entailed the tenfold sparial division, it would 
not be a question of the ultimate atom. On the other hand, if there is not tenfold spatial division, it is not 
a question of matter. 130 


12<) In his Wei che eul che louen (T 1599, p. 76al5), Hiuan tsang renders the expression digbhagabheda of the 
Vimsika (ed. Levi, p. 7, 1. 19) as Fang fen (70; 18 and 2). Here the Mpps speaks of dasadigbhagabheda, tenfold 
spatial division in reference to the four cardinal directions, the four intermediate directions, the zenith and the nadir 
(cf. Traite, I, p. 446F, note). - We have just seen that, according to the Sautrantikas (cf. Kosa, I, p. 92), the atom 
entails spatial division or “extension” 

130 The concept of material atom is intrinsically contradictory. The atom, not susceptible to deterioration, not 
susceptible to resistance (pratighata ) is, by definition, free from breakage ( rupana ) and is indivisible (cf. Kosa, I, p. 
25). Matter {rupa), on the other hand, is essentially subject to deterioration, breakage, by virtue of the definition 
rupanad rupam (Kosa, I, p. 24). 

If, as the Sautrantikas would have it (cf. Kosa, I, p. 89), the atom is extended, i.e., entails spatial division, 
it is divisible and thus is not an atom. 

If, as the Sarvastivadins would have it (cf. Kosa, I, p. 89; Siddhi. P. 39), the atom is not extended, it will 
appear like space, like emptiness, and will no longer be able to be called rupa. 

Compare Vimsika, p. 7: digbhdgabhedo yasyasti tasyaikatvam na yujyate. anyo hi paramanoh 
purvadigbhago yavad adhodigbhaga iti digbhagabhedesati katham tadcitmakasya paramanor ekatvam yoksyate: 
“That which has spatial division constitutes a unity. If the ultimate atom has a part oriented to the east (another to the 
west), up to a part oriented to the nadir, how could the unity of the ultimate atom be possible with such diversity of 
orientations?” 

The atomic theories of the Lesser Vehicle are explained and refuted in Siddhi, p. 44-47. 
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3. Furthermore, if the ultimate atom existed, it would have spatial subdivision (akasapariccheda ); m but 
if there is subdivision, it cannot be a question of the ultimate atom. 

[148a] 4. If the ultimate atom existed, color ( rupa ), smell ( gandha ), taste (rasa) and touchable 
(sparstavya) would occur as a function of the parts ( bhdga ); but it cannot be a question of the ultimate 
atom there where color, smell, taste and touchable function as parts. 132 

Try as one may to argue about the ultimate atom, this is why it cannot be established. The sutra says: 
“All matter (rupa), whether coarse (auddrika) or subtle ( suksma ), inner (adhydtman) or outer ( bahirdhd ), 
if considered generally, is transitory (anitya) and non-substantial (anatmaka)”, 33 but it does not say that 
ultimate atoms exist. This is called the emptiness of the division into parts. 


3. The object, subjective creation and emptiness. 134 


Moreover, for those who contemplate emptiness ( sunyatadarsin ), matter exists as a function of the mind 
(cittanuparivartin ). Thus these contemplatives ( dhydyin) see matter as being earth (prthivi), water ( ap -), 
fire ( tejas ) or wind (vdyu), as being blue (mla), yellow (pita), red (lohita) or absolutely empty 


131 There is akasa-fen-ts ’i (18 and 2; 210), i.e., akahaparihcheda or dkasapravibhaga, according to Suzuki, Index to 
the Lahkavatdra, p. 238. 

132 One can reply to that, along with the Kosa, II, p. 148-149, note) that an atom never exists in isolation, but that 
there is a minimum of seven atoms. The molecule of derived matter (atom of color, or atom of smell, etc.) entails 
1379 atoms, and as all derived matter has color, smell, taste and touchable, this number must be multiplied by four to 
obtain the smallest part of matter existing in the isolated state. 

133 Cf. Vinaya, I, p. 14; Samyutta, II, p. 252, 253: III, p. 47, 68, 80, 89; IV, p. 332: Yarn kihci rupam 
atrtandgatapaccuppannam ajjhattam vd bahiddhd vd oldrikam vd sukhumam vd hinam vd panitam vd yam dure 
santike vd, sabbam rupam n ’ etam mama, n ’ eso ‘ham asmi, na so atta ‘ti. 

134 This paragraph seems to take its inspiration in part from the “Sutra of Four Knowledges”, popular in the idealist 
school; cf. Samgraha, p. 104-105, 250-252, 421-423. The bodhisattva who possesses the four knowledges takes into 
account the non-reality of outer objects: 

1) Viruddhavijhdnanimittatvajhdna : he knows that one and the same object can give rise to absolutely 
opposite concepts. 

2) Andlambanavijhaptyupalabdhitvajndna: he knows that one may have concepts that do not conform to 
any reality. 

3) Aprayatndvipantatvajnana : he knows that if the object were real, his consciousness would require no 
effort and would not be subject to error. 

4) Trividhajhdndnukulatvajndna'. he knows that the object can be bent to the needs of three kinds of minds: 
(a) to appear as they wish to bodhisattvas and meditators endowed with mastery of mind ( cetovasitd ); (b) to appear 
to yogins endowed with samatha and vipasyana at the moment when they think of it; (c) to not appear at all to the 
saints who have acquired concept-free knowledge (nirvikalpakajndna). 
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( atyantasunya ). 135 And in the same way they can contemplate the ten views of the object as totality of the 
object (krtsnayatana). 36 

[Ddrukkhandhakasutta\. 1 37 - The Buddha, who was dwelling on Grdhrakutaparvata, went one day to the 
city of Rajagrha along with the assembly of bhiksus. Seeing a large piece of wood (change ta houei 
“great water” to ta mou “big piece of wood” or “ mahadaruskandha ”) in the middle of the path, 13 '' the 
Buddha spread out his mat ( nisadana ), sat down and said to the monks: “A bhiksu entered into trance 
(i dhydnapravista ) and, endowed with mastery of mind ( cetovasiprdpta ), would be able to change this big 
piece of wood (read ta mou) into earth ( prthivi ) and this would be real earth. Why? Because the earth 
element exists in the wood. He would also be able to change it into water ( ap -), into fire ( tejas ) into wind 
(vdyu), into gold ( suvarna ), into silver ( rdjata ) and into all kinds of precious substances 
(ndndvidharatnadravya); and they would all be real. Why? Because the elements ( dhdtu ) of all these 
things exist in the wood (read mou).” 

2. Moreover, it is the same as in the case of a beautiful woman; the voluptuous man (kamesu 
mithydcdrin) who sees her, takes her to be a pure wonder and his heart clings to her; the ascetic given to 
contemplation of the disgusting ( asubhabhdvana ), on looking at this woman, finds all sorts of defects 
without any beauty; her rival, when she sees her, feels jealousy ( Trsyd) hatred ( dvesa) and bad feelings; 
she does not want to look at her, as if she were ugly. 1 - On looking at this woman, the voluptuous man 


135 The contemplatives ( dhydyin ) who practice the trance states ( dhyana ) obtain mastery of mind ( cetovashta ), a 
mental capability ( cittakarmanyata ) that makes them able to cause whatever they wish to appear by the power of 
their aspiration ( adhimuktibala ) alone; they change earth into water, etc. Cf. Madh, avatara, p. 163 (tr. Lav., Museon, 
1916, p. 346-347); Samgraha, p. 106, note. - The power of the contemplative is described by the Bodh. bhumi, p. 
352, in the following way: yatepsitam ca sarvarddhikdryam karoti, sarvapranidhanani casya yathdkcimam 
samrdhyanti, yayad eva vastu yathadhimucyate tat tathaiva bhavati: "He performs all his miracles according to his 
wish, all his wishes come about as he desires; every object becomes exactly what he wants it to be.” 

136 The ten krtsnayatanas are studied in Kosa, VIII, p.213-215. 

137 Cf. the Darukkhandhakasutta of Anguttara, III, p. 340-341 (tr. Hare, Gradual Sayings, III, p. 240-241), or Tsa a 
han, T 99, no. 494, k. 18, p. 128c-129a, and Kosa, II, p. 147. But according to the canonical version, this sutra was 
pronounced by Sariputra and not by the Buddha. 

138 The reading of the TaisB: Ta houei (37; 85) “large piece of water”, is unacceptable. It is absurd that the Buddha 
would have spread out his mat on a piece of water and that then he would proclaim, as an extraordinary feat, the 
possibility of changing this piece of water into water. All these absurdities disappear if we adopt the variant Ta mou 
(37; 75) “ large peice of wood”’ this variant is attested in the Yuan, Ming and Sung editions as well as the Tempyu 
Ishiyama-dera monastery Mss; besides, it is the reading adopted in the Pali and Chinese versions of the 
Darukkhandhakasutta. 

139 If the object were real, it would not be the object of such diametrically opposite conceptions, but it would be seen 
by everyone in the same way. Now the concepts relating to one and the same object vary according to the categories 
or dispositions of the perceiving subjects. In order to illustrate the theme, the texts resort especially to two examples, 
that of the woman and that of water. 
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feels pleasure ( sukha ); the jealous, sadness ( duhkha ); the ascetic finds the Path ( marga); the unprejudicd 
man feels neither attraction nor repulsion: it is as if he was looking at a piece of wood. If this beauty 
were truly pure, the four men who were looking at it should all see it as fine (subha); if it were truly 
ugly, all should see it as ugly ( asubha ). But, [as this is not the case], we know that beauty and ugliness 
are in the mind ( citta ) and outwardly ( bahirdhd) there is nothing fixed ( niyata ). It is as if one were 
looking at the void ( sunya ). 

3. Finally, because the eighteen emptinesses (astadasasunyatd) are found in matter, it appears as empty 
(sunya) on being examined; being empty, it is non-existent (anupalabdha). In the same way, all wealth 
(amisadravya) resulting from causes and conditions (pratityasamutpanna) is empty (sunya) and 
absolutely non-existent (atyantdnupalabdha). 


V. NON-EXISTENCE OF THE DONOR 40 


A given woman is a beauty to her lover, a frightful skeleton to the ascetic, a horror to her rival, a tasty 
mouthful for the dog, etc. A well-known stanza, cited in the commentary to the Samgraha, p. 106, note, and in the 
Sarvadarsana-samgraha, ed. of the Anandasrama, p. 12, says: 

Parivratkamukasunam ekasydm pramaddtanau / 
kunapah kdmim bhaksya iti tisro vikcilpcindh // 

“The ascetic, the lover and the dog have three different conceptions of the same female body: for the 
ascetic, it is a corpse; for the lover, it is his mistress; for the dog, it is a good mouthful.” 

As for the example of the water, here is the commentary of the Samgraha, p. 105, n.: “There where the 
pretas, by the power of retribution of their actions, see a river foil of pus, the animals - fish, etc., - see a drink, a 
home, and they settle down in it. People see delicious, pure and clear water; they use it to wash, to quench their thirst 
and to bathe in it. As for the gods in the sphere of the infinity of space, they see only space there, for they have no 
physical sensations. Now, it is impossible to have so many opposing consciousnesses on one and the same thing if 
this thing were real.” The same example is given in Madh. avatara, p. 164, 1. 12 (tr. Museon, 1910, p. 348), the 
Vimsika, p. 4,1. 2-6; the Nyayavartitika, p. 528,1. 12. 

140 In this section, the Mpps argues against the belief in a soul (atmavada), the belief in individaulity (pudgalavdda ) 
which finds adherents, not only among heretics, but also among certain Buddhists, mainly the Vatslputrlya- 
Sammitlyas (cf. above, Traite, I, p. 43F, n.) In the refutation presented here by the Mpps, we have changed slightly 
the banalities current among the opponents of the Atmavada who plagiarize one another at every opportunity: 

Canonical and post-canonical sources: Vinaya, I, p. 13-14; Milinda, p. 25 sq; Kathavatthu, I, p. 1. 
Sarvastivadin and Vaibhashika: Vijnanakaya in L. de La Vallee Poussin, La Controverse du temps et du Pudgala 
dans le Vijnanakaya, EA, p. 358-376; Kosha, IX, p. 227-302. 

Madhyamika: Madh. karika and vrtti, p. 340-381; Chatuhsataka, ed. P. Vaidya, p. 83-89 (tr. p. 138-142), 
ed. Bhattacharya, p. 19-101; Madh. avatara, p. 233-287 (tr. Lav., Museon, 1911, p. 282-328); Bodhicaryavatara, IX, 
v. 73, and Panjika, p. 471-484. 

Vijnanavadin: Sutralamkara, ed. Levi, p. 154-160 (tr. Levi, p. 259-265); Siddhi, p. 14-15; Tattvasamgraha, 
I, p. 125-130 (tr. S. Schayer. Kamalasilas Kritik des Pudgalavdda, RO, VIII, 1932, p. 68-93; tr. Jha, I, p. 217-226). 

It should be noted that the Mpps, attributed rightly or wrongly to Nagarjuna, shows no special resemblance 
in its refutation of the atman to the Madh. karika of Nagarjuna, and, in a word, seems to ignore it whereas, in other 
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Why is the donor ( ddyaka ) non-existent? Because, like the cloth (pata ), he exists as a result of the 
complex of causes and conditions ( hetypratyayasdmagri ). If we examine the cloth part by part 
(bhdgasah), we see that it is non-existent; it is the same for the donor. We call a portion of space (dkdsa) 
enclosed within the four great elements ( mahabhuta) body ( kdya ); when this body thinks, moves about 
and acts, when it walks, stops, sits down or arises, we commonly ( prajnaptitah) call it a man (pudgala ). 
But considering it part by part, it is non-existent ( anupalabdha). 

Moreover, the atman is absent in all the aggregates ( skandha ), elements ( dhdtu ) and bases of 
consciousness (dyatana). Since the atman does not exist, the donor does not exist. Why? Because the 
atman is given all kinds of names ( ndmasamketa ): man ( manusya ), god ( deva ), male ( purusa ), female 
(stri), donor {ddyaka), recipient (pratigrdhaka ), suffering person (duhkhasamvedin), fortunate person 
( sukhasamvedin ), animal (tiryagyoni), etc.; there are only names ( ndman ), there is no true reality in them 
( bhutadharma). 

[148b] Question. - If the donor does not exist, who is this bodhisattva who is practicing the virtue of 
generosity ( ddnapdramitd )? 

Answer. - He is a simple name ( ndmasamketa ) existing as a result of the complex of causes and 
conditions ( hetupratyayasdmagn ), but with no more reality than a house ( grha ) or a chariot ( ratha ). 


NON-EXISTENCE OF THE ATMAN 


1. The atman is not an object of consciousness. 


Question. - Why does the atman not exist? 

Answer. - We have already said above [when we were explaining the phrase] Evam mayd srutam 
ekasmin samaye (cf. Trade, I, p. 67-69F), but we will repeat it. 

The Buddha spoke of six consciousnesses (vijnana): 1) the eye consciousness ( caksurvijndna ) and the 
dharmas associated with the eye consciousness (caksurvijndnasamprayukyakadharma) together take 
color ( rupa ) as object (alambana), but are not concerned with houses (grha), cities ( nagara) and other 
nominal fictions of all kinds; 2-5) similarly, the consciousnesses of ear, nose, tongue and body 
(srotraghrdnajihvdkdyavijndna) [are concerned with sound ( sabda ), smell ( gandha ), taste (rasa) and 
touchable (spastavya) repectively]; 6. the mental consciousness (manovijndna) and the dharmas 
associated with the mental consciousness (manovijndnasamprayuktakadharma) cognize the eye (caksus), 


places, it frequently has recourse to it (cf. Trade, I, p. 36F, 37F, 69F, 367F, 378F, 396F). We have already 
determined above, Trade, p. 614F, n., that the Mpps, at certain places, departs from the doctrines of the Madh. 
karika. 
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color (; rupa ), the eye consciousness (caksurvijnana), and so on up to : they cognize the mind (manas), 
dharmas and the mental consciousness ( manovijndna ). 141 

The things that are the object (alambana ) of these consciousnesses ( vijndna ) are all empty ( sunya ), 
impersonal (anatmari) and perish after their arising ( utpannanimddha ); they are not independent 
( svatantra ). 

Neither can an atman cannot be attributed to unconditioned dharmas (asamskrtadharma) 1 , for they 
experience neither suffering ( duhkha ) nor happiness ( sukha ). If an atman were needed in all of that, there 
must be a seventh consciousness to cognize this atman; but this is not the case. Therefore we know that 
there is no atman. 


2. Debate with the Personalist. 


The Personalist. - How do you know there is no Atman? 

l s ‘ Argument. - Each person in particular conceives the idea of atman in respect to his own person 
{svakdya), and not in respect to that of another. Therefore if he wrongly considers as atman the non- 
atman of his own person, he ought also to wrongly consider as atman the non-atman of another. 

2 nd Argument. - If there is no inner (ddhydtma) atman, (given that) the cognition of colors arises and 
perishes from moment to moment ( ksanotpannaniruddha ), how does one distinguish and recognize the 
color blue {mid), yellow {pita), red (/0/7/to) or white ( avaddta )? 

3rd Argument. - If there is no atman, and since the evolving human consciousnesses (pravrttivijndna), 
constantly arising and ceasing, all disappear with the life of the body, who is bound by the actions - sins 
(dpatti) or merits {punya )? Who endures suffering {duhkha) or happiness {sukha)? Who is liberated 
(vimukta)? 

For all of these reasons, we know that the atman exists. 


141 According to the Kosa, IX, p. 238, the Vatslputriyas believe that the atman or pudgala is cognized by the visual 
consciousness. When the visual consciousness, they say, cognizes color and shape, i.e., the body, they secondarily 
discern the pudgala {chakusurvijneyani rupdni pratitiya pudgalcim prativibhavayati). - Here the Mpps establishes 
that the object belonging to the six consciousnesses is empty and does not constitute an atman; it will add that there 
is no seventh consciousness to cognize the atman. This difficulty will later lead the idealist school to posit a seventh 
consciousness which they call the klistamcinas. Stained by belief in a self, this klistamanas has the store- 
consciousness (dlayavijhana) as object which it wrongly takes to be an atman (cf. Samgraha, p. 16-22; Trimsika, p. 
22-24; Siddhi, p. 225-288). 

142 These asamskrta dharmas are space (akdsa), cessation (= nirvana) due to wisdom ( pratisamkhydnirodha ) and 
the cessation not due to wisdom {apratisamkhyanirodha); cf. Kosa, I, p. 8. 
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ANSWER: 


Refutation of the 1 st Argument. - 1) The difficulty is common to us, for if the man conceived the idea of 
atman with reference to another person, one must still ask why he does not conceive the idea of atman in 
reference to his own person. 14 ' 

2. Furthermore, arising from causes and conditions ( pratftyasamutpanna ), the five aggregates ( skandha ) 
are empty ( sunya ) and are not atman. 144 But because of ignorance ( avidyd ), the twenty kinds of 
satkdyadrsti (belief in “me” and “mine”) arise. 145 This satkdyadrsti arises relative to the five aggregates. 
Since it arises from the five aggregates, it is these five aggregates and not the person of another that is 
considered to be the atman, and that is due to the impregnations ( vdsand) of [ignorance]. 

3. Furthermore, if there were any atman [whatsoever], the atman of a third person should exist; but 
without even knowing if your own atman exists or not, you are questioning me about the atman of a third 
person. It is as if somebody, questioned about the horns of a rabbit (hasvisdn a), should answer that they 
are like the horns of a horse ( asvavisdna ). If the horns of a horse really existed, one could resort to them 
to establish [the existence] of the horns of a rabbit; but if the horns of a horse are also uncertain 
(avyakta ), how could one resort to them to establish the horns of a rabbit? 

4. Furthermore, it is because the man conceives the idea of atman in reference to his own person that he 
himself affirms the existence of the atman. But you are speaking of a universal ( vydpin ) atman which 
should also be attributed to other people. This is why one cannot say that the fact of conceiving the idea 
of atman in reference to one’s own person and not in reference to [148c] another’s person proves the 
existence of the atman. 


143 Aryadeva meets this objection in his Catuhsataka, v. 228 (cited in Madh. vrtti, p. 199): 

yas tavdtmd mamandtmd tenditma niyamdn na sah, 
nanv anityesu bhavesu ndma jayate. 

“What is self for you is non-self for me; therefore it is not certain that it concerns a self. Do these 
hypotheses not arise on the basis of impermanent things?” 

144 To understand the discussion that follows, one should remember that the idea of the self applies to the five 
skandhas, the elements constituting the individual, namely, substance or body ( riipa ), perception ( samjna). feeling 
( vedana), formations ( samskara ) and consciousness ( vijhdna ). A synonymous expression is “name-and-form” 
(ndmarupa) which the Mpps will use later. Namcm is the four non-material skandhas, perception, feeling, formations 
and consciousness; Riipa is the material skandha, the body or substance. 

145 Satkdyadrsti, the etymology of which is obscure (cf. Kosa, V, p. 15, n. 2) means the belief in “me” and “mine” 
(dtmdtmiyagrdha). See Majjhima, III, p. 17; Samyutta, III, p. 16; Vibhanga, p. 364; DhammasangaEni, p. 320; 
Patisambhida, I, p. 143-149; Mahavyutpatti, no. 1684-4704; P’i p’o cha, T 1545, k. 8, p. 36-49 (tr. J. Rahder, La 
satkayadrshti d’apres Vibhasa, 8, in MCB, I, 1931-32, p. 227-239; Kosa, V, p. 15-17; Siddhi, p. 348 

The satkdyadrsti takes as atman either the five skandhas or one of the five skandhas : it has twenty aspects 
or “points” on which scholars disagree; the Pali system counts four different aspects for each of the five skandhas: 1 ) 
riipa is atman; 2) atman is endowed with riipa; 3) riipa is within the atman; 4) the atman is within riipa, and so on 
for each of the other four skandhas. The Abhidharma system is explained in Mahavyutpatti and Vibhasa ( l.c .) and is 
more complicated. 
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5. Furthermore, there are people in whom the idea of atman arises in reference to something [other than 
themselves]: thus, heretic contemplatives ( tfrthikadhydyin ), practicing the seeing of the totality of earth 
(prthivikrtsnayatana ), see the earth as being the atman and the atman as being the earth, 146 and the same 
also for water, fire, wind and space. But it is out of error ( viparydsa ) that the idea of atman is conceived 
in reference to another. 

6. Moreover, there are circumstances ( samaya ) where the idea of self is conceived in reference to 
another. 

[The man whose limbs were replaced by those of a corpse].' 41 Thus, a man who had undertaken to go on 
a long journey spent the night alone in a deserted house. In the middle of the night, a demon, carrying a 
dead man on his shoulder, was about to set the corpse down in front of him; then another demon angrily 
chased the first one saying: “That dead man belongs to me; why are you bringing him here?” The first 
demon replied: “He is my property; it is I who took him and brought him here myself.” The second 
demon continued: “No, it was I who brought that dead man here.” Each seizing the corpse by one hand, 
the two demons argued with each other. The first demon said: “There is a man here and we can ask him.” 
The second demon began to question him. The man thought: “These two demons are very strong; 
whether I tell the truth or I lie, my death is certain; in either case, I can’t escape. What is the use of 
lying?” Then he answered that it was the first demon that had brought [the corpse]. 

Immediately, very angry, the second demon seized the man by the hand which he tore off and threw on 
the ground; but the second demon took an arm of the corpse which he fitted onto the man by slapping it 
on. In the same way he substituted the two arms, the two legs the head and the sides [of the corpse]. 
Together, the two demons devoured the man’s body which they had replaced [by that of the corpse], and 
after wiping their mouths, they went away. 

Then the man thought: “With my own eyes, I saw the demons devour the body which my mother and 
father gave to me; now my present body consists completely of another’s flesh. Do I really have a body 
now, or am I only a corpse? If I think I have body, it is entirely another’s body; if I think I don’t have 
one, there is, however, a body that is visible.” Having had these thoughts, he was very worried and 
became like a man who has lost his mind. 

The next morning, he resumed his journey. Having arrived at the kingdom that was his destination, he 
saw an assembly of monks around a Buddhist stupa, and he asked them whether his body existed or not. 
The monks asked him: “Who are you?” He answered: “I don’t even know if 1 am a man or not.” He told 


146 On the power of these contemplatives, see above, p. 73 IF. 

147 In its version of this macabre story, the Mpps is very close to Tchong king siuan tsa p’i yu king, T 208, no. 3, p. 
531c-532a (tr. Chavannes, Contes , II, p. 72-74). The story is summarized in King liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 46, p. 241a- 
b. - According to the legend of Asoka, the victim of the story was the son of a noble family of Mathura: he had 
become a monk under Upagupta, but decided to return to the world; on going home, he stopped for the night in the 
temple of a deva, where two yaksas appeared and substituted his body for that of a corpse. The next day, he returned 
to Upagupta and, completely detached from his body, he attained arhathood: cf. A yu wang tchouan, T 2042, k. 6, p. 
122b (tr. Przysluski, Asoka, p. 381-382); A yu wang king, T 2043, k. 9, p. 165b. 
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the assembly all that had happened. The bhiksus said: “This man knows for himself the non-existence of 
a self; he will easily be liberated.” 

Speaking to him, they said: “From the very beginning until today, your body was always without atman, 
and it is not just coming to the present moment [that that is so]; it is simply because the four great 
elements were combined that you thought: ‘This is my body.’ There is no difference between your 
previous body and that of today.” The bhiksus converted him to the Path ( marga ); he cut through his 
passions and became an arhat. 

Thus there are circumstances where one conceives the idea of self in reference to another. But under the 
pretence that there are distinctions between “that” and “this”, one cannot say that there is a “me”. 

7. Finally, the true nature ( bhutasvabhdva ) of the atman cannot be established with precision ( niyama ); 
one cannot establish whether it is eternal ( nitya ) or transitory ( anitya ) independent ( svatantra ) or 
dependent ( asvatantra ), [149a] active ( kdraka ) or inactive ( akdraka ), substantial ( rupin ) or non- 
substantial (arupiri), and other characteristics ( nimitta ) of this kind. Where there are characteristics 
( nimitta ), there is reality (dharma)', but without characteristics, there is no reality. Since the atman has no 
characteristics, we know that it does not exist. 

a. If the atman were eternal (nitya), the sin of murder (vadhdpatti) would not exist. Why? The body can 
be killed bcause it is transitory, whereas the atman would be indestructible because eternal. 

Question. - Without a doubt, the atman which is eternal cannot be killed, but the sin of murder is only 
killing the body. 

Answer. - If killing the body were murder, why does the Vinaya say that suicide (dtmavadha) is not 
murder? 148 Sin (dpatti ) and merit ( punya ) result from evil done to another (paravihethana) or good done 


148 I [Lamotte] strongly doubt that the Vinaya says that “suicide is not murder”, but it is certain that Buddhism has 
never condemned suicide as such. It seems that it is wrong that de La Vallee Poussin, in his article Suicide in ERE, 
XII, p. 25, claimed the contrary. In fact, the third Paarajika, to which he refers, does not condemn suicide itself, but 
the encouraging of others to kill themselves, which is quite different: “If a bhiksu gives a knife or had a knife given 
to someone and tells them to kill themselves; if he praises death to them; if he says for example; “What use is this 
miserable life? It is better to die than to live” ... and afterwards this man, because of that, dies, this bhiksu is guilty of 
a pdrdjika sin” (Vi na y a ’ HI, P- 72; L. Finot, Le Pratimoksasutra des Sarvastivadin, JA, Nov.-Dec., 1913, p.477-478). 

As the Mpps comments here, suicide, which harms no one else, is not a sin since sin consists of harming 
others, just as merit consists of doing good to others. But although suicide itself is not to be condemned, that does 
not mean that it should be recommended to all. A reasonable action in some, in others it can be madness. 

Among successful suicides, we may cite that of the Buddhas who turned the wheel of Dharma and 
converted disciples, that of pratyekabuddhas who judged the time had come to enter into nirvana, that of arhats who 
destroyed their passions and “did what had to be done” ( krtakrtya ); finally, that of bodhisattvas who sacrificed their 
lives in honor of the Buddha or for the good of creatures. Thus, Sakyamuni, having decided to die, spontaneously 
renounced his life force (ayusanhkhdram assajr. Digha, II, p. 106). Pratyekabuddhas in groups or singly, judging 
that the time had come, rise up into the sky, change themselves into fire and enter parinirvana (cf. Traite, I, p. 182F, 
n. 2; p. 392F). At the death of Sakyamuni, eighteen arhats entered nirvana with him ( Traite , I, p. 89, n. 2) while 


586 



to another ( parahita ) respectively. It is not by taking care of one’s own body or by killing one’s own 
body that one gains merit or commits a sin. This is why the Vinaya says that suicide is not a sin of 
murder but is tainted with ignorance ( moha ), desire ( rdga ) and hatred ( dvesa ). 

If the atman were eternal, it would not die and would not be reborn. Why? Because according to your 
system, the atman which is eternal, completely fills the five destinies (gati ); how would there be birth 
and death? Death ( cyuti ) consists of leaving this place, and birth ( upapatti ) consists of appearing in that 
place. This is why it cannot be said that the atman is eternal. 

If the atman were eternal, it would be unable to experience sorrow ( duhkha ) and happiness ( sukha). 
Why? When sorrow prevails, one is sad, and when happiness prevails, one is joyful. But that which is 
modified ( vikrta ) by sorrow and joy is not eternal. 

If the atman were eternal, it would be like space (dkdsasama ); rain would not moisten it and heat would 
not dry it up. There would be no hither ( ihatra ) or thither ( paratra ) in it. If the atman were eternal, it 
could not be reborn over there or die here. 

If the atman were eternal, the view of self (dtmadrsti ) would exist permanently and one would never be 
able to attain nirvana. 

If the Atman were eternal, it would be without arising ( utpada ) and ceasing ( nirodha ) and there would be 
no falsehood or error, for there must be non-self ( andtman ) and impermanence ( anitya ) for there to be 
forgetfulness and error. 


Subhadra voluntarily preceded him in death ( Traite, I, p. 210F). Vakkhali, who was suffering from a painful illness, 
received asssurance from the Buddha that his death would be innocent ( apdpika ), recited the Buddhist credo for the 
last time and stabbed himself (Samyutta, III, p. 119-124; Tsa a han, T 99, no. 1265, k. 47, p. 346b-347b; Tseng yi a 
han, T 125, k. 19, p. 642b-643a). Godhika, despairiing of attaining definitive deliverance, slit his throat, at once 
obtainedarhathood and entered into nirvana (cf. Traite, I, p. 21 IF, n.). Mahaprajapati GautamI and her friends 
voluntarily entered nirvana with the Buddha’s pennission ( Traite , I, p. 587F, n.). Both the Lesser and the Greater 
Vehicle unreservedly praise the charitable deeds of the bodhisattvas who sacrifice their life for the benefit of beings 
or to pay homage to the Buddhas. We may recall the “gift of the body” and the “gift of the head” made by the future 
Buddha Sakyamuni ( Traite, I, p. 143-144F, n.), the deed of the bodhisattva Sarvasattvapriyadarsana who, to 
celebrate the Buddha and the Saddharmapundarikasutra, filled his body with oil, set it on fire and burned for twelve 
years ( Traite, I, p. 579, n.; below, p. 751F). Suicide seems to be reserved for very saintly and very virtuous people; 
others would do best to abstain. Often, the untimely attempt at suicide fails, not without, however, assuring the 
hopeless one of considerable spiritual benefits. Siha, hopeless at not progressing on the spiritual path, wished to hang 
herself; hardly had she knotted the cord around her neck than she attained arhathood; the cord loosened from her 
neck and fell to the ground (Therlgatha, v. 77-81). Sappadasa, feeling unable to arrive at meditative stabilization, 
was about to kill himself with a razor when he suddenly attained insight (Theragatha, v. 405-410). Vakkhali, 
regretting not seeing the Buddha, wished to throw himself down from a high rock; at that moment the master 
appeared and prevented him from prematurely ending his days (Apadana, II, p. 465-468; Manorathha, I, p. 248-251; 
Dhammapadattha, IV, p. 118-119; tr. Burlingame, Legends, III, p. 262-263: Theragatha Comm, in Rh.-D., Brethren, 
p. 197-199). 
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Therefore the atman is not eternal and, for many reasons of this kind, we know that the atman is not 
eternal. 

b. If the atman were transitory ( anitya ), there would, again, be neither sin (dpatti) nor merit ( punya ). The 
body being impermanent and likewise the atman, both would perish together [at death] and final 
annihilation ( uccheddnta ) would be reached. Swallowed up in this annihilation, one would not go on to 
future existences ( parajanman ) and undergo there [the retribution] of sins and merits. If this annihilation 
were nirvana, it would not be necessary to cut the bonds ( bandhanadamuccheda ), and one would only 
commit sins and merits, the causes and conditions ( hetupmtyaya ) of future existences. For many reasons 
of this kind, we know that the atman is not transitory. 

c. If the atman were independent ( svatantra) and active ( kdraka ), it would be able to have everything 
according to its desires. Now it does not [always] get what it wants and it [often] gets what it does not 
want. 

If the atman were independent, no one would commit evil deeds and fall into the bad animal destinies 
( tiryagyonidurgati ). 

Furthermore, every being hates suffering ( duhkha); but whoever seeks happiness ( sukha ) finds suffering. 
This is how we know that the atman is neither independent nor active. 

[149b] Moreover, out of fear of punishment, people make an effort to practice the good. If it were 
independent, why would it be forced to cultivate merits (punyabhdvana) out of fear of punishment? 

Finally, beings do not realize their wishes ( manoratha ); they are pulled about (dksipta) by the afflictions 
(klesa ) and the bonds of craving ( trsndbandhana ). For many reasons of this kind, we know that the 
atman is neither independent nor active. 

d. Is the atman dependent (asvatantra) and inactive (akdraka)? No, those are not the characteristics of 
the atman. What is called the atman is not different from the six consciousnesses (sadvijnana). 

Moreover, if the atman is inactive, why does king Yen lo (Yama) 149 ask the fisherman: “Who 
commanded you to commit this sin?” And the fisherman answered: “I myself committed it.” This is why 
we know that the atman is not inactive 

e. It is not correct that the atman is substantial ( rupin ). Why? Because all substance is transitory (anitya). 
Question. - Why do people say: substantiality is one of my own characteristics? 

Answer. - Some say that the atman resides in the mind (citta) and that it is as fine (suksma) as a mustard 
grain (sarsapa); pure ( visuddha ), it is called subtle material body (prasddarupakdya ). According to other 
opinions, it is like a grain of wheat (yava ), a bean (mdsa, masura) half an inch high (ardhangustha), an 


149 Yama, king of death and the hells in Hindu mythology (cf. Macdonell, Vedic Mythology, p. 171-174; Hopkins, 
Epic Mythology, p. 107-116): he plays only a minor role in the Buddhist pantheon (see Malalasekera, II, p. 680-681; 
Akanuma, p. 777a). 
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inch high ( angustha ). 150 As soon as it takes on a body, it resumes its former form, the way the skeleton of 
an elephant ( gajdsthi ), when it has reached its complete form, is like that of the entire elephant. Some say 
that the size [of the subtle body] corresponds to that of the human body and that after death the 
dimensions re-appear. But all of that is wrong ( ayukta ). Why? Because all matter ( rupa ) is made of the 
four great elements (mahabhuta); being the result of causes and conditions ( pratityasamutpanna ), all 
matter is impermanent ( anitya ). If the atman were material, since matter is transitory, the atman too 
would be transitory. For this hypothesis, see what has been said above (p. 743F). 

Question. - There are two types of bodies ( kdya ), the coarse body ( sthulasarfra ) and the subtle body 
( suksmasanra ). The coarse body is transitory (anitya), but the subtle body is the atman; eternally it 
passes from existence to existence and penetrates the five destinies (gati ). 151 

Answer. - This subtle body does not exist ( nopalabhyate ). If the subtle body existed, there should be a 
place ( sthdna ) where it could be found, as is the case for the five internal organs or the four parts of the 
body. But we may search for it everywhere without finding it. 

Question. - This subtle body is extremely fine ( paramasuksma ). At death, when it has gone, how would 
you see it if, during life, you couldn’t find it? Besides, the five organs can neither see nor cognize this 
subtle body; only the arya endowed with the superknowledges ( abhijnd) could see it. 

Answer. - If that is so, it is no different than nothing at all. When a person, at the moment of death, 
abandons the aggregates ( skandha ) of the present existence to enter into the aggregates of the 
intermediate existence (antarabhava), 52 there is no relationship of anteriority or posteriority between the 


150 Here we have a very clear allusion to the speculations of the Upanisads which often contrast the Brahman, world 
soul, with the brahman, the psychic principle; as such the Being dwells in the citadel of the body ( purisayah 
purusah: Prasna Up., V, 5), in the lotus of the heart ( daharam pundaikam purusah: Candogya Up. VIII, 1, 1). It is 
tiny ( vamana : Katha Up. V, 3) a span in length ( pradesamatra : Candogya Up. V, 18, 1), an inch high 
(i angusthamatra : Katha Up. IV, 12), smaller than a grain of rice, than a grain of wheat, than a millet seed aniyayan 
vriheryavad va sarsapad va syamakatanddulddd va: Svetas. Up. Ill, 14, 3), the size of a needle-point ( aragramatra: 
Candogya Up. V., 8). It is the vital wind (prana: KausitakI Up. Ill, 9), the witness (saksin), the person who appears 
in the pupil of the eye (ya eso ‘ksani puruso drsyata: Candogya Up. Iv, 15, 1). 

In the Buddhist texts references are rarely found as clear as in the rantings of the Upanisads. 

151 The Vedanta accepts the existence of this subtle body; at the same time as the indriyas , the seeds of the organs of 
the coarse body, the soul carries with it at death the subtle body composed of subtle particles of the elements, which 
will be the seeds of a new coarse body. The subtle body is material but transparent; thus no one can see it when it 
exits. The animal heat belongs to it: if the corpse is cold, it is because the subtle body, enveloping the soul and the 
organs, has abandoned the coarse body. Cf. Samkara ad Brahmasutra, I, 4, 1: IV, 2, 9; P. Deussen, Das System des 
Vedanta, 1883, p. 399-404. - The Samkhya also believe in the existence of a subtle body that does not come from 
the parents but results from a projection; cf. Samkhyapravachanabhasya, III, 7, ed. R. Garbe, p. 89; Samkhyasutra, 
V, 103, ed. R. Garbe, p. 241. 

152 Some Buddhists are of the opinion that between existence-death and existence-birth there is an intennediate 
existence ( antarabhava ) - a body, five skandhas - that goes to the place of rebirth; this theory is proposed mainly by 
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moment when the body of the actual existence disappears and when it assumes the body of the 
intermediate existence: the birth occurs at the same time as the disappearance. It is as if one presses a 
wax seal (mudra) onto clay and, the clay having received the imprint, the imprint were to be broken at 
once; the impression and the disappearance of the imprint are simultaneous, without anteriority or 
posteriority. At the very same moment when one takes on the aggregates and the mode of being of the 
intermediate existence, one abandons the aggregates of the intermediate existence ( antardbhava ) to 
assume the mode of being of existence-birth ( upapattibhava ). You say that the subtle body constitutes 
this intermediate existence, but this [alleged] body of intermediate existence comes [from nowhere] and 
goes [nowhere]. It is like the burning of a lamp ( dfpa ) characterized by a succession of productions and 
disappearances ( utpddanirodha-prabandha ), without permanence ( sdsvata ), but also without interruption 
(uccheda). l5i 

[149c] Finally, the Buddha said: “Whether past, future or present, coarse or subtle, all substance is 
transitory.” 154 Therefore your [alleged] subtle matter constituting the atman would also be transitory and 
perishable. 

For many reasons of this kind we know that the atman is not substantial. 

f. Neither is the atman non-substantial ( arupin ). The four aggregates (skandha) 155 and the three 
unconditioned ( asamskrta) factors are non-substantial. The four aggregates in question, being 
impermanent ( anitya ), dependent (asvatantra), dependent on causes and conditions ( hetupratyaydpeksa) 
cannot be the atman. As for the three non-conditioned factors, they cannot be considered as being the 
atman because they are not taken on ( updtta ). For many reasons of this kind we know that the atman is 
not non-substantial. 


the Sammitlyas (cf. Kathavatthu, II, p. 361). But most of the sects do not agree, deny this antardbhava (see Kosa, 
III, p. 32, n) for the good reason that birth immediately follows the death. 

153 In its reasoning and its examples, the Mpps seems to take its inspiration directly from the Madh.vrtti, p. 544: 
tatrabimbapratibimbanyayena svadhyayadipamudrapratimudradinyayena vd maranantikesu skandhesu 
nirudhyamdnesv ekasminn eva ksane tuladandandmonndmanydyenaiva avpapattyamsikah skandha 
yathdkarmdksepata upajayante: “In the example of the image and the reflection or the example of reading and the 
lamp, the seal and the impression, etc., when the present skandhas are destroyed at death, at that very moment, as is 
the case for the (simultaneous) rising and falling of the pans of a balance, the skandhas relating to birth are produced 
by a projection in harmony with the actions.” 

For the example of the image and the reflection ( bimbapratibimba ), see Kosa, III, p. 34: for the example of 
the seal and the impression ( mudrapratimudrd ), Lalitavistara, p. 176, 1. 15; Madh. vrtti, p. 428, 551; for the example 
of the pans of a balance ( tuladanda ), Madh. avatara, p. 94 (tr. Lav., Museon, 1910, p. 291-292). 

Also according to the Visuddhimagga (p. 604), birth immediately follows death and there is no 
intermediary (tesam antarikd natthi ). 

154 Cf. Vinaya, I, p. 14; Samyutta, II, p. 252, 253; III, p. 47, 68, 80. 89; IV, p. 382: Yam kind rupam 
atitlagatapaccuppannam ajjhattam va bahiddhd vd oldrikam va hinam va panitam vd yam dare santike va, sabbam 
rupam n ’ etam mama n ’ eso ‘ham asmi na me so attati. 

155 I.e., samjna, vedana, samskard and vijhana; cf. above, p. 77F, n. 2. 
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Search for the atman in the heavens or on earth, inside ( adhydtmam ) or outside ( baliirdhd ), in the three 
times ( tiyadhva ) or the ten directions (dasadis), you will never find it anywhere. Only the coming 
together of the twelve bases of consciousness [dvddasdyatana, i.e., the six sense organs and their 
respective objects] produce the six consciousnesses (sadvijhdna). The coming together of the three 
[trisamnipdta, or the coming together of the organs, the objects and the consciousnesses] is called 
contact ( sparsa ). Contact produces feeling (vedand), concept ( samjnd), the act of attention ( cetand) and 
other mental dharmas ( caitta, caitasikadhanna ). 156 According to the Buddhist system ( ihadharma ), it is 
by the power of ignorance ( avidyd) that satkdyadrsti (belief in me and mine) arises. As a result of 
satkdyadrsti, the existence of atman is affirmed. This satkdyadrsti is destroyed by seeing the truth of 
suffering (, duhkhasatyadarsana, the knowledge of the law relating to suffering (, duhkhe dharmajhdna ) 
and the subsequent knowledge relating to suffering ( duhkhe ‘nvayajndna ). When satkdyadrsti is 
destroyed, one no longer believes in the atman. 

Refutation of the 2 nd argument. - Above (p. 736F) you said: “If there is no inner ( adhydtma ) atman, 
given that the consciousness of colors arises and perishes from moment to moment 
( ksanotpannaniruddha ), how does one distinguish and cognize the color blue, yellow, red or white?” But 
if the atman existed, neither could it cognize it by itself; it would have to depend (dsri) on the visual 
consciousness ( caksurvijhana ) to be able to cognize it. If that is so, the atman is futile (; nisprayajana ). 
The visual consciousness cognizes color; color arises and perishes, and [the visual consciousness] arises 
in similarity with it and perishes in similarity with it. However, in the mind that [immediately] follows, 
there arises a dharma called memory ( smrti ); this memory is a conditioned ( samskrta ) dharma; although 
it perishes and disappears, this memory is capable of cognizing. 177 In the same way that the arya, by the 
power of his wisdom ( prajndbala ), is able to cognize future things ( andgatadharma ), so successive 
moments of memory are able to cognize past moments ( atftadharma ). On disappearing, the previous 
visual consciousness gives birth to the subsequent visual consciousness. This subsequent visual 
consciousness is endowed with power by the energy of its activity ( pravrttiksnatvdt ) and, although the 
color is temporary and unstable, it can be cognized thanks to the energy of memory. This is why, while 
arising and ceasing from moment to moment and despite its impermanence, consciousness can 
distinguish and cognize color. 

Refutation of the 3 rd argument. - You said (p. 736F): “If there were no Atman, since the evoking human 
consciousnesses ( pravrttivijhdna ), which are always arising and perishing, all disappear with the life of 
the body, who then is related to actions - sins or merits? Who endures the suffering ( duhkha ) or enjoys 
the happiness ( sukha )? Who is liberated ( vimukta )?” Now we will reply. 


1=6 Extract of a sutra the Sanskrit version of which is known to us by the Vijnanakaya (tr. Lav., EA, I, p. 370) and 
Kosa, III, p. 105; IX, p. 245: caksuh pratitya rupdni cotpadyate caksurvijhanam, trayanam samnipatah sparsah 
vedand samjnd cetand. The Pali version which is slightly different occurs in Samyutta, II, p. 72; Iv, p. 33, 67-69, 86- 
87, 90: cakkhum ca paticca rupe ca uppajjati cakkhuvinndnam, tinnam scimgciti phasso. phassapaccaya vedand. 
vedanapaccaya tanha, ayam kho dukkhasso samudayo. 

1=7 For the problem of memory, see Kosa, IX, p. 273 sq. 
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1. In the person who has not yet obtained the true Path ( marga ), the afflictions ( klesa ) cover over 
(avrnvanti) the mind ( citta); he performs actions ( karman) that are the causes and condition for his 
rebirth (Jdtihetupratyaya ); after death, the five aggregates [of the future existence] arise from the series 
of five aggregates {pancaskandhasamtdna ) of the present existence in the same way that one lamp lights 
another. And in the same way that, in the production of rice {sail), three causes and conditions intervene, 
namely, soil ( bhumi ), water (van) and seed (bija), so for a future existence to be produced, a body 
{kayo), defiled actions ( sdsravakarman ) and the fetters ( samyojana ) are necessary. Of these three causes 
and conditions, the body and actions cannot be cut through, cannot be suppressed; only the fetters can be 
cut through. When the fetters are cut through, even though a body and actions remain, one can obtain 
liberation [150a] ( vimukti ). If there is a rice seed ( sdlibfja ) and earth {bhumi), but water {vdri) is missing, 
the rice will not grow. Similarly also, despite the presence of a body ( kdya ) and despite the presence of 
actions {karman), one is not reborn when the water of the fetters {samyojana) has dried up. Thus, even 
though there is no atman, one can obtain liberation {vimukti). Bondage ( bandhana ) is due to ignorance 
{avidyd); liberation is due to wisdom ( prajnd); the atman plays no part. 

2. Finally, the complex of name-and-form ( ndmarupasdmagri) is commonly {prajnaptitah) called 
pudgala (person, individual). This pudgala is chained by all the bonds {bandhana)', but when it has found 
the tab of pure wisdom ( andsravaprajndnakha ), it unties all the knots; from that time onward, this person 
has found liberation {vimukti). It is like a rope which one knots or unknots {rajjuninirmocana ): the rope 
is the knot, and the knot is not something distinct {bhinnadharma)', but in common usage {loka), we say: 
to tie the rope, to untie the rope. It is the same for name-and-form ( ndmarupa ): the coming together of 
these two things, i.e., name (ndman) and form, is commonly called {prajnaptitah) pudgala, but the fetters 
are not something different from name-and-form. With regard to name-and-form, it is just a matter of 
being chained [by the fetters] or liberated [from the fetters]. 

It is the same for receiving punishment or reward. Although no dharma is truly pudgala, it is by means of 
name-and-form that one gathers the fruit of sins and merits; and yet the pudgala has the name of the 
gatherer. It is like the chariot {ratha) that carries goods: by examining it piece by piece, there is no real 
chariot [distinct from its constitutive parts]; nevertheless, the chariot has the name of the transporter of 
goods. In the same way, the pudgala receives punishment and reward [in the sense that] name-and-form 
receive punishment or reward, whereas the pudgala has [merely] the name of receiver. It is the same for 
what feels suffering or happiness. 

For many reasons of this kind, the atman is non-existent. [Here] atman means the donor {ddyaka), but it 
is the same for the recipient {pratigrdhaka ). According to you, the atman is the pudgala. This is why the 
pudgala who gives is non-existent and the pudgala who receives is non-existent. For many reasons of this 
kind, it is said that the thing given, the donor and the recipient do not exist. 

Question. - If, among all the dharmas, the gift has as the true nature as its characteristic {tathatdlaksana), 
if it is indestructible, non-perishable, unborn and uncreated, why do you say that the three elements [of 
which it is constituted], namely gift, donor and recipient] are broken and non-existent? 
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Answer. - If ordinary people ( prthagjana ) [think] they see a donor, a recipient and a gift, that is an error 
(viparydsa) and a wrong view (; mithyadrsti ); they are reborn in this world ( loka ) and enjoy happiness 
here; but when their merit ( punya ) is exhausted, they go backward. This is why the Buddha wants to lead 
the bodhisattva to follow the true Path ( satyamdrga ) and obtain the true fruit of reward ( vipdkaphala ). 
The true fruit of retribution is Buddhahood. To destroy wrong views, the Buddha says that the three 
things (donor, beneficiary and gift] do not exist and are truly indestructible. Why? Because from the very 
beginning (dditah), all dharmas are absolutely empty ( atyantasunya ). For innumerable reasons of this 
kind, they are non-existent, and that is what is meant by perfection of the virtue of generosity. 


VI. GENEROSITY AND THE OTHER VIRTUES 


Moreover, if the bodhisattva practices the virtue of generosity, he will be able to give birth to the six 
virtues (pdramitd ), and this will then be the perfection of the virtue of generosity. 

1. Generosity and the virtue of generosity. 

How does generosity engender the virtue of generosity? 

Generosity is lower ( avara ), middling (; madhya ) or higher (agra); from the lower generosity comes the 
middling generosity and from the middling generosity comes the higher generosity. Giving food (ahara ) 
and [other gross] objects ( auddrikadravya ) with gentleness (; mrducitta ) is lower generosity. 

[150b] Advancing in the practice of generosity (, ddnabhdvandvardhana ) and giving garments ( vastra ) 
and [other] precious objects ( ratnadravya ) is middling generosity, the result of lower generosity. 
Progressing in the generous motivation ( ddnacittavardhana ) without sparing anything, giving one’s head 
( siras ), one’s eyes (. nayana ), one’s blood ( sonita ), one’s flesh ( mdmsa ), one’s kingdom ( rdjya ), one’s 
wealth (i dhana ), one’s wife (dam) and children ( putra ) unreservedly, this is higher generosity, coming 
from middling generosity. 


[Gifts practiced by Sakyamuni in his jatakas]. l5H 

[7. Lesser gifts]. - Thus, when the Buddha Sakyamuni produced the Bodhi mind 
(pratamacittotpddakdle ) for the first time, he was a great king called Kouang ming (Prabhasa) - seeking 
Buddhahood, he practiced generosity more or less. - When he took on a new existence, he was the 
master-potter ( kumbhakdra ) who gave bath utensils and honey syrup to another Buddha Sakyamuni and 


158 In the course of his previous existences, Sakyamuni made countless offerings to the Buddhas, seeking for 
enlightenment in order to liberate beings. The Mpps limits itself here to mentioning several of these offerings, but a 
much longer list may be found in Lalitavistara, p. 171-172 (tr. Foucaux, p. 153-154). 
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his samgha. 159 - Then when he was reborn, he was the wife of a great merchant ( mahdsresthibhdryd), 
who offered a lamp to the buddha Kiao tch’en jo (Kaundinya). Various deeds of this kind are called 
lesser gifts of the Bodhisattva. 

[2. Middling gifts]. - In his previous existences, the buddha Sakyamuni was a merchant’s son who gave a 
garment to the buddha Ta yin cheng (Mahaghosa) and built ninety stupas to him fter his parinirvana. - 
Then, when he was reborn, he was the great king who offered to the buddha Che tseu (Simhat garlands 
made of the seven jewels ( saptaratnamayanicaya ). - Finally, when he was reborn, he was the great 
merchant ( mahdsresthin ) who offered to the buddha Miao mou (Sunetra) an excellent palace and lotuses 
made of the seven jewels (saptaratnamayapadma). Deeds of this kind are called middling gifts of the 
Bodhisattva. 

[J. Higher gifts]. - In a previous existence, the buddha Sakyamuni was a recluse (rsi) who, seeing the 
grace and beauty of the Buddha Kiao tch ’en (Kaundinya) threw himself at the feet of this Buddha from 
the top of a high mountain; then, with peaceful body, he stood to one side. - He was also the bodhisattva 
Tchong cheng hi kien (Sarvasattvapriyadarsana) who offered his body as a lamp to the Buddha Je yue 
kouang to (CandrasuryavimalaprabhasasrI). 160 Various deeds of this kind, where the Bodhisattva 
sacrifices his body (kdyajfvita) to offer it to the Buddhas, are the higher gifts of the bodhisattva. These 
are the three gifts of the Bodhisattva. 

It is the same also when the bodhisattvas, from their first production of Bodhi mind 
( prathamabodhicittotpdda ), make gifts to beings; first, they give food ( dhdra ); then their generous 
intentions increasing ( ddnacittavardhana ), they give them the flesh of their body ( kdyamdmsa ). First, 
they give all kinds of excellent drinks; then, their generosity increasing, they give them their body’s 
blood ( kdyasonita ). First they give them paper, ink and canonical texts, then they give the dharma 
teachers the fourfold offering (pujd) of garments, robes, food and drink; finally, having obtained the 
dhannakdya, they preach all kinds of sermons ( dharma) to countless beings ( aprameyasattva ), thus 
practicing generosity of the Dharma ( dharmaddna ). It is by means of such [progressions] that, from the 
virtue of generosity, there ensues [an increase of] the virtue of generosity. 

2. Generosity and the virtue of morality. 


How does the generosity of the bodhisattva give rise to the virtue of morality (sflapdramitdjl The 
bodhisattva says to himself that, if he does not give anything to beings, he will be poor in the following 
existence; because of this poverty, thoughts of stealing ( adattdddna ) will arise in him; in the course of 
these thefts, he will commit murder (prdndtipdta ). As a result of his poverty, he will have insufficient 
pleasure; since these pleasures are insufficient, he will engage in illicit lovemaking ( kdmamithydcdra ). 

159 On the gift of the Buddha to the fonner Sakyamuni, see above, Traite, I, p. 225F and notes. 

160 The action of this bodhisattva who later became the Buddha Bhaisaraja is folly described in the 
Saddharmapundarlka, p. 405-408. See text, Traite, I, p. 579. 
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Because of his poverty, he will be a man of [150c] low condition ( hina); fearful of the fact of this lowly 
condition, he will speak falsehoods ( mrsdvdda ), etc. Thus in the course of his poverty, he will commit 
the ten bad paths of action (akusalakarmapatha). 61 [On the other hand], if he practices generosity, he 
will be reborn wealthy, and having riches, he will not commit sins ( adharma ). Why? Because one has no 
needs, then the five objects of enjoyment (panca kamaguna ) are assured. 

[The snake, the frog and the rat] 161 . - In a previous existence, T’i p'o ta (Devadatta) was once a snake 
(sarpa). This snake lived in a pool ( hrada ) in friendship along with a frog ( manduka ) and a tortoise 
(kurma ). In time, the water of the pool dried up completely, but there was nobody the snake could blame 
for the famine ( duribhiksa ) and distress; however, he sent the tortoise to call the frog [intending to eat the 
latter]. But the frog sent the tortoise back with this stanza: 


When one becomes poor, one forgets previous dispositions. 
One forgets earlier values; eating becomes the main thing. 
Remember my words and repeat them to the snake: 

The frog will never return to you. 


If one develops generosity, one will become rich in future existences and never have needs; then one will 
be able to keep morality (sfla) and avoid all these sins. Therefore generosity can engender the virtue of 
morality. 

Furthermore, generosity leads to the alleviation of the bonds of immorality ( dauhsilya ); it increases the 
mind of morality ( silacitta ) and brings about its strengthening ( drdhatva ). Thus generosity is the cause 
and condition ( hetupratyaya ) that advances ( vardhana ) morality. 

Furthermore, the bodhisattva who gives always feels sentiments of goodwill (maitri) and compassion 
(karund) towards his beneficiary. Detached from riches, unsparing of his own goods, how could he steal? 
Full of loving-kindness and compassion towards his recipient, how could he have the intention to kill? 
This is how generosity impedes immorality and gives rise to morality. By practicing generosity, all 


161 The ten good and bad paths of action have been listed above, Traite, I, p. 501F. 

162 This jataka occurs in a shorter fonn in King liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 48, p. 257a (cf. J. Hertel, ZDMG, 1914, p. 
67). A more developed fonn in Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya (Ken pen chouo... p’o seng che, T 1450, k. 17, p. 188c- 
189a, tr. Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 398-400; Dulwa in Schiefner-Ralston, Tibetan Tales, p. 308) which has, not a 
snake, a frog and a tortoise, but a mongoose, a rat and a snake. These three animals took refuge in the same burrow. 
A famine breaks out; the rat Gangadatta goes to look for food, in his absence, the mongoose declares that he will eat 
him if he returns without bringing anything back; the snake Nadasena sends a letter to the rat to warn him of the 
danger. The rat announces that he will not return because in times of famine, beings listen only to their bellies and 
lose all feeling of kindness; he does not want to be the victim of the mongoose. 
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thoughts of miserliness (matsaryacitta) are suppressed, and henceforth morality (sila), patience ( ksanti ), 
zeal ( virya ) and the other [virtues] are readily practiced. 

[The gift of Mahjusri]. - Wen chou che li (Manjusn) was once a bhiksu a long time ago - these are long 
kalpas. Having gone to a village to beg alms, he succeeded in filling his bowl (pdtra ) with sweet cookies 
{p. 754F} of a hundred flavors ( satamsamodaka ). In the town, a little boy insistently asked him for one 
of [these cookies] but Manjusn did not give him any. However, having come to a stupa of the Buddha, 
Manjusn took two cookies in his hands and said to the boy: “If you can eat one of these cookies yourself 
and give the other one to the Samgha, I will give them to you as a gift.” They agreed and the boy made a 
gift of one cookie to the Samgha. Then in the presence of Manjusn he received ordination ( npasampadd) 
and made the aspiration to become Buddha. This is how generosity can lead to obtaining morality and to 
making the decision to become Buddha. Therefore generosity gives rise to the virtue of morality. 

Finally, as reward for generosity, one obtains the fourfold offering, a fine kingdom, a good teacher and 
one has no needs. Under these conditions, one [easily] keeps morality. Besides, as reward for generosity, 
the mind becomes gentle; the gentleness of the mind gives birth to morality; thanks to this morality, one 
can maintain one’s mind free of bad dharmas ( akusaladharma ). 

For many reasons of this kind, generosity engenders the virtue of morality. 

3. Generosity and the virtue of patience. 


How does generosity gives rise to the virtue of patience ( ksantiparamita )? 

[151a] 1) If the bodhisattva gives a gift and his recipient (pratigrdhaka ) rebuffs him, either by asking for 
too much or by asking at an inopportune time ( akdle ), the bodhisattva has the following thought: “If I 
give gifts, it is to attain Buddhahood; no one forces me to give. Acting by myself, why should I get 
angry?” Having reasoned in this way, he practices patience; thus generosity engenders the virtue of 
patience. 

2) Furthermore, if the bodhisattva gives and his recipient becomes annoyed, the bodhisattva thinks in the 
following way: “At this moment I am giving my inner and outer wealth (ddhydtmikabdhyadhand)', I 
relinquish that which is hard to abandon. Then why should I endure vain insults ( sunyasabda )? If I did 
not have patience, the gifts that I would be making would be impure ( asuddha ). Giving without patience 
is to act in exactly the same way as a white elephant (pdndaragaja) going to take a bath in the river who, 
as soon as he comes out, goes to roll in the dirt.” Having reasoned in this way, he practices patience. 

For many reasons of this kind, generosity engenders the virtue of patience. 

4. Generosity and the virtue of exertion. 
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How does generosity engender the virtue of exertion ( viryaparamita )? 

In making gifts, the bodhisattva always uses his exertion. Why? At the moment when the bodhisattva 
produces the mind of Bodhi (prathamachittotpdda ) for the first time, his resources ( guna ) are not great. 
And so, when he wants to practice the twofold generosity and gratify the wishes of all beings, since his 
resources ( dravya ) are insufficient, he is forced to acquire wealth ( dhana ) so as to give sufficiently. 


[The lives of Mahatyagavat] 163 


163 The bodhisattva Neng-che (Capable of giving) definitely is the bodhisattva Ta che (Great liberality) whom the 
Mpps has already praised (cf. Traite, I, p. 265) as a hero of vigor. The same individual also appears, under the name 
P’ou che (Universal liberality) in the Lieou tou tai king and, under the transcription Mo ho cho Ida fan 
(Mahatyagavat), in the Hien yu king. 

The acts of the bodhisattva Mahatyagavat are well-known in the following sources: Mahavastu, II, p. 89- 
91; Lieou tou tsi king, T 152 (no. 9), k. 1, p. 4a-5a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 30-38); Hien you king, T 202 (no. 
40), k. 8, p. 404b-409c (cf. Chavannes, Contes, IV, p. 90-91; Schmidt, Der Weise u. d. Thor, p. 227-252); King liu yi 
siang, T 2121, k. 9, p. 47b-48a. - In summary, Mahatyagavat, the son of the brahmin Nyagrodha, is a kind of hero of 
generosity. As his fortune and that of his father were insufficient, he undertakes a sea journey. On the way, he meets 
first the brahmin Kia p’i who promises him his daughter in marriage. Having come to the sea-shore, he joins some 
travelling companions, and on the seventh day, the last anchor holding the ship was cut. They came to the land of 
jewels; his companions, having made their fortunes, leave Mahatyagavat who alone sets out to look for the 
cintamani pearl in the palace of the nagas. Having triumphed over the poisonous serpents and the raksasas, 
Mahatyagavat comes in turn to cities of silver, lapis-lazuli and gold where he gathers wondrous pearls. On his way 
back, they are stolen from him while he sleeps by the nagas. To get them back, he undertakes to empty the water of 
the ocean; his pearls are returned to him. Having come back to his homeland, he finds his aged parents and marries 
his fiancee. 

The deeds of Mahatyagavat as they appear in the aforementioned sources are reproduced here 
incompletely by the Mpps which is silent about the marriage of Mahatyagavat and about his courageous action of 
emptying the water of the ocean with a gourd. The latter detail, however, is not unknown to the Mpps because it 
mentions it in another place ( Traite, I, p. 265F). On the other hand, here it introduces a series of episodes as the 
deeds of Mahatyagavat that earlier are foreign to him; thus, after a shipwreck, during a period of seven weeks, 
Mahatyagavat has to overcome a whole series of obstacles in order to reach the naga palace. 

These new episodes are borrowed partially from another cycle of legends closely related to that of 
Mahatyagavat, the legend of the two brothers Kalyanakarin and Papakarin, of which the following is a summary: 
The king of Varanasi had two sons, Kalyanakarin and Papakarin. The king of another land, Li che Po (Rsabha) 
promised his daughter in marriage to Kalyanakarin who was a hero of generosity and who, in order to satisfy his 
leanings, went to seek his fortune beyond the seas; his brother Papakarin accompanied him. He came in turn to the 
cities of gold, of silver, of lapis-lazuli, and finally, after a thousand obstacles, the palace of the naga king. 
Kalyanakarin obtained from the naga the cintamani pearl, but his brother stole it from him after having put out his 
eyes. The brother returned first and made pretensions to the throne. The blind Kalyanakarin returned to the court of 
the king who had promised him his daughter, and the latter, although not recognizing him, declared that she wanted 
to marry only him; Kalyanakarin regained his sight and, having driven away his borther, the usurper, mounted the 
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The Buddha Sakyamuni in one of his previous existences ( purvajanman ) was a great physician-king 
(;mahdvaidyardja ) who healed all the sick people (v yddhi), not with pride ( sloka ) or self-interest (, labha ) 
but with compassion ( anukampd) for all beings. But as the sick were too numerous, he was unable to 
heal them all. He worried about the whole world and worry did not leave his mind. He died of sadness 
and was reborn in the heaven of the Tao li gods (Trayastrimsa). Then he thought: “Here I have become a 
god; but by enjoying the reward of my merits (punyavipdka ) alone, I have not advanced.” By his own 
means, he chose to die and renounced the divine longevity ( devdyus ). 

He was reborn in the palace of the Naga king P’o kia t’o (correct So k’ie lo = Sagaranagaraja; cf. Traite, 
I, p. 294F, 288F) as naga-prince ( ndgakumdra ). When he was grown up, his parents loved him very 
much, but he resolved to die and gave himself up to the king of the golden-winged birds ( garuda ). The 
bird carried him away and devoured him at the top of a cottonwood tree ( sdlmali ). His parents wept, 
moaned and lamented. 

After his death, the naga-prince took rebirth in Jambudvlpa as the crown prince of a great king 
(mahdrajakumdra). He was called Neng che (Tyagavat) and was able to speak as soon as he was born. 
He asked everywhere what wealth there actually was in the land so as to take it and distribute it as gifts. 
Frightened, the people avoided him and fled from him. Out of compassion and affection, his mother 
alone stayed to care for him. He said to his mother: “I am not a demon ( rdksasa ); why do people run 
away from me? In my previous existences (purvctnivdsa ), I always loved to give and I surpassed 
everyone by my gifts.” Hearing these words, his mother repeated them to peopple, and everyone 
returned. His mother raised him with love. When he had grown up, he gave [151b] away everything he 
possessed; then he went to find his father and asked him for riches to distribute. His father gave him a 
portion, and he spent it also in liberality. Seeing how many people in Jambudvlpa were poor (, daridra ) 
and unfortunate (drta), he still wished to give to them, but his wealth was not enough. He began to weep 
and asked people: “By what means ( updya ) could one get enough wealth for everyone?” The astrologers 
answered: “We have heard at one time that there is a cintdmani (philosopher’s stone); if one could get it. 


throne. - The story of the two brothers is found in the followiing sources, collated by Chavannes: Hicn yu king, T 
202 (no. 42), k. 9, p. 410a-415b (cf. Schmidt, Der Weise u. d. Thor, p. 261-282); Ta fang pien fo pao ngen king, T 
156, k. 3, p. 142c-147a; Dharmagupta Vin., Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 46, p. 910c-913a; Mulasarvastivadin Vin. in T 
1450, k. 15, p. 178c-180a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 389-397), and Schiefner-Ralston, Tibetan Tales, p. 279-285; 
C. Huart, Le conte bouddhique des deux freres, en langue turque et en caracteres ouigours, JA, Jan.-Feb. 1914, p. 5- 
58; P. Pelliot, La version ouigours de I’histoire des princes Kalyandmkara et Pdpamkara, T’oung Pao, 1914, p. 225- 
272. - See also the Mahajanakajdtaka, Pali Jataka, VI, p. 30-68. 

But the cycles of Mahatyagavat and that of the two brothers are not enough to account for all the episodes 
told by the Mpps which, from borrowed bits and pieces, succeeds in giving its own tale the aspect of an original 
story. Indeed, all the tales of sea voyages use the same themes; only the choice and arrangement of the anecdotes 
differ a little. Another story of travel, built up with the same action, is that of Maitrakanyaka, otherwise Maitrayajna, 
in Pali Mittavindaka, to which S. Levi has brought abundant documentation in his edition of the Karmavibhanga, p. 
51. 
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one could obtain all that one desires.” Having heard these words, the bodhisattva said to his parents: “ I 
want to go to sea to look for this cintdmani on the head of the Naga king.” His parents replied: “You are 
our only son; if you go down to the bottom of the sea, it will be hard for you to escape dangers; 164 if we 
ever lose you, what is the use for us to live on? You must not go. In our treasury ( kosa ) there is still some 
wealth; we will give it to you.” The son replied: “Your treasury is limited, but my aspirations are 
limitless: I want to satisfy the whole world so that there will be no more needs. I would like to have your 
permission ( anujnd). If I can follow my original intention, I will satisfy everyone in Jambudvlpa.” 
Seeing the gravity of his resolve, his parents dared not hold him back and allowed him to depart. 

At this moment, out of respect for his great qualities, five hundred merchants were very happy to follow 
him. Knowing the date of his departure, they assembled in the port. The bodhisattva, who had heard that 
there was a cintdmani in the head of the Naga king Sagara (read So k’ie lo ), asked the crowd: “Does 
anyone know the way leading to this Naga’s palace?” A blind man ( andhapurusa ) 165 named T’o cho 
(Dasa), who seven times previously had been on the high seas 166 knew the sea route in question. The 
bodhisattva asked him to accompany him. He answered: ”1 am old and my eyes have lost their light; 
although formerly I went several times, today I can no longer go.” The bodhisattva said: “ If 1 am 
undertaking this journey now, it is not for myself; it is in the interests of all that I am going to look for 
the cimtdmani. 1 wish to satisfy people so that their bodies have no more suffering.” Then by means of a 
sermon on the Path (margadharmaparydya), [the bodhisattva] converted the [old pilot]: “You are a wise 
man, how could you deny that? How could my vow be accomplished without your help?” Dasa heard his 
appeal, warmly embraced the bodhisattva and said: “I will accompany you and set sail with you on the 
great ocean. As for myself, I will surely not return. You must gather my ashes and leave them on the 
island of golden sand ( suvarnavalukadvipa ) that is in the middle of the great ocean.” 167 

When the gear for the voyage had been gathered together, they cut the seventh anchor 16S ; the ship set 
forth, pitching and heeling and arrived at the island of precious stones. The merchants argued about the 
seven kinds of jewels ( saptaratna ) and, when each had had enough, they asked the bodhisattva why he 
did not take any. The bodhisattva asnwered: “What I want is the cintamani; these jewels are 
impermanent things and I don‘t want them. But each of you should [151c] limit yourselves so as not to 
weigh down the ship which cannot withstand it.” But the merchants said: “Bhadanta, make some wishes 
for us so that we will be safe (yogaksema ).” Then they went away. Dasa said to the bodhisattva: “Let us 


164 Parents always try to discourage their children from the business of the sea; cf. Mahajanakajataka, Pali Jataka, 
VI, p. 34 

165 Suparaga, the master mariner from Bharakaccha, had also himself become blind; but his services being revealed 
as indispensable, he agreed to lead an expedition on the high seas; cf. Pali Jataka, IV, p. 138-139; Jatakamala, p. 88. 

166 Seven voyages on the high seas are a record, since, as Puma comments in the Divyavadana, p. 34: “Has anyone 
ever seen or heard of a man who has returned from the great ocean six times bringing his ship back safe and sound 
and who goes to sea again for the seventh time?” 

167 This is evidently Suvamadvlpa or Suvarnabhumi, cf. above, p. 628F. 

168 The ship had been anchored to the quai by seven anchors; once the departure was decided on, one anchor per day 
was cut; cf. Chavannes, Contes , II, p. 243; IV, p. 90, 129. 
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keep the dinghy separately and we will go another route. Let us wait seven days for the wind. 169 We will 
sail along the southern coast; we will reach a dangerous place; there will be a craggy shore with a forest 
of jujube trees the branches of which extend down to the water. A heavy wind will blow our boat and it 
will break up. You must try to grab a branch and you will be able to save yourself. As for me who have 
no eyes, I will perish. Beyond the reef there is an island with golden sand and you must bury my body in 
the sand; this golden sand is pure and that is my wish.” 

As he had said, the wind arose and they sailed off. They came to the craggy shore and according to 
Dasa’s advice, the bodhisattva tried to grab a branch and succeeded in saving himself. He took Dasa’s 
body and buried it in the Golden Island (Suvarnabhumi). Then he went on alone according to the 
instructions previously given. For seven days he swam in deep water; for seven days he waded in water 
up to his neck ( kantha ); for seven days he waded in water up to his thighs (kati); for seven days he 
waded in water up to his knees ( janu ); for seven days he walked in mud ( kardama ). Then he saw 
beautiful lotuses ( utpala ), fresh and delicate, and he said to himself: “These lotuses are too fragile; it is 
necessary to enter into the meditative stabilization of space (akasasamadhi ).” Having made his body 
light [by means of this meditative stabilization], he walked on these lotuses for seven days. Then he saw 
venomous snakes (dsfvisa) and he said: “These poisonous snakes are very formidable”; he entered into 
the meditative stabilization of loving-kindness ( maitrfcittasamddhi ) and he walked on the heads of these 
venomous serpents for seven days: all the snakes raised their heads and presented them to the 
bodhisattva so that he could walk thereon. 170 When he had overcome these obstacles, he found a city 
made of the seven kinds of jewels ( saptaratnamayanagara ) fortified by seven moats; three great nagas 
guarded the gates. Seeing this handsome ( abhirupa ), graceful (prdsddika ) bodhisattva adorned with the 
major and minor marks (laksandnuvyanjan-dlamkrta) who had overcome all the obstacles to come to 
them, these nagas thought: “This is not an ordinary man (prthagjana ); this must be a bodhisattva, a man 
of great merit ( mahdgunapurusa ).” They allowed him to enter into the palace. 

The naga king and queen had recently lost their son and were still mourning him in their hearts. Seeing 
the bodhisattva coming, the naga queen, who possessed the superknowledges (abhijnd), recognized that 
this was her son, and the milk spurted from her breasts. 171 She asked him to be seated and said to him: 
“You are my son; when you left me, where did you take rebirth?” The bodhisattva who, for his part, kept 
the memory of his previous existences ( purvanivdsdnismrti ), recognized that these were his parents and 
answered his mother: “I took birth in Jambudvlpa as the crown prince of a great king ( mahdrdjakumdra ). 
Out of compassion ( anukampd) for the poor ( daridrd) who are unable to overcome the suffering of 
hunger ( bubhuksd) and cold (sita), I have come here to look for the cintamani.” His mother said to him: 
“There is a [152a] cintamani on your father’s head as an ornament ( cuddmani ), but it will be difficult to 


169 The favorable wind was known by the name ird, the propeller; cf. Chavannes, Contes , II, p. 243. 

170 Usually it is at the end of seven days and after sailing seven hundred leagues that the ship is shipwrecked (cf. 
Pali Jataka, IV, p. 16; VI, p. 34). To reach the marvelous city, the castaway must still struggle against all kinds of 
obstacles for seven weeks: one week of swimming, etc. See a development of very similar points in Sseu fen liu, T 
1428, k. 46, p. 912al4. 

171 This is the theme of The Mother’s Milk, cf. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 83; III, p. 12; IV, p. 98. 
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get it. Your father will certainly take you to the treasure-house where he keeps his jewels and will 
certainly give you them at will; you must answer: ‘I do not need these assorted jewels (: misraratna ); I 
want only the presious jewel on the head of the great king; if he understands my compassion [for beings], 
he will consent to giving it to me.’ This is how you will be able to get it.” 

The bodhisattva went to his father who was deeply moved and whose joy was boundless. Full of pity for 
his son who had endured so many dangers to come to him, he showed him magnificent jewels and said: 
“I give you anything you wish; take what you want.” The bodhisattva answered: “I have come from afar 
to visit the great king in order to look for the cintdmani which is on his head. If he understands my 
compassion [for beings], he will give it to me; if he does not want to give it to me, I have no need of 
anything else.” The naga king replied: “I have only this single stone which always serves me as head- 
adornment (cudamani); the inhabitants of Jambudvipa are unfortunate and miserable; you should not go 
back to them.” The bodhisattva replied: “But that is why I endured so many dangers and braved death to 
come so far. The inhabitants of Jambudvlpa are unfortunate and miserable and I want to fulfill their 
desires with the cintdmani .” Then with a sermon on the Buddhist path ( buddhamdrgapaiydya ), the 
bodhisattva converted his father. The naga king, giving him the stone, formulated one condition: “Here, I 
give you the stone; but when you are dead, you will return to me.” The bodhisattva answered: “I will 
conform with the king’s words with respect.” 

Taking the stone, the bodhisattva flew up into the sky (dkdsa) and in the time it takes to stretch out one’s 
arm, he returned to Jambudvlpa. His human parents, the king and queen, seeing their son return safe and 
sound, joyfully embraced him and asked: “What have you found?” He ansered: “I have found the 
cintdmani .” - “Where is it?” - “In the lining of this garment.” - “How big is it?” - “Because of its 
marvelous qualities, it does not take up much space.” And the bodhisattva said to his parents: “Command 
that the inside and outside of the city be cleaned and that incense be burned, that banners (pataka) be 
hung, that the fast (posadhavdsa ) and the vows be observed (silasdddna).” The next day, early in the 
morning, he set up a great pole as a monstrance and attached the pearl to its summit. Then the 
bodhisattva made the following vow (pranidhdna ): “If I attain buddhahood and save all beings, may this 
stone obey my wishes and make all precious things (ratnadravya) appear; may it fulfill all the needs of 
people.” Immediately a dark cloud spread and rained down all kinds of precious objects, garments 
(i cfvara ), food (dhdra), beds and seats ( sayasana ), medicines ( bhaisajya) and all the materials 
(pariskara ) that people need. And to the end of the [bodhisattva’s] life, this rain never stopped. 

This is how generosity gives rise to the virtue of exertion in the bodhisattva. 

5. Generosity and the virtue of meditation. 


How does generosity give rise to the virtue of meditation ( dhyanaparamita )? 

1) When the bodhisattva gives, he eliminates miserliness (matsarya) and greed (lobha). Having 
eliminated avarice and envy by this generosity, he fixes his attention (ekacittd) and progressively 
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eliminates the five hindrances (nivarana). 72 [152b] Elimination of the five hindrances is what is 
properly called meditation (, dhyana ). 

2) Moreover, it is by the support (asritya ) of generosity that the mind ( citta ) goes from the first dhyana 
up to the dhyana of the absorption of the cessation (nirodhasamdpatti)". 171 How is [generosity] a 
support? When the bodhisattva gives a gift to a person deep in meditation, he says to himself: “Because 
this person is practicing meditation and absorption (samapatti), I am making the offering with good 
intention ( visuddhacitta ). What can I do now to replace the meditation [from which I have just distracted 
him]? “ Immediately, he concentrates his own mind and practices meditation. - When the bodhisattva 
gives to a poor person ( daridra ), he recalls the previous existences of this poor person [and says to 
himself]: “It is because he has committed errors ( akusala ), because he has not concentrated his mind 
(ekacitta ) or practiced meditation that he is at present ( ihajanman ) poor.” As a result of that, [the 
bodhisattva] himself tries to practice the good, to fix his attention, and he enters into the dhydnas and the 
absorptions. 


[Mahasudassanasuttanta ]. 174 


This is what has been told: The eighty-four thousand vassals of the noble king Hi kien (Sudarsana) 175 
came one morning to offer him precious things made of the seven jewels. The king said: “I have no need 
of them. Each of you should cultivate merit ( punya ).” The petty kings had the following thought: “Even 
though the great king does not want to accept [our gifts], it is not fitting that we should use them 

172 These are fully shidied below, chap. XXVIII. 

173 These are the nine anupurvavihara listed in Dlgha, II, p. 156; III, p. 265, 290; Anguttara, IV, p. 410. They 
include the four dhydnas, the four drupyasamdpattis and the samjndveditanirodhasamapatti. 

174 The Mahasudassanasuttanta, of which the present passage is a somewhat variant version, is a separate sutra in 
the Pali Dlgha, II, p. 169-199 (tr. Rh. D., II, p. 198-232), whereas the Chinese DIrghagama and related sources 
incorporate it into the Mahaparinirvanasutra: cf. Tch’ang a han, T 1, no. 2, k. 3, p. 21 b-24b; Fp pan ni yuan king, T 
5, k. 2, p. 169c-171a; Pan ni yuan king, T 6, k. 2, p. 185b-186c; Ta pan nie p’an king, T 7, k. 2 and 3, p. 200c-203a; 
Ken pen chouo... tsa che, T 1451, k. 37, p. 393a-394b. - However, an independent version of the Mahasudassana is 
in the Tchong a han, T 26, no. 68, k. 14, p. 515b-618c; and Ta tcheng kiu wang king, T 45, p. 831a seq. 

The story of Sudassana is also summarized in Dlgha, II, p. 146-157; Samyutta, III, p. 144; Pali Jataka, I, p. 

391-393. 

175 Sudarsana is here rendered as Hi kien (30 nd 9; 147); elsewhere as Chan kien (30 and 9; 147) or Miao kien (38 
and 4; 147). - This cakravartin Mahasudarsana belongs to the royal lineage of Mahasammata from which the 
Buddha came: cf. Dipavamsa, III, v. 8; Mahavamsa, II, v. 5; Mahavastu, I, p. 348; Mahavyutpatti, no. 3570; Tch’ang 
a han, T 1, k. 22, p. 149a8; Ken pen chouo... p’o seng che, T 1450, k. 1, p. 101c27. - In mythical times, he reigned in 
Kusavati, in the actual location of Kusinagara. This city and its splendid palaces are fully described in the various 
versions of the Mahasudassanasuttanta mentioned above; see also Divyavadana, p. 227; Divyavadana, p. 227; P’o 
p’o cha, T 1545, k. 76, p. 395c. The Dharmaprasada was built following to the model of the cakravartin’s city; cf. 
Przyluski, La ville du Cakravartin , Rocznik Orjent., V, 1927, p. 165-185. 
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ourselves.” Thereupon, they set to work together to build a palace (prasada ) made of the seven jewels 
(saptaratnamaya); they planted rows of trees ( vrksapankti ) 176 made of the seven jewels and built pools 
(puskirini ) made of the seven jewels. In this palace they built eighty-four thousand floors ( kutdgdra ) 
made of the seven jewels; on each floor was a bed (paiyanka ) made of the seven jewels; cushions of 
different colors (misravarnopadhdna) were placed at the two ends of the bed; they had banners ( dhvaja ) 
and flags (pataka) hung and incense (dhupa) was spread on the ground. 

When all was ready, they said to the great king: “We would like you to accept this Dharma-palace 
(dharmaprdsdda) with its precious trees and its pools.” The great king accepted by remaining silent; then 
he thought: “I must not be the first to live in this new palace and devote myself to pleasure; I am going to 
look for holy people ( sajjana ), sramanas and brahmanas to be the first to enter the ceremonies ( puja ); 
only afterwards will I myself live there.” 179 Then he joined the holy men who were the first to enter into 
the precious palace, filled with offerings of all kinds (ndndvidhapujd) and splendid accessories 
(pari ska ra ). 

When these men had gone, the king entered the precious palace 180 , ascended to the floor of gold 
(suvarnakutagara), sat down on the silver bed (rupyaparyanka) and, meditating on generosity, 
eliminated the five hindrances ( pancamvarana ), concentrated his six organs (sadydtmikdyatana), swept 
away the six sense objects (sadbdhydyatana), experienced joy ( priti ) and happiness ( sukha ) and entered 
into the first dhyana (prathamadhydna). - Then he ascended to the floor of silver (rupyakutagara), sat 
down on the golden bed (suvarnaparyanka) and entered the second dhyana (dvitiyadhydna). - Then he 
ascended to the floor of beryl (vaiduryakutagdra), sat down on the crystal bed ( sphatikapaiyanka ) and 
entered into the third dhyana (trtiyadhydna). Finally, he ascended to the crystal floor ( sphatikakutdgdra ), 
sat down on the beryl bed (vaiduryaparyanka) and entered into the fourth dhyana ( caturthadhydna ): he 
spent three months in solitary meditation. 181 

The queen Yu niu pao (Strlratna) 182 and her eighty-four thousand followers ( upasthdyiki) who had all 
adorned their bodies with the White Pearl jewel (maniratna) came to the great king and said: “For a long 
time you have been averse to visits from your family and we have come to ask why.” The king 
answered: “Sisters (bhagim), you should change your feelings and be friends, not enemies, to me.” In 


176 Seven rows of palm trees (tala); cf. DIgha, II, p. 171-172. 

177 These pools were placed between the rows of palm trees (taldntarikd) at a distance of a hundred bow-lengths 
(dhamnusata); each pool had four staircases (sopdna) and two balustrades (vedika), of which the uprights (stambha), 
the crosspieces (suci) and the handrails (usnisd) were of different metals; cf. DTgha, II, p. 178-179. 

1 78 For these stories (kutdgdra), see DTgha, II, p. 182. 

179 The inauguration of palaces was reserved for monastics, f. DTgha, II, p. 185. 

180 According to DTgha, II, p. 186-187, the king first practiced the four dhyanas and the four brahmaviharas and 
only after that did he receive the queen. On the other hand, in the Mpps, the king first practiced the four dhyanas 
then repulsed the requests of the queen; after her departure, he devoted himself to the practice of the four 
brahmaviharas. 

181 This manner of practicing the four dhyanas is described in similar words in DTgha, II, p. 189-195. 

182 Compare the visit of queen Subhadra in DTgha, II, p. 189-195. 


603 



tears, queen Strlratna said: “Why does the great king call me ‘sister’? Surely he has a hidden motive; I 
would like to know the meaning. Why doe he order us to be his friends and not his enemies?” The king 
replied: “For [152c] me, you have been the cause of rebirths; together we give ourselves up to pleasure; 
while giving me joy, you are my enemies. If you could wake up [to the doctrine] of impermanence 
(anityatd), know that the body is like a magic show (mdyd), cultivate merit ( punya ), cultivate the good 
(kusala) and give up the satisfactions of desire ( kdma ), you would be my friendss.” The women agreed: 

“We will obey your orders with respect.” Having spoken thus, they took their leave and went away. 

When the women had gone, the king ascended to the floor of gold ( suvarnakutdgdra ), sat down on the 
silver bed ( rupyaparyanka) and practiced the absorption of loving-kindness ( maitnsamddhi ). - Then he 
went to the floor of silver ( rupyakutdgdra ), sat down on the golden bed ( suvarnaparyanka ) and practiced 
the absorption of compassion ( karundsamddhi ). - He went up to the floor of beryl ( vaidwyakutdgdra ), 
sat down on the bed of crystal ( sphatikapaiyanka ) and practiced the concentration of joy 
(muditdsamadhi). - He went up to the floor of crystal ( sphatikakutdgdra ), sat down on the bed of beryl 
(vaiduryaparyarika) and practiced the concentration of equanimity ( upeksasamddhi ). 183 

This is how generosity gives rise to the virtue of meditation in bodhisattvas. 

6. Generosity and the virtue of wisdom. 


How does generosity give rise to the virtu of wisdom ( prajnaparamita )? 

1) When the bodhisattva practices generosity, he knows that this generosity will necessarily have its 
reward ( vipdkaphala ) and he is free of doubts ( samsaya, vicikitsd); he destroys wrong views 
(mithyadrsti) and ignorance ( avidyd). This generosity gives rise to the virtue of wisdom. 

2) When the bodhisattva cultivates generosity, he knows clearly that an immoral (duhsfla) person who 
strikes, beats or imprisons, but who practices generosity, nevertheless has broken the law to obtain 
wealth, is reborn among the elephants ( hastin ), horses (aiva) and oxen (go-); while taking on an animal 
existence ( tiryagyonisamsthana ) where he is burdened down with loads, beaten, fettered and used as a 
mount, he will always have good shelter, be well-fed and will be respected ( gurukrta ) by men who will 
take good care of him. 

He knows that an evil bad-tempered man, but one who practices generosity even though it be for 
tortuous and indirect intentions, will be reborn among the nagas where he will have a palace made of the 
seven jewels, good food and beautiful women. 


183 This royal manner of practicing the four brdhma.vihd.ras, maitn, etc., is described in Digha, II, p. 186-187; cf. 
Kosa, VIII, p. 196-203; Traite, I, p. 163F. - King Mahasudassana, having cultivated the four brahmaviharas, died 
soon after and was reborn in the Brahmaloka, cf. DTgha, II, p. 196. 


604 



He knows that a proud man, but one who practices generosity even though it be ostentatiously 
(i abhimana ), is reborn among the golden-winged birds ( garuda ), where he will always have power 
(i aisvarya ), possess the philopher’s stone ( cintdmani ) in place of a ring ( keyura ), succeed in having all his 
needs satisfied, suffer nothing contrary to his wishes, and can manage everything. 

He knows that a minister ( amdtya ) who wrings money out of people and plunders them of their goods 
illegally, but one who practices generosity, is reborn among the Kouei chen (asura) where he is the 
demon Kieou p’an tch’a (Kumbhanda), 184 who enjoys himself by carrying out multple transformations 
(parindma ) on the five outer objects ( pancabahyayatana ). 

He knows that a very ill-tempered and wicked man who loves good wine and good cheer, but one who 
practices generosity, is reborn among the Ye tch ’a, the terrestrial yaksas ( bhumya ), where he always has 
varied pleasures, fine music (vddya) and good food (dhdra). 

He knows that an unfeeling and violent man, but one who who satisfies by gifts [his army, for example] 
his chariots ( ratha ), his cavalry ( asva ) and his infantry (pattik a), is reborn among the heavenly yaksas 
(vihayasayaksa), 5 where he possesses great power ( mahdbala ) and moves like the wind. 

He knows that a jealous man who loves to dispute but who can give fine houses ( grha ), beds and seats 
(. saydsana ), clothing ( vastra ) and food (dhdra), will be reborn among the yakshas who fly about in 
palaces and temples where they enjoy all kinds of pleasures and material advantages. 

That is what the bodhisattva knows completely when he cultivates generosity. Therefore, generosity 
gives rise to the virtue of wisdom in bodhisattvas. 

[153a] Furthermore, when one gives food ( bhojana ), one obtains strength ( bala ), beauty (varna), long 
life (dyus), happiness ( sukha) and good servants ( upasthala ). - By giving clothing (vastra), from birth 
one knows modesty and honor (hrfrapatrdpya), power (anubhdva), beauty (prasdda) and comfort of 
body and mind (kdyacittasukha). - By giving a house (grha), one obtains a palace made of the seven 
jewels (saptaratnamayardjakuta), and one possesses the enjoyment of the five pleasurable objects 
(pancakdmaguna) automatically (svatah). - By giving a well (kupa), a pool (taddga), a spring (udbhida), 
water (udaka) or any kind of juices, at birth one obtains freedom from hunger (ksudh) and thirst (pipdsa) 
and the five pleasurable objects (pancakdmaguna) are assured. - By giving a bridge (setu), a ship (nau) 
or shoes (upandh), at birth one obtains a whole set of chariots and horses (rathdsvasambhdra). - By 
giving a pleasure-garden (drama), one gets to be an eminent servant of refuge for all (sarvdsraya), and 
one receives [one’s share] of beauty of body (kdyaprasdda), joyous mind (cittasukha) and freedom from 
sadness. These are the various benefits obtained by generosity in human existences. 


184 Class of demons listed along with the yaksas, asuras and nagas. They live in the south and their king is Virudha 
(DIgha, II, p. 257; III, p. 198). They are so called because their genitals (anda) are as large as pots (kumbha): cf. 
Sumangala, III, p. 964. 

185 The Mpps distinguishes three kinds of yaksas: terrestrial ( bhumya ) yaksas, heavenly (vihayasayaksa) yaksas and 
the yaksas who haunt palaces and temples. Other types are mentioned in DIgha, II, p. 156-257. The Pathavatthu 
Comm., p. 45, 55, calls them bhummadevata, terrestrial divinities. 
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The person who cultivates ( bhdvayati ) merits (punya ) by his gifts, who abhors the conditioned 
(samsb'ta) and conditioning ( samskara ) life, is reborn in the Caturmaharajika heaven. - The person who, 
by his gifts, increases the care (puja) for his parents, his uncles and aunts and his brothers and sisters, the 
person who, without anger ( dvesa ) or hatred ( pratigha ), abhors arguments ( kalaka ) and is unhappy to see 
people who are arguing, is a person who obtains rebirth among the Trayastrimsa, Yama, Tusita, 
Nirmanarati and Paranirmitavasavartin gods. The bodhisattva distinguishes all these gifts, and this is the 
way generosity gives rise to the virtue of wisdom in the bodhisattva. 

If a person gives with detached mnd ( asaktacitta ), out of distate for the world (lokanirveda), with the 
view of the happiness of nirvana, this is the generosity of an arhat or pratyekabuddha. - If a person gives 
with the view [of attaining] buddhahood and for the welfare of beings, this is the generosity of a 
bodhisattva. The bodhisattva knows all these gifts, and this is how generosity gives rise to the virtue of 
wisdom. 

4) Moreover, when the bodhisatva gives, he reflects ( manasikaroti ) on the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of 
the three elements [of the gift, namely, the donor, the recipient and the gift given], as has been said above 
(p. 724F). In this way, generosity gives rise to the virtue of wisdom. 

5. Finally, omniscience ( sarvajna), the prime quality [of the Buddhas], takes its origin in generosity. 
Thus, the thousand [latest] Buddhas, at the moment when they [each in turn] first produced the mind of 
Bodhi (prathamabodhicittotpadakale ), were in the process of offering something to the Buddha [who 
was their contemporary]: one offered a lotus ( utpala ), another a garment ( cfvara ), a third a tooth-pick 
( dantakdstha ); and it is by giving this gift that they produce the mind of Bodhi. These different gifts 
prove that generosity gives rise to the virtue of wisdom in the bodhisattva. 
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CHAPTER XXI: DISCIPLINE OR MORALITY (p. 770F) 


[153b] Sutra'. The virtue of discipline must be fulfilled by basing oneself on the non-existence of sin, 
wrong-doing, and its opposite (Silapdramitd purayitvya dpattyandpattyana-dhydpattitdm updddya). 

I. DEFINITION OF DISCIPLINE 186 

Sdstra: Sila (discipline), in the language of Ts’in, is called innate goodness ( prakrtikausalya ). 
Wholeheartedly following the good Path ( kusalamdrga ) without allowing any faults (pramada ) is what is 
called sila. Practicing the good ( kusala ), whether one has taken the precepts (samdddnasila) 187 or not, is 
called sila. 

In brief ( samdsatah), the [ethical] discipline of body and speech ( kdyavdksamvara ) is of eight kinds: 1) 
abstaining from killing (prdndtipdtavirati ), 2) from theft (adattdddna ), 3) from forbidden love 
(kamamithydcara), 4) from falsehood (mrsdvdda ), 5) from slander ( paisunyavada ), 6) from harmful speech 
( pdrusyavdda ), 7) from idle gossip ( sambhinnapraldpa ), 8) from the use of liquor ( madhyapdna ); and to 
resort to pure ways of life (parisuddhdjiva ): these are the characteristics of discipline (silanimitta). 


186 Discipline (slid) is the virtue that consists of abstaining ( virati ) from sin, wrong-doing. There are two kinds of 
discipline: general discipline, natural honesty which consists simply of avoiding sins, or, as the Chinese translate it, 
of “observing the precepts” (tch ’e kii: 64 and 6, 62 and 3); pledged morality ( samdddnasila ); in Chinese, cheou kiai: 
29 and 6, 62 and 3), resulting from a previous vow: in Buddhism, it is encountered among the lay adherents 
(updsakcim upavasatha) as well as in the monastics ( srdmanera and srdmanen, siksamana, bhiksuni and bhiksu ) 
who, when they take their vows or at ordination, formally pledge themselves to adopt certain rules of life 
(prdtimoksci ). The Chinese characters cheou kiai (29 and 6, 62 and 3) give the Sanskrit expression samdddnasila 
(pledged discipline), but they are also used to denote the monastic ordination ( upasampadd) conferred on monks 
after their “leaving the world” (Sanskrit , pravrajya; Chinese, tch ’ou kia: 17 and 3, 40 and 7). See above, p. 632F, n. 
2 . 

This chapter is concerned only with general discipline, the pledged discipline being treated in detail in the 
following chapter. For the Lesser Vehicle sila, consult the Pali sources indicated in Rhys Davids-Stede, s.v. sila, and 
mainly the detailed description in Patisambhida, Im p. 42-48, and the Visuddhimagga, I, p. 6-58 (tr. Nyanatiloka, I, 
p. 11-85). For the sila of the Mahayana, refer to the texts studied in Hobogirin, Bosatsukai, p. 142 seq. as well as 
explanations in Madh. avatara, p. 32-45 (tr. Lav., Museon, 1907, p. 280-293), Bodh. bhumi, p. 137-188; 
Siksasamuccaya, p. 69-72 (tr. Bendall-Rouse, p. 73-77); Bodhicaryavatara and Panjika, chap. V (tr. Lav., p. 30-48); 
Bodhisattvapratimoksasutra (ed. N. Dutt, IHQ, VII, 1931, p. 259-286). - Works: L. de La Vallee Poussin, Le Vinaya 
et la purete d'intention. BCLS, June 1929, p. 201-217; Morale bouddhique, p. 46; Opinions, p. 302, 334; Oltramare, 
Theosophie, p. 379; Dutt, Mahayana, p. 290. 

187 I.e., whether or not one has pledged to avoid sins. 

188 General morality, simple innate honesty ( prakritikausalya ) forbids to everyone the eight sins listed here and in 
Anguttara, IV, p. 247-248 (tr. Hale, Gradual Sayings, IV, p. 169) taken up again partially in the Sanskrit 
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To violate these precepts, to neglect them, is immorality ( dauhsilya ); the person who violates the precepts 
falls into the three bad destinies ( durgati ). 

II. VARIOUS KINDS OF MORALITY 190 

By means of lower morality ( hmasila ), one is reborn among humans ( manusya ); by middling morality 
(madhyasfla), one is reborn among the six classes of gods of the desire realm ( kdmadhdtudeva)\ by superior 
(pramtasila) morality, one courses through the four dhydnas and the four absorptions of emptiness 
( sunyasamapatti ) and one is reborn among the pure gods ( suddhdvdsadeva ) of the form realm ( ripadhdtu) 
and the formless realm (drupyadhdtu). 

Superior morality {pramtasila ) is of three kinds: 1) as a result of lesser pure morality (hinaparisuddhasila), 
one becomes arhat; 2) by medium pure morality (madhyaparisuddhasila), one becomes pratyekabuddha; 3) 
by higher pure morality (pranitaparisuddhasila ), one obtains buddhahood. Detachment (asanga), 
disinterestedness ( anisraya ), absence of transgression ( abhedana ) and absence of defect (avaikalya), so 
lauded by the holy men (drya) [in the cultivation of morality], constitute the superior pure morality. 191 If 
one has loving-kindness ( maitri ) and compassion ( karund), if one wants to save beings and if one 
understands the true nature ( satyalaksana ) of the precepts, the mind is completely disinterested 
( nirdsanga ): observing the precepts in these conditions is going directly to buddhahood: this is what is 
called the morality that realizes the unsurpassed state of the Buddhas. 

III. BENEFITS OF MORALITY. 


Karmavibhanga, p. 33. These eight precepts are repeated and developed in the various rules ( pratimoksa ) of the 
’’pledged discipline”. The Mpps thinks it proper to add, from now on, the moral pledge to resort exclusively to pure 
ways of life ( parisuddhajiva ), i.e., to avoid dealing in anus, in living beings, in flesh, intoxicating drinks, poison, etc. 

189 Cf. Anguttara, IV, p. 247, or Karmavibhanga, p. 33, where it is said that killing, etc., practiced and repeated, 
leads to hell, to an animal or hungry ghost rebirth ( pranatipatah sevito bahulikrto nirayasamvartamyo bhavati, 
tiryagyonisamvartamyo bhavati, pretavisayasamvartaniyo ‘pi bhavati ): those are the three ‘‘bad destinies”. 

190 The Visuddhimagga, p. 13, has an entire paragraph on the various degrees of morality. “Lower” is the morality 
based on a mediocre enthusiasm (chanda), intention ( citta ), energy ( viriya ) or insight ( vimamsa); the morality that 
pursues a goal of fame ( yasakamata); the morality that is aimed at exalting oneself and putting down someone else 
(i attukkamsana-paravambhana ); the morality that results from the desire for profit or wealth ( bhavabhoga ). - 
“Middling” is the morality that seeks to gather reward for good actions ( punnaphalakamata ), worldly {lokiya) 
morality, the morality that is aimed at individual liberation ( attano vimokkha). - “Superior” is the morality that 
results from the spirit of duty and holiness ( kattabbam ev ‘idan ti ariyabhava ); supramundane (lokuttara) morality, 
morality that aims to assure the salvation of all ( sabbasattvavimokkha ). 

These three moralities are rewarded differently in the human world and in the heavenly realms described 
above: cf. Traite, I, p. 517F, 605-607F. 

191 The Greater Vehicle insists above all on the altruistic nature of morality. See Hobogirin, Bosatsukai, p. 142. 
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The person who wants great benefits must keep the precepts firmly as if he were guarding a precious 
treasure ( kosa ) or defending his life ( kdyajfvita ). Why? Just as everything ( sakaladravya ) on this great earth 
(mahaprthivi ) that has form subsists by being supported (asritya) by the great earth, so morality is the seat 
(aspada, adhisthdna) of all good dharmas ( kusaladharma ). Just as it would be futile to try to walk without 
feet, fly without wings or make a crossing without a boat, so it is futile to want to obtain the good fruits [of 
the Path] without morality. 

The person who has rejected morality, even if he is an ascetic 192 in the mountains (parvatatapasvin ), eating 
fruits (phala ) and grasses (osadhi)' 3 , is no different from the animals ( tiiyagyoni ). 194 Some men have as 
their rule of conduct the custom of swallowing [153c] nothing but water ( udaka ), milk ( ksfra ) or air 
(i dhuma ); 195 they cut their hair, wear it long or keep only a little bit of hair on their head; they wear the 
yellow robes ( kdsdya ) [of the Buddhists] or the white robes ( svetdmbara ) [of the Jains], wear a garment of 
grass ( kusacfvara ) or of tree bark ( valkalacivara ); 196 in winter ( hemantu ), they go in the water; in summer 
( grisma ), they roast themselves at the fire; 197 they throw themselves over cliffs; they wash in the Ganges; 


19i In this passage the Mpps is arguing against the views of certain brahmanas and sramanas (mainly the Nirgranthas 
and the Ajlvikas) who, denying the precepts of the moral law, believe that purity consists only of purely external 
practices, such as food, hair-dress, clothing, ascetic practices or ritual actions. Before his conversion, the Buddha 
himself had participated in this training and practiced - 

without success - the external mortifications. He soon detennined that these austerities did not lead to “the 
supramundane qualities of the noble knowledge of noble vision” ( najjhagamam uttarim manussadhamma 
alamariyananadassana-visesam) and he condemned them later in many sutras: cf. Dlgha, I, p. 168 seq.’ Majjhima, I, 
p. 77 seq., 238, 342; II, p. 161; Tch’ang a han, T 1, no. 25, k. 16, p. 103; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 23, p. 670c-672a; 
Lalita, p. 248-250 (tr. Foucaux, p. 214-216). 

Without listing all the ascetic practices condemned by the Buddha in the texts cited, the Mpps limits itself 
to mentioning the most characteristic. 

193 Dlgha, I, p. 166: "He eats vegetables ( sdka ), wild rice ( sdrndka ), nlvara seeds, peelings ( daddula ), the water plant 
called ‘hata’, the fine powder adhering to seeds of rice inside the spike ( kana ), the scum from boiled rice (acama), 
the starch of oily seeds ( pinnaka ), grass ( tina ), cow manure ( gomaya ), forest roots and fruits ( vanamalaphala ), 
windfalls (pavattaphala 

194 This passage is to be taken literally because according to the Majjhima,I, p. 387 and the Lalita, p. 248, certain 
ascetics vowed ( yrata ) to live like cows, gazelles, dogs, wild bears, monkeys or elephants. 

195 Lalita, p. 249: They drink hot water ( usnodaka ), rice water ( tanudulodaka ), filtered through felt 
(parisravitakambalika ), boiled in a cauldron ( sthalipamya )... ; they drink milk (payasa ), curds ( dadhi ), better 
( sarpih )... ; they drink smoke ( dhdmapdna ). 

196 Lalita, p. 249: They have one, two, three, four, five, six, seven or more garments; they remain naked... ; they 
wear their hair long, braided and piled up in a crest... ; they smear their bodies with dust, feces, mud; they wear 
animal skins, human skulls, hair, claws, a lower garment made only of bones... they wear ashes, colored marks, 
reddish garments, tridents; they shave their heads, etc. 

197 By practicing the pancatapas or the austerity of the five fires: cf. Tseng yi a han, T 125, p. 671b; Lalita, p. 249; 
Sutralamkara, tr. Huber, p. 48. 
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they bathe three times per day; 19 * they make repeated offerings to the fire ( agniparicarya); 199 with many 
sacrifices ( yajna ) and magical formulas (mantra), they carry out ascetical practices (duskacarya). But 
because they have no morality [all these efforts] are vain and futile. - Other people, living in great palaces 
or great houses ( grha ), wearing fine clothes and eating exquisite food but capable of exercising morality, 
succeed in being born in a good place and win the fruits of the Path ( mdrgaphala ). Whether one is noble 
(pranita ) or lowly ( hfna ), small ( hrasva ) or great ( mahat ), provided that one observes pure morality, one 
always obtains great benefits. But if one violates morality, neither wealth nor humbleness, neither greatness 
nor smallness, will allow one be reborn at will (yathdkdmam ) in the blessed abodes (sukhavihdra). 

Furthermore, the immoral ( duhsfla ) man is like a clear pool (prasannataddga ) filled with venomous snakes 
(dsivisa ): one does not bathe there. He is like a tree bearing beautiful flowers (puspa) and fine fruits but full 
of cruel thorns ( kantaka ). Although born into a noble family (uccaihkula), with fine body ( abhirupakAa ), 
learned (paribhdvita ) and wise ( bahusruta ), the man who does not conform to morality does not know the 
loving-kindness and compassionate mind (maitrikarunacitta) [of the saint]. As a stanza says: 

Nobility without knowledge (jndna ) is a failure; 

Knowledge increased by pride ( abhimdna ) is a failure also; 

The person who has taken the precepts but who violates them 
Is bound for complete failure here and in the beyond. 

Despite his poverty or lower rank, the person who observes morality is superior to wealthy people and 
noblemen who live in immorality. 

The perfume of flowers (puspagandha ) and of the Tagara does not spread very far; the perfume of 
discipline spreads throughout the ten directions. 200 


198 A practice known as udakorchana that consists of bathing three times a day; cf. Dlgha, I, p. 167; Samyutta, I, p. 
182; Anguttara, i, p. 296. The Udakorahakas fonn a class of ascetics: Majjhima, I,p. 281; Samyutta, IV, p. 312; 
Anguttara, V, p. 263. 

199 On the brahmanical cult of Fire, see Majjhima, I, p. 32; Anguttara, V, p. 263; Dhammapadattha, II, p. 232. 

21111 Literally, the perfume of flowers and the scent of woods, but Mou hieing (75; 186) “scent of woods” assumes an 
original Sanskrit Tagara (cf. Rosenberg, Vocabulary, p. 248); this is a highly-scented tree known as 
Tabernaemontana coronaria (see above, Traite, I, p. 600F, n. 2). The present comparisons are borrowed from a 
stanza of the Gandhasutta (Anguttara, I, p. 226; Dhammpada, v. 54; Dhammapadattha, I, p. 422; Jataka, III, p. 291; 
Milinda, p. 333; Kosha, III, p. 163; Sanskrit Udanavarga, p. 71; Tibetan Udanavarga, p. 26): 

Na prpphagandho pativmatam eti, 

Na candanam tagaram mallikd va; 
satah ca gandho pativdtam eti, 
scibbci disa sappuriso pavdti. 

In Sanskrit: 

Na puspcigcindhoh prativatam eti 
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The moral person ( sflavat ) is full of happiness ( sukha); he is famed ( kirtisabda ) far and wide; he is 
esteemed by gods and men; in the present lifetime he obtains all kinds of happiness and, if he wants to find 
wealth, nobility and long life ( dirghdyus ) among gods and men, he finds it easily. When morality is pure, 
one finds eveiything one wishes. 

Moreover, the moral man who sees the immoral man struggling with all kinds of problems - punishments, 
imprisonment, searches, despoliation - and who knows himself to be sheltered from such troubles, 
experiences great joy ( muditd) thereby. On the other hand, seeing the good person ( satpurusa ) obtain fame 
(kfrti), glory {yasas ) and happiness {sukha), he says to himself: “If he can obtain fame, I also can have 
some.” 

At the end of his life (jivitparyavasdna), when the knife {sdstra) and wind {vdyu) dissolve the body {kayo) 
and the veins (sird) are broken, 201 the moral man has awareness of the purity of his discipline ( sflavisuddhi ) 
and his mind is without fear ( bhaya ). Thus a stanza says: 


In great sickness ( vyddhi ), discipline is a remedy ( bhaisajya ); 

In great terror ( bhisana ), it is a guardian (pdla ); 

In the darkness of death {marana), it is a lamp (pradipa ); 

In evil rebirths ( durgati ), it is the girder of a bridge; 

In the ocean of death (maranasamudra), it is a great ship ( nau ). 


[154a]Furthermore, In the present lifetime (ihajanman), the moral man will receive people’s homage 
(pujana ); his mind (citta) will be joyful and without worry ( avipratisdra ); he will never lack clothing 


na vdhnijat tagarac candanad vd 
satdm tu gandhah prativatam eti 
sarva disah satpurusah pravati. 

The Gandhasutta from which this stanza is borrowed explains that plant perfumes go with the wind and 
not against the wind {anuvatam gacchati na pativdtam), whereas the perfume of a virtuous man who observes the 
five sila goes with the wind, against the wind and in both directionsat the same time {anuvatam pi gaccchati, 
pativdtam pi gacchati, anuvdtapativdtam pi gacchati). We have seen above {Traite, I, p. 523F) that among the 
Trayastrimsas, the perfume of the Parijataka flowers is propagated a hundred yojanas with the wind, fifty against the 
wind. 

The Gandhasutta has come down to us in several versions: Anguttara, I, p. 225- 226; Tsa a han, T 99, no. 
1073, p. 278c-279a; T 100, no. 12, k. 1, p. 376c-377a; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 13, p. 613b-c; Kiai to hiang king, T 
116, p. 507b-c; Kiai kiang king, T 117, p. 508a-b. 

201 The end of a cosmic age ( kalpanirgama ) is marked by three scourges: the knife {sdstra), sickness {roga) and 
famine ( durbhiksa ): cf. Anguttara, I, p. 159; DIgha, III, p. 70 (which mentions only the first scourge); Kosa, III, p. 
207. - The disappearance ( samvartana) of the world is caused by fire {agni), water {amhu) and wind ( vayu ): cf. 
Kosa, III, p. 184, n. 4; 187, n. 4; 209-210. 
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(civara ) and food (dhdra ); after death he will be reborn among the gods and will then attain buddhahood. 
There is nothing that the moral man will not obtain; as for the immoral man, he loses everything. [The Vase 
of miracles] 202 . - Thus, there was a man who constantly made offerings (puja) to a god; this man was poor 
(daridra); having made offerings wholeheartedly for twelve years, he asked for wealth and power. The 
deva took compassion on him and, taking a visible form, came to ask him: “What do you want?” The man 
answered: “I want wealth and power. I would like to get everything my mind desires.” The deva gave him a 
vase (bhdjana) called the Vase of miracles ( bhadraghata ), saying: “The things that you need will come 
from this vase.” Then the man was able to obtain, as he fancied, everything he wished for; when his desires 
were realized, he made a fine house, elephants, horses and chariots appear; the seven jewels ( saptaratna ) 
were given to him in abundance; he entertained gusts ( atithi ) without lacking anything. His guests asked 
him: “Formerly you were poor; how does it happen that today you have such riches?” He answered: “I have 


202 The Vase of miracles ( bhadraghata ), also called the vase of abundance ( purnaghata ) is a theme of universal and 
Indian folklore. Like the Tree of desire and the Philosopher’s stone (see above, p. 758F), it is supposed to fulfill all 
the desires of its possessor: the Pali Jataka, II, p. 432, defines it as sabbakamadada kumbha. As a result of their 
wondrous effects, certain doctrines or certain practices are compared to the Vase of miracles; this is the case mainly 
of bodhicitta (Gandavyuha, T 279, k. 78, p. 430a, cited in Siksasamuccaya, p. 6; Panjika,p. 23), the worship of the 
four great disciples, Mahakatyanana, etc. (T 1796, k. 8, p. 665a) and the Dharma of the Three Vehicles (T 411, k. 5, 
p. 748b;); cf. Hobogirin, p. 267. 

The Vase of abundance is used in cult ceremonies (Atharvaveda, III, 12, 8), feasts and consecrations (ibid., 
XIX, 53, 3); the Jains place it among the eight amulets ( astamangala ); the Buddhists use it to enhance their feasts 
and decorate their houses (Jataka, I, p. 62; Dipavamsa, VI, v. 65; Sumangala, I, p. 140). The Vase of abundance has 
thus become one of the main decorative motifs of Buddhist and Indian art. Its form is essentially that “of a flower 
vase combining an inexhaustible spring of water with an eternal vegetation or with the tree of life”; it occurs on 
almost all the Buddhist monuments at Sanchi, Mathura, Amaravatl, Samath, Anuradhapura, Deodarh, Borobudur, 
etc. (cf. A, Coomaraswamy, Yaksas , II, 1931, p. 61-64, and pi. 28-33; Vogel, Mathura, p. 28, and pi. 7a and b). The 
vase with the lotus or with spouting water is represented from the earliest times in all eastern art and later in western 
art (cf. Combaz, Inde et Orient, I, p. 174-177; II, pi. 119-122). 

The Vase of miracles also occurs in fables (cf. Kathasaritsagara, Tawney, II, 2). The apologue related here 
by the Mpps has as its theme: ’’The vase of miracles broken by the frivolousness of its owner.” It is found, told in 
similar words and detail in Tchong king siuan tsa p’i yu, T 202, no. 4, k. 1, p. 532a-b (tr. Chavannes, Contes , II, p. 
74-76). The Bhadraghatajataka, no. 291 of the Pali collection (II, p. 431-432), is a variation on the same theme: In 
one of his previous existences, the Bodhisattva was a rich merchant, father of a single son. After his death, because 
of his merits he was reborn in the form of Sakra, king of the gods. His son who was still alive spent all of his fortune 
and so Sakra gave him the gift of a miraculous vase, warning him to take care of it. But one day, in a fit of 
drunkenness, the son amused himself by throwing the vase up and catching it; the vase fell out of his hands and 
broke. 

Another theme is that of the “Hidden Vase”, which is found in a tale of the King liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 
44, p. 232c-233a (tr. Chavannes, Conte s, III, p. 256-257). A man receives as a gift from a monk a miraculous vase 
that gives him everything he wishes. A king takes it away by force. The monk gives the man another vase that spouts 
forth stones and weapons that kill all the king’s men. The iniquitous king is forced to restore the vase to its lawful 
owner. 
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a heavenly vase; this vase can produce all sorts of things and that is how 1 am rich now.” His guests 
continued: “Bring us this vase and show us how it produces things.” He brought the vase and made it 
produce all kinds of things; in a fit of pride (, abhimana ), this man danced on the upper part of the vase; the 
vase broke and everything [it had produced] disappeared in an instant. 203 

It is the same for the moral man: he has at his disposal marvelous pleasures and there is no wish ( pranidhi ) 
that he does not realize; but if he violates the precepts, his pride puffs up, he becomes licentious and is like 
the man who broke his vase and lost all his treasures. 

Moreover, the perfume of glory (yasogandha ) of the moral man, here ( ihatra ) and in the hereafter 
(paratra ), extends everywhere ( samantat ) in the heavens and among men. 

Moreover, the moral man is pleased with generosity ( ddna ) and is unsparing of his riches (vasu); even 
though he does not follow after ordinary interests ( laukikdrtha ), he lacks nothing; he is reborn among the 
gods; in the presence of the Buddhas of the ten directions ( dasadigbuddha ), he enters the path of the 
Threefold Vehicle (ydnatraya ) and attains liberation ( vimoksa ). Many wrong views ( mithyddrsti) disappear 
after taking the precepts. 

Furthermore, without going forth from the world ( pravrajita ), the person who observes the rules of 
discipline will also be reborn among the gods. The person whose discipline ( sfla ) is pure ( parisuddha ) and 
who practices meditative stabilization ( samddhi ) and wisdom ( prajna) seeks to free himself from the 
misfortunes of old age (jam), sickness ( vyddhi ) and death ( marana): he will necessarily realize this wish 
( pranidhana ). 204 

Even though the moral man has no weapons (dyudha), wicked people do not attack him. Morality is a 
treasure ( vitta ) that cannot be lost; it is a parent ( jndti ) who does not abandon you even after death; it is an 
adornment (alamkdra ) that surpasses the seven jewels ( saptaratna ). This is why morality must be guarded 
as if one were defending the life of the body (kdyajfvita) or as if one were watching over a precious object. 
The immoral man endures ten thousand sufferings; he is like the poor man who broke his vase and lost his 
wealth. This is why pure discipline must be observed. 


IV. DISADVANTAGES OF IMMORALITY 


[154b]Moreover, seeing the punishments suffered by the immoral man, the moral man must try to observe 
discipline carefully (ekacittena). What are the punishments of the immoral person? 


i03 In the Tchong king siuan tsa p’i yu (l.c.) the man began to dance with the vase and dropped it; in the Pali Jataka, 
he threw it up in the air and finally let it fall. 

204 Morality, under various titles, is profitable to the lay person and to the monastic: the lay person who aspires to 
heaven ( svarga) is reborn among the gods; the monastic who practices the Path in its three essential elements, sila 
(discipline), samddhi (meditative stabilization) and prajna (wisdom) will escape from old age, sickness and death 
and will attain nirvana. 
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The immoral person is not respected ( satkrta ) by people; his house is like a cemetery ( smasana ) into which 
people do not go; he loses all his virtues ( guna ) like a rotten tree that people despise; he is like a frozen 
lotus that gives people no pleasure to see; filled with evil thoughts ( dustacitta ), he is dreadful like a demon 
( raksasa ); people do not turn to him, no more than a thirsty (pipasita ) man goes to a poisoned well ( kiipa ); 
his mind is always disturbed like a guilty man who always fears the approach of punishment; he is like a 
field ( ksetra ) covered with hailstones over which nobody can venture; he is like bad grain, having the outer 
appearance of good seed but which is inedible; he is like a den of thieves ( cauranigama ) where it is not 
good to stop; he is like a great sickness ( vyddhita ) which no one dares to approach; he does not succeed in 
avoiding suffering; he is like a bad path difficult to travel on; he is dangerous to visit like an evil thief 
whom it is difficult to befriend; he is like a big ditch ( garta ) that people who walk avoid; he is bad 
company like a poisonous snake (dsTvisa)', he is impossible to approach like a great fire; he is like a 
wrecked ship on which it is impossible to set sail; he is like vomit that cannot be swallowed back. In an 
assembly of good men, the immoral man is like a bad horse in the midst of good horses, like a donkey in a 
herd of cows (go-). In an assembly of vigorous men (vfryavat), he is like a weak child among robust men. 
Even though he has the external appearance of a bhiksu, one would say he is a corpse ( kunapa ) in the midst 
of sleepers. He is like a false pearl ( mani ) among real pearls, like a castor-bean tree ( eranda ) in a 
sandalwood ( canadana ) forest. Even though outwardly he looks like an honest man, inwardly he is without 
good qualities ( kusaladharma ). Even though he is called bhiksu because he has a shaved head ( munda ), the 
yellow robe ( kdsdya ) and presents his ‘ticket’ (salakam grhnati ) in the proper order (anukramena), 05 in 
reality he is not a bhiksu. 

If the immoral man takes the monastic robes, these are like burning brass for him, like an iron ring around 
his body; his alms bowl (pdtra ) is like ajar ( bhdjana ) filled with melted copper; when he takes his food, it 
is as if he were swallowing balls ( pinda ) of burning iron or drinking boiling brass; the people paying 
homage (pujd) to him with their offerings ( ddna ) are like the guardians of hell ( narakapdla ) watching over 
him; when he enters the monastery ( vihdra ), it is as though he were entering the great hell ( mahdniraya ); 
when he sits on the monastic benches ( samghakancaka ), it is as if he were taking his place on a bed of 
burning iron. 

[154c]Finally, the immoral person is always fearful ( bhaya ), like a sick man who constantly fears the 
approach of death, or a person guilty of the five sins leading to immediate (anantarya ) damnation and who 
always says he is the enemy of the Buddha. He hides himself and lies like a brigand fearful of being taken. 
Years, months and days pass; he never finds any safety (yogaksema). Although the immoral man may get 
honors (pujd) and benefits ( Idbha ), his happiness ( sukha ) is impure: it is as though madmen had dressed 
and adorned a corpse {kunapa), and wise people, who know it, do not want to look at it. These are the many 
(ndndvidha) innumerable ( apramdna ) punishments of immorality; all of them could not be enumerated. 
The ascetic will therefore carefully {ekacittena) observe the precepts. 


205 The saldkd is a wooden card that allows its holder to participate in a vote or in the distribution of food; it is a sort 
of method of supervision. To vote is called salakam grinati, “to hold one’s ‘ticket’ cf. Vinaya, I, p. 117; II, p. 199, 
205; Anguttara, I, p. 24. 


614 



CHAPTER XXII: THE NATURE OF MORALITY( P . 782F) 


206 


M Preliminary note. - In order to understand the technical explanation which follows, it is useful to define the 
notion of sin, wrong-doing (papa, akusala ) and of morality or discipline (sila) in the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasika 
system from which the Mpps is derived. 

1. Sin (murder, theft, lust, falsehood, drunkenness) and the state of sin resulting assumes three things: 

a. A mental action ( manaskarman) consisting of an evil volition ( akusalacetana ), the resolution to kill, to 

lie, etc. 

b. A bodily action ( kayakarman) or vocal action ( vcikkarman) - a murderous act or false speech - derived 
from the preceding volition and which manifests it to others. Because of this advertising, it is called “information” 
( vijnapti ). 

c. A substance derived from the five great elements ( upadayarupa ), substantial but invisible, projected by 
the bodily or vocal action, which transforms the person into a murderer or a liar. Since this substance, although it is 
material, is invisible and does not make itself known to others, it is called “non-information” ( avijnapti ). In a way, it 
is a perpetual action that classifies the person within the framework of guilt and continues to exist within him even 
when the person is inactive. This state of sin, understood in a material way, is ended only by death, by fonnal 
renunciation ( virati ) of sin, and by physical or vocal actions directly opposed to its nature. 

2. Morality consists of abstaining from sin and its sequel. But abstaining from sin does not have the same 
value in all people. There can be a fortuitous and purely negative abstention: e.g., a person does not sin because he 
has no occasion for it, or because his condition renders him incapable of committing a fault. Secondly, there is a 
conscious and willed abstention, e.g., from simple innate taste or out of more or less noble motives, by oneself one 
makes the resolution to avoid sin in general or a particular sin. Finally and thirdly, abstention from sin may be 
derived from religious motives and from a public formal pledge in the course of a ceremony of taking vows: this 
third kind of morality characterizes Buddhist practitioners, lay ( avaddtavasana) as well as monastic ( pravrajita ). 

In Buddhism there are two kinds of lay people and four kinds of monastics. 

Among the lay people, the following should be distinguished: 1) those who undertake to observe, for their 
their entire life, the “fivefold discipline” (pancasila) incumbent on the upasaka (lay adept); 2) those who pledge to 
observe the eight precepts of the “one day and one night discipline” ( ratridivasasamvara) incumbent on the 
upavasthana (faster) every fourth, sixth or fifteenth day of the month. 

Among the monastics the following are to be distinguished: 1) those who undertake to observe, for their 
entire life, the “ten precepts” ( dasasiksdpada) incumbent on the srdmanera or sramanen (novice); 2) those who 
undertake to observe, for their entire life, the “six articles” (saddharma) or rules of the siksamdnd (probationer); 3) 
those who undertake to observe, for their entire life, the ‘five hundred articles” (paiicasatadharma ) of the bhiksuni 
(nun) rules; 4) those who undertake to observe, for their entire life, the “two hundred and fifty articles” of the rules 
of the bhiksu (monk). 

The process resulting in the creation of an upasaka, upavasastha, sramanera or bhiksu is exactly parallel 
with that which makes a man a murderer or a liar: 

a. The candidate for the religious state of upasaka, etc., mentally makes the resolution ( cittotpada ) to avoid 
the sins that are contrary to that state. 

b. At the time of the initiation or ordination (upasampadd) ceremony, by means of certain gestures and 
certain words, he pledges publicly and solemnly to avoid sin: this is the “pledge” morality which was mentioned 
above. 
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FIRST PART: GENERAL MORALITY 


Question: - Knowing the various marvelous fruits ( nanavidhagunavipaka ) of morality, what is its nature 
( laksana )? 

Answer. - The nature of morality is the cessation of sin, wrong-doing ( papasamatha ) and its non¬ 
reappearance. The suppression of sins of body and speech ( kdyavdkpdpasamitd), whether it be the making 
of a resolution ( cittotpada ), a verbal promise ( vdgukti ) or a pledge before a third person ( paratah 
samddanam), constitutes the nature of morality ( silalaksana ),. 


I. Abstaining from murder. 


1. Required conditions for murder. 201 


c. This ritual pledge induces in him a “non-information” ( avijfiapti) of a special kind, material substance, 
but invisible, called “discipline” (samvara) which, according to the pledges made by him, make him an upasaka, an 
upavasastha, a sramanera or a bhiksu. This quality of upasaka, etc., continues to exist and to develop in him as long 
as he has not forsworn it by a public statement, or as long as it has not been destroyed by a physical or vocal action 
contrary to its nature. An upasaka who commits murder, a bhiksu who lacks chastity ceases to be an upasaka or 
bhiksu, because these faults are directly opposed to their discipline. 

Clearly, discipline as it has been described here can be possessed only by people living in the realm of 
desire. Does this mean that the gods of the form realm and the formless realm as well as the saints free of all stains 
do not possess any kind of discipline? No, and this leads the scholars to distinguish three new kinds of discipline: 1) 
the discipline of rules ( pratimoksasamvara ): this is the morality of the realm of kamadhatu, the morality of beings of 
this world; 2) the discipline produced by heavenly dhyana, the morality of rupadhatu; 3) pure ( anasrava ) discipline 
which arises from the Path, pure morality. 

The theories summarized here which are the basis for the laborious studies of the Mpps are those of the 
Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasikas; they are explained in detail in Kosa, IV and in the introduction of the 
Karmasiddhiprakarana. They are not accepted by all the Buddhist schools. Thus the Sautrantikas deny the existence 
of he avijfiapti as a material substance. For them, sins or renunciation of sins ( virati ) induce a subtle change 
(samtdnaparindmavisesa) and it is precisely of this transfonnation that the quality of sinner or of monastic consists 
(cf. Kosa, IV, p. 22; Karmasiddhiprakarana, p. 88-89). 

" 07 According to traditional Buddhism, five conditions must be present for there to be murder. These are explained 
in the Dasakusalakarmapathah, attributed by the Kanjur (Mdo, XXXIII, 39 and XCIV, 23) to Asvaghosa, found in a 
Nepalese manuscript published by S. Levi, Autour d’Asvaghosa, JA, Oct-Dec. 1929, p. 268-269: 

Tatra katham prdnatipdti bhavati, pram ca bhavati, pranasamjm ca bhavati, vadhakacittam ca bhavati, 
upakramam ca karoti, jmtadvyavaropayati: etdh pahca [sambhdrah] pranapate: "How is one a murderer? There is 
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What is sin (papa, akusala)! If there is really a living (prana ) being, if one knows that there is a living 
being, if one makes the decision to kill it, and if one takes its life ( jvvita ), one is committing a physical act 
(kdyakarman ) consisting of derived matter ( upadayarupa ) 208 which is called murder ( pranatapatti ). All the 
rest, such as being put under arrest (bandhana nirodha) and flogging (kasaprahdra) [that accompany 
killing] are auxiliaries of murder. 

Moreover, to commit murder, it is necessary to kill another person (paropaghdta ); to kill oneself 
(dtmopaghdta) is not murder. 

For there to be murder, it is necessary to kill that which one thinks is a living (prana ) being. If in the dark, 
one takes a man to be a tree-stump and one kills him [believing him to be a tree-stump], the destruction of 
this living being is not murder. This is not unreasonable because in order for there to be murder, it is 
necessary to kill in Hill awareness. Distraction (viksepa) or error (moha) exclude guilt. 

For there to be murder, it is necessary that the vital organ (j ivitendriya) 209 [of the victim] be cut. The bodily 
action that inflicts only a woumd (vrana) is not murder; a word of command alone, an encouragement 
alone [to kill] is not murder; the resolve [to kill] alone is not murder. 

These are the [conditions] for there to be murder. Abstaining from this sin is called morality (sila). 


2. The vow not to kill. 

Sometimes a person pledges [publicly to observe] morality (silam samddaddti ) and expresses his resolve 
(cittotpdda) aloud: “From today on, I will no longer kill living beings”; sometimes, without moving or 
speaking, he just ratifies his resolution by means of a personal oath: “From today on, I will no longer kill 
living beings”: this is called the morality of abstaining from murder (prdndtipdtaprativiratisfla ). 210 


a living being, one knows that there is a living being, one has the intention to kill, one proceeds to attack, one 
deprives it of life: these are the five things needed for there to be murder.” 

This teaching is repeated and completed by Buddhaghosa in Sumaiigala, I, p. 69-70; AtthasalinI, p. 97 (tr. 
Tin, Expositor, I, p. 129): Tassa patica sambhara honti: patio, panasannita, vadhakacittam, upakkamo. tena 
maranan ti. Cha payogd: sahatthiko, anattiko. nissaggiko. thdvaro, vijjdmayo, iddhimayo ti : “Five things are 
necessary for murder: a living being, the awareness that a sentient being is there, the intention to kill, attack and the 
death that results. There are six ways of realizing it: with one’s own hand, by instigation, by weapons, by stratagem, 
by trickery or by supernatural means.” See also Kosa, IV, p. 153; Tibetan Karmaprajnapti, Mdo 62, chap. XI; Hardy, 
Manual, p. 461; Bigandet, Gaudama, p. 417. 

i0S On the nature of this bodily vijnapti, matter derived from the great elements, see Kosa, IV, p. 4; 
Karmasiddhiprakarana, p. 64-68. 

209 Murder assumes the destruction essentially of the vital organ ( jfvitendriya ), which has been discussed in Kosa, II, 
p. 105, 123; IV, p. 154. 

210 The solemn statements in the course of the refuge ( saranagamana ) and ordination (upasampadd) ceremonies 
will be described in the second part of the present chapter. But in the preliminary note , we have seen that abstaining 
from sins may be derived from a simple inner resolution independent of any statement. It seems that at the 
beginning, the practitioners of the Greater Vehicle “took the precepts” by means of personal oath (cf. Hobogirin, 
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According to some, this abstention from murder is someetimes good (kusala), sometimes neutral [i.e., 
undefined from the moral point of view (avyakrta)]. 


3. Why abstention from murder is sometimes neutral. 211 

Quesion. - In the Abhidharma it is said that every moral discipline ( sarvasilasamvara ) is good {kusala)'. 
why is it said here that it is [sometimes] neutral (avyakrta)? 

Answer. - It is in the KatyayanTputra Abhidharma that it is said that it is always good; but in the other 
Abhidharmas, it is said that abstention from murder is sometimes good, sometimes neutral. Why? If 
abstention from murder is always good, the person who abstains from killing would be like a practitioner of 
the Buddhist path (labdhamdrgapurusa) and would never fall into the bad destinies ( durgati ). This is why 
there can be the case where abstaining from murder is neutral; being neutral, it does not involve any fruit of 
retribution ( vipdkaphala) and therefore does not lead to rebirth among the gods ( deva) or men ( manusya ). 

Question. - One does not fall into the hells because the morality of abstention is neutral, but rather because 
there had been, in addition, the production of an evil mind ( dustacittotpdda ). 

[155a] Answer. - 1) Abstention from murder produces an undefined merit ( apramdnakusala) because, 
whether there is action ( kriya ) or abstention ( kriya ), a merit (punya) always results. If one commits a slight 
error ( ksudrdpatti ), [the resulting demerit] will be quite limited ( sapaiyanta ) and quite definite 
(sapramdna). Why? Because [the demerit] is proportional to a determinate [fault] and not to an 
indeterminate fault. This is why we know that abstention from murder is sometimes neutral. 

2) Moreover, there are people who pledge to observe the precepts and who limit themselves to formulating 
mentally (cittena) a personal oath, saying: “From today on, I will no longer kill living beings.” Such an 
abstention is sometimes neutral (avyakrta). 

4. The “realm ” of abstention from killing. 

Question. - To which realm (dhdtu) does abstention from murder belong? 


Bosatsukai, p. 142); later, they had a separate ceremony, otherwise closely copied from the ritual of the Lesser 
Vehicle (cf. Bodhisattvapratimoksasutra, ed. N. Dutt, IHQ, VII, 1931, p. 259-286). 

211 If I [Lamotte] correctlyunderstand the problem studied here, three cases should be distinguished: 

a. Pure and simple abstention from murder, not inspired by any elevated motivation, has no moral value; it 
is neither good nor bad, but neutral (avyakrta). 

b. The abstention from murder that comes from a resolution, from a fonnal pledge (samaddna) but which 
is tainted by a wrong notion, is not capable of directly and absolutely opposing sin. Thus, infidels ( bcihya) can 
possess the morality of pledge, but as they remain in the false view of existence (bhavasamnisrita), they are 
incapable of rejecting, of absolving from sin. Therefore it is not really good. Cf. Kosa, IV, p. 48-50. 

c. The abstention from murder to which the Buddhists pledge themselves by the Pratimoksa directly 
counteracts sin and merits being qualified as good (kusala). 
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Answer. - In the Katyayaniputra Abhidharma it is said that all morality of pledge ( samadanasamvara ) 
belongs to the desire realm (kamadhatuvacara); but the other Abhidharmas say that it belongs to the desire 
realm or that it belongs to no realm ( anavacara ). To speak truthfully, it is of three kinds: it belongs either to 
the desire realm ( kdmadhdtvavacara ), or to the form realm (rupadhdtvavacara), or to the pure realm 
(i anasravacara ). 

The killing of living beings ( pranatipata ) involves the desire realm; abstention from killing, corresponding 
to it, is in the desire realm. It is only the absence of killing in the form realm or the absence of killing in the 
pure ( andsrava ) realm which, by pushing it away ( vipaki'statvdt ), constitute the true morality of abstention 
from killing. 

Moreover, there are people who, from birth onwards, without pledging to observe the precepts, have come 
to abhor killing; sometimes good ( kusala ), sometimes neutral ( avyakrta ), this [abstention from killing] is 
described as undefined. 

5. The nature of abstention from killing. 

This abstention from killing is neither mind ( citta ), nor mental event ( caitta ), nor associated with mind 
( cittasamprayukta ); sometimes it arises with the mind ( cittasahaja ), sometimes it does not arise with the 
mind. In the KatyayanTputra Abhidharma, it is said that abstention from killing is a bodily or vocal action 
( kayavakkarman ), sometimes with derived matter ( updddyarupa ), sometimes without derived matter; 
sometimes concomitant with mind ( cittdnuvartin ), sometimes non-concomitant with mind. It is not the 
reward ( vipdka ) of actions carried out in previous existences ( purvajanmakarman ). It is of two kinds, i.e., 
practice ( bhdvand ) or intended to be practiced ( bhdvitavya ), and realization ( sdksdtkdra ) or intended to be 
realized ( sdksdtkartavya )... 

[The moral discipline] of ordinary people {bald) and the aryas is a material dharma ( rupadharma ), 
sometimes visible (sanidarsana), sometimes invisible ( anidarsana ); sometimes offering resistance 
(sapratigha), sometimes non-resistant ( apratigha ); it is a dharma that involves retribution ( savipdka ) and 
involves fruit ( saphala ); it is a defiled ( sdsrava ) conditioned ( samskrta ) dharma which has others beneath it 
(sottara); it is not an associated cause ( samprayuktakahetu ). These are the categories that constitute the 
morality of abstention from murder. 

Question. - In the Noble eightfold Path (drydstangamargd), morality ( sfla ) also consists of the banning of 
the killing of living beings. 212 Why do you speak only of the morality of abstention from murder which 
involves retribution ( vipdka ) and defilement (dsrava )? 


212 The eightfold Buddhist Path, by prescribing right speech ( samyakvac ), right action ( samyakkarmdnta ) and right 
means of livelihood {samyagajTva) in articles 3, 4 and 5, forbids by that very fact the sins of body (murder, theft and 
lust) and the sins of speech (falsehood, slander, harsh speech and idle gossip). But we have seen above that the 
morality arising from the Path constitutes pure discipline ( anasravasamvara ) and consequently transcends the 
mechanism of retribution: it leads directly to nirvana. 
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Answer. - Here we are speaking only of the discipline of the morality of pledge ( samadanasilasamvara ); 
we are not speaking of the discpline of pure morality. 

Moreover, in the other Abhidharmas, it is said that abstention from murder does not always follow mind 
and is not [always] a physical or vocal action ( kdyavdkkarman ); not being concomitant with mental action 
(cetahkarmanuvartin), sometimes it involves retribution ( vipdka ), sometimes it does not involve 
retribution; not being associated with mind (cittasamprayukta), sometimes it is impure ( sdsrava ), 
sometimes it is pure ( andsrava ). These are its distinctive attributes; and it is the same for the other 
[abstentions]. 

Finally, some say that the Buddha and the saints (diya) avoid all futile disputation (prapanca ) on the 
dharmas. It is obvious that each being in particular [155b] [tries to] preserve its own life; also, the Buddha 
said that another’s life must not be taken and that if one takes it, one will undergo all the sufferings 
(i duhkha ) from one lifetime to the next. As for the existence or non-existence of beings, that will be 
discussed later. 

6. Benefits resulting from abstention from murder. 

Question. - By one’s strength, a person can overcome people, conquer kingdoms and kill enemies; the 
income that he derives from the meat and hides of game animals is considerable. What benefits ( labha ) 
does he find in not killing living beings? 

Answer. - 1) He derives confidence ( vaisaradya ), happiness ( sukha ) and fearlessness ( abhaya ). [He says to 
himself]: “Since I am not tormenting these beings, they will not torment me either.” This is why he is 
fearless. The person who loves to kill, even if his position places him above kings, never enjoys the same 
peace as the moral man: even though he walks alone and in isolation, the latter has no worries to be fearful 
of. 

2) Moreover, in the case of the murderer, all creatures ( jivin ) around him ( parivara ) have a horror on seeing 
him; but all beings willingly visit the person who does not love to kill. 

3) Moreover, at the end of his life ( jivitparyavasana ), the moral person has a peaceful heart and is not 
worried or afraid. Whether he is reborn among the gods ( deva ) or among men ( manusya ), he will have a 
long life ( du-ghdyus ) which is the cause and condition ( hetupratyaya ) of obtaining the Path ( mdrgaldbdha ); 
having reached Buddhahood, the length of his life is limitless ( apramdna ). 

4) Moreover, in the present (iha) lifetime and in future (paratra ) lifetimes, the murderer will undergo all 
kinds of suffering of body and mind ( kdyaciltaduhkha ); the man who has not killed does not have all these 
worries; this is a great benefit. 

5) Moreover, the ascetic (yogin ) has the following thought: “I spare my own life, I love my own body, and 
it is the same for them; how are they any different from me? This is why I must not kill a living being.” 

6) Moreover, the murderer is decried by good people ( satpurusa ) and envied by wicked people. Being 
guilty of the death of a man, he will always be afraid of being despised by them. At the time of his death. 
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his mind dread is of falling into the hells ( naraka ) or into the animal destinies ( tiryagyonigati ). If he were 
to reappear amongst men, he would always have a short life. 

7) Moreover, supposing even that, in the future lifetime, he does not undergo punishment, that he is neither 
decried by good people nor envied by the wicked, he should not even then take the life of another. Why? 
Because this conduct is not appropriate for an honest person. All the more reason (prdk ) he should abstain 
from it when, in both lifetimes, [present and future], he must suffer the [punishment for his fault. 

8. Moreover, murder is the most serious ( garistha ) of all sins (dpatti). Why? When people are in danger of 
death, they sacrifice their treasures and keep their safety as primordial thing. 

[The joy of the merchants saved from shipwreck ]. - Some merchants ( vanij -) who had gone to sea and 
gathered precious substances were about to set sail again when their ship was wrecked. Their precious 
stones ( maniratna ) were lost; nevertheless they congratulated themselves and, raising their hands, they 
said: “Happily have we sacrificed our treasures!” The astonished crowd said to them: “You have lost your 
riches ( vitta ) and, quite naked ( nagna ), have you found safety. Why do you rejoice saying: ‘Happily have 
we sacrificed our treasures!’ “ They answered: “Of all treasures, the life of a person is the foremost 
treasure. It is for life that people search for treasures, but they do not sacrifice their life for treasures.” This 
is why the Buddha said that, of the ten bad paths of action, ( dasdkusalakarmapatha ), the sin of murder 
takes first place and, of the five precepts (silo), that [which prohibits] murder also is in first place. 213 

The person who, in many ways, practices ( bhdvayati ) all the meritorious virtues but who does not have the 
morality of abstention, does not derive any benefit. 

[155c] Why? One can have wealth, nobility, rank, power and bravery; but without a long life ( dfrghdyus ), 
who could enjoy it? This is how we know that, of the sins (dpatti), the sin of murder is the most serious; of 
all the virtues ( guna ), abstention from murder is the foremost. 

In the world ( loka ), anxiety for life is primordial. How do we know that? All people suffer punishments 
(i danda ) willingly, ruin, house-search, pillage, provided that they can preserve their life. 

8) Moreover, the person who pledges to observe morality (samdddnasila) and has made the resolution to no 
longer kill any living being has already given to numberless beings the most important gift that they wish 
for , and the merits that he has attained are immense. Thus the Buddha said: “There are five great gifts 
(mahdddna). What are they? Abstaining from killing living beings is the first great gift, and so on for 
renunciation of theft, lust, falsehood and the use of intoxicants.” 214 


213 The Buddha put murder at the top of the list of the ten akusalakarmapatha (cf. Traite, I, p. 50 IF), and abstention 
from murder is the first obligation that he imposed on all his adepts, lay as well as monastic: prdnatipdtavirati is the 
first of the paticasila and the dasasila. 

~ 14 Extract from sutra in Anguttara, IV, p. 246, which does not seem to have a correspondent in the Chinese canon. 

“Monks, there are five great gifts, known from the beginning, known for a long time, known to tradition, 
ancient, unadulterated; not having been adulterated in the past, they are not now and never will be adulterated; they 
are not despised by monks and enlightened brahamanas. What are these five? 
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9) Finally, the merits ( punya ) of those who practice the meditative stabilization of loving-kindness 
( maitrisamadhi ) are immense: water and fire cannot harm them, soldiers cannot wound them, poisons have 
no effect on them. These are the benefits of the five great gifts. 


7 . Punishments for killing. 

Furthermore, in the three times ( tryadhvan ) and the ten directions ( dasadis -), veneration of the Buddha is 
primordial. Now, as the Buddha said to the upasaka Nam t’i kici (Nandika), 216 the killing of living beings 
has ten punishments. 216 What are these ten? 

1) The mind is always infected by poison (visa) from lifetime to lifetime without interruption. 

2) Beings abhor [the murderer] and feel no joy in seeing him. 

3) [The murderer], always full of evil intentions, contemplates evil things. 

4) Beings fear him, as though they saw a snake ( sarpa ) or a tiger ( vyaghra ). 

5) During sleep (middha) his mind is disturbed; when awake ( avabodhi ), he is not at peace. 

6) Fie always has bad dreams. 

7) At the end of his life ( jivitaparyavasdna ), he dreads a bad death. 


Monks, the noble disciple renounces murder and abstains from it. Because he abstains, he gives fearlessly 
to innumerable beings, he gives without hatred; he gives without malevolence; giving thus, he takes part in immense 
confidence, friendliness and kindness. This, monks, is the first gift, the first great gift, known from the beginning... 
Such, monks, is the fourth result in merit and kindness, the food of happiness, heavenly, rewarded by happiness, 
leading to the heavens, leading to [all] that is pleasant, lovely, admirable good. Next, monks, the noble disciple 
renounces theft and abstains from theft..., renounces forbidden love and abstains from it..., renounces falsehood and 
abstains from it..., renounces the use of intoxicants,, the causes of weakness, and abstains from them...” 

Towards the end of the 10 th cebtury, the present extract was translated into Chinese by Che hou (Danapala) 
a monks who was native of Uddiyana in northern India, who acted as translator in K’ai fong from 982. The work is 
entitled Wou ta che king (T 706). 

i15 There are numerous references in the Buddhist texts to the Nandikasutra (cf. Kosa, IV, p. 85; Kosavyakhya, p. 
380, 381; Karmavibhanga, p. 33, 42). However, the original Sanskrit is lost and the sutra is known only by a Tibetan 
translation entitled Dgah ba can gyi mdo (Kanjur Mdo XXVI, no, 31: cf. OKC, no. 1000; Csoma-Feer, p. 281). One 
of the Karmavibhangas in Chinese, the Fen pie chan ngo pao ying king, T 81, is very close in content to the 
Nandikasutra. 

The upasaka Nandika (in Pali Nandiya) belonged to the family of the Sakyas; he had at least two 
conversations with the Buddha; one, on the various kinds of disciples, took place in Kapilavastu in the 
Nyagrodharama (Samyutta, V, p. 397, 403; Tsa a han, T 99, no. 855, k. 30, p. 217c; T 99, no. 856„ k. 30, p. 218a; 
Nan t’i cho king, 

T 113, p. 505b); the other, on the eleven conditions needed to destroy evil, took place at SravastI, during the rainy 
season (Anguttara, V, p. 334; Tsa a han, T 99, no. 858, k. 30, p. 218b). 

216 Cf. Nandikasutra in Feer .Extraits, p. 244-245; T 81, p. 899b 12-15. 
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8) He plants the causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ) leading to a short life ( alpayus ). 

9) After the destruction of the body ( kdyabheda ) at the end of life (jTvitapaiyavasana ), he falls into hell 
( niraya ). 

10) If he reappears among men, he always has a short life. 

Moreover, the ascetic says to himself: “All living beings (jfvin),= including insects ( krimi ) hold onto their 
life. Why clothe and feed oneself if, for one’s own existence, one kills living beings?” 

Finally, the ascetic must always cultivate ( siksate ) the virtues ( dharma ) of Great Men ( mahdpurusa ). Of all 
the Great Men, the Buddha is the greatest. Why? He is omniscient ( sarvajna), he has the fullness of the ten 
powers ( dasabalaparipurisamanvdgata ), he can save beings and always practices loving-kindness ( maitri ) 
and compassion ( karund). By observing morality and abstaining from murder, he has become Buddha; he 
also teaches his disciples ( srdvaka ) the practice of this loving-kindness and compassion. The ascetic who 
wants to engage in the practices of the Great Man should also avoid murder. 


8. Better to die than to kill. 

Question. - The taste for murder is easily eliminated in those who do not harm themselves [by not killing]; 
but if, [in order to avoid murder], one must expose oneself to torture ( vihethana ), violence ( bddhana ) and 
insults ( abhibhavana ), what should one do? 

Answer. - One should estimate the relative importance [of the solutions with which one is faced]. Before 
sacrificing oneself, the person will pay attention (manasikr-) to the benefits of safeguarding morality or 
safeguarding one’s life, to the drawbacks ( hdni ) of violating morality or losing one’s life. Having [156a] 
reflected in this way, he will know that it is more important to safeguard morality than to save one’s life. If 
one is in a hurry to save one’s body, what advantage will one have? This body is a reservoir of old age 
{jam), sickness (y yddhi) and death ( marana ) and must necessarily perish. But if one sacrifices one’s body 
to preserve morality, the benefit [that one will derive from it] will be very great. 

Pursuing these thoughts ( manasikdra ), one thinks: “Before as after, I have sacrificed my life for 
innumerable existences, in the form of a brigand ( caura ) or an animal ( tiiyagyoni ), following only the evil 
goal of enriching myself. Today, having succeeded in keeping pure morality ( parisuddhasTla ), I will not 
spare my body. I will renounce my life in order to keep morality. [By acting thus], I will surpass a hundred 
times, a thousand times, ten thousand times, those who violate their vows ( vrata ) in order to save their 
lives." It is necessary to sacrifice one’s life thus resolutely to keep pure morality. 

[The suicide of the Candala ]. - A certain srotaapanna had taken rebirth in an outcaste ( candala ) family. 
Time passed and he attained a man’s years. When he had to practice his family’s craft, he refused to kill 
living (prana ) beings. His parents gave him a knife ( sdstra ) and closed him up in a room with a sheep 
{edaka), saying: “If you do not kill this sheep, you will not be allowed to go out to see the light of day 
(read: je ming ) and get food.” The son thought and said to himself: “If I kill this sheep, I would end up by 
practicing their trade. Even for my life, how could I commit such great crimes?” Then he killed himself 
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with the knife. When his parents opened the door to look in, the sheep was standing up in a corner of the 
room ( ekdntena ) and their son was dead. At the moment he died, he took rebirth among the gods. A person 
like that sacrifices his own life to safeguard pure morality, and this is the sense in which we speak of the 
morality of abstaining from murder. 


II. Abstaining from theft 

1. Definition of theft. 2 ' 1 

Taking what is not given ( adattddana ), knowing that an object belongs to another ( paraparigrhTtasamjnd), 
forming the intention to steal it 

( steyacetanasamutthapana ), taking the object (, dravyagrahana ) and leaving the original place, saying: 
“This object belongs to me”: that is theft ( steya ). Not doing that is abstaining from theft. The rest, viz., 
stratagems ( updya ), plots ( nirupana ), up to the fact of laying hands on some land that is not abandoned 
(i aparityaktabhumi ) are auxiliary to theft ( steyopakara ). 

There are two kinds of wealth ( vasu ), that which belongs to another ( paratantra ) and that which does not 
belong to another ( aparatantra ). The fact of taking ( grahana ) an object belonging to another constitutes the 
sin of theft ( steyapatti ). 


217 Se the canonical definition of theft in Majjhima, I, p. 286; II,p. 46, 54; Aiiguttara, V, p. 264; Tsa a han, T 99, no. 
1039, k. 37, p. 271b: Adinnadayl hoti: yan tarn parassa paravittdpakaranam gdmagatarn va arannagatam va. tarn 
adinnarn theyyasamkhdtam ciddta hoti: “The thief, with stealthy intent, lays hand on that which has not been given to 
him, on another’s property who is in the village or in the jungle.” 

Five conditions are needed for there to be theft: they are explained in the Dasakusalakarmapathah of 
Asvaghosa, JA, Oct.-Dec., 1929, p. 269: [Tatra katharn adattajdayi hhavati: parakryam ca hhavati, 
paraparigrhTtasamjm ca bhavati, steyacittam ha patyupasthitambhavati, upakrarnam ca karoti, sthanac ca .... 
nvdgatah adattadayi bhavati: "How is one a thief? There is the property of another, one knows that it is the property 
of another, one has the intention of stealing, one goes ahead to carry it out and [one changes] the position [of the 
object]. That fulfills [the five conditions] to be a thief.” 

This teaching is repeated and developed by Buddhaghosa in Sumangala, I, p. 71; AtthasalinI, p. 98 (tr. Tin, 
Expositor, I,p. 130): Pahca sarnbhdrd honti: paraparigghalntarn. parapariggahTtasannnita, theyyacittarn, 
upakkamotenaharanan ti. Chappayayoga sahatthikadayo va. Te ca kho yathdnuruparn theyyavahdra pasayhavaharo 
paticchannavaharo parikappdvaharo kusavaharo ti imesarn avahdranarn vasena pavatta: “There are five factors 
constituting [theft]: another’s possessions, the awareness that it is another’s possessions, the intention to steal, the 
execution and removal that results. There are six ways of stealing: with one’s own hand, etc. One or another of these 
ways will be carried out according to the circumstances, dealing in false weights and measures, by force, by fencing 
stolen objects, by intrigue or by forgery.” - See also Kosa, IV, p. 155-156; Hardy, Manual, p. 465-467; Bigandet, 
Gaudama, p. 417. 
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There are two kinds of objects belonging to another (paratantradravya ): i) that which is in a village 
{grama) and ii ) that which is in a forest (aranya). 18 Taking them with the intention of theft ( steyacitta ) is 
committing a sin of theft ( steydpatti ). If the object is in the forest, an enquiry ( nirupana ) should be made to 
know which kingdom it is neighboring and, if this object has an owner, it is forbidden to take it. 

In the Vinaya, all kinds of renunciations of theft that are characteristics {laksana) of honesty are dealt with. 


2. Benefits of renouncing theft. 

Question. - What are the benefits of not stealing? 

Answer. - A man’s life ( manusyajivita ) has two aspects, i) inner (ddhydtmika) and ii) outer ( bdhya ). To 
take his wealth ( vasu ) is to deprive him of his outer life ( bdhyajfvita ). Why? Because life is maintained 
thanks to (dsritya) to food (dhdra), clothing ( vastra) bedding, etc.; to steal them or remove them from the 
person is to deprive him of his outer life. A stanza says: 


All beings subsist 
Thanks to clothing and food. 

To take them away or to steal them 
Is to deprive them of life. 


[156b] This is why the wise man ( jnanin) does not steal them. 

2) Furthemore, the wise man says: By taking an object by theft and appropriating it, one will be able to live 
in abundance, but soon one must die and after death, one will fall into hell ( niraya ). Even if the family and 
relatives have enjoyed the larceny with you, one will be alone in suffering the punishment and one will be 
unable to avoid it.” With such thoughts on these matters, the wise man will be incapable of committing 
theft. 

3) Furthermore, there are two ways of taking what has not been given ( adattdddna ): i) by larceny, ii) by 
pillage; the two together are called adattaddna. 

In regard to adattdddna , theft ( steya) is more serious. Why? Because it is very vile {asubha) to commit 
burglary {samdhicchedana) or to steal {steya) the wealth {dhana) which people need to live. Why? Because 
it is stealing from weak people {nirbala) who are threatened by death. Of all plundering, theft is the most 
serious. Thus a stanza says: 


ils See the preceding note that distinguishes the goods of another gdmagatarn va arannagatam va. Buddhaghosa in 
Papanca, II, p. 329, explains: gdmagcitciEm va ti antogame va thapitam, arannagatam va ti arahhe rukkhagga- 
pabbatamatthakadisu thapitam. 
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In time of famine ( durbhiksa ), when the body is starved 
And one is suffering great torment. 

The wealth of others must remain untouchable 
Like a great mass of blazing coals. 

If one takes another’s wealth. 

The owner weeps and mourns; 

Even if he were the king of the gods 
He would feel as much torment. 


Although the fault of the murderer is serious, he is the enemy only of his victim; the thief, however, is the 
enemy of everyone who possesses something. Those who violate the other rules of morality can find people 
in other countries who would not find them guilty; the thief, on the other hand, is punished in every 

219 

country.’ 

Question. - However, there are actually people who praise the heroism of brigands; then why not indulge in 
brigandage? 

Answer. - Taking what has not been given is bad in itself ( akusalanimitta ). Although brigandage has 
special (visesa) characteristics, it itself is bad. It is like good food mixed with poison ( visasamktrna ) and 
bad food mixed with poison; although the good food and the bad food are different, the poison mixed with 
them does not change. Or it is as if one were walking in fire, [sometimes] in the daytime ( tejas ) and 
[sometimes] in the dark (, tamas ); although day and night are different, one’s feet get burned in the same 
way. 

But actually fools ( bdla ) are ignorant, in this life and the beyond (; ihaparatra ), of the retribution ( vipdka ) of 
merits ( punya ); lacking loving-kindness ( maitricitta ), when they see people using force to encroach upon 
one another and rob another’s wealth, they praise the violence. The Buddhas and the saints (diya) who are 
full of love and compassion (karuna) for the entire world understand well that the misfortune of the three 
times ( tryadhvaduhkha ) [which threatens thieves] is inevitable and there is nothing in brigandage to boast 


219 The Hindus are impressed by the immorality of certain foreign customs: the Vibhasa (T 1545, k. 116, p. 605c 17) 
mentions the existence in the West of Mleccha, calledMou kia (109; 162 and 5); in Sanskrit Maga, magi) who belive 
that “those who kill their decrepit father and mother and sick people obtain merit and not sin”..., “that there is no sin 
in having sexual intercourse with one’s mother, sisters and sisters-in law”. The Kosa, IV, p. 145, 147, and 
Kosavyakhya, p. 394, blame the Paraslka (Persians) with the same deviations. The Divyavadana, p. 257, confirms 
that in the frontier regions, it is a custom for the son to have sexual intercourse with his father’s wife: pratyatesu 
janapadesu dharmataivaisa yam eva pitadhigacchati tdm eva putro 'py adhigacchati. But, as the Mpps comments 
here, there is no country in which theft is not condemned. 
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about. This is why we know that brigandage is bad; good people ( satpurusa ) and ascetics (yogin ) do not 
indulge in it. 


3. Punishments for theft. 

As the Buddha said, theft ( adattadana ) has ten punishments: 220 

1) The owner of the object ( dravyapati ) is always angry [with the thief]. 

2) The thief experiences great anxiety. 

3) He acts inopportunely (read: fei che hing) and without thinking things out. 

4) He is associated with evil people and avoids honest people. 

5) He violates the rules of morality (kusalanimitta). 

6) He is punished by the king. 

[165c] 7) He does not retain any wealth. 

8) He plants the causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ) of actions engendering poverty ( ddridiya ). 

9) After death, he falls into hell ( niraya ). 

10) If he is reborn among men and manages with difficulty to obtain wealth, the “group of five” 
( pancasadharana ) 221 will be the prey of the king {rajan), thieves (caura), fire ( agni ), water ( udaka ) or 
the prodigal son ( apriyaddydda ); even [treasures] buried in the earth are lost. 

ITT. Abstention from illicit love. 

1. Definition of illicit love. 222 


220 Nandikasutra in Feer, Extraits, p. 245; T 81, p. 899bl 6-18. 

221 I.e., his entire fortune, see above, p. 679F, n. 1. 

i2i See the canonical definition of illicit love in Majjhima, I, p. 286; III, p. 46, 54; Anguttara, V, p. 264; Tsa a han T 
99, no. 1029, k. 37, p. 271b: Kamesu micchacari kho pana hoti, yd ta mdturakkhitd piturakkhita mdtdpiturakkhita 
bhdturakkhitd bhaginirakkhita ndtirakkhita dhammarakkhitd sassdmikd saparidandd, antamaso 
mdldgunaparikkhittdpi. tatharupasu carittam dpajjita hoti : “In love, there are illicit practices: intercourse with girls 
who are under the guardianship of a mother, a father, a mother and father, a brother, a sister or relatives, with girls 
who are under the protection of the law, already promised to a husband and protected by the ring, or even with 
maidens garlanded with flowers [of the betrothed].” 

Later sources such as the Dasakusalakarmapatha, JA Oct.-Dec., a929, p. 269; Kosa, IV, p. 157-158; the 
Siksasamuccaya, p. 76; Mahavyutpatti, ch. 280; and in part, Samangala, I, p. 72 and AtthasalinI, p. 98 (tr. Tin, 
Expositor, I, p. 130) consider as illicit: 
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“Illicit practice of sexual activity” ( kamamaithyacara ): 

1) If a woman ( stri ) is under the protection of a father ( pitrraksita), a mother ( matr-), a brother (bhrdtr-), a 
sister (bhagini-), a husband (pati-) or a son ( putraraksitd ), or under the protection of the people’s laws 
(lokadharma ) or the king’s laws ( rdjadhanna ) and one has intercourse with her, that is illicit sexual 
activity. 

Even if a woman has no protector, the law holds her under protection. Who are the women protected by 
law? All women who have gone forth from the world ( pravrajitastri) and those who, still staying at home 
(grhastha) have taken the “morality of a day and night” (rdtridivasasila) 223 are protected by law. 

[It does not matter whether one has intercourse with them] by force {bald), by means of a gift of money 
(i dhana ) or by deception {vancana). 

2) If one has intercourse with one’s own wife (, kalatra ) when she has taken a vow ( samdddnasfla ), is 
pregnant ( garbhim ) or is nursing a child (pdyayanti ) - or in a forbidden way (, amarga ) - that is the illicit 
practice of sexual activity. 

Intercourse with these women, including courtesans {ganikd, vesyd) crowned with a flower garland 
(mdldgunapariksipta) 22 * as a sign of being betrothed, is called the practice of illicit sexual activity. Not to 
do any of that is kamamithyacaravirati. 


a. Intercourse with a forbidden woman ( agamya ), - Kosa: Another’s wife, mother, daughter, paternal or 
maternal relative; - Dasakus.: Sarva parastn, dharmadhvaja, gotraraksitd, grhitapanyd vesyd, kritisambhadhinr. 
“Another’s wife,she who has the banner of the law, who is protected by her clan, the courtesan whose hand has been 
promised, she who has been bought;” - Mahavyut., no. 9456-9463, continues the canonical list from pitrraksita up 
to mdldgunapariksipta ; - Sumangala and Atthasalini (l.c.) consider as illicit ten classes of unmarried women and ten 
classes of married women. 

Intercourse wuith animals is included as illicit also along with intercourse with prohibited women; cf. 
Dasakus., Siksasamuccaya, p. 76. 

b. Intercourse with one’s own wife in a prohibited way ( amarga, ananga), i.e., anything that is not the 
yoni. - Dasakui.: mukha, varcomdrga, darakaddrikajaghanarandhra, hasta; - Mahavyut., no, 9226-9227: pravistah 
sparsasvikrtau, prasravakarane, prastdvakaranasya mukhe, varcomdrge vd. 

c. Intercourse in an inappropriate place ( adesa ): - Dasakus,: bodhisattvdlaya- 
dcdryopddhydyadaksimyamdtrpitrgurusamnidhih: “In the dwelling of a bodhisattva, of a mother, father or a guru”: - 
Kosa (l.c.)'. In an open place, a temple ( caitya ) an hermitage ( aranya ). 

d. Intercourse at an inappropriate time ( akdla): - Kosa: When the woman is pregnant, when she is nursing 
her baby, when she has taken the vow of an upavasa 

223 This is the vow of one day and one night, or upvasa, taken for tewnty-four hours, six days per month; see below, 
p. 826F. 

“ 4 Malagunapariksipta is an accepted expression: cf. Majjhima, I, p. 286; III, p. 46, 54; Aiiguttara, V, p. 264; 
Mahavyutpatti, no. 9463: Tsa a han, T 99, k. 37, p. 271b24-25; Vibhasha, T 1545, k. 113, p. 585b4. - According to 
the explanation of Buddhaghosa in Papanca, II, p. 113, p. 585b4, it is a woman on whom someone has thrown a 
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Question. - If a woman is under the protection of a man ( purusaksita) and the man is angry, if she is under 
the protection of the law (dharmaraksita) and the law is violated, [all intercourse with her] merits the name 
of illicit sexual activity ( kdmamithydcdra ); but if it is her own husband ( bhdiyd, kalatra), what intercourse 
is illicit? 

Answer. - 1) If she has been permitted to take the vow [of chastity] for one day, she falls under [the 
protection] of the law ( dharma ): even though being married previously, today she is not free (svatantra). 
But beyond the time of the vow, she is no longer protected by the law ( dharmaraksita). 

2) The pregnant wife ( garbhim bhdiyd) has a heavy body and feels loathing for previous delights. 
Moreover, [conjugal intercourse] might injure the fetus. 

3) When she is nursing a baby and one has intercourse with her, the mother’s milk (stanya) dries up. 
Moreover, if her mind is attached to sexual pleasures, the woman will not look after her child. 225 

4) By a forbidden manner ( amdrgasthdna ) means anything that is not by way of the female organ (yoni ). 226 
The mind of the woman loathes [such practices] and to force her to such improprieties merits the name of 
illicit sexual practice. Avoiding all of that is called renunciation of illicit sexual practices 

( kdmamithydcdravirati). 

Question. - But if the husband (pad) does not see, does not know, or does not deplore [the unfaithfulness of 
his wife], of what is the lover guilty? 

Answer. - 1) It is as a result of a basic mischief ( mitydtva ) that illicit sexual activity ( kdmamithydcdra ) is 
spoken of; this mischief is not gotten rid of [by the ignorance or the silence of the husband]; therefore there 
is a fault. 

2) Moreover, it involves all kinds of guilt: the pleasure of the married couple is to be two bodies in one and 
the same flesh; to remove that which the other loves and destroy this deep feeling (maulacitta) is a crime, 

2 . Punishments for prohibited sexual activity. 

[This sin] involves serious punishments: bad reputation, bad name, people’s hatred, few pleasures and 
many fears; one is afraid of being chastised and insulted. Since one is afraid of being discovered by the 
husband or the companions, one multiplies the lies ( mrsavada ). Blamed by the aryas, [prohibited sexual 
activity] is the sin of sins. 


simple garland in the idea that she will become his wife ( esd mebhciriya bhcivaissati ti sannaya tassa upari kenaci 
mdldgunam khipantena mdldgunamattendpi parikkhaittd hoti). 

225 Cf. Kosavyakhya, p. 406: garbhimgamane garbhoparodhah. pdyayantistanyopobhogdvasthdputrikd stn; 
abrahmacaryakarane hi tasyah stanyam ksiyate, balakasya vd pustaye tat stanyam ca bhavati: “In intercourse with a 
pregnant woman, there is danger for the fetus. The woman who is nursing ( payayantT or apyayanti) is one who has a 
son taking his mother’s milk; if she gives herself up to pleasure, her milk will dry up or is not such as can nourish 
the child.” 

226 See above, p. 799F, n. 1. 
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The libertine should say to himself: “My wife and the wife of another are equally women; there is no 
difference in body and in passions between the one and the other. Under these conditions, why should I 
have violent and anxious thoughts? The man who follows bad thoughts and profligacy destroys the 
happiness of the present existence (: ihajanman ) and future existences (, aparajanman ).” - [Note: Good name, 
good reputation, physical and mental well-being are obtained in the present lifetime; rebirth among the 
gods, acquisition of the Path and nirvana are obtained in future lifetimes.] - Moreover, putting oneself in 
another’s place, the libertine controls his mind; he says to himself: “If that man took my wife, I would be 
angry; if I take his wife, why would he be any different from me? I shall master myself as I would like 
others to master themselves in what concerns me; this is why I will not commit [adultery].” 

Moreover, as the Buddha said, the libertine will fall into Kien chon ti yu (Asipattraniraya) 227 where massive 
sufferings are prepared to welcome him. If he is reborn among men, the hall-ways of his home are 
disordered; dissolute women and people of damaged reputation are always encountered there. Illicit sexual 
relations are a calamity (upadrava) like a poisonous snake (dsfvisa) or a great fire ( mahagni ); if it is not 
quickly avoided, misfortune and suffering will ensue.. 

According to the Buddha, there are ten punishments for illicit sexual relations: 228 

1) The deceived husband seeks revenge. 

2) The libertine has a badly kept wife who always quarrels ( vivdda ) with him. 


227 Cf. Suttanipata, v. 673: 

Asipattavanam panel tinham 
tam pavisanti samacchidagatta; 
jivharn bahsena gahetva 
drajayatajayd vihananti. 

“Next they go into the cutting forest the leaves of which are swords and their limbs are cut off. [The 
guardians] seize their tongue with a hook and rain blows upon it.” 

In their dictionary, Rhys Davids-Stede present Asipatta as “a late feature in the descriptions of ‘Purgatory’ 
in Indian speculative theology.” Actually this hell is an integral part of the early Indian cosmography, whether 
Brahmanical , Buddhist or Jain (cf. Kirfel, Kosmographie, p. 148, 151, 152, 156-158, 162, 165, 167-172 for 
Brahmanism; p. 200, 204, for Buddhism; p. 326 for Jainism). As far as Buddhism is concerned, Asipattavana is 
mentioned in sources as early as the Suttanipata, v. 673, and the Devadutasutta (Majjhima, III, p. 185; Tchong ha 
han , T 26, no. 64, k. 12, p. 505bl0; Teng yi a han, T 125, k. 24, p. 676a9). According to the latter sutra, the great 
hell (mahdniraya) has four gates that each open onto four secondary hells: Guthaniraya, Kukkulaniraya, 
Sumbalivana and Asipattavana. The latter is defined: Tassa vateritani pattdni hattham pi chindadanti padam pi 
chindanti hatthapadam pi chindanti kannam pi chindanti nasam pi chindanti kannanasam. So tattha dukkha tippd 
katuka vedana vedati na ca tava kalam yava na tam pdpam kammam byantihoti: “The leaves of this forest, agitated 
by the wind, cut the hands, feet, ears, nose and nostrils. The tortured criminal experiences painful feelings, sharp and 
bitter, but he does not die before having expiated his sin.” - In later cosmography, the Asipattavan is part of the 
sixteen utsada situated, four by four, at the cardinal directions of the eight hells: cf. Kosa, III, p. 150-151; Przyluski, 
Ashoka,p. 132-136; below, k.16, p. 176c-177a. 

228 Nandikasutta, in Feer, Extraits, p. 245-246; T 81, p. 899bl9-23. 
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3) The bad dharmas ( akusaladharma ) increase from day to day and the good dharmas ( kusaladharma ) 
diminish from day to day. 

4) He is unable to defend his life; his wife (bharyd) and children ( putra ) are left alone. 

5) His wealth ( dhana ) is spent in one day. 

6) His business goes badly; he is always suspected by people. 

7) He is not loved by his relatives {jndti ), his neighbors ( parivara ) and his friends ( mitra ). 

8) He plants the karmic causes and conditions ( karmahetupratyaya ) that produce disrupted homes. 

9) At the destruction of the body ( kdyasya bheda) at the end of his life (jivitaparyavasdna ), he dies and 
falls into hell (niraya). 

10) If he is reborn as a woman, many men share her; if he is reborn as a man, his wife will be unchaste. 

These are the various reasons for not committing [this sin]. And this is what is meant by renunciation of 
illicit sexual practices ( kdmamithydcdravirati ). 

IV. Abstention from falsehood. 

1. Definition of falsehood. 229 


229 See the canonical definition of a liar in Majjhima, I, p. 226; III, p. 47, 55; Anguttara, V, p. 264; Tsa a han, T 99, 
no. 1039, k. 37, p. 271b: Musavadi hoti: sabhagato vd pcirisagato vd hatimojjhagato vd pugamajjhagato vd 
rdjakulamajjhato vd abhinito sakkhiputtho: evam bho purisa yam janasi tarn vadchiti, so ajanam vd aha: janamiti, 
jdndun vd aha: na janamiti. apassam vd aha: passamati, passam vd aha: na passdmiti, iti attahetu vaparahetu vd 
dmisakihcikkhahetu vd sampajanamusd bhdsitci hoti: “He is a liar: summoned to appear before an assembly, a 
gathering, a family circle, a guild or a tribunal, and interrogated as a witness to tell what he knows, he says that he 
knows when he does not know, he says that he does not know when he knows ;he says that he has seen when he has 
not seen, he says that he has seen when he has not seen; thus he consciously tells lies sometimes for himself, 
sometines for others, for some material advantage.” 

Later scholasticism determines the conditions necessary for there to be falsehood: Dasakus., JA, Oct-Dec. 
1929, p. 269: Tatra katham mrsavadi ndma: vastu ca bhavati, vastupattitam ca bhavati. vithasamjm ca bhavati. 
vitathacittam cha bhavati. mrisdvadam ca bhasate: ebhih pancabhir angaih samanvagato murisavadi bhavati: 
"How is one a liar? There is something true, there is something false, he knows that it is false, he has the intention to 
deceive and he speaks a lie: the person who fulfills these five conditions is a liar.” - Buddhaghosa in Sumaiigala, I, 
p. 72; AtthasalinI, p. 99 (tr. Tin. Expositor. I, p. 131): Tassa cattdro sabhara honti: Atatham vatthu 
visamvadanacittam,, tajjo vaydmo. parassa tadatthavijananan ti. Eko payogoahatthiko. So kayena vd kayapati 
addhena vd vdcayo vd paravisamvadakakiriyaya karane datthabbo: “Falsehood has four constitutive factors: a false 
thing, the intention to deceive, a corresponding effort and communication to another. There is only one way to lie: 
personal action. This should be understood as the fact of deceiving another either by body or something in 
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“Falsehood” ( mrsdvdda ). - With an evil intention (asubhacitta), wishing to deceive another, concealing the 
truth ( satya ), offering words different [from the truth]: this is called falsehood (mrsdvdda). The sin of lying 
arises in dependence on the intelligibility ( samavabodha ) of the words pronounced, for if these are not 
understood, there could be an incorrect comment ( vitathavdkhya ), but it would not be a lie. 230 “When one 
knows, to say that one does not know; when one does not know, to say that one knows; when one sees, to 
say that one does not see; when one does not see, to say that one sees; when one understands, to say that 
one does not understand; when one does not understand, to say that one understands: this is what is called 
falsehood.” 231 

Not to act in this way is to abstain from falsehood ( mrsdvddavirati ). 


2 . Punishments for falsehood. 

Question. - What are the punishments for falsehood? 

Answer. - The liar first deceives himself, then he deceives others. Fie takes the true to be false and the false 
to be true. Deception relating to true and false (, anrtasatyaviparydsa ) prevents the gathering of good 
dharmas ( kusaladharma ); it is like a closed vase ( praticchannaghata ) where water cannot penetrate. The 
mind of the liar is without shame ( apatrdpya ) or modesty ( hri); he closes the door to the divine destinies 
(devagati ) and to nirvana. When one thinks about these punishments, one does not lie anymore. 

Consider also true speech ( satyavdk ) and how great are its advantages (, anusamsa ): these advantages arise 
by themselves and are easy to obtain: they are the power of all monastics ( pravrajita ); virtuous lay people 
( gunin grhastha ) also share them with the monastics. 

Moreover, the truthful person has a straightforward mind and, by this straightforwardness, he easily 
succeeds in escaping from sorrow. It is like a thick forest: if the direction followed is correct, one comes 
out of it easily. 

Question. - If falsehood brings such punishments, why do people lie? 

Answer. - There are fools ( mudha ), people of little knowledge who, upon [157b] meeting with some 
difficulty, an enemy, or an obstacle, try to escape from it by lying. They ignore that their difficulties will 
increase and that they will be punished in this very life (ihajanman ); they ignore that the future life 


connection with the body, or by speech.” - See also Kosa, IV, p. 158 seq.; Hardy, Manual, p. 468; Bigandet, 
Gaudama, p. 418. 

i3 ° Cf. Kosa, IV, p. 156-159: In order that there be a lie, the interlocutor must understand the meaning of the words 
pronounced; if he does not understand them, it is frivolous speech ( sambhinnapraldpa) but not a lie. 

231 Free quotation from a sutra on the sixteen “vocal conducts” ( vyavahara ): - eight bad ( anarya ) ones: not having 
seen heard, known, felt, to say that one has seen heard, known, felt; - eight good (arya) ones, the opposite of the 
preceding. Cf. DIgha, III, p. 232; Majjhima, III, p. 29; Anguttara, II, p. 246, IV, p. 307; Tch’ang a han, T 1, k. 8, p. 
50b; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 49, p. 732b-c: Vibhasha, T 1545, k. 171, p. 861c; Kosa, IV, p. 159-160: cattdto 
anariyavohard: aditthe ditthavadita, assute sutavadita, amute mutavadita. avinnate vinnatavadita. Apare pi cattaro 
anartiyavohara: ditthe aditthavadita ... 
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(aparajanma ) also has great punishment in store for them. - Furthermore, there are people who, even 
knowing the punishments reserved for lying, nevertheless lie under the sway of desire ( rdga ) hatred ( dvesa ) 
or delusion ( moha ). - Finally, there are people who, although feeling no desire or hatred, bear false witness 
of the faults of others and even think they are right: these after death will fall into hell ( niraya ). 


[ Kokalika’s mendacious accusations] 232 


This is how Kiu k’ie li (Kokalika), the disciple of T’ip’ot to (Devadatta), looked for the faults (admava) of 
Cho lifou (Sariputra) and Mou k’ien lien (Maudgalyayana). 

1. [.Kokalika proclaims the misconduct of the two disciples everywhere]. 233 - One day, when the summer 
retreat ( varsa ) was over, these two men were traveling through the land 2 ' 4 and were caught in a great 
rainstorm. Flaving come to the house of a potter ( kumbhakara ), 35 they spent the night there. In this house, 


232 For this KokaEika (in Pali, Kokaliya) see above, Traite, I, p. 62F. - According to Buddhaghosa (Suttanipata 
Comm., II, p. 473: Sarattha, I, p. 216), this is Kokaliya-the-lesser, son of Kokali-setthi and a resident of the 
monastery of Kokali; he is different from Kokaliya-the-great, a brahmin by origin and a disciple of Devadatta. The 
Chinese sources do not recognize this distinction, since they know only one Kokalika whom they make out to be the 
disciple of Devadatta. 

In the following story, faithful to a process of compilation dear to itself (cf. Traite, I, p. 457F, n. 3), the 
Mpps has brought together several sutras and avadanas about Kokalika, so as to present a complete story. I 
[Lamotte] have distinguished three parts to this story and have given distinct references for each of them. 

233 This first part, except for a few details, is found almost word for word in Tsa pao tsang king, T 203, no. 28, k. 3, 
p. 461a-b (summarized in Chavannes, Conte s, III, p. 25); Tch’ou yao king, T 212, k. 10, p. 664b-665b; Pi nai ye, T 
1464, k. 4, p. 868b-c. 

On the other hand, it does not seem to be known to the Pali sources (Jataka, IV, p. 242 seq.; 
Dhammapadattha, IV, p. 91 seq.) which explains the origin of the conflict between Kokalika and the two holy 
disciples differently: Sariputra and Maudgalyayana, in search of rest, had come to spend the rainy season with 
Kokalika who had promised not to reveal their presence to anyone. After the rains, when the elders were about to 
return, Kokalika at once informed the inhabitants and reproached them for their lack of hospitality. The citizens 
loaded the saints down with all kinds of gifts but the latter were not accepted, and Kokalika, who was hoping to 
receive some gift, was disappointed. The elders promised the inhabitants to visit them again, and when they 
departed, were accompanied by a great following of monks to whom the inhabitants paid great respect. The gifts 
were distributed among the monks and Kokalika did not get anything. He became insolent and the two great 
disciples left the place. The angry populace asked Kokalika to bring them back immediately or to go away himself. 
But the elders refused to come back and Kokalika, very annoyed, went to SravastI to the Buddha where, 
notwithstanding the Buddha’s remonstrances, he began to speak ill of the two disciples (cf. Malalasekera, I, p. 674) 
2 “’ 4 Rajagrha and its environs (T 212 and T 1464). 

235 An isolated and inhabited house: the potter’s kiln (T 203), a stone hut (T 1464) or a temple (chen sseu, or chen 
miao = caitya) in T 212. 


633 



there already was a woman 236 who spent the nights there secretly, but the two disciples did not see her. 
During the night, this woman had a dream ( svapna ) and had an emission. 2 ’ 7 The next morning, she went to 
the water to bathe. Kokalika, who was there by chance, saw her. Kokalika knew how to distinguish traces 
of sexual emotions but without knowing exactly whether they had taken place in dream or not. Immediately 
he affirmed to his disciples that this woman had had sexual relations with a man the preceding night. He 
asked the woman: “Where did you sleep?” She replied: “I stay temporarily at the house of the potter.” He 
asked with whom, and she answered: “With two bhiksus.” At that moment, the two disciples came out of 
the hut. Kokalika saw them, looked them over and declared that these two men were definitely impure. 
First, he felt jealous ( frsya ); then he went everywhere, in the cities and the villages, proclaiming what he 
had seen. He went up to the Ganges divulging this slander. 

2. [ Intervention of the god Brahma] 23 * - In the meantime, Fan T’ien wang (Brahma devaraja) came to see 
the Buddha. But the Buddha had gone into his silent cell to practice meditation in solitude; 239 all the 
bhiksus also had closed the doors to their cells and were practicing meditation; there was no way to rouse 
them. Brahma then thought: “I have come to see the Buddha but he is in meditative stabilization ( samddhi ); 
I shall go away.” Thinking again, he said to himself: “The Buddha will come out of concetration soon; I 
will wait for him here.” He went to the cell of Kokalika, knocked on the door and said: “Kokalika! Hey, 
Kokalika! Sariputra and Maudgalyayana have pure, sweet and gentle minds ( visuddhamrdutarunacitta ). Do 
not say anything bad against them for, during the Long Night ( dirghardtra ) you will suffer.” - Kokalita 
asked him: “Who are you?” - He answered: “I am Brahma devaraja.” - Kokalita said: “The Buddha said 
that you had attained the state of non-returner ( andgdmin ). Why then have you returned here?” - King 
Brahma thought and spoke the following stanza: 


To want to measure the immeasurable Dharma, 

When one is unable to grasp its nature ( nimittagrahana)\ 

The person who wants to measure the immeasurbale Dharma 


236 A cowherd ( gopdli ) according to T 203, 212 and 1464. 

237 T 212, p. 664b6, [in Latin] “emisit semen super terrain”, mirum sane in femine, sed omnino consentaneum 
antiquis traditionibus buddhicorum. Etenim prohibitio emissionis seminalis (lingua sanscrita, suravirst i; lingua 
sinica, che tsing: 37 and 2; 119 and 8) a primo samghavasesadharma, quae continetur in regula religiosorum 
(hhiksuprdtomoksa), reassumitur a regula religiorum ( bhiksumprdtirnoksa ) in CLXXV patayantikadhanna juxta 
recensionem Sarvastivadinorum: cf. Che song liu, T 1435, k. 47, p. 344b27-28: Ydpuncir bhiksum samcintya sukram 
visarjayet svapndntardt pdtayantikd: “Si qua religiosa voluntarie semen emiseit, aliter ac in somno, erit 
patayantika.” 

238 The elements of the second portion are found in three small sutras of Samyutta, I, p. 148-149 ( Kokalika, Tissako 
and Tudubrahma), the extreme disorder of which reveals the activity of awkward diascevasts. In the Chinese 
Samyukta, these three small sutras are joined into one single story in which the lucidus ordo leaves nothing to be 
desired: cf. Tsa a han, T 99, no. 1193, k. 44, p. 323b-c; Pie tsa a han, T 100, no. 106, k. 5, p. 41 lb-c. 

239 Cf. Samyutta, I, p. 148: tena khopana samayena Bhagava divaviharagato hotipatisallmo. 
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Is only a stupid layman. 


Having spoken this stanza, Brahma went to the Buddha and told him what had happened. The Buddha said: 
“Good! Very good! You have spoken well.'’ And the Buddha repeated the stanza: 240 

To want to measure the immeasurable Dharma 
When one is unable to grasp its nature! 

The person who wants to measure the immeasurable Dharma 
Is only a stupid layman. 


Brahma devaraja, after hearing the words of the Buddha, disappeared suddenly and returned to the heavens. 

3. [The obstinacy of Kokdlika, his death and fall into helf\. 241 . Then Kokalika went to the Buddha and, 
having bowed his head to the Buddha’s feet, he stood to one side ( bhagavatah pddau sirasd vanditvaikdnte 
‘sthdt ). The Buddha said to Kokalika: “Sariputra and Maudgalyayana have pure sweet and gentle minds 
(visuddhamrdutarunacitta). Say nothing bad about them for, during the Long Night (, dirgharatra ) you will 
suffer.” - Kokalika said to the Buddha: “I dare not disbelieve the Buddha’s word ( buddhavacana ); 
however, I know what I saw with my own eyes; I know perfectly well that these two men actually 
committed the sin.” Three times the Buddha reprimanded Kokalika in this way, and three times Kokalika 
did not believe him. Rising up from his seat ( utthdydsandt ), he went away. 

When he went back to his cell, pustules (pidakd) appeared on his body: the size of a grain of mustard seed 
(.sarsapa ) at first, they grew bigger and bigger to the size of a bean ( mudga ), a jujube (kola), a mango 
(dmalaka). When they were as large as a bilva fruit, they exploded all together (prabhid -) like a blazing 
mass. With tears and cries, Kokalika died that very night and went to the Lien houa ti yu (Padmaniraya) 
hell. 

During the night, a Brahmadeva went to the Buddha to say: “Kokalika has died.” Another Brahmadeva 
said: “He has fallen into the great Padmaniraya.” 


240 Cf. Samyutta, I, p. 148, 149: 

Appameyyam paminanto 
ko dha vikappaye. 
appameyyam pamayinam 
nibutam manhe akissavan ti. 

241 This third part reproduces textually the Kokalikasutta of the Samyutta, I, p. 149-153 (tr. Rh, D., Kindred Sayings, 
I, p. 188-191; Geiger, I, p. 234-239); Anguttara, V, p. 170-174 (tr. Woodward, Gradual Sayings, V, p. 113-116); 
Suttanipata, III, 10 (tr. Chalmers, p. 156-163; Hare, Woven Cadences, p. 97-102); Pali Jataka, IV, p. 242 seq.; Tsa a 
han, T 99, no. 1278, k. 48, p. 351b-352a; T 100, no. 276, k. 14, p. 470a-b; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 12, p. 603b-c. 
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When the night had passed, the Buddha asked the community ( samglia ) to assemble and said: “Do you 
want to know how long is the life (dyuhpramdna ) in the hell ( niraya ) where Kokalika has fallen?” - The 
bhiksus answered: ”We would joyfully learn it.” The Buddha answered: “If there were sixty measures 
(drona) of sesame seeds and a man came every hundred years and removed one sesame seed (tila), these 
measures would be exhausted before the stay in the A feou t’o (Arbuda) hell would be ended. - Twenty 
stays in the Arbuda equal one stay in the Ni lo feou t’o (Nirarbuda) hell. - Twenty stays in the Nirarbuda 
hell equals one stay in the A lo lo (Atata) hell. - Twenty stays in the Atata hell equals one stay in the A p’o 
p ’o (Hahava) hell. - Twenty stays in the Hahava hell equals one stay in the Hieou hieou (Huhuva) hell. - 
Twenty stays in the Huhuva hell equals one stay in the Ngeou po lo (Utpala) hell. - Twenty stays in the 
Utpala hell equal one stay in the Fen t’o li kia (Pundarrka) hell. - Twenty stays in the Pundarlka hell equals 
one stay in the Mo ho po t’eou mo (Mahapadma) hell. Kokalika has fallen into the Mahapadma hell. 242 

His great tongue ( mahdjihvd) has been stretched out and nailed [to the ground] with a hundred spikes; five 
hundred plows are plowing it. 24j Then the Buddha spoke these stanzas: 


[158a] At man’s birth 

An axe is put into his mouth 
With which he cuts himself 
When he speaks wrong words. 244 


24i These are the cold hells ( sftaniraya ). The Pali sources (Samyutta, I, p. 152; Anguttara, V, p. 173; Suttanipata, III, 
10) list ten whereas the Mpps and the other Chinese sources (T 99, p. 351c; T 100, p. 470b) list only eight. Thus they 
reveal their affinity with the Sanskrit Sarvastivadin school which knows only eight cold hells: cf. Divya, p. 67; 
Avadanasatka, I, p. 4, 1. 9; Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 172, p. 266a; Kosa, III, p. 154; Dharmasamgraha, ch. 122; 
Mahavyutpatti, no. 4929-4936. - On the other hand, the cosmography o the Chinese DIrghagama (T 1, k. 19, p. 125c; 
T 23, k. 2, p. 286c; T 24, k. 4, p. 329a) knows ten cold hells, like the Pali sources; this is easily explained because 
the DIrghagama belongs to the Dhannagupta school (cf. Watanabe in Hoemle, Remains, p. 18; Bagchi, Le canon 
bouddhique, I, p. 202-203; Przyluski, Concile, p. 354, seq.; F. Weller, Die Ueberlieferung des alteren 
buddhistischen Schrifttums , Asia Major, 1928, p. 180). According to corroborating accounts, (DIpavarnsa, V, v. 45, 
47; Mahavamsa, V, v. 6, 8; Kathav. Comm., p. 3; Vasumitra, p. 16; Paramartha, in P. Demieville, L’origine des 
sectes, MCB, I, 1931, p. 23, 59-62; Bhavya in Walleser, Sekten, p. 81, Yi tsing, tr. Takakusu, p. 20), the 
Dhannaguptas descend in direct line, by the intermediary of the Mahlsasaka, from the early Buddhism of the 
Sthaviras whose Pali scriptures are supposed to represent the authentic traditions. The similarities between the Pali 
scriptures and those of the Dharmagupta are thus naturally explained; this has already been noted for the Vinaya (cf. 
E. Waldschmidt, Bnichstiicke des Bhiksum-Pratimoksa des Sarvastivadins, LLL1926, p. 187; Przysluski, Concile, p. 
314-315. 

243 q- j 125, k. 12, p. 603b25: “A hundred oxen were plowing his tongue”; and Suttanipata, v. 673b-c: jihvam 
balisena ahetva, arajayarajaya vihananti. 

244 Samyutta,I, p. 149, 152; Anguttara, V, p. 171, 174; Suttanipata, v. 657; Nettipakarana, p. 132: 

Purisassa hijatassa 
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When he praises that which deserves blame 
When he blames that which deserves praise, 
He accumulates sins by way of his mouth 
And will never see happiness. 245 


If he is reborn in the Arbuda, 

For thirty-six 

And five more existences 

He will undergo the poison of sufferings. 246 


With his mind fixed in wrong views 
He struggles against the words of the saints. 
Like a bamboo breaking up its own shape 
As soon as it produces its fruit. 247 


kuthdrijmayate mukhe, 
yaya chindati attanam 
bdlo dubbhasitam bhanam. 

245 Samyutta,I, p. 149, 152; Anguttara, II, p. 3; V, p. 171, 174; Suttanipata, v. 658; Nettip., p. 139. 

Yo nindiyam pasamsati, 
tarn va nindatiyo pasamsiyo, 
vicinati mukhena so kalim, 
kalina tena sukham na vindati. 

246 Samyutta, I, p. 149, 152; Anguttara, II, p. 3; V, p. 171, 174; Suttanipata, v. 660; Nettip. P. 132. 

Satam sahassanam Nirabbuddnarn, 
chattimsa ca panca ca Abbudani, 
yam ariya nirayam upeti 
vacant man an ca panidhaya pdpcikam. 

247 The story of Kokalika has a sequel, told by the Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 12, p. 603bl9 seq. in these words: Then 
Maudgalyayana said to the Bhagavat: “I would like to go to this hell to convert this man.” The Bhagavat answered: 
‘‘Maudgalyayana, one should not go there.” Again Maudgalyayana said to the Bhagavat: ‘‘I would like to go to this 
hell to convert this man.” Then the Bhagavat remained silent and did not oppose him. At once the venerable 
Maudgalyayana, as quickly as a strong man bends his ann ( seyyathapi ndma balcivd puriso bdham pasmareyya ), left 
SravastI and came to the great Padmaniraya. At that time, the biksu Kokalika was being burned and a hundred oxen 
were plowing his tongue. Seated in the air with crossed legs ( paryanka dbhujya), Maudgalyayana snapped his 
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If by consciously ( samcintya ) nourishing defamatory suspicions in this way, one ends up by persuading 
oneself ( niscaya ), it is just the same as a lie. And the liar ends up by not trusting the words of the Buddha 
( buddhavacana); he will suffer the punishments we have spoken of. This is why one should not lie. 


[Exhortations to Rahula ]. 248 


fingers to speak to the bhiksu who looked at him and said: “Who are you?” Maudgalyayana answered: “Kokalika, I 
am a disciple of the buddha Sakyamuni; I am called Maudgalyayana, of the Kolita family.” Immediately, the bhiksu, 
looking at Maudgalyayana, spat this insult at him: “Now that I have fallen into this bad destiny, at least could I not 
avoid your presence?” Hardly had he said these words when a thousand oxen were working on his tongue. Seeing 
this, Maudgalyayana became even more sorrowful and felt remorse. He disappeared and returned to SravastI to the 
Bhagavat; having bowed his head down to he Buddha’s feet, he stood to one side. Then Maudgalyayana told this 
story to the Bhagavat who said to him: “I told you that you should not go to see that wicked man.” 
i4S In the Calcutta-Bairat rock-edict (Hultsch, Inscr. of As oka, p. 172-174), Asoka ventures to “show what, in the 
scriptures, will contribute to the long life of the Dharma.” He recommends seven holy texts, of which (no. 7): “the 
Sermon to Rahula on falsehood pronounced by the Blessed Buddha”. 

The present passage of the Mpps answers to this definition perfectly, better than the Ambalatthikd- 
Rahulavadasutta (Majjhima, no. 61) with which the “sermon on falsehood” has been identified as early as 1879 by 
H. Oldenberg in his edition of the Vinaya Pitaka, p. XL, n. 1: The Buddha went to Ambalatthika to his son and 
washed his feet in front of the latter. Then the Blessed One spilled a thin stream of water into his basin ( parittam 
udakdvasesam udakheidhane thapetva), saying to Rahula; “Do you see this thin stream of water? As thin as this is 
the faith of those who are not ashamed of a deliberate lie ( evatn parittam tesam sdmahham yesam na ‘tthi 
sampajanamusavada lajja). - Then he emptied out a thin stream of water ( tarn parittam udakdvasesam chaddetva) 
and said “Do you see this thin stream of water being emptied? As discarded as this is the faith of those who are not 
ashamed of a deliberate lie.” - Then he turned the basin upside down ( udakadhanam nikujjitvd) and said: “Do you 
see this upside-down basin? So inverted is the faith of those who are unashamed of a deliberate lie.” Finally he 
placed the basin upright (udakadhanam ukkujjitva) and said: "Do you see this empty ( rittam tuccham) basin? As 
empty like this is the faith of those who are unashamed of a deliberate lie.” 

After this short introduction on falsehood, by means of the comparisons of the elephant in battle and the 
mirror, the Buddha taught his son to look at his thoughts, his words and his actions, to exert himself day and night in 
the good dharmas and to purify all his actions. 

The Chinese correspondent of the Ambalatthikd-Rdhulovada is in Tchong a han, T 26, no. 14, k. 3, p. 
436a-437b, which S. Levi has translated in Notes sur diverses inscriptions de Piyadasi , JA, May-June, 1896, p. 475- 
485. The two recensions are essentially identical. R. Senart, Les inscriptions de Piyadasi, II, 1886, p. 206, 
comments: The sutra does not take falsehood solely as its subject but rather as a point of departure; one could say 
that the exhortations on lying which fonn the entrance into the subject, are submerged in the bulk of the sutra. 

But comparison between Majjhima, no. 61 and Tchong a han, no. 14, does not exhaust the problem: the 
“Exhortations to Rahula” with which we are concerned also occurs in two Chinese texts that have not yet been 
examined. These are two versions of the Dharmapada, the Tch’ou yao king, T 212, k. 11, p. 668a and the Fa kiu p’i 
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When Lo heou lo (Rahula) was a child, he was careless about his speech. [When the Buddha was present] 
and someone came to ask Rahula: “Is the Buddha here?”, Rahula answered mischievously: ”He is not 
here.” When the Buddha was absent and someone asked Rahula: “Is the Bhagavat here?”, he answered 
mischievously: “The Buddha is here.” Some people reported this to the Buddha, who said to Rahula: “Go 
and get some water in a basin (uddkadhdnd) and wash my feet.” - When Rahula had washed his feet, the 
Buddha said to him: “Put a cork in the basin ( chanda tam udakddhdnam ).” Rahula obeyed this order and 
put a cork in the basin. The Buddha said: “Pour out the water.” When Rahula had emptied the water, he 
asked him: “Has the water come out?” Rahula answered: ”It has not come out.”- Then the Buddha said to 
Rahula: “In those who have no shame ( lajjd ) falsehood ( mrishdvdda ) empties the mind and the elements of 
the Path ( mdrgadharma ) cannot penetrate it.” It is the same here. 

As the Buddha said, falsehood has ten punishments. 249 What are these ten? 

1) The mouth has a foul odor, 

2) The good deities avoid the liar; the Amanusyas use him as their messenger. 

3) Even when he tells the truth ( satyavac ), people do not believe him. 

4) He never takes part in the councils of the wise. 

5) He always meets with criticism ( abhydkhydna ) and his bad reputation spreads everywhere. 


king, T 211, k. 3, p. 599c-600a. There also the Buddha uses his basin to instruct his son but, whereas T 212 has 
roughly the same scope as the Rahulavcida of the Majjhima, the T 211 contains no fonnal condemnation of lying: 

“When Rahula had washed his feet, the Buddha said to him: Do you see the water in which you washed 
my feet in this basin? - Rahula answered that he saw it. - The Buddha continued: Could this water be used again to 
drink or to wash? - Rahula answered: This water cannot be used again. Why? Although this water was initially pure, 
it has been soiled by washing the feet; this is why it cannot be used again. - The Buddha said to Rahula: It is the 
same for you. Although you are my son and grandson of the king [Suddhodana], although you have renounced 
worldly pleasures to become a monk, you have not applied yourself zealously to guard your body and your speech; 
the defilements of the three poisons ( trivisa) fill you up and enmesh you; like this water, you cannot be used for 
anything.” 

The fundamental subject of the Ambalatthika-Rahulavada is the reflection which the monks should bring 
to all his actions, physical, vocal or mental (paccavekkhitva kayena vacaya manasa kammam kattabbam). 

Under these conditions, can it reasonably be assumed that by recommending to monastics and lay people 
of both sexes to study and meditate on the “Sermon to Rahula on falsehood”, the emperor Asoka had in mind the 
Ambalatthika-Rahulavada? Wintemitz in Histoiy of Indian Literature, 1933, p. 607, says that by specifying “on 
falsehood”, Asoka meant to contrast Majjhima no. 61 and Majjhima no. 62 (which also has the title of Rdhulavada) 
and that “consequently Asoka must have known both texts.” 

On the other hand, the exhortations to Rahula told here revolve exclusively around falsehood and answer 
perfectly to the Bairat summary. 

249 Nandikasutra, in Feer , Extraits, p. 246; T 81, p. 899b23-26. 
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6) People have no respect for him and even if he has some authority, nobody obeys him. 

7) He is always sad ( daurmanasya ). 

8) He plants karmic causes and conditions [which will merit his] being criticized. 

9) At the dissolution of the body ( kdyasya bheddt) at the end of life (jfvitaparyavasdne), he will fall 
into the hells ( niraya ). 

10) If he is reborn among men, he will always suffer criticism. 

Not committing all these lies is “to abstain from falsehood” ( mrsavadavirati ), and this is called the proper 
discipline of speech ( vdksamvara ). 


V. Abstention from liquor. 250 

1. Various kinds of drinks. 

“Not to drink wine” ( madyavirati ). - There are three kinds of wine: i) cereal wine (surd), ii) fruit wine 
( phalamadya ), Hi) herb wine ( osadhimadya ). 

Fruit wine. - Grapes ( drdksd ), berries of the A li tcha (aristaka) tree, and other similar fruits give fruit 
wine. 

[158b] Herb wine. - Any herb mixed with rice flour (read mi mien = saktu) or sugarcane ( iksurasa ) juice 
can change into wine. Also the wine derived from the milk ( ksira ) of hoofed animals: any fermented milk 
can give wine. 

Briefly ( samdsatah ), liquors, dry or wet, clear or cloudy, that cause excitation ( kampana) or weakness 
(pramdda) in the human mind are called wine. 

They should not be consumed, and this is what is called abstaining from liquor (madyavirati). 

Question. - Wine can combat cold (sita), strngthen the body and rejoice the mind. Why not drink it? 


The classical formula (e.g., Anguttara, IV, p. 248; Mahavyutp. no. 8505) is: 
surdmaireyamadyapramddasthdnavirati, i.e., renouncing fennented rice drink (surd) and the fennented drink of 
ingredients (maireya) when they are still intoxicating (madya); because they are the cause of all failings 
( pramadasthana ); cf. Kosha, IV, p. 85-86. 

The Mpps recognizes three kinds of intoxicating drinks: 

a. The liquor of grains, in Sanskrit sura, in Tibetan, hbruhi chan (Mahavyut., no. 8505 is, in the strict 
sense, the fennented drink of rice (annasava), arack. 

b. The wine from fruits, extract of raisins (drdksd) or berries. 

c. The intoxicating drink from any fennentation process whatsoever, such as sugar-cane juice (iksurasa). 
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Answer. -The benefits of wine for the body are very rare, blit the damages ( upaghata ) are very numerous. 
This is why it should not be drunk. Wine is like excellent food into which poison has been mixed. What are 
these poisons? 


2. Disadvantages of liquor. 

As the Buddha said to the upasaka Nan t’i kia (Nandika), wine has thirty-five disadvantages. 251 What are 
these thirty-five? 

1) In the present (iha) lifetime, wealth ( vasu ) is exhausted. Why? When one drinks wine and becomes 
intoxicated, the mind loses any moderation ( rndtra ) and one spends without reckoning. 

2) Drink is the door to all illnesses ( sarvavyddhidvdra ). 

3) It is a source of quarreling and disputes ( vigrahavivddamula ). 

4) The drunkard is not ashamed of being seen naked ( nagna ). 

5) He has a bad name, bad reputation and is not respected by people. 

6) Drink ruins knowledge. 

7) The drunkard does not get the good things that he should obtain, and he loses those that he has 
already obtained. 

8) He tells people all his secrets ( guhya ). 

9) He misses all kinds of business and realizes nothing. 

10) Drunkenness is a source of grief ( sakamula ). Why? Drunkenness involves many lapses (hdni) and 
when one awakens, there is shame (/in), confusion ( apatrdpya ), sadness ( daurmanasya ) and grief 
(soka). 

11) Physical strength ( kdyabala ) progressively diminishes. 

12) Beauty ( rupa ) changes. 

13) The drunkard no longer respects his father. 

14) He does not respect his mother. 

15) He does not respect monastics ( sramana ). 

16) He does not respect brahmanas. 

17) He does not respect his uncles or old peopple. Why? Because, in his grief and the troubles of 
drunkenness, he no longer makes distinctions. 

18) He no longer venerates the Buddha. 

251 Cf. Nandikasutra, in Feer, Extraits, p. 247; T 81, p. 899b26-cl2. 
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19) He no longer respects the Dharma. 

20) He no longer respects the Community ( samgha ). 

21) He mixes in the intrigues of evil people ( durjana ). 

22) He distances himself from beauty ( bhadra ) and wholesomeness ( kusala ). 

23) He becomes an immoral person ( duhsflapurusa ). 

24) He has neither shame (hrf) nor embarrassment ( apatrdpya ). 

25) He does not guard his six sense organs. 

26) He lets himself go (read tsong ki: 120 and 11, 49) and neglects himself ( pramada ). 

27) People hate him; they are not pleased to see him. 

28) He is rejected by serious people, his relatives (jndti ) and his friends ( mitra ). 

29) He cultivates bad dharmas ( akusaladharma ). 

30) He abandons good dharmas ( kusaladharma). 

31) He does not enjoy the trust {prasdda ) of intelligent ( medhdvin ) and learned {pandita ) people. Why? 
Because of the lapses {pramada ) due to wine. 

32) He is far from nirvana. 

33) He plants the causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ) for madness (; unmada ). 

34) At the destruction of the body ( kdyabheda ) at the end of his life {jivitaparyavasdna ), he falls into 
the bad destinies ( durgati ), into hell (niraya). 

[158c] 35) If he succeeds in being reborn as a man, he will always be mad (unmatta). 

These are the various faults of drink. This is why one should not drink. Some stanzas say: 

Wine wastes the intellect ( buddhi ), 

Beauty (; rupa ) is changed and is mined, 

The mind is agitated and disturbed 
Shame {hrf) is diminished. 

Wine ruins memory (smrti) and excites anger {krodha), 

It ruins joy {mudita) and breaks up families. 

What is called “drinking” 

Really is taking the poison of death {mrtyuvisa). 
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One is worried when one should not be worried, 
Then one laughs when one should not laugh. 
One cries when one should not cry. 

One strikes when one should not strike. 

One speaks when one should not speak, 

One is no different from a madman. 

Wine removes all good qualities ( guna ). 

The person who has self-respect does not drink. 


SECOND PART: THE MORALITY OF PLEDGE 
(SAMADANASILA ) 22 


I. Morality of the lay person or avadatavasana 


§ 1. - The fivefold discipline of the upasaka. 


1. The Pancasila. 

Abstention from the five sins (dpatti), [murder, theft, illicit sex, use of intoxicating drinks], constitutes 
excellent physical discipline ( kayakusalasamvara ); abstention from falsehood ( mrsdvada ) constitutes the 
excellent discipline of speech ( vdkkusalasamvara ); the whole thing is called ‘discipline of fivefold morality 
characteristic of the lay practitioner’ (upasakapancasflasamvara). 

Question. - If the eightfold discipkine ( astavidhasamvara ) and the means of pure livelihood 
(parisuddhdjiva ) constitute morality (cf. p. 77 IF), why is not the upasaka, in his discipline of speech 


252 For the upasaka, the main text is the Mahanamasutra (Ahgittara, IV, p. 220-222; Samyutta, V, p. 395; Tsa a han, 
T 99, no. 927, 928, k. 33, p. 236b-c), widely cited by Buddhaghosa in Sumaiigala, I, p. 235; by the Kosa, IV, p. 70; 
and by the Kosavyakhya, p. 376-377. - In all the manuals, it concerns the important role played by the upasaka in 
the Buddhist community; we may note particularly de La Vallee Poussin, Notes sur le chemin du Nirvana, § 3. - Les 
Jideles laics ou Upasaka , BCLS, 1935, p. 15-34; Buddhism , in Legacy of India, 1937, p. 165-170. 


643 



(vaksamvara ) not subject to the threefold discipline [which forbids slander, harmful speech and thoughtless 
speech, cf. p. 77 IF] and is not subject to the means of pure livelihood ( parisuddhajiva )? 

Answer. - 1) Lay people ( avadatavasana ) residing at home ( grhastha ) who enjoy worldly pleasures 
(lokasukha) and at the same time cultivate fully both wealth ( vitta ) and virtue ( guna ) are unable to practice 
the laws of morality ( sfladharma ) completely; this is why the Buddha has them observe [only] five 
precepts. 

2) Moreover, of the four sins of speech (caturvidhavdkkarman), [lying, slander, harmful speech and 
frivolous speech], lying is the most serious ( garista ). 

3) Moreover, lying is [always] cultivated ( kou tso = samskrita) by the [wicked] intention (cittotpdda) [from 
which it originated]; the other [sins of speech, sometimes are refined, sometimes not refined. 

4) Moreover, it is enough to list falsehood to include the very fact of the other [sins of speech]. 

5) Moreover, of the good dharmas ( kusaladharma ), truth ( satya ) takes first place. Speaking true words 
(. satyavdk ) is observing entirely the four kinds of right speech ( samyagvdk ). 

6) Finally, lay persons [ avadatavasana ] living in the world are officially called to busy themselves with 
family affairs and to give commands; this is why it is hard for them to observe the rule [forbidding the 
speaking] of harmful speech ( pdrusyavada ). But lying, a serious fault due to its refinement, should never be 
committed. 


2. Five kinds of upasaka. 253 

There are five ways of taking ( samdddna ) these five precepts (silo) which makes five kinds of upasakas: 1) 
upasaka of a single practice ( ekadesakdrin ), 2) upasaka of limited practice {pradesakdrin ), 2) upasaka of 
developed practice ( yadbhuyaskarin ), 4) upasaka of complete practice ( paripurnakdrin) , 5) upasaka who 
has renounced sexual activity ( samucchinnardga ). 

1 ) The ekadesakdrin takes ( samddaddti ) only one of the five precepts (pancasfla ) and does not pledge to 
observe the other four. 

2) The pradesakdrin takes either two or three precepts. 

3) The yadhuyas karin takes four precepts. 

4) The paripunakarin takes all five precepts. 


253 This distinction is taken from Mahdndmasutra in its Sanskrit version; cf. Kosa, IV, p. 73; Kosavyakhya, p. 377. 
See also Mahavyutpatti, no. 1609-1613. 

According to the Mpps, it seems that some upasakas choose from the five rules constituting the discipline 
of the upasaka and observe only one, two, three, or fpouir rules. In this case, one wonders if they deserve the name 
of upasaka. According to Kosa, IV, p. 73, every upasaka pledges to observe the five rules, but may transgress one or 
another subsequently, and it is this breach that makes the distinction among the various classes of upasaka. 
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5) The samucchinnaraga is the person who, having taken the five precepts, makes the following oath 
( pranidhana ) in the presence of the teacher (acharya ): “I will not have sexual relations with my own wife.” 

These are the five precepts ( pancasila ). 

3. The reward of the upas aka. 

[159a] Some stanzas say: 

Not killing, not stealing, 

Abstaining from forbidden sex, 

Telling the truth, not drinking wine, 

Living correctly ( samyagjiva ) constitutes the pure mind. 

The person who practices these 

In both lifetimes escapes from sadness and fear, 

The merit of morality ( sflapunya ) becomes attached to him, 

He is always accompanied by gods and men. 

In the world six seasons 254 are necessary 
For flowers to develop their bright colors. 

But one has these annual flowers 
In one single day in heaven. 

The heavenly tree 255 spontaneously produces 
Flowers, garlands ( mdlya ) and necklaces ( keydra ). 

The red flowers are like the brightness of a torch ( dipajvdla ), 

All the colors are intermingled in them. 


254 The Indian year is divided into two, three, five or six seasons ( ayana ). The six seasons are known in the 
Brahmanas; beginning with spring, they are: vasanta. grTsma, varsd, sarad, hemanta and sisira. See G. Thibaut, 
Astrologie, Astronomic und Mathematik, 1899, p. 10-11; Yi tsing, transl. Takakusu, p. 102. 

255 This is the Parijataka 


645 



There are heavenly garments in immense quantities. 

Their colors appear in every hue. 

Their cool whiteness provides shade from the sun. 

They are light and [their texture] is unbroken. 

Their gold threads make embroidery pale 
Their decoration is like vapor: 

These wondrous garments 
All come from the heavenly tree. 

Brilliant pearls ( mani ), ear-rings 
Precious rings to ornament the hands and feet 
At will, all these desirable things 
Are given by the heavenly tree. 

Golden lotuses ( suvardpadma ) with stems ( danda ) of vaiduiya, 

With diamond ( vajra ) stamens, 

Tender and fragile, with penetrating perfume 
Are produced by the celestial pools. 

K’in che, Tcheng and K'ouang heou 256 guitars 
Set with the seven jewels ( saptaratna ), 

Marvelous instalments with pure sounds, 

All come from the heavenly tree. 

The Po li tche ton tree (Parijataka) 257 

256 Chinese guitars having five, twelve and twenty-three strings respectively (cf. F. S. Couvreur, Dictionnnaire 
clcissique de la langue chinois, Sien-Hsien, 1930, p. 594a, 680b, 680a). But Kumarajlva seems to be too precise in 
his translation, and the musical instruments used by the Hindus at this time were undoubtedly simpler: see M. 
Dubois, Notes sur les instruments de musique figures dnas Partplastique de VInde ancienne, BAA, XI, p. 38-49. 
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King of all the heavenly trees, 

Is found in the Honan hi (Nandanarama) garden. 
There is none like it. 


Observing morality is working the field 
In which the heavenly tree grows. 

Heavenly food has the taste of ambrosia ( amrtarasa ); 

Taking it chases away hunger and thirst. 

The heavenly maidens ( apsaras ) have no eunuchs to guard them; 
They are free of the problems of pregnancy. 258 
Pleasure and debauchery are but joys for them. 

After a meal, one does not have a bowel movement. 


He who observes morality, always concentrating his mind 
Can be reborn in the land ( bhumi ) of his choice. 

He is free of difficulties and problems 
And will always enjoy the four happinesses. 


With the gods, he enjoys sovereignty ( aisvarya ); 
Sadness and grief no longer arise for him. 

The objects of his desires arise as he wishes, 

The light of his body illuminates the shadows. 


257 The Parijataka (in Pali, paricchattaka ) is a magnolia ( kovidara ) that grows in the Nandanavana of the 
Trayastrimsa gods; its roots are fifty yojanas deep, it is one hundred yojanas high and its foliage extends to fifty 
yojanas: it is the foremost place for pleasure and love. In Sanskrit, besides parijataka, the reading pdriyatraka also 
occurs (cf. Divyavadana, p. 194, 195, 219). Here are some references to this tree: Vinaya, I, p. 30; Anguttara, IV, p. 
117; Jataka. I, p. 40, 202; II, p. 20; VI, p. 265, 278; Dhammapadattha, I, p. 273; Atthasalini, p. 298; Visuddhimagga, 
p. 206; Kosa, III, p. 162; Cosmogony of the DIrgha (T 1, p. 115c, 131c; T 23, p. 278a, 295a; T 24, p. 311c, 342a; T 
25, p. 366, 397); Ting cheng sang yin yuan king, T 165, k. 3, p.398b; Tsie wa, nang, fa t’ien tseu king, T 595, p. 
129b. 

i;,s Actually, all the gods are “apparitional” ( upapaduka ); see Kosa, III, p. 27, 165. 
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All these various joys 
Result from generosity and morality. 
[159b] Whoever wishes to have such a reward 
Should exert themselves zealously. 


Question. - Here it is a matter of the virtue of morality ( silaparamita ) by means of which one attains 
buddhahood; then why praise heavenly happiness ( divyasukha) [which rewards simply morality and 
nothing else]? 

Answer. - The Buddha said: “Three things ( vastu ) necessarily and inevitably bring fruit of retribution 
( vipdkaphala ): by means of generosity, great wealth ( mahddhanya ) is obtained; by morality {sila), rebirth 
in fortunate places is obtained; by meditation ( bhdvand), deliverance ( vimoksa) is obtained.” 259 When one 
limits oneself to practicing morality, one is reborn in fortunate places; when meditation ( bhdvand), wisdom 
( prajna) and loving-kindness (maitrikaruna) are joined, one obtains the path of the threefold Vehicles 
( ydnatrayamdrga ). Here we are limited to praising morality [which ensures], in the present lifetimes, 
virtue ( guna ), knowledge ( bahusrutya) and happiness {sukha) and, in the future lifetime, a reward like that 
celebrated in the [preceding] stanzas. Just as sugar is put into a bitter medicine so that the child can 
swallow it, so morality is praised above the other virtues so that people can observe it; when a person 
observes it, he will make the great resolve (pranidhdna ) to arrive at buddhahood. This is how morality 
(sila) engenders the virtue of morality ( silaparamita). 

Moreover, all people are attached to happiness (sukha). Of all worldly happiness ( laukikasukha ), heaven 
(svarga) is the greatest. If a person hears about the many kinds of happiness in heaven, he will busy himself 
in observing morality. Then, when he hears speak of the impermanence of heaven ( svargdnityatd), he will 
feel distaste ( nirveda ) and will seek for deliverance (vimoksa). Finally, when he hears about the infinite 
virtues (apramanaguna) of the Buddhas, he will develop loving-kindness ( maitri) and compassion (karuna) 
and, based on the virtue of morality (silaparamita), he will reach the state of buddhahood. This is why there 
is no fault in speaking about the reward for morality here. 

§ 2. - The eightfold morality of the upavasastha. 260 


259 Dana, sila and bhdvand make up the three meritorious actions (punyakriyavastu ) studied in DIgha, III, p. 218; 
Aiiguttara, IV, p. 241; Itivuttaka, p. 51; Nettipakarana, p. 50, 128; Kosa, IV, p. 231. 

i6 ° In the Vedas, upavasatlia is the day of preparation preceding the Soma sacrifice. The word has passed into 
Buddhism, not without having gone through transformations: in Pali, uposatha; in Sanskrit, uposadha (Mahavastu, I, 
p. 155, 1. 13; II, p. 177, 1. 20; III, p. 97, 1. 20; III, p. 98, 1. 2; Avadanakalpalata, VI, v. 76, p. 197), and, more 
frequently, posadha (Lalitavistara, p. 25, 41, 55, 76; Divyavadana, p. 116,1. 21; 121,1. 18; Mahavyutpatti, no. 9101, 
9287). In Jaina Prakrit, there is posaha. Hence the tradtitional Tibetan translation gso-sbyoh “that which nourishes 
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Question. - For the lay person ( avadatavasana ) living at home ( gvhasta ), is there not the fourfold morality 
[of the upasaka] or are there yet other rules? 

Answer. - There is also the “morality of a day-and-a-night” (rdtradivasasfla). If it is observed during the 
six fasting days ( upavdsadivasa ) of the month, the merit (punya ) is immense (apramdna). 61 If one pledges 
(samddaddti) to observe it, during the twelve months [of the year], from the 1st to the 5th of each month, 
the merit is even greater. 262 

1. The taking of vows by the Upavasatha. 263 

Question. - How does one take this discipline of one day? 

Answer. - Here is the rule for taking the discipline of one day: 

Bending one’s knee (jdnumandalam pratisthdpya ) and joining one’s palms together (, anjalim pranamya), 
one should say the following: 


(gso = posa) the merits and which washes (sbyon = dhav) sins”. The person who is practicing upavasa is called 
uposadhika (Mahavastu, I, p. 205, 1. 7; II, p. 8, 1. 20), posadhika (Mahavyutpatti, no. 8726), posadhosita 
(Divyavadana, p. 118,1. 27) or upcivdsastha (Kosa, IV, p.44). 

In early Buddhism, the word designated the day preceding the lunar quarters, a sacred weekly day or 
Sabbath. The early religious communities prior to Buddhism used these days to explain their doctrines (cf. Vinaya, I, 
p. 101). The Buddhists followed their example and, on the fifteenth day of the lunar fortnight, they held a chapter of 
the order on which the Dharma was explained (Vinaya, I, p. 103). They also chose one or another of the upavasa 
days for the recitation of the Pratimoksa. During the upavasa days, the lay adepts ( avadatavasana ) often took it upon 
themselves to fast and observe some limitations. This practice is called ‘discipline of a day and a night’ 
(ratridivasTla ), for it is taken for 24 hours only on the 4 th , 6 th or 15 th days of the month; it is also called eightfold 
morality ( astangasila) for the lay person pledges to observe eight interdictions other than the fast {upavasa). 

It is this morality that is in question here. The main text is the Anguttara, I, p. 205-215 (tr. Woodward, 
Gradual Sayings, I, p. 185-195), summarized in the Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 16, p. 624b-526a. - See also P’i p’o 
cha, T 1545, k. 125, k. 124, p. 647b; Kosa, IV, p. 64-69. 

261 The Mpps will explain (p. 835F) the origin of these days of fast. The four fasting days are the 8 th and the 14 th day 
of the dark fortnight ( kdlapaksa ), the 8 th and the 15 th of the bright fortnight ( suklapaksa ): see Yi tsing, tr. Takakusu, 
p. 63, 188. But the texts prefer six days of fast per month, the 8 lh , 14 th , 15 th , 29 th and 30 th days: cf. Hiuan tsang, tr. 
Watters, I, p. 304; Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 24, n. 2; Demieville, Versions chinoises de Milindapanha, XXIV, 1924, 
p. 77 

262 This was the half-month uposadha of the Bhagavat, in Mahavastu, III, p. 97. The lengthened fast is of Jain 
inspiration. 

263 The Mpps here adopts the ceremony in use by the Sarvastivadins, a ceremony recorded in the Che song kie mo 
pi k’ieou yao yong, T 1439, p. 496b 3-20. It consists of the following rituals: 1) taking refuge in a humble posture, 2) 
declaration that one has taken refuge; 3) confession of past sins, 4) taking the eight vows. 5) taking the fast, 6) 
declaring one’s intention. - See details in text; cf. Kosa, IV, p. 65. 
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I, so-and-so ( amukha ) today, for one day and one night, take refuge in the Buddha, take refuge in the 
Dharma, take refuge in the Samgha. - This is repeated a second and a third time. 

I, so-and-so, have taken refuge in the Buddha, have taken refuge in the Dharma, have taken refuge in the 
Samgha. - This is to be repeated a second and a third time. 

Today, with a sincere heart, I, so-and-so, confess ( pratisesayami ) every bad physical action, every bad 
vocal action, every bad mental action that I have committed, out of desire ( rdga ), hatred (elvesa) or delusion 
(moha), in the present life or in past lives. 264 

With pure body, pure speech and pure mind, I pledge ( samadadami) to observe the eightfold discipline 
(i astdngasfla ) that constitutes the upavasa [in the language of Ts’in: dwelling in common]: 

1) Just as the Buddhas, to the end of their life, abstained from killing living beings, so I too, so-and-so, for a 
day and a night, will abstain from killing living beings. 

2) Just as the Buddhas, to the end of their life, abstained from theft, so 1 too, so-and-so, for a day and a 
night, will abstain from stealing. 

3) Just as the Buddhas, to the end of their life, abstained from sexual activity, so I too, so-and-so, for a day 
and a night, will abstain from sexual activity. 

[159c] 4) Just as the Buddhas, to the end of their life, abstained from lying, so I too, so-and-so, for a day 
and a night, will abstain from lying. 

5) Just as the Buddhas, to the end of their life, abstained from drinking wine, so I too, so-and-so, for a day 
and a night, will abstain from drinking wine. 

6) Just as the Buddhas, to the end of their life, did not sit on high and elevated seats, so 1 too, so-and-so, for 
a day and a night, will not sit on high and elevated seats. 

7) Just as the Buddhas, to the end of their life, did not wear flower garlands, did not anoint their bodies with 
perfume, did not wear perfumed clothes, so 1 too, so-and-so, for a day and a night, will not wear flower 
garlands, will not anoint my body with perfume and will not wear perfumed clothes. 

8) Just as the Buddhas, to the end of their life, did not sing or dance, did not play music and did not go to 
shows, so I too, so-and-so, for a day and a night, will not sing or dance, will not play music, and will not go 
to shows. 265 

After having undertaken the eightfold discipline ( astdngasfla ), [he continues]: 

Just as the Buddhas, until the end of their life, did not eat past mid-day, so I too, so-and-so, will not eat. 266 


i64 See also this confession of sins followed by a declaration of purity in the Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 16, p. 625b. 

265 These eight vows, in slightly different form, occur in Anguttara, I, p. 211-212 (Tseng a han, T 125, k. 16, p. 
625b-c); Anguttara, IV, p. 255-256 (Tchong a han, T 26, no. 202, k. 55, p. 770b-c; Tchai king, T 87, p. 91 la-b; Yeou 
p’o yi to cho kia king, T 88, p. 912b-c; Pa kouan tchai king, T 89, p. 913a-b.) 
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1, so-and-so, pledge ( samddaddmi ) to observe the eightfold discipline and to imitate ( anusiks -) the qualities 
of the Buddha. This is the upavasa: making the vow of observing it is meritorious: during successive 
lifetimes, one will not fall into the three unfortunate destinies ( durgati ) or into the eight difficult situations 

(aksana). 261 

I no longer seek the worldly happiness of a noble cakravartin king, of a Brahma or a Sakradevendra. I wish 
for the cessation of my afflictions ( klesa ), I wish to arrive at omniscience ( sarvajndna ) and to attain 
Buddhahood. 

2. The taking of vows of the upas aka. 26 * 


i66 In agreement with the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasikas, the Mpps makes the fast or upavasa, in the proper meaning of 
fast, consist of the renunciation of taking a meal outside of the proper time; the other eight renunciations are the 
members of the fast ( upavdsanga ). The Sautrantikas do not hold this opinion for, they say, according to the sutra, 
immediately after the renunciation of having a meal outside of the time, the person fasting should say: "By this 
eighth member, I am imitating the rule, I am confonning to the rule of the Arhats.” Cf. Kosa, IV, p. 68. 

267 For these eight aksanas, see Traite, I, p. 479F, n. 2. 

268 Here also the Mpps adopts the ceremony used by the Sarvastivadin school which is more complicated than the 
old ceremony. 

a. Originally, it seems that one became upasaka simply by taking refuge: cf. Anguttara, IV, p. 220; 
Samyutta, V, p. 395; Sumangala, I, p. 234: “How, O venerable one, does one become upasaka? Mahanaman, one 
becomes upasaka by the mere fact that one has taken refuge in the Buddha, in the Dhanna and in the Samgha.” 

However, in some old canonical texts we see that the candidate, having taken refuge, them asks the 
Buddha or the preceptor to consider him as an upasaka. In the Sanskrit version of the Mahanamasutra (cited in 
Kosavyakhya, p. 376, 1. 31-32) and its Chinese translation (Tsa a han, T 99, no. 928,k. 33, p. 236cl5-16), the 
candidate, after taking refuge, says to the Buddha: upasakam mam dharaya “Consider me as an upasaka”. Similarly 
in Dlgha, I, p. 85; Samyutta, IV, p. 113; Anguttara, I, p. 56; Vinaya, II, p. 157, the candidtae says: Aham 
bhagavantam saranam gacchdmi dhammam ca bhikkhusangham ca; upasakam mam bhagava dharetu ajjatagge 
panupetam saranam gatam : “I take refuge in the Buddha, the Dhanna and the Samgha; may the Bhagavat consider 
me as an upasaka from this day on as long as I live (panchi upetam), [as] an upasaka who has taken refuge.” 

b. The ceremony is more complicated and the vows more strict in the Sarvastivadin sect, as may be seen 
according to present passage of the Mpps, taken from the Sarvasivadin Vinaya (Che song liu, T 1435, k. 21, p. 149c; 
Che song kie mo pi k’ieou yao yong, T 1439, p. 496a): 1) In a humble posture, the candidate takes the triple refuge; 
2) He declares that he has taken the triple refuge and asks to be considered as an upasaka; 3) The ordination master 
gives him the five precepts (pancasila ) incumbent on an upasaka, and the candidate shows his agreement with each 
of them. 

c. If the two rituals are compared, it may be said that there are two kinds of upasaka, the one who has 
merely taken refuge, and the one who, having taken refuge, has further vowed to observe the five precepts. This 
distinction is made in the Aloka, commentary on the Astasahasrika, ed. Wogihara, p. 331, 1. 22: One is an upasaka 
because one has taken the triple refuge or because one has [further] taken the five precepts. Thus there are two kinds 
of upasaka according to the twofold reading attested in the Vinaya: “ May the master consider me as an upasaka who 
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Question. - How is the fivefold discipline (pancasfla) taken? 

Answer. - Here is the ceremony for taking the fivefold discipline: 

Bending one’s knee (janumandalam pratisthapya) and joining one’s palms (,anjalim pranamya), one says: 

I, so-and-so, have taken refuge in the Buddha, have taken refuge in the Dharma, have taken refuge in the 
Sa a gha. - to be repeated a second and a third time. 

I am an upasaka of the Buddha Sakyamuni: may I be considered as someone who has taken refuge from 
today until the end of my life. 

The master of discipline ( sfldcaiya ) then says: 

You, the upasaka, listen: The Tathagata, arhat, samyaksambuddha, who knows and sees beings, has set five 
precepts for the upasaka; you will observe these rules for the rest of your life. What are these five? 

7) It is a rule for upasakas, as long as they live, not to kill living beings. This is why, as long as you live, 
you will no longer consciously kill living beings. 

If the upasaka is capable of observing this rule, he should say yes. 

2) It is a rule for upasakas, as long as they live, not to steal. This is why, as long as you live, you will no 
longer steal. 

If the upasaka is capable of observing this mle, he should say yes. 

2) It is a rule for the upasakas, as long as they live, to abstain from illicit sexual relations. This is why, as 
long as you live, you must abstain from forbidden sexual relations. 

If the upasaka is capable of observing this rule, he should say yes. 

4) It is a rule for upasakas, as long as they live, to abstain from lying. This is why, as long as you live, you 
should no longer tell lies. 

If the upasaka is capable of observing this point, he should say yes. 

[160a]5) It is a rule for upasakas, as long as they live, not to drink wine. This is why, as long as you live, 
you must not drink wine. 

If the upasaka is capable of observing this rule, he should say yes. 


has taken the triple refuge”, or else, ‘‘May the master consider me as an upasaka who has taken the triple refuge and 
who has taken the five precepts.” 

d. Hence the discussion amongst the scholars. The Aparatakas (scholars from Konkan) and the 
Sautrantikas, basing themselves on the old formulas brought together under a, think that one becomes upasaka just 
by taking refuge. On the other hand, the Sarvastivadins and the Vaibashikas from Kasmir, reasoning from their more 
complicated ceremonial, are of the opinion that one can only be upasaka by possessing the discipline, i.e., by taking 
the five precepts. - The arguments may be found in P’i p’o cha, T 1545, k. 124, p. 645 seq.; Kosa, IV, p. 71-76. 
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This is the fivefold discipline that the upasaka undertakes to observe ( samddaddti ) during his life. He will 
pay homage to the Three Jewels ( triratna ), the Jewel of the Buddha, the Jewel of the Dharma and the Jewel 
of the Samgha of bhiksus; he will exert himself energetically in meritorious actions ( punyakarman ) and so 
reach the state of Buddhahood. 

3. Why celebrate the upavasa of six days offasting. 

Question. - Why are the six fasting days ( upavdsdsivasva ) chosen to take the eightfold discipline 
(i astangasila ) and to cultivate merit? 

Answer. - During those days, the evil demons pursue people and try to take their lives; sickness and 
calamities make these days unfavorable ( asiva ) for people. This is why, at the beginning of the cosmic 
period ( kalpa ), the saints (diya) recommended that people keep the fast (upavasa), cultivate goodness and 
gain merit (punya ) [during these fasting days] in order to avoid calamities. At that time the rule of fasting 
did not involve the observance of the eightfold discipline; the fast consisted merely of not eating for one 
day. Later when the Buddha appeared in the world ( pradurbhuta ), he gave people the following advice: 
“For one day and one night ( rdtridivasa ) you should observe the eightfold discipline in imitation of the 
Buddhas and you should abstain from eating past mid-day.” 269 

Such virtue will lead people to nirvana. 


[ The Caturdevarajasutra ]. 270 

Thus the Buddha said in the Sseu t’ien wang king (Caturdevarajasutra): 


269 Fasting and observation of the Sabbath had a popular origin; they were adopted by various religious Hindu 
orders before becoming a Buddhist institution. The Buddha distinguished three kinds of uposatha: that of the 
cowherd ( gopdlaka ), being inspired by self-interest; that of the Jains ( nirgrantha ), fonnal rather than sincere; that of 
the saint (arya), consisting of a purification ( paryavadana) of the entire being (cf. Anguttara, I, p. 205-207; Tchong 
a han, T 26, no. 202, k. 55, p. 770a-b). Moreover, as the parivrajakas and the tlrthikas took advantage of the fast days 
to recite their scriptures in public, the Buddha followed their example: he ordered his monks to dedicate their fast 
days to recite the Pratimoksa together, to read the Dharma and to preach (cf. Vinaya, I, p. 101-102). 

270 This sutra is part of the Chinese Agamas: Tch’ang a han, T 1, no. 30, k. 20, p. 134b 14-135b7; Tsa a han, T 99, 
no. 1117, k. 40, p. 295c-296a; T 100, no. 46, k. 3, p. 389a-b; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 16, p. 624b-625a 
(incomplete). It is reproduced in the Li che a p’i fan louen, T 1644, K. 2, p. 184b9-185b 13. Furthermore, it was 
subject to a separate translation entitled Sseu t’ien wang king, T 590 by the efforts of Tche yen and Pao yun, who 
visited Kasmir in 394 and 397 respectively, then returned to China where they worked at Tch’ang ngan. - The 
corresponding Pali version is in two consecutive sutras incorporated in Anguttara, I, p. 142-145. 
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During the monthly six days of fast, 271 the messenger-princes ( dutakumdra ) and the four kings of the gods 
(caturdevaraja) 272 examine ( anuvicaranti ) beings. If the people who cultivate generosity, observe morality 
and honor their parents are few in number ( alpaka ), they go to the Tao li gods (Trayastrimsa) and inform 77 
che (Sakra); Sakra and the gods 27j are unhappy ( andttamanas) and say: “Surely the armies of the asuras are 
increasing and the armies of the devas are decreasing.” If the people who cultivate generosity, observe 
morality and honor their parents are many (bahu), the gods and Sakra are happy and say: “The armies of 
the devas are increasing and the armies of the asuras are decreasing.” 

One day, seeing the joy of the gods, Che t ’i p ’o na min (Sakra devanam indra) spoke this stanza: 


He who, for six days and the marvelous fortnight. 
Pledges to observe pure morality, 

To the end of his life 
Will be my equal in virtue. 274 


The Buddha said to the bhiksus: “Sakradevendra should not have spoken this stanza. Why? Sakradevendra 
has not expelled the five obstacles (read: won chouai) nor the three poisons; 275 How could he claim that by 


~ 71 Whereas the Caturdevarajasutra speaks of a fortnight (paksa ), the Mpps speaks of a month: whether there are 
three days of fast per fortnight or six days of fast per month, the result is the same, but there is a change in the 
calculation. 

272 According to the sutra, the ministers proceed with this examination on the 8 th and the 14 th day of each fortnight, 
the four great kings on the 15 th day, the pannarasika uposatha. 

i73 Sakra and the Trayastrimsa gods assemble for the occasion in the Sudharmd , the meeting hall, situated south-east 
of the city Sudarsana, on the summit of Mount Meru. For Sudharmd, see Dlgha, II, p. 268; Majjima, II, p. 79; 
Samyutta, I, p. 221; Aiiguttara, I, p. 143; Tch’ang a han, T 1, k. 10, p. 63a; k. 20, p. 131b; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 33, 
p. 637b; Tsa a han, T 99, k. 40, p. 292b; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 26, p. 697b; Mahavastu, I, p. 32; III, p. 198; 
Divyavadana, p. 220; P’i p’o cha, T 1545, k. 133, p. 692a; Kosa, III, p. 163. 

274 This stanza is repeated four times in Aiiguttara, I, p. 144-146: 

ChatuddasTpahcadasiyava pakkkassa atthami 
pdtihariyapakkhah ca atthahgasusamdgatam 
uposssatham upavaseyya yo passa mMadiso naro ti. 

With the exception of the last line, it also occurs in Samyutta, I, p.208; Suttanipata, v. 402; Therlgatha, v. 
31, p. 126; Dhamadaddattha, IV, p. 21. - "He who observes the uposatha with its eight aspects, on the 14 th , 15 th and 
16 lh day and during the pdtihdriyapakkha ..." Pratiharyapaksa is translated into Chinese as chen pien yue (113 and 
5; 149 and 16; 74) in T 99, p. 296a7; as chen tsouyue (113 and 5; 157; 74) in T 1509, p. 160al8; according to the 
suggested explanations of Buddhaghosa (Saratha, I, p. 307), it is the additional fasts preceding ( paccuggamana) and 
following ( anugamana ) the usual days of abstinence. 
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observing the discipline of one day that a man would definitely be like him in virtue ( guna ) and in reward 
for merit (punyavipdka)! The man who undertakes to observe this discipline will definitely (read pi, 61 and 
2, instead of sin, 61) be like the Buddha: this is true ( satyavdc ). As for the great gods, because of the joy 
that they experience, they will obtain an increase of merit ( punyavardhana ).” 




Furthermore, during the six days of fast, the evil demons torment people and spread trouble everywhere. 
But if there is some place, a hamlet, a village, a town, a district, a country or a city, where people observe 
the fast, observe the discipline and cultivate goodness, the evil demons are driven away and the region 
remains in peace (yogaksema ). This is why, by keeping the fast and the precepts during these six days, one 
obtains increase in merit. 

4. The origin of the six fasting days. 

Question. - Why do the evil demons choose these six days to trouble people? 

Answer. - The T’ien ti pen k’i king “Sutra on Cosmogony”, 276 says: During the first phase of the cosmic 
period ( kalpa ), there was a son of a Fan t ’ien wang 

[160b] (Brahmadevaraja) who was father of the demons and who practiced the asceticism (duskaracarya) 
of the brahmacdrin. For twelve heavenly years, he spent the six days in carving up meat, drawing blood 
and offering them to the fire ( agni ); this is why the evil demons had a sudden renewal of power ( sthdma ) 
during these six days. 


275 According to the Caturdevarajasutra, more detailed, the five obstacles would be jati, jara, marana, soka, 
parideva; and the three poisons, raga, dvesa and moha (see text above, p. 844F, as n.). However, wou chouai, “five 
obstacles” may mean the five signs of death among the lower gods: see Kosa, III, p. 136. 

~ 7( ' By T’ien ti pen k’i king “Sutra on the origin of heaven and earth: the Mpps means the Buddhist Cosmogony, the 
original Sanskrit of which is lost, but which is known by four Chinese versions, one connected to the Tch’ang a han, 
under the name of Che ki king (T 1, k. 18-22, p. 114-149), the others transmitted separately under the name of Ta 
leou t’an king (t 23), K’i che king (T 24), K’i che yin pen king (T 25). Although the legend told here does not occur 
there, it concerns demons and gods (cf. T 1, k. 20, p. 135a-b). 

Neither the DIghanikayan or the DIrghagama of the Sarvastivadins contain this Cosmogony. If it did have 
it, the Mpps, according to its custom, would be referring to the DIrghagama and not, as it does here, to the Sutra on 
Cosmogony, for our author prefers to give the title of the general collection (agama) rather than that of the sutra in 
which it is incorporated. Thus, quoting a passage pf the Atanatikasutra twice, it refers its reader simply to the 
DIrghagama (see Traite, I, p. 300F, 544F). 

On the other hand, this Cosmogony has been incorporated into the Chinese DIrghagama, or Tch’ang a han 
(T 1), but this work is not of Sarvastivadin provenance, and everything points to its Dharmagupta origin (see above, 
p. 81 IF, n. 1). 
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Question. - Why did the father of the demons busy himself during the six days with cutting up meat, 
drawing blood and putting them in the fire? 

Answer. - Mo hi cheou lo (Mahesvara) 277 is the foremost and greatest of the gods. Each of the gods has his 
share of days: ;) Mahesvara, as his share, has four days per month, the 8 th , the 23 rd , the 14 th and the 29 th 
day; ii) the other gods have two days per month, the first day, the 16 th , and the second day, the 17 th ; Hi) the 
15 th and the 30 th day are dedicated ( apeksante ) to all the gods together. Mahesvara is the chief ( pati ) of the 
gods; since he has the largest number of days, the four days that belong to him are counted as days of 
fasting ( upavasadivasa ); also counted as fasting days are the two days belonging to all the gods together: 
[this is how there come to be six fasting days per month, the 8 th , 14 th , 15 th , 23rd, 29 th and 30 th ]. This is why 
the demons gain sudden strength during these six days. 

So the demon-father was busy during these six days cutting up meat, drawing blood amd offering them up 
in the fire. After twelve years, [Brahma], king of the gods, came down from heaven and said to his son: 
‘What do you want to get?” He answered: “I would like to have a son.” The king of the gods said to him: 
“Among recluses (rsi), the rule about worship {puja) is to offer incense ( gandha ), sweet fruits and other 
pure things. Then why do you put meat and blood into the fire? That is a faulty practice. Because you have 
infringed on the holy ritual and are involved in bad practices, you will father a bad son who eats meat and 
drinks blood.” Hardly had he said this when eight big demons who were in the fire arose, their bodies black 
as ink, their hair yellow and their eyes red; they glowed brightly. All demons have come from these eight. 
And so, if during these six days, meat is cut up, blood is drawn and they are put in the fire, they regain 
strength. 

In the Buddhadharma there are no good or bad days; but in order to conform (cmnvartcma) to what [is 
thought to be] bad days, it is advisable to keep the fast and to take the eight precepts [during these six 
days]. 

5. Comparison between the pahcasila of the upasaka and the astahgashila of the 
upavasastha. 

Question. - Which is preferable, the fivefold discipline [of the upasaka] or the [eightfold] discipline of one 
day [taken by the upavasastha]? 

Answer. - There are two reasons ( hetupratyaya ) for considering the two disciplines as equivalent. 

1) Only the fivefold discipline {pahcasila ) is observed for one’s entire life ( yavajjivam ), whereas the 
eightfold discipline ( astahgashila ) is observed for one day [for six days of the month.] But if the fivefold 
morality is great by reason of the duration of its perpetual observance, it is small by reason of the number 
of rules [which are only five]; on the other hand, the morality of one day lasts for a very short time but 
involves more rules, [eight]. 


~ 77 On Mahesvara or Siva, see references in Traite, I, p. 137-139F. 
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2) Furthermore, if one is lacking a high ideal ( mahdcitta ), one will be able to observe the [five] precepts as 
long as one lives, but one will not be the equal of the person with a great ideal who observes [the eight] 
precepts for one day only. Thus, if the general is a feeble man, were he commander of soldiers for his entire 
life, his lack of skill and bravery would prevent him from earning the title entirely. On the other hand, a 
brave, courageous, zealous man who stands up in the midst of chaos is able to conquer the world by his 
deeds of a single day. 

6 . The four levels of the lay person’s discipline. 

[160c] These two kinds of disciplines, [ pancasila of the upasaka and ahtdngasila of the upavasastha], 
make up the rules ( dharma ) for upasakas living at home ( grhastha ). The morality of the householder is of 
four kinds: lower ( avara ), middling ( madhya ), higher ( agra ) or absolutely highest ( atyagra ): 

7) The lower person observes morality in order to enjoy the present lifetime, out of fear for his reputation 
or his renown, by domestic discipline, to adapt himself to the opinions of another, to avoid subordinate 
employment, or to escape from difficulties. The lower person observes morality for all of these reasons. 

2) The middling person observes morality to enjoy wealth and nobility, happiness and power among men. 
Or else, in the hope of future happiness (paratrasukha ) he tames himself and attempts mortification to get a 
considerable result in a short time. In this state of mind ( manasikdra ), he observes discipline strictly. Just as 
a voyage to distant regions is worth considerable profit to a merchant, so the merit of morality assures the 
enjoyment of future happiness to a man. 

3) The superior man observes morality in order to reach nirvana, to know the universal impermanence 
( anityatd) of all dharmas, to escape from suffering and to enjoy the unconditioned ( asamsb'ta ) eternally. 
Besides, the moral man has no regret; having no regret, he acquires joy ( muditd); having joy, he acquires 
one-pojntedness of mind ( ekacitta ); having one-pointedness of mind, he acquires true knowledge 
( satyajndna ); having true knowledge, he experiences revulsion (nirvedacitta) [for the world]; feeling this 
revulsion, he acquires renunciation ( vairdgya ); having renunciation, he acquires deliverance ( vimoksa ); 
having deliverance, he reaches nirvana: thus morality is the root of all good dharmas 
( sarvakusaladharmamula ). Finally, morality is the gateway (dyatana ) of entry into the eightfold Buddhist 
path (drydstdngamdrga ); by working with it, one necessarily arrives at nirvana. 

Question. - In [the list] of the eight branches of the Path, right speech ( samyakvdk ) and right action 
(samyakkarmanta) [which constitute morality or silo] are placed in the middle [in 3 rd and 4 th place, 
respectively], whereas right vision ( samyagdrsti ) and right intention ( samyaksamkalpa ) [which constitute 
wisdom or prajna] are placed first [1 st and 2 nd place, respectively]. Then why do you say that morality is the 
doorway of entry into the eightfold Buddhist Path? 

Answer. - In the list [of the eight branches of the Path], the most important is put first, namely, right vision 
{samyagdrsti). Moreover, before undertaking the Path, it is first necessary to ‘see’. But in the order of 
things ( dharmasamkrama ), morality comes first. It is like when a house is being built: although the ridge¬ 
pole is the most important piece, one begins by taking the ground. 
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4) The absolutely superior person observes morality because he wants to reach Buddhahood out of his 
compassion (, anukampa ) for beings; because, knowing all dharmas, he is seeking their true nature 
{satyalaksana). He does not fear the unfortunate destinies ( durgati ) and does not seek happiness. The 
absolutely superior person practices morality for all these reasons. 

In general ( sdmdnyatah ), this fourfold discipline is called the morality of the upasaka. 


II. Morality of the monastic or pravrajita. 


There are four kinds of disciplines ( sila ) among monastics {pravrajita ): 

1) discipline of the sramanera (novice) and sramanerika, 2) discipline of the siksamana (probationer). 3) 
discipline of the bhiksunl (nun), 4) discipline of the bhiksu (monk). 


1. Superiority of the monastic vows over the lay vows.™ 


278 Can the upasaka obtain the fruits of the religious life ( srdmanyaphala ), reach arhathood and obtain nirvana? Or 
are these benefits reserved for the monastic alone, for the bhiksu? For this question, see Oldenberg, Bouddha, p. 
358-359; Rh. D., Dialogues of the Buddha, III, p. 5; Oltramare, Theosophie, II, p. 131; L. de La Vallee Poussin, in 
Kosa, IV, p. 69, n. 2; Dcmieville, Les versions chinoises de Milindapahha, BEFEO, XXIV, 1934; N. Dutt, Place of 
laity in Early Buddhism, IHQ, XXI, 1945, p. 180-183. 

We are asked to distinguish between the Theravadin position and that of the Sarvastivadins, but it seems 
that Buddhists never differed on this question; their thesis is very simple and can be summarized in two words: 
Theoretically, the upasaka can gain all the perfections of the bhiksu, but practically, his spiritual progress will be 
slower and less certain. 

1) In theory, the upasaka can obtain all the fruits of the religious life: 

The samgha of lay upasakas is based on the view of nirvana, just like that of the bhiksus: “Just as the 
Ganges river bends, inclines and flows down to the sea, so Gautama’s congregation, lay as well as monastic, bends, 
inclines and flows toward nirvana” (cf. Majjhima, I, p.493, and T 99, k. 34, p. 247al6: Seyathd pi Gahga nadi 
samuddaninna samuddapona samuddapabbhara ... evam evdyam Gotamassa parisa sagahatthapabbajita 
nibbdnaninna nibbdnapona nibbdnapabbhara. 

It is a matter of course that the ordinary upasaka, no different from the bhiksu of middling virtue, will not 
attain nirvana straight away. The majority of upasakas, “not having broken the fetter of the lay life, will be reborn 
after death in the heavens” (Majjhima, I, p. 483: bhiyyo va ye giln gihisamyojanamappahdya kayassa bheda 
saggupaga ti ); and we have seen above (p. 822F) that celestial bliss and particularly rebirth in the paradise of the 
Trayastrimsa gods are the usual rewards for lay morality. 

Nevertheless, all the canonical scriptures, Pali as well as Sanskrit, agree in saying that there are many 
especially worthy upaskas who have access to the first three fruits of the Path and who become srotaapanna, 
sakridagamin and anagamin: 
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a. “Many are the upasakas, disciples of the Buddha, householders, wearing the white robe and cultivating 
the sense-pleasures ... who adapt their life to the teachings of the master (Majjhima, I, p. 491: bhiyyo va yeu updsakd 
mama savaka gilu oddtavasand kdmcibhogino ... satthusasane viharanti). Such a person “breaking the three fetters 
( kayadrsti , vicikitsa and silavratapardmarga) is a stream-enterer, is not subject to rebirth in the lower destinies, is 
assured of deliverance) and destined to obtain supreme enlightenment” (cf. Majjhima, I, p. 467, and T 99, k. 34, p. 
247a5-7: tinnam samyojandnam parikkhayd sotdpanno avinipatadhammo niyato sambodhipardyano). 

b. The same canonical sources also praise the upasaka who “by breaking the three fetters and reducing 
passion, aggression and ignorance has become a once-returner; after having returned to this world once, he will 
attain the end of suffering” Majjhima, I, p. 467, and T 99, k. 34, p. 246c29-247al: tinnam samyojandnam 
parikkhayd ragadosamohanamtanutta sakaddgdmisakid eva imam lokam agantva dukkhass ’ antam karissati). 

c. Finally, many are the upasakas, disciples of the Buddha, householders, wearing the white robe, but 
observing chastity who, by breaking the five coarse fetters ( kayadrsti. vicikitsa, silavratapardmarsa, kdmacchanda 
and vyapada) have become beings who are reborn in the world of the gods and who attain nirvana; they are not 
subject to returning to this world” (Majjhima, I, p. 490. and T 99, k. 34, p. 246c 19-20: bhiyyo va ye updsakd mama 
savaka gilu oddtavasand brahmacarino pancannam orambhdgiyanam samyojandnam parikkhayd opapdtika 
tatthaparinibbayino anavattidhammd tasmd loka). 

On the attainment of these three fruits by the upasaka, see also Tchong a han, T 26, k. 18, p. 546b. 

But can the upasaka also obtain the fourth and last fruit of the Path, viz., arhathood and nirvana? Yes, 
unhesitatingly say the Uttarapathakas in the Kathavatthu, I,p. 167: “The lay person can become arhat” (gilu ‘ssa 
araha ti). But the Theravadins hesitate, quibble and disagree with a text of the Majjjima, I, p. 483, that says: 
“Without having broken the fetter which binds the lay person, no lay person can, after death, put an end to suffering” 
(N’atthi koci gilu gihisamyojanam appahaya kdyassa bhedci dukkhass’ antam karoti). But that is not the question: 
the main thing is whether the lay person, while remaining a lay person, can break the fetter that binds and thus put an 
end to suffering. That it is possible if not easy is what the Theravadins themselves implicitly recognize; actually, in 
their Aiiguttara, II, p. 45, they list about twenty lay people, Trapusa and Bhallika at the head of the list, who have 
attained cesation ( nistha ), immortality ( amrta ), without ever having being ordained. In Samyutta, V, p. 410 and Tsa 
a han, T 99, no. 1128-1129, k. 41, p. 298c, they recognize that the reverence of honest people, the hearing of the 
holy Dharma, right reflection and conformity with the precepts of the Dharma - qualities that are within the reach of 
the upasaka as well as of the bhiksu - are sufficient to assure the obtaining of the four fruits of the Path including the 
state of arhat. 

2) But if lay discipline correctly practiced leads to sainthood, what is the use of becoming a monastic? 
This question was asked by Menander of Ayupala who did not know how to answer (cf. Milinda, p. 19-21); it was 
Nagasena who provided the solution for this difficulty to the king: the monastic attains sainthood more quickly and 
more assuredly than the lay person (cf. Tsa pao tsang king, T 203, no. 111, k. 9, p. 492c; tr. Chavannes, Contes, III, 
p. 120-123). This is the position of all the other Buddhist authors who never fail to underline the dangers of the lay 
life and the benefits of the monastic life. Although he is a disciple of the Buddha, the lay person is always troubled 
by passion, aggression and ignorance. This is because he is not yet free of depravity for, if he were fee of it, he 
would no longer stay at home and would not eat as he pleases (Majjhima, I, p. 91). The wise man should renounce 
the world and leave his family: “Let him leave his son and his wife, his father and mother, wealth and harvests, 
friends and all objects of desire, let him wander alone like the rhinoceros. Let him say: Family life is a bond; there is 
little happiness there, little joy, many problems; it is fish-hook; let him wander alone like a rhinoceros” (Suttanipata, 
v. 60 seq). The monastic life offers immense benefits to those who thirst for salvation; they are fully described in 
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Question. - If the morality practiced by those who remain at home ( grhasthasila ) already allows rebirth in 
the heavens ( svarga ), of finding the Path 

[161a] of the bodhisattvas and of reaching nirvana, why resort to the monastic discipline ( pravrajitasfla )? 

Answer. - 7) Salvation is found by these two moralities, but with greater or lesser ease. Those who remain 
at home ( grhastha ) are overloaded with business during their lifetime; if they want to apply their minds to 
things of the Path ( mdrgadharma ), their domestic affairs decline; if they want to busy themselves with their 
dometic affairs, the Dharma things suffer from it; observing the Dharma without adding anything and 
without subtracting anything is difficult. But for the monastic ( pravrajita ) who has renounced the world 
and made a break with all the causes of restlessness, practicing the Path by exclusive exertion 
( aikantikodyama ) is easy. 

2) Besides, those who remain at home are troubled with many cares and preoccupations; [these are] a cause 
of fetters ( samyojana ) and an occasion for faults that constitute a problem. The monastic is like a person 
who has withawn into the forest ( aranya ) beyond any human habitation; he can fix his mind one-pointedly 
(cittaikagrata); when he has neither thought (cintand) nor speculation ( tarka ), his inner consciousness 
(ddhydtmikasamjnd) vanishes and outer objects ( bdhyavastu ) disappear. Some stanzas say: 


Withdrawn into the forest, 

Alone, he wipes out his faults. 

In calm and rest, he attains single-mindedness ( ekacitta)'. 
His happiness is greater than divine. 


People seek wealth, nobility and profit. 

Fame, garments and comfortable beds, 

But their happiness is not peace (yogaksema ): 
The search for profit is insatiable. 


detail in the Samannaphalasutta (DIgha, I, p. 47-86). Very rare are the lay people who reach sainthood while 
remaining in the world. Besides, if they reach this sainthood, which is the aim of monastic life, they are not strictly 
speaking lay people but truly monatics: the Milinda (p. 264-265) claims that at the moment when the lay person 
attains arhathood, he enters into an ascetic brotherhood. The Mpps, which is here examining the respective values of 
the two moralities, monastic and lay, is of the opinion that “one finds salvation by these two moralities, but with 
greater or lesser ease.” In his journey to santhood, the lay person encounters more difficulties than the monastic: he 
is loaded with material responsibilities and exposed to the committing of many faults. The monastic, on the other 
hand, is freed of any material worries; he dwells in concentration, is subject to a more complete discipline which 
requires sustained effort; the faults that he may commit are somewhat neutralized by his vows that he has professed; 
they delay but do not prevent his spiritual progress. 
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He who wears the robes ( pamsukulika ) and begs his food 
Does not know restlessness; his mind is always fixed. 
With the eye of wisdom ( prajiiacaksus ) 

He contemplates the True [nature] of dharmas. 


Into all kinds of sermons ( dharmapaiydya ) 

He penetrates with the view of sameness ( sampasyand ). 
Wisdom (ajnana) and peace of mind ( cittasdnti ) 

Have no equal in the threefold world ( traidhatuka ). 


From that we know that the morality observed by the monastic makes the practice of the Dharma easy. 

3) Besides, the cultivation of morality by the monastic earns him an infinite discipline 
(apramdnakusalasamvara) and the fulfillment of all the equipment for salvation ( sarvasambharaparipuri ). 
This is why the lay person ( avaddtavasana ) likewise should leave the world (pravraj -) in order to acquire 
perfect morality ( paripurnasila ). 

4) Besides, in the Buddhadharma, the monastic life ( pravrajya ) is extremely difficult to practice 
( paramaduskara ). 

[Jambukhddakasutra]. 219 

Thus the brahmacarin Yen feou k’ia (Jambukhadaka) asked Sariputra: 

“What is most difficult in Buddhism?” 

Shariputra replied: “The religious life is difficult.” 

Jambukhadka continued: “But where is the difficulty?” 

- “For the monastic, compliance with the Dharma ( dhanndbhirati ) is difficult. 

The cultivation of all the good dharmas ( sarvakusaladhannabhbvand)280 is difficult.” 

This is why the religious life should be embraced. 

279 This sutra, entitled Dukharam “Difficulty”, is taken from a chapter of the Samyutta, the Jambukhadakasamyutta, 
telling about a conversation between Sariputra and his nephew, the channaparibhdjaka Jambukhadaka. In the 
Chinese version (T 99, no. 490, k. 18, p. 126a), the Dukkarasttanta is at the beginning of the chapter; in the Pali 
version (Samyutta, IV, p. 260), it is placed at the end. 

280 This reading is vouched for in the Chinese version T 99, k. 18, p. 126al 1; in the Pali version there is the variant 
dhammdnudhammapatipatti, meaning “conduct in harmony with the Dharma”. Cf. Geiger, Pali Dhamma, p. 115. 
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5) Moreover, when a person becomes a monastic ( pravrajati ), king Mara, frightened and saddened, says: 
“The fetters ( samyojana ) will diminish in this person; they will cerainly attain nirvana and increase the 
ranks of the Jewel of the samgha ( samgharatna ).” 

6) Moreover, in Buddhism, the monastic who violates the precepts and undergoes punishment will attain 
deliverance once this punishment has been undergone. 


[Utpalavarna Jataka]. 281 The Yeou po lo houa pi k’ieou ni pen cheng king 
(Utpalavarnabhiksunljatakasutra) says: 

When the Buddha was living in this world, this bhiksum had become an arhatl possessing the six 
superknowledges (sadabhijna). She was dwelling in the house of a [161b] nobleman and endlessly praised 
the monastic life ( pravrajya). She said to the women of this nobleman: “Sisters, you should become nuns.” 

The women said to her: “We are young and our faces are beautiful; it would be difficult for us to observe 
the precepts ( sila ); we would violate them sometimes.” 

The bhiksum answered: “Just bcome nuns and, as for violating the precepts, violate them!” 

They said: “But if we break the precepts, we will fall into hell. Why could we violate them?” - “As for 
falling into hell, fall into hell!” 

The nobleman’s women made fun of Utpalavarna and said to her: “In hell one suffers punishment; why 
should we fall into hell?” 

The bhiksum replied: “I remember my previous lives ( purvamivdsdnusmrti ). Once I was an actress 
(kndanikd) and I told old stories in all kinds of costumes. One day as a joke, I put on the robes of a novice 
nun, and because of that, at the time of the Buddha Kasyapa, I myself became a bhiksum. Proud of my 
noble lineage and my beauty, I developed pride (, abhimana ) and violated the precepts. As punishment for 
this, I fell into hell and there I suffered all kinds of punishment. Once the expiation was over, I met the 
Buddha Sakyamuni; I became a nun and now I possess the six superknowledges ( abhijnd). Know then that 
by becoming a monastic and taking the precepts - even if one breaks them subsequently - one will attain 
arhathood thanks to them. But if one is content to commit sins without having taken the precepts, one will 
never attain the Path.282 And so, from very early times, from one lifetime to the next, I fell into hell; when 

281 This is about the nun Utpalavarna who has already been considered above, p. 636F, and about whom there is a 
lot of infonnation; cf. Malalasekera, I, p. 418-421; Akanuma, p. 715-716; Chavannes, Contes, IV, p. 155; Watters, 

On Yuan Chwang’s Travels, I, p. 334, 337. Nevertheless, to my [Lamotte] knowledge, the present jataka does not 
occur elsewhere. 

i8i In order to ensure his final salvation, a criminal had better become a monastic than remain in the world. On this 
subject see Dhammpadattha, I, p. 147: 

“Having seen his [criminal] state, the Tathagata ordained Devadatta. Actually he said to himself: If 
Devadatta does not leave the world and remains a layman, since he has committed such serious crimes, he will will 
be unable to see his future lifetimes with confidence; but if he enters into religion, no matter how grave the actions 
he has committed, he will be able to look upon his future lifetimes with confidence. This is why the teacher ordained 
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I came out of hell, I was an evil man and, when this evil man died, he fell into hell again, and all that 
without the least benefit. Know then that the monastic who has taken the precepts, even if he breaks them 
subsequently, will nevertheless obtain the fruit of the Path ( mdrgaphala ) thanks to them. 


[Ordination of an intoxicated brahman ]. - While the Buddha was at Tche houan (Jetavana), a drunk 
brahman approached him and asked to become a bhiksu. The Buddha ordered Ananda to shave his head 
and give him the monk’s robes. When his intoxication had worn off, the brahman was frightened, did not 
want to be a bhiksu any longer and fled. The monks asked the Buddha: “Why did you allow this drunk 
brahman to become a bhiksu?” The Buddha replied: “For numberless kalpas, this brahman did not even 
have the idea of becoming a monastic. Today, as a result of his drunkenness, he made a small resolution 
(suksmacittotpdda) thanks to which, later, he will leave the world and obtain the Path.” 

For all of these reasons, the religious life has many benefits and this is why the lay person ( avaddtavasana ), 
even though he has the fivefold discipline {pancasila ) is not like a monastic ( pravrajita ). 

The discipline (samvara) of the monastic is of four kinds, namely, the discipline of the sramanera (novice) 
and the sramnerika, that of the siksamana (probationer), that of the bhiksum and, finally, that of the bhiksu 
(monk). 


2. Morality of the sramanera. 283 

Flow do the samaneras and sramanerikas take the precepts ( silam samddadati) when they leave the world 
( pravrajyaf! 

The lay person who wishes to leave the world should find two masters: i) a preceptor ( upddhydya ), ii ) a 
tutor (acarya). 284 The upddhydya will take the place of father for him and the dcdiya, that of mother: since 
he is abandoning his natural parents, he must seek parents in the religious life. 285 


Dcvadatta. Actually, after a hundred thousand kalpas, the latter will become a pratyekabuddha with the name 
Atthissara.” 

^ 83 In its description of the ordination of the sramanera, the siksamana, the bhiksunl and the bhiksu, the Mpps is 
directly inspired by the Sarvastivadin Vinaya (T 1535) which contains an entire ordination ritual, a summary of 
which may be found in the Che song kie mo pi k’ieou yao yong, T 1439, p. 496 seq. 

284 The novice then becomes the sdrdhavihdrin of the upadhyaya and the antevasin of the acarya, but we do not 
know what distinguishes these two teachers. The duties of the sdrdhavihdrin towards the upadhyaya (Pali Vinaya, II, 
p. 222-231) are exactly the same as those of the antevasin towrds the acarya (ibid., II, p. 231). Nevertheless, the 
upadhyaya seems to have had more importance than his colleague: he plays the principal role in the ordination 
ceremonies (Vin., I, p. 56-57) and his responsibility therein is more binding (Vin. IV, p. 114-115). Buddhist 
scriptures have retained lists of upadhyayas who followed one after another in the course of time (cf. Przyluki, 
Asoka, p. 46-48), but have not transmitted the names of acaryas to posterity. In Brahmanism, on the other hand, the 
acarya was more imprtant than the upadhyaya (Manu, II, 145; Yajnavalkya, I, 35). - Cf. Oldenberg, Vinaya Texts, I, 
p. 178, n. 2). 
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Having put on the yellow robes ( kdsdydni vatthani acchdddpetvd) and having cut one’s hair and beard 
(,kesamassum ohdrdpetvd), with his two hands he should grasp [161c] the feet of his upadhaya 
( upajjhdyassa pdde vandapeti). 86 Why grasp the feet? In India, it is the custom to grasp the feet as a sign 
of respect and supreme veneration ( paramarcanapuja). 

The dcdiya should teach ( siksate ) him the ten rules ( dasasiksdpada ) 287 according to the ordination rite 
( upasampadddharma ). 

It is the same for the sramanerika except that [in place of a bhiksu] she has a bhiksunl as upddhydyikd. 

3. Morality of the siksamana. 288 

The siksamana pledges to observe the six rules (saddharma) for two years. 289 

Question. - The sramanera, possessor of the ten precepts ( dasasiksdpada ), is able to directly take the full 
discipline of the bhiksu ( paripurnasTla ) [without passing through an intermediate stage]. Why must [the 
sramanerika], in the career of the bhiksunl, go through a stage of siksamana in order to take the full 
discipline [of the bhiksunl later]? 

Answer. - When the Buddha was in this world, the wife of an eminent man ( sresthidahard), unknowingly 
pregnant ( garbhint ), left the world and took on the full discipline [making her a bhiksunl]. Subsequently 
when her pregnancy became noticeable, all the nobles blamed (jugapsd) this bhiksunl. Because of that, it 
was established that, for two years, women should practice the discipline (sHaiti siks-) by taking the six 
precepts [of the siksamana] and only after that could they take the full discipline of the bhiksunl. 290 


285 Vin. p gQ. Q Car jy 0 bhikkhave antevasikamlri puttacittam upatthapessati, antevasiko dchariyamhi 
pitucittam upatthdpessti. 

i86 Ceremony of pravrajya which, in early times was confused with that of upasampada (cf. I, p. 22). 

287 The ten siksdpada of the novice are well known in the texts: cf. Vin. I, p. 83-84). The novice must refrain from: 
1) killing ( panapata ); 2) theft ( adinnadana ); 3) impurity (abrahmacariya); 4) falsehood ( musavdda ); 5) intoxicating 
liquors ( surdmerayamajjapamadauttana ); 6) eating outside of the proper time ( vikalabhojana ); 

7) attending worldly entertainments (, naccagitavaditavisakadassana ); 8) using unguents, perfumes and ornaments on 
the body (mdldgandhavilepanadharanamandanavibhusanalthana), 9) sleeping on a high or wide bed 

( uccasayanamahasayana ); 10) accepting gold or silver (jataruparajatapatiggahana). 

288 cf T 1439 ^ p 497a 

289 The six rules of the siksamana are the same as the first six siksdpada of the sramanera. Thus the siksamana vows 
to refrain, for two years, from killing, stealing, impurity, lying, intoxicating frinks and eating outside of the proper 
time. Cf. Vin. IV, p. 319. 

290 The story of the pregnant bhiksunl is told in Pali Vin, IV, p. 317; Mahlsasaka Vin. T 1421, k. 12, p. 92a-b; 
Dharmagupta Vin. T 1428, k. 27, p. 754b; Mulasarvastivadin Vin., T 1443, k. 18, 1005c. According to the latter text, 
it concerned the bhiksunl Sthulananda, known in the Vinaya for her breaches of all kinds of disciplines. See E. 
Waldschmidt, Bruchstucke des Bhiksum-Pratimoksa des Sarvastivadins, 1926, p. 135. 
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Question. - But if she is blameworthy, why does not the siksamana wipe out the blames [in the same way 
as the bhiksuni]? 

Answer. - Because the siksamana has not taken the full discipline. She is like a child or a sevant whom 
people do not blame even if they misbehave. In the siksamana, this is the taking of the six rules. 

There are two kinds of siksamana: z) those who take the six rules when they are young girls of eighteen 
years of age (paripurndstadasa kumarika ); it) those who take the six rules when they are women having ten 
years of married life ( grhositd dasavarsa). 291 

4. Morality of the bhiksuni. 292 

When a woman wants to take full ordination [which will make her a bhiksuni], in the presence of the two 
assemblies (ubhayasamgha ), 93 she must be furnished with the fivefold robes (pancacfvara), 94 the begging 


~ 91 In the Pali Vin, the 71 st and 72 nd pacittiya condemn those who confer ordination on a girl less than twenty years 
of age ( unavisativassam kumaribhutam vutthdpeyya) or who, being already twenty years old, has not followed, for 
two years, the six rules imposed on the siksamana ( paripunnavisativassam kumaribhutam dve vassani chasu 
dhammesu asikkhitasikkham vutthdpeyya). Cf. Pali Vin., IV, p. 327-328, and for the other Vinayas, Waldschmidt, 
Bhiksuniprdtimoksa, p. 140-141. 

In the same Pali Vin., the 65 th and 66 th pacittiya condemn those who give ordination to a woman with less 
than twelve years of married life ( unadvadasavassam gihigatam vutthdpeyya) or who, having been married for 
twelve years has not, for two years, followed the six rules imposed on the siksamana ( paripunnadvadasavassam 
gihigatam dve vassani chasu dhammesu asikkhiasikkham vutthdpeyya). Cf. Pali Vin., p. 322-323. 

Thus there are two kinds of siksamana according to whether it is a matter of a girl of less than eighteen 
years or a married woman who has been married less than ten years. Since the siksamana stage lasts for two years, it 
follows that one can become a bhiksuni at twenty years old if it concerns a girl, after twelve years of married life, or 
if it concerns a married woman. Actually, the Sanskrit fragment of the Bhiksunlvacana published by C. M. Ridding 
and de La Vallee Poussin, in BSOS, I 1920, p. 133, 1. 2 distinguishes two kinds of bhiksuni, namely, the grhoshita 
dvadasavarsa and the kumarika paripurnavimsativarsa. 

292 Cf. T 1439, p. 498; Bhiksunlkarmavacana, BSOS, I, 1920, p. 123-143; Pali Vin. II, p. 271-274. 

Ordination must be sought from the twofold assembly, that of the bhiksunls and that of the bhiksus; cf. Vin., II, 
p. 255: ubhatosamghe upasampadci pariyesitabhd. - An ordination is not complete if it has not benn conferred by 
the bhiksu assembly; cf. Vin., II, p. 257: anujdndmi bhikkhave bhikkuhi bhikkhuniyo upasapadetum. - At the time of 
her ordination, the future nun, after having been received into the community of nuns, comes before the 
communityof monks and says: “I, so-and-so, wishing to receive ordination from you, having already been ordained 
before the assembly of bhiksunls ( ekatoupasampanna bhikkhumsamgha) and having been declared pure of any 
hindrance, ask for ordination from your assembly”: cf. Vin., II, p. 273-274; Bhiksunlkarmavacana, p. 133. 

294 The five robes of the bhiksuni are: 1) the samghati (coat), 2) the uttarasahga (upper robe), 3) the antaravasa 
(lower robe), 4) the samkaksikd (garment covering the sides), 

5) the kusulaka (skirt). - Cf. Vin. II, p. 272; Bhiksunlkarmavacana, p. 130, 1. 9-10; Mahavyutpatti, no. 8922-8936; 
Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 29, p. 187cl9; Mo ho seng k’i liu, T 1426, k. 30, p. 472b21-22; Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 48, 
p. 924cl3-14; Che song liu, T 1435, k. 41, p. 296a5; Yi tsing, tr. Takakusu, p. 78-79. 
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bowl (patra ), a bhiksum as preceptress ( upadhayika ) and tutor (acarint), a bhiksu as “master of discipline” 
(sfldcaiya), etc., in accordance with the ordination ritual ( upasampadadharma ). 

Generally ( samdsatah), the discipline of the bhiksum consists of 500 rules; in detail (vistaratah), of 80,000 
rules. 295 

After the third official proposal ( tritiyci karmavacana) 296 she obtains the immense discpline 
(apramanasamvara) that makes her a bhiksum. 


295 Generally, it is accepted that the discipline of the bhiksu involves 250 rules, that of the bhiksum 500 rules (see 
also P’i ni mou king, T 1463, k. 8, p. 850cl5-16; Wei Annals, ch. 114); but these round numbers are not exact. 
According to Waldschmidt, Bhiksumpratimoksa, the exact number of rules in the Pratimoksa of the various schools 
is as follows: 

Chinese Sarvastivadin: 257 (bhiksu); 365 (bhiksum) 

Sanskrit Sarvastivadin: 263; — 

Chinese Mulasarvastivadin: 245; 354 
Tibetan “ : 262; 371 

Mahavyutpatti “ : 255; — 

Mahlsasaka: 251; 380 
Mahasmamghika: 218; 290 
Dharmagupta: 250; 348 
Pali: 227; 311 

296296296296 jjjg bhiksu an( j bhiksum receive ordination by means of the jnapticaturthakakarman, “the ecclesiastical 
act where the motion (jiiapti) is fourth ( caturtha )”, which means: the (threefold) act which, with the motion, makes 
four. The act of ordination consists of a motion (jiiapti ) followed by three proposals ( karmavacana ) related to the 
acceptance of the motion by the community: 

a. The motion. - The community is requested by a learned and capable monk who says: “Let the 
community listen: So-and-so, present here, who is a student of the venerable so-and-so, wishes tp receive ordination. 
If the community is willing, let it confer the ordination: this is the motion.” 

b. The three proposals. - The monk continues: “Let the community listen: So-and-so, present here, who is 
a student of the venerable so-and-so, wishes to receive ordination. The community confers ordination to so-and-so 
with so-and-so as preceptor. Whoever is in agreement that ordination be conferred..., let him be silent. Whoever 
disagrees , let him speak.” This proposal ( karmavacana ) is repeated three times. After the third proposal ( trtiya 
karmavacana), if the community is silent, the ordination is acquired and the monk says: “So-and-so has received 
ordination from the community with so-and-so as preceptor. The community is agreed; that is why they are silent: 
thus do I understand.” 

On these ceremonies, cf. Vinaya, I, p. 56. 95 (for the bhiksu); II, p. 274 (for the bhiksum); J.Filliozat, 
Frag, du Vin. des Mulasarv., JA, 1938, p. 50: Oldenberg, Bouddha, p. 390. 

In acts of lesser importance, the motion may be followed by a single proposal instead of three; this is 
called jnaptidvitiyakarman" the ecclesiastical act where the motion is second”, i.e., the (simple) act which, with the 
motion, makes two. Cf. Oldenberg, Vinaya Texts, I, p. 169, n. 2. 
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5. Morality of the bhiksu. 291 

As for the bhiksu, he [must] hnave the three robes ( tricivara ), the begging bowl (pdtra), 29H three masters 
and a chapter of ten monks ( dasavarga ) 299 conforming to the ordination ritual ( upasampadadharma ). 

On the whole, the discipline of the bhiksu involves 250 rules; in detail, 80,000 rules. 300 

After the third proposal (trtiyd karmavacana ), 301 he obtains the immense discipline [that makes him a 
bhiksu]. 

In general, that is what is called morality or slla. 


i97 Cf. T 1439, p. 500c-5o3a: Pali Vin., I, p. 56, 94-97; F. Spiegel, Kammavakya, Liber de officiis sacerdptum 
buddhicorum, 1841. 

298 The tradition of the beggiing bowl and the three robes is part of the ritual; cf. Vin., I, p. 94: pathamam upajjham 
gahdpetabbo, upajjham gahdpetvd pattadvaram acikkhitabbam, ayan te patto, ayam samghati, ayam uttarasango, 
ayam antaravasako, gaccha amumhi akase titithahiti. 

299 The Chinese character seng (9 and 13) is the usual equivalent of the Sanskrit samgha, but when preceded by a 
number, it renders the Sanskrit dasavarga “chapter of ten monks.” Cf. J. Filliozat, Fragments du Vin. des Sarv., JA, 
1938, p. 50, n. 4. 

According to the Vinaya, the chapter must consist of ten monks to confer ordination (Vin., I, p. 319); 
however, in central India ( majjhima janapada) where there are fewer monks, a chapter of five monks can validly 
confer ordination (Vin., I, p. 197, 319). 

300 See above, p. 850F, n. 2. 

301 See above, p. 850F, n. 3. 
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CHAPTER XXIII: THE VIRTUE OF MORALITY (p. 853F) 


[162a] Question. - Now that we know the characteristics of morality (s hilalaksana), what is the virtue of 
morality ( silaparamitd )? 

Answer. - 1) Some say that the virtue of morality is the morality of the bodhjsattva who prefers to lose his 
life rather than break the smallest precept. As was said above in the Sou t’o sou mo wang king 
(Sutasomarajasutra) 3 , the bodhisattva sacrifices his life to keep the precpts. 

[Jdtaka of the flayed Naga]. ' m - In a previous lifetime, the Bodhisattva was a very powerful poisonous 
dragon ( visandga ). All beings perished before him, the weak merely at the sight of him, the strong, at his 
breath. 

Having undertaken the discipline of one day ( ratridivasasTla ), this naga started to look for a retreat and 
entered the forest. Having remained in meditation ( manasikdra) for a long time, he tired himself out and 
fell asleep. Now it is the rule among the nagas, when they sleep, to take the form ( samsthdna) of a snake. 
The body of he naga bore an inscription in which the seven jewels ( saptaratna ) mingled their brilliance. 
Some hunters ( vyddha, lubdhaka), seeing him, were astonished and said: “Such a skin ( tvac -) is 
extraordinary ( adbhuta ) and rare ( durlabha ); should we not offer it to the king as an adornment?” 

302 The Sutasomajataka has been recounted fully above, Traite, I, p. 260-263F. In addition to the references already 
given, we may add Rastrapalapariprccha, ed. Finot, p. 22; P’ou sa pen hing king, T 155, k. 2, p. 119b; Che teou sou 
t’o so king, T 164, p. 392. 

303 This jataka shpows some resemblance to the Campeyya (no. 506) and especially to the Bhuridattajataka (no. 
543): there too the nagas are practicing the uposathakamma and offer to those who want them their skin, their 
muscles, their bones and their blood (cf. Pali Jataka, VI, p. 169); their deeds are presented as illustrations of 
sllaparamita (cf. Cariyapitaka, p. 85-86; tr. Law, p. 108-109). However, the present tale seems to evoke a famous site 
near Bamyan, well- known from descriptions given by Foucher, Notes sur I’itineraire de Hiuan tsang en 
Afghanistan, Etudes Asiatiques, I, p. 261-262: La vielle route de I’Inde de Bactres a Taxila, I, 1942, p. 130-132, pi. 

28. To the west of the city, below the confluence of two streams, there is a rocky cliff three hundred meters long and 
facing north-south; red lichens cover its sides; a long fissure splits the rock in two; the southern end is whitened by 
many deposits of coarse mineral. With the help of imagination, the Buddhists of the 1 st century were able to see, in 
the rocky cliff, the giant snake of the present jataka or another analogous to it; the fault in the rock evoked for them 
the knife that will begin his torture; the red lichens recalled “his bloody flesh scattered about on the ground”; 
wanting to get the mineral deposit to plunge his body into it to the quick, the snake, attacked by insects, immobilized 
himself so as not to crush them. - It is true that at the time of Hiuan tsang, this rocky cliff, to Buddhists, evoked 
rather the gigantic image of a Buddha in nirvana: “Two or three li to the east (correction?, to the west) of the royal 
city, in a samgharama, there is a recumbent statue of the Buddha in nirvana, more than a thousand feet long” (Si yu 
ki, T 2087, k. 1, p. 873b). But the old jataka of the flayed naga has passed into Muslim legend as the dragon Ajdaha, 
a legend which archeologists have collected on the spot from the natives of Bamyan: the rocky crest is none other 
than the corpse of Ajdaha, the great dragon that desolated the country and which Hazrat Ali, the cousin and son-in- 
law of the Prophet, had already slain. 
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Immediately they crushed the snake’s head with a stick and cut off his skin with a knife. The naga said to 
himself: '‘My strength is miraculous (rddhika); if I spread out over this land, it would be turned over like 
one’s hand. How can these men, tiny things, engage me? But today when I am observing the discipline, I 
have no care for my life; I will follow the teachings of he Buddha ( buddhavacana ).” Thereupon, fortifying 
himself with patience, he closed his eyes and did not look; he held his breath and did not breathe for, out of 
compassion ( anukampd) for these men, [he wanted to spare them]. To keep the discipline, he resolutely 
(ekacittena ) suffered the torture of flaying, without feeling any regret. Thus he lost his skin and his bloody 
flesh was scattered on the ground. When the hot sun started its journey around the earth, the naga wanted to 
get to a large expanse of water [to cool off]; he then saw that small insects ( knni ) were coming to eat him; 
to keep the discipline, he dared not move [out of fear that he would crush them]. He said to himself: 
“Today I give the gift of my body to the insects; it is in order to reach buddhahood that I give my flesh and 
sacrifice my life; later, when I am a Buddha, I will follow this [good] resolution by practicing the 
generosity of the Dharma (dharmaddna).” After taking this oath (pranidhdna ), his body dried up and he 
died. He was then reborn in the second heaven ( svarga ), that of the Trayastrimsa. 

The poisonous dragon of that time was the Buddha Sakyamuni; the hunters were Devadatta and the six 
heretic masters; the little insects were the [162b] 80,000 devas who found the Path when the Buddha 
Sakyamuni turned the wheel of Dharma the first time. 

In order to keep the [precepts, the bodhisattva sacrifices his life; he is steadfast ( niyata ) and without regret. 
That is why it is called the virtue of morality. 

2) In order to reach buddhahood, the bodhisattva who observes morality makes the following great vow 
(pranidhdna ): “I wish to save beings; I am not seeking the happiness of the present existence nor of future 
existence (ihaparatrasukha ); I do not seek glory (yasas ) or fame ( prasamsa ). I do not seek to enter nirvana 
later; I have in view only the beings fallen into the great stream (mahdsrotas ) [of transmigration], deceived 
by desire ( kdma ) and bewildered by stupidity (moha ); I wish to save them and lead them to the other shore 
{para). I will observe morality attentively ( ekacittena ) in order to be reborn in a good place ( kusalasthdna ); 
being reborn in a good place, I will meet good people (satpurusa); meeting good people, I will give rise to 
wisdom (prajnd); giving rise to wisdom, I will come to practice the six virtues (satpdramitd); practicing the 
six virtues, I will reach buddhahood.” Such morality is called the virtue of morality. 

3) Furthermore, the mind of the bodhisattva who is observing morality is good (kusala) and pure 
( parisuddha ); he is not afraid of the unfortunate destinies {durgati) and has no wish to be reborn among the 
gods; he seeks only goodness and purity and perfumes ( vdsayati ) his mind with the aid of morality so as to 
make it better. That is the virtue of morality. 

4) Moreover, the bodhisattva who observes morality in the spirit of great compassion (mahakarunacitta) 
reaches buddhahood, and that is what is called the virtue of morality. 

5) Moreover, by observing morality, the bodhisattva gives rise to six virtues and this fact constitutes the 
virtue of morality. 
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a. Why does morality give rise to morality? On leaving the fivefold morality [of the upasaka], one reaches 
the tenfold morality of the sramanera. On leaving the morality of the sramanera, one takes up the morality 
of discipline ( samvarasfla ) [that characterizes the bhiksu]. On leaving the morality of discipline, one 
reaches the morality resulting from dhydna. On leaving the morality of dhyana, one reaches pure morality 
(andsravasfla). In this way morality gives birth to morality. 

b. How does morality give rise to generosity (ddnafl There are three kinds of gifts: z) the material gift 
(amisadana), ii) the gift of the Dharma ( dharmaddna ), and Hi) the gift of fearlessness ( abhayaddna ). 

The morality that abstains from encroaching on the good of others constitutes the “material gift”. - Beings 
who witness this value this behavior. [By means of his example], the moral person preaches the Dharma to 
them and opens up their intellect. He says: “By carefully observing pure morality, I will be a venerable 
field of merit (punyaksetra ) for all beings; thus all beings, [being inspired by my example], will earn 
immense merit ( apramdnapunya ).” All beings fear death; morality which forbids tormenting them 
constitutes the “gift of fearlessness.” 

Moreover, the bodhisattva says: “I will observe morality and, as reward for this morality, for all beings I 
will be a noble cakravartin king or a king of JambudvTpa. If I become a king of the gods ( devardja ), I will 
load all beings with wealth and there will be no more poor people; later, seated under the Bodhi tree, I will 
conquer king Mara and destroy his armies; I will realize supreme buddhahood, I will preach the pure 
Dharma to all beings and will take 

[162c] innumerable beings across the ocean of old age (jatd), sickness ( vyddhi ) and death ( marana ).” This 
is how morality gives rise to the virtue of generosity. 

c. How does generosity give rise to patience ( kshdnti )? The moral person says to himself: “Today I am 
observing morality to control my mind. If this morality is without patience, I will fall into hell. Even by not 
violating the precepts, if I have no patience, I will not escape the evil destinies. How then can I give myself 
up to anger and not control my thoughts since it is only because of the mind that one enters into the three 
evil destinies? This is why one must love individual effort, diligence and cultivate patience. Besides, the 
ascetic who wishes to affirm his moral virtue must exercise patience. Why? Because patience is the great 
power that consolidates morality and makes it immutable. ’’Also he says: “Today that I have abandoned the 
world ( pravrajita ) and my appearance distinguishes me from a worldly person, how could I give myself up 
to my emotions like people of the world? It is necessary to try to arm one’s mind with patience. By means 
of patience of body and speech ( kdyavdkksdnti ), the mind acquires patience. If the mind is not patient, the 
body and speech are not either. This is why the ascetic must use patience of body, speech and mind to 
break any movement of anger ( krodha ). Besides, in general ( samdsatah), this morality involves eighty-four 
thousand items; in detail ( vistararah), an immense number ( aprameya ) of items. What should I do in 
order to observe the innumerable rules of morality at once? It is only by patience that I will have command 
over all morality.” When a person has committed a crime against the king, the king takes the guilty person 
and puts him into a cart armed with swords; on the six sides of the cart there are sharp points leaving no 
spaces; the cart goes off at a gallop without choosing a path. If the man succeeds in staying alive without 
being wounded by the swords, it will be as though he had been put to death but without dying. It is the 
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same for the moral man: his morality is the shaip swords; patience keeps him alive. If his patience is not 
strong, morality will wound this man. An old man or a night-walker stumbles if he has no stick; patience is 
the stick of morality that helps that man reach the Path; being the cause and condition of happiness, it is 
immutable. This is how morality gives rise to the virtue of patience. 

d. How does morality give rise to exertion ( vTrya )? The moral person excludes all carelessness ( pramada ); 
by personal effort, he cultivates the peerless Dharma (, anuttaradharma ); he renounces worldly happiness 
and penetrates into the holy Dharma; he makes the resolution to seek nirvana and save all beings; with this 
great thought, he has no more laziness, for he seeks the Buddha above all. This is how morality can give 
rise to exertion. 

Moreover, the moral person abhors the sorrows of the world ( lokaduhkha ) and the sufferings of old age, 
sickness and death; he develops exertion to free himself and save beings. 

[The exertion of the jackal ]. - A jackal (srgala) was living in a forest with the lions ( simha ) and tigers 
(vyaghra ), looking for the prey left by these animals. Once when he was hungry and tired, in the middle of 
the night he jumped over the ramparts of the city and entered into a house. Not finding the meat he was 
looking for, he went to sleep in a hiding-place ( rahasisthana ) and did not awaken until night had passed. 
Frightened and bewildered, he did not know what to do: to leave was to risk not being able to escape; to 
stay was to condemn [163a] himself to death. Finally he resolved to die and he lay down on the ground. 
Some passers-by saw him; one of them said that he needed a jackal’s ear ( karna ) and cut off his ear; the 
jackal said to himself: “Cutting off an ear is painful, but I am happy to save my life.” Another man said that 
he needed a jackal’s tail ( puccha ), cut off his tail and went away; the jackal said to himself: “Painful as it is 
to have my tail cut off, that is only a small thing.” Finally, a third passer-by said that he needed a jackal’s 
tooth (i danta ); but the jackal said to himself: “The enthusiasts are too many; if they want to take my head, 
my life is over.” Immediately he got up and using the power of his wisdom, he jumped across an irrigation 
ditch and was able to save himself. 

It is the same for the ascetic who wants to escape from suffering: when old age (jam) comes, he tries to 
reassure himself; he does not become saddened and applies exertion; also in the case of sickness (vyddhi), 
as long as there is hope, he does not worry; when death ( marana ) comes and he knows there is no more 
hope, he exerts himself and, arming himself with courage and zeal, he redoubles his energy; from the 
sphere of death, he will finally reach nirvana. The practice of morality is like drawing the bow. The archer 
first looks for even ground; once he is on even ground, he fixes his attention; having fixed his attention, he 
bends the bow fully; having bent the bow, he releases the bow-string. Here the level ground is morality; the 
bow is fixed attention; the bending of the bow is exertion; the arrow is wisdom; the enemy is ignorance. If 
one can use one’s strength and exertion thus, one will certainly reach the great Path and will save beings. 

Finally thanks to exertion, the moral person controls his five instincts and does not feel the five objects of 
desire (pahcakdmaguna ). When his mind escapes from him, he grabs hold of it and brings it back. Morality 
keeps guard over the senses ( indriya ); guarding the senses, it gives rise to rapture ( dhydna ); producing 
rapture, it gives birth to wisdom ( prajna); creating wisdom, it leads to Buddhahood. This is how morality 
gives rise to the virtue of exertion. 
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e. How does morality give rise to rapture ( dhydna )? There are three actions ( karman ) by which a person 
does good; if the physical action ( kayakarman ) or the vocal action ( vdkkarman ) is good, the mental action 
( manaskarman ) tends spontaneously ( svatah) towards the good. A twining plant ( kutilatrna ) growing in the 
midst of hemp is stunted in its growth; thus the power of morality can destroy all the fetters {samyojana). 
How does it destroy them? When one does not observe morality, as soon as a reason for hatred 
( dvesavastu ) arises, a thought of killing ( atipatacitta ) is produced; as soon as a reason for desire arises, a 
thought of lust is produced. On the other hand, even if he experiences a little anger, the moral man does not 
conceive any thought of killing; even if he experiences sensual attraction, he feels no lust. This is how 
morality leads all the fetters to destruction. When the fetters are destroyed, rapture ( dhydna ) and 
concentration ( samddhi ) are easy to obtain. Just as death takes place easily for a sick person or an old 
person who has lost their strength, so rapture and concentration are easy to obtain when the fetters are 
destroyed. 

Moreover, the human mind always and incessantly seeks for pleasure and debauchery; the ascetic who 
observes morality renounces the worldly joys and his mind is without carelessness ( apramada ); this is why 
he obtains rapture [163b] and concentration easily. 

Moreover, the moral person obtains rebirth among humans, then among the six classes of gods of the desire 
realm ( kdmadeva ), then in the form realm (rupadhatu); if he breaks the characteristic marks of matter 
(rupanimitta), he is reborn in the formless realm (arupyadhatu ); if his morality is pure ( parisuddha ) he 
breaks all the fetters ( samyojana ) and attains arhathood; if he observes morality with the great mind [of 
Bodhi] and has compassion for all beings, he is a bodhisattva. 

Moreover, morality moderates coarse ( sthula ) appetites and rapture accommodates subtle ( suksma ) 
appetites. 

Moreover, morality governs body and speech while rapture stops distractions ( viksiptacitta ). Just as a man 
whose room is upstairs cannot get up to it without a staircase so, without the ladder of morality, one cannot 
reach rapture. 

Finally, the wind of the fetters ( samyojanavdyu ) is violent and scatters the mind in the person who 
transgresses morality; his mind being scattered, he does not reach rapture. In the moral person, the wind of 
the passions ( klesavdyu ) is weak and does not scatter the mind too much; rapture and concentration are easy 
to obtain. 

For all these reasons, morality gives rise to rapture. 

f How does morality give rise to wisdom (prajhaft The moral person sees the characteristics of morality 
and knows from where it derives its existence. He knows that it derives its origin from sins (dpatti) for, if 
there were no sins [killing, etc.], there would be no morality [abstention from killing, etc.]. Such is the 
nature of morality: it is the result of causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ). Then why become attached 
(i abhinivesa ) to it? It is like the lotus ( utpala ): it comes from the foul mud; beautiful as its colors may be, its 
place of origin is impure; from that we understand that one should not be attached to it. This is how 
morality gives rise to wisdom. 
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Moreover, the moral person says to himself: ‘‘We claim that morality is noble ( pranita ) and that we should 
keep it, that immorality is vile (hfna) and that we should avoid it. Such an idea does not correspond to 
wisdom. According to the judgment of wisdom, the mind is not attached to morality; there is nothing there 
to grasp, nothing to let go of.” This is how morality gives birth to the virtue of wisdom. 

Moreover, the person who does not observe morality, even though he has keen knowledge (tiksnajndna), 
seeks common occupations and keeps busy in every way finding means of livelihood; the organ of 
knowledge (jnanendriya) becomes dulled little by little, like a slicing blade, if used to cut clay becomes 
more and more chipped. The monastic who observes morality and is not occupied with the business of the 
world always contemplates ( samanupasyati ) the absence of characteristics (, animitta ) which makes up the 
true nature of all dharmas. Even though originally he has only weak faculties ( mrdvindriya ), [his 
knowledge] becomes sharper gradually. For all these reasons, one can say that morality gives rise to the 
virtue of wisdom. Thus the virtue of morality gives rise to the six virtues. 

6) Furthermore, the bodhisattva who observes morality does not know fear ( bhaya ); he is free of confusion 
(moha), hesitation (kdnksd) and doubt (samsaya); he does not aspire personally for nirvana; he observes 
morality solely in the interests of all beings, in order to reach buddahood and acquire all the Buddha 
attributes. This characteristic constitutes the virtue of morality. 

7) Moreover, [in the words of the sutra, above, p. 770F], the bodhisattva “is based on the non-existence of 
sin and its opposite” (dpattyandpattyanadhydpattitdm updddyd), and this constitutes the virtue of morality. 

[163c] Question. - If morality consists of avoiding evil and practicing good, why speak of the non¬ 
existence of sin and its opposite? 

Answer. - Speaking of their non-existence is neither wrong view ( mithyadrsti ) nor gross conception 
( sthulacitta ); if one penetrates deeply into the nature of dharmas and if one cultivates the meditative 
stabilization of emptiness ( sunyatdsamddhi ), one sees by the eye of wisdom ( prajndcaksus ) that sin (dpatti) 
does not exist. If sin does not exist, its opposite, absence of sin ( andpatti ) doe not exist either. Besides, if 
the being does not exist, the sin of killing ( atipdtdpatti ) does not exist either; if the sin does not exist, the 
discipline (sda) that forbids it does not exist either. Why? There must be a sin of killing in order that the 
forbidding of killing exist; but since there is no sin of killing, its forbidding does not exist. 

Question. - Beings presently exist; would you say that they do not exist? 

Answer. - That which is seen by the fleshly eye ( mamsacaksus ) is not right seeing ( darsana ); if one uses 
the eye of wisdom ( prajnahaksus ), one will see that there are no beings. As was said above (p. 724F) in 
regard to generosity, there is neither donor ( ddyaka ) nor recipient ( pratigrahaka ) nor thing given ( deya ); it 
is the same here. 

Moreover, if the being ( sattva ) existed, it would be the same as the five aggregates ( skandha ) or different 
from them. If it were identical with the five skandhas, the skandhas being five and the sentient being being 
one, five would equal one and one would equal five. An exchange market where five would equal one 
would find no taker. Why? Because one does not make five. This is why we know that the five skandhas do 
not make up one single being. - Moreover, the five skandhas that arise ( utpanna ) and perish ( niruddha ) are 
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of impermanent nature ( anityalaksana ), whereas the being’s nature is to pass from one existence to the next 
by accumulating sins (dpatti) and merits ( punya ) in the three worlds ( traidhatuka ). If the five skandhas are 
confused with the being, the latter would be like plants (, trna ) and trees ( kdstha ) which, arising 
spontaneously and perishing spontaneously, are unaffected by the bond of sin (dpattibandhana) and by 
liberation ( vimoksa ). Thus we know that the five skandhas are not the being. 

That a being exists outside of the skandhas has already been refuted above when it was a question of the 
eternity and omnipresence of the atman (cf. p. 740F). Besides, the view of self (atmadrsti) does not arise 
outside of the five skandhas. If a being existed outside of the five skandhas, it would be eternal and, if it 
were eternal, it would escape birth (jati) and death ( marana ). Why? Because birth is to be after not having 
been, and death is to perish after having been born. If beings were eternal, they would fill up the five 
destinies (pancagati ). Being eternal from the very beginning, would they return into existence? Free of 
birth, they would also be free of death. 

Question. - It is certain that the being exists; why do you say that it does not exist? There is a dharma, 
‘being’, that has the five skandhas as causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ), just as the dharma ’hand’ exists 
as a result of the five fingers ( anguli ). 

Answer. - This statement is false. If a dharma, ‘being’, existed as a result of the five skandhas, the 
existence of this dharma ‘being’ would not be conceived apart or outside of the five skandhas. The eye 
(caksus) sees color ( rupa ), the ear ( srotra ) hears sound ( sabda ), the nose ( ghrdna ) smells odor (gandha ), 
the tongue (jihvd) tastes flavor (rasa), the body (kayo) feels touch ( sprastavya ) and the mind ( manas) 
cognizes dharmas; but all of that is empty [164a] ( sunya ) and free of substantial self ( andtman ). There is no 
being distinct from these six things. The heretics ( tirthika ), who believe the reverse, claim that the being is 
the eye that sees colors, etc., up to,., the mind that cognizes dharmas. Or else, they are of the opinion that 
the being is the mind that experiences suffering or pleasure. Those who share this view do not know the 
reality of the being. 

[The trick of the self-interested disciples ]. - There was a very virtuous venerable disciple. The people who 
claimed he was an arhat brought him masses of offerings. Later, he became sick and died. Fearing to lose 
the offerings [that were brought to him], his disciples took away his body during the night and arranged the 
coverings and pillows on his bed so that one would have said that the teacher was there lying on his bed. To 
those who came to ask about the condition of the sick man, the disciples said: “Don’t you see his bed¬ 
clothes and pillows on the bed?” Without looking into the matter, the foolish people thought the teacher 
was sick and in bed, and went away after having made their offerings. This happened several times. There 
was, however, an intelligent man who came to enquire about him; the disciples gave him the same answer. 
But this intelligent man replied: “I didn’t ask you about the bed-clothes and the pillows on the bed; I asked 
you about the man.” Taking away the covers, he looked for his teacher, but there was no one there. [Here 
too], outside of the six objects, there is no atman. Similarly, there is no individual who cognizes (jndnin) or 
who sees (darhin). 

Furthermore, if the being existed in the five skandhas as in its causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ), the 
five skandhas being transitory, the being also would be transitory. Why? Because there is a similarity 
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(sadrsya ) between result (phala ) and its cause ( hetu ). Being transitory, this being would not go on to a 
future existence (aparajannum). 

Furthermore, if, as you claim, the being existed eternally from the very beginning, then the being would 
have to give birth to the five skandhas, whereas the five skandhas could not give birth to the being. Now as 
causes and conditions, the five skandhas give rise [only] to a metaphor of being ( sattvanamasamketa ), and 
the fool chases after this name in search of a reality. This is why the being is really non-existent. Since the 
being does not exist, there is no sin in murder, and since murder does not exist, there is no discipline (sTla) 
to forbid it. 

Furthermore, if one examines the five skandhas deeply, one will know by the analysis that they are empty 
(sunya) like visions in a dream (svapnadarsana), like reflections in a mirror (adarsanabimba). In killing a 
vision in a dream or reflection in a mirror, one is not committing murder. Similarly, by killing a being, i.e., 
the five skandhas that have emptiness as nature ( simyatdnimitta ), one does not commit a fault. 

Finally, the person who hates sin (dpatti) and is attached to its opposite ( andpatti ), feels scorn ( avamdna ) 
and pride ( abhimdna ) when he sees someone transgress the precepts; he feels affection ( anunaya ) and 
respect ( satkdra ) when he sees an honest man observing the precepts, Such a morality is a generating cause 
(dpattisamutthdpakahetnpratyaya) of sin. Consequently we say [with the sutra] that it is necessary to fulfill 
the virtue of morality by being based on the non-existence of sin and its opposite. 
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CHAPTER XXIV 304 : THE VIRTUE OF PATIENCE (p. 865F) 


[164b] Sutra'. It is necessary to fulfill the virtue of patience by being based on non-turbulence of the mind 
(ksantiparamita paripurayitavyd aksobhanatam updddya). 


I. DEFINITION AND DIVISION OF PATIENCE 


Sdstra. - Question. - What is ksdntil 

Answer. - In the language of Ts’in, ksdnti means patience. 

There are two kinds of patience: z) the patience toward beings ( sattvaksdnti ); ii) the patience toward the 
Dharma ( dharmaksdnti ). The bodhisattva who practices patience toward beings acquires immense merit 
(i apramdnapunya ); the bodhisattva who practices patience toward the Dharma acquires immense wisdom 
(apramdnaprajna). Endowed with these two benefits, merit and wisdom, he obtains the realization of all 
his wishes (yathestasiddhi ): he is like the person who, having eyes and feet, can go wherever he wishes. 
The bodhisattva who encounters insult or injury, who is struck by sword or stick, knows, on thinking about 
it, that the cause of it is his [previous] actions, that the dharmas, both internal (adhydtmam) as well as 
external (, bahyam ) are absolutely empty (, atyantasunya ), without substantial self ( andtman ), not possessed 
by a “me” ( andtmya ). The threefold seal of the Dharma (dharmamudra) 311 ' is imprinted on all dharmas and, 
although they have the power to bring a painful retribution, the bodhisattva withstands them without feeling 
annoyance ( dustacitta ) or speaking abusively. 

At the same time, patience is called the production of a certain mental event ( caitasikadharma ): when one 
has it, patience and knowledge become stable, like a painting owes its resistance to the glue. 


304 The virtue of patience does not play a large role in the Lesser Vehicle: a short praise in DIgha, II, p. 49: khantf 
paramam tapo titikkhd rtibbdnam paramam vadanti Buddha, and in Samyutta, I, p. 226: khantiya bhiyyo na vijjati', a 
brief definition in Dhammasangani, 230: Yd khanti khamanata adhivasanatd acandikkam anasuropo attamanata 
cittasa, ayam viccati khanti. But the opposite sin, anger, hatred or aversion ( krodha, dvesa, pratigha) is often 
condemned. 

The Greater Vehicle, on the other hand, attaches great importance to patience: it distinguishes three main 
kinds: parapakaramarsanaksanti, pardoning injuries; duhkhddhivdsandksanti, withstanding suffering; 
dharmanidhyanadhimoksaksanti, meditating on the Dharma and adhering to it. See, among other sources, 
Sutralamkara, ed.Levi, p. 108; Bodh. bhumi, p. 189-199; Siksasamuccaya, p. 179-188 (tr. Bendall-Rouse, p. 175- 
183); Bodhicaryavatara and Panjika, ch. VI (tr. Lav. O. 49-69); Samgraha, p. 191; Siddhi, p. 621; Ta fang kouang, T 
279, k. 44, p. 232b sq. 

305 The three seals of the Dharma will be defined below, k. 15, p. 170a. 
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Some say that there are two kinds of good minds (kusalacitta), one coarse (sthula), the other subtle 
(suksma), the former being patience, the latter, rapture ( dhydna ). As long as one has not acquired rapture, 
spiritual joy ( priti ) is only able to mask {praticchddana ) sins: this is called patience; when one has acquired 
rapture, this joy can avoid all sin: this is called rapture. 

Patience is a mental event ( caitasikadharma ) associated with the mind ( cittasamprayukta ) and 
accompanying the mind ( cittanusarin ); it is not an action ( karman ) or the retribution of an action 
(kannavipdka ) but a companion of action ( karmasnusarin ). 

According to some, it belongs to two realms ( dhdtudvaydvacara ) (desire realm and form realm]. According 
to others, it belongs only to the desire realm ( kamadhatvavacara ) or to no realm (, anavacara ); [it would be 
foreign to the form realm] for there are no external annoyances to be withstood in the form realm 
(rupadhatu). 

Patience is impure ( sdsrava ) or pure ( andsrava ), for it is found among worldly people as well as in the 
saints (diya). 

The patience that puts an obstacle (dvrnoti) to the bad instincts of one’s own mind or the mind of another 
( svaparacittakusaladharma ) is said to be good ( kusala ). Since it is good, there is suppression ( samuccheda ) 
or non-suppression ( asamuccheda ) of thinking ( manasikdra ). All this is fully analyzed in the Abhidharma. 


II. PATIENCE TOWARD BEINGS 


Question. - What is patience toward beings ( sattvaksanti )? 

Answer. - There are two kinds of beings for the bodhisattva: i) those who cover him with respect ( satkara ) 
and veneration (pujd), ii) those who hate him, insult him, strike him and torment him. The bodhisattva is 
able to withstand both kinds: he does not like the man who flatters him; he does not hate the man who 
harms him. That is patience toward beings. 


1. Indifference toward sycophants. 

Question. - Can there be patience in the face of respect and veneration? 

Answer. - There are two kinds of fetters: i) those that depend on affection (anunayapatita ); ii) those that 
depend on aversion {pratighapatita ). Respect and veneration do not give birth to aversion but lead to 
affection ( anunaya ) and attachment ( ahinivesa); these are skillful seducers and this is why it is necessary to 
cultivate indifference toward them without becoming attached to them and without liking them. How does 
one remain insensible to them? By thinking about their impermanence ( anityatd) and [by knowing] that 
they are a source of fetters ( samyojanopapattisthana ). Thus the Buddha said: “Profit and honors 
( labhasatkdra) are a deep wound ( vrana ). Just as a wound cuts through the skin ( chavi ) into the flesh 
(mamsa) to the bone ( asthi ), breaks the bone and penetrates to the marrow (asthiminja), so the man 
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attached to profit and honors cuts the skin of morality ( silacchavi ), breaks the flesh of rapture 
(i dhyanamamsa ), crushes the bone of wisdom ( prajnasthi ) and loses the marrow of the subtle good mind 
(suksmakusalacittamihjd).” 06 


[164c] [Devadatta, the victim of profit and honors] 301 


306 Actually, the Buddha did not compare greed and ambition to a wound but to the torture of a hair-rope 
(valarajju ): see the Rajjusutta of Samyutta, II, p. 238, which the Mpps has cited more accurately above, Trade, p. 
234F. 

307 The story of Devadatta is of considerable interest from the point of view of the formation of Buddhist legends 
and scriptures; see Kern, Histoire , I, p. 186-206; Manual, p. 38-40; T. W. Rhys-Davids, Devadatta, ERE,IV, p.676- 
677. Thomas, Life of Buddha, p. 131-138. Here is a brief account of the sources: 

1) The Suttapitaka makes only brief allusions to Devadatta: the Dlgha has not a single word about him; the 
Majjhima and the Samyutta know him as a man of evil desires (Sam.,II, p. 156), lost in greed and ambition (Maj., I, 
p. 192); Sam, II, p. 240-242), condemned to hell (Maj., I, p. 392). The Anguttara is better informed; but, except for a 
single passage (An., IV, p. 402 seq.), all the places dealing with Devadatta seem to be borrowed word for word from 
the Pali Vinaya (An., II, p. 73 = Vin., II, p. 188; An,, II, P, 123 = Vin., II, p. 185; An., IV, p. 160, 164 - Vin„ II, p. 
202) and may be considered as interpolations. Similarly, the Udana, p. 60, is taken from Vin., II, p. 198; Ittivuttaka, 
p. 85 is taken from Vin., II, p. 203. 

The Chinese Agamas do not seem to know the famous heretic any better, except for the Ekottara of late 
date and encyclopedic nature, which tells the story of Devadatta in hill detail (T 125, k. 47, p. 803b-806a). 

The Mahasmghikas are limited to presenting Devadatta as the Buddha’s cousin and rival in childhood (cf. 
Mahavastu, II, p. 74; III, p. 176 seq.; Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, k. 12, p. 705b-c), but seem to be unaware of the 
schism he provoked in the community; according to them, Devadatta was not part of the order because the Buddha 
had refused to ordain him: cf. Mahavastu, III, p. 181,1. 3; T 190, k. 59, o. 923c (tr. Beal. Romantic Legend, p. 380). 
It may be that the Mahasa a ghikas separated from the Sthaviras before the legend of Devadatta was completed. 

2) The Vinayas and the sources that depend on them give us plenty of infonnation on the collusion 
between Devadatta and Ajatasatru, the schism which he caused in the community, the plots which he concocted 
against the Buddha, as well as his fall into hell. But here again it is necessary to distinguish between two groups of 
Vinaya: 

a. The Pali Vinaya (II, p. 182-203; tr. Rh. D-Oldenberg, III, p. 224-265) as well as its two tributaries, the 
Vin of the Mahlsasakas (T 1421, k. 25, p. 164a-166b) and that of the Dhannaguptas (T 1428, k. 46, p. 909b-910c), 
know the main features of the legend only. It seems that in the Pali language these became congealed in the Vinaya, 
for later sources such as the Jataka II, p. 355-358; Iv, p. 158-159; V, p. 333-337; VI, p. 129-131, and the 
Dhammapadatthakatha, I, p. 133-150) show no appreciable evolution. 

b. On the other hand, the Sarvativadin sources developed the story of Devadatta considerably and inserted 
a number of unedited episodes. To be convinced of this, it is enough to glance at the lengthy pages which the 
Sarvastivadin Vinaya and related texts have dedicated to him: Sarvastivadin Vin, T 1435, k. 257a-271a; 
Mulasarvastivadin Vin., T 1450, k. 13-14, p. 168a-174c; k. 20, p. 203; T 1464, k. 2, p. 859a-860a(cf. Rockhill, Life, 
p. 83-87, 92, 94, 106-107). From these developed sources, the Mpps has borrowed the complete biography of 
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[Vocation], - When the Buddha returned to the land of Kia p’i lo p’o (Kapilavastu) for the first time, he 
was accompanied by 1250 bhiksus, all brahmacarins; since they had been worshippers of fire ( agni ), their 
appearance was miserable; since they had practiced fasting and asceticism, their bodies were emaciated. 
King Tsing fan (Suddhodana) said to himself: “My son’s companions {parivara ), although animated by 
pure intention ( cittavisuddhi ), are really not good-looking. I am going to choose among my sons and 
grandsons; each family will give one of their members to be a disciple of the Buddha.” Having had this 
thought, he published an edict in the land enjoining certain young men of the nobility of the Sakyas to leave 
home and go forth ( pravrajya). It was then that Devadatta, son of king Hou fan (Dronodana), 30 '* left 
home practiced the Path and recited the 60,000 items of the Dharma (dharmaskandha) 310 . For twelve years 
he pursued his efforts zealously. 311 


Devadatta of which it gives a summary here. The Memoirs of Hiuan Tsang repeat it in almost the same words: Cf. Si 
yu ki, T 2087, k. 5, p.899a-900a (tr. Beal, II, p. 8-9; Watters, I, p. 390). 

30S On the forced vocation of 500 young Sakyas, see above, Traite, I, p. 176-177F and the notes. Suddhodana’s 
intervention was unfortunate for , among these young men, “some of them, well disposed, tasted the joy of the path, 
others found no joy in it.” The Buddha did not approve of his father’s initiative; three times he advised Devadatta to 
remain in the world, but the latter “shaved his head and beard and put on the kasayci of the monk”; then he studied 
with the bhiksu Sieou lo t’o (Suradha) who taught him the precepts and the discipline ( sTlasamvara ) and the bases of 
miraculous power (rddhipada ): Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 47, p. 802b-c. 

309309 According to the Mpps (T 1509, k. 3, p. 83cl; k. 14, p. 164c7) and Hiuan tsang (T 2087, k. 6, p. 900a2), 
Devadatta was the son of Dronodana. Other sources say that his father was Suprabuddha (Mahavamsa, II, v. 21, p. 
14; Dhammapadattha, III, p. 44), Amrtodana (K’i che king, T 24, k. 10, p. 364b5-6; K’i che yin pen king, T 25, k. 
10,p. 419b7-8; Che eul yeou king, T 195, p. 146c9-10; Ken pen chouo ... p’o seng che; T 1450, k. 2, p. 105al8; 
Rockhill, Life, p. 13) or Suklodana (Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 14, p. 101bl7). 

310 Thus he knew three-quarters of the Dharma which consists of 80,000 items (see Kosa, I, p. 46). The Tch’ou yao 
king, T 212, k. 14, p. 687b 11, also attributes 60,000 items to Devadatta, but Hiuan tsang (T 2087, k. 6, p. 900a3-4) 
says 80,000. 

311 Devadatta’s efforts lasted twelve years. This detail is also found in Che song liu, T 1435, k. 36, p. 257a8, and Si 
yu ki, T 2087, k. 6, p. 900a2. 
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[Conquest of the supernatural powers ]. 312 Later, coveting honor ( satkdra ) and gain ( labha ), he went to find 
the Buddha to ask him to teach him the supernatural powers (abhijhd). 3 The Buddha said to him: 
“Gautama, consider the impermanence of the five aggregates ( pancaskandhanityata): this is how you will 
be able to find the Path and, at the same time, obtain the supernatural powers”; however, the Buddha did 
not teach him the means of acquiring them. Devadatta went away and made the same request of Sariputra, 
Maudgalyayana and up to five hundred arhats, but all of them were silent about the method, saying: 
“Consider the impermanence of the five aggregates: you will thus find the Path and at the same time 
acquire the supernatural powers.” Devadatta wept with vexation and, going to Ananda, begged him to teach 
him the supernatural powers. At that time, Ananda did not yet have the knowledge of another’s mind 
(paracittajliana ); however, out of consideration for his brother and on the advice of the Buddha, he taught 
Devadatta the means of acquiring the supernatural powers. Devadatta withdrew to the mountain and soon 
acquired the [first] five powers. 

[Connection with Ajatasatru ]. - Once in possession of these five powers, he said: “Who should be my 
benefactor ( ddnapati )? Prince A cho che (Ajatasatru) has the marks ( nimitta ) of a great king; I want to 
make him my friend.” 

At once he went to the heaven [of the Trayastrimsas] and took the celestial food (divyahdra); 4 on his 
return, he went to the Yu tan lo yue (Uttaravatl) and gathered the rice [growing there] spontaneously; 315 
finally he came to the Yen feou (Jambuvana) forest and there he gathered the fruit of the rose-apple 
(jambuphala). He gave all of these to prince Ajatasatru as a gift. 


312 One day when the Buddha was at Rajagrha, a famine broke out. The bhiksus who had magical powers went to 
various mythical regions, Jambudvlpa, Ptirvavideha, Aparagodana, Uttarakuru, the Trayastrimsa heaven, to gather 
the marvelous foods and fruits which these regions produced and distributed them to the community. Envious of 
their powers, Devadatta asked the Buddha to teach him magic, but the Buddha advised him rather to work for his 
own salvation. Devadatta then addressed the great bhiksus, Sariputra, Maudgalyayana and up to 500 arhats, but all of 
them refused him. In despair, Devadatta then had recourse to his brother Ananda who, giving in to his entreaties, 
gave him the secrets of magic and other miraculous powers. - Cf. Che song liu, T 1435, k. 36, p. 257a-b, which the 
Mpps follows almost textually here; Pi nai ye, T 1464, k. 2, p. 859b; Tch’ou yao king, T 212, k. 14, p. 687b-c. In the 
Miilasarvastivadin Vin. (T 1450, k. 13, p. 167c-168b; Rockhill, Life, p. 84-85), it is Ananda’s teacher, Dasabala 
Kasyapa, who communicates the secrets of magic to Devadatta; in Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 47, p. 802c, it is the 
bhikshu Sieou lo t’o (Suradha). 

This episode does not occur in the Pali sources: the Vinaya, II, p. 183, notes only that Devadatta had 
acquired the ordinary magical powers ( pothujjanika iddhi). 

313 These have been defined above, Traite, I, p. 328-333F. 

314 Ambrosia ( amrta ) or soma, according to the previously cited sources. 

315 The inhabitants of Uttarakuru had a marvelous rice, growing without the need of work or seed, without being 
husked, naturally perfumed and delicious in taste; To cook it, one placed it in a vessel which is set on ‘glowing 
stones’; these stones flame up at once and as soon as the rice is cooked, they become extinguished: cf. Dlgha, III, p. 
199; Atanatikasutra, ed. Hoffman, p. 46-47; Divyavadana, p. 216; Dhammapadattha, IV, p. 209 (tr. Burlingame, 
Buddhist Legends , III, p. 321-322. - This marvelous rice is represented at Bharhut: cf. A. Foucher, Sur 
I’interpretation de quatre bas-reliefs de Barhut , RAA, XIII, 1939, p. 1-9. 
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He transformed himself several times 316 , changing into a marvelous elephant ( hastiratna ) or a marvelous 
horse ( asvaratna ) and disturbing the prince’s mind. One day he changed into a child ( kumdraka ) and came 
to sit on the prince’s lap; the prince took him in his arms, kissed him and gave him some spit. ’ 17 Each time 
Devadatta stated his name so that the prince recognized him. 

Devadatta moved Ajatasatru’s mind by means of these transformations ( parindma ); the prince lost his head. 
He built a large monastery ( vihdra ) in the Ngai yuan (Ambavana); 318 nothing was missing in it, not the 


316 Among these transformations, Devadatta’s metamorphosis into a child is the best known; some sources do not 
mention any others. Pali Vin., II, p. 185: Having changed his own shape and taken that of a little boy, Devadatta 
appeared on the lap of prince Ajatasatru adorned with a belt of snakes. Ajatasatru was frightened, dumbfounded and 
terrified. Devadatta said to him: Are you afraid of me, prince? - Yes, who are you? - I am Devadatta. - Then show 
me your own fonn. - Then Devadatta put away the form of the little boy and stood up before prince Ajatasatru, 
begging bowl in his hand, clothed in his monks’ robes. See also Dhammapadattha, I, p. 139 (tr. Burlingame, 
Legends, I, p. 235); Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 47, p. 802c; Tch’ou yao king, T 212, k. 14, p. 687c; P’i p’o cha, T 
1545, k. 85, p. 442a. 

There were yet other metamorphoses that the Sarvastivadin sources enumerate: they tell how Devadatta 
changed into an elephant, a horse, a veil, a cap, a monk, and finally a child: cf. T 1435, k. 36, p. 257c, which the 
Mpps follows closely: Devadatta changed into a precious elephant in prince Ajatasatru’s house: he came in by the 
door and left by the window ... Then he changed into a precious horse that did the same ... Then he changed into a 
precious veil and appeared on the prince’s lap who took it and fastened it on his forehead ... Finally, he changed into 
a handsome little boy wearing a necklace of precious gold and appeared on the prince’s lap who took him in his 
arms, played with him and spat into his mouth. The same story with details almost the same in Ken pen chouo... p’o 
seng che, T 1450, k. 13, p. 168c (cf. Rockhill, Life, p. 86); Pi nai ye, T 1464, k. 2, p. 859b; Pie yi tsa a han, T 100, k. 
l,p. 374c. 

317 This disgusting detail, unknown to the Pali sources is mentioned in almost all the Chinese versions. Here is the 
explanation which the Mpps will give later 

(T 1509, k. 20, p. 252b): The Buddha called Devadatta a fanatic, a corpse, a swallower of spit... A swallower of spit 
because Devadatta, greedy for gain ( Icibha ) and honors ( scitkdra ), changed into a little boy of celestial beauty and 
appeared in the arms of king Ajatasatru. The king kissed his mouth and gave him some spit to swallow. This is why 
Devadatta is called the man who swallows spit.” The same explanation is found in Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 85, p. 442a: 
First, Devadatta possessed the raptures ( dhyana ); thanks to his abhijna of magical power, he changed into a little 
boy, clothed in a gannent sewn with gold thread, his head crowned with five flowers; he sat down on prince 
Ajatasatru’s knee, caressed him and joked with him until the prince recognized that he was the venerable Devadatta. 
Then the prince took him in his arms with affection, kissed him and spat into his mouth. Very greedy for gain and 
honor, Devadatta swallowed this spit. This is why the Buddha reprimanded him, saying: “You are carrion, eating 
human spit.” When Devadatta had swallowed this spit, he came out of his rapture, but quickly resumed his body of 
metamorphosis.” 

318 Many places are known with the name of Ambavana (cf. Malalasekera, I, p. 160): actually, the monastery built 
for Devadatta was at Gayaslrsa (cf. Jataka, I, p. 185, 508; II, p. 38). All the sources enviously describe the gifts that 
Ajatasatru piled on Devadatta: Samyutta, II, p. 242; Vinaya, II,p 185, 187; Tsa a han, T 99, k. 38, no. 1064. , k. 33, 
p. 276b-c; Che song liu, T 1435, k. 36, p. 257c; Ken pen chouo... p’o seng che, T 1450. k. 13, p. 168c; k. 14, p. 173b 
(cf. Rockhill, Life, p. 86). 
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fourfold puja, not the most varied furnishings. He made a gift of this monastery to Devadatta and, each day, 
leading his great ministers ( mahdmdtya ), Ajatasatru brought five hundred cauldrons of rice soup. 

[First sin: the schism ]. 319 - Although Devadatta received so many offerings, his community was limited. 
He said to himself: “I have thirty marks of the Great Man ( mahapurusalaksana ), 0 a few less than the 
Buddha [who has thirty-two]; but my disciples are not numerous. If I had a large community 
(mahdsamgha) [165a] around me, in what way would I be different from the Buddha?” Having had this 
thought, he provoked a schism in the assembly ( samghabheda ) and won five hundred disciples to his cause. 

Sariputra and Maudgalyayana came to preach the Dharma to them and converted them; [the Buddha’s] 
community was reformed. 


319 Here is a brief summary o this schism, told by all of the sources in a more or less concordant way: Blinded by his 
success, Devadatta went to Rajagrha in the Venuvana where the Buddha was preaching the Dharma. Respectfully 
bowing to the teacher, he made the following statement: “Lord, you are already old; entrust the assembly to me: I 
will take care of it.” The Buddha refused three times: “I would not entrust the assembly even to Sariputra or 
Maudgalyayana, still less to you who are nothing and worthless.” Devadatta went away furious. - Cf. Pali Vinya, II, 
p. II, p. 188-189; Che song liu, T 1435, k. 30, p. 258b; Ken pen chouo... p’o seng che, T 1450, k. 14, p. 169b (cf. 
Rockhill, Life, P. 86); Pi nai ye, T 1464, k. 2, p. 860a; Dhammapadattha, I, p. 139-140. 

It was undoubtedly after these events that Devadatta tried to foment discord in the Samgha. He persuaded 
Kokalika, Katamoraga-tisya, Kliandradravya and Samudradatta to go with him to advise the Buddha to impose on 
the monks a more severe way of life. The new rule would involve the following points: i) to live as hennits in the 
forest; ii ) to live entirely on begged food, never to accept an invitation; Hi) to dress in gathered rags and tatters; iv) to 
spend the nights at the foot of a tree; v) to abstain from meat and fish. 

The teacher refused to agree to these demands and declared that he would allow those who wished to adopt this kind 
of life free to do so, but that he would not make these rules obligatory for all the monks. Already expecting this 
refusal, Devadatta took it as a pretext to revolt against the Buddha; he won over five hundred monks to his cause. 
Vrji, natives of VaisalT, who, since they had only recently entered into the community, were ignorant of the rules. - 
Cf. Vinaya, II, p. 196-198; Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 25, p. 164a; Sseu fen liu, k. 46, p. 909b; Che song liu, T 1435, k. 
36, p. 259a; Ken pen chouo... p’o seng che,T 1450, k. 14, p. 70b seq. (cf. Rockhill. Life, p. 87); Dhammapadttha, I, 
p. 141-142. 

Surrounded by his supporters, Devadatta went back to the monastery of Gayaslrsa. One day when he was 
preaching the Dharma, he saw in the assembly Sariputra and Maudgalyayana. Thinking that they had come to join 
his side, he invited Sariputra to address the assembly and, feeling tired himself, he lay down to sleep. Sariputra and 
Maudgalyayana spoke and easily persuaded the five hunderd schismatic monks to return to the Buddha. Awakened 
from his sleep by Kokalika, when Devadatta learned what had just taken place, hot blood flowed from his mouth. - 
Cf. Vinaya, II, p. 199-200; Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 46, p. 909c-910a; Che song liu, T 1435, k. 37, p. 265b-c; Ken pen 
chouo... p’o seng che, T 1450, k. 20, p. 203a-b (cf. Rockhill, Life, p. 94); Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 47, p. 803a; 
Dhammapadattha, I, p. 143. 

3211 For these thirty mahapurusalaksana of Devadatta, see above, Traite, I, p. 286F, n. 2. 
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[Second sin: Wound inflicted on the Buddha ]. 321 - Then Devadatta conceived a dire plan ( dustacitta ): he 
pushed down a rock to crush the Buddha. But Kin kang li che (Vajrapani) with his thunderbolt ( vajrakFla ) 
threw the rock far away. However, a rock splinter split off which wounded the Buddha’s toe. 

[Third sin: Mortal wounding of an arhatf] 222 - When the bhiksunl (Utpalavarna) reproached him, 
Devadatta struck her with his fist. At that moment, her eyes fell out of [their orbits] and she died. 


321 Actually, Devadatta made not one but three attempts against the Buddha: 

i) He hired assassins to kill him; ii) he caused a rock to roll down to crush him; 

iii) he loosed the mad elephant Nalagiri against him. In the Pali sources (Vinaya, II, p. 191-196; Dhammapadattha, I, 
p. 140-141; Jataka, V, p. 333-3370, these attempts immediately preceded the schism instead of following later as is 
the case here. 

322 This last crime was invented at a late date in order to be able to attribute to Devadatta a third anantarya sin. The 
Pali sources are completely ignorant of this and the Chinese sources give at least three different versions: 

a. After his conversion, Ajatasatru forbade entry into his palace to Devadatta and his followers and 
reserved his gifts for the Buddha and his disciples. Seeing himself rejected, Devadatta stood behind the palace door: 
one day he saw the bhiksunl Utpalavarna coming out of the palace with her bowl full of food; attributing his blighted 
hopes to the intrigues of this “shaved woman”, he came before her and struck her. The nun protested her innocence 
in vain: never had she wanted to offend Devadatta ,”brother of the Buddha, member of the Sakya family and a 
monk”. Without listening to her protests, Devadatta struck her head with his fist and broke her skull. In a burst of 
energy, Utpalavarna succeeded in getting back to the nunnery and when her sister nuns asked about her adventure, 
she said: “Sisters, all that lives is transitory, all dhannas are without self, nirvana is peace (santa). Devadatta has just 
committed his third anantarya. As for me, today is the very day I will enter into nirvana.” Then in the presence of 
the community of nuns, she manifested all kinds of miraculous transformations and entered into 
nirupadhisesanirvanadhatu. - This first version is summarized in the Mirlasarvasivadin Vinaya, Ken pen chouo... 
p’o seng che, T 1450, k. 10, p. 147c-148a (cf. Rockhill, Life, p. 106-107). 

h. According to the Pi nai ye, T 1464, k. 2, p. 857c, Devadatta assaulted Utpalavarna at the beginning of 
his criminal career when, after twelve years dedicated to studying the sutras and practicing the Path, he began to 
harbor bad feelings against the Buddha and to violate the precepts. This Vinaya says: “In all the rooms of the 
monastery, mats ( nisadana ) had been laid down on the ground and the Buddha had proposed a precept forbidding 
entry into the monastery without having washed one’s feet. One day, Devadatta entered without washing his feet. 
The bhiksunl Utpalavarna said to him: “Hey, Devadatta, the Bhagavat has forbidden entering without washing your 
feet!” - “Wicked nun”, replied the latter, “do you know the precepts better than I do?” - And, with the colossal 
strength ( virabala ) of his fist, he struck the bhiksunl on the head, killing her. The bhiksus brought the matter to the 
Buddha who said: "Have pity on this poor nun; he committed an anantarya sin; as for the bhiksunl, she has attained 
arhathood.” 

c. In the Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 47, p. 803, Devadatta lifted his hand, not against Utpalavarna, but 
against the nun Fa che, probably Dhannadinna, a well-known nun, who appears in the Majjhima, I, p. 299; 
Aiiguttara, I, p. 25, and Therlgatha, v. 12.lt was in vain that Devadatta, with the complicity of Ajatasatru, loosed the 
mad elephant Nalagiri against the Buddha. The plot failed miserably and Ajatasatru was about to repent. Worried 
and displeased, Devadatta left Rajagrha, Seeing him from afar, the bhiksum Dhannadinna said to him: “What you 
did was very bad; the regret that you feel today is slight; tomorrow it will perhaps be heavier.” Hearing these words, 
Devadatta’s anger increased and he answered: "Bald slave, what is this error, the regret for which, slight today, will 
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Thus Devadatta committed three sins of immediate retribution (anantarya ). 323 

[Connection with the heretics ]. - He joined in friendship with bad teachers, the heretic Fou lan ma 
(Purana), etc.; he destroyed all the roots of good ( kusalamula ) unashamedly. 

[Attempt to poison the Buddha and fall into hell ]. 324 - Finally, Devadatta dipped his fingernails into poison 
(visa) and, under the pretext of going to bow before the Buddha, he tried to wound him. He wanted to go, 


increase tomorrow?” - The bhiksunl answered: “By committing the sin today, you have created the roots of evil 
(i akusalamula ).” - Then Devadatta, inflamed with anger, struck her with his hand and killed her. 

323 There are five anantarya sins, so called because the person who commits them falls immediately into hell 
(samanantaram narakesupapadyate ): 1) mdtrghata, 

2) pitrghdta, 3) arhadghata, 4) sa“gahbheda, 5) tathagatasyantike dustacittarudhirotpadanam. The sources do not 
always give the same order and they are sometimes given mixed in with other sins: cf. Vinaya, II, p. 193; Anguttara, 
I, p. 27; III, p. 436; Vinaya, I, p. 168, 321; Vibhanga, p. 378; Mahavyutpatti, no. 2324-2328; Dharmasamgraha, LX; 
Kosa,IV, p. 201. - Devadatta was guilty of no. 3-5; cf. Ken pen chouo... p’o seng che, T 1450, k. 10, p. 148b: "He 
has committed three anantarya: i) He struck the Bhagavat from afar with a big rock and spilled the blood of the 
Tathagata with a mind of hatred; ii) he broke up the community which was living in harmony; iii) he took the life of 
the bhiksunl Utpalavarna.” 

324 The Pali Vinaya is silent on the death of Devadatta; the Buddha just said that he will go to hell for a kalpa. - The 
Milinda briefly mentions that he was swallowed up by the earth (p. 101) and that at the moment of death he took 
refuge in the Buddha (p. 111). - The Dhammapadattha, I, p. 146-147 continues this twofold tradition and develops 
it: Feeling sick, Devadatta wished to see the Buddha one last time and had himself brought by his disciples to 
SravastI to the Jetavana. Forewarned of his arrival, the Buddha announced that, despite his efforts, Devadatta would 
not succeed in seeing him in the present lifetime. Actually, when the heresiarch got out of his litter, his feet sunk into 
the earth; before disappearing, he still had time to rake refuge in the Buddha. 

The Pali tradition does not mention the incident of the poisoned nails. This detail appears in the Tseng yi a 
han, T 125, k. 47, p. 804a, which otherwise is quite close to the Pali tradition. Here is an extract: Being gravely ill, 
Devadatta said to his disciples: “I no longer have the strength to go to the sramana Gautama: you must help me go to 
him.” Then Devadatta dipped his ten fingernails in poison and said to his disciples: ‘Carry me to the sramana.” His 
disciples brought him to the Buddha. Then Ananda, seeing Devadatta approaching from afar, said to the Bhagavat: 
"Here comes Devadatta; surely he feels remorse and has come to make amends.” The Buddha said to Ananda: 
’’Devadatta never comes to me ...; from today, his vital organ ( jivitendriya ) is ripe (i.e., has reached its end).” Then 
Devadatta came near the Bhagavat and said to his disciples: “It is not proper for me to stay lying down in front of the 
Buddha; put down my litter”, and he stepped out onto the ground. At this moment, a blazing wind arose from the 
center of the earth and enveloped Devadatta’s body. Burned by the fire, he felt a mind of remorse toward the 
Tathagata and wanted to cry out Namo buddhasya. But he did not reach the end of this invocation; hardly had he 
pronounced Namo than he fell into hell. 

According to this text, we see that Devadatta did not have a chance to scratch the Buddha with his 
poisoned nails; the Mpps also seems to indicate that he did not put his hand on the Buddha: “ He had hardly arrived 
in Rajagrha than the earth opened up.” According to the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1450, k. 10, p. 150a (cf. 
Rockhill, Life, p. 107), things went further and Devadatta effectively tried to wound the Buddha. Here are some 
extracts from this Vinaya: [Having tried in vain to seduce Yasodhara], full of shame, Devadatta left the palace. 
Seeing his anger and pain, the Sakyas said to him: “From today on you should go and find the Bhagavat and ask his 
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but had not arrived at the city of Rajagrha, when the earth opened up and a fiery chariot came to get him. 
Devadatta entered into hell ( niraya ) alive. 

Although Devadatta did possess on his body thirty marks of the Great Man, he was unable to tame his 
mind; carried away by the lure of honors and gain, he committed the great sins and, alive, entered into hell. 

This is why the sutra says that profit and honors are a deep wound that breaks the skin and penetrates as far 
as the marrow. One must keep from liking toadies. In the bodhisattva, patience consists of not clinging to 
those who cover one with veneration ( puja) and respect (satkara ). 




Furthermore, there are three kinds of honors (puja)'. i ) One is respected ( satkrta ) by people as a result of 
merit (punya ) acquired in the course of previous existences ( purvajanman ); /'/') One is respected by people 
as a result of qualities ( guna ) of which one has given evidence in the present lifetime (ihajanmari) in 
practicing morality (sila), rapture ( dhyana ) and wisdom ( prajna); iii) By falsehood ( mrsd) and deception 
( vipralambha ) one can have no virtue inwardly and outwardly seem quite white: one wins honors by 
deceiving one’s contemporaries. In the face of these three kinds of honors, [the bodhisattva] has the 
following thoughts: 

1) “Presently I am enjoying these honors as a result of the merits that I diligently cultivated in my previous 
existences; this is the natural result of my diligent activity. Why feel proud ( darpa )? What has been planted 
in spring is harvested in autumn. Why be proud of what happens naturally?” Having thought thus, the 
bodhisattva disciplines his mind and feels neither attachment (abhinivesa ) nor pride ( abhimdna ). 

2) If the honors that he enjoys are due to he qualities of which he has given evidence in the present lifetime, 
the bodhisattva has the following thoughts: “It is thanks to wisdom (prajna) that I know the true nature 
(satyalaksana) of dharmas and that I have cut through the fetters ( samyojana ); it is as a result of my 


pardon; if he pardons you, we will proclaim you king ( devaputra ).” Then Devadatta filled his ten fingernails with 
poison and went to the Bhagavat. He thought: “I could not stand it if the sramana Gautama gives me his pardon and 
congratulates me; so, in the moment of bowing to him, I will scratch his feet with my poisoned nails and wound 
him.” Having come to the Buddha, he bowed his head to the two feet of the teacher and speaking to the Bhagavat, he 
said: ‘Out of your compassion, please grant me your pardon.” The Bhagavat looked at Devadatta, wondering with 
what intention he had come; divining the murderous intentions of Devadatta, he used his miraculous powers 
(rddhibala), transformed the bottom of his knees and changed them into rock crystal; then he remained silent. 
Devadatta became angry at this silence of the Buddha and, putting his evil intentions into execution, scratched the 
Bhagavat with his poisoned fingernails. But his ten fingers all broke off and, with a shock, the poison caused him 
severe pain. 

This attempted poisoning is known to the Chinese pilgrims (cf. Fa hien, tr. Legge, p. 60; Hiuan tsang, tr. 
Watters, I, p. 390), as well as to the Tibetan tradition (cf. Schiefner, Tibetische Lebensbescreibung, p. 278 seq.). 
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qualities ( guna ) that these honors come to me; I have no part in it.” Having thought thus, he disciplines his 
mind and feels no pride. He says: “actually, it is my qualities that people love, not me.” 

[The trick of the Kasmirian]. 325 - A bhiksu,, native of Ki pin (Kasmir), learned in the three baskets 
(tripitaka ), 326 who followed the rules of the forest-dwellers ( aranyadhrma ), went to the royal palace one 
day where a great reception was being prepared. The gate-keeper ( dvdrapdla ), seeing the coarseness of his 
garments, closed the gate and refused him entry. This happened several times; as a result of the coarseness 
of his dress, the bhiksu was not allowed to enter. He had recourse to a trick ( updya ); he borrowed a fine 
robe and went back to the palace. Seeing him, the gate-keeper allowed him to enter without stopping him. 
The bhiksh\u entered the gathering and was given all kinds of delicate food. First [165b] he made offerings 
to his robe and, as the guests asked him why he was doing that, he answered: “I came several times and was 
refused entry. Today, thanks to this robe, I am able to take part in the reception and get all these fine foods. 
Since it is actually to my robe that I owe them, I am giving them to my robe.” 

The ascetic who obtains honors while practicing virtue {guna), morality (sila) and wisdom ( prajna) 
likewise says to himself that he owes these honors to his qualities and not to himself. This consideration is 
a mental discipline called patience. 

3) To obtain honors by falsehood ( mrsd) or deception ( vipralambha ) is to inflict unbearable torture on 
oneself. One should say: “By obtaining honors by means of deception I am no different from brigands and 
thieves who get their food [by means of petty theft]. This is falling into the sin of deception 
( vipralambhapatti ).” 

Not feeling any affection for the people who cover one with all kinds of honors, not exalting oneself, 
constitutes patience toward beings {sattvaksdnti). 


2. Indifference toward benefactors. 

Question. - For those who have not yet found the Path, food and clothing are necessary. By what means 
{updya) can one find patience, not be attached and not love one’s benefactors? 


325 The Kasmirian bhiksu whom the Mpps presents here is without a doubt the well-known arhat K’i ye to who, 
“seven hundred years after the Buddha, appeared in the kingdom of Ki piu” and was visited by emperor Kaniska. 
Three stories are dedicated to him in the Tsa pao tsang king, T 203, no. 91-93, k. 7, p. 483a-484b (tr. S. Levi, Notes 
sur les Indo-Scythes, JA, 1896-97, p. 24-33). This arhat was known for his scorn for washing; warned of the visit of 
Kaniska, he refused to arrange his gannents: “I have heard the words of the Buddha: the monk who has gone forth 
considers his appearance vulgar; virtue is his only occupation; why should I go out to meet the king with elegant 
gannents?” Calmly and silently, he remained seated stiffly and did not go outside (c. T 203, K. 7, p. 484a20-23). - 
He is presented here in the same spirit in coarse gannents in the king’s palace. 

326 A monk who knows the three baskets is called tripita in Sanskrit (cf. Avadanajataka, I, p. 334; Divyavadia, p. 
61, 505) and more rarely, tripitaka (Divyavadana, p. 54. In Pali, he is called tipitaka (Milinda, p. 18; Jataka. IV, p. 
219). 
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Answer. - Thanks to wisdom ( prajna): by considering the impermanent nature ( anityalaksana ), the painful 
nature (duhkhalaksana) and the selfless nature ( anatmakalaksana ) of things, one will feel a perpetual 
disgust ( udvega ) for them. When a criminal is about to be executed, one may put tasty dishes in front of 
him, his family may come to console him, but he thinks only of death; even if he eats the tasty dishes, he 
does not experience their flavor. Similarly, the ascetic who constantly considers impermanence and 
suffering can receive honors, but he is not attached to them at all. A gazelle ( mrga ), pursued relentlessly by 
a tiger will not care for tender grass or delicious water even if it finds some. Similarly, the ascetic, whom 
the tiger of impermanence ( anityatdvydghra ) pursues with not a moment of respite, and who meditates on 
the suffering [of everything], cares not at all for the savory delicacies that he may encounter. This is why 
the ascetic is able to control himself before those who gratify him. 

3. Indifference toward women. 

Furthermore, when women want to charm and disturb the bodhisattva, the latter must tame his mind and 
endure it without being disturbed. 

[The first attack by the daughters of Mara]™ 


321 The intervention of the three daughters in Mara’s first attack against the Bodhisattva should be noted. These 
three girls were called Tanha, Arati and Raga (Samyutta, I, p. 124); Tantff, Arati and Raff (Mahavastu, III, p. 286); 
Rati, Arati and Trisna (Lalitavistara, p. 378); Arati, Priti and Trs (Buddhacarita, XIII, v. 3). 

Mara launched three main assaults against the Buddha: 1) Immediately before the enlightenment, when the 
Bodhisattva was sitting under the pipala tree of Bodhi, Mara launched hi armies against him to make him leave the 
Bodhi seat and thus prevent him from attaining enlightenment; the Bodhisattva victoriously resisted this attack and, 
touching the earth with his right hand ( bhumisparsamudra), he took it as witness to his right to occupy the Bodhi 
seat. - 2) Four weeks after the enlightenment, when the Buddha was meditating under the ajapalanyagrodha tree, 
Mara and his daughters came to tempt the Buddha and induce him to enter into nirvana before having preached his 
doctrine. 

With regard to the intervention of the daughters of Mara in these two assaults, it is convenient to 
distinguish three groups of sources: 

1. Some sources, distinguishing carefully between the two assaults, do not have Mara’s daughters appear 
in the first assault, but tell only of the repeated attacks of Mara’s annies against the Bodhisattva: Suttanipata, III, 2 
(v. 425-449; Jataka,I,p. 71-75; Mahavastu, II, p. 404-414; Buddhacarita, ch. XIII; Fo so hing tsan, T 192, k. 3, p. 
25a. There are also representations where Mara’s daughters do not appear: the bas-reliefs of Gandhara (cf. Foucher, 
Art Greco-bouddhique, I, p. 401 (fig. 201); I, p. 405 (fig. 202-204); II, p. 15 (fig. 306-307); II, p. 197 (fig. 402); II, p. 
201, (fig. 403); - a stele at Sarnath (ibid., p. 539, fig. 498); - a stele at Jagdispur, Patna district (ibid., p. 545, fig. 
500); - a picture from Qyzyl in central Asia (ibid., p.605, fig. 523); - a fresco at Yun-Kang (Chavannes, Mission, fig. 
228 and p. 311). - On the other hand, the same sources or related sources attribute a major role to the Daughters of 
Mara outside of the second assault against the Buddha: Samyutta, I, p. 124; Tsa a han, T 99, no. 1092, k. 39, p. 
286b-287c; T 100, no. 31, k. 2, p. 383a-384a; Jataka, I, p. 78; Dhammapadattha, III.p. 195-197; Mahavastu, III, p. 
281-286; Fang kouang ta tchouang yen king, T 187, k. 10, p. 601a-b. 
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While the Buddha was under the Bodhi tree, king Mara, out of spite ( daurmanasya ) sent him the three 
princesses, Lo kien (Raga), Yue pei (Arati) and K’o ngai (Trsna).. They came showing off their bodies and 
using all sorts of charms to try to corrupt the Bodhisattva, but the latter did not let himself become 
disturbed and did not look at them. The three maidens said to themselves: “The hearts of men are all 
different and tastes vary: some like little girls ( kumarika ), others women of a ripe age ( madhyastri ); some 
like them big, others small; some like them black, others blonde; each of these types has its lovers.” 32S Then 
the three maidens each changed into five beautiful women and each of these five women underwent 
innumerable metamorphoses ( parinama ). 329 They came out of the forest and appeared suddenly, like 
lightning [165c] from a dark cloud; they raised their eyebrows, lowered their eyelashes and, watched 
carefully like young married women; they made music and used all the tricks. Coming close to the 
Bodhisattva, they pressed their splendid bodies up against his body. 

Then the hero Mi tsi Kin kang (Guhyaka Vajrapani), looking at them angrily, scolded them: “Who is this 
man you magicians dare to come and touch?” And Guhyaka reprimanded them with these stanzas: 


Do you not know that the god Indra (read t 'ien ti) 
Loses his beauty and that his beard has faded? 
The clear limpid water of the ocean 
Is drying up today out of bitterness. 


2. A second group of sources, unaware of or ignoring the second assault, make Mara’s daughters appear in 
the first assault where they dance and speak: Sieou hing pen k’i king, T 184, k. 2, p. 470c; T’aitseu jouei pen k’i 
king, T 185, k. 1, p. 477a; P’ou yao king, T 186, k. 6, p. 519a; Kouo k’in hien tsai yin kouo king. T 189, k. 3, p. 
640a; Fo pen hing king, T 190, k. 28, p. 782c-783 (tr. Beal, Romntic Legend, p. 214 seq.); Fo pen hing king, T 193, 
k. 3, p. 76a; Ken pen chouo... p’o seng che, T 1450, k. 5, p. 123b (cf. Rockhill, Life, p. 31); Also some 
representations of the first assault, easily identifiable thanks to the presence of the Bodhi tree where the 
bhumisparsamudra of the Bodhisatva appear as well as the daughters of Mara; cf. Marshall-Foucher, Mon. ofSanchi, 
II, pi. 29 (center); Vogel, Matura, pi. 51a (above t right); three sculptures at Amaravati (in Foucher, Art Greco- 
Bouddhique, I, p. 179, fig. 68, above center; II, p. 563, fig. 506b; II, p. 565, fig. 508); two steles at Samath (Foucher, 
ibid., I, p. 413, fig. 209b; II, p. 563, fig. 507b); Longhurst, Nagdrunakonda, pi. 22b, pi. 29a; Goloubev, Ajanta, pi. 
23; a Ambodian stele (in Foucher, ibid., p. 407, fig. 205); Krom, Life ofB on Barabudur , pi. 95. 

3. In a few sources, Mara’s daughters play an active part in the course of both assaults. This is the case for 
the Lalitavistara: 1 st assault, p. 320-331 (tr. Foucaux, p. 273-279); 2 nd assault, p. 378-379 (tr. Foucaux, p. 315-3160, 
and for the Mpps: l sl assault (here, k. 14, p. 165b-c); 2 nd assault (below, k. 17, p. 180c-181a). 

32S Cf. Jataka, I, p. 79: uccavaca kho purisanam adhippaya, kesancikumdrikasu pemam hoti kesanci pathamavaye 
thitasu kesanci majjhimavaye thitasu, yan mayatn nanappakmarehi palobheyydma. - Lalitavistara, p. 321: kascit 
mumdnrupdny aprasutirupani madhyastnrupdni copadarsayanti sma. 

329 The thirty-two tricks of female magic ( dvatrimsadakdra stnmdyd) that these maidens used are described in 
Lalitavistara, p. 320-321. 
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Do you not know that the sun is becoming dim, 
That the P’o seou (Vasudevata) 330 gods are falling? 
The fire from his divine mouth 
Will devour you today! 


No, you don’t know that, you who dare to treat this holy man so lightly! 

Then the daughters widened their circle, withdrew a little and said to the Bodhisattva: “These women are of 
incomparable beauty and able to please. Why do you keep this seat?” The Bodhisattva responded: “You are 
impure, dirty and evil-doers. Begone and do not speak any more lies!” And the Bodhisattva spoke this 

331 

stanza: 


This body is a swamp of excrement 
A foul mass of impurities 
How can one take any delight 
In these walking latrines? 


Hearing this stanza, the daughters said to themselves: “In speaking this stanza, this man does not know our 
pure goddess bodies ( visuddhadevakaya ).” At once they transformed themselves and resumed their earlier 
form. Their brightness and splendor lit up the entire forest. Playing musical instruments, they said to the 
Bodhisattva: “These are our bodies; who can find blame in them?” -The Bodhisattva answered: “The day 
will come when you will understand.” - “Tell us”, they replied. - The Bodhisattva replied with these 
stanzas: 


In the heavenly arbors. 

Near lotus pools made of the seven jewels 
Gods and men are happy to remain. 

Wait and you will see. 


330 The Vasu are a class of gods of whom Sakra (whose surname is Vasava) is the head: cf. DTgha, II, p. 260. 

331 For the beginning of his stanza, cf. Lalitavistara, p. 328: 

Pasyami kayamedhyam asucim kurimikulabharitam, 
jarjaramitvaram ca bhiduram asukhaparigatam. 
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One day you will discover impermanence 

[You will see that] divine and human pleasures are suffering, 

You will experience distaste for sensory joys 

You will delight in the right Path. 


Hearing these stanzas, the daughters said to themselves: “This man has immense wisdom; he understands 
the malevolence of the purest celestial enjoyments and cannot abide them.” At that moment they 
disappeared. 

Thus the bodhisattva, in the presence of sexual attractions, can control his mind and endure them without 
being disturbed. 




Moreover, the bodhisattva understands all the impurities of desire. Of all the calamities, the calamity of the 
woman is the most serious. One can come up to a moment of the sword (asi), fire ( agni ), lightning ( vidyut ), 
thunderbolt (vajra ), enemy ( vaira ), poisonous snake (dsfvisha); one cannot come up to the woman who is 
miserly, jealous, angry, flattering, tricky, dirty, aggressive, quarrelsome, lustful and envious. Why? Girls 
are vulgar, short-tempered and of little [166a] knowledge; they do not like what they see; they have no 
consideration for wealth, nobility, knowledge, virtue or renown; they follow only their own wicked 
tendencies. They destroy the roots of good ( kusalamula ) in men. Difficult as they are to open, still it is 
easy to break through fetters, manacles, the cangue, a lock, or a prison; but when the lock of a woman is 
fastened on a man, it holds firmly and deeply. The ignorant man who allows himself to be taken by it will 
find it hard to free himself. Of all illnesses, the sickness of woman is the most serious. Some stanzas say: 3 ' 2 


33i These stanzas show some connection with those of the Anguttara, III, p. 69, but the order is different. Here is the 
text and the translation, which presents some difficulties: 

Sallape asihatthena [pisacena pi sallape 
asTvisam pi aside yena dattho na jTvati, 
na tveva eko skaya mMatugdmena sallape. 

Mutthassatim ta bandhanti pekkhitena mhitena ca 
atho pi dunnivatthena manjuna bhanitena ca 
n ’eso jano svasisaddo api ugghatito mato. 

Tesam kdmoghdvuthdnam kame aparijdnatam 
kdlam gatim bhavdbhavam samsdrasmim purakkhata. 
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It is better to put out one’s eyes 

With red-hot iron 

Than to become distracted 

And contemplate the beauty of women. 


By her smile and her looks, 

Her pride and her false modesty. 

Her way of turning her head or closing her eyes, 
Her fine words and her fits of anger and jealousy, 

The provocativeness of her walk. 

Woman drives a man mad. 

The net of lust is full: 

All men are caught in it. 


Whether she is seated, lying down, walking or standing, 

A glance, a lifting of the eyebrow is enough 

For the inexperienced fool 

To be completely intoxicated by her. 333 


Ye ca parinnaya caranti akutobhaya 

te vepdragatd lokeyepatta asavakhayan ti. 

“Speak with a man who holds a sword in hand; speak with a meat-eating demon; come near a poisonous 
snake whose bite is fatal! Never speak to a woman alone. 

They enchain the thoughtless one with a look or a smile, or again by a disordered dress or sweet talk. 
Happy (?) though he may be, this man will never be looked upon as skillful. 

The five sense objects appear in the female body, color, sound, taste, smell and touch: the charm the mind. 
Those who are carried away by the tonnent of the passions and who does not know the passions will, at the 
proper time and because of their previous actions, take on all the fonns of existence in the world of transmigration. 

But those who understand the passions go forth fearless of whatever may be; they have reached the other 
shore of this world and have attained the destruction of the impurities.” 

333 Cf. also Anguttara, III, p. 68: Ithi, bhikkhave, gacchanti [pi ... thita pi nisinnapi saydnapi hasantipi bhnantipi 
gay anti pi rodantipi ugghdtitd pi mata pi purisassa cittam pariyadaya titthati. 
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A swordsman marching against the enemy 
Can still be conquered; 

The female enemy, tormenter of men, 

Cannot be stopped. 

A snake foil of poison 
Can still be held in the hand; 

Woman, this deceiver of men 
Should not be touched. 

The man endowed with wisdom 

Should not look at her 

Or, if he is forced to see her, 

He should treat her as his mother or his sister. 


Looking at her objectively, he will consider woman 
As a mass of impurities. 

Not running away from the fire of lust 

Is to [condemn oneself] to perish in its flames. 


Moreover, there is in woman the peculiarity that her husband is proud when she is treated with respect, 
vexed when she is slighted. Thus woman brings man only afflictions ( klesa ) or sadness ( daurmanasya ). 
Then why approach her? Instability in affections is the defect of woman; wicked curiosity into the business 
of men is her knowledge. The great fire burns men, but it is possible to approach it; the brisk wind has no 
material form, but it is possible to grasp it; the snake contains venom, but it is possible to touch it; the heart 
of a woman, nothing can gain possession of it. 334 Why? Because it is a characteristic of woman that she has 

334 This phrase is reminiscent of the Saundaranada of Asvaghosa, VIII, v. 36: 

Pradahan dahano ‘pi grhyate 
visarirah pavano ‘pi grhyate, 
kupito bhujago ‘pi grhyate 
pramadanam tu mano na grhyate. 
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no consideration for wealth, nobility, fame, knowledge, virtue, family, ability, eloquence, stability of the 
household, or depth of affection: all that is of no account in her mind; she desires only what she sees. She is 
like a dragon that seeks only to kill men without distinguishing good from evil. 

Moreover, woman cares nothing for the grief or sadness [that she provokes]; she can be loaded with gifts 
and attention, she will follow her fancy without letting herself be guided. 

Moreover, in the midst of good people, woman is puffed up with pride; she considers the ignorant as 
enemies; she pursues the wealthy and the noble with her flattery; she treats the poor and the humble like 
dogs. She always follows her own appetites and never virtue. 


[The fisherman lover of the king’s daughter ]. 335 

[166b] The king of a kingdom had a daughter named Kin meou t’eou (Kumuda). A fisherman, named Chou 
p ’o k’ie, walking on the road, noticed the king’s daughter from afar in a high tower; he saw her face in the 
casement of a window. His mind was completely taken with this image and his heart could not be detached 
from it for a single moment. This attachment grew from day to day and from month to month; he could no 
longer eat or drink. To his mother who asked him what was the matter, he answered by revealing his 
feelings: “Since seeing the king’s daughter, I cannot forget her.” His mother scolded him, saying: “You are 
a humble man, and the king’s daughter is of very high rank; you cannot have her.” Her son replied: “I 
would like to be able to distract myself, but I cannot forget the princess for a single moment; if my wishes 
cannot be realized, it is impossible for me to live.” 

In order to act in her son’s favor, the mother went to the palace; she constantly brought large fish and 
excellent meat without asking for any payment. The king’s daughter was astonished and asked her what she 
wanted. The mother begged her to send away her attendants and said that she would reveal her sentiments; 
[after this] she said: “I have an only son who loves you deeply, O princess; his passion is so strong that he 
has fallen sick; his fate seems to be not to live long. I would like it if you would grant him a compassionate 
thought and give him back his life.” The king’s daughter replied: “On the fifteenth day of the month, let 
him stand behind the statue of the god in the sanctuary of such-and-such a deity.” The mother returned and 
announced to her son: “Your wishes are realized.” Then she advised him, in accordance with what has been 
said above, to bathe, clothe himself in new garments and stand behind the statue of the god. 

When the time had come, the princess said to the king, her father: “I am under an evil influence. I must go 
to the sanctuary of the god to ask for an auspicious fortune.” The king agreed and she went with a suite of 
five hundred chariots to the temple of the god. When she arrived there, she gave this command to her 
followers: “Stay by the gate; I will go into the sanctuary alone.” 

However, the god had this thought: “ This affair is not suitable; the king is my benefactor ( ddnapti ); I 
cannot allow this lowly man to dishonor his daughter.” At once he overwhelmed the young man with 
fatigue and made him fall sleep without being able to wake up. When the king’s daughter had entered and 


335 


This little story has been translated by Chavannes, Contes, III, p. 294-296. His translation is reproduced here. 
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saw him sleeping, she shook him several times without succeeding in bringing him back to his senses; then 
she left him a necklace worth a hundred thousand ounces of gold and went away. When she had gone, the 
young man was able to wake up and saw the necklace; he asked the people who were there and learned that 
the princess had come; not having been able to get the satisfaction of his desires, he fell into deep grief; the 
fire of his passion burst forth within him and he died. 

From this example, we can know that women’s hearts make no distinction between nobles and serfs and 
that they let themselves be guided only by their sensual desires. 

Furthermore, once there was a king’s daughter who pursued a candala and committed sin with him. 
Likewise, the daughter of rsi pursued a lion. The hearts of all women are without discernment. For all 
these diverse reasons, [the bodhisattva] sets aside all affection and desire for women and succeeds in not 
loving them at all. 


4. Withstanding persecutors. 

Flow can one attain patience toward those who torment one? 

It is necessary to say: “All beings commit faults that expose them to a punishment and they take vengeance 
one upon another. The torment that I undergo today has as its cause my previous conduct. Even though, in 
the course of the present lifetime ( ihajanman ) I have done nothing [that merits reprisals] still I m now 
expiating the wrong caused in my previous lifetimes (purvajannum). I [166c] am in the process of paying 
for it now; let us withstand this torment gently; what use is it to rebel? A debtor must pay his debt 
cheerfully at the request of his creditor and not become irritated.” 

Moreover, the ascetic who is always nourishing feelings of loving-kindness ( maitricitta ) is compelled to 
withstand torments that are inflicted on him patiently. 


[Thepatience of Ksantirsi] 336 

The rsi Teh ’an t’i (Ksantirsi) was practicing patience ( ksdnti ) and loving-kindness ( maitri ) in a great forest. 
One day, king Kia ki (Kali) with his courtesans ( ganikd) went into the forest to walk about and amuse 
themselves. His meal being finished, the king stopped to sleep. The courtesans, who were wandering in the 
flowering forest, noticed the rsi and went to pay their respects ( vandana ) to him. Then the rsi praised 
loving-kindness and patience to them; his words were so fine that the women could not get enough of them 
and stayed with him for a long time. King Kali woke up and, not seeing his courtesans, seized his sword 
(i asipattra ) and follow their footprints. When he saw them standing by the rsi, his jealousy broke out; with 
furious eyes and brandishing his sword, he asked the rsi: “What are you doing here?” The rsi replied: ”1 am 
here to cultivate patience and practice loving-kindness.” The king said: “I will put you to the proof at once. 
With my sword, I will cut off your ears ( karna ), nose ( ndsa ), hands ( hasta ) and feet (pdda ). If you do not 

336 The exploit of Ksantirsi has already been told above, Traite, I, p. 264F. To the other Chinese sources noted 
above, add Tch’ou yao king, T 212, k. 23, p.731a; Ta tche tou louen, T 1509, k. 26, p. 252a29. 
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get angry, I will know that you are cultivating patience.” The rsi answered: “Do as you will.” Then the king 
took his word and cut off his ears, nose, hands and feet, asking him: “Is you mind disturbed?” The rsi 
answered: “I am cultivating loving-kindness and patience, my mind is not disturbed.” The king said: “Your 
body lies there powerless; you are speaking the truth when you say that you are not disturbed, but nobody 
would believe you.” Then the rsi made this vow: “If I am really developing loving-kindness and patience, 
may my blood ( sonita ) become milk ( ksfra ).” At once his blood changed into milk; the king was astounded 
and went away with his courtesans. But then in the forest, a naga took pity on the rsi, made thunder and 
lightning and let loose his thunder-bolt; struck by its poison, the king collapsed and died before he reached 
his palace. 

This is why we say that it is necessary to exert patience toward one’s persecutors. 




Furthermore, the bodhisattva cultivates compassion ( karunacitta ). All beings are ceaselessly under the 
stress of all the sufferings (, duhkha ): in the narrow space of the womb ( kuksi ), they feel a great deal of pain; 
at the time of birth (jdti ), they are squeezed; their bones and flesh are as if crushed; a cold wind pierces 
their body worse than a halberd. This is why the Buddha said: “Of all the sufferings, the suffering of birth 
is the worst.” And it is the same for the many distresses suffered in old age (jam), sickness ( vyadhi ) and 
death ( marana ). Why would the ascetic further increase the suffering of beings? This would be like putting 
iron into the wound. 

Furthermore, the bodhisattva says to himself: “I must not be like other people who are constantly carried 
along by the stream of transmigration ( samsarasrotas -); I must go against the current and dry up the source 
and enter the path to nirvana. All ordinary people ( prthagjna ) are worried by a theft, are happy with a 
profit, are frightened in a sinister place. I, who am a bodhisattva, should not imitate them in any way. 
Although 1 may not yet have destroyed the [167a] fetters ( samyojana ), I must control myself and practice 
patience, not get irritated by persecutions, not rejoice at flattery, not fear suffering and difficulties; I must 
have feelings of great compassion ( mahakarundcitta ) for all beings.” 

Moreover, seeing beings coming to torment him, the bodhisattva should say to himself: “This is my friend, 
this is my teacher; let me treat him with additional affection ( anunaya ) and respect (satkdra). Why? 
Because if he did not inflict torment on me, I would not have the chance to be patient.” This is why he says: 
“This is my friend, this is my teacher.” 

Moreover, the knowledge of the bodhisattva conforms to this speech of the Buddha: “ Beings have had no 
beginning ( anadika ) and the universes ( lokadhdtu ) are infinite ( ananta ); 1 have endlessly transmigrated 
through the five destinies (pancagati ); of all the beings [presently existing], I have formerly been their 
father, mother, and brother; in turn, these beings have been at some time my father, mother and brother. 
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And it will be the same in the future.” 7 Reasoning in this way, the bodhisattva is unable to have bad 
feelings or give himself up to anger. 

Moreover, the bodhisattva thinks: “Among all these beings, the family of the Buddhas ( buddhavamsa ) 338 is 
widely represented. To become annoyed at them is to become annoyed with the Buddha. If 1 become 
annoyed with the Buddha, everything is finished. Thus it has been said that this pigeon ( kapota ) will later 
become a Buddha; 339 at this moment, although it is but a bird, it should not be treated lightly.” 

Moreover, of all the afflictions ( klesa ), anger ( krodha ) is the most serious; of all the punishments inflicted 
for sin ( akusalavipaka ), the punishment reserved for anger is the most severe; Of all the other bonds 
(bandhana ), there is none as serious. 


[Sakra’s question]. 340 

Che 1 7 p 'a na min (Sakra devanam indra) questioned the Buddha with this stanza: 


What must be killed in order to be safe? 

What must be killed in order to experience no repentance? 
What is the root of poison ( visamula )? 

What destroys all good? 

What must be killed in order to have praise? 

What must be killed in order not to feel sadness? 


The Buddha answered with this stanza: 


By killing anger, one is safe. 


337 Free quotation from Samyutta, II, p. 89-190 (Tsa a han, T 99, no. 945, k. 34, p. 241c-242a; T 100, no. 338, k. 16, 
p. 487a: Anamataggayam bhikkhave samsaro pubbakoti na pahnayati avijjamvaranManam sattanam 
tanhasamyojananam sandhdvatam samsaratam. Na do bhikkhave satto sulabharupo yo na mata-pita-bhagini-putta- 
bhutapubbo imind dighenci addhund: “The transmigration of beings, O monks, has its origin in eternity. It is not 
possible to find any beginning starting from which beings, plunged in ignorance, fettered by ignorance, wander by 
chance from birth to birth. It is not easy. O monks, to find any being who, in the course of the long path of 
transmigration, has not been at some time your father, your mother, your brother, your sister or your son.” 

33S I.e., the family of those who one day will become Buddhas. 

339 See above, p. 647F, the avadana of the pigeon. 

340 Chetva sutta in Samyutta, I, p. 237 (cf. Tsa a han, T 00, no. 1116, k. 40, p. 295b-c; T 100, no. 45, k. 3, p. 388c- 
389a) 
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By killing anger, one experiences no repentance. 
Anger is the root of poison 
That destroys all good. 

The Buddha praises those who kill anger. 

By killing anger, one feels no sadness. 


The bodhisattva says to himself: “I am cultivating compassion (karuria); I wish that all beings find 
happiness; anger destroys all good and pollutes everything; why would I commit such a sin? If I feel anger 
( krodha ) and aversion {pratigha ), I lose my own benefits; how then could I lead beings to happiness? 
Moreover, the Buddhas and bodhisattvas consider great compassion (mahakaruna) as fundamental. If, for 
this compassion I substituted this anger that is a destructive poison, that would be especially inappropriate. 
If the bodhisattva loses the basis of compassion, would he deserve the name of bodhisattva? Where would 
his quality come from? This is why it is necessary to develop patience. If a being inflicts harm on me, I 
must think of this being’s qualities ( guna ), for, although at the moment this being is committing a fault, 
otherwise [167b] he possesses good qualities; as a result of these qualities, he should not be hated. Besides, 
if this man curses me or beats me, it is in order to correct me; he is like a goldsmith who cleans the gold by 
putting it in the fire so that only the pure gold remains. If I suffer injury, the cause of it is in my earlier 
lifetimes ( purvajanman ); now I must pay; I should not be annoyed but I should practice patience. Finally, 
the bodhisattva treats belongs with loving-kindness ( maitri ), like little children. Now, in JambudvTpa, 
people feel very sad ( daurmanasya ) and their joyful days are rare. When they come to insult me or attack 
me, they have so much joy! Joy is so difficult to obtain that I will allow them to insult me. Why? Because 
from my first resolution {prathamacittotpdda ), I have decided that they should find joy. 

Furthermore, in this world, beings are constantly tormented by illness ( vyddhi ); a cruel death 
(maranavaira) constantly awaits them like an enemy constantly spying on his opponent. How could an 
honest man not feel loving-kindness ( maitri ) and compassion ( karund) for them? Furthermore, if one 
wanted to increase their suffering, this suffering would not affect anyone else before one experiences it 
oneself. By reasoning in this way, one will not become annoyed with them and one will develop patience. 

Moreover, it is necessary to consider the gravity (dosatv a) of hatred ( dvesa, pratigha ); of the three poisons 
{trivisa), it has no equal; of the 98 fetters {samyojana), it is the most solid; of all the sicknesses of the mind 
(i cittavyddhi ), it is the most difficult to cure. The hateful man does not distinguish between good ( kusala ) 
and bad {akusala), between sin (dpatti) and merit ( punya ), between profit ( labha ) and loss ( hdni ); he does 
not reflect; he will fall into the unfortunate destinies ( durgati ) and will forget beneficent (subhasita) words; 
he neglects his reputation; he ignores the efforts of others and does not clean out his own physical and 
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mental torments; hatred having covered over his eye of wisdom ( prajnacaksus ), he devotes himself 
particularly to tormenting others. 

This is how a rsi who possessed the five supernatural powers (, abhijna ) destroyed a whole country in the 
manner of an outcaste ( candala ) simply out of hatred, even though he practiced pure asceticism 
( visuddayoga ). 341 


341 Reference is made to this event in a passage in the Updlisutta of the Majjhima, I, p. 378, reproduced textually in 
Milinda, p. 130: “Have you heard, O householder, how the forest of Dandaka, the forest of Kalinga, the forest of 
Mejjha and the forest of Matanga have been deserted and emptied of inhabitants? - I have heard, O venerable one, 
that it was be the mental misdeed of rsis.” 

The Sanskrit version of this passage occurs in a fragment of the Upalisutra found by S. Levi in Kathmandu 
and published in JA 1925, p. 29-30 which has a development missing in the Pali: "Have you heard, O householder, 
by whom the forests of Dandaka, of Kaliiiga and Mataiiga have been completely emptied leaving only the spaces in 
the forests? Thereupon Upali, the householder, remained silent. Later, Upali replied: “I have heard, O Gautama, that 
the cause was the mental anger of the rsis.” - The Chinese translation of the Tchong a han, T 26, no. 133, p. 630a, 
closely follows this version. 

Another Sanskrit version of this passage occurs in a citation from the Vimsika, ed. Levi, p. 10. For the 
Tibetan version, see L. de La Vallee Poussin, Vimsakakarikaprakarana, Museon, 1912, p. 64; and for the Chinese 
versions, T 1588, p. 69c; T 1589, p. 73b; T 1590, p. 77a. 

Of the three royal kingdoms mentioned here, at least two are well known: Kalinga is actually Orissa; 
Dandaka covered the entire region of the Vindhya from the Vidarbha to the Kalinga (cf. B. C. Law, India as 
described in early texts of Buddhism and Jainism, 1941, p. 106) The Majjharanna of the Pali version may be a faulty 
reading of the Sanskrit version: aranyi sunyani medhylbhutani. It should not be forgotten that the Pali texts have 
been revised according to a Sanskrit norm (cf. J. Bloch, L ’Indo-Aryen, 1934, p. 8). 

S. Levi, Pour Vhistoire du Rdmayana, JA, Jan-Feb. 1918, p. 97, has looked into the story of the 
destruction of the Dandakaranya in the Ramayana, VII, 8 IB; the rsi Usanas, furious at the violence used by the king 
Danda against his daughter, pronounced a curse, and the land, flourishing as it had been, was changed into a wild 
forest. - But the destruction of the Dandaka is well known in the Buddhist tradition: 

1) The Pali texts (Jataka, III,p. 463; V, p. 133 seq., 267; Papanca, III, p. 60-65) tells the following: 
Kisavaccha, disciple of Sarabhaiiga, in search of solitude, was established in King Dandaki’s park, near the city of 
Kumbhavatl in Kalinga. One day when King Dandaki was leaving to suppress a revolt, he thought he could make 
himself lucky by spitting on Kisavaccha and throwing his tooth-pick at him. The gods were indignant, killed the king 
and destroyed the whole country. Only three people escaped death: the rsi Kisavaccha, the leader of the anny who 
had become his disciple, and a certain Rama, originally from Benares, who was spared as a result of his filial piety. 
The forest that grew up in that desolated land was called Dandakaranna. 

2) The Mahavastu, III, p. 363, tells another version which is of some interest: A pupil of the rsi Kasyapa, 
called Vatsa, surrounded by five hundred disciples, lived at Anuhimavat in a hermitage on the shore of the Ganges; 
they all possessed the five powers, practiced the four trances, had renounced desires, and were of noble conduct and 
great power. Then Vatsa, suffering from a wind sickness and unable to withstand the bitter cold at Anuhimavat, went 
away to the Dekhan, to the city of Govardhana. King Dandaki, who reigned there, was an irreligious man and an 
impious king without the correct view, eager for pleasure, full of wrong ideas, ignoring his mother and father, with 
neither religious life nor chastity, cruel, pitiless and violent. Seeing the rsi Vatsa, he buried this peaceful, harmless 
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Finally, the hateful man, like the tiger or wolf, is hard to withstand; like a pernicious ulcer, it pierces and 
easily becomes poisoned. The hateful man is like a poisonous snake that people look at without pleasure. 
When a man accumulates anger, his bad feelings develop and he ends up in unexpected crimes: he kills his 
father and rebels against the Buddha. 


[The schism of Kausamb f] 342 

The bhiksus of the kingdom of Kiu chan mi (Kausamb!) [were quarreling amongst themselves] for futile 
reasons; the feelings of anger increased and they were split into two groups. An end [to the schism] was 
attempted but after three months there was no success. The Buddha went to their community and, raising 
his right hand marked with the sign of the wheel, he [tried to] stop them, saying: 343 


You others, O bhiksus. 

Do not provoke quarrels ( vivada ). 

By continuing in bad feelings 

One exposes oneself to very heavy punishment. 


You are seeking nirvana 

You have renounced material profit. 


and innocent man in the earth. But the prime minister of the kingdom, named Vighusta, pulled the still living rsi 
from under the pile of earth, prostrated before him and begged for pardon: “O venerable one, I do not approve the 
violence the king has done to you; I beg you to show your indulgence.” The rsi said to him: “Go as far away as you 
can from this kingdom, O minister; in seven days I shall die and, after my death, there will be intense panic in this 
kingdom.” Hearing the words of the rsi Vatsa, the minister with his children, his wife , his entourage and all his 
relatives left the kingdom of Dandaki and went to another kingdom. At the end of seven days, the rsi Vatsa died and 
immediately after his death, there was a great upheaval of all the elements so that the entire kingdom was reduced to 
ashes in one night. 

34_ For the schism of KausambI and particularly the last quarrel that caused the Buddha to leave the city, see: 

Pali sources: Majjhima, III, p. 152-154; Vinaya, I, p. 341-342, 349-350; Jataka, III, p. 486-490; 
Dhammapaddattha, I, p. 53-56 (tr. Burlingame. Legends, I, p. 176-178); Sarattha, II, p. 304. 

Sanskrit sources: Kosambakavastu, Gilgit MS, III, 2, p. 181-186. 

Chinese sources: Tchinga a han,T 26, no. 72, k. 17, p. 53b-c; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 16, p. 626b seq.; 
Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 24, p. 160a;Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 882b; partially versified version in Ta tchouang yen 
louen king, T 201, no. 51, k. 9, p. 304a-305b (tr. Huber, Sutralamkara, p. 246-253). 

343 These stanzas have nothing in common with those which the Vinaya, I, p. 349-350, and the Majjhima, III, p. 
154, make the Buddha pronounce in this circumstance; on the other hand, they show an undeniable resemblance to 
the version of the Sutralamkara, tr. Huber, p. 246-247. 
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You are living in the holy Dharma, 


[167c] Why are you quarreling? 


In worldly people, quarrels 
May still be excused. 

But among monastics 
How can they quarrel? 

The monastic who nourishes in his heart 
The poison [of hatred] is doing harm to himself. 
It is like fire, flashing forth from a cold cloud 
Which burns the body. 


The bhiksus said to the Buddha: “Let the Buddha, the teacher of the Dharma (dharmasvamin), remain 
humble and silent ( alpotsukas tusmmbhutas tisthatu); as for us, we cannot remain silent when we are 
attacked.” 344 Persuaded that these men could not be saved, the Buddha rose up into the sky (upari vihdyasd 
prakrantah) in the very midst of the assembly 345 and went away. He entered into a forest 346 [and there 
[entered into] meditative stabilization of tranquility ( samathasamddhi ). 


344 Cf. Vinaya, I, p. 349; Majjhima, III, p. 153: Annataro bhikkhu Bhagavantam etad avoca: Agametu, bhante, 
Bhagavd dhammassdmi; appossukko, bhante, Bhagava ditthadhammasukhavihdram amuyutto viharatu; mayatn 
etena bhandanena kalahena viggahena vevadena pannndyissdma ti: “A certain monk said to the Bhagavat: Lord, let 
the Blessed One, the teacher of the Dharma, be patient! Lord, let the Blessed One remain tranquil in the Blissful 
Abode that he has attained in this life. As for us, we recognize ourselves to be in the middle of this altercation, this 
dispute, this struggle and this argument.” - Similar reply in the Gilgit MS, III, 2, p. 186: Evam ukte Kosambakd 
bhiksavo Bhagavatam etadavocan: Dharmasvdmi Bhagavdn dharmasvdmT Sugatah. Ete ‘smdkam vaksyanti 
duruktdni durbhdsitdni, vayam esam kimartham marshayama iti : “ The monks of KausambT said to the Bhagavat: 
“The Blessed One is the teacher of the Dharma, the Well-gone One is the teacher of the Dharma, but for us, why 
should we pardon those who speak insults and heresies?” 

345 This journey in the air is also mentioned in the Gilgit MS, III, 2, p. 186; Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 24, p. 160a23; 
Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 43, p. 882c25. The Pali sources do not give this detail. 

346 In the forest of Parileyyaka, where a lone elephant brought him food and drink; cf. Samyutta.III, p. 95; Udana, p. 
41-42; Vinaya, I, p. 352-353; Jataka, p. 489; Dhammapadattha, I, p. 58-60; Tchong a han T 26, k. 17, p. 536a; Wou 
fen liu, T 1421, k. 24, p. 160a. 
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The sin of anger is so serious that it happens that one no longer accepts the words of the Buddha; this is 
why anger must be chased away and patience cultivated. Besides, by cultivating patience, one easily 
obtains loving-kindness ( maitri ) and compassion ( karund); thanks to these, one reaches Buddhahood. 




Question. - Patience is a fine quality among all the qualities, but there is a case where it is impossible: 
when a person of little worth looks you up and down and treats you fearfully; then patience is not called 
for. 

Answer. - When a person of little worth looks you up and down and treats you fearfully, you are tempted 
to not endure him. However, the sin of impatience is more serious than the insult. Why? Because the 
impatient person is scorned by the saints (aiyd) and by honest people (sajjana), whereas the patient person 
is scorned only by common people. Of the two despisals, better to be despised by the ignorant than by the 
saints. Why? The ignorant scorns what is not despicable, [namely, patience], whereas the saint despises that 
which is despicable, [namely, impatience]. This is why one should practice patience. 

Furthermore, even without practicing generosity ( dana ) or rapture ( dhydna ), the patient person always 
attains marvelous qualities ( guna); he is reborn among the gods or among men and later will attain 
buddhahood. Why? 

Because his mind is gentle ( mrdu ) and tender ( taruna ). 

Furthermore, the bodhisattva says to himself: “The person who is tormenting me today is concerned with 
destroying my patience. Not only do I have his scorn, his curses and his irons to suffer, but if I lose 
patience, I will also fall into the hell ( niraya ) of burning iron walls and earth where I will suffer immense 
pain; the burns that I would suffer would be indescribable.” This is why the bodhisattva is aware of his 
nobility, even if the ordinary man treats him scornfully; if he resisted and stood on his own dignity, [his 
self-love] would be satisfied but he would be base. That is why he should be patient. 

Furthermore, the bodhisattva says to himself: Since the first time that I made the resolution 
( prathamacittotpada ), I have sworn, in the interest of others, to heal all their mental sicknesses 
(cittavyddhi). Today, this man is sick with anger (pratighasamyojanena vyddhita ); I want to cure him. 
Would he be calmed if I added my own sickness to his, [in other words, if I wanted to cure his anger by 
means of my own anger]? The master physician ( bhaisajyaguru ) cures all illnesses; if a sick person beset 
by a demon draws his knife and insults him, without making a distinction between friend and enemy, the 
physician who understands demonic sicknesses wants only to cure him and has no hatred for him. It is the 
same for the bodhisattva; when a being torments or insults him, he [168a] knows that this being is sick with 
the passion “anger” ( dvesaklesa ), and that he is led by rage; the bodhisattva cures him by skillful means 
(; updya ), without feeling any aversion toward him.” 


701 



Moreover, the bodhisattva takes care of all beings and loves them like his children; when they bother him, 
the bodhisattva has compassion for them, is not cross with them and does not scold them. A loving father 
takes care of his sons and his grandsons; they are young and have no discretion and sometimes they insult 
and beat their father disrespectfully and fearlessly; but their father pardons these young fools and his love 
for them only increases; even though they have done wrong to him, he is not annoyed and does not hate 
them. The bodhisattva’s patience is like that. 

Moreover, the bodhisattva says to himself: “If beings persecute me, I must endure it. If I do not endure it, I 
would regret it from this life on and, later, I would fall into hell ( niraya ) where I will suffer greatly, If I am 
reborn among the animals ( tiiyagyoni ), I will be a poisonous dragon, a perfidious serpent, a lion, tiger or 
wolf. If I am reborn among the pretas, fire will come out of my mouth; like a man caught in a fire, at first 
the burn is slight, but later it gradually increases.” 

Moreover, the bodhisattva says to himself: “As a bodhisattva, I want to do good ( hita ) to beings; if I am 
unable to endure them patiently, I am not called “bodhisattva”, I am called “wicked man”. 

Moreover, the bodhisattva says to himself: “There are two kinds of worlds ( loka ): the world of animate 
beings ( sattvaloka ) and the world of inanimate beings ( asattvaloka ). From the time of my first resolution 
( prathamacittotpada ), I have sworn, in the interest of beings, to withstand the torments coming from 
inanimate beings, stones, trees, wind, cold, heat, water and rain without impatience; today, it is this animate 
being that attacks me; I must endure it; why would I become irritated?” 

Moreover, the bodhisattva knows the distant origin [of beings]; it is in a complex of causes and conditions 
( hetupratyayasamagri ) that is metaphorically ( prajnapti ) given the name of ‘pudgala’ (man, individual), 
but there is no true pudgala. With whom then could he be annoyed? In this [alleged pudgala] there is just a 
pile of bones ( asthi ), blood ( sonita ), skin (chavi) and flesh like bricks piled one upon another, coming and 
going like a mechanical doll. Knowing that, there is no place for irritation with him. If I am angry, I am a 
fool ( miidha ) and will suffer the punishment myself. This is why it is necessary to exercise patience. 

Finally, the bodhisattva says to himself: “In the past, when the numberless Buddhas, as many as the grains 
of sand in the Ganges ( ganganadfvalukasama ), followed the bodhisattva path, they first practiced patience 
toward beings ( sattvaloka ) and then patience toward the Dharma ( dharmaksdnti ). I, who am today 
following the Path of the Buddha, must imitate the qualities of the Buddhas and not feel aversion 
( pratigha ), as that is the mark of Mara ( mdradhdtudharma ). This is why I must be patient.” 

He is patient for all these reasons. This is patience toward beings ( sattvaksanti ). 
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CHAPTER XXV: PATIENCE TOWARD THE DHARMA ( P 902F) 


I. GENERAL DEFINITION. 


[168b] What is meant by patience toward the Dharma ( dharmaksanti )? 

To endure sycophants and flatterers as well as violent and lustful people constitutes patience toward beings 
(, satvaksdnti ); to endure adulation ( satkara ) and flattery ( puja ) as well as violence ( vihethana ) and lust 
(, kamamithydcdra ) constitutes patience in regard to the Dharma ( dharmaksanti ). 

Furthermore, dharmaksanti consists of not feeling any of the six inner attractions (sadadhyatmikaruci), not 
seizing any of the six outer objects (saddhyasthula), and not making any distinction ( vikalpa ) between the 
two categories. Why? Because inner (ddhydtmikanimitta) is mixed with outer ( bdhyanimitta ) and outer is 
mixed with inner. Actually the two characteristics ( nimitta ) are equally nonexistent ( anupalabdha ), 
presenting a single nature (ekalaksana), resulting from the complex of causes and conditions 
(hetupratyayasdmagiyapeksa) and are really empty (sunya). The nature of all dharmas is eternal purity 
(nityavisuddhi), the true nature ( tathatd ), the limit of existence ( bhutakoti ), the real nature ( dharmatd). 
Dharmas are included in non-duality ( advayapatita ), but although they are without duality, they are not, 
however, single. Seeing all dharmas in this way, without developing them in one’s mind or in one’s firmly 
held views, is what is called dharmaksanti. Thus, in the P’i mo lo k’i king (Vimalaklrtinirdesasutra), the 
bodhisattva Fa tchou (Dharmasthiti) said: “Arising and cessation are two; the absence of arising ( anutpdda ) 
and the absence of cessation ( anirodha ) is the teaching on entering into non-duality 
(advayapravesadharmapaiydya).’' And, finally, the bodhisattva Wen chon che li (ManjusrI) said: “The 
absence of hearing, absence of seeing, cessation of all thoughts, absence of words and absence of speech, 
that is the teaching on the entry into non-duality.” [Questioned in turn about non-duality], Vimalakirti 
remained silent and said nothing; and all the bodhisattvas congratulated him, saying: “Good, good! That is 
the true teaching on the entry into non-duality.” 347 


347 Summary of the ninth chapter of the Vimalaklrtinirdesasutra, entitled Advayadharmaparydyapravesa (in Tib., 
Gnis su med pahi chos kyi skor hjug pa): cf. Wei mo kie king, T 474, k. 2, p. 530c; Wei mo kie so chouo king, T 
475, k. 2, p. 550b; Chouo wou keou tch’eng king, T 476, k. 4, p. 577a. - Here are the passages of T 375 to which the 
Mpps is referring here: At that time, Vimalakirti said to the bodhisattvas: “ Sirs, how does the bodhisattva enter into 
the teaching of nonduality ( advayadharmaparyaya )? Let each speak as he will.” In the assembly there was a 
bodhisattva named Fa tseu tsai (Dharmesvara) who said: “Sirs, arising ( utpada ) and cessation ( nirodhci ) are two. 
Dharmas that do not arise in the very beginning do not actually cease; subscribing to the doctrine of non-arising 
(anutpattikadharmaksanti ) in this way is to enter into the teaching of non-duality.” (p. 550b-c). - Twenty-six other 
bodhisattvas then gave their opinions, and the text continues: Each having spoken in turn, all these bodhisattvas 
asked ManjusrI: "How then does the bodhisattva enter into the teaching of nonduality?” ManjusrI answered: “In my 
opinion, in regard to dharmas, there are no words or speech, no statement or awareness; they elude questions 


703 



II. ENDURING OUTER AND INNER SUFFERINGS AND THE 
AFFLICTIONS. 


Furthermore, the dharmas altogether form two groups: i) beings ( sattva), ii) things ( dliarma ). We have 
already spoken about the bodhisattva’s patience toward beings (chapter XXIV); here we will speak about 
patience toward things. There are two kinds of things: i) mental things ( cittadhanna ), ii) extra-mental 
things ( acittadhanna ). - Among the extra-mental things, some are inner (ddhydtmika) and others are outer 
(bdiiya ). Cold (sita), heat ( usna) wind ( anila ), rain ( varsa ), etc., are outer; hunger ( ksudh ), thirst (pipdsa ), 
old age (jam), sickness (vyddhi), death (marana), etc., are inner: all the categories of this type are extra¬ 
mental. - Among the mental things, there are two types: i) anger (krodha, vydpdda), sadness 
(i daurmanasya ), doubt ( samsaya ), etc.; ii) lust ( rdga ), pride ( abhimdna ), etc.: these two categories are 
mental things. Whether it is a question of mental things or extra-mental things, the bodhisattva endures 
them both without flinching; this is what is called dharmaksdnti. 


[A. Enduring outer sufferings\. - 

Question. - With regard to a being (sattva), anger or killing are sinful whereas compassion is meritorious; 
but cold, heat, wind, or rain derive neither benefit nor inconvenience [from our attitude toward them]. Then 
why endure them? 

[168c] Answer. - 1) Although they derive no benefit or inconvenience [from our attitude], the very fact of 
experiencing annoyance or anger as a result of them is fatal to the bodhisattva’s career; this is why it is 
necessary to endure them. 

2) Moreover, in killing, the sin consists not in the very fact of killing a being but rather in the evil intention 
(dustacitta) which is the cause of the killing. Why is that? To kill a being, provided that it is without a 
predetermined intention (avydkrtacitta), does not constitute a sin, but to nourish benevolence for a being, 
even though this being derives no benefit from it, is very meritorious. This is why, even if cold, heat, wind 
or rain derive no benefit or inconvenience [from our attitude toward them], one commits a sin merely by 
having bad feelings toward them. Therefore they should be endured. 

3) Finally, the bodhisattva knows that it is as a result of his previous faults (purvdpatti) that he has taken 
birth in this sorrowful place (duhkhavihara); h says to himself: “What I myself have done I must myself 
endure.” Thanks to this reflection, he is able to endure [cold and the other outer sufferings]. 


( prasna ) and answers ( vyakarana ).” Then ManjusrI asked Vimalaklrti, saying: “We have all spoken in turn; now it is 
up to you to tell us how the bodhisattva enters into the teaching on nonduality.” But Vimalaklrti remained silent and 
did not speak. ManjusrI congratulated him: “Good! Very good! By having neither sounds ( aksara ) nor speech 
(abhildpa), that is truly entering into the teaching on nonduality.” (p. 551c). 
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[B. Enduring inner sufferings .] - 

1) Moreover, the bodhisattva says to himself: “There are two kinds of fields ( ksetra ), those that are pure 
(visudda), those that are impure (avisuddha ). The bodhisattva who has been born into an impure field and 
undergoes bitter suffering there, such as the torments of hunger or cold, makes the aspiration ( pranidhana ) 
[to possess] a pure field and says to himself: “When 1 will be Buddha, all these sufferings will not exist in 
my field; these sufferings, although they are impure, will be of benefit to me.” 

2) Moreover, the bodhisattva says to himself: “If the eight human situations (astern lokadharmdhf 8 cannot 
be avoided by the saints (arya), how then could I avoid them? Therefore I must endure them.” 

3) Moreover, the bodhisattva who reflects knows that the human body is without power or weight, is prey 
to old age (jam ), sickness (vyddhi) and death (marana). Even though the celestial existence [to which he 
could aspire] is pure, free of old age and sickness, the bodhisattva hesitates to become attached to celestial 
bliss. [Actually, a god (devaj\ is like a drunk man, unable to cultivate the merits of the Path (mdrgapunya), 
of entering the monastic life ( pravraj -) or of renunciation (viraj). Therefore it is in his human body that the 
bodhisattva is obliged to win merit and act for the benefit of beings. 

4) Moreover, the bodhisattva says to himself: “I have taken on a body made of the four great elements 
(mahabhuta) and the five aggregates ( skandha ); thus inevitably I will experience all kinds of suffering. It is 
impossible that one can avoid suffering when one assumes a body; rich or poor, monastic (pravrajita ) or 
lay ( grhasta ), foolish or wise, scholarly or ignorant, all cannot avoid it. The rich man experiences constant 
fear in guarding his wealth; he is like a fat sheep about to be led to the slaughterhouse; he is like a crow 
holding some meat in its beak with the other crows chasing it. The poor experience hunger and cold. The 
monk, despite the sufferings he undergoes in the present lifetime, will find happiness and will win the Path 
in the next lifetime. The lay person, despite the happiness he experiences in the present lifetime, will find 
suffering in the future lifetime. The fool, who is looking for happiness in the present lifetime, runs up 
against impermanence (anityatd) and then will find suffering. The wise person, who meditates on the 
sadness of impermanence, will later find happiness and will attain the Path. Thus all those who possess a 
body cannot avoid suffering. This is why the bodhisattva must cultivate patience. 

5) Moreover, the bodhisattva says to himself: The entire universe is suffering: how then could I seek 
happiness? 

6) Moreover, the bodhisattva says to himself: For innumerable cosmic [169a] periods (aprameyakalpa), I 
have ceaselessly undergone all the sufferings without getting any benefit; now that I am seeking 
buddhahood in the interests of beings, I should have great benefit in enduring this suffering. This is why he 
will patiently endure all outer and inner sufferings. 

7) Finally, with a great mind, the bodhisattva has made the aspiration (pranidhana ) to endure the sufferings 
of the A pi (avfci) hell and the No li (niraya) hell. How could he not endure the lesser sufferings [of the 
present]? If he does not withstand these petty sufferings, how will he withstand the great sufferings? 

348 The lokadharmas are eight in number: gain (labdha), loss ( aldhlia ), etc.; cf. DTgha, III, p. 260; Anguttara, IV, p. 
156 seq.; V, p. 53. 


705 



The enduring of these many outer inconveniences is called dharmaksanti. 


[C. Enduring the afflictions ]. - 

Question. - How are the inner mental sufferings endured? 

Answer. - 1) The bodhisattva says to himself: although 1 have not yet obtained the Path nor cut through the 
bonds ( bandhana ), if I do not withstand these sufferings, I am not yet a bodhisattva. He also says: If I had 
obtained the Path and cut through all the fetters ( samyojana ), I would have nothing else to endure. Besides, 
hunger, thirst, cold and heat are Mara’s outer army (marabahyasena); the fetters ( samyojana ) and the 
afflictions (klesa) are Mara’s inner army ( mdrddhydtmikasend). I must crush these two armies in order to 
attain buddhahood; if I do not succeed in that, the state of buddhahood will not be realized. 


[Padhanasutta] . 349 

It is said that when the Buddha was practicing the six years of austerity ( duskaracaiyd), king Mara came to 
see him and said: “Noble ksatriya, of the thousand parts ( sahasrabhdga ) that are in you, only one is still 
alive. Get up! Return to your land; win merit by generous gifts and you will find the path of human and 
divine happiness in this and future lifetimes. It is impossible for you to increase this painful effort. If you 
do not listen to my fond advice ( slaksnavdc ), if you persist in your mistake and do not get up, I will bring 
my great armies here and I will come to destroy you.” 350 


349 Cf. the Padhanasutta of Suttanipata, III, 2 (v. 425-449) designated above by the Traite, I, p. 341F under the name 
of Tsa tsang king (Ksudraka ). See the parallel texts there of the Suttanipata, v. 436-449 and of the Lalitavistara, p. 
262-263 

350 Cf. Suttanipata, v. 426b-428; Lalita, p. 261. 

Suttanipata Lalitavistara 

Kiso tvam asi dubbanno; Kriso vivarno dinas tvam, 

santike maranan tava. antilo maramam tava. 


Sahasscibhdgo maranassa, 
ekanso tava jivitam. 

Jivci bho! JTvitam seyyo; 
jivam punnani kdhasi. 

Carato ca te brahmacariyam 
agghhuttan ca jdhato, 
pahutam ciyate punnam; 

Mm padhhanena kdhasi. 

The Mpps comes closest to the 


Sahasrabhage maranam, 

ekabhdge cha jivitam. 


Dadatah satatam danam 

cignihotram ca juhvatah, 
bhavisyati mahatpunyam; 

Mm prahdne karihyasi. 
of the Lalita here. 
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The Bodhisattva answered: “Today I will destroy your inner armies that are so powerful, to say nothing of 
your outer armies.” - Mara asked: “What are my inner armies?” The Bodhisattva replied: 

Desire ( kama ) is your first army (send) 

Sadness ( arati ) is the second, 

Hunger and thirst ( ksutpipdsa ) are the third army, 

Greed (trsnd) is the fourth. 

Laziness-torpor (stydnamiddha) is the fifth army. 

Fear (bhaya) is the sixth. 

Doubt (vicikitsd) is the seventh army, 

Anger (krodha) and hypocrisy (mraksa) are the eighth. 

Cupidity (labha) and vainglory (: mithydyasas ) are the ninth. 

Glorification of the self (dtmotkdrd) and scorn of others ( pardvajnd) are the tenth. 

It is into those armies 

That monastics ( pravajita ) are plunged. 

By the power of my meditation and my wisdom 
I will crush your armies. 

Having attained Buddhahood 
I will save all people . 351 

The bodhisattva who has not yet crushed all these armies puts on the armor of patience ( ksdntivarman ), 
grasps the sword of wisdom ( prajndkhadga ), takes the buckler of rapture ( dhydnaphalaka ) and arrests the 
arrows of the afflictions ( klesesu ): this is called inner patience. 

351 See these stanzas above, Traite, I, p. 341-343F. 
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2) Moreover, the bodhisattva should exercise patience toward his own afflictions (klesa) but he must not 
cut the bonds ( bandhana ). Why? Because if he cut these bonds, the loss would be very serious: he would 
fall into the arhat class [169b] and would be no different than someone who has lost their senses. This is 
why he stops his passions but does not completely cut them; by cultivating patience he does not follow his 
passions ( samyojana ). 

Question. - How is he able to not follow his passions without having previously cut them? 

Answer. - By correct reflection ( samyagmanasikara ), while still having afflictions, he succeeds in not 
following them. By reflecting, he contemplates the empty impermanent nature of everything 
( sunyanityanimitta ) and, although the five desires ( pancakdma ) are still subtly present in him, he no longer 
produces any bond (bandhana). 

[The corpulent sheep without fat], - A king had a prime minister ( mahdmdtya ) whose faults he himself 
concealed so that they remained unknown. He said to him one day: “Go and find me a big sheep but that 
has no fat; if you don’t find one, I will inflict punishment on you.” The prime minister was learned: he 
chained up a big sheep, fed it with grass and grains; but three times each day, he frightened it with a wolf. 
Thus the sheep, in spite of all the food that it received, was big but had no fat. The minister brought the 
sheep and presented it to the king who commanded his people to kill it; it was big but had no fat. The king 
asked how that was done, and the minister gave him the reason we have just described. The bodhisattva 
acts in the same way: he contemplates ( samanupasyati ) the wolf of impermanence ( anityatd ), suffering 
(duhkha) and emptiness (sunya) in such a way that the fat of the passions ( samyojanameda ) melts while the 
flesh of the qualities ( gunamamsa ) becomes solid. 

3) Moreover, an immense reward ( apramdnavipdka ) is attached to the qualities ( guna ) and merits ( punya ) 
of the bodhisattva; this is why his mind is gentle ( tnrdu ) and tender ( taruna ), his fetters are slight and it is 
easy for him to cultivate patience. He will act in the manner of the royal lion ( simhardja ); when he roars in 
the forest and when people, on seeing him, prostrate with their face on the ground begging for mercy, the 
lion releases them and lets them go. The tiger ( vydgra ) and the jackal (sdrdula), smaller animals, do not act 
in this way. Why? Because the royal lion, a noble animal, has the discretion of knowledge, whereas the 
tiger and the jackal, lowly animals, do not have it. If bad troops succeed in finding a good leader, they are 
safe, but if they encounter only a mediocre soldier, they are lost. 

4) Moreover, by the power of his wisdom (prajha), the bodhisattva knows that anger ( h-odha ) has all kinds 
of defects and that patience has all kinds of qualities. This is why he is able to endure the fetters. 

5) Moreover, by the power of knowledge, the bodhisattva knows how to cut the fetters; but in the interest of 
beings, he prefers to remain in the world for a long time [and retain his passions]; however, he knows that 
the fetters are enemies and that is why, while enduring them, he does not follow them. The bodhisattva 
curbs these hostile passions and, without allowing them to be unleashed, he practices virtue. When one has 
an enemy whom, for some reason or other, one does not want to kill, one imprisons him closely some place 
and one goes about one’s own business. 
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6) Moreover, the bodhisattva who understands well the nature of dharmas ( dharmalaksana ) does not 
consider the fetters as bad and does not consider the qualities as good; this is why he does not hate the 
fetters and does not love the qualities. He practices patience with the power of this knowledge. Some 
stanzas say: 


The bodhisattva who has cut through all evil 
Will arrive at absolute cessation without residue. 
His qualities and merits are immense 
The action that he carries out is not ill-advised. 


In his great wisdom, the bodhisattva 
Does not destroy all the fetters. 

This is why he understands the nature of dharmas: 
[169c] Transmigration and nirvana are but one and not two. 


For these various reasons, without yet having obtained the Path, the bodhisattva endures all his afflictions. 
This is what is called dharmaksanti. 

7) Moreover, the bodhisattva knows that all the dharmas are of a single nature ( ekalaksana ), non-dual 
(. advaya ): 35 " 

a. All dharmas are intelligible ( vijndtalaksana ) and consequently “one”. The eye consciousness 
( caksurvijnana ) understands color ( rupa ), and so on up to the mental consciousness ( manovijhdna ) which 
understands dharmas. As a result of this characteristic of intelligibility, all dharmas are proclaimed “one”. 

b. All dharmas are knowable (jndtalaksana ) and consequently “one”. The duhkhe dharmajnana and the 
duhkhe ‘nvayajndna cognize the truth of suffering ( duhkhasatya ); the samudaye dharmajnana and the 
samudaye ‘nvayajndna cognize the truth of the origin of suffering ( samudayasatya ); the nirodha 
dharmajnana and the nirodhe ‘nvayajndna cognize the tmth of the cessation of suffering ( nirodhasatya ); 
the marge dharmajnana and the marge ‘nvayajndna cognize the truth of the Path ( mdrgasatya ). 353 Finally, 
excellent worldly knowledge ( kuhala laukikajhdna) also cognizes suffering ( duhkha ), its origin 
( samudaya ), its destruction (nirodha), the path of its cessation (marga), space (dkdsa ) and cessation not due 
to knowledge ( apratisamkhyanirodha ). As a result of this nature of cognizability, all dharmas are 
proclaimed “one”. 


352 The identical and multiple characteristics of the dhannas will be studied in detail below, k. 18, p. 194b-195c. 

353 For these knowledges which precede the laukikagradharma and whose subjects are the four noble Truths, cf. 
Samyutta, II, p. 58; Vibhanga, p. 293, 329; Kosa, VI, p. 179-185; Mahavyut., no. 1217-1232. 
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c. All dharmas are capable of being object (alambhana ) and consequently “one”. The visual consciousness 
{caksurvijndna) and the things associated with it (samprayuktakadharma) are concerned with color ( rupa ). 
In the same way, the auditory consciousness ( srotrav .), olfactory ( ghranav .), gustatory (jihvav.) and tactile 
(kdyav.) consciousnesses [are concerned with sound, smell, taste and the tangible] respectively. The mental 
consciousness ( manovijndna ) and the things associated with it are concerned with the eye ( caksus ), color 
{rupa) and the visual consciousness ( caksurvijndna ) as well as all the others, including the mind (; manas ), 
dharmas and the mental consciousness ( manovijndna ). As a result of this nature of objectivity, all dharmas 
are declared “one”. 

d. Moreover, some claim that all dharmas, taken separately, form a unity: One and one is two; three times 
one is three, and so on up to a thousand, ten thousand, etc. Everything reduces to unity; it is metaphorical 
(prajnapti ) to speak of thousands and tens of thousands. 

e. Finally, in all dharmas there is a characteristic that makes them to be declared “one”; they are one by 
means of this same characteristic. Every object ( sai'vadravya) is called ‘dharma’; by means of this nature of 
‘dharma’ it is one. [The patience consisting] of destroying any characteristic of multiplicity by means of 
innumerable categories of this type without, however, being attached to unity, is called dharmaksanti. 

8) Moreover, the bodhisattva sees everything as duality. What is duality? Duality is inner nature 
(adhyatmikanimitta) and outer nature ( bdhyanimitta ). As a result of this inner nature and this outer nature, 
that which is inner is not outer, and that which is outer is not inner. 

Moreover, all dharmas are dual by virtue of their nature of existence ( bhdva ) and their nature of 
nonexistence ( abhdva ). They are empty ( sunya) and non-empty (, asunya ), eternal ( nitya ) and transitory 
(i anitya ), personal (atmari) and non-personal (andtman), material {rupa) and non-material (arupya), visible 
{sanidarsana) and invisible {anidarsana), resistant {sapratigha) and non-resistant {apratigho), impure 
{sdsrava) and pure {andsrava), conditioned {samskrta) and unconditioned {asamskrta), mind {hitta) and 
non-mind {acittaka), of mental order {caitta) and of non-mental order {acitta), associated with mind 
{cittasamprayukta) and dissociated from mind {cittaviprayukta). [The patience that consists] of destroying 
uniqueness by means of innumerable categories of this type without, however, becoming attached to 
duality, is called dharmaksanti. 

9) Moreover, sometimes the bodhisattva sees all dharmas as triple. What is this triplicity? [All the dharmas] 
are lower (, avara ), middling {madhya) or higher {agra); good {kusala), bad {akusala) or indeterminate 
{avydkrta); existent, non-existent, neither existent nor non-existent; to be abandoned by seeing the truths 
{darsanaheya), to be abandoned by meditation {bhdvandheya), not to be abandoned (, aheya ); pertaining to 
the student {saiksa), pertaining to the teacher {asaiksa), pertaining to neither the student or the teacher 
{naivasaiksandsaiksa); involving retribution {savipdka), not involving retribution , involving neither 
retribution nor the absence of retribution. [The [170a] patience consisting] of destroying unity by means of 
innumerable ternary categories of this type without, however, being attached to multiplicity (ndnatvd) is 
called dharmaksanti. 

III. PATIENCE IN REGARD TO THE BUDDHADHARMA. 
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Moreover, although the bodhisattva has not yet obtained the pure Path ( anasravamarga ) and has not cut 
through the fetters ( samyojana ), he is able to adhere to the pure holy Dharma (anasravaryadharma) as well 
as the three seals of the Dharma (trividhadharmamudra). First seal: “All conditionings are transitory” 
(anityah sarvasamskdrah); second seal: “All dharmas are devoid of substantial self’ ( andtmdnah 
sarvadharmah)', third seal: “Nirvana is reality” ( satyam nirvdnam). 54 The saints (diya) who have obtained 
the Path (prdptamdrga) possess the knowledge of all that by themselves (svatah); but when the bodhisattva 
who has not obtained the Path believes in this teaching and adopts it, this is called dharmaksdnti. 

Moreover, there are fourteen difficult questions which the Buddha did not answer ( caturdasavydkrtavastu ): 
is the world eternal, is it not eternal, etc. [see above, Traite, I, p. 155F, 423F]: meditating on these questions 
without encountering obstacles (dvarana ) or losing the Middle Path ( madhyamd pratipad ), the ability to 
maintain such a position constitutes dharmaksdnti. 


[ Culamaluhkyasutta ]. 3 5 5 

A bhiksu who was reflecting and meditating on these fourteen difficult questions had no success in 
penetrating them and became impatient. Taking his robe and his begging bowl, he went to the Buddha and 
said: “If the Buddha will explain these fourteen difficult questions for me and satisfy my mind, I will 
remain his disciple; if he does not succeed in explaining them to me, I will seek another path.” The Buddha 
answered this fool ( mohapurusa ): “At the beginning, did you have an agreement with me that if I 
explained these fourteen difficult questions, you would be my disciple?” The bhiksu said “No.” The 
Buddha continued: “Fool! How can you say today that, if I do not explain that, you will not be my 
disciple? 1 preach the Dharma to save people stricken by old age (jard), sickness ( vyddhi ) and death 
(marana). These fourteen difficult questions are subject for debate ( vigrahasthdna ); they are of no use to 
the Dharma and are only futile proliferation (prapahca ). Why ask me these questions? If I answered, you 
would not understand; at the time of death, you would have understood nothing and you would not be 
liberated from birth, old age, sickness and death. - A man has been struck by a poisoned arrow 
(, savisasalya ); his relatives and his companions ( jhdtiparivdra ) have called a physician ( bhisaj -) to remove 
the arrow and apply an antidote. The wounded man says [to the physician]: “I will not let you take out the 
arrow until I know what is your clan ( gotra ), your name ( ndman ), your family (jati), your village {grama), 
your father and mother and your age (ayus); I want to know from which mountain the arrow came from, 
what kind of wood {kdnda) and feathers, who made the arrow-head and what kind of iron; then I want to 
know if the bow ( dhanus ) is of mountain wood or animal horn; finally, I want to know where the antidote 

354 Cf. the three dharmamudra of the dharmodddnacatustaya in Sutralamkara, ed. Levi, p. 149: sarvasamkdra 
anityah. sarvasamskdra duhkhdh, sarvadharmci andtmdnah, santam nirvdnam. 

355 Cf. Culamaluhkyasutta in Majjhima, I, p. 426-432 (tr. Chalmers, I, p. 304-307; Oldenberg, Bouddha, p. 311-312; 
Tchong a han, T 26, no. 221, k. 60, p. 804a-805c; Tsien yu king, T 94, p. 917b-918b. 

As in Milinda, p. 144-145, the Buddha responded to Malunkyaputta by not answering him at all 
{sthapamiya vyakaranam). 
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comes from and what is it name. After I have learned all these things, I will let you take out the arrow and 
apply the antidote.” - The Buddha then asked the bhiksu: “Will this man be able to know all these things 
and only after that let the arrow be removed?”. - The bhiksu answered: “The man will not succeed in 
knowing all that for, if he waited to know it all, he would be dead [before the operation].” The Buddha 
continued: “You are like him: the arrow of wrong views ( mithyadrstisalya ) dipped in the poison of thirst 
( trsndvisa ) has pierced your mind; I want to remove this arrow from you, my disciple; but you are 
unwilling to let me take it out, and you want to know if the world is eternal or non-eternal, finite or infinite, 
etc. You will not find what you are looking for, but you will lose the life of wisdom ( prajnajmta ); you will 
die like an animal and fall into the shadows.” Gradually the bhiksu 

[170b] understood the words of the Buddha deeply and later attain arhathood. 




Furthermore, the bodhisattva who wants to become omniscient (sarvajha) should discuss about all the 
dharmas and understand their true nature; he will find no obstacle or impediment in the fourteen difficult 
questions; he knows that they are serious mental illnesses; to be able to get out of them, to be able to endure 
them constitutes dharmaksanti. 

Furthermore, the Buddhadharma is very profound ( gambhira ), pure ( visuddha) and subtle ( suksma ); it is 
expressed in innumerable sermons of all kinds. To adhere to it wholeheartedly without hesitation ( samsaya) 
or regret ( vipratisdra ) constitutes dharmaksanti. As the Buddha said, dharmas, although empty (sunya), are 
neither cut ( samucchinna ) nor destroyed ( niruddha ). Arising from a series of causes and conditions 
(,hetupratyayasamtdna ), they are not eternal ( nitya ). Although the dharmas are impersonal ( andtman ), one 
does not escape from sin (dpatti) or merit (punya ). The mind lasts for only an instant ( ekaksanika ); material 
dharmas ( rupidharma ), the senses ( indriya ), the intellect, perish ceaselessly; without lasting until the next 
moment (prsthaksana ), they arise and perish ever anew; nevertheless, one does not escape from the actions 
(karman) that are causes and conditions for innumerable lifetimes. Although the aggregates ( skandha ), the 
elements ( dhdtu) and the bases of consciousness (dyatana) [that make up beings] are empty (sunya) and 
without self (andtman). beings wander in the five destinies (pancagad) and undergo transmigration. Such is 
the Buddhadharma, multiple (ndndvidha), profound (gambhira) and subtle (suksma); even though he has 
not yet attained buddhahood, [the bodhisattva] believes in it and adheres to it without hesitation or regret; 
that is what dharmaksanti consists of. 

Furthermore, whereas arhats and pratyekabuddhas, fearing transmigration, seek to enter nirvana as soon as 
possible, the bodhisattva, not being a Buddha, seeks omniscience (sarvajndna); out of compassion (karuna) 
for beings, he wants to understand, analyze, know the true nature of dharmas. The patience that he 
manifests to that end consitutes dharmaksanti. 

Question. - Flow does he see the true nature of dharmas? 


712 



Answer. - He sees that all the dharmas are without defects ( akhila ), indestructible ( abhedya ) and 
unchangeable ( avikdra ) and that that is their true nature. 

Question. - Every argument ( vdda ) may be turned around, refuted and confounded. Why do you say that 
indestructibility is the true nature of dharmas? 

Answer. - Because the dharmas are indestructible. In the Buddhadharma, every path of speech is surpassed, 
the functioning of the mind ( cittapravrtti ) is stopped; eternally unborn ( anutpanna ) and unceasing 
(aniruddha ), dharmas are like nirvana. Why? If dharmas existed in their true nature, they could not be non¬ 
existing; if they did not exist after having been, they would be destroyed. 

Furthermore, dharmas cannot be eternal ( nitya ). Why? If they were eternal, there would no longer be sin 
(dpatti) or merit (punya ), killing ( vadha ) or giving of life, asceticism (yoga ) or kind deeds (hita), bondage 
(bandhana) or freedom ( vimoksa ): the world would be nirvana. For all these reasons, dharmas cannot be 
eternal. 

If dharmas were transitory ( anitya ), they would be annihilated (ucchinna) and there would be no sin or 
merit, no increase or decrease; virtues ( guna ), actions (karmari), causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ), 
results (phala) and retribution (vipdka) would disappear. For all these reasons, dharmas cannot be 
transitory. 

Question. - You say that, according to the Buddhadharma, eternity ( sdsvata ) and impermanence (uhcheda) 
are equally unreal; but that is wrong. 

[170c] Why? In the Buddhadharma, eternity is real and impermanence is also real. Cessation due to 
knowledge ( pratisamkhydnirodha ), cessation not due to knowledge ( apratipsamlhydnirodha ) and space 
(dkdsa) are eternal: 356 they are eternal because they are not born, they do not perdure and they do not 
perish. The five aggregates ( skandha ) are impermanent: they impermanent because they are born (utpdda), 
they perdure ( sthiti ) and they perish ( nirodha ). Then why do you say that eternity and impermanence are 
equally unreal? 

Answer. - The saint (diya) has two types of language ( abhildpa ): i) an artificial language (updydbhildpa), 
a true language ( samyagabhildpa ). In the artificial language, he will speak of the eternal [principle] or 
the transitory [principle] according to whether the listener holds the individual (pudgala) to be a simple 
assemblage of causes and conditions (hetupratyaya) or a true being (sattvd). 

See what has been said with regard to “therapeutic viewpoint” (prdtipdksika siddhdnta) [Cf. Traite, I, p. 
27F seq., and especially p. 32F]. When the saint speaks of impermanence, he wants to uproot attachment to 
the pleasures of the threefold world: the Buddha wonders how to lead these beings to acquire renunciation 
of desire ( vairdgya ); this is why he speaks of impermanent dharmas. A stanza says: 


By seeing the unborn dharma, one escapes from dharmas that are born; 


356 These are the three asamskritas; cf. Kosa, I, p. 8. 
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By seeing the unconditioned dharma, one escapes from conditioned dharmas. 


Why is rebirth (punarbhava) called the complex of causes and conditions ( hetupratyayasdmagri )? Non¬ 
eternal ( anitya ), non-independent ( asvatantra ), coming from causes and conditions ( hetupratyaydpeksa ), it 
possesses a nature of old age, sickness and death ( jaravyadhimaranalaksana ), a nature of deception 
(vipralambhanalaksana) and a nature of destruction ( avadaranalaksana ). This is called rebirth; it is a 
conditioned dharma (samskrtadhrma). As was said in regard to the ‘therapeutic point of view’ [Traite, I, p. 
36-38], eternity and impermanence are not real characteristics, for they are both defects. 

To say that dharmas are both eternal and transitory is a foolish argument. Why? It is both denying the 
denial of non-existence and denying the existence of that which is not denied. If one denies both of these, 
what is the dharma of which one will still be able to say anything? 

Question. - In the Buddhadharma, characterized by eternal emptiness ( sunya ), there is neither existence 
( bhdva ) nor non-existence ( abhdva ). Emptiness {sunya) excludes existence, and the emptiness of emptiness 
( sunyasunyata) prevents non-existence; this adds up to the fact that there is neither existence nor non¬ 
existence. Why accuse that of being a foolish argument? 

Answer. - The Buddhadharma in its true nature transcends every belief ( grdha ) and every opinion 
(abhinivesa). By believing in dharmas that are neither existent nor non-existent, you are holding a foolish 
argument. To affirm both non-existence and not non-existence is a debatable and refutable thesis; it is a 
theoretical position ( cittotpddasthiti ) and an occasion for dispute {vivddasthdna). The Buddhadharma is not 
like that. Even though there are reasons for affirming non-existence and not non-existence, the 
Buddhadharma does not express an opinion {abhinivesa) on this subject; as it dos not express an opinion, it 
cannot be refuted or confounded. The Buddhist position is the same [for the other difficult questions: [See 
Traits, I, p. 155F, 423F]: are dharmas finite, infinite, both finite and infinite, neither finite nor infinite? 
Does the Tathagata exist after death, does he not exist after death, does he exist and not exist after death, is 
it false that he exists and does not exist after death? Is the vital principle (jiva) the same thing as the body 
(sartra), is the vital principle different from the body? - All of that is futile. [The bodhisattva] also 
considers as wrong all the theories relating to the sixty-two views ( drstigata ). 357 He avoids them all; he 
believes in the pure unalterable nature (visuddhdvikdralaksana) of the Buddhadharma; his mind is free of 
regret and functioning. This is what is called dhannaksdnti. 

[171a] Furthermore, existence {bhdva) and non-existence {abhdva) are two extremes {anta). If one 
considers dharmas at the time of their arising {utpdda) and of their duration {sthiti), one has the view of 
existence (bhdvadrsti); if one considers dharmas at the time of their aging (jam) and their cessation 
(vibhahga), one has the view of non-existence (abhdvadrsti). Beings of the threefold world 
(traidhdtukasattva) are often attached (abhinivisante) to these two views, but these two concepts are wrong 


357 These are the 62 drstigata the root of which is satkayadrsti ; detailed explanation in Brahmajalasutta, Digha, I, p. 
40. - See also above, Traite, I, p. 423F. 
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and unreal. If existence really existed, there would be no non-existence. Why? To no longer be after having 
been ( bhutva abhava ) is to undergo destruction ( ucchedapatana; such a destruction is impossible ( ayukta ). 

Furthermore, all dharmas are said to exist by reason of the complex of names and conventions 
( ndmasamketasdmagri ). This is why dharmas coming from the complex of names and conventions do not 
exist (nopalabhyante). 

Question. - Although dharmas coming from names and conventions do not exist, the complex of names 
and conventions itself does exist! 

Answer. - If there were no dharmas, for what would names and conventions be united? There are no names 
or conventions either. 

Furthermore, if dharmas really existed, there would be no need for a mind ( citta ) or a consciousness 
( yijndna ) to cognize their existence. If a mind and a consciousness are needed to cognize their existence, 
they do not exist. Thus, the solidity ( khakkhatatva ) of earth ( pithivif 58 is cognized by the body organ 
(; kayendriya ) and the body consciousness (, kdyavijndna ); but if there were no body organ or body 
consciousness to cognize it, there would be no solidity. 

Question. - Whether the body organ and the body consciousness cognize it or not, the earth is always 
characterized by solidity. 

Answer. - One cognizes the existence of this solidity if one has already recognized its existence or has 
heard someone else speak about it; but if one did not know it beforehand or if one has not heard speak of it, 
there would be no solidity. 

Furthermore, if the earth were always solid, it would never lose this characteristic. But, like solidified 
butter, wax or vegetable gum, earth can become liquid and lose its characteristic of solidity. It is the same 
for gold, silver, copper, iron, etc. The characteristic of water (dpas ) is liquidity (dravatva) but, by the action 
of cold, it solidifies. Many things lose their characteristics in this manner. 

Furthermore, the teachers of the Dharma ( upadesdcdiya ) can trnasform existence into nothingness and 
nothingness into existence, [p. 920F, 1. 10-11]. Saints (diya) and great meditators (dydyin) can change earth 
( prthivi ) into water (dpas) and water into earth. 359 All these dharmas are transfomable as has been said in 
regard to the ten views as totality ( h-tsndyatana ). 360 

Furthermore, this view of existence (bhdvadrsti) arises from desire (rdga), hatred ( dvesa ), delusion (moha), 
the bonds (bandhana) or disputes ( vivdda). Now any position ( sthana) that gives rise to desire, hatred, etc., 
is foreign to the Buddhadharma. Why? Because the Buddhadharma, by its very nature, is good (kusala) and 
pure ( suddha ). Therefore [this view of existence] is false. 


358 For the nature of the four great elements, earth, water, fire and wind, see Kosa, I, p. 22-23. The discussion started 
here will be resumed below, k. 18, p. 194c. 

359 For this power of transfonnation, see above, Traite, I, p. 383F, n. 1 and below, p. 73 IF. 

360 See Kosa, VIII, p. 214. 
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Furthermore, all dharmas are grouped into two categories: i) material dharmas ( rupidharma ), and ii) non¬ 
material dharmas ( arupidharma ), Material dharmas can be divided down to the subtle atom ( paramanu ) 
and endless dispersion, as we have seen in regard to the refutation of the gift given ( dehadrvaya ) in the 
chapter on Danaparamita [see above, p. 729F]. Non-material dharmas are not cognized by the five faculties. 
Therefore it is by means of considering the moment of birth-duration-destruction of the mind 
(manasutpddasthitibhangapanksd) that we know that the mind ( citta ) is composed of parts ( sabhdga ). 
Since it consists of parts, it is transitory ( anitya ); being transitory, it is empty ( sunya); being empty, it is 
nonexistent ( asat ). In the time of a finger-snap ( acchatdmdtrena ), there are sixty moments (ksana)', 36 ' in 
each ksana , the mind is born ( utpdda ) and ceases ( bhanga ); but as it arises in a series (prabandhenotpddat ), 
we know that this is a mind of desire ( rdgacitta ), that, a mind of anger ( dvesacitta ), or a mind of delusion 
(mohacitta), [171b] a mind of faith (prasddacitta ), or a pure min d (visuddhacitta) of wisdom (prajnd) or 
rapture ( dhydna ). The ascetic considers the arising and cessation of the mind to be like a water torrent 
(aghavdri) or the flame of a lamp ( dipajvdla ): this is called crossing the threshold of knowledge of 
emptiness ( sunyatdjnanadvarapravesa ). Why? If the mind arises in one moment ( ekaksana ) and perishes in 
another moment ( anyaksana ), this mind would be eternal (anitya). Why is that? Because it would be 
escaping from destruction during a short instant. Now, if it escaped destruction even for a moment, it would 
be free of destruction forever. Besides, the Buddha said that the conditioned has three characteristics, birth, 
duration and destruction. If its arising lasted for one brief instant, it would be free of destruction and would 
not be a conditioned dharma ( samskrtadharma ). If the arising, duration and cessation of the mind occupied 

361 The ksana, moment, is the shortest time. Buddhists of the Lesser Vehicle agree in saying that dharmas are 
ksanika, momentary, but disagree on the meaning of this epithet. Pali scholars and the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasikas, 
who accept the existence of the past and the future and who recognize in the ksanika dharma two, three or four 
characteristics of the conditioned dharma ( samskrtadharmalaksana ), see above, Traite, I, p. 36F, n. 2), are of the 
opinion that the dharma arises, perdures and perishes in the space of one ksana (cf. Visuddhimagga, p. 431, 473; 
Abhidhammatthasa a gha, tr. Aung, , Compendium , p. 25; P’i p’o cha, T 1545k. 39, p. 201b-c; Kosa, II, p. 222-226; 
Samghabhadra, T 1562, k. 13, p. 409b-c). - The Sautrantikas who deny the past and the future and reject the 
characteristics of the conditioned dharma, birth, etc., (cf. Kosa, II, p. 226-230), see, in the ksana, “the nature of the 
thing which is to perish immediately [and spontaneously] after it has been bom” (cf. Kosa, IV, p. 4; Tattvasamgraha, 
p. 142). - Following them, the Madhyamikas and the Vijnanavadins reject the characteristics of the conditioned 
dharma; cf. Madli, vrtti, p. 145-179; 545-547; Mpps, k. 1, p. 60b ( Traite , I, p. 37F); Siddhi, p. 64-68. - See the 
Sarvastivadin-Sautrantika argument in L. de La Vallee-Poussin, Note sur le “moment’’ des bouddhistes , RO, VIII, 
1931, p. 1-13; Sarvdstivada, MCB, V, 1937, p. 151-158. 

Scholars have tried to establish the relative duration of the ksana relative to the tatksana, lava, muhurta, 
etc. Cf. Divyavadana, p. 645; P’i p’o cha, T 1545, k. 136, p. 701b; Kosa, III, p. 179. “In the time that a strong man 
snaps his fingers” (acchatdmdtra or acchatdsamghdtamatra ), the Mpps counts 60 ksanas here; the Vibhasha (T 
1545, k. 136, p. 701 b 14) counts 64; the Kosa (III, p. 178), Samghabadra (T 1562, k. 32, p. 521cl3-14) and the 
Madh. vrtti (p. 547) count 65. 

- The original phrase is known in the Madh vrtti, p. 547: balavatpurusdcchatamdtrena pancashastih ksana 
atikrdmanti. The expression acchatd or acchatdsamghata (in Pali, acchard, accharasamghdta) indicates the gesture 
of snapping the fingers; it is found, e.g., in Anguttara, I, p. 10, 34, 38; Milinda, p. 102; DTvya, p. 142, 555; 
Mahavyut., np. 2802, 826. 
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[altogether] only a single moment, why does arising of necessity precede cessation? Could it not just as 
well follow it? Moreover, if the mind at first existed and then had birth, it would not depend on birth [to 
exist]. Why? Because the mind would be existent in advance. If birth existed before [the mind], this would 
be a birth where nothing was being born. Finally, birth and cessation are opposed to each other 
(anyonayaviruddha ) by nature; if there is birth, there cannot be cessation; at the moment of cessation there 
cannot be arising; consequently, they do not exist at the same moment, or at different moments. Therefore 
there is no arising; if there is no arising, there is no duration or cessation; if there is no duration or 
cessation, there is no mental dharma ( caitasikadharma ); if there is no mental dharma, there is no dharma 
dissociated from the mind ( cittavipmyukta ); since conditioned dharmas ( samskara ) , namely, material 
dharmas ( rupidharma ) and non-material dharmas ( arupidharma ) do not exist, unconditioned dharmas 
(i asamsbia ) do not exist either. Why? Because it is due to conditioned dharmas that there are unconditioned 
dharmas; if there are no conditioned dharmas, there cannot be any unconditioned dharmas. 

Furthermore, by considering the impermanence of karman, we understand the eternity of akarman. If this is 
so, we now see that karman is existence ( bhdva ) that akarman is non-existence ( abhdva ). Consequently an 
eternal dharma does not exist ( nopalabhyate ). 

Furthermore, among the eternal dharmas of which the heretics ( tfrthika ) and the disciples of the Buddha 
speak, some are the same whereas others are different. The ones that are the same are space (dkdsa ) and 
nirvana. The heretics accept a soul (dtman), time ( kdla ), direction (clis), the subtle atom ( paramdnu ), 
darkness ( tamas ) and other categories of the same type, different [from those of the Buddhists]. 362 
Moreover, the disciples of the Buddha say that cessation not due to knowledge (, apratisamkhydnirodha ) is 
eternal; they also say that uncaused dharmas ( apratftyasamutpanna ) are eternal, whereas dharmas resulting 
from causes and conditions (pratityasamutpanna) are transitory. In the Mahayana, permanence ( nityatd ), 
the nature of things ( dharmatd ), the true nature ( tathatd), the summit of existence ( bhutakoti ) and other 
[synonyms] of this type are called eternal dharmas, space (dkdsa) and nirvana, as was said before in the 
chapter dedicated to the praise of the Bodhisattva (cf. Traite, I, p. 38F, 39F n. 1, 45F). In regard to the soul, 
time, direction and the subtle atom [of the heretics], see also what has been said above (above, p. 725F 
seq.). This is why we cannot speak of the existence of dharmas. 

If dharmas are non-existent, they are of two categories: i) permanently non-existent, ii) non-existent 
following a cessation ( vibhanga ): 

a. If, having previously existed they no longer exist now or, if presently existing, they will not exist later, 
there is cessation. If that is so. then there is no [171c] longer cause (hetu) or condition (pratyaya ). If there is 
no longer any cause or condition, then anything can come from anything, or also, nothing comes from 
anything. And it is the same in the future. But if causes and conditions for sins (dpatti) and merits ( punya ) 
being suppressed, and if there is no longer any difference between the poor ( daridra ) and the rich ( dhanya ), 


36i Here the Mpps is attacking the Vaisesikas who accept the dtman, kdla, and dis among their nine substances and 
establish the existence of the paramdnu; the mention of tamas refers probably to the Samkhyas who make darkness 
one of the three gunas of the Prakrti. 
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between the noble ( pramta ) and the humble ( hum ), then one ends up in the unfortunate destinies (, durgati ) 
and in the animal {tiiyagyoni) realms. 

b. If one claims [that the dharmas are] permanently non-existent, one misunderstands [the four noble 
Truths] of suffering ( duhkha ), its origin ( samudaya ), its cessation ( nirodha ) and the path to its cessation 
(marga). If one suppresses the four Truths ( satya ), the Jewel of the Dharma (, dharmaratna ) no longer 
exists. If the Jewel of the Dharma no longer exists, the eightfold noble Path (astdhgaryamdrga) disappears. 
If the Jewel of the Dharma ( dharmaratna ) and the Jewel of the Samgha ( samgharatna ) disappear, there is 
no longer the Jewel of the Buddha ( buddharatna ). If that is so, the Three Jewels are destroyed. Besides, if 
all dharmas are really empty ( sunya ), there would be no sin (dpatti) or merit {punya ), no father or mother, 
no world or rituals, no good or evil; good and evil would be confounded with a multiple succession [of 
consequences]; everything would vanish, like visions in a dream ( svapnadarsana ). These are the faults to 
which one is exposed if one claims that [dharmas] are really non-existent. Who would believe that 
statement? If one claims that one sees [dharmas] to exist because of a mistake ( viparydsa ), then, when one 
sees one person, perhaps one is seeing two or three persons? For, if dharmas are truly non-existent, by 
seeing them, one is committing a mistake. By not falling into views of existence and non-existence 
( bhdvdbhdbadrsti ), one gains the middle Path ( madhyamdpratipad ), the true nature [of things]. 

How can one know the truth? 

By complying with what has been identified ( jnata ) and said ( ukta ) by the Buddhas and bodhisattvas of the 
past (dtfta) numerous as the sands of the Ganges (gangdnadivdlukdsama), with what will be identified and 
said by the Buddhas and bodhisattvas of the future ( andgata ) numerous as the sands of the Ganges, with 
what is identified and said by the Buddhas and bodhisattvas of the present ( pratyutpanna ) numerous as the 
sands of the Ganges. If the mind of faith (prasddacitta ) is great, one escapes from doubt ( samsaya ) and 
regret ( vipratisdra ); if the power of the faith (prasddabala ) is great, one can grasp and adopt the Dharma: 
that is called dharmaksanti. 

Furthermore, by the power of rapture ( dhydnabala ) one hears speak of the true nature of the dharmas with a 
gentle ( mrdu ), tender ( taruna ) and pure ( visuddha ) mind, and one incorporates the Dharma into one’s 
mind. By the adhesion of faith {prasddhdbhinivesa ), the mind penetrates deeply in the absence of doubt and 
regret. Why is that? Doubt and regret are the bonds of the desire realm ( kdmadhdtubandhana ); if they are 
heavy ( sthula ) there is no access to this gentleness and tenderness of the mind ( mrdutarunacittatd) which is 
called dharmaksanti. 

Finally, by the power of wisdom ( prajhdcitta ), one discovers in many ways that, in the face of all the 
dharmas, there is no dharma that can exist. Being able to endure and adopt this doctrine with no hesitation 
or regret constitutes dharmaksanti. 

The bodhisattva also says to himself: Under the virulent action of ignorance ( avidyavisa ), worldly people 
( prthagjana ) attribute a contrary characteristic {laksana, nimitta ) to all the dharmas in particular: they take 
what is impermanent ( anitya ) to be permanent ( nitya ); that which is painful ( duhkha ) to be happy (sukha); 
that which is not a self ( andtman ) to be a self (dtman); that which is empty {sunya) to be real {satya); that 
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which is non-existent ( asat ) to be existent (sat)', that which is existent to be non-existent. 363 In this way, 
they attribute contrary characteristics to all kinds of dharmas. To obtain the noble true wisdom 
(aryabhutaprajna), to destroy the poison of ignorance ( avidydvisa ), to understand the true nature of 
dharmas ( dharmasatyasatyalaksana ), to acquire the wisdom of impermanence ( anitya ), suffering, 
emptiness ( sunya ) and the non-self (, anatman ), [then] to reject it without being attached to it ( abhinivesa ), 
and finally being able to endure such a doctrine, this is what is called dharmaksanti. Finally, the 
bodhisattva considers all dharmas as eternally empty (sunya) from the very beginning (dditah) and also 
actually empty. To believe and accept this doctrine is dharmaksanti. 

Question. - [Believing] in original and eternal emptiness as well as actual emptiness is a wrong view 
(; mityadrsti)\ Why do you call that dharmaksanti ? 

Answer. - If the bodhisattva had in mind the absolute emptiness (atyantasunyata) of dharmas, by grasping 
at the nature (nimittodgahana) and [172a] adhering to it in his mind ( chttdbhinivesa ), that would be a 
wrong view; but if he considers emptiness without subscribing to it or producing wrong view, that is 
dharmaksanti , 364 A stanza says: 


By nature, dharmas are eternally empty, 

But the mind does not become attached to emptiness. 

To support such a doctrine 

Is the major characteristic of the Buddhist Path. 


The bodhisattva crosses over the threshold of wisdom ( prajnadvara ) in many ways. He considers the true 
nature of the dharmas; his mind experiences no pulling back or regret; he does not [blindly] follow the 
considerations [he has made] and they cause him no grief; he assures his own benefit ( svdrtha ) and that of 
others ( parartha ): this is what is called dharmaksanti. 

This dharmaksanti is of three kinds. When he practices it in its pure form, the bodhisattva does not see the 
properties of patience, does not see himself, does not see those who are insulting him, does not play with 
the dharmas. Then this is pure dharmaksanti. For this reason, the sutra says (below, p. 865F) that “the 
bodhisattva who dwells in the virtue of wisdom must fulfill the virtue of patience by not swaying in the 
wind and not withdrawing” (bodhisattvena prajndpdramitdydm sthitvd kusdntipdramitd paripurayitavyd 
aksobhanatdmupdddya). What is this immobility ( aksobhanatd) and this absence of withdrawing 
(i avivartana )? Not feeling hatred (dvesa, pratigha), not speaking wicked words; physically, not doing evil; 
mentally, not having doubt. The bodhisattva who understands the true nature of the virtue of wisdom does 
not see dharmas, for his mind is without opinions (abhinivesa) about them. When a man comes to insult 


363 For these mistakes (viparyasa), cf. Anguttara, II, p. 52; Kosa, V, p. 21; Siksasamuccaya, p. 198. 

364 For the correct way of taking emptiness, by using it without adhering to it, see below, k. 18, p. 193c. 
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him, torment him, poison him or strike him, he can endure it all. This is why he is said to dwell in the virtue 
of wisdom; he can fulfill the virtue of patience. 
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CHAPTER XXVI: EXERTION (p. 927F) 


Sutra'. The bodhisattva must fulfill the virtue of exertion 365 by means of non-slackening of bodily and 
mental exertion ( viryapmaramita paripurayitavyd kayikacaitasikaviryasramsanatam updddya). 

Shdstra: P 7 li ye (vtrya), in the language of the Ts’in: exertion. 


I. EXERTION, FOURTH VIRTUE. 


Question. - Exertion is the root ( mula ) of all good dharmas ( kusaladliarma ): it should be first; why is it 
here placed in fourth place? 

Answer. - 1) Generosity ( ddna ). morality (sfla) and patience ( ksdnti ) always exist in the world ( loka ). 

The householder, as a guiding principle, gratifies his guests ( atithi ) and examples of generosity are found 
even among animals. People give for various reasons: they give in view of the present lifetime 
( ihajanman ), or in view of the future lifetime ( aparamajanman ), or in view of the Path ( mdrga ). There is 
no need for exertion [to practice generosity]. 

Similarly in regard to morality. Seeing malefactors punished by the king or by laws, people themselves feel 
frightened and do not dare to violate [the rules of morality]. Also there are naturally good people 
( prakrtikusala ) who do not commit sins. Some people, learning that the evil committed in the present 
lifetime finds its punishment in the future lifetime, feel fear and observe morality. Others, learning that it is 
possible by means of morality to escape from birth {jdti ), old age (jdra ), sickness (y yddhi) and death 

365 The Lesser Vehicle heaps endless praises on the vigorous man, defined in these words: sthamavan v fry a van 
utsahidriudhaparakramo snikshipadhurah kushaleshu dharmeshu: cf. Drgha, III, p. 237, 268, 285; Majjhima, I, p. 
356,; II, p. 95, 128; Samyutta, V, p. 197, 225; Anguttara, I, p. 117, 244-246;; II, p. 250; III, p. 2, 11, 65, 152, 155; 
IV, p. 3, 110, 153, 234, 352-353, 357; V, p. 15. 24, 27-28, 90-91; Udana, p. 36; Sutralarnkara, ed. Levi, p. 15. The 
faculty of exertion ( vuyendriya ) is mentioned or defined in Dlgha, III, p. 239, 278; Samyutta, V, p. 196 seq.; 
Dhammasangani. p. 11 (tr. Rh. D., p. 13); Vibhanga, p. 123; Nettipakarana, P. 7, 15, 19. The opposite vice, laziness 
(kausidya , Pali: kosajja), is actively combatted: cf. Samyutta, V, p. 277-280; Anguttara, IV, p. 195; V, p.146 seq; 
Milinda, p. 351; Visuddhimagga, p. 132. 

The Greater Vehicle distinguishes three types of exertion: samnahvirya, exertion to arm oneself; 
prayogavirya, exertion to endeavor; alinam aksobhyam asamtustivirya, exertion without timidity, withdrawal or 
satiation; or else, samnahavirya, exertions in producing the great vow; kusaladharmasamgrahakavuya, exertion to 
acquire spiritual benefits; sattvarthakrtayai virya, exertion for the service of beings: cf. Dharmasamgraha, ch. CVIII; 
Sutralarnkara, ed. Levi, p. 108, 114; Bodh. bhumi, p. 200-201; Siksasamuccaya, p. 51; Bodhicaryavatara and 
Panjika, chap. VII (tr. Lav., p. 70-83); Samgraha, p. 191-192; Siddhi, p. 622. 
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(;marana ), take the vows at once and proclaim: “Starting from today onward, I will not kill (pranatipata, 
etc.” 

Is exertion needed to observe this morality? 

[172b] Similarly with patience. Whether someone insults them, beats them or kills them, some people do 
not respond because they are afraid; others are quiet and do not respond because they are too weak, because 
they fear a punishment, because they follow the rules of honest people ( satpumsadharma ) or because they 
seek the path. There is no need for the virtue of exertion in order to endure all that. 

But here, the bodhisattva who wishes to know the true nature of dharmas and to practice the virtue of 
wisdom must practice rapture (, dhyana ), the rapture that is the gateway to true wisdom, Now, in order to 
practice rapture, diligence (urja), exertion (vtrya) and one-pointedness ( ekacitta ) are necessary. 

2) Furthermore, by means of generosity, morality and patience, great merit ( mahapunya ), great peace 
(yogaksema ) and great joy (prfti ) are obtained; great renown and the fulfillment of all one’s wishes are 
obtained. Having appreciated the flavor of these benefits, the bodhisattva now wishes to progress and 
obtain rapture and wisdom. Thus, when digging a well and finding dampness and mud, one increases one’s 
efforts with the firm hope of finding water. Or, while tiying to produce fire by friction, when smoke 
appears, one increases the friction in the firm hope of having fire. 

Commonly there are two gateways ( dvdra ) for arriving at buddhahood, namely, merit ( punya ) and wisdom 
( prajna ). The practice of generosity, morality and patience is the punyadvara ; the understanding of the true 
nature of dharmas, or the great virtue of wisdom, is the prajnadvara. The bodhisattva who enters by the 
punyadvara and avoids all the sins (dpatti) realizes all his aspirations ( pranidhdna ). If he does not realize 
his aspirations because his faults (dpatti) and defilements (mala) counteract them, he enters into the 
prajnadvara ; then he has no distaste (nirveda) for samsara or attraction (rati) for nirvana, for both are but 
one thing. Now he wants to produce the great virtue of wisdom which depends on rapture (dhyana); dhyana 
[in turn] requires great exertion of effort (mahaviryabala). Why? Because, if the mind is distracted 
(viksipta), it cannot see the true nature of dharmas. Thus, a lamp burning in the full wind cannot light up 
anything; but if the lamp is placed in a closed room, it will give off plenty of light. Rapture (dhyana) and 
wisdom (prajna) cannot be carried on by meritorious actions (punya), and cannot be obtained by means of 
gross considerations (sthuladarsana). In order to attain them, bodily and mental effort 
(kdyikacaitasikdbhoga) and unrelaxing eagerness (asramsama) are needed. Thus the Buddha said: ’’May 
my blood, flesh, fat and marrow dry up, may I be reduced to skin, bone and tendons, but never will I 
abandon exertion.” 66 This is how one acquires rapture and wisdom; when one has these two, one possesses 


366 A stock phrase found in several sutras: Majjhima, I, p. 481; Anguttara, I, p. 50; Tsa a han, T 99, no. 348, k. 14, p. 
98a21: Kamam taco ca naharu ca attln avasissatu, sarire upasussatumamsalohitam. yan tam purisatthdmena 
purisaviriyrna purisaparakkamena pattabbam na tam apdpunitva viriyassa santhanam bhavissatiti: “May my skin, 
nerves and bones alone remain (later variant: avasussatu: dry up), may the flesh and blood of my body dry up; as 
long as I have not obtained that which can be obtained by man’s courage, by man’s exertion and decisiveness, my 
exertion will persist.” 
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all. That is why exertion is in the fourth place; it is the root of rapture and true wisdom. In the first three 
virtues [generosity, morality and patience], there is indeed some exertion, but so little that we do not speak 
of it. 

Question. - Some say that only by practicing generosity, morality and patience can one acquire great merit 
(mahapunya), and that one’s aspirations ( pranidhdna ) are realized by the power of these merits; as for 
rapture and wisdom, they will come by themselves ( svatah) [without the help of exertion]. Then what use is 
the virtue of exertion? 

Answer. - Buddhahood is profound ( gambhfra ) and difficult ( durlabha ) to [172c] attain. Even if one has 
generosity, morality and wisdom, it is still necessary to have profound rapture, true wisdom, as well as the 
innumerable attributes of the Buddhas ( apramanabuddhadharma ). If one does not practice exertion, one 
does not produce rapture; if rapture is not produced, it is not possible to be reborn in the Brahmadevaraja 
heaven and, a fortiori, to aspire to Buddhahood. 

Thus, 367 the vaisya Min ta (Mendaka) who wanted to get innumerable precious substances ( ratnadravya ) 
obtained everything at will.’ 68 King Ting cheng (Murdhaja) reigned over the four continents 
(caturdvipaka); the heavens rained down [on him] the seven jewels ( saptaratna ) and the things he needed; 
Sakra devanam indra shared his seat with him and made him sit [beside him]; nevertheless, despite all his 
wealth, he was unable to obtain the Path. 369 The bhiksu Lo p 'in tchou (Losaka-tisya), although he was an 


A similar sermon was given by Sakyamuni immediately before the enlightenment, as soon as he took his 
seat of Bodhi. See above, Trade, I, p. 228F, n. 1. 

367 The examples that follow lead to two theses: Thanks to merits, one can attain the realization of all one’s wishes; 
but if exertion is lacking, one does not attain the Path: this was the case for Mendaka and king Murdhaja. On the 
other hand, one could have the fruits of the path and even arhathood while being seen to refuse the most legitimate 
desires: his was the case for Losaka-tisya. 

36S Mendaka was a rich householder, native of the city of Bhadamkara (Pali, Bhaddiyanagara) in Bengal. When the 
Buddha visited the city, Mendaka gave him and the sa"gha shelter and, having heard his sennons, he obtained the 
fruit of srotadpanna. The story of this conversion is told in detail in the Vinayas: Pali Vinaya, I, p. 240-245 (tr. Rh. 
D.-Oldenderg, II, p. 121-129); Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 22, p. 150b; Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 42, p. 872b; Che song 
liu, T 1435, k. 26, p. 191a seq.; Divyavadana, p. 123-130. As a result of the merits of their previous lives, Mendaka, 
his wife Candapaduma, his son Dhananjaya, his grand-daughter SumandevI and his slave Punnaka possessed great 
miraculous powers which are described in the previously cited sources and in yet other texts: Vinaya, I, p. 240: - 
“When he had bathed his head and swept out his granary, he was able to sit outside and refill the granary by making 
showers of grain fall from the sky.” - Dhammapadattha, III, p. 372: “One day this merchant wanted to prove the 
power of his merit; he had his twelve hundred and fifty granaries cleaned, bathed his head, sat at the door of each of 
the granaries and looked up into the sky; at once these granaries were filled with red rice of the type described 
above.” - Visuddhimagga, p. 383: “When the merchant had washed his head, he looked up into the sky and his 
twelve thousand five hundred granaries became full of red rice coming from above.” - Divyavadana, p. 123: “ When 
he looked at his treasuries and his empty granaries, they became filled in the wink of an eye.” 

369 Mandhatar, sumamed Murdhaja because he was bom from a bump on his father’s head, reigned in the western 
kingdom and successively conquered those of the south, the east and the north. He possessed the seven jewels of a 
cakravartin king and, when he closed his left hand and touched it with his right hand, the sky rained down a shower 
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arhat, begged for his food for seven days without receiving anything and returned with empty bowl 
(i dhautapatrena ); then he burned his own body in the fire of rapture ( dhyanatejas ) and attained 

• • - 370 

panmrvana. 


of the seven kinds of jewels, which accumulated up to the height of his knees. He went to visit the world of the gods 
and reigned first over the heaven of the CaturmaharaAikas. From there, he went to the heaven of the Trayastrimsa 
gods: Sakra took him by the hand and made him sit beside him. Mandhatar then sought to take over Sakra’s throne, 
but he was sent back at once to earth where he died of sickness. 

Mandhatar is often mentioned in Indian texts, Buddhist as well as brahmanical. The major sources are: 

Pali: Jataka (no. 258), II, p. 311-34; Sumangala, II, p. 481-482;Papanca, I, I, p. 225-226; 
Dhammapadattha, III, p. 240. 

Sanskrit: Buddhacarita, I, 10; X, 31; XI, 13; Mahavastu, I, p. 348; Divyavadana, p. 210-226; 
Avadanakalpalata (no. 4), I, p. 122-153; Mahabharata and Ramayana, references in Hopkins, Epic Mythology’, p. 
139. 

Tibetan: Dulwa, in Schiefner-Ralston, Tibetan Tales, p. 1-20. 

Chinese: Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 60), k. 11, p. 494b-496a; Ting cheng wang kou king, T 39, p. 822b- 
824a; Wen t’o kie wang king, T 40, p. 824a-825a; Lieou tou tsi king, T 152 (no. 40), k. 4, p. 21c-22b (tr. Chavannes, 
Contes, I, p. 137-142); Ting cheng wang yin yuan king, T 165, p. 393 seq.; Hien yu king, T 202 (no. 64), k. 13, p. 
439b-440c (tr. Chavannes. Contes, IV, p. 107-108; cf. Schmidt, Der Weise und der Thor, p. 369-377); Tch’ou yao 
king, T 212, k. 4, P. 631c seq.; Ken pen chouo... yao tche, T 1448, k. 11, p. 51c; k. 12, p. 56b; Ken chouo... p’o sent' 
che, T 1450, k. 1, p. 100c; Tsang so che louen, T 1645, k. 1, p. 231a; Tch’eng che louen, T 1646, k. 5, p. 277c. 

Iconography: Sivaramamurti, Amaravati, p. 222-224, pi. 33 (1); Longhurst, Nagarjunakonda, p. 47-48, pi. 
43; Foucher, Buddh. Art, p. 225-230 (south-west comer of Borobudur). 

370 The Mpps will return to this individual later (k. 30, p. 278c): The bhiksu Lo p ’in tcheou (Loska-tisya), a disciple 
of Sariputra, observed morality, and exertion, and begged for his food. For six days, he was unable to get anything. 
On the seventh day, he had not much longer to live. One of his colleagues begged for food for him and gave it to 
him, but a bird stole it immediately. Then Sariputra said to Maudgalyayana: “You have great miraculous power; 
watch over his food so that he can get it.” Maudgalyayana took some food and went to offer it to Losaka-tisya; but 
as soon as the latter wanted to put it into his mouth, it changed into mud. In turn, Sariputra begged food for him; but 
when he gave it to him, Losaka-tisya’s mouth closed up by itself. Finally, the Buddha came, took the food and 
offered it to him; this time, thanks to the immensity of the Buddha’s merits, Losaka-tisya was able to take the food. 
When he had eaten it, he experienced great joy and redoubled his faith and reverence. Then the Buddha said to him: 
“All conditioned dharmas ( samskrtadharma ) are suffering”, and preached the four truths to him. Immediately the 
bhiksu’s impurities were destroyed ( ksmasrava ) and his mind was liberated ( suvimuktacitta ): he obtained arhathood. 

The story of Losaka is unknown to other sources, but, with some modifications, it has passed into the Pali 
Jataka, no. 41, I, p. 234-236: After an unhappy childhood, at the age of seven, Losaka was ordained by Sariputra. 
But his alms-tours were not fruitful and he received hardly enough to sustain him. When he became an arhat and his 
life was almost at an end, Sariputra wanted to give him a proper meal; he went to SravastI to beg, but nobody paid 
any attention to him. Sariputra took Losaka to the monastery, begged food for him and sent it to him by way of 
messengers, but the latter ate the food themselves. Sariputra then went himself to the king’s palace, received a bowl 
tilled with the four sweets ( pattapura catumadhura ) and brought it himself to Losaka. He asked Losaka to eat this 
food at once, saying: “Venerable Tissa, I will stay by you and hold this bowl in my hand; you must sit down and eat, 


724 



This is how we know that only by the power of merits (punyabala ) does one realize the Path and that, if 
one wishes to attain buddhahood, it is necessary to show great exertion. 


II. THE BENEFITS OF EXERTION. 


Question. - What are the benefits ( anusamsa ) of exertion, benefits that the bodhisattva will investigate 
diligently and without slackening? 

Answer. - All the virtues and all the benefits of the Path, in the present lifetime and in future lifetimes, 
come from exertion. 

Moreover, if a person who wants to save himself already gives evidence of his eagerness and exertion, what 
can be said about the bodhisattva who has taken the vow to save all beings? The stanzas of praise dedicated 
to exertion ( viryastutigathd ) say: 


The person who does not spare their life, 

Whose wisdom and mind are firm ( niyata ), 

Who practices exertion according to the Dharma, 
Will easily find what he is looking for. 

The workman who expends his efforts 
Gathers an abundant harvest. 

The traveler on a long journey who takes care 
Necessarily reaches his goal. 

Whether one obtains rebirth among the gods 
Or whether one reaches nirvana, 

The cause of all that 
Is the power of exertion. 


It is not due to a deity ( deva ) or to luck ( ahetuka) 


for if I don’t hold the bowl, I am afraid that something will happen.” Losaka then ate a substantial meal, but he died 
the same day and entered parinirvana. 
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But to individual action that these benefits are due. 


What man is there who, knowing this 
Would not make personal efforts? 

The threefold world is on fire and is burning 
Like a great flame. 371 
The wise and decisive man 
Can manage to escape from it. 

This is why the Buddha taught 
Right exertion to Ananda. 

Thus, avoiding laziness ( kausidya ) 

One arrives directly at Buddhahood. 

By digging the earth with persistent effort 
One reaches the spring; 

It is the same with exertion: 

If one does not seek, one does not find. 

The person who practices the Dharma of the Path 
With relentless exertion 
[173a]Will inevitably attain immense fruit; 

His reward will not be lacking. 


371 Cf. Samyutta, I, p. 133: 

Sabbo adipito loko, sabbo loko pahhupito, 
sabbo pajjalito loko, sabbo loko pakampito. 

The same stanza in hybrid Sanskrit, occurs in Mahavastu, I, p. 33: 

Sarvam admavam lokam, sarvam lokam adipitam, 
sarvam prajvalitam lokam, sarvalokam prakampitam. 

For the idea of the world on fire, see also Pali Vinaya, I, p. 34; Buddhavamsa, II, 12, p. 7. 
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Moreover, exertion is the root ( mulct ) of all the good dharmas ( kusaladharma ); it can give rise to all the 
good dharmas, including supreme perfect enlightenment ( anuttarasamyaksambodhi ), not to speak of the 
lesser benefits. In the Abhidharma, it is said that all the good dharmas, including supreme perfect 
enlightenment, come from exertion and conscientiousness ( apramdda ). 

Moreover, exertion calls forth the blessings (punya ) of the present lifetime in the way the rain (varsa) 
which, moistening the seeds ( bija ), causes them to germinate. Even though one has the previous causes 
and conditions for [present] blessings, they will not be realized if exertion is absent; if in this way one 
obtains no benefits ( artha ) in the present lifetime, how would one attain buddhahood? 

Moreover, the great bodhisattvas who commit themselves to beings undergo all the sufferings, including 
those of the Avici hell ( niraya ). Their minds know no laziness, and that is exertion. 

Moreover, no business can be realized if exertion is absent. Just as, in order to swallow some medicine, it is 
essential to take Pa teou (Croton tiglium) because without this Pa teou, one does not have the strength to 
swallow the medicine, so the foundations of mindfulness ( smrtyupasthdna ), the bases of miraculous powers 
(rddhipada), the faculties ( indriya ), the powers ( bala ), the factors of enlightenment ( bodhyanga ) and the 
Path ( mdrga ) depend necessarily on exertion 372 and, if the latter is absent, all matters are unworkable. 
Morality ( sfla) occurs only in the eightfold Path ( astdngamdrga ) and not elsewhere; faith (prasdda, 
sraddha) occurs only in the faculties ( indriya ) and the powers (bala) and not elsewhere; but exertion is not 
absent anywhere. Although it adds up all the dharmas [of the Path], it also makes up a separate category; it 
is like the “residue” of ignorance ( avidydnusaya ) that occurs in all the latent defdements ( anusaya ), but 
which separately forms independent ignorance (dvenikiavidyd) 373 


III. PROGRESS IN EXERTION. 


Question. - The bodhisattva wishes to acquire all the attributes of the Buddha, save all beings, destroy the 
afflictions ( klesa ); he obtains everything he wishes. Then why increase his exertion in order to become 
Buddha; for if a small fire cannot burn a large forest, the fire, the power of which is increased, is able to 
burn everything. 


37i Vfrya appears in the various categories of bodhipaksikadharma : it is an essential element in the four 
smrtyupasthanas and the four samyakprahanas (Kosa, VI, p. 283); it is the third rddhipada (Mahavyut,, no, 969); 
indriya no. 2 or vTryendriya (ibid., no. 978); bala no. 3 or viryabala (ibid., no. 984); bodhyaiiga no. 3 or 
vTryasambodhyahga (ibid.,no. 991); mcirgahga no. 6 under the name of samyagvydyama (ibid., no. 1002). - The list 
of the 37 bodhipdksikas is found in DIgha, II, p. 120; Cullaniddesa, p. 263; Vinaya, III, p. 93; Patisambhida, II, p. 
166; Divya, p. 208; detailed study in Kosa, VI, p. 281. 

373 Avenikf avidyd is the independent ignorance that does not accompany the other anusayas, raga, etc.: cf. Kosa, 
III, p. 84; V, p. 31; Samgraha, p. 17, 21; Siddhi, p. 276-277. 
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Answer. - From the time of his first resolution (prathamacittotpdda ), the bodhisattva has made the vow 
(pranidhana ) to lead all beings to bliss (dnanda ); he sacrifices his life ceaselessly for the entire world, since 
those who spare their lives cannot realize the good dharmas. This is why he increases his exertion. 

Moreover, for many reasons, the bodhisattva criticizes laziness ( kausfdya ) and is joyfully attached to 
exertion. Laziness is a black cloud that hides clear wisdom; it engulfs the qualities ( guna ) and cultivates 
evil ( akusala ). The lazy person at first feels a little joy, but later suffers greatly. Laziness is like poisoned 
food ( visdhdra ) which at the beginning gives off a pleasant perfume but kills the person in the long run. 
Laziness bums all the qualities like a great fire that ravages the entire jungle. The lazy person loses all their 
qualities; it is as if he underwent looting and had nothing left. Some stanzas say: 


[173b] He does not get what he should get, 
He loses what he has gotten. 

He despises himself 

And beings do not esteem him. 


Always plunged in darkness ( tamas ), 

He has no importance ( anubhdva ) at all. 
Honor, nobility, knowledge and wisdom: 
All of that is lost. 


Hearing about the excellent dharmas of the Path, 
He cannot profit from them himself. 

All these faults 

Come from laziness (kausfdya). 

Although he hears speak of progress ( vardhana) 
He does not succeed in rousing himself. 

All these faults 
Come from laziness. 


He does not put any order into his actions 
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And does not enter into the Dharma of the Path: 


All these faults 
Come from laziness. 

Rejected by people of great learning, 

Kept out of the way by people of middle rank. 

Submerged among the humble and the foolish. 

He is like a pig that is pleased with the mud. 

If [the lazy person] is a man of the world, 

He loses the threefold advantage ( trivarga ) of the lay life: 
Sense pleasures ( kdma), wealth ( artha ) 

And virtue (guna) disappear at the same time. 

If he has gone forth ( pravrajita ) as a monk. 

He does not realize the twofold advantage of the religious life: 
Rebirth among the gods and nirvana. 

For both/ 74 renown is lost. 

If one wishes to know the cause 
Of all this ruin, 

[One should know] that, among all the enemies, 

None is greater than laziness; 

For all the punishments [that it brings along], 

Laziness should be avoided. 

The two bhiksus Ma (Asvaka) and Tsing (Punarvasuka) 375 , 


374 I.e., for the lay person as well as for the monastic. 
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Fell into the evil destinies because of their laziness. 


Although they had seen the Buddha and heard his Dharma 
They could not escape [from punishment]. 


It is by considering the punishments reserved for laziness thus in many ways that exertion progresses. 

The benefits of exertion must also be considered. In this life as in the next, the benefits of the Buddhist Path 
(buddhamarga ) and nirvana all result from exertion. 

Moreover, knowing that all dharmas are empty (sunya) and nonexistent (asat), the bodhisattva refrains 
from attaining ( saksdtbd ) nirvana but collects all the good dharmas ( kusaladharma ) for compassion 
(karuna) for beings: this is the power of the virtue of exertion. 

Moreover, being unique and peerless, the bodhisattva, thanks to his exertion and his merits, is able to 
destroy Mara’s army ( marasena) and thus reach buddhahood. Once having become Buddha, he know that 
all the dharmas are of a single characteristic ( ekalaksana ), free of marks ( animitta ) and truly empty (sunya)] 
he teaches these dharmas to beings by all kinds of speech (nanavidhanamasamketa) and all kinds of skilful 
means ( ndndvidhopdya ); he saves [173c] beings from the sufferings of birth (jdti ), old age (jard), sickness 
(vyddhi) and death ( marana ). When he is on the point of entering nirvana, he entrusts the “body of the 
dharma” (dharmakdya) to the bodhisattva-mahasattva Mi Id (Maitreya), to Kia cho (Kasyapa, to A nan 


375 The character tsing (7 and 2), signifying a well, serves also to designate the constellation of Punarvasu; cf. 
Rosenberg, Vocabulary, p. 18c; Mahavyutpatti, no, 3101; Traite, I, p. 476F. Ma Tsing here signifies two bhiksus, 
known in Sanskrit, by the name of Asvapunarvasukau (Pali, Assajipunabbasukd). They had five hundred disciples 
and were part of the much-disparaged group of Sadvargiyas (Samanatapasadika, p. 579, 614; Papanca, III, p. 186). 
They lived at Kitagiri, a village situated on the road from Benares to Sravastl. They indulged in various 
condemnable practices: they grew flowers, made bouquets and garlands of them and sent them to women and girls in 
the neighborhood to enter into relationships with them; they violated the precept forbidding meals at improper times; 
they used perfumes, were present at and participated in spectacles. - See: 

1) The Kitagirisutta: Majjhima, I, p. 473-481 (tr. Chalmers, I, p. 334-339); Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 195), 
k. 51, p. 749c-752c. 

2) The 13 th Sanghddesesa: Pali Vinaya, III, p. 178-185, tr. Homer, I, p. 314-327); Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 
3, p. 21c; Mo ho seng k’i liu, T 1425, k. 7, p. 287b; Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 5, p. 596c; Che song liu, T 1435, k. 4, p. 
26b; k. 40, p. 290a; Ken pen chouo... p’i nai ye, T 1442, k. 15, p. 705a; Chan kien liu, T 1462, k. 14, p. 770a; Pi nai 
ye, T 1464, k. 5,p. 873c. 

3) The Kammakhanda : Pali Vinaya, II, p. 9-15 (Tr. Rh. D.-Oldenberg, II, p. 347-354; Gilgit Manuscript, 
III, 3 ( Pandulohitakavastu), p. 15-19; Mo ho seng k’i liu, T 1426, k. 16, p. 356b; Ken pen chouo... yao che, T 1448, 
k. 9, p. 41a; P’i ni mou king, T 1453, k. 4, p. 822c; Pi ani ye, T 1464, k. 2, p. 857c-858a; Fa tche louen, T 1544, k. 1, 
p. 919a; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 8, p. 472a; Ta pao tsi king, T 310, k. 2, p. lib; Dhammapadattha, II, p. 108-110 (tr. 
Burlingame. Legends, II, p. 165). 
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(Ananda). etc., 376 then he enters into the diamond concentration ( vajropamasamddhi ) and breaks the bones 
of his body into pieces the size of mustard seed ( sarsapa ). Thus, he never abandons the power of exertion 
in order to save beings. 


3 ,6 By “body of the Dharma”, here we should understand the body of the scriptures. The Mpps seems to accept a 
twofold compilation of the Buddhist scriptures immediately after the Buddha’s death: the HInayana texts were 
recited by the sravakas at the council of Rajagrha presided over by Mahakasyapa (cf. Traite, I, p. 88-106F); the 
Mahayana sutras were compiled by an assembly of bodhisattvas assisted by Ananda. Is it to be concluded that these 
bodhisattvas actually existed and that Maitreya especially was an historic individual? This is the opinion of certain 
historians such as H. Ui, Maitreya as an Historical Personage, Melanges Lanman, 1928, p. 95-102; ZII, 1928, p. 
215; G. Tucci, Some aspects of the doctrines ofMiatreya[ndtha] and Asahga, 1930. Actually, the compiling of the 
Mahayanasutras seems to be pure fiction invented entirely with a sectarian goal by adepts of the Mahayana. 

When the Mahayanasutras began to spread in the Buddhist communities at the beginning of our era, some 
sravakas rejected them as apocryphal. Then, to establish their authenticity, the Mahayanists had recourse to all kinds 
of arguments. 

Some are of purely speculative and subjective order. Even more than those of the Hlnayanists, the 
Mahayana doctrines are in harmony with the dharmata, constituting the true path of salvation and the only vehicle of 
nirvana; they are thus the authentic words of the Buddha (for this line of reasoning, see Traite, I, p. 80-82F, note). - 
Besides, continue the Mahayanists, the main doctrines of the Mahayana are contained as a seed in the HInayana 
sutras and schools: the dharmanairatmya is already taught in the Samyuttanikaya, II, p. 17, III, p. 142 (Madli. 
avatara, p. 22); the doctrine of the multiple teaching of the master, in conformity with current ideas ( lokanuvartana) 
is already proposed by the Purvasaila Hlnayanists (Madh. avatara, p. 134); the Purvasilas had the 
Prajnaparamitasutra written in Prakrit, and the Mahavastu, of HInayana origin, already taught the stages in the career 
of the bodhisattva and the practice of the paramitas (Grub mthah of Manjughosa in Wassilieff, Buddhismus, p. 264): 
the theory of the Alayavijnana, the central piece of the Idealist school, was already proposed in the Ekottaragama, 
the agamas of the Mahasamghika and the Mahlsasaka, and in the sutras of the Ceylon school of the Tamraparnlya 
(Samgraha, p. 26-28; Karmasiddhiprakarana, p. 106; Siddhi, p. 178-182). It may be assumed further that all the 
doctrines of the Greater Vehicle were explained in the innumerable sutras, which have now disappeared, of the 
Lesser Vehicle (Karmasiddhiprakarana, p. 108). 

As these subjective arguments seemed too weak, the Mahayanists had recourse to historical fictions in 
order to establish their scriptures. 

a. The Mahayana sutras, they said, are as old as those of the HInayana for the two vehicles co-exist: 
samapravrttheh (Sutralamkara, I, 7, ed. Levi, p. 3; Siddhi, p. 177). Immediately after his enlightenment, the Buddha 
preached the Greater Vehicle to the deities of the Trayastrimsa heaven and to the bodhisattvas (Foucher, 
Iconographie bouddhique, I, p. 86). The Buddha turned the wheel of Dharma three times: in the sermon at Benares 
on the four noble truths. He taught the reality of the elements of existence; in the Prajnaparamitasutra, he spoke 
implicitly of the non-reality of the elements of existence ( laksananihsvabhavata); finally, in other sutras such s the 
Samdhinirmocana, he clearly and explicitly taught the non-reality of the elements from the absolute point of view 
(paramdrthanihsvabhavata): cf. Samdhinirmocana, VII, § 30, p. 206; Obermiller, Doctrine ofP.P., p. 93, seq. 

b. As we have seen at the beginning of this note, some Mahayanists claim that the sutras of the Greater 
Vehicle were compiled immediately after the death of the Buddha by an assembly of bodhisattvas. This council, a 
doublet of that of Rajagrha, was held on the mythical mountain, unknown to geography, of Vimalasvabhava, south 
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of Rajgir; the compiling of the scriptures is attributed sometimes to the bodhisattva Vajrapani, sometimes to 
Maitreya, assisted by Ananda. 

Mpps, k. 100, p. 756b: “Some say that Mahakasyapa, at the head of the bhiksus, compiled the Tripitaka on 
Mount Grdhrakuta and that after the Buddha’s death, the great bodhisattvas ManjusrI and Maitreya, bringing in 
Ananda, compiled the Greater Vehicle. Ananda understood deeply the aspirations and behavior of beings; this is 
why he did not preach the Mahayana to the sravakas [of weak faculties].” 

Tarkajvala, Mdo XIX, 180a2-4: “The scriptures of the Mahayana are the words of the Buddha. The main 
compilers were Samanatabhadra, ManjusrI, Guhyakadhipati [or Vajrapani], Maitreya and others. The sravakas were 
not the principal compilers of our (Mahayanist) canon since the latter is not accessible to them.” 

The same fiction has been repeated by the Tibetan historians Bu ston, II, p. 101, and Taranatha, p. 62: 
Traditions says that, on the mountain called Vimalasvabhava, south of Rajagrha, in an assembly of a million 
bodhisattvas, ManjusrI repeated the Abhidharma; Maitreya, the Vinaya; and Vajrapani the sutras” (Bu ston). - “At 
the time [of Kaniska], in different areas there appeared an innumerable crowd of holy individuals who taught the 
Mahayana; they had all heard the teaching from Aryavalokitesvara, Guhyadhipati, ManjusrI, Maitreya, etc.” 
(Taranatha). 

It is not hard to guess how this tradition was formed. In several sutras of the Greater Vehicle, the Buddha 
entrusts his doctrine to one or another bodhisattva or to Ananda. When the Mahayanists wanted to hold their council, 
just like the sravakas, they called upon these sutras in order to attribute to a given bodhisattva the compilation of 
their scriptures and the chairmanship of the alleged council. In this regard, a passage of Haribhadra in his Aloka, ed. 
Wogihara, p. 5, is especially instructive. Here is the text and the translation: 

Tathagataguhyanirdesadhikarena sarvatha bhadrakalpikasarvatathaganam rupakdyasaddharmakdyaraksdydm 
krtadhikaratvad, Vajrapanyabhisekadau pratyarpitasasanatvac, canyesam visesavacandbhdvdd, Adakavatmivasi 
dasabhumisvaro Mahavajradharah sarvcilokdnugrahdya Prajnparamitasutrasamgitim pratyadhistavanatam 
aryaMaitreyadimahabodhisatvaganam “evam ” ityady aheti Purvacaryah. Anye tv atraiva parmdanaparivarte 
“yatheyam Jambudvipe Prajndpdramitd pracarisyati” tyadina pratyarpitaprajnpdrra.itatvdd atyAnandah 
samgTtikara iti manyante: “In a chapter of the Tathagataguhyanirdesa (T 312), responsibility is given [to Vajrapani] 
to protect in every way the doctrinal Body [revealed by] the material body of all the Tathagatas of the Blessed Era; at 
the beginning of the Vajrapanyabhiseka, the preaching [of this doctrine] was entrusted to him; finally, among the 
others adequate eloquence was absent; this is why the Elder masters say that it is [Vajrapani], the great thunderbolt- 
bearer living in Adakavatl and master of the ten levels, recited, for the benefit of the entire world, beginning with the 
word evam [maya srutam] , the Prajnaparamitasutras to the group of great bodhisattvas, Maitreya, etc., who 
requested him. However, others think that the noble Ananda compiled [these sutras] for, in the same text, in the 
chapter of dedication, the Prajnaparamita is entrusted to him by these words: “Cause this Prajnaparamita to spread in 
Jambudvlpa.” 

We may add, in order not to be incomplete, that according to a Japanese tradition of no historical value, 
ManjusrI and Maitreya released the Mahayana 116 years after the parinirvana, and about 200 years after the 
parinirvana, the edition of the Avatamsaka had completed this revelation. All these events would have been prior to 
Nagarjuna (cf. R. Fujishima, Le Bouddhisme japonais 1888, p. 54). 

c. When the great Mahayana scholars brought out their treatises, they resorted to various subterfuges to 
give more weight to their teachings. Nagarjuna passed as, or was considered to be, a reincarnation of Ananda 
(Lankavatara, ed. Nanjio, p. 286, and his Chinese translations T 671, k. 9, p. 569a; T 672, k. 6, p. 627c; 
Mahameghasutra, T 387, k. 5, p. 1099-1100, studied by P. Dcmieville in BEFEO, XXIV, 1924, p. 227-228, and 
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[, Sekhasutta ]. 377 - Moreover, when Ananda was preaching the seven minds of awakening ( sambodhyanga ) 
to the bhiksus and had come to the mind of awakening called exertion (vfiya). the Buddha said to Ananda: 
“Are you talking about the mind of awakening called exertion?” Ananda replied “Yes, I am speaking about 
the mind of awakening called exertion.” T hree times [the Buddha asked] the same question and [Ananda 
made] the same reply. Then rising from his seat, the Buddha said to Ananda: ’’People who know, love and 
practice exertion, there is nothing that they cannot obtain; they will infallibly succeed in reaching 
buddhahood.” It is thus by considering the benefits of exertion in many ways that one succeeds in 
increasing this energy. 

Sometimes the Buddha speaks about zeal (chanda), sometimes of exertion (vfiya) and sometimes of 
conscientiousness ( apramdda ). 37S Zeal is compared to a man who, on the point of making a journey, first 
decides to go. Exertion is compared to a man who, once on his journey, decides not to stop. 


reproduced with variants in Madh. avatara, p. 76, and Bu ston, II, p. 120); he received the Prajnas or the Avatamsaka 
from the Nagas whom he visited in their subterranean palace (Harsacarita, p. 250; Long chouo p’ou sa tchouan, T 
2047, p. 184c, tr. M. Walleser, The Life ofNagarjuna, Asia Major, Introd. Vol., p. 336-447). 

According to Taranatha, p. 58, the bodhisattva Manjusri took the form of a bhiksu and went to the palace 
of the king Candragupta in the land of Oudivisa; there he left a book thought to be the Astasahasrika or the 
Tattvasamgraha. 

More widespread is the opinion according to which the great Mahayana teachers wrote under the 
inspiration of bodhisattvas. Asanga used the supernatural powers of the Lesser Vehicle to go to Tusita heaven where 
the bodhisattva Maitreya was dwelling; he questioned him and received from him the teaching on emptiness 
according to the Greater Vehicle (Paramatha, Vie de Vasubandhu, T 2049, p. 188c); Asanga taught in a monastery in 
the neighborhood of Ayodhya during the night, he went to the palace of the Tusita gods and received from Maitreya 
the holy texts, notably the Yogacaryabhumi, the Mahayanasutralamkara and the Madhyantavibhanga (Hiuan tsang, 
Siyu ki, T 2087, k. 5, p. 896b; tr. Beal, I, p. 226; Watters, I, p. 355-356). The Tibetans, who have kept and developed 
this tradition (cf. Bu ston, II, p. 137-139; Taranatha, p. 110-112) consider Maitreya to be the real author of the works 
composed by Asanga (Bu ston, I, p. 53). 

But the bodhisattvas who inspire the Mahayana scholars are nowhere presented as being historical 
individuals who actually existed. They do not leave the bhumis where they dwell and are content to send, on some 
occasions, emanated bodies to teach their disciples. Here too, Haribhadra puts things very precisely in his Aloka, ed. 
Wogihara, p. 75: “This is the interpretation given by masters, Asanga, etc.; it is authoritative. According to tradition, 
although he knew the meaning of all of scripture and had obtained experience of it, Asanga was unable to understand 
the meaning of the Prajnaparamita due to the large number of repetitions and, there where there are no repetitions, 
because he did not see how to separate the various members [of the compounds]. He was very sad about it. Then the 
bhagavat Maitreya commented on the Prajnaparamita for him and gave him the treatise called Abhisamayalamkara. 
Having understood this treatise, arya Asanga, master Vasubandhu, etc., made a commentary on it. But enough 
tedious passages!” 

377 A slightly different version fonn the Sekkhasutta of the Pali tradition of Majjhima, I, p. 353-359. See above, 
Traite, I, p. 244F, n. 1. 

37S VIrya is often combined with other good qualities: chanda, viriya, citta, vfmamsa (DIgha. Ill, p. 77); kusaldnam, 
dhammanam, uppadaya chandam janati vmayamati viriyam drabhati, etc. (DIgha, III, p. 221; Anguttara, II, p. 15; 
IV, p. 462). 
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Conscientiousness is compared to a man who is careful that his journey does not slow down. From this we 
know that zeal gives rise to exertion, that exertion in turn gives rise to conscientiousness and that 
conscientiousness in turn produces all the good dharmas including arriving at the state of buddhahood. 

Moreover, the bodhisattva who wants to escape from birth, old age, sickness and death and who also wants 
to save beings always needs exertion (virya), one-pointedness ( ekacitta ) and conscientiousness (, apramada ). 
When a person holding a pot of oil ( tailapatra ) is able to pass through a large crowd [without spilling any 
oil], his attentiveness and his carefulness are worthy of praise and profit ( slokaldbha ). When a man arrives 
safe and sound across difficult passages, on a sloping bridge or on a mountain path, with the help of a 
suspended rope or riding on a goat, during the present lifetime he gets praise and profit thanks to this 
attentiveness and his carefulness. It is the same for the person who seeks the Path with exertion; by means 
of his attentiveness and his carefulness, he gets whatever he wishes for. 

Moreover, a stream of water is able to open up a passage through the middle of a rock, and it is the same 
for the conscientious mind; by particularly cultivating skilful means ( updya ), by always practicing non¬ 
slackening, it is able to destroy the mountain of afflictions ( klesa ) and fetters ( samyojana ). 

Moreover, the bodhisattva has the following three thoughts ( manasikdra ): If I myself do not act, I will not 
obtain the reward ( vipd kapha la)’, that which I myself will not have done will not come to me from others; 
that which I will have done myself will never be lost. Thanks to these reflections, he will inevitably be 
energetic; to attain Buddhahood, he will be diligent, active and conscientious. 

[The lazy bhikshu admonished by a demon ]. 379 - A young forest monk (dranyaka), alone in the forest, was 
lazy in practicing dhydna. In this forest there was a deva, a disciple of the Buddha; he entered into the body 
of a corpse, approached the young monk singing and dancing, with this stanza: 


[174a] In the forest, little bhiksu. 

Why are you lazy? 

If you do not fear me when I come during the day 
I will return again during the night. 


The frightened bhiksu arose from his seat and reflected on himself. During the night, he fell asleep again. 
The deva came to him [in the form of a monster] with ten heads, spitting fire from the mouths, fangs and 
claws like swords, eyes red as fire. Looking at the bhiksu, he said that he would chase and grab him [and 


319 Cf. the avadana of a disciple of Upagupta, in A yu wang tchouan, T 2042, k. 6, p. 122c (tr. Przyluski, Asoka, p. 
384); A yu wang king, T 2043, k. 10, p. 166a: This disciple loved to sleep and was unable to obtain the path: 
Upagupta made him go to the aranya and sit in dhydna; the disciple feel asleep at once; Upagupta made a seven¬ 
headed pisaca appear in the air upside down. The disciple did not dare to sleep out of fear of the pisaca; he reflected 
on the nature of the Dharma, understood completely and became an arhat. 
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added]: “In this place, it is not allowed to be lazy. What are you doing there?” Very scared, the bhiksu 
began to reflect: he meditated on the Dharma with special vigor and obtained arhathood. Thus, by means of 
effort on oneself, exertion, conscientiousness, one can attain the fruit of the path. 




Moreover, by means of exertion, while sacrificing his life, the bodhisattva earns a reward ( vipdkaphala ); in 
the four postures ( Tryapatha ) - sitting ( nisadana ), lying down ( sayyd), walking ( gamana ) or standing 
(sthana ) - he always demonstrates exertion. He prefers to lose his life rather than abandon practice of the 
Path. It is like in the case of a fire where one throws both pitcher and water into the fire: preoccupied only 
with extinguishing the fire, one does not spare the pitcher. A hermit (rsi), taught this stanza to his disciples: 


By means of decisiveness ( niscaya ) and spiritual joy 
One is assured of a great reward. 

When you will obtain that which you wish for, 

You will understand their value. 


For all of these reasons, consideration of the benefits which exertion presents can make the exertion 
increase. 

Finally, the bodhisattva cultivates ascetic practices ( duskaracarya) and, when a person comes to ask him 
for his head, his eyes, his marrow or his skull (cf. Traite, I, p. 143F, n. 1), he gives them saying: “Even for 
me, who possess patience ( ksanti ), exertion ( virya ), wisdom ( prajna) and the power of skilful means 
(updyabala ), it is suffering to undergo [torments]; how much more painful for those stupid people (mudha) 
who live in the three places of suffering ( vinipdta)'. ? In the interest of these beings, I must then make 
energetic efforts to attain the state of Buddhahood as soon as possible and then I will save them.” 
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CHAPTER XXVII: THE VIRTUE OF EXERTION (p. 946F) 


I. THE NATURE OF EXERTION. 


Question. - What are the characteristics of exertion ( vuyalaksana )? 

[174b] Answer. - Dynamism in activity, ease in enterprises, firmness of will, ardor of spirit, perseverance 
in action: these five things constitute the characteristics of exertion. 

Moreover, according to the words of the Buddha, the characteristic of exertion is bodily and mental non¬ 
withdrawal (kayikacaitasikasramsanata). 

[ Pancavudhajataka ]. 3 - In a former lifetime, the Buddha Sakyamuni was once a merchant chief; at the 
head of some merchants, he went into a mountainous and difficult region where a raksasa demon stopped 


380 In its version of the Pancavudhajataka, the Mpps follows closely the version of Tsa pao tsang king, T 203 (no. 
97), k. 8, p. 487b-c (tr. Chavannes, Contes, III, p. 98-99): “Once there was a vast desert region between the kingdom 
of Kiel che (Kasi) and the kingdom of Pi t’i hi (Videha) where there lived a wicked demon called Cha tch 'a lou (85 
and 4; 30 and 2; 108 and 11 = Slesaloma, and not Sadaru as Chavannes suggests), who blocked the road so that 
nobody could pass. There was a merchant named Che tseu (Simha) who, leading five hundred merchants, wanted to 
go on this road.” Then follows the story of the struggle between the demon and Simha: Simha shot his bow and 
arrows and his sword, which all pierced the demon’s belly; then he advanced to fight with his fists, but his hands, his 
feet and his head got stuck. To the demon’s jibes, Simha replied with the gathas: “ There remains only my exertion 
for what is good which will not stick to you; as long as this exertion does not leave me, the fight that I will put up 
will not end.” The demon then let him go and set the five hundred merchants free. At that time Simha was the 
Buddha, and Cha tch 'a lou was the demon of that desert region. 

A more developed version, but without indication of place or of individuals, occurs in the Kieou tsa p’i yu 
king, T 206 (no. 1), k. 1, p. 510b-51 la (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 347-351): the two enemies exchange a dialogue 
in verse, the yaksa is converted and receives the five precepts. The version of the Mpps has passed into the King kiu 
yi siang, T 2121, k. 43, p. 225b, word for word. 

Finally, the legend has been incorporated into the Pali jataka, Pancavudhajataka (no. 55), I, p. 272-275, of 
which here is a brief summary: The bodhisattva was the son of king Brahmadatta; he was called Pancavudha ‘Five- 
weapons’ because on the day of his birth, eight brahmanas had predicted that he would owe his fame to his feats of 
arms. He studied at Taksasila, in the kingdom of Gandhara and, at the end of his studies, he took up a series of five 
weapons. Returning home, half-way between Taksasila and Benares, in the middle of the jungle, he met the yaksa 
Silesaloma ‘Sticky Hairs’. He fought with him and in succession launched his arrows ( sara), his sword ( khagga ), his 
lance ( kanaya ) and his club ( muggara ); but all his weapons remained stuck in the yaksa’s hair ( lomesu allTyimsii). 
Pancavudha then engaged him body to body; stuck to the yaksa by his five weapons, the prince refused to surrender, 
and the yaksa, marveling at the prince’s exertion, was converted and received the five precepts. 

The bodhisattva, called Pancavudha here, is called Simha, ‘Lion’, in the Tsa pao tsang king. Actually, 
Simha is the surname given to the bodhisattva by the yaksa who, in congratulating him, compared him to a man-lion: 
Manava,purisasiho tvam! 
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him, saying: “Stop! Do not move; I do not allow you to go on.” The chief of the merchants struck him with 
his right fist, but his fist remained glued to the demon and could not be detached; then he struck him with 
his left fist but it, too, could not be disengaged; next, he kicked him with his right foot, but the foot 
remained stuck; he kicked him with his left foot, but the same thing happened; he butted him with his head, 
but his head was stuck also. The demon asked him: “Now what are you going to do? Will you give in 
finally?” The bodhisattva answered: “Although the five parts [of my body] are fettered, never will my mind 
give in to you. I will fight you by the power of my exertion and never surrender to you.” The demon, 
amused, said to himself: “This man’s courage is very great”, and speaking to the merchant, said: “The 
power of your exertion is great; you definitely will not give in; I will let you go.” 

The ascetic acts in the same way [in order to conquer] the good dharmas ( kusaladharma ). During the first, 
second and fourth quarters of the night, he recites the sutras, practices meditation and seeks the true nature 
of dharmas. Not obstructed by fetters ( samyojana ), his body and mind are free of withdrawing: this is the 
nature of exertion. 

Exertion is a mental event characterized by diligent and unceasing action. It follows the mind ( cittanusarin ) 
and arises with it ( cittasahaja ). Sometimes it includes investigation and analysis (, savitarkasavicara ); 
sometimes it does not involve investigation, but only analysis ( avitarka savicaramatra); sometimes it 
involves neither investigation nor analysis (avitarkavicara). As is said fully in the Abhidharma, diligent 
and relentless cultivation of all the good dharmas is called exertion. Among the five faculties ( indriya ), it is 
called the faculty of exertion ( viryendriya ); the progression of the faculties ( indriyavardhana ) is called 
power of exertion ( vuyabala ); inasmuch as it opens the mind, it is called enlightenment of exertion 
(vfryasambodhi); inasmuch as it comes to buddhahood and nirvana, it is called right effort 
(samyagyydyama); inasmuch as it diligently fixes the mind on the four foundations of mindfulness 
( smrtyupasthdna ), it is called the factor of exertion ( virydnga ); among the four infallible knowledges 
( pratisamvid ), it is the gateway of energy (viryadvdra)', among the four bases of miraculous power 
(rddhipdda), exertion is zeal ( chanda ); among the six virtues, it is the virtue of exertion ( viryaparamita). 381 

Question. - Earlier you praised exertion and here you are speaking of the characteristics of exertion, but 
what exertion is it? 

Answer. - It is the exertion that is applied to [reuniting] all the good dharmas. 


II. THE VIRTUE OF EXERTION. 


Question. - But here in a treatise dedicated to the virtue of exertion, it is necessary to speak of the virtue of 
exertion; why do you speak about exertion being applied to all good dharmas? 

Answer. - From the time of his first resolve (prathamacittotpdda ), the bodhisattva applies himself with 
exertion to all the good dharmas; then little by little he acquires the virtue of exertion. 


381 For these classifications, see above, p. 935F, n. 1 
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[174c] Question. - This too much about exertion in regard to all good dharmas; talk about the virtue of 
exertion now, for we already know exertion in regard to all good dharmas. 

Answer. - Exertion that aims at obtaining the state of buddhahood is called virtue; exertion that has all the 
other good dharmas in view is called just exertion and not virtue. 

Question. - Why is diligent application to all good dharmas not called virtue of exertion and why it is only 
the exertion of the bodhisattva that is called virtue? 

Answer. - Virtue ( paramita) indicates arrival at the other shore ( param ita). Now people of the world 
(loka ), sravakas and pratyekabuddhas cannot practice the virtues completely. Therefore there is no virtue of 
exertion in them. 

Moreover, these people do not have great loving-kindness ( mahamaitri ) or great compassion 
(mahdkarund); they abandon beings and do not seek the ten powers ( bala ), the four fearlessnesses 
(vaisaradya), the eighteen special attributes (avenikadharma), omniscience ( sarvajndna ), the infallible 
knowledges ( pratisamvid ), the liberations ( vimoksa ), the immense body (, apramdnakdya ), the immense rays 
(apramanarasmi), the immense sounds ( apramanasvara ), the immense morality, concentrations and 
wisdom (i apramdnasTlasamddhiprajnd). This is why exertion among men is not described as virtue. 

Moreover, with unceasing exertion the bodhisattva one-pointedly ( ekacittena ) seeks buddhahood; such 
effort merits the name of virtue of patience. Thus the bodhisattva Hao che (Mahatyagavat) ’ S2 seeking the 
philosopher’s stone (cintamani), filtered the water of the ocean using his nerves and his bones, and did not 
stop working before having found this philosopher’s stone; he gave it to beings to ease their sufferings. The 
bodhisattva thus accomplishes difficult things; this is his virtue of exertion. 

Moreover, when the bodhisattva who considers exertion as fundamental ( pradhana ) also practices the other 
five virtues, his is truly practicing the virtue of exertion of the bodhisattva. Just as a whole collection of 
medicines (sarvabhaisajyasamagri) is needed to cure a serious illness, so exertion alone [is not enough] for 
the bodhisattva. If he uses his exertion alone without practicing the other five virtues, he would not be 
exercising “the virtue of exertion’’ [which characterizes] the bodhisattva. 

Moreover, by practicing exertion, the bodhisattva does not lean on material benefits (dmisdrtha), wealth, 
nobility or power (sthama); he does not pursue his own personal interest, or rebirth among the gods, 
cakravartin kings, as Brahma or as Sakradevendra; he does not seek nirvana for himself; he wants only to 
reach the state of buddhahood and do good for beings. This is the nature [of disinterestedness] that 
constitutes the virtue of exertion in the bodhisattva. 

Moreover, the exertion of the bodhisattva is applied in the practice of all good dharmas and mainly in great 
compassion ( mahdkarund). The good father loves his son; if he has only one son and the latter contracts a 
serious illness, he one-pointedly ( ekacittena ) seeks a remedy to cure his sickness; thus the energetic 
bodhisattva in whom loving-kindness predominates will not cease until he has saved all beings. 


3S ~ For Hao che or Ta che (Mahatyagavat), see references above, Traite, I, p. 265F, n. 1. 
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Finally, in the energy that characterizes the bodhisattva, knowledge of the true nature of things 
(satyalaksanajndna) is a major element. Practicing the six virtues [in these conditions] constitutes the virtue 
of exertion belonging to the bodhisattva. 

Question. - The true nature of dharmas is unconditioned ( asamskrta ) and 

[175a] non-fabricated ( anabhisamskrta ). Now exertion is conditioned and ‘fabricated’. Why would the true 
nature be the main element? 

Answer. - Although he knows that the true nature is unconditioned and unfabricated, by virtue of his 
original vow ( maulapranidhdna ) and his great compassion ( mahdkarund), the bodhisattva wishes to save 
beings. This is why, in the unfabricated, he uses the power of his exertion to save and liberate all beings. 

Moreover, the true nature of all dharmas is unconditioned {asamskrta), non-manufactured 
(i anabhisamskrta ), like nirvana (; nirvanasama ), without one-ness ( aneka ) or duality {advaya). Why then do 
you claim that this true nature is different from the nature of exertion? Actually, you do not understand the 
nature of things. 


[THE WORLD OF TRANSMIGRATION]. 383 


Moreover, the bodhisattva sees that the beings of the threefold world (traidhatuka) and the five destinies 
( pancagati) are, each of them, deprived of happiness. 

God realm. - The gods of the formless realm (drupyadhdtu), who enjoy the absorptions ( samdpatti ) and are 
attached to them, do not understand that when their life is over they will fall back into the desire realm and 
will take on the form of a bird or animal. In the same way, the gods of the form realm ( rupadhdtu ), having 
fallen from the pure abodes ( suddhdvdsa ), will again conceive sensual desire and will abide in the impure 
spheres. Finally, the six classes of gods of the desire realm ( kdmadhdtu ), attached to the five desirable 
objects, will fall into the hells ( niraya) and be subjected to all the sufferings. 

Human realm. - In the human destiny ( manusyagati ), the bodhisattva sees beings who, by practicing the 
ten meritorious actions, have obtained a human body. The human life involves many sufferings and but 
little joy; when their life is over, people often fall into the unfortunate destinies ( durgati ). 

Animal realm. - The bodhisattva sees the animals ( tiiyak ) undergoing all the torments: they are made to 
gallop by blows of the whip or stick; they are made to make long journeys carrying burdens; their harness 
is damaged; they are branded with hot iron. People who, in their former lives, have trussed them up, 
whipped them or been guilty of crimes of this kind, assume the animal form of an elephant ( haja ), a horse 
(asva ), a cow (go), a sheep ( edaka) or a deer ( mrga ). - If sensual desires ( kdmardga ), passion and 


383 This picture of Buddhist transmigration presents several points of contact with the Sadgatikdrikd of Dharmika 
Subhuti, edited, translated and compared with the Pali, Tibetan and Chinese versions by P. Mus, La Lumiere sur les 
Six Voies, 1936. Compare also Karmavibhaiiga, chap. XV-XXII, ed. Levi, p. 44-47. 
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ignorance ( avidyd) were predominant in them, they are reborn as goose ( hamsa ), a duck (kdrandava), a 
peacock ( barhin, matura ), a cakra bird (cakravdka). a pigeon ( kapota ), a cock ( kukkuta ), a parrot ( suka ) or 
a blackbird; thus they become one of the hundred thousand kinds of birds. If they are guilty of lust, their 
body becomes covered with hairs and feathers; their plumage is fine and smooth; their beak, big and wide; 
thus they cannot distinguish touch (sparsa) and taste (rasa). - If hatred ( dvesa, pratigha ) is predominant, 
they take the form of a poisonous snake (dsivisa), a scorpion (vrscika), a spider (lutd), a bee ( madhukara ), a 
myriapod ( satapadi) or a poisonous insect. - If delusion ( moha ) is abundant, they are reborn as a kind of 
worm (kfta), a butterfly, a dung-beetle, an ant (pipTlika ), an owl ( uluka ), among the insects and stupid birds. 

- If pride ( abhimdna ) and anger abound, they take the form of a savage beast: lion ( simha ), tiger ( vydghra) 
or leopard ( dvfpin ). - As a result of stupid conceit ( mithydmdna ), they re reborn as an ass ( gardabha ), a pig 
(sukara) or a camel (ustra). - As a result of greed ( mdtsarya ), envy ( frsyd), impulsiveness and haste, they 
take the form of an ape (markata), a long-tailed monkey ( vdnara) or a bear (riksa). - Guilty of evil desires 
(mithyaraga), hatred and jealousy (frsyd), they take the form of a cat (mdrjdra), fox or field-tiger. - As a 
result of shamelessness ( anapatrdpya ), lack of self-respect (dhrfkya) and gluttony ( grddhitva ), they take the 
form of a bird such as a crow (kdka), a magpie, an owl or a vulture (grdhra). - If they have deceived honest 
people (sajjandvamdna), they take the body of a rooster (kukkuta), a dog (kukkura), a jackal (shrigdla), etc. 

- Very generous (mahdddtri) but short-tempered (krodhana) and crafty (kutilacitta), they take the form of a 
naga. - Very generous ( mahdtydgin ), if they have tormented beings by their arrogance (cittonnati) and their 
tyranny (darpa), they take the form of a golden-winged bird (garuda). - As a result of all these passions 
[175b] (samyojana) and all these actions (karman), they undergo the sufferings reserved for animals 
(tiiyak), birds (paksin) or quadrupeds (pasu ). 

Courses through the five destinies. - The bodhisattva who possesses the divine eye (divyacaksus) sees 
beings wander through the five destinies and whirl about in them. They die among the gods and are reborn 
among men; they die among men and are reborn among the gods; they die among the gods and are reborn 
in hell; they die in hell and are reborn among the gods; they die among the gods and are reborn among the 
pretas; they die among the pretas and are again reborn among the gods; they die among the gods and are 
reborn among the animals; they die among the animals and are reborn among the gods; they die among the 
gods and again are reborn among the gods. And it is the same for those in hells (naraka), the pretas and the 
animals. 

Courses through the three realms. - They die in kamadhatu and are reborn in rupadhatu; they dis in 
rupadhatu and reborn in kamadhatu; they die in kamadhatu and are reborn in arupydhatu; they die in 
arupyadhatu and are reborn in kamadhatu; they die in kamadhatu and are reborn in kamadhatu. It is the 
same for rupadhatu and arupyadhatu. 

Courses through the hells. - They die in Samjlva hell and are reborn in Kalasutra hell; they die in Kalasutra 
hell and are reborn in Samjlva hell; they die in Samjlva hell and are again reborn in Samjiva hell. And it is 
the same for the other hells from Samghata up to AvTchi. 

They die in the hell of blazing coals (kukfda) and are reborn in the hell of excrement (kunapa); they die in 
the hell of excrement and are reborn in the hell of blazing coals; they die in the hell of blazing coals and are 
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again reborn in the hell of blazing coals. And it is the same for the other hells, from the hell of the blazing 
forest ( madfptavana ) up to the Mahapadma. 

Courses through the five wombs. - In the course of their successive rebirths, they die among the andaja 
(beings born from eggs) and are reborn among the jarayuja (beings born from the chorion); they die among 
the jarayuja and are reborn among the andaja; they die among the andaja and are again reborn among the 
andaja. And it is the same for the jarayuja, the Ssmsvedaja (beings born from moisture) and the upapaduka 
(apparitional beings). 

Courses through the four continents. - They die in JambudvTpa and are reborn in Purvavideha; they die in 
Piirvavideha and are reborn in JambudvTpa; they die in JambudvTpa and are again reborn in JambudvTpa. 
And it is the same for AparagodanTya and Uttarakum. 

Courses through the classes of gods. - They die among the Caturmaharajikas and are reborn among the 
Trayastrimsas; they die among the Trayastrimsas and are reborn among the Caturmaharajikas; they die 
among the Caturmaharajikas and are again reborn among the Caturmaharajikas. And it is the same [for the 
other gods of kamadhatu], from the Trayastrimsas to the Paranirmitavasavartins. 

They die among the Brahmakayikas and are reborn among the Brahmapurohitas; they die among the 
Brahmapurohitas and are reborn among the Brahmakmayikas; they die among the Brahmakmayikas and are 
again reborn among the Brahmakayikas. And it is the same for the Brahmapurohita, [Mahabrahman]; 
Parfttabha, Apramanabha, Abhasvara; Parlttasubha, Apramanasubha, Subhakrtana; Anabhraka, 
Punyaprasava, Brhatphala; [gods belonging] to the place of infinite space (dkdsdnantydyatana), to the place 
of infinite consciousness ( vijhdndnantydyatana ), to the place of nothing at all (dkimcanydyatana) and to the 
place of the neither with perception nor without perception (; naivasamjhdnasamjhdyatana ) gods. They die 
among the neither with perception nor without perception gods and are reborn in Avici hell. Thus they are 
reborn in the five destinies successively. 

Having seen that, the bodhisattva produces a mind of great compassion ( mahdkarundcitta ): “I am of no use 
to these beings; even if I gave them [all] the [175c] happiness in the world, this happiness would end up in 
sorrow. It is only by means of the eternal happiness of the state of buddhahood and nirvana that I can 
benefit everyone. How can I benefit them? I will use great exertion until 1 have obtained true wisdom; 
when I have attained true wisdom I will understand the true nature of dharmas and, with the help of the 
other virtues, I will do good for beings.” This is the virtue of exertion belonging to the bodhisattva. 

Preta destiny. 384 - Then the bodhisattva considers the pretas. As a result of the hunger ( ksudh -) and thirst 
(pipdsd) that torment them, their two eyes are sunken, their hair is long. They run about from east to west 
[to find drink], but when they approach some water, the demon guardians of the water chase them away 


384 For the torments of the pretas, see Samyutta, II, p. 255 (tr. Woodward, Kindred Sayings, II, p. 270). The Milinda, 
p. 294, distinguishes four kinds of pretas: 1) those who eat vomit (yantasika); 2) those who are hungry and thirsty 
( khuppipasino ); 

3) those who are consumed by thirst ( nijjhdmatanhika); 4) those who live on alms (paradatt’ dpajivino). 
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with blows from iron rods or, if there are no guardians, 385 the water dries up by itself; when it rains, the rain 
changes into coals. - There are pretas who always suffer from fire like at the end of the kalpa, when fire 
comes out of the mountains. - There are emaciated pretas who run around like madmen; their bodies are 
covered with long disheveled hair. - There are pretas who feed endlessly on excrement ( gutha ), spit 
(nisthfvana), vomit (vanta) or the left-over water from laundry; sometimes they go to latrines and stand on 
guard there waiting for impure (asuci) liquid. - There are pretas who are always looking for the blood of a 
woman in child-birth and who drink it; their aspect is like a flaming tree; their throat is like a needle 
(sucicchidra ); if they are given water, a thousand years would not be enough for them [to swallow it]. - 
There are pretas who break their own head, take the brains and lick it. - For some pretas, it is as if they had 
the iron chains of the black mountain ( kdlagiri ) around their neck; hitting their head on the ground, they ask 
for pity and take refuge near their guardians ( bandhanapdlaka ). - There are pretas who, in their previous 
existences, spoke harmful words (pdrusyavdda) and made coarse comments to people; beings hate them 
and look upon them as enemies. For all these faults they fall into the preta destiny and suffer all kinds of 
punishments there. 

The eight great hells . 386 - The bodhisattva sees the eight great hells and the ten thousand types of torments 
[encountered there]. 


385 The existence of the demon guardians is the subject of debate; see Kosa, III, p. 152-153. 

386 Buddhist concepts of the hells vary over time: 

A. The early and canonical sources of the Theravadins, such as the Bcilapandita and the Devadutasutta, 
accept the following: 

1) There are seven great hells, the names of which are not given except for the Avici: Majjhima, III, p. 
166-167; 182-183; Anguttara, I,p. 141. 

2) The great hell ( mahaniraya) has four gates each opening onto four secondary hells: Guthaniraya, 
Kukkukaniraya, SImbalivana, Asipattavana: thay are all surrounded by the river Kharodaka: Majjhima, III, p. 184- 
186. 

[For the corresponding Chinese sources, some of which show an evolution in the ideas, see Tchong a han, 
T 26, no. 199, k. 53, p. 760a-761a; ibid., no. 64, k. 12, p. 504c-505a; T’ie tch’eng ni li king, T 42, p. 827c-828b; Ni 
li king, T 86, p. 907-908b; Tseng yi a han, T 125„ k. 24, p. 675b-676b], 

3) Finally there are ten cold hells, the names of which are known and cited in the following order: Abbuda, 
Nirabbuda, Ababa, Atata, Ahaha, Kumuda, Sogandhika, Uppala, Pundarika, Paduma: cf. Samyutta, I, p. 152; 
Anguttara, V, p. 173; Suttanipata, III, 10, p. 126. - This list of ten cold hells is repeated by the Cosmography 
annexed to the Chinese DIrghagama (T 1, k. 30, p. 125c) and related texts (T 23, k. 2, p. 286c; T 24, k. 4, p. 329a). 
This is not surprising; actually, the Chinese DIrghagama is a text of the Dhannagupta school (cf. Watanabe, in 
Hoernle, Remains, I, p. 18; Bagchi, Canon bouddhique, I, p. 202-203; Przyluski, Concile, p. 354; F. Weller, Der 
Ueberlieferimg des alteren buddhistischen Schrifttums , Asia Major, V, 1928, p. 180). On the other hand, the 
Dhannagupta school descends in a direct line, by the intermediary of the Mahlsasakas, from the old sthavira 
Buddhism, the Pali scriptures of which are regarded as representing he authentic traditions (cf. DIpavamsa, V, v. 45, 
47; Mahavamsa, V, v. 6, 8; Paramartha, in P. Dcmieville, L’origine des Sectes, MCB, I, 1931, p. 23, 59-62; Bhavya 
in Walleser, Sekten, p. 81; Yi tsing, tr. Takakusu, p. 20). It is, therefore, quite natural that a text of the Dhannagupta 
school would have adopted the list proposed by the Theravadins. 
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B. An evolution in the ideas on hell is marked by the more recent sources, notably the Sanskrit sources 
derived from the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasika school: 

1) There are eight great hells (instead of seven), each having a name and a given type of punishment; these 
are, in descending order, Samjiva, Kalasutra, Samghata, Raurava, Maharaurava, Tapana, Pratapana and Avichl: cf. 
Divyavadana, p. 67; Avadanasataka, I, p. 4; Dharmasamuccaya, chap. 121; Mahavyutpatti, no. 4920-4927; Kosa, III, 
p. 149.- This list of the eight great hells was adopted by the Cosmography of the DIrghagama and related texts (T 1, 
k. 19, p. 121 c5-8; T 23, k. 2, p. 283b 16-19; T 24, k. 2, p. 320c3-5). - It has also passed into the Ceylonese sources, 
but with several variants in the order and nomenclature; cf. Pali Jataka, V, p. 266, 271: Sanjlva, Kalasutta, Sanghata, 
Jalaroruva, Dhumaroruva, Mahavlci, Tapana, Patapana. 

2) Each of these eight great hells opens into sixteen secondary hells, called utsada (thus there are 8x16 = 
128 utsadcis). But the distribution of these sixteen utsadas differs according to the source: 

a. At the four cardinal points of each hell there are four utsadcis: i) the kukula, blazing coals; ii ) the 
kunapa, mire of excrement; Hi) three places of suffering forming a single utsada: ksuramara, path of knives; 
asipattravana, forest the leaves of which are swords; ayahsalmalcvana, forest of spines; iv) the river VaitaranI of 
boiling water. Cf. Mahavyutpatti, no. 4937-4942; P’i p’o cha,T 1545, k. 172, p. 855a; Kosa, III, p. 150-151; Li che a 
p’i t’an louen, T 1644, k. 8, p. 211c. 

b. Each great hell is completed by sixteen small utsada hells, each having a different name: Black sand; 
Boiling excrement; Five hundred nails; Hunger; Thirst; Copper pot; Many copper pots; Iron millstone; Pus and 
blood; Proofing fire; River of ashes; Ball of iron ( ayoguda ); Beheading axe; Wolf; Forest of swords; Cold water. Cf. 
Cosmography of the Chinese DIrghagama and related texts: T 1, k. 19, p. 12lc8; T 23, k. 2, p. 283c; T 24, k. 2, p. 
320c6. 

3) Finally, the Sanskrit texts list eight cold hells (instead of ten) and the sutra texts have consequently been 
modified. These sitaniraya are called: Arbuda, Nirarbuda, Atata, Hahava, Huhuva, Utpala, Padma and Mahapadma. 
Cf. Tsa a han, T 99, no. 1278. k. 48, p. 351c; Pie tsa a han, T 100, no. 276, k. 14, p. 470b (which corresponds to 
Suttanipata, 111,10; p. 126); Divyavadana, p. 67; Avadanasataka,I, p. 4; Mahavyutpatti, no. 4920-4936; 
Dharmasamuccaya, chap. 122; Kosa, III, p. 154; Mpps, T 1509, k. 13, p. 158b; k. 16, p. 176c-177a; P’i p’o cha, T 
1545, k. 172, p. 866a. In the present passage, the Mpps seems to be derivative from Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasika 
sources listed above under B, but does not follow them slavishly. Like the Mahavastu, I, p. 244,1. 19, it accepts eight 
great hells and sixteen utsada or small hells. The eight great hells are the Samvida, etc.; the sixteen small hells are 
made up of the traditional eight cold hells, Arbuda, etc., and the eight hot hells , the names of which may be restored 
as: Kukula, blazing coals; Kunapa, excrement; Adiptavana, burning forest; Asipattravana, forest of swords; 
Ksuramarga, path of knives; Ayahsalmalivana, forest of iron spines; Kharodcikanadi, salty river; Tdmrastambha, 
copper stake. 

Other sources not listed here also show a certain interest in the study of the Buddhist hells; not to forget 
the Sadgatikmarika, st. 1-37, ed. Mus, p. 216-243, we also mention Divyavadana, p. 375-376; Mahavastu, I, p. 4-27 
(Maudgalyayana’s visit to the hells); Karandavyuha, ed. S. B. Samasrami, 1873 (Maitreya’s visit to the hells); a 
passage from the Saddharmasmrtyupasthana cited in Siksasamuccaya, p. 69-76; Nagarjuna’s Suhrlekha, T 1674, p. 
753a (tr. H. Wenzel, Friendly Epistle, JPTS, 1886, p. 21-24; S. Beal, The Suhrlekha or Friendly Letter, 1892, p. 29- 
31). 

Among the works: L. Feer, L’Enfer indien. JA, 1892-93; B. C. Law, Heaven and Hell in Buddhist 
Perspective, 1925; Kirfel, Kosmographie, p. 198-206; Przyluski ,Asoka, p. 120-160. 
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1) In the great Samjiva hell, the damned fight one another; aggressive and pugnacious, they wield sharp 
knives and slash one another; they are pierced with lances and skewered with iron forks; they are struck 
with iron bars; they are struck with iron rods; they are thrashed by iron shovels and slashed with sharp 
knives; they are torn apart with iron claws; they are all covered in blood. 387 Broken by these torments, they 
lose consciousness but, as a result of their previous actions, cold wind blows on them and, when the guards 
call them, they come back to life: this is why this hell is called Samjiva. When they revive (prakrtistha) 
they again undergo the [same] torments. Beings who, in their previous existences, liked to kill living 
beings, cows, sheep, birds, or other animals, or who killed one another for a field, a house, a slave, a 
woman or child, a kingdom or money, are found there; as punishment for all the killings they have done, 
they suffer thus. 

2) The bodhisattva sees the damned in the great Kalasutra hell. Wicked raksasas, guardians of the hell 
(nirayapdla) and worker-demons ceaselessly [176a] measure the damned with a black cord ( kalasutra ); 
with an iron axe ( kuthdra ) they put them to death and cut them to pieces; they shorten what is long 
(i dfrgha ), they lengthen what is short ( hrasva ); they round off what is square (varga), they square off what 
is round ( vrtta ); they cut their arms and legs, tear out their ears and noses and cut off their hands and feet 
with a great iron saw ( krakaca ); they amputate them and cut them up. They cut their flesh into pieces and 
weigh the quarters of meat. In the course of their earlier lives, these unfortunate people used to slander 
honest people and cause innocent people to die by means of lies ( mrsdvdda ), harmful words ( parusyavada ), 
malicious gossip (paisunyavada ) and idle comments ( sambhinnapaldpa ). Or else, as perverted officials, 
they were cruel, violent, dishonest and harmful. It is as a result of their wrong-doings and calumnies that 
they undergo these punishments. 

3) The bodhisattva sees the great Samghata hell 388 where wicked raksasas, guardians of hell ( nirayapdla ), 
take on all kinds of shapes: they become oxen (go), horses ( asva ), pigs (sukara), sheep (edaka), deer 
(mrgd), dogs ( kukkura ), foxes ( lomasin?), tigers ( vydghra ), wolves ( vrka ), lions ( simha ), donkeys, big 
birds, eagles ( garutmat ), and vultures ( grdhra ). Having thus taken on the heads of birds and animals, they 
come to devour, gnaw at and tear up the damned. - Two mountains come together and a great hot iron 
wheel rolls in a groove on top of the damned who are broken into pieces. - Then, in a hot iron mortar they 
are beaten and crushed like grapes ( draksd) or peaches that are squeezed or like pressed oil ( taila ). Their 
torn flesh is gathered into piles as on a threshing-floor; torrents of blood flow out; the eagles, vultures, 
tigers and wolves begin to fight over it. In their previous lives, these unfortunates had frequently killed 
oxen, horses, pigs, sheep, deer, does, rabbits, tigers, wolves, lions, donkeys and big birds, and so all these 
animals that harbor resentment against them take on their bird or animal forms and come to torment these 
damned. - Those who have exploited their power to oppress the weak suffer the punishment of the coming 


387 Here the Mpps does not mention the torture of the five bonds (pancavidhabandhana) that characterizes the first 
hell according to Majjhima, III, p. 166; Divyavadana, p. 376; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 53, p. 760b. 

388 Samghata means “accumulation, assemblage, squeezing”. That is why three punishments are imagined in this 
hell: the damned are assembled in a mass ( samghata ) and massacred (cf. Sadgatikarika, no. 10); they are crushed 
between two mountains which come together ( samhan ); they are pounded in an iron mortar (these last two torments 
in Suhrlekha, tr. Wenzel, p. 22). 
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together of the two mountains. Those who, out of greed (rdga), hatred ( dvesa ), stupidity ( moha ) or fear 
(.bhaya ), have not followed rules of good conduct or even those who have destroyed the proper way and 
perverted the Holy Dharma suffer the punishment of being crushed in the groove of the hot iron wheel and 
ground up in the hot iron mortar. 

4-5) The fourth and fifth [great hells] are Raurava and Maharauva. The damned who are in these great hells 
have as guardians raksasas with heads yellow {pita ) like gold; their eyes shoot out fire and they are clothed 
in red cloaks ( lohitavastra ); their flesh is solid; their gait is as swift as the wind; their hands and feet are 
long; their mouth utters evil sounds; they hold tridents ( trisula ) and forked arrows with which they stab and 
hurl at the damned like rain. Carried away by their fear, the damned strike their heads on the ground and 
beg for pity: “Leave us be for a while; have pity for a while!” Then the demons throw them into the burning 
iron hell, one hundred yojanas in extent, and make them gallop there with whip lashes: their feet are 
completely burned, their fat and marrow run in rivulets like pressed oil. The demons break open their heads 
with iron bars and the brains run out of their smashed skulls like cream from a broken pot. The demons 
slash them and cut them up; when their bodies are completely burned, they put them in an iron room where 
thick smoke suffocates them. These unfortunates push and rush against one another and wonder why 
[176b] they are being pushed around; but, just as they are about to find the exit, the door closes. Then they 
utter an unending great cry {raurava). - In their previous lives, these unfortunate ones had traded with false 
weights and measures and given unjust sentences; they had not returned the supplies entrusted to them and 
had robbed their inferiors; they had tormented the poor (daridra), making them cry and weep; they had 
destroyed cities and neighborhoods, ravaged villages, killed and looted; in their perverse hatred against 
[certain clans], they had called to them from near the ramparts and then, by means of their tricks and 
deceitfulness, they had brought the people together and then massacred them. It is for all these crimes that 
they suffer all these punishments. 

In the Maharaurava hell, the damned are put into gas chambers: they are shut in prisons or in dark smokey 
holes and gassed. Or else they are thrown into wells. It is for having stolen others’ goods or for similar 
reasons that they suffer the torments of the Maharaurava hell. 

6-7) The sixth and seventh [great hells] are the Tapana and Pratapana. There are two great copper cauldrons 
there; the first is called Nan t’o (Nanda) and the second Po nan t’o (Upananda); in the language of Ts’in, 
“Joy” and “Great Joy”; they are filled with boiling brine. The raksasa demons, guardians of hell, throw the 
damned into them, like head chefs cooking meat. The people in these cauldrons have their feet up and their 
heads down; they are boiled like beans; their bones and joints become detached; their skin and flesh 
dissolve. When they are completely cooked, the demons fish them out with a fork. According to the law of 
karma, a cold wind blows that brings the damned back to life. Then they are thrown into the glowing coals 
{kukula) or into the excrement {kunapa), like fish pulled out of the water and thrown onto the hot sand. 
There they are cooked in pus (read nong, 130 and 13) and blood. Then they are taken out of the glowing 
coals and thrown onto a bed of flames where they are forced to sit; their eyes, ears, nose and mouth, up to 
the pores of their skin, emit flames. In their previous lives, these unfortunates had tormented their parents, 
their teacher, sramanas and brahmanas; they had tormented honest people and fields of merit (punyaksetra ) 
to the point of arousing their anger; for these reasons they suffer the torments of the Tapana hell. Or else, in 
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their previous lives, they had roasted live cocoons, roasted live pigs and sheep, spit-roasted living human 
beings. Or else they had set fire to the jungle, burned villages, stupas, monasteries ( vihara ), temples 
(i devacaitya ), etc., or else they had thrown beings into pits of fire. It is for all these reasons that they are 
reborn in this hell. 

8) The bodhisattva sees the Avici hell, four thousand li in size, surrounded by iron walls and situated even 
deeper than the seven hells. 389 The raksasa guardians hammer the damned with great iron hammers like 
blacksmiths hammering out iron. They crush them from head to foot. They pin out and stretch their bodies 
with five hundred nails, like an ox-hide is stretched. The damned drag themselves along and tear 
themselves apart with their hands. A fiery iron chariot rolls over their bodies. 

Various utsada annexed to theAvfci. 390 - 1) They are forcibly pushed into the glowing coals ( kukulaf 91 and 
made to carry the glowing coals. 

2) They come out by the river of excrement ( kunapa ) which they are made [176c] to enter. There poisonous 
iron-beaked insects enter their body through their nose and leave through the soles of their feet; entering by 
the soles of their feet, they leave through their mouths. 

3) There arises before them the path of knives ( ksuramarga or ksuradhdramdrgdf 92 and they are made to 
gallop there by whip-lashes. The soles of their feet are cut into pieces like meat minced for cooking; knives, 
swords and sharp blades fly through their bodies. Just as leaves falling from a frozen tree are scattered at 
the mercy of the wind, so the sliced-off hands, feet, noses and limbs of these damned cover the ground and 
torrents of blood flow. 

Two evil dogs, Che mo (Syama) and Che p’o lo (Sabala), 393 fierce beasts with iron gullets, tear at the 
sinews and bones of these damned. These dogs are as strong as tigers and as fierce as lions. 

Then there is the forest ]of iron] spines ( ayahsalmalivanaf 94 where the damned are pushed and forced to 
climb the trees. When the damned climb up, the spines turn downward; when they come down, the spines 
turn upward. Huge poisonous snakes (dsivisa ), scorpions ( vrscika ) and poisonous insects come to chew on 
the damned; big long-beaked birds breaks their heads and feast on their brains. 


389 For this hell, see Kosa, III, p. 148-149; Hobogirin, A hi, p. 6. 

390 Here the Mpps continues its description of the Avici by describing its utsadas. 

391 This brazier of glowing coals is the kukkula of the Pali sources and the Mahavastu, I,p. 11., the knkula of the 
Kosa, III, p. 151. The damned are pushed into it up to their knees: their feet decompose when pushed into the 
glowing coals, revive as soon as they leave it. 

392 The path of knives is the ksuramarga of the Karandavyuha, 38, and the khuradhara of the Pali Jataka, V, p. 269. 

393 In Kosa, III, p. 151, these dogs are located in the asipattravana. 

394 The forest of iron spines corresponds to the simhalivana of Majjhima, III, p. 185 and the ayasalmalTvana of the 
Kosa, III, p. 151. 
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4) The damned enter the salt river [Kharodaka nadl or Vaitarm], 395 which they enter and are swept 
downstream. When they emerge, they tread on a ground of burning iron ( ayomayd Ihumy ddiptd). Walking 
on iron spines ( ayahkhantaka ) and sitting on iron spikes ( ayahstambhaf 96 that enter them from behind. The 
guardians open their mouths with pliers ( viskambhenena mukhadvaram viskambhya ) and pour in molten 
copper ( kvathitam tdmramdsye praksipanti)', they make them swallow flaming balls of iron ( ayuguddn 
ddiptdn dsyepraksipanti ); 397 these balls enter and burn their mouth (wz/k/?a),penetrate into and burn the 
throat ( kantha ); they penetrate into and burn the belly; the five viscera (read tsang, 130 and 18) having been 
burned, they fall to the ground ( adhah pragharanti). 

The damned, who see only ugly colors, breathe only fetid air, touch only rough things and undergo all the 
suffering, are bowed down with sorrow. Sometimes they act like savages, sometimes they run and hide, 
sometimes they trip and fall. 

In previous lives, these unfortunates had committed many great wrongs and perpetrated the five grave sins 
of immediate retribution ( pancanatarya ); they destroyed the roots of good ( kusalamula ); they called the 
Dharma ‘adharma’ and ‘adharma’ they called ‘Dharma’; they denied cause ( hetu ) and effect (phala ), 
despised and envied honest people. For all these sins they enter into this hell and undergo such hard 
punishments. 

The sixteen utsadas annexed to the eight great hells. - Outside the boundary of these eight great hells there 
are also sixteen hells that form annexes ( utsada ): eight hells of cold water and eight hells of fire and flame. 
The punishments there are of rare unprecedented ( adristdsruta ) severity. 

The eight hells of fire and flame are: the blazing coals ( kukula ); excrement ( kunapa ); the blazing forest 
(ddfptavanat)', the forest of swords ( asipattravana ); the path of knives ( ksuramdrga or ksuradharamarga ), 
the forest of iron spines ( ayahsalmalivana ); the salt river ( Kharodaka nddi or Vaitarani ); the copper stake 
( tdmrastambha ). 

The eight hells of cold water are: Ngo feou t’o (Arbuda) ‘having many holes’; Ni lo feou t’o (Nirarbuda), 
‘not having holes’; A lo lo (Atata), groan 

[177a] [uttered by the damned]under the biting cold; Ap’op’o (Flahava), another groan caused by the cold; 
Heou heou (Fluhuva), another groan caused by the cold; Ngeou po lo (Utpala), because the outer walls of 
this hell are like blue lotus ( nilotpala ); Po t’eou mo (Padma), punishment that makes the damned look like 
red lotuses; Mo ho po t’eou mo (Mahapadma). 

The eight hot hells: i) People have violated the pure precepts ( visuddhasila ) and the monastic code 
(pravrajitadharma ); they have induced laypeople ( avaddtavasana ) to distrust the Buddhist path; they have 
thrown people into a ditch filled with fire; they have roasted beings while they were still alive. For all these 


395 This river is the kharodaka nadl of the Majjhima, III, p. 185. the ksdranaadi of the Saddharmasmrtyupasthana, 
cited in Siksasamuccaya, p. 75; the vaitarani, “fordless river” of the Kosa, p. 151 and the Suhrllekha, v. 73, 79. 

396 The punishment of the iron or copper spikes is listed in Suhrllekha, v. 79. 

397 On the punishment of molten copper and iron balls, see, among other sources, the detailed descriptions on 
Mahhjima, III, p. 186; Divyavadana, p. 375; Sikshsamuccaya, p. 73. 
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reasons, they fall into the hell of blazing coals ( kukula ): hot blazing coals bum these damned up to their 
knees. 

ii) Some people have touched food meant for the sravakas, breahmnas, or ‘fields of merit’ ( punyaksetra ) 
with their impure hands; they have eaten before them or introduced filth into their food; they have emptied 
hot excrement over their bodies; they have abandoned the means of pure existence (parisuddhajfva) and 
derived their subsistence from evil ways of living (mithyajiva). For all these reasons, they fall into the hell 
of excrement ( kunapa ): this sewer is as deep and vast as the ocean; there are iron-beaked insects that crush 
the heads of the damned and eat their brains, that crash their bones and eat their marrow. 

Hi) Some people, setting fire to grass and wood, have destroyed insects; by chasing them away, they have 
burned the forest to complete the carnage. For all these reasons, they fall into the hell of the burning forest 
(ddiptavanal ) where the damned are burned in the fire of grass and wood. 

iv) Some people, sword in hand, have gone into battle, wounded and killed; they have cut down a tree 
under which they have crashed their enemy in order to avenge some old grievance; they have betrayed the 
secret confided to them in good faith by a friend. For all these reasons, they fall into the hell of the forest of 
swords ( asipattravana ). When the damned enter into this hell, the wind blows over the sword-shaped 
leaves that then cut off the hands, feet, ears and noses of the damned. In this forest there are ravens ( kdka ), 
vultures ( grdha ) and evil dogs ( svan -) that come to eat the flesh of the damned. 

v) Some men have stabbed their enemy with sharp knives; they have wounded their enemy with a stake or a 
lance; they have rained a path, taken away a bridge; they have destroyed the path of the Holy Dharma 
(saddharmamarga) by substituting the path of adharma for it; they fall into the hell of the path of knives 
(, ksuramdrga ); in this hell, on a path closed off between two barriers, sharp knives have been fixed in such a 
way that the damned must pass under them. 

vi) Some men have given themselves up to lust and have taken over other men’s wives; they have lusted 
after and engaged in sex ( sukhaparsana ). For all these reasons, they fall into the forest of iron spines 
(ayahsalmalfvana). At the top of spiny trees, one yojana in height, are huge poisonous snakes (dsfvisa) 
transformed into beautiful women; they invite the damned to climb up and take their pleasure with them; 
besides, the guardians of hell ( nirayapdla ) force the damned to climb the trees. Immediately the spines turn 
downwards and transfix the damned who endure the spines piercing through their bones into their marrow. 
When they come to the top of the trees, the magical women change back into snakes which break the heads 
of the damned, penetrate into their bellies and pierce holes in many places until they are completely torn 
apart. [177b] Finally, when they are brought back to life and in their normal state, the magical women, now 
standing at the bottom of the trees, call them again; the guardians of hell shoot arrows at them and make 
them descend; the spines reverse their direction and when they reach the ground, the magical women 
change back into poisonous snakes which tear up the bodies of the damned. 398 


398 The Saddharmasmrtyupasthana, cited in Siksasamuccaya, p. 71-72, also mentions the presence in the hells of 
these magical women, but they do not change into snakes, they have a body of red-hot iron. 
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vii) After a long time, when the damned come out of the forest of burning iron spines, they see in the 
distance a river ( Khdrodakd nadf or Vaitarani) of fresh delicious water; they go towards it but, when they 
get into it, it becomes boiling salt water. The damned are in it hardly a moment when their skin and flesh 
decompose and their bones fall into the water. The raksasas, guardians of hell, pull them out with a forked 
hook and set them down on the river-bank. In their previous lives, these unfortunates had wounded and 
killed water animals, fish or turtles; they had pushed people to fall into the water; they had thrown them 
into boiling water or into ice-water. They suffer this punishment for all these evil acts. 

viii) In the hell of the copper cauldron ( tamrastambha ), the raksasas, guardians of hell, ask the damned 
where they are going, and the latter answer: “We are unfortunate and we do not know where we are going; 
we are hungry ( ksudh ) and thirsty (pipdsd) ” When they say they are thirsty, the guardians chase the 
damned with whip-lashes and make them sit on a red-hot copper stake ( tamrastambha ); they open their 
mouths with pliers (viskambhena mukhadvarm viskambhya ) and pour in molten copper (kvathitam tamram 
dsye praksipanti). If they say they are hungry, the guardians make them sit on a copper stake and make 
them swallow iron balls ( ayoguda ) which enter and burn the mouth, penetrate and burn the throat ( kantha ), 
penetrate and burn the stomach ( antra); having burned the five internal organs (read Tsang, 130 and 18), 
they fall down onto the ground (,adhah pragharanti). 399 In their previous lives, these unfortunates had 
stolen other peoples’ goods to have enough to eat; as monks, they sometimes pretended to be sick to get 
melted butter ( ghrta ) or honey ( madhu ); without discipline ( sfla ), concentration ( samadhi ) and wisdom 
( prajna), they had accepted many gifts and hurt people with slander ( pdrusyavdda ). For all of these 
previous wrongdoings, they fall into the hell of the copper stake. 

The eight cold hells. - i ) In the Arbuda hell, people are plunged into a body of water where a pernicious 
wind blows so that their skin is torn off, their hair falls out, their tendons broken, the flesh torn, the bones 
broken and the marrow runs out. When they recover their wholeness, the damned undergo the same 
punishment again from the beginning. In their previous lives, these unfortunates had stripped human beings 
during the winter months, or stolen fuel and fire from people in the grip of the cold; or else they had been 
wicked nagas, angry and full of hate, who had caused a rain of hail and ice to fall to annoy humans ; or else 
they had scorned and slandered the Buddha, his disciples or people who were observing morality; or else 
they had committed grave sins by their four actions of speech. For all these reasons they fall into the 
Arbuda hell. 

ii) It is the same in the Nirarbuda hell. But whereas the Arbuda hell has several “holes” (arbuda) 400 by 
which one can sometimes leave or enter, the Nirarbuda hell has no holes, and there is no means by which 
one can leave or enter. 

iii-v) In the three hells, Atata, Hahava and Huhuva, the damned shiver in the biting cold wind, unable to 
open their mouths, and these hells are named after the groans which are heard there. 


399 Cf. Majjhima, III, p. 186.; DIvyavadana, p. 375; Siksasamuccaya, p. 74. 

400 Other etymologies are found in the texts. This hell is called arbuda because those who are there are like bubbles 
(arbuda) or like thick clouds (ambuda), or because the cold wind produces blisters on their bodies. Cf. Hobogirin, 
Abuda, p. 8. 
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[177c] vi) In the Utpala hell, the ice and mud are like a blue lotus ( mlotpala ). 

vii) The shape of the Padma hell is like a red lotus. 401 

viii ) The Mahapadma hell is the dwelling-place of Kiu kia li (Kokalika). 402 

The sage (jnaniri) who hears [about these hells] cries out in fear: “Alas! It is because of ignorance ( avidyd), 
hatred ( pratigha ) and attachment ( anunaya ) that one comes to undergo these sufferings; one comes out of 
them only to re-enter them again infinitely.” Seeing these hells, the bodhisattva says to himself: “These 
sufferings are the acts for causes and conditions; they all result from ignorance ( avidyd) and the afflictions 
( klesa ). I will apply myself energetically to the six virtues ( paramita) and accumulate the qualities ( guna ) 
in order to relieve beings of the sufferings of the five destinies.” Thus the bodhisattva stimulates his 
compassion and increases his exertion. If one saw one’s father and mother shut up in prison, beaten and 
afflicted in ten thousand ways, one would look for any way ( updya ) to save them and one’s mind would not 
rest for one moment. 

Thus the bodhisattva, who sees beings undergo the sufferings of the five destinies, thinks of them 
ceaselessly as his parents. 


III. EXERTION AND THE OTHER VIRTUES. 


1. Moreover, the exertion of the bodhisattva is practiced diligently from lifetime to lifetime: the mind of the 
bodhisattva never draws back from seeking wealth and treasures to give to beings; if he himself possesses 
goods, he never ceases to give them all away. 

2. Moreover, the bodhisattva observes the precepts ( sila ) energetically; whether they are great ( mahat ) or 
lesser ( ksudra ), he takes them all, he keeps them all without transgressing or violating them. If he happens 
to miss a precept, be it small as a hair, he confesses at once and hides nothing. 

3. Moreover, the bodhisattva diligently cultivates patience ( ksdnti ). Whether one strikes him with a knife or 
a stick, whether one harms him or insults him, whether he is covered with veneration ( satkdra ) or worship 
( pujd), he endures all of it and remains indifferent and detached. In the face of the profound Dharma 
( gambhiradharma ) 403 that his mind is unable to probe, he ignores doubt and hesitation. 

4. Furthermore, the bodhisattva cultivates the four trances ( dhydna ) with exertion and special attention. He 
can dwell there, keep them and thus obtain the five superknowledges (abhijnd), the four boundless ones 
(read sseu won Hang sin: paramatta citta), the [eight] liberations ( vimoksa ), the spheres of mastery 


401 According to the Kosa, III, p. 154, Utpala and Padma indicate the shape taken by the damned: they are like a 
blue or red lotus. According to the Chinese sources studied by Beal, Catena, p. 63, the inmates of Utpala and Padma 
are covered with spots resembling blue and red lotuses respectively. 

402 For Kokalika, see above, p. 806F. 

403 The gambhiradharma s have been defined above, Traite, I, p. 337-338F. 
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(i abhibhvdyatana ) [p. 969F, 1. 6] and the ten spheres of totality ( kytsnayatana ). Provided with these qualities 
(guna), he obtains the four foundations of mindfulness ( smritypasthana ) and all the samadhis of the 
bodhisattva, such as the vision of the Buddhas, etc. 

5. Finally the bodhisattva’s exertion is without drawing back in seeking the Dharma (dharmapaiyesand); 
he uses body and mind to pay homage to Dharma teachers (, dharmacarya ); he increases offerings, alms and 
gifts without fail or relapse. Fie dedicates his life to study and discussion of the Dharma. During the first, 
second and last watch of the night, he contemplates ( manasikdroti ), meditates ( cintayati ), calculates 
(pramdnayati) and speculates ( vikalpayati ); he looks for causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ); he 
distinguishes between identity and difference ( sdmdnyavisesa ); he seeks to understand the true nature 
(satyalaksana) and to establish, for all dharmas, their specific nature ( svalaksana ), their general nature 
(i anyalaksana ), the general characteristic ( sdmdnyalaksana ), the specific characteristic ( bhinnalaksana ), the 
unique characteristic ( ekalaksana ), the nature of existence ( bhdvalaksana ), the nature of non-existence 
( abhavalaksana ) and the essential nature (tathatdlaksana). The absence of decrease ( asamlayana ) or of 
relapse ( avivarana ) of the Buddhas and bodhisattvas constitutes the exertion of the bodhisattva. For all 
these reasons, he can produce and realize the many good dharmas and this is the “virtue of exertion”. For 
the meaning of the word virtue (pdramitd), see what has been said above. In addition, the exertion of the 
bodhisattva is the only one to be called [178a] virtue of exertion (viryapdramita); the exertion of other 
people does not merit the name of virtue. 

Question. - What is meant by perfection of exertion ( vvryaparipuri )? 

Answer. - When the bodhisattva, in his body of birth (Janmakdya ) and his essential body 
(dharmadhdtukdya ), 404 unites all the qualities (guna), there is the perfection of the virtue of exertion 
(vtryapdramitdparipuri). For the meaning of paripuri, see what has been said above: “In bodily and vocal 
exertion, the bodhisattva does not draw back.” (p. 927F) 


IV. BODILY AND MENTAL EXERTION. 


Question. - Exertion is a mental event ( caitasikadharma ). Does the sutra speak of bodily exertion 
(/ kdyikavuya )? 

Answer. - Although exertion is a mental event, it is called bodily exertion when it makes use of physical 
strength. It is like sensation (vedand); although it is a mental event, it is called ‘bodily sensation’ 
(kdyikavedand) when it is associated with the [first] five consciousnesses ( pancavijndnasamprayogdt ), 
‘mental sensation’ ( caitasikavedana ) when it is associated with the mental consciousness 
(:manovijndnasamprayogdt ). It is the same for exertion: when one expends physical force either by 


404 As we have seen above, Fa sing, for Kumarajiva, gives dharmadhatu and not dharmata. 

405 See in Milinda, p. 253, the distinction between kayika and cetasikavedana. 
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giving with the hand or vocally reciting religious texts and preaching the Dharma, it is a question of bodily 
or vocal exertion (kdyikavdcikavirya). 

Moreover, exertion is bodily when it is practicing generosity ( ddna) or morality ( sfla ); it is mental when it 
is practicing patience ( ksdnti ), meditation (, dhydna ) and wisdom ( prajnd). 

Moreover, exertion is bodily when it is practiced on outer things ( bdhyavastu ); it is mental when there is 
effort special to oneself (ddhyatmikaprayoga). 

Finally, gross exertion ( sthulavirya ) is bodily; subtle exertion (suksmavtrya) is mental; exertion that has 
merit in mind is bodily; exertion that has wisdom (prajna) in mind is mental. In the bodhisattva, there is 
bodily exertion during the time from the first cittotpada (resolution) until the attainment of 
anutpattikaksanti (acceptance of non-production) for, until then, he has not yet given up his body of birth 
( janmakdya ). [Starting from the moment when], obtaining the anutpattikadharma, he rejects his body of 
flesh ( mdmsakdya ) and attains the essential body ( dharmadhdtukdya ) up until the moment he becomes 
Buddha, it is a matter of mental exertion. 406 

When the bodhisattva is in his first resolution (prathamacittotpdda ), his qualities (guna) are not complete; 
he is then planting the causes and conditions of the threefold merit (tripunyahetupratyaya). When his 
generosity (ddna), morality (sila) and good intention (kusalacitta) have finally been rewarded, he uses the 
latter to give gifts to beings. But as beings are not satisfied, he cultivates merit on a grander scale and 
makes a resolution for great compassion (mahdkarund utpddayati ): He says: “Beings have insufficient 
wealth and many are bad. I am incapable of satisfying their desires with my small wealth. If their desires 
are not satisfied, they will not willingly accept my teaching; if they do not accept my teaching, they will not 
be liberated from birth (jdti), old age (jard ), sickness (vyddhi) and death (marand). Therefore I will use 
great skillful means (mahopdya) to load them with riches until they are satisfied.” Then the bodhisattva 
goes to the great sea to look for various treasures; he climbs mountains and faces dangers in the search for 
marvelous medicines; he penetrates into deep caves in search of various objects, stalactites or precious 
gems (maniratna) and he gives them to beings. Or else, he becomes the leader of a caravan (sdrthavdha) 
and he daringly crosses mountain trails, facing robbers, lions, tigers, wolves and madmen. In order to make 
gifts to beings, he carefully seeks the most precious materials, and he considers nothing too difficult. With 
medicinal herbs (osadhi) and magical spells (mantra), he can transform copper into gold; by means of these 
many transformations (parindma ), he produces all kinds of precious substances; and when he is successful 
[in fabricating] things that are not native in the four directions, he gives them to beings. That is bodily 
exertion. But, when he has acquired the five [178b] superknowledges (abhijnd), he can transform himself 
and create exquisite tastes; or else he goes to the heavens (svarga) to gather the food [that grows] there 
spontaneously. That is mental exertion. 


406 In other words, it is in the eighth bhumi (acald bhumi) that the bodhisattva attains anutpattikadharmaksdnti 
(patience that consists of accepting and understanding that dhannas do not arise), the nydma (predestination for 
Bodhi), the avivartanci (assurance of not regressing); then he exchanges his body of birth (janmakdya) or body of 
flesh ( mdmsakdya ) for the body of the Dharma (dharmakaya), and his exertion, bodily (kayika) as it was before, 
becomes mental (caitasika). See above, p. 71 IF, n. 1. 
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When the bodhisattva collects riches and gives them away, this is bodily exertion; when he uses his 
qualities of donor to reach buddhahood, this is mental exertion. When the bodhisattva of birth body 
(janmakaya ) practices the six virtues, this is bodily exertion; when he bodhisattva of essential body 
(dharmadhdtukdya ) practices the six virtues, this is mental energy. [Note by Kumarajiva: when one has not 
acquired the Dharma-body, the mind follows the body; but when one has acquired the dharmakdya, the 
mind does not follow the body and the body does not hinder the mind.] 

Furthermore, not to spare one’s life in order to realize the qualities is bodily energy; never to relax 
(i asramasanata) in seeking dhydna and wisdom ( prajnd) is mental exertion. 

Finally, bodily exertion consists of not drawing back in the difficult efforts that one undertakes. 


[ Nigrodh am igajataka]. 4111 

It is told that, in the kingdom of Po lo nai (Varanasi), the king Fan mo ta (Brahmadatta), while hunting in 
the jungle ( aranya ), saw two herds of deer ( mrgayutha ): each herd had its leader; the one had five hundred 
deer and his body was the color of the seven jewels ( saptaratna ): this was the Bodhisattva Sakyamuni; the 
other leader was Devadatta. 

The Bodhisattva, king of the deer, on seeing king Brahmadatta killing his herd, felt great compassion 
(mahakarunacitta ) and went to Brahmadatta. The king’s people drew their bows and let fly a rain of 
arrows. But Brahmadatta, seeing this deer approaching him, commanded his retinue to put away their bows 
and arrows so he could learn the motive for the deer’s coming. Approaching the human king, the deer-king 
knelt and said: “Sire, it is for a useless motive, namely, the pleasures of an outing and diversion that our 
deer are suffering all the pains of death. If you wish, we will furnish you with food; we will establish a 
sequence and send you every day one deer for the royal kitchen.” The king approved this proposition and 


407 This well-known Jataka, undoubtedly invented to explain the name of Mrgadava, “Deer Park”, or Mrgadaya, 
“Gift to the deer”, is told in the following sources: 

Pali sources: Jataka no. 12,1, p. 149-152; Dhammapadattha, III, p. 148 (Bulingame, Legends, II, p. 359). 

Sanskrit source: Mahavastu, I, p. 359-366. 

Chinese sources: Lieou tou tsi king, T, 152 (no. 18), k. 3, p. 12b-13a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 68-71); 
Ta tchouang yen louen king, T 201, (no, 69), k. 14, p. 338a-339a (tr. Huber, Sutrdlamkdra, p. 411-418); Tsa p’i yu 
king,T 212, k. 14, p. 685b-c; Hiuan tsang. Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 7, p. 906a-b (tr. Beal, II, p. 50-51; Watters, II, p. 54- 
55); King liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 11, p. 58c-59b. 

Iconography: Cunningham, Barhut, pi. XLIII, 2; Griffiths, Ajanta, p. 139; Ecke-Demieville, Twin 
Pagodas, p;. 39, 4. 

The Mpps follows the version of Ta tchouang yen louen king, from which it borrows a stanza. 

In the Mahavastu and the Pali Jataka, the two deer-kings are called Nyagrodha (Nigrodha) and Visakha 
(Sakha). In the samodhana pf the Pali jataka, the Bodhisattva is identified with Nigrodha, Devadatta with Sakha, 
Kunara Kassapa with the little deer, his mother with the doe, and Ananda with king Brahmadatta. 
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gave in to the deer-king’s wish. Then the two herd leaders, in a great meeting, set up a sequence; and each 
in turn, sent the deer from his herd whose turn it was [to be killed]. 

One day, a pregnant doe in Devadatta’s herd said to him: “Today is my day to go to my death; but I am 
pregnant and it is not my baby’s turn. Therefore I beg you to condescend to an agreement so that I, who 
must die, will undergo my lot, but that my baby should not suffer it.” The deer king, Devadatta, became 
angry with her and said: “Who is there who would not take care for his life? The deer go [to their death] 
when their turn comes; why would they accept your terms?” The mother deer then said: “My king is 
inhumane and has no pity; he has not considered my proposition and has become angry without valid 
reason. There is no way to talk to him.” Then she went to the bodhisattva-king and told her story. The 
bodhisattva-king asked the doe: “What did your leader say?” - She replied: “My leader is inhumane; he did 
not come to an arrangement but got angry. Great king! Your humanity extends to all; that is why I come to 
you for refuge. As vast as the world is, today for me there is no place to appeal to a higher court.” The 
Bodhisattva thought: “This doe is very sad. If I do not intervene, her baby will be savagely killed; it is not 
the baby’s turn. But how can I send in her place [a deer] whose turn has not yet come? Only I myself can 
replace her.” Having thought thus, he made his decision: he delegated himself and sent away the mother 
doe: “I will replace you today, do not worry”, he said. 

Then the deer-king went to the palace of king Brahmadatta; the servants were astonished to see him come 
and reported the thing to the king. The king also was astounded and, having him brought before him, he 
asked: “Is your herd exhausted? Why have you come?” The deer-king replied: “Great king, since your 
protection extends to the deer, nobody hurts us and we have increased; why would the herd come to an 
end? But, in my neighbor’s herd, there is a pregnant doe ready to give birth; she is to be killed and 
butchered and her baby put to death. She came to me and 1 had pity on her. It is impossible to replace her 
by someone who is not involved in this business. If I send her away and do not save her, I am no different 
than a piece of wood or a stone. My body will not last long; it will surely not escape death. To save the 
unfortunate compassionately is of immense merit. Those who have no loving-kindness ( maitri ) are like 
tigers and wolves.” Hearing these words, the king rose from his seat and spoke these stanzas: 


Truly I am an animal 
A ‘beast in human form’, 

You, despite your body of an animal 
Are a ‘man in the form of a beast.’ 


It is correct to say 

That external form does not make a man. 

Although he is an animal, whoever knows how to express loving-kindness 
Is a man. 
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For my own part, starting from today, 

I will not eat any meat whatsoever. 

I make you the gift of absence of fear ( abhayadana ), 
You may reassure your mind. 


The deer rejoiced in peace and the king found loving-kindness and faith. 


[Dharmarakta sacrifices himself for a stanza], 4m 

The brahmacarin Ngai fa (Dharmarakta) traveled about in Jambudvrpa for twelve years in search of the 
holy Dharma (dryadharma), but was unable to find it. At that time there was no Buddha and the 
Buddhadharma also had disappeared. There was a brahmin 409 who said to him: “I possess a stanza of the 
holy Dharma; if you truly love the Dharma, I will give it to you.” Dharmarakta answered: “I do love the 
Dharma truly.” The brahmin replied: “If you truly love the Dharma, you will take your skin as paper, one 
of your bones as pen and you will write the stanza with your blood; then I will give it to you.” Dharmarakta 
agreed to these orders: he broke a bone, flayed his skin and wrote the following stanza with his blood: 


Practice the Dharma, 


408 This story is told in several sources, but the texts do not agree in the name of the bodhisattva: 

In the P’ou sa pen hing king, T 155, k. 2, p. 119b, the king Yeou to li (9 and 15; 36 and 3; 75 and 7), in 
order to obtain a stanza, flays his skin to use as paper, breaks a bone to use as a pen, and uses his blood as ink.- In 
the Hien yu king (Chinese version, T 202, k. 1, p. 351b; Tibetan version edited by Foucaux, Grammcdre ds la langue 
tibetain, 1858, p. 195-197), the rsi Yu to lo (75 and 22; 36 and 3; 122 and 14), i.e., Utpala, “flays his skin for paper, 
breaks a bone for a pen and uses his blood as ink.” - The Mpps attributes the same deed here to a brahmacarin Ngai 
fa (61 and 9; 85 and 5 = Dharmarakta) and later, at k. 49, p. 412a, to the bodhisattva Lo fa (75 and 11, 85 and 5 = 
Dharmarata) who has already been discussed, P. 690 as note. 

In none of these stories is there a question of marrow, whereas marrow plays an important part in the 
version told by the Chinese pilgrims Song Yun, T 2092, k. 5, p. 1020bl 1-14 (tr, Chavannes, BEFEO, III, p. 412) and 
Hiuan tsang, T 2087, k. 3, p. 883al2-13 (tr. Beal, I, p. 124; Watters, I, p. 233-234). Both locate the scene in the 
‘monastery of the lentils’ (Masurasamgharama) at Gumbatai, near Tursak, in Bunlr. According to Song Yun, where 
the bone was broken, the marrow that ran out fell onto the rock; the color of the fat is as creamy as if it were quite 
fresh. Hiuan tsang also saw this rock; he says it is yellowish-white and always covered with a rich moistness. 

The present jataka should not be confused with that of prince Candraprabha (alias Utpala) who broke one 
of his bones and used the marrow to cure a sick man; this other deed has been told above, p. 715F. 

For the value attached to the stanzas, see above, p. 689, note. 

409 According to the Mpps, k. 49, p. 412a, this was king Mara, disguised as a brahmin. 
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Do not adopt adharma! 

In this world and in the other 
The Dharmacarin dwells in peace. 410 


[The pheasant extinguishing a jungle fire]j n 

There was once a jungle fire consuming the forest in which there lived a [179a] pheasant ( kapihjala ) who 
used his strength to fly to some water, moisten his down and his feathers and return to extinguish the fire. 
The blaze was violent and the water [that he poured over it] was small in amount; but the pheasant did not 
find discouraging the fatigue of flying there and back. Then the god 77 che (Sakra) came and asked the 
pheasant: “What are you doing there?” The pheasant answered: “I want to save this forest, for I have pity 
for living beings. This forest is shady, vast in extent, fresh and pleasant. The animals of my kind, my 
relatives and all the living beings are fond of it. I have the strength; why would I be lazy ( kusfda) in saving 
it?” The king of the gods asked him: “How long will you continue your effort?” The pheasant answered: “I 
will continue until death.” The king of the gods continued: “Who knows with certainty that that is indeed 
your intention?” Then the pheasant made the following vow ( pranidhdna ): “If my heart is sincere and my 
faith true, may this fire be extinguished.” At once, a god of the pure abodes ( suddhdvdsadeva ) heard the 
ardent vow of the bodhisattva and extinguished the fire. From early times until today, it is the only forest 
that is always flowering and is spared by fires. 




410 This is verse no. 169 in the Dhammapada: 

Dhammam care sucaritam na sam duccaritam care, 
dhammacarT sukham seti asmim loke paramhi ca. 

The Sanskrit recension occurs in the Avadanasataka, I, p. 220: 

Dharmam caret sucaritam nainam duscaritam caret, 
dharmacarT sukham sete asmimilokeparatra ca. 

The two stanzas given by the Hien yu king, T 202, p. 351b-c, are different; they recommend avoiding the 
ten evil actions. 

411 The bird’s actions are told, with some variants, in Seng k’ie lo tch’a so tsi king, T 194, k. 1, p. 120a-b; Tsa pao 
tsang king, T 203, k. 2, p. 455a-b; Kieou tsa p’i yu king, T 206, k. 1, p. 515a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 385-386); 
Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 6, p. 903b-c (tr. Beal, II, p. 33-34; Watters, II, p. 29); King liu yi siang, T 2121, K. 
11, p. 60b-c. - Iconography: Ecke-Demieville, Twin Pagodas, p. 61 and pi. 40, 3. 

In the Mpps and the Si yu ki, the bird is a pheasant ( kapihjala ); elsewhere it is a parrot ( suka ). According 
to T 203, the fire broke out because two bamboos, shaken by the wind, caught on fire by friction; the parrot was 
called Houan hi cheou (76 and 18; 30 and 9; 185) which may be restored in the Sanskrit as Nandikaslrsha. 
According to Hiuan tsang, it was not a Suddhavasadeva who extinguished the fire, but Sakra himself; he took a little 
water in the hollow of his hand and poured it onto the fire; the stupa commemorating the action of the bird was in 
the neighborhood of Kusinagara, close to the place where the Buddha entered into nirvana. 
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These are the various exploits that the Bodhisattva accomplished in his previous lives: he carried out what 
was hard to do; he sacrificed his life, his kingdom, his wealth, his wife, his children, his elephants and 
horses, his seven pearls, his head, his eyes, his bones and his marrow; he gave everything eagerly and 
without regret. It is said that, for beings, in the space of a single day, the Bodhisattva would undergo a 
thousand deaths and a thousand births. Such are the exploits that he accomplishes in his virtue of 
generosity, morality, patience, trance and wisdom. All the nidanas told in the Jatakasutras are derived from 
bodily exertion. 

Cultivation of the good dharmas ( kusaladharmabhavana ), confident faith ignoring doubt 
(nihsamsdyaprasdda ), absence of laziness ( akausfdya ), insatiability in searching for the Dharma 
(dharmaparyesanasamtusti ) conducted among the saints and up to worldly people - insatiability like that of 
the ocean that engulfs the waves - that is what characterizes the mental exertion of the bodhisattva. 

Question. - The mention of insatiability ( samtusti ) is not correct. Why? When one has found what one has 
been looking for, one should be satisfied; but when something cannot be pursued or arranged, one ought to 
give it up. Why this perpetual dissatisfaction? When someone is digging a well looking for a spring and has 
worked hard, if there is no water, he should stop. It is the same for the practice of the Path: having reached 
a certain point, it is not necessary to practice further. Why this perpetual dissatisfaction? 

Answer. -The exertion of the bodhisattva cannot be the object of an ordinary comparison ( laukikapamdna ). 
If the person digging the well does not succeed in finding water, this is as a result of his small efforts and 
not because there is no water. If there is no water in that place, there is some elsewhere, to be sure, and he 
should go where it is. The bodhisattva must go to buddhahood, go there insatiably, and teach people 
relentlessly [to go there]. This is why we spoke of insatiability ( asamtusti ). 

Furthermore, the exertion and the aspirations ( pranidhana ) of the bodhisattva are vast; he has sworn to save 
all beings. Now beings are inexhaustible in number . 412 This is why his exertion also must be inexhaustible. 
You said that once something has been arranged, one should stop, but that is not correct. Although the 
bodhisattva may have come to buddhahood, beings have not all arrived there; therefore he cannot stop. Just 
as the nature of fire, even though it is not extinct, is to combat cold, so the exertion of the bodhisattva, even 
though he has not entered into nirvana, never stops. This is why, of the eighteen special attributes 
(i dvenikadharma ), zealousness ( chanda ) and exertion (vvya) are two things to be practiced unceasingly. 

Furthermore, the bodhisattva abides in the virtue of wisdom ( prajndpdramitd) by the method of non¬ 
abiding ( asthdnayogena ): 13 he never abandons exertion. The exertion of the bodhisattva is not that of the 
Buddha. 

Furthermore, as long as the bodhisattva has not attained the state of Bodhisattva, his body of birth and 
death (cyntnpapattikdya, samskarakaya ) fills living beings with wonderful things. In turn, beings respond 
to praises ( varnana ) with malicious gossip (paisunyavdda ), to signs of respect ( satkdra, arcana) with scorn 

According to an early theory, the number of beings is infinite; cf. Siddhi, Appendix, p. 807-808.. 

413 This method has been defined above, p. 656F. 
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( avamdna ), to friendly feelings ( maitncitta ) with looking for faults; they even plan to wound him. Deprived 
of power ( sthdma ), these beings come to torment the bodhisattva, who makes vast aspirations (pranidhana ) 
for these beings: “When I have attained buddhahood, I will save these beings, even the most wicked.” His 
mind unrelentingly feels great compassion {mahakaruna) for these evil beings. Like a loving mother who 
laments the sickness of her son, he does not cease to worry about them. These are the characteristics of the 
exertion of the bodhisattva. 

Furthermore, when the bodhisattva practices the virtue of generosity, all kinds of beggars come from the 
ten directions to ask him for things they should not be asking for, things to which the bodhisattva is 
attached and which are hard for him to give; they say to the bodhisattva: “Give me your two eyes; give me 
your head, your brain, your bones, your marrow, your wife and your dear children, your pearls and 
priceless jewels.” These things that are difficult to give, the beggars insistently demand them; but the 
bodhisattva’s mind is not moved; he feels neither miserliness ( matsarya ) nor anger ( krodha ). Without 
hesitation, wholeheartedly ( ekacittena ), he gives [what they ask for] in order to realize the state of 
buddhahood. He is like mount Mem which is not shaken by the winds of the four directions. These are the 
characteristics of the virtue of exertion. 

Finally, the bodhisattva’s exertion is the virtue of exertion when it practices the [other] five virtues on all 
occasions (sarvatra). 

Question. - If the bodhisattva practices the virtue of discipline ( silaparamitd) and somebody comes to ask 
for his three robes ( tricivara ) or his bowl (pdtra ), he is violating a precept if he gives them, for the Buddha 
has forbidden [making a gift of them]. 414 On the other hand, if he refuses, he is lacking the virtue of 
generosity ( ddnapdramitd). Therefore how can exertion practice the five virtues “on all occasions”? 

Answer. - The beginning bodhisattva (ddikdnnikabodhisattva ) is unable to practice the five virtues 
everywhere at the same time. 

When the Bodhisattva was practicing the virtue of generosity, he saw a starving tigress, beset by hunger, 
about to devour her cubs; immediately the Bodhisattva felt great compassion ( mahakaruna) and gave her 
his body. 41:1 The Bodhisattva’s father and mother, grieved for their son’s death, lost their sight, and the 
tigress, for having killed the Bodhisattva, had to undergo punishment. 416 

[179c] However, the bodhisattva does not take into account either his parents’ sadness or the punishment 
reserved for the tigress: he wants only to accomplish a gift and gain merit ( punya ). 


414 The three robes and the alms-bowl were ceremonially given to the bhiksu in the ordination ritual and were an 
integral part of the monk’s equipment: Vinaya, I, p. 94. 

415 Vyaghrljataka or the “gift of the body” to the starving tigress; see references in Traite, I, p. 143F, and above, p. 
723F. 

416 This epilogue of the Vyaghrljataka is missing in the recensions of the jataka, but it is commonplace for parents to 
become blind as a result of mourning for their son (cf. Chavannes, Contes, IV, p. 91). 
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The bhiksu who is observing the precepts conforms to the rules ( niyama ), small or large, and repulses those 
who violate the rules. The person who meets with his refusal is angry and vexed, but the bhiksu only wants 
to observe the precepts and pays no heed to his anger. 

Sometimes the bodhisattva practices ordinary wisdom ( samvrtaprajnd) and withholds his kindly and 
compassionate feelings ( maitrikarundcitta ). 


[The impostor bramacarin exposed by the Bodhisattva ]. 


In a previous lifetime, the Bodhisattva Sakyamuni was crown prince of a great kingdom. His father, the 
king, had as teacher (guru) a brahmacarin who did not eat the five grains [i.e., abstained from all food]. Full 
of respect and faith, the people considered this to be a miracle ( ascarya ), but the prince said to himself: “A 
man who has four limbs absolutely needs the five grains. If this man does not eat, it is surely to seduce 
men’s minds and it is not his real custom.” His father and mother said to him: “This zealous man does not 
touch the five grains; it is extraordinary ( adbhuta ). Why are you so foolish as not to respect him?” The 
prince answered: “Be watchful: before long, this man will betray himself.” 

Then the prince looked out for the place where the brahmacarin lived, went to the forest and asked a cow- 
herder (gopdiaka) there: “What does this man eat?” The cow-herder replied: “During the night, this man 
eats some butter and that permits him to stay alive.” 

Having learned this, the prince returned to the palace and wanted to lead the brahmacarin to betray himself. 
He perfumed a blue lotus (nilotpala) with all kinds of medicinal herbs ( ndndvidhausadhi) and next 
morning, when the brahmacarin came to the palace and seated himself beside the king, the prince took the 
lotus and offered it to the brahmacarin. The brahmacarin joyfully said to himself: “The king, the queen, the 
greater and lesser people inside and outside all surround me with attention; only the prince shows neither 
respect nor trust; but today he is offering me this beautiful lotus; this is very good.” Then he took the lotus 
and out of respect for the prince, he brought it to his nose and smelled it. The medicinal vapors contained in 
the lotus penetrated into his stomach; soon the medicines began to act within his stomach and the 
brahmacarin wanted to withdraw. The prince said to him: “Brahmacarin, you do not eat, why do you want 
to go to defecate?” The brahmacarin was seized with nausea and suddenly vomited beside the king. In his 
vomit, the intact butter betrayed him; the king and the queen understood his deceit. The prince then said: 
“This man is a real brigand; to make a name for himself, he has deceived the entire kingdom.” 

Thus, when he used ordinary wisdom ( samvrtaprajnd), the Bodhisattva was tiying only to fulfill wisdom, 
suspend his kindness and compassion (maitrikarundcitta) and does not fear people’s anger. 
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When the bodhisattva, on some occasions ( sydtkdla) practices supramundane wisdom ( lokottaraprajnd ), he 
has neither the desire ( rdga ) nor concern ( abhinivesa ) to observe morality (sfla) or to practice generosity 
(i ddna ). Why? Because the donor ( ddyaka ), the recipient ( pratigrahaka ) and the thing given ( deya ) do not 
exist; because sin (dpatti) and merit ( andpatti ), anger ( krodha ) and gentleness ( akrodha ), exertion ( vuya) 
and laziness ( kausidya ), concentratedness of mind ( cittasamgraha) and distraction ( cittaviksepa ) do not 
exist {nopaldbhyante). 

Moreover, when the bodhisattva practices the virtue of exertion, he is faced with unborn {anutpanna) and 
unceasing ( aniruddha ), non-eternal ( anitya) and non-transitory ( ananitya ), non-suffering (aduhkha) and 
non-happy ( asukha ), non-empty ( asimya ) and non-real ( asatya ), non-atman and non-anatman, non-unique 
(i aneka ) and non-different ( ananya ), non-existent (asat) and not [180a] nonexistent (anasat) dharmas. He 
knows perfectly well that all these dharmas [are derived] from the complex of causes and conditions 
( hetupratyayasamagri ), that they are only names and conventions ( ndmasamketa ) and have no real nature 
(satyalaksana). The bodhisattva who has made this examination knows that everything conditioned is 
deceptive (mrsd) and his mind rests in the unconditioned (asmskrta); he wants to destroy ( nirudh -) his mind 
and holds only nirvana to be [true] salvation (yogaksema ). But then he remembers his original vow 
(mulapranidhana) and, out of compassion ( karund ) for beings, he returns to the practice of the dharmas of 
the bodhisattva and accumulates all the qualities (guna). He says to himself: “Although I know that all 
dharmas are deceptive, beings do not know this and suffer all the sufferings of the five destinies; therefore I 
will practice the six virtues (pdramitd) completely.” As reward, he also acquires the thirty-two marks 
(laksana) and the eighty minor ( anuvyanjana ) marks of the Buddhist path, omniscience ( sarvajndna ), great 
loving-kindness (mahamaitri), great compassion (mahdkarund), the [four] unhindered knowledges 
(pratisamvid), the [eight] liberations ( vimoksa ), the ten powers ( bala ), the four fearlessnesses ( vaisdradya ), 
the eighteen special attributes (avenikadharma ), the three sciences (trividya) and the innumerable attributes 
of the Buddhas. As soon as he has attained these attributes, all beings find purity of faith 
(sraddhdvisuddhi); they can taste the practices, are pleased with the Buddhadharma and accomplish their 
task. All of that is due to the virtue of exertion and constitutes the virtue of exertion. 

The Buddha said: The bodhisattva’s exertion does not consider either the body or the mind, or that which is 
done by the body or that which is meditated on by the mind. For him, the body and mind are identical 
(eka), equal (sama), without any difference ( nirvikalpa ). He uses the state of buddhahood sought by him to 
save beings. He does not think of beings as ‘this shore’ ( apara ), or the state of buddhahood as ‘the other 
shore’ (para). He rejects everything done by body and mind; he considers it to be the fiction of a dream 
(svapna), as not done. That is called nirvana, and all these forms of exertion are called virtues. Why? 
Because he knows that all exertions are false. He holds all dharmas to be deceptive and unreal, like a dream 
(svapna) or a magic show ( mdyd). The equality of all dharmas (sarvadharmasamatd) is reality; there is 
nothing to be sought for in equalized dharmas; this is why he knows that all exertions are deceptive. But, 
even though he knows that all exertions are false, he maintains them unflinchingly and that is the true 
exertion of the bodhisattva. 

The Buddha said: For innumerable kalpas, I gave my head, my eyes, my marrow and my brain to beings to 
satisfy their desires. When I was observing discipline (sfla), patience (ksdnti) and meditation, 1 lived in the 
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mountains and forests and my body dried up; sometimes I observed fasting ( upavdna ); sometimes I broke 
away from the tastes of pleasure; sometimes I underwent the torment of curses, dishonor, the knife and the 
stick; this is how my body wasted away. Always in meditation, exposed to the sun and the morning dew, I 
painfully sought wisdom ( prajna); I recited [the sutras], meditated, questioned and discoursed; by my 
knowledge, I divided dharmas into good and bad, coarse ( sthula) and subtle ( suksma ), false and true, 
frequent and rare; I paid reverence (puja) to innumerable Buddhas. With zeal and exertion, I sought the 
qualities [180b] ( guna); I wanted to perfect ( paripurna ) the five virtues. But at that time I attained nothing 
and I did not acquire the virtues of generosity, morality, patience, exertion, trance, and wisdom. 1 then met 
the Buddha Jan teng (Dlpamkara); I cast five lotuses at him and spread out my hair on top of the mud [as a 
carpet for him]; 417 then I attained the patience of dharmas free of arising ( anutpattikadharmaksdnti ) and at 
once the six virtues were completed {paripurna ) by me; rising up into the air, 418 I praised the Buddha 
Dlpamkara in verse. I saw the innumerable Buddhas of the ten directions and then I obtained the real 
exertions; exertions being equal, I found the equality of mind ( cittasamatd) and, as a result of this equality 
of mind, 1 found the equality of all dharmas (sarvadharmasamata). 

These various causes and characteristics constitute the virtue of exertion. 


417 For the offering to Dtpamkara, see above, Traite, I, p. 248F, 410F n. 

418 For this phenomenon of levitation, see Traite, I, p. 284F, note 2. 


761 



CHAPTER XXVIII: THE VIRTUE OF MEDITATION 

(DHYANA) ( P . 984F) 


Sutra'. It is necessary to fulfill the virtue of meditation by being based on the non-existence of distraction 
and delight ( dhydnapdramitd paripurayitavya aviksepanatdm andsvddanatam updddya). 


I. NECESSITY FOR MEDITATION. 


Sastra: Question. -The rule for the bodhisattva is to save beings; why does he dwell apart in forests and 
swamps, solitudes and mountains, preoccupied only with himself and abandoning beings? 

Answer. - Although the bodhisattva stays away from beings physically, his mind never abandons them. In 
solitude ( santavihdra ), he seeks concentration ( samddhi ) and gains true wisdom (bhutaprajnd) to save all 
beings. When one takes a drug ( bhasajya ) for health reasons, one temporarily interrupts family affairs; then 
when one’s strength has been recovered, one resumes business as before. The rest that the bodhisattva takes 
is of that nature. He swallows the drug of wisdom ( prajna) by the power of meditation; when he has 
obtained the power of the superknowledges ( abhijndbala ), he returns to people and, amongst them, 
becomes a father, mother, wife or son, master, servant or school-teacher, god, human or even an animal; 
and he guides them with all sorts of teachings ( desana ) and skillful means (updya). 

Furthermore, the bodhisattva practices generosity ( ddna ), morality (silo) and patience ( ksdnti ), three things 
that are called ‘gates of merit’ ( punyadvara ). For innumerable lifetimes he has been [Brahmajdevaraja, 
Sakradevendra, cakravartin king, king of Jambudvrpa, and ceaselessly gives beings garments made of the 
seven jewels ( saprtaratnamaya vastra). In the present lifetime and in future existences, he abundantly 
enjoys the five objects of desire (pancabhih kamagunaih samarpito bhavati). It is said in the sutra: “The 
cakravrtin king 419 who [180c] has taught his people the ten good actions, is later reborn in heaven.” From 
existence to existence he works for the benefit (hita) of beings and leads them to happiness ( sukha ). But 
this happiness is transitory ( anitya ); following it, suffering ( duhkha ) is experienced. And so the bodhisattva 
produces a mind of great compassion (mahakarundcittam utpddayati), he wants to benefit beings by 
assuring the eternal happiness of nirvana ( nityasukhanivdna ), and true wisdom comes from concentration 
of the mind ( cittdgiya ) and meditation ( dhydna ). Light a lamp ( dfpa ); bright as it is, you cannot use it if you 
leave it in the full wind; put it in a sheltered place, it will be very useful to you. It is the same for wisdom in 


419 Cf. Rajasuttanta (Samyutta, V, p. 342; Tsa a han, T 99, no. 835, k, 30, p. 214a): Raja cakkavati catunnam 
dipanam issariyadhipaccam rajjam kMaretva kayassa bhedd parammaranci sugatim saggam lokam upapajjati 
devcinam Tavatimsanam sahavyatam: “At the dissolution of his body after death, a cakravartin king who has exerted 
his sovereign power and his royalty over the four continents is reborn in a good destiny, in the god realm in the 
company of the Trayastrimsa gods.” 
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a distracted mind ( viksiptacitta ): if the shelter of dhyana is absent, the wisdom will exist, but its usefulness 
will be very restricted. It is necessary to have dhyana so that the true wisdom is produced. This is why the 
bodhisattva, separating himself from beings and withdrawing into solitude ( santavihara ), seeks to obtain 
meditation. It is because meditation is pure that the wisdom is pure also. When the oil ( taila ) and the wick 
(varti) are clean, the light of the lamp is also clean. This is why those who want to attain pure wisdom 
practice meditation. 

Moreover, when one is pursuing worldly business ( laukikdrtha) but does not apply one’s whole mind to it, 
the business does not succeed; then how [would one reach] very profound ( gambhira ) Buddhist wisdom if 
one neglects meditation? Meditation is the concentrating of the distracted mind ( viksiptacittasamgrahana ). 
Distractions whirl about more easily than the down-feathers of the wild goose ( sarasaloman); if their flying 
off is not restrained, their speed is greater than that of a hurricane; they are harder to contain than a monkey 
(markata)', they appear and disappear more [quickly] than lightning ( vidyut ). If the characteristic of the 
mind is at this point not fixed, those who want to control it would not succeed without dhyana. Some 
stanzas say: 


Dhyana is the treasury ( kosa ) in which wisdom is kept. 

It is the field of merit (punyaksetra ) of the qualities ( guna ). 
Dhyana is the pure water ( visuddhajala) 

That can wash away the dust of desire ( rdgarajas ). 

Dhyana is the diamond armor ( vajravarman ) 

That stops the arrows of the afflictions ( klesesu ). 

Even if one has not attained nirupadhisesanirvana, 

One has already partially obtained it. 

When one has the diamond concentration ( vajrsamddhi ) 420 
One breaks the mountain of the fetters ( samyojanagiri ), 

One obtains the power of the six superknowledges ( abhijhd), 
One is able to save innumerable beings. 


A heavy rain can penetrate 


420 This concentration is produced when the ascetic abandons the ninth and last category of the passions that attach 
him to the highest sphere of existence, the fourth arupyasamapatti , also called bhavagra. 
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The whirlwind of dust that hides the sun; 


[In the same way] dhyana can dissipate 

The wind of vitarka-vicara that distracts the mind. 

Finally, dhyana is hard to obtain ( durlabha ); it is by means of sustained attentiveness ( ekacitta ) and 
unrelenting special effort that the ascetic will succeed in acquiring it. If gods and sages (isi) do not succeed 
in obtaining it, what can be said of ordinary people ( prthagjana ) with lazy minds ( kusTdacitta )? 

[The second attack of Mara’s daughters]. 421 - When the Buddha was seated in meditation under the 
nyagrodha tree, the three daughters of Mara questioned him with these stanzas: 

[181a] Alone, sitting under a tree 

The six organs ever in repose. 

Would you have lost a treasure? 

Do you not feel the poison of grief and sorrow? 

Your face is unequalled in the world 
You remain alone, seated, your eyes closed. 

Our minds are uncertain: 

What are you looking for in this place? 

Then the Bhagavat answered with these stanzas: 

I gave found the taste of nirvana, 

I do not like to dwell among the emotions, 

I have chased away the internal and external enemies., 

Your father also I have put to flight. 

I have found the taste of the Deathless ( amritarasa ), 


421 See referencs above, p. 880F, n. 1. 
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I am seated in this forest in peace. 
Beings are prey to attachments, 

I feel compassion for them. 


Then the girls felt ashamed and said to themselves: “This man has abandoned pleasures ( yitaraga ); he is 
unshakeable.” At once they disappeared and were not seen again. 


II. MEANS OF ACQUIRING MEDITATION 422 


Question. - By what means (up ay a) is the virtue of meditation (dhyanaparamita) attained? 

Answer. - By eliminating five objects [namely, the five sensual desires], by avoiding five things [namely, 
the five obstacles] and by using five practices. 


A. First Method: Eliminating the sensual desires. 423 


How to eliminate the five objects? The five objects of desire ( pancakamagunanigarhana ) should be 
condemned by saying: Alas! Beings are always tortured by the five objects of desire and yet they seek them 
sendlessly. Once obtained, the five objects of desire develop and progress like fever or magic. The five 
objects of desire are useless like the bone gnawed by a dog; they foment quarreling ( vivdda ) like the meat 
over which birds are contending; they burn a man like the torch carried in the wind; they harm a man like 
treading on a poisonous snake; they are futile ( abhuta ) like profit made in a dream; they are as short as a 
short-term loan. 424 Foolish people are attached to the five objects of desire and will arrive at their death 


422 This section was repeated almost word for word by Tche yi (538-597), the founder of the T’ien t’ai school. In his 
Sieou si tche kouan tso tchan fa yao, T 1915, k. 1, p. 463b-465b (tr. Beal, Catena, p. 258-267). 

423 This paragraph is just an elaboration of canonical facts. For the early Buddhist, the ascetic who truly directed 
himself towards perfection must banish from his mind all attachment to the five objects of desire. The passage 
"Pane’ ime bhikkhave kdmaguna...” that defines attraction ( assdda ) for the desires, their disadvantages (admava) 
and the means of escaping from them, is found in many places in the scriptures: cf. Majjhima, I, p. 85-87, 92, 454; 
II, p. 42; III, p. 114; Anguttara, III, p. 411; IV, p. 415, 430, 449, 458; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 25, p. 584c; Tseng yi a 
yhan, T 125, k. 12, p. 604c. 

424 To the bhiksu Arittha, the Buddha compared the desires to a skeleton ( atthikankala ), a piece of tainted meat 
(mamsapesi), a grass fire ( tin ’ ukkd), a trench of glowing charcoal ( angarakdsu ), a dream ( supina ), beggary (yacita ), 
the fruit of a poisonous tree ( rukkhaphala ), a slaughterhouse (asisuna), a sharpened stake ( sattisula ), the head of a 
snake ( sappasira ): cf. Vinaya, II, p. 25; Majjhima, I, p. 130; Anguttara, III, p. 97. - The Chinese sources also 
mention this conversation with Aritta: Tchong a han,T 26, k. 54, p. 763c; Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 8, p. 56c; Mo ho 
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without having rid themselves of them; as a result they will suffer immense sufferings. A madman who 
coveted a beautiful fruit climbed up a tree, ate the fruit and refused to come down; the tree was cut down, 
and when he fell out of it, he broke his head and died painfully. [The same fate is reserved for the one who 
covets the five objects of desire]. - Besides, these five objects of desire last only an instant: when the 
pleasure [that they bring] has disappeared, there is great suffering. These objects are like a knife coated 
with honey ( madhvdliptasdstra ): those who lick it covet the sweetness [of the honey] and are unaware of 
the knife that cuts their tongue. The five objects of desire set man close to the animals; the wise man who 
knows them can avoid them. Here is an example: 

[The upasaka tempted by a goddess ]. 425 - An upasaka who was the head of a group of merchants earned his 
livelihood by making distant journeys. Once when he was traveling at night in the cold and the snow, his 
lost his companions and stopped in a rock cave. At that moment, the mountain goddess (giridevatd) 
changed into a woman and, approaching him in order to tempt him, spoke this stanza: 


The white snow covers the mountain. 
All the animals have gone away, 

I am alone and without refuge, 

I want only your sympathy. 


[181b] The upasaka covered his ears with his hands and answered with these stanzas: 

Impudent and evil woman 
Who speaks these impure words! 

May you be carried away by water or burned by fire! 

I do not want to hear your voice. 

I have a wife, but I do not desire her. 

How then would I commit a lustful deed [with you]? 

The sense pleasures are not deep, 

But the suffering and torment [that they bring] is very deep. 


seng k’i liu,T 1425, k. 17, p. 367a; Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 17, p. 682a; Che song liu, T 1435, k. 15, p. 106a; Ken 
Pen chouo ... p’i nai ye, T 1449, k. 39, p. 840b. 

425 Story retold in King liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 37, p. 200b. 
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While one is enjoying pleasures, one is not satisfied; 
When one is deprived of them, one feels great sadness; 
When one does not have them, one wants to have them, 
When one has them, one is tormented by them. 


The joys of pleasure are rare, 

The grief and pain they bring are abundant. 
Because of them, men lose their lives 
Like butterflies that dash into the lamp. 


Hearing these stanzas, the mountain goddess released the man and led him back to his companions. 

That man is wise who condemns the desires and is not attached to the five objects of desire, i.e., pleasant 
colors ( rupa ), sounds ( sabda ), perfumes ( gandha ), tastes (rasa) and tangibles ( sprastavya ). By seeking 
meditation ( dhydna ), one should reject all of that. 


1. Rejecting colors. 


How to reject colors [taken here in the sense of female beauty]? By considering the damage (upaghata) 
done by color. When a man is attached ( abhinivisate ) to colors, the fire of the fetters (samyojana) burns 
him completely and consumes his body, like a fire that consumes gold and silver. Boiling broth, hot honey, 
have color and taste, but they burn the body and take the roof off your mouth; one must hurry to reject 
them: it is the same for attachment to beautiful colors and exquisite tastes. 

Furthermore, the fact of loving or detesting depends on the person; color in itself is indeterminate ( aniyata ). 
How do we know that? When we see a man at a distance whom we like, we have feelings of joy and 
affection; when we see at a distance an enemy or adversary, we have feelings of anger and hostility; when 
we see a a man who is indifferent to us, we have neither anger nor joy. If we want to expel this joy or this 
anger, it is necessary to reject bad feelings and colors, abandon them together at the same time. When 
molten gold burns your body and you want to get rid of it, it is not possible just to want to avoid the fire 
while keeping the gold; you must avoid both the gold and the fire. 
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[Bimbisara at Amrapali’s home]. 426 - Thus king P’in p’o so lo (Bimbisara), for the beauty of a woman, 
entered an enemy kingdom and stayed alone in the chamber of the courtesan ( vesya) A fan p’o lo 
(Amrapall). 


426 A fan p’o lo is a rare and defective transcription for Amrapali; see Fan fan yu, T 2130, k. 5, p. 1017c. Amrapali 
(in Pali, Ambapali) was the rich courtesan of Vaisali who, shortly before the Buddha’s death, went to visit him in 
great pomp, provided a princely reception for him and gave the Sangha the Ambapalivana; this event is told in the 
sutras (DIgha, II, p. 95-98; Tch’ang a han, T 1, k. 2, p. 13b-14c; T 5, k. 1, p. 163b-164b; T 6, k. 1, p. 178c-179b), in 
the Vinaya (Pali Vin, I, p. 231-233; Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 20, p. 135b-136a; Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 40, p. 856a; 
Ken pen chouo ... tsa che, T 1451, k. 36, p. 385c-387c), and also elsewhere (e.g., Tchong pen k’i king T 196, k. 2, p. 
161b). -Amrapali was bom miraculously in the flower of a mango-tree belonging to a brahman in Vaisali. The 
brahman adopted Amrapali and made her a courtesan. Seven kings disputed over the favors of the young lady; 
Bimbasara, king of Magadha, even though he was at war with the Licchavi of Vaisali, surreptitiously entered the 
city, penetrated into the tower where Amrapali was shut up and amused himself with her for a week. Amrapall bore 
him a son who later became the famous physician JIvaka: cf. Nai niu k’i yu yin yuan king, T 553, p. 896-902 (tr. 
Chavannes, Contes, III, p. 325-361; Nai niu k’i p’o king, T 554, p. 902-906; Wen che si yu tchong seng king, T 701, 
p. 802c-803c. According to the Sarvastivadin Vinaya, the son of Bimbisara and Amrapall was called Abhaya ( digit 
Manuscripts, III, 2, p. 22), while JIvaka was the son of Bimbisara and the wife of a merchant whose name is not 
given (ibid., p. 23-25). In the Pali sources, Vimala-Kondanna is given as the son of Bimbisara and Amrapall 
(Theragatha Comm., I, p. 146): JIvaka’s father was Abhaya-Rajakumara - one of Bimbisara’s sons - and his mother, 
a courtesan of Rajagrha called Salavati (Manoratha, I, p. 399). The meeting between Bimbisara and Amrapall, to 
which the Mpps alludes here, is told at length in T 553 and 554 (l.c.): The king enters the garden by way of an 
aqueduct, climbs into the tower, seduces Amrapall and, before leaving her, gives her his ring saying that if she has a 
daughter she can keep her, but if she has a son, she must bring him to the palace along with the ring as a sign of 
recognition. 

A detailed recitation of the meeting is also given in the Civaravastu of the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya (cf. 
Dulwa in Rockhill, Life, p. 64, and Schiefner-Ralston, Tibetan Tales, p. 88-89). The original text, found at Gilgit, has 
been published in Gilgit Manuscripts, III, p, 19-21: 

One day, the king of Magadha, Sreniya Bimbisara, surrounded by his ministers on the palace terrace, said: 
“Sirs, do you know of a beautiful courtesan?” [The minister] Gopa replied: “Majesty, put aside the others. In Vaisali 
there is a courtesan named Amrapall, wonderfully endowed with beauty and youth, learned in the sixty-four arts, 
worthy of being loved by Your Majesty alone.” Bimbisara said: “Gopa, if that is so, let us go to Vaisali and pay 
court to her.” Gopa replied: “For a long time the Licchavi of Vaisali have been the adversaries and enemy of Your 
Majesty. May they do you no harm!” The king answered: “To men it is befitting to do men’s deeds. Let’s go!” Gopa 
said: “If that is Your Majesty’s unshakeable wish, let’s go.” The king mounted his chariot and went to Vaisali with 
Gopa where they arrived at the right time. Gopa stayed in the park and Bimbisara went into Amrapali’s house. Just 
then, a bell began to ring; the inhabitants of Vaisali were astonished: “What enemy has entered our city and made 
the bell ring?” they asked. The shouting grew louder; [hearing it], the king asked Amrapall: “My dear, what is that?” 
- She said: “Your Majesty, they are going to search the houses.” - “Why?” - "Because of Your Majesty.” - “Well, 
should I flee?” - “Don’t worry, they search my house only every seven days. During these seven days, amuse 
yourself here, make love, pay court; at the end of seven days I will know that the time has come [to send you 
away].” The king amused himself with her, made love to her and paid court to her, so much so that Amrapall became 
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[Udayana and the five hundred rsis\. 41 - Out of attachment to female beauty ( rupasahga ), king Yeou t’ien 
(Udayana) cut off the hands and feet of five hundred rsis. 

For all these reasons, desire for colors ( rupakdmaguna ) is condemned. 


2. Rejection of pleasant sounds. 


pregnant. Then she announced to Bimbisara: “Your Majesty, I am pregnant!” Bimbisara gave her a robe and a ring 
marked with his seal, saying: “If it is a girl, she will belong to you only; if it is a boy, you will clothe him in this 
robe, fasten this ring around his neck and send him to me.” The king went out, mounted his chariot with Gopa and 
returned. At once the bell was silent; the inhabitants of VaisalT said: “The enemy has gone. Let us chase after him!” 
Five hundred Licchavi armed with a strap protecting their left arm (godhd) and finger-guards (angulitrana) set out to 
chase Bimbisara. Gopa saw them and said: “Your Majesty, the Licchavi of VaisalT are coming. Will Your Majesty 
do combat with them or drive the chariot?” The king answered: “I am a little tired, I will drive the chariot and you 
can fight with them.” Gopa engaged in battle with them. The VaisalT inhabitants recognized him and said: “That is a 
demon-man. Let’s go away!” They turned around, went back to VaisalT and made the following decision: “Sirs, we 
must take vengeance on these sons of Bimbisara.” 

427 Episode borrowed from the Vibhasha (cf. P’i p’o cha, T 1545, k. 61, p. 314b-c; A p’i t’an p’i p’o cha, T 1546, k. 
32, p. 237b) and repeated in King liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 39, p. 208b-c: Once there was a king called Wou t’oyen na 
(Udayana) who, at the head of his household, went to Mount Chouei tsi (85; 157 and 6,’’Traces of Water”, 
transcribed in T 1646, p, 237bl as Yu tou po t’o (75 and 22; 80 and 4; 85 and 5, 170 and 5), probably Udrakapada, 
corresponding to Udakavana in the Pali sources: cf. Suttanipata Comm. II, p. 514-515; Sarattha, II, p. 393]. He 
dismissed all the men, keeping only the women with whom he indulged in the five pleasures: he frolicked with them 
at will; there was fine music and the air was perfumed. The king ordered the women to dance naked. At that time, 
five hundred rsis who had renounced the pleasures ( vitaraga ), riding on their abhijna of miraculous power (rddhi) 
came by upon this scene. Some saw the beauty of the women, others heard the wonderful sounds, yet others breathed 
the delicious perfumes; they all lost their miraculous power and fell down on the mountain, unable to fly again, like 
birds with clipped wings. The king saw them and asked who they were. They answered: “We are rsis.” The king 
asked: “Have you attained the basic absorption ( maulasamdpatti ) called ‘place of neither unconsciousness nor non¬ 
unconsciousness’ ( haivasmjndsamjhAatana)T ’ The rsis replied that they had not obtained it. The king asked if they 
had attained the first dhyana. They replied: “We had attained it once but now we have lost it.” The king became 
angry and said to them: “Men who have not renounced desire, why are you looking at the women in my palace? That 
is very unfitting!” Immediately he took out his sword and cut off the hands and feet of the five hundred rsis. 

Udayana (in Pali Udena) was about to renew this act of cruelty in yet other circumstances: One day he 
discovered that his palace ladies had given Ananda five hundred costly robes; fortunately, Ananda was able to 
explain that gifts made to the community were never lost, and the king, satisfied with this explanation, in turn gave 
five hundred robes; cf. Pali Vinaya, II, p. 291 (r. Rh. D.-Oldenberg, III, p. 382-384); Dhamapadattha, I, p. 218-220 
(tr. Burlingame, Legends, I, p. 287-288). - Another day, walking in his park Udakavana, (cf. at the beginning of this 
note, the mountain Udakapda, mentioned in the Vibhasa), Udaka saw that his women had given their robes to the 
bhiksu Bharadvaja. He questioned the monk about the good based on their generosity, but the monk remained silent. 
Angry, Udayana tried to have him eaten by red ants, but Pindola vanished into the sky; cf. Suttanipata Comm., II, p. 
514-515; Sarattha, II, p. 393-395; Jataka, IV, p. 375. - Compare also Yi tsou king, & 198, k. 1, p. 175c-176b. 
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Why condemn sounds ( sabda )? The nature of sounds is instability; once heard, they vanish. The madman 
(mudha) who does not know that sound is characterized by impermanence ( anityatva ), change 
( parinamatva ) and disappearance ( hdni ), finds a futile pleasure in sounds ( ghosa ) and, when the sound has 
disappeared, he remembers it and is attached to it. 

[The kimnarf and the five hundred rsis]. 414 - Thus five hundred rsis lived on the mountain. A tchen t’o lo 
niu ( kimnari ) was bathing in a pool in the Snow Mountains ( Himavat ) and when they heard her song, the 
rsis lost their meditation ( dhydna ): the rapture of their mind was so strong that they could not control it, as 
though a great wind were blowing in the trees in the forest. 

[181c] Hearing this song of subtle beauty in sweet ( mrdu ), tender ( taruna ) and pure ( visuddha ) accents, 
they had a bad experience and were unable to control the violence of their minds. In the present lifetime, 
they lost their qualities ( guna ) and in the following lifetime, they fell into a bad destiny ( durgati ). 

The sage considers that sound arises and ceases from moment to moment (ksanaksanam upannaniruddha), 
that the previous moment is not joined to the later moment and that there is no continuity (prabandha ); 
knowing that, they do not have any attachment ( abhinivesa ) for sounds. If the music of the gods cannot 
trouble such a sage, how could the human voice succeed in doing so? 

It is for all these reasons that desire for sounds ( sabdakdmaguna ) is condemned. 


3. Rejection of pleasant smells. 


Why condemn smells ( gandha )? Some claim that being attached to smells is a slight fault; but attachment 
to smells opens the door to the fetters ( samyojana ). Even if one has maintained discipline (sfla) for a 
hundred years, one moment is enough to violate it. 

[The sramanera who became a naga]. 429 - Thus there was an arhat who always went to the palace of a naga 
to eat. [One day], when the arhat had finished eating, he gave his bowl to a sramanera to wash it. Inside the 
bowl there were several grains of rice remaining; the sramanera smelled them and found them very strongly 
perfumed; he ate them and found their taste exquisite. He had recourse to a trick ( updya ); he crept under the 
webbing of his teacher’s bed and when his teacher left, the entered the palace of the nagas. The naga said 
[to the teacher]: “This man has not yet obtained the Path; why have you brought him with you?” The 
teacher answered: “I did not notice [that he came with me].” 


8 See also below, p. 1046F. 

429 The same story ocurs in the Kieou tsa p’i yu king, T 206, no. 6, k. 1, p. 51 lc-512a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 
358-360); Tchong king siuan tsa p’i yu, T 208, no. 10, k. 1, p. 533c-534a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 87-88); King 
liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 22, p. 121a-b. 
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The sramanera received some rice and ate it; moreover, he saw a nag! whose body was of perfect beauty 
and with unequalled perfume and grace; his mind became passionately attached to her and he made this 
vow: “May I take the place of this naga and live in this palace.” The naga said [to the teacher]: “In the 
future, don’t bring this sramanera.” When the sramanera returned, he applied himself one-pointedly 
(i ekacittena) to practicing generosity ( ddna ) and observing discipline ( sfla ), only praying that he would 
become a naga soon according to his vow. One day when he was circumambulating ( pradaksina) the 
temple ( caitya ), some water appeared under his feet; 430 then he understood that he definitely was about to 
become a naga; he went to the shore of a great lake at the place where his master had previously entered [to 
go to the naga]; he covered his head with his kdsdya and entered the water; he died immediately and 
changed into a great naga; because his merits were great, he killed the other naga and the whole lake 
became red with blood. 

A little later before this had happened, his teacher and the entire community ( samgha ) had blamed him; but 
the sramanera had said: “My resolve is fixed and the various marks [that I am about to have a naga’s body] 
have already appeared.” His teacher and the whole community had gone to the lake to see him [throw 
himself in]. 

Such is the reason that one is attached to smells. 


430 As Chavannes has noted, it was from the oozing of his hands that the sramanera of the Divyavadana, p.346, 
noticed that he was becoming a naga. 
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[. Padumapupphasutta ]. 431 - There was a bhiksu living in the forest. Walking along the banks of the lotus 
pool, he smelled the perfume ( gandha ) of the lotuses; his mind rejoiced and, passing by, he experienced 
feelings of fondness. The goddess of the pool said to him: “Why have you abandoned the foot of your tree, 
the place where you were sitting in meditation, and have come to steal my perfume? Because of your 
attachment to perfumes, the fetters ( samyojana ) that were asleep in you are awakened.” At the same time, a 
man came, went into the pool, gathered a mass of the lotuses and went away with his load. The goddess of 
the pool was silent and said not a word. The bhiksu then said to her: “That man destroys your pool, takes 
your lotuses and you say nothing. 1 just walked along the pool and as soon as you saw me, you insulted me 


431 Padumapuppha or Pundarikasutta in Samyutta, I, p. 204: 

A certain bhiksu who was living among the Kosalas was in the forest. Having returned from his alms- 
round after his meal, he washed in a pool and smelled a lotus. The goddess of the forest had compassion for the 
bhiksu and, wanting to benefit him, came to him and, with the idea of making him feel ashamed, she said: “This 
water flower which was not given to you and which you are smelling, this is one of the things that can be stolen; you 
are a robber of perfume!” 

The bhiksu said: “I am not taking it, I am not breaking it, I am only breathing the perfume of this flower 
from afar. By what right am I being treated as a perfume thief? The person who tears up the roots and eats the 
flowers of the lotus and acts in such a disorderly way, why is he not called a thief?” 

The goddess said: “The person [you are speaking of] is full of cruelty and stained like a nurse’s robe; my 
speech is not directed to him; however, I dare to say this: For a stainless man who always seeks purity, a sin as tiny 
as the tip of a hair appears to be as big as a cloud.” 

The bhiksu replied: “Truthfully, O yaksa, you recognize me and you have compassion for me. Tell me 
again if you see anything like that, O yaksa.” 

She answered: “I see nothing to your detriment and you have nobody to act for you. You alone, O bhiksu, 
must know how you will attain a good destiny.” 

Inspired by this goddess, the bhiksu was overcome with emotion. 

The correspondoing version in the Samyuktagama is known by the Chinese tradition of the Tsa a han, T 
99, no. 1338, k. 50, p. 369a-b (see also T 100, no. 358, k. 16, p. 490c). Like the Mpps, besides the bhiksu and the 
goddess, it deals with a third individual who goes down into the water and “tears up the roots of the lotus and goes 
away heavily loaded.” It is he and not the bhiksu who is satisfied with smelling the flowers who, it would seem, 
deserves the title of thief. Hence the comment of the bhikshu: “He who tears up the roots and eats the flowers, is he 
not called a thief?” - The version of the Tsa a han also differs from the Pali in the introduction and the conclusion: 
“One day, she said, the Buddha was dwelling in SravastI in the garden of Anathapindada. A certain bhiksu, living 
among the Kosalas and staying in the forest had sore eyes. His teacher told him to smell a lotus flower. Having 
received this advice, he went to the bank of a river of lotuses. He settled himself on the river-bank facing the wind, 
smelling the perfume brought by the wind, etc.” - The story ends as follows: “The bhiksu, having listened to the 
goddess’ words, rejoiced, left his seat and went away. Retiring in solitude, he meditated zealously, cut his klesas and 
became an arhat.” 

The Padumapupphasutta , transfonned into a jataka by a well-known literary process (cf. Winternitz, 
Literature , II, p. 115, n. 2), is repeated in the Bhisapupphajdtaka, Pali Jataka no. 392, III, p. 308-310. Like the Tsa a 
han and the Mpps, the Pali jataka introduces, besides the bodhisattva and the devata, a third individual whom the 
Pali sutta does not mention. 
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and blamed me for stealing your perfume!” The goddess of the pool answered: “That [182a] common evil 
man is always wallowing in the stench of sins and stains up to his head in impurity; I do not talk to him. 
But you are an honest man practicing meditation; however, by being attached to perfumes, you destroy the 
good that is in you; that is why I reproach you. If there is a black spot or some dirt on white immaculate 
cloth, everybody notices it. But this bad man is like a black spot on black cloth which nobody notices. Why 
question him?” 

It is for all these reasons that the desire for perfumes ( gandhakdmaguna ) is condemned. 

4. Rejecting pleasant tastes. 


Why condemn tastes ( rasa )? One must reason [and say]: Just by coveting exquisite tastes I will suffer all 
the sufferings; they will pour molten copper ( kvathitdmra ) into my mouth, I will swallow balls of burning 
iron (ddiptdyoguda). If I do not consider the nature of foods, feelings of gluttony will be established in me 
and I will fall into the level of the impure insects ( asucikrima ). 

[The sramanera who loved cream ]. 43 - There was a sramanera who loved cream and was always thinking 
about it; each time the generous donors ( ddnapati ) distributed cream to the community ( samgha ), he 
received the remaining portion; in his mind, the love [of cream] was deeply planted and his joy never went 
away. At the end of his life, he was reborn [as an insect] in a cream-pitcher. The teacher of this sramanera 
had attained the state of arhat. One day when the community was sharing some cream, he said to [the 
bhiksus]: “Gently, gently! Do not hurt the sramanera who loved cream.” The monks said to him: “That’s an 
insect; why are you talking to us about the sramanera who loved cream?” The teacher answered: “This 
insect was once my sramanera, always coveting the remainder of the cream; this is why he has taken birth 
in this pitcher.” The insect was in the portion of milk which the teacher had received; he showed himself 
and the teacher said to him: “Cream lover, why have you come?” Then he took the cream and gave it to 
him. 

[The crown prince who was poisoned by fruit]. 433 - In a kingdom ruled by king Yue fen (Candrabhaga), 
there was a crown prince ( kumara ) who loved exquisite tastes; each day the king’s gardener sent him fine 
fruits. There was a big tree in the garden at the top of which a bird was raising her chicks. This bird always 
flew full speed to the Perfumed Mountain ( Gandhmddana ), took a fruit of delicious flavor and [returned] to 
give it to her chicks who, in arguing over it, let one of the fruits fall to the ground. Next morning the 
gardener noticed it and, finding it strange, brought it to the king. The king admired the perfume and the 
extraordinary color of the fruit; the crown prince saw it and asked for it; the king, who loved his son, gave 
it to him as a gift. The prince ate it and appreciated its flavor so much that he wanted to have one every day. 


43_ Reproduced in the King liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 22, p. 121b. 

433 Compare the Kimpakajdtaka, Pali Jataka no. 85,1, p. 367: Certain members of a caravan, despite the warnings of 
the bodhisattva, ate fruit from the kimpaka tree which they mistook for mangoes; they were poisoned and died, 
victims of their own gluttony. 
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The king called the gardener and asked where the fruit came from. The gardener said: “This fruit was not 
planted; I found it on the ground; I don’t know where it came from.” The prince groaned, wept and refused 
to eat. The king reprimanded the gardener and commanded him to find another one. The gardener went to 
the place where he had found the fruit, noticed the bird’s nest and saw the mother arriving with a fruit [of 
the kind in question] in her beak. He hid in the top of the tree with the idea of taking away the fruit and, 
when the mother appeared, he took the fruit from her and brought it [to the king]. He did this every day. 
The mother bird, angry with the gardener, gathered on the Perfumed Mountain a poisonous fruit the 
perfume, taste and color of which were completely similar to the previous fruit. The gardener carried away 
this new fruit and offered it to the king; the king gave it to the crown prince but hardly had he finished 
eating it [182b] than the flesh of his body rotted and he died. 

The taste for flavors is such that, [to satisfy it], one risks one’s life. For all these reasons, attachment to 
tastes is condemned. 


5. Rejection of pleasant touchables. 


Why condemn touch ( sparstavya )? Touch is a flame that gives rise to all the fetters ( samyojana ); it is the 
root that binds the mind. Why? The other four instincts [the need to see, to hear, to feel and to taste] are 
each limited to a part [of the body], but the instinct [to touch] is spread over the entire body consciousness 
(,kayavijndna ); its place of arising ( utpattisthana ) being vast, it produces a lot of passions ( sanga ), and the 
attachment to which it leads is tenacious. How do we know that? If a person, attached to beauty [of the 
body], contemplates the body’s impurities, which are thirty-six in number, he experiences feelings of 
disgust (; nirvedacitta ); on the other hand, if he is attached to [pleasant] touch, it feels good to know 
impurity, he does not covet sweetness in the least: to consider the impurity of touching is of no use; this is 
why this instinct is so tenacious. 

Furthermore, since it is so difficult to renounce it, one is always committing grave sins because of it and 
one will fall into the hells ( niraya ). There are two kinds of hell, namely, cold water and burning fire. In 
these two kinds of hell, one will suffer punishment as a result of bodily touch; the poison of the pain will 
take ten thousand forms. Touch is called the place of great darkness ( mahdtamas ), the most dangerous path 
of all. 


[THE STORY OF YASODARA] 434 


434 The wife of the Buddha, mother of Rahula, is called called in the Pali sources Rahulamata (Vin., I, p. 63), 
Bhaddakaccafna] (Buddhavamsa, XXVI, 15; Mahavamsa, II, 24), Yasodhara (Buddhavamsa Comm., p. 245), 
Bimbadevi (Jataka, II, p. 392; Sumangala, II, p. 422) and Bimbasundarl (Jataka, VI, p. 478). She was bom on the 
same day as the Buddha (Jataka, I, p. 54) and married him at the age of sixteen (Jataka, I, p. 58). 
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The different lives tell how the Buddha succeeded in winning the hand of his future wife in the course of a 
tournament where he showed his skill in the arts ( silpasamdarsana ); in these sources, the Buddha’s wife is 
designated sometimes by the name of Yasodhara (Fang kouang ta tchouang yen king, T 187, k. 4, p. 561c; Yin kouo 
king, T 189, k. 2, p. 629b; Fo pen hingtsi king, T 190, k. 13, p. 712c; Tchong hiu mo ho ti king, T 191, k. 4p. 942c; 
Buddhacarita, II, v. 26; Mahavastu, II, p. 48 seq.), sometimes as Gopd or Gopi (Sieou hing pen k’i king, 

T 184, k. 1, p. 465b; T’ai tseu jouei ying pen k’i king, T 185, k. 1, p. 475a; P’ou yao king, T 186, k. 3, p. 500c; Yi 
tch’ou pen k’i king, T 188, p. 619a; Lalitavistara, p. 142 seq.). The marriage ceremony and the retinue are depicted 
on the Gandhara monuments; cf. Foucher, Art Greco-boudhhique, I, p. 334-337. 

According to the present passage of the Mpps, Sakyamuni has two wives, Yasodhara and Gopa. - The 
Mulasarv. Vin. attributes three wives to him, Yasodhara, Gopa and Mrgaja, each surrounded by 20,000 courtesans 
(Ken pen chouo ... p’i nai ye, T 1442, k. 18, p. 720cl2-13; P’o seng che, T 1450, k. 3, p. 114b24-26). The same 
Vinaya tells the circumstances in which Sakyamuni married them: 1) He himself chose Yasodhara from all the 
young girls of his clan (T 1450, k. 3, p. 11 lc; Rockhill, Life, p. 20); 2) He stopped his chariot under Gopa’s terrace; 
seeing this, Suddhodana took Gopa and gave her to his son 

(T 1450, k. 3, p. 112c; Rockhill, Life, p. 21-22); 3) Seven days before his Great Deaprture, when he went to the 
palace, Mrgaja (Kisagotami in the Pali sources, MrgI in the Mahavastu): cf. Traite, I, p. 488 F as n.), spoke the 
famous stanza to him: Nibutta nanasa mdta; thanking her, Sakyamuni threw her his necklace; seeing this, 
Suddhodana took Mrgaja and gave her to his son (T 1450, k. 3, p. 114b; Rockhill, Life, p. 23-24). 

In regard to the conception and birth of Rahula, at least three different traditions are distinguished: 

1) According to a tradition represented by the Pali Jataka, I, p. 62 and the Buddhacarita, II, 46, Yasodhara 
gave birth to Rahula seven days before the Great Departure, and Sakyamuni came to kiss his son before leaving. 
After his six years of austerity and his enlightenment, when the Buddha returned to Kapilavastu, his son was seven 
years old. 

2) According to a tradition attributed to the Mahasamghikas by the Fo pen hing tai king, T 190, k. 55, p. 
908c3, Sakyamuni had his first marital relations with Yasodhara only seven days before the Great Departure (Ken 
pen chouo ... p’o seng che, T 1450, k. 4, p. 115a; Rockhill, Life, p. 24, and Rahula was conceived just before his 
father left (Mahavastu, II, p. 159). Yasodhara bore Rahula in her womb for six years (Mahavastu, III, p. 172; T’ai 
tseu jouei yin gi pen k’i king, T 185, k. 1, p.475a20; Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, k. 55, p. 908al4-15; Tsa pao tsang 
king, T 202, no. 117, k. 10, p. 496b26; Mo ho seng k’i liu, T 1425,k. 17, p. 365cl2-16), and gave birth to him the 
very night that the Buddha reached enlightenment (Ken pen chouo ... p’o seng che, T 1450, k. 5, p. 124c; Rockhill, 
Life, P. 32). - According to this latter tradition, the Buddha did not return to visit his family at Kapilavastu that year, 
but six years later; twelve years therefore had passed since his departure, namely, the six years of austerity and the 
six years following the enlightenment (Ken pen chouo ... p’o seng che, T 1450, k. 12, p. 159a8-9). Thus Rahula was 
six years old when he first saw his father and was ordained by him (Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, k. 55, p. 906b26-28; 
Mpps, T 1509, k. 17, p. 182c). 

3) Finally, according to another tradition, attributed to the Kasyaplyas and to other teachers by T 190, k. 
55, p. 908c3; 909c24, Rahula was two years old when his father left home to devote himself to austerity and fifteen 
years old when he returned to Kapilavastu. Rahula thus had the customary fifteen years of age when he became a 
sramanera. 
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[1. Yasodhara’s lengthy pregnancy]. 435 - Moreover, in the Lo heou lo mou pen cheng king 


435 For this episode, compare the following sources: 

Mahavastu, III, p. 142-143: Learning of Buddha’s return to Kapilavastu, Yasodhara prepared a cake 
(modaka) and gave it to Rahula, telling him to offer it to his father and reclaim the paternal heritage. The Buddha 
told him to enter the order and then he would receive the paternal heritage. This offer and promise prove that Rahula 
is truly the son of the Buddha and that Yasodhara is without blame. 

Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, k. 55, p. 906c (tr. Beal, Romantic Legend, p. 360): When the Buddha arrived 
in Kapilavastu, Yasodhara sent Rahula to greet his father, and Suddhodana asked the Buddha if Rahula is truly is his 
son. The Buddha answered: “Yasodhara is perfectly pure and innocent: this one is indeed my son.” 

Tsa pao tsang king, T 203, no. 117, k. 10, p. 496b seq. Summarized in Chavannes, Contes, III, p. 136): As 
a result of her prolonged pregnancy, Yasodhara was suspected of adultery by her father-oin-law and the Sakyas. 
They dug a ditch tilled with flaming wood and threw Yasodhara into it. She called upon the Buddha, the flaming 
ditch was instantaneously transfonned into a pool of pure water, in the middle of which Yasodhara with Rahula in 
her arms was sitting on a lotus flower. The Sakyas were convinced of her innocence and Rahula became the favorite 
of his grandfather. Six years later the Buddha returned to Kapilavastu and Rahula recognized his father 
unheditatingly among the 1250 bhiksus who resembled him perfectly. The Buddha caressed his sons’s head. 

Finally, here is the transaltion of a passage from the Mulasarv. Vin (T 1450, k. 12, p. 158c-150a): The 
Buddha was dwelling in Rajagrha. At the time when the Bodhisattva left his (native) city, Yasodhara was pregnant 
( garbhint ). When the Bodhisattva was practicing austerities ( duskaracarya) for six years, Yasodhara was also 
practicing austerities in her palace; this is why her preganancy escaped being noticed. Then, understanding the 
futility of his ascetic practices, the Bodhisattva took his ease and breathed deeply as he pleased; he took good food 
and regained his strength; he anointed his body with oil and bathed in warm water. Hearing that, Yasodarha in her 
palace also relaxed her physical and mental efforts to conform to the conduct of the Bodhisattva; her womb and 
belly began to develop and enlarge under her joyfulness. Seeing this, the Sakyas jeered at her and said: “While the 
Bodhisattva, away from the palace, gave himself up to austerities, you in your palace were secretly meeting another 
man. Now you are pregnant and your belly is getting big!” Yasodhara swore that she was not guilty. Shortly 
afterwards, she gave birth to a son, at the very moment when the (demon) Rahu was eclipsing the moon. Her retinue 
( parivara ) gathered together to congratulate her. They were invited to give a name to the baby, and being 
coonsulted, they said: At the moment when this child was born, Rahu was holding the moon with his hand; he must 
be given the name of Rahula.” The Sakyas, discussing together, claimed that this child was not the son of the 
Bodhisattva. Hearing that, Yasodharha wept. Holding Rahuula in her arms, she made an oath; she took Rahula and 
set him down on the “Bodhisattva”, i.e., on a rock which was once in the palace and which [was consulted] to 
resolve enigmas. She set this “Bodhisattva” in the pool, making the following vow: “If this child is truly the son of 
the Bodhisattva, may he float; if he is not, may he sink to the bottom.” She spoke, and Rahula as well as the rock on 
which he was placed floated easily. Then Yasodhara said: “I wish that they go from this shore to the other shore and 
then come back here”, and it went according to her wish. Seeing that, the crowd cried out at the miracle. Taking up 
her son, she thought: “The Buddha Bhagavat has practiced austerities for six years; he has attained enlightenment 
and, since them six more years have passed. Twelve years having passed, he must return here. I will arrange it so 
that everyone will see the truth with their own eyes.” Then the Bhagavat returned to Kapilavastu; one day he dined 
in the king’s house; the next day he dined at the palace. Yasodhara said to herself: Let us find a way that the 
Bhagavat will bend to my wishes.” At that time there was in the city a heretic woman skillful at making love 
potions. Yasodahara sent her five hundred pieces of gold, asking her to make a potion and bring it to her. This 
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(Rahulamatrijataka): The Bodhisattva Sakyamuni had two wives: the first was called K'iup 7 ye (Gopiya or 
Gopa), the second Ye chon t’o lo (Yasodhara) or Ye chon t’o lo heou lo mou (Yasodhara Rahulamata). 
Gopa, being sterile (bandhya), had no children. Yasodhara knew she was pregnant ( garbhim ) the same 
night that the Bodhisattva left home ( pravrajita ). After his departure, the Bodhisattva practiced asceticism 
(duskaracarya) for six years; Yasodhara was pregnant also for six years without giving birth. The Sakyas 
asked her: “The Bodhisattva has left home; whose fruit are you bearing?” Yasodhara said: “I have not 
committed adultery; the son that I bear in my womb is truly the descendant of the crown prince 
(Sakyamuni).” The Sakyas continued: “Why are you so long in giving birth?” She answered that she did 
not know [the reason]. In public discussion, the Sakyas asked the king [Suddhodanajto inflict a suitable 
punishment on her. Gopa said to the king: ”1 would like you to absolve Yasodhara; I have always stayed 
with her, I am her witness ( sdksin ) and I know that she has not committed any sin. Wait until her son is 
born and you will see whether or not he resembles his father; it will not be too late to punish her.” Then the 
king treated Yasodhara with indulgence. 

[In the meanwhile], the Buddha had completed his six years of austerities; the very night that he became 
Buddha, Yasodhara gave birth to Rahula. Seeing that he resembled his father, the king was overjoyed and 


woman made a little cake ( modaka ) of unique nature and brought it to the palace. Rahula’s mother took it, and 
before all the palace people, put it into Rahula’s hands, saying to him: “My child, take this cake and give it to your 
father.” The Buddha, endowed with omniscience, understood in advance: he knew that by giving birth to Rahula, 
Yasodhara had been attacked; he wanted to put a stop that very day to the slander. Knowing that, the Bhagavat 
produced by metamorphosis ( nirmdna) five hundred individuals looking exactly like himself. Holding the cake in his 
hands, Rahula passed by all these, not offering them anything, but he stopped in front of the (true) Buddha and gave 
him the cake. The Buddha accepted it, then gave it back to Rahula who took it and swallowed it. The Buddha knew 
that after having eaten it, he would be under the influence of a spell. (Actually), when the Buddha arose from his 
seat and went away, Rahula went with him. The courtesans wanted to prevent him from leaving the palace, but 
Rahula wept with anger; he insisted that he would go with the Buddha. On leaving, the Buddha thought: “I know 
that Rahula will not take up another existence ( punarbhava ), that he will realize the fruits of the (Noble) Path 
(atyaphala) and that he will not want to live in the world.” Knowing that, the Buddha took him away with him. 
Thanks to his earlier vows ( purvapranidhana ), Rahula had been able to recognize the Bhagavat in the midst of the 
five hundred buddhas; he did not want to leave him. Then king Suddhodhama, the palace people, the retinue and all 
the Sakyas, seeing this prodigy, were filled with respect for Yasodhara. They understood the futility of the blame 
they had thrown on her previously. Free of all blame, Yasodhara was satisfied. 

The visit of the Buddha to Yasodhara is represented on a stupa discovered near the village of Goli, (Guntur 
District): cf. T. N. Ramadhandran, Buddhist Sculptures from a Stupa near the village of Goli, Bull Mus. Madras, 
a929, p. 5-7, pi. 11(F). Rahula, easily recognized by his head-dress, is represented three times in the same sculpture: 
on the right, he is respectfully receiving his mother’s orders; in the center, he carefully carries in his right hand the 
‘cake potion’ ( modaka ) that Yasodhara intended for the Buddha; on the left, he goes to welcome the Buddha who, 
clothed in the Roman manner with a nimbus and exhibiting the abhayamudrd, is at the gate of the women’s quarters. 
According to the interpretation of Ramachanran, the Rahula of the center panel was playing ball; but the round 
object he holds seems rather to be the modaka that he was told to offer to his father according to the story of the 
Mahavastu and the Mulasarv. Vin. (/. c .) 
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forgot his anger; he said to his ministers: “Although my son has gone, today he has a son completely like 
him.” Although Yasodhara had avoided the shame of punishment, her bad reputation had spread in the 
kingdom; she sought to wash way this bad name. When Sakyamuni, having attained Buddhahood, returned 
to Kia p 7 lo p ’o (Kapilavastu) to convert the Sakyas, king Suddhodana and Yasodhara invited him at once 
to come to dine at the palace. Then Yasodara took a potion-cake ( modaka ) of a hundred flavors and gave it 
to Rahula to offer to the Buddha. [182c] At the same time, by his miraculous power (rddhibala), the 
Buddha created five hundred arhats who completely resembled. Rahula, then seven years old, took the 
potion-cake, went directly to the Buddha and respectfully offered it to the Bhagavat [thus proving that he 
discovered his father among the five hundred arhats completely like the Buddha]. Then the Buddha 
suspended his miraculous power and the five hundred [bhiksus] resumed their initial aspect: they were 
seated with empty bowls (dhautapdtrena), whereas the bowl of the Buddha was the only one that contained 
a potion-cake. Yasodhara said to the king: "This proves that I have committed no sin.” Yasodara then asked 
the Buddha why she had been pregnant for six years. 

[2. Jdtaka explaining this prolonged pregnancy ]. 436 - The Buddha said to her: 
In a previous lifetime, your son, Rahula, was the king of a country. At that time, a rsi possessing the five 
superknowledges ( abhijnd) entered his kingdom and said to the king: “The king has the duty of punishing 
thieves; I want him to punish me.” The king asked: “What fault have you committed?” The rsi replied: “I 
have entered your kingdom and have stolen ( adattdddna ): I drank water belonging to you unceremoniously 
and I took a willow twig belonging to you.” The king said: “But I would have given them to you; what 


436 This well-known jataka appears in the Mo ho seng k’i liu, T 1425, k. 17, p. 365cl2-15, where the king who is 
accused of theft is called Li po (75 and 7; 85 and 6). It is told at length but without precise details in the Lieou tou tsi 
king, T 152, no. 53, k. 5, p. 30a-b (tr, Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 197-201); it is put into verse in the Fo wou po ti tseu 
king, T 199, no. 25, p. 199a-b, and reproduced textually in the King kiu yi siang, T 2121, k. 7, p. 34a. 

The most detailed version occurs in two closely related works, the Mahavastu, III, p. 172-175, and the Fo 
pen hing tsi king, T 190, k. 55, p. 907a-908a (tr. Beal, Romantic Legend, p. 360-363): Surya and Candra were sons 
of a brahman-king of Mithila (called Jen t’ien, Manusyadeva (?) in T 190). The throne becoming vacant, Surya gave 
the kingdom to his brother and became a hermit. But having made the vow not to take anything, even a drop of water 
that was not given to him, one day he inadvertently violated his vow by drinking the water in the vase of an ascetic. 
Considering himself to be a thief, he demanded first from his disciples, then from his brother, the punishment he 
thought he deserved. Candra, in order to please him and to rid him of his scruples made him live for six days in an 
asoka forest where he was given the most delicate of food. At the end of six days, he proclaimed a general amnesty 
that freed Surya. Rahula was at that time Candra, the Buddha was Surya (summarized by E. Senart). 

To explain the six years of bearing Rahula, the Mulasarv. Vin. resorts to the same jataka, but changes the 
names of the individuals: cf. Ken pen chouo ... p’o seng che, T 1450, k. 12, p. 162b-c, summarized in Chavannes. 
Contes, IV, p. 120: Not far from the city of Varanasi, two brothers lived as hermits in the forest; one was called 
Chang k’ie (Sh\ankha), the other Li k’i to (Likhita). The latter drank all the water from his brother’s flask so that he 
had nothing to drink when he went out to beg. Likhita was accused before the king of having stolen the water from 
his brother. The king, who was leaving for the hunt, ordered him to wait without moving, then he forgot about him 
for six days. - For Sankha and Likhita, see also a story in Ken pen chouo... yao che, T 1448, k. 16, p. 77c, which 
shows striking resemblance to Chavannes, Contes, no. 79, and the Mataiigajataka of the Pali Jataka, IV, p. 376 seq. 
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crime have you committed? When I came to the throne, I gave this water and these willow branches to be 
used by everyone.” The rsi answered: “Although the king made this gift, I fear that my crime has not been 
suppressed thereby; I would like to undergo the punishment today in order not to have to suffer it later.” 
The king answered: “If you absolutely insist, stay here a little and wait for me until I come back.” The king 
went back to his palace and stayed there for six days without coming out; the rsi stayed in the king’s garden 
and he was hungry and thirsty for six days, while saying to himself that the king did well to punish him 
thus. At the end of six days, the king came out of his palace and apologized to the rishi: “I forgot about 
you; please do not hold a grudge against me.” For this reason, the king suffered the punishment of the three 
evil destinies ( durgati ) for five hundred lifetimes and, for five hundred [other] lifetimes, he remained in his 
mother’s womb for six years. This is how it was proved that Yasodhara had not committed any crime. 

[3. Yasodhara tries to win back the Buddha]. 1 - When the Bhagavat had finished eating, he left [the 
palace], and Yasodhara was annoyed with him: “Such a handsome man is rare ( adbhuta ) in this world. I 
was able to meet him, but now I have lost him forever. When the Bhagavat was seated, he looked fixedly 
without moving his eyes; when the Bhagavat left, 1 followed him with my eyes, but he has gone and that is 
all.” Yasodhara was very annoyed: each time the thought of him came to her, she sank to the ground, her 
breathing stopped, her companions sprinkled her with water and she began breathing again. Always alone, 
she wondered: “Who is skillful enough here in mantra to change his feelings and make him regain his 
original feelings so that we could be happy (together) as before?” Then she filled a golden bowl with the 
seven jewels ( saptaratna ) and precious jewels ( main ), and offered it to anyone [who could advise her]. A 
brahmacarin accepted it and said: “I can place a spell [on the Buddha] so that his feelings change. It is 
necessary to make a little cake of a hundred flavors ( saptarasanamaya modaka), mix in medicinal herbs 
(osadhi) [183a] and ‘bind’ it with a spell ( mantra ); his mind will change and he will certainly come back.” 
Yasodhara followed the instructions of the brahmacarin, then sent someone to invite the Buddha: she 
wanted to reduce him completely under her power in front of the assembly (of monks). The Buddha entered 
the king’s palace, Yasodhara offered him the cake of a hundred flavors which she put in his bowl (pdtra ) 
and the Buddha ate it. Yasodhara hoped that, according to her desire, they would be happy as before; but 
the food taken by the Buddha had no effect; his mind and his eyes remained serene nd calm. Yasodhara 
said: “For the time, he doesn’t move; perhaps the strength of the herbs has not yet worked. But when their 
power will manifest, he will surely be as I wish.” The Buddha, his meal finished, chanted, got up from his 
seat and departed. Yasodhara still hoped that the power of the herbs would act in the afternoon and that the 
Buddha would certainly come back to the palace [to find her]. However, the Buddha’s meal was like all the 
others; his body and mind wre not changed. The next day at meal-time, the monks put on their robes, took 


437 The Mahavastu, III, p. 143, tells that Yasodhara put on all her jewels to persuade the Buddha to remain in the 
world, but to no avail. In the Mulasarv. Vin. (T 1450, k. 12, p. 160c; Dulwa, in Rockhill, Life, p. 56-57), Yasodhara, 
Gopa, Mrgaja and their 60,000 followers appeared before the Buddha in all their finery when the latter came to the 
palace to beg. The Blessed One accomplished all sorts of miracles in their presence and established them in the faith. 
Gopa, Mrgaja and the 60,000 courtesans enterd the Path, but Yasodhara, blinded by her love, still hoped to 
reconquer her former husband. A little later, however, she became converted, entered the order and became an 
arhatl. 
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their bowls and entered the city to beg their food. Hearing this story told, their respect [for the Buddha] 
increased; they said: “The Buddha’s power is immense; his mind miraculous (rddhicitta) is difficult to 
sound ( durvighdhya ) and inconceivable ( acintya ). The cake prepared by Yasodhara had very great power; 
nevertheless, the Buddha ate it without his body and mind being modified.” Their meal over, the monks left 
the city and went to consult the Bhagavat about this affair. The Buddha said to the bhiksus: “It is not only 
during the present lifetime that this Yasodhara has tried to seduce me with a cake ( modaka ); in previous 
lifetimes, she had tempted me with a cake.” Then the Bhagavat told the bhiksus the Jatakanidana that 
follows: 

[4. Isisirtgajdtaka ]. 438 - In times gone by, there was a recluse (rsi ) in the mountains in the kingdom of P’o 
lo ni (Varanasi); in the second month of autumn, he was urinating into his wash-basin when he saw some 
bucks and does mating; he became lustful and his semen dripped into the basin; a doe drank it and 
immediately became pregnant; at the end of her time, she bore a child that looked quite human but had a 
horn on his head and his feet were like those of a deer. When the doe was about to give birth, she went to 
the hermit’s dwelling and bore him there; seeing that her baby was human, she entrusted him to the hermit 
and went away. When the hermit came out, he saw the doe’s baby; he thought about the early causes for it 
and understood that this was his own son, and so he gathered him up in hius arms and raised him. Then, 
when the child grew up, he set himself to teach him. 


438 The story of the hermit unicorn, Rsyasrhga or Ekasrnga, seduced by a maiden (princess NalinI, the courtesan 
Sata or the goddess Alambusa) belongs to universal and Indian folklore. The characteristic feature of the story is that 
of the victorious woman, perched on the back of the ascetic she has seduced. Without specifying the many variations 
of the various versions of the story, we limit ourselves to the main sources. 

Pali sources: Jataka no. 523 (V, p. 152-161): Alambusajataka; Jataka no. 526 (V, p. 193): Nalinikajataka; 
Sumangala, II, p. 376; Samantapasadika, I, p. 214. 

Sanskrit sources: Mahavastu, III, p. 143-152; Buddhacarita, IV, v. 19; Avadanakalpalata no. 65 (II, p. 413- 
455): Ekasrngavadana. 

Chinese sources: Cheng king, T 134, no. 52, p. 105a-c; Fo pen hing tso king, T 190, k. 6, p. 726b (tr. Beal, 
Romantic Legend, p. 124); Mo ho seng k’i lin, T 1425, k. 1, p. 232b- 233a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 282-287); 
Mulasarv. Vin. (T 1451, k. 10, p. 161a-c; Dulwa, in Schiefner-Ralston, Tibetan Tales, p. 253-256); King liu yi siang, 
T 211, k. 39, p. 209-210 (tr. Chavannes, Contes, III, p. 233-237); Hiuan tsang. Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 2, p. 881b (tr. 
Beal, I, p. 113; Watters, I, p. 218) who places the hermitage of Ekasrnga at the foot of the mountains of Swat. 

Buddhist iconography: Cunningham, Bdrhut, pi. 26 (7); Marshall-Foucher, Mon. ofSahchi, I, p. 225; II, pi. 
27 (1); Foucher, Representations des Jatakas, Memoires concernant l’Asie oreintale. III, p. 23 and pi. II (3 and 4), 
IV (3); Id., Deux jataka sur ivoire... au Begram, India Antiqua, p. 17- 130; Fergusson, Tree and Serpent Worship, pi. 
86; Ecke-Demieville, Twin Pagodas, p. 64 and pi. 41 (2). 

Brahmanical sources: Mahabharata, III, 110, 23-113, 25; Padma-Opurana, 1. IV; Parisistaparvan, ed. H. 
Jacobs, Calcutta, 1891, I, 90-258 (story of Valkalaclrin); Dasakumaracarita, ed. Godbole, Bombay, 1928, p. 75-89 
(story of Marlci). 

Works: H. Liiders, Die Sage von Rishyashringa, NGGW, 1897, p. 90-91, and 1902, p. 28-56. - On the 
carious western versions, Lai of Aristotle, Decameron, Brother Philip’s geese, Barlaam and Josaphat, see 
Chavannes, Contes, IV, p. 231-233. 
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[The young man] understood the great holy books of the eighteen types; he practiced meditation ( dhydna ); 
he practiced the four superknowldeges ( abhijna). One day when he was climbing the mountain, there was a 
heavy rain; the muddy slippery ground was not suitable for his feet and he fell, breaking his container (read 
tchfing, 167 and 9) and his foot; very annoyed, with his container full of water, he uttered a magical spell 
for it to stop raining; by the effects of the hermit’s merits, the nagas stopped the rain. As there was no 
further rain, the five grain crops and the five fruits were no longer produced; the people were at the end of 
their resources and had no further means of livelihood. 

The king of Varanasi was angry and worried; he commanded his [183b] ministers to meet and discuss the 
matter of the rain. In the discussion, a wise man said: “I have heard that, on the hermits’ mountain, there is 
a recluse called Unicorn ( Ekasrhga ): because of his clumsy feet, he fell while climbing the mountain and 
hurt his foot; in his anger, he uttered a magical spell commanding it to stop raining for twelve years.” The 
king thought and said: “If it is not going to rain for twelve years, my kingdom and the people are lost.” 
Then the king published an appeal [to his people, saying]: “I will give half of my kingdom to anyone who 
can make this hermit lose his five superknowledges ( abhijna) and become an ordinary subject of mine.” 
There was, at that time in the kingdom of Varanasi, a courtesan named Chan t’o (Santa) of unequalled 
beauty; she came in answer to the king’s appeal. She asked people whether or not [Ekasniga] was a man; 
they answered that he was the son of a hermit. The courtesan said: “If he is a man, I can get rid of him.” 
Having spoken thus, she took a golden dish which she filled with fine precious objects and said to the king: 
“I will sit astride this hermit’s back.” Then the courtesan got five hundred chariots in which she placed five 
hundred lovely women, and five hundred chariots drawn by deer in which she placed all kinds of magical 
cakes made with medicinal herbs; she painted them in different colors so that they looked like various 
fruits; she also brought all kinds of strong liquor which, in color and taste, were like water. [She and her 
companions] dressed in garments of tree bark and grass and wandered through the trees in the forest like 
hermits. They made themselves leafy huts (parnasdla ) near the hermit’s dwelling and stayed there. 

The recluse Ekasrnga, having gone for a walk, saw them; all the women came out to meet him and offered 
him lovely flowers and perfumes; the latter was happy with them; with sweet words and respectful 
expressions the women asked about the health of the hermit; they took him into a room, seated him on a 
fine soft bed, gave him some of the clear liquor which they called pure water and some of the cakes which 
they said were fruit. When the hermit had eaten and drink as much as he wanted, he said to the women: 
“Since I was born, 1 have never found fruit so good and water so excellent as this.” The women said to him: 
“We do good with all our heart; this is why heaven grants us our wishes and we find these fruits and 
water.” The hermit said to the women: “Why is the color of your skin so gleaming and so fresh?” They 
answered: “It is because we always eat these good fruits and drink this excellent water.” The women said to 
the hermit: “Why not settle down and live here?” He answered: “Indeed, I could live here.” The women 
invited him to bathe with them and he accepted that also. The women’s hands touched him gently and his 
mind was moved thereby. Then he bathed in the company of these lovely women and, as lust had 
developed in him, he committed lustful actions with them. He immediately lost his superknowledges 
{abhijna) and the heavens let fall a great rain for seven days and seven nights. [The courtesan] allowed him 
to give himself up to pleasure, to eat and drink, for seven days. 


781 



At the end of this time, the liquor and the provisions were entirely used up, and they substituted mountain 
water and the fruit of the trees for them; but the taste was not at all pleasant and [the recluse] demanded the 
food that he had [183c] been given previously. [The courtesan] answered: “There is no more; now we will 
go and gather some; not far from here there is a place where we can find some.” - “As you wish”, said the 
hermit. Then they went together. Knowing that the city was not far away, the courtesan lay down on the 
road, saying: “I am at the end of my strength and I cannot walk any further.” The hermit said to her: “If you 
cannot walk, get up on my back, I will carry you.” 

Previously the woman had sent a letter to alert the king, saying: “O king, you will see what my wisdom can 
do.” The king ordered his chariot, went out and saw the sight. He asked [the courtesan]: “How did you 
manage to do it?” She said: “I achieved this result by means of the power of my skillful means ( updya ); 
there is nothing that I cannot do.” The king commanded that the hermit remain in the city; he made him 
abundant offerings and treated him respectfully; he satisfied his five wishes and named him prime minister. 

When the hermit had lived in the city for some days, his body became emaciated; he thought of the joys of 
meditation ( dhyanasukha ) and was weary of worldly desires. The king asked him why he was unhappy and 
why he was becoming thin. The hermit replied: “Although I enjoy the five objects of desire, I am always 
thinking of my forest retreat and the place frequented by the hermits; I cannot detach my mind from that.” 
The king said to himself: “I am doing violence to this man; this violence makes him unhappy; his suffering 
is extreme and he will die. My original purpose was to put an end to the calamity of drought and now I 
have attained it. Why should I still do violence to him?” Then he sent him away. [The recluse] returned to 
his mountain and thanks to his exertion, he soon recovered his five superknowledges (abhijha). 

The Buddha said to the bhiksus: “The hermit Ekasrnga was myself; the courtesan was Yasodhara. At that 
time, she led me astray with a cake ( modaka ) and, as I had not cut the bonds, I was seduced by her. Again 
today she wanted to seduce me by means of the cake with medicinal herbs, but she did not succeed.” 

For this reason, we know that slight attachments ( suksmamrdusparsana ) can trouble recluses and, all the 
more so, worldly people (prthagjdna). For these reasons, subtle desires are condemned. 


B. Second method: removing the obstacles . 439 


439 In order to succeed in the first stage of meditation, it is not enough to keep way from desires (vivice’ eva 
kdmehi). It is also necessary to stay away from bad dharmas ( vivicca akusalehi dhammehi); the latter constitute the 
five obstacles to dhyana, which are envy, malevolence, laziness-torpor, excitement and regret, doubt. Cf. DighaJ, p. 
71, 246; II, p. 300; III, p.234; Majjhima, I, p. 144;Samyutta, V, p. 60; Anguttara, III, p. 16: Paiica mvaranani: 
kamacchandamvaranam, vyapadamvaranam, thmamiddhamvaranam, 

uddhaccakukkuccamvaranamvicikicchamvaranam. - A canonical passage endlessly repeated, praises the complete 
freedom of mind of the ascetic who has destroyed these obstacles: cf. Dlgha, I, p. 71; Majjhima,I, p. 181, 269, 274, 
347; III, p. 136; Anguttara, III, p. 92; IV, p. 437; V, p. 207. 
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Having thus condemned the five sensual desires, it is necessary to remove the five obstacles (nivarana). 


1. Removing envy. 

The person who is prey to envy ( kamacchanda ) strays far from the Path. 

Why? Because envy is the basis for all sorts of worries and chaos. If the mind is attached to envy, there is 
no way to approach the Path. To remove this envy, some stanzas say: 

How can a monastic (: margapravista ), modest and reserved, 

Carrying the begging-bowl and benefiting beings, 

Still tolerate impure envy 

And be plunged into the five attachments? 

The soldier clothed in armor, bearing a sword and a rod, 

Who withdraws and flees from the enemy, 

Is nothing but a coward, 

Scorned and ridiculed by everyone. 

The bhiksu in the role of a mendicant 
Has cut his hair and put on the kasaya, 

But still allows himself to be led by the horses of the five attachments, 

He too collects nothing but mockery. 

[ 184a] If a famous man 

Richly dressed and with body adorned 
Went to beg for clothes and food, 


The Mpps develops these ideas here. They will be found in Vibhasha, T 1545, k. 38, p. 194c; k. 48, p. 
249c; cf. Kosa, V, p. 98-100, a better explanation. For the Pali sources, consult Dhammasanghanl, p. 204-205; 
AtthasalinI, p. 380 seq.; S. Z. Aung, Compendium, p. 172. 
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He would be mocked by people. 


If a bhiksu who has renounced adornment. 

Scorns fashion and concentrates his mind 
And, nevertheless, seeks sensory pleasures, 

He too would gather only mockery. 

Having renounced the five sense pleasures, 

Having rejected them, having refused to think about them, 

Why would he follow after them again 
Like a madman who returns to his own vomit? 

The greedy man 
Ignores his earlier vows; 

He no longer distinguishes between the beautiful and the ugly; 
Dmnkenly he hurls himself into desire ( trsna). 

Modesty (hri), restraint ( apatrdpya ) and other respectable qualities, 
All of that has disappeared all at once; 

He is no longer respected by wise people 
And is visited only by fools. 

Desires provoke suffering when they are sought out. 

Fear when they are possessed, 

Resentment and grief when they are lost; 

They bring not a moment of happiness. 

Such are the torments of desire! 

How can one escape them? 
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By acquiring the happiness of dhyana and samapatti : 

Then one is no longer deceived. 

Attachment to sensual pleasures is insatiable. 

How can one put an end to them? 

If one acquires the meditation of the repulsive (, asubhabhdvana ), 

These [greedy] minds disappear by themselves. 

Attachment to desire is unconscious; 

How can one become aware of them? 

By considering old age, sickness and death; 

Then one succeeds in getting out of the four bottomless pits. 

It is difficult to reject desires; 

How can one escape from them? 

If one can be pleased with the good dharmas 
These desires disappear by themselves. 

Desires are difficult to undo; 

How can one loosen them? 

By considering the body and perceiving its true nature; 

Then one is tied by nothing. 

Considerations such as these 

Can extinguish the fire of the desires: 

The jungle fire 

Cannot withstand a heavy rain. 

It is for all these reasons that one removes the obstacle of greed ( kdmacchandamvarana ). 


785 



2. Removing malevolence. 


The obstacle of malevolence ( vyapddamvarana ) is the origin of the loss of all good dharmas 
(,kusaladharmahani ), the cause of falling into the unfortunate destinies ( durgati ), the enemy of all 
happiness ( sukha ), the abductor of good minds ( kusalacitta ), the reservoir of all kinds of harmful speech 
( parusyavada ). 

The Buddha addressed the following stanzas to a wicked disciple: 

You must think and reflect 

On the obscene and vicious [character] of conception, 

[ 184b] On the dark suffering of the stay in the womb, 

On the hardships that accompany birth. 

Thinking about all that, the person 

Who does not pacify his wrath [toward people] 

Would, by all rights, be considered 
An unaware individual. 

If the retribution for wrongs did not exist 
And if they were free of all blame, 

People would still have plenty to complain about. 

How much more so if they are struck by painful punishment? 

By considering old age, sickness and death 
Which nobody can avoid, 

It is necessary to feel loving-kindness and pity. 

Why should you still afflict them with your hatred? 

People who hate, rob and strike one another 


786 



Undergo the poison of suffering. 

Why would an honest man 
Further add to their torment? 

One must always practice loving kindness and compassion. 
Cultivate the good in a concentrated mind, 

Not nourish bad feelings, 

Not torment anyone. 

If one cultivates the Path of Dharma diligently 
One will commit no harm. 

Good and evil are two opposing forces 
That meet face to face like water and fire. 

When wickedness covers the mind 

One does not distinguish the beautiful from the ugly, 

One does not separate good deeds from offences, 

One no longer fears the bad destinies. 

One does not take into account the sufferings of others, 

One does not clean up physical or mental fatigue. 

The suffering that one has at first suffered oneself. 

One then extends that suffering to others. 

The person who wants to destroy wickedness 
Should meditate on thoughts of loving-kindness. 

Alone, sheltered in retreat, 

Stopping all activity, he destroys all the causes and conditions. 
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One should fear old age, sickness and death, 

Exclude the nine kinds of anger. 

By meditating thus on loving-kindness 

One will attain the destruction of the poison of anger. 


It is for all these reasons that one removes the obstacle of malevolence ( vyapadamvarana ). 


3. Removing laziness-torpor. 


The obstacle of laziness-torpor (stydnamiddha) can destroy the threefold benefit of the present world, 
namely, the happiness of pleasure ( kama ), the happiness of wealth ( artha ) and merit ( punya ); it can destroy 
the definitive happiness ( nisthasukha ) of the present and the future life; it differs from death only by the 
presence of breathing. Here are the stanzas addressed by the Buddha to reproach a lazy disciple: 

“Get up! Don’t stay lying down, overprotecting your rotten body! It is impurities of all kinds that are called 
a person. If you were struck by serious illness, if an arrow was shot into your body, if all the sufferings 
were piled upon you, would you be able to sleep in peace? 

If the entire world were burning with the fire of death and you were trying to escape, would you be able to 
sleep in peace? When a man, laden with chains, is led to his death and misfortune menaces him, could he 
sleep in peace? 

[184c] The chains, the enemies, are not destroyed; the torments have not been removed. If you were 
spending the night in the same room as a poisonous snake, or if you were going to engage in battle with a 
bladed weapon, would you then sleep in peace? 

Sleep is this deep darkness where nothing is seen. Each day it comes fown [over us] and steals one’s 
clarity. When sleep covers the mind, nothing more is known. In the face of such a great loss, could you 
sleep in peace?” 

It is for all these reasons that the obstacle of laziness-torpor ( stydnaniddhamvarana ) is condemned. 

4. Removing excitement (restlessness) and regret. 


The obstacle of excitement ( auddhatya ) and regret (kaukrtya). - Excitement is a dharma that harms the 
mind of the monastic (pmvrajydcitta ): if a person with concentrated mind (samgrhitacitta) cannot remain 
faithful, then what can be said of a person with a scattered mind ( viksiptacitta )? The excited person is as 
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uncontrollable as a mad elephant ( gandlmgaja ) without a hook or a camel ( ustra ) with pierced nose. Some 
stanzas say: 

“You have shaved your head; you have put on the kasaya\ holding the clay begging-bowl (patra ), you go to 
beg your food. Why do you still take pleasure in excitement? You will lose the profits of the religious life 
after having [already] renounced the joys of the world.” 

The person who is prey to regret ( kaukrtya ) is like a criminal always tortured by fear ( bhaya ). When the 
arrow of regret has entered the mind, it is implanted there and cannot be torn out. Some stanzas say: 


If he has done what he should not do, 

If he has not done what he should have done, 
He is burned by the fire of regret. 

Later, he will fall into the bad destinies. 


A man can regret his crime; 

After having regretted it, he [should] forget it. 

In this way his mind will find peace. 

He should not think [of his mistakes] incessantly. 

There are two kinds of regrets. 

According to whether there was omission or performance. 
To attach one’s mind to such remorse 
Is the mark of a fool. 


One must not give oneself up to regret 

Because [the good] that one has omitted doing one can always do; 

And the bad that one has committed, 

One cannot help having already done it. 

It is for all these reasons that the obstacle of excitement and of regret is condemned 
( auddhatyakaukrtyamvarana ), 
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5. Removing doubt. 


The obstacle of doubt (vicikitsdmvarana). - When doubt covers the mind, one is unable to fix one’s mind 
on the good dharmas. Concentration ( samdhitacitta ) being absent, there is nothing to be gained from the 
Buddhadharma. Thus the man who goes to a mountain of jewels ( ratnagiri ) is unable to gather any if he 
has no hands. Speaking of doubt, some stanzas say: 


The person at the crossroads 
Who hesitates goes nowhere. 

It is the same for doubt 
About the true nature of dharmas. 


As a result of doubt, one does not diligently seek 
The true nature of dharmas. 

Doubt is the outcome of ignorance ( avidya); 

It is the worst of all the evils. 


In regard to good and bad dharmas, 

Samsara and nirvana, 

[185a] The absolute truth ( tathatd) and dharmata. 
One should not conceive any doubt. 440 


If you conceive doubts, 

The king of death and his jailers will enchain you; 
Like the gazelle taken by the lion. 


440 We know that every word spoken by the Buddha is recognized by four characteristics: it is useful and not 
harmful, it conforms to (ethical) Law and is not contrary to the Law, it destroys the afflictions and does not increase 
them, it inspires love for nirvana and not for samsara. See the passage of the Madhyasayasamcodanasutra cited in 
Trade, I, p. 82F as note. On the other hand, the speech of the Buddha does not contradict the nature of dhannas 
(dharmatam na vilomayati ), i.e., pratdyasamutpdda (ibid. p. 81F as note). These essential truths are not to be held in 
doubt by Buddhists. 
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You will find no way to escape. 


Although here below there may always be doubts, 
It is important to follow the Holy Dharma. 

The person who comes across a fork in the road 
Should always take the good Path. 


It is for all these reasons that it is necessary to remove the obstacle of doubt (vicikitsamvarana). 

Removing these five obstacles is like escaping from the debt that you owe, curing a serious illness, finding 
an oasis in the desert, being saved from the hands of brigands and finding safety (yogaksema ) free of 
torment. Thus the ascetic who has removed the five obstacles has a pacified ( ksema ) mind, pure ( visuddha ) 
and joyful ( sukha). The sun and moon are hidden by five things: when smoke ( dhuma ), cloud ( abhra ), dust 
(rajas), fog (mahika) or the hand of the asura Rahu intercepts them, they cannot shine; 441 similarly, when a 
person’s mind is covered by the five obstacles (mvarana), it can be of no use either to oneself or to others. 


C. Third method: Practicing the five dharmas. 


If he has been able to reject the five sense objects (kamaguna) and remove the five obstacles (mvarana), 
the ascetic practices the five dharmas: 1) aspiration (chanda), 2) exertion (vfrya), 3) mindfulness (smrti), 4) 
clear seeing (samprajndna), 5) concentration of mind (cittaikdgraia); by practicing these five dharmas, he 
acquires the first dhydna furnished with five members (pahcdhgasamanvdgata). 

1) Chanda is zeal in kamadhatu; when it is produced, the first dhyana is obtained. 

2) Vfrya (exertion) in the observance of the precepts (sfla), in leaving family life, concentrated zeal without 
laziness (kausfdya) during the two watches of the night, limited food (mitabhojana) and one-pointedness of 
mind (cittasamgrahana) without distraction (viksepa). 442 


441 Cf. Upakkilesasutta (Aiiguttara, II, p. 53; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 20, p. 650a: Cattdro ‘me bhikkhave 
candimasuriyanam upakkilesa yehi upakkilesehi upakkilitthd candimasuriya na tapanti na bhasanti na virocanti. 
Katame cattdro? Abham... mahika... dhumarajo... Rahu asurindo hena upakkilesena upakkikittha sandimasuriya na 
tapanti na bhasanti na virocanti, - This sutra appears accounts of the second council: Vinaya, II, p. 295; T 1421, k. 
30, p. 192c; T 1428, k. 54, p. 969a-b; cf. Hofinger, Concile de Vaishalf, p. 34, 36, 39. 

44i This exertion manifests in the pursuit of the four qualities that make a monk incapable of falling back (abhabbo 
parihanaya) and close to nirvana (nibbanass’ eva santike ): observance of morality (sflasampatti), guarding the 
senses (indriyesu guptadvarata), moderation in eating (bhojana mdtrdjnuta) and effort in the vigil (jaryam 
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3) Smrti is mindfulness applied to the happiness of the first dhyana. The ascetic knows that kamadhatu is 
impure, deceptive, contemptible, whereas the first dhyana is estimable and laudable. 

4) Samprajnana is a clear seeing, appreciating and considering the happiness of kamadhatu and the 
happiness of the first dhyana, their importance and their respective benefits. 

6) Cittaikdgmtd consists of always fixing the mind on one object ( dlamabana ) and preventing scattering. 

Furthermore, in pursuing the first dhyana, one rejects the sense pleasures ( kdmasukha ), for by incessantly 
trying to conquer one’s enemies that one is no longer tormented by them. The Buddha said to a brahman 
attached to desire: “At the start, I had precise vision ( samanupasydmi ) of the desires ( kdma ); the desires are 
cause and condition ( hetupratyaya ) of fear ( bhaya ), of sadness ( daurmanasya ) and of suffering ( duhkha ); 
the desires bring little pleasure (alpdsvdda ), but much pain (bahuduhkha). ,A43 Desire is Mara’s net (Jvdla) 
and fetter ( kdsa ) from which it is difficult to escape; it is like a forest burning on all four sides; desire is as 
dreadful as falling onto a ditch full of fire or handling a venomous snake; it is like a brigand brandishing a 
sword, like a wicked raksasa, like dangerous poison poured into the mouth, like molten copper 
(kvathitatamra) poured down one’s throat, like a mad elephant, like falling off a cliff, like a lion barring the 
road, like the makara fish opening its mouth: desires are as [185b] formidable as all of those. Attachment to 
desire is man’s misfortune. The person attached to desire is like a prisoner in his jail, a deer in a pen, a fish 
that has taken the bait, a snake in the presence of a wild boar, a mouse in the claws of a cat, a bird in a net, 
a crow in among kites, a blind man on the edge of a ditch, a fly above boiling oil, a sick man in the army, a 
crippled man in a fire. [Being attached to desire] is entering into a river of salt water, licking a knife coated 
with honey. Desire is meat sold at the crossroads, the slicing forest hidden under a thin cover, excrement 
covered with flowers, a poisoned jar dipped in honey, a chest full of poisonous snakes, the illusion of a 
dream, the loan that must be repaid, the magic show that fools little children, the flame without any 
solidity. [Giving oneself up to desire] is like diving into deep water, being swallowed by the makara fish’s 
gullet. Desire is the hail that destroys the grain, the lightning that strikes men. Desires are all of that, 
deceptive, unreal, without consistency or vigor, they bring little pleasure but much suffering. Desire is 
Mara’s army that destroys all good qualities. Since it torments beings unceasingly, it lends itself to many 
comparisons ( upamdna ). By rejecting the five desires, by keeping away from the five obstacles and by 
practicing the five Dharmas, one arrives at the first dhyana. 


anuyoga). These qualities are defined in Anguttara, II, p. 39-10; see also Samyutta, II, p. 219; Anguttara, I, p. 113; 
Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 12, p. 603c; Mahaniddesa, II, p. 483-484. 

443 Cf. Culadukkhakkhandhasutta in Majjhima, I, p. 91-92; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 25, p. 586b22: Mayham pi kho. 
Mahdndma, pubbe va sambodhd anabhisambuddhassa bodhisttass’ eva sato “appassdddkdmdbahudukkhd 
bahupayasa, ddinavo etthci bhiyyo ” ti etam yathabhutam sammappannayasudittham ahosi: “I too, Mahanaman, 
before my enlightenment, had indeed seen, with correct knowledge and in hannony with the truth, that the passions 
have little delight, many problems, much suffering and that the disadvantages therein are multiplied.” The same 
condemnation appassddd kama. etc., is repeated for the bhikkhu Arittha in Vinaya, II, p. 25; Majjhima, I, p. 130; 
Anguttara,III, p. 97. - The present passage of the Mpps precedes this verdict with a statement on kdma, the cause of 
fear and suffering: it occurs in Anguttara, IV, p. 289: Bhayan ti bhikkhave kdmanam etam adhivacanam, sukkhan ti 
nhikkhave kdmanam etam adhivacanam, etc. 


792 



Question. - The absorptions and concentrations, such as the eight liberations (vimoksa), the eight shpheres 
of mastery ( abhibhvdyatana ), the ten spheres of totality (krtsndyatana) and the four immeasurables 
(i apramana ) are never described as virtues ( paramita ). Why is dhydna the only one to be described as the 
‘virtue’ ofdhyana ( dhydnapdramitd)? 

Answer. - 1. The qualities ( guna ) of all these absorptions are of the order of reflection ( cinta ) and 
meditation ( bhdvana ). In the language of the Ts’in, dhydna means reflection and meditation. In speaking of 
the virtue of dhydna, all the qualities are included. 

2. Moreover, dhydna is in the most important place, like a king. Speaking of dhydna is to include all the 
other absorptions; speaking of the other absorptions does not include dhydna. Why? Because in the four 
dhydnas, knowledge (jndna) and the absorptions are equal and balanced. In the andgamya (preliminary 
absorption preceding the first dhydna), knowledge (jndna) overcomes absorption (samdpatti) whereas, in 
the formless absorptions (drupyasamapatti following the dhyanas), absoiption overcomes knowledge: these 
states are not balanced. When one wheel of a chariot is more solid than the other, it is not safe ( ksema ); it is 
the same when knowledge and absorption are unequal. 

Finally, in the four dhyanas there are the four equalities of mind ( samacitta ), the five abhijnas, the 
vimokhas, the abhibhvdyatanas, the krtsndyatanas, the concentration hindering the arising of the passions 
in others ( arandsamddhi ), the knowledge resulting from vows (pranidhdna) the summit dhydna 
(prdntakotidhydna), the sovereign concentration ( fsvarasamddhi ?), dhyana brought to its maximum 
(vrddhikdsthdgata dhydna), the four magically creative minds (nirmdnacitta), the Pan tcheou pan 
(pratyutpannasamadhi), 4 all the Bodhisattva’s samddhis, the Hero’s Walk (suramgama), etc., which 
number 120, all the Buddha’s samadhis, Unmovable, etc., which number 108, 445 the attainment of wisdom 
by the Buddhas and their renouncing of life (dyuhparityaga): all these various absorptions occur in the 
dhyanas', this is why dhydna is qualified as a virtue (paramita), whereas the other absorptions are not. 


III. DEFINITION OF THE VARIOUS DHYANAS AND 
SAMAPATTIS . 446 


444 All these qualities will be defined below, p. 1041F seq. The pratyutpannasamadhi is the subject of the 
Bhadrapalasutra; cf. Traite, I, p. 430F, n. 1. 

44j For these 108 samddhis, see references in Traite, I, p. 324F, n.l 

446 This section is limited to commenting on a very old Dhydnasutra where the nine successive absorptions 
(navanupurvasamdpatti) are defined in precise tenns: cf. Vinaya, III, p. 4; DTgha, I, p. 37, 73, 172; II, p. p. 313; III, 
p. 78, 131, 222, 265; Majjhima. I, p. 21, 40, 89, 117, 159; II, p. 15, 204, 226; III, p. 4, 14, 25, 36; Samyutta, II, p. 
210, 216, 221; III, p. 225; IV, p. 225, 26, 262; V, p. 10, 198, 213; Anguttara, I, p. 53, 163, 182, 242; II, p. 126, 151; 
III, p. 11, 119; IV, p. 111, 176, 229, 410; V, p. 207, 343; Kathavatthu, II, p. 484; Milinda, p. 289. - For the Chinese 
sources, see, e.g., Tch’ang a han, T 1, k. 8, p. 50c; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 47, p. 720a; Tsa a han, T 99, 41, p. 302a. 
- For the Sanskrit version of this sutra, see Lalitavistara, p. 129; Pancavimsati, p. 167, Dasasahasrika, p. 98-99; 
Mahavyutpatti, no. 1478-1481, 1492-1495; extracts in Kosavyakhya, p. 665, 666, 673. 
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Question. - You have already said that the first dhyana is obtained by condemning the five desires (kama), 
by avoiding the five obstacles ( nivarana ) and by practicing the five dharmas. By what method and what 
path can the first dhyana be obtained? 

[185c] Answer. - By being based on the gates of absorption such as the meditation on the disgusting 
(asubhabhdvana ) and mindfulness of breathing (dndpanasmrti ), etc. 447 

Thus, it is is said in the explanatory stanzas of the Tch ’an king (Dhyanasutra): 44S 


Avoiding desires and bad dharmas 
A person enters into the first dhyana, 

Furnished with examination ( savitarka ) and judgment ( savicdra ), 

Coming from detachment ( vivekaja ), which is joy ( prvti ) and happiness ( sukha ). 


Avoiding the flames of lust, 

He is endowed with clear cool absorption. 
Happy like a person who, tormented by the heat, 
Enters into a cold pool. 


As in the poor man who has found a treasure, 


Following is a translation of this sutra: "Here, the monk, having avoided the desires, having avoided the 
bad dhannas, enters into the first dhyana, furnished with examination, furnished with judgment, coming from 
detachment and which is joy and happiness. - By suppressing examination and judgment, he enters into the second 
dhyana, internal peace, one-pointed mind, without examination, without judgment, arisen from concentration, which 
is joy and happiness. - By renouncing joy, he remains indifferent, reflective, aware; he experiences happiness in his 
body; he enters into the third dhyana that the saints call ‘indifferent, reflecting, dwelling in happiness’. - By 
destroying happiness and by destroying pain, by the previous suppression of joy and sadness, he enters into the 
fourth dhyana, free of pain and happiness, purified in renunciation and reflection. - Having surpassed any notion of 
matter, suppressing any notion of resistance, neglecting any notion of multiplicity, he cries out: “Infinite space” and 
penetrates into the sphere of infinite space. - Surpassing the sphere of infinite space, he penetrates successively the 
sphere of infinite consciousness, the sphere of nothingness, the sphere of neither awareness nor non-awareness and 
finally, the absorption of cessation of awareness and sensation. “ For this technique of dhyana, see the explanation of 
M. Eliade, Techniques of Yoga, 1948, p. 158-164. 

447 These two ‘gates’ have been studied at length in Kosa, VI, p. 148-158. 

44S I [Lamotte] have not found these stanzas in the Tso ysh’an san mei king, T 614, p. 269c seq., Chinese translation 
of the Dhyanasutra by Kumarajlva. 
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Vitarka of a great joyfulness moves his mind. 

He analyzes it: this is vicdra. 

This is how he enters the first dhyana. 

He knows that vitarka and vicdra disturb his mind, 

Although good, he must separate himself from them, 

For it is only on a calm sea 

That the movement of the waves is not seen. 

When a very weary man 
Lies down to sleep in peace, 

Any call to him 
Strongly disturbs his mind. 

In the same way, for the absorbed man in dhyana, 

Vitarka and vicdra are a torment. 

That is why, avoiding vitarka and vicdra, 

He succeeds in entering the sphere of unified consciousness 

As a result of his inner purity ( adhydtmasamprasdda ), 

He finds joy ( priti ) and happiness (, dukha ) in absorption. 
Penetrating into the second dhyana, 

His joy is lively and his mind is very happy. 

An absorption where concentration is very strong 
Is calm and free of smrti (memory). 

Annoyed by priti (joy), the ascetic wants to get rid of it 

In the same way that he has already eliminated vitarka and vicdra. 
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It is because of feeling (yedema) that there is joy. 

If joy is lost, sadness is experienced. 

Renouncing pleasant bodily feeling (sukhavedand), 

The ascetic abandons memory and methods. 

The saint (diya ) is able to reach this renunciation; 

For other people, this renunciation is difficult. 

When one knows the torments of happiness ( sukha ), 

One sees the grand immobile peace. 

When daurmanasya (sadness) and prrti (joy) are eliminated, 

Duhkha (suffering) and sukha (happiness) still remain to be cut. 

Purified by equanimity and reflection ( upaksasmrtiparisuddha ), 

The mind penetrates into the fourth dhydna. 

The sukha present in the third dhyana, 

Transitory ( anitya ) and changing, is suffering. 

In kamadhatu, the ascetic has cut the daurmanasya'. 

In the second dhydna he has eliminated the priti. 

This is why the Buddha Bhagavat 
Said, in the fourth dhydna. 

Having cut the daurmanasya and the prrti. 

It is necessary now to cut duhkha and sukha. 

[1. Preparation for the first dhydna ]. - By means of purity of discipline (silavisuddhi), solitude in retreat, 
guarding the senses, intensive meditation during the first and last watch of the night, 444 the ascetic avoids 
external pleasures and takes pleasure in meditation. He avoids desires ( kdma ) and the bad dharmas 
(i akusaladharma ). Depending on the andgamya (the preliminary 

449 See above, p. 1020F, n. 2. 
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[186a] absorption preceding the first dhyana), 450 he acquires the first dhyana. 

[2. First dhyana ]. - The first dhyana is defined in the Abhidharma: There are four types of dhyana: i) 
dhyana associated with rapture (dsvddanasamprayukta); ii) pure dhyana (suddhaka ); Hi) stainless dhyana 
(i andsrava ); iv) the five skandhas obtained by retribution ( vipdkaja ) and constituting the first dhyana. 451 
Here the ascetic enters into the pure ( suddhaka ) and the stainless ( andsrava ) [dhyana]; it is the same for the 
second, third and fourth dhydnas. 

According to the Buddha’s definition: ’’Having avoided desires and the bad dharmas, the bhiksu enters into 
the first, furnished with examination, furnished with judgment, coming from detachment, which is joy and 
happiness.” (Dhyanasutra, l.c.: Viviktam kdmair viviktam pdpakair akusalair dharmaih savicaram 
vivekajam pritisukham prathamam dhymanam upasampadya viharati). 

‘Desires’ ( kdma) are the five sense objects (panca kdmaguna), colors (rupa), etc., to which one becomes 
attached. By means of reflection and analysis, these desires are condemned, as has been said above. 

The ‘wicked bad dharmas’ (pdpaka, akusaladharma) are the five obstructions (panca nfvarana), greed 
( kamacchanda ), etc. By becoming detached from these two categories, of which the one is external ( bdhya) 
and the other internal (ddhydtmikd), the first dhyana is acquired. 

The [five] characteristics of the first dhyana are: examination (vitarka), judgment ( vicdra ), joy ( pnti ), 
happiness (sukha) and one-pointedness of the mind ( cittaikdgrata ). 452 

It is ‘savitarka and savicdra ’: by acquiring the good dharmas ( kusaladharma ) and the qualities ( guna ) not 
previously acquired, in the first dhyana the mind experiences great fear. When [a person] who has 
ceaselessly been burned by the fires of desire attains the first dhyana, it is as if he were entering a pool of 
cold water. Or else he is like a poor man (daridra) who suddenly finds a treasure: the ascetic, who has 
meditated and analyzed the disadvantages of kamadhatu and who sees the importance of the benefits and 
qualities of the first dhyana, feels great joy (pnti): this is why it is called savitarka and savicdra. 

Question. - Are vitarka and vicdra one and the same thing or are they two different things? 

Answer. - They are two different things. 453 Vitarka is the first moment of a coarse mind 
(sthulaprathamaksana), vicdra is a more subtle (suksma) analysis. Thus, when a bell is struck, the first 
sound is strong, the subsequent sound is weaker; this is vicdra. 


4511 For this term, see Kosa, VIII, p. 179, n. 6. 

451 Cf. Kosa, VIII, p. 144. - The dhyana of rapture is soiled by desire ( trsna ); the pure dhyana is of mundane order 
and practiced by ordinary people; the andsrava dhyana is supramundane and practiced by the aryas; the dhyana ‘of 
the five skandhas’ means the spheres of rupadhatu inhabited by the seventeen classes od gods, from the 
Brahmakayikas to the Akanisthas (see Kosa, III, p. 2): the gods of rupadhatu are still constitued by five skandhas; 
those of Arupyadhatu have only four because rupa is absent there. 

452 Cf. Majjjhima, I, p. 294: Pathamam jhdnam pahcahgikaEm; idh ’ avuso pathamam jhdnam samapannassa 
bhikkhuno vitakko ca vattati vicaro ca piti ca sukhah ca cittaggata ca. - See also Kosa, VIII, p. 147. 

4,3 On the difference between vitarka and vicdra, cf. Vasubandhu’s Pancaskandhaka, cited in Kosavyakhya, p. 64: 
Vitarkah katamah? Paryesako manojalpah cetanaprajhavisesah yd citasyauddarikata. Vicarah katamah? 
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Question. - In the Abhidharma it is said that, from kamadhatu until the first dhyana, s single mind is 
associated with vitarka and vicara; why do you say that vitarka is the first moment of a coarse mind 
whereas vicara is a more subtle analysis? 

Answer. - Although the two things reside in the same mind, their characteristics re not simultaneous: at the 
moment of vitarka, the vicara is blurred ( apatu ); at the moment of vicara, the vitarka is blurred. Thus, 
when the sun rises, the shadows disappear. All the minds ( citta ) and all the mental events 
(caitasaikadharma) receive their name prorata with time: [vitarka and vicara are distinct names of one 
single mind]. Thus the Buddha said: “If you cut one single thing, I claim that you will become an 
anagamin; this single thing is avarice (mdtsarya)P 54 Really, it should be said that the five fetters of lower 
rank ( avarambhagiya samyojana ) must disappear in order that one may become anagamin. 455 Why did he 
say that it is necessary to cut just one single thing? Because avarice abounded in his questioner and the 
other fetters came from that; therefore it sufficed for that person to destroy avarice in order to cut through 
the other fetters at the same time. Similarly here, vitarka and vicara take their name prorata from time. 

[3. Second dhyana.] - The ascetic knows that.although they are good, vitarka and vichdra disturb the mind 
that is in absorption ( samddhitacitta ); by mental renunciation ( cittavairdgya ), he condemns vitarka and 
vicara and has this thought: “Vitarka and vicara disturb the mind of dhyana; as when pure water is 
disturbed by waves, nothing can be seen any more.” When a tired and weary [186b] man regains his breath 
and wants to sleep, when his neighbor calls him, that makes him very annoyed. It is for all these reasons 
that he condemns vitarka and vicara. 

[According to the definition given by the Buddha, the ascetic], “by suppressing examination and judgment, 
enters into the second dhyana, one-pointedness of mind, without examination, without judgment, arisen 
from concentration, which is joy and happiness” (Dhyanasutra, l.c.: Vitarkavicdrdndm vyupasamad 
adhydtmam samprasddac cetasa ekotibhdvam avitarkam avicdram samddhijam pritisukham dvitvyam 
dhydnam upasampadya viharati). 


Pratyaveksaka manojalpah. tathaiva yd cittauddrikata. - Here the Mpps is accepting a specific difference 
(jatibheda) between vitarka and vicara; this is the thesis of the Vaibhasikas; the Sautrantikas are of the opposite 
opinion, cf. Kosa, II, p. 174 seq.; Kosavyakhya, p. 139. The Pali sources themselves have attempted definitions: cf. 
Dhammasangani, p. 10; AtthasalinI, p. 114-115; Milinda, p. 62-63; Visuddhimagga, I, p. 142-143; S. Z. Aung. 
Compendium, p. 17, 40. 

454 See a passage in Anguttara, III, p. 272, where it is said that, in order to attain the four dhyanas and realize the 
four fruits of the Path (srotaapattiphala, etc.), it is enough to have cut the fivefold avarice: avdsa-, kula-. labha-, 
vanna and dhammamacchariya. 

455 By saying that it is enough to cut one single fetter, avarice, in order to become anagamin, the Buddha was 
simplifying things for the benefit of his questioner; in precise terms, it is “by the disappearance of the first five 
fetters that a person becomes an apparaitional being, that he attains nirvana there (in the world of the gods) amd is 
not subject to coming back from that world:” cf. DIgha, I, p. 156; II, p. 92; III, p. 132; Majjhima, I, p. 436: 
Pancannam orambhdgiyancim samyojandnam parikkhaya opapdtiko hoti tatthaparinibbayf anavattidhammo tcismd 
lokd. 
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In possession of the second dhydna , he obtains the priti and sukha of the second dhydna, incomparable joy 
and happiness not previously acquired until that moment. “By the suppression of examination and 
judgment ( vitarkavicdrandm vyupasamat), they have disappeared because the ascetic knows their defects. 
This dhydna is ‘inner peace” ( adhydtmasamprasdda ) 456 for, by entering into this profound absorption, the 
ascetic has given up the vitarka and vicdra of the first dhydna by means of faith (prasdda ): the benefit is 
important, the loss minimal and the gain considerable. This dhydna is called ‘inner peace’ as a result of 
“fixing the mind on one object” ( cetasa ekotibhdva). 

[4. Third dhydna ]. - The ascetic sees the defects of priti as he has seen those of vitarka and vicdra: 
according to the place occupied by the object of enjoyment, sometimes it is joy {priti), sometimes sadness 
(i daurmansaya) that dominates. Why is that? Thus, for example, when a poor man ( daridra ) finds a 
treasure, his joy is immense; but, as soon as he loses it, his sadness is profound. The joy changes into 
sadness. 

This is why [according to the definition of the Buddha], the ascetic: “by renouncing joy, remains in 
equanimity, reflecting, aware; he experiences this physical happiness which only the saints are capable of 
renouncing; reflecting, remaining in bliss, he enters into the third dhydna” (free and faulty translation of the 
Dhyanasutra, l.c.: Priter virdgdd upeksako viharati smrtimdn samprajdnan sukham ca kdyena 
pratisamvedayati yat tad diyd dcaksate ‘‘Upeksakah smrtimdn sukhavihdriti” nispritikam trtiyam dhydnam 
upasampadya viharati). 

He remains ‘in equanimity’ (upeksah), for he abandons any feeling of joy (priti ) and feels no regret; he 
remains “reflecting” ( smrtimdn ) and ‘fully aware’ ( samprajdnan ), for, having obtained the bliss of the third 
dhydna , he prevents bliss from arousing torments; he experiences ‘physical happiness’ ( sukham kdyena 
pratisamvedayati), for he experiences, with his entire body, the bliss of the third dhydna, 1 ‘this bliss 
which only the aryas are capable of abandoning’; this bliss being the most outstanding in the world to call 
forth attachment of the mind and which ordinary people ( prthagjana) rarely renounce. Also the Buddha 
said that the practice of loving-kindness is the foremost in the pure lands. 

[5. Fourth dhydna]. - The ascetic sees the defects of sukha as he has seen those of priti, he knows that 
immovability of the mind ( cittdinjyatd) is very superior to that, for wherever there is movement, there is 
suffering ( duhkha ). Since he is moved by the sukha of the third dhydna, the ascetic seeks non-movement. 

[According to the definition of the Buddha] “by the cessation of bliss and by the cessation of suffering, by 
the previous suppression of joy and sadness, the ascetic enters into the fourth dhyana, free of suffering and 
bliss, purified in renunciation and reflection” (Dhyanasutra, l.c: Sukhasya ca prahdndd duhkasya ca 
prahdndt pirvam eva saumansayadaurmansayayor astamgamddadhuhkhdsukham 
upekshasmrtiparisuddham caturtham dhydnam upasampadya viharati). 


456 For adhyd.tmasamprasd.dha which is faith ( sraddhd ), see Kosa, VIII, p. 158. 

457 The third dhydna has five members: 1) upeksd, 2) smrti, 3) samprajnana, 4) sukha, 5) samadhi ; they are defined 
in Kosa, VIII, p. 148. But, whereas the sukha present in the first two dhyanas is simply the good physical state 
(prasrabdhi ), the sukha of the third dhydna is the feeling of bliss (sukha vedana); cf. Kosa, VIII, p. 156. 
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In the fourth dhyana, there is no more suffering or happiness, but only non-moving wisdom 
(aninjyaprajna)', this is why the fourth dhyana is called ‘purified as to renunciation and reflection’. 4,8 By 
contrast, the third dhyana, because of the movement evoked by the bliss, is called suffering. Therefore the 
fourth dhyana is “free of suffering and bliss” ( asuhkhdsukha ). 

[6. First samapatti ]. - According to the definition of the Buddha, the ascetic “having surpassed any notion 
of matter, neglecting any notion of multiplicity, suppressing, any notion of resistance, enters into the sphere 
of infinity of space” (Dhyanasutra, l.c.: Sa sarvaso rupasamjnam samatikraman, ndndtvasamjnddm 
amanasikdrdt, pratighasamjnandm astamgamdd “Anantam dkdsam iti” dkdsdnantydyatanam 
upasampadya viharati). 

The ascetic thinks thus: ’’Wherever matter is absent, there one escapes from the sufferings of hunger 
(ksudh) and thirst (pipdsd), cold (sita) and heat ( usna ); physical matter is coarse, bad, deceptive and unreal: 
it is as a result of the complex of causes and conditions ( hetupratyayasdmagri ) of the former life that we 
inherit this body, the receptacle of all sorts of pains. How can these bodily torments be avoided? The space 
(dkdsa) present in the body must be considered.” Then the ascetic ceaselessly considers the space of the 
body like that in a cage or a pot; by endlessly thinking thus, he is freed from matter and no [186c] longer 
sees the body. And the same for external matter (bdhyarupa) as for the inner bodily space. Then the ascetic 
can contemplate immense infinite space (apramdndnantdkdkdsa). When he has mastered this 
contemplation, he feels neither sadness nor happiness, and his mind progresses: he is like a bird closed up 
in a cage that finds its freedom when the cage is broken. This is the dkdsasamdpatti. 

[7. Second samapatti], - This immense and infinite space is grasped (dlambate) by the intellect; this vast 
object distracts the ascetic and can even destroy his absorption. Contemplating space, the ascetic sees 
feelings ( vedand), notions ( samjiid), formations ( samskdra ) and consciousnesses ( vijnanay which seem to 
him to be a sickness (roga), an ulcer (ganda), a wound (dghdta ) and an arrow (salya), transitory ( anitya ), 
painful (duhkha), empty ( siinya ) and non-self ( andtman ), an accumulation of deceits without true reality. 460 
Thinking in this way, he abandons the dkdsa object and holds only the consciousness ( vijndna ). Does he 
hold the present (pratyutpanna ), the past ( atita ), future ( andgata ) consciousness, or the immense, infinite 
consciousness ( apramdndnantavijndna )? He holds the immense and infinite consciousness. 461 Since this 


458 It would be tempting to translate Cho nien ts ’ing tsing by “purity in renunciation and reflection”; but these four 
characters give the Sanskrit expression upeksdsmrtiparisuddhr. 1) upeksaparisuddhi is indifference for whatever the 
object may be ( andibhogalaksana ); 2) smrtiparihuddhi consists of not losing sight of the nimitta (the motive, the 
reason) for this indifference (upeksdnimittasampramosa): cf. Kosa, VIII, p. 148. 

456 Whereas the dhyanas are accomp-anied by the five skandhas, the samdpattis consist of only four (vedand, 
samjiid, samskdra and vijndna), for all rupa is absent; cf. Kosa, VIII, p. 134. 

460 This phrase, which is of canonical origin, will be repeated for the second and third samapatti; cf. Majjhima, I, p. 
436: So yad eva attha hoti vedanagatam sannahatam sankhdragatam vihhdnagatam te dhamme aniccato dukkhato 
rogato gandato allato aghato dbddhato parato palokato suhhato anattato samanupassati. 

461 Cf. Vibhaiiga, p. 262: Anantam vihnnanan ti, tamyeva dkdsam vinnanena phutam manasikaroti anantam pharati 
tena vuccati anantam vinhananti. - Commentary in Visuddhimagga, I, p. 332. 
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consciousness is immense and infinite like akasa, the absorption is called the absorption of the sphere of 
infinite consciousness (vijndndnantydyatanasamapatti). 

[8. Third samapatti ]. - This immense and infinite vijnana is perceived by the intellect; this vast object 
distracts the ascetic and can destroy his absorption. On contemplating this consciousness, the ascetic 
perceives sensations ( vedand), notions ( samjna), formations ( samskdra ) and consciousnesses ( vijnana) 
which seem to him to be a sickness ( roga ), ulcer ( ganda ), wound (dghdtd) and an arrow ( salya ), transitory 
(i anitya ), painful (, duhkha ), empty ( sunya) and non-self ( andtman ), an accumulation of deceit, without true 
reality. Thinking this way, he destroys the image of vijnana, rejects the vijndndyatana and praises the 
sphere of nothingness (dkimcanydyatana). Destroying the images of the vijnana , he fixes his mind on 
nothingness, and this is what is called the absorption of sphere of nothingness 
(dkimcanydyatanasamdpatti). 

[9. Fourth samapatti ]. - In this dkimcanydyatana, he perceives sensations (vedand), notions (samjna), 
formations (samskdra) and consciousnesses (vijnana) that seem to him to be a sickness (roga), an ulcer 
(ganda), a wound (dghdta), an arrow (salya), transitory (anitya), painful (duhkha), empty (sunya) and non¬ 
self (andtman), an accumulation of deceit, without true reality. While he is meditating thus, the sphere of 
non-consciousness (asamjndyatana) seems to him to be an ulcer (ganda) and the sphere of consciousness 
(samjnayatana) seems to him to be a sickness, an ulcer, a wound and an arrow: [for him], the sphere par 
excellence is the sphere of neither discernment nor non-discernment 

Question. - But the naivasamjndndsamjndyatana involves sensations (vedand), notions (samjna), 
formations (samskdra) and consciousnesses (vijnana)'. why do you call it neither discernment nor non¬ 
discernment? 

Answer. - There is discrimination (samjna) in this sphere, but as it is very subtle (suksma) and hard to 
perceive (durvabodha), we speak of ‘non-discrimination’; on the other hand, since there is discrimination, 
we add ‘not non-discrimination’. 462 Ordinary people (prthagjana) claim to attain the true nature ofdharmas 
in this sphere and identify it with nirvana; but in the Buddhist system, although it is known that this sphere 
includes discrimination, the old name is retained and it is called the sphere of neither discrimination nor 
non-discrimination. 

Question. - What is non-discrimination? 

Answer. - There are three kinds of non-discrimination: i) the absorption of non-discrimination 
(asamjnisamdpatti), , ii) the absorption of the cessation of discrimination and feeling (read Mie sianng 


46i On the point of knowing whether or not there is samjna in the sphere of neither discrimination nor non¬ 
discrimination, cf. Aiiguttara, IV, p. 427: Kathavatthu, I, p. 263 (tr. Rh. D., p. 155); Kosa, VIII, p. 144. 

463 Asamjnisamdpatti, its preparation, conditions and fruit are studied in Kosa, II, p. 132, 200, 211, 310; IV, p. 200. 
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cheou ting = samjnavedayitanirodhasamapatti , 464 Hi) the non-discriminating gods (asamjnideva). 65 The 
worldly persom who wants to destroy his mind enters into the samjnavedayitanirodhasamapatti. 


IV. QUESTIONS RELATING TO THE DHYANAS 


[Pure and impure Path). - There are two kinds of dhydnas and samapattis : impure ( sdsrava ) and pure 
(andsrava). The sdsrava type is practiced by worldly people ( prthagjana ) as has already been said; the 
andsrava type consists of the sixteen aspects of the noble truths (sodasaryakard). 


464 For samjhavedayitanirodha, which is confused in practice with nirvana on earth, see Majjhima, I, p. 160, 301; 
III, p. 45; Samyutta, II, p. 212; Aiiguttara, I, p. 41; IV, p. 454; Kathavatthu, I, p. 202; Kosa, II, p. 203-214; VII, p. 
96; VIII, p. 193, 207, 215. - Lav., Nirvana, p. 77, 80, 157. 

465 The asamjhisattva, non-discriminating gods, are defined in Kosa, II, p. 199-200; VIII, p. 136. 

466 The explanation that follows being somewhat abstruse, it may be of some use to recall the facts of the problem. 
The path of the absorptions consists of liberating oneself from the passions inherent in kamadhatu, by the four 
dhydnas and the first three samapattis as they have been defined in the preceding section. Each sphere involves nine 
categories of passions: strong-strong, strong-medium, strong-weak, medium-strong, etc. In order to pass from one 
sphere to another, it is necessary to liberate oneself from nine categories of passions. For each stage, the process 
involves nine mental actions by means of which one is detached from the passions, which is the anantaryamarga, 
and nine mental actions by means of which one takes possession of this detachment, which is the vimuktimdrga. The 
process thus involves eighteen mental actions for each sphere, and 144 mental actions for the entire eight spheres. To 
attain nirvana, it is also necessary to become liberated from the inherent passions of the ninth sphere, the fourth 
samapatti, also called the sphere of neither discrimination nor non-discrimination ( naivasamjhdndsamjndyatana ) or 
the summit of existence ( bhavdgra ). 

The absorptions can be practiced according to the worldly path ( laukikamdrga ) or the supramundane path 
( lokottaramarga). 

1. The worldly path, also called impure path ( sasravamdrga ), is followed by ordinary people (prthagjana) 
who have not ‘seen’ the truths preached by the Buddha. He is liberated from the passions in a provisional manner 
only. Then, and this is essential, the ascetic can only be liberated from the passions of one sphere by practicing the 
preliminary concentrations of the immediately higher sphere. 

Thus, in the impure path, the ascetic successively enters the eight preliminary ( sdmantaka ) absorptions 
which serve as passage-ways to the four dhyanas and the four samapattis, in order to eliminate, in turn, the passions 
of kamadhatu, the four dhydnas and the first three samapattis. Since there is no preliminary concentration above the 
fourth samapatti into which the ascetic can enter in order to destroy the passions of the fourth samapatti, he is unable 
to liberate himself of the passions of the fourth samapatti by means of the impure path. We may note that there are 
only eight preliminary concentrations: the first, serving as passage into the first dhyana, is called anagamya; the 
other seven bear the generic name of sdmantaka. The impure ( sdsrava) concentrations of the worldly path are 
described as pure (suddhaka) insofar as they are opposed to the concentrations associated with enjoyment 
(dsvdbadasamprayukta ), tainted by desire; this is a regreattable tennonology liable to trouble the reader. 
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When one is following the sasravamarga, one relies on the preliminary concentration ( sdmantaka ) of the 
level immediately above in order to abandon the passions of the lower level. When one is following the 
anasravamarga, one abandons the passions of one’s own level and those of the higher level. This is [187a] 
why, when the worldly person ( prthagjana) is in the bhavagra [fourth and last samapatti ], he does not 
succeed in freeing himself from the passions of this sphere, because [beyond it] there is no preliminary 
concentration ( sdmantaka ) leading to a higher sphere. 

When the disciple of the Buddha wishes to abandon the desires ( kdma ) and passions ( klesa) of kamadhatu, 
by means of meditation he cuts the nine categories of passions, strong ( adhimdtra ), medium ( madhya ) and 
weak ( mrdu ), namely: 1) strong-strong, 2) strong-medium, 3) strong-weak, 4) medium-strong, 5) medium- 
medium, 6) medium-weak, 7) weak-strong, 8) weak-medium, 9) weak-weak. 

Having cut these nine categories, the disciple of the Buddha can try to obtain the first dhyana by the 
sasravamarga. In this case, in the andgamya (preliminary concentration preceding the first dhyana), in the 
course of nine anantaryamargas (successive abandonments of the nine categories of passions of the lower 
level) and eight vimuktimdrgas (taking possession of these successive abandonings), he first practices the 
sasravamarga, then the sdsrava or anasravamarga. In the course of the ninth vimuktimarga, in the 
andgamya, he first practices the sasravamarga', then the sdsrava or anasravamarga of the andgamya, and 


2. The supramundane path ( lokottaramdrga ), also called pure path ( andsaravamdrga ), is followed by the 
saints (arya) endowed with pure wisdom, who have “seen” the four holy truths (dryasatya) and have understood the 
sixteen aspects (sodasakara) by reason of the four aspects of each truth (see above, p. 64IF). This path assures the 
definitive liberation of the passions and, whereas in the impure path the ascetic must enter into the preliminary 
concentration (sdmantaka) of the immediately higher sphere in order to be liberated from the passions of his own 
sphere, the saint who is following the pure path cuts the passions of his level directly without resorting to any 
sdmantaka whatsoever. Thus, having reached the fourth and last samapatti, the saint can eliminate the passions of 
this sphere by means of nine acts of detachment and nine acts of taking possession, which was impossible for the 
worldly person following the impure path. 

3. The ascetic can combine the impure and the pure path if he so wishes. This was the case for Sakyamuni. 
When he arrived in Bodhgaya under the Bodhi tree, he was still a worldly person (prthagjana ), a man who had not 
yet seen the truths. But, by means of the impure path, he had eliminated all the passions of kamadhatu of the four 
dhydnas and the first three samdpattis. Only the passions of the fourth and last samapatti remained in him, for, as we 
have seen, they cannot be destroyed by the impure path. When enlightenment occurred, Sakyamuni saw, in sixteen 
moments, the sixteen aspects (sodasakara) of the truths: this pure wisdom made his deliverance from the lower 
desires definitive. There remained in him the nine categories of passions relating to the fourth samapatti or bhavagra 
which he did by the nine mental actions of anantaryamdrga that detached him from these passions and nine mental 
actions of vimuktimarga that put him in possession of this detachment. Then Sakyamuni obtained the state of arhat, 
without any passions, in 34 moments of mind: sixteen moments for the seeing pf the truths, nine for the 
anantaryamdrga of bhavagra, nine for the vimuktimarga of the same bhavagra. At the same time, he became a 
Buddha as a result of his meritorious works. 

See a study on the path of the concentration in L. de La Vallee Poussin, Kosa, V, p. iv-xi; Morale 
bouddhique, p. 71-97. 


803 



the sasrava of the samantaka of the first dhyana. If he wishes to attain the first dhyana by way of the 
andsravamarga, he will do the same. 

If he abandons the passions of the first dhyana by means of the sasravamarga, in the samantaka of the 
second dhyana, during nine anantaryamdrgas and eight vimuktimdrgas, he first practices the sasrava of the 
samantaka of the second dhyana, then the sasravamarga of the samantaka of the second dhyana as well as 
the first andsrava dhyana and its sequel. During the ninth vimuktimdrga, in the samantaka of the second 
dhyana, he first practices the sasravamarga of the samantaka of the second dhyana, then the samantaka of 
the second dhyana, then the andsrava of the first dhyana and its sequel, the second shuddhaka or andsrava 
dhyana. 

If he abandons the passions of the first dhyana by means of the andsravamarga, during the course of nine 
anantaryamdrgas and eight vimuktimdrgas, he first practices the andsravamarga of his own level, the 
sasrava or andsrava of the first dhyana and its sequel. In the course of the ninth vimuktimdrga, he first 
practices the andsravamarga of his own level, then the sasrava or andsravamarga of the first dhyana and 

its sequel. 

It is the same in the practice of the other concentrations from the second suddhaka or andsrava dhyana up 
to the abandonment that characterizes the dkimcanydyatana. In the abandonment that characterizes the 
naivasamjnandsamjndyatana, during the nine dnanataryamdrgas and eight vimuktimdrgas, he practices 
just the universal andsravamarga. In the course of the ninth vimuktimdrga, he practices the roots of good of 
the threefold world ( traidhdtukakusalamula ) and the andsravamarga-, thus he drives out absorption without 
mind ( acittakasamdpatti ). 




[Developent of the dhyanas], - There are two types of development: 

i ) development by acquisition, ii) development by practice. Development by acquisition is to obtain now 
what one had not earlier obtained; later one will cultivate the thing itself and its general complement. 
Development by practice is to cultivate at present that which one had earlier obtained; but later one will not 
cultivate the complements. These are the different developments in the course of the dhyanas and the 
samdpattis. 




[Types of concentration ]. - In brief, the characteristic traits ( nimitta ) of the dhyanas and the samdpattis are 
twenty-three in number: eight concentrations of enjoyment (dsvddana), eight pure ( suddhaka ) 
concentrations and seven andsrava concentrations. 
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[Causes and conditions in the concentrations ]. - There are six kinds of causes ( hetu ): 1) associated causes 
(samprayuktaka), 2) mutual cause ( sahabhu ), 3) similar cause ( sabhdga ), 4) universal cause ( sarvatraga ), 
5) ripening cause ( vipdka ), 6) nominal cause ( ndmahetu ). 467 Taken one by one, the seven anasrava are 
similar [187b] causes; the associated and mutual causes, the previous ‘dhyana of enjoyment’ and its causes, 
the subsequent ‘dhyana of enjoyment’ and its causes go in the same level. It is the same for the suddhaka 
dhydnas. 

The four conditions (pratyaya ) are: 1) the causal condition (, hetupratyaya ), 2) the antecedent equal and 
immediate condition ( samanantarapratyaya ), 3) the object condition (dlamabanapmtyaya). 4) the 
governing condition ( adhipatiprataya ): 468 

1) The causal condition has been explained above [in the examination of the six causes]. 

2) [In regard to the antecedent condition, we will make the following comments]: 469 
The first anasrava dhyana can produce after itself six concentrations: 

1-2) suddhaka and andsarava concentration of the first dhyana', 3-6 ) suddhaka and anasrava concentration 
of the second and third dhyana. 

The second anasrava dhyana can produce after itself eight concentrations: 

1-2) suddhaka and anasrava concentration of the same level; 3-4) suddhaka and anasrava concentration of 
the first dhyana', 5-8) suddhaka and anasrava concentration of the third and fourth dhyana. 

The third anasrava dhyana can produce after itself ten concentrations: 

1-2) two concentrations of the same level; 3-6) four concentrations of the two lower levels; 7-10) four 
concentrations of the two higher levels. 

The fourth dhyana and the dkdsdnanatydyatana also [can produce after themselves ten concentrations.] 

The anasrava vijhdndnantydyatana can produce after itself nine concentrations: 1-2) two concentrations of 
the same level; 3-6) four concentrations of the two lower levels; 7-9) three concentrations of the two higher 
levels, [namely, suddhaka and anasrava concentration of the dkimcanya, suddhaka of the 
naivasamjhdndsamjhdyatana]. 

The anasrava dkimchanydyatana can produce after itself seven concentrations: 1-2) two concentrations of 
the same level; 3-6) four concentrations of the two lower levels; 7) one concentration of the higher level, 
[namely, the suddhaka concentrations of the naivasamjhdndsamjhdyatana ]. 

467 The six causes in Kosa, II, p. 245 seq. 

468 The four conditions in Kosa, II, p. 299 seq. 

469 The successive arisings of the concentrations is treated in the same way in Kosa, VIII, p. 167-168. 
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The naivasamjnanayatana can produce after itself six concentrations: 

1-2) two concentrations of the same level; 3-6) four concentrations of the two lower levels. 

It is the same for the suddhaka concentrations. 

Moreover, these concentrations increaseall the delight (dsvddana ) of their own level: immediately after the 
delight of the first dhyana, there follows the delight of the second, and so on up to the 
naivasamjndndsamndyatana. 

3. [In regard to the object condition, 470 we may note that] the suddhaka and anasrava dhydnas always have 
as object (alambana) the dhyana of delight; they are concerned with the enjoyment of their own level; they 
are also concerned with pure desire (visuddhatrsnd). As they do not have a stainless object, they are not 
concerned with the anasrava. 

The fundamental non-material concentrations ( maularupyasamapatti ), suddhaka and anasrava, are not 
concerned with the sdsrava of the lower levels. 

4. As nominal cause ( ndmahetu) and governing cause ( adhipatipratyaya ), the dhydnas enter into: 

a. the four boundless ones (apramanacitta), 71 

b. the [first] three liberations (vimoksa), 12 

c. the eight spheres of domination (abhibhvayatana), 1 

d. the [first] eight spheres of totality ( krtsndyatana ), those that are concerned with kamadhatu, 474 

e. the [first] five superknowledges ( abhijhd) are concerned with kama- and rupadhatu. 475 

The other concentrations are each adapted to its own object; the samjndvedayitanirodhasamapatti has no 
object. 




4711 For the object of the dhyanas and the samapattis, see detail in Kosa, VIII, p. 176-177. 

471 The four apramanas are the four brahmaviharas mentioned above, Traite, I, p. 163. - Detailed study in Kosa, 
VIII, p. 196-203. 

472 There are eight vimoksamukhas, described in a sutra quoted in full in the Kosavyakhya, p. 688; only the first 
three belong to the dhydnas, the other five fall within the samapattis', cf. Kosa, VIII, p. 204-210. 

473 All eight abhibhvayatanas belong to the dhyanas; cf. Kosa, VIII, p. 212-213. 

474 There are ten krtsnayatanas, the first eight being concerned respectively eith water, fire, wind, blue, yellow, rws 
and white, belonging to the four dhyanas, bearing upon space and vi 

475 There are six abhijhas; the first five, which have been described above ( Traite, p. 328-333F), rely on the four 
dhyanas; the sixth, called knowledge of the cessation of the vices (asravaksayajhana), belongs only to the arhat: cf. 
Kosa, VII, p. 98-115. 
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[Perfecting the dhydnas], - In all four dhydnas, there is the principle of perfecting ( vardhanadharma ). By 
perfecting the sdsrava by means of the anasrava, mastery of the mind ( cetovasita ) of the fourth dhydna is 
obtained. By means of the fourth anasrava dhydna, the fourth sdsrava dhydna is perfected. Similarly the 
third, second, and first dhydna can perfect the sdsrava of their own level by means of the anasrava of the 
same level. 

Question. - What is the perfecting of the dhydna called? 

Answer. - The saints (diya) are pleased with the anasrava concentration and do not like the sdsrava', at the 
time of abandoning the passions ( vairdgya ), the suddhaka and sdsrava dhydnas displease them and when 
they are obtained, they try to eliminate the impurities: they resort to the anasrava to perfect them. Just as 
melting rids the gold ore from its dross, so the anasrava perfects the sdsrava. From the anasrava dhydna, 
one enters into the suddhaka dhydna, and the repetition of this practice constitutes a kind of melting. 




[Prdntakotika dhydna], 7 - Among the dhydnas, there is one that reaches the summit (prdntakota ). What is 
meant by summit? There are two kinds of arhat: the arhat capable of regressing (parihdnadharma ) and the 
arhat incapable of regressing ( aparihdnadharma ). The arhat incapable of regressing who has attained 
mastery ( vasita ) over all the profound dhyanas and samapattis is able to produce the prdntakotidhydna; 
possessing this dhydna, he is able to transform [187c] his longevity into wealth and wealth into longevity. 




[Pranidhijndna, etc.] - Among the concentrations, there are also the knowledge resulting from resolve 
(pranidhijndna ), the four infallible knowledges ( pratisamvid ) and the concentration preventing anyone 
from harming you ( arandsamddhi ). 

Pranidhijndna 477 If he wishes to know the objects of the threefold world, he knows them according to,his 
wish. The pranidhijndna is of two levels, kamadhatu and the fourth dhydna. 

The four pratisamvids. 47 - The infallible knowledge of teaching ( dharmapratisamvid ) and that of the voice 
(niruktipratisamvid) are of two levels, kamadhatu and the first dhydna', the other two pratisamvids, [of 
things ( artha ) and of eloquence (pratibhdna )] are of nine levels: kamadhatu, four dhydnas and four 
drupyasamdpattis. 


476 The prdntakotika is none other than the fourth dhydna taken to its maximum. It is defined in Kosa, VII, p. 95-96. 

477 Pranidhijndna, in Kosa, VII, p. 88-89. 

478 Pratisamvid, in Kosa, VII, p. 89-94. 
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Aranasamadhi 479 is a concentration preventing someone from harming you. It is of five levels, kamadhatu 
and four dhyanas. 




[.Acquiring the dhyanas] 4 . - Question. - Does the acquisition of the dhyanas involve other modalities? 

Answer. - The absorptions of delight (dsvddanasamdpatti) are acquired by birth ( upapatti ) or by regression 
(hdni ). The pure ( suddhaka) dhyanas are acquired by birth or by abandonment ( vairdgya ). The andsrava 
concentrations are acquired by abandonment or by regression. 

The andsrava concentrations of nine levels, namely, the four dhyanas, the [first] three drupyasamdpattis, 
the andgamya and the dhydndnantam are able to cut the fetters ( samyojana ). Actually, the andgamya and 
the dhydndnantara are associated with the sensation of equanimity ( upeksendriya ). 




[Creation minds]. 44 ' - When a person possesses a dhydna, he also possesses the creation minds 
(nirmanacitta ) of the lower levels. In the first dhyana he thus possesses two nirmdnacittas , that of the first 
dhydna and also that of kamadhatu; in the second dhydna, three; in the third, four; in the fourth, five 
nirmdnacittas. 

If the ascetic who is in the second, third or fourth dhyana wishes to understand, see or touch something, he 
must resort to a consciousness of Brahmaloka [i.e., of the first dhydna]', when this consciousness 
disappears, the perception stops. 

The four apramdnas, the five abhijhds, the eight vimoksas, the eight abhibhvdyatanas, the ten 
krtsndyatanas, the nine anupurvasamdpattis, the nine samjhds [of the asuhabhavand] 4 , the three 
samddhis , 3 the three vimoksas, the three andsravendriyas, the thirty-seven bodhipdksikadharmas and all 
the qualities of this type come from the virtue of dhydna', here they must be explained fully. 


4?l) Aranasamadhi, see above, Traite, I, p. 4F, n. 1; Kosa, VII, p. 86-87. 

480 The three modes of acquiring the dhyanas are: birth ( upapatti ) or the transfer from one level to another after 
death; detachment ( vairdgya ) which makes the passing from a lower level to a higher level; regression {hdni) which 
causes the passing from a higher concentration to a lower concentration of the same level. The ideas developed here 
occur in the Vibhasa (cited by the Kosavyakhya, p. 678); Kosa, VIII, p. 164-167, summarizes them in the following 
karikas: Atadvan labhate suddham vairagyenopapattitah; anasravam tu vairdgyat; klistam hdnyupapattitah. 

481 The nirmdnacittas have been studied above ( Traite , I, p. 381-382F); see also Kosa, VIII, p. 115-116. 

482 They are listed in Mahavyutpatti, no. 1156-1164. 

483 The siinyatd, apranihita and animittasamadhi defined above, Traite, I, p. 321-324F. 
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V. DHYANAPARAMITA. 


Question. - You should have spoken to us about the virtue of dhyana {>dhyanaparamita ); why do you speak 
of dhyana only? 

Answer. - 1) Dhyana is the source of the virtue [of dhyana ]. By possessing dhyana, [the bodhisattva] has 
compassion for beings who, having at their disposal the many felicities resulting from the dhydnas and the 
samdpattis, do not know how to pursue them, but seek their happiness in outer things ( bahyadhanna ), 
impure and painful. The bodhisattva feels great compassion ( mahdkanmdcitta ) at this sight and makes the 
following oath: “I will act in such a way that beings obtain all the inner bliss ( adhydtmasukha ) of the 
dhydnas and samdpattis, that they may be freed from impure bliss and that, in dependence on these 
dhydnas, they finally reach the bliss characteristic of Buddhahood.” It is in this way that the dhydnas and 
samdpattis take the name of virtue. 

2) Moreover, in the dhyanas, the bodhisattva does not relish any enjoyment (dsvadana), does not seek any 
reward ( vipdka ) and does not pursue [heavenly] rebirths as reward. It is in order to tame his own mind that 
he enters into dhyana. By the skillful means of his wisdom (prajiiopdya), he will be reborn in kamadhatu in 
ordere to save beings there. Dhyana takes the name of virtue in this case. 

3) Furthermore, when the Bodhisattva has entered into his profound dhyanas and samapattis, neither gods 
nor men can know his mind ( citta ), his support (dsraya) and his object (dlambana), for this mind is not 
disturbed by what is seen, heard, thought or cognized ( drstasrutamatavijndta ). 484 Thus, in the [188a] P’i mo 
lo k’i king (Vimalaklrtinirdesasutra), Vimalaklrti explains quiescence ( pratisamlayanasdharma ) to 
Sariputra: “Do not rely on the body {kayo), do not rely on the mind (citta), do not rely on the threefold 
world ( traidhdtuka ); in the threefold world, not to obtain either body or mind is quiescence.” 485 

4) Moreover, when a person hears it said that the bliss of the dhydnas and samdpattis surpasses divine and 
human bliss, he abandons the sense pleasures ( kdmasukha ) in order to seek the dhydnas and samdpattis. 
But seeking bliss and benefit for oneself is not enough; the bodhisattva does not act in this way: it is only 
for beings that he wants to acquire loving-kindness ( maitri), compassion ( karund), purity of mind 
(cittavisuddhi) and the dhydnas of the bodhisattva who is not dissociated from beings; in dhyana, he 
produces the feelings of great compassion. Dhyana contains marvelous innermost bliss, but beings 
renounce it to seek external bliss. They are like a wealthy blind man who, not knowing and not seeing the 
many treasures that he possesses, goes out to beg his food; those who know have pity for a person who, 
having at his disposal such marvelous objects, cannot know of their existence and goes to beg from others. 


484 This expression designates all the data of sense and mental experience; cf. DTgha, III, p. 135, 232; Suttanipata, v. 
1086, 1122; Itivuttaka. P. 121; Cullaniddesa, p. 156; Kosa, IV, p. 160. 

485 Vimalaklrtinirdesa, tr. by Tche k’ien, T 474, k. 1, p. 521c; tr. by Kumarajlva, 

T 475, k. 1, p. 539c. - On this sutra, see above, Traite, I, p. 515F, n. 2. 
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In the same way, beings possess in their minds the bliss of the dhyanas and samapattis; but unable to 
actualize them, they turn to seek outer bliss. 

5) Moreover, the Bodhisattva understands the true nature of dharmas, and so, when he has entered into 
dhydna , his mind is at peace ( ksema ), and he is not attached to enjoyment (dsvadana). Heretics, even in 
dhydna and samdpatti, do not have their minds at peace and, as they do not know the true nature of 
dharmas, they are attached to the enjoyment of the dhydna. 

Question. - However, the arhats and pratyekabuddhas are not attached to enjoyment either; why do they 
not possess the virtue of dhydna [like the bodhisattva]? 

Answer. - Even though they are not attached to enjoyment, the arhats and pratyekabuddhas are without 
great compassion ( mahdkarund) and consequently they do not possess the virtue of dhydna. Furthermore, 
they cannot practice all the dhyanas completely, whereas the bodhisattva is able to do so: whether these 
dhyanas are coarse ( sthula ) or subtle ( suksma ), great or small, profound or lowly, whether they concern an 
inner or an outer object, the bodhisattva practices them all completely. This is why the concentration of the 
bodhisattvas is called dhydnapdramitd whereas those of other men is just called dhydna. 

6) Moreover, the tlrthikas, sravakas aand bodhisattvas acquire all the dhyanas and samapattis. There are 
three kinds of faults in the tlrthika dhydna : attachment to enjoyment (dsvddandbhinivesa), wrong view 
(mithyadrsti) and pride ( abhimdna ). In the sravaka dhydna, loving-kindness ( maitri ) and compassion 
(,karund ) are slight; they do not have at their disposal a knowledge in regard to the Dharma sufficiently 
sharp as to progressively penetrate the true nature of dharmas; being exclusively interested in their own 
selves, they destroy the lineage of Buddhas [within themselves]. In the bodhisattva dhydna there are no 
defects; wishing to unite all the attributes of Buddha, they do not forget beings during the dhydna and they 
endlessly extend their kindness even to insects. 

[ Kindness of Sahkhdcdiya towards animals ]. 48 - Thus the Buddha Sakyamuni, in a previous lifetime, was 
a rsi with a conch-shaped head-dress ( sahkhasikhd ) named Chang cho li (Sankhacarya). He was always 
practicing the fourth dhydna'. interrupting his respiration (dndpdna), seated under a tree, he remained 
immobile. Seeing him in this posture, a bird mistook him for a piece of wood and laid her eggs ( anda ) in 
his top-knot ( sikhd). When the bodhisattva awoke from his dhydna and noticed that he had birds’ eggs on 
his head, he said to himself: “If I move, the mother will not come back, and if the mother does not [188b] 
return, the eggs will spoil.” Therefore he went back into dhydna and came out only when the nestlings were 
ready to fly away. 

7) Moreover, except for the bodhisattva, other people cannot be introduced into the dhyanas with a mind of 
kamadhatu; 487 the bodhisattva who is practicing the dhydnapdramitd is able to enter into dhyana with a 
mind of kamadhatu. Why? Because from lifetime to lifetime, the bodhisattva has cultivated the qualities 
( guna ) and thus his fetters ( samyojana ) are slight and his mind soft and tender ( mrdutaruna ). 


See above, Traite. I, p. 266, n. 2. 

487 Before entering into the first dhydna, it is necessary to enter into the anagamya and abandon the passions of 
kamadhmatu. 
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8) Moreover, other people eliminate the passions ( vairdgya ) by means of a knowledge concerned with the 
general characters of things ( sdmdnyalaksana ), such as seeing the transitory ( anitya ), painful (, duhkha ) 
impure ( asubha ) nature. The bodhisattva, by contrast, has eliminated the passions by analysis of the 
specific characteristics ( bhinnalaksana ). 

[T77e KimnarT and the five hundred rfis]. 488 - Thus, five hundred rsis who, while flying about, heard the 
song of a Tchen t’o lo niu (Kimnari); their minds became enraptured; they lost the bases of all their 
miraculous powers (rddhipdda) and fell to earth all at once. 

[Druma’s action on the sravakas], - Some sravakas heard T’ouen louen mo (Drama), king of the Kin t’o 
Jo (Kimnara) playing the lute, singing and praising the Buddha according to the true nature of dharmas. 
Then Mount Sumem and all the trees shook; the great disciples of the Buddha, Mahakasyapa, etc., were 
unable to sit still on their seats. The bodhisattva T’ien siu asked Mahakasyapa: “You are very old and the 
foremost among those who observe the dhutas; why cannot you control your mind and keep still?” 
Mahakasyapa answered: “My mind would never be disturbed by pleasures divine or human; but here there 
are marvelous sounds, the reward for immense merits of this bodhisattva; when he produces these sounds 
by metamorphosis ( nirmdna ), there is no means to resist. When the winds of the eight directions arise, they 
are unable to shake Mount Mem; but when the P’i lan wind (Vairambhavayu) 490 comes at the end of the 
kalpa, it blows away Mount Mem like straw. “ 

This is why we know that the bodhisattva succeeds in eliminating his passions by the vision of the specific 
characteristics of all dharmas. All other people obtain only the dhydnas themselves, but do not obtains the 
dhydnapdramitd. 

9) Moreover, other people know the mind of entry into concentration ( dhydnapravesacitta ) of a bodhisattva 
and the mind of leaving the concentration ( dhydnavyutthdnacitta ), but cannot cognize the mind of the 
bodhisattva in the course of the concentration ( dhydnasthiticitta): they are ignorant of its object 
(dlambana), its extent and depth of the dharmas that it cognizes. If the arhats and pratyekabuddhas are 
unable to know this mind, what can be said of other men? It is like the elephant ( gajaraja ) that crosses the 
river: its footprints are visible when it enters the water and when it comes out, but when it is in the water, 
nothing can be seen. When someone has obtained the first dhydna, those who already possess the first 
dhydna know it, but they do not know [the mind] of the bodhisattva entered into the first dhydna. Those 
who possess the second dhyana know even more clearly the mind of the person who has obtained the first 
dhydna, but they do not know the mind of the bodhisattva who has entered into the first dhydna. It is the 
same up to the naivasamjndndsamjnayatana. 


See above, p. 994f. 

489 Episode told in the Dramakimnararajaparipriccha: see references above, Traite, I, p 615F, n. 2. - Here the Mpps 
presents Drama as king of the Kimnaras; above he was presented as king of the Gandharvas (cf. Traite, I, p. 609F, n. 
4). 

4911 For this wind, see above, Traite, I, p. 559F, n. 1. 
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10) Furthermore, in the course of the concentration of the leap ( vyutkrdntakasamddhi ), 491 the ascetic jumps 
from the first dhydna to the third, from the third dhydna to dkdsdntydyatana, from dkdsdntydyatana to 
akimcanydyatana. In the Vehicles of the sravakas and the pratyekabuddha, one can leap thus over one level 
but not over two. But the bodhisattva who has mastery over leaping is able, on leaving the first dhyana, to 
jump to the third dhyana, - which is normal, - but he may also leap directly to either the fourth or to one of 
the four samdpattis: dkdsa, vijndna, akimcanya or naivasamjnanasamjnayatana, or into the 
samjnavedayitanirodhasamapatti. On leaving the samjnavedayitanirodhasamdpatti, the bodhisattva enters 
into either the akimcanydyatana, or the vijndna, or the dkdsdyatana, or finally into dhydnas 4 to 1; 
sometimes he leaps over one level, sometimes over two and sometimes even over nine. On the other hand, 
the sravaka cannot leap over more than one level. Why? Because his wisdom (prajnd), his qualities (guna), 
the power of his concentration are slight. The sravaka and the bodhisattva are like two kinds of lions 
(simha), the yellow lion and the white-maned lion: although the yellow lion can jump, he cannot jump as 
well as the royal white-maned lion. It is for all these reasons that we distinguish a dhydnapdramitd. 

11) Furthermore, at the time that the bodhisattva, always steady in dhydna, concentrates his mind, is not 
moved, he produces neither examination (vitarka) nor judgment ( vihdra ), yet he still addresses himself to 
all the beings in the ten directions, preaches the Dharma to them in immense sounds ( paramanasvara ) and 
converts them. This is called dhydnapdramitd. 

Question. - However, a sutra says: “Having first examined and judged, then one is able to preach the 
Dharma.” 49 ’ But having entered into dhydna, one is without vitarka and vicdra [which necessarily precedes 
speech]; therefore one can no longer preach the Dharma. Why do you say that the bodhisattva, constantly 
resting in dhydna, no longer producing examination or judgment, preached the Dharma to beings? 

Answer. - The person in samsara, having entered into dhydna, must at first resort to vitarka and vicdra of 
speech in order to be able later to preach the Dharma. But the dharmakaya Bodhisattva, who has stripped 
off the body of transmigrtion ( samsdrakdya ), cognizes all dharmas, is always in accord with the images of 
concentration ( dhydnasamdpattinimitta ) and perceives no contradiction; this dharmakaya Bodhisattva, 
transforming his immense body, preaches the Dharma to beings, although his mind remains without 
concept (nirvikalpa). 


491 According to the AtthasalinI, p. 187 (tr. Tin, Expositor , I, p. 251), commented on by Visuddhimagga, II, p. 374, 
there are four ways of traveling though the successive concentrations (four dhydnas, four arupyasamdpattis, and 
nirodhasamapatti ); in ascending order (jhdndnulomato ), in descending order (jhdnapatilomato ), in ascending then 
descending order (jhandnulomapatilomato ), or leaping over a level (jhanukkatito ). The last method is described in 
Sanskrit as the concentration of the leap ( vyutkrdntakasamdpatti): see Kosa, II, p. 210; VIII, p. 173; Mahavyut., no. 
1496. 

492 A well-known phrase, cited in Majjhima, I, p. 301; Samyutta, IV, p. 193; Tsa a han, T 99, no. 568, k. 21, p. 
150a28-29: Pubbe kho vitakketvd vocaretvdpacchd vacant bhindati. - The corresponding Sanskrit formula seems to 
have been: Vitarkya vicatya vacant bhasate navitarkya navicarya : cf. Kosa, II, p. 174, n. 3; VII, p. 93; 
Kosavyakhya, II, p. 139,1. 10; Arthaviniscaya, p. 557. 
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Thus, the lute of the asuras constantly produces sounds and plays at will without anyone plucking it. This 
lute has neither a distracted mind {viksiptacitta) nor a concentrated mind ( samgrhitacitta ), for it constitutes 
a reward for the asuras’ merits ( asurapunyavipakaja ); it produces its sounds according to people’s wish. It 
is the same for the dharmakaya Bodhisattva: he is without concept ( vikalpa ), free from distractions 
( viksiptacitta ), without [vitarka and vicdra, the] factors of preaching ( dharmadesandnimitta ); but as a result 
of his immense merits ( apramdnacitta ), his concentration and his wisdom, he produces the many sounds of 
the Dharma ( ndndvidhadhannasvara ) in conformity with the needs of people {yathdyogam ). The miserly 
man ( matsarin ) hears a sermon on generosity (ddna); the lustful, the angry, the lazy, the distracted and the 
foolish hear, respectively, a sermon on morality {sila), patience {ksdnti), exertion (vfiya), dhydna, and 
wisdom ( prajnd ). Having heard this sermon, each goes back home and gradually finds deliverance by 
means of the three Vehicles ( ydnatraya ). 

12) Furthermore, the bodhisattva knows that all dharmas, distraction {viksepd) as well as concentration 
{samdpatti) are free of duality ( advaya ). Other men chase away distraction in order to seek concentration. 
How? They become impatient with distraction and develop attachment to concentration. 
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[189a] [Udraka, or immoderate attachment to concentration ]. 4 - Thus, the rsi Yu t’o lo k’ie (Udraka) who 


493 This Udraka is certainly the Udraka Ramaputra who taught Gautama the path of naivasamjhanasamjhayatana; 
finding this teaching inadequate, the future Buddha abandoned it (cf. Majjhima, I, p. 165 seq.; 240 seq.; Jataka, I, p. 
66; Dhammapadattha, I, p. 85; Mahavastu, II, p. 119, 200; Divyavdana, p. 392; Lalitavistara, p. 243-245;). However, 
when the Buddha attained enlightenment and decided to preach the Dharma, he first thought of teaching his former 
master whom he judged capable of understanding it; but a god informed him that Udraka was dead and had taken 
birth in the naivasamjhanasamjnayatana (Vinaya, I, p. 7; Jataka, I, p. 81; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 14, p. 618b; Wou 
fen liu, T 1421, k. 15, p. 104a; Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 32, p. 787b; Mahavastu, III, p. 322; Lalitavistara, p. 403). 

The story that the Mpps devotes to Udraka tells us that this ascetic took rebirth in the sphere of neither 
discrimination nor non-discrimination before falling into hell. The text of the Mpps is reproduced without any 
changes in the King liu yi sinag, T 2121, k. 39, p. 208b. A more detailed version of the same story occurs in the 
Vibhasa in 60 scrolls, T 1546, k. 32, p. 237b (reproduced in T 2121, k. 39, p. 208c-209a) and in the Vibhasa in 200 
scrolls, T 1545, k. 61, p. 314c-315a. Here is the translation of the latter source, by which the Mpps was probably 
inspired: 

Once there was a rsi named Mong Hi tseu (cf. Rosenberg, Vocabulary , p. 319: Udraka Ramaputra); he was 
invited at meal-time by king Cheng kiun (Prasenajit) and, mounted on his power of abhijna, he flew like a royal 
swan ( rajahamsa ) to the palace. The king himself received him, placed him on a golden bed, burned incense, threw 
flowers, served him with delicious foods with many courtesies. The meal finished, the rsi put away his bowl, made 
his ablutions and, having blessed the king, returned flying through space. One day the king wished to go abroad for 
state reasons; he thought: “When I am gone, who will welcome the rsi in my place? Having a violent nature, the rsi 
will curse me ( sapayati ) and make me lose my throne; or else he will take my life; or else again, he will kill my 
subjects.” The king then spoke to his young wife: “When I am gone, would you be able to entertain the rsi in place 
of me?” His wife replied that she could. The king insistently recommended his wife to honor the rsi according to the 
usual rules and then went away to take care of the business of the kingdom. 

The next day when meal-time approached, the rsi, flying through the air, came to the palace; the king’s 
wife received him and placed him on the golden bed. The rsi’s renunciation ( vairagya ) was incomplete, and when he 
felt the woman’s gentle touch, he lost his abhijhas. He took his meal as usual, went on to perfonn his ablutions and 
pronounced the blessing; but when he tried to rise up into the air, he noticed that he could no longer fly. 

The rsi withdrew into the king’s garden trying to regain his fonner powers; but as he heard all kinds of n 
oises, cries of elephants, horses, etc., he reached no success. The rsi knew that at SravastI the people thought that, if 
a great rsi trod on the ground, all should pay homage {pujd ) to him by taking hold of his feet (padabhivandana ). 
Pretending to false claim, the rsi said to the queen: “Announce in the city that today a rsi will go out of this city 
treading on the ground, and that everything necessary should be done.” The queen obeyed this order and at this news 
all the citizens cleaned the cityof fragments of tiles and refuse, sprinkled and cleaned the city, hung rows of banners, 
burned incense, decorated it with flowers and played music: the setting and wealth equaled that of a city of the gods. 
Then the rsi left the city on foot and, not far away, entered into a forest. He wanted to regain his powers, but when he 
heard the cries of the birds, he was distracted and did not succeed. Then he left the forest and came to the edge of a 
river; there too he heard the naga fish jumping about, and his mind, being disturbed by all these sounds, he could not 
practice. Then he climbed a mountain, saying to himself: “If I have fallen from my good qualities, it is as a result of 
beings; since I have otherwise observed the precepts (slla) and asceticism ( duskaracarya ), I would like to become a 
winged fox: everything that goes in the water, on earth or in the air will not escape me.” After he had made this vow 
(pranidhana ), his wrath ( visacitta ) weakened a bit and, soon afterwards, he was able to eliminate the passions of the 
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[possessed the five superkknowledges ( abhijna), each day flew to the palace of the king where he took his 
meal. The king and queen, according to the custom of the land, greeted him by [placiing their head at his 
feet (pddau sirasabhivandana). The queen having touched him with her hand, the rsi lost his abhijnas. 
[Unable to fly,] he asked the king for a chariot and drove away. Returning home, he went into a forest and 
tried to retrieve his five abhijnas. The concentration returned, but as he was about to regain the abhijnas, a 
bird perched on a tree suddenly began to sing and distracted him. Udraka then left the forest and went to the 
shore of a lake is search of concentration; there too he heard some fish that were fighting and disturbing the 
water. Not finding the concentration that he wanted, the rsi became angry and said: “I would like to kill 
every last fish and every last bird.” Long afterwards, by the power of meditation, he regained samapatti and 
[after his death] he was reborn in the sphere of neither discrimination nor non-discrimination 
(naivasamjndndsamjndyatana ). When his life was over, he was reborn as a flying fox and he killed all the 
fish and birds that he encountered. Having committed innumerable crimes, he fell into the three unfortunate 
destinies ( durgati ). This [sad fate] was caused by his attachment to the dhydnas and samapattis. It will be 
the same for heretics [immoderately attached to the dhydnas ]. 

[.Punishment of a bhiksu who confused dhyana and fruits of the Path]. 494 - Among the disciples of the 
Buddha, there was a bhiksu who, possessing the four dhyanas, conceived great pride (, abhimana ) therefrom: 
he claimed from that very fact to have obtained the four [fruits of the] Path. He said: “By the first dhyana, 
srotaapanna is obtained; by the second, sakrddgamin; by the third, anagamin ; and by the fouth, arhat.” 
Based thereon, he stopped and made no further progress on the Path. About to die, he saw the [five] 
aggregtes ( skandha ) present in the four dhydnas ; 495 he produced a wrong view ( mithyddrsti ) and claimed 
that nirvana does not exist and that the Buddha was mistaken; by this error, he lost the aggregates of the 
four dhyanas. Then he saw the aggregates related to Avici hell and, his life being over, he was reborn in 
Avici hell. 


[first] eight levels; as a result he was reborn in the sphere of neither diescrimination nor non-discrimination 
0 naivasamjndndsamjndyatana) which is the absorption of the summit of existence ( bhavdgra) and the door to the 
immortal ( amrtadvdra ). For 80,000 kalpas he enjoyed the bliss of retreat; but when the retribution of his actions and 
his life-span (dyus ) were exhausted, he was reborn here below in a hermitage ( tapovana ); he had the body of a fox 
and his two wings were each fifty yojanas wide; with this huge body, he tormented all classes of beings and nothing 
that moved in the air, in the water or on earth could escape him. When his life was over, he fell into Avici hell where 
he suffered all these torments that are so difficult to escape. 

494 I [Lamotte] am unaware of the source of this sutra. We may only note that the Brahmajalasutta (DIgha, I, p. 37) 
condemns as heretics those who claim that it is enough to enter into the dhydnas to obtain “supreme nirvana in this 
visible world” (paramaditthadhammanibbdna). - A young man, native of Mathura and disciple of Upagupta, 
committed the same harmful error of identifying the four dhyanas with the four fruits of the Path, srotadpattiphala, 
etc.; in the course of a series of events evoked by his teacher, he had to account for the fact that the practice of the 
dhyanas did not assure him any fruit of the Path: cf. A yu wang tchouan, T 2042, k. 6, p. 125c-126a (tr. Przyluski, 
Asoka, p. 390); Ayu wang king, T 2043, k. 10, p,167c. 

495 Actually, the five skandhas are present in the dhydnas and, after death, go on to new existences; in the 
drupyasamdpatti, four skandhas are present, for rupa is lacking. Nirvana alone entails the disappearance of all the 
skandhas of existence; cf. Samyutta, I, p. 136; sabbasankhdrasamatho nibbdnam. 
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The bhiksus questioned the Buddha: “Where did this forest-dwelling bhiksu take rebirth when his life was 
over?” The Buddha told them: “This man has taken rebirth in Avici hell.” Frightened and astounded, the 
bhiksus continued: “This man was practicing the dhyanas and observed the discipline ( sila ); what is the 
cause of it?” The Buddha answered: “This bhiksu was very proud; as he possesssed the four dhyanas, he 
claimed to have obtained the four [fruits] of the Path. When he came to the end of his life and saw the 
skandhas of the four dhyanas, he fell into wrong view and claimed that nirvana does not exist. ‘How is it’, 
he said, ‘that I am an arhat and here I am returning to new existencs ( punarbhava ); the Buddha is an 
impostor!’. It was then that he saw the skandhas, relating to Avici hell and, his life being over, he took 
rebirth in Avici hell.” Then the Buddha pronounced this stanza: 


By knowledge, morality and dhyana 

One does not obtain the stainless ( andsrava ) Element. 

Even if one possesses these qualities, 

The result, however, is not assured. 


The bhiksu therefore underwent the suffering of the unfortunate destinies. This is why we know that by 
grasping the characteristic marks of distraction ( viksepanimittodgrahana ), the affliction of anger, etc., 
(i dvesdsiklesa ), can be produced, and that by grasping the characteristic marks of concentration, attachment 
(i abhinivesa ) is experienced. The bodhisattva does not perceive either the characteristic marks of distraction 
or of concentration, for distraction and concentration have only one and the same characteristic 
( ekanimitta ): this is what [189b] is called dhydnapdramitd. 

In the first dhyana, desires ( kdma ) are expelled, the obstacles ( nfvarana ) are chased away and the mind is 
fixed one-pointedly. But because of his keen senses ( tiksnendriya ), wisdom (prajnd) and insight 
(samanupasyana), the bodhisattva does not have to detach himself from the five obstacles nor grasp the 
images of the dhyanas and samdpattis, since all dharmas are empty by nature ( laksanasunya ). Why does he 
not have to detach himself from the five obstacles? 

The first of these obstacles, envy ( kdmacchanda ), is neither internal (ddhydtmika) nor external ( bahirdhd) 
nor both. 4% If it were internal, it would not depend on an external object to arise. If it were external, it 
would not trouble the Self. If it were both, it would be nowhere. - Neither can it come from the preceding 
lifetime ( purvajanman ), for all dharmas are without origin; a baby has no envy; if it had envy in the 
previous lifetime, it would still have a little; therefore we know that envy does not come from the previous 
lifetime. - It does not go on to the next lifetime ( aparajanman ); it does not come from the directions ( dis-)\ 
it does not exist by itself eternally; it does not occur either in a part of the body or in the whole body or in 
both places at once; it does not come from the five sense objects (rajas) and does not go to the five 
emotions; there is no place that it arises and no place that it perishes. - It is wrong that envy has a previous. 


496 For these alternatives to be rejected back to back, see above, Traite, I, p. 361F. 
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later or simultaneous birth. Why? If birth existed before and envy later, there would be no arising of envy 
since envy did not exist. If the arising existed later and the envy before, the arising would have no 
substrate. If the two were simultaneous, there would be neither something that arose nor place of birth, for 
between the thing that is born and the place of birth, any difference would have been suppressed. - Finally, 
there is neither identity nor difference between envy and the envier. Why? Because the envier does not 
exist apart from the envy, and the envy does not exist outside of the envier. Therefore envy arises only from 
a complex of causes and conditions ( hetnpratyayasdmagri ). Now, dharmas arisen from such a complex are 
empty of self nature ( svabhdvasunya). Therefore there is neither identity nor difference between envy and 
envier. For all these reasons, the arising of envy is impossible. Dharmas that are without birth ( anutpanna ) 
are also without cessation ( aniruddha ). As they are without birth or cessation, concentration and distraction 
do not exist. Thus we see that the obstacle of envy (, kdmacchandamvarana ) is one with the dhyana, and 
that it is the same for the other obstacles. In possession of the true nature of dharmas, we hold the five 
obstacles to be non-existent; we know then that the true nature of the obstacles is mingled with the true 
nature of the dhydnas and that the true nature of dhyana is the five desires ( kdma ), the five obstacles 
(nivarana). The bodhisattva knows that the five desires, the five obstacles, the dhyanas and the samapattis 
have all the same nature ( ekalaksana ) and are without support ( andsraya ): to enter concentration in this 
way is dhydnapdmmitd. 

13) Furthermore, by practicing the dhydnaparamita, the bodhisattva lends his support to the other five 
paramitas: this is dhydnaparamita. 

[189c] 14) Furthermore, the bodhisattva who, thanks to dhydnaparamita has mastered the superknowledges 
(i abhijhd ), in one moment of thought and without going into absorption, is able to pay homage (puja ) to the 
Buddhas of the ten directions with flowers (puspa ), incense ( gandha ), jewels ( mani ) and all kinds of 
sfferings. 

15) Moreover, the Bodhisattva, by the power of his dhydnaparamita, transforms his body in innumerable 
ways, enters into the five destinies and converts beings there by means of the Dharma of the three Vehicles 
( ydnatraya ). 

16) Furthermore, entering into the dhydnaparamita, the bodhisattva expels the bad [desires] and bad 
dharmas and enters [into the nine concentrations], from the first dhyana up to 
naivasamjhhdndsamjhdyatana. His mind, disiciplined and supple, practices great loving-kindness 
(mahamaitri) and great compassion ( mahdkarund) in each of these concentrations; as a result of this 
loving-kindness and compassion, he eradicates the errors committed during innumerable kalpas; as he has 
obtained the knowledge of the true nature of dharmas, he is commemorated by the Buddhas and the great 
bodhisattvas. 

17) Furthermore, entering into dhydnaparamita , the bodhisattva, by means of his divine eye ( divyachaksus) 
contemplates beings plunged into the five destinies of the ten directions; he sees those who have taken birth 
in rupadhatu taste the enjoyments (dsvddana ) of the dhydnas and then return into an animal destiny 
( tiiyagoni ) and undergo all kinds of sufferings; he sees the gods of kamadhatu in the rivers of seven jewels 
taking their pleasure among flowers and perfumes and they fall into the hell of excrement ( hmapaniraya)'. 


817 



he sees wise men ( bahusruta) and men learned in the worldly sciences ( laukikajnana ) who are incapable of 
finding the Path fall into the rank of pigs or sheep, without discernment. These various beings thus 
exchange great happiness for great suffering, great benefit for great ruin, a noble state for a lowly state. The 
bodhisattva experiences feelings of compassion for these beings which increase little by little until he 
realizes great compassion (mahakaruna); he does not spare even his life and, in the interest of beings, he 
practices exertion (virya) diligently and seeks Buddhahood. 

18) Finally, the absence of distraction and enjoyment is called dhydnapdramitd. Thus the Buddha said to 
Sariputra: “The bodhisattva dwelling in the virtue of wisdom must fullfil the virtue of dhyana by being 
based on the non-existence of distraction and enjoyment.” (P.P. sutra, above, p. 984F; bodhisattvena 
mahasattvena prajndpdramitdydm sthitvd dhydnapdramitd paripurayitavyd aviksepanatdm andsvadanatdm 
updddya). 

Question. - What is distraction ( viksepa )? 

Answer. - There are two kinds of distraction, subtle ( suksma) and coarse ( sthula ). 

Subtle distraction is of three types according to whether it abounds in attachment (dsahgabahula), pride 
(i abhimdnabahula ) or wrong view (, drstibahula ). What is abounding in attachment? Flaving obtained the 
bliss of concentration, the ascetic’s mind becomes attached to it and he enjoys the taste (dsvddana). - What 
is abounding in pride? Flaving obtained the concentration, the ascetic tells himself that he has attained a 
very difficult thing and praises himself (dtmdnam utkarsayati). - What is abounding in wrong view? This is 
to enter into concentration with the wrong view of the self (atmadrsti), etc.; to make distinctions 
( pravibhdga ) and grasp at characteristics ( nimittodgrahana ) saying: “This is true, the rest is false” (idam 
evasaccam mogham ahiian ti). These three distractions are subtle distractions. Because of that, one falls out 
of the concentrations and produces the threefold poison ( rdga, dvesa and moha ) that constitutes the coarse 
distraction ( sthulavikshepa ). 

Enjoyment (dsvddana) consists of becomg passionately attached with one’s whole mind ( ekacitta ) to the 
concentration once one obtains it. 

Question. - All the afflictions ( klesa ) are adherence ( abhinivesa ): why do you reserve the name of 
attachment (dsahga) for enjoyment? 

Answer. - Because attachment (dsahga) and dhyana resemble each other. Flow is that? Dhyana is the 
fixing of a concentrated mind ( samgrhdacittaprasthdpana ), and attachment also is an exclusive adherence, 
difficult to eliminate (abhinivesa). As soon as one seeks dhyana, one wishes to [190a] obtain it absolutely; 
becoming attached to it is as natural as pursuing the objects of desire (kdmagunaparyesand). [From this 
point of view], there is no opposition (virodha) between desire ( kdma) and concentration; the ascetic in 
possession of an absorption is deeply attached to it, does not let go of it, and thus taints his absorption. Just 
as there is no merit in giving something when one is certain of a reward, so the absoiption [is of no value] 
when one is enjoying its taste and is passionately attached to it. This is why we reserve the name of 
attachment for enjoyment without resorting to other passions in order to describe it. 
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CHAPTER XXIX: THE VIRTUE OF WISDOM (p. 1058F) 


Sutra : The Bodhisattva must fulfill the virtue of wisdom by not adhering to any system ( prajnaparamita 
paripumayitavya sarvadharmanabhinivesam 497 upbddya). 

Sdstra. - Question. - What is prajnaparamita? 

Answer. - From the first production of the mind of Bodhi (prathamacittotpdda), the bodhisattvas seek the 
knowledge of all the aspects ( sarvdkdrajndna ), in the course of which they understand the true nature of 
dharmas: this wisdom is the prajnaparamita. 

Question. - If that is so, this wisdom should not be called virtue (pdramitd). Why? Because it does not 
reach the end ( na pdram itayoi wisdom. 

Answer. - Only the wisdom obtained by the Buddha is the true wisdom; but, as a result of this virtue, the 
efforts of the bodhisattva are also called virtue, for the effect ( kdiya ) is included in the cause ( kdrand). 
Inasmuch as this virtue resides in the mind of the Buddha, it changes its name and is called the knowledge 
of all the aspects ( sarvdkdrajndna ); 499 but when the bodhisattva, practicing this wisdom, seeks to attain the 
other shore (para), it is called virtue (pdramitd). As the Bodhisattva has already attained the other shore, 
his wisdom is called knowledge of all the aspects. 

Question. - The Buddha, who has destroyed all the passions (klesa) and impregnations (vdsand) and whose 
eye of wisdom ( prajndcaksus ) is pure, can truly understand the true nature of dharmas and this true nature 
is prajnaparamita; but the bodhisattva has not destroyed the impurities (aksinasrava) and his eye of wisdom 
is impure; how can he understand the true nature of dharmas? 

Answer. - This will be fully explained in the following chapters; here a summary (samksepokti) must be 
sufficient. Suppose [two] men walk into the sea; the first just begins to go in whereas the second already 
touches the bottom. Despite the difference of depth, both are said to have ‘gone into the sea’. It is [190b] 
the same for the Buddha and the bodhisattva: the Buddha has attained the depth [of wisdom]; the 
bodhisattva, who has not destroyed the impregnations of passions (klesavdsana) and whose power is weak, 
cannot penetrate [into wisdom] deeply. We will see this in the following chapters. 

When a person lights a lamp in a dark room, it lights up the objects that all become visible. If a big lamp is 
also brought, the illumination is increased and it is noticed that the darkness dissipated by this new big 


497 In place of sarvadharmanabhinivesam there is, in the Pancavimsati, p. 18: prajnddausprajnanupalabditam; in 
the Satasahasrika, p. 56: sarvadharmdnupalabdhitdm. 

49S Pdramitd, derived from the adjective parama, simply means superiority. The etymology pdram ita “that which 
goes to the other shore” or pdra-mita “that which attains the other shore” is purely fantasy. For the etymology of the 
word, see Kosa, IV, p. 231; Madh. avatara, p. 30 (tr. Museon, 1907, p. 277); Samdhinirmocana, IX, par. 13; 
Sutralamkara, XVI, p. 101; Samgraha, p. 186; Siddhi, p. 628; T 1606, k. 11, p. 747c21. - F. W. Thomas,JRAS, 
1904, p. 547. 

499 For sarvdkdrajndna, see above, p. 640F. 
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lamp still remained with the first lamp. The first lamp, which co-existed with a certain amount of darkness, 
illumined the objects, however, [up to a certain point] because, if this first lamp had chased away all the 
darkness, the second lamp would be useless. 500 It is the same for the wisdom of the Buddha and the 
bodhisattvas. The wisdom of the bodhisattva which co-exists with the impregnations of passions is, 
however, able to understand the true nature of dharmas: it is like the first lamp that lights up the objects 
[slightly]. The wisdom of the Buddhas that has eliminated the impregnations of the passions also 
understands the true nature of dharmas: it is like the second lamp that illuminates twofold. 

Question. - What is the true nature of dharmas? 

Answer. - Each being defines this true nature of dharmas and considers their own definition to be true. But 
here the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) is indestructible ( avikara ), eternally subsisting, unchangeable and 
without creator. In a following chapter, the Buddha says to Subhuti: “The bodhisattva sees all dharmas a 
being neither eternal nor transitory, neither painful nor happy, neither with self nor without self, neither 
existent nor non-existent, etc.” 501 abstaining from these views is the bodhisattva’s prajnaparamita. This 
subject avoids all views, destroys all speech ( abhilapa ), expels all functioning of the mind ( hittapravrtti ). 
From the very beginning, dharmas are unborn ( anutpanna ), unceasing ( aniruddha ), like nirvana 
(nirvdnasama ) and all their natures are of the same type: this is the true nature of dharmas. The stanzas of 
the Tsan pan jo po lo mi (Prajnaparamitastotra) 502 say: 


500 On this argument, see also Mjjh., Ill, p. 147 (cf. Tchong a han, T 26, k. 19, p. 550b 12): Seyyathdpi puriso 
sambahulanitelappadipani ekam gharam paveseyya, tesam gharam pavesesitanam accindnattam hi kho 
pannnayetha, no ca abhananattam : “ It is like when a man brings several oil lamps into a house; a difference is 
recognized in the flame of these lamps brought into the house, but not a difference in the brightness.” 

501 Pancavimsatl, p. 257: Bodhisattvo mahdsattvah prajndpdramitdydm caran rupam na nityam ity upapansate 
ndnityam iti na sukham iti na duhkhamiti natmeti nanatmeti na santam iti nasantam iti na sunyam iti nasunyam itina 
nimittam iti ndnimittam iti na pranihitam iti napranihitam ity upapansate, na vivktam iti naviviktam ity 
upapariksate. 

502 The Prajndpdramitastotra serves as preface to several Prajnas: Pancavimsati, ed. N. Dutt, p. 1-3; Astasahasrika, 
ed. R. Mitra, Bibl. Ind., p. 1-3 (see also R, Mitra, Sanskrit Buddhist Lit. of Nepal, p. 190-192); Suvikrantavikrami, 
ed. T. Matsumotso, Die P.P. Literatur, Stuttgart, 1932, appendix, p. 1-4. But it is found only in the Sanskrit 
manuscripts of these Prajnas and not in the Chinese versions or the corresponding Tibetan versions. 

This stotra, consisting of about twenty slokas, is the work of Rahulabhadra. Actually, Haraprasad Shastri 
in 1907 found a Nepali manuscript of the stotra bearing the comment: ki'tir iyam Rcihulabhadrasya (cf. J. Proc. 
Asiatic Soc. Bengal. VI, no. 8, 1910, p. 425 seq._. On the other hand, in his Tchong kouan louen chou (T 1824, k. 
10, p. 168c4-5), says: “The stanzas of the Prajndpdramitastotra found in the 18 th scroll of Nagarjuna’s Ta tche tou 
louen are the work of the dharmacarya Lo ho (Rahula)”; cf. H. Ui, Indo-Tetsugaku-Kenkiu, I, 1934, p. 431 seq.; 
Matsumoto, Die P.P. Literatur, p. 54. 

Rahulabhadra, alias Saraha, appears in the lists of magicians ( siddha ); for the Tibetan tradition, he was the 
teacher of Nagarjuna; for the Chinese sources, he was his disciple: cf. G. Tucci, Animadversiones indicae, J. Proc. 
Asiatic Soc. Bengal. XXVI, 1930, p. 141. 

The Sanskrit text of the stotra corresponding to the stanzas of the Mpps are found in the notes that follow. 
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The Prajnaparamita, 

The true Dharma, free of error (, aviparita ). 
Mind, concept, view are expelled, 

The elements of speech have been destroyed. 

Immeasurable, free of any defect. 

Mind pure, always unified: 

This is how the venerable one 
Sees Prajna. 503 

Immaculate like space, 

Free of speech and designation: 

To see Prajna in this way 
Is also to see the Buddha. 504 


Seeing the Buddha, the Prajna and nirvana 
According to the rules, 

These three things are identical; 

There is no difference among these realities. 505 


Nirvikalpa namas tubhyam 
prajndpdramite ‘mite, 
yd t\>am sarvanavadyangi 
nirvadayair niriksyaso. 

"Homage to thee, O inconceivable, immense Prajnaparamita! With trreproachable members, you are contemplated 
by the irreproachable ones.” 

504 Akdsam iva nirlepdm 
nisprapancam niraksaram, 
yas tvdm pasyati bhavena 
sapasyati tathagatam. 

“Immaculate like space, free of speech and designation; he who sees you in truth 
sees the Tathagata.” 

505 Tava caruagunadhydya 
buddhasya ca jagadguroh, 
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Of Buddhas and bodhisattvas 


Who carry out the benefit of all beings, 

Prajna is the mother: 

She gives birth to them and nourishes them. 506 


[190c] The Buddha is the father of beings 
Prajna is the mother of the Buddha. 
Thus, the Prajna is the grandmother 
Of all beings. 507 


The Prajna is a unique dharma 
To which the Buddha applies all kinds of names; 
According to the capacities of beings 
He applies different sounds. 50S 


na pasyanty antaram santas 
canracadtikayor iva. 

"Between you who are so rich in holy qualities and the Buddha, the teacher of the world, honest people see no more 
difference than between the moon and the light of the moon.” 

506 Sarvesdm api viranam 
pardrthe niyatatmanam, 
posikd janayitn cha 
mata tvam asi vatsald. 

"Of all the heroes who have dedicated themselves to the good of others, you are the nourisher, the generator and the 
tender mother.” 

507 Yad buddha lokaguravah 
putras tava krpdlavah, 
tena tvam asi kalyani 
sarvassattvapitdmaln. 

“ Since the Buddhas, the compassionate teachers of the world, are your own sons, you are, thus, O virtuous one, the 
grandmother of all beings.” 

Vineyam janam dsasya 
tatra tatra tathcigataih, 
bahurupd tvam evaika 
sananmamabhir Tdyase. 
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For the person who has grasped the Prajna 
Speech and thoughts vanish. 

Like the morning dew evaporates 
All at once at day break. 509 

The Prajna has this wonderful power 
Of stimulating two types of people, 

The ignorant by means of fear, 

The wise by means of joy. 510 

The person who possesses the Prajna 
Is the king of Prajna. 

He is not attached to Prajna 

And even less to the other dharmas. 511 


“Singular although multiform, you are invoked everywhere under various names by the Tathagatas, in the presence 
of beings to be converted.” 

509 Prabham prdpyeva diptamsor 
avasyayobindavah, 

tvam prdpya pralayam yanti 
dosa vadah ca vadinam. 

“Like dew-drops in contact (with starlight) at the blazing rays, the faults and opinions of the theoreticians dissolve at 
your touch.” 

510 Tvam eva trasajanam 
bdlcmdm bhimadarsana, 
dsvdsajanam casi 
vidusam saumyadarsana. 

“In your terrifying aspect, you give rise to fear among fools; in your friendly aspect, you give rise to faith in the 
wise.” 

511 Yasya tvayy apy abhisvangas 
tvannathasya na vidyate, 
tasydmba katham anyatra 
ragadvesau bhavisyatah. 

“If he who is clasped to you is not recognized as your husband, how, O mother, would he experience love or hate for 
another object?” 
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Prajna comes from nowhere 
Prajna goes nowhere. 

The sage looks for it everywhere 
But does not find it. 512 

The person who sees Prajna 
Finds deliverance. 

The person who does not see Prajna 
Also finds deliverance. 513 

The Prajna is astounding, 

Very profound and glorious. 

Like a magical object, 

It is seen without being visible. 514 


Nagacchasi kutascit tvam 
na ca kvacana gacchasi, 
sthanesu api ca sarvesu 
vidvadbhir nopalabhyase. 

“You do not come from anywhere and you do not go anywhere; in whatever place there may be, you are not seen by 
the wise.” 

513 Tvam eva badhyate pasyann 
apasyann api badhyate, 
tvam eva mucyate pasyann 
apasyann api mudhyate. 

“The person who sees you is fettered, the person who does not see you is also fettered; the person who sees you is 
liberated, the person who does not see you is also liberated.” 

514 Aho vismayamyasi 
gambhirasi yasasvim, 
sudurbodhhasi mayeva 
drisyase na ca drisyase. 

“Oh! You are astounding, you are profound and glorious; you are very difficult to cognize; like a magic show, you 
are seen and you are not seen.” 
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The Buddhas, the bodhisattvas 
The sravakas and the pratyekabuddhas 
All derive from the Prajna 
Their liberation and their nirvana. 515 


Their language is conventional: 

Having pity for all beings, 

They speak of dharmas in metaphors; 

Speaking [about the Prajna], they say nothing/ 16 

The Prajnaparamita 

Is like the flame of a great fire: 

Ungraspable from any direction. 

Without holding or not holding. 


Escaping from any grasp, 

It is called ungraspable. 

The taking of it when it is ungraspable 
Is what the grasping of it consists of. 


The Prajna is unchangeable 


Buddhaih pratyekabuddhaisca 
srdvakasis ca nisevita, 
margas tvam eko moksasya 
nasty anya iti niscayah. 

“You are cultivated by the Buddhas, pratyekabuddhas and sravakas. You are the single path to salvation; there is no 
other: it is certain.” 

516 Vyavahdratn puraskrtya 

prajnaptyastham sarmndm, 
krpaya lokanathais tvam 
ucyuase ca na cocyase. 

"Having recourse to ordinary language to make (embodied) beings understand, the Teachers of the world, out of 
compassion, speak about you and say nothing.” 
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And surpasses any speech. 

It occurs unceasingly. 

Who can praise its qualities? 517 

Although the Prajna cannot be praised 
I can praise it now. 

Even without having escaped from this land of death, 
I have already found the way out (; nihsarana ). 51 


517 Saktas kas tvam iha statum 
nirmittam niranjanam, 
sarvavagvisayatTta yd 
tvam kvacid anihsrta. 

“Who here is able to praise you, you who are without characteristic or nature? You surpass all praise, you who have 
no support anywhere.” 

518 Saty evam api samcrtyd 
vdkpcithair vayam idrisaih, 
tvam astutydm api atutvd 
tustusantah sunirvrtah. 

"But, since there is conventional language, we are pleased and reassured to have praised you verbally, you who 
surpass all praise.” 
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CHAPTER XXX: THE CHARACTERISTICS OF PRAJNA ( P 1066F) 


I. ‘GREAT’ PRAJNA 


Question. - Why is the Prajnaparamita the only one to be called ‘maha’, while the other paramitas are not? 

Answer. - Maha, in the language of the Ts’in. means great; Prajhd means wisdom; Pdramitd means 
coming to the other shore ( param ita). It is called pdramitd because it reaches the other shore (para) of the 
ocean of wisdom, because it reaches the end ( anta ) of all the wisdoms (prajhd) and attains their summit 
(nistagata). 519 In all the universes (lokadhdtu), the Buddhas of the ten directions (dasadis-) and the three 
times ( tryadhvan ) are the greatest, then come the bodhisattvas, the pratyekabuddhas and the sravakas; these 
four kinds of great individuals are bom from Prajnaparamita; this is why it is called great. 

Furthermore, the Prajnaparamita is worth a great fruit of retribution (mahdvipakaphala) to beings, an 
immense (apramdna), indestructible (aksaya), eternal (nitya) and unchangeable (avikdra) fruit, namely, 
nirvana. The other five paramitas do not have such power for, without the Prajnaparamita, the virtues of 
generosity (ddna), etc., can give only fruits of worldly retribution (laukikavipdkaphala)'. this is why they 
are not called great. 


II. PRAJNA AND THE PRAJNAS 


Question. - What is the Prajna? 

Answer. - The Prajnaparamita encompasses (samgrhnati) all the wisdoms (prajhd). Why? The bodhisattva 
who seeks Buddhahood must practice (siks-) all the dharmas and acquire all the prajnas, i.e., the prajnas of 
the sravakas, the pratyekabuddhas and the Buddhas. 


1. Prajna of the sravakas. 


519 For the etymology of pdramitd, see above, p. 1058F, n. 2. 
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These prajnas are of three kinds according to whether they belong to the saiksa (the saint who is not an 
arhat), the asaiksa (the saint who is an arhat) or someone who is neither saiksa nor asaiksa 
(naivasaiksanasaiksa). 520 

1) The knowledges of those who are neither saiksa nor asaiksa are, e.g., in the levels of unproductive 
wisdom, the meditation on the disgusting (asubhabhavand), attention to the breath (dndpanasmrti), the four 
foundations of mindfulness ( smrtyupashthdna ) of the world of desire ( kdmadhdtvavacara ), and the [four 
nirvedhabhdgiyas ]: heat ( usmagata ) summits ( murdhan ), patience ( ksdnti ) and the supreme worldly 
dharmas ( laukikdgradhanna ). 

2) The knowledges of the saiksa go from the duhkhe dharmajhanaksanti up to the prajfia of the diamond 
concentration ( vajropamasamddhi ) which the future arhat obtains during the ninth anantaryamarga [of the 
bhavagra]. 

3) The knowledges of the asaiksa are the prajfia that marks the ninth vimuktimarga of the arhat and all the 
asaiksa prajnas that follow, e.g., the knowledge of cessation ( ksayajhdna ), the knowledge of the non¬ 
production of defilements (anutpddajhand), etc. 

These are the knowledges of the asaiksa, but it is the same for the prajnas of those who seek the state of 
pratyekabuddhahood. 


520 Here the Mpps lists the various prajnas characterizing the Path of the sravakas in its various phases: 

1) the sambhdramdrga, “path of accumulation of merit” and the prayogamdrga, “preparatory path”, are 
characterized by the naivasaiksanasaiksa, such as: acquisition of the roots of good ( kusalamula ), acquisition of 
noble lineages (dryavamsa), meditation on the disgusting (asubhabhavand) and mindfulness of breathing 
(dndpanasmrti), foundations of mindfulness ( smrtyupasthdna ), and finally, acquisition of the four roots of good 
leading to penetration ( nirvedhabhcigiya ). These last constitute the preparatory path par excellence; they are studied 
in Kosa, VI, p. 163 seq. 

2) The darsanamdrga ‘path of seeing the truths’ and the bhdvanamdrga ‘path of meditation’ are 
characterized by the saiksa knowledges. 

a. The darsanamdrga consists of eight moments of patience ( ksdnti ) and eight moments of knowledge 
(jnana) in order to arrive at full understanding ( abhisamaya ) of the four noble truths (by reason of four moments for 
each truth). 

b. The bhdvanamdrga has as result the destruction of the nine categories of passions of each of the nine 
levels: kamadhatu, four dhyanas and four aruyasamdpattis. The destruction of each category of passions involving 
two moments - a moment of abandoning ( prahana or anantaryamarga) and a moment of deliverance 
(vimuktimarga) - the ascetic destroys the totality of the passions at the end of 144 moments. The 143 rd moment, by 
means of which the ascetic abandons the ninth category of the passions of the ninth level (called 
naivasamjndndsamjndyatana or bhavagra), bears the name of vajropamasamadhi (cf. Kosa, VI, p. 228). The 144 th 
moment is a vimuktimarga that makes the ascetic an arhat or asaiksa. 

3) The nisthdmarga “final path”, attained by the arhat, is characterized by the asaiksa knowledges, the 
main ones of which being the knowledge of the destruction of the defilements (dsravaksayajnana) and the 
knowledge of the non-production of defilements (dsravdnutpddajhdna): they are defined in Kosa, VI, p. 230 seq. 

For more details on the sravaka path, see Kosa, V, p. IV-XI; Obenniller, Doctrine ofP.P ., p. 18-26. 
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2. Prajna of the pratyekabuddhas. 


Question. - If it is the same for the state of pratyekabuddha, why do you make a distinction between 
sravaka and pratyekabuddha? 

Answer. - Although the final state may be of the same type, the knowledges used are different. At the stage 
where the Buddhas do not appear and the Buddhadharma has disappeared, the pratyekabuddhas, by reason 
of previous causes ( purvajanmahetupratyaya ), alone produce wisdom without having heard it from others; 
it is by means of their own wisdom that they obtain the Path. 

Thus the king of a country had gone for a walk in his garden. In the cool morning, he saw how the flowers 
and fruits of the forest trees were beautiful and desirable. He ate some and fell asleep. His wives and 
courtesans, walking together to gather flowers, wrecked the forest trees. The king woke up, saw the [191b] 
destruction and said to himself: “The entire world is transitory ( anitya ) and perishable like this forest.” As 
soon as he had this thought, the mind of the pure path ( andsravamdrga ) arose in him; he cut all the fetters 
( samyojana ) and attained the state of pratyekabuddhahood. Endowed with the six superknowledges 
( abhijna) he went flying to a solitary forest. - There are other stories of this kind. The merits ( punya ) and 
vows ( pranidhana ) of previous lifetimes activate a fruit of retribution ( vipdkaphala ) and, in the present 
lifetime, it is enough for a pratyekabuddha to see a very minor event in order to realize the state of 
pratyekabuddha. This is what he difference consists of. 

Furthermore, there are two kinds of pratyekabuddhas: 521 the one who is enlightened by himself and the one 
who is enlightened as the result of an event ( nidana ). We will give an example of the pratyekabuddha 
enlightened following an event. The one who is enlightened by himself is he who attains wisdom by 
himself during the present lifetime without learning from another; this is the pratyekabuddha enlightened 
by himself. 

There are two kinds of self-enlightened pratyekabuddhas: i) First he was a saiksa, born among humans; at a 
time when the Buddha and his Dharma had not yet disappeared, he was a srotaapanna; since then, at the 
end of seven lifetimes without an eighth, he himself attains Bodhi. This person is not called Buddha, is not 


521 The text distinguishes two kinds of pratyekabuddhas, namely, those who live in a group ( vargacarin ) and those 
who live alone, like a rhinoceros ( khagavisanakalpa ). 

The vargacarins are former sravakas who have attained the fruits of srotaapanna or sakrdagamin under the 
reign of a Buddha at a time when the holy Dharma still existed. Later, at a time when the Buddha and the holy 
Dharma have disappeared, they realize the quality of arhat by themselves. Cf. Mahavyutpatti, no. 1007; Kosa, III, p. 
195. 

The khadgavisanakalpa has practiced the preparatory practices of Bodhi for one hundred kalpas. He attains 
enlightenment alone, without help from any teaching. He works for his owns salvation without converting others. Cf. 
Suttanipata, v. 35-75 ( Khaggavisanasutta); Visuddhimagga, I, p. 234; Mahavastu, I, p. 357;Divyavdana, p. 294, 582; 
Siksasamuccaya, p. 194; Mahavyutpatti, no. 1006; Kosa, III, p. 195; VI, p. 176-177. 
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called arhat; he is a minor pratyekbuddha no different from the arhats. - ii) There are also pratyekabuddhas 
who are not like Sariputra or the other great arhats; these great pratyekabuddhas, during one hundred great 
kalpas, have practiced the qualities and increased ( vardhana ) their wisdom; they have some of the thirty- 
two marks [of the Great Man]: thirty-one, thirty, twenty-nine or even one single mark; in their wisdom they 
prevail over the nine kinds of arhats; they are able to penetrate the general characteristics ( sdmdnyalaksana) 
and the specific characteristics (bhinnalaksana ) inherent in the profound dharmas ( gambhfradharma ); they 
cultivate ( bhavayanti ) the absorptions ( samdpatti ) for a long time and are always pleased with solitude. 
They are called great pratyekabuddhas for all these characteristics. This constitutes the difference. 


3. Prajna of the Buddhas and bodhisattvas. 


[The bodhisattvas] who seek buddhahood make the following vow ( pranidhana ) as soon as the first 
production of the mind [of Bodhi] (prathamachittotpada ): “I wish to become Buddha, to save all beings, to 
attain the attributes of the Buddhas, to practice the six paramitas, to destroy Mara’s army and the klesas, to 
obtain omniscience ( sarvajnana ) and to realize the state of Buddha.” Until they enter into nirvana without 
residue ( nirupadhisesanirvana ), they observe their initial vow. From that moment on, all their wisdoms 
( prajna) and all their knowledges {jndna ) of general characteristics ( sdmdnyalaksana ) and specific 
characteristics ( bhinnalaksana ) are called Prajna of the Buddhas. 

[The Prajnaparamita] which cognizes deeply the three kinds of prajna \prajnd of the sravakas, of the 
pratyekabuddhas and of the Buddhas] is properly called Prajna that goes to the end ( param itd) of all the 
wisdoms. 

4. Prajna of the heretics. 


Question. - As you say, Prajnaparamita must penetrate deeply all the wisdoms, mundane ( laukika ) as well 
as supramundane ( lokottara ). Among all the wisdoms that it fully exhausts, why do you mention only the 
wisdoms of the three Vehicles (wisdoms of the sravakas, pratyekabuddha and Buddhas) and say nothing of 
other wisdoms? 

Answer. - In the three Vehicles, it is a matter of true wisdoms. Elsewhere, it is false wisdom. Even though 
the bodhisattva has cognizance of the latter, he does not particularly cultivate them. Just as sandalwood 
( candana ) is found only on Mount Mo li (Malaya), so every good expression ( subhdsita ) that is found 
elsewhere than [in the three Vehicles] all come from the Buddhadharma, 522 but they are not the 
Buddhadharma. When first heard, they seem excellent, but long [191c] afterwards they are revealed as 
harmful. It is like the milk of the cow ( goksfra ) and that of the ass ( asvatanksfra ): they both have the same 
color, but the cow’s milk when churned gives butter ( sarpis ) whereas the ass’s milk when churned gives 

522 This idea has already been developed above, Traite, I, p. 84F. 
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urine (mutra). It is the same for the words of the Buddha and the words of the heretics ( tirthika ): insofar as 
they teach non-killing, non-stealing, having loving-kindness and compassion for beings, concentrating the 
mind ( cittasamgrahana ), renouncing desires ( vairdgya ) and contemplating emptiness 
( sunyasamanupasyana), they are similar; but the heretics’ words, seemingly excellent at the beginning, 
reveal themselves at the end to be completely false. 

[1. Falsity of heretical morality.] - All the heretical systems are attached ( sakta ) to the view of self 
(dtmadrsti). If the atman really existed, one would come up with the following alternatives: it should be 
either destructible or indestructible. If it were destructible, it would be like ox-hide ( gocarman ); if it were 
indestructible, it would be like space (dkdsa); in both cases, there would be no fault in killing it and no 
merit in sparing it. 

a. If it were [indestructible] like space, rain and dew would not wet it, wind and heat would not dry it out; it 
would be eternal ( nitya ). If it were eternal, suffering (duhkha ) would not torment it and happiness ( sukha ) 
would not delight it. The atman being insensitive to suffering and happiness, one would neither avoid 
suffering nor procure happiness. 

b. If it were destructible like ox-hide, it would be destroyed by wind and rain; destructible, it would be 
transitory ( anitya ); transitory, it would escape from sin (dpatti) and merit ( punya ). 

The teaching of the heretics being like that, what merit would there be in non-killing? What fault would be 
committed by killing living beings? 

[2. Falsity of the heretics’ concentrations ]. - So be it! The moral prescriptions of the heretics show the 
defects that you say. But what about their dhydnas and their wisdom (prajiid )? 

Answer. - The heretics who pursue dhydna with the notion of self (dtmacitta) and who are full of desire 
( trsnd), wrong views and pride (, abhimdna ), do not reject all the dharmas; consequently they do not have 
true wisdom. 

Question. - You said that heretics contemplate emptiness. In contemplating emptiness, they do reject all 
dharmas; why do you say then that they do not reject all dharmas and consequently do not have true 
wisdom? 

Answer. - In contemplating emptiness, heretics grasp at the characteristic of emptiness ( dharmasunyata); 
they do not accept the emptiness of self (dtmasunyatd) for they are attached to the wisdom contemplating 
emptiness. 

Question. - The heretics (like the Buddhists) possess the absorption of non-discrimination 
( asamjnisamdpatti ) where mind ( citta ) and mental events ( caitta ) are destroyed. By reason of this 
destruction, they can no longer commit the fault of grasping at characteristics ( nimittodgrahana ) or being 
attached to wisdom (prajndsahga ). 

Answer. - The absorption of non-discrimination has enough power to destroy the mind, but it does not have 
the power of true wisdom. Moreover, the heretics identify this absorption of non-discrimination with 
nirvana and do not know that it is a composite state: this is why they fall into error ( viparydsa ). In this 
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absorption, even though the mind is temporarily destroyed, it reappears when it encounters (favorable) 
causes and conditions. Thus, when a person is in deep dreamless sleep, his mind and his awareness 
(samjna) are not functioning, but they reappear after sleep. 

Question. - We accept that the absorption of non-discrimination [as the heretics conceive it] presents the 
defects that you say. Nevertheless, they still possess the absorption of neither discrimination nor non¬ 
discrimination (naivasamjndndsamjnasamdpatti) in which there is no longer any false notion allowing, as 
did the preceding absorption, the confusion between non-discrimination and nirvana, for, in this case every 
concept ( samjna) has disappeared by the power of wisdom. 

Answer. - No! In this absorption there is still concept; 523 but, as it is subtle ( siiksma ), it is not considered. If 
there is no more concept, why do the Buddha’s disciples still seek the true wisdom [instead of this 
absorption]? In the Buddha’s system, the consciousness that subsists during the absorption of neither 
discrimination nor non-discrimination rests on the four aggregates [inherent in every dnipyasamdpatli \. 24 
These four skandhas, which depend on causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ), are transitory ( anitya ); being 
transitory, they are painful (, duhkha ); being transitory and painful, they are empty (sunya); being empty, 
they are without self ( andtmaka ); being empty and selfless, they should be rejected ( heya ). By becoming 
attached to this wisdom, you will not obtain nirvana. 

The caterpillar (trnajaldyuka) puts out its front foot before pulling back its hind foot; when it comes to the 
edge of the leaf on which it is creeping and there is no further place it can go on to, it moves back. 523 In the 
same way, these heretics, depending on the first dhyana, reject the desires of the lower level (the desires of 
kamadhatu) and so on; finally, depending on the naivasamjndndsamjndsamapatti , they reject the 
akimcanydyatana; but, as there is nothing above the naivasamjndndsammapatti, no level on which they can 
depend, they are unable to leave the naivasamjndndsamapatti for, having no further support (dsraya), they 
are afraid of being lost or falling into nothingness. 526 

Furthermore, there are sutras of the heretics that allow killing (prdndtipdta ), theft ( adattddana ), sexual 
misconduct ( kdmamithydcdra ), lying ( mrsdvdda ) and the use of wine. They say: 1) In sacrifices to the gods 
( devayajna ), killing is not wrong because it is the practice of religion; if one is in difficulties, it is not 
wrong to kill an ordinary person to save one’s life, for in difficulties, it is to follow the right path. - 2) 
Except for gold, it is permitted to steal in order to save one’s life. Later, the heretics will suppress this 
residue of fault. - 3) Except for the consort of one’s teacher (gum), the wife of the king, the wife or 
daughter of a spiritual friend ( kalydnamitra ), it is permitted to violate other women and to have sex with 
them. - 4) It is permitted to lie in the interest of one’s teacher, one’s parents, one’s own life, one’s cattle, or 


523 See above, p. 1034F. 

324 Namely, the four non-material skandhas, vedana, samjna, samskara and vijnana. See above, p. 1032F, n. 2. 

525 Cf. Brihadar, Up. IV, 3: Tad yatha trinajalayuka trinasyantam gatva, anyam akramam akramya, dtmdnam 
upasamharati: “Just as a caterpillar coming to the end of a blade of grass, draws back for a new advance... “(noted 
by P. Demieville”. 

526 The mundane or impure path (sasravamarga), followed by the heretics, does not let them go beyond the 
naivasamjndndsamjndsamapatti to attain the samjndvedayitanirodhasamapatti and nirvana. See above, p. 1036F. 
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in the role of a middleman. - 5) When it is cold, it is permitted to drink liquor made from crystallized 
honey and, in the sacrifices to the gods, it is permitted to take one or two drops of wine. - In the Buddha’s 
Dharma, this is not permitted. 1) Out of loving-kindness ( maitricitta) and equanimity ( samacitta ) towards 
all beings, it is forbidden to take the life of even an ant, the more so a man. - 2) It is forbidden to take a 
needle (suci) and thread ( tantu ), even more so, a valuable object. - 3) It is forbidden to touch a courtesan 
(vesya), the more so another man’s wife ( parakalatra ). - 4) It is forbidden to lie as a jest, the more so to 
make a (real) lie. -5. It is forbidden to drink any wine at any time, the more so when it is cold and during 
sacrifices to the gods. The distance between the heretics and the Buddha’s Dharma is like the distance 
between heaven and earth. The law of the heretics is a generating source for passions ( klesamautthdpaka ); 
the Buddha’s Dharma is the place of destruction of all the passions: this is the great difference. 


III. THE PRAJNA AND THE TEACHING OF THE DHARMA. 


The Dharma of the Buddhas is immense, like an ocean. According to the dispositions of beings, it is 
preached in various ways: 527 sometimes it speaks of existence and sometimes of non-existence, of eternity 
or of impermanence, of suffering or of bliss, of self or non-self; sometimes it teaches the diligent practice 
of the threefold activity [of body, speech and mind] that embraces all the good dharmas 
(sarvakusaladharmasamgrahaka ), sometimes it teaches that all dharmas are inactive by essence. Such are 
the multiple and various teachings: the ignorant who hear them take them to be a perverse error, but the 
wise man who enters into the threefold teaching of the Dharma ( trividha dharmaparydya) knows that all 
the Buddha’s words ( buddhavacana ) are the true Dharma ( saddharma ) and do not contradict one another. 

[192b] What are these three teachings (parydya)! - 1. The teaching of the Pitaka; 2. the teaching of the 
Abhidharma; 3. the teaching of emptiness ( sunya ). 


1. The teaching of the Pitaka. 


What is the teaching of the Pitaka, etc.? - The Pitaka contains 3,200,000 words; when the Buddha was still 
in the world, it was composed by Ta Kia tchan yen (Mahakatyayana); 528 aftr the Buddha’s parinirvana, the 
length of man’s life diminished, the strength of his intellect decreased and people were unable to recite the 
Pitaka fully; then the individuals who had attained the Path composed a summary in 384,000 words. 

For the person who enters into the Pitaka teaching, there are endless discussions ( vivdda ) for all kinds of 
different teachings (ndndvidhaparydya), such as teaching by implication ( anuvartana ), teaching by 
opposition {pratipaksa ), etc. 

527 This subject has been treated above: Traite, I, p. 32F, n. 2. 

528 This is Mahakatyanana, author of the Petakopadesha and not Katyayana, author of the Jiianaprasthana. See 
above, Traite, I, p. 109, n. 2; p. 113. 
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1) Teaching by implication ( anuvartanaparydya ). - The Buddha in a stanza said: 


Avoid all sin, practice the good, 

Purify one’s mind: this is the teaching of the Buddhas. 529 


In this stanza, the Buddha should have said: “[Purify the mind] and the mental events ( caitasikadharma )”, 
but he just said: “Purify one’s mind”: this is because we know that the mental events have already been 
treated by him. How is that? By having the same characteristic ( laksana ) and the same object (alambana) 
[as the mind]. 

When the Buddha speaks about the four foundations of mindfulness ( smrtyupasthana ), he does not mean to 
separate them from four right efforts ( samyakpradhana ), the four bases of miraculous power (rddhipdda), 
the five senses ( indriya ) and the five powers ( bala). How is that? In the four foundations of mindfulness, 
the four kinds of energies are the four right efforts; the four kinds of concentrations ( samddhi) are the four 
bases of miraculous power; the five kinds of good dharmas ( kusaladharma ) are the five senses and the five 
strengths. Although the Buddha does not mention these associated subjects and only speaks of the four 
foundations of mindfulness, we should know that he has already dealt with these other subjects. 

It also happens that, of the four noble Truths (dryastaya ), the Buddha deals with only one, two or three. 
Thus the stanza addressed by the bhiksu Ma sing (Asvajit) to Sariputra: 


My teacher, the noble king, has told 
The cause of all dharmas arisen from a cause. 
And he has also revealed 
Their suppression. 530 


j29 Frequently cited stanza: cf. Drgha, II, p. 49; Dhammapada, v. 183; Nettipakarana, p. 43, 81, 171, 186: 
Sabbapdpassa akaranam 
kusalassa upasampcidd 
sacittapariyodapanam 
etam buddhana sdsanam.. 

The Sanskrit version in Mahavastu, III, p. 420: 

Sarvapapasyakarcinam 
kusalasyopasampada 
svacittaparyddmapanam 
etad buddhanusasanam. 

530 This is the Buddhist “credo”: “Ye dhamma hetuppabhava” already cited above, p. 63 IF. 
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In this stanza it is a question only of three truths [truth of suffering, its origin and its destruction], but it 
should be known that the [fourth truth], the Truth of the Path ( mdrgasatya) is [implicitly] contained therein, 
for it is not in contradiction ( virodha ) with the preceding ones. 

In the same way, when a man violates a rule, [it is understood] that his entire family will undergo the 
punishment. These are similar things that are called ‘teaching by implication’. 

2) Teaching by contrast (pratipaksaparydya ). - Sometimes the Buddha speaks only of the four errors 
( viparydsa ): taking as permanent ( nitya ) that which is impermanent, taking as happy ( sukha ) that which is 
painful, taking as self (atmari) that which is not the self, taking as pure ( suci ) that which is impure. 531 
Although on this occasion the Buddha says nothing about the four foundations of mindfulness [which are 
antidotes to the four mistakes], it is necessary to know of what these four foundations of mindfulness 
consist. If somebody tells you about a remedy ( bhaisajya ), it is that you already know the sickness ( vyddhi) 
or, if somebody speaks to you about sickness, it is that you already know the remedy. - If the Buddha 
speaks of the four foundations of mindfulness, know that he has already spoken of the four mistakes, and 
that the four mistakes are errors (mithyalaksana); if he speaks of the four errors, know that he has already 
spoken about the fetters ( samyojana ). Why? Speaking about the root (mulct) is to already know the 
branches that come from it. - The Buddha also said that the whole world is infected by the three poisons 
(trivisa); when he speaks of the three poisons [rdga, dvesa and moha ], we should know that he has already 
spoken [192c] about the eightfold Path and its three parts [stla, samddhi and prajnd ]; when he speaks of the 
three poisons, we should know that he has already treated the poisons of all the passions (sarvaklesavisa), 
namely, the five kinds of thirst (trsna) that constitute the poison of rdga, the five kinds of anger (krodha) 
that constitute the poison of dvesa, and the five kinds of ignorance (avidyd) that constitute the poison of 
moha. Wrong views (mithyddrsti), pride (abhimana) and doubt (vicikitsd) depend on ignorance (avidyd), 
and all these fetters (samyojana) are part of the threefold poison. How are they to be destroyed? By means 
of the eightfold Path with its three parts [slla. samadhi and prajna]. When the Buddha speaks of the 
eightfold Path, we should understand that he has already spoken of the thirty-seven wings of enlightenment 
(bodhipdksikadhanna). All these subjects treated in this way are called ‘teaching by contrast’. 

The teachings of this type are called Teaching of the Pitaka. 


2. The Teaching of the Abhidharma. 


What does the teaching of the Abhidharma mean? Sometimes the Buddha himself defined the meaning of 
the dharmas [that he was teaching], sometimes he was content to give their names (naman) and his 
disciples explained the meaning by all kinds of descriptions. Thus, the Buddha said: “If a bhiksu is unable 
to correctly understand conditioned dharmas (samskrtadhamra) and if he wants to obtain the supreme 
worldly dharmas (laukikdgradharma), that will be impossible for him. If he has not obtained the supreme 
worldly dharmas and he wants to enter into the perfect state (samyaktva), that will be impossible for him. If 

531 Cf. Anguttara, II, p. 52; Vibhanga, p. 376; Kosa, V, p. 21; Siksasamuccaya, p. 198,1. 11. 
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he has not entered into the perfect state and he wants to become a srotaapanna, a sakrdagamin, an anagamin 
or an arhat, that will be impossible for him. On the other hand, if a bhiksu understands correctly 
conditioned dharmas, he will have the possibility of obtaining the supreme worldly dharmas; if he has 
obtained the supreme worldly dharmas, he will enter into the perfect state; if he enters into the perfect state, 
he will certainly have the possibility of becoming srotaapanna, sakrdagamin, anagamin, or arhat.” 532 This is 
the direct statement of the Buddha; but he did not define the characteristics ( laksana ) and the meaning 
(i artha ) of these supreme worldly dharmas. To say what world ( dhatu) they belong to, what is their cause 
(hetu ), their object (alambana ) and their fruit of retribution ( vipakaphala ); to make known, apart from these 
supreme worldly dharmas, the various practices ( carita ) of the sravaka up to his reaching nirvana without 
residue (nirupadhisesanirvana); to analyze one by one the characteristics and meaning of the dharmas is 
what is called the Teaching of the Abhidharma. 


3. The teaching of emptiness. 


The teaching of emptiness is the emptiness of beings {pudgalasunyata) and the emptiness of dharmas 
{dharmasunyata). 533 


532 In the Prajna system, the higher ( adhirndtra ) laukikagradharmas consist of the absence of concept during the 
concentration, all dhannas having ceased to exist for the bodhisattva (, sarvadharmavidyamanatvena samadher 
avikalpanam ): cf. Pancavimshati, p. 145; Obenniller, Doctrine ofP.P., p. 36; Analysis, I, p. 75. In possession of the 
laukikagradharma, the ascetic enters into the Path of seeing ( darsanamdrga ); he exchanges his quality of worldly 
person for that of saiksa; he enters into the samyaktvaniyama , the state of complete predestination ( niyama) for 
nirvana (samyayaktv a = nirvana): cf. Kosa, VI, p. 180-182. The theory of the laukikagradharmas has not been 
formulated clearly in the canonical scriptures; however, the scriptural text cited here by the Mpps, contains a rough 
outline. This text may be compared with a passage of Samyutta, III, p. 225, which says: Yo bhikkhaveime dhamme 
evam saddahati adhimuccati... okkanto sammattaniyamam sappurisabhumim okkanto vitivatto puthujjanabhumim. 
abhabbo tarn kammam kdtumyam kammam katva nirayam va tiracchMcinayinim va pettivisayam va uppajjeyya. 
abhabbo ca tdva kdlam kmatum yava na sotdpattiphalam sacchikaroti: “He who believes and accepts these doctrines 
[according to which all dharmas are transitory ( anicca ), changing ( viparindmin) and perishable ( annathdbhavin)\ has 
entered into predestination for nirvana, has entered into the level of good people and has escaped from the level of 
worldly people. He is incapable of committing a deed that would cause him to be reborn in hell or among animals or 
among pretas. He cannot die without realizing the fruit of entering into the stream.” 

The theory of the nirvedhabhagiyas and the laukikagradharmas was first formulated in clear terns in the 
Abhidharma. The Jnanaprasthana of Katyayana begins with a study of the laukikagradharmas: cf. T 1544, k. 1, p. 
918 (tr. L. de La Vallee Poussin, Pdrayana cited in Jnanaprasthana, Melanges Linossier, II, p. 323-327). The theory 
has already been taken studied in the treatises of the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasjkas, as well as in all the works of the 
Greater Vehicle: see the bibliography on the nirvedhabhagiyas in Sarngraha, p. 34. 

533 We may recall that the emptinesses or sunyata both refer to dhannas: 1) no dharma is in any way pudgala or 
atman, none belongs to an atman = pudgalasunyata; 2) no dhanna is absolutely a dharma = dharmasunyata. Both 
Vehicles agree on the pudgalasunyata, but the Greater Vehicle alone formulates the dharmasunyata clearly. 
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[1. Emptiness of beings in the Lesser Vehicle]. - Thus, in the P’in p’o so lo wang ying king 
(Bimbasararajapratyudgamanasutra), 534 the Buddha said to the great king: “When matter ( rupa ) arises, it 
arises from emptiness ( simya ) alone; when matter perishes, it perishes into emptiness alone. When the 
formations (samskdra ) arise, they arise from emptiness alone; when the formations perish, they perish into 
emptiness alone. There is no soul (atman ) there, no individual (pudgala ), no spirit jfva). There is no 
individual who goes from the present existence ( ihajanman ) to the future existence ( aparajanman ); there is 
only a nominal and conventional being ( ndmasamketasattva ) resulting from a complex of causes and 
conditions ( hetupratyayasdmagri ). Worldly people (prthagjana ) and fools ( mohapurusa ) pursue a name 
(ndman) in the search for reality.” 535 The Buddha proclaimed the emptiness of beings in sutras of this type. 

[2. Emptiness of dharmas in the Lesser Vehicle]. - Let us move on to the emptiness of dharmas: 


However, the Madhyamikas are of the opinion that the dhannasunyata is already taught in the sutras of the Lesser 
Vehicle; cf. Madh, avatara, p. 19 (tr. Lav., Museon, 1907, p. 268; Madh. vrtti, p. 41; Bodhicaryavarara, IX, 49; 
Panjika, p. 442; Traite, I, p. 370-371F. The Vijnanavadins, on the other hand, think that the saints of the Lesser 
Vehicle did not rise up to the level of knowing the emptiness of dharmas: cf. Siddhi, p. 590. 

534 The Bimbasararajapratyudgamanasutra was spoken on the occasion of the second meeting between the Buddha 
and the king of Magadha. To the references given above ( Traite , I, p. 30F) add Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 26, p. 694a- 
696a; P’in p’i so lo wang ti fo kongyang king, T 133, p. 855c-857a. 

535 ££ Tchong a han, T 26, no. 62, k. 11, p. 498b: “ The balaprthagjanas who have understood nothing take the Self 
for their self and become attached to the self. But there is no Self (atman) and there is no ‘mine’ (atmrya). The Self 
is empty and ‘mine’ is empty. Dharmas arise as soon as they arise, perish as soon as they perish, all as a result of 
causes ( hetupratyaya ). Union produces suffering, If there were no causes, all suffering would cease. All arising 
depends on causes. When they enter into contact with one another, dharmas arise from the union.” - For other 
versions, see Waldschmidt, Bruchstiicke , p. 126-128. 
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a. In the Ta k’ong king (Mahasunyatasutra), 536 the Buddha said: “The twelve causes ( dvddasa nidana) go 
from ignorance ( avidyd) to old age and death (jardmarana ). The person who asks what is old age and death 
or to whom does old age and death belong has erroneous view ( mithyddrsti ). And it is the same [for the 
other causes, namely]: birth (jdti), the act of becoming ( bhava ), attachment ( updddna ), thirst ( trsnd), 
sensation ( vedand), contact ( sparsa ), the six internal bases of consciousness (saddyatana), name and form 
(namarupd), consciousness ( vijhdna ), the formations ( samskdra ) and ignorance {avidyd). If someone thinks 
that the vital principle is the same thing as the body («? jivas tac [193a] chanram) or if someone thinks that 
the vital principle is different from the body {anyo jfvo ‘nyac chariram), the two opinions, although 
different, are both wrong view. The Buddha said: “That the vital principle is the same as the body, that is 
wrong view, unworthy of my disciples; that the vital principle is different from the body, that also is wrong 
view, unworthy of my disciples.” In this sutra, the Buddha proclaims the emptiness of dharmas 
(dharmasunyatd ). If someone asks “To whom does old age and death belong?”, they should know that this 
question is wrong (mithyd) and that there is ‘emptiness of beings’ ( pudgalasunyata). If someone asks 
“What is old age and death?”, they should know that this question is wrong and that there is ‘emptiness of 
dharmas’ {dharmasunyatd). And it is the same for the other [members of the causal chain] up to and 
including ignorance {avidyd). 


536 Under the title of Ta k’ong king, the Mpps refers here to the Avijjdpaccaydsutta in the Samyutta, II, p. 60-63 (cf. 
Tsa a han, T 99, no. 357, k. 14, p. 99-100). Having formulated the doctrine of the twelve causes, the sutra continues: 
Katamam nu kho bhante jaramanam . kassa ca panidam jardmarananti. - no kallo pahhoti, Bhagava avoca: 
Katamam jaramaranam kassa ca panidam jardmarananti iti vd bhikkhu yo veadyya, annum jaramaranam ahhassa 
capanidam jardmarananti iti vd bhikkhu yo vadeyya, ubhayam etam ekattam vyanjanam eva ndnam. Tam jivam tarn 
sairanti vd bhikkhu dittiya sati beahmacariyavaso na hoti. ahnatn sanranti vd bhikkhu ditthiyasati 
brahmacariyavaso na hoti. Etc te bhikkhu ubho ante anupagamma majjhena Tathagato dhammam deseti: 
Jatipaccaya jardmarananti: “[Someone asks the Buddha]: What then, O Venerable One, is old age and death and to 
whom does old age and death belong? - This question is not correct, answered the Bhagavat. If, O monk, someone 
asks: “What is old age and death and to whom does old age and death belong?” or if someone says: “Old age and 
death is one thing and the person to whom old age and death belong is another thing”, these two phrases have the 
same meaning but with different sounds. If, O monk, someone thinks that the vital principle is the same as the body, 
the religious life is not possible; but if someone thinks that the vital principle is different from the body, the religious 
life is not possible either. Avoiding these two extremes, O monk, the Tathagata teaches a true Path by way of a 
middle way, [by simply saying] that old age and death have birth as cause.” - Next, the sutra critiques the other 
members of the causal chain in the same words. 

In this sutra the Mpps sees the affirmation of the twofold emptiness: the emptiness of dharmas, because it 
is wrong to ask to whom does old age and death belong. However, the dharmasunyata is more clearly taught in other 
sutras of the Lesser Vehicle: the Nalakaldpiya (Samyutta, II, p. 112) teaches that old age and death, as the other 
members of pratltyasamutpada, is not produced by oneself {sayamkatam). produced by oneself and another 
(sayamkatahca paramkatahca) nor produced spontaneously without action by oneself or by another {asayamkdram 
aparamkdram adhicca samuppannam). - The Phenasutta of the Samyutta (cf. Traite, I. p. 358F, 370F) proclaims the 
emptiness of the five skandhas in a very vivid way. - Finally, the Kolopamasutra (cf. Traite, I, p. 64F, 
n. 1) enjoins the rejection of dharmas 
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b. Furthermore, in the Fan wang king (Brahmajalasutra), 5 7 the Buddha defined the sixty-two wrong views 
(drstigata ): “To say that the self and the world are eternal ( sasvato lokas catma ca) is wrong view; to say 
that the self and the world are non-eternal ( asdsvato lokas catma ca) is wrong view; to say that the self and 
the world are both eternal and non-eternal (sdsvatas cdsdsvatas ca lokas chdtrnd ca) or that the self and the 
world are neither eternal nor non-eternal ( naiva sasvato ndsdsvatas ca lokas catma ca), all of that is wrong 
view.” This is why we know that all dharmas are empty and that this is the truth. 

Question. - To affirm the eternity of the self is wrong view. Why? Because the self does not exist in its 
own nature ( svabhdva ). - To affirm the eternity of the world is also wrong view. Why? Because the world 
is certainly non-eternal and it is erroneously ( vipaiydsa) claimed to be eternal. - To affirm the non-eternity 
of the self is also wrong view. Why? As the self does not exist in self-nature, it cannot be proclaimed to be 
non-eternal. - [On the other hand], to affirm the non-eternity of the world is not a wrong view. Why? 
Because all conditioned dharmas ( samskrtadharma) are non-eternal in their true nature. 

Answer. - If all dharmas are truly non-eternal, why does the Buddha say that the non-eternity of the world 
is wrong? By that, we can understand that the world is not non-eternal. 

Question. - However, the Buddha said, in several places, 538 that the contemplation ( samanupasyand) of the 
non-etemal ( anitya ), painful ( duhkha ) empty ( sunya) and non-self (, andtman) nature of conditioned 
dharmas ( samskrta ) allows a person to obtain the Path. Why do you claim that the non-eternity [of the 
world] is to be ranged among the wrong views? 

Answer. - If the Buddha spoke of the non-eternity in several places, he also spoke elsewhere about the 
indestructibility ( anirodha ). 

[Mahdndmasutta]. 539 - Thus, Mo ho nan (Mahanaman), king of the Sakyas, went to find the Buddha one 
day and said to him: “The population of Kapilavastu is great. Sometimes it happens, when I meet a 


537 Cf. Brahmajalasutta in Digha, I, p. 22-24. - See references to the fourteen avyakrtavastu in Traite, I, p. 154F, 
423F. 

538 E.g., Samyutta, V, p. 345: Idha tvam, DTghavu, sabbesahkhdresu aniccdnupassi viharahi, anicce dukkhasahm, 
dukhe snattasahmpahanasanm viragasahm nirodhasanm. 

539 Mahdndmasutta, the various recensions of which show interesting variations: cf. Samyutta, V, p. 269-271 (tr. 
Woodward, Kindred Sayings, V, p. 320-321); Kosa, III, p. 95, and Kosavyakhya, p. 303,1. 32: Mrtasya khalu kdlam 
gatasya, etc.; Tsa a han, T 99, no. 930, k. 33, p. 237b-c; T 100, no. 155, k. 8, p. 432b; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 35, 
p. 744a-c. 

In the Pali sutta and the Tseng yi a han (T 125, p. 744al8), the Buddha backs up his sermon with the 
example of a pot of butter ( sappikumbha ) or a pot of oil ( telakumbha ), broken at the bottom of a pool, the contents of 
which float necessarily to the surface: a classic example frequently used (cf. also Samyutta, IV, p. 313). The Chinese 
versions of the Samyuktagama (T 99, p. 237b29); T 100, p. 432b23), faithfully followed here by the Mpps, prefers 
the example of the tree that always falls to the direction in which it was leaning. This comparison is not unknown to 
the Pali sources which resort to it in the Rukkhasutta of the Samyutta, V, p. 47-48: Seyyathdpi bhikkhave rukkho 
pacmaninno pdcmapono pdcmapabbharo, so mule chinno katamena papatena papateyyd ti. - Yena bhante ninno 
yena pono yena pabbharo ti. 
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runaway chariot, an excited horse, a mad elephant, or people who are quarreling, that I no longer think 
about the Buddha. Then I say to myself: “If I were to die at this moment, where would I be reborn?” The 
Buddha said to Mahanaman: “Don’t be afraid, fear not; you are not going to be reborn in the unfortunate 
destinies ( durgati ), but you will certainly be reborn in the blissful abodes ( sukhavihdra ). Just as a tree that 
has always leaned to the east will, when it is cut down, necessarily fall in the eastern direction so, on the 
dissolution of the body after death, the honest man whose mind (citta), spirit ( manas ) and consciousnesses 
( vijnana ) have for a long time been perfumed (paribhdvita ) by faith ( sraddhd), morality (silo) , learning 
(sruta), generosity ( tydga ) and wisdom ( prajnd), will certainly find his benefit ( visesagdmin ) and will be 
reborn above ( urdhvagamin ) in the heavens.” 

If, [as you say], all dharmas, arising and perishing from moment to moment ( ksanaksanotpannaniruddha ), 
are non-eternal, why does the Buddha say that by perfuming the mind with all the virtues ( guna ), one will 
certainly obtain high rebirths? This is why we know that [dharmas or the world] are not non-eternal in 
nature ( asdsvatasvabhdva ). 

[193b] Question. - If non-eternity does not exist, why did the Buddha speak about it? 

Answer. - The Buddha preached the Dharma according to the needs of beings; 540 In order to destroy the 
error that assumes an eternal principle ( nityaviparydsa ), he preached non-eternity. [On the other hand], to 
people who do not know or who do not accept rebirth ( punarbhava ), he taught that: “The mind goes to new 
existences and is reborn above in the heavens” 541 or that: “Guilty or meritorious, actions do not perish even 
after millions of cosmic periods.” 542 The true nature of dharmas is neither eternal nor non-eternal, and in 
many places, the Buddha has spoken of the emptiness of dharmas ( dhannasunyata). In the emptiness of 
dharmas, there is no non-eternity; this is why affirming the non-etemity of the world is wrong view. 
Therefore there is ‘emptiness of dharmas’. 


' On this subject, cf. Traite, I, p. 32F, n. 3: above, p. 1074F. 

541 Phrase repeated in the previous sutta, Samyutta, V, p.370: Yaiica khvassa cittam... paribhavitam, tam 
uddhagami hoti visesagami. 

542 This is the stanza: Na pranasyanti karmdni kalpakotisatair api. endlessly repeated in the texts: ten times in the 
DIvyavadana, more than fifty times in the Avadanasataka. See also Traite, I, p. 347F. 
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c. [Pcirurasutta ]. 543 - Moreover, in P’i ye li (Vaisali) there was a brahmacarin named Lenten li 
(Vivadabala?). The Li tch ’ang (Licchavi) granted him a large sum of money to go to debate with the 
Buddha. Having accepted the engagement, he prepared five hundred arguments during the night and the 
next day, accompanied by the Licchavis, he went to the Buddha. He asked the Buddha: “Is there one 
definitive Path (atyantikamarga) or are there many?” The Buddha replied: “There is but one definitive Path 
and not many.” The brahmacarin continued: “The Buddha speaks of only one single Path and yet the 
heretical teachers ( tirthika ) each have their own definitive path; therefore there are many paths and not just 
one.” The Buddha answered: “Even though the heretics have many paths, not one of them is the true Path. 
Why? Because all these paths that are attached to wrong views ( mithyddrstyabhinivista ) do not merit the 
name of definitive path.” Again the Buddha asked the brahmacarin: “[According to you,] did the 
brahmacarin Lou t’sou (Mrgasiras) 544 find the (true) Path?” Vivadabala replied: “ Mrgasiras is the foremost 


543 The individual here called Vivadabala “Power of argument” is none other than the parivrajaka Pasura of the Pali 
sources (cf. Suttanipata, v. 824-834; Suttanipata Comm., II, p. 538 seq). 

According to the Suttanipata Comm., he was a great debater who went from place to place, holding a 
jambu branch in his hand. He would set it down in the place he stopped and those who wanted to engage in debate 
with him were invited to pick it up. One day, at SravastI, Sariputra took up the challenge and picked up the branch. 
Accompanied by a great crowd, Pasura went to him and the debate began: the parivrajaka was shamefully beaten. 
Later Pasura entered the order under the direction of Laludayi. Having vanquished his teacher in a discussion, he 
returned to the heretics still keeping his monastic robes. In this outfit he went to debate with the Buddha himself. As 
soon as he arrived, the goddess who was protector of the garden, made him mute and it was impossible for him to 
reply to the Buddha’s questions. On this occasion the Teacher preached the Pasurasutta, the stanzas of which are 
reproduced in the Suttanipata in the Atthaka chapter. 

The Yi tsou king, Chinese translation of the Arthavarga, introduces these stanzas by the following story (T 
198, k. 1, p. 179c): The Buddha was dwelling at SravastI towards the end of the retreat season, in the Jetavana, the 
garden of Anathapindada. At that time, in the land of To cha (Vaisali), the sons of the grhapatis all praised a 
brahmacarin named Yong ts’e (Prasura). They sent him to put objections to the Buddha and bring back victory; [to 
this end] they gave him five hundred karsapanas. The brahmacarin studied five hundred objections, some of which 
were new, for three months and he claimed that nobody could beat him. At the end of the retreat season, the Buddha 
wished to go to the land of Vaisali with his bhiksus. Traveling through all the villages and preaching the Dharma, he 
finally arrived at Vaisali at the shore of the Monkey Pool (markatahradatita) in the hall of the belvedere 
(kutdgdrasald). Learning that the Buddha and his bhiksus had come to their land, five hundred sons of the grhapatis 
came together. The brahmacarin declared: “The Buddha has come to our land; we must go to put our objections to 
him.” So the brahmacarin at the head of the sons of the grhapatis went to the Buddha and, having exchanged 
greetings with him, sat down at one side. Some among the sons of the grhapatis paid homage to the Buddha with 
joined palms and silently approached his seat. Having carefully gazed at the Buddha’s majesty and magnitude, the 
brahmacarin did not dare to address him; inwardly seized with fear, he was unable to respond. Knowing which 
arguments the brahmacarin and the sons of the grhapatis set store by, the Buddha preached this sutra of the 
Arthavarga, etc. 

344 Mrgasiras, in Chinese Lou t’eou or Mi li ngo che lo, seems to be unknown to the old canonical tradition and 
appears only in relatively late texts; however his reputation is well established: among the Buddha’s disciples, he 
excelled in analysis of knowledge and the accuracy of his memory (Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 3, p.558c!3); he 
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skillfully explained the omens in human relationships (A lo han kiu to king, T 126, p. 832b7). - His story is fully 
described in Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 20, p. 650c-652b, and in the CTvaravastu of the Mulasarvastivadin Vin (Gilgit 
Man., Ill, 2, p. 79-83); from there it undoubtedly passed, with some variations, into the Theragatha Comm., I, p. 305 
seq (tr. Rh. D„ Brethren, p. 138-139). Here is a translation of the text of the Gilgit Man.: 

The Buddha Bhagavat was swelling at Rajagrha in the Bamboo Park at Kalandakanivapa. At that time 
there was a hermitage belonging to a hermit endowed with the five superknowledges. The latter, walking near the 
hermitage, urinated on the muddy ground. A thirsty doe happened to come to that place; tormented by thirst, she 
drank the hermit’s urine and then sniffed at her own vulva. The retribution for the actions of beings is inconceivable! 
The doe became pregnant and later came to the same place to give birth, giving birth to a male child. The doe sniffed 
him and since he was not of her own species, she left him on the ground and went away. However, the recluse, while 
walking around his hermitage, saw the baby and took it upon himself to find out whose son this was. Finally he 
recognized himself to have been the father and so he took the baby in, gave it food and drink and raised it. As the 
child’s head was like a deer, he was named Mrgasiras or ‘Deer’s Head’. The hennit later died; Mrgasiras learned the 
divination that consists of striking the cranium with one’s finger; by doing this, he discovered everything. If the 
cranium gives out a rough sound, [its owner] is destined to a higher sphere and a rebirth among the gods; if the 
cranium gives off a somewhat [rough] sound, its owner is destined to a high sphere and rebirth among humans: this 
is the mark of a fortunate destiny. Now here is the mark of an unfortunate destiny: if the cranium emits a hesitant 
sound, [its owner] is destined to a lower sphere and a rebirth in hell; if the sound is middling, he is destined to a 
lower sphere and an animal rebirth; if the sound is weak, he is destined to a lower sphere and a rebirth among the 
pretas. 

However, the Buddha, judging the time had come to convert Mrgasiras, said to venerable Ananda: “Go to 
him, Ananda, with four crania belonging (respectively) to a srotaapanna, a sakrdagamin, an anagamin and an arhat.” 
- “Certainly, Lord”, answered Ananda and he obeyed. Taking four skulls, he went to the recluse and asked him to 
explain them. Striking the srotaapanna’s skull, Mrgasiras announced that he had taken rebirth among the gods; he 
did the same with the sakrdagamin and the anagamin. But striking the cranium of the arhat, he perceived nothing. He 
thought: “What’s this? Am I frustrated by my own knowledge? Was I not born into a noble family; or else, the 
characteristics (of this skull) are such that I cannot perceive their manifestation?” Ananda said to him: “You are not 
so adept in all the sciences that you are unaware of a manifestation of this kind; then learn the whole science and 
then you will teach it to people.” Mrgasiras asked: “Is there someone learned in all the sciences that you know of?” 
Ananda replied: ’’There is; it is the Tathagata, saint, the completely enlightened one who has attained the other shore 
of all the sciences. Then Mrgasiras went to the Bhagavat and said to him: “I know the destiny of a man among the 
animals, pretas, humans, gods and the hells; but by lack of science, I do not understand the ultimate destiny of 
beings. Tell me, O Lord, about the shore stretching (beyond) the great ocean of the threefold world. O conqueror of 
all arguments, is this ultimate destiny unknown?” 

The Bhagavat answered: “Even by striking it with an iron hammer, we do not know where the brilliant 
flame goes when it gradually is extinguished. In the same way we have no idea of the fate that falls to those who are 
completely liberated and who, going beyond the muddy torrent of the desires, have attained endless rest.” 

At these words, Mrgasiras said to the Bhagavat: “Lord, I would like to take ordination and become a monk 
in the well-preached religious discipline; I would like to practice celibacy in the presence of the Bhagavat.” The 
Bhagavat then conferred ordination on him. Having done that, the Bhagavat remained in Rajagrha as he wished and 
then left to travel to SravastI; wandering by stages, he reached Sravastl. There he stayed in the Eastern Park, in the 
palace of Mrgaramata. Walking about outside, he saw that the stars were mixed up and he asked the venerable 
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of all those who have found the Path.” Now at that time, the venerable Mrgasiras, who had become a 
bhiksu, was standing behind the Buddha and was fanning him. Then the Buddha asked Vivadabala: “Do 
you not recognize this bhiksu?” The brahmacarin recognized [his friend] and, learning that he had become 
converted, bowed his head in shame. Then the Buddha spoke these stanzas of the Yip ’in (Arthavarga): 545 


Each person speaks of an Absolute 
And is passionately attached to it. 
Each one accepts this and not that; 
But none of that is the Absolute. 546 


These people enter into debate. 
Discussing their reasons 


MrgasEras: “See for how long a time it will rain.” - Mrgasiras answered: “The world, O Lord, is lost, it is ruined: 
the way the stars are arranged, it will rain for twelve years.” The Bhagavat then directed his magical influence on all 
the stars and then asked him to examine them again, and Mrgasiras saw that it would rain for only six years. Again 
pressed by the Buddha, he allowed that it would rain for five years, and so on down to only seven days. Then the 
Bhagavat spoke to the monks: “Stay under shelter, O monks; this very day it will rain hordes of grasshoppers; but 
those who bathe will not have blisters (pitaka ) caused by the insects (read utpadaka, insects in place of utpcidci). And 
so, O Mrgasiras, the stars are moveable and unstable; life, too, is moveable and unstable.” Thus addressed, 
Mrgasiras was favorably disposed towards the Bhagavat, thus disposed, he realized arhathood. Then experiencing 
the joy and happiness of deliverance, he spoke this stanza: 

“ The refuge of the gazelles is sloping land (pavana , a Prakrit word for pravana ); the refuge of the birds is 
space; the refuge of the unperturbed is the Dharma; the refuge of the arhats is nirvana.” 

[For this stanza that has many variations, cf. Parivara, VIII, 2, 55; Tibetan Udanavarga, XXVI, 10 (ed. 
Beckh, p. 87); Chinese Dharmapada (T 210, k. 2, p. 573b3-4; T 212, k. 23, p. 733M4-15; T 213, k. 3, p. 790c9-10); 
Mahavastu, II, p. 212; III, p. 156; P’i p’o cha, T 1545, k. 75, p. 388cl (tr. L. de La Vallee Poussin, Documents 
d’Abhidharma , BEFEO, XXX, 1930, p. 31)]. 

545 On the identification Yi p ’in = Arthavarga, see above, Traite, I, p. 40F as note. The Mpps has twice already 
quoted this old text, the first time under the title of Tchongyi king (Traite , I, p. 39F) and the second time under that 
of A t’a p’o k’i kin (Traite, I. p. 65F). The five stanzas cited here largely correspond to the ten stanzas of the 
Purasutta of the Pali Atthakavagga (Suttanipata), v. 824-834). 

546 Cf. Suttanipata, v. 824: 

“Idh ’ eva suddhi ” ti vadiyanti, 
nannesu dhammesu visuddhim aim; 
yam nissita, tattha subham vadana 
paccekasaccesu putha nivittha. 

“They say: 'Here alone is purity’; and they recognize no purity in other systems. The system to which they 
adhere, strongly attached to specific truths, they declaim to be good.” 
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They show their agreement and disagreement in turn 
Vanquisher or vanquished, they feel sadness of joy. 547 

Conqueror, they fall into the pit of pride, 

Conquered, they fall into the prison of sadness. 

This is why those who are wise people 
Do not follow these antagonisms. 548 

Vivadabala, you should know 
That, for me and my disciples, 

There is no mistake and no truth. 

What are you searching for here? 549 


547 Ibid., v. 825: 

Te vadakama parisam vigayha 
bdkam dahanti mithu annamannam; 
vadanti te annasita kathojjam 
pasamskmamd kiisald cadana. 

“Desirous of dispute, having forced a gathering, they accuse one another of being fools; attacking others, they 
engage in quarreling, desirous of praise and affinning themselves (alone) as capable.” 

548 Ibid., v. 827a, c; 829a, c; 830 c, d: 

Yam assa vadam parihinam ahu 
paridevati socati hmavado, 

Pasamsito va pana tattha hoti 
so hassati unnamaticca tena. 

Etam pi disva na vivadayrtha, 
na hi tena suddhim kusala vadanti. 

“The person whose thesis is declared inferior is distressed and grieves at having lost. On the other hand, 
the person who was victorious in (the gathering) laughs and is proud. Having seen that, do not debate because the 
experts declare that purity does not come from that.” 

549 Visentikatvd pana ye caranti 
ditthihi ditthim avirujjhhamdna, 
tesu tvam kim labhetho, Pasura, 
yes ’ idha n ’atthi param uggahTtam. 

“But there are those who walk apart, without opposing their views to the views (of others). What benefit 
would you get from them, O Pasura? For them, nothing in the world is taken as Absolute.” 
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Do you want to confuse my teaching? 

In the end, you will not have the possibility to do so. 

The Omniscient One is difficult to conquer 

[To attack him] is to go down to your own defeat. 


[193c] Thus, in many places, in the sutras of the sravakas, the Buddha taught the emptiness of dharmas. 

3. The teaching of emptiness according to the Mahayana. 550 - By nature and eternally, all dharmas are 
empty in self nature ( svabhavasunya); it is not by virtue of an artificial philosophical point of view 
(prajhopdyadarsana ) that they are empty. Thus the Buddha, speaking to Subhuti about form, said: “Form 
(rupa) is empty in self nature; feeling ( vedand), perception (satnjhd), formations ( samskdra ) and 
consciousnesses ( vijhdna ) are empty by self nature. The twelve doors of consciousness (dyatana ), the 
eighteen elements ( dhdtu ), the twelve causes ( niddna ) the thirty-seven wings of enlightenment 
(bodhipaksika ), the ten powers ( bala ), the four fearlessnesses ( vaisdradya ), the eighteen special qualities 
(dvenikadhanna), great loving-kindness ( mahdmaitri ), great compassion (mahakaruna), omniscience 
( sarvajhana ) and even supreme complete enlightenment ( anuttarasamyaksambodhi ), all are empty in self 
nature.” 551 


550 This paragraph takes us right to the very heart of the Madhyamika philosophy: the way of conceiving emptiness. 
The modem exegetists have brooded over the problem: see especially L. de La Vallee Poussin, Madhyamaka, ERE, 
VIII, p. 235-237; Dogme et Philosophic, p. 113-118; Madhyamaka, MCB, II, 1932-33,, p. 1-59; Buddhica, HJAS, 
III, 1938, p. 146-158; R, Grousset, Les Philosophies indiennes, I, p. 236-238; T. Stcherbatsky, Conception of 
Buddhist Nirvana , p. 35-39; Die dei Richtungen in der Philosphie der Buddhismus, Rocznik Orjentalistyczny, X, 
1934, p. 1-37; Madhyanta-Vibhanga, p. vi-viii. 

551 Pancavimsati, p. 138: Rupam sunyam rupasvabhavena, tasya ndpi jdtir ndpi niryanam upalabhyate, and the 
same for samjha, samskardh, vijhanam. evam vistarenavyastasamastesu skandhadhatvayatanapratityasamutpadesu 
kartavyam yavad bhutakotih bhutakotisvabhdvena, tasya ndpi jdtir ndpi niryanam upalabhyate. The author wants to 
show that the Sunyavadin does not fall into the wrong views ( drsti ) of etemalism ( sasvatavada ) or nihilism 
(ucchedavada ) condemned by the Buddha. By denying these things, he avoids the view of existence ( bhava ) and 
escapes any blame of etemalism. On the other hand, by denying things inasmuch as he does not perceive them, he 
denies nothing as it is; he has nothing in common with the nihilist whose negation pertains to things previously 
perceived; thus he escapes any blame of nihilism. Emptiness is equidistant from these two extremes. 

This is all explained in technical terms in Madh. vrtti, p. 272-273: “To talk about existence is to accept 
etemalism; to talk about non-existence is to accept nihilism; this is why the sage does not adhere to either existence 
or non-existence. Actually, that which exists in itself (astiyad svabhavena) cannot not exist, and from that, one must 
conclude that it is eternal ( sasvata ); if something no longer exists now but did exist previously (ndstidanim abhut 
purvam), from that one must conclude that it has been annihilated ( uccheda ). But the person who considers 
existence-in-itself as impossible will never fall into the views of etemalism or nihilism since existence-in-itself 
exists only as a way of speaking (yasya tu bhdvasvabhdvdnupalambhdt).” 
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Question. - [To claim] that all dharmas by nature are eternally empty of self nature, empty of reality, non¬ 
existent (i anupalabdha ), is that not falling into wrong view (; mithyadrsti )? Wrong view is denying sin 
(dpatti), denying merit ( punya ), denying the present life ( ihajannum ) and the future life ( aparajanman ). 
Your position is no different than these [heresies]. 

Answer. - The person who denies sin and denies merit does not deny the present lifetime but only the 
future lifetime. [According to him], man is born and disappears in the same way that plants and trees grow 
spontaneously and perish spontaneously; everything is limited to the present ( pratyutpanna ) and there is no 
rebirth ( punarbhava ). However, [this nihilist philosopher] does not know and does not see that everything 
that exists within him and outside him is empty of self-nature ( svalaksana ). He is different from us in that 
respect. 

Furthermore, the person of wrong view commits many sins and omits all good actions; on the other hand, 
the supporter of emptiness, even if he does not wish to do good, wishes still less to commit evil. 

Question. - There are two kinds of wrong views ( mithyadrsti ): 

i) Denying cause (hetu) and denying result (phala ); ii ) Denying result without denying cause. - [The 
nihilist philosopher] of whom you have just spoken denied the result, [namely, the retribution of actions], 
but did not deny the cause, [namely, meritorious and demeritorious actions]. There are philosophers who 
deny result and deny cause: on the one hand, they claim that there is neither cause ( hetu) nor condition 
(pratyaya ), neither sin (dpatti ) nor merit {punya ): that is denying cause; on the other hand, they claim that 
there is neither present existence ( ihajanman ) nor future existence {aparajanman) where sins and merits 
will be retributed: that is denying result. How are you different from these philosophers, you who are a 
supporter of emptiness, you who posits universal emptiness and for whom sin and merit, cause and effect 
do not exist? 

Answer. - The person with wrong view ends up in emptiness by suppressing all dharmas, whereas I, a 
practitioner of the Mahayana, hold dharmas as empty of any reality, indestructible {apraheya) and 
unchangeable {avikdra). 

Question. - There are three kinds of wrong view: i) Denying the retribution of sins and merits without 
denying sin and merit, denying the fruit of retribution of causes and conditions without denying causes and 
conditions, denying the future existence without denying the present existence; ii) Denying the retribution 
of sins and merits and also sin and merit, denying the fruit of retribution of causes and conditions and also 
denying the causes and conditions, denying the future lifetime and also denying the present lifetime; 


However, the author keeps from hypostatizing emptiness, from assuming a sunyata in itself by virtue of 
which there are empty things. Cf. Madh, karika, p. 245: If something of non-emptiness existed, there would indeed 
be an emptiness (by virtue of the law of interdependence of opposites); but since there is nothing that is non-empty, 
how could emptiness exist? Siinyatd thus does not exist: it is valid only as a method of argumentation and not as a 
philosophical principle: cf. Mad. karika, p. 247: “The Buddhas have said that sunyata is the exit ( nihsaranci) of all 
views, but those who believe in sunyata are incurable ( asddhya ).” 

Before Nagarjuna, the literature of the Prajna and the Ratnakuta (Kasyapaparivarta) had already refused to 
make an absolute out of sunyata. See references gathered by Lav., Madhyamaka, p. 32. 
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avoiding, however, the denial of all dharmas; iii) Denying all dharmas to the extent of rendering them non¬ 
existent ( asat ). [You], supporter of emptiness, who proclaim [all dharmas] to be empty of reality and non¬ 
existence, how are you different from this third wrong view? 

Answer. - 1) The person of wrong view ends up at emptiness by suppressing all dharmas, whereas the 
supporter of emptiness considers dharmas as empty of any reality, indestructible and unchangeable. 

2) The person of wrong view declares all dharmas to be empty and non-existent, but grasps the empty 
nature of these dharmas ( dharmanam sunyalaksanam udgrhnati ) and talks about it. The supporter of 
emptiness knows the emptiness of dharmas but does not grasp the characteristic and does not talk [194a] 
about it. 552 

3) Furthermore, the person of wrong view, although he verbally professes universal emptiness, loves when 
he has the occasion to love, is angry when he has the occasion to be angry, is proud when he has the 
occasion to be proud, makes a mistake when he has the occasion to make a mistake; thus he is lying to 
himself. For the disciple of the Buddha, who truly knows emptiness, the mind is unshakeable (aninjya, 
aksobhya), the fetters ( samyojana ) do not arise where normally they would arise. In the same way that 
space (akasa) cannot be tarnished by fire nor soaked by a shower, so no kinds of passions ( klesa ) can 
become attached to the mind of the supporter of emptiness. 

4) Furthermore, the person of wrong view talks about the non-existence [of dharmas], but the latter does 
not originate so much from desire ( trsna) as from cause and condition ( hetupratyaya ); on the other hand, 
true emptiness comes from desire, and that is a difference. If the four boundless ones ( apramanacitta ) and 
pure dharmas ( visuddhadharma ), because their object (dlambana) is unreal, are thus unable to produce the 
true knowledge of emptiness, what can be said then of wrong view? 

5) Furthermore, these (imperfect) views are called wrong views (mithyddisti); the correct seeing of 
emptiness is called right view ( samyagdrsti ). The person who practices wrong views, in the present 
lifetime, passes as an evil person; later he will fall into the hells. The person who practices the true 
knowledge of emptiness acquires fame in the present lifetime, later he will become a Buddha. These two 
people differ from one another like water and fire, ambrosia ( amrta ) and a poisonous drug ( visausadhi ), 
nectar (sudhd), the food of the gods, and rotten garbage. 

6) Furthermore, in true emptiness there is the concentration of the emptiness of emptiness 
(sunyatasunyatasamadhi ). 553 In emptiness wrongly perceived, there is indeed emptiness but not the 
concentration of the emptiness of emptiness. 

7) Furthermore, the person who contemplates true emptiness possesses, from the beginning, immense 
[qualities] by way of generosity ( ddna ), morality (if/a), and dhydna\ his mind is soft and gentle 
(mrdutaraunacitta ) and his fetters ( samyojana ) are light; later he will obtain true emptiness. These 


552 The grasping of characteristics ( nimittodgrahana ) is the attribute of perception (by trying to imagine emptiness, 
the nihilist hypostatizes it. The Sunyavadin knows emptiness but does not imagine it. 

553 Sunyatasunyatasamadhi is the absorption by means of which one is protected from the dangers of the absorption 
that has emptiness as object: cf. Kosa,p. 184, 188. 
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advantages are absent in [the person] of wrong view: he wants to grasp ( grahana ) emptiness only by means 
of speculation, analysis and wrong concepts. 

[The fool who swallowed pure salt]. 55 - A peasant was unfamiliar with salt. Seeing a nobleman put salt on 
his meat and vegetables before eating them, he asked why he did so. The nobleman replied that salt gave a 
good taste to food. The peasant thought that if salt gave a flavor to food, by itself it should be even better. 
So he took some pure salt, put it in his mouth and ate it. But a nasty pain hurt his mouth and he asked the 
nobleman: “ Why did you say that salt has a good flavor?” The nobleman relied: “Fool! You have to 
measure out the amount of salt and mix it with the food to give it a good taste. Why did you eat pure salt?” 

In the same way, the ignorant person who hears speak of the door of liberation called emptiness 
(.sunyatdvimoksamukha ) does not develop the qualities ( guna ) but wants only to obtain emptiness: that is a 
wrong view that destroys all the roots of good ( kusalamula ). This is what should be understood by the 
‘teaching on emptiness’. 

The person who enters into the three teaching [of the Pitaka, the Abhidharma and Emptiness] knows that 
the teachings of the Buddha do not contradict one another. Understanding that is the power of the 
Prajnaparamita which encounters no obstacles (avarana) to any of the Buddha’s teachings. Whoever has 
not understood the Prajnaparamita [will come up against innumerable contradictions in interpreting the 
Dharma]: if he approaches the Abhidharma teaching, he falls into realism. If he approaches the teaching on 
emptiness, he falls into nihilism; if he approaches the Pitaka teaching, 

[194b] [sometimes] he falls into realism and [sometimes] into nihilism. 


IV. UNDERSTANDING IDENTICAL AND MULTIPLE NATURES. 


Furthermore, the bodhisattva-mahasattva practicing the prajnaparamita, while discovering the identical 
characteristics ( ekalaksana ) in dharmas, also cognizes their multiples characteristics ( ndndvidhalaksana ); 
while cognizing the multiple characteristics of dharmas, he also cognizes their identical characteristics. 
This wisdom belonging to the bodhisattva is called Prajnaparamita. 

Question. - How does the bodhisattva-mahasattva cognize the multiple characteristics of all dharmas and 
their identical characteristics? 

Answer. - 


1. Identical characteristics in every dharma. 


554 This apologue occurs in Po yu king, T 209, k. 1, p. 543a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 153). 
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[1. Existence .] - The bodhisattva finds in every dharma an identical (read: yi siang ) characteristic, namely, 
the characteristic of existence ( bhdvalaksana ). As a result of this existence, a concept arises in regard to 
each dharma. It is the same for everything that exists. 

Question. - Then how does a concept in regard to a non-existent dharma arise? 

Answer. - If it is declared to be non-existent, it is because the thing exists in some manner. 

[2. Non-existence .] - Furthermore, the bodhisattva sees an identical characteristic in every dharma, namely, 
a characteristic of non-existence ( abhdvalaksana ). Thus, the nature of sheep does not exist in the ox and the 
nature of ox does not exist in the sheep. This is so in every dharma: each one is without the nature of its 
neighbor. As we have said above, it is because of existence that there is the arising of a concept. The 
quality [of deprivation, of which we are speaking here], is different from existence; insofar as it is different, 
it is non-existent. If existence were mixed up with the fact of being ox, the sheep also would be an ox. 
Why? Because existence would not differ from the fact of being an ox. Since there is a difference, there is 
non-existence. And so, in this way, all dharmas are non-existent [from a certain point of view]. 

[3. Unity .] - Furthermore, the bodhisattva sees a unity ( ekatva ) in each dharma. Because of this uniqueness, 
the idea of unity arises in respect to all dharmas, and each dharma in particular has this characteristic of 
unity. The coming together of unities gives the number two or the number three. Unity alone is real; the 
numbers two, three, etc., are false. 

[4. The fact of being caused or non-caused.] - Furthermore, the bodhisattva sees that dharmas exist insofar 
as they have a cause ( sahetuka ). They are impermanent ( anitya ) like the human body. How is that? By 
virtue of the characteristics of birth (utpdda) and destruction ( bhahga ). All dharmas exist inasmuch as they 
have a cause. - Furthermore, all dharmas exist without cause ( ahetuka ). They are impermanent like the 
human body by reason of birth and destruction. Because of this birth and destruction, we know they are 
impermanent. The cause, in turn, must have a cause, and so on to infinity. If there is regressus ad infinitum, 
there is no cause. Whether they are caused or non-caused, dharmas are impermanent, and the cause is not 
just one. Thus all dharmas are non-caused. 

[5. The fact of being endowed with a specific characteristic .] - Furthermore, the bodhisattva who sees that 
all dharmas are endowed with a nature (salaksana), for there is no dharma without nature. Thus earth 
(prthivi ) has solidity ( khakkhatatva ) and heaviness (guru tv a) as nature; water (ap-) has coldness (sfta) and 
wetness ( dravatva ) as nature; fire ( tejas ) has heat (usnatva) and light ( avabhdsa ) as nature; wind ( vdyu ) has 
lightness (laghutva) and movement ( samudhiranatva ) as nature; 555 space (dkasa) has the fact of not 
impeding (andvrti) as nature; 556 consciousness (vijhdna) has the imprint relating to each object 


555 See this definition of the four great elements in the Garbhdvakrantisutra cited by the Siksasamuccaya, p. 244; cf. 
also Kosa, I, p. 22-23; Mahavyupatti, no. 1842-1844. 

556 The Vaibhasikas believe in the reality of space or andvrti “which does not hinder” (Kosa, I, p. 8); but the 
existence of this principle is denied by the Sautrantikas (Kosa, II, p. 279) and the Madhyamika (Catuhsataka, no. 
205; Madh, vrtti,p. 505). 
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( prativijnapti ) as nature; 557 direction has [the difference] between here and there as nature; time ( kdla ) has 
as nature [the difference] between now and previously; 558 sin (dpatti ) has a stupid and evil disposition 
toward beings as nature; merit ( punya ) has a pure and good disposition in favor of beings as nature; 
bondage ( bandhana ) has attachment to dharmas ( dharmabhinivesa ) as nature; liberation ( vimoksa ) has 
detachment from [194c] dharmas as nature; the Buddha has as nature the actual unimpeded knowledge of 
all dharmas. Thus all dharmas each has its own nature. 

[6. The fact of being without a specific nature.] - Furthermore, the bodhisattva sees that all dharmas are 
without nature ( alaksana ). Actually, all the characteristics are coming from a complex of causes and 
conditions ( hetupratyayasdmagri) and, as they have no self nature ( svabhdva ), they do not exist. Thus, 
although there is earth ( prthivi ), the coming together is needed of four dharmas, color ( rupa), smell 
( gandha ), taste (rasa) and touchable ( sprastavya ); 559 it is not solely due to odor or taste or touchable that 
there is earth. Why? If color alone constituted the earth, the other three dharmas would not be the earth and 
the earth would be without smell, taste and touchable, and it is the same for smell, taste or touchable [if 
each of them were enough to constitute earth]. 

Furthermore, how could the other four dharmas [color, smell, taste and touchable] make only one earth? 
And how could this single dharma make four? This is why it is not possible that the four dharmas are the 
earth or that the earth exists outside of the four dharmas. 

Question. -1 say it is not true that the four dharmas are earth, but that it is only because of the four dharmas 
that earth exists, and that earth resides in these four dharmas. 

Answer. - If earth is the result of the four dharmas, earth is different from the four dharmas in the same 
way that a son, the result of his parents, is different from his parents. Now the eye ( caksus ) perceives color 
(rupa), the nose (ghrana) smells odors (gandha), the tongue (jihvd) tastes flavors (rasa) and the body 
(kdya) feels tangibles (sprastavya). If earth were different from the four dharmas [color, etc.], there must be 
a special organ (indriya) and a special consciousness (vijhdna) to cognize it. Since there is neither special 
organ or special consciousness to cognize it, there is no earth. 

Question. - Then the specific characteristic of earth, [namely, solidity and heaviness] of which you spoke 
above, should define the nature of earth in conformity with the Abhidharma: “Earth (prthivit) is a substance 
derived (npaddyarupa) from the four great elements (mahdbhuta)-, just the element-earth (prthividhdtu ) has 
solidity as nature (khakkhatvalaksana)', earth, in the ordinary sense of the word, is a visible color 
(, sanidarsanarupa ).” 560 


557 The definition vijndnam prativijnaptih is in Kosa, I, p. 30. 

558 Direction and time are categories of the Nyaya-Vaisesikas. 

559 In common usage, “earth” - to be carefully distinguished from the element earth (prthividhdtu ) —, is color and 
shape (cf. Kosa, I, p. 23): now it is accepted that in every visible material, color is inseparable from odor, taste and 
tangible (ibid., I, p. 147). 

j6 ° Here the objector is defending the Vaibhasika thesis which carefully distinguishes the element earth 
(prthividhdtu , rendered here by ti chong “seminal earth”) from earth in the common sense of the word. As great 
element (mahdbhuta), the element earth has both its own nature, solidity (khakkhatatva), and derived matter 
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Answer. - Above, we stated the flaws that oppose earth being just color. Earth has solidity as nature. If it 
were only color perceived by the eye, it would be like the moon reflected in water ( udakacandra ) , a 
reflection in a mirror (adarsabimba ), a piece of straw; thus it would have no solidity. Being solid, it is 
known to the touch ( sparsei) by the organ of the body ( kdyendriya ). 

Furthermore, if the visibility of earth were confused with its solidity, the visibility of the element-earth 
( prthmdhatu ) would also be confused with the wetness ( dravatva ) of water and the heat ( usnatva ) of fire, 
and would constitute the element-water ( abdhdtu ) and the element-fire ( tejodhatu ). In that case, there 
would be no distinction between wind ( vdyu ) and the element-wind ( vayudhatu ) which, however, it is 
appropriate to distinguish. 561 

If you say: “What is wind in relation to the element-wind; what is the element-wind in relation to wind? If 
they are identical, two distinct principles should not be asserted”, we would reply that, if they are without 
any difference, earth and the element-earth also are without difference. 

Question. - The four great elements are inseparable from one another; in earth there are the four elements 
(i dhatu ); in water, in fire and in wind, likewise; but as in earth, it is the element-earth that predominates, 
therefore it is called earth; and it is the same for water, fire and wind. 56 ’ 

Answer. - That is not correct. Why? The four great elements present in fire should all be hot, for 
there is no fire without heat. If the three great elements (earth, water and wind] that are found in fire were 
not hot, they would not be called fire; if they were hot, they would lose their own nature (, svabhdva ) and 
would all be called fire. 

If you say that this heat is not perceived because of its subtlety ( sauksmya ), we would say that it would be 
no different from [pure and simple] non-existence. It is necessary that a coarse ( sthula ) element be 
perceived in order that one could thereby deduce a subtle ( suksma ) element; but without coarse element, 
[195a] there is no subtle element. 

For these various reasons, the specific nature of earth is non-existent ( nopalabhate ) and if the nature of 
earth does not exist, neither does that of the other dharmas. Therefore all dharmas have [this absence of 
nature] as their identical nature. 


(bhautika ), which depends on it ( upadayarupa ). In ordinary usage, what is designated by the word “earth” is the 
color and shape (Kosa, I, p. 22-23). But the great elements never exist in the isolated state; all four manifest their 
presence in every material object by means of their own activity: support ( dhrti ), cohesion ( samgraha ), burning 
(pakti ) and expansion ( vyuhana ) (Kosa, I, p. 22; II, p. 146). On the other hand, as we shall see, color, derived matter, 
supported by the great elements, is inseparable from smell, taste and tangible. It follows that the smallest molecule 
(samghatanu ) of matter existing in the isolated state entails at least eight substances, namely, the four great elements 
(mahabhula) and four derived substances (bhautika): color, odor, taste, tangible, Kosa, II, p. 145). The Mpps makes 
a point here of refuting this theory. 

561 For example, the element earth, which has solidity as nature, exists in water, since water supports ships; etc. 

~’ 6i According to Kosa, I, p. 23-24, the element wind (vayudhatu) is the dharma that has as its nature movement 
(Trana); that which is called ‘wind’ is either the element wind or else color and shape; we talk about ‘a black wind’, 
a ‘circular wind’, etc. 
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Question. - You cannot say that they are without nature. Why? Because the absence of nature in every 
dharma is a nature. Without this absence of nature, you could not deny all nature to dharmas. Why? 
Because there would not be absence of nature. But if this absence of nature does exist, you could not say 
that all dharmas are without nature. 

Answer. - [We refuse to hypostatize this “absence of nature”]. It is because they are without nature that we 
deny any nature to dharmas, [including absence of nature]. If they had as nature this absence of nature, that 
would be to return to attributing natures to dharmas. Since we do not recognize any nature in dharmas, no 
objection can be made to the lack of nature [that we are assuming as our thesis: purely negative lack] 
which, after having destroyed any nature of dharma, also destroys itself, like the smoldering ember which, 
having used up all the kindling (indhana) , then burns itself up. This is why the saint (diya) practices the 
dnimittanimittasamadhi 563 which [after having destroyed all the characteristics] destroys the without- 
characteristics itself. 

[7. Other identical natures in all dharmas ]. - Finally, the bodhisattva sees all dharmas as being without 
cohesion or dispersion, without color (rupa) or shape ( samsthdna ), non-resistant ( apratigha ), ineffable and 
unspeakable, of unique nature ( ekalaksana ), i.e., without nature. 

These are the identical natures ( ekalaksana ) found in every dharma; now how does the bodhisattva see the 
multiple natures? 

2, Multiple natures. 564 


[Groups of two dharmas ]. - All dharmas are classed into two categories: name ( ndma ) and form (rupa); 
material (rupya) and non-material (drupya ); visible ( sanidarsana ) and invisible ( anidarsana ); resistant 
(sapratigha) and non-resistant ( apratigha ); impure (sdsrava) and pure (anasrava); conditioned (samskrta) 
and unconditioned (asamskrta), etc. 

The two hundred groups of two dharmas are listed in the chapter on the Thousand difficulties. 

There are other groups of two dharmas: patience ( ksdnti ) and harmony (samdgama); veneration (satkdra) 
and worship (pujd); material generosity (dmisaddna ) and generosity of the Dharma ( dharmaddna ); 
speculative power (vikalpanabala) and power of practice of the Path ( mdrgabhdvanabala ); perfection of 
morality (sflaparipuri) and perfection of right view ( samyagdrstiparipuri ); simplicity-sincerity ( rjutva) and 
gentleness-kindness ( mrdutarunatva ); concentrations ( samddhi ) and knowledge ( jhdna ); intelligence (yukti ) 
and eloquence ( nirukti ); worldly dharma (laukikadharma) and absolute Dharma ( parmdrthadharma ); 
thought and skillfulness; experiential truth ( samvrtisatya ) and absolute truth ( paramarthasatya ); temporary 
liberation ( sdmayiki vimukti) and liberation not destroying mind; sopadhisesha and mimpadhiseshanirvana; 


563 The animittanimittasamadhi has as object the apratisamkhyanirodha of the animittasamadhi ; cf. Kosa, VIII, p. 
189. 

564 These various groups of dharmas have already been mentioned above, Traite, I, p. 53F; II, p. 642-646F. 
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end of activity ( karmdnta ) and end of wish ( pranidhanta ); seeing knowledge {jnanadarsana ) and seeing 
cessation ( nirodhadarsana ); conformity with meaning ( arthasamyoga ) and literal conformity 
(y yanjanasamyoga); moderation in desires ( alpecchd) and satisfaction ( samtusti ). easy nourishment and 
easy filling; Dharma and activity conforming to the Dharma (anudharmapratipatti); knowledge of 
cessation of vices ( ksayajhdna ) and knowledge of non-production of vices, as well as innumerable twofold 
dharmas of the same type. 

[Groups of three dharmas ]. - Furthermore, the bodhisattva knows the three Paths: the Paths of seeing 
(i darsanamdrga ) of meditation ( bhdvanamdrga ) and of the arhat ( asaiksamdrga ); the three natures 
(svabhdva), cutting, separation and destruction; the three cultivations ( bhdvana ): cultivation of morality 
(sfla) concentration (samddhi) and wisdom ( prajha); the three Bodhis: bodhi pf the Buddhas, the 
pratyekabuddhas and the sravakas; the three Vehicles (yarn): Vehicles of the Buddhas, the 
pratyekabuddhas and the sravakas; the three [195b] refuges ( pratisarana ): the Buddha, the Dharma and the 
Samgha; the three abodes ( vihdra ), abodes of Brahma, deva and arya; three exaltations ( utkarsa): exaltation 
of self, other and the Dharma; the three things not requiring secrecy ( araksya ): bodily action ( kdyakarman ), 
speech ( vdkkarman ) and mental action ( manaskarman ); the three sources of merit ( punyakriydvastu ): 
generosity ( ddna ), morality (sila) and meditation ( bhdvana ); the three equipments: hearing ( sravana ), 
renunciation ( vairdgya ) and wisdom {prajha), the three wheels [or supernatural powers of the Buddha that 
allow him] to transform himself, to inform another and to teach; the three doors to liberation 
(vimoksamukha): emptiness ( sunyatd, signlessness (animitta) and wishlessness {apranihita), as well as 
innumerable threefold dharmas of the same type. 

[Groups of four dharmas .] - The bodhisattva also knows the groups of four dharmas: the four foundations 
of mindfulness {smrtyupasthdna) the four right efforts ( samyakpradhdna ), the four bases of miraculous 
power (rddhipdda), the four Noble Truths (diyasatya), the four families of saints (dryavamsa ); the four 
fruits of the religious life (sramanaphala), the four knowledges, the four beliefs, the four paths, the four 
means of winning over others ( samgrahavastu ), the four supports (dsraya ), the four good roots of 
penetration ( prativedhakusalamula ), the four paths, the four wheels of gods and men, the four solidities, the 
four fearlessnesses ( vaisdradya ), the four limitless ones (apramdnacitto) as well as innumerable fourfold 
dharmas of the same type. 

[Groups of five dharmas .] - He also knows the groups of five dharmas: the five asaiksas, the five exits 
(niryanal), the five librations (vimukti), the five senses ( indriya ), the five powers ( bala ), the five great gifts 
( mahadana ), the five knowledges {jhana ), the five anagamins, the five heavens of the Suddhavasadevas, 
the five antidotes (pratipaksa ), the concentration of the five knowledges (pahcajhanika samyaksamddhi), 
the concentration of the five noble members ( pancaryangasamadhi ), the five ways of expressing oneself 
according to the Dharma, as well as innumerable fivefold dharmas of the same type. 

[Groups of six dharmas .] - He also knows the six abandonments, the six devotions, the six 
superknowledges ( abhijhd), the six kinds of arhat, the six levels of the Path of seeing the truths 
{satyadarsanamdrga), the six recollections ( anusmrti ), the six samadhis, the six samapattis, the six 
paramitas, as well as innumerable sixfold dharmas of the same type. 
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[Groups of seven dharmas .] - He also knows the seven wings of enlightenment ( bodhyahga ), the seven 
riches ( dhana ), the seven supports (dsraya ), the seven conscious absorptions, the seven good dharmas, the 
seven knowledges, the seven destinies of good people ( saptapurusagati ), the seven purities ( visuddhi ), the 
seven meritorious material works ( aupadhika punyakriyavastu) and the seven non-material meritorious 
works, the seven auxiliary absorptions, as well as innumerable sevenfold dharmas of the same type. 

[Groups of eight dharmas.] - He also knows the eightfold noble Path ( astdhgaryamdrga ), the eight 
liberations ( vimoksa ), the eight spheres of mastery ( abhibhvdyatana ), the eight minds of the Great Man, the 
eight kinds of exertion (vfrya), the eight Purusas, the eight strengths ( bala ) of the arhat, as well as 
innumerable other dharmas of the same type. 

[Groups of nine dharmas.] - He also knows the nine successive absorptions ( anupurvasamdpatti ), the nine 
[members of the causal chain] starting from name-and-form ( ndmarupa ) up to birth (jdti) and death 
(marana), the nine pure knowledges ( anasravajhdna ) leading to the knowledge of the destruction of the 
vices (dsravaksayajnand), the nine pure levels or the Path of meditation ( bhdvanamdrga ) of nine stages 
(six dhydnas and three drupyas), as well as innumerable dharmas classified into nines. 

[Groups of ten dharmas.] - He also knows the ten dharmas of the saiksa, the ten aspects of a corpse 
(samjnagata), the ten knowledges ( jndna ), the ten spheres of totality ( krtsndyatana ), the ten mental events 
accompanying every good mind ( kusalamahdbhumika ), the ten strengths of the Buddha, as well as 
innumerable tenfold dharmas of the same type. 

[Other numerical groups.] - He also knows the eleven auxiliary dharmas of the Path, the twelve causes 
(niddna), the thirteen exits ( nirydnadharma ), the fourteen minds of transformation ( nirmdnacitta ), the 
fifteen minds of the Path of seeing the truths ( satyadarsanamdrga ), the sixteen practices related to 
breathing (dnapdna ), the seventeen noble practices, the eighteen special attributes (dvenikadharma ), the 
nineteen levels of separation, the 162 margas in the course of the Path of meditation ( bhdvanamdrga ) 
necessary to break up the passions; the 178 [195c] fruits of the religious ( sramanaphala) - 89 conditioned 
fruits ( sainskrtaphala ) and 89 unconditioned fruits ( asamskptaphala ) - as well as innumerable different 
dharmas of the same type. Arising and cessation, increase and decrease, acquisition and loss, defilement 
and purification: the Bodhisattva knows all of that. 


3. Characteristics and emptiness of self nature. 


Knowing all these dharmas, the bodhisattva-mahasattva introduces them into the emptiness of self nature 
(svabhdvasunyatd) and experiences no attachment ( sahga, abhinivesa) for dharmas; he surpasses the levels 
of the sravakas and pratyrekabuddhas; he enters into the state of Bodhisattva. Having entered into the state 
of Bodhisattva, he distinguishes the various types of dharmas, saves beings and causes them to obtain the 
Triple Vehicle by means of his great compassion ( mahdkarund) and the power of his skillful means 
( updyabala ). Thus, a skillful artisan, by the power of remedies ( osadhi ), can transform silver into gold and 
gold into silver. 
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Question. - If dharmas are really empty of self nature, why does the bodhisattva still distinguish their 
various names and does not limit himself to preaching their essential emptiness? 

Answer. - The bodhisattva-mahasattva does not claim that emptiness can be grasped ( upalabdha ) or 
accepted ( abhinivisya ). If emptiness could be grasped and accepted, the bodhisattva would not speak of the 
various distinctive characteristics ( ndndvidhabhinnalaksana ) of dharmas. But an ungraspable emptiness 
(i anupalacasunya ) is not an obstacle (avarana). If it were an obstacle, it would be graspable and not 
ungraspable. Knowing this ungraspable emptiness, the bodhisattva-mahasattva returns to distinguishing 
dharmas [in order to teach them more easily]. Saving beings by loving-kindness ( maitri ) and compassion 
(karuna) is the power of Prajnaparamita; the true nature of dharmas about which he undertakes to speak is 
Prajnaparamita. 

Question. - But all the ordinary books ( lokasamvrtigrantha ) and the ninety-six kinds of religious works 565 
all speak of the true nature of dharmas; in the sravaka Pitaka also it is a matter of the true nature of 
dharmas. Why is it not called Prajnaparamita [in these works] and only in the present sutra is the true 
nature of dharmas called Prajnaparamita? 

Answer. - The worldly books, which aim at the pacification of kingdoms, the perfecting of families and the 
pleasures of life, are not true. Religious heretics ( tfrthikaparivrajaka ), who fall into wrong views 
( mithyadrsti ) and whose minds are perverted, are not truthful either. As for the sravakas, although they do 
have the four truths, they believe that the true nature of dharmas consists of impermanence ( anitya ), 
suffering ( duhkha ), emptiness ( sunya ) and non-self ( andtma ). Since their wisdom is imperfect ( aparipurna ) 
and dull ( atiksna ), they are unable to help beings or to acquire the qualities of the Buddhas. The have a true 
wisdom, but it is not the ‘virtue of wisdom’. 

It is said that the Buddha enters into and comes out of concentrations ( samddhi ) of which Sariputra and the 
other disciples are ignorant even of their names, still less of their nature. Why? At the time of their first 
resolution (prathamacittotpada ), the arhats and pratyekabuddhas do not have the great vows 
(mahapranidhana), do not have great loving-kindness ( mahdmaitri ) or great compassion ( mahdkarund), do 
not seek all the qualities ( guna ) [of the Buddhas], do not honor all the Buddhas of the three times and the 
ten directions; they do not [196a] sincerely seek to understand the true nature of dharmas, for they seek 
only to escape from the suffering of old age (jard), sickness ( vyddhi ) and death ( marana ). On the other 
hand, from their first resolution, the bodhisattvas pronounce the great vow [to save beings], they have great 
loving-kindness and great compassion, they seek all the qualities and honor all the Buddhas of the three 
times and the ten directions, they have very keen knowledge (mahdtiksnajndna) and seek the true nature of 
dharmas, they expel all kinds of opinions, namely, opinions regarding pure and impure ( sucyasuci ), 
emptiness and reality ( sunyasadbhuta ), the self and the non-self (dtmdndtman). Rejecting these wrong 
views and theoretical opinions, they only see, in external things, that the true nature is neither pure nor 
impure, neither eternal nor transitory, neither happy nor unhappy, neither empty nor real, neither with nor 
without self. The bodhisattva is not attached to any of these opinions, for these are worldly theses 
(lokasamvrtidharma): they are not absolute ( paramarthika ), are neither completely pure 


565 Works relating to the 96 heretical sects; cf. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 410. 
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(, trimandalaparisuddha ) nor irrefutable ( aharya ) nor infallible ( avikara ). The [completely neutral] position 
adopted by the saints (dryci) is called Prajnaparamita. 


V. WAYS OF ACQUIRING PRAJNAPMARAMITA. 


1. By the successive practice of the five virtues. 


Question. - Now we know that the essential nature of Prajna consists of the absence of nature ( animitta ) 
and non-perception (, anupalabdhi ); how does the ascetic (yogin) acquire it? 

Answer. - The Buddha preaches the Dharma by skillful means ( updya ), and the ascetic who acts in 
accordance with this sermon ends up by acquiring the Dharma. It is as if he borrowed a ladder to climb a 
steep cliff, or he took a boat to cross the great sea. From his first resolution ( prathamacittotpada ), the 
bodhisattva hears it said by the Buddha, by a disciple or in a sutra that all dharmas are absolutely empty 
(i atyantasiinya ), that they have no defined nature ( aniyatasvabhdva ) to which one can adhere or in which 
one can believe, that the absolute ( paramdrtha ) Dharma destroys all futile proliferation ( prapanca ) and that 
nirvana is safety par excellence. [Then the bodhisattva says to himself]: “Can I, who want to save all 
beings, alone take possession of nirvana? At this time, my merits ( punya ), my qualities ( guna ), my 
knowledge and the power of my superknowledges (, abhijnabala ) are still imperfect ( aparipiirna ); thus I am 
unable to lead beings; first I should complete the causes and conditions.” Then he practices the five virtues 
( paramita), beginning with generosity: 

1. By material gifts (amisadana), he gains great wealth; by the gift of the Dharma, he acquires great 
wisdom ( mahdprajnd). By practicing these two generosities, he can guide poor people ( daridra) and 
introduce them into the TripOle Vehicle. 

2. By observing morality (sila), he takes birth in a noble state among gods or men; he himself avoids the 
three unfortunate destinies ( durgati ) and he makes beings avoid them in their turn. 

3. By patience ( ksdnti ), he avoids the poison of anger ( krodhavisa ), he obtains physical beauty and supreme 
distinction. Those who see him are joyful, respect him, esteem him and venerate him, all the more so when 
they hear him preach the Dharma. 

4. By means of exertion ( virya ) he destroys all laziness ( kausfdya ) now and in the future in acquiring the 
merits of the Path; thus he obtains a vajra body and an unshakeable mind ( achalacitta ). With this body and 
mind, he destroys the pride ( abhimdna ) of worldly people and makes them obtain nirvana. 

5. By means of dhydna, he destroys distraction ( viksiptacitta ). He escapes from the five desires ( kama) and 
guilty pleasures and teaches others to avoid them. 
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[196b] Dhyana is the basis of Prajnaparamita; the latter arises spontaneously when the virtue of dhyana is 
relied upon. A sutra says: “The one-pointed ( ekacitta ) and concentrated ( samdhita) bhiksu is able to 
contemplate the true nature of dharmas.” 

Furthermore, the bodhisattva knows that the world of desire ( kdmadhdtu ) abounds in sins of avarice 
(matsarya) and greed ( chanda ) that keep shut the doors of good. By practicing the virtue of generosity he 
destroys these two faults and opens the doors of good. - Wishing to keep the doors open always, he 
practices the ten good paths of action ( kusalakarmapatha ). - But, by the virtue of morality {sila), he does 
not obtain dhyana and wisdom, because, not having eliminated the desires ( kama ), he is violating the virtue 
of morality; this is why he practices patience ( ksdnti ). He knows that, by the first three virtues [generosity, 
morality and patience], he can open the gates of merit (punya). 

Besides, he knows that the fruit of retribution {vipdkaphald) is not eternal and that after enjoying bliss 
among the gods and humans, one will fall back down into suffering. Disgusted with these transitory merits, 
the bodhisattva seeks the true nature or Prajnaparamita. How will he obtain it? He will certainly succeed in 
obtaining it by mind concentration {ekacitta). To lay hold of the precious pearls {ratnamani) of the naga 
kings, one must watch attentively not to disturb the naga: thus one will obtain a JambudvTpa of value. [In 
the same way], by attentiveness ( ekacitta ) and dhyana , the bodhisattva avoids the five desires {kama) and 
the five obstacles {mvarana)', to obtain spiritual joy, he makes use of great exertion {vfiya). This is why we 
talk about exertion immediately after patience. The sutra actually says: “Sitting with body upright and 
having fixed his attention in front of him, the ascetic energetically seeks absorption and, even though his 
flesh and bones rot, he will never desist.” 566 Thus exertion prepares dhyana. 

When one has wealth, giving it is not difficult; if one is afraid of falling into the three unfortunate destinies 
{durgati), or of losing one’s good reputation, to keep morality (sila) and patience {ksdnti) is not difficult: 
this is why the first three virtues do not need any exertion. But here, to calm the mind and seek absorption 
in view of the true nature of Prajnaparamita is a difficult thing that requires exertion. This is how one will 
attain Prajnaparamita by exertion. 

2. By practicing just one virtue. 


Question. - Is it necessary to practice the five virtues to obtain the Prajnaparamita, or is it enough to 
practice one or two virtues in order to obtain it? 

Answer. - The virtues have a twofold aspect: i) one single virtue, by interaction, includes all the virtues; ii) 
one practices the virtues each in turn (anukalam) and separately (prthak). [In the first case], it is the 
predominant virtue that imposes its name. It is the same for a conglomerate composed of the four great 


566 Cf. the well-known phrase (Majjhima, I, p. 425, etc.): Idha bhikkhu arahhagato. va rukkhamulagato va 
suhhdgdrato va nisidati pallankam dbhujitva ujum kayam panidhaya parimukham satim ipatthapetvd. - For the 
sermon on the ascetic who took it upon himself to keep this position until the final result, see above, p. 929F, n. 1. 
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elements (, mahabhutasamghata ); although the four great elements are inseparable ( avisamyukta ), it is the 
predominant element that imposes its name [on the conglomerate]. 567 There is, we would say, ‘interaction’ 
[between the virtues, for one single virtue includes the five others, and it is not possible to acquire the 
Prajnaparamita independently of the other five virtues. [In the second case], by practicing the virtues in 
successive order, the Prajnaparamita is acquired as a result of one or another virtue. 

When a person who has produced the mind of supreme perfect enlightenment (, anuttarasamyaksambodhi ) 
practices generosity ( ddna ), he tries to discover the characteristic ( laksana ) of generosity. Generosity is 
neither one nor many, neither eternal nor non-eternal, neither existent nor non-existent, etc. as [196c] was 
said in the refutation of generosity (p. 724F). Thanks to generosity, the bodhisattva discovers the true 
nature which is the same for all dharmas. This is how, by means of generosity [alone], the Prajnaparamita 
may be obtained. 

There are people who, by observing morality (sfla) have no trouble in not causing harm to beings. But 
when they seize the characteristics ( nimittodgrahana ) and become attached to them ( abhinivesa ), they 
provoke controversy ( vivdda ). These people who previously had no antagonism toward beings now 
experience aversion or affection for a (dogmatic) system and begin to hate their adversaries. 

And so, if they want not to not cause harm to beings, they must practice fundamental equality in regard to 
all dharmas (dharmas amata). If they distinguish between what is sinful and what is not, they are not 
practicing the virtue of morality. Why? Because they will detest sin and will love its opposite; their mind 
becomes excited and they return to harming beings. This is why, by means of a correct view of sin and its 
opposite, the bodhisattva experiences neither aversion nor affection in his hearts. Seeing in this way, he 
acquires the Prajnaparamita by practicing only the virtue of morality. 

3. The bodhisattva has this thought: “If I do not acquire patience toward dharmas ( dharmaksdnti ), I will not 
always be able to be patient. As long as they do not undergo oppression, all beings are patient; but when 
suffering comes along to torture them, they lose their patience. They are like these prisoners who fear to be 
beaten and take refuge in death. This is why I must produce dharmaksdnti : there is no tormenter, no 
insulter, no victim; I alone must undergo the punishment (vipdkaphala) for the mistakes ( viparydsa ) of my 
earlier existences (purvajanman ).” From then on, the bodhisattva makes no more distinctions between the 
object of the patience and the patience itself; he penetrates deeply into the absolute emptiness 
(i atyantasunya ); this is dharmaksdnti. Endowed with this dharmaksdnti , he will never again torment beings. 
The wisdom associated with this dharmaksdnti is Prajnaparamita. 

4. Exertion (viiya) is present in all the good dharmas and is able to realize all the good dharmas. While 
wisdom, in measuring and analyzing dharmas, penetrates the nature of things ( dharmadhdtu ), exertion 
lends its help. On the other hand, knowing that the true nature of exertion is independent of the body and 
the mind, the bodhisattva is truly unshakeable. Such exertion can give rise to Prajnaparamita; other 


567 The four elements are present in the lump of earth, for the earth possesses dampness, heat and movement; but as 
the element-earth (prthmdhatu), characterized by solidity ( khakkhatatva ), predominates in the lump, we speak of ‘a 
lump of earth’. See above, p. 1099F. 
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exertions, in the manner of magic ( maya) or dream ( svapna ) are false and unreal; that is why they are not 
spoken of. 

5. When the mind concentrates its attention, it can truly see the true nature of dharmas. This true nature 
cannot be perceived [by experience], namely, what is seen ( drsta ), heard ( sruta ), thought ( mata ) and known 
(vijhdta). Why? Because the six senses and their six coarse objects are all deceptive and result from the 
retribution of causes and conditions. There, everything that is known and seen is deceptive; and no 
deceptive knowledge merits belief. That which merits belief is the true Wisdom alone obtained by the 
Buddhas in the course of incalculable periods ( asamkhyeyakalpa ). Since this wisdom depends on dhyana 
and careful consideration of the true nature of dharmas we can say that dhyana gives rise to Prajnaparamita. 

[197a] There are cases where, without practicing the five virtues, a person penetrates the true nature of 
dharmas solely by hearing ( sravana ), study ( adhyayana ), reflection ( manasikara) or calculation ( ganana ): 
the knowledge of means ( updyajhdna ) gives rise to Prajnaparamita. Sometimes also it is two, three or four 
virtues that give rise to Prajnaparamita. Similarly, some realize the fruit of the Path ( mdrgaphala ) by 
hearing only one truth (satyd) preached; others realize the fruit of the Path by hearing two, three or four 
truths. The person who has doubts about the truth of suffering ( duhkhasatya ) finds the Path when the truth 
of suffering is preached to him; and it is the same for the other three truths, The person who has doubts 
about all four truths finds the Path when the four truths are preached to him. Thus the Buddha said to a 
bhiksu: “If you are able to cut desire ( rdga ) I guarantee that you will obtain the state of anagamin; if you 
cut desire, know that hatred ( dvesa ) and delusion ( moha ) will indeed be cut by that very fact.” 568 It is the 
same for the six virtues: to destroy the dominant fault of avarice ( matsarya ), a sermon on generosity should 
be preached, and the other faults will be destroyed by that very fact; to destroy mixed faults, the six virtues 
should be preached at the same time. Consequently, if it is a question of a particular behavior or the group 
of behaviors, the six virtues are preached for everybody and not for just one person. 

3. By abstaining from any practice. 


Furthermore, the bodhisattva acquires the Prajnaparamita without practicing any dharma and without 
acquiring any dharma. Why? All practices ( caiyd) are erroneous and futile: from near or far, they present 
faults. In fact, bad dharmas ( akusaladharma ) are faulty from close up; as for good dharmas, they are 
transformed and modified from far away; those who become attached to them will end up by experiencing 
pain and sorrow; thus they show defects from far off. [Good and bad practices] are like an appetizing food 
and a disgusting food both of which have been poisoned. As soon as one eats the disgusting food, one feels 
dissatisfied. When one eats the appetizing food, one feels pleasant satisfaction for the moment, but later it 
takes one’s life. Therefore both kinds of food should be avoided, and it is the same for good and bad 
practices. 


568 For this text, see above, p. 1029F, n. 1. 
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Question. - If that is so, why did the Buddha preach the three practices, namely, the brahmanic practice 
(. brahmacarya ), the godly practice ( divyacaiya ) and the noble practice (aryacarya )? 5 

Answer. - The noble practice consists of practicing the absence of all practice. Why? Because during all 
noble practice, one never departs from the three gates of liberation ( vimoksamukha ). The brahmanic and the 
divine practices arise insofar as they grasp the characteristics of beings (sattvanimittodgrahana ); although 
they do not show defects at the time they are being practiced, they will show them later on and the realities 
they actually pursue will all appear to be false. However, the saint (diya) who practices these two kinds of 
practice with a detached mind ( asaktacitta ) does not commit any fault. 

For the person who practices the absence of practice thus, nothing exists any longer: errors ( vipaiydsa ), 
deceptions ( vancana ) and the afflictions ( klesa ) no longer arise for they are purified like space 
(dkdsasuddhd). He acquires the true nature of dharmas by holding his non-acquisition ( anupalabdhi ) as an 
acquisition. It is said in the non-acquired Prajna: “Dharmas, form ( rupa ), etc., are not empty as a result of 
emptiness; they are originally and eternally empty in themselves; dharmas, form, etc., are not non- 
perceptible because wisdom does not reach them: they are originally and eternally non-perceptible in 
themselves.” 570 This is [197b] why we should not ask how many virtues must be practiced to obtain 
Prajnaparamita. Out of loving-kindness and compassion to beings, the Buddhas teach the practices in order 
to be in harmony with common usage ( samvrti ), but there is nothing absolute ( paramdrtha ) there. 

Question. - If Prajnaparamita can be neither acquired nor practiced, why does the ascetic seek it? 

Answer. - There are two kinds of things that cannot be acquired: 

i) Worldly pleasures, which can be sought but which do not respond to the attempt, cannot be acquired; ii) 
The true nature of dharmas, the definite notice ( niyattanimitta ) of which escapes perception, cannot be 
acquired. Not being non-existent, they include merit (punya ) and increase the roots of good ( kusalamula ). 
Worldly people ( prthagjana ) who speculate about worldly affairs ( lokadharma ) have profit (, labdha ), etc.; 


569 These are the three practices (carya) or the three abodes ( vihdra ) defined above, Traite, I, p. 162-163F. 

570 A vague and inexact reference to a classical passage in the Prajna literature: cf. Pancavimshati, ed. Dutt, p. 37- 
38 (Chinese transl. by Hiuan tsang, T 220, k. 402, vol. 7, p. 11 b26-11 c 16; by Moksala, T 221, k. 1, p. 4cl8-28; by 
Dharmaraksa, T 222, k. 1, p. 152al6-152b2; by Kumarajlva, T 223, k. 1, p. 221 b25-221 c 10); Satasahasrika, p. 118 
seq, 81 seq, 932 seq. - The sutras and the sastras of the Greater Vehicle often used this text, citing it more or less 
faithfully: cf. Kasyapaparivarta, p. 94, § 63; Madh. vrtti, p. 248; Sutralamkara, ed. Levi, p. 76; Samgrayha, p. 116- 
118; Siddhi, p. 521,531. Here are some extracts from the Pancavimshati version: 

Iha bodhisattvo mahasattvah prajndpdramitayam carcin, bodhisattvci eva sail bodhisattvam na 
samanupasyati... rupam api na samanupahyati... Tathci hi rupam rupasvabhavena sunyam... Na sunyataya rupam 
sunyam... nanyatrarupac sunyata... rupam eva simyata... sunyataiva rujpam... Ndmamatramidam yad idam rupam... 
Tathci hi mdyopamam rupam... mdyd ca ndmamdtram... Mdyddarsanasvabhasya hi notpado na nirodho na samkleso 
na vyvaddnam... Tathci hi krtrimam ncimci... Tcini bodhisattvah prajndpdramitdyam caran sarvandmdni na 
samanupasyati, asamanupasyan ndbhinivisate. 

The reasoning given here for rupa is repeated for the other four skandhas and is applied in a general way 
to all dharmas without exception. 
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and it is the same for all the good qualities. But it is according to the mind of the world that we speak about 
acquisition, in the mind of the Buddha, nothing in acquired. 

This is a summary of the meaning of Prajnaparamita; later we will speak of it at greater length. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Volume 11 of the Treatise on the Great Virtue of Wisdom appeared in 1949 and more than twenty years 
separate it from Volume III which I [Lamotte] have the honor of presenting today. During this time 
Buddhist studies have made considerable progress in many directions and have brought new light to the 
Traite. An entire book would be needed to describe them in detail, which would delay further the 
publishing of the present volume. These introductory pages' will be limited to providing some detailed 
information on the Traite itself, its author, the sources from which it draws its inspiration, the Chinese 
translation of which it is the object and, finally, the contents of Volume III. The Supplement to the 
Bibliography that will follow it will inform the reader more fully. 

I. THE TREATISE ON THE GREAT VIRTUE OF WISDOM 

The Traite is a voluminous commentary on a lengthy version of the Prajhdpdramitdsutra. The short 
version that first appeared consisted of 8000 slokas or units of 32 syllables and was entitled Astasdhasrikd 
Prajhdpdramitd. The original Sanskrit text was published by R. Mitra in 1888 and by U. Wogihara in 
1932-35; it was translated into Chinese six times (T 220, nos. 4-5, 224, 225, 226, 227, 228) and once into 
Tibetan (Tib. Trip 734). 

The long versions entitled Mahdprajhdpdramitdsutra were three or possibly four in number: 

1. The Astddasasdhasrika in 18,000 slokas partially edited by E. Conze in 1962, translated once into 
Chinese (T 220, no. 3) and once into Tibetan (Tib. Trip. 732). 

2. The Pahcavimsatisdhasrikd in 25,000 slokas , the history of which is more complicated: 

a. T 222: Koung-tsang-king, by Dharmaraksa in 286 A.D. 

b. Fang-kouang-pan-jo-king, by Moksala in 291. 

c. Mo-ho-pan-jo-po-lo-mi-king, by Kumarajlva in 403-404. 

d. T 220, no, 2: Ta-pan-jo-po-lo-mi-king, by Hiuan-tsang in 660-663. 

e. Tib. Trip. 731: Ses-rab-kyipha-rol-tu phyin-pa stoh-phrag-hi-su-lha-pa, by unknown translators. 

A modified version serving as commentary to the Abhisamaydlamkdra of Maitreya also exists in Sanskrit 
and Tibetan. 

a. Aryapancavimsatisahasrika bhagavati prajhdpdramitd, abhisamayalamkardnusdrena samsodhitd, 

partially edited by N. Dutt in 1934. 


' In this introduction, except for indicated exceptions, the numbers in parentheses in the text refer to the pages of the 
French translation when they are in simple numbers, to the pages and columns of the Chinese edition of T 1509 
when the numbers are followed by the letters a, b or c. 
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b. Tib. Trip. 5188: Ses-rab-kyi pha-tol-tu phyin-pa stori-phrag ni-su-lha-pa, translated by Si-ba bzan-po 
and Tshul-khrims rgyal-ba. 

3. The Satasahasrika in 100,000 slokas was partially edited in 1902 by P. C. Ghosa, translated once into 
Chinese (T 220, no. 1) and once into Tibetan (Tib. Trip. 730). 

This list far from exhausts the enormous production of Prajndpdramitds : there are still many other shorter 
texts of which the author of the Traite was unaware. E. Conze has recorded them for us in his work The 
Prajndpdramitd Literature, 1960. 

The Traite was a commentary in Sanskrit on the Mahdprajndpdramitdsutra, in the present case the original 
version of the Pancavimsatisahasrika, a copy of which was in Kumarajlva's possession and which he 
translated at the same time as the Traite in 403-404: this is the Taisho 223. The translator had no 
knowledge of the modified version, the only one that has come down to us. 

On the other hand, the Indo-Tibetan tradition is silent about the Traite, the only evidence of which is the 
abridged Chinese translation made by Kumarajlva under the name Ta-tche-tou louen (T 1509). 

The East as well as the West has become accustomed to restoring this title in Sanskrit as 
Mahdprajndpdramitdsdstra /'Treatise on the Great Perfection of Wisdom". 

But, as P. Demieville has commented,^ various titles are found both in the editions as well as in the 
fragments of manuscript found at Touen-houang and especially Mo-ho-po-lo-mi-to-king-che-louefr "The 
latter (also denoted in the K'ai-yuan-lou, T 2145, K. 4, p. 513a4) is the one that appears at the head of the 
preface by Seng-jouei (at the beginning of T 1509), with an abridged variant also given by the Tch'ou-san- 
tsang-ki-tsi (T 2145, k. 10, p. 74cll). This title is probably the older one and could correspond to the 
Sanskrit Mahd-prajndpdramitd-upadesa-[sdstra\. the word upadesa is, furthermore, given in transcription 
in the Chinese biographies of Nagamna which must emanate from Kumarajlva: in one of these biographies 
we read that 'Nagarjuna made an upadesa in ten thousand gdthds ^ to explain the Mahayana in a developed 
manner' ( Long-chou-p'ou-sa-tchouan, T 2047, p. 184cl8; Fou-fa-tsang-yin-yuan-tchouan, T 2058, k. 5, p. 
318M6).” 4 

But the characters che-louen do not necessarily render the Sanskrit upadesa and do not appear among the 
Chinese expressions most often used to translate upadesa, namely, louen-yi, fa-yi, chouo-yi, fa-chouo, yi- 
couo, ta-kiaoP 

Be that as it may, Demieville was right and, in the title in question, che-louen is the equivalent of upadesa. 

Actually, upadesa is also the name of the twelfth and last member of the ‘twelve-membered’ word of the 
Buddha ( dvddasahgabuddhavacana ) which is frequently mentioned in the Sanskrit texts of the two 


O - - 

“ Le Traite de la Grande Vertu de Sagesse de Nagarjuna , JA, 1950, p. 375, n. 1 

3 Read: ‘ten myriads of gathas.’ 

4 Mochizuki, Cyclopedia, p. 227b; A. Hirakawa, A Study of the Vinaya-Pitaka, Tokyo, 1960, p. 348-352. 
^ The Chinese characters are given rather than the numbers as in previous vols. I and II. 


872 



Vehicles; Kumarajiva uses only two ways of rendering this member: he either transcribes it as yeou-po-t’i- 
cho, or else he translates it as louen-yi. 

And yet at kiuan 20, p. 208M6, which the reader will find below at p. 1237F, the Traite designates itself 
under the title of Pan-jo-po-lo-mi-louen-yi : pan-jo-lo-mi is the transcription of prajna-paramita, and louen- 
yi is the translation of upadesa. 

Therefore the original Indian title was Prajndpdramitopadesa ‘Detailed Analysis of the Perfection of 
Wisdom’, or also Mahd-prajnd-pdramita-sutra-upadesa, ‘Detailed Analysis of the Great Sutra on the 
Perfection of Wisdom’, in the present case, the Panca-vimsati-sdhasrikd. 

The works of scholastic Buddhism often have the title of Upadesa : thus Vasubandhu composed upadesas 
on the Saddharmapundarfka (T 1519, 1520), the Sukhavativyuha (T 1524), the Ratnacuda (T 1526), the 
Dhannacakrapravartana (T 1533), etc. 

At kiuan 33, p. 308a, the Traite will explain what it means by upadesa : “Louen-yi ( upadesa ) means to 
reply to questions ( prasnavydkarana ), to explain why and then to explain broadly the meanings (, artha ). 
When the Buddha preached the four truths ( satya ), he was asked what they are, and the reply was that they 
are the four noble truths (diyasatya). He was asked what are these truths, and the reply was that they are the 
four noble truths on suffering (, duhkha ), its origin (samudaya), its cessation (, nirodha ) and the path 
( pratipad ): that is what the louen-yi ( upadesa ) is. He was asked what is the noble truth of suffering 
(duhkhdryasatya ), and the reply was that it is the eight kinds of suffering, suffering of birth (jdtiduhkha ), 
etc. He was asked what is the suffering of birth, and the reply was that beings, in every place of birth 
(jdtisthdna ), undergo suffering. Giving such answers to questions and broadly explaining the meanings is 
what is called yeou-po-t’i-cho (upadesa). 


II. THE AUTHOR AND HIS SOURCES 


An almost twenty century-old legend has been woven around the author of the Traite and even to skim 
through it, it is evident that there will be further enrichment of it. Without pretending to ‘render unto 
Caesar’, for the time being, we are not prevented from disregarding it momentarily so as to study the author 
on the basis of his work alone. Indian writers in general and Buddhist scholars in particular are not in the 
habit of pushing themselves forward and, if a literary genre has been neglected in India, it is indeed that of 
autobiography. We cannot blame the philosophers who profess the anatman for concealing their own 
individuality in their works. Such reservation is easy when the work is not greater than five hundred 
stanzas, as was the case for the Madhyamakasdstra , the Dvddasamukhasdstra, the Catuhsatakasdstra or the 
Satakasdstra. When, like the Traite, it reaches more than three million words in a thousand scrolls, it is 
more difficult for the author to maintain his incognito. 
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1. THE GEOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL MILIEU 


According to the indications furnished by the author, he seems to have been active at the beginning of the 
4 th century of our era in north-western India. This region, which for a long time was the only gate half- way 
open to the exterior, already had had a long history. After having undergone the Achemenid yoke for two 
and a half centuries (559-326 B.C.) and the Macedonian occupation for twenty years (326-306 B. C.), it 
had rejoined the mother country on terms of the convention concluded between Seleucos the First Nicator 
and Candragupta. Having moved within the circles of the Mauryan Indian empire from about 306 to 189, it 
was conquered by the Greco-Macedonians of Bactria who founded two kingdoms in it: the western Greek 
kingdom consisting of Bactria, Sogdia, Arie, Syistan and Arachosia; the eastern Greek empire extending 
over Kapisa, Gandhara and the Punjab. Devoured by internal quarrels, the Greeks eliminated themselves, 
and their last representative disappeared from the scene of history about 30 A.D. Previously, peoples of 
Iranian language had already infiltrated into India and, for a century and a half (ca. 90 B.C. - 50 A.D.) the 
north-west suffered invasions by Scytho-Parthians, the Sakas of Maues (90-53 B. C.) and the Pahlavas of 
Gondopharesia (19-45 A.D.). Finally, about 50 A.D., Indo-Scythia passed into the hands of nomadic 
populations of poorly defined origin, called Ta Yue-tche, Yue-tche and Tou-houo-lo by the Chinese, 
Tokharoi and Thagouroi by the Greeks, Tochari and Togarii by the Romans, Tukhdra, Tusara and Turuska 
by the Indians, Tho-Kar and Thod-Kar by the Tibetans, TokhrT by the Ouigours, Ttaugara or Ttauddgara 
by the Khotanese. Starting out from Kan-sou in 174 B.C., they had seized hold of Bactria about 130 B.C., 
and had divided it up into five dynasties. One of their descendants, Kujula Kadphises, an officer of the 
Kouei-chouang region, dominated his fellows and laid the foundations of an immense empire which, at the 
time of its greatest extent, included Chinese Turkestan with Kashgar, Yarkhand and Khotan, eastern Iran 
with Sogdia, Bactria and Seistan, all of north-western India with Kashmir, the Indus basin and the middle 
Ganges area, possibly as far as Benares. 

For two and a half centuries, the Kusana empire played the role of crossroads of Asia, all the lines of 
communication of which it controlled. 

The first dynasty represented by Kujula Kadphises and Vima Kadphises (ca. 50-80 A. D.) was succeeded 
by a second dynasty represented by the illustrious names of Kaniska, Vasiska, Kaniska II, Huviska and 
Vasudeva. The date of Kaniska’s accession is still debated: 78, 128 or 144 A.D.^ On his inscriptions, he 
inaugurated a new era lasting at least 98 years. The Kusana empire became decadent with the accession to 
the Persian throne of the Sassanides (227-651): about 226, its founder, Ardahlr-i-Babegan invaded Kapisa, 
Gandhara and the eastern Punjab. 

Reigning over populations of very different race, language and religion, the Kusanas were wise enough to 
respect them all. Their coins bore inscrptions in Indian, Iranian and even Greek; on the reverse side, they 


® Cf. Papers on the Date of Kaniska, ed. by A. L. Basham, 1968. 
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showed Iranian deities, Sun, Moon, Wind, Fire, Mithra, Anaitis; some Indian, Siva, Mahasena, Skandha, 
Budha (sic!) and also Serapis, Homs, Heracles, Selene, Helios and even Roma. 

Kaniska favored Buddhism by building near Pumsapura, his capital, a stupa 700 feet high at the village of 
Kharjurika, which, for many centuries, was admired by the Chinese pilgrims. Excavations at this site by D. 
B. Spooner and H. Hargreaves have unearthed an inscribed reliquary surmounted by three figures 
representing the Buddha between Brahma and Indra; the body of the reliquary is engraved with various 
figures of orantes, particularly Kaniska flanked by two deities, the Sun and the Moon, the Miiro and Mao of 
the coins. It appears from many inscriptions in Kharosthl and Brahml that the great emperor promoted the 
building of stupas and viharas. His successors followed his example, and the founding and endowment of a 
magnificent monastery at Jamalpur Mound near Mathura is attributed to Huviska.^ 

A legend, which seems to be a replica of that of Asoka, formed around Kaniska. It connects him with the 
minister Mathara, the physician Caraka and important religious individuals such as Samgharaksa, 
Asvaghosa, Jeyata, Parsva, Vasumitra and Purna. The legend has it that he convened a great council at 
Kasmir to revise the Buddhist scriptures and to compose explanatory treatises on the Three Baskets. 

The author of the Traite definitely lived at the time of the Great Kusanas since he makes frequent allusions 
to the Greater and Lesser Yue-tche or Tukharas (p. 547F, 555F, 672F, 1584F). But curiously enough, he 
never mentions their personal names and limits himself to referring to them by the official title of 
devaputra, frequent on the inscriptions and coins (p. 475F, 142IF, 396c, 321a, etc.). Such reticence is 
perhaps a mark of respect, but more likely answers to the fundamental antipathy the Indians always 
experienced in regard to sovereigns of foreign origin. It explains the total silence maintained by the 
indigenous chronicles on Alexander’s incursion into India, major event though it was. Despite their 
generous donations, the great Kusanas remained outsiders to the native population. The author of the Traite 
does not conceal his scorn for the borderlands (pratyantajanapada ) which he considers to be places of 
lowly birth, and he adds to them not only the foreign kingdoms such as Tukhara, Sogdia, Persia and the 
eastern Mediterranean, but also some regions of India occupied by primitive peoples such as the Savaras, 
people of Dravidian languages such as the Andhras and even some slightly aryanized capitals such as 
Ujjayim (p.l74F, 1584-1586). In his eyes, the Buddhist Madhyadesa was limited to the lands of Aryan 
tongue and, whatever their religious sympathies, he is not far from rejecting as barbaric foreigners all those 
who spoke Chinese, Scythian, Greek, Dravidian, Tibetan, Kasgarian, Tokharian or Bactrian (p. 1586). 

At the end of the Kusana epoch, the religious situation was very complex. The inscriptions, the coins and 
the literary texts attest to the active presence, in the north-west, of Brahmanism and Hinduism, of Jainism 
and Buddhism, as well as the persistence of the primitive cult of the Nagas. The holy Dharma particularly 
flourished and, starting from the reign of Asoka (272-236), the region became, after Magadha, the second 
Holy Land of Buddhism. The great emperor flooded it with his edicts on the Dharma, published in Indian 
Prakrit, in Aramaic and in Greek. ^ After this psychological preparation, the missionary Madhyantika, sent 

^ H. Liiders , Mathura Inscriptions, 1961, p. 57 seq. 

° Inscriptions at Shahbazgarhi (Peshawar district) and at Mansehra (Hazara district) in chancellery Prakrit and 
Kharosthl script; Aramaic inscription at Piil-i-Darunteh in Lampaka; bilingual Greco-Aramaic at Qandahar (JA, 
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by Moggaliputtatissa, settled down there with five hundred arhats; he introduced the cultivation of saffron 
and substituted the reign of the holy Dharma for the cult of the nagas. The district was soon covered with 
monasteries ( vihdra, samghdrdma) to shelter the monastics and with commemorative monuments (stupa) to 
perpetuate the memory of Sakyamuni. The stupas of the old style - described by Hiuan-tsang as ‘Asoka’s 
stupa’ - were especially numerous. Consisting of a raised hemispherical dome on a terrace surrounded by a 
balustrade, they marked the places where Sakyamuni, during his previous existences as Bodhisattva, had 
distinguished himself by his generosity, morality, patience and exertion. Thus, although the last lifetime of 
the Buddha had taken place in the region of the middle Ganges, the north-western India was the main 
theatre of his jatakas. 

Later, at the time, more precisely, of the Kusanas, the stupa evolved in form: placed on a raised dram, it 
became more slender and gained in height. What is more, it was covered with sculptures representing the 
human form of the Buddha in various episodes of his last existence, a major innovation probably inspired 
by Hellenistic sculptors who may have developed unhindered in the large sculpture schools of Gandhara 
and Mathura. 

At the same time, the legend of the Buddha, breaking with historical plausibility, devised a long journey of 
Sakyamuni across the north-west of India where he may have left traces of his passage. Accompanied 
sometimes byAnanda, sometimes by the yaksa Vajrapani, the Teacher, starting from Mathura, made this 
tour in twenty-five stages, taming the nagas, converting the kings, predicting important events and leaving 
his shadow in the village of Palitakiita, near Tchahar-Bagh (p. 547-554F) 

In the meantime, the Buddhist community had passed through many vicissitudes: “When the Buddha was 
in this world, the Dharma met with no opposition. After the Buddha died, when the Dharma was recited for 
the first time, it was still as it was when the Buddha was alive. One hundred years later, king Asoka called 
together a great quinquennial (pancavarsa ) assembly and the great Dharma teachers debated. As a result of 
their differences, there were distinct sects (nikdya) each having a name and each developing subsequently” 
(p. 106-108F). Following a schism provoked by Mahadeva, the Samgha split into two big parts, that of the 
Sthaviras “Old Ones”, partisans of a more strict orthodoxy, and that of the Mahasamghikas “Majorities”, of 
laxer and democratic tendencies. These two sections in turn became subdivided into various sects which 
tradition has fixed as eighteen in number. They expanded over all of India and geographical separation 
further increased their differences. 

In the Kusana epoch, two sects, the Mahasamghika and the Sarvastivadin, contended with one another over 
the north-west. The former, represented at Mathura and Kapisa, used a hybrid language, a mixture of the 
Prakrit jargon and correct Sanskrit. The latter, derived from the Sthavira branch, resolutely opted for the 


1958, p. 1-48); Greek inscription, also at Qandahar (JA, 1964, p. 137-157). - For the Bactrian inscriptions which 
themselves are not of Buddhist inspiration, see E. Benveniste, Inscriptions de Bactriane, JA, 1961, p. 13-152; W. B. 
Henning, The Bactrian Inscriptions , BSOAS, XXIII, I960, p. 47-55; D. Schlumberger, AiKhanouem, une ville 
hellenistique en Afghanistan, CRAI, 1965; L. Robert, De Delphe a I’Oxus, Inscrptions grecques nouvelles de la 
Bactriane, CRAI, 1968, p. 416-457. Some new discoveries have just been announced to the Academie des 
Inscriptions by A. Dupont-Sommer. 
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use of Sanskrit as the religious language, They were by far the more powerful, and inscriptions in Karosthl 
and Brahmi indicate their presence at Mathura, Kalwan, Shah-jT-Dhen, Zeda, Kurram (either in 
Afghanistan, Punjab and Sindh) with off-shoots as far away as Sravastl and Sarnath. 

The two sects, which were opposed especially in matters of buddhology, evolved somewhat over time, but 
the second in particular still represented the old Buddhism as Sakyamuni had taught it to his sravakas. 
Nevertheless, around the beginning of our era, they were infiltrated by adepts of a new form of Buddhism 
animated by a more daring ideal, inspired by more radical philosophical ideas and professing theories, 
hitherto unknown, on the nature of Buddha and future Buddhas. This movement, suggestive rather than 
revolutionary, took the name of Mahayana ‘Greater Vehicle (of salvation)’ and qualified as Hinayana, 
‘Lesser Vehicle’, the old doctrines and practices. It did not constitute a new sect and its name never appears 
in the inscriptions, but it developed within the very bosom of the monastic communities. 

Some monks, regarding the teachings transmitted for five hundred years as the holy Dharma ( saddharma ), 
refused to come to terms with the Mahayana, rejected its scriptures as false and charged the new movement 
with being the Counterfeit Dharma ( pratirupakadharma ): disciples they were, disciples they meant to 
remain. But beside these reactionaiy sravakas, there were progressive monks who took the Mahayana 
sutras into consideration, held them or pretended to take them as the Word of the Buddha and adopted their 
ideas. Nevertheless, they did not leave their monastery and continued to co-habit with the ‘Old Ones’ who 
did not share their views. Thus, in the 7 th century, Hiuan-tsang distinguished three types of monasteries: the 
monasteries within the jurisdiction of the Hinayana sects (Sthavira, Mahasamghika, Sarvastivadin, 
Sammatlya), the Mahayana monasteries, and finally the monasteries where practitioners of both Vehicles 
lived together. 

In regard to his epoch and the sources that he uses, it seems that the author of the Traite was a 
Sarvastivadin, perhaps belatedly converted to the Mahayana. His high esteem for the monastic life (p. 839- 
846F), his disdainful silence toward the Mahasamghikas whom he mentions only once in his work suggests 
that he wore the yellow robe of the bhiksu in some Sarvastivadin monastery of north-western India, one of 
these monasteries built on the plains or on the hills, the ruins of which still exist at Shah-jl-dhen, Shah- 
dherl, Shahr-I-Bahlol, Sanghao, Takht-I-Bahai, Hamal-Garhl, Karkai, etc. Fa-hien, who visited them at the 
beginning of the 5 th century, tells us that they were occupied almost exclusively by Sarvastivadins. 

Under the direction of learned teachers, the author devoted himself to the study of the sacred texts, 
memorized the Tripitaka and specialized in the Sarvastivadin Abhidharma. He manifests such a deep 
understanding of it that we may think he in turn taught it. Later, the reading of the Mahayanasutras must 
have made an impression on him, and study of the early Madhyamikans (Nagarjuna, Aryadeva, 
Rahulabhadra) convinced him of the cogency of the new ideas. He went over to the Mahayayana without, 
however, giving up his scholastic habits. In the form of a commentary on the Pancavimsatisdhasrikd, he 
composed a voluminous exegetical treatise which is like a Mahayana reply to the Sarvastivadin 
Abhidharma. The author appears both as a Sarvastivadin by training and a Mahayanist by conviction, and it 
is under these two aspects that he should be studied. 
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2. THE SARVASTIVADIN BY TRAINING 


The study program imposed on the north-western bhiksus involved a formidable body of canonical and 
paracanonical texts. In contrast with most of the sects which had only three Baskets, the Sarvastivadin 
Tripitaka, contrary to its name, had four: 1. the Vinayapitaka , the basket of discipline, 2. the Sutrapitaka, 
the basket of dogmatic texts incorporating four “traditions” (dgama), 3. the Abhidharmapitaka, the 
scholastic basket, 4. the Ksudrapitaka, the basket of minor texts.^ This is mentioned on p. 692-693F of the 
Traite and p. 412a of the Chinese translation. 

A. Sarvastivadin Sutrapitaka. 


It comprised four dgamas listed in the following order: 1) Ekottardgama or Ekottarika, 2) Madhyamdgama, 
3) Dfrghdgama, 4) Sarnyuktdgama. ' ^ The text of the agamas was translated into Chinese at the beginning 
of the 5 th century (T 125, 26, 1, 99) and the sands of central Asia have yielded important fragments of their 
original Sanskrit: on the basis of these fragments, the patient work of E. Waldschmidt and his school have 
resulted in the reconstruction of numerous sutras. 

The Traite sometimes refers to these dgamas and occasionally cites the Ekottara (p. 103F, 1268F), the 
Madhyama (p. 4F, 103F, 3076, 4566), the DFrgha (p. 103F, 300F, 544F) and the Samyukta (p. 103F, 447F, 
542F, 614F, 288a, 295 b, 298 a, 307a, 444a). As general rule, however, it prefers to refer to the sutras 
incorporated in these dgamas. These sutras being familiar to all learned Buddhists, very often it omits 
mentioning their titles. 

Comparative study of the texts shows that the author of the Traite used the Madhyamdgama and the 
Samyuktdgama of which Taisho 26 and 99 are the translations. In regard to the Ekottardgama and the 
Dfrghdgama, he used originals slightly different from Taisho 125 and 1. ^ 

According to the immutable laws of religious exegesis, the author presents no event that is not based on a 
dogmatic source. On each page he refers explicitly or implicitly to a sutra or a topic mentioned by several 
sutras at the same time. This will become evident in the notes annexed to the French translation. 

The sutras being the very words of the Buddha, the author never rejects them. If they apparently contradict 
themselves, he makes efforts to assure their authenticity, then to interpret them according to the nature of 
things ( dharmatd ) by establishing a clear distinction between the scriptures of provisional meaning and 
those of definitive meaning (p.536-539F, 1621F n.). He shows himself thus to be a specialist trained in the 
school of rigorous intellectual discipline and respectful of the traditional game of exegesis. 

9 The Vijnanavadins inherited this canon: cf. HBI, p. 167. 

I® The same order was adopted by other schools; cf. HBI, p. 170. 

11 In Essays Offered to G. H. Luce, 1966, p. 49-58, A. Bareau has decisively established the Dhannaguptaka origin 
of the Dfrghdgama translated into Chinese by Buddhayasas and Tchou Fo-nien (T 1). 
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The never-ending recourse to old canonical sutras has the psychological effect of immersing the author in 
the past and making him relive in spirit the memorable events that occurred in Kosala, Magadha and the 
middle Ganges region at the time of the Buddha and his great disciples. He manifests an extensive and 
precise knowledge of the geography of the ancient epoch (p. 163-197F). 

B. Sarvastivadin Vinayapitaka 

The Traite is rather confused on the history of the Vinaya (p. 104F, 756c) but may be complemented thanks 
to information given by the Kasmirian tradition and collected in the 5 th and 6 th centuries by Kumarajlva, 
Seng-yeou and Houei-kiaod 2 

At the council of Rajagrha presided over by Kasyapa at the death of the Buddha, Upali recited the 
Vinayapitaka. As there were 80 repetitions of reciting this Vinaya, this last one will be called the ‘Vinaya 
of 80 recitations’. The first five patriarchs, Kasyapa, Ananda, Madhyantika, Sanavasa and Upagupta, 
conserved it carefully. As Upagupta, a contemporary of and advisor to Asoka, had established residency at 
Mathura, the old Vinaya which he retained was designated under the name ‘Vinaya of the land of Mathura 
in 80 sections’. The text contained Avadanas and Jatakas. 

But at that time, people, being of weak faculties, were unable to memorize so voluminous a code. The 
different Buddhist schools therefore published an abridgment of it and this is how the five Vinayas saw the 
light of day: Pali Vin., Mahfsdsaka Vin. (T 1431), Mahdsdmgika Vin. (T 1425), Dharmaguptaka Vin. (T 
1428) and Sarvastivadin Vin. (T 1435). 

The Sarvastivadin Vin. was compiled by Upagupta who reduced it to 10 sections by eliminating the stories 
of the Avadanas and Jatakas. It was entitled: ‘Vinaya in ten recitations’ ( Dasadhydya ): sections 1 to 3 
commented on the 250 rules of the bhiksu; sections 4 to 6 dealt with the seven and the eight dharmas, in 
other words, the Skandhakas; section 7 explained the rules of the bhiksunls; sections 8 to 10 were reserved 
for appendices: Ekottara, Updlipariprcchd, Ksudrakavarga and Kusaladharma. Some original fragments 
have come down to us and have been published by J. Filliozat and H. Kung^ and by V. Rosen. ^ 
Introduced into Kasmir, this Vinaya was also designated by the name ‘Vinaya of Kasmir’. Kumarajlva 
translated it at Tch’ang-ngan in 404-405 under the name Che-song-liu (T 1435) and subsequently, after 
409, Vimalaksa completed it and enriched it with a preface. 

Later, according to the Traite (p. 756c), there was a vibhdsd in 80 chapters that commented on it. This 
vibhdsd should not be confused with the primitive Vinaya which itself also consisted of 80 sections. 
Although the sources lack precision in this regard, this vibhdsd, also composed in Kasmir, is undoubtedly 
identical with the Mulasarvdstivddin Vinaya definitely subsequent to the advent of the great Kusanas 


12 HBI.p. 191-192. 

I 2 Fragments du Vinaya des Sarvastivadin, JA, 1938, p. 21-64. 

14 Der Vinayavibhanga zum Bhiksuprdtimoksa der Sarvdstivadins, 1959. 

15 HBI.p. 187-188. 
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since it contains a prophecy relating to Kaniska. ^ The Indian original has come down to us almost 
complete: various Sanskrit texts, such as the Divydvaddna and the Avaddnasataka reproduce long passages 
of it; an apparently complete copy, written on birch-bark, was discovered at Gilgit in Kasmir in 1931 and 
published by N. Dutt.17 Between the discovery and the editing, several sheets were misplaced, notably the 
major part of the Samghabhedavastu containing a detailed biography of Buddha Sakyamuni. G. Tucci 
recovered it in Afghanistan and it has appeared in the Serie Orientale Roma. The Miilasarvastivadin Vinaya 
also exists in Tibetan translation (Tib. Trip. 1030-1037) and in Chinese translation (T 1442-1451), but the 
latter, made by Yi-tsing between 700 and 712, is not quite complete. 

The Traite has drawn up the table of contents of the Sarvastivadin Vinaya (p. 104F) and borrows from it 
some important definitions, such as that of the Buddhadharma (p. 81F), as well as various stories telling the 
circumstances that led the Teacher to formulate certain disciplinary regulations along with the exceptions 
they involve: the interdiction of eating impure food (p. 118-121F), of using bowls other than iron or baked 
clay pdtra (p. 1674F), the authorization of accepting and wearing rich robes offered by lay people (p. 
1678F), etc. But it is inspired much more frequently by the Miilasarvastivadin Vinaya from which it 
borrows most of the Avadanas and Jatakas with which it ornaments its explanation. After the fashion of this 
vinaya, it explains most of the events in the life of the Buddha and his great disciples during their last 
lifetime. It would be impossible to list here the borrowings taken more or less directly from the 
Miilasarvastivadin Vinaya: merely as example, the most characteristic are listed here: conversion of the old 
Subhadra (p. 205-209F, 1650F), Suddhodana reassured by a god about the health of his son (p. 228-230F), 
the legend of Dharmaruci (p. 410-414F), Buddha’s journey to Sala (p. 457-463), slander about the gardener 
Gandaka (p. 497-499), the nine or ten torments inflicted on the Buddha in the course of his last lifetime 
(p.507-511), the niracle of the multiplication of five buddhas (p. 531-535F, 1352-1353F), journeys of the 
Buddha in southern India, in north-western India and in Kasmir (p. 546-548F), the story of Sariputra and 
Maudgalyayana (p. 621-633F), the fable of the snake, the frog and the rat (p. 753F), the crimes of 
Devadatta (p. 868-878F, 1671-1674F), the story of Yasodhara and the explanation of her prolonged 
pregnancy (p. 1001-1112), the relationship between king Bimbasara and the courtesan Amrapali (p. 990- 
992F), etc. 

The author has an interesting comment on the value of the Vinaya (p. 6486): like the sutras, the code of 
monastic discipline is the word of the Buddha but concerns only the things of this world for the welfare of 
the Samgha; it imposes precepts {sila) but does not explain the nature of things ( dhannatd ). 

C. Sarvastivadin Ksudrakapitaka. 


The Ksudrakapitaka, also called Ksudrakagama or simply Ksudraka by the Traite (p. 341F), formed a 
separate basket for the Sarvastivadins, corresponding roughly to the Pali Khuddakanukdya. It consists of 


16 Mulasarv.Vin, in Gilgit Manuscripts, III, part 1, p. 2; T 1448, k. 9, p. 41b28. 

17 Gilgit Manuscripts, III, 1942-50. 
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old minor texts, usually versified, put into the mouth of the Buddha or one of his great disciples. Their 
number is not fixed, but the more or less complete lists that have come down to us^ 8 mention the following 
texts, all of which the Traite has used: 

1) Dharmapada (p. 29F, 1423F, 1513F, 2786, 316a, 464a). 

2) Uddna (p. 325F, 1220F, 1513F). 

3 ) Pdrdyana (p. 220F, 237F, 295c). 

4) Satyadrsta. 

5) Sailagdthd. 

6) Sthaviragdthd and Anavataptagdthd (p. 287F, 1363-1364F, 1386F, 1388F, 1426-1437F, 1439F, 
1543F, 1546F). 

7 ) Arthavargvydni sutrani (p. 39F, 65F, 1089F). 

The more recent editions of these minor texts are mentioned in the Supplement to the Bibliography 
annexed to the present Introduction. 

D. Sarvastivadin Abhidharmapitaka. 


This basket is the masterpiece of the Sarvastivadin school; it shows but vague similarities with the 
Ceylonese Theravadin Abhidhammapitaka. It includes seven original works which tradition attributes, not 
to the Buddha himself, but to a series of disciples extending from the first to the sixth century after the 
Parinirvana. The Chinese and Tibetan sources^ 9 do not fully agree on the names of the supposed authors. 

1) The SamgTtiparyaya, composed by Sariputra (T 1536) or by Maudgalyayana, is a commentary on a sutra 
of the DIrghagama, the Samgltiparyaya, of which important fragments have been published.^ 

2) The Dharmaskandha by Mahamaudgalyayana (T 1537) or by Sariputra is a collection of sutras preached 
at Jetavana in Sravasti and briefly commentated by canonical quotations. 

3) The Prajnaptisastra by Mahamaudgalyayana (T 1538; Tib. Trip. 5587) shows some resemblance to the 
cosmological sutra of the Dirghdgama (T 1, no. 30) and the Li-che-a-p’i-t’ an-louen (T 1644) which itself 
also shows all the characteristics of a sutra. 

4) The Vijndnakdya by Devaksema (T 1539) or by Devasarman was composed at Visoka near Sravasti in 
the century following the Parinirvana. 


18 HBI, p. 177-178. 

19 HBI, p. 203. 

Kusum Mittal and V. Stache-Rosen, Dogmatische begriffsreihen im alteren Buddhismus, 1968. 
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5) The Dhatukaya is attributed to Vasumitra by the Chinese (T1540), to Puma by the Tibetans: both 
authors are considered to be contemporaries of Kaniska. 

6) The Prakaranapdda (T 1541, 1542) is given by the Traite (p. 111-112F) as a collective work: the first 
four chapters are said to be the work of Vasumitra and the last four, among them the chapter on the 
Thousand Aporias, the work of the Kasmirian arhats. 

7) The Jnanaprasthana is the latest in date and by far the most important of the Sarvastivadin 
Abhidharma. It is the body ( sdrira) whereas the six preceding ones are the feet (pdda ): this is why the 
Basket in question, although it consists of seven books, is entitled Satpdddbhidharma ‘Abhidharma of Six 
Feet’. 

Its author was Katyayamputra, or simply Katyayana, who lived in the 3 ld century after the parinirvana 
according to Seng-tchao and Fliuan-tsang, in the 3 rd or 5 th according to Paramartha. The Mahavibhasa has 
it that he composed his work ‘in the East’, but Fliuan-tsang locates him at Tamasavana near CInabhukti in 
Kasmir on the right bank of the Bias. According to Paramartha, he went to Kasmir with five hundred arhats 
and five hundred bodhisattvas to compile the Abhidharma of his school, and the result of this compilation 
was the Astaskandha, also called Jnanaprasthana. As the work represents the Sarvastivada in its pure state, 
it is not likely that bodhisattvas, as adepts of the Mahayana, collaborated in it. Moreover, it may be noted 
that the traditions about the council of Kaniska do not have Katyayana appearing in them. 

The Jnanaprasthana was in Sanskrit: Vasubandhu’s Kosabhdsya and Yasomitra’s Kosavydakhyd cite 
lengthy extracts from it, and fragments of it have been found at Kapisa and central Asia: those from 
Bamiyan have been published by S. Levi, 22 and those from Koutcha by B. Pauly-^: these last were 
identified by P. Demieville. 2 ^ 

The work has been the object of two Chinese translations: 1. the Abhidharmdstaskandhasdstra (T 1543) 
translated in 383 at Tch’ang-ngan by Samghadeva and Tchou Fo-nien with a preface by Tao-ngan; 2. the 
Abhidhannajndnaprasthdnasdstra (T 1544) translated by Fliuan-tsang at Tch’ang-ngan in 657 to 660. 

In the course of time, many commentaries have been made on the Jnanaprasthana. According to Tao- 
ngan,^25 three arhats, Che-t’o p’an-ni, Ta-si and Pi-lo-ni, each dedicated a vibhdsd to it; only the first is 
known to us. Later, five hundred great arhats in turn commented on it. Actually we have three vibhdsds on 
the Jnanaprasthana'. 


21 HBI, p. 203-207. 

Note sur des manuscrits sanserifs provenant de Bamiyan et de Gilgit, JA, 1932, p. 1-13. 

22 Fragments Sanskrits de Haute Asie, JA, I960, p. 509-519. 

2 ^ Un fragment Sanskrit de l'Abhidharma des Sarvastivadin, JA, 1961, p. 461-475. 

2 ^ Tch ’ou-san-tsang-ki-tsi, T 2145, k. 10, p. 13b. 
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1) Vibhdsdsdstra by Che-t’o-p’an-ni (T1547) or by Katyayanaputra himself (?), translated at Tch’ang-ngan 
in 383 by Samghabhadra, Dharmanandin and Buddharaksa, and perhaps revised at Lo-yang by 

Samghadeva.26 

2) Abhidharmavibhdsdsdstra, by five hundred arhats (T 1546), translated at Leang-cheou from 437 to 439 
by Buddhavarman on the basis of an Indian mnauscript found by Tao-t’ai west of the Mountain of Onions 
(Pamir). It consisted of a hundred kiuan, but in 439, as a result of the invasion of the region by the 
barabarian T’o-pa T’ao, about forty of them were lost and only sixty remain.-^ 

3) Abhidharmamahdvibhdsdsdstra by five hundred arhats (T 1545) translated by Hiuan-tsang at Tch’ang- 
ngan in 656-659. 

But these facts tell us nothing about the date of the original Sanskrit texts. We know only that the 
Mahdvibhdsd is later than Kaniska since it tells the well-known story of the eunuch and the bulls (T 1545, 
k. 114, p. 593a), placing it as ‘once in Gandhara, under Kaniska’. 

Although the Traite contends with the Sarvastivadin Abhidharma, its author reveals himself as an 
outstanding specialist in this Abhidharma and I [Lamotte] personally think that before his conversion to the 
Mahayana, he professed the Vibhasa in some monastery in Kasmira-Gandhara. As may be observed in 
reading the present volume, the explanation of the abhidharmic doctrines take up ten times as much space 
as their refutation, and the author is careful to say that his explanation is only a summary that could be 
further extended (p. 1186F, 1225F, 1232F, 1236F, 1273F, 1279F, 1309F, 1362F, 1483F, 1486F, 1492F). 

Among the texts and authors that he mentions, the following may be noted: 

1) The Satpdddbhidharma (p. 106F, 11 IF, 536a, 152b), the Abhidharmasutra (p. 576c, 586b), the 
Abhidharmapitaka (p. 105F, 693F), the Abhidharmavibhahga (P. 1236F, 1702F, 1703F). 

2) The Prakaranapdda (p. 1 IF) and its chapter on the Thousand Aporias (p. 1101F, 117IF, 118IF). 

3) Katyayamputra or simply Katyayana (p. 109F, 614F, 1383F, 1697F), his disciples (p. 245F, 285F, 330a), 
his work called Jhdnaprathdndstaskandha (p. 109F), Katyayana- or Kdtybnamputrbbhidharma (p. 424F, 
786F, 787F). 

4) The Vibhasa (p. 110F, 377F), the Abhidharmavibhdsd (p. 292F, 343a, 579c), the 

Katyamputrabhidharmavibhdsd (p. 273a) and the Vibhasa scholars called Abhidharmavibhasopadesacarya 
(p. 341c). According to some citations (p. 272F, 377F, 728F, 993F), it seems that the author of the Traite 
made use of a complete version of the Great Vibhasa by five hundred Kasmirian arhats. For the same 
reason, he was probably aware of the Abhidharmamritarasa by Ghosaka (T 1553) and the Abhidharmasara 
by DharmasiT (T 1550, by Upasanta (T 1551) and perhaps also by Dharmatrata (T 1552).28 At times he 
was inspired by some Dhydnasutras such as the Tch’an-yao-king (T6090, etc. (p. 1025F, 1322-1323F, 


“6 Cf. R. Shih, Biographie des moines eminents, 1968, p. 53, n. 196. 

Idem, ibid., p. 120. 

According to the Chinese sources, DharmasrI lived in the 3 rd century A.D., and Dhannatrata at the beginning of 
the 4 th : cf. Lin Li-kouang, L ’Aide-Memoire de la Bonne Loi, p. 51,351. 
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1422F, 1547F, 264c, 105b), but the question of borrowings is obscure and would require an in-depth 
inquiry. 

The Traite does not mention the Darstantika-Sautrantikas often evoked in the Mahdvibhdsd, but it was 
certainly familiar with the controversy on time which set them in opposition to the Sarvastivadins (p. 1691- 
1694F) and takes its position, understood provisionally, on the side of the opinion of the latter. 

In brief, the information that it provides is so vast that it can hardly be situated before the beginning of the 
4 th century A.D. 

E. Postcanonical Literature. 


The author would have been neither Indian nor a scholar if he had not been impassioned by the folklore of 
his region, the prose and verse biographies of the Buddha Sakyamuni, the tales of previous existences and 
the innumerable legends current in his time, legends that the Chinese Tripitaka grouped into the Section of 
previous facts (pen-yuan ) from which E. Chavannes judiciously chose for his fine work Contes et 
apologues du Tripitaka chinois. In contrast to Vasubandhu, Samgharaksa, Asanga, boring because of their 
technicality, the author excels in mingling the playful and the serious, without retreating at times in the face 
of the more spicy stories. 

It goes without saying that these legends are without a country of origin. But it is quite natural that the 
author would have leaned preferentially on the folklore of his own region. 

Among the Jatakas that he preferred are the tales where the future Buddha “sacrificed his body, his flesh, 
his head, his eyes, his marrow and his skull to his enemy” (p. 143F, 691F, 716F, 750F, 945F, 983F, 1654F, 
1712F, 502c, 606/?, 624c). These stories concern events situated by the ‘Golden Legend’ in north-west 
India and commemorated by the building of great stupas which the Chinese pilgrims such as Fa-hien in 
about 630 did not fail to visit. 

At Nagarahara (Jelal-abad), Sakyamuni received the prediction of the Buddha DIpamkara after having 
offered him seven blue lotuses and having spread his hair under his feet (p. 248F, 284F, 983F). - At 
Puskaravatl (Shah-Dheti), Sibi made the gift of his eyes to a beggar. - At Varsapura (Shahbazgarhl), 
Sudinna or Visvantara gave to an insatiable brahmin his white elephant, his kingdom, his chariot, his wife 
and his children (p. 713-714F, 304c). - At Mingora-Butkara), the bhiksu Kshantivadin gave himself up 
without complaint to the blows of king Kali (p. 264F, 889-990F, 1670F). - At Mahavana (Sounigram), the 
dethroned king Sarvada, wishing to give alms although he had no money, gave himself up to a beggar who 
then delivered him to the usurper and so obtained a great reward (p. 714-715F). - At Masurasamgharama 
(Goumbatai, near Tousak in the Bouner), the brahmacarin Dharmarakta or Dharmatrata, in order to obtain a 
Buddhist verse, agreed to write it down using his skin as paper, one of his bones as pen and his blood as ink 
(p. 975-976F). - At Girarai, on the boundary between Peshawar and Bouner, king Sibi, at the cost of 
pounds of his own flesh, rescued a pigeon chased by a falcon (p. 255-260F, 1713F, 304c, 314c). - In the 
Upper Indus, the Bodhisattva gave his body to a starving tigress about to devour her cubs (p. 143F, 723F, 
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979F). - At Kapisi (Bamiyan), the Bodhisattva let himself be flayed by hunters and devoured by insects in 
order to remain faithful to his vows (p. 853-855F). 

The least that can be said is that the geography of the north-west plays a large part in the Traite. It places 
among the populated and wealthy cities of its time the city of Puskaravati (Prang, Charsadda and Rajar), the 
former Peukelaotis of the Greeks identified by them with Artemis, the tutelary goddess of the city, but 
which, at the time, belonged to the Ta Yue-tche (p. 172F, 672F). It mentions the miraculous healing of a 
leper by the bodhisattva Samantabhadra at Hadda (near Jelal-abad) at the monastery of Buddhosmsa. It was 
familiar with the large Himalayan lakes of Anavatapta (p. 206F, 450F, 466F, 290 b, 481a) and Mandakinl 
(p. 466F), and for it, the great rivers of India are not only the Ganges, the Yamuna, the Sasabhu, the 
Aciravatl and the Mahl listed in the canonical sources (p. 266a), but also, and in particular, the northern 
rivers - the Ganges, Sindhu (Indus), Vaksu (Oxus) and SIta (Tarim) which How out of Lake Anavatapta by 
the Mouths of the elephant, ox, horse and lion respectively (p. 385F, 450F, 290 b, 348 b, 611c). 

As will be seen from the notes (incomplete, alas) appended to the French translation, the author of the 
Traite has taken the stories and apologues with which his explanation is sprinkled from an enormous mass 
of documents. Among the postcanonical sources that he preferred, the following texts may be mentioned: 
the Asokasutra and the Asokdvaddna from which he borrowed the avaddna of the gift of earth (p. 723F, 
277a, 301Z>), the story of Vltasoka (p.l263-1264F) and probably also the macabre adventure of the man 
whose limbs were replaced by those of a corpse and who ended up doubting whether he still belonged to 
the world of the living (p. 738-740F); the Avaddnasataka from which was taken the deed of the future 
Sakyamuni who praised the Buddha Pusya with a single stanza for seven days and seven nights (p. 253- 
255F, 297F), , the incident of the blind bhiksu for whom the Buddha threaded a needle (p. 5690570F), 
1645-1646) and the jataka of the deer that sacrificed itself (p. 1651-1652). 

Some texts used by the Traite are of an era in which the Buddhist legend about Kaniska was already 
stereotyped and were translated into Chinese at a late date. This was the case particularly for the Tsa-pao- 
tsang-king (T203), which dedicated four stories to Kaniska and was translated only in 472 under the Pei 
Wei by Ki-kia-ye and T’an-yao. From it the Traite borrows the story of the Kasmirian arhat K’i-ye-to 
(Jeyata?) who lived 700 years after the Buddha and who, invited by Kaniska, categorically refused to get 
dressed (p. 879F). 

The Kalpandmanditikd by Kumaralata, considered by the Chinese to be the teacher of Harivarman, also 
dedicates two stories to emperor Kaniska. It was translated, or rather adapted, only in the 5 th century by 
Kumarajlva who named it Sutrdlamkdrasdstra and attributed it to Asvaghosa (T 201). The Traite, without 
ever designating it by name, borrows from it a good dozen stories as though they were autonomous 
avadanas : the artist from Puskaravati (p. 672-674F); the outcaste Nltha converted by the Buddha (p. 1634F, 
310a); the monastic quarrels at KausambT (p. 896-898F); king Asoka and the monk who exhaled a sweet 
perfume (p. 695-698F); the Buddha disowns Sariputra (p. 1526F); the Buddha and the cowherds (p. 146- 
153F); the Sibijataka (p. 255-260F); Jyotiska and Srlgupta (p. 184F, 1634F); Gautaml’s nirvana (p. 587F); 
the white six-tusked elephant (p. 716-718F); the bodhisattva deer-king (p. 972-975); the bodhisattva king 
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who gave himself up to his enemy (p. 714F); the Dharma teacher who condemned the brahmanical 
institutions (p. 489-492F).29 

By their number and their pecision often pushed to the point of being literal, these borrowings prove 
irrefutably that the author of the Traite is post-Kaniska and, consequently, he cannot be dated in the first or 
second centuries of our era as has been generally done. 

F. Heretical Literature. 


The Traite - and this is new proof of its Indian origin - is familiar with the religions and the philosophical 
systems which at that time swarmed all over the north-west of India. For its author, whoever is not a ‘son of 
the Sakyas’ is a heretic ( tirthika ) and, in its general meaning, he includes all wandering monks 
( parivrajaka ) of poorly defined jurisdiction, Jains (Nirgrantha and Svetambara), brahmins and Hindus, all 
given to practices condemned by the Buddha (p. 43F, 1409F, 157IF). He is familiar with their ‘ninety-six 
systems’ (p. 432F, 1426F, 261a, 325c, 3496, 4126, 5816) and their ‘eighteen sacred books’ (p. 48F, 92F, 
637F, 639F, 1589F). He has read the Vedic literature with its four Vedas and its six Vedangas without, 
however, neglecting the profane sciences (p. 1623-1624F). He enters into debate at times with those who 
profess the six brahmanic darsanas, those of the Samkhya (p. 546c) and the Vaisesika (p. 728F, 923F, 
1449F). He knows the Hindu iconography and mythology with its great gods like Visnu-Narayana, 
Mahesvara-Siva, Kumara, Mahabrahma the creator, etc., but recognizing in all of them a certain power, he 
denies any omniscience to them (p. 137-142F, 466F, 562F, 863F). However, he goes so far as to use a 
Sivaite cosmogony as an argument (p. 835-837F). 

It is hard to see how a Chinese or even a Serindian would have been able to be so well-informed about 
Indian things. 


3. THE MAHAYANIST BY CONVICTION 


Monk and Abhidharma specialist, the author of the Traite ended up by being converted to the Mahayana 
movement that had already been introduced into the north-west at least three centuries previously. 

A. The Mahayana. 


“9 Since this is a borrowing by the Traite from the Kalpanamandika, the hypothesis suggested on p. 490F, n. 1, is 
completely unfounded. 


886 



In contrast to the Vehicle of the sravakas in its religious ideal, its philosophical positions and its 
buddhology, the Mahayana consitutes, in fact, a new Path of liberation. 

The Bodhisattva Ideal. - The sravaka aspired to the state of arhat, personal salvation involving the 
suppression, the eradication of the passions and some form of awakening ( bodhi ) or wisdom ( prajna) 
concernd with the three general characteristics ( sdmdnyalaksana ) of things: impermanence, suffering and 
selflessness. The saint’s death is followed by nirvana, the cessation of painful transmigration, the passing 
from the domain of contingency to that of the unconditioned ( asamskrta ) Absolute. In order to attain this 
ultimate goal, the sravaka in the yellow robe of the monastic must travel the path to nirvana, the three 
essential elements of which are morality (sfla), concentration ( samddhi ) and wisdom (prajna). 

This ideal of sainthood clearly defined by the Buddha and his disciples could be pursued, in a strict sense 
and despite its demands, by monks retreating into solitude or within the confines of monasteries; it was 
beyond the reach of the lay person living in the world and prey to all the cares of the times. Accustomed to 
supporting their fellows and, moreover, to furnishing the Community with food, clothing and shelter, the 
lay people practiced the active virtues resulting from their estate rather than the passive virtues of which the 
monastics were an example. In literature as in art, there arose the infatuation of the upasakas and the 
upasikas for the Jatakas or stories of previous existences in the course of which the future Buddha 
Sakyamuni multiplied his actions of generosity, morality, patience, exertion and wisdom, thus giving the 
measure of his altruistic virtues. It was, therefore, him rather than the stiff and solitary monk that the lay 
people took as model with the secret hope that by following his example they too would arrive at the state 
of Buddhahood. 

The Mahayana came to consecrate these profound aspirations by inviting not only the monastic but also the 
‘sons and daughters of noble family’ to engage in the career of the bodhisattvas, i.e., the future Buddhas. 

But the prerogative of the Buddhas is not just sainthood (arhattva) but also the possession of supreme 
perfect awakening ( anuttardsamyaksambodhi ), omniscience (sarvajndna), the awareness of things in all 
their aspects (sarvakdrajnata) put to the service of all beings. 

For the adept who takes up the career of the bodhisattva, there are two crucial moments: i) the production 
of the mind of bodhi ( bodhicittotpdda ) by which the bodhisattva promises by solemn vows (pranidhdna ) to 
conquer supreme awakening in order to devote himself to the welfare and happiness of all beings; ii) the 
attainment of the said awakening (sambodhipratildbdha) which transforms him into a Buddha. 

A long interval stretches out between these two moments, for the bodhisattva delays his entry into complete 
nirvana indefinitely in order to practice his salvific activity as long as possible. He actually knows that, 
once entered into nirvana, he will no longer be able to do anything for anyone. And so, in three, seven or 
thirty-three incalculable periods ( asamkhyeyakalpa ), he traverses the ten stages ( bhumi ) of his career, 
accumulating the meritorious actions and practicing the six or ten perfections ( paramita), namely, 
generosity (ddna), morality (sfla), patience (ksdnti), exertion (vuya), meditation (dhydna), wisdom 
(prajna), skillful means (upayakausalya), vows (pranidhdna ) for sambodhi and the welfare of beings, 
power (bala) and knowledge ( jhdna ). 
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Infinite Multiplication of Buddhas and Bodhisattvas. - While recognizing in the Buddha a series of 
prerogatives and powers, the sravakas kept him on the human plane for a long time. They held him to be 
the possessor of the sciences and practices, the teacher of gods and humans; they were not aware that once 
he entered into nirvana, he was invisible to gods and men, leaving them his Dharma as sole inheritance. 
According to them, the appearance of a Buddha was an exceptional event, as rare as the blossoming of the 
fig tree, and humanity remains without guide and without counsellor for long periods. 

A god ‘dead since nirvana’, as H. Kern defined it, could be enough for the monastics in the strict sense, but 
could not satisfy the aspirations of people who urgently required a supreme being, a pantheon of saints, a 
mythology and a cult. The popularization of the holy Dharma and its penetration into the masses had the 
result of transforming the wise preceptor of gods and men into a ‘God higher than the gods’ ( devdtideva ) 
and to surround him with a crowd of dii minores et maiores as powerful disciples. 

The Hinayana sects had already upheld this process of sublimation, the Sarvastivadins by filling the legend 
of Sakyamuni with marvels, the Mahasamgikas by setting aside his historical career into the domain of 
fiction. And as the need for efficacious protectors became more urgent, the sravakas imagined a 
compassionate messiah at the side of the transcendent Buddha, the future Buddha Maitreya, and some 
arhats, immortalized by the needs of the cause, ever ready to fly to the aid of the faithful. 

These are but exceptions, and the Mahayana did not hesitate in multiplying the Buddhas and bodhisattvas 
infinitely. Breaking the narrow limits of the ancient cosmology, they imagined an infinite number of 
universes in the bosom of the cosmos, each ruled over by a Buddha assisted by one or more great 
bodhisattvas. The Buddha is already in possession of supreme awakening, whereas the great bodhisattvas, 
those of the tenth bhumi, are merely ‘close to awakening’. Apart from this difference, both Buddha and 
bodhisattva, inspired by the same loving-kindness, convert beings in the universes belonging to them and 
often appear simultaneously in multiple forms in different universes. 

Sakyamuni, whose historical existence cannot be brought into doubt, will henceforth be seen to have 
aligned with him and comparable to him peers and emulators in number as many as the sands of the 
Ganges. He will remain the best known but not the only one. Other Buddhas will be seen to arise, such as 
Amitabha or Amitayus reigning in the west over Sukhavati, Aksobhya in the east governing his universe 
Abhirati, Bhaisajyaguru, also in the east, exercising his activity as healer. The most famous bodhisattvas 
were Maitreya waiting in Tusita heaven for the time to succeed Sakyamuni; Avalokitesvara residing on 
Mount Potalaka before manifesting in China as the female deity Kouan-yin; Manjusri, the bodhisattva of 
knowledge who, in various forms, appeared in India, Khotan, Nepal, finally to reside at Wou-t’ai-chan. 

Most of these Buddhas and bodhisattvas have no ties with history and are only names; some, however, arise 
from anonymity to become personages of choice for the Mahayanists, and the interest devoted to them was 
so lively that they leap out of legend quivering with life. 

In the scholarly mind, they are, above all, symbols of universal wisdom and compassion. The Buddhas are 
identical in their essential body (dharmakaya), identified with the truth discovered and preached by them. 
They are enthroned in the paradises, surrounded by gods and saints whom they delight with their enjoyment 
bodies ( sambhogakdya ). They send down below representatives of themselves, emanated bodies 
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(, nirmanakaya ) preaching the Dharma and converting beings. This salvific work is that of the truth that 
leads to the end of suffering, to detachment, to peace. 

The twofold non-existence of beings and things. - Faithful to the teachings of Sakyamuni, the sravakas had 
proclaimed the non-existence of the individual ( pudgalanairatmya ); the Mahayanists, by a later step, 
further professed the non-existence of things ( dharmanairdtmya ). 

Belief in the self ( satkdyadrsti ) is the most pernicious of errors because it plants as a root in the mind all 
kinds of desire, the cessation of which is the condition sine qua non of liberation. Sravaka and Mahayanist 
agree in condemning the belief in a self (dtmagrdha) and the belief in mine (dtmfyagrdha): whatever the 
names they use to designate them, the soul, the living being, the person, the individual, the agent, does not 
exist; men, saints, bodhisattvas and Buddhas are only names corresponding to nothing substantial. 

But if the sravakas were the first to deny the self, they did recognize some sort of reality in things. The 
great schools of the Sarvastvadins and the Sautrantikas prepared long or short lists of conditioned things 
( samskrtadharma ), i.e., resulting from causes ( pratvtyasamutpanna ) - material entities, minds and mental 
events, formations dissociated from mind and matter - having only momentary or infinitesimal duration, 
but nevertheless possessing a self-nature (svabhdva) and specific characteristics ( laksana ): short-lived and 
transitory, but nevertheless realities. 

For the Mahayanists, on the other hand, dharmas, as arising from causes, do not exist in themselves; they 
are empty of self nature ( svabhdvasunya ) and empty of specific characteristics (, laksanasunya ). 

Three corollaries follow from this emptiness: 

t) Dharmas are unborn and are not destroyed, for empty things arising from empty things are unborn. 
Being unborn, they are never destroyed. 

ii) Dharmas, being without production or destruction, are peaceful or ‘nirvanic’ from the beginning, 
nirvana being none other than peace. 

Hi) Dharmas, being without exception peaceful and nirvanic, are all equal and involve no duality. 

This is why the Mahayana adept, the bodhisattva, does not grasp them and, as the Pancavimsatisdhasrikd 
says (p. 146F), if he does not grasp them, it is due to their absolute purity, namely, non-production, non¬ 
manifestation, non-activity, non-existence ( anupalambha ). 

It follows that the four truths preached at Benares by Sakyamuni need a new interpretation. The Buddha 
said: “All phenomena of existence are suffering”, but these phenomena do not exist. He said: “The origin of 
suffering is desire”, but suffering is unborn. He said: “There is a cessation of suffering, nirvana”, but as 
suffering in unborn, nirvana is acquired by rights, and samsara, painful transmigration, coincides with it. 
Finally he said: “The eightfold Path leads to the cessation of suffering”, but as suffering is not to be 
destroyed, the path to its cessation has already been traversed.^ 


30 These ideas will be masterfully set forth, p. 1381-1382F. 
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Face with the emptiness of beings and things, the attitude of the sage is to do nothing, to say nothing, to 
think nothing: that is the secret of peace. 

Emptiness. - Some western interpreters have wanted to see in emptiness ( sunyata) an absolute negation, but 
when the Mahayanists say that beings and things are empty, they attribute no nature to them. They refuse to 
hypostatize an emptiness that is nothing other than what is ( akimcid ), a ‘simple non-existence’ 
(abhavamdtra). It is not by virtue of an emptiness that beings and things are empty; they are empty because 
they are not. The very notion of emptiness is only a provisional expedient: it is a raft that one abandons 
after having crossed over the river, a medicine that one rejects after being cured. This is why the 
Mahayanists are not nihilists: nihilists deny what they see; Mahayanists, not seeing anything, affirm 
nothing and deny nothing. 3 * 

Truth of appearance and absolute truth. - An objection naturally arises in the mind: on the one hand, the 
Mahayana nourishes the high ideal of goodness and multiplies the Buddhas and bodhisattvaswho are its 
protagonists; on the other hand, it affirms the non-existence of beings and the emptiness of dharmas. Of the 
two things, either the Buddhas and bodhisattvas convert beings or else nobody converts anybody. 

The Mahayanists themselves posed this objection and found an answer to it in the theory of the twofold 
truth: the conventional or provisional tmth ( samvrtisatya ) and the absolute truth ( paramdrthasatya ). 
Without living a daily life according to the customary norms, one does not grasp the tine nature of things 
(dharmata); but this is what must be understood in order to reach the goal. It is indispensable at the start to 
bow to conventions because they are the means of reaching nirvana in the same way that someone who 
wants to empty out water first needs to get a vessel. 

At the beginning of his career, the still partially awakened bodhisattva who sees beings and perceives 
things, must practice normally the virtues of his level: practicing generosity, observing discipline, 
maintaining patience, concentrating the mind, and awakening wisdom. That is the mundane and provisional 
way of practicing the virtues. 

But when his mind has opened to the absolute truth, when he has penetrated the twofold emptiness of 
beings and things, he raises the same virtues to the rank of perfections (pdramitd). Conforming to the 
nature of things, he gives by making no further distinction between donor, recipient and the thing given; he 
observes discipline by identifying sin with merit; he is patient in considering suffering as non-existent; he is 
energetic by making no physical effort; he concentrates his mind by identifying concentration with 
distraction; he is wise by abstaining from opposing error and truth. In a word, the goal of the bodhisattva’s 
career is the stopping of all speech and all practice ( sai'vavddacaiyoccheda ) and, as this non-activity 
corresponds to reality, it assures the welfare of beings more effectively than a feverish activity inspired by 
false prejudice. 

By accepting from the point of view of the truth of appearance that which he rejects from the point of view 
of the absolute truth and vice versa, the Mahayanist stays equidistant between affirmation and negation. 


31 See above, p. 925F, 1078-1095F; also below, p. 1225-1229F. 
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between the view of existence and that of non-existence: he is established in the Middle Way ( madhyama 
pratipad), sheltered from all criticism. 

B. The Mahayanasutras. 


The new ideas found their expression in the Mahayanasutras, also called Vaipulyasutras, ‘Texts of 
Lengthy Development’, which spread in India about the time of our era, five centuries after the Parinirvana. 

The Traite gives some second-hand information on the genesis of this literature: 

1. Having appeared in the east, immediately after his awakening the Buddha Sakyamuni preached publicly 
to the sravakas the famous Sermon at Benares dealing with the four Noble Truths. A little later, at Rajagrha 
on Grdhrakutaparvata, he taught the Prajndpmaramitd, soon followed by other Mahayanasutras, to a 
chosen assembly of bodhisattvas and eminent sravakas such as Ananda, Sariputra and Subhuti, This last 
revelation remained unknown to the ordinary public and the sravakas had no knowledge of it, but the gods 
who heard it from the heavens uttered cries of joy and affirmed having been present at the second turning 
of the Wheel of Dharma (dvitfyam dharmacah-apravartanam) (p. 517a). 

2. After the Buddha’s death, Mahakasyapa gathered a great council at Rajagrha, and a thousand arhats 
compiled the texts of the Hlnayana Tripitaka (p. 90-106F). Also, but in another place, on Mount 
Vimalasvabhava as it will be told later, the great bodhisattvas Manjusri and Maitreya, taking Ananda with 
them, compiled the Mahayana. But Ananda, knowing deeply the aspirations and behavior of beings, did not 
preach the Mahayana to the sravakas who were incapable of understanding (p. 938-941F; 156b). 

3. Conforming to a prediction, after the Buddha’s Parinirvana, the Prajnaparamita, the first in the list of 
Mahayanasutras, came from the east to the south, from the south to the west, without, it would seem, 
meeting much success (p. 25F, 541Z>). 

4. Finally, in the five hundred years after the Parinirvana, it reached the north ( uttarapatha ) where there 
were many believers (p. 25F): 


“This Prajnaparamita, in the north, will do the Buddha’s work. Here is the reason: when the Buddha 
was in this world, he was able to cut the doubts of the Samgha: the Buddhadharma prospered and there 
was no fear that it might disappear. But five hundred years after the Buddha’s Parinirvana, the holy 
Dharma gradually , and from then on the work of the Buddha has been menaced. Then beings of keen 
faculties ( tiksnendriya ) will study and meditate [the Prajnaparamita]; they will make offerings of 
flowers and perfumes to it. Beings of weak faculties ( mrdvindriya ) will transcribe it and also offer 
flowers and perfumes. These two types of beings finally will find salvation... This profound 
Prajnaparamita will spread afar in the northern region. Indeed, among all the regions of Jambudvipa, 
the north is the vastest. Furthermore, the Snow Mountains (Himalaya) are there and since it is cold, its 
plants can destroy the passions [of desire ( rdga ), hatred ( dvesa ) and ignorance ( moha ). As a result of 
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the grains that are eaten, these three poisons have no great virulence. For this reason, people are gentle, 
their faith is steady and their faculties are powerful. Because of all that, in the north those who practice 
the Prajnaparamita are numerous.” (p. 26F, 531b) 


And the Traite is kind enough to comment on a passage in the Prajnaparamitasutras that tells the 
circumstances in which the bodhisattva Sadapramdita found a manuscript of the Prajna written on gold 
leaf with molten beryl and sealed with seven seals at Gandhara in the city of Gandhavatl (in Chinese 
Tchong-hiang-ti or Miao-hiang-ti) (p. 744a). 

By adopting these legends among so many others, by considering these predictions as long realized, the 
author reveals once more his connections with the north-west and his relatively late date. It goes without 
saying that his Sarvastivadin colleagues rejected all these Mahayanasutras as apocryphal and refused to 
consider them. Flence certain comments of the author, not free of bitterness: “You do not believe in the 
Mahayana, you reject the proof and you claim that only the sravaka system has value” (p. 1698F); “This is 
a big mistake, for the Mahayanasutras are the true Buddhadharma, uttered from the very mouth of the 
Buddha. You must not reject them. Besides, you take your origin from the Mahayana” (p. 293F); or also: 
“It is true that your Katyayamputra expresses himself in that way and that is indeed why he is called the son 
of KatyayanI; if he were really a Sakyaputnya, he would not say that” (p. 1697F). 

In commenting on the Pancavimsatisdhasrikd, the Traite does not draw its explanations solely from the 
Prajna literature, but calls upon all the Mahayanasutras known at that time, the production of which 
extended over almost three centuries. It cites them abundantly but most often does not mention their titles. 
For this reason, I [Lamotte] have not been able to make a complete list of them. Since the Indian originals 
were never dated, I [Lamotte} have adopted a chronological order here based, for want of anything better, 
on the dates of the first Chinese translations of them. 

1. Prajndpdramitdsutra, cited Pan-jo-po-lo-mi-king : see references in Taisho Index no. 13, p. 146-147. 

a. Astasdhasrikd, T 224, tr. Tche Tch’an in 179 (cf. T225 to 228; Tib. 734). Cited Tao-hing-king = 
Sarvakdrajnatacaryd, (title of chap. 1 of the translation by Tche Tch’an), p. 529 b\ Siao-p’in = 
Ksudrakaparivarta, p. 620 a. 

b. Pancavimsatisdhasrikd, T222, transl. Dharmaraksa and Gitamitra in 286 (cf. T 221, 223; Tib. 731). 
Cited Kouang-tsan = Rasmipramoksa (title of chap. 1), p. 529 b, 620 a. 

c. Pancavimsatisdhasrikd, T 221, transl. Moksala and Tchou Chou-lan in 291. Cited Fang-kouang = 
Rasmipramoksa (title of chap. 1), p. 314a, 529 b, 620 a. 

2. Pratyutpannabuddhasammukhdvasthitasamddhisutra, T 418, transl. Tche Tch’an in 179 (cf. T 416, 
417, 419; Tib. 801). Cited Pan-tcheou-king = Pratyutpannasutra, p. 306a; mentioned without title, p. 
245F, 425F, 430F, 526F, 1023F, 276a, 314a, 320a, 335 b, 416a. 
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3. Suramgamasamadhidutra, transl. Tche Tch’an in 186, lost (cf. T 642; Tibet. 800). Cited Cheou- 
leng-yen-san-mei-king, p. 602F, 349a; Mo-ho-yen Cheou leng-yen-king, p. 1647F, Cheou-Ieng-yen- 
king, p. 213b, 303 b, 312 a, 586ft; mentioned without title, p. 161 IF. 

4 . Drumakimnararajapariprccha, T 624, transl. Tche Tch’an (cf. T 625;Tib.824). Mentioned without 
title, p. 609F, 615F, 654F, 1046F). 

5 . Ajatasatrukaukrtyavinodana, T 629, transl. anonymously between 265-316 (cf. T 626 to 628; Tib. 
882 ).^2 Cited Fang-po-king, p. 340c. 

6. Satpdramitdsutra, T 778, transl. Yen Fo-t’iao between 181 and 188. Cited Lieou-po-lo-mi-king, p. 
308a, 394 b. 

7. Vimalakirtinirdesasutra, transl. Yen Fo-t’iao in 188, lost (cf. T 474 to 476; Tib. 843). Cited P’i-mo- 
lo-kie-king, p. 515F, 902F, 1044F, 267c, 278ft, 284a, 651b, 709a, 727a, 744ft; Pou-eul-jou-fa-men = 
Advayapravesadharmapaiydya (title of eh. 8), p. 903F, 1635F. 

8. Amitabhavyuha or Greater Sukhdvatfvyuha, T 362, transl. Tche K’ien between 222-229 (cf. T 360, 
361, 363, 364; Tib. 760, no. 5) Cited A-mi-t’o-fo-king, p. 556F; A-mi-t’o-king, p. 708c; mentioned 
without title, p. 300F, 465F, 60IF, 276a, 309a, 311c, 343a, 712a. 

9. Nandopanandandgardjadamanasutra, T 597, transl. Tche K’ien between 222 and 229 (cf. Tib. 755). 
Cited Hiang-nana-t’o-p’o nan-t’o-long-wang-hiong-wen-king, p. 189F mentioned without title, p. 
1359F. 

10 . Tathdgatajndnamudrd-[samddhi], T 632, transl. Tche-K’ien between 222-229 (cf. T 633, 634; 
Tibe. 799). Cited Tche-yin-king = Jndnamudrdsutra, p. 744ft. 

11 . Tathdgataguhyasutra or Tathdgatdcuntyaguhyanirdesa, T 312, transl. Dharmaraksa in 280 (cf. T 
310, no. 3; Tib. 760, no. 3). Cited Mi-tsi-kin-king = Guhyakasutra, p. 19F, 1638F, 284a, 466b, 684a; 
Mi-tsi-kin-kang-king = Guhyakavajrapdnisutra, p. 560F. Mentioned without title, p. 1587F. 

12 . Visesacintibrahmapariprcchd, T 585, transl. Dharmaraksa in 286 (cf. T 586, 587; Tibe. 827).Cited 
Tch’e-sin-king = Visesacintisutra, p. 1714F, 275a, 297c, 534a, 604a, 631a; Wang-ming (or Ming- 
wang)-p 'ou-sa-king = Jdlimprabhabodhisattvasutra, p. 1268F, 1417F, 267a. 

13. Saddharmapundarika, T 263, tr. Dharmaraksa in 286 (cf. T 262; 264; Tib. 781). Cited Fa-houa or 
Fa houa-king, p. 417-418F, 555F, 578F, 280a, 299ft, 300ft, 303ft, 339a, 394ft, 420ft, 466ft, 619ft, 648c, 
713ft, 714a, 754ft, 756ft; mentioned without title, p. 294F-295F. 

14 . Samvrtiparamdrthasatyanirdesa, T 460, transl. Dharmaraksa in 289 (cf. T 1489, 1490; Tib. 846). 
Cited Tsing-king = Prasantasutra, p. 1562F. 

15 . Tathdgatamahdkarundnirdesa, T 398, tr. Dharmaraksa in 291 (cf. T 397, no. 1-2). Cited Ta-pei- 
king, p. 756ft. 


32 There is an older translation by Tche Tch’an (T 626), but judging from the title it adopts, the Traite is referring 
to the anonymous translation (T 629). 
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16. Dasabhumikasutra, T 285, transl. Dharmaraksa in 297; T 286, transl. K uni a raj Tv a between 402 and 
409 or 413 (cf. T 278, no. 22; 279, no. 26; 287; Tib. 761). Cited Tsien-pei-king (title abridged from the 
transl. by Dharmaraksa), p. 272a; Che-ti-king (title from the transl. by KumarajTva), p. 411a, 712c; Fa- 
yun-king = Dharmameghasutra (name from the 10 th bhumi of the Dasabhumika), p. 308a, 76b. 

17 . Bhadrakalpikasutra, T 425, transl. Dharmaraksa in 300 (cf. Tib. 762). Cited Hien-kie-king, p. 271a, 
395a; Hien-kie-san-mei = Bhadrakalpasamddhi, p. 498a. 

18 . Maitreyapariprccha, T 349, tr. Dharmaraksa in 303 (cf. T 310, no, 42). Cited Mi-ld-wen-king, p. 
394 b. 

19 . Aksayamatifnirdesa]sutra, T 403, transl. Dharmaraksain 308 (cf. T 397, no. 12; Tib. 842). Cited 
Wou-tsin-yi-p’ou-sa-wen = Aksayamaibodhisattvapariprcchd, p. 1245F, 1272F; Wou-tsin-yi-king = 
Aksayamatisutra, p. 1716F; A-tch’a-mo-king = Aksatamatisutra (title of transl., by Dharmaraksa), p. 
442a. 

20 . Anavataptandgardpariprcchd, T 635, transl. Dharmaraksa in 308; Tib. 823). Mentioned without 
title, p. 294F, 450F, 344a, 384b. 

21 . Buddhasamgiti, T 810, transl. Dharmaraksa (cf. Tib. 894). Cited Tchou-fo-yao-tsi-king, p. 566F. 

22 . Srfmatfbhrahmampariprcchd, T 567, transl. Dharmaraksa (cf. T 568;Tib. 837). Cited Td-niu-king = 
SrmatTsutra, p. 61-363F, 697a. 

23 . Updyakausalyapariprccha, T 345, transl. Dhrmaraksa (cf. T 310, no, 38, 346, Tib. 927). Cited 
Fang-pien-king = Upayasutra, p, 756b. 

24 . Gandavyuha, T 294, transl. Cheng kien, between 388-408 (cf. T 278, no. 34; 279, no. 39; 293, 
295;Tib. 751, no. 64). Cited Pou-k’o-sseu-yi-king = Acintyasutra, p. 31 IF, 317a, 419a. 

25 . Kusalamulasamparigrahasutra, T 657, transl. KumarajTva btween 402 and 409 or 413 (cf. Tib. 
769). Cited Houa-cheou-king (title of transl. by KumarajTva), p. 57 IF, 308a, 394b, 756b. 

26 . Sarvadharmdpravrttinirdesa, T 650, transl. KumarajTva between 402 and 409 or 413 (cf. T 651, 
652; Tib. 847). Cited Tchou-fa-wou-hing-king (title of transl.. by KumarajTva), p. 1635F. 

27 . Vikurvanarajapariprcchd, T 420, transl. KumarajTva between 402 and 409 or 413 (cf. T 421; Tib. 
834). Mentioned without reference, p. 161 IF. 

28 . Mahdmeghasutra, T 87, transl. Dharmaksema between 424 and 421 (cf. Tib. 898). Cited Ta-yun- 
king, p. 308a, 394b, 756b. 

29 . Ratnaketu[dhdram]sutra ,33 T 397, no. 9, transl. Dharmaksema between 414 and 421 (cf. Tib. 402; 
Tibe, 806). Cited Pao-ting-king = Ratnaketusutra, p. 266c. 


33 See fragments of the Indian original in R. Hoeml e, Manuscript Remains, p. 100-103; N. Dutt, Gilgit 
Manuscripts , IV, p. 1-138. 
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30. Ratnameghasutra, T 658, transl. Mandrasena in 503 (cf. T 659, 660, 489; Tib. 897). Cited Pao- 
yun-king , p.756b; mentioned without reference, p. 1613F. Perhaps the same as Yun-king = Meghasiitra, 
cited p. 308a, 394ft. 

31. Amitdyurbuddhdnusmrtisutra, T 365, transl. Kalayasas between 424 and 432 or 442. Msntioned 
without references, p. 1361F. 

32. Manjusryavadana: not identified. Cited Wen-chou-che-li-pen-yuan, p. 398F. 

33. Asurarajapariprcchasutra : not identified. Cited A-siu-lo-wang-wen-king, 

p. 746b. 


From this list, incomplete as it is, it may be seen that the author of the Traite used the Mahayanasutras 
originally appearing in India over three centuries which had been translated into Chinese between 179 and 
503A.D. At that time, these sutras seem to have been independent publications and were not yet 
incorporated into vast collections like those of the Prajnd, the Avatamsaka, the Ratnakuta or the 
Mahdsamnipdta. 

C. The Madhyamaka. 


Presenting themselves as the word of the Buddha, the Mahayanasutras do not have to justify their 
teachings: they proceed with categorical statements (more negative than affirmative) and only by way of 
exception do they sketch out any proof. From the philosophical point of view, they insist on the twofold 
emptiness of beings and of things and try to inculcate in their readers the ‘conviction that dharmas do not 
arise’ ( anutpattikadharmaksdnti ) with all its consequences. From the religious point of view, they turn the 
spotlight on certain Buddhas, certain bodhisattvas: Aksobhya is the preference of the Prajndparamitds, 
Samantabhadra of the Pratyutpannasamddhis, Amitabha of the Sukhavativyuhas, Vajrapani of the 
Tathdgataguhyas, etc. 

At one time the need was felt to condense the teachings of the Mahayanasutras. This was the work of the 
first Madhyamika ‘philosophers of the Middle’ and partisans of emptiness ( sunyavada ), Nagarjuna, 
Aryadeva and Rahulabhadra. In technical perfect Sanskrit in the manner of Asvaghosa, they wrote 
opuscules as memorial verses ( kdrikd). 

The goal of Nagarjuna and his disciple Aiyadeva is to reduce to the absurd (prasanga ) the realist and 
pluralist views of the philosophical systems current at their time, notably Sarvastivadin Buddhism, 
brahmanical Samkhya and Vaisesika. They show that the facts or basic categories of the old Buddhism 
escape any preaching: existence, non-existence, existence and non-existence, neither existence nor non¬ 
existence, and that affirmation or negation of any proposition whatsoever necessarily involves the negation 
or affirmation of its opposite. Avoiding the extreme views, refusing to make any categorical statement on a 
defined subject, following a “Middle Path”, these authors escape from all criticism. More a mystic than 
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philosopher, Rahulabhadra dedicated to Prajnaparamita a hymn that was greatly appreciated by the Indians. 
All the information that could be desired on the life of Nagarjuna, his works, his supposed relationship with 
Kaniska and the Satavahanas may be found in Venkata Ramanan’s work, Nagarjuna’s Philosophy as 
presented in the Maha-Prajhapdramita-Sastra, 1966. Here I [Lamotte] will limit myself to documenting a 
passage from the Si-yu-tche ‘Description of the Western Lands’ by Tao-che Tao-ngan (312-385) 
reproduced in the Fa-yuan-tchou-lin by Tao-che (T 2122, k. 38, p. 589a).34 To my knowledge [Lamotte], it 
is the oldest mention of Nagarjuna; it has him living five hundred year after the Parinirvana, but contrary to 
most later sources, it places him, not in Daksinakosala or Vidarbha, but in northern Kosala (capital 
Sravasti) and in the kingdom of KasT (Benares) which, at the time of the Buddha, was governed by king 
Prasenajit: 


The Si-yue-tche says: “There is a large stupa on the sea-shore five hundred li east of king Prasenajit’s 
capital. Within this big stupa there is a small stupa twelve feet high, adorned with precious ornaments; 
each night there is a flash of light like great fire. It is said that five hundred years after the Parinirvana 
of the Buddha, the bodhisattva Nagarjuna went into the ocean to convert a nagaraja. The nagaraja 
offered this precious stupa to Nagarjuna who then made a gift of it to this kingdom. The king then 
built a large stupa to enclose the small one. For ages, people in search of a favor come there to 
prostrate themselves, burn incense and offer flowery parasols. These flowery parasols rise by 
themselves into the air, spin about and gradually ascend. After each night, they disappear without 
anyone knowing their whereabouts. 

The Si-yu-tche says: “In the kingdom of Varanasi (Benares), the bodhisattva Nagarjuna built seven 
hundred stupas and following that, the stupas built by worldly people and the saints were innumerable. 
Just on the banks of the river Tcha-lien (for Ni-lien-tchan-na = Nairanjana), more than a thousand 
stupas were built; every five hundred years ( pancavarsa ), a great free assembly is convened.” 


It was Kumarajlva who who made known the works of the first Madhyamikas in China. Among other texts, 
he translated, during the 6 th hong-che year (404), the second part of the Sdtakasdstra by Aryadeva with 
commentary by Vasu (T 1659) and, during the 11 th hong-che year (409), the Madhyamakasdstra by 
Nagaijuna with commentary by Pingala (T1564),35 two works known to and cited by the author of the 
Traite. 

1. He took his inspiration mainly from Nagarjuna’s Madhyamakasastra from which he reproduces many 
extracts sometimes by mentioning the title (p. 69F, 1142F, 1609-1620F, 338c), sometimes without naming 


34 Other citations of the Che Tao-ngan Si-yu-tche, thought to be identical with the Che-che Si-yu-ki, have been 
collected by L. Petech in an article entitled “Description des Pays d’Occident" de Che Tao-ngan (Melanges de 
Sinologie offerts a P. Demieville, I, 1966, p. 167-190. 

35 cf. the preface by T’an-ying, T 2145, k. 11, p. 77b8-9; K’ai-yuan, T 2154, k. 4, p. 513«6. 
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it (p. 36F, 45-46F, 72F, 396-397F, 922F, 1204-1207F, 1436F, etc.). 36 He refers twice (p. 36F, 1638F) to 
the well-known dedicatory kdrikd where Nagarjuna summarizes his doctrine in a series of eight ‘No’s’: 
Anirodham anutpddam, etc. 

2. He knows the ‘Centuries’ by Aryadeva and refers to it at least once (p. 1370F) by simply mentioning the 
title of one of its chapters, the Atmapratisedhaprakarana (see below, p. 1370-1375F as note). 

3. He cites almost in its entirety the Prajndpdramitdstotra by Rahulabhadra whom the Chinese tradition 
unanimously gives as disciple of Aryadeva, himself the disciple of Nagarjuna. 3 3 

From these investigations we may conclude that the author is later than the first Madyhamikas and should 
not be identified with Nagarjuna the author of the Madhyamakasdstra. If, as Kumarajlva has it, the real 
Nagarjuna was born 880 years after the Buddha’s Parinirvana which he fixes at the 15 th year of king Siang, 
cyclic kia-chen order (637 B.C.), that is, in 243 A.D., the author of the Traite who knew the disciples and 
the grand-disciples of Nagaijuna could hardly have been active before the beginning of the 4 th century of 
our era. 

Here, in its main features, is the picture that emerges from his work. A native of the north-west and steeped 
in his Indian nationality, he became a monastic in some monastery of Kasmir-Gandhara of Sarvastvadin 
persuasion. He devoted himself passionately to the study of the Tripitaka and specialized in the 
Satpdddbhidhanna and its various Vibhdsds. He acquired such mastery of them that he was probably in 
charge of teaching them. Devoured by curiosity, he showed a pronounced taste for reading and soon the 
golden legend of Buddhism which was flourishing in the north-west no longer held any secrets for him. He 
did not, however, dissociate himself from the heretics with whom he was in close contact on their alms- 
rounds: he had a sufficient rather than schematic acquaintance with Vedic literature, of the Brahmanic 
systems, especially the Samkhya and Vaisesika, as well as the Hindu doctrines (Sivaism and Visnuism). He 
took part in internal debates between the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasikas and the Darstantika-Sautrantikas of 
Kumaralata and did not hide his preference for the former. 

But already, almost three centuries ago, the Mahayanist movement had taken root in the north-west where 
it found favor with sons and daughters of good family. Accustomed to the routine of community life and 
intellectually tired, most of the Sarvastivadin monks had but little interest in the new ideas that troubled 
their mental security and modified their customs. Our author was of a different nature. Becoming 
progressively more familiar with the Mahayanasutras that were published, becoming familiar with the 


36 In his introduction to the Suvikrantavikramin, p. LXX, R. Hikata notes several Nagarjunian stanzas in T 1509 
that have escaped me [Lamotte]: p. 61M1-12 =XVIII, 7; p. 64c9-10 = XVII, 20; p. 96cl3-14 = XVIII, 7; p. 97 b = I, 

1 (anirodham anutpada... ); p. 107al3-14 = XV, ii. 

33 For Rahulabhadra, see below, p. 1373-1375. Contrary to the Chinese tradition of the 6 th century, Candraklrti and 
the Tibetan historians make him the teacher of Nagarjuna, probably under the influence of the chronicles of Nalanda 
which, in their lists of siddhas, give the following sequence: Rahulabhadra (or Rahula), Nagarjuna, Aryadeva: cf. 
Dpag-bsam ljon-bsan (tr. S. Pathak, Life of Nagarjuna, IHQ, XXX, 1954, p. 93); Bu-ston, History of Buddhism, tr. 

E. Obermiller, II, p. 123: J. Naudou, Les bouddhistes kasmiriens au Moyen Age, p. 82. 
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mode of reasoning of a Nagarjuna or a Deva, he thought he had discovered the ‘true nature of things ‘ and 
resolutely became a Mahayanist. Such a turnabout did not provoke any moral or intellectual crisis in him. 
Convinced of the advantages of the monastic life, not for a moment did he think of leaving ( hfndydvarte ) it 
to return to lay life. His Buddhist faith was in no way shaken since he remained faithful to the Word of the 
Buddha ‘such as it was in the Sutra and appeared in the Vinaya’ and, although he adhered preferentially to 
the sutras of profound meaning, supramundane and associated with emptiness, he was aware of ‘not 
straying from the true nature of things’, but on the contrary, of staying even closer to it. 

When he compared the fantasy and exaggerations of the texts of lengthy development with the tidy and 
methodical texts of the Tripitaka, his sense of moderation was not offended, but the uneasiness that he felt 
did not prevent him from discovering in the new literature a fire and heat lacking in the old literature. When 
this Abhidharma teacher examined the sibylline kdrikds of a Nagarjuna or a Deva closely, not only could 
he admire their precision and their terseness but he had to notice, on his own part that, compared with the 
enormous production of Katyayamputra and the Kasmir arhats, these opuscules, which did not even reach 
five hundred verses, were rather lightweight. 

This is why he undertook to compose, in the form of a commentary on the Mahayanaprajnaparamitasutra, 
an exegetical treatise that would be the Mahayanist replica of the Sarvastivadin Abhidharma. . 

According to a well-ordered plan which, however, never appears in the divisions adopted by successive 
editions, he transposes the Prajfia into early times by citing old canonical sutras on every page and by 
evoking numerous individuals borrowed from Sakyamuni’s following. In this way, mixing the old and the 
new, he reveals, according to the fortunate phrase of Hiuan-tsang, a Sthavira-Mahayana. On the questions 
discussed, he begins by explaining, with complete objectivity, the opinions of the Sarvastivadin masters; 
then he moves on to criticize them, frequently but not always, by taking his inspiration from two or three 
skillfully introduced and clearly explained Nagarjunian kdrikds. 

In his work, the explanation of the Abhidharmic theories occupies ten times more space than their 
refutation for, to his eyes, the Abhidharma in which he had specialized is in no way without pertinence: 
actually, it comes under conventional truth ( samvrtisatya ) which makes its presence felt by everyone in 
daily life and serves as a stepping-stone to reach the truth. But it fades and vanishes in the light of the 
absolute truth ( paramarthasatya ), before the ‘true nature of dharmas’, an expression rendered in Chinese 
by the four characters Tchou-fa-che-siang. For the sake of being literal, I [Lamotte] have usually restored it 
as sarvadharmandm bhutalaksanam, but in Kumarajlva’s translations, it may have, as its Indian 
correspondent, dharmalaksana, tattva, bhutanaya and, most frequently, dharmatd. The expression is not 
very frequent in the Chinese version of the Pancavimsatisdhasrika (T 223, p. 231b, 244a, 257b, 392a, 
416c) and appears only once in the Chinese kdrikds of the Madhyamakasdstra (T 1564, p. 24a). In turn, the 
true nature of things is the pivotal axis of the entire philosophy of the Trciite. Evoked as early as the 
opening stanzas, it is trotted out obsessively throughout the entire work (p. 3, 15, 18, 45, 49, 51, 53 68, 131, 
150, 156, 159, 213, 239, 298, 322, 327, 338, 340, 355, 399, 400, 439, 481, 500, 593, 677, 700, 708, 710, 
769, 839, 902, 915, 916, 918, 924, 925, 926, 928, 929, 950, 954, 969, 1019, 1045, 1047, 1054,1059, 1060, 
1083, 1105, 1106, 1107, 1110. 1112, 1142, 1165, 1190, 1204, 1229, 1231, 1232, 1245, 1253, 1261, 1278, 
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1240, 1378, 1407,1408, 1427, 1500 1501, 1503, 1519, 1610, 1611, 1612, 1622, 1636, 639, 1654, 1699, 
1703F). 

This true nature, if one may say so, is undefinable by definition, for, being nothing whatsoever, it 
transcends any category of mind. It suffices to reproduce here the paraphrase that will be given below on p. 
150IF: “The true nature of dharmas is unborn and unceasing, neither defiled nor purified, neither existent 
nor non-existent, ever peaceful, perfectly pure, like space undefinable, inexpressible; it is the cessation of 
all the paths of discourse; it surpasses the domain of all minds and mental events; it is like nirvana: this is 
the Dharma of the Buddhas.” 

We must be careful not to apostatize it as a negative Absolute, for emptiness is valid only as method of 
argument and has nothing to do with a metaphysical principle: “The person who produces the view of 
emptiness I declare to be incurable. I am not surprised that a person is attached to a view of the self as great 
as Mount Sumeru and I do not blame him. But if a fool is attached to a view of emptiness, be it as small as 
the sixteenth part of a hair, that I cannot allow.” 

By means of his constant recourse to bhutalaksana as criterion of the truth, the author of the Traite carves 
out for himself a place in the philosophy of the Middle. 

The Taisho Index no. 13, p. 342-344, has prepared a list of the bodhisattvas mentioned in the Traite which 
contains more than 60 names, of which 22 are directly borrowed from the niddna of the 
Pancavimsatisahasrika (p. 428F). The author has a high opinion of the bodhisattvas and dedicates no less 
than six chapters to them (VIII to XIII) where he dwells at length on their qualities and their prerogatives. 
But his admiration bears upon the bodhisattva in abstmcto rather than on any one bodhisattva in particular. 
Fie reveals himself to be a philosopher rather than a devotee. 

Nagarjuna’s Madhyamaakasdstra aroused lively interest and was commented upon at least eight times: by 
Nagarjuna himself (which is doubtful), Buddhapalita, Bhavya, Candraklrti, Devasarman, Gunasri, 
Gunamati and Sthiramati. On the other hand, the Traite went unnoticed in India. Candraklrti himself, the 
best commentator on the Madhyamakasdstra in the 7 th century, does not seem to have had any suspicion of 
its existence or, if he was aware of it, he did not rank it among the main works of Nagarjuna. In a 
Madhyamakasdstrastuti the original Sanskrit of which was found by G. Tucci,-^ he notes in stanza 10 only 
eight Nagarjunian works: 

1) Sutrasamuccaya (T 635; Tib. 5330).39 

2) Parikathd Ratnavali = Raja-parikathd-ratnavali (Tib. 5658). 

3) Samstuti = Catuhstava: Niraupamyastava (Tib. 2011). LokdtTtastava (Tib. 2012), Cittavajrastava 
(Tib. 2013), Paramdrthastava (Tib. 2014). 

4) Sdstragaditdh kdrikdh = Madhyamakasdstra. 

5) Yuktydkhyd sastikd = Yuktisastikd (Tib. 5225). 

38 In Oriens Extremus, IX, 1962, p. 47-56 

39 On the authenticity of this work, see J. Fililiozat, Siksascimuccaya et Sutrasamuccaya, JA, 1964, p. 473-478. 
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6 ) Vidald = Vaidulyasiitra (Tib. 5226) and Vaidulyaprakarana (Tib. 5230). 

7) Sunyatdsaptati (Tib. 5227). 

8 ) Vigrahasya... vyavartam — Vigrahavydvartamijib. 5228). 

The Tibetan historians Bu-ston (I, p. 5IF) and Taranatha (p. 302F) will be inspired by this list in their 
accounts of Nagarjuna. 

On the other hand, rather quickly and, in any case, as early as the 7 th century, India retained no memory of 
the Traiter® and the fact that it was saved from oblivion is due to Kumarajlva. 


III. THE CHINESE TRANSLATION OF THE TRAITE 


Kumarajlva (344-409 or 413), assisted by his disciples Seng-jouei (352-436) and Seng-tchao (384-414)41 
as well as a group of Chinese scholars, translated at Tch’ang-ngan four works of Madhyamaka inspiration 
that he wrongly or rightly attributed to the bodhisattva Nagarjuna: 

1) Ta-tche-tou-louen = Mahapmjnapammitopadesa (T 1509) between the summer of 402 and the 1 st of 
February 406, with preface by Seng-jouei. 

2) Che-eul-men-louen = Dvadasanikdyasdstra or Dvadasamukhasastra (T 1568) in 408-409, with preface 
by Seng-jouei. 

3) Tchong-louen = Madhyamakasdstra (T 1564) in 409-410, with preface by Seng-jouei. 

4) Che-tchou-p ’i-cha-louen = Dasabhumikavibhasdsastra (T1521), at an undetermined date.42 

In the prefaces and colophons attached to these translations, there are some indications about the very 
circumstances of the translation, the date and the life of Nagarjuna as they were imagined at Tch’ang-ngan 
at the beginning of the 5 th century. 

1. KUMARAJIVA’S TRANSLATION 


40 Hiuan-tsang certainly knew the existence of it, but beyond his stay in India between 629 and 645, he collected no 
infonnation on this subject. 

41 Biographies of Kumarajlva and Seng-jouei in J. Nobel, Kumarajlva, Sitzungsberichte der preuss. Akad. d. 
Wissens, XX, 1927, p. 206-233. On Kumarajlva, see also Kao Seng Tchouan, transl. R. Shih, p. 60-81; on Seng- 
jouei, A. Wright, Seng-jui alias Hui-jui, Liebenthal Festschrift, Santiniketan, 1957, p. 272-292; on Seng-tchao, W. 
Liebenthal, Chao Lun, Hong Kong, 1968, p. 6-7. 

AT) 

The attribution of this text to Nagarjuna is discussed among Japanese scholars: cf. A. Hirakawa, L ’auteur du 
Dasabhumikavibhasdsastra , Jour. Indian and Buddhist Studies, V, 1957, p. 176-180; R. Hikata, Introduction to 
Suvikrdntavikrdmin, p. 52, 55, 73, 74. 
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The translation of the Traite went hand in hand with that of the Mahdprajndpdramitasutra (T 332) of 
which the Traite is a commentary. The documentation of these two texts has been gathered and critiqued by 
P. Demieville^ with his customary skill, and I [Lamotte] largely take my inspiration from his work. 

Information taken from the colophon of the Ta-tchen-tou-louen (T 1409,k. 100, p. 756c, or T 2145, k. 10, p. 
15 b): 

The dharmacarya Kumarajiva came to Tch’ang-ngan in the year 3 of the hong-che period of the Ts’in, 
sin-tch ’eon cylic order, the 20 th day of the 12 th moon (February 8, 402). During the summer of the 4 th 
year (402), at Si-men-t’ang ‘Pavilion of the Western Gate’ of the Siao-yao-yuan ‘Pleasure Park’, he 
published this Che-louen (Upadesa, T 509) for the emperor [Yao] Fling. The tranlation was finished on 
the 27 th day of the 12 th moon of the 7 th year (February 1, 406).44 During this period he also published: 

1. the King-pen ‘Sutra Text’,45 

2. the Teh ’an-king ‘Dhyana Sutra ’.46 

3. th eKiai-liu ‘Vinaya’,47 

4. the Po-louen ‘Treatise in a century’,48 

5. the Tch’an-fa-yao-kiai ‘Summary explanation of the method of Dhyana ’^consisting of almpst 
500,000 yen ‘words or syllables’. 


43 Account in Journal Asiatique, 1950, p. 375-395. 

44 Compare the Tch ’ou (T 2145, k. 2, p. 11 al 6): The Ta-tche-louen in 100 kiuan was translated at Suan-yao-yuan; it 
is sometimes divided into 70 kiuan. -Li-tai (T 2034, k. 8, p. 78cl8: The Ta-tche-tou-louen in 100 kiuan is the work 
of the bodhisattva Nagarjuna. It was translated during the 5 th moon of the 6 th year of the hong-che period (May 23 or 
June 23, 404) at Siao-yao-yuan. Seng-jouei did the brush-calligraphy and added the preface. See the Eul-ts ’in-lou 
[catalog compiled between 309 and 415 by Seng-jouei and lost a long time ago]. Kumarajiva says that an integral 
translation [of the Upadesa] should have consisted of 1000 scrolls, but he abridged it because of the weakness of 
mind of the Ts’in. - The K’ai-yuan (T 2154, k. 4, p. 513a4) adopts the date proposed by the colophon. 

43 This is the Mahdprajndpdramitasutra (T 223) of which the Upadesa (T 1509) is the exegesis. But in his doctoral 
thesis. M. Saigura does not see things in this light: "Das Chingpin ist ein erfundenes Werk, fur dessen Existenz wir 
keinerlei Belege haben, und das aus folgendem Grand nie existiert haben kann.” Upon which he launches into 
mathematical calculations! 

46 T 614: Tso-tch ’an san-mei-king “Sutra on the practice of Dhyana and Samadhi”, a compilation drawn by 
Kumarajiva mainly from works of the Indian patriarchs of the Kasmir school, work begun on Febrary 14, 402 and 
revised in 407 (cf. P. Demieville, La Yogacarabhumi de Samgharaksa, BEFEO, XLIV, 1954, p. 355-356). 

47 T 1435: Che-song-liu or Sarvdstivddavinaya, partially translated in 404. 

48 T 1569: Po-louen or Satakasastra by Aryadeva, with commentary by Vasu, translated in 404-405. 

49 T 616: Tch ’an fa-yao-kiai, work composed and not published by Kumarajiva, partially inspired by the Traite (cf. 
P. Demieville, La Yogacarabhumi... , p. 354). 
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With the Che-louen (Upadesa), this makes up 1,500,000 yen. 

The first p ’in ‘chapter’ of the [CheJ-louen (Upadesa) takes up 34 kill an ‘scrolls’ [in the Chinese 
translation] and comments on only a single chapter [of the Sutra, T 223] entirely. 

Also, beginning with the second p’in ‘chapter’, the dharmacarya [Kumarajlva] abridged the integral 
text of the [CheJ-louen, giving only what is essential, just what is necessary to explain the meaning of 
the text [of the Sutra] from then on giving up the completion of the commentary in its full 
development. Thus he ended up with 100 kiuan ‘scrolls’ [of translation]. A complete translation would 
have been ten times as long.50 


information taken from the preface by Seng-jouei to the Ta-tche-tou-louen (T 1509, p. 57, or T 2145, k. 10, 
p. 74c-75b). 

Ma-ming (Asvaghosa) was born at the end of the Authentic Dharma ( saddhanna ), and Long-chou 
(Nagarjuna) at the end of the Counterfeit Dharma (pratirupakadharma) .... 5' At the end of the 
Authentic Dharma it was easy to propagate [the doctrine]; thus Asvaghosa worked directly with the 
inheritance that had been passed down to him and had only to dust it off. But the end of the Counterfeit 
Dharma was beset with many troubles; thus Nagarjuna associated with lay people and taught them to 
understand things by the gradual path. Moreover, he went to the palace of the Nagas to borrow the 
clarity to illuminate wisdom in the quest for the mystery. He dedicated himself to the study of the 
profound secret in order to exhaust the wonders of the subtle words. Then, taking the text of the 
Prajhdjpdramitasutra ] as a basis, he composed this Upasdesa... 

He explains the true nature ( dhannatd) so that people misled by wrong views are no longer led astray 
and are corrected. In this Upadesa , he begins by explaining the views [of the Abhidharmikas ?] and 
mentions the differences in order to exhaust their beauty, but finally he recommends detachment 
(anabhinivesa) from all these views as the proper solution. Where the explanation is incomplete, he 
engages in a discussion to illuminate it; if the discussion does not succeed, he opts for the Middle 
[Path] ( madhyamdpratipad) as the definitive solution... 

There is the dharmacarya Kumarajlva who, from an early age, acquired a reputation for insight and 
wisdom and who now, at a ripe age, enjoys extraordinary renown... He always depended on this 
Upadesa. 

On the 20 th day of the 12 th moon of the 3 rd year of the hon-che period (Febmray 8, 402), he came from 
Kou-tsang to Tch’ang-ngan. The Ts’in emperor [Yao Hing] for a long time humbly nourished the hope 


50 p. Demieville, Journal Asiatique, 1950, p. 388. 

51 The Dharma of the Buddha went through two or three phases, each lasting 500 years: the Authentic Holy 
Dhanna (saddharma proper), the Counterfeit Dhanna {pratirupakadharma ), the final Dharma ( pascimadharma ): cf. 
HBI, p.211 seq. 
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of seeing him and was overjoyed to meet him. In the course of their conversations, they lingered until 
the end of the day and, by trying to pierce the mystery, they forgot the year’s fatigue... 

The emperor gathered the sramanas in the capital who were specialists in doctrinal works and ordered 
scholars learned in criticism of the texts, noblemen, and ministers to assemble in the Siao-yao-yuan 
pavilion on the shore of the Wei... He personally examined the mysterious document and adjusted the 
[Chinese] words to the Sanskrit text... When the text of the [Prajnapmaramitd]sutra (T 223) was 
established, he went on to the translation of this Upadesa (T 1509). 

The abridged version of the Upadesa (in its original Sanskrit text) had 100,000 gdthds each of 32 
characters (i.e., 100,000 units of 32 syllables), or a total of 3,200,000 ‘words’ (Sanskrit syllables; for 
the Chinese, the notions of words and syllables overlap). Taking into account the contrast between 
Sanskrit and Chinese, the one being complicated and the other concise, he condensed it by two-thirds 
and thus obtained these 100 kiuan of the Chinese translation. In the 300,000 words of the Ta-tche- 
[you-louen] (condensed thus into about 300,000 Sanskrit syllables), the sublime meaning of the 
mysterious paragraphs appeared in full clarity. The complete Sanskrit text is as detailed as that of the 
first chapter (parivarta ); the master of the Dharma abridged it by cutting it because the Chinese love 
conciseness. If he had translaled the entire text, that would have come to at least 1000 kiuan 


From this somewhat confused information, some conclusions may be drawn: 

1) The translation of the Upadesa began at Tch’an-ngan between May 25 and June 23 of the year 404 and 
was completed February 1, 406. 

2) It went along with the translation of the Mahdprajndpdramitasutra (T 223) of which it is the 
commentary. But here the evidence differs somewhat. 

a. According to the preface by Seng-jouei in T 223, published in the Tch’ou (T 2145, k. 8, p. 53/?). the 
translation of the Sutra began on the 23 rd day of the 4 th moon of the 5 th hong-che year (May 29, 403) and 
finished on the 5 th day of the 12 th moon of the same year (January 13, 404); after which, the Chinese texts 
was again revised up to the 23 rd day of the 4 th moon of the following year (May 18, 404). 

b. According to the Tch’ou (T 2145, k. 2, p. 10cl6) and the K’ai-yuan (T 2154, k. 4, p. 512M), the 
translation of the Sutra began on the 23 rd day of the 4 th moon of the 5 th hong-che year (May 29, 403) and 
finished on the 23 rd day of the 4 th moon of the 6 th year (May 18, 404). 


52 However, in his preface to the Mahdprajndpdramitasutra (Tch’ou, T 2145, k. 8, p. 53M3), Seng-jouei states that 
the text of the sutra had not been (definitely) fixed until the (translation) of the Upadesa was finished (cf. P. 
Demieville, l. c., p. 383, n. 3). 

53 The translation of this paragraph is borrowed from P. Demieville, /. c., p. 387-388. 
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3. The Ta-tche-tou-louen (T 1509) is just an incomplete translation of the Indian Upadesa. The latter, 
which was divided into chapters ( parivarta, p’in ),^4 consisted of 100,000 gathas or 3,200,000 Sanskrit 
syllables. A complete translation would have involved 1000 scrolls (kiuari) and 3,200,000 words (yen). 

However, Kumarajlva actually translated only nine-tenths and his translation has only 100 scrolls and about 
320,000 Chinese characters. This is how he did it: 

a. He completely translated the first parivarta of the Indian Upadesa. 

b. He abridged two-thirds of the text of the other parivartas. 

The subdivisions of the Ta-tche-tou-louen into chapters (p’in) as well as into scrolls (kiuan) varied 
considerably in the course of successive editions. In some of the Touen-houang manuscripts they are 
completly missing.55 

In the actual Taisho edition, the Mahdprajndpdramitdsutra (T 223) consists of 90 chapters in 27 scrolls; the 
Ta-tche-tou-louen (T 1509) also has 90 chapters, but is divided into 100 scrolls. We may also note that in 
these two texts the titles of the chapters do not always coincide. 

Scrolls 1 to 34 of the Ta-tche-tou-louen (p. 57c-314/r) are the complete translation of the first chapter of the 
Indian Upadesa ; scrolls 36 to 100 of the same Ta-tche-tou-louen (p. 314b-756c) are the abridged 
translation of the rest of the Upadesa. 

4. Commissioned and supervised by Yao Hing, executed by the Serindian Kumarajlva, critiqued by more 
than 500 scholars, written down by brush and prefaced by Seng-jouei, the Chinese translation of the 
Upadesa was so completely Sinicized that it succeeds in pulling the wool over one’s eyes and makes one 
doubt its Indian origins. What we have said about its author shows that it is an illusion. The Upadesa is the 
work of an Indian, but its translators gave it a Chinese flavor and that was the reason for its success. 

Many comments and arguments exchanged orally during the course of a work prolonged over two years 
have passed into the translation either in the form of notes (written at the time in a single column in very 
tiny characters)^ or as pure and simple interpolations. 

Quite rightly, R. Hikata has distinguished in the Ta-tche-tou-louen passages that are clearly or probably by 
Kumarajlva and those that should be or conveniently are attributed to ‘Nagarjuna’,57 

Everyone agrees in attributing to Kumarajlva or to his collaborators explanations of Sanskrit terms with 
phonetic transcriptions and translations into ‘the language of the Ts’in’, such as samyaksambuddha (p. 
128F0, sugata (p. 13 IF), lokavid (p. 132 ), purusadamyasdrathi (p. 133), sdstd devamanusydndm (p. 135F), 
buddha (p. 137F), samgha (p. 202F), dhdram ( p. 317F), Bhadrapala and Ratnakara (p. 428), Gandaka (p. 
497), Vipasyin, Sikhin and Visvabhu (p. 535F), Kausthlka (p. 637F), pdramifd (p. 701F), Sudinna (p. 713- 
714), Asoka (p. 723F), sila (p. 770F), ksdnti (p. 865F), vuya (p. 927F), Arbuda and Norarbuda (p. 963F) 

54 Unfortunately their number is not given precisely. 

55 Cf. P. Demieville, /. c., p. 391. 

56 P. Pelliot, BEFEO, VIII, p. 509-510. 

5^ R. Hikata, Introduction to the edition of the Suvikrdntavikramin, p. LIII seq. 
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mahaprajnaparamita (p. 1066F), vimoksa (P. 1291F), samadhi (p. 1487F), arsa sthana (p. 1593F), 
samskara (p. 696 b), etc. 

Also seeming to be interpolations, some comments on the customs and usages of the T’ien-tchou, capable 
of being of interest to the Chinese but completely useless to an Indian reader: In India there are two words 
to designate time, kdla and samaya (p. 76F); it is a custom in India to call anything that is fine, heavenly 
(<divya ) (p. 523F); in India it is usually said that some one who has done what had to be done ‘has crossed 
over to the other shore’ (p. 702F): in India it is the custom to grasp someone’s feet as a sign of respect (p. 
847F); the Buddha inhabited the Indian Kingdoms, and in these kingdoms there are always many brahmins 
(p. 1267F); Isana and Varuna are at Indra’s left and right respectively (p. 1338F); according to the rule of 
the Indian language, the combining of several syllables forms a word and the combining of several words 
forms a phrase (p. 380b-c); the Greater Vehicle in the Indian language is called Mahayana (p. 394c); the 
Buddha manifested only 32 laksanas and 80 anuvyanjanas in order to conform to Indian taste (p. 684b). 
etc. 

But it would be dangerous to see interpolations everywhere: several passages of the Ta-tche-tou-louen may 
not correspond to the picture that one has, on the basis of late documents,^ 8 of a Nagarjuna ‘who was a 
Brahmin from the south of India, contemporary with Kaniska and a friend of a Satavahana’, but which may 
be passages quite natural coming from an author who lived and worked at the beginning of the 4 th century 
in north-western India. 


2. NAGARJUNA SEEN FROM TCH’AND-NGAN 


If, as I [Lamotte] think, the author of the Upadesa is different from the author of the Madhyamakasdstra, 
the problem of the date of Nagarjuna loses some of its interest. However, we cannot pass over the 
information provided by the Tch’ang-ngan school of the 5 th century in silence. 

As we have seen above, Kumarajlva considered Nagarjuna to be the author of the Upadesa, of the 
Dvadasanikaya, the Madhyamakasdstra and the Dasabhumikavibhasa of which he provided the translation. 

For a long time, the West has had at its disposal, as information about Nagarjuna, only incomplete and late 
documents: a short summary of the Long-chou-p ’ou-sa-tchouan (T 2047) in V. Vassilief, Le bouddhisme, ses 
dogmes, son histoire et sa literature, 1865, p. 212-213, Tdranatha’s Geshichte des Buddhismsa translated by A. 
Schiefner, 1869, and the Si-yu-ki (T 2087) by S. Beal (1884) and Th. Watters (1904-05). The paucity of 
documentation explains the tendency of the modems to exaggerate the importance of some old comments without 
any geographical and chronological significance. Thus, concerning Kumaralabdha (= Kumaralata), the founder of 
the Sautrantika school, we read in the Si-yu-ki (T 2087, k. 12, p. 942«16-18): “At that time, there was Asvaghosa in 
the east, Deva in the south, Nagarjuna in the west and Kumaralabdha in the north; they are called the four suns 
illuminating the world.” And since legend attaches Asvaghosa to Kaniska, it has been deduced that the four ‘suns’ 
appeared simultaneously in the 1 st or the 2 nd centuries of our era according to the date that is assigned to Kaniska. 

This is to give too much importance to a comment that is only a stylistic symbol. 
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But we know that Kumarajiva, who ‘forgot small details’^ did not look very carefully: perhaps he 
carelessly attributed Kumaralata’s Kalpandmanditika to Asvaghosa. 

According to customary usage, he dated Nagaijuna in post-Nirvana years. In China until the beginning of 
the 6 th century, the birth of Sakyamuni was placed at the 8 th day of the 4 th moon of the 10 th year of King 
Tchouang (687B. C.j/’O But Kumarajiva brought a correction to this computation. 

In a note dated 568 A. D. in the Eul-kiao-louen by Tao-ngar/’' cited by Tao-siuan (596-667) in his 
Kouang-hong-ming-tei (T 2103, k. 8, p. 142al8-20), we read: 


According to the chronology of the dharmacarya Che (Kumarajiva) and the Che-tchou-ming (inscribed 
pillar in the Wou-hin region) in agreement with the Springs and Autumns (Chronicles of the Lou 
principality), the Tathagata was born on the 5 th (correction: the 4 th ) year of king Houan of the Tcheu, 
yi-tch’eou cyclic order (716 B.C.). He went forth in the 23 rd (correction: 22 nd ) year of king Houan, 
kouei-wei cyclic order (698 B.C.). He attained enlightnment in the 10 th year of king Tchouang, kin-wou 
cyclic order (687 B. C.). He entered into nirvana in the 15 th year of king Siang, kia-chen cyclic order 
(637 B. C.): this was 1295 years ago (586 B.C.). 


The dating of the Parinirvana in 637 B.C. allows the use of the information provided by Ki-tsang (549-623) 
on Asvaghosa, Nagarjuna, Aryadeva and Harivarman in his commentary on the Satakasdstra (T 1827), the 
Madhyamakasdstra (T 1824) and the Three Treatises (T 1852): 


T 1827, k. 1, p. 233a8-14: The teacher [Sengj-jouei, in the preface to the Satyasiddhisastra [by 
Harivrman] which he wrote after the death of his teacher Che [Kumarajiva], cites some words of the 
latter: “After the Buddha’s death in the year 350, Ma-ming (Asvaghosa) was born; in 530 Long-chou 
(Nagarjuna) was born.” He also said: “Asvaghosa illustrated the end of the Authentic Law 
(saddharma ); Nagarjuna appeared at the beginning of the Counterfeit Law ( pratirupakadharma )”... 
[Seng]-tchao and {Seng]-jouei say that T’i-p’o (Aryadeva) was born in the 800 th year or later.^- 

T 1824, k. 1, p. 18623-25: At what time in the Counterfeit Law (pratirupakadharma ) was Nagarjuna 
born? The master [Seng]-jouei, in his preface to the Satyasiddhisastra, cites some words of his teacher 
Lo-che (Kumarajiva) who says: “Asvaghosa was born in the year 350, and Nagarjuna was born in the 
year 530.” 


59 Kao-seng-tchouan, T 2059, k. 2, p. 330c 1 1. 

Cf. E. Ziircher, Buddhist Conquest of China, p. 271-272. 

61 This is not the well-known Tao-ngan of the 4 th century. 

62 Infonnation confirmed by Seng-tchao’s preface to the Satakasdstra by Aryadeva (T 1569, p. 167c 12; Tch ’ou, T 
2145, k. 11, p. llbll). 
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T 1852, p. 3cl0-14: Once the dharmacarya Lo-che [KumaramjTva], after having translated the 
Satyasiddhisdstra ,63 asked Seng-jouei to comment on it. After the death of master KumarajTva, Seng- 
jouei wrote down his last teachings and composed the preface to the sastra; he said: “The 
Satyasiddhisdstra was composed by Harivarman, the most famous of Kumaralata’s disciples, a scholar 
of the Hlnayana from the land of Ki-pin (Kasmir) in the 800 th year after the Buddha’s Parinirvana.” 


As the preface to the Satyasiddhisdstra has disappeared, it is difficult to verify the sayings of Ki-tsang. But 
it is wrong that Seng-jouei placed Asvaghosa at the end of the Authentic Law and Nagarjuna at the 
beginning of the Counterfeit Law. In his preface to the Ta-tche-tou-louen (T 1509, p. 57al2-13), he says, to 
the contrary, that Asvaghosa was born at the end of the Authentic Law and Nagarjuna at the end of the 
Counterfeit Law, and several lines lower down, (p. 57bl3) he refers to the authority of an Indian Chronicle 
in terms of which Asvaghosa and Nagarjuna appeared at the end of the Authentic Law and at the end of the 
Counterfeit Law respectively. The two periods each cover 500 years, so it would follow that the two 
individuals were separated by about 500 years. 

That being so, there is only one way to interpret KumarajTva’s phrase which puts Asvaghosa at 350 years 
and Nagarjuna at 530 years after the Parinirvana. We must understand that Asvaghosa was born at 350 
post-nirvana (which gives 637-350 = 287 B.C.) and Nagarjuna 530 years after Asvaghosa (which gives 
637- (350+530) = 243 A.D.). 

If we accept these numbers, the Tch’ang-ngan school of the 5 th century placed the great masters at the 
following dates: 

637 B.C.: Parinirvana of the Buddha 
287 B.C.: Birth of Asvaghosa 

243 A.D.: Birth of Nagaijuna who was followed by Aryadeva 

253 A.D.: Publication of the Satyasiddhilsdstra by Harivarman, the disciple of Kumaralata. 

This information probably came from Kasmir where KumarajTva had been educated and with which he 
remained in contact. It may be compared with a passage from the Rdjatasahgini (I, v. 168 and 173) by the 
Kasmirian historian Kalhana (12 th century) in whose words a bodhisattva of the first bhiimi, the glorious 
Nagarjuna, lived at Sadarhadvana (Harvan) in the reigns of the last great Kusanas, Huska (Huviska?) and 
his successors. 

Nevertheless, no historian will accept that an interval of almost 500 years separated Asvaghosa from 
Nagarjuna. In a note incorporated by Seng-tchao in his Commentary on the VimalakTrti (T 1775, k. 8, p. 
399b), KumarajTva himself places Parsva and Asvaghosa in the 600 years post-nirvana. 

63 According to the Li-tai (T 2034, k. 8, p. 78c22), KumarajTva tmaslated the Satyasiddhisdstra in the 8 th year of the 
hong-che period (406-407); according to the K’ai-yuan (T 2145, k. 4, p. 513al8), the translation began on the 8 th day 
of the 9 th moon of the 13 th hong-che year (October 11,411) and was finished on the 15 th day of the 9 th moon of the 
14 th year (Novenmber 4, 412). 
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One cannot escape the impression that all these dates are derived from theoretical views on the successive 
stages of the holy Dharma and that, as an absolute chronology, their value is rather weak. 

It is doubtful that at the beginning of the 5 th century, the Tch’ang-ngan school would have known 
Nagaijuna’s Suhrllekha “Friendly Letter”,64 of which three Chinese and one Tibetan trnaslation exist: 

1) T 1672: Long-chou-p ’ou-sa wei Tch ’an-to-kia-wang chouo-fa-yao-kie “Summary of the Dharma in verse 
by the bodhisattva Nagarjuna on behalf of king Jantaka”, translated in 431 at Nankin by Gunavarman. 

2) T 1673: K’iuan-fa tchou-wang yao-kie “Summary in verse to encourage kings”, translated in 434 at 
Nankin by Samghavarman, disciple and successor to Gunavarman. 

3) T 1674: Long-chou-p’ou-sa k’iuan-kaiai-wang song “Stanzas of encouragement to the king by the 
bodhisattva Nagarjuna”, translated in 691 by Yi-tsing during his trip to India. In his Account sent from the 
southern seas (T 2125, k. 4, p. 227cl3-15) Yi-tsing specifies that this letter was dedicated by Nagarjuna to 
his former ddnapati called Che-yin-to-kia (Jantaka), king of southern India, called So-to-p’o-han-na 
(Satavahana). 

4) Tib. 5409 and 5682: Bses-pahi phrih-yig “Friendly Letter “, addressed this time to king Bde-byed 
(Udayana), a contemporary of the Buddha! 

The first translation, which makes the king, Jantaka, the recipient of the letter, is suspect in several regards. 
It is first mentioned in the Nei-tien-lou catalogue T 2149, k. 8, p. 312b25) compiled only in 664, and it is 
hard to see why Samghavarman would have retranslated a text published by his teacher three years 
previously. 

The second translation, which does not specify the name of the recipient, gives more guarantee of 
authenticity: it is mentioned in the Tch’ou-san-tsang-ki-tsi (T 2145, k. 2, p. 12b23; k. 14, p. 104c25) 
already published in 515 and mentioned by Houei-kiao in his Kao-seng-tchouan (T 2059, k. 3, p. 342c3), 
which was not the case for the first. 

Later, a biography of the bodhisattva Nagarjuna entitled Long-chou-p ’ou-sa-tchouan (T 2047) and 
publishedunder Kumarajiva’s name was circulated. It has been translated into English by M. Walleser/’-’ It 
probably collected some information previously furnished by Kumaramjrva,^ but he was not the author. 

Firstly, the first catalogue to mention it was the Li-tai-san-pao-ki (T 2034, k. 8, p. 79a7) compiled at 
Tch’ang-ngan in 597 by Fei Tchang-fang and, contrary to his custom, this editor was unable to refer to any 
earlier catalogue. 


64 For detail, see S. Levi, Kaniska et Satavahana, JA, 1936, p. 107-110. 

66 Life of Nagarjuna from Tibetan and Chinese Sources, Asia Major, Hirth Anniversry Volume, 1923, p. 445-448. 
66 A note by Kumarajlva incorporated by Seng-tchao in his Commentary on Vimalakirti (T 1775, k. 2, p. 339 a) tells 
of an episode between Nagarjuna and a heretic. Nagarjuna had said to the latter that the devas and asuras were at 
war. The heretic asked for proof. Immediately broken spears and swords, bodies and heads of asuras fell from the 
sky. The heretic was convinced and gave in. The episode in question is taken from the Long-chou-p ’ou-sa-tchouen 
(T 2047, p. 185a, 186a) and from there passed into the Fou-fa-tsang-yin-yuan-tchouan (T 2058, k. 5. p. 318a-6). 
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Secondly, this biography, which correctly mentioned the Upadesa in 100,000 gdthds (T 1509) and the 
Madhyamakasdstra in 599 gdthds, also attributes to Nagarjuna three works unknown as yet and which will 
not be considered further: a sastra on the marvelous Bodhi of the Buddhas in 5,000 gdthds, a sastra on the 
skillful means of great compassion in 5,000 gdthds and a sastra on the absence of fear of which the 
Madhyamakasastra would be an extract/’ 7 

Finally and above all, this biography presents its hero as a high-flying adventurer and complacently 
describes his stormy youth, his exciting voyages, his daring attempts at reform, his sensational discoveries 
in the Naga palace, his quarrels with the prince, his magic contests with the Brahmins and finally, his 
mysterious death. The picture thus sketched gives a good idea of what the upper middle ages thought of a 
siddha, but corresponds poorly to the image that we ourselves have of this penetrating and rigorous logician 
who was the author of the Madhyamakasdstra, this wise encyclopedist who was the author of the 
Upadesa .68 

IV. SUBJECT AND SOURCES OF VOLUME III 


Volume II of the present work, which appeared in 1949 treated the six virtues - generosity, morality, 
patience, exertion, meditation and wisdom - which the bodhisattva must practice in order to reach supreme 
complete enlightenment and, at the same time, to assure the welfare and happiness of all beings. 

The canonical and postcanonical texts of early Buddhism had already mentioned these virtues and, for a 
long time, the deeds of future Buddhas appeared in the bas-reliefs. But in the view of the Prajnaparamita, 
these virtues are raised to the level of perfections (pdramitd) insofar as the bodhisattva ‘keeps them and 
does not keep them’ ( asthdnayogena tisthati) in the sense that he practices them with the deep conviction 
(ksdti) that beings do not exist and that things are unborn. From the perspective of their true nature 
(bhutalaksana, dharmatd), all contingent phenomena are reduced to being identical ( samatd) in a 
fundamental non-existence. The result is that the bodhisattva will be completely generous if he eliminates 
the notions of donor, recipient and gift given, perfectly moral if he mixes merit and wrong-doing, perfectly 
wise if, rejecting both true and false, he professes no system whatsoever. 

In the present Volume III, the author dedicates no less tham twelve chapters (XXXI - XLII) to commenting 
on a few pages of the Prajnaparamitasutra ( Pahcavimsatisdhasrikd, p. 19-21); Satasdhasrikd, p. 56-66). 
This part, the most technical and without a doubt the most interesting part of the Traite, has as its subject 
the practices forming the Path of Nirvana and the attributes of the Buddhas. 


67 Cf. T 2047, p. 184<rl8-21; 18669-12. The same list appears in T 2058, k. 5, p. 318616-19. - This “Sastra on the 
absence of fear” has been compared with the Mulamadhyamakavrtti-akutobhayd attributed to Nagarjuna and 
appearing in the Tib, Trip, no. 5229, but the the comparison is forced 

6® One could ask if the Upadesa, like the Mahavibhasd which it opposes, was not another collective work. This is a 
question to which I [Lamotte] am unable to respond. 
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Such a subject is somewaht unexpected. The bodhisattva delays his entry into nirvana indefinitely and 
remains in samsara with the sole purpose of dedicating himself as long as possible to the welfare and 
happiness of beings. Why then should he be interested in practices that are aimed precisely at hastening 
nirvana? The answer is simple. The bodhisattva must know these practices so as to teach them eventually to 
beings destined to be converted by the old Vehicle - that of the sravakas, a fact that does not prevent them, 
at the appropriate time, from being redirected towards the Greater Vehicle. This is why the bodhisattva 
‘completely fulfills’ ( paripurayati ) the practices of the path in order to be able to teach them or review 
them with awareness of their cause, but he does not realize (na sdksdtkaroti) them personally, for he would, 
by that very fact, betray his ideal of future Buddha and he would rejoin the ranks of the arhats who are 
more preoccupied with their sainthood than with the salvation of others. 

As for the attributes of the Buddha, they are still beyond the reach of the bodhisattva. But although he has 
not ‘fulfilled them completely’, he is ‘anxious to understand them’ ( parijnmatukdma ). This is why it is 
necessary to speak of them. The division into chapters as presented in the Taisho edition leaves much to be 
desired and so it is useful to prsent a summary of Volume III here. 


FIRST PART: The dharmas of the Path arranged in order of importance : 

I. The thirty-seven hodhipdksikadharmas divided into seven classes (chap. XXXI): 

1. Four smrtyupasthanas. 

2. Four samyakpradhdnas. 

3. Four rddhipddas. 

4. Five indriyas. 

5. Five balas. 

6. Seven sambodhyahgas. 

7. Eight mdrgdhgas. 

II. The eight complementary classes of dharmas of the Path (chap. XXXII-XXXIV): 

1. Three samddhis. 

2. Four dhydnas. 

3. Four apramdnas. 

4. Four drupyasamdpattis. 

5. Eight vimoksas. 

6. Eight abhibhvdyatanas. 

7. Ten krtsndyatanas. 

8. Nine anupurvasamapattis. 


910 



III. Six other classes of dharmas of the Path (chap. XXXV- XXXVIII): 


1. Nine asubhasamjnds. 

2. Eight anusmrtis. 

3. Ten samjnas. 

4. Eleven jndnas. 

5. Three samddhis. 

6. Three indriyas. 

SECOND PART: The attributes of the Buddhas (chap. XXXIX-XLII): 

1. The eight balas according to the Abhidharma (chap. XXXIX). 

2. The four vaisdradyas according to the Abhidharma (chap. XL). 

3. The ten balas and the four vaisdradyas according to the Mahayana (chap. XL). 

4. The four pratisamvids according to the Abhidharma and according to the Mahayana (chap. XL). 

5. The eighteen avenikadharmas according to the Mahayan list (chap. XLI). 

6. The eighteen avenikadharmas according to the Sarvastivadin lists (chap. XLI) 

7. Mahdmaitn and mahdkanmd (chap. XLII). 


For each of these subjects, the Traite first explains the theories of early Buddhism according to the 
interpretation of the Abhidhrma and the Sarvastivadin-VaibhasikaVibhasa; then it presents the contrasting 
view of the Prajndpdramitdsutra and the other Mahaydnasutras, taking its inspiration most frequently from 
refutation of arguments condensed in the Madhyamakasdstra. 

A clear distinction is made in the account between the Abhidharmic theories and the Mahayanist criticism. 
The subtitles, added here to the Frenxh translation, carefully mark the separation. It often happens, as a 
matter of fact, that the contemporary exegesis quoting one or another passage taken from the Traite, 
without placing it in context, attributes theories to the author which he presents only to oppose them. 

By means of these frequent allusions to the early Tripitaka, the author plunges us into the elating 
atmosphere of the 6 th century B. C. In the course of Volume III, we will see ‘humans and non-human 
beings’ whom Sakyamuni met at random in his preaching tours march past helter-skelter: Ajnatakaundinya 
(p. 1426F, 1576F), Ambattha (p. 1576F), Ananda (p. 1352F, 1547F, 1589F, 1631F, 1649F, 1676F), 
Anavataptanagaraja (p. 1343F), Angulimala (p. 1542F, 1579F), Animddha (p. 1405F, 1558F, 1630F), 
Apalala (p. 1578F), Asita (p. 1344F), Atavaka (p. 1578F), Bakkula (p. 1386F, 1530F), Bharadvaja (p. 
1401F), Bimbisara (p. 1577F), Brahmadatta (p. 1577F), Brahma devaraja (p. 1343F, 1583F), Brahmayus 
(p. 1577F), Canda Pradyota (p. 1577F), Caturmaharajakayikadeva (p. 1679F), Cudapanthaka (p. 1543F), 
Devadatta (p. 1545F, 1662F, 167IF seq.), DIrgha the yaksa (p. 1405F), DIrghanakha (p. 1576F, I688F), 
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Elapatra (p. 1579F), Gavampati (p. 1659F), ISana (p. 1338F), Jambuka (p. 1363F), the Jatilas (p. 1576F), 
Jlvaka (p. 1677F), Kimbila (P. 1405F), Ksanti (p. 1670F), Ktitasanta (p. 1577F), Lavanabhadrika (p. 
1439F), Madhuvasistha (p. 1659F), Mahagautaml (p. 1403F), Mahakasyapa (p. 1355F, 1399F, 1547F, 
1577F), Mahakatyayana (p. 153 IF), Makhadeva (p. 1583F), Mandhatr (p. 1583F), Mara (p. 1582F), 
Maudgalyayana (p. 1355F, 1426F, 1530F, 1543F, 1575F, 1576F, 163 IF, 1632F), Meghika (p. 1675F), 
Nagasamala (p. 1675F), Nandika (p. 1405F), Nandopananda (p. 1359F), Nltha 

(p. 1634F), Pilindavatsa (p. 1439F), Pilotika (p. 1576F), Pindola Bharadvaja (p. 163 IF), Prasenajit (p. 
1577F), Pukkusati (p. 153 IF, 1577F), Puma (p. 163 IF), Puskarasarin (p. 1577F), Radha (p. 1675F), Rahula 
(1546F), Revata Khadiravaniya (p. 1547F), Sagara nagaraja (p. 1343F), Sagara the king (p. 1583F), Saivala 
(p. 1546F), Sakra devendra (p. 1343F, 1583F), the 100,000 Sakyas (p. 1577F), Sariputra (p. 1355F, 1426F, 
1439F, 1543F, 1547F, 1575F, 1576F, 1631F, 1632F, 1694F, 1713F), Satyaka NirgranthTputra (p. 1355F, 
1576F, 1662F, 1665F), Saundaranada (p. 1545F, 1641F), Sibi (p. 1713F), Srenikavatsagotra (p. 1356F), 
Srigupta (p. 1634F), Srivrddhi (p. 1526F), Srona Kotivimsa (p. 1387F), Subadhra (p. 1650F, 1652F), 
Sudarsana (p. 1583F), Suddhodana (p. 1344F), Sumana (p. 1426F), Sunaksatra (p. 1545F, 1675F), Sun dan 
(p. 1572F), Udayana (p. 1577F), Upali (p. 1547F), Umbilva the naga (p. 1359F),Uruvilvakasyapa (p. 
1355F, 1576F), Vakkali (p. 1546F), Varuna (p. 1338F), Vemacitrin (p. 1583F), Virudhaka (p. 1529), 
Visvakarman (p. 1578F), Yasas (p. 1545F). -The only bodhisattvas mentioned in the present volume are 
Sadapramdita (p. 1353F, Avalokitesvara, Manjusri and Maitreya (p. 1694F). 

More than the two previous volumes, Volume III is loaded with canonical quotations of which here is a 
provisional list: 

1. Hinayana sutras cited with their titles. - Bahudhdtuka (p. 1524F, 1525F), Devatdpariprcchd (p. 1633F), 
Dhydna (p. 1268F, 1547F), DTrghanakhabrahmcbri 

(p. 1688F), Ekottara (p. 1268F), Karmavibhahga (p. 1534F), Kdtydyandvavdda erroneously cited as 
Kdsyapapariprcchd (p. 1684F), Romaharsaniya (p. 1554F), Saiwdsrava (p. 1590F), Sundan-sutra (p. 
1572F). 

2. Hinayana sutras mentioned without title. - Adumd (p. 1350F, n. 1 ),Amrdni (p. 1397F, n. 2), Andtman (p. 
1448F, n. 1), Anityatd (p. 1438F, n. 1), Aryadharmamudra (p. 1368F, n. 1), Asivisopama (p. 1419F, n. 1; 
1422F, n. 4), Asvdda (p. 1328F, n. 3), Bhutam idam (p. 1630F, n. 2), Cdtumci (p. 1575F,, n. 1; 1532F, n. 2), 
Caturmahdpadesa (p. 1621F, n. 2), Catuspratisarana (p. 1621F, n. \), Cfvara (p. 1399F, n. 1), 
Cudasatyaka (p. 1665F, n. 4), Cudavedalla (p. 1184, n. 1), Dahara (p. 1397, n. 1), Daksindvibhahga 
(1403F, n. 2), Daksinfya (p. 1392F, n. 1), Dasabala (p. 1515-1517F), Devatdnusmrti (p. 1420F, n. 1), 
Dharmacakrapravartana (p. 1458, n. 1), Dhvajdgra (p. 1335, n. 1), Etad agram (p. 1630, F, n. 2), Gdrava 
(p. 1425F, n. 2), Gosrhga (p. 1405F, n. 1), Haliddavassana (p. 1270F, n. 1), Kolopama (p. 1397F, n. 1), 
Latukikopama (p. 1488F, n. 3), Maitrd (p. 1247F, n. 3), Maranasmrti (p. 1424F, n. 1), Markata (p. 1165F, 
n. 1), Na tdvakam (p. 1145F, n. 1), Nanda (p. 1641F, n. 2), Rahogataka (p. 1159F, n. 1; 1446F, n. 1); 
Rupasamgraha (p. 1277F, n. 1), Saiksa (p. 1640F, n. 3), Salyatvena (p. 144F, n. 2), Sramanasatya (p. 
1663F, n. 2), Subhadra (p. 1550F, n. 2), SusTma (p. 1483F, n. 2), Udaya- and Sundarika (p. 1400F, n. 2), 
Updsakasfla (p. 1559F, n. 1), Vaisaradya (p. 1570F seq.), Vyddhisutra (p. 1515F, n. 1). 
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3. Mahdydnasutras cited with their titles:^ - Aksayamatinirdesa cited Aksayamatibodhisattvapariprccha 

(p. 1245F), Aksayamatipariprcchd (p. 1272F) or Aksayamatisutra (p. 1716F), Saddharmapundarika (p. 
1646F), Samvrtiparamarthasatyamirdesa cited Prasantasutra (p. 1562F), Sarvadharmdpravrttinirdesa (p. 
1535F), Suramgamasamadhi cited Mahayana-Suramgamasutra (1647F), Tathagatdcintyasuhyanirdesa 
cited Guhyakasutra (p. 1538F) or Guhyayakavajrapanisutra (p. 168 IF), Vimalakfrtinirdesa cited 
Advayapravesadharmapaiydya (p. 1645-1636F, n. 1). Visesacintibrahmapariprcchd cited 

Jalinibodhisattvasutra ( p. 1268F, 1417F0 or Visesacintisutra (p. 1714F). 

4. Mahdydnasutras mentioned without titles. - Aksayamtinirdesa (p. 1250, n. 1), Amitayurbuddhdnusmrti 

(p. 1361, n. 2), Pratyutpannabuddhasammukhdvasthiti-samddhi (p. 1361, n. 2), Ratnamegha (p. 1513F, n. 
1), Suramgamasamadhi (p. 1611, n. 2), Tathdgatdcintyaguhyanirdesa (p. 1587F, n. 1), 

Vikurvanarajapariprccha (p. 1613, n. 1). 

The references to the Madhyamakasastra by Nagarjuna and to the Catuhaataka by Aryadeva have been 
noted above, p. XXXIXF-XLF. 




I [Lamotte] am pleased to be able to express my gratitude to my colleagues and friends who have shown 
interest in this work. With the kindness of a bodhisattva, P. Demieville has given me tireless assistance. W. 
Simon and J. Brough have furnished precious information. My young colleague, R. Shih, has proposed 
judicious corrections. H. Durt, J. Kato and M. Van Velthem have shared in correcting the proofs. 

At the intervention of J. Willems, the very distinguished President of the University Foundation and the 
National Council for Scientific Research, the Franqui Foundation has granted a generous subsidy for this 
publication and thus relieved the burden of the Oriental Insitute of Louvain and its President, Count J. 
Ryckmans. 

To these worthy individuals, to all these kalyanamitras, I express my highest thanks. 

1 would also like to thank particularly E. Peeters, director of the Orientalist Press, who has tried hard to met 
my wishes and speed the publication of this Volume. 


Etienne Lamotte 
Louvain, May 17, 1970 


69 As they are too numerous, the explicit and implicit references to the Mahaprajnaparamitasutras are not given 
here. 
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CHAPTER XXXI: THE THIRTY-SEVEN AUXILIARIES 

TO ENLIGHTENMENT 

PRELIMINARY NOTE (p. 1119F) 

I. LISTS OF AUXILIARIES 

The title of the fourth noble truth preached by the Buddha in his sermon at Benares is the path of cessation 
of suffering (, duhkhanirodhagdmim pratipad). It deals with the noble eight-membered Path (diya 
astangamarga), the culmination of a method of liberation involving an infinite number of more or less 
efficacious spiritual practices. The most important - among which are included the eight Path members - 
are designated by the name ‘Auxiliaries to Enlightenment’, bodhipakkhika or bodhipakkhiya in Pali, 
bodhipdksika, bodhipaksika, bodhipaksya or bodhipaksa dharma in Sanskrit. 

Definition of the Vibhasa (T 1545, k. 96, p. 496b 18-21): “ Why are they called bodhipdksika ? The two 
knowledges of the saint, the knowledge of the cessation of the impurities (dsravasayajndnd) and the 
knowledge that they will not arise again (anutpddajndna) are given the name of Bodhi because they consist 
of the complete understanding of the four Truths. If a dharma is favorable to this complete understanding, it 
is given the name of bodhipdksika .” 

Definition of the Kosa, (VI, p. 282-284): “ Ksayajhdna and anutpddajndna are Bodhi which, due to the 
difference of the saints who attain it, is threefold: srdvakabodhi, pratyekabodhi, anuttard samyaksambodhi. 
Indeed, ignorance is completely abandoned ( asesdvidydprahdndt) by these two jndnas: by means of the 
first, one knows truly that the task has been accomplished; by means of the second, one knows that the task 
will no longer have to be accomplished. Inasmuch as they are favorable to this Bodhi, thirty-seven dharmas 
are its auxiliaries ( tadanulomyatah saptatrimsat tu tatpaksdh)... All these auxiliaries to Bodhi are also a 
group of pure ( andsrava ) or impure ( sdsrava ) qualities of hearing ( sruta ), reflecting ( cintd) and meditating 
(bhdvand), arising from practice (prdyogika). , ‘’ 

But the classical list of the thirty-seven auxiliaries to enlightenment ( saptatrimsad bodhipdksikddharmdh) 
was slow in being formulated: 

1. In the Nikayas and the Agamas the term bodhipdksika dharma is rather rare and still poorly defined. The 
Anguttara, III, p. 70, 300 (cf. Vibhanga, p. 244) includes among them: the guarding of the senses ( indriyesu 
guttadvdratd, sobriety ( bhojane mattahhutd) and heedfulness (jdgariy ’ dnuyogd). For the Samyutta, V, p. 
227, 239, the bodhipdksika are the five spiritual faculties ( indriya ); for the Vibhanga, p. 249, they are the 
seven members of enlightenment ( sambojjhaahga ). 

2. In the Canon there is frequently a list of 37 dharmas divided into seven classes: 1) the four foundations 
of mindfulness ( smrtyupasthana ), 2) the four right efforts ( samyakpradhdna ), 3) the four bases of magical 
powers (rddhipdda ), 4) the five spiritual faculties (indriya), 5) the five strengths ( bala ), 6) the seven 
members of enlightenment ( sambodhyahga or bodhyahga), 7) the seven members of the path (mdrgdhga). 
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Except for the Ekottaragama, the Nikayas and the Agamas do not enumerate these dharmas which are 37 in 
total, and do not describe them as bodhipdksika. 

See, for example, Dlgha, II, p. 120 (cf. Sanskrit Mahaparinirvana, ed. Waldschmidt, p. 196, 224); Dlgha III, 
p. 102, 127; Majjhima, II, p. 238-239; III, p. 296; Anguttara, IV, p. 125, 203; Udana, p. 56. It is the same 
for the Pali Vinaya, II, p. 240; III, p. 93; IV, p. 26, etc. - Madhyamagama, T 26, k. 8, p. 476c20-21; k. 9, p. 
479al8-19; k. 52, p. 753c6-7; Samyuktagama, T 99k. 2, p. 14a7-8; k. 3, p. 19c5-6; k, 13, p. 87c3-4; k. 24, 

р. 176c 14-15; k. 26, p. 188b26-27. 

The Ekottarika, a late text crammed with Mahayanist interpolations, is the only Agama to enumerate these 
dharmas and describe them as bodhipdksika'. cf. T 125, k. 3, p. 561b20-22; k. 7, p. 579c26; k. 13, p. 
612al9-20; k. 18, p. 635b25-26; k. 26, p. 696c9; k. 40, p. 765cl5. 

3. Sometimes the seven classes are incorporated into a list of more than 37 dharmas, e.g., Majjhima, II, p. 
11-12; Anguttara, I, p. 39-49; and also for the Greater Vehicle, Pancavimsati, p. 203-308; Satasahasrika, p. 
1427-1439. 

4. Paracanonical or postcanonical texts, whether Pali or Sanskrit, the sutras and sastras of the Greater 
Vehicle list the seven classes in question, number their components and give them a name, ‘the 37 
bodhipaksika dharmas’, that will remain classical. 

For the Pali sources, see Nettippakarana, p. 197, 261; Milinda, p. 30; Visuddhimagga, ed. Warren, p. 582- 
583; commentaries by Buddhaghosa on the Samyutta, I, p. 104; II, p. 139; III, p. 136; and on the Anguttara, 
I, p. 85; II, p. 11; III, p. 56; IV, p. Ill; Compendium of Philosophy, p. 179. 

For the Sanskrit-Chinese sources, see an infinity of texts on the two Vehicles: Divyavadana, p. 350, 616; 
Avadanasataka, I, p. 340; Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 96, p. 495c27-28; Kosa, VI, p. 281; Abhidharmadlpa, p. 57 
seq.; Lalitavistara, p. 9; Pancavimsati, T 223, k. 18, p. 350b9; Kasyapaparivarta, p. 75; Saddharmapund., p. 
458; Vimalaklrti, p. 117, 139, 144, 201-202, 216, 378; Sutralamkara, p. 140-146; Madhyantavibhaga, p. 89- 
94; Yogacarabhumi, T 1579, k. 28, p. 439c-440a (for the sravakas): Bodh. bhumi, p. 259 (for the 
bodhisattvas); Dharmasamgraha, ch. 43; Arthaviniscaya, p. 569-575; Mahavyut., no. 952-1004. 

5. As well as the classical list of 37 bodhipaksikas which is by far the most widespread, there are also 
aberrant lists: 

a. The Nettippakarana, which notes (p. 31, 261) the list of 37, mentions (p. 112, 237) a list of 43 
bodhipakkhiyas beginning with six sannd: anicca, duhkha, anatta, pahdna,virdga and nirodhasannd. 

b. In his commentary on the Anguttara (I, p. 85) Buddhaghosa mentions as heretical ( adhamma ) a list of 38 
bodhipakkhiyas, consisting of 3 sati, 3 padhdna, 3 iddipdda, 6 indriya, 6 bala, 8 bojjhahga and 9 
maggahga. 

с. According to the Vibhasa (T 545, k. 86, p. 499al4-15), the Vibhajyavadins have a list of 41 
bodhipaksikas, by adding the four dryavamsas ‘Arya stock’ - being content with clothing, food and seat, 
and taking delight in cessation and the Path - to the 37 traditional ones. 
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d. According to Bhavya (M. Walleser, Die Sekten des alten Buddhismus, 1927, p. 90: A. Bareau, Trois 
Traites, JA 1956, p. 186) place the four apramanas, also called brahmavihdras, loving-kindness, etc., 
among the bodhyangas. 

[In Kosa, VI, p. 281, note, de La Vallee Poussin comments that the Anguttara, I, p. 53, recognizes only six 
bodhyangas, memory being omitted. This is wrong, for memory ( satisambojjanga ) is mentioned in the first 
line on p. 53.] 


II. CANONICAL DEFINITIONS OF THE 37 AUXILIARIES 


1. The 4 smrtyupasthanas 


Pali formula in Dlgha, II, p. 290; Majjhima, I,p. 55-56; Samyutta, V, p. 141, 167, 185; Vibhanga, p. 193. 
Ekdyano ay am bhikkhave maggo ....vuneyya loke abhijjhddomanassam.. - Sanskrit formula in 
Pancavimsati, p. 204; Satasahasrika, p. 1427; Dasabhumika, p. 38. Sa ... kdye kdydnupasyi (var. 
kdydnudarsT) ... vimyd loke ‘bhidhyadaurmanasye. 

Transl. - O monks, there is only one way for the purification of beings, for going beyond sorrow and 
lamentation, for the disappearance of suffering and sadness, for the conquest of the right Path, for the 
realization of nirvana: this is the four foundations of mindfulness. What are these four? 

1. The monk dwells considering the body in the body, energetic, aware, mindful of controlling greed 
and sorrow in the world. 

2. He dwells considering feeling in the feelings, energetic, aware, mindful of controlling greed and 
sorrow in the world. 

3. He dwells considering the mind in the mind, energetic, aware, mindful of controlling greed and 
sorrow in the world. 

4. He dwells considering dharmas in the dharmas, energetic, aware, mindful of controlling greed and 
sorrow in the world. 


Pali formula: Dlgha, II, p. 216, 292-306; Majjhima, I, p. 56-57, 59; Anguttara, III, p. 450; Samyutta, V, p. 
143, 294, 296; Vibhanga, p. 193, 195, 197. Iti ajjhattam vd kdye kdydnupassf... dhammesu dhamdnupassf 
viharati. - Sanskrit formula: Pancavimsati, p. 204 seq; Satasahasrika, p. 1427 seq.; Dasabhumika, p. 38. 
Evam adhydtmam kmye kdydnupasyi (var. anudarsi ) ... bahirdhd dharmesu dharmdnupasyi viharati. 

Transl. - 1. Thus he dwells considering the body in the body internally (i.e., in his own body), 
considering the body externally (i.e., in the body of another) or considering the body (both) internally 
and externally. 
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2. He dwells considering feelings in the feelings internally, considering feeling in the feelings 
externally or considering feelings internally and externally. 

3. He dwells considering the mind in the mind internally, considering the mind in the mind externally 
or considering the mind in the mind internally and externally. 

4. He dwells considering dharmas in the dharmas internally, considering dharmas in the dharmas 
externally or considering dharmas in the dharmas internally and externally. 

2. The 4 samyakpradhanas 


In the Pali sources, sammappadhana ‘right efforts’; in the Sanskrit sources, samyakprahana ‘right 
cessations’, translated into Tibetan as yah dag par spoh ba, but glossed as samyakpradhdna in the 
Kosavyakhya, p. 601, 1. 29. The Chinese translations give a choice between tcheng cheng or tcheng k’in on 
the one hand, and tcheng touan on the other hand. 

Pali formula in DIgha, III, p. 221; Majjhima, II, p. 11; Samyutta, IV,p. 364-365; V, p. 244; Anguttara, II, p. 
15; IV, p. 462; Patisambhida, II, p. 15, 17. Cattdro sammappadhana: 1. Idha bhikklm annpanndnam 
pdpakdnam ... arabhati cittam pagganhdti padahati. - Sanskrit formula in Pancavimsati, p. 307; 
Satasahasrika, p. 1435-36; Dasabhumika, p. 38; Mahavyut., no. 958-965. Catvdri samyakprahdndni: 1. 
Anutpanndndm pdpakdnam akusaldndm ... pragrhnati samyakpradadhdti (var. pranidadhdti). 

Transl. - The four right efforts: 

1. Here the monk gives rise to zeal, exerts himself, activates his energy, stimulates his mind and strives 
so that evil bad dharmas not yet arisen do not arise. 

2. He gives rise to zeal, exerts himself, activates his energy, stimulates his mind and strives so that evil 
bad dharmas already arisen are destroyed. 

3. He gives rise to zeal, exerts himself, activates his energy, stimulates his mind and strives so that 
good dharmas not yet arisen arise. 

4. He gives rise to zeal, exerts himself, activates his energy, stimulates his mind and strives so that 
good dharmas already arisen are maintained, preserved, developed increased, cultivated and 
completed. 

3. The 4 rddhipadas. 


Pali formula: DIgha, II, p. 213; III, p. 77, 221; Majjhima, I, p. 103; Samyutta, IV, p. 365; V, p. 254, 263- 
264; 278; Anguttara, I, p. 30, 297; II, p. 256; III, p. 82; IV, p. 464; Vibhanga, p. 216; Patisambhida, I, p. 
Ill, 113; II, p. 205. Cattdro iddhipddd: 1. Idha bhikkhu ... iddhipddam bhdvati. - Sanskrit formula: 
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Pancavimsati, p. 207-208; Satasahasrika, p. 1436; Dasabhumika, p. 38-39; Mahavyut., no. 967-975. 
Catvdra rddhipdddh: 1. Chandasamddhiprahdnasamskdrasamanvdgatam ... vyavasargaparinatam. 

Transl. - The four bases of magical power: 

1. Here the monk cultivates with active effort the basis of magical power that is provided with zealous 
concentration, a basis that rests on separation, that rests on detachment, that rests on cessation and 
results in rejection. 

2. He cultivates with active effort the basis of magical power that is provided with energetic 
concentration, a basis that rests, etc. 

3. He cultivates with active effort the basis of magical power that is provided with the concentration of 
mind, a basis that rests, etc. 

4. He cultivates with active effort the magical power that rests on concentration of examination, a basis 
that rests, etc. 

[The formula vivekanisritam, etc., that does not appear here in the Pali wording, however, does occur. 

Definition of the four samadhis constituting the bases of magical power. - Pali wording: Samyutta, V, p. 
268; Vibhanga, p. 216. 1. Chandam ce bhikkhu nissdya (var. adhipatim karitvd) ... vuccati 
vimamsasamadhi - Sanskrit wording: Kosavyakhya, p. 601-602. 1. Chandam cdpi bhiksur adhipatim ... 
‘sya bhavati mfmdmsdsamddhih. 

Transl. - Concentration, the application of the mind to a single object which the monk acquires by resting 
on (while giving predominance) to zeal, to energy, to the mind, or to examination, concentration of the 
mind or concentration of examination. 

4. The 5 indriyas 


The five spiritual faculties, not to be confused with the five organs also called indriyas, are frequently 
mentioned in the canonical texts but rarely defined in extenso, and the definitions given are rarely identical. 
There is no classical definition as there is for the other auxiliaries. 

Vibhahgasutta of the Samyutta, V, p. 196-197, to be compared to the Tsa a han, T 99, no, 647, k. 26, p. 
182b-c: 

Pancimdni bhikkhave indriydni. katamdni ...idam vuccati bhikkhave pahinindriyam. 

Transl. - Now, O monks, the five faculties. What are these five? The faculty of faith, the faculty of 
exertion, the faculty of attention, the faculty of concentration, and the faculty of wisdom. 

1. What is the faculty of faith? Here the noble disciple has faith; he believes in the enlightenment of the 
Tathagata and says: The Blessed One is holy, completely and fully enlightened, endowed with the 
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sciences and methods, well-come, knower of the world, peerless, leader of men to be tamed, teacher of 
gods and men, the Buddha and Blessed One. This is called the faculty of faith. 

2. What is the faculty of exertion? Here the noble disciple dwells actively energetic in destroying the 
bad dharmas and producing the good dharmas; he is firm, of proven courage, and does not reject the 
burden of the good dharmas. This is called the faculty of exertion. 

3. What is the faculty of attention? Here the noble disciple is attentive, endowed with vigilance and 
supreme discrimination, unceasingly recalling and remembering what was done and what was said a 
long time ago. This is called the faculty of attention. 

4. What is the faculty of concentration? Here the noble disciple, making renunciation the object of his 
mind, acquires concentration, acquires the application of mind to a single object. This is called 
concentration. 

5. What is the faculty of wisdom? Here the noble disciple is provided with wisdom: He is endowed 
with wisdom to determine the rising and falling of things, wisdom that is noble, penetrating, leading to 
complete cessation of suffering. 


Datthabbam sutta of the Samyutta, V, p. 196 (cited in Nettippakarana, p. 19), corresponding to Tsa a han, T 
99, no, 646, k. 26, p. 182b: 

1. Kattha ca bhikkhave saddhindriyam ... ettlmpahhindriyam datthabbam. 

Transl. - 1. Where, O monks, is the faculty of faith to be found? In the four members of entry into the 
stream. That is where the faculty of faith is found. 

2. Where is the faculty of exertion to be found? In the four right efforts. That is where ... 

3. Where is the faculty of attention to be found? In the four foundations of mindfulness. That is where ... 

4. Where is the faculty of concentration to be found? In the four trances. That is where ... 

5. Where is the faculty of wisdom to be found? In the four noble truths. That is where ... 


This outline is developed in the Vibhahgasutta, no, 2, of the Samyutta, V, p. 197-198, where the 
viriyindirya is defined in exactly the same terms as the four sammdpadhdna. 

I [Lamotte] have searched in vain in the Sanskrit sources for a text corresponding to the Pali sources cited 
here. The Mahavyutpatti, no. 977-981, mentions the five indriyas but does not give a definition; the 
Arthaviniscaya, p. 571-572, gives a definition borrowed, it seems, from the Aksayamatisutra cited in the 
Siksasamuccaya, p. 316-317, but its wording has nothing in common with the old canonical sources. 
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5. The five balas 


Pali formula: Ariguttara, III, p. 10; Majjhima, II, p. 12; Samyutta, IV, p. 366. Pane’ imani bhikkhave ... 
samadhibalam panndbalam.. - Sanskrit formula: Pancavimsati, p. 208; Satasahasrika, p. 1437; 
Dasabhumika, p. 39. Sa sraddhdbalam ... samadhibalam, etc., prajhdbalam, etc. 

Except for the samddhibala, the Anguttara, III, p. 10-11, uses exactly the same terms to define the five 
balas as the Samyutta, V, p. 196-197, cited above, uses to define the five indriyas. The same formulas 
appear also in the definition of the seven balas presented by the Anguttara, IV, p. 3-4. 

Actually, it has always been recognized that there is just a difference in intensity between bala and indriya. 
Cf. Samyutta, V, p. 220: Evam eva kho bhikkhave yam saddhinriyam tarn saddhdbalam, yam saddhdbalam 
tarn saddhindriyam. pe. yam pahhindriyam tarn panndbalam, yam panndbalam tarn pannindriyam: 
“Similarly, O monks, the faculty of faith is the power of faith, and the power of faith is the faculty of faith. 
And so on up to: the faulty of wisdom is the power of wisdom, and the power of wisdom is the faculty of 
wisdom.” 

This identity is confirmed by the Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 141, p. 726bl3-20; Kosa, VI, p. 286. 


6. The 7 sambodhyangas 


Pali wording: Majjhima, I, p. 11; II, p. 12; III, p. 275, etc. 1. Idha bhiukkhu satisambojjhahgam ...bhdveti, 
etc.- Sanskrit wording in Pancavimsati, p. 208; Satasahasrika, p. 1438; Dasabhumika, p. 39; Mahavyut. no. 
989-995. 1. Sa smrtysambodhyahgam ...Upeksdsambodhyahgam bhdvayati, etc. 

Transl. - Here the monk cultivates the members of enlightenment called: 

1, attention, 2, discernment of dharmas, 3. exertion, 4. joy, 5. relaxation., 6. concentration, 7. equanimity: 
members that rest on detachment, that rest on cessation and result in rejection. 

In the Pali sources, a stock phrase defines these seven sambodhyangas : cf. Majjhima, III, p. 86-87; 
Samyutta, V, p. 67-69, 331-332, 337-339; Vibhanga, p. 227: 

1. Yasmim samaye, bhikkhave, bhikkhuno ... bhdvandparipurim gacchati. 

Transl. - 1. O monks, when an unfailing attention has arisen in the monk, then the member-of- 
enlightenment called attention has begun in the monk, then the monk develops the member-of- 
enlightenment called attention, then the member-of-enlightenment called attention reaches its full 
development in the monk. 

2. When the monk thus dwelling attentively examines, inquires and investigates this thing by means of 
wisdom, then the member-of-enlightenment called discernment of dharmas is launched in him. 
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3. When exertion without laziness arises in this monk who is examining, inquiring and investigating 
this thing by means of wisdom, then the member-of-enlightenment called exertion is launched in him. 

4. When spiritual joy is produced in this energetic monk, then the member-of-enlightenment called joy 
is launched in him. 

5. When the body and also the mind relaxes in this monk with joyful spirit, then the member-of- 
enlightenment called relaxation is launched in him. 

6. When the mind is concentrated in this monk of relaxed and happy body, then the member-of- 
enlightenment called concentration is launched in him. 

7. When this monk considers his mind thus concentrated with equanimity, then the member-of 
enlightenment called equanimity is launched in him, then the monk develops the member-of- 
enlightenment called equanimity, then the member-of-enlightenment called equanimity reaches its full 
development in the monk. 

8. The 8 margangas 


Pali wording: Vinaya, I, p. 10; Digha, I, p. 157; II, p. 251, 311; Majjhima, I, p. 15, 49, 299; II, p. 82-83; III, 
p. 231; Samyutta, II, p. 42-44, 57, 59; III, p. 159;IV, p. 133, 233; V, 8, 347-348, 421, 425; Anguttara, I, p. 
177, 217; III, p. 4121; Patisambhida, I, p. 40, II, p. 86; Vibhanga, p. 104, 235, 236: Ariyo atthangiko ... 
sammdsati sammdsamddhi. - Saskrit wording: Catusparisad, p. 142; Mahavastu, III, p. 331; Lalitavistara, 
p. 417; Pancavimsati, p. 208: Aiydstdhgo mdrgas ... samyaksmrtih samyaksamddhih. 

Transl. - The noble eightfold Path, namely, right view, right concept, right speech, right action, right 
livelihood, right effort, right mindfulness, right concentration. 

Pali wording: Samyutta, IV, p. 367-368: 1. Idha bhikkhu sammdditthim ... vossaggaparinamim . - Sanskrit 
wording: Satasahasrika, p. 1438-1439; Dasabhiimika, p. 39: 1 . Samyagdrsrtim ... vyavasargaparinatam. 

Transl. - Here the monk cultivates right view, right concept, right speech, right action, right livelihood, 
right effort, right mindfulness, right concentration, which rest on separation, which rest on detachment, 
which rest on cessation and lead to rejection. 

A stock phrase defines the eight margangas ; it occurs frequently in the Pali Nikayas, e.g., Digha, II, p. 311- 
313; Majjhima, III, p. 252-252; Samyutta, V, p. 8-10; Vibhanga, p. 235-236. The Sanskrit Agamas do not 
reproduce it exactly: cf. Tchong a han, T 26, k. 7, p. 469al5-b 29: 

Ay am eva ariyo atthangiko maggo, ... catutthajjhanam upasampajja viharati ... 

Transl. - Here is the eightfold noble Path: 1. right view; 2. right resolve; 3. right speech; 4. right action; 5. 
right livelihood; 7. right mindfulness; 8. right concentration. 
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1. What is right view? It is the knowledge of suffering, the knowledge of the origin of suffering, the 
knowledge of the cessation of suffering, the knowledge of the path leading to the cessation of 
suffering. 

2. What is right concept? The concept of renunciation, the concept of non-maliciousness, the concept 
of non-violence. 

3. What is right speech? Abstaining from falsehood, abstaining from gossip, abstaining from abusive 
speech, abstaining from unnecessary speech. 

4. What is right action? Abstaining from killing, abstaining from theft, abstaining from illicit sexual 
activity. 

5. What is right livelihood? Here the noble disciple, excluding the evil way of life, earns his livelihood 
by way of right living. 

6. What is right effort? Here the monk gives rise to a wish, exerts himself, activates his energy, 
stimulates his mind and strives so that the evil bad dharmas not yet arisen do not arise. He gives rise to 
a wish... and strives so that the evil bad dharmas already arisen are destroyed. He gives rise to a wish... 
and strives so that the good dharmas not yet arisen arise. He gives rise to a wish... and strives so that 
the good dharmas already arisen are maintained, preserved, developed, increased, cultivated and 
completed. 

7. What is right mindfulness? Here the monk dwells considering the body in the body, energetic, aware 
and mindful of controlling greed and sadness in the world. Similarly he dwells considering feeling in 
the feelings, mind in the mind and dharmas in the dharmas... 

8. What is right concentration? Here the monk, having eliminated desires, having eliminated bad 
dharmas, enters into the first trance, provided with examination, provided with judgment, resulting 
from detachment, which is joy and happiness. - By the suppression of examination and judgment, he 
enters into the second trance, inner peace, one-pointedness of mind, without examination and 
judgment, arisen from concentration, which is joy and bliss. - By renouncing joy, he dwells 
equanimous, reflective, aware; he experiences bliss in his body; he enters into the third trance where 
the saints say that he is ‘equanimous, reflective, dwelling in bliss’. - By cessation of bliss and by 
cessation of suffering, by the previous suppression of joy and sadness, he enters into the fourth trance, 
free of suffering and bliss, purified in renunciation and reflection. 

We may note that the definitions of samyagvyayama (no. 6) and samyaksmrti (no. 7) given here are the 
same, respectively, as the definitions given above of the four samyakpradhanas and the four 
smrtyupasthanas. 

For an original definition of the eight margangas, see Arthaviniscaya, p. 573-575. 
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III. THE AUXILIARIES IN THE ABHIDHARMA 


Of the eighteen treatises contained in the Pali Vihanga, the eighth, ninth, tenth and eleventh are dedicated 
to the five classes of bodhipdkshikas respectively: the smrtyupasthdnas (p. 193-207), the samyakpradhanas 
(p. 208-215), the rddhipddas (p. 216-226), the sambodhyahgas (p. 227-234) and the mdrgdhgas (p. 235- 
243). Each treatise is made up of three parts: 1) the suttantabhdjaniya or literal explanations of the 
canonical sources; 2) the abhidhammabhdjaniya or scholastic explanations of the same sources; 3) the 
pahhdpucchaka or summary by means of questions and answers. 

The bodhipdksikas are often discussed in the Visuddhhimagga as well by Buddhaghosa who summarizes 
his views at the beginning of chapter XXII (ed. Warren, p. 582-585, tr. Nanamoli, p. 792-796). 

But in the second part of the present chapter, the Traite takes its inspiration solely from the Sarvastivadin- 
Vaibhasika sources and enunciates theories already described in the Satpadabhidharma (T 1553-1554), the 
Vibhasa (T 1545), the Amrtasara (T 1550-1552), the Abhidharmamrtarasa (T 1553), all texts dealing 
copiously with the bodhipdksikas. It seems that the Traite preferably consulted the Prakaranapada of 
Vasumitra (T 1541-42) which it cites twice under the heading of chapter VII, namely ‘the Thousand 
Difficulties’. 

The Sarvastivadin Abhidharma shows considerable progress in elaborating the doctrine of the auxiliaries in 
regard to the number of elements ( dravya ) entering into the constitution of the bodhipdksikas, their 
successive appearance in the course of practice of the Path and their distribution in the levels ( bhumi ) of 
birth or absorption. 

1. Elements making up the bodhipdksikas. - The Abhidharma authors rightly noted that although the 
canonical lists enumerate 37 bodhipdksikas, many of them are fundamentally the same. Thus, when the lists 
speak of samyakprahana, vvryendriya, vuyabala, vfryasambodhyahga and samyagvydydma, basically it is a 
matter of one and the same thing, exertion. This is why these authors were led to reducing the 37 
bodhipdksikas to a certain number of constitutive elements, i.e., faith, exertion, mindfulness, etc. The 
Vibhasa (T 1545, k. 96, p. 496a-b) hesitates between ten, eleven or twelve constitutive elements; the 
Abhidharmamrtarasa (T 1553, k. 2, p. 977cl 1-12; Reconstruction by Bhiksu Sastri, p. 116) settles for ten; 
the Kosa (VI, p. 283-284) has ten and the AbhidharmadTpa (p. 358) has eleven. Here the Traite also has ten. 

2. Successive appearance of the bodhipdksikas. - But if several auxiliaries are intrinsically the same, 
should we not accuse the canonical lists of having introduced fictional distinctions? No, for a given practice 
may have been practiced more or less efficaciously at different stages. This is why exertion, as it 
progresses, successively takes the name of samyakprahana, vfrendriya, vuyabala, vuyasambodhyahga and 
finally samyagvydydma. 

Since then, the authors of the Abhidharma were brought to determining the successive appearance of the 
seven classes of bodhipdksikas in the course of the various stages of the path: 


933 



1) The first class, that of the smrtyupasthanas, appears at the beginning stage ( adikaramika ). 

2) - 5) The four following classes appear during the preparatory Path (prayogamdrga ) or the practice 
of the four roots of good ( kusalamula ) ‘leading to penetration’ (nirvedhabhdgiya): 1) The four 
samyakpraghdnas , in the Heat ( usmagata ); 2) the four rddhipddas in the Summits ( murdhan ); 3) the 
five indriyas in the Patiences (ksanti); 4) the five balas in the Supreme worldly dharmas 
( laukikdgradharma ). 

6) The sixth class, that of the seven sambodhyahgas, develops in the Path of meditation 
(bhavanmarga). 

7) The seventh and last class, that of the eight margangas, appears in the Path of seeing 
(i darsanamarga ). 

Here, the Traite will not mention this classification although it appears in the Vibhasa (T 1545, k. 96, p. 
496c22-497a2), the Kosa (VI, p. 287-288), the AbhidharmadTpa (p. 362), etc. 

3. Distribution of the bodhipdksikas in the levels. - On the other hand, the Traite borrows textually from the 
Vibhhasa the paragraph on the distribution of the bodhipdksikas in the levels ( bhumi ). This distribution is 
also accepted by the Abhidharmamrta (T 1553, k. 2, p. 977c21-26; Reconstruction of Sastri, p. 117), the 
Kosa, VI, p. 291-292, and the AbhidharmadTpa, p. 365. 

In this entire section, the Traite shows its complete understanding of the Sarvastivadin Abhidharma. 


IV THE AUXILIAIRIE S IN THE MAHAYANA 


1. The Madhyamaka viewpoint 


Preliminary question. - From the beginning of this chapter, the Traite is confronted with an objection of 
principle. The auxiliaries of Bodhi that lead directly to nirvana are of interest primarily to the sravakas and 
pratyekabuddhas whose aspirations concern nirvana. But can we say that they also concern bodhisattvas 
who delay their nirvana indefinitely in order to dedicate themselves to the welfare and happiness of beings? 

The answer of the Traite is categorical: the bodhisapdksikas concern the bodhisattvas as well as the 
sravakas and pratyekabuddhas and consequently are relevant to the three Vehicles. 

Some arguments drawn from scripture and reasoning support this thesis: 

1. In the Great Prajnas (Pancavimsati, p. 194-223; Satasahasrika, p. 1405-1473), there is a long chapter 
dedicated to the constitutive elements of the Mahayana. These are the six pdramitds , the twenty sunyatds, 
the one hundred and twelve samddhis , the twenty-one practices, the forty-three dharammukhas and the ten 
bhumis. The seven classes of bodhipdksikas are placed at the head of the twenty-one practices 
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(Pancavimsati, p. 203-308; Satasahasrika, p. 1427-1439). This is proof that the bodhipaksikas are an 
essential part of the Greater Vehicle and must be practiced in some way by the bodhisattvas. 

Other Mahayanasutras may be called upon as witness. Thus the Avatamsaka (T 278, k. 38, p. 640a27-28; T 
279, k. 54, p. 286c24-25) makes the seventh of the ten gardens frequented by the bodhisattvas to be the six 
paramitas, the three samgrahavastus and the thirty-seven bodhipaksikas. In its section on the Dasabhumika 
(p. 38-39, 42, 57), the same Avatamsaka comments that the bodhisattva practices ( bhdvayati ) the 
bodhipaksikas as early as the fourth bhum i, purifies them by the view of sameness ( samatd ) in the fifth and 
fulfills them completely ( paripurayati) in the seventh. 

Similarly,the Bodh. bhumi (p.342) section of the Yogacarabhumi, describes the Arcismatl, the fourth 
bodhisattva level, as the level ‘associated with the auxiliaries’ ( bodhipdkshyapratisamyukta ). 

2. We also know from reasoning that the bodhipaksikas are a part of the bodhisattva path, the intent of 
which is to save beings and lead them to nirvana. But there is no nirvana without bodhi, and bodhi can be 
attained only by practice of the Path ( mdrgabhdvana ) with all the auxiliaries of bodhi ( bodhipdksika 
dharma). It is thus necessary that the bodhisattva fulfill them completely (paripur) himself in order that he 
can teach them to others. But although he fully completes them (paripurayati ), he does not realize ( na 
sdksdtkaroti ) them immediately for, if he did that, he would enter into nirvana immediately. He means, 
however, in his great compassion imitating the Buddhas, to stay in samsara for a long time in order to ripen 
(paripdcana ) the greatest possible number of beings. Established in the perfection of wisdom 
(prajndpdramitd), he knows that samsara is identical with nirvana, but that does not prevent him in any 
way from perfecting beings by the practice of the Path. This is why ‘his wisdom is accompanied by skillful 
means, and his skillful means is accompanied by wisdom’ (updyasahitd prajna, prajndsahita updyah). 

The Traite will develop considerations of this type in the first section of this chapter. But although the 
bodhisattva shares the thirty-seven auxiliaries with the sravaka and the pratyekabuddha, he practices them 
in quite a different spirit. This is what the Traite will set out to show in the third section of the chapter. 


View and aim of the bodhisattva in the practice of the auxiliaries. - Two passages of the Great Prajnas are 
involved here: 

1. Pancavimsati, p. 146-147; Satasahasrika, p. 841-842. - The bodhisattva clings ( nopalabhate ) to no 
dharma in general nor to any class of bodhipdksika in particular because of their absolute purity 
(atyantavisuddhitdm updddya). This purity is a non-arising (anutppdda), a non-manifestation 
(.aprddurbhdva ), an absence of clinging ( anupalambha ), a non-activity ( anabhisamskdra ). Things do not 
exist (na samvidyante ) as worldly fools would like to believe (yathd bdlaprthagjand abhinivistdh); things 
exist by not existing (yathd na samvidyante tathd samvidyante). Consequently, because they exist only out 
of ignorance, they are called (the result) of ignorance (evam asamvidyamdnds tenocyate vidyeti). 

2. Satasahasrika, p. 56-57. - Dharmas in general and the seven categories of bodhipaksikas in particular 
must be completely fulfilled ( paripurayitavya ) by the bodhisattva who abides in the perfection of wisdom 
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by a method of non-abiding ( bodhisattvena prajnaparamitayam sthitvasthanayogena) basing himself on the 
impossibility of their being apprehended (, anupalabdhitam upaddya). 

The Traite has defined the method of non-abiding ( asthdnayoga ) above (p. 656F): it consists of not 
grasping any characteristic (; nimitta ) in things. The translation of anupalabdhi and anupalabdhita, rendered 
in Tibetan by mi dmigs pa and in Chinese by won so to, is very tricky. In his Materials for a Dictionary, p. 
35, Prof. E. Conze proposes different translations such as no(n)-apprehension, impossibility of 
apprehending, that cannot be got at, etc., and he cannot be blamed for sticking to the purely literal meaning. 
However, I [Lamotte] think that the understanding of the term is much vaster than may be given to it by 
understanding the etymology. A dharma is anupalabhda, non-apprehended, not only because it is not 
grasped by any faculty whatsoever, but also as a result of its basic non-existence which puts it beyond the 
range of any clinging. For my part, the ultimate meaning of anupalabdhi and anupalambha is pure and 
simple non-existence. We may cautiously say, with J. May {CandrakTrti, p. 167) that the 
anupaladhasvabhdva dharma is that which is not perceived as existing in itself. 

The two passages of the Prajnas that have just been presented permit the attitude of the bodhisattva towards 
the thirty-seven bodhipdksikas to be defined: 


1. For the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas, the atman, the individual, does not exist in itself, but things 
{dharma) exist as they are produced by causes. For the bodhisattva, on the other hand, there is neither 
atman nor dharma, and it is from the twofold perspective of pudgala- and dharmanairatmya that he 
‘completely fulfills’ ( paripurayati ) the auxiliaries of bodhi ‘by being based on their non-existence 1 
{anupalabdhitam upaddya). 

The Traite as well will dedicate the third section of the present chapter to showing that the bodhipdksikas 
operate within emptiness. The body, feelings, mind and dharmas, the objects of the four smrtyupasthdnas, 
are not only without self ( andtman ) and without ‘mine’ ( andtnuya ), but also non-existent ( asat ). The four 
samyakpradhdnas and the four rddhipddas are empty {sunya) and without basis ( apratisthdna ). The five 
indriyas and the five balas are applied to empty {sunya) dharmas, without characteristics (dnimitta) and are 
of no interest {apranihita). The seven sambodhyahgas illuminate the True nature {bhutalaksana) of things, 
namely, pure and simple non-existence. Finally, the eight mdrgdhgas lead to total absence of mind, speech 
and action. 

2. The sravakas and pratyekabuddhas who aspire to bodhi and nirvana ‘realize’ (sdksdtkurvanti) the 
bodhipdksikas regarded as leading to it. On the other hand, the bodhisattva, wishing to remain in samsara in 
order to work for the benefit and happiness of all beings, keeps from realizing the dharmas that would have 
the effect of making this task impossible and in which he does not believe. If he does ‘completely fulfill’ 
them {paripurayati ), it is not for himself but for a purely altruistic end, to teach them to beings destined to 
be converted by way of the Vehicle of the sravakas. For the bodhisattva, the bodhipdksikas are merely 
skillful means {updya) to be used according to the circumstances. 
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By this twofold attitude of theoretical refusal and practical acceptance, the bodhisattva remains faithful to 
his plan, namely, prajhd accompanied by updya and vice versa. 

2. The Vijnanavadin viewpoint 


In contrast to the Prajnaparamita and the Madhyamaka of which the Traite is here the spokesman, the 
Vijnanavadin school is of the opinion that the True nature of dharmas is not pure and simple non-existence 
but a True manner of being ( bhutatathatd) and that the practice of the bodhipdksikas allows its attainment. 

To illustrate this point of view, a passage from the Bodh. bhumi, p. 259, is cited: 

Bodhisattva updyaparigrhitena jnanena ... iyam asya pdramdrthikTkdydnupasyand. 

Transl. - By means of wisdom incorporating skillful means, the bodhisattva understands fully the thirty- 
seven auxiliaries but does not realize them; and he understands them fully from the point of view of both 
Vehicles, namely, the point of view of the sravaka Vehicle and the point of view of the Greater Vehicle. 

From the point of view of the sravaka Vehicle, he understands precisely those that have been explained 
completely in (the chapter) on the sravaka level to which reference will be made (T 1579, k. 21-34, p. 395c- 
477c; cf. A. Wayman, A report on the Srdvaka-Bhumi and its Author Asahga, J. Bihar research Soc., XLII, 
2-4, P{arts 3-4, 1956, p. 1-14). 

But how does the bodhisattva understand exactly the thirty-seven auxiliaries of enlightenment from the 
point of view of the Greater Vehicle? Here the bodhisattva abides considering the body in the body, but he 
does not conceive the body as being body [which is the viewpoint of the sravakas], nor as not existing in 
any way whatsoever [which is the viewpoint of the Madhyamikas]; but he understands exactly the manner 
of existence of the inexpressible nature of the body [which is the viewpoint of the Vijnanavadins]. That is 
the bodhisattva’s consideration of the body in the absolute sense. 


[k. 19, p. 197b] (p. 1137F) 

Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 19, 1. 12-15; Satasahasrika, p. 56, 1. 9-57, 1. 10). -The bodhisattva-mahasattva 
who abides in the perfection of wisdom by the method of non-abiding should, without producing them, 
complete perfect [the following} ( Prajndpdramitdyam sthitvd bodhisattvena 

mahdsattvendsthdnayogendnutpddanatah paripurayaitvydh): 

1. the four foundations of mindfulness ( catvdri smrtyupasthdndni), 

2. the four right efforts ( catvdri samyakpradhdnani), 

3. the four bases of magical power ( catvdra rddhipdddh), 

4. the five faculties ( pancendriydm), 


937 



5. the five strengths (panca baldni), 

6. the seven members of enlightenment (sapta bodhyahgdni), 

7. the eight members of the Path ( astdhgamdrga ). 


Sastra. - 


First Part THE AUXILIARIES BELONG TO THE GREATER 
VEHICLE AS WELL 


Question. - The thirty-seven auxiliaries (pdksika ) are the path ( mdrga ) of the sravaka and pratyekabuddha; 
the six perfections ( paramita) are the path of the bodhisattva-mahasattva. Then why speak of things 
concerning only the sravaka when dealing with the bodhisattva? 

Answer. - 1. The bodhisattva-mahasattva must practice the paths of all the good dharmas. Thus the Buddha 
said to Subhuti: “The bodhisattva-mahasattva who practices the Prajnaparamita should practice the paths of 
all the good dharmas, from the level of sharp wisdom ( suska- or suklavipasyanabhumi) up to the level of 
the Buddhas ( buddhabhumi ). He must practice ( siksitavyam ) the first nine levels but not realize them 
( saksatkartavyam ); as for the level of the Buddhas, he must practice and realize it.”™ 

70 Free quotation of the Prajnaparamita in the Dasabhiimiparivarta (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 225; Sata., p. 

1473: Yad bodhisattvo mahasattva upayakausalyena sai'vdsu pdramita.su caran saptatrimsad 
bodhipdksesu dharmesu siksito ‘pramanadhyandrupyasamapattisu caran 

dasatathhgatabalapratisamvitsv astadasavenikesu buddhadharmesu caran suklapasyanabhumim 
gotrabhumim darsanabhumim tanubhumim vitaragabhumim krtavibhumim sravakabhuim 
pratyekabuddhabhumim bodhisattvabhumim bodhisattvo mahasattvo ‘tikramya etd navabhumir 
atikramya buddhabhumau pratisthate, iyam bodhisattvasya mahdsattvasya dasamTbhumih. 

Transl. - “When the bodhisattva-mahasattva, with his skillful means, practices all the 
perfections, practices the thirty-seven auxiliaries of enlightenment, practices the [four] limitless ones, the 
trances and the formless absorptions, practices the ten strengths of the Tathagata, the [four] unhindered 
knowledges and the eighteen special attributes of the Buddhas, when he goes beyond nine levels, 
namely, the level of clear seeing, the level of the spiritual lineage, the level of the eighth saint, the level 
of seeing, the refined (?) level, the level of renunciation, the level of the one who has finished his career, 
the level of the sravaka, the level of the pratyekabuddha and the level of the bodhisattva, when he is 
established in the level of the Buddha, that is the level of the bodhisattva-mahasattva.” 

The ten levels cited here are the levels common ( sdddhdranabhumi ) to both vehicles. On this 
subject, see Suramgamasamadhi, p. 248-251, note. The Sarvastivadin treatises are not unaware of them, 
as Prof. A. Hirakawa has shown in The Rise of Mahdydna Buddhism, Memoirs of the Research Dept, of 
the Tokyo Bunko, No. 22, 1963, p. 67-68. 
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2. Moreover, where is it said that the thirty-seven auxiliaries are the qualities of sravakas and 
pratyekabuddhas alone and do not constitute the path of the bodhisattva? In this Prajnaparamitasutra, in the 
chapter entitled Mahayana, the Buddha says that [the thirty-seven auxiliaries], from the four foundations of 
[197c] mindfulness ( smrtyupasthana ) up to the eight members of the noble path (aryastangamarga) are 
contained in the Three Baskets ( tripitaka ) of the Greater Vehicle;^! but he does not say that the thirty- 
seven auxiliaries are things exclusively ( kevalam ) concerning the Lesser Vehicle. 

In his great loving-kindness ( mahdmaitri ), the Buddha preached the thirty-seven auxiliaries that are the 
path to nirvana. In accordance with the vows ( pranidhana ) of beings, in accordance with karmic causes and 
conditions ( hetupratyaya ), each finds his own path. The person who seeks (paiyesate) to be a sravaka finds 
the sravaka path; the person who has planted the roots of good ( kusalamula ) of the pratyekabuddha finds 
the pratyekabuddha path; the person who seeks the bodhi of the Buddhas finds the Buddha path. 

According to his previous vows ( purvapranidhana ) and the shaipness (tiksna) or dullness ( mrdu ) of his 
faculties ( indriya ), the person has great compassion (mahakaruna) or does not have great compassion. 
Similarly, when the naga king (raja) makes rain ( vrsti ) to fall, it rains on the earth everywhere 
indiscriminately (nirvisesam); the big trees (mahavrksa) and the large plants (mahatrna) receive a lot of 
rain because of their big roots ( mula)\ the small trees ( alpavrksa ) and the small plants ( alpatrna ) receive 
but little because of their small roots. 

Question. - So be it. Nowhere is it said that the thirty-seven auxiliaries are exclusively the path of the 
sravakas and pratyekabuddhas and are not the path of the bodhisattvas, but it can be known by rational 
induction. The bodhisattva who remains in samsara and the five destinies (pahcagati ) for a long time does 
not get nirvana quickly. And yet the thirty-seven auxiliaries are presented only as adjuvants to nirvana, 
whereas the perfections ( paramita) and the great compassion ( mahakaruna) of the bodhisattvas are not. 
This is why we know that [the thirty-seven auxiliaries] are not the bodhisattva path. 

Answer. - 1. Although the bodhisattva remains in samsara for a long time, he must know the True Path 
(bhutamarga) and the false paths ( abhutamdrga ), the world ( samsara ) and nirvana. Knowing that, he 
makes his great vow ( mahdpranidhdna ): “Beings are worthy of compassion; I must save them and bring 
them to unconditioned (asamskrtapada) safety.” The bodhisattva who practices the perfections (paramita) 
is able, by means of this true dharma (bhiitadharma), to reach the Bodhi of the Buddhas. But although he 
practices and understands this dharma, he has not yet fulfilled the six perfections and this is why he does 
not immediately realize (na sdksdtkaroti) this true dharma. 

Thus the Buddha said: “It is like [an archer] who, raising his head, shoots his arrows into the air (urdhvam 
kandam ksipati ): the arrows support each other so that they do not fall to earth. In the same way, the 
bodhisattva, taking the arrow of the Prajnaparamita, shoots it into the air at the three gates of deliverance 


71 Actually the Prajnaparamita, in the chapter on the Mahayana, mentions the thirty-seven 
bodhipdksikas, from the four smrityupasthanas to the dstdngamdrgas, among the Mahayana practices 
(cf. Pancavimsati, p. 203-208; Sata. P. 1427-1439). 
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(vimoksamukha ); then, taking the arrow of skillful means ( upaya ), he shoots it at the arrow of Prajna so that 
it does not fall on the ground of nirvana.”^ 


72 Astasahasrika, p. 374 (ed. U. Wogihara, p. 755): Tadyathdpi sdma Subhute balavdn isvastrdcdiya 
isvastrasiksiksayam susiksitah suparinisthitah. sa urdhvam kdndam ksiped urdhvam kdndam ksiptvd 
tadanyaih kdndais tat kdndam bhuman patatpratinivarayed vdrayet, tasya paurvakasya kdndasya 
kdndaparamparayd bhuman patanam na dadydt. tdvat tat kdndam bhumau na patet ydvan ndkdhksed 
aho batedam kdndam blmmau pated iti. evam eva Subhute bodisattvo mahdsattvah prajndparamitdyam 
carann updyakausalyaparigrlntas tdvat tarn paramam bhutakotim na sdksdtkaroti ydvan na tdni 
kusalamuldny anuttarayam samyaksambodhau paripakvdni suparipakvdni. yadd tdni kusalamuldny 
anuttarayam samyaksambodhau paripakvdni bhavanti suparipakvdni, tadd tarn paramam bhutakotim 
sdksdtkaroti. 

Transl. - “It is, O Subhuti, as if a powerful master archer, well practiced and well versed in the 
practice of shooting the bow, shot an arrow into the air and, having shot one arrow into the air prevented, 
by means of other arrows, this arrow from falling to the ground, by means of a series of arrows, 
prevented the first arrow from falling to the ground: this first arrow would not fall to the ground as long 
as the master archer did not consent to its falling to the ground. In the same way, O Subhuti, the 
bodhisattva-mahasattva, progressing in the perfection of wisdom and endowed with skillful means, does 
not realize the supreme summit of the real (i.e., nirvana) as long as these roots of good are not ripe, are 
not indeed ripened by supreme complete enlightenment. But when these roots of good are ripe, are 
indeed ripened for supreme complete enlightenment, then he realizes this supreme summit of the real.” 

The example of the master-archer appears in every version of the Prajna: Astasahasrika T 224, 
k. 7, p. 458cl6; T 225, k. 4,p. 497cl0; T 226, k. 5, p. 531cll; T 227, k. 7, p. 560al6; T 228, k. 18, p. 
649c8; Pancavimsati, T 221, k. 14, p. 94c21; T 223, k. 18, p. 350c3; T 220, t. VII, k. 452, p. 281a9; 
Astadasa, T 220, t. VII, k. 517, p. 646c 19. 

The same example is summed up in the Ratnagunasamcaya, XX, 9-10, p. 74, as follows: 
Isvastrasita yathd purusordha kdndam 
ksepitva anya puna kdndaparamparena/ 
patandya tasya purimasya na deya bhumim 
dkdhksamdna purusasya pataye kdndam// 

Evam eva prajndvarapdramitdm caranto 
prajnd-updyabalarddhivicdramdno/ 
tdvan na tarn paramasunyata prdpunoti 
ydvan na te kusalamula bhavanti purndh// 

Transl. - “It is as if a man practiced in shooting the bow shot an arrow into the air and then, by 
means of a series of other arrows, did not allow the first arrow to fall: but if the man so wished, the arrow 
could fall. In the same way, the person who practices wisdom, the best perfection, and who practices 
wisdom and skillful means, the strengths and magic, would not take this supreme emptiness as long as 
these roots of good are not fulfilled.” 
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2. Furthermore, if, as you have said, the bodhisattva abides for a long time in samsara, he must undergo all 
the physical and mental sufferings (ndnavidha kdyikacaitasikaduhkha). If he has not attained true 
knowledge ( bhutajndna ), how could he endure these things? This is why the bodhisattva-mahasattva seeks 
the auxiliaries to enlightenment ( bodhipdksika ) and true knowledge. From then on he can transform 
( parinamitum ) the world ( samsara ) into the fruits of the path (mdrgaphala ) and into nirvana by the power 
of Prajnaparamita. Why? The threefold world ( traidhdtuka ) is the result of a complex of causes and 
conditions ( sdmagrija ). That which is born from this complex has no intrinsic nature (,svabhava ); having no 
intrinsic nature, it is empty (simya ). Empty, it is ungraspable ( agrdhya ). The ungraspable is nirvana. This is 
why [the Prajnaparamita] says here: “The bodhisattva-mahasattva who abides in the perfection of wisdom 
by the method of non-abiding must, without producing them, fulfill the four foundations of mindfulness 
( smrtyupasthdna).”H 

3, Furthermore, in the sravaka and praykabuddha system, it is not said [198a] that samsara and nirvana are 
the same. Why? Because their wisdom (prajnd) does not penetrate dharmas deeply. In the bodhisattva 
system, it is said that samsara and nirvana are identical because their wisdom deeply penetrates dharmas. 

Thus the Buddha said to Subhuti: “Form is emptiness and emptiness is form ( rupam eva sunyatd 
sunyataiva rupam ); feelings (vedand), ideas (samjnd), formations ( samskdra) and consciousnesses 
(vijnana) are emptiness, and emptiness is feelings, ideas, formations and consciousnesses. Emptiness is 
nirvana and nirvana is emptiness {sunyataiva nirvanam, nirvanam eva sunyatd). ”74 

The Madhyamakasastra also says: 

Nirvana is no different from samsara, 

Samsara is no different from nirvana. 

The limit of nirvana and the limit of samsara 

Are the same limit, for there is no difference. 75 

Having fond this True nature ( bhutalaksana ), the bodhisattva-mahasattva is not disgusted with samsara and 
not pleased with nirvana. The thirty-seven auxiliaries are the ground of true knowledge ( bhutajnanabhumi ). 


73 Pancavimsati, p. 1137. 

74 Pancavimsati, p. 38: Rupam eva sunyatd, vedanaiva sunyatd, samjnaiva sunyatd, samskdra eva 
sunyatd, vijndnam eva sunyatd; sunyataiva rupam, sunyataiva vedand, sunyataiva samjnd, sunyataiva 
samskdrdh, sunyataiva vijndnam. 

This is a stock phrase endlessly repeated in the Prajnas: Pancavimsati, T 222, k. 1, p. 221cl, p. 
223al4; k. 3, p. 235all. Other references above, p. 1112F, n. 2. 

75 Madh. karika, XXV, 19-20; Madh. vrtti, p. 535; T 1564, k. 4, p. 36a4-ll: 

Na samsmarasya nirvanat kimcid asti visesam/ 
na nirvanasya samsdrdt kimcid asti visesanam// 
nirvanasya ca yd kotih samsaranasya ca/ 
na tayor anstaram kimcid susuksmam api vidyate// 
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Second part THE AUXILIARIES ACCORDING TO THE 
ABHIDHARMA (p. 1143F) 

I. NUMBER OF AUXILIARIES 

Question. - Since the four foundations of mindfulness ( smrtyupasthana ) suffice to obtain the path 
(marga)76 why talk about thirty-seven auxiliaries? Would it be for the sake of abridgment ( samksiptena 
desand) that you speak of the four foundations of mindfulness and for the sake of expansion ( vistarena 
desana ),77 that you speak of the thirty-seven auxiliaries? Then that is not correct ( ayukta ) because, if one 
wants to expand, there would be innumerable ( apramdnapaksa ) auxiliaries. 

Answer. - 1. Although the four foundations of mindfulness are sufficient to attain the path, the four right 
efforts ( samyakpradhdna ) and the other auxiliary dharmas must also be preached. Why? Among beings, 
minds ( citta ) are multiple ( ndndvidha ) and varied ( visama ); their fetters ( samyojana ) and the things that 
they love and those to which they are unattached also are multiple. 


76 The fourth noble Truth concerning the path to the cessation of suffering is so complex that it consists 
not only of the eightfold path ( astdngamdrga ) preached by the Buddha but also the thirty-seven 
auxiliaries to enlightenment ( bodhipdksika ) and a whole infinity of dharmas. 

The person who raises the objection is here contesting the need to speak of the thirty-seven 
auxiliaries in detail, as some of them are enough to lead to nirvana This is mainly the case of the four 
foundations of mindfulness since the Buddha stated in the Majjhima I, p. 63: 

Ehayano ayam bhikklmve sattanam visuddhiyd sokaparividdavavam satikkamdya 
dukkhadomanassdnam attlmgamdya ndyassa adhigamaya nibbdnassa sacchikiriyaya, yadidam cattdro 
satipatthdnd ti. - “There is one single way, O monks, leading to the purification of beings, to the 
transcending of sorrow and lamentation, to the disappearance of suffering and sadness, to the attainment 
of knowledge and realization of nirvana; this is the four foundations of mindfulness.” 

But the objection does not hold, for although the smrtyupasthanas and the other auxiliaries to 
enlightenment constitute paths that are sufficient to the attainment of enlightenment, they are not suitable 
for all adepts indiscriminately: each must choose the one best suited to his own capacities and aptitude. 
Hence the need to propose a complete listing of auxiliaries to adepts without, however, excluding an 
infinity of other practices which will make up the object of chapters XXXII to XXXVIII. 

77 The Dharma may be preached in an abbreviated form ( samksiptena ) or in a long form ( vistarena ): cf. 
Anguttara, I, p. 53; II, p. 189. 
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Although it is a single truth ( ekdrtha ) and is of a single nature ( ekalaksana ), the Buddhadharma is 
expressed in distinct explanations ( sambhinnadesana ): twelve classes of texts 
(dvadasangadharmapravacana) and eighty-four thousand dharmas ( catursftisahasradharmaskandha). If 
it were otherwise, after having preached the four noble Truths (diyasatya) in the course of their first 
sermon, the Buddhas should stop and should preach nothing more. Because there are beings who detest 
suffering ( duhkha ) and love happiness {sukha), the Buddhas preach the four truths: 1) physical and mental 
dharmas, etc. ( kdyikacaitasikddidharma ) are all suffering and have no happiness ( sukha ); 2) the causes and 
conditions ( hetupratyaya) of this suffering are craving (trsnd) and the other passions ( klesa ); 3) the 
cessation of this suffering ( duhkhanirodha ) is called nirvana; 4) the way to reach nirvana is the Path 
(marga). 

There are beings who, as a result of worries ( bahucintd), distractions ( viksiptacitta ) and misunderstanding 
{viparydsa), cling ( abhinivisante ) to the body ( kdya ), feelings {vedand), the mind ( citta ) and things and lead 
a bad life ( mithydcdra ). For these people the Buddhas preach the four foundations of mindfulness 
( smrtyupasthdna ). It is the same for the other [auxiliary] dharmas of the Path: each of them is preached to a 
certain type of being. It is like a master physician (bhaisajyagu.ru) who cannot cure all sickness with a 
single drug ( bhasajya ): sicknesses ( vyddhi ) are dissimilar and the remedy to be applied is not single. In the 
same way, the Buddha adapts himself to the various types of mental illnesses ( cittavyddhi ) from which 
beings suffer and cures them with different remedies. 

Sometimes the Buddha saves beings by preaching only one thing. Thus the Buddha said to a bhiksu: “This 
is not yours, do not grasp it ( na tdvakam, tan ma grhdna ).” - The bhiksu said: “I know it already, O 
Bhagavat.” - The Bhagavat replied: “What do you know?” - The bhiksu answered: “Dharmas are not 
‘mine’ (dtmfyd); they should not be grasped.”79 

Sometimes the Buddha saves beings by means of two things, concentration ( samddhi ) and wisdom 
( prajnd). Sometimes, by three things, morality {sila), concetration and wisdom. Sometimes by four things, 
the four foundations of mindfulness ( smrityupasthdna ). 

[198b] Thus, although the four foundations of mindfulness are enough to attain the Path, there are other 
dharmas that differ in practice (dcdra), concepts ( vikalpa ), quantity and point of view. This is why the four 
right efforts ( samyakpradhdna ) and the other [auxiliary] dharmas must also be preached. 

2. Furthermore, the bodhisattva-mahasattvas have a power of faith ( sraddhdbala ) so great that they save all 
beings, and so the Buddha preaches the thirty-seven auxiliaries to them simultaneously. And although he 


Two different classifications of the Buddhist scriptures already mentioned above (p. 27F, 560F). For 
details see F. Lamotte, Histoire du bouddhisme indien, p. 157-163. 

79 Natumhakasutta in Samyutta, III, p. 33-34, and Tsa a han, T 99, no, 269, k. 10, p. 706. repeated in 
the Alagaddupamasutta in Majjhima, I, p. 140-141: Yam bhikkhave na tumhdkam tam pajahatha, tam vo 
pahTnam digharattam hitdya sukhaya bhavissati. Kin ca bhikkhave na tumhdkam: Rupam bhikkhave na 
tumhdkam, tam pajahatha, tam vo pahmam digharattam hitdya sukhaya bhavissati. Vedand pe. Sand pe. 
Sankhdrd pe, Vihhanam pe. 


943 



preaches other dharmas favorable to the Path, such as the ten concepts ( dasasamjna ) 8 ^, etc., all are 
included ( samgrhfta ) in the thirty-seven auxiliaries. These thirty-seven are a collection of all the remedies 
(sai’vabhaisajyasasamsarga) that can cure all the illnesses ( vyddhi) of beings. This is why it is not 
necessary to multiply the auxiliaries to the Path infinitely. Similarly, although the Buddha possesses 
innumerable powers ( ba/a ), we speak only of ten powers, for they are enough to save beings. 


II. THE ELEMENTS CONSTITUTING THE THIRTY-SEVEN AUXILIARIES 

These thirty-seven auxiliaries have ten things (dravya)^^ as roots (inula). What are these ten? 1) Faith 
(sraddhd), 2) morality (sila), 3) thought ( samkalpa ), 4) exertion ( virya ), 5) mindfulness ( smrti ), 6) 
concentration ( samddhi ), 7) wisdom ( prajna), 8) relaxation (prasrabdhi ) 8 ^, 9) joy, (priti ), 10) equanimity 
(upeksd). 

1) Faith (sraddhd) constitutes: a. the faculty of faith (sraddhendriya)\ b. the power of faith (sraddhdbala). 

2) Morality (sila) constitutes: a. right speech (samyagvac); b. right action (samyakkanndnta); c. right 
livelihood (samyagdjfva). 

3) Thought (samkalpa) constitutes: right thinking (samyaksamkalpa).] 

4) Exertion (virya) constitutes: a. the four right efforts ( samyakpradhdna ); b. the faculty of exertion 
(viryendriya); c. the power of exertion (viryabala); d. the factor-of-enlightenment called exertion 
(viryasambodhyahga); e. the [factor-of-the path] called right effort (samyagvydydma). 

5) Mindfulness (smrti) constitutes: a. the faculty of mindfulness (smrtindriya); b. the power of mindfulness 
(smrtibala); c. the factor-of-enlightenment called mindfulness ( smrtisambodhyanga ); d. the [factor-of-the- 
path] called right mindfulness (samyaksmrti). 

6) Concentration (samddhi) constitutes: a. the four foundations of magical power (rddhipdda)\ b. the 
faculty of concentration (samddhindriya); c. the power of concentration (samddhibala); d. the factor-of- 
enlightenment called concentration (samddhisambodhyahga)', e. the [factor-of-the-path] called right 
concentration (samyaksamddhi). 


80 See below, chap. XXXVII. 

8 1 According to the Vibhasa (T 1545, k. 96, p. 496 a-b), the thirty-seven auxiliaries consist of ten, 
eleven or twelve constitutive elements: according to the Abhidharmamrta (1553, k. 2, p. 977cll-12) and 
Kosa (VI, p. 283-284), ten; according to the Abhidharmadlpa (p. 358), eleven. 

8 - This is cittaprasrabdhi, ‘the dharma by means of which the mind is skillful, light, capable’: cf. Kosa. 
II, p. 157. Kumarajlva renders prasrabdhi here by tch ’ou “to get rid of?”; the translation k ’ing-ngan 
Tightness-peace’ adopted by Hiuan-tsang in his version of the Kosa (T 1558, k. 2, p. 7c7; k. 4, p. 19b6; 
k. 12, p. 67al-2; k. 25, p. 132b 11; k. 28, p. 147al3) seems preferable. 
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7) Wisdom ( prajna) constitutes: a. the four foundations of mindfulness ( smrtyupasthana ); b. the faculty of 
wisdom ( prajnendriya ); c. the power of wisdom ( prajnabala ); d. the factor-of-enlightenment called 
discernment of dharmas (, dharmapravicayasambodhyanga ); e. the [factor-of-the-path] called right view 
(samyagdrsti). 

8) Relaxation {prasrabdhi ) constitutes the factor-of-enlightenment called relaxation 

( prasrabdhisambodhyanga ). 

9) Joy ( priti ) constitutes the factor-of-enlightenment called joy {pntisambodhyahga ). 

10) Equanimity ( upeksa) constitutes the factor-of-enlightenment called equanimity 

( upeksdsambodhyahgaj ].83 

III. THE SEVEN CLASSES OF AUXILIARIES 

1. The dharmas where mindfulness ( smrti ) is focused ( upatisthati ) on the objects of knowledge 
(prajnalambana ) are called ‘foundations ofmmdfulness’ismrtyupasthdna). 

2. Those that destroy bad dharmas and move in the right path ( samyagmdrga ) are called ‘right effort’ 
(samyakpradhdnd). 

3. When the concentrated mind {pragrhftacitta) stops worrying (dsvasiti) about things (alambana), there is 
‘foundations of magical power’ (rddhipdda). 

4. When a mind of dull knowledge (.mrdujnanacitta) is acquired, there is ‘faculties’ ( indriya ).84 

5. When a mind of sharp knowledge ( tiksnajnanacitta) is acquired, there is ‘powers’ ( bcda ).85 

6. By the practice of the path of meditation ( bhdvandmdrgavydpdra ), there is ‘[factors] of enlightenment’ 
(sambodhyahga). 

7. By the practice of the path of seeing (, darsanamargavyapara ), there is ‘[factors] of the path’ ( mdrgdnga ). 


IV. ORDER OF THE THIRTY-SEVEN AUXILIARIES 

Question._ First we must speak about the [factors] of the path {mdrgdnga). Why? Because only after 
having traveled the path are the good dharmas acquired. Thus, a person first travels over a road and later 
arrives at his destination. Here, by what mistake {vipaiydsa) do you first speak of the four foundations of 
mindfulness ( smrtyupasthana ) and only at the end, of the eight factors of the path {mdrgdnga)! 


83 The text in square brackets is taken from Kosa, VI, p. 284, so as to complete the list. 

84 The punctuation in Taisho is defective, the period should be placed between ken and li. 

83 Sraddhd, vfrya, smrti and prajna are called faculties {indriya) when they are weak, called powers or 
strengths {bala) when they are strong; cf. Kosa, VI, p. 286. 

8^ For the logical and chronological order of the seven classes of auxiliaries, cf. Kosa, VI, p. 288-290. 
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Answer. - It is not a mistake ( viparyasa ). The thirty-seven auxiliaries are involved as soon as one wants to 
enter onto the Path. 

1. Thus, when the yogin goes to the teacher (dcdiya) and hears the teaching on the Path ( mdrgadhanna ) 
from him, first he uses his mindfulness ( smrti ) to retain ( dhdrana ) this teaching: that moment is called 
‘foundation of mindfulness’ ( smrtyupasthdna ). 

2. When he has retained and followed this teaching, the yogin who is looking for the fruit (phalapaiyesin ) 
practices with exertion (viryenaprayunjate ): this is called ‘right effort’ (samyakpradhdna). 

3. As a result of this expenditure of energy (bahuvirya), his mind is distracted ( viksipta ). He concentrates 
his mind ( cittam pragrhnati ) and controls it ( damayati ): this is called ‘foundation of magical power’ 
(rddhipdda). 

4. His mind being tamed ( ddnta ), he produces the ‘five faculties’ {pancendriya). 

a. The True nature ( bhutalaksana) of dharmas is very profound ( atigambhvra ) and difficult to probe 
(i durvigdhya ), but by means of the faculty of faith ( sraddhendriya ), he believes in it: this is called the 
‘faculty of faith’ ( sraddhendriya ). 

b. He does not spare his own life ( kdyajmta ) and seeks enlightenment ( bodhim paiyesate) wholeheartedly 
( ekacittena ): this is called ‘faculty of exertion’ ( viryendriya ). 

c. He constantly thinks about the Bodhi of the Buddhas and does not think about anything else: this is 
called the ‘faculty of mindfulness’ ( smrtmdriya ). 

d. He always concentrates his mind on Bodhi: this is called the ‘faculty of concentration’ ( samddhmdriya ). 

e. He considers ( samanupasyati ) the four truths and the True nature ( bhutalakshana ): this is called the 
‘faculty of wisdom’ ( prajnendriya ). 

5. When the five faculties {pancendriya ) have been developed {vrddha), [198c] they are able to intercept 
the afflictions ( klesa ): this is like the power of a big tree {mahdvrksa) that is able to block off water. These 
five faculties, when they have been developed, are able to gradually penetrate the profound Dharma 
( gambhiradharma):^ this is called ‘power’ {bala). 

6. Having obtained the powers {bala), the yogin distinguishes the dharmas [of the path of meditation 
( blidvanamdrga )]: 

There are three factors {anga): 1) the [second] factor-of-enlightenment called discernment of dharmas 
{dharmapravicayasambodhyahga)\ 2) the [third] factor-of-enlightenment called exertion 
( [viryasambodhyanga); 3) the fourth factor-of-enlightenment called joy {pntisambodhyanga ). If the mind 
sinks when one is practicing the Path, these three factors {anga) raise it up again {samutthapayanti). 

[There are three other factors]: 1) the [fifth] factor-of-enlightenment called relaxation 
( prasrabdhisambodhyahga ); 2) the [sixth] factor of enlightenment called concentration 


Defined above, p. 337-338F. 
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(samddhisambodhyanga); 3) the [seventh] factor-of-enlightenment called equanimity 
(;upeksahasambodhyanga ). If the mind is distracted ( viksipyate ) when one is practicing the Path, these three 
factors settle it ( pragrhnanti ) so that it is concentrated. 

As for the remaining factor, namely: the [first] factor-of-enlightenment called mindfulness 
(smrtisambodhyanga), it operates in both cases [when the mind sinks and when it is distracted]. It can unite 
the good dharmas and stop the bad ones; it is like a gate-keeper (, dauvarika ) who allows what is useful 
(i arthavat) to enter and sends away what is useless ( anarthaka ).88 

If the mind sinks, mindfulness ( smrti ) and the three factors [nos. 2-4] raise it up. If the mind is distracted, 
mindfulness and the three factors [nos. 5-7] settle it. 

Because these seven things work ( gdmitvdt ), they are called ‘factors’ ( anga ). 

7. When the yogin has obtained these things and his tranquility ( ksema ) is complete ( sampanna ), he wishes 
to enter into the unconditioned city of nirvana ( nirvanasamskrtanagara ).89 This is why he practices the 
dharmas [of marganga]: that moment is called ‘Path’ ( mdrga ). 


V. DETAILED STUDY OF THE AUXILIARIES 

1. The Four Foundations of Mindfulness 

A. Foundations and mistakes 

Question. - What are the four foundations of mindfulness ( smrtyupasthdna )?90 

Answer. - The foundation of mindfulness on the body (kayasmrtyupasthana) and the foundations of 
mindfulness on feeling ( vedand), mind ( citta ) and dharmas are the four foundations of mindfulness. The 
yogin considers ( anupasyati ) these four things in four ways: 1) he considers the impurities of the body 
(, kdydsuci ); 2) he considers the painfulness of feelings ( vedanaduhkha ); 3) he considers the impermanence 
of the mind (cittanityata); 4) he considers the non-self of dharmas (, dharmanairatmya ). 

Although each of the four things has these four characteristics, in the body it is especially the impurities 
that must be considered; in feelings, the suffering; in the mind, impermanence; and in dharmas, non-self. 


Canonical comparison: Dlgha, II, p. 83; III, p. 101; Samyutta, IV, p. 194; Anguttara, IV, p. 107, 110; 
V, p. 104: Seyyattdpi rannopaccantimam nagaram dalhudddpam dalhapdkamtoranam ekadvaram, 
tatr’ asset dovdriko pandito viyatto medhdvTanndtdnam natanam pavesetd. - See also the Nagasenasiitra 
in BEFEO, XXIV, 1924, p. 113. 

8^ The ‘City of nirvana’ is a canonical expression: cf. Tch’ang a han, T 1, k. 4, p. 30al9 seq.; Tseng yi a 
han, T 125, k. 16, p. 626al; k. 23, p. 669b27; k. 25, p. 687bl9-20; k. 39, p. 760c24. We will see (p. 

123 IF) that the three gates of the City of nirvana are the three vimoksamukha. 

90 See references above, p. 1121F. 
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Why? The worldly person ( prthagjana ), who has not yet entered into the Path, is deluded about these four 
things and produces four mistakes ( viparydsa ): 1) the mistake that consists of taking what is impure to be 
pure ( asucau sucir iti vipaiydsa ); 2) the mistake that consists of taking what is suffering to be happy 
(i duhkhe sukham iti vipaiydsa ); 3) the mistake that consists of taking what is impermanent to be permanent 
(i anitye nityam iti vipaiydso ); 4) the mistake that consists of taking what is not a “self to be a “self’ 
(andtmany dtmeti vipaiydsa). 

In order to destroy these four mistakes, the Buddha preached the four foundations of mindfulness: 1) to 
destroy the mistake about purity ( sucivipaiydsa ), he preaches the foundation of mindfulness on the body 
(. kdyasmrtyupasthana ); 2) to destroy the mistake on happiness ( sukhaviparydsa ), he preaches the 
foundation of mindfulness on feelings (vedandsmrtyupasthdna); 

3) to destroy the mistake on permanence ( nityavipaiydsa ), he preaches mindfulness on the mind 
(i cittasmrtyupasthdna ); 4) to destroy the mistake on the self (atmaviparydsa), he preaches the foundation of 
mindfulness on dharmas ( dhannasmrtyupasthdna ). It is for this reason that he preached four, no more and 
no less. 92 


B. Foundation of mindfulness on the body 

Question. - How does one obtain these four foundations of mindfulness? 

Answer. - The yogin who is established in pure morality ( visuddhasfla) and is practicing exertion ( vuya) 
wholeheartedly ( ekacittena ) considers ( anupasyati) the fivefold impurity of the body ( kdydsuci ). What are 
these five impurities? 1) The impurity of birthplace (jdtisthdndsuci ); 2) the impurity of seed ( bijasuci ); 3) 
the impurity of intrinsic nature ( svabhdvdsuci ); 4) the impurity of intrinsic characteristics ( svalaksandsuci ); 
5) the impurity of the final outcome (paryavasdnasuci). 

1. What is the impurity of the place of birth (jdtisthdnasuci )? Head ( siras ), feet (pdda ), belly ( udara ), back 
( prstha ), thighs (pdrsva ), that which is called a woman’s body ( stiTkdya) is a collection of impure things 
( asuddhavastusamagn ). 

Inwardly ( adhydtman ), it contains a stomach (dmdsaya), a belly (pakvdsaya ), excrement (vis), urine 
(mutra)93 and [other] impurities ( asuci ). Outwardly ( bahirdhd), there is a wind ( vdta ) conditioned by the 
afflictions ( klesa ) and actions ( karman ), a wind that blows on the seed-consciousness (vijiidnabija )94 and 


91 On these mistakes ( vipaiydsa ), see Anguttara, II, p. 52; Vibhanga, p. 376; Kosa, V, p. 21; 
Siksasamuccaya, p. 198; Trade, p. 925F. 

92 The contrast between vipaiydsa and smrtyupasthdna has already bween noted above, p. 1076F. 

92 See also Mahavyut., nos. 4026, 4027, 4065, 5063. 

94 The vijndna-bija “seed-consciousness), the consciousness which is seed, is obviously the third 
member of the causal chain, the member conditioned by actions and itself conditioning name and form 
( namarupa ). This is what descends into the mother’s womb and is the first seed of the new being. This 
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vijnana was the subject of a conversation between the Buddha and Ananda (Dlgha, II, p. 63: 
Kosavyakhya, p. 669; Madh. vrtti, p. 552). 

Transl. - If the vijnana, O Ananda, did not descend into the mother’s womb, would the 
namarupa (i.e., the entire living individual) coagulate as an embryo? - No, Lord. 

If the vijnana went away after having descended into the mother’s womb, would the namarupa 
come into existence? - No, Lord. 

If the vijnana were to be cut off in the child, boy or girl, would the namarupa grow and 
develop? - No, Lord. 

The technical term vijfianabTja used here by the Traite does not appear, it seems, in the 
canonical scriptures, but occurs in some Mahayanasutras, especially in the Salistamba, ed. Sastri, p. 13- 
14 (cited with a few variants in Madh. vrtti, p. 566, and Panjika, p, 480: 

Transl. - “Although this twelve-membered co-dependent production set in action for all of 
eternity continues to function uninterruptedly like the current of a river, however, four members of this 
twelve-membered co-dependent production function as cause to ensure its substance. What are these 
four? They are ignorance, craving, action and consciousness. Here consciousness is cause as seed: action 
is cause as field; ignorance and craving are causes as defilements. Action and the defilements give rise to 
the seed-consciousness; action plays the part of field for the seed-consciousness; craving waters the seed- 
consciousness, ignorance plants the seed-consciousness. If these four conditions do not exist, there is no 
arising for the seed-consciousness.” 

But it seems that the Salistamba may have been directly inspired by the Bhava-sutta of 
Anguttara, I, p. 23-224, where the Buddha explains to Ananda: “If the action destined to be retributed in 
kama-, rupa- or arupyadhatu did not exist, existence ( bhava ) in one of these three realms would not 
manifest.” The Sutra continues by saying: 

Iti kho Ananda kammam khettam, vinndnam bijam, tanhd sineho avijjdnivarandnam sattdnam 
tanhdsamyojandnam hvnaya... majjhimdya... panitdya dhdtuyd vinndnampatitthitam. “Indeed, O 
Ananda, action is the field, consciousness is the seed, and craving is the moisture (of the soil). In beings 
chained by ignorance, fettered by craving, consciousness manifests in the lower, middle or higher 
realm.” 

The Bhava-sutta exits in a Chinese version in the Ts’i tch’ou san kouan king (T 150a, no. 42, p. 
881c), an anthology of 47 sutras translated by Ngan Che-kao, the first year of the yuan-kia period (151A. 
D.). Tan-ngan claims that these sutras are extracts from the Samyuktagama (cf. Li-tsi, T 2034, k. 4, p. 
50bl), but actually, only two sutras - the Sattatthdna (no, 1) and the Puggala (no, 30) - come from the 
Samyukta, and all the others are borrowed from the Ekottara. The anthology is entitled Ts ’i tch ’ou ‘The 
Seven Subjects’, after the title of the first sutra Sattatthdna (cf. K’ai-yuan, T 2154, k. 1, p. 479cl6). 

It is quite characteristic that the Bhava-sutta, dealing with the vijndna-bija, should have been 
one of the first to be translated into Chinese. The seed-consciousness was called upon to play a large role 
in the Abhidharma (see Kosa, III, p. 25, 26, 124, 26); it is the basis of the Vijnanavadin psychology 
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introduces it within the two viscera. During eight or nine months, the seed-consciousness dwells in a pit of 
excrement and urine ( vinmutragarta ). Thus it is said: 

This body is foul and revolting: 

It is not from a flower that it is born, 

[199a] Neither does it come from Campaka, 

And it does not come from a jewel mountain. 

This is what is called the impurity of the place of birth. 

2. The impurity of the seed ( bfjasuci ). - By means of the wind (vdta) of deceptive concepts (: mrsdvikalpa ) 
and wrong thoughts ( mithydmanasikdra ), the father and mother ( mdtdpitr) blow upon the fire (, agni ) of 
sexual desire ( rdga ); blood ( rudhira ), marrow ( majjan ) and fat ( vasd ) escape, get hot and are changed into 
sperm. The seed-consciousness (vijndnabija) conditioned by previous actions ( purvakarman ) settles in the 
blood ( sonita) and whitish sperm ( sukra ). That is what is called the seed of the body ( kdyabfja ). Thus it is 
said: 

The seed of the body is impure. 

It is not a precious substance, 

It has not come from pure innocence, 

It has come only from the urinary pathways. 

That is what is called the impurity of the seed. 

3. The impurity of intrinsic nature ( svabhdvdsuci ). - From head to toe and on all four sides, the body is a 
lowly rag. Everything in it is full of impurities. Decorate it with garments, bathe it with perfumed water, 
nourish it with the best dishes and food of many flavors, at the end of one night all of it will be impure.95 
Even if that you clothe it in celestial garments ( divyavastra ) and feed it with celestial food ( divydhdm ), 
because of the body itself, all of it will become impure. Then what can be said if you give it only human 
garments and human clothes? Thus it is said: 


which made the alayavijnana, the consciousness-receptacle ‘provided with all the seeds’ ( sarvabijaka ) 
the support of the knowable (jneyasraya); cf. Mahayanasamgraha, p. 12 seq. 

95 Reminder of a canonical topic: Dlgha, I, p. 76, 173, 209; Majjhima, I, p. 144, 500; II, p. 17; 
Samyutta, IV, p. 83, 194, 202; V, p. 370; Anguttara, IV, p. 386: Ayam kayo rupTcatummahabhutiko 
mdtdpettikasambhavo odanakummdsupacayo anico ’ 

ucchddanaparimaddanabhedanaviddhamsanadhammo : “The material body, composed of the four great 
elements, coming from the mother and father, fattened with boiled rice and gruel, that always must be 
oiled and massaged, nevertheless breaks up and is destroyed.” 

The corresponding Sanskrit wording (Mahavastu, II, p. 269, 278; Kasyapaparivarta, § 152, 
shows asome variations: cf. Vimalaklrti, p. 134 as n. 
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Formed from earth, water, fire and wind, 

It transforms everything into impurities. 

Empty the sea to bathe the body, 

Still you will be unable to clean it. 

That is what is called the impurity of intrinsic nature.. 

4. The impurity of intrinsic characteristics ( svalaksandsuci ). - This body with its nine gates ( nanadvdra ) is 
always secreting impurity: the eyes ( aksi ) spill out rheum ( aksiguthaka ) and tears (asm); the ears (, karna ) 
produce wax ( karnaguthaka ); the nose (ndsd) contains snot ( simghdnaka ); the mouth (mukha) has saliva 
(laid) and vomit ( vdntTkrta ); the anus (guda) and the urethra (mutramarga) constantly empty out excrement 
(vis) and urine (mutra); and the hair-pores (romakupa) sweaty impurity.96 Thus it is said: 

All kinds of impure things 

Fill the interior of the body. 

It flows ceaselessly 

Like a filter-sack containing dirt. 

That is what is called the impurity of intrinsic characteristics. 

96 Cf. the Vijayasutta of the Suttanipata, p. 34,verse 197-198: 

Ath ’ assa navahi sotehi asuci sabbadd/ 
akkhimha akkhigiithako, kannaguthako// 
simghanikd ca ndsdto, mukhena vanat ’ ekadd/ 
pittam semhan ca vamati, kdyamhd sedajallikd// 

“Impurity flows from him ever in nine streams: from the eye, rheum; from the ear, wax; from the nose, 
snot; from the mouth sometimes bile and sometimes phlegm vomit; and from the entire body there flows 
sweat and filth.” 

A sermon of the Buddha, cited in Milinda, p. 74, and Visuddhimagga, ed. Warren, p. 161, is 
expressed thus: 

Allacammapaticchasvmo navadvdro mahdvaso / 
samantato paggharati asuci pdtiganhiyo// 

“Covered with damp skin, [the body] with its nine gates, a great suffering, pours out stinking 
secretions from very part.” 

The nine gates (dvara), holes (chidra) or wounds (warn) of the body are the two eyes, two ears, 
two nostrils, mouth, anus and urinary canal. They are often mentioned in Buddhist texts: Fo pan ni yuan 
king, T 5, k. 2, p. 17lal6; Tsapan nie pan king, T 7, k. 1, p. 194cl3; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 5, p. 453c5; 
Anguttara, IV, p. 386; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 30, p. 713a28; Ts’i tch’ou san kouan king, T 150, p. 

880b5; Sieou hing pen k’i king, T 184, k. 2, p. 466cl6; Ta tchouang yen louen king, T 201, k. 12, p. 

324b28 (tr. E. Huber, Sutrdlamkdra, p. 346); Fa kiu king, T 210, k. 2, p. 573c27; Siksasamuccaya, p. 82, 

1. 1 (navavranamukha). 
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5. The impurity of the final outcome ( paryavasanasuci ). - Thrown on the fire ( agni ), the body becomes ash 
(bhasman ); devoured by insects ( kurmi ) it becomes dung ( purisa ); placed in the earth, it decays, 
decomposes, and becomes earth; put into the water, it swells up and decays or it is eaten by water-insects. 
Of all corpses ( kunapa ), that of man is the most impure: his impurities ( asucidharma ) will be explained at 
length in reference to the nine concepts (navasamjna) .97 Thus it is said: 

Examine the body minutely: 

It ends up necessarily in death. 

Difficult to control,98 

It gives nothing in return, 

Ungrateful like a lowly individual. 

That is what is called the impurity of the final outcome. 

Moreover, from birth (jdti) until death, everything that moves close to the body, everywhere that it rests, all 
is defiled. Just as perfumed clear waters that [199b] flow in a hundred rivers are changed into bitter salt as 
soon as they reach the great sea ( mahdsamudra ), so whatever the body eats, the most delicate dishes of 
various flavors, beautiful colors and fine smells, as soon as they penetrate into the sea of the belly 
(udarasamudra ), are changed into filth. Thus the body, from birth to death, always contains disgusting 
impurities. 

The yogin wonders if this body, impure as it is, does not have some permanence. Wrong! It is a great 
suffering ( mahaduhkha ). This body is the place of arising ( upapattisthana ) of all the suffering. Just as 
water ( ap ) arises from the earth ( prthivi ), wind ( vdyu ) from the ether (dkdsa ) and fire from wood (darn), so 
all the inner (adhyatmika) and outer ( bdhya ) suffering comes from the body. The inner sufferings are old 
age (jard), sickness ( vyddhi ) and death ( marana ); the outer sufferings are the knife (asi), the stick ( danda ), 
cold and heat ( sftosna ), hunger and thirst ( ksutpipdsd ), etc. It is because there is a body that these sufferings 
exist. 

Question. - The body is not suffering alone basically ( duhkhasvabhdva ); happiness ( sukha ) also comes 
from it. If there were no body, who would experience the five objects of enjoyment ( pancakamaguna ) as 
they like? 

Answer. -The suffering which the four noble truths [mention] the saint cognizes truly as suffering, but 
worldly people (prthagjana ) call it happiness. It is necessary to rely on the noble truth (dryatattva) and 
reject error ( moha ) and doubt ( kdhksd ). This body is really suffering because it rests on the ‘Great 
Suffering’ ( mahaduhkha ) [of samsara], and it is only a lesser suffering (parfttaduhkha) that constitutes 
happiness. Thus, when a man condemned to death undergoes punishment (danda) instead of being 


97 The nine concepts, objects of meditation on the horrible (asubhabhavana), will be studied below in 
Chap. XXXV. 

98 Like a stubborn horse. 
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executed, he feels great joy. This punishment is really suffering, but as he escapes from death, the 
condemned man calls it happiness. 

Furthermore, recent suffering ( navaduhkha ) is ‘happiness’ ( sukha ) [in contrast] to the old suffering 
( purvaduhkha ) which is ‘suffering’. Thus, when one sits down ( sidati ) one feels happiness, but when this 
position persists, it gives rise to suffering. At the beginning, walking ( cankrama ), standing ( sthana ) and 
lying down ( sayyd) are happiness, but in the end they too are suffering. Whether one is bending ( sainjite ) or 
one is stretching ( prasarite ), whether one is bowing the head or raising it, whether one looks straight ahead 
(dlokite) or to the side ( vilokite ), whether one is breathing out (prasvasite ) or breathing in (dsvasite)'“ 
suffering always follows the body. From conception ( garbhavakranti ) and birth (jdti) to death ( marana ), 
there is not a single moment of happiness. 

You enjoyed pleasures ( rdga ) as if they were happiness; when the sickness of lust (abrahmacaryavyddhi) 
increases, you seek women outside, but the more you find, the more your torment increases. It is like when 
one suffers from scabies ( kacchu ), one goes near the fire, one scratches one’s hands and roasts them. At 
that time, one feels a little joy, but in the long run (read kieoii) the sickness increases in intensity. This little 
joy, it too becomes the cause of sickness: it was not a true happiness or the elimination of the sickness. 
Those who see people with scabies act thus, feeling pity (karund) for them. The person who has renounced 
desire ( vftardga ) has the same feelings towards the lustful: he has compassion for these angry madmen, 
burned by the fire of desire ( kdmadagdha ) who suffer more than they enjoy. For many reasons of this kind, 
we know that the body has the nature of suffering ( duhkhalaksana ) and is the cause of suffering 
(i duhkhahetu ). 

The yogin knows that the body is mererly impure ( asuci ), impermanent ( anitya ) and suffering (, duhkha ) but 
he cannot do otherwise than nourish it. It is like parents who have given birth to a son: however vicious the 
child, he is born from themselves (dtmaja ) and this is why they must feed him and raise him. 

The body is, in truth, not the self (atmari). Why? Because it is not independent ( svatantra ). It is like a man 
sick with an illness of wind ( vdyuvyddhi ), unable to raise or lower his head, unable to come or go; or like a 
man suffering from an obstruction in his throat, unable to speak. This is why we know that [199c] the body 
is not independent. If a man has something, he uses it as required. This is not the case for the body; as it 
escapes from all influence, we know that it is not ours. 

It is in this way that the yogin meditates on the body, the impure (asuci), impermanent (anitya), painful 
(duhkha), empty (sunya), selfless (andtman) body possessing innumerable defects of the same type. The 
various considerations on the body are called mindfulness of the body (kdyasmrtyupasthdna). 


C. Mindfulness of feeling (p. 1158F) 

99 Expressions borrowed from a canonical stock phrase listing various bodily positions: abhikkante 
patikkante, dlokite vilokite, samminjitepasdrite, etc.: cf. Dlgha, I, p. 70; II, p. 95, 292: Majjhima, I, p. 57, 
181, 269, 274, 346; III, p. 3, 90, 135; Samyutta, IV, p. 211, V, p. 142; Anguttara, II, p. 210. V, p. 206; 
Pancavimsati, p. 204; Satashahasrika, p. 1428. 
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In possession of this consideration called kayasmrtyupasthana, the yogin pursues his reflections and asks 
himself why beings are attached ( abhinivisante ) to this body. It is because of pleasant feeling 
(sukhavedand). How? From the meeting between the six internal orgaav (adhyatmikendriya) and the six 
outer objects ( bdhyavisaya ) the six kinds of consciousnesses ( vijndna ) arise. From these six 
consciousnesses arise the three kinds of feelings ( vedand), unpleasant feeling ( duhkhavedand), pleasant 
feeling (sukhavedand), neither unpleasant nor pleasant feeling (aduhikhdsukhavedand). Pleasant feelings 
are loved by all beings; unpleasant feelings are hated by all beings; as for the neither unpleasant nor 
pleasant feelings, people neither reject them nor cling to them. Thus it is said: 

Evil-doers and monks ( pravrajita ). 

Gods, humans and small worms: 

Amongst these beings divided among the five destinies (gad) in the ten directions, 

There is not one that does not love happiness and hate suffering. * 0® 

Out of error ( moha ), mistake ( vipaiydsa ) and ignorance ( ajndna ), 

They do not know nirvana, the abode of eternal bliss. 

Considering pleasant feeling ( sukhavedand), the yogin truly knows that it contains no happiness but only 
suffering. Why? Happiness ( sukha ), i.e., ‘true happiness’ (bhutasukha) is free of errors ( vipaiydsa ). And 
yet all the pleasant feelings of the world come from mistakes and contain no reality. * 01 

Furthermore, while greedily seeking the happiness of pleasant feeling, one will encounter great suffering. 
Thus it is said: 

Those who go to sea encounter heavy winds 
The waves rise up as high as the Kalaparvata. 

Those who go into the army to fight 


100 Cf. Majjhima, I, p. 315, 365; II, p. 260; Samyutta, II, p. 99; IV, p. 172, 188; V, p. 170, 353: Puriso 
jivitukdmo amaritukamo sukhakdmo dukkhapatikkulo'. “Man wants to live, fears death, loves happiness 
and abhors suffering.” 

See the Rahogataka-suttanta of the Samyutta, IV, p. 216 (Tsa a han, T 99, no. 476, k. 17, p. 121c) 
cited in Kosa, VI, p. 131, and Kosavyakhya, p. 519: 

Transl. - “I have spoken, O monks, of three feelings: pleasant feeling, unpleasant feeling and neither 
unpleasant nor pleasant feeling. But I have also said that every feeling is suffering (ace. to the comm.., 
dukkhasmim = dukkha-sannissitam ): it is by viewing the impermanence of [all] the formations, the 
perishable, transitory, unpleasant, destructible and changing nature of [all] the formations that I have 
declared that all feeling is suffering.” 

In other words, all the phenomena of existence, by reason of their transitory nature, are 
suffering and, if sometimes they seem to us to be pleasant, sometimes unpleasant and sometimes 
indifferent, that is purely a mistake. 


954 



Cross very dangerous paths and perilous gorges. 

Noble sresthins must bow down when approaching vile people in order to satisfy their sexual desires. 
These many great sufferings 

All come from attachment to happiness and to cupidity ( rdgacitta ). 

This is why we know that pleasant feeling can give rise to all sorts of suffering. 

Furthermore, although the Buddha spoke of the three kinds of suffering, one of them, that of pleasant 
feeling, merits the name of suffering because in it happiness is rare. It is like a bushel of honey ( madhu ) 
which, when thrown into a big river, loses its smell and its taste (rasa). 

Question. - Happiness [such as it is conceived in the world ( laukikasukha )], having error (viparyasa) as 
cause and condition ( hetupratyaya ), is suffering (duhkha). But the concentrations ( samddhi ) practiced by 
the saints (diyapudgala) give rise to a pure happiness ( andsravasukha ) which itself is real happiness. Why? 
Because this happiness is not derived from delusion (; moha ) or mistake (viparyasa). How then could it be 
suffering? 

Answer. - It is not suffering. Although the Buddha said: “All that is impermanent is suffering” (yad 
anityam tad duhkham ),102 it was only in regard to impure dharmas (sdsravadhrma) that he was speaking 
of suffering. Why? Worldly people (prthagjana) are mentally attached to impure dharmas, and as these 
impure dharmas are impermanent (anitya) and perishable (vyaya). they give rise [200a] to suffering. But 
the mind does not become attached (ndbhivisate) to pure dharmas and, although they are impermanent 
(anitya), they do not produce sadness (daurmanasya), lamentation (parideva ), suffering (duhkha), torment 
(vihethana), etc. That is why they are not called suffering. And besides, the bad contaminants (anusaya) do 
not take shelter there. 103 

Furthermore, if pure happiness were suffering, the Buddha would not have treated it separately in the truth 
of the Path (mdrgasatya), since, [as suffering], it would have been included (samgrhita) in the truth of 
suffering (duhkhasatya)}^ 

Question. - “There are two kinds of happiness (sukha): impure (sdsrava) happiness and pure (andsrava) 
happiness.”105 Impure happiness is lowly, vile, perverse and bad; pure happiness is excellent. Why does 
one become attached to the lowly vile happiness and not attached to the excellent happiness? One should 


102 Anguttara, V, p, p. 187-188. 

103 of the 98 anusayas, bad tendencies that cause actions to accumulate, 92 have an impure object; 6 
have a pure object, namely, the third and fourth truth, cessation and the Path: cf. Kosa, V, p. 34. 

104 Buddha spoke of samddhi, the second element of the Path of nirvana, when he was dealing with 
the fourth noble truth. This proves that samddhi, which gives rise to the pure happiness of nirvana, is 
truly happiness and not suffering. If it were suffering, the Buddha would have spoken of it in connection 
with the first truth which deals precisely with universal suffering. 

105 Anguttara, I, p. 80-81: Dve ‘mdni bhikkave sukhdni. Katamdni dve? Sdsavan ca sukham anasavah 
ca sukham... Etadaggam bhikkhave imesam dvinnam sukhdnam yadidam anasavasukhan ti. 
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become attached preferentially to the excellent happiness in the same way that one would prefer to be 
attached to precious objects of gold ( heman ) or silver ( rajata ) rather than to straw (trim) or to wood 
(kdstha). 

Answer.- Pure happiness being excellent, wisdom ( prajnd) abounds there and, as wisdom is abundant there, 
it can eliminate attachment ( abhinivesa ). In the impure happiness, it is the fetters ( samyojana ), thirst 
( trsnd), etc., that abound, and thirst is the root of attachment ( abhinivesamula ). The true wisdom 
(bhutaprajnd) [inherent in pure happiness] is able to eliminate attachment. That is why it is not attached to 
[the pure happiness]. 

Furthermore, pure wisdom (, andsravaprajnd) always considers ( anupasyati ) universal impermanence 
(sarvdnityatd) and because it considers impermanence it does not produce the fetters ( samyojana ), thirst 
(trsnd), etc. It is like a sheep ( edaka ) that is kept near a tiger ( vydghra ): even if it has good grass and good 
water, it does not get fat. ' 06 In the same way, even though they experience pure happiness 
(i andsravasukha ), the saints nevertheless contemplate impermanence ( anityatd) and emptiness ( sunya ) and 
that is why they do not produce the ‘fat’ of desire ( rdgameda ). 

Furthermore, pure happiness ( andsravasukha ) is inseparable from the sixteen noble aspects (sodasdkdra) 
of the three concentrations ( samcidhi )107 and is always without the mark of a self ( sattvanimitta ). If it were 
endowed with the mark of a self, it would produce minds of attachment ( abhinivesacitta ). Thus pure 
happiness, although excellent, does not give rise to attachment. 

For many reasons of this kind, the yogin considers pleasant worldly feeling ( laukikd sukhavedand) as 
suffering. 

He considers unpleasant feeling (duhkhavedand) as an arrow ( salya ); as for the neither unpleasant nor 
pleasant feeling ( adhuhdsukhavedand), he considers its impermanent and perishable nature 
( anityavyayanimitta ). 

Thus he does not experience desire ( rdga ) for pleasant feeling; he does not experience hatred ( dvesa ) for 
unpleasant feeling and he does not experience delusion ( moha ) for neither unpleasant nor pleasant feeling. 

That is what is called mindfulness of feeling ( vedandsmrtyupasthdna ). 


D. Mindfulness of mind 

The yogin also says to himself: “It is because of happiness that one becomes attached to the body; but who 
is experiencing ( vedayati ) this happiness?” Having reflected, he knows that feeling (vedand) comes from 
the mind ( citta ). It is following mental elation ( cittaksepa ) and a misunderstanding ( vipaiydsa ) that beings 
experience a given happiness. The yogin must take into account that the mind which is transitory ( anitya ) 

106 g ee t h e apologue of the big but not fat sheep, above (p. 908-909F) 

107 The sixteen aspects of the four noble truths perceived in the course of the three samddhis of 
sunyatd, dnimitta and apranihita : see above, p. 641F and later, k. 23, p. 233b6; k. 54, p. 444al5; k. 63, p. 
505al7. 
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has the nature of being bom and perishing ( utpddabhahgalaksana ) and lasts for only a moment, is unable to 
experience happiness. It is by mistake that a person claims to feel happiness. Why? At the very moment 
when one wishes to experience happiness, the mind has already changed; at the moment when the 
happiness arises, the mind is another ( anya ) mind. There is no connection between happiness and the mind. 
How could it be said that the mind experiences happiness? 

The past mind ( atitacitta ), being already destroyed ( bhagna ), does not experience the happiness; the future 
mind ( andgatacitta ), being not yet born ( utpanna ), does not experience the happiness; the present mind 
(pratyutpannacitta ), being momentary ( ekaksanika) and fleeting ( ksipra ), does not have the awareness to 
experience the happiness. 

Question. - We accept that the past mind and the future mind cannot experience happiness. But the present 
mind, which endures for a moment, must experience happiness. How can you say that it does not? 

Answer. - I have just said that, being fleeting, it does not have the awareness to experience happiness. 

[200b] 

Besides, being impermanent in nature ( anityalaksana ), all dharmas have no span of duration ( sthitikdla ). If 
mind lasted for a moment, it would also last during the second moment. It would then be eternal in duration 
and without the nature of disappearing (y yayalaksana). And yet, among the three characteristics of 
conditioned dharmas ( samskrtadharmalaksana ), the Buddha also mentioned the characteristic of 
disappearance ( vyayalaksana If the mind did not have disappearance, it would not show the 
characteristics of the conditioned. 


The sutras of the Agamas and the Nikayas set out the three characteristics of conditioned dharmas: 
production or origin, disappearance, and duration-change. 

Sanskrit version (cf. Nidanasamyukta, p. 139, cited in Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 39, p. 199c22-23; 
Kosa, II, p. 223; Kosavyakhya, p. 171; Madh. vrtti, p. 145): TrmTmani bhiksavah samskrtasya 
samskrtalaksanani. Katamani trim. Samskrtasya bhiksava utpddo ‘pi prajndyate, vyayo ‘pi prjnayate, 
sthityanyathdtvam apfti: “There are, O monks, three characteristics of the conditioned that are 
themselves conditioned. What are these three? Of the conditioned, the production is object of 
consciousness; the disappearance is also object of consciousness; likewise the duration-change.” 

Pali version (Anguttara, I, p. 152; Samyutta, III, p. 37): Tin ’ imdni bhikkhave sahkhatassa 
sahkhatalakkhandni. Katamani tmi. Uppddo panndyati, vayo panndyati, thitassa (variant: thitanam) 
annathattam panndyati. 

The Pali reading thitassa {or thitanam) annathattam ‘change while it (they) endure(s)’ is in 
contrast with the Sanskrit reading sthityanyathdtvam attested by the preceding sources and by a 
fragment from Central Asia published by L. de La Vallee Poussin, Documents sanserifs de la seconde 
collection A. Stein, JRAS, 1913, p. 573. 

c. The Chinese versions of the Agamas render the originals only imperfectly: the Tsa a han, T 
99, k. 2, p. 12a29 (corresponding to the Samyutta, III, p. 37) mentions only utpdda and vyaya; the Tseng 
yi a han, T 125, k. 12, p. 607cl5 (correspoinding to Anguttara, I, p. 152) has utpdda, anyathdtva and 
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Furthermore, if dharmas suffered a destruction a posteriori ( uttarena ), we would know that they possessed 
it already a priori (piirvena ). Thus, when a person clothes himself in a new garment ( navavastra ), if on the 
same day that he puts it in, the garment is not yet old, it would not be old on the second day either, and so 
on for ten years: the garment would always be new and never old. In truth, the garment was already old, 
and we should know that [this ageing] coexisted with its newness. But since this ageing was subtle, we 
were not aware of it. It is only in the presence of old things that we notice it. This is why we know that 
dharmas do not have a time of duration ( sthitikdla ). How then could the mind last long enough to be able to 
experience happiness? Since it has no duration, it is impossible that it experiences happiness. 

This is why we know that there is nothing that can truly experience happiness. [A mind ‘experiencing 
happiness’] is a purely conventional entity ( prajnaptimatra dharma ): we speak of a single entity 
experiencing happiness as a result of the succession of minds ( cittaprabandha ). 

Question. - How do you know that all conditioned dharmas ( samskrtadhrma ) are impermanent (anityaf! 

Answer. - Here I must repeat what I have already said above (p. 37F). These conditioned dharmas, which 
all depend on causes and conditions ( hetupratyaydpeksa ), are impermanent. Because not existing earlier, 
they exist now and because existing now, they will not exist later, they are impermanent. 

Furthermore, the nature of impermanence (anityatdlaksana) * 09 always follows ( anusarati ) conditioned 
dharmas. Conditioned dharmas have neither increase ( upacaya ) nor decrease ( apacaya ), and finally, all 
conditioned dharmas are mutually destroyed (parasparavihethaka ): therefore they are impermanent. 

Furthermore, a twofold old age (, dvividhajara) always follows ( anusarati ) conditioned dharmas: i) primary 
old age (mulajard); ii ) the old age of old age (jardjard)J ^ A twofold death ( dvidhamarana ) always 


v yaya; the Tsa a han, T 99, k. 12, p. 83cl6 (corresponding to Nidanasamyukta, p. 139) subdivides the 
sthityanyathdtva of the original and thus has four characteristics: utpdda, sthiti, anyathdtva and v yaya. 

d. The Pali Abhidhamma accepts only three characteristics: uppdda, vaya and thitdnam 
annathatattam (Kathavatthu, p. 61; Compendium, p. 25, 125). 

e. The Sanskrit Abhidharma of the Sarvastivadins, while referring to the canonical sources that 
accept three characteristics, nevertheless puts forth four: birth (j'dti), old age (jard) duration ( sthiti ) and 
impermanence ( anityata ) according to the Vibhasa (T 1545, k. 39, p. 200cl0-12) and Kosa, II, p. 222; 
jdtijcird, ndsa according to the Abhidharmadlpa, p. 104. 

f For the Sautrantikas and for Vasubandhu, the four characteristics of the conditioned, being the 
viproyuktasamskdras, are not real entities (cf. Kosa, II, p.226-234). 

109 Fourth samskrtalaksana according to the Sarvastivadin Abhidharma (see preceding note). 

110 According to the Sarvastivadin Abhidharma whose theories the Traite reproduces here, the four 
primary characteristics ( mulalakscina ) of the conditioned, namely jdti,jard, sthiti and anityata, have 
secondary characteristics ( anulakasana ) in their turn: birth-of-birth (jdtijdti ), old-age-of old-age 

( jardjard) duration-of-duration ( sthitisthiti ) and impermanence-of-impermanence (unityatdnityatd): cf. 
Kosa, II, p. 224-225). - But Nagarjuna refuted the theory of the anulaksanas in Madh. Karika, VII, 3 
(Madh. vrtti, p. 147): Utpddasthitibhahgdndm anyat samskrtalaksanam /asti ced anavasthaivam; ndsti 
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follows them: /') death by oneself (atmana maranam ); ii) being put to death by another (parena 
mar ana). * * 1 This is why we know that all conditioned dharmas are impermanent. 

Among the conditioned dharmas, the impermanence of the mind ( cittdnityatd) is very easy to detect. Thus 
the Buddha said: “Sometimes worldly people ( prthgjana ) recognize the impermanence of the body 
(kdydnityatd) but do not recognize the impermanence of the mind ( cittdnityatd). Some worldly people say 
that the body is eternal, but the mistake that holds the mind to be eternal is even more fatal. Why? It may be 
that the body will last for ten years or twenty years, whereas the mind, night and day, disappears each 
moment ( ekaksanalavamuhurte ), arising as one thing, perishing as another, without stopping for a single 
moment. On the point of arising, it is born one thing; on the point of perishing, it dies another thing. 1 ^ 
The true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of such a magical thing ( mdydvastu ) is ungraspable ( anupalabdha ). 


cet te na samskrtah II: “If production, duration and destruction have a secondary characteristic, there is 
infinite regression; if they do not have a secondary conditioned characteristic, they are not conditioned.” 

111 Dlgha, III, p. 231; Anguttara, II, p. 159: Atth ’ dvuso attabhavapatilabho yasmim attabhavapatilabhe 
attasamcetandyeva kamati no parasamcetand. Atth ’ dvuso attabhavapatilabho yasmim 
attabhdvapatiladbhe yeva kamati no attasamcetand'. “There is an occasion in life life [note, p. 1165F] in 
the course of which it is one’s own volition that acts, not the volition of another. There is an occasion in 
life during the course of which it is the volition of another that acts and not one’s own volition.” 

According to the explanations of Anguttara (1. c.) summarized in Kosavyakhya, p. 170, in the 
first case, death is due to one’s personal will (atmana maranam), in the second case, to the will of 
another (parena maranam). Kosa, II, p. 218, cites several examples of these two kinds of death. 

1Beginning of the Markatasutra of the Samyukta (Nidanasamyukta, p. 115-120; Tsa a han, T 99, no. 
289, k. 12, p. 81c), entitled Assutavato in the Samyutta, II, p. 94-95. 

Transl. of the Sanskrit. - 1. A foolish and unlearned worldly person, O monks, can indeed 
become disgusted with it, detached from it, and liberated from the body formed of the four great 
elements. 

2. Why? We notice, O monks, that this body formed by the four great elements gets bigger, gets 
smaller, is taken and rejected. [This is why one can become disgusted with it.] 

3. But in regard to the ‘mind’, or the ‘consciousness’, the foolish and unlearned worldly person 
is incapable of becoming disgusted with it and liberated from it. 

4. Why? During the long night [of samsara], this [mind] has been cared for, guarded, 
assimilated, espoused, adopted by the foolish unlearned worldly person, who says to himself: “It belongs 
to me, it is me, it is my self.” 

This is why the foolish unlearned worldly person is incapable of becoming disgusted with it, 
detached from it, liberated from it.. 

5. And moreover, O monks, it would be preferable that the foolish unlearned worldly person 
considers as his self the body formed by the four great elements rather than the consciousness. 

6. Why? We notice that the body formed by the four great elements, when it is maintained [in 
health], lasts for ten, twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, a hundred years, or even a little longer. 
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For innumerable reasons of this kind, we know that the mind is impermanent. That is what is called 
mindfulness of mind ( cittasmrtypasthdna ). 


E. Mindfulness of Dharmas 

The yogin asks himself on whom does the mind depend ( apeksate ) and who controls the mind. Flaving 
considered well, he does not see that the mind has a master. The dharmas resulting from the complex of 
causes and conditions ( hetupratyayasdmagri) are not independent ( svatantra ); not being independent, they 
have no intrinsic nature ( svabhdva ); not having any intrinsic nature, they have no self (atman). If there is no 
self, then who controls the mind? 

Question. - 1) There must be an atman. Why? If the mind ( citta ) controls [200c] the body (kayo), there also 
must be an atman to control the mind. In the same way that the master of a kingdom ( rdstresvara ) controls 
the general ( sendpati ) and the general controls the soldiers (patti), there must be an atman to control the 
mind, and there must be a mind to control the body so that it may enjoy the five objects of enjoyment 
(pancakamaguna). 

2) Moreover, as each person possesses his own mind (dtmacitta), we know that there really is an atman. If 
it were only due to a mistake ( vipaiydsa ) about the body and the mind that we assume an atman, why 
would we not produce the idea of an atman in regard to another? 1 ^ Thanks to this sign, we know that each 
one possesses his own atman. 

Answer. - 1) If, the mind controlling the body, there were an atman to control the mind, there still must be 
someone to control the atman. If there were still someone to control the atman, there would be an infinite 
regress ( anavasthd ); as there would be still someone to control the atman, there would be two atmans. 

If there is no atman to control the mind, there can only be the mind to control the body. You consider the 
mind to be dependent on a soul (pudgaldpeksa ), but in the absence of the mind, the soul has no object of 
consciousness (jneya ) and, having no object of consciousness, how would it control the mind? If the soul 
had the characteristics of a knowledge (jnanalaksana ), why resort again to the mind? This is why we know 
that only the mind presents the characteristics of a consciousness (vijnanalaksana). Therefore it is able to 
control the body and does not depend on a soul ( pudgalam ndpeksate). It is like fire ( agni) which, by its 
nature, burns things without the intervention of a person ( purusa ). 


7. On the contrary, what is called ‘mind’, ‘consciousness’, over the days and nights, in the 
course of instants, moments and hours, appears in many different aspects: when it arises, it is [already] 
another mind that is born, when it disappears, it is another mind that is destroyed. 

8. It is like a monkey who grasps a branch of a tree and, having let go of it, grasps another. In 
the same way, what is called ‘mind’ or ‘consciousness’, over the course of nights and days, etc., as 
before up to ‘when it is disappears, it is another that is destroyed.’ 

1This objection has already been formulated above, p. 736F. 
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Objection. - Although fire has the power to bum, it is not useful without a person; although the mind has 
the characteristic of a consciousness ( vijnanalaksana ), it is not controlled without the soul (pudgala ). 

Answer. - Dharmas exist insofar as they have their own characteristics ( laksana ). Not having any 
characteristics, the soul does not exist. You consider the inbreath and the outbreath (anapana), suffering 
and happiness (, duhkhasukha ), etc., as characteristics of the soul; but that is not right ( ayukta ). Why? 
Because the inbreath and the outbreath, etc., are characteristics of the body, and the fact of feeling 
suffering, happiness, etc., is characteristic of the mind. Why make the body and the mind into 
characteristics of the soul? 

Moreover, fire (, agni ) burns things by itself without depending on a person {pudgala ). We say that a man 
burns something only metaphorically. You have fallen into an untenable position (nigrahasthana). Why? 
Because the soul ( purusa ) is the person {pudgala ) and you cannot compare the person with the person. 

2) Moreover, you said: “Each one possessing his own mind (dtmacitta ), we know that there really is an 
atman. If it were only due to a mistake ( vipaiydsa ) about the body and the mind that an atman is assumed, 
why not produce the idea of an atman in regard to another?” 

Without knowing if the atman exists or does not exist, you are asking why one does not produce the idea of 
the atman in regard to another.[The distinctions] between one’s own body (dtmakdya ) and another’s 
body (parakdya ) exist as a function of the atman. But the atman is non-existent {nopalabhyate). [The 
characteristics attributed to it]: having form {rupiri) or formless {arupin), permanent (nitya) or impermanent 
{anitya), finite {antavat) or infinite {ananta), moveable (gantr) or motionless ( agantr), cognizant (jndtr) or 
ignorant {ajnd.tr), active (. karaka ) or inactive {akdraka), autonomous (, svatantra ) or non-autonomous 
(i asvatantra ): all these characteristics of the atman do not exist {nopalabhyante), as we have said above in 
the chapter on the atman. 

For many reasons of this kind, the yogin considers that dharmas come from complexes of causes and 
conditions, that there are no real dharmas endowed with atman. That is what is called mindfulness of 
dharmas {dharmasmrtyupasthdna). 


F. Mindfulness itself, by connection with or as object. 

The four foundations of mindfulness (, smrtyupasthana ) are of three kinds: i) mindfulness in itself 
(svabhdvasmrtyupasthana ); ii) mindfulness by connection {samsargasmrtyupasthana); iii) mindfulness as 
object (dlambanasmrtyupasthdna). ' * 5 [201a] 


114 Compare the refutation developed above, p. 737-747F. 

See Kosa, VI, p. 159-161; Kosavyakhya, p. 529-531: 

Smrtyupasthana itself (svabhdva ) is fixing of the attention {smrter upasthdnam): it is a wisdom 
(prajnd) by which the attention is fixed {smrtir anayopatisthate) on the body, the feelings, the mind, 
dharmas. The person who possesses this prajnd becomes an anupasyin : hence the phrase: kdye 
kdydnupasyTsmrta upasthitasmrtih. 
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i) What is mindfulness in itself ( svabhava )? The wisdom ( prajna ) that considers the body (kdyam 
anupasyan ) is mindfulness of the body. - The wisdom that considers the feelings ( vedand ) is mindfulness 
of feelings. - The wisdom that considers the mind ( citta ) is mindfulness of mind. - The wisdom that 
considers dharmas is mindfulness of dharmas. This is mindfulness in itself. 

ii) What is mindfulness by connection ( samsargaj .? When they consider the body at the head of the list, the 
dharmas of the Path [other than prajna ], coming from causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ), impure 
(. sdsrava ) or pure ( andsrava ), are mindfulness of the body. - When they consider feelings, the mind or 
dharmas as head of the list, the dharmas of the Path [other than prajna ], coming from causes and 
conditions, impure or pure, are mindfulness of feelings, mind or dharmas [respectively]. This is 
mindfulness by connection. 

Hi) What is mindfulness as object (dlambana )?H6 All dharmas with form ( rupadharma ), namely, the ten 
bases of consciousness ( dasdyatana ) and a small part of the dharmayatana ' ' 7 are mindfulness of body. - 
The six kinds of feelings, namely, feeling arising from contact with the eye ( caksuhsamsparsajd vedand) 
and the feelings arising from contact with the ear ( srotra ), nose ( ghrdna ), tongue (jihvd), body {kayo) and 
mind ( manas ) respectively' ' 8 - The six kinds of consciousnesses, namely, consciousness of the eye 
( caksurvijhdna ) and consciousnesses of the ear, nose, tongue, body and mind^^ are mindfulness of mind. 
- The notion aggregate ( samjhdskandha ), the volition aggregate ( samkdraskandha ) and the three 
unconditioned ( asamskrta )170 are mindfulness of dharmas. That is mindfulness as object. 

Mindfulness in itself {svabhava), having wisdom {prajna) as nature, is formless (arupin), invisible 
(anidarsana), non-resistant {apratigha), sometimes impure {sdsrava) and sometimes pure 
(andsrava)...^^. 

These things are fully explained in the Ts ’ien-nan ‘The Thousand Aporias.’ 177 


When other dharmas, the auxiliaries to the path that are not prajna, are dharmas co-existing 
with prajna, they are smrtyupasthdna by connection (samsarga). 

The objects - body, feelings, mind, dharmas - to which the attention is applied are 
smrtyupasthdna as object. In this sense, kdyasmrtyupasthdna should be analyzed as kdyah 
smrtyupasthdnam ‘the body is fixation of the attention’ as the attention is fixed on it. 

In other words, on what objects is the attention fixed in the course of the smrtyupasthdna ? 

Five ddhydtmikdyatanas or organs: caksus, srotra, ghrdna, jihvd and kdya; five bdhydyatanas or 
objects: rupa, sabda, gandha, rasa, sprastavya\ and the material part of the dharmayatana , namely, 
avipjhapti (cf. Kosa, I, p. 20). 

The six vedandkdyas (cf. Samyutta, III, p. 60). 

119 The six vijndnakdyas (cf. Samyutta, III, p. 61). 

170 The six samjndkdyas (Samyutta, III, p. 60), the six cetandkdyas (Samyutta, ibid.) and the three 
asamskrtas - dkdsa and two nirodhas - accepted by the Sarvastivadins (Kosa, I, p. 8-9). 

171 There follows a long list which I [Lamotte] think need not be translated here. It shows many 
analogies with the Pali Vibhanga, p. 206. 
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G. Inner, outer and mixed mindfulness 


[1. In regard to kdyasmrtyupasthdna.] - What is the inner body (, adhyatmakaya ); what is the outer body 
(bahirdhakaya) and, since everything is already included ( samgrhita ) in the inner and outer body, why does 
the sutra 1-3 speak again about the consideration of both the inner and outer body 
( adhyatmabahirdhakayanupasyana )? 

Answer. - One’s own body ( svakdya ) is inner; another’s body (parakdya ) is outer. 

One’s own body is of two kinds: i) the impurities ( asuci ) inside the body; ii ) the skin ( tvac ), the hairs 
{roman), the nails ( nakha ), the hairs of the head ( kesa ), etc., outside. 


122 Prakaranapada, T 1541, k. 8-9, p. 667c-672a; T 1542, k. 11-12, p. 739b-743c. 

The Traite cites the Ts’ien-nan (p’in) ‘Chapter of the thousand Aporias’ three times: k. 18, p. 

195al 5-16 (see above, p. 1101F); k. 19, p. 202a5; 203a8. It is the seventh chapter of the [Abhidharma]- 
Prakaranapada-[sastra] entitled in the Chinese versions Ts’ien wen louenp’in (T 1541, k. 8, p. 663a5) or 
Pien ts ’ien wenp ’in (T 1542, k. 10, p. 733al7) corresponding to a Sanskrit original like 
Sahasrapariprccha-varga ‘Chapter of the Thousand Aporias’. 

The Prakaranapada, also called Prakaranagrantha or simply Prakarana, is part of the 
Satpadabhidharma of the Sarvastivadins made up of the Jnanaprasthana of Katyayanlputra and six 
annexed treatises (see above, p. 11 IF, n. 1). 

The Sanskrit sources (Kosavyakhya, p. 9), Tibetan sources (Bu ston, I, p. 49; Taranatha, p. 296) 
and the Chinese sources attribute the Prakaranapada to Vasumitra who composed it at Gandhara, not far 
from Puskaravati (Si-yu-ki, T 2087, k. 2, p. 881al5-16). But according to the Traite (above, p. 111- 
112F), only the first four chapters were by Vasumitra, the last four of which are the Ts ’ien-nan p ’in were 
the work of the Kasmir arhats. 

According to the modern exegetists, the Prakaranapada belonged to the Abhidharma of the late 
period and shows affinities with the Vibhanga of the Pali Abhidhamma: cf. Kogen Mizuno, Abhidharma 
Literature, Ceylon Enc., I, p. 70-71; A. C. Banerjeee, Sarvastivddin Literature, 1957, p. 62-64: B. C. 
Law, Histoiy of Pali Literature, I, 1933, p. 340. 

The Prakaranapada is often cited by Vasubandhu in his Kosa, by Yasomitra in his Kosavyakhya 
and by Samghabhadra in his Nyayanusara (cf. Taisho Index, 16, p. 174). 

Two Chinese translations of the Prakaranapada have been made: 

a. Tchong chefen a-p ’i-t’an louen (T 1541) by the Indian Brahmin Gunabhadra (394-468) and 
his disciple Bodhiyasas (cf. Li tai san pao ki, T 2034, k. 10, p. 91a25; K’ai yuan mou lou, T 2154, K. 5, 
p. 528b 11). 

b. A-p ’i-ta-mop ’in tsou louen (T 1542) by Hiuan-tsang. The translation was started in the Yun- 
kouang hall at Yu-houa sseu the 1 st of the 9 th month of the 5 th hien-k ’ing year (October 10, 660) and 
finished the 23 rd day of the 10 th month of the same year (November 30). Ta-cheng-kouang, etc., wrote it 
down with the brush (K’ai yuan mou lou, T 2154, k. 8, p. 447al4-15). 

I 22 The canonical sutra mentioned above, p. 1122F. 
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Furthermore, when the yogin considers a corpse (; mrtasanra ), bloated ( vyadhmataka ) and rotting 
(vipuyaka ), he grasps the characteristics ( nimittany udgrhndti) and examines his own body, saying: “This 
body, too, is of the same nature, the same constitution and has not gone beyond this state of affairs” ( sa 
imam eva kdyam upasamharati: ay am api khalu kdya evamdharma evambhdvy etad anatita iti)} 24 then 
the corpse is the ‘outer’ body, whereas the yogin’s body is the ‘inner’ body. 

If the yogin, possibly seeing a beautiful woman ( abhirupastri ), becomes attached to her in his mind and 
then considers the impurities ( asuci ) of this female body, it is a matter of an outer body. But if the yogin 
recognizes that his own body is exactly like it, it is a question of an inner body. 

Furthermore, the five organs ( indriya ), eye ( caksus ), etc., are inner body whereas the five objects (visaya), 
color (; rupa ), etc., are outer body. 

The four great elements ( mahdbhuta ) are inner body whereas the matter derived from the four great 
elements ( bhautikarupa ) are outer body. 

The place where suffering and happiness are experienced is the inner body; the place where one does not 
experience suffering and happiness is outer body. 

One’s own body (svakdya) and the organs (indriya), eye (caksus), etc., are inner body; one’s wife (bhdryd), 
son (putra ), wealth (dhana), fields (ksetra), house (grha) and other utilized objects are outer body. How is 
that? Since material dharmas (rupadharma) are all [objects] of mindfulness of the body 
(kdyasmrtyupasthana). 

First the yogin examines the inner body (adhydtmakdya) to find out if he can find a pure (suci), eternal 
(nitya) and happy (sukha) atman there, but he examines thoroughly and can find no atman, as has been said 
above (p. 1167F) in regard to the examination of dharmas. 

But if he finds no atman when he examines the inner [body], perhaps this atman is outside ( bahirdhd). 
Why? Because outer things (bdhyavastu) are an object of attachment (abhinivesasthana) for all beings. 125 
But when the yogin examines the outer body, the atman is not found there either. 

Then the yogin makes this reflection: “When I examined inwardly (adhydtmam anupasyan), I did not find 
the atman and [I wondered] if it was not on the outside (bahirdhd), but when I examined [things] on the 
outside, I did not find it either. I wonder if the atman is not a delusion (bhrdnti). Now I must examine 
internally and externally simultaneously (yugapat). Examining internal and external are two distinct 
operations ( bhinna ); examining [internal and external] at the same time (ekakdle) and simultaneously 
(sdrdham) are conjunct operations!” But although he examines [internal and external] conjointly or 
separately, the atman is not found anywhere ( nopalabhyate ): the examination is therefore ended. 

[2. In regard to vedandsmrtyupasathdna .] - Question. - In regard to mindfulness of the body 
(kdyasmrtyupasthana), it might be a matter of the inner [body] and the outer [body]. But here, all the 

124 Canonical expression: cf. DIgha, II, p. 297; Majjhima, I, p. 58: Ayampi kho kayo evamdhammo 
evambhavTetam anatfto ti. 

125 Therefore capable of being taken for the‘self or‘mine’ 
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feelings (vedand) are included ( samgrhita ) in the external bases of coknsciousness ( bdhydyatana );^6 so 
how can there be a difference between inner feelings (adhydtmikavedand) and outer feelings 
(bdhyavedand)? 

Answer. - The Buddha said: “There are two kinds of feelings: bodily feeling ( kdyikf vedand) and mental 
feeling (caitasikf vedand). ^ Bodily feeling is outer (bahya) and mental feeloing is inner (ddhydtmika). 

Furthermore, the feelings associated with the [first] five consciousnesses 
( pancavijndnasamprayuktavedand ) are outer, and the feelings associated with the mental consciousness 
(manovijnanasamprayuktavedana) are inner. 

The feelings arise in dependence on the twelve bases of consciousness [202b] ( dvdddsdyatana ). The group 
of the six inner bases (ddhydtmikdyatana) produce feelings that are inner; the outer six bases ( bdhydyatana ) 
produce feelings that are outer. 

Coarse (, auddrika ) feeling is outer; subtle ( suksma ) feeling is inner. 

There are two kinds of suffering ( duhkha ): inner suffering and outer suffering. 

a. Inner suffering (ddhydtmika duhkha ) is of two types: physical suffering ( kdyika duhkha) and mental 
suffering ( caitasika duhkha)}^ Physical suffering is the four hundred and four sicknesses (v yddhi), bodily 
pains ( kdyavyddhi ), headaches ( sirovycidhi ), etc. 129 ; those are physical suffering. - Mental suffering is 
grief (i daurmanasya ), sadness ( soka ), hatred ( dvesa ), fear ( bhaya ), jealousy ( frsyd), doubt (vicikitsa), etc.: 
those are mental suffering. These two sufferings together are inner suffering. 

b. Outer suffering ( bdhyaduhkha ) is of two types: i ) the king (raj an ), the victorious enemy ( vijetr), the 
wicked thief ( caura ), the lion ( simha ), tiger ( vydghra ), wolf ( vrka ), snake ( sarpa ) and other nuisances 
( vihethana ); ii ) the wind (vdta), rain ( vrsti ), cold ( sfta ), heat ( usna ), thunder ( meghagarjita ), lightning 
(vidyut), thunderbolts, etc: these two kinds of suffering are outer suffering. 

It is the same for pleasant feeling ( sukhavedand) and neither unpleasant nor pleasant feeling 
( aduhkhdsukhavedand). 

Furthermore, the feeling that takes as object (alambate ) an inner dharma is an inner feeling; that which 
takes as object an outer dharma is an outer feeling. 

Furthermore, the one hundred and eight feelings^^ are inner feelings; the others ( sesa ) are outer feelings. 


126 The six organs, eye, etc. 

127 Samyutta, IV, p. 231: Katame ca bhikkhave dve vedand. Kdyika ca cetasikd ca. 

128 Cf. Majjhima, I, p. 302: Yam kho dvuso kdyikam vd cetasikam vd dukkham asdtam vedayitam ayam 
dukkhd vedana. 

129 See above, p. 494-495F, 583-585F. 

120 The canonical sources distinguish two, three, five, six, eighteen, thirty-six, and one hundred and 
eight kinds of vedand: cf. Samyutta, IV, p. 231-232; Tsa a han, T 99, no. 485, k. 17, p. 123c-124b. Later 
the Traite (k. 36, p. 324b4-8) will return to this subject. 
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[3. In regard to cittasamrtyupasthana .] - Question. - The mind is included (samgrhita) in the inner bases of 
consciousness (ddhydtmikdyatana ): how can the sutra say that [the yogin] “also considers the mind 
outwardly” (bahirdha vd citte cittanupasyi viharati )? 

Answer. - Although the mind is included in the inner bases of consciousness, when it takes as object 
(alambate ) an outer dharma, it is outer mind, and when it takes as object an inner dharma, it is inner mind. 

The mental consciousness ( manovijnana ) is an inner mind, and the [first] five consciousnesses 
( pahcavijhdna) are outer minds. 

The concentrated mind ( samksiptacitta ) that penetrates into meditation ( dhydnapravista ) is an inner mind; 
the distracted mind ( viksiptacitta ) is an outer mind. 

The mind associated ( samprayukta ) with the five inner obstacles (adhyatmikamvarana) * 3 * or with the 
inner seven factors of enlightenment (ddhydtmikabodhyahga) is an inner mind; the mind associated with 
the five outer obstacles ( bahyanivarana) or with the seven outer factors of enlightenment ( bdhyabodyahga) 
is an outer mind. 

For various reasons of this kind, we distinguish inner mind, outer mind and both inner and outer mind. 

[4. In regard to dharmasmrtyupasthana.] - Mindfulness of dharmas (, dharmasmrtyupasthana ) is included 
(samgrhita) in the outer bases of consciousness ( bdhydyatana ): how can [the slitra] say that [the yogin] 
“also considers dharmas inwardly” (ddhydtmam vd dharmesu dharmdnupasyi viharati )? 

Answer. - Outside of feeling (vedandm sthdpayitvd), there are other mental dharmas (caitasika dharma). 
Mental dharmas that have as object (dlambante) an inner dharma are inner dharmas; mental dharmas that 
have as object an outer dharma, the unconditioned ( asamskrta ) or the formations dissociated from the mind 
(cittaviprayuktasamskdra )' 32 are outer dharmas. 

Furthermore, the dharmas that are the object (dlambana) of the mental consciousness ( manovijnana ) are 
inner dharmas, for it has been said by the Buddha: “The mental consciousness arises in dependence on the 
object (dlambanam dsrityotpadyate manovijndnam).” Here, except for feeling (vedandm sthdpayitvd), the 
other mental dharmas (caitasika dharma) are inner dharmas, whereas the other formations dissociated from 
the mind (cittaviprayuktasamskdra) and the unconditioned dharmas (asamskrtadharma) are outer dharmas. 

2. The Four Right Efforts 


The five obstacles preventing entry into dhydna. The Traite has spoken of them above (p. 1012- 
1020F). In the same way as the factors of enlightenment, these obstacles are inner or outer according to 
whether one examines them within oneself or in another. 

132 Kosa, II, p. 178 and foil.: cf. the cittavippayutta of the Pali scholasticism: Dhammasangam, p. 210, 
254. 
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The four right efforts ( samyakpradhana ) are of two kinds: i) right efforts in themselves 
{svabhdvasamyakpradhdna); ii ) right efforts by connection ( samsargasamyakpradhdna ). 

Right efforst in itself develops four kinds of exertion (vfrya) in view of the path ( mdrga ): it eliminates the 
two types of bad dharmas ( akusaladhama ), [namely, those that have not yet arisen and those that have 
already arisen], and it brings together the two types of good dharmas ( kusaladharma ), [namely, those that 
have not yet arisen and those that have already arisen.] 

During the examination ( anupasyand) characteristic of the four foundations of mindfulness 
( smrtyupasthdna ), when [the yogin] feels some laziness ( kausfdya ), when the five obstacles 
( pancanfvarana ) and the other passions ( klesa ) cloud the mind and he strays away from the five kinds of 
roots of good, faith, etc. ( sraddhadhikusalamula ), then he makes an effort ( vydyacchate ) and develops 
exertion {vfryam drabhate ) for: 1) eliminating the bad dharmas that have already arisen ( utpanndndm 
akusaladharmanam prahanaya ); 2) preventing the arising of the bad dharmas that have not yet arisen 
(anutpanndndm akusalanam dharmanam anutpadaya ); 3) making the good dharmas, faith, etc., that have 
not yet arisen, arise ( anutpanndndm sraddhadikusaladharmanam utpddydya)\ 4) developing the good 
dharmas that have already arisen ( utpanndndm kusaladharmdnam bhuyobhavaya)}^ When these [four] 
exertions are abundant during the four doundations of mindfulness ( smrtyupasthdna ), they take the name of 
right efforts ( samyakpradhana ). [202c] 

Of the seven categories of dharmas [auxiliary to enlightenment ( bodhipaksika )], why are these four called 
right efforts and the last eight, [namely, samyagdrsti), etc.] not described as right ( samyak )? 

Answer. - Because these four kinds of exertion ( vfrya ), of spritual energy ( cittdbhyusdha ) or efforts 
(arambha ) are easily damaged by error ( bhrdnti ), they are called right efforts. Because the [eight] factors of 
the Path, [ samyagdrsti , etc.] take pleasure in the Dharma and are are easily damaged by falling into bad 
doctrines (mithyadharma), they are called right Path. 

[The right efforts] in themselves ( svabhdva ) are the four kinds of exertions ( caturvidhavfrya ). [The right 
efforts] by connection ( samsarga ) are the dharmas of the Path resulting from causes and conditions 
{hetupratyaya), [dharmas other than the four right efforts] but having primarily the four kinds of exertion 
{caturvidhavirya) in question. They are impure ( sdsrava ) or pure ( andsrava ), with form ( rupin ) or formless 
{arupiri), as has been said above (p. 1170F). 

3. The Four Bases of Magical Power 


When the four right efforts {samyakpradhana) are practiced, the mind is slightly distracted {viksipta)\ this 
is why the concentrations {samddhi) are used to fix the mind: [concentrations of zeal {chanda), of exertion 
{vfrya), of the mind {citta) and of examination ( mfmdmsd). These concentrations are called bases of 
magical power (rddhipada). 


Canonical formula already cited above, p. 1123F. 
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Thus, when good food ( pramtahara) is under-salted, it lacks flavor (rasa), but when salt ( lavana ) is added, 
the taste is sufficient and is in accord with what is desired (yathesta ). Or again, when a person who has two 
legs finds a good horse ( asva ) or a good chariot (ratha), he comes to his destination as desired. 

Similarly, when the yogin has obtained the true wisdoms that are the four foundations of mindfulness 
(.smrtyupasthdna ) and these right exertions (samyagvirya) that are the four right efforts ( samyakpradhdna ), 
his wisdom ( prajna) is increased ( vardhate ) by means of these exertions; however, the strength of his 
concentration ( samddhibala ) remains weak. But when he obtains the four kinds of concentration 
(i caturvidhasamddhi ) and therefore fixes his mind (cittam pragrhnati), the strength of his wisdom (prajna) 
and concentration (samadhi) are equal (sama) and his vows ( pranidhana ) are realized. [These four 
concentrations] are called bases of magical power. 

Question. - Concentration (samadhi) already was present in the four foundations of mindfulness and the 
four right efforts. Why not call them the bases of magical power? 

Answer. - These practices do indeed contain [a certain measure] of concentration, but although wisdom 
( prajna) and exertion (vuya) are strong in them, concentration is weak. That is why the yogin did not 
realize his wishes (pranidhana) as he desired. [In the bases of magical power], there are four kinds of 
concentrations: 

i) The concentration obtained by giving predominance to zeal (chandam adhipatim krtvd)}^ 

ii) The concentration obtained by giving predominance to exertion ( viryam adhipatim ki-tva). 

From these concentrations as causes and conditions there arise [the practices of] the Path, impure (sdsrava) 
or pure (andsrava). 

Hi) The concentration obtained by giving predominance to the mind (cittam adhipatim krtva) 

iv) The concentration obtained by giving predominance to examination (mfmdmsdm adhipatim b~tva). 

From these concentrations as causes and conditions there arise [practices of] the Path, impure or pure. 

Together with the five good elements (kusalaskandhasamsargdt) these practices are called [bases of] 
magical power by connection (samsargarddhipdda). 

The four kinds of concentrations under the predominating influense of zeal (chanda), etc., are called [bases 
of] magical power in itself (svabhdvarddhipdda)}^ 


134 Formulas appearing in the Vibhanga, p. 216, and Kosavyakhya, p. 601-602; see above, p. 1125F. 

135 The four concentrations having zeal, exertion, the mind, examination a predominating respectively 
are the bases of magical power (see above, p. 382-383F). 

Taken by themselves (svabhdva), they are of lower order: they are right views but are impure 
(sdsrava), having only meritorious value ( punyabhagtya) and bearing fruit only in this world 
(npadhivaipkaya)', it is the right view of worldly people who see the truth but stay apart from the path 
traced by the Buddha. 
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For the four right efforts (samyakpradhana) and the four bases of magical power (rddhipada) see what was 
said in frill detail in regard to the smrtyupasthanas in themselves and as smrtyupasthanas by connection (p. 
1169F). 


4. The Five Faculties 


Flere are the five faculties (pancendriya ): 136 

1. Believing in the Path ( mdrga ) and in the good dharmas adjuvant to the Path ( mdrgapdksika 
kusaladharma) is the faculty of faith ( sraddhendriya ). 

2. When the yogin practices the Path and the dharmas adjuvant to the Path and exerts himself without 
stopping, that is the faculty of exertion ( viryendriya ). 

3. When he thinks about the Path and the dharmas adjuvant to the Path and does not think of anything else, 
that is the faculty of memory ( smrtmdriya ). 

4. When he meditates attentively ( ekacittena ) and without being distracted ( aviksepam ), that is the faculty 
of concentration ( samddhmdriya ). 

5. When, in view of the Path and the dharmas adjuvant to the Path, he considers ( anupasyati) the sixteen 
aspects of the truths (sodasdkara ), 137 impermanence ( anitya ), etc., that is the faculty of wisdom 
( prajnendriya ). 

5. The Five Strenghts 


When the five faculties have increased and are no longer troubled by the affictions ( klesa ), they take the 
name of strengths (ba/a).138 See what has just been said about the five faculties. 


On the other hand, together with the five good elements (the dhammakkhandha of the Dlgha, 

III, p. 229, 279, Itivuttaka, p. 107; the lokottaraskandha of the Dhrmaguptaka, § 23; the asamasamah 
skandhdh of the Mahavyut., no. 103-108) - namely, sila, samddhi, prajna, vimukti, vimuktijnanadarsana 
-, these four concentrations ‘by connection’ ( samsarga ) are the right views of the nobles (diya), pure 
(i andsrava ), supraworldly ( lokottara ) and linked to the Path ( mdrgdhga ); this is the view found in the 
noble mind, purified, joined to the way, following the noble Path. See Majjhima, III, p. 72. 

136 p or the Trade. the five indriyas concern the Path and the auxiliaries to enlightenment exclusively. 
The canonical sources cited above (p. 1125F) are less precise: according to them, faith ( sraddhd) , rather, 
would have the Buddha as object. 

On the order of the indriyas, cf. Kosa, VI, p. 287. 

137 See above, p. 64IF. 
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The five faculties and the five strengths come under the aggregate of volition ( samskdraskandha ), are 
always associated ( sadasamprayukta ), are mental events ( caitasikadharma ) accompanying the mind 
(cittdnuparivartin ); they arise with the mind, endure with the mind and perish with the mind. 

When one possesses them, the mind is in right concentration ( samyaksamadhi ); when one does not possess 
them, the mind falls into wrong concentrations ( mithyasamadhi ). 

6. The Seven Members of Enlightenment 


On the seven members of enlightenment ( sapta sambodhyanga), see the explanations aove (p. 1149F). 

[203a] 

Question. - You previously gave the meaning but you did not speak from the Abhidharma point of view. 

Answer. - It is necessary here to repeat what was said above (p. 1170F) in regard to the four foundations of 
mindfulness ( smrtyupasthdna ). 

The seven members of enlightenment are formless (arupin), invisible ( anidarsana ), non-resistant 
(apratigha), pure ( andsrava ), conditioned (samskrta), resulting from causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ), 
included in the three times (tryadhvasamgrhita), included in name ( ndmasamgrhita ), included in the outer 
bases of consciousness ( bdhydyatanasamgrhita ) and not to be destroyed by seeing (na darsanena 
prahdtavya), things to be cultivated (bhdvanadharma) and non-defiled things (asamsklistadharma), being 
fruit (phala ) and involving a fruit (saphala), being neither feeling (na vedand) nor matter derived 
(bhautika, updddya rupa) from the four great elements, nor cause associated with existence (na 
bhavanasamprayuktahetu). Two sections of the good ( kusala ) contain the seven members of enlightenment 
and the seven members of enlightenment contain two sections of the good. [The members of 
enlightenment] are dissociated from bad, indeterminate, impure dharmas and dharmas containing impurity 
(akusala-avydkrta-dsrava-sdsravadharma-viprayukta). Two sections of the anasrava include the seven 
members of enlightenment and the seven members of enlightenment include two secions of the anasrava. 

These various things have been discussed fully in the Ts ’ien-nan ‘The Thousand Aporias’.139 


There is only a difference in intensity between the five indriyas and the five balas : see above, p. 
1127F; Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 141, p. 726M3-20: Kosa, VI, p. 286. 

139 Prakaranapada, T 1541, k. 10, p. 679c9 foil.; T 1542, k. 15, p. 753a. - Cf. Vibhanga, p. 232-234. 
On the Chapter of the Thousand Aporias, see above, p. 117 IF, note 1. 
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7. The Eight Members of the Path 


On the eight members of the noble Path (aryastangamarga), see what has been said above (p. 1150F). 

1. [The first member], right view ( samyakdrsti ), is the wisdom mentioned in regard to the four foundations 
of mindfulness ( smrtyupasthana ), the faculty of wisdom ( prajnendriya ), the strength of wisdom 
( prajndbala ) and the member of enlightenment called discernment of dharmas 
( dharmapravicayasambodhyanga ). 

2. [The second member], right thought ( samyaksamkalpa ), is, at the time of contemplating the four truths 
( satydnupasyand ), associated with a pure mind ( andsravacittasamprayukyta ): it is a reflection ( tarka ), an 
enquiry ( vitarka ), an understanding ( avabodha ), an examination (; mimdmsa ). 

3. [The sixth member], right effort ( samyagvydydma ) has already been mentioned in regard to the four right 
efforts ( samyakpradhdna ), the faculty of exertion (viryendriya), the strength of exertion ( viiyabala ) and the 
member of enlightenment called exertion ( viryasambodhyanga). 

4. [The seventh member], right attentiveness ( samyaksmrti ), has already been mentioned in regard to the 
faculty of attentiveness ( smrtindriya ), the strength of attentiveness ( smrtibala ) and the member of 
enlightenment called attentiveness ( smrtisambodhyanga ). 

5. [The eighth member], right concentration ( samyaksamadhi ) has already been mentioned in regard to the 
bases of magical power (rddhipada ), the faculty of concentration ( samddhindriya ), the strength of 
concentration ( samddhibala ) and the member of enlightenment called concentration 
(, samadhisambodhyanga ). 

Now it is necessary to speak [of the three remaining members]: right speech ( samyagvdc ), right action 
(samyakkarmanta) and right livelihood ( samyagajiva ). 

6. [The third member or samyagvdc]. - With the exception of the four bad ways of livelihood 
(, mithydjiva ),140 fixing vocal actions (vakkarmapragrahana) and, by means of a pure wisdom 
(i andsravaprajnd ), rejecting and eliminating bad vocal actions ( vdhmithydkarman ). 

7. [The fourth member or samyakkarmanta.] - For right action ( samyakkarmanta ), it is the same [allowing 
for a few minor variations]. 

8. [The fifth member or samyagajiva.] - By means of a pure wisdom (anasravaprajn a), to reject and 
eliminate the five bad ways of livelihood is right livelihood ( samyagdjfva ). 

Question. - What are the five bad ways of livelihood (mithydjiva)! ' ^' Answer. - a. Out of love for profit 
(lahalobha), to manifest all kinds of wonders (dscaiya) by cheating ( kuhdna ). 


140 These will be discussed in regard to the fifth member or samyagajiva. 

141 The five bad ways of livelihood are formulated in sybilline terms which have severely tested the 
wisdom of translators. Besides, the texts show many variations: 
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b. Out of love for profit, to boast about one’s own qualities ( svagunalapand). 

c. Out of love for profit, to predict good luck ( svasti ) or bad luck ( asvasti ) to people. 

d. Out of love for profit, to proclaim loudly ( uccais ) one’s own power (prabhdva) in order to frighten 
people and make them respect oneself. 


a. Pali sources. - Majjhima, III, p. 75: Katamo ca bhikkliave miccha-ajivo. Kuhana, lapand, 
nemittakata, nippesikatd, labhena labham nijigimsanata. -Transl. I. B. Horner, Middle Length Sayings, 
III, p. 118: ‘Trickery, cajolery, insinuating, dissembling, rapacity for gain upon gain’. Scholarly notes 
justify this translation. 

Dlgha, I, p. 8, 67; Anguttara, III, p. Ill: Kuhakd ca honti, lapakd ca, nemittikd ca, nippesikd ca, 
labhena ca labham nijigimsitaro iti. - Transl. L. Renou, Canon bonddhiqnepdli, vol.. I, fasc. 1, 1949, p. 
8: ‘They become swindlers, boasters, soothsayers, jugglers, seeking to gain profit upon profit.’ 

The Pali commentaries pile synonym upon synonym and are not of much help: cf. Vibhanga, p. 
352-353 (reproduced in Visuddhimagga, ed. Warren, p. 19); Sumangalavilasinl, I, p. 91-92: 
Papancasudam, IV, p. 134; Manorathapuram, III, p. 273, 412. 

b. Sanskrit sources. - Kosavyakhya, p. 420: 1) kuhana, 2) lapand, 3) naimittikatd, 4) naispesitd, 
5) labhena IdbhaniscikTrsd. 

Bodh. bhiimi, p. 168: 1) kuhana, 2) lapand, 3) naimittikd , 4) naispesikatd, 5) labhena labham 
niscikirsuta. 

Abhidharmadlpa, p. 309: 1) kuhana, 2) lapand, 3) naimittikatd, 4) naispesikatd, 5) labhena 
labhasya niscikirsatd. 

Mahavyut., no. 2493-97: 1) kuhana = nan pa, 2. lapand = kha=gsag, 3. naispesikatva = thob 
kyis hjal ba, thob cih hjal ba, 4) naimittikatva = g€og slon, 5) labhena Idbhanispddanatd = rned pas ened 
pa sgrub pa. - For the Chinesse translations, see Hiuan-tsang (T 1579, k. 41, p. 518a7), preferable to the 
translations adopted by the editions of the Mahavyutpatti. 

In the Lexicalisches annexed to his edition of the Bodh. bhumi, p. 21-26, U. Wogihara has 
succeeded in defining the meaning of these five expressions. Edgerton’s Hybrid Sansb-it Dictionaiy (p. 
189, 461, 312, 313, 462) is mainly inspired by Wogihara. 

The explanations given here by the Traite may be found mainly in the Abhidharmadlpa, p. 310: 
Abhutagunadarsandrtham frydpathavikalpakre caittavisesah kuhana. Ldbhdrtham eva 
gunapriyalapanahd lapand. Upakarandrthitvanimittadarsanakrc caittaviseso naimittikatd. 
Paragunavad dosavacananispesanah’d eva caitasiko naispesikatd. 
LabdhaldbhakhydpanendnyaldbhaniscikTrsanatd labhena labhasya niscikirsatd. 

The five bad ways of livelihood are thus special mental evenrs {caittaviseso). Kuhana, cheating, 
resorts to various attitudes to show qualities that one does not have. Lapand, boasting, consists of 
praising one’s own qualities towards one’s own interest. Naimittikatd, divination, under pretext of 
rendering service, to interpret favorable or unfavorable signs. Naispesikatd, extortion, to snatch a favor 
by means of threats. Labhena labhaniscikfrsatd, to try to grab new profit by virtue of a profit previously 
won. 
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e. Out of love for profit, to speak of offerings already obtained ( labdhapuja) in order to encourage [other] 
people [to give in their turn]. 


These eight right paths ( samyagmarga ) are arranged into three groups ( skandha ): 

a. Three of them, [right speech ( samyagvdc ), right action (samyakkar manta) and right livelihood 
(samyagajiva)], make up the class of morality (silaskandha). 

b. Three others, [right effort ( samyagvydydma ), right mindfulness ( samyaksmrti ) and right concentration 
(. samyaksamddhi )], make up the class of concetration (, samadhislandha ). 

c. Two, finally, [right view ( samyagdrsti ) and right thinking ( samyaksamkalpa )], make up the class of 
wisdom (prajndskandha)} 42 

The class of wisdom and the class of concentration are as above. Now we must talk about the class of 
morality. 

The class of morality ( silaskandha ) has form ( rupasvabhdva ), is invisible ( anidarsana ), non-resistant 
(i apratigha ), pure ( andsrava ), conditioned ( samskrta ), non-retribution ( avipdka ), the result of causes and 
conditions ( hetupratyayaja ), included in the three times (tryadhvasamgrhfta), included in form 
(rupasamgrhfta), not included in name ( na ndmasamgrhita), included in the outer bases of consciousness 
(bahydyatanasamgrhrtd), not to be destroyed by meditation (na bhdvanayd prahatavya ) and not to be 
destroyed by seeing (na darsanena prahatavya), something to be cultivated (bhdvanadharma) and 
something non-defiled (asamklistadharma), being fruit ( phala ) and involving a fruit (saphala), not being 
either feeling (na vedanadharma) nor derived from the four great elements (na bhautika), not something of 
subordinate rank (na sottaradharma) nor a cause associated with existence (na bhavasamprayuktahetu). 

One section of the good (kusala) includes (samgrhita) three [members of [203b] the] right path and these 
three [members of the right path] include a section of the good. The members are dissociated from the bad, 
indeterminate, impure or involving impurity dharmas (akusala-avydkrta-sasrava-sdsravadharma- 
viprayukta). 

One dharma of the anasrava includes three [other members of] the right path, and these three members also 
include one dharma of the anasrava. 

These various explanations are presented in full in the Abhidharma. 


142 Culavedallasutta of the Majjhima, I, p. 301 (Tchong a han, T 26, k. 58, p. 788c9-12), cited in 
Atthasalim, p. 305: Na kho Visdkha ariyena atthahgikena .... dhammdpahhdkhande sahgaitd ti. 

For these three elements (skandha) of the eightfold path, see also Dlgha, I, p. 206; Anguttara, I, 
p. 125, 291; II, p. 20; III, p. 15-16; V, p. 326; Itivuttaka, p. 51; Nettippakarana, p. 64, 126. 
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8. Distribution of the Auxiliaries in the Stages ^ ? 


1. The thirty-seven auxiliaries of enlightenment ( bodhipaksikadharma ) are all present in the stage of the 
first dhyana ( prathamadhyana ). 

2. In the stage of the anagamya [preliminaery absorption of the first dhyana], there are thirty-six auxiliaries, 
excluding the member of enlightenment called joy {pntisambodhyanga ). 

3. In the second dhyana ( dvvitfyadhydna ), there are also thirty-six auxiliaries, excluding [the member of the 
path] called right thinking {samyaksamkalpamarganga). 

4. In the intermediate dhyana ( dhydndntara ) [subdivision of the first dhyana], in the third dhyana 
( trtfyadhydna ) and in the fourth dhyana ( caturthadhydna ), there are thirty-five auxiliaries, excluding the 
member of enlightenment called joy {pntisambodhyanga) and excluding the [member of the path called] 
right thinking {samyaksamkalpamarganga). 

5. In the [first] three formless absorptions (drupyasamdpatti), there are thirty-two auxiliaries, excluding the 
member of enlightenment called joy {pntisambodhyanga) and [the members of the path {margdhga) called] 
right thinking (samyaksamkalpa), right speech {samyagvdc), right action {samyakkarmdnta) and right 
livelihood {samyagdjfva). 

6. In the summit of existence {bhavdgra) [or fourth formless absorption], there are twenty-two auxiliaries, 
excluding the seven members of enlightenment {sambodhyahga) and the eight members of the noble path 
(dryamdrganga). 

7. In the desire realm (, kamadhatu ), there are also twenty-eight auxiliaries [excluding the sambodhyahgas 
and the eight mdrgdhgas). 


143 These are the eleven stages {bhumi) of birth {npapatti) and concentration {samddhi) accepted by the 
Vaibhasikas (Kosa, VI, p. 236; VII, p. 71), namely: 

1) kamadhatu 

2) anagamya or preliminary absorption {sdmantaka) of the first dhyana 

3) first dhyana 

4) dhydndntara , higher type of the first dhyana 

5-7) second, third and fourth dhydnas 

8-11) the four drupyasamdpattis, formless absorptions, the fourth of which is also listed under 
the name of bhavdgra, summit of existence. 

For further details, see above, p. 1027-1034F, and the note on p. 1035F. 

In regard to the distribution of the auxiliaries among the eleven stages, the Traite adopts the 
viws here of the Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 96, p. 497c4-15, which will be taken up again in the 
Abhidharmamrta, T 1553, k. 2, p. 977c21-26 (reconstr. Sastri, p. 117), Kosa, VI, p. 291-292 and 
Abhidharmadlpa, p. 365. 
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This information is valid for the system of the sravakas. 


Third Section THE AUXILIARIES ACCORDING TO THE 
MAHAYANA 


Question. - What is the meaning ( artlia ) of these thirty-seven auxiliaries as taught in the Mahayana? 


I. THE FOUR FOUNDATIONS OF MINDFULNESS 


Answer. - The bodhisattva-mahasattva practices the four foundations of mindfulness ( smrtyupasthana ). 


1. Mindfulness of body 


He contemplates his inner body as impermanent, suffering, like a sickness, like an ulcer (so 
'dhyatmakdyam unityato duhkhato rogato gandatah samanupasyati ),144 a mass of rotting flesh (read jou 
tsiu), filled with impurities ( asuciparipurna ), oozing from nine gates (navadvdra)^^ anc j a veritable 
walking latrine. In the same way, he contemplates the repulsive nakedness of the body where there is not 
even one pure place. 

This ‘pile of bones, equipped with flesh and blood, wrapped with tendons’ (asthisamkalika samdsalohita 
sndyusambandhd) J 46 ^j s i ea ther bag, that has as causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ) the impure actions 
(sasravakarman) of earlier lives ( purvajanman ), is provided in this life ( ihajanman ) with baths ( sndpana ), 
flowers (puspa) perfumes ( gandha ), clothes (vastra), food (dhdra), beds and seats ( sayasana ), remedies 
and medicines ( gldnapmtyayabhaisajya ), etc. It is like a two-wheeled cart ( dvicakra rathd) which, when 
drawn by the power of an ox ( gobala ), can move: the causes and conditions of the two lifetimes produce 
the ‘cart’ of the body and, pulled by this ‘ox’ which is the consciousness (vijndna), it turns, goes forwards 
and backwards. 


144 Canonical reminiscence: cf. Majjhima, I, p. 500: Ayam kayo ritpT... cmiccato dukkhcito rogato 
gandato sallato aglmto dbddhato parato palokato sunnato anattato samanupassitabbo. Same wording in 
Majjhima, I, p. 435. 

145 See above, p. 1154F, n. 2. 

146 Also a canonical expression: cf. Dlgha, II, p. 296; Majjhima, I, p. 58, 89; Anguttara, III, p. 324. For 
the Sanskrit correspondents, see Edgerton, Dictionary, p. 85 under asthi-sakatd. 
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This body formed by of the complex of the four great elements ( caturmahabhutasamagri) is not real 
(i abhuta) and without substance ( asdra ), like a ball of foam ( phenapindu ). 7 

This body is impermanent ( anitya ) and must perish after a time. The physical characteristics ( kayalaksana ) 
are not found inside the body, nor outside, nor in between the two ( na te ‘dhyatmam na bahirdha 
nobhayam antarenopalabhyante). 

The body itself does not know itself: it is ignorant (ajna), inactive ( akdraka ), like the tiles ( kathalla ) and 
stones ( sila) of a wall ( kudya ). 

In this body there are no definite physical characteristis ( kdyanimitta ). There is no person who makes the 
body nor anyone who makes him make it. In this body there is no earlier term ( purvanta ) nor later term 
(i apardnta ) nor middle term ( madhydnta ). 

Eighty thousand types of worms (, krmikula ), ^ innumerable sicknesses ( vyddhi), hunger and thirst 
( ksutpipdsd), cold and heat ( sftosna ) and weaknesses always torment the body. 


147 The phenapindupamam rupam of Samyutta, III, p. 142; see above, p. 370F. 

148 According to the Visuddhimagga, ed. Warren, p. 193-194, the body is inhabited by eighty families 
of worms ( kikikula ) located in the skin, hide, flesh, tendons, bones, marrow, and which feed there: 

“There they are born, live, die and fill their greater and lesser needs: the body is their maternity ward, 
their hospital, their cemetery, their latrine ditch and even dies under their rage.” According to the same 
text, p. 213, the stomach itself is occupied by thirty-two types of worms, round worms, ribbon worms, 
thread worms, etc., ever in turmoil: when the body is on a light diet, the worms jump around crying and 
strike against the heart region; when the body is fed, they rush to seize the mouthfuls of food. - 
According to the Milindapanha, p. 100, these undesirable and undesired guests come into the body and 
multiply there by the power of bad actions. 

The Mahayana texts go so far as to postulate the presence in the body of eighty-four thousand 
types of worms. The Udayanavatsarajapariprccha, cited in the Siksasamuccaya, p. 81, actually says: 
Asitim krimikulasahasrani ydni tisthanti antare. 

The wise person puts up with their presence. According to the Ratnaktita (T 310, k. 114, p. 
645b4-6), the forest-dwelling monk ( aranyabhiksu ), when he is about to eat, has the following thought: 
“In this body there are at present 80,000 types of worms. When the worms get this food, they will all be 
safe; now I am going to attract these worms with this food.” - According to the Avatamsaka (T 279, k. 
21, p. 112cl2-15: cf. T 278, k. 12, p. 476bl2-15), at the time of the bodhisattva’s meal, he has the 
following thought: “In my body there are 80,000 types of worms; they live in me; when my body is 
filled, they too are filled; when my body suffers from hunger, they too suffer from hunger. Now by 
taking this food and drink (pdnabhojana ), I hope that these beings may be replete. Therefore I am myself 
eating this food so as to make a gift to them; I do not desire the taste of it.” 

But the great Bodhisattva, the ‘irreversible’ bodhisattva (avinivartanfya or avaivartikd) does not 
have to formulate such intentions, for one of his numerous privileges is to be completely free of worms. 
In the Astasahasrika, p. 326, we read: Ydni khalupunar anyesdm sattvdndm asTtih kurmikulasahasrani 
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The bodhisattva-mahasattva who considers the body in this way knows that there is neither his own body 
(dtmakdya) nor the body of another (parakdya ). There is neither master ( isvara ) nor agent ( kdraka ) who 
makes this body. Empty of characteristics (laksanasunya), the body arises from unreal causes and 
conditions (, abhutahetupratyaya ): this body that has but nominal existence ( prajnaptisat) depends on 
previous actions ( purvakarman ) as causes and conditions. 

The bodhisattva then says to himself: “I must not spare the life of the body. Why? The bodily 
characteristics do not unite and do not separate, they do not come and they do not go, they are not born and 
they are not destroyed; they do not rest upon anything.” 

Pursuing the examination of the body, he says to himself: “Being without ‘I’ ( anatman ) and without ‘mine’ 
(i anatmiya ), this body is empty ( sunya ). Being empty, it does not have any male (purusa) or female (stri) 
characteristics. Being without characteristics ( animitta ), it is not to be wished for ( apranihita ).” [203c] 

Thinking thus, the bodhisattva enters into the gate of knowledge ( jnanamukha ) called ‘wishlessness’ 
(apranihita). He knows that the body is not to be considered in the sense that it arises only from a complex 
of engendering causes and conditions (hetupratyayasamagri). But these causes and conditions that produce 
the body also come from mistakes ( bhrdnti ) and errors ( vipaiydsa ). In these causes and conditions, the 
nature of cause and conditiona is also lacking, and the arising of causes and condtions is really a non¬ 
arising ( anutpdda ). 

Reflecting thus, the bodhisattva knows that the body, from the beginning, is without the nature of arising 
(utpddalaksana). He knows that this body, without characteristics (animitta), is ungraspable (agrdhya). 
Since it is not born, it is without characteristics and, not having any characteristics, it is not bom. Only 
stupid worldly people (bdlaprthagjana) speak about the body. 

When the bodhisattva considers the true nature (bhutalaksana) of the body in this way, he eliminates all 
desire (rdga) and all attachments (sahgacitta) and, always fixing his attention on the body, he pursues the 
examination of the body. That is what is called mindfulness of body (kdyasmrtyupasthdna) for the 
bodhisattva. 

It is the same in regard to the consideration of the outer body (bahirdhdkdya) and the consideration of the 
inner and outer body (adhydtmabahirdhdkdya). 


kdye sambhavati tdni tasya kdye sarvena sai'vathd sarvam na sambhavanti. tat kasya hetoh. tathd hi 
tasya tdni kusalamuldni sarvalokdbhyugatdni bhavanti: “Moreover, these eighty thousand types of 
worms that are in the bodies of other beings are never found in his body. Why? Because for him these 
roots of good transcend the entire world.” This privilege of the avaivartika is mentioned in all the 
versions of the Prajna: cf. Pancavimsati, T 223, k. 16, p. 339c27; Mahaprajnaparamita, T 220, k. 326, p. 
666b4-5; k. 448, p. 261c26-28; k. 514, p. 627bl3-14; k. 549, p. 826M0-11; k. 562, p. 901al6. Note also, 
that according to Taoist ideas, grain takes birth in the bodies of the worms which eat away at vitality. On 
this subject, see H. Maspero, Melanges Posthumes, I, 1950, p. 98 seq. 
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2. Mindfulness of feeling 


How does the bodhisattva consider feelings (vedanap. He considers inner feeling ( adhydtmavedand). This 
feeling is of three kinds: unpleasant ( duhkha ), pleasant ( sukha ) neither unpleasant nor pleasant 
(i aduhkhasukha ). These feelings do not come from anywhere and, once destroyed, do not go anywhere. 
They arise only from error ( bhranti), mistakes ( vipaiydsa ) and thought-construction ( vikalpa ). They are 
fruit of retribution ( vipdkaphala ), depending on causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya) constituted by the 
actions of previous lifetimes (purvajankakarman ). 

In this way, the bodhisattva considers these feelings that are neither in the past ( atita ) nor in the future 
(andgata) nor in the present (pratyutpanna ). He knows that these feelings are empty ( sunya ), without ‘I’ 
(i anatman ) or ‘mine’ ( andtmfya ), impermanent ( anitya ) and changing ( viparindmadharman ). Considering 
the feelings distributed in the three times ( tiyadhvan) as empty (sunya), without characteristics (dnimitta) 
and unworthy of being considered ( apranihita ), he penetrates into the gates of deliverance 
(vimoksamukha)}^ 

He also considers the arising ( utpdda ) and the cessation ( nirodha ) of feelings. He knows that feelings are 
not united, are not separated, do not arise and do not cease. Thus he penetrates into the gate of non¬ 
production ( anutpddamukha ). 

He knows that feelings do not arise, are without characteristics (dnimitta) and, being without 
characteristics, are not born. 

Knowing this, he is not attached to the objects (alambana) of the mind. If he experiences an unpleasant 
feeling (duhkha), pleasant feeling (sukha) or a neither unpleasant nor pleasant feeling (aduhkhasukha), his 
mind does not feel it (na vedayati), is not attached to it (ndbhinivisate), does not rest on it (ndsrayate). 

Considering feelings in this way (etena parydyena) is what is called mindfulness of feelings 
(vedandsmrtyupasthdna) for the bodhisattva. 

It is the same in regard to the consideration of outer feeling (bahirdhdvedand) and the consideration of both 
inner and outer feeling (adhydtmabahirdhdvedana). 

3. Mindfulness of mind 


What is mindfulness of mind (cittasmrtyupasthdna) for the bodhisattva? The bodhisattva considers the 
inner mind (adhydtmacitta). This inner mind has three characteristics (laksana): arising (utpdda), duration 
(sthiti) and cessation (bhahga). He has the following thought: “This mind comes from nowhere and once 
destroyed, does not go anywhere. It arises only from a complex of inner and outer causes and conditions 
(adhyatmabahirdhahetupratyayasamagri).” 

149 The three samddhis which will be studied in the following chapter. 
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This mind has no fixed and real nature, has no real birth, duration or cessation ( utpadasthitibhanga ); it does 
not occur in past ( atfta ), future ( andgata ) or present ( pratyutpanna ) existence. 

This mind is neither inner nor outer nor between the two (na tad adhyatmam na bahirdhd nobhayam 
antarenopalabhyate). 

This mind is also without intrinsic nature ( nihsvabhava ) and without characteristics ( nirmitta ) and there is 
nothing that arises or anything that makes it arise. Outwardly, there are various ( ndndvidha ) mixed ( misra ) 
causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ), namely, the six objects ( visaya ); inwardly, there are erroneous 
notions (vipantasamjnd). But due to the succession of births and cessations ( utpddanirodhaprabandha ), the 
name of mind ( citta ) is habitually given to all of that. 

The true nature of the mind ( cittasya bhutalaksana ) does not exist ( nopalabhyate ) in this mind. In its 
intrinsic nature ( svabhdvena ), the mind is not born ( notpadyate ) and does not cease (na nirudhyate). This 
mind is always [204a] luminous ( prabhasrava ) but, because of adventitious passions (dgantuka klesa ), we 
[wrongly] speak of the soiled mind (upaklistacitta). 

The mind does not recognize itself. Why? Because this mind is empty of characteristics of mind 
(cittalaksanasunya). From the beginning to the end, this mind has no real attributes. 

This mind is not joined with nor separated from dharmas. It has neither an anterior term ( purvdnta ) nor a 
posterior term ( apardnta ) nor a middle term (madhyanta). It has neither color (rupa), shape ( samsthdna) 
nor resistance (pratigha ). It arises only from mistakes ( vipaiydsa ) and error ( bhrdnti ). 

This mind is empty ( sunya ), without ‘I’ ( andtman ), without ‘mine’ ( andtmiya ), impermanent ( anitya ) and 
unreal ( asat ). That is a consideration in accordance with the mind. 

Knowing that the nature of the mind is unborn is to enter into ‘the dharmas that do not arise’ 
(anutpattikadharma). Why? Because this mind is without birth ( utpdda ), without intrinsic nature 
(svabhdva) and without characteristics (laksana). The wise person ( jndnin ) can know it. And although the 
wise person considers the characteristics of birth ( utpdda ) and cessation ( nirodha ) of this mind, he will find 
no true birth, no true cessation. Not finding any defilement (samklesa) or purification ( vydvadan ) in it, he 
discovers this luminosity of the mind ( cittasya prabhasvara), a luminosity by virtue of which the mind is 
not defiled by the adventitious passions (na khale dgantukair upaklesair upaklisyate ). ^0 


150 Concerning the nature of the mind (citta), the general tendency of the Canon is clear. Mind (citta, 
manas) and consciousness (vijndna) are synonymous. Vijndna constitutes the fifth skandha and, like all 
the aggregates, it is transitory, suffering and impersonal. 

However, we find, in the Canon, some passages that seem to attribute to the mind a more stable, 
almost transcendental, value. Actually, in Anguttara, I, p. 10 and in Atthasalim, p. 140, we read: 
Pablwssaram idam bhikkhave cittam tan ca dgantukehi upakkileseslii upakkiiittam... tan ca kho 
dgantukehi upakkilesehi vippamuttam: “This mind is luminous, but sometimes it is defiled by 
adventitious passions; sometimes it is free of these adventitious passions.” 
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This is how the bodhisattva considers the inner mind (adhyatmacitta), and it is the same in regard to the 
outer mind ( bahirdhdcitta ) and the both inner and outer mind ( adhydtmabahirdhdcitta ). 

4. Mindfulness of dhannas 


How does the bodhisattva practice mindfulness of dharmas ( dharmasmrtyupasthana )? He considers that all 
dharmas are neither on the inside nor on the outside nor in between ( na te ‘dhydtmam na bahirdha 
nobhayam antarenopalabhyante ); they they are not in the past ( atfta ) lifetime, the future ( andgata) 
lifetime, or the present ( pratyurpanna ) lifetime. They arise only from the complex of causes and conditions 
(hetupratyayasdmagri) and wrong views ( mithyddrsrti ). There is no fixed reality; there is no dharma that is 
any dharma whatsoever. 

In the dharmas there is no characteristic of dharmas and there is no dharma that unites or is separated. All 
dharmas are non-existent like space (dkdsa); all dharmas are deceptive like a magic show (mdyd)^l . The 


Basing themselves on this passage, certain sects of the Lsesser Vehicle say that the mind is 
originally and naturally luminous ( cittam prabhasvaram) but that it may be soiled ( klista ) by the passions 
(klesa ) or liberated ( vipramukta ) from the passions. The latter are not the original nature of the mind and 
are described as adventitious (dgantuka). 

Among the sects advocating this maximalist interpretation, one may cite the Mahasamghika (cf. 
A. Bareau, Les Sectes bouddhiques, p. 67-68, no. 44), the Vibhajyavadin (ibid., p. 175, no. 23; Vibhasa, 

T 1545, k. 27, p. 140b25-26), the practitioners of the Sariputrabhidharma (ibid., p. 194, no. 6; 
Sariputrabhidharma, T 1548, k. 27, p. 697bl8) and the Andhaka (Kathavatthu, p. 238-241). 

But the major schools of the Lesser Vehicle resolutely rejected this interpretation. No, the mind 
is not naturally and originally pure; on the contrary, it is originally defiled by passion and action, and the 
efforts of the candiate for sainthood consist precisely of eliminating defiled minds (cf. Atthasalim, p. 

140,1. 24-29; Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 27, p. 149b-c; Kosa, VI, p. 299; Nyayanusarasastra, T 1562, k. 72, p. 
731c). 

For the Greater Vehicle in general and the Prajnaparamita in particular, the alleged luminous 
mind of which the Anguttara spoke is in reality a non-mind ( cittam acittam), the pure and simple non¬ 
existence of the mind ( cittdbhdvamdtm ): that which does not exist cannot be defiled nor purified (cf. 
Astasahasrika, p. 5-6;Pancavimsati, p. 121,1. 12-122,1. 11; Satasahasrika, p. 495,1. 3-21; aloka, p. 38,1. 
24-26; 40,1. 6; Suvikrantavikramin, p. 85,1. 15-86,1. 6). 

This is the position which the Traite is defending here, reserving itself to return to the subject 
later (k. 41, p. 363a20 seq). 

For further details, see introduction to Vimalaklrti, p. 51-60. 

151 These two examples are part of the stock phrases of the ten comparisons explained above, like 
space, p. 364-368F; like a magic show, p. 358-363F. 
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purity of nature ( svabhdvavisuddhi ) of dharmas 152 has no contact with defilement ( samklesa ). Dharmas 
are not felt ( vedita) because feelings ( vedana) do not exist; dharmas are not cognized (jndta) because the 
mind ( citta) and mental events ( caitasikadharma ) are deceivers. 

Considering things in this way, the bodhisattva sees neither identity ( ekatva ) nor difference ( anyatvd) 
among dharmas. He considers that all dharmas are empty ( sunya ) and without self ( andtman ). Thus, he has 
the following thought: 

Coming from causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ), all dharmas have no intrinsic nature ( svabhdva ) and 
are empty of reality ( tattvasunya ). Being empty of reality, they have no characteristics ( animitta ). Not 
having characteristics, they are not to be taken into consideration ( apranihita ). Not being taken into 
considertion, one does not see any dharma that is born, that perishes or that lasts. In this wisdom ( prajna), 
the bodhisattva penetrates into the gateway of ‘conviction that dharmas do not arise’ 
( anutpattikadharmaksanti ). 

From that time on, even if he notices birth ( utpdda ) or cessation ( nirodha ) among dharmas, he enters into 
the gateway of ‘signlessness’ (animitta). Why? Because all dharmas are without characteristics. That is 
what is understood by the wise person ( jnanin ). 

Considering things in this way, he is not attached to objects of the mind ( cittdlambana ) and, while 
submitting ( anugacchan ) to the characteristics of dharmas ( dhannalaksana ), he does not think about the 
body ( kdya) or ahout feeling ( vedana) or about the mind (citta) or about dharmas. He knows that these four 
things are without a basis (apratisthdna)} 53 

That is mindfulness of inner dharmas ( adhyatmadhanna ). It is the same for mindfulness of outer dharmas 
(bahirdhddhanna) and mindfulness of both inner and outer dharmas ( adhydtmabahirdhddharma ). 


II. - III. THE FOUR RIGHT EFFORTS AND THE FOUR BASES OF MAGICAF 
POWER 


The four right efforts ( samyakpradhana) and also the four bases of magical power (rddhipada) should be 
analyzed in the same way and considered as empty (sunya) and without basis ( apratisthdna). 


IV. THE FIVE FACUETIES 


What are the five faculties (indriya) as practiced by the bodhisattva? The bodhisattva-mahasattva considers 
(anupasyati) and cultivates ( bhdvayati ) the five faculties. 


152 have just seen that this purity of nature is a pure and simple ( cittabhavamatra) non-existence. 

153 For the apratisthdna of all dharmas, see VimalakTrti, p. 47-51, 269-271, 283. 
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1. The faculty of faith ( sraddhendriya ). - The bodhisattva believes that all dharmas arise from causes and 
conditions (hetupratyaya ), arise from mistakes ( viparydsa ) and wrong views ( mithyadrsti ), like a fire-brand 
brandished in a circle [204b] ( aldtrackara ),154 like a dream ( svapna ), like a magic show ( maya). 

He believes that dharmas are impure ( asuddha ), impermanent ( anitya ), suffering ( duhkha ), without self 
(i anatmaka ), like a sickness ( roga ), like an ulcer ( ganda ), like a thorn ( salya ), subject to deterioration and 
ruin. 

He believes that all dharmas are non-existent (asat), like an empty fist deceiving little children 
(balolldpanariktamustivat). 155 

He believes that there are no dharmas in the past ( atfta ) or in the future ( andgata ) or in the present 
( pratyutpanna ), that they come from nowhere and, once destroyed, they go nowhere. 

He believes that dharmas are empty ( simya ), without characteristics (dnimitta ), not to be considered 
(i apranihita ), unborn ( anutpanna ) and non-destroyed ( aniruddha ). Despite this wishlessness (read wou-tso) 
and this signlessness, he believes [in the five pure elements or ( andsravaskandha)]: i ) morality (slid), ii) 
concentration ( samddhi ), Hi) wisdom (prajhd), iv) deliverance ( vimukti ), v) knowledge and vision of 
deliverance (vimuktijnanadarsana). 

Because he has acquired this faculty of faith, the bodhisattva is non-regressing ( avaivartika ). Taking the 
faculty of faith as the major one, he skillfully becomes established in morality ( sila ). When he is 
established in morality, his mind of faith is unmoving ( acala ) and firm. He believes with his whole mind 
(ekacittena). He depends on the retribution of the fruit of action ( karmaphalavipdka ), rejects wrong views 
(mithyadrsti), no longer believes in the words of others (paravacana). He accepts only the Buddha’s 
teachings; he believes in the Community (samgha) and he becomes established in the true Path (marga). He 
is of right mind (rjucitta), gentle (mrdu) and patient (ksamavat). His supernatural powers (abhijhd) are 
unhindered (apratigha), immobile (acala) and indestructible (aksaya); he acquires mastery of powers 
(balavasitd). 

This is called the faculty of faith. 


For the aldtacakra, see above, p. 372F, n. 1. 

155 This comparison is unknown to the Tripitaka I [Lamotte] think, but is frequent in the 
Mahayanasutras: Lalitavistara, p. 176,1. 4; 212,1. 14 (cited in Siksasamuccaya, p. 238,1. 2; Panjika, p. 
532,1. 10): bdlolldpana riktamustivat. 

Suvikrantavikramin, p. 92,1. 23: riktamustisama hi sarvadharma vasikasvabhavalaksanatayd. 
See also Mahavyut., no. 2831;Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, k. 18, p. 737a4; Sutra of the sermon 
given by Pindola Bharadvaja to king Udayana, T 1690, k. 1, p. 786bl 1; Traite, T 1509, k. 20, p. 21 la5; 1. 
43, p. 375al4. 

The Ratnakuta (T 310, k. 90, p. 519a7-8) explains the comparisom: It is as if one were fooling a 
little child with an empty fist; one opens one’s hand, but there is nothing in the empty fist; then the child 
weeps and cries. 
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2. The faculty of exertion ( vTryendriya ). - Day and night ( ahamisam ), the bodhisattva always develops 
exertion ( virya ). He rejects the five obstacles ( pancanivarana ) and protects the five faculties ( pancendriya ). 
He wants to find, understand, practice, read, study and hear the profound teachings ( gambhfradharma ) of 
the sutras. 

When evil bad dharmas (pdpaka akusala dharma) have arisen, he acts so as to destroy them quickly and, if 
they have not arisen, he acts so as to prevent them from arising. As for the good dharmas ( kusaladharma ) 
that have not yet arisen, he acts so that they will arise and, if they have already arisen, he acts so as to 
develop them. He has no fondness for dharmas that are neither good nor bad 
(naivakusalanakusaladharma). 

Dedicating equal exertion to good dharmas, he advances directly and straight to the point. He develops 
right exertion ( samyagvfrya ) and, due to his concentrated mind ( samdhitacitta ), the latter is called the 
faculty of exertion ( vTryendriya ). 

3. The faculty of mindfulness ( smrtfndriya ). - The bodhisattva is always attentive ( smrtimat ) and reflective 
( samprajanat ). Wishing to perfect generosity ( ddna ), morality (if/a), meditation ( dhydna ), wisdom ( prajna) 
and deliverance ( vimukti ), wishing to purify bodily, vocal and mental actions ( kdyavdhmanaskarman ), he is 
ever attentive and reflective in his knowledge pertaining to the arising ( utpdda ), disappearance (vyayd) and 
duration-change ( sthityanyathdtva ) of dharmas. 

He reflects attentively [on the four noble truths] on suffering (, duhkha ), its origin ( samudaya ), its cessation 
( nirodha ) and the path (marga) to its cessation. 

He reflects attentively and analyzes the faculties ( indriya ), strengths (bald), the [members] of 

enlightenment (sambodhyahga) and the absorptions ( samdpatti ), deliverance (vimukti), arising (utpdda) and 
cessation (nirodha), entering and exit. 

He reflects attentively on unborn (anutpanna), non-destroyed (aniruddha), ineffective (anabhisamskdra) 
and inexpressible (anabhildpya) dharmas in order to attain the knowledge of non-production 

(anutpddajndna) and to realize fully the teachings of the Buddha. 

He reflects attentively and prevents the concepts of the sravakas from being introduced. 

The bodhisattva always reflects and never forgets. Thanks to these very profound (gambhfra), pure 
(visuddha) dharmas acquired by meditation and practice (bhdvandcdraprdpta), he attains this sovereign 
attentiveness (vibhutasmrti) called the faculty of mindfulness (smrtfndriya). 

4. The faculty of concentration (samddhfndriya). - Grasping well the characteristics (laksana) of 
concentration, the bodhisattva is able to produce all kinds of dhydnas and absorptions (samdpatti). 

He knows clearly the gates of concentration (samddhimukha); he knows how to enter into concentration 
(samddhipravesa), how to remain in concentration (samddhivihdra) and how to come out of concentration 
(samddhivyutthdna). 
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He is not attached to concentration ( na samadhim abhinivisate), does not savor it ( ndsvate ) and does not 
emphsaize it (ndsrayate). * 56 He knows well the object (dlambana ) of the concentrations and the 
destruction of this object. 157 

He also knows the objectless concentration ( andlambanasamddhi ). Without conforming to the words of 
another ( paravacana ), without conforming to any [204c] particular absorption, he practices his mastery 
(vasitd) of it and enters it and comes out of it without obstacle. 

That is what is called the faculty of concentration ( samadhfndriya ). 

5. The faculty of wisdom ( prajnendriya ). - In order to exhaust suffering (, duhkha ), the bodhisattva is 
endowed with a noble wisdom (dryaprajndsampanna ), a wisdom that eliminates the dharmas and realizes 
nirvana. With this wisdom, the bodhisattva considers the impermanence (anityata) of the threefold world 
(traidhatuka) burning with the fire of the three rottennesses and the three poisons (visayatraya)) 58 

When this consideration is finished, the bodhisattva is detached from the threefold world by means of his 
wisdom and, for him, the threefold world is transformed into the gates of deliverance ( vimoksamukha ), 
namely, emptiness ( simyatd ), wishlessness (, apranihita ) and signlessness (dnimitta ). He seeks the 
Buddhadharma attentively as if his hair were on fire (adiptasira-upama)} 59 

Nothing can destroy this wisdom of the bodhisattva: it has no support (dsraya) in the threefold world, and 
his mind constantly avoids the five objects of enjoyment ( pancakamaguna ) as he wishes ( yathestam ). 

By the power of wisdom ( prajnabala ) the bodhisattva accumulates innumerable qualities ( guna ) and, 
without hesitation or difficulty, penetrates directly into the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas. He has 
neither grief ( daurmanasya ) in samsara nor joy ( saumansaya ) in nirvana. 

The possession of this sovereign wisdom ( vibhutaprajna ) is what is called the faculty of wisdom 
( prajnendriya ). 

In other words, he avoids the concentrations associated with enjoyment (dsvddanasamprayukta) in 
order to practice only the pure ( suddhaka ) concentrations without defilements ( andsrava ): see above, p. 
1027F. 

157 On the object of the dhydnas and samapattis, see p. 1040F and, for further details, Kosa, VIII, p. 
176-177. 

158 An implicit reference to the Fire Sermon spoken by the Buddha at Gayaslrsa (Vinaya, I, p. 34; 
Catusparisad, p. 322): Sarvam bhiksava d dipt am... Kenddiptam? Rdgdgnind dvesdgnind 
mohagninadiptam.. 

As for the three (or five?) decays (chouai), they have been discussed above, p. 834F. 

159 The expression in the Sanskrit texts is usually adiptasirascailopama Tike someone whose head or 
clothes are on fire’: cf. Gandavyuha, p. 493,1. 2; Siksasamuccaya, p. 54,1. 3-4; Mahavyutpatti, no. 1802. 

The Pali texts resort preferentially to a periphrasis: Seyyathdpi bhikkhave ddittacelo vd 
dditasiso vd, tass ’ eva celassa vd sisassa vd nibbdpandya adhimattam chandan ca vdydman ca ussahan 
ca ussolhin ca appativanin ca satin ca sampapajannan ca kareyya : cf. Anguttara, II, p. 93; III, p. 307; 

IV, p. 320; V, p. 98; Samyutta, V, p. 440. 
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[.Altruism in the practice of the faculties ].160 - The bodhisattva in possession of the five faculties 
understands well (prajdndti ) the various faculties of beings. 

He understands the faculties of beings with desire ( sardga ) or without desire ( vftardga ), hateful ( sadvesa ) 
or without hatred ( vftadvesa ), stupid ( samoha ) or without stupidity (vitamoha)}^ 

He understands the faculties of beings destined to fall into the bad destinies ( durgati ), destined to be reborn 
among humans ( manusya ) or destined to be reborn among the gods ( deva ). 

He understands the beings of weak faculties ( mrdvindriya ) or of sharp faculties ( tiksnendriya ). He 
understands beings of superior ( agra ), medium ( madhya ) or lower ( avara ) faculties. 

He understands the faculties of guilty ( sdpattika ) or faultless ( andpattika ) beings, rebellious or docile. 

He understands the faculties of beings who are always reborn in the desire realm ( kdmadhdtu ), in the form 
realm (; rupadhatu ) or in the formless realm (arupyadhatu). 

He understands the faculties of beings of coarse ( sthula ) or fine (, siiksma ) roots of good ( kusaladharma ). 

He understands the faculties of beings predestined to salvation (samyaktvaniyata), predestined to min 
(. mithydtvaniyata ) or without predestination ( aniyata ). 162 

He understands the faculties of careless or impetuous people. He understands the faculties of beings 
bearing the burden (bhdrasaha). * 63 

He understands the faculties of miserly ( matsarin ) or generous (tydgavat) people, respectful people or 
disrepectful people, people of pure morality (yisuddhasila) or of impure morality (, avisuddhasila ), angry 
( vydpanna ) or patient ( ksamin ) people, energetic ( vuyavat ) or lazy ( kusfda ) people, people of distracted 

160 whereas the sravaka practices the bodhipaksikas in his own interest, the bodhisattva practices them 
for the benfit of others: this is an essential difference. 

Common canonical locutions: cf. Majjhima, I, p. 59. 

162 These are the three categories of beings ( sattvardsi ): \) samyaktvaniyatardsi, those who have 
entered onto the Path and will quickly reach nirvana; 2) mithydniyatardsi , those who, having committed 
grave sins, will definitely go to the bad destinies and who, coming out of these bad destinies, will go into 
the third rdsi; 3) aniyatardsi , those who do not belong to either the first or the second rdsi and may enter 
either the first or the second. 

These three rdsi are mentioned in Dfgha, III, p. 217; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 13, p. 614b24; k. 

27, p. 698c; Kathavatthu, II, p. 611; Dhammasangani, p. 186; Nettippakarana, p. 96; Mahavastu, III, p. 

318; Lalitavistara, p. 5400; Pancavimsati, T 223, k. 23, p. 384a26-27. 

According to the Sukhavativyuha, p. 44, the last two rdsi are absent in Amitabha’s paradise. 

In the later sources, the system of the rdsi is mixed with that of the gotras ‘race, family’; certain 
eternal or acquired mental dispositions that cause a person to obtain nirvana: on this subject, see 
VimalakTrti, appendix, p. 425-430. 

163 On the ‘burden’, see above, p. 215-216F. 
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mind ( viksiptacitta ) or of concentrated mind ( samgrliitacitta ), stupid people ( mudha) or wise people 
(prajndvat ), fearless ( nirbhaya ) or fearful (sabhaya) people, prideful people ( abhimanika ) or people 
without pride ( nirabhimana ), people of right conduct (samyakpratipannd) or of wrong conduct 
(mithyapratipanna), controlling their senses ( guptendriya ) or not controlling their senses. 

He understands the faculties of people who seek the path of the sravakas, that of the pratyekabuddhas, or 
that of the Buddhas. 

In this knowledge of the faculties of beings, the bodhisattva shows his mastery ( vasita ), skillfulness (updya ) 
and power ( bala ): this is what is called the faculty of wisdom (jnanendriya ). 


V. THE FIVE POWERS 


When the bodhisattva has progressed in the practice of the five faculties ( indriya ), he is able to destroy the 
afflictions ( klesa ), save beings and acquire the [205a] conviction that dharmas do not arise 
(i anutpattikadharmaksanti ): this is what is called the five powers or strengths (bald). 

Moreover, as the god Mara and heretics ( tfrthika ) are unable to destroy them, they are called powers or 
strengths. 


VI. THE SEVEN FACTORS OF ENLIGHTENMENT 


Here are the seven factors of enlightenment ( sambodhyanga ): 

1. The bodhisattva no longer thinks about or reflects on any dharma: this is the factor of enlightenment 
called attentiveness ( smrtisambodhyanga ). 

2. Looking among the dharmas for good (kusala), bad ( akusala ) or neutral dharmas (avyakrta), the 
bodhisattva finds nothing: this is the factor of enlightenment called discernment of dharmas 
(dharmapravicayasambodhyanga). 

3. Without entering into the threefold world ( traidhdtuka ), the bodhisattva reduces the characteristic traits 
(laksana ) of all worlds into pieces: this is the factor of enlightenment called exertion (viryasambodhyanga). 

4. In regard to all the formations (samskara), the bodhisattva produces no attachment ( abhinivesa ) or 
pleasure (sukhd) and, as all signs of grief (daurmanasya) and joy ( priti ) have been overcome in him, this is 
the factor of enlightenment called joy (pritisambodhyanga ). 

5. In all dharmas, there is nothing but an object of mind ( cittdlambana ): this is the factor of enlightenment 
called relaxation (prasrabdhisambodhyanga ). 
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6. The bodhisattva knows that all dharmas, which have as their characteristic being always concentrated 
(saddsamahita), are not [sometimes] scattered ( viksipta ) and [sometimes] concentrated ( samdhita ): this is 
the factor of enlightenment called concentration ( samddhisambodhyanga ). 

7. The bodhisattva is not attached to any dharma (na dharmam abhinivisate), does not rest there 
(ndsrayate) and no longer sees them (na pasyati ): this mind of equanimity ( upeksacitta ) is the factor of 
enlightenment called equanimity (upeksdsambodhyanga). 

This is how the bodhisattva considers the seven factors of enlightenment as empty (simya). 

Question. - Why explain these seven factors of enlightenment so briefly ( samksepenaj! 

Answer. - Of these seven factors of enlightenment, [four, namely] attentiveness (smrti), wisdom ( prajnd), 
exertion (vuya) and concentration ( samddhi ) have been fully explained above (p. 1149F). Now we must 
speak of the three others. 

1. The bodhisattva who practices the factor of enlightenment called joy (pntisambodhyanga) considers this 
joy as unreal (abhuta). Why? This joy arises from causes and conditions ( hetupratyayaja ). These are the 
formations ( samskdra ), conditioned dharmas (read: yeou tso fa: samskrtadharma), impermanent ( anitya ) 
dharmas that produce (read cheng in place of k’o) attachment ( abhinivesa ). But if the thing that produces 
attachment is impermanent (, anityalaksana ), once it has disappeared, it arouses grief ( daurmanasya ). 
Worldly people (prthagjana ) are attached to it out of error ( vipaiydsa ), but if they know that dharmas ar 
empty of reality (tattvasunya), they correct themselves at once and say: “I made a mistake ( bhranti ).” 

It is like a man in the darkness (andhakdra) tormented by hunger and thirst ( ksutpipdsdpidita ) who has 
swallowed impure things; then, by the light of day, he re-examines the things and finally understands his 
mistake. 

Considering things in this way, the bodhisattva puts his joy (prvti) into real wisdom (bhutaprajnd): this is 
true joy ( bhutapriti ). 

2. Having acquired this true joy, first he eliminates unwholesome physical states ( kdyadausthulya ), then he 
eliminates unwholesome mental states ( cittadausthulya ), and finally he eliminates all characteristics of 
dharmas (dharmalaksana). Thus he acquires well-being that fills the body and the mind and that constitutes 
the factor of enlightenment called relaxation ( prasrabdhisambodhyanga ). 

3. Since he has attained joy (prvti ) and relaxation ( prasrabdhi ), he disregards any form of examination 
(anupasyand), namely, examination of impermanence (anityanupasyand), examination of suffering 
(duhkhanupasyand), examination of emptiness and non-self (sunydndmdnupasyand), examination of 
arising and cessation (utpddanirodhdnupasyand), examination of existence ( sadanupasyand), examination 
of non-existence ( asadanupasyand), examination of what is neither existence nor non-existence 
(naivasanndsadanupasyand). The bodhisattva abandons all futile proliferation (prapanca) of this kind 
completely. Why? Because absence of nature, absence of object, non-activity, absence of futile 
discursiveness, perpetual pacification are the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas. 
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If the bodhisattva did not practice this equanimity ( upeksa), there would still be arguments ( rana ). Indeed, 
those who hold the existent (sat) to be true consider the non-existent to be false (moha); those who hold the 
non-existent ( asat ) to be true consider the existent (sat) to be false; and those who hold to be true what is 
neither existent nor non-existent (naivasanndsat) consider as false that which is both existent and non¬ 
existent (sadasat). They like what they believe to be true ( satya ), they hate what they believe to be false 
(moha), and this gives rise to grief (daurmanasya) and joy (prfti ). Why not disregard all that? 

When the bodhisattva has attained this [real] joy (prfti), this relaxation (prasrabdhi) and this equanimity 
(upeksa), the seven factors of enlightenment are complete (paripurna). 


VII. THE EIGHT MEMBERS OF THE PATH 


As for the eight members of the noble Path (aryamargahga), [the first] or right view (samyagdrsti), [the 
sixth] or right effort (samyagvydyama), [the seventh] or right mindfulness (samyaksmrti) and [the eighth] or 
right concentration (samyaksamddhi) have already been explained above (p. 1181F). Now we must [205b] 
speak of right thought (samyaksamkalpa). 

[Second member ]: right thought (samyaksamkalpa). - In the course of right thinking, the bodhisattva who 
is established in the emptiness (sunya) and non-existence (anupalabdhi) of dharmas examines the 
characteristics of right thought (samyaksamkalpalaksana). He knows that all thoughts (samkalpa) are false 
conceptions (mithydsamkalpa), up to and including those concerning nirvana and the Buddha. Why? The 
cessation of all kinds of conceptions (sai’vasamkalpaprabhedhanirodha) is called right thought. All types 
of conceptions come from falsities, errors (bhranti) and mistakes (vipaiydsa): this is why they differ. But 
the characteristics of the conceptions are all non-existent, and the bodhisattva established in this right 
thinking (samyaksamkalpa) no longer sees what is correct (samyak) and what is wrong (mithyd) and by¬ 
passes (atikrdmati) all kinds of thinking (sai'vasamkalpaprabheda): this is right thinking. For him, all types 
of conceptions are the same (sama) and, because they are the same, his mind does not become attached to 
them. This is what is called the right thinking of the bodhisattva. 

[Third member ]: right speech (samyagvdc). - The bodhisattva knows that all words (vac) come from error 
(bhranti), falsities, mistakes (vipaiydsa), imaginings that seize the characteristics 
(nimittodgrahanavikalpa). Then the bodhisattva reflects in this way: In speech, the characteristics (laksana) 
of speech do not exist and all vocal actions (vdkkarman) have ceased (niruddha). Understanding the true 
nature (bhutalaksana) of words is right speech (samyagvdc). 

Words come from nowhere and, once they have ceased, they go nowhere. The bodhisattva who is 
practicing right speech, in everything he says, holds to the true nature (bhutalaksana). Thus the sutras say 
that, established in right speech, the bodhisattva is able to accomplish pure vocal action 
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(parisuddhavakkarman ). Understanding the true nature of all words, the bodhisattva, whatever he may say, 
does not fall into unwholesome words {mithyavdc)}^ 

[Fourth member ]: right action ( samyakkarmdnta ). - The bodhisattva knows that all actions ( karman ) are 
false, erroneous, unreal, having non-activity as nature ( anabhisamskdralaksana ). Why? Because there is 
not a single action that possesses definite nature. 

Question. - If all actions are empty ( sunya ), why did the Buddha say that generosity ( ddna ), etc., is a good 
action ( kusalakarman ), murder ( prandtipata ), etc., a bad action ( akusalakarman ), and other things, gestures 
{cesta), are neutral actions (, avyakrtakarman )?165 

Answer. - If there is not even one single kind of action, why should there be three? How is that? When the 
time of the movement has already been accomplished ( gamanakdle gate), there is no motor activity 
(gamikriyd). When the time of the movement has not yet been accomplished [agate, i.e., future), there is no 
motor activity either. When the time of the movement is present (pratyutpanna), there is no motor activity 
either. 166 

Question. - In the seat of the movement already accomplished ( gate sthdne) there can be neither [motor 
activity] nor can there be any motor activity in the seat of the movement not yet accomplished ( agate 
sthdne)', but in the seat of present movement (gamyamdne sthdne), there must be movement. 167 

Answer. - In the seat of present movement there is no movement. Why? Because the seat of present 
movement ( gamyamdna ) does not exist ( nopalabhyate ) without a motor activity ( gamikriyd). If the seat of 
the present movement could exist without a motor activity then it ought to involve movement; but that is 
not the case. Without a present seat of movement, there is no motor activity and without motor activity 
there is no seat of present movment. Since this is a case of co-existent conditions ( sahabhuprataya ), we 


164 s ee the paragraph dedicated to the eloquence of the bodhisattva in the Suramgamasamadhi, p. 188- 
189. 

165 Reference to a siitra often cited, but without any other identification, in the Abhidharma: Uktam hi 
sutre: tnni karmdni: kusalam akusalam avydkrtam ca : cf. Kosa, IV, p. 105; Nyayanusara, T 1562, k. 43, 
p. 584c3; Abhidharmadlpa, p. 136. 

166 Almost textual citation from Madh. karika, II, 1 (p. 92): 

Gatam na gamyate tdvad agatam naiva gamyate / 
gatdgatavinirmuktam gamyamdnam na gamyate // 

Transl. - J. May, p. 52: “Accomplished movement does not involve movement; no more does 
unaccomplished movement. A present movement independent of the other two is unintelligible.” 

167 Objection formulated in Madh. karikam, II, 2 (p.93): 

Cesta yatra gatis tatra gamyamdne ca sd yathah / 
na gate negate cesta ganyamdne gatis tatah // 

Transl. J. May, p. 55: “Since there is movement wherever there is gesture and there is gesture in 
present movement, in contrast to movements [already] accomplished and not [yet] accompliehed, there is 
thus movement in present movement.” 
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cannot say that that the seat of present movement involves movement ( gamyamanam gamyate iti 
nopadyate). 

Furthermore, if the seat of present movement had motor activity ( gamikriyd), there should be a seat of 
present movement outside of the motor [205c] activity, and there should be a motor activity outside of the 
seat of present movment. 168 

Question. - If that is so, what would be the error (dosa )‘!1 69 

Answer. - There would be two motor activities ( gamikriyd) at the same time ( samakdla ) and, if there were 
two motor activities, there would be two agents of movement ( dvau gantdrau). Why? Because movement 
does not exist without an agent of movement ( gantdram hi tiraskrtya gamanam nopapadyate). Without 
agent (gantr), the seat of the present movement ( gamyamdna ) does not exist and, since there is no seat of 
the present movement, neither is there any agent of movement (gantr).' ^Furthermore, this non-agent 
itself does not move either ( agantd naiva gacchati ) and, outside of agent and non-agent, there cannot be a 
‘third’ to move (nasty anyo gantur agantus cakascit trtiyo gaccheta ).171 


168 jh e answer to the objetion is a paraphrase of Madh, karika, II, 3-4 (p. 94-95): 

Gamyamdnasya gamanam katham ndipapatsyate / 
gamyamanam vigamanam yadd naivopapadyate // 

Gamyamdnasya gamanam yasya tasya prasajyate / 
rte gater gamyamanam hi gamyate // 

Transl. J. May, p. 55-57: “How will movement be applied [as predicated] to present movement, 
since a present movment without [inherent] movement is completely irrational? - He for whom present 
movement possesses movement incurs the necessary consequence of a present movement without 
[inherent] movement: indeed, present movement involves movement.” 

169 if the present movement were distinct from the inherent movement. 

1 70 Madh. karika, II, 5-7 (p. 95-97): 

Gamyamdnasya gamane prasaktam gamanadvayam / 
yena tad gamyamanam ca yac cdtra gamanam punah // 

Dvau gantdrau prasajyete prasakte gamanadvaye / 
gantdram hi tiraskrtya gamanam nopapadyate // 

Gantdram cet tirash'tya gamanam nopapadyate / 
gamane ‘sati gantdtha kuta eva bhavisyati // 

Transl. J. May, p. 58-60: “ If the present movement possesses movement, the existence of two 
movements will result: one by which it is the present movement, the other contained in this [present 
movement]. - The necessary consequence of twofold movement involves that of a twofold agent of 
movement. Indeed, without agent, movement is illogical. - If the movement without agent of movement 
is illogical, how would the agent exist in turn in the absence of the movement?” 

171 Madh. karika, II, 8 (p. 97): 

Gantd na gacchati tdvad agantd naiva gacchati / 
anyo gantur agantus ca kas trtiyo gacchati // 
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Question. - It is right that the non-agent does not move ( aganta na gacclwtiti yujyate). But why does the 
agent not move? 

Answer. - Without motor activity, the agent does not exist ( gamikriydm tiraskrtya, gantd nopapdyate ), 72 
and without agent, motor does not exist ( gantdram tirask rtya, gamikriya nopapadyate). 

This emptiness of all action ( sarvakarmasunyatd) is called right action (samyakkarmdnta). The 
bodhisattvas who penetrate into the equality of all actions (sarvakarmasamata) do not consider bad action 
(,mithydkarman ) as bad and do not consider right action ( samyakkarmdnta ) as good ( kusala ). Without 
activity ( anabhisamskdra ), they do not perform right actions and they do not commit bad actions. That is 
true wisdom (, bhutaprajna); that is right action. 

Moreover, among the dharmas, none is right ( samyak ) and none is wrong ( mithyd ). The bodhisattvas know 
actions in accordance with the truth and, knowing in accordance with the truth, they do not undertake 
anything and do not stop anything. Such wise people always have right actions and never have bad actions. 
In the bodhisattva this is what is called right action (samyakkarmdnta). 

[Fifth member ]: right livelihood ( samyagdjfva ). - All foods (bhojana), all means of subsistence 
( jfvitapariskdra) are right (samyak) and are not bad (mithyd). Established in a knowledge free of futile 
proliferation (nisprapahcajhdna), the bodhisattva does not choose right livelihood (samyagdjfva) and does 
not reject wrong livelihood (mithydjfva). He does not depend on either the right law (samyagdharma) or the 
wrong law (mithyddharma), but he remains always in pure knowledge (visuddhajhdna). Penetrating thus 
into right living which is equality (samata), he does not see life and does not see non-life. To practice this 
true wisdom ( bhutaprajna) is what is called right livelihood (samyagdjfva) [in the bodhisattva]. 

The bodhisattva-mahasattva who conceives the thirty-seven auxiliaries of enlightenment (saptatrimsad 
bodhipaksikadharma) in this way surpasses the levels (bhumi) of the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas, 
penetrates into the state of bodhisattva (bodhisattvaniydma) and gradually (kramena) realizes the 
knowledge of things in all their aspects (sarvdkdrajnatd). 7 ^3 


Transl. J. May, p. 60: “The agent of movement does not move; neither does the agent; and what 
‘third’ other than agent and non-agent would be able to move?” 

172 Madh. karika, II, 9 (p. 98): 

Gantd tdvad gacchatfti katham evopapatsyate / 
gamanena vind gantd yadd naivopapadyate // 

Transl. - The objection: “The agent itself, at least, moves”, is not logical whereas in the absence 
of movement, the agent is completely illogical.” 

On the problem of movement closely linked with that of action, there are useful notes and a 
complete bibliography in J. May, Candrakfrti, p. 51-77. 

173 Defined fully above, p. 640-642F. 
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CHAPTER XXXII: THE THREE CONCENTRATIONS AND 

THE FOUR TRANCES 


First Section THE EIGHT CLASSES OF SUPPLEMENTARY 
DHARMAS (p. 1209F) 

PRELIMINARY NOTE 


The thirty-seven auxiliaries ( bodhipdksikadharma ) are not the only ones imposed on the bodhisattva; an 
infinite number of other dharmas equally conducive to the Path must also be completely fulfilled 
(paripuritavya ) or cultivated ( bhavitavya ) by him. 

Having mentioned the seven classes of bodhipaksika, the Prajnaparamitasutra is now going to point out 
eight new classes of dharmas conducive to the Path and the Traite will study them in detail in the next three 
chapters. 

Chapter XXXII will deal with the first two groups: the three meditative stabilizations ( samddhi ) and the 
four trances ( dhydna ). 

Chapter XXXIII will deal with the third and fourth group: the four immeasurables ( apramdna ) and the four 
formless absorptions ( drupyasamdpatti ). 

Chapter XXXIV will deal with the next four groups: the eight liberations ( vimoksa ), the eight spheres of 
mastery ( abhibhvdyatana ), the ten spheres of totality ( b-tsndyatana ) and the nine successive absorptions 
( anupurvasamapatti). 

Except for the three meditative stabilizations ( samddhi ) which, as gates of liberation ( vimoksamukha ), 
constitute the goal of the Path, the other classes are lower than the seven classes of bodhipaksika dharmas 
discussed in the preceding chapter. In general, it may be said that they prepare for and facilitate the practice 
of the bodhipdksikas. 

From the Abhidharma point of view, the seven classes of bodhipdksikas have an objective value in that 
they are based on the fourth noble truth, that of the Path, and in that they share its efficacy. On the other 
hand, except for the three meditative stabilizations, the classes of supplementary dharmas in question in the 
following are subjective practices having no other purpose than the relaxing of the ascetic's mind and 
making it capable of traveling on the Path. 


992 



[206a] Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 19, 1. 15-18); Satasahasrika, p. 57, 1. 10-58, 1. 9) - [The bodhisattva- 
mahasattva must completely fulfill]: 1 74 

1. the meditative stabilization of emptiness ( sunyatasamadhi ), the samadhi of signlessness 
(dnimittasamadhi ), the samadhi of wishlessness ( apranihitasamadlii ), 

2. the four trances ( catvdri dhyanani), 

3. the four immeasurables ( catvdiy apramandni), 

4. the four formless absorptions ( catasra dmpyasamdpattayah), 

5. the eight liberations ( astau vimoksah), 

6. the eight spheres of mastery ( astdv abhibhvdyatanani), 

7. the nine successive absorptions ( navdnupurvasamdpattaydh ), 

8. the ten spheres of totality ( dasa krtsndyatanani). 


Sastra. - Question. - After the thirty-seven auxiliaries (paksa ), why does [the Prajnaparamitasutra] still 
speak of these eight classes of dharmas? 

Answer. - 

1. [The samddhis]. - The thirty-seven auxiliaries are the path ( mdrga ) leading to nirvana. When one follows 
this path, one reaches the city of nirvana ( nirvanagara ). The city of nirvana has three gates (dvdra), 
emptiness ( sunyatd), signlessness (dnimitta) and wishlessness ( apranihita ). Thus, after having spoken 
about the path [in chapter XXXI], it is necessary to speak of the gates that lead into it. 

2. [Dhydnas and drupyasamapattis], - The four trances ( dhydna ), etc., are dharmas helping to open these 
gates. 

Moreover, the thirty-seven auxiliaries are higher and admirable things, but the mind is distracted ( viksipta ) 
in the desire realm ( kdmadhdtu ); then on what levels ( bhumi ) and on what means ( updya ) will the yogin 
depend in order to obtain them? He will depend on the trances ( dhydna ) of the form realm ( rupadhatu ) and 
on the absorptions ( samdpatti ) of the formless realm (drupyadhdtu ). 

3. [Apramdnas, vimoksas, abhibhvdyatanas, navanupurvasamapattis and k>~tsndyatanas\. - In the four 
immeasurables ( apramdna ), the eight liberations ( vimoksa ), the eight spheres of mastery ( ahibhvdyatana ), 
the nine successive absorptions ( anupurvavihdrasamdpatti ) and the ten spheres of totality ( kytsndyatana ), 
the yogin is testing his mind to see whether it is flexible ( mrdu ), powerful ( vibhu) and docile (yathesta ). It 


1^4 These eight classes of supplementary dharmas must be ‘completely fulfilled’ ( purayitavya) 
according to the Satasahasrika, or ‘cultivated’ ( bhdvitavya) according to the Pancavimsatti, but they 
cannot be ‘realized’ ( sdksdtkartavya) by the bodhisattva, for then they would contribute to ushering him 
into nirvana straight away, preventing him therefore from continuing his salvific activity in samsara. 
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is like the nomad ( sarthavalm ) who tests his horse (asva) to see whether it is supple and docile and who, 
only after that, goes into battle. 

It is the same for the ten spheres of totality: the yogin contemplates ( anupasyati ) and seizes ( udgrhnati ) a 
blue color ( nilavarna ), big ( apramana ) or small (panda ); then he looks at objects wanting them to be all 
blue, or else all yellow (pita), all red (lohita), all white ( avaddta ). 

Furthermore, in the eight spheres of mastery (abhibhvdyatana), he rules as sovereign ( abhibhu) over 
objects (alambana). 

In the first and the last liberation ( vimoksa ), he considers the body as disgusting ( asubha ), but in the third 
liberation, on the other hand, he considers it as fine (subha). 

In the four immeasurables (apramana), by means of loving-kindness (maitri), he sees 175 all beings as 
happy (sukhita); by means of compassion, he sees (karuna) all beings as suffering (duhkhita); by means of 
joy (mudita), he sees all beings as rejoicing (mudita); then, with equanimity (upeksd), setting aside the 
[preceding] three feelings, he sees beings quite simply without feeling aversion (pratigha) or affection 
(anunaya) for them. 

[Subjective or objective consideration]. - Furthermore, there are two types of consideration (pratyaveksd): 
i) the subjective consideration (adhimutipratyaveksa)\ ii) the objective consideration (bhutapratyaveksd). 

The objective consideration is the thirty-seven auxiliaries of enlightenment (bodhipdksikadharma). But as 
this objective consideration is difficult to acquire (durlabha), it is necessary to follow it up with the 
subjective consideration. The mind, in the course of the latter, 176 becomes supple and so it becomes easy 
to obtain the objective consideration. By using the objective consideration, the three gates of nirvana are 
successfully opened. 


Second Section THE THREE MEDITATIVE STABILIZATIONS (p. 

1213F) 

PRELIMINARY NOTE 


Here the Traite returns to a subject already touched upon above, p. 321-323F. It concerns the three 
meditative stabilizations on emptiness (sunyata), signlessness (animitta) and wishlessness (apranihita). 

The canonical sources present them under various names: 


1 75 Or more correctly, ‘wants to see’, for it is a matter of purely subjective considerations serving to 
purify the ascetic’s mind, but not exerting any influence on the happiness or misfortune of beings. 

1 76 In the course of the subjective consideration relating to the seven classes of supplementary dharmas. 
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1. The three samadhis, or concentrations: Vinaya, III, p. 93; Digha, III, p. 219; Samyutta, IV, p. 360; 
Anguttara, I, p. 299; Tch’ang-a-han, T 1, k. 8, p. 50bl-2; k. 9, p. 53a23-24; k. 10, p. 59c5-6; Tseng-yi-a- 
han, T 125, k. 16, p. 630b4; k. 39, p. 761a5-6. 

2. The three vimoksa, liberations, or vimoksamukhas, gates of liberation: Patisambhida, II, p. 35; 
Atthasalinl, p. 223; Visuddhimagga, ed. E. Warren, p.564-565. 

3. The three sparsas or contacts which the ascetic experiences on coming out of the absorption of cessation: 
Majjhima, I, p. 302. 

4. For at least two of them, the cetovimukti or liberations of mind: Majjhima, I, p. 297; Samyutta, IV, p. 
296; Tsa-a-han, T 99, k. 21, p. 149cl3-14. Their importance cannot be overestimated: they are the dharmas 
to be cultivated in order to understand and destroy the three poisons of rdga, dvesa and mo ha (Anguttara, I, 
p. 299); they are the path of the asamskrta or of nirvana (Samyutta, IV, p. 360. 303; Tch’ang-a-han, T 1, k. 
10, p. 50c5-6), the gates of nirvana (Saddharmapund., p. 136,1. 13). 

But satisfactory definitions are rare in the early sources. The clearest are in the Ekottara (Tseng-yi a-han, T 
125, k. 16, p. 630b), the original Sanskrit of which is reproduced in the Pancavimsati, p. 208 (cf. T 223, k. 

5. p. 254cl4-18) and Satasahasrika, p. 1440 (cf. T 220, k. 415, p. 80al8-28): Katame trayah samaddhayah. 
sunyatanimittapranihitah ... ayam ucyate ‘pranihitasamddhih. 

Transl. - What are the three concentrations? Those of emptiness, signlessness and wishlessness. What is 
the concentration of emptiness? It is the position of a mind that considers all dharmas as empty of inherent 
nature, the gate of liberation “Emptiness”. 

What is the concentration of signlessness? It is the position of a mind that considers all dharmas as being 
without characteristics, the gate of liberation “Signlessness”. 

What is the concentration of wishlessness? It is the position of a mind that considers all dharmas as 
unworthy of being considered, the gate of liberation “Wishlessness”. - Var. - It is the position of a mind 
that makes no effort (or no longer has any contention) by saying to itself that all dharmas are unworthy of 
it. 


The Pali Abhidhamma gives only a relatively modest place to the three samadhis (cf. Patisambhida, II, p. 
35, 48; Dhammasanganl, p. 70-73; Atthasalinl, p. 223; Nettippakarana, p. 90. 119, 126; Milinda, p. 413; 
Visuddhimagga, ed. Warren, p. 564-565). 

On the other hand, the Abhidharma of the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasikas gives them a important role. Among 
the numerous sources, there are Vibhasa (T 1545, k. 104, p. 538a-541c), Abhidharmamrta (T 1553, k. 2, p. 
975cl-9); Reconstruction by bhiksu Sastri, p. 90), Kosa (VIII, p. 184-192), Abhidharmadlpa (p. 424), etc. 

For these sources, the three samadhis are really wisdoms, but samadhis so perfect that they occur only in a 
concentrated mind: this is why they are called samddhi. 

Actually, they penetrate to the very depths of the four noble truths of which they represent the sixteen 
aspects (dkara ): this is why, in the pure ( andsrava ) state, they constitute the three gates of liberation 
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( vimoksamukha ). According to whether they are mundane ( laukika), i.e., still attached to the threefold 
world, or supramundane ( lokottara ), they appear in eleven or nine levels ( bhiuni ). 

The entire system is summarized admirably by Ghosaka in his Abhidharmamrta (l.c.): 

“The three samddhis are sunyata-, apranihita- and dnimittasamddhi. It is because the mind takes the 
Anasrava as object that they are called samddhi. 

When concentrated, the ascetic sees the five aggregates of attachment ( updddnaskandha ) as empty ( sunya ), 
without ‘me’ ( andtman ) or ‘mine’ ( andtnuya ): this is sunyatdsamddhi. 

Having entered into this samddhi, he no longer wishes for desire ( rdga ), hate ( dvesa ), ignorance ( moha ) or 
rebirth (punarbhava): this is apranihitasamadhi. 

There is a samddhi the object (dlambana ) of which is free of ten characteristics ( nimitta ). What are these 
ten? The five objects, substance, etc, ( rupddipahcavisaya ), maleness ( purusa ), femaleness (stri), birth (jdti), 
old age ( jam) and impermanence ( anityatd ). This is dnimittasamddhi. 

Sunyatdsamddhi has two aspects (dkdra), emptiness (sunya) and non-self (andtman). 

Apranihitasamadhi has ten aspects: impermanence (anitya), suffering ( duhkha ), and [the eight] aspects [of 
the truth] of the origin (samudaya) and [of the truth] of the Path (mdrga). 

Animittasamddhi has the four aspects [of the truth] of cessation (nirodha) of suffering.” 


Having described the Sarvastivadin system objectively, the Traite will explain the Madhyamaka point of 
view of the three samddhis. 

They must be interpreted not only from the viewpoint of the non-existence of beings (pudgalanairtmya) as 
do the sravakas, but also from the twofold non-existence of beings and of things 
(pudgaladharmanairdtmya) as the Mahayanists interpret them. 

By practicing the three samddhis, the bodhisattva takes into account that beings and things are empty 
(sunya) of inherent nature and of characteristics, that this very emptiness is not a substantial mark (nimitta) 
and that consequently any aspiration for the world of existence or non-existence is irrational. 

The three samddhis are identical because they have as their sole object the true nature (bhutalaksana) 
which is nothing other than what is. When the sravakas speak of the emptiness of things, they hold it to be a 
real nature; on the other hand, the bodhisattva is forbidden to hypostatize this emptiness and to make a 
thing out of it. 

The true nature of things constitutes the single object of the three samddhis,, but it is not a reality; it is only 
a method of purifying the mind which, freed of illusions, notices that there is nothing to hypostatize, 
nothing to characterize and nothing to hope for. The result is that the world of becoming exists only in our 
imagination and that, according to the time-honored expression, samsara is identical with nirvana. 
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The Traite, as we shall see, in all of this and in the notes, limits itself to condensing the teachings of the old 
Mahayanasutras. 


I. THE THREE MEDITATIVE STABILIZATIONS ACCORDING TO THE 
ABHIDHARMA 


1. Definitions of the Three Meditative Stabilizations 


a. Sunyatasamadhi. 

Question. - What is the gate of nirvana called emptiness ( sunyata)? 

Answer. - It considers dharmas as empty ( sunya ), without ‘me’ (atmari) or ‘mine’ (dtmfya). Dharmas being 
the result of a complex of causes and conditions ( hetupratyayasdmagiyutpanna ), there is neither agent 
(kdraka ) nor patient [206b] (French, sic) (yedcika)^^. This is what is called the gate of emptiness. For 
more on this gate of emptiness, see what has been said in the chapters on patience (p. 912-926F) and 
wisdom (p. 1104-1106F) 

b. Animittasamddhi. 

Knowing that there is neither ‘me’ nor ‘mine’, why do beings become attached mentally 
( cittendbhinivisante ) to dharmas? The yogin reflects and says to himself: “Dharmas being the outcome of 
causes and conditions, there is no real dharma ( bhutadharma ); there are only characteristics ( nimitta ^178 
and beings, seizing these characteristics, become attached to ‘me’ and ‘mine’. Now I must see if these 
characteristics have a perceptible reality or not.” Flaving examined them and considered them, he 
determines that they are all non-existent ( cmupalabdha ). Whether it is a matter of the male characteristic 
{purusanimitta) or of the female characteristic ( strinimitta ), the characteristics of identity or difference 
(ekatvanyatanimitta), etc., the reality of these characteristics does not exist (nopalabhyate). Why? Being 
without me and mine, all dharmas are empty and, being empty, they are neither male nor female. As for the 
identity and difference, these are names ( naman ) valid only in the hypothesis of ‘me’ and ‘mine’. This is 
why male and female, identity and difference, etc., are really non-existent. 

Furthermore, when the four great elements ( mahdbhuta) and derived matter ( updddyarupa ) limit [the 
element] space (dkdsa), we say there is a body {kayo). Then, within a complex of causes and conditions 
( hetupratyayasdmagri ) with the inner and outer bases of consciousness (adhyatmikabahyayatana), there 


177 Monier Williams: vedaka = making known, announcing, proclaiming, restoring to consciousness 

178 j n this paragraph, the Traite is roughly keeping to the classical definitions mentioned above (p. 
1213F seq.) which it has reproduced more faithfully on p. 322F. But in regard to the marks ( nimitta ) of 
which the Animitta is free, it adds to the ten traditional marks {pancavisaya-stri-purusa- 
trisamskrtalaksandni dasa) those of identity ( ekatva ) and difference ( anyatva ). 
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arises the consciousness element ( vijnanadhatu) and the body, making use of this grouping of elements 
(dhdtusamagrt ), performs various activities; it speaks, it sits down, it arises, it goes and it comes. This 
grouping of six elements, which is empty [of intrinsic nature], is improperly qualified as a man or 
improperly qualified as a woman.' 79 

If each of these six elements were male, there would have to be six men, for it is impossible that one equals 
six or that six equals one. But in the earth element ( prthividhdtu ) [entering into the composition of the 
body], there is neither male nor female characteristic, and it is the same for the other elements, water, fire, 
wind, space and consciousness ( vijnanadhatu ). If these characteristics do not exist in each [of the six 
elements] taken separately, neither do they exist in the grouping of these six elements. Similarly, if six dogs 
(kukkura), taken separately, cannot give birth to a lion ( simha ), neither can they do so taken together, for 
that is not their nature. 

Question. - Why would there not be male and female? Although the individuals ( purusa ) are not different, 
the parts of the body ( kdydvayava ) themselves differ and there are sexual distinctions.^® The body cannot 
exist independently of the body parts and the body parts themselves cannot exist independently of the body. 
If we see the foot, which is part of the body, we know that there is a whole ( avayavin) called body. The 
body parts, foot, etc., are different from the body, and it is the body that has the male or female 
characteristics. 

Answer. - The individual has already been refuted above (p. 736F) and I [Kumarajlva] have also refuted 
the characteristics ( nimitta ) of the body. Now I must repeat myself. 

If there were a whole (avayavin) called body ( kdya ), all the parts of the body would exist in each part 
(avayava) of this body; each of the parts would exist in every part. If the body existed fully in all of the 
parts, the foot (pdda ) would exist in the head (siras). Why? Because in the head there is an entire body. If 

17 ® The human being consists of six elements ( dhdtu ) - earth, water, fire, wind, space and 
consciousness - but, whether they are taken separately or together, they do not constitute any difference 
in sex. 

The analysis of the human being into six elements is of canonical origin: cf. Majjhima, III, p. 

239: Chadhdturo ayam, bhikkhu, puriso to iti kho pan ’ etam vuttam. Kin c ’etam paticca vuttam? 
Pathavidhdtu dpodhdtu tejodhdtu vdyodhdtu dkdsadhdtu vihhdnadhdtu. 

For these six elements, see also Anguttara, I, p. 176; Vibhanga, p. 82-85; Tch’ang a han, T 1, k. 

8, p. 52a6-7; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 3, p. 435c21-22; K. 7, p. 468a27-28; k. 21, p. 562cl7-19; k. 42, p. 
690b27-28; k. 47, p. 723b20-21; k. 49, p. 732c28-29; Tsa a han, T 99, k. 9, p. 60c28-29 (cf. E. 

Waldschmidt, Das Upasenasutra, Nach. Gottingen, 1957, No. 2, p. 38,;. 11-12); Tsa a han, T 99, k. 17, 
p. 119a3; k. 37, p. 269c20-21;k. 43, p. 315bl6; Tseng yi a han, Y 125, k. 29, p. 710bl4-15; 
Pitaputrasam„ama, T 320, k. 16, p. 964b21-22, the original Sanskrit of which is cited in Siksasamuccaya, 
p. 244, and Panjika, p. 508. - See also Madh. avatara, p. 262 (tr. L. de La Vallee Poussin, Museon, 1911, 
p. 307-308); Garbhabakrantisutra cited in Kosa, I, p. 66. 

18® The problem of the whole and its parts (avayavin, avayava), which opposes the Buddhists and the 
Vaisesikas, is treated fully in the Kosa, III, p. 210-214. 
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each part of the body were in all the parts, there would be no difference between the body and its parts, the 
whole ( avayavin ) following the parts ( avayava ). 

Question. - If the parts of the body, the foot, etc., were different from the body, the error ( dosa ) that you 
mention would exist. But here the parts of the body, the foot, etc., are not different from the whole, i.e., the 
body. Therefore there is no error. 

Answer. - If the parts of the body were not different from the whole, then the head would be the foot. 
Why? Because both of them, as body, would not differ. [206c] 

Moreover, the parts of the body are many, whereas the whole is just one. It is impossible that a multiplicity 
should make a unit and that a unit should make a multiplicity. 

Besides, although it is true that the fruit (phala ) does not exist when the cause (hetu) does not exist, it is not 
true that the cause does not exist when the fruit does not exist. If, [as you claim], the parts of the body are 
not different from the whole, the cause would not exist when the fruit does not exist. Why? Because cause 
and fruit would be identical. 

The body does not exist ( nopalabhyate ) whether you look for it in identity ( ekatva ) or in difference 
(i anyatva ) and, as the body does not exist, on what basis ( sthana ) would the male or female characteristics 
reside? If the latter exist, they are either bodily or different from the body. But the body does not exist. If 
they occur in some dharma other than the body, since this other dharma is non-material ( ariipa ), there 
would be no difference between male and female. It is simply a matter of a complex of causes and 
conditions ( hetupratyayasdmagri ) in the course of two successive existences and we speak of male and 
female out of mental error ( vipantacitta ). Thus it is said: 

Lower you head or raise it up. 

Bend ( saminite ) or stretch ( prasdrite ), 

Stand up ( sthite ), go forth ( pratikrante ) or return ( abhikrante ), 

Look straight ahead (dlokite) or to the side ( vilokite ), 

Speak or babble: 

In all of that, there is nothing true. 

It is because the wind moves the vijnana 
That these activities take place. 

But this vijnana is of temporary nature ( ksayadharman ) 

And it exists no longer from one moment to the next moment. 


The distinction 
Between male and female 
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Comes from my mind. 

It is out of lack of wisdom 
That I see them wrongly exist, 

Structures of bones tied one to another, 

Without skin or flesh. 

Impulses in movement. 

Like a mannequin! 

No reality on the inside 
Outwardly called a man. 

Like a foreign coin thrown into the water 
Or a jungle fire devouring a bamboo forest, 

Sounds issue forth out of it 

As a result of a complex of causes and conditions. 

For other similar characteristics, see above (p. 1095-1106F). This is the gate of signlessness 
(animittadvara ). 

c. Apranihitasamadhi. 

There is wishlessness ( apranihita ) when, having knowledge of the non-existence of characteristics, there is 
no longer any reaction.1 81 This is the gate of wishlessness ( apranihitadvdra ). 

2. Nature of the Three Concentrations 


Question. - But it is by means of wisdom that these three things contemplate sunyata, animitta and 
apranihita respectively. If these are wisdoms, why call them concentrations ( samadhi )? 

Answer. - If these three kinds of wisdoms were not in meditative stabilization, they would be wild 
wisdoms (unmattaprajna); many people would fall into pernicious doubts ( mithydsahkhd) and do nothing 
further. But when these wisdoms are in concentration, they are able to destroy all the defilements ( klesa) 
and find the true nature ( bhutadharma ) of dharmas. 


Or any effort ( abhisamskara ). 
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Furthermore, they are dharmas of the Path ( mdrga ), different from the world and in opposition to the world 
( lokaviruddha ). The saints (arya) who are in these meditative stabilizations find the true nature and preach 
it; and this is not the language of a wild mind. 

Finally, the other trances ( dhyana ) and absorptions (samdpatti in which these three things do not occur, are 
not called meditative stabilizations ( samddhi ).182 Why? Because one can stray away from them, lose them 
and fall back into samsara. This is what the Buddha said: 

The person who observes pure morality 

Is called a monk ( bhiksu ). 

The person who contemplates emptiness ( sunyafa) 

Is called an ecstatic ( dhydyin ). 

The mindful ( smrtimai ), vigorous (dtapin ), energetic ( vvryavat ) person 
Is called the real yogin. 


The foremost of all happiness ( sukha ) 

Is cutting desires ( trsna) and destroying madness. 

Rejecting the group of the five aggregates ( skandha ) and the dharmas of the Path 
Is eternal happiness, arriving at nirvana.' 83 

It follows from these stanzas that the Buddha calls the concentration the three gates of liberation 
(vimoksamukha ). [207a] 

Question. - Why are they called gates of liberation? 

Answer. - When they are practiced, liberation ( vimoksa ) is attained and one reaches nirvana without 
residue of conditioning (; nirupadhisesanirvana ); this is why they are called gates of liberation. Nirvana 
without residue of conditioning is true liberation for in it one finds liberation from physical and mental 
suffering ( kdyamdnasikaduhkha ). Nirvana with residual conditioning ( sopadhisesanirvdna ) is the gate to it 

182 Among the innumerable samadhis, those of sunyata, etc., are the only true ones: this idea has 
already been developed above, p. 324-325F. 

183 a new translation of two stanzas already cited above, p. 325F. These are two stanzas of the 
Udanavarga, XXXII, 81 and 82 of the Sanskrit edition (F. Bernhard, p. 458-459), XXXII, 78 and 79 of 
the Tibetan edition (H. Beckh, p. 142). 

“The person who possesses the precepts is a bhiksu; he who is [in the concentration of] 
emptiness is an ecstatic; he who is in constancy is a yogin; that is the happiness of extinction. 

Actually the bhiksu who endures pleasure and displeasure, whose bed and seat are isolated 
( prdntsayandsana ), who is settled in purity who is based in mindfulness (, apramada ), will uproot the 
perverse tendency of the desire for existence. 
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and, although these three concentrations are not nirvana [proper], they are the cause ( hetu ) of nirvana and 
that is why they are called nirvana. In the world, it is common usage to designate the cause by the effect 
and the effect by the cause. 

Sunyatd, dnimitta and apranihita are concentrations ( samadhi) by nature ( svabhdva ). The mind and mental 
events associated with these concentrations ( samddhisamprayukta-cittacaittasikadharma ), bodily actions 
{kdyakanncm) and vocal actions ( vdkkarman ) that arise following them, the formations dissociated from the 
mind (cittaviprayuktasamskara) that come forth, form a complex ( sdmagri ) called concentration. Thus, 
when the king ( rdjan ) arrives, with him, of necessity, come the prime minister ( mahdmdtya ) and some 
soldiers (sainika). ^ Here concentration ( samadhi ) is like the king, wisdom ( prajna) is like the prime 
minister, and the other dharmas are like the soldiers. Even if these other dharmas are not mentioned, they 
must necessarily be present. Why? Concentration does not arise by itself; it is unable to have all the activity 
by itself. The other dharmas arise along with it, endure with it, perish with it, and collaborate with it in 
realizing the good ( hita ). 

3. Aspects of the Three Concentrations-^ 5 


1^4 Same comparison above, p. 135F. 

1 ^5 jh e three samddhis are the gates of liberation because they penetrate the sixteen aspects of the foui- 
noble truths. These sixteen aspects have already been considered during the preparatory path 
(prayogamdrga ) by the practice of the four roots of good ‘leading to penetration’ ( nii~vedhabhdgfya ), 
heat ( usmagata ), etc. (cf. Kosa, VI, p. 163). But the three samddhis are alone in penetrating them 
completely. 

The Vibhasa (T 1545, k. 104, p. 538c7-10), the Abhidharmamrta (T 1553, k. 2, p. 975cl-9; 
Reconstruction by bhiksu Sastri, p. 90); Kosa (VIII, p. 188-190) and the Abhidharmadlpa (p. 424) 
distribute the aspects understood by the three samddhis in the following way: 

Simyatdsamddhi perceives emptiness (sunya) and non-self ( andtman ) as constituting the 3 rd and 
4 th aspects respectively of duhkhasatya. 

Animittasamadhi perceives the four aspects of nirodhasatya. 

Apranihitasamddhi perceives impermanence and suffering constituting respectively the 1 st and 
2 nd aspect of duhkhasatya plus the four aspects of samudayasatya plus the four aspects of mdrgasatya : in 
all, ten aspects. 

The Traite refers quite often to the theory of the sixteen aspects: cf. k. 11, p. 138a7-10 (above, 
p. 641F); k. 17, p. 186c28 (above, p. 1036F); k. 19, p. 200al4 and 202c24; k. 23, p. 233b2; k. 29, p. 
274a22; k. 54, p. 444al5; k. 63, p. 505al7-18; k. 83, p. 641al6. 

A phrase often repeated in the early scriptures (Majjhima, I, p. 435, 500; Angiuttara, II, p. 128; 
IV, p. 422-424) may be thought of as a rough draft of the theory of the sixteen aspects: Dhamme 
aniccato dukkhato rogato gandato sallato aghato dbddhato parato palokato sunnato anattato 
samanupassati : “He considers the dharmas as impermanent, suffering, like a sickness, an ulcer, a dart, a 
misfortune, a torment, a strange object, a decay, empty and without self." In the Pali Abhidhamma, e.g., 
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A. The meditative stabilization on emptiness (sunyatasamadhi ) has two aspects (akara ): 


1) Because it considers (samanupasyati) the five aggregates of attachment (panca upadanaskandha) as 
having neither sameness (ekatva) nor difference ( anyatva ), it is ‘empty’ ( sunya ). 

2) Because it considers the ‘me’ (atmari) and the ‘mine’ (atmiya ) as non-existent ( anupalabdha ), it is 
‘without self ( anatmaka ). 

B. The meditative stabilization of signlessness (dnimittasamddhi) has four aspects: 

1) Because it considers nirvana as the cessation of all types of suffering ( ndndvidhaduhkhanirodha ), it 
is ‘cessation’ ( nirodha ). 

2) Because it considers it as the extinctions of the fires of the threefold poison ( trivisa ) and the other 
defilements ( klesa ), it is ‘peace’ ( santa ). 

3) Because it considers it as the foremost of all dharmas, it is ‘excellent’ ( pranita ). 

4) Because it considers it as separated from the world ( lokavisamyukta ), it is ‘exit’ ( nihsarana ). 

C. The meditative stabilization of wishlessness ( apranihitasamddhi ) has two aspects: 

1) Because it considers the five aggregates of attachment (pahcopdddnaskandha) as coming from 
causes and conditions ( hetupratyayaja ), it is ‘impermanent’ ( anitya ). 

2) Because it considers them as the torments of the body and mind ( kdyikamdnasikavihethana ), it is 
‘suffering’ ( duhkha ). 

Next, insofar as it considers the causes ( hetu ) of the five skandhas of attachment ( upadanaskandha ), it has 
four more aspects: 

3) Because the complex of defilements and impure actions ( klesasasravakarmasamagri ) produces a 
fruit of suffering ( duhkhaphala ), it is ‘origin’ ( samudaya ). 

4) Because the six causes ( hetu produce a fruit of suffering ( duhkhaphala ), it is ‘cause’ (hetu). 

5) Because the four conditions (pratyaya)^ produce a fruit of suffering (duhkhaphala), it is 
‘condition’ (pratyaya). 


in the Patisambhida, I, p. 118, there are analyses growing out of the four noble truths. But the 
specification of the sixteen aspects (Mahavyut., no. 1189-1205) is an innovation of the Sarvastivadins. 

The definitions proposed by their scholars are rather different and are worthy of detailed study: 
the Kosa gives no less than three different explanations; the Abhidharmamrta (T 1553, k. 1, p. 973al-9; 
Reconstruction by bhiksu Sastri, p. 83), the AbhidharmadTpa (p. 329), the Kosakarikabhasya by 
Samghabhadra (T 1563, k. 35, p. 950c27-951al2) have also their individual interpretations. 

186 See above, p. 386F, 1038F. 

187 See also p. 386F and 1038F. 
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6) Because a certain number of similar causes and conditions [follow one another] so as to produce this 
fruit, it is ‘stream’ (prabhava ). 

Finally, insofar as it considers the aggregates of detachment ( anupdddnaskandha ), it has four more aspects: 

7) Because the eight members of the noble [path (aryamarganga ) can lead to nirvana, it is ‘path’ 
(marga). 

8) Because [this path] is free of errors ( vipai-ydsa ), it is ‘reasonable’ or ‘practical’ ( nyaya ). 

9) Because all saintly people (diyapudgala) make use of this path, it is ‘path’. 

10) Because the defdements ( Mesa ) that depend on thirst ( trsndpatita) and those that depend on wrong 
views ( drstipatita ) 188 do not obscure this path, it is ‘definitive exit’ ( nairyanika ). 

4. Distribution of the Three Concentrations in the Levels. 189 


The three gates of liberation ( vimoksamukha ) occur in nine levels ( bhumi ): 

1) - 4) the four trances ( dhydna ), 

5) the level of andgamya [the preparatory trance of the first dhydna ] 

6) the dhydndntara [the intermediate trance, subdivision of the first dhydna ] 

7) - 9) the [first]three formless (arupya ) absorptions, because the three gates of liberation are 
essentially pure ( andsravasvabhdva ). 

Some say that the three gates of liberation ( vimoksamukha ) are absolutely pure ( atyantam andsrava), 
whereas the three concentrations ( samddhi ) are sometimes impure (sdsrava), sometimes pure (andsrava). 
For those who say this, the concentrations occur in eleven levels: 

I) - 6) the six bhumis [namely, the four dhydnas , the andgamya and the dhydndntara ]. 

7) - 9) the [first] three arupya. 

10) the desire realm (kdmadhdtu). 

II) the sphere of the summit of existence (bhdvagra or 4 th arupya). 

When the three samddhis are impure (sdsrava), they are linked (baddha) to these eleven levels. When they 
are pure (andsrava), they are not linked to but are associated with the organ (or dominant faculty) of 


188 Two classes of passions already noted above, p. 424F. 

189 In this section, the Traite proposes a distribution identical with that of the Vibhasa (T 1545, k. 104, 
p. 539bl-2) and of the Kosa (VIII, p. 187 n.l). 
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satisfaction ( saumanasyendriya ), the organ of pleasure ( sukhendriya ) and the organ of equanimity 
(; upeksendriya ).' 9 0 

Beginners (adikarmikd) in the practice of the three concentrations are in [207b] the desire realm 
(, kamadhatu ), the advanced ( parinispanna ) are in the form realm ( rupadhatu) or the formless realm 
(drupyadhdtu). See what has been set forth fully in the Abhidharma on all of those, whether they are 
advanced or non-advanced, practiced or non-practiced. 


II. THE THREE CONCENTRATIONS ACCORDING TO THE MAHAYANA 


1. Profound Meaning of the Three Concentrations 


a. Sunyatasamadhi. 

Furthermore, there are two ways of understanding emptiness according to whether one considers all 
dharmas as empty of existence (sattvasunya) or empty of dharmas ( dharmasunya ).191 

Emptiness of existence ( sattvasunyatd) is what we have just explained [according to the Abhidharma 
system]. The emptiness of dharmas ( dharmasunya ) is the fact that all dharmas are empty of intrinsic nature 
(svalaksanasunyata), as the Buddha said to Subhuti: 

“Form ( rupa ) is empty of the nature of form ( rupatvd), and feelings (vedand), concepts ( samjnd), volitional 
formations (samskara) and consciousnesses ( vijndna ) are empty of the natures of [feeling, concept, 
volitional formation] and consciousness.”! 92 

Question. - One can think about the emptiness of beings ( sattvasunyatd) and the non-emptiness of things 
( dharmdndm asunyatd). It is inconceivable that dharmas are empty of intrinsic nature ( svalaksanasunya ). 
Why? If dharmas were empty of intrinsic nature, they would be without arising ( anutpanna ) or cessation 
(i aniruddha ). Since there would be neither arising nor cessation, there would be no sin (dpatti) or merit 
( punya ). If there is no sin or merit, why still practice on the Path? 

Answer. - It is as a result of the emptiness of dharmas (dh arm as unya td) that there is sin and merit. Without 
this emptiness of dharmas, there would be neither sin nor merit. Why? If dharmas really had an intrinsic 
nature ( svabhdva ), they would be indestructible ( avindsa ), their intrinsic nature and their characteristic 
(laksana ) not coming from causes and conditions ( hetupratyayaja ). If they do come from causes and 
conditions, then it is only that they are formations {samskdrd) [i.e., conditioned dharmas, samskrtadharma ]. 

Three organs appearing in the list of 22 indriyas which will be discussed below, p. 1494F. 

191 See the lengthy study dedicated to the two emptinesses above, p. 1078-1095F. 

192 Pancavimsati, p. 128,1. 10-12 (T 123, k. 3, p. 235all-12; k. 9., p. 288bl0; k. 16, p. 337b4; k. 21, p. 
372cll-12, 3373c3-4), Satasahasrika, p. 554,1. 6-18: Rupam rupatvena sunyam, vedandydvdd vijndnam 
vijnanatvena sunyam. 
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It is essential that the intrinsic nature of dharmas be conditioned ( samskrta ) in order to be capable of being 
destroyed. 

You will say that the intrinsic nature of dharmas is capable of being created ( krta ) and destroyed ( niruddha) 
but that is not correct ( ayukta ). [By definition], the intrinsic nature is an unconditioned dharma 
(i asamskrtadharma ) and exists independently of causes and conditions. Dharmas existing by themselves 
(svabhdvena) are without arising ( anutpdda ) since they exist in themselves before arising. 193 Being 
without arising ( utpdda ), they are without cessation ( nirodha ). Since arising and cessation do not take 
place, there is neither sin (dpatti) nor merit ( punya ). If there is no sin or merit, why still practice on the 
Path? 

If beings had a true intrinsic nature ( bhutasvabhdva ), they would be incapable of doing evil and incapable 
of doing good since they would be fixed ( niyata ) in their intrinsic nature. Such people would misunderstand 
the value of merit and would min [the law] of retribution of action ( karmavipdka ). 

There is no nature of emptiness ( sunyatdlaksana ) in the emptiness of dharmas ( sunyatdlaksana ). 194 It is 
because you assume an emptiness of dharmas and you become attached to it that you raise these objections. 


193 Dharmas existing in themselves and by themselves would be unchanging, without arising and 
without cessation by definition. 

194 All dharmas are empty, but emptiness does not exist: it is valid only as a method of argumentation 
and not at all as a philosophical principle. Here the Traite returns to a view already explained above (p. 
925F, 109IF and n.) which nullifies the recent imaginings about the presence in the Madhyamaka of a 
negative Absolute resting on purely mystical concepts. To the bibliography on this subject, we may add 
J. May, Candrakirti, Introduction, p. 18-21, and my [Lamotte’s] Introduction to VimalakTrti, p. 94-97: 
“Emptiness is not an entity.” 

In the present passage, the Traite seems to draw inspiration from the Ratnakiita in the 
Kasyapaparivarta, § 63-65, p. 94-97 (transl. F. Weller, p. 101 and n.) cited in the original Sanskrit with 
some variants in Madh. vrtti, p. 248-249; Ratnagotravibhaga, p. 28,1. 11-13; Lankavatara, p. 146,1. 12- 
13: Yan na sunyatayd dharman sunyan karoti; api tu dharma ... yasya khalupunah sunyata.ta.iva drstis 
tam aham acikitsyam iti vaddmi. 

Transl. - It is not by means of emptiness that dharmas are made to be empty, but dharmas are 
by themselves empty. It is not by means of signlessness that dharmas are made to be without 
characteristics, but dharmas are by themselves without characteristics. It is not by means of wishlessness 
that dharmas are made to be not taken into consideration, but dharmas by themselves are not to be taken 
into consideration. That very consideration, O Kasyapa, is called the Middle Way, the real consideration 
of dharmas. Indeed, O Kasyapa, those who, by grasping an emptiness, take refuge in emptiness, I declare 
them to be completely lost for my teaching. Moreover, O Kasyapa, a view of the self as high as Sumeru 
is worth more than a view of emptiness in those who adhere to it wrongly. Why? Emptiness, O Kasyapa, 
is the way to escape from all kinds of false views; on the other hand, the person who has this very 
emptiness as a belief, I declare him to be incurable. Suppose, O Kasyapa, there is a sick man and a 
physician gives him medicine, but this medicine, after having eliminated all the guilty humors of this 
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illness, penetrates into his belly and does not come out. What do you think, O Kasyapa; will this man be 
freed of his illness? - Certainly not, O Blessed One; his sickness will become greater if this medicine, 
having eliminated all the guilty humors, should penetrate into his belly and not come out. - The Blessed 
One said: In the same way, O Kasyapa, emptiness is the means of escaping from all the wrong views; on 
the other hand, the person who holds this very emptiness as a belief, I declare him to be incurable. 

The image of wrong view of the self ‘high as Sumeru’ and the example of the medicine not 
eliminated are used again in VimalakTrti, p. 291, 339. 

In the Wou chang yi king, T 669, k. 1, p. 471b8-10, the Buddha says to Ananda: ”He who 
produces the view of emptiness (sunyatadrsti), I declare him to be incurable ( acikitsya ). If a person is 
attached to a view of the self ( pudgaladrsti) as high as Sumeru, I am not surprised by that and I do not 
condemn him. But if a fool ( abhimdnika ) is attached to a view of emptiness ( sunyatadrsti ) as minute as 
the sixtieth part of a single hair, that I cannot allow.” 

In this regard, a passage from the Bodh. bhumi, p. 46-47, should be cited, hostile as it is toward the 
Madhyamika doctrines: Idam ca samdhyayoktam Bhagavatd. Varan: ihaikatyasya pudgaladrstir na tv 
evaikatyasya durgrhita .... evambhutam vastu apavadamdnahpranasto bhavaty asmdd dharmavinayat. 
Transl. - “It is with this intention that the Bhagavat said: ‘The view of the self in an absolute 
individualist is better than emptiness wrongly understood in an absolute nihilist [in this case, a 
Madhyamika]. Why? A person who believes in the self is mistaken only on [the nature of] the knowable, 
but does not deny the [existence] of the knowable. This is why he will not be reborn in the bad destinies; 
he does not criticize and does not deceive his neighbor, the believer, who is seeking to free himself from 
suffering, but to establish him [on the other hand] in the Dharma and the Truth; furthermore, he does not 
slacken in observing the rules. On the contrary, by means of emptiness completely misunderstood, the 
person is mistaken about the reality of the knowable and even rejects it entirely. This is why he will be 
reborn in the bad destinies; he destroys his neighbor, the believer, who is seeking to free himself from 
suffering and, further, he slackens in his observation of the rules. By rejecting reality as it is, he separates 
himself from our teachings.” 

By thus attacking the person who misunderstands emptiness, the Bodh. bhumi manifestly 
quarrels with the Madhyamikan whom it wrongly confuses with the nihilist. But the Traite has already 
given the answer (p. 1090-1094F): “The nihilist denies the things that he sees; the Madhyamika- 
Sunyavadin denies nothing because there is nothing and he sees nothing.” See also Madh. vrtti, p. 159- 
160, with the translation and note of J. May, Candrakxrti, p. 122-124. The Bodhisambharasastra (T 1660, 
k. 6, 539c25-28), the author of which may have been Nagaijuna and commentator the bhiksu Isvara, 
continues the Madhyamika position in the following way: 

“We resort to emptiness in order to stamp out the great mass of ignorance ( mahdvidydskandha ), 
but the wise man does not act by basing himself on emptiness. If he acts by basing himself on emptiness, 
it is in order to combat ands refute those who are difficult to convert and who profess the wrong view of 
the self ( satkayadrsti ), for those who are prey to wrong views ( drsticarita ) can escape from them only by 
emptiness. But those who are attached to the view of emptiness ( sunyatadrstyabhinivista ) are incurable.” 
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The emptiness of dharmas was preached by the Buddha with the feeling of compassion ( karunacitta ) in 
order to cut through the fetters of thirst ( trsndsamyojana ) and destroy wrong views ( mithyadrsti ). 

Furthermore, the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas destroys suffering ( duhkha ): it is the true domain 
(bhutavacara ) of holy individuals (diyapudgala). If the emptiness of dharmas (dharmasunyatd) had an 
intrinsic nature ( svabhdva ), [i.e., existed by itself], how could we say, in speaking of the emptiness of 
dharmas, that they are substantially empty? But if the emptiness of dharmas is without intrinsic nature, 
what objection do you have? 

When we contemplate the emptiness of dharmas in the light of the twofold emptiness [of beings and of 
dharmas], the mind is separated from all the dharmas: we know that the world ( loka ) is false and deceptive 
like a magic show ( mdyd). That is the contemplation on emptiness. 

b. Signlessness. 

When the yogin has understood (udgrhnati) the empty nature ( sunyalaksana ) of dharmas, he produces the 
fetters of pride, etc. ( abhimdnddisamyojana ) by that very fact, and he says: “I have understood the true 
nature of dharmas.” It is then that he must practice the gate of signlessness (dnimittadvara) in order to 
destroy his grasping onto the empty nature ( sunyanimittodgrahana ). 

c. Wishlessness. 

When the yogin gives himself up to futile proliferation (prapahca ) in regard to signlessness (dnimitta), 
when he is about to imagine something as desirable, when he becomes attached ( abhinivisate ) to 


The last word in this matter remains with Santideva whose three well-known stanzas, IX, v. 33- 
35) cut through the problem: 

Sunyatdvdsanddhdndd dhfyate bhdvavdsand / 
kimcin ndstfti cdbhydsdt sdpi pascdt prahTyate II 33 // 

Yadd na labhyate bhdvo yo ndstfti prakalpyate / 

tadd nirasrayo ‘bhdvah katham tisthen mateh purah II 34 // 

Yadd na bhdvo ndbhdvo mateh samtisthate purah / 
taddnyagatyabhdvena nirdlambd prasdmyati // 35 // 

Transl. by L. de La Vallee Poussin. - When one assumes the idea of emptiness, when one is 
saturated with it, the idea of existence disappears; and later, by the habit of this mind that ‘nothing 
exists’, the idea of emptiness itself is eliminated. 

Indeed, when one no longer perceives [as a consequence of the elimination of the idea of 
existence] an existence that one is able to deny, how then would the non-existence henceforth deprived 
of support arise to the mind? 

And when neither existence nor non-existence present themselves to the mind, then the mind is 
pacified, no longer having any form [to affirm or deny], which are these two modes of action. 

- According to Taranatha (p. 165), Santideva, in the middle of stanza 35, rose up into the air and 
disappeared, but these words came to the ears of the monks who were able to concentrate until the end of 
the Bodhicaryavatara. 
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signlessness, then he must say to himself: “I am wrong. Why find characteristics, why grasp characteristics, 
why give myself up to futile proliferation about empty dharmas without characteristics? [207c] Now is the 
time to be based in emptiness and signlessness in order to control the body {kayo), speech (vac) and mind 
(:manas ). One should not have pranidhana, ‘desire for’. One should consider this nature of wishlessness 
(i apranihitalaksana ) to destroy the three poisons (trivisa). One should not be producing actions, bodily, 
vocal or mental. One should not be seeking rebirth in the threefold world ( trailokya ).” By reflecting in this 
way, the yogin enters into apranihitavimoksamukha. 

2. Sameness of the Three Concentrations 


These three gates of liberation (vimoksamukha) in the Mahayana are one and the same thing: it is as a result 
of the way they are practiced that we speak of three things. 195 

Considering the emptiness of dharmas is called sunyata. When there is no place to grasp characteristics in 
this emptiness, this sunyata changes its name and is called dnimitta. When there is no place in the presence 
of this signlessness to experience ‘desire for’ or rebirth in the threefold world, this dnimitta changes its 
name and is called apranihita. 

It is like a city with three gates. A single person cannot simultaneously enter by the three gates. If he enters, 
it is by going through one single gate. 

Here the true nature (bhiitalaksana) of dharmas is the City of nirvana (nirvanagara). This City has three 
gates, Sunyata, Animitta and Apranihita. 


195 However, even in the Lesser Vehicle, there was a suspicion of the identity of three samddhis also 
called vimoksamukha and cetovimukti. On this subject, see Samyutta, IV, p. 296-297; Tsa a han, T 99, k. 
21, p. 149c: Ya cdyam dvuso appamdnd cetovimuttiyd ca dkincanna cetovimutti ... ekatthd, byanjanam 
eva ndnam. 

Transl. - “In regard to the mind-liberations called Immeasurable, Nothing-at-all, Emptiness and 
Signlessness respectively, there is, O venerable One, a way of teaching in which these dharmas are at the 
same time of different meaning and of different words, and there is also a way of teaching according to 
which these dharmas are of the same meaning and different words.” 

Developing the second point, the text explains that the Immeasurable, the Nothing-at-all, the 
Emptiness and the Signlessness are alike empty of desire (rdga), hatred (dvesa) and ignorance (moha), 
the three bad roots (akusalamula) that create standards ( pramanakarana ) [Fr., measures, p. 1230F, n.] 
constitute obstructions (kimcana) and produce signs (nimittakarana). The result is that in their 
unchangeable (akopya) form, the four mind-liberations are one and the same thing under different names. 
- For detail see translation and notes of I. B. Horner, Middle Length Sayings, p. 358, 260. 
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If a person enters the sunyata gate, does not hypostatize this sunyata and no longer grasps at characteristics 
(nimitta ), this person penetrates directly [into the City of nirvana] and, with his end attained, has no need of 
the other gates. 

But if he enters the sunyata gate, grasps at its characteristic and hypostatizes sunyata, the sunyata is not a 
gate for this person: the path of entry is closed to him. And so in order to avoid the characteristic of 
sunyata, he makes use of the animitta gate. 

If his mind becomes attached to the characteristics of animitta and he gives himself up to futile chatter 
(prapanca ), then he stops grasping the characteristics of animitta and goes through the apranihita gate. 

3. Single Object of the Three Concentrations 


In the system of the Abhidharma, the emptiness gate of liberation ( sunyatdvimoksamukha ) has as its object 
(dlambate) the truth of suffering ( duhkhasatya ) and comprises ( samgrhnati ) the five skandhas .196 The 
signlessness gate of liberation (dnimittavimoksamukha) has as its object a single dharma, the 
pratisamkhyanirodha [or disjunction from impure dharmas obtained by understanding the truths],197 The 
wishlessness gate of liberation ( apranihitavimoksamukha ) has as its object three truths [a part of the truth 
of suffering ( duhkhasatya ), the truth of the origin of suffering ( samudayasatya ) and the truth of the 
cessation of suffering ( nirodhasatya )]; it comprises five aggregates ( skandha ). 

In the Mahayana, these three gates of liberation ( vimoksamukha ) pertain to the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) 
of dharmas. By means of these three gates of liberation, the ascetic sees that samsara and nirvana are the 
same Why? Because nirvana is empty ( sunya ), without characteristics (animitta), not worthy of being taken 
into consideration ( apranihita ), and samsara likewise. 

Question. - If the Sutra says that nirvana has only one gate,198 w liy i s it a matter of three gates here? 

Answer. -1 have already said above that, although the dharma is single, its meaning ( artha ) is threefold. 

Furthermore, beings to be converted ( vineya ) are of three kinds: those who abound in craving 
( trsndbahula ), those who abound in wrong views ( drstibahula ) and those in whom craving and wrong 
views are equal. 

To those who abound in wrong views, the sunyatdvimoksamukha is preached. In this way they will see that 
all dharmas are impermanent ( anitya ), suffering ( duhkha ), the result of causes and conditions 


196 whoever enters into samddhi necessarily possesses the four formless aggregates depending on mind 
and mental events, namely, samjnd, vedand, samskdra and vijndna, plus the ‘discipline ( samvara ) of 
concentration’ which is rupa. Cf. Kosa, VI, p. 107, 170; VIII, p. 128 and n. 4. 

197 F or more details, see Kosa, VIII, p. 190. 

198 The single gate of Immortality ( ekam amatadvdram) mentioned in the Sutras: Majjhima, I, p. 353; 
Anguttara, V, p. 346. 
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(,hetupratyayaja ), have no intrinsic nature ( svabhava ); not having intrinsic nature, they are empty ( sunya ). 
By means of this emptiness, wrong views ( drsti ) are stopped. 

To those who abound in craving, the apranihitavimoksamukha is preached. In this way they will see that all 
dharmas are impermanent, suffering, the result of causes and conditions. Having seen in this way, they will 
be mentally detached from thirst and will enter into the Path. 

To those in whom craving and wrong views are balanced, the animittavimoksamukha is preached. Learning 
that the characteristics of male and female do not exist, they will cut through craving. Learning that the 
characteristics of sameness ( ekatva ) and difference ( anyata ) do not exist, they will cut through wrong 
views. 

Sometimes the Buddha preaches two gates of liberation at the same time, sometimes he preaches three at 
the same time. Since the bodhisattvas must [208a] always exert themselves in knowing all the paths, he 
preaches the three gates to them. 

We could say yet other things, but the question of the three gates of liberation is treated here in summary 
(, samksepena ). 


Third section THE FOUR TRANCES (p. 1233F) 

I. THE FOUR TRANCES ACCORDING TO THE ABHIDHARMA 


The four dhyanas are of two types: i) suddhaka, pure in the mundane order of purity; ii) anasrava, pure in 
the supramundane order of purity. * 99 

What is called dhyana suddhaka ? The five impure but good aggregates ( sasravakusala ).200 
What is called dhyana anasrava ? The five pure aggregates (anasrava)?-^ 


199 See above, p.l027F and n. 3; 1038F; 1042F and n. 4. Cf. Kosa, VIII, p. 144-146. 

200 whoever enters into dhyana, i.e., possesses the concentration called dhyana, necessarily possesses, 
in addition to mind and mental events (four skandhas), the discipline ( samvara ) of dhyana which is rupa: 
cf. Kosa, VIII, p. 128 and n. 4. 

-01 The five andsravaskandha, also called dharmaskandha or lokottaraskandha : morality (sfla), 
concentration ( samddhi ), wisdom (prajhd ), liberation ( vimukti ), wisdom and vision of liberation 
(vimuktijhdnadarsana ): cf. DIgha, III, p. 279; Majjhima, I, p. 145, 214, 217; Samyutta, I, p. 99-100, 139; 
V, p. 162; Anguttara, I, p. 162; III, p. 134, 271; V, p. 16; Itivuttaka, p. 107-108; Kosa, VI, p. 297 n.; 
Kosavyakhya, p. 607. 
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The bodily and vocal actions ( kdyavakkarman ) contained in the four dhydnas are material dharmas (rupa ); 
the rest are non-material ( arupa ). All of them are invisible (anidarsana), without resistance ( apratigha ), 
sometimes sdsrava, sometimes anasrava. Those that are sdsrava are the five kusala-sasrava skandhas; 
those that are anasrava are the five anasrava skandhas. The sdsrava belong to the desire realm 
(,kamadhdtuvacara ); the anasrava do not belong to any realm. 

The dhydnas include bodily actions ( kdyakarman ), vocal actions {vdkkannan) and formations dissociated 
from the mind ( cittaviprayuktasamskdra ) that are neither mind ( citta ) nor mental events ( caitasika 
dharma ), nor associated with the mind ( cittasamprayukta ). 

The dhydnas also contain the feeling aggregate ( vedandskandha ), the discrimination aggregate 
( samjndskandha ) and the volition aggregate ( samskdraskandha ) associated with it. The mental events 
{caitasika dharma) also are associated with the mind {cittasamprayukta). 

The dhydnas include mind {citta and manas), and consciousness ( vijndna ): this is only mind. 


In the dhyanas, there are: 

1) things accompanying the mind (cittdnuparivartin) and non-associated with feeling {na 
vedandsamprayukta). 

2) things associated with feeling {vedandsamprayukta) and not accompanying mind {na cittaparivartin). 

3) things accompanying mind {cittdnuparivartin) and associated with feeling {vedandsamprayukta). 

4) things not accompanying mind {na cittdnuparivartin) and non-associated with feeling {na 
vedandsamprayukta). 


There are things accompanying mind and non-associated with feeling. Actually, the four dhydnas contain: 

a. bodily actions {kdyakarman) and vocal actions {vdkkannan). 

b. formations dissociated from the mind {cittaviprayuktasamskdra) but accompanying mind 
{cittdnuparivartin). 

c. feelings {vedand). 

There are things associated with feeling and not accompanying mind. As a result, the four dhydnas contain 
mind {citta and manas) and consciousness {vijndna). 

There are things accompanying mind and associated with feeling. Actually, the four dhydnas contain: 

a. the aggregate of discrimination {samjndsamskdra) 

b. the ‘associated’ aggregate of volition {samprayukta samskdraskandha) 

There are things not accompanying the mind and non-associated with feeling. Actually, with the exception 
of the formations dissociated from the mind {cittaviprayuktasamskdra) but accompanying the mind 
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(cittanuparivartin ) - formations contained in the four dhyanas -, these are all the other formations 
dissociated from the mind ( cittaprayuktasamskdra) and associated with the discrimination aggregate 
( samjnaskandhasamprayukta ). 


Of the four dhyanas, the [last] three are not endowed with investigation ( na vitarkaluparivartin) and are not 
associated with analysis (na vicarasamprayukta). 

In the first dhyana, there are: 

1) things accompanying investigation ( vitarkdnuparivartin ) but non-associated with analysis (na 
vicarasamprayukta) 

2) things associated with analysis (vicarasamprayukta) but not accompanying investigation (na 
virtarkdnuparivartin ) 

3) things accompanying investigation (vitarkdnuparivartin) and associated with analysis 
(vicarasamprayukta) 

4) things not accompanying investigation (na vitarkdnuparivartin) and non-associated with analysis (na 
vicarasamprayukta). 


There are things accompanying analysis but non-associated with investigation. Actually, the first dhyana 
contains: 

a. bodily actions (kdyakarman) and vocal actions (vdkkarman) 

b. formations dissociated from the mind (cittaviprayuktasamskdra) and accompanying investigation 
(vitarkdnuparivartin) 

c. analysis (vicdra). 

There are things associated with analysis, but not accompanying investigation, namely, investigation 
(vitarka) 

There are things accompanying investigation and associated with analysis, namely, the mind (citta) and 
mental events (caitasika dharma) associated with investigation (vitarka) and analysis (vicdra). 

There are things not accompanying investigation and non-associated with analysis. Actually, with the 
exception of the formations dissociated from the mind (cittaviprayuktasamskdra) that accompany 
investigation ( vitarkdnuparivartin ), they are all the other formations dissociated from mind. 


The four dhyanas are all causes and conditions (hetupratyaya) and constitute all the causes and conditions. 
In the first of the four dhyanas, there are: 
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1) things that follow upon an antecedent ( samanantara ) and constitute an antecedent condition 
( samanantarapratyaya ), 

2) things that follow upon an antecedent and constitute an antecedent condition, 

3) things that do not follow upon an antecedent and do not constitute an antecedent condition. 


There are things that follow upon an antecedent, but do not constitute [208b] an antecedent condition. 
This is the mind ( citta ) and mental events ( caitasika dharma) called ‘to arise in a future existence’. 

There are things that follow upon an antecedent and constitute an antecedent condition. This is the past 
(i atfta ) and present ( pratyutpanna ) mind. 

There are things that do not follow upon an antecedent and that do not constitute an antecedent condition. 
Actually, with the exception of mind and mental events that will arise in a future existence, these are the 
other minds and mental events of the future, physical and mental actions dissociated from the mind. 

It is the same for the second and third dhydnas. 

In the fourth dhyana, there are: 

1) Things that follow an antecedent but that do not constitute an antecedent condition. These are: 

a. The mind and mental events called ‘to arise in a future existence’ 

b. The absorption of non-discrimination ( asamjnisamdpatti ), arisen or to arise 

2) Things that follow upon an antecedent and that constitute an antecedent condition. This is the past and 
present mind and mental events. 

3) Things that do not follow upon an antecedent and that do not constitute an antecedent condition. These 
are: 

a. With the exception of the mind and mental events called ‘to arise in a future existence’, all the other 
minds and mental events of the future. 

b. With the exception of the formations dissociated from the mind ( cittaviprayuktasamskdra ) and following 
upon an antecedent, all the other formations dissociated from the mind. 

c. Bodily and vocal actions. 

The four dhydnas include bodily actions ( kdyakannan ), vocal actions ( vdkkarman ) and formations 
dissociated from the mind ( cittaviprayuktasamskdra ); some constitute conditions (pratyaya ) and do not 
have conditions. Others both have conditions and constitute conditions ^02 

These four dhydnas are also dominating conditions ( adhipatipratyaya) and constitute dominating 
conditions. “03 All this is fully explained in the Abhidharmavibhaga. 

-02 This subject is treated in detail above, p. 1038-1040F. 

“03 See above, p. 1040F. 


1014 



II. THE FOUR TRANCES ACCORDING TO THE MAHAYANA (p. 1237F) 


The bodhisattva possesses the skillful means of trance ( dhydnipdya ),204 the characteristics of trance 
(dhyananimitta )205 and the factors of trance ( dhycmdhga ).^06 This has all been fully explained already in 
the context of the dhydnaparamitd (p. 1043-1057F). 

Question. - In the present Prajh aparami t f.l p adc sa, 2 0 7 y 0U S p Ca |< on iy 0 f dharmas empty of characteristics 
(laksanasunya ); then how is the bodhisattva able to produce trance ( dhydna ) or absorption ( samdpatti ) on 
empty dharmas? 

Answer. - The bodhisattva knows that the five objects of enjoyment (pancakamaguna) and the five 
obstacles ( pahcamvarana ) are the result of causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ) without intrinsic nature 
(nihsvabhdva), empty ( sunya ) and non-existent ( anupalabdha ). Thus it is very easy for him to reject them. 
But under the influence of errors ( vipaiydsa ), beings are attached to ordinary pleasures and are guilty of 
abandoning the profound and wonderful happiness of dhydna. 

The bodhisattva experiences great compassion ( mahdkarund) for these beings and practices (bhdvayti) 
trance and concentration: 

1) Being attached to the object of mind ( cittdlambana ), he avoids the five objects of enjoyment 
( pancakamaguna ), rejects the five obstacles ( pancanivarana ) and enters into the first dhydna which is great 
joy ( mahdpriti ). 

2) Suppressing investigation ( vitarka ) and analysis ( vicdra ) and concentrating his mind, he penetrates 
deeply into inner peace ( adhydtmasamprasdda ), obtains a subtle and wonderful joy (priti) and enters into the 
second dhydna. 


-04 The bodhisattva uses the dhyanas as salvific skillful means ( upaya ) to convert beings: this 
perfection of trance ( dhydnaparamitd) has been the object of a description in 18 points above (p. 1043- 
1057F). 

“05 These nimittas are 23 in number: see above, p. 1038F. 

-06 These ahgas are 28 in number: 

First dhydna : vitarka, vicdra, priti, sukha, samddhi. 

Second dhydna : adhydtmasamprasdda, priti, sukha, samddhi. 

Third dhydna : upeksd, smrti, samprajanya, sukha, samddhi. 

Fourth dhydna : upeksd, upeksaparisuddhi, smrtiparisuddhi, samddhi. 

For details, see Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 80, p. 412a21-412b3; Kosa, VIII, p. 147; 

Abhidharmadlpa, p. 407-409. Cf. Viduddhimagga, ed. Warren, p. 71. 

207 The seven Chinese characters Pan-jo-po-Io-mo-louen-yi appearing here remove any doubt about the 
exact title of the present work, [Mahd]Prajndpdramitopadesa and not [Maha]Prajndpdramitdsastra. 

See above the Introduction to the present volume. 


1015 



3) Because this profound joy is distracting to concentrations, the bodhisattva avoids all joy, obtains a 
complete happiness ( sukha ) and enters into the third dhyana. 

4) Destroying all suffering and all happiness, rejecting all sadness ( daunnanasya ) and all satisfaction 
(saumanasya) as well as inhalation and exhalation (anapana), he adorns himself with a pure and subtle 
equanimity ( upeksd ) and enters into the fourth dhyana .208 

This bodhisattva knows well that dharmas are empty (sunya) and without characteristics ( animitta ), but as 
beings themselves do not know it, he resorts to the signs of dhyana ( dhydnanimitta ) in order to convert them. 

If the emptiness of dharmas (dharmasunyata) truly existed in itself, we would not call it emptiness and it 
would not be necessary to abandon the five objects of enjoyment ( pancakamaguna ) to obtain dhyana since, 
existing substantially, this emptiness would involve neither abandoning ( tydga ) nor acquiring ( labha ). 
[208c] But the empty nature of dharmas also being non-existent, you cannot raise the objection [that you 
have just brought up] by saying: “How can the bodhisattva produce trance on empty dharmas?” 


208 ]-[ ere the Traite, taking a few liberties, reproduces the canonical definitions of the four dhydnas , the 
original formulation of which in Pali and in Sanskrit has been cited above (p. 1024F, n.). This formula is 
commented on word by word in Vibhanga, p. 256-261, Visuddhimagga, ed. Warren, p. 112-115, 126- 
137, etc. 

It is to this information that the great exegetists of the 4 th century turned: the five hundred arhats 
of Kasmir who compiled the Mahavibhasa (T 1545, k. 85, p. 442al-8) and, as we will see, the author or 
authors of the Traite. 

2) When Devadatta asked the Buddha to retire and to entrust the community to him, the Buddha 
refused curtly and treated his cousin as a mudha ‘fool’ ”, sava ‘corpse, and khetdsika ‘eater of spit’. 

Those who recalled the kiss exchanged between Devadatta and Ajatasatru could not help but see an 
allusion to this repugnant action. This is why the translators of the afore-mentioned sources translated 
khetdsika as follows: 

a. Tan t’o ‘eater of spit’ (Sarv. Vin., T 1435, k. 36, p. 258b7), 

b. Che t’o tcho, ‘eater of spit’ (Miilasarv. Vin., T 1450, k. 13, p. 169b26). 

c. Che jen t’o tcho ,’ eater of human spit’ (Mahavibhasa, T 1545, k. 85, p. 442a6-7). 

d. Seou t’o jen, ‘swallower of spit’ (Traite, T 1509, k. 26, p. 252c3). 

If the Buddha treated Devadatta as a swallower of spit, it is because the latter had taken 
Ajatasatm’s spit, and the Buddha spoke only the truth. 

Now in the Majjhima, I, p. 395, the Buddha said: Yan ca kho Tathdgato vMacam jdnmati 
bhutam... tatra kdlahhd Tathdgato hoti tassd vdcdya veyydkarandya : “Every word that the Buddha 
knows to be true, he waits for the opportunity to utter it”, and that whether it is unpleasant or pleasant for 
others. 

In this case, the Buddha was completely right in calling Devadatta khetdsika and the accusation 
against the Buddha does not hold. In the words of the 14 th dvenikadharma, every word of the Buddha is 
preceded by knowledge and accompanied by knowledge. 
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Furthermore, the bodhisattva practices dhyana without being attached to grasping characteristics 
(animittodgrahnabhinivesat). And in the same way that a man swallows medicine ( bhaisajya ) to eliminate 
sickness ( vyddhi ) and not because of its taste, so the bodhisattva practices dhyana for the purification of 
morality ( sflavisodhana ) and the perfecting of wisdom ( prajnasampadana ). 

In each dhyana, the bodhisattva cultivates great loving-kindness ( mahdmaitri ). In dhyana, the 
contemplation of emptiness ( sunyatasamanupasyana. ) does not take place. Since it is a matter [of 
overcoming] the five objects of enjoyment ( pancakamaguna ), gross errors and mistakes ( vipaiydsa ), it is 
necessary to resort to subtle ( suksma ) but false ( vitatha ) subterfuges to destroy them, in the same way that a 
poison (visa) is required in order to destroy other poisons. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII: THE FOUR IMMEASURABLES AND 
THE FOUR FORMLESS ABSORPTIONS(p. 1239F) 

First Section THE FOUR IMMEASURABLES 

PRELIMINARY NOTE 


The third class of supplementary dharmas recommended by the Prajnaparamita for the bodhisattva is made 
up of the four immeasurables: loving kindness (maitri or maitra), compassion ( karma ), joy ( muditd ) and 
equanimity ( upeksd ). These are the four limitless ones ( apramdna ), the four liberations of the mind 
(cetovimukti) or the four abodes of Brahma ( brahmavihdra ). This last term is by far the most frequent in the 
post-canonical Sanskrit texts and in the Mahayana sutras and sastras. 

A stock phrase endlessly repeated in the Tripitaka defines the four immeasurables. The Pali wording shows 
almost no variation: DIgha, I, p. 250-251; II, p. 186-187, 242, 250; III, p. 49-50, 78, 223-224; Majjhima, I, 
p. 38, 27„ 283, 297, 335, 351, 369-370; II, p. 76, 195; III, p. 146; Samyutta, IV, p. 196, 322, 351-356; V, p. 
115-116; Anguttara, I, p. 183, 192, 196; II, p. 128-130, 184; III, p. 225; IV, p. 390; V, p. 299-301. 344-345. 
- On the other hand, the Sanskrit wording, imperfectly reproduced in the Prajnaparamita editions, has many 
variants: Sanskrit Mahaparinirvana, p. 350; Mahavastu, III, p. 213; Pancavimsati, p. 181; Satasahasrika, p. 
1444; Dasabhumika, o. 34; Mahavyut., no. 1504-1509. 

Pali: So mettdsahagatena cetaasd skam disam pharitva viharati, thatd duriyam .... Upekhdsahagatena 
cetasd -pe -pharitva viharati. 

Sanskrit: Sa maitnsahagatena cettena vipulena mahadgatenadvayendpramanendvairena- 

sapatnendvydvadhyena ... spharitvopasampadya viharati. 

Transl. of the Pali. - He abides, having encompassed the first region with a mind associated with loving¬ 
kindness. In the same say, he abides, having encompassed the second, the third and the fourth region, the 
zenith, the nadir, the [four] intermediate regions. Having encompassed the entire world everywhere and in 
every way with a mind associated with loving-kindness, with an extended mind, a grand immense mind 
free of enmity, free of malice, he abides. 

He does the same with a mind associated with compassion, with a mind associated with joy and with a 
mind associated with equanimity. 


In the chapters dedicated to the immeasurables, the Abhidharmas comment at greater or lesser length on 
this canonical formula. For the Pali Abhidhamma, see Vibhanga, chap. XIII, p. 272-284; Atthaalinl, p. 192- 
197; Vidhuddhimagga, ed. Warren, chap. IX, p. 244-270 (transl. Nanamoli, p. 321-353); Vimyyimagga, 
transl. Ehara, p. 181-197. For the Sanskrit Abhidharma, see Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 81-83, p. 420b-431b; 


1018 



Abhidharmamrta, T 1553, k. 2, p. 975c9-22 (reconstruction by Sastri, p. 99-100); Kosa, VIII, p. 196-203; 
Nyayanusara, T 1562, k. 79, p. 768c-771a; Abhidharmadlpa, p. 427-429. 


Here, contrary to its custom, the Traite avoids its usual method of first explaining the Sarvastivadin 
theories and then opposing them with the Mahayana point of view, perhaps because the two Vehicles are in 
agreement on an essential point: in the meditation on loving-kindness, etc., nobody receives, nobody is 
satisfied and, nevertheless, merit arises in the mind of the benevolent one by the very power of his 
benevolence (Kosa, IV, p. 245). The four immeasurables are purely platonic wishes: it is not enough to 
wish ( adhimuc-) that beings be happy, free of suffering or full of joy for this wish to be realized. 

There are, however, three differences between the Hinayana and Mahayana conceptions on this subject. 

First a difference in intention. The sravaka practices the immeasurables in his own interest, to purify his 
own mind. The bodhisattva has in mind only the interests of others which he realizes indirectly. By 
practicing the immeasurables, he personally gains merit which he then can apply to the welfare and 
happiness of all beings. 

Next, there are differences in domain or object. The sravaka brings the immeasurables to bear upon the 
beings of kamadhatu who alone are able to call forth the feelings of loving-kindness, compassion, joy or 
equanimity in him. The bodhisattva puts no limits on his feelings and includes in them all beings of the 
three worlds (kama-, rupa- and ariipyadhatu) distributed in the numberless universes of the ten directions. 

Further, the bodhisattva never loses sight of the twofold emptiness of beings and things that forms the very 
basis of his philosophical outlook. His feelings are brought to bear upon beings, things and even, by a 
supreme paradox, on nothing whatsoever. Although he has beings in mind, he does not forget that these do 
not exist; although he has things in mind, he remembers that they come from a complex of causes and 
conditions and are empty of intrinsic nature and of characteristics; although he has nothing in view, he 
keeps from hypostatizing this true nature of things which dissolves into a pure and simple non-existence. 

To my [Lamotte] knowledge, the distinction between loving-kindness that has beings as object, things as 
object, or not having any object is a Mahayanist invention. In the following pages, the Traite does not fail 
to exploit it. 
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I. DEFINITION OF THE IMMEASURABEES (p. 1242F) 


The four immeasurable feelings (apramanacitta) are loving-kindness ( maitri ), compassion ( karuna ), joy 
{muditd) and equanimity ( upeksd). 

Maitri is to think about beings with love and always to seek for the safety (yogaksema ) and happy things 
{sukhvastu) in order to bring them good. 

Karuna is to think with compassion of beings who are suffering in the five destinies ( gati ) all sorts of 
bodily suffering ( kdyikaduhkha ) and mental suffering ( caitasikaduhkha ). 

Muditd is to wish that beings obtain joy as a result of happiness ( sukha ). 

Upeksd is to abandon the three previous feelings and think of beings without either aversion (pratigha ) or 
fondness ( anunaya ). 


Maitrf is practiced to remove-09 hostility ( vydpdda ) toward beings. 

Karuna is practiced to remove harm ( vihimsd) toward beings. 

Muditd is practiced to remove dissatisfaction ( arati ) toward beings. 

Upeksd is practiced to remove sensual attachment ( kdmardga) and hostility ( vydpdda ) toward others.^ 10 


Question. -The four immeasurables (apramdna), [the four formless absorptions (arupyasamappati), the 
eight liberations ( vimoksa ), the eight masteries ( abhibhvdyatana ), the nine successive absorptions 
(anupurvasamdpatti) and finally the ten spheres of totality ( krtsndyatana ) are already contained in the four 
trances ( dhydna ). Why speak of them separately here? 


-09 ft should be noted that, for the Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 83, k. 427bl0-24, the Kosa, VIII, p. 200-201 and 
the Kosavyakhya, p. 687), the passions are merely removed ( durikrta ) or weakened ( viskhambhita ), not 
abandoned, by the apramdnas. 

-I® This is the canonical doctrine: cf. Dlgha, III, p. 248-249 (cited in Visuddhimagga, ed. Warren, p. 
264): Nissaranam h ’etam, dvuso, bydpddassa, yad idam mettd cetovimutti...Nissaranam h 'etam, dvyuso, 
vihesdya, yad idam karuna cetovimutti... Nissaranam h 'etam, dvuso, aratiyd, yad idam muditd 
cetovimutti... Nissaranam h ’etam, dvuso, rdgassa, yad idam upekkhd cetovimutti. 

The corresponding Sanskrit phrases are cited in the Abhidharmadlpa, p. 442,1. 3-6: Maitiy 
dsevitd bhdvitd bahuUkrta vydpddaprahdndya samvartate, karuna vihimsbprahbndya, aratiprahdndya 
muditd, kdmardgavydpddaprahdndyopeksd. 

See also Kosa, VIII, p. 196; Kosavyakhya, p. 686,1. 6-8; Lalitavistara, p. 442,1. 3-5; 
Sutralamkara, p. 181,1. 10-11; Bodh, bhumi, p. 98,1. 18-19, p. 204,1. 24. 
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Answer. - Although all these things are contained in the four dhyanas, if they are not mentioned separately 
by name, their particular virtues ( guna ) would not be known. It is like precious objects in a sack; if you do 
not open the sack to take them out, nobody can know about them. 

1) For those who want to obtain great merit ( mahdpunya ), 2 ' * one should talk about the four immeasurables 
( apramana ). 

2) In order to inspire disgust for visibles ( rupanirveda ), like spending time in prison ( kdrdgrha ), one should 
talk about the four formless absorptions (drupyasamapatti). 

3) To those who cannot obtain mastery ( abhibhava ) over objects (alambana ) so as to see objects at will 
(yathestam ), one should speak about the eight masteries ( abhibhvdatana ). 

4) To those who take blocked paths (pratisiddhamdrga ) and do not succeed in freeing the obstacles, one 
should speak of the eight liberations ( vimoksa ). 

5) To untamed minds ( addntacitta ) that cannot merge from one trance ( dhydna ) in order to enter into the 
others successively, one should speak of the nine successive absorptions (anupurvasamapatti). 

6) To those who do not possess complete illumination ( krtsndvabhdsa ) on all objects (alambana) in order 
to liberate them at will, one should speak of the ten totalities ( krtsndyatana ). 


When one thinks about the beings of the ten directions, wishing them to obtain happiness, a mental event 
(caitasika dharma) occurs called maitrT. The aggregates associated with this maitrT, feelings ( vedand), 
concepts ( samjnd), formations ( samkdra) and consciousnesses (vijndna), give rise to bodily actions 
(kdyakarman), vocal actions ( vdkkannan ) and formations dissociated from the mind 
(cittaprayuktasamskdra): the group of these dharmas ( dharmasdmagri ) is called maitrT. Since they are 
loving-kindness or arise with loving-kindness as dominant (adhipati), these dharmas are given the name of 
maitrT In the same way, all [209a] minds (citta) and all mental events ( caitasika dharma), although they 
are all causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya) of future actions, are called cetana because, among their 
activities ( kriyd), “thinking” ( cetana ) is the strongest. 2 ^ 2 

It is the same for karuna, muditd and upeksd. 


211 See above, p. 323-324F, 1040F. 

2 ^ 2 All bodily or vocal actions derived from loving-kindness are called maitrT in the same way that 
bodily or vocal actions derived from ‘thinking’, i.e., from volition (cetana), are themselves volition. This 
is why the Buddha said in the Anguttara, III, p. 415: Cetandham bhikkhave kammam vadami; cetayitvd 
kammam karoti kdyena vdcdya manasd: “I say, O monks, that action is volition: it is after having wished 
that one acts with body, speech and mind.” 

On this subject, see Tchong a han, T 26, k. 27, p. 600a24; Kathavatthu, p. 393; AtthasalinI, p. 
88; Kosa, IV, p. 1-2; Karmasiddhiprakarana, MCB, IV, p. 152, 207-208; Madh, vrtti, p. 305-306. 
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This maitn occurs in the form realm ( rupadhdtu ), 3 it i s impure ( sdsrava ) or pure (anasrava), to be 
destroyed (prahdtavya ) or not to be destroyed ( na prahdtavya). It also occurs in the [four] root trances 
(mauladhydna) and again in the dhydndntara [variation of the first dhyand]?-^ Associated with the three 
sovereign organs ( indriya ), it excludes the faculty of unpleasantness ( duhkhendriya ) and the faculty of 
dissatisfaction ( daurmansayendriya ).315 This is all explained in detail in the Abhidharma. 

When maitn still grasps ( udgrhndti ) the nature of the beings [towards whom the loving-kindness is 
expressed], it is impure ( sdsrava ); when, after having understood the nature of beings, it enters into the true 
nature (bhutalaksana ) of dharmas, it is pure (anasrava). This is why the Wou-tsin-yi p’ou- sa-wen 

(Aksayamatibodhisattvapariprccha)^ 16 sa ys: 


-13 This is then a maitn in the non-concentrated state, in kamadhatu. 

214 cf yibhasa,T 1545, k. 81, p. 42 lal-6: ’’The four apramdnas occur in kamadhatu. As for the levels 
(bhumi), maitn, karuna and upeksd occur in seven levels: kamadhatu, the four dhydnas, the andgamya 
and the dhydndntara. Some say that they occur in ten levels: the four dhydnas , four sdmantakas, the 
dhydndntara and kamadhatu. The dpramdna of muditd occurs in three levels: kamadhatu, first and 
second dhydnas. Other teachers say that the first and second dhydnas do not have the apramdna of 
karuna. Why? Because the first and second dhydnas have a strong feeling of joy.” 

Cf. Kosabhasya, p. 453,1. 12-18: Prathamadvitiyadhyanayor muditd, saumamasyatvdt. Anydni 
truly apramandni satsu bhumisu: andgamye, dhydndntare, dhydnesu ca, saprayogamaulagrahandt. Kecit 
punah andgamyam hitvd pannhcasv etamcchanti. Dasasv ity apare, kdmadhatum sdmantakdni ca 
praksipya samdhitdsamdhitamaulaprayogagrahandt. - “Muditd is of the first and second dhydna, for it 
is satisfaction [and satisfaction is absent in the other dhydnas ]. The other three apramdnas occur in six 
levels: andgamya, dhydndntara and the [four] dhydnas, thus including the root dhydnas with their 
preparatory stages. However, some teachers, excluding andgamya, distribute these apramdnas into five 
levels. Still others, into ten levels by adding [to the six] the [four] sdmantakas [of the higher dhydnas ] 
and attributing [the apramdnas ] to both the state of non-concentration and that of concentration, to the 
preparatory states as well as to the main dhydnas.'’'’ 

315 of the twenty-two indriyas of which the Sutra speaks, five are faculties of feeling ( vedanendriya ). 
Maitn is associated with the feeling of pleasure ( sukhendriya ), the faculty of satisfaction 
(saumanasyendriya), and the feeling of equanimity (upeksendriya). On the other hand, it is without the 
feeling of displeasure ( suhkhendriya ) and the feeling of dissatisfaction ( daurmanasyendriya ). 

For these five indriyas, see Samyutta, V, p. 209; Kosa, II, p. 112-15. 

316 The Aksayamatibodhisattvapariprcchd, which will be cited again below, p. 1272F and which is 
mentioned in the Mahavyut., no. 1400, forms the 45 th section of the Chinese Ratnakuta and the 44 th 
section of the Tibetan Ratnakuta: 

1) Wou-tsin-houeip ’ou-sa houei, T 310, k. 115, p. 648a-650b, translated by Bodhiruci 
(Dharmaruci) between 693 and 727 AD. 

2) Blo-gros-mi-zad-pas €uspa, OKC, no. 760 (44), translated and revised by Surendrabodhi and 
Ye-ses-sde. 
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“There are three kinds of maitri : i) that which has beings as object ( sattvalambana ), ii) that which has 
things as object ( dharmdlambana ), Hi) that which has no object ( andlambana ).217 “ 


II. ASPECTS OF THE IMMEASURABLES 


1. Loving-kindness, compassion and joy 


Question. - What are the aspects (akara) of these four immeasurables ( apramana )? 

Answer. - As the Buddha said everywhere in the sutras: “With a mind associated with loving-kindness 
{maitrisahagatena cittena), free of enmity (avairena), free of hostility ( anupandhena ), free of rivalry 
(i asapatnena ), free of malice ( avydvadhyena ), extended ( vipulena ), expanded ( mahadgatena ), immense 
(i apramanena ) and well cultivated ( subhdvitena ), the bhiksu intentionally includes in this mind of loving¬ 
kindness ( maitrfcittenddhimucya spharati) the beings of universes in the eastern direction ( purva dis), then 
he intentionally includes in this mind of loving-kindness the beings of the universes of the ten directions: 
those of the south ( daksind), the west (pascima), the north (uttard), of the four intermediate directions 
(vidis), of the zenith ( uparistdt) and the nadir ( adhastdt ). And in the same way, he includes them by means 


But the passage cited here does not belong to the Aksayamatibodhisattvapariprcchd: it comes 
from the Aksayamatinirdesasutra or simply Aksayamatisutra, of which there are two Chinese 
translations and one Tibetan translation: 

1) A-tch ’a-mop ’ou-sa king, T 403, translated by Dharmaraksa between 265 and 313. 

2) Wou-tsin-yi p ’ou-sa p ’in, translated by Dharmaksema between 414 and 421 and later 
incorporated in the Mahasamnipata where it forms the 12 th section (T 397, k. 27-30, p. 184-213). 

3) Blo-gros-mi-zad-pas bstan-pa, OKC, no. 842, anonymously translated. 

This sutra, under the name Aksayamatisutra, is cited in the Siksasamuccaya, p. 11,21,33, 34, 
117, 119, 158, 167, 183, 190,212, 233,236,271,278, 285,287, 316; in the Panjika,, p. 81, 86, 118, 173, 
522, 527; and the Traite will refer to it later (k. 53, p. 442a2), calling it A-tch ’a-mo king. It is also cited 
under the name Aksayamatinirdesasutra in the Panjika, p. 20, and the Mahavyut., no. 1344. 

217 Aksayamatinidesa, T 403, k. 4, p. 500al3-17; T 397, k. 29, p. 200al5-18. The original Sanskrit is 
cited in Siksasamucchaya, p. 212: Sd [maitri] trividhaksayamatisutre ‘bhihita: sattvdramband maitri 
prathamacittotpddikdndm bodhisattvdndm; dharmdramband carydpratipanndndm bodhisattvdndm; 
andramband maitri anutpattikadharmaksdtipratilabdhdndm bodhisattvdndm iti. - “In the 
Aksayamatisutra, this loving-kindness is threefold: that which has beings as object belongs to the 
bodhisattvas who have just produced the mind of bodhi; that which has dharmas as object belongs to 
bodhisattvas cultivating the practices; that which has no object belongs to the bodhisattva having the 
conviction that dharmas do not arise.” 

As we will see later, p. 1251F, this threefold maitri is mentioned frequently in the Mahayana 
sutras and sastras. 
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of a mind associated with compassion ( kamnasahagatena ), associated with joy (muditasahagatena) and 
associated with equanimity ( upeksdsahagatena cittena). 

a. maitrisahagatena cittena. 

“With a mind associated with loving-kindness.” - Maitrf is a mental event ( caitasika dharma) capable of 
counteracting the corruptions ( kasdya ) contained in the mind, namely, hatred ( dvesa ), hostility ( upandha ), 
avarice (mdtsarya), lust ( rdga ), and the other passions ( klesa ). Thus, when the purifying pearl ( mani ) is 
placed in dirty water, it becomes clear. 

b. avairenanupanahena cittena. 

“With a mind free of enmity and free of hostility.” - Let us suppose that, with or without reason, one hates 
someone. If one wants to insult him, curse him, strike him or rob him, this is enmity ( vaira), If one waits 
for the proper moment and, given the chance, one torments him with all one’s strength, this is hostility 
(upandha). Since maitrf counteracts both these things, it is said to be free of enmity and hostility.- 19 

c. asapatnendbydvadhyena cittena. 

“With a mind free of rivalry and free of malice.” - Hostility ( upandha ) is rivalry ( sapatnatd). The first 
offensive movement (dghdta) is of hostility (upandha). In time, hostility becomes rivalry (sapatnatd). 
When one inflicts torment (vydbddha) by means of physical and vocal actions (kdyavdkkannan), this is 
malice (vydvadhya). 

Furthermore, the fetter ‘hostility’ (pratighasamyojana) is called enmity (vaira). When enmity increases, is 
prolonged and becomes attached to but not yet fixed (niyata) in the mind, it takes the name of hostility 
(upandha) and also rivalry (sapatnatd). When the mind is determined and no longer has any scruples, this 
is called malice ( vydvadhya ).220 

Because the power of maitncitta rejects, abandons and leaves behind these three things, it is said to be ’free 
of enmity, free of hostility, free of rivalry and free of malice’. The Buddha praised maitncitta in regard to 
this fourfold exemption.-- 1 


-18 Here the Traite reproduces, with a few liberties, the canonical stock phrase cited above, p. 1239F, 
with references. Like the Kosa, VIII, p. 199, and the Visuddhimagga, p. 255, it is careful to state that the 
apramanas include not the directions but the beings in these regions. It insists on the voluntary nature of 
their action, for the ascetic voluntarily (adhimucaya) and in contradiction to the actual fact that the 
ascetic sees beings as happy, unhappy, joyful: see Kosa, IV, p. 245; VIII, p. 198-199. 

219 According to the Visuddhimagga, p. 256, the mind is without enmity (avera) inasmuch as it 
destroys malice and hostility (bydpddapaccatthikappahdnena) 

220 On the other hand, for the Visuddhimagga, p. 256, the mind is abydpajjha ‘without affliction’, 
because it destroys sadness (domanassappahdnato). The expression then would mean absence of 
suffering (niddukkha). 

221 Notably in the Mettasutta of the Suttanipata, p. 26, v. 149-151: 

Mata yathd niyam puttam 
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All beings fear suffering and are attached to happiness. Enmity is cause and condition for suffering, and 
maitn is cause and condition for happiness. Beings who hear it said that this concentration of loving¬ 
kindness ( maitrisamadhi ) can chase away suffering and bring happiness become mindful ( smrtimat ), brave 
(atapiri) and full of energy ( viryavat ) to practice this meditative stabilization, and this is why they are 
‘without enmity, without hostility, without rivalry and without malice.’ 

d. vipulena, mahadgatendpramdnena cittena. 

“With a vast, expanded, immense mind”.“2 - This mind is single, but as its magnitude differs, there are 
three attributive adjectives used. 

This mind is vast ( vipula ) when it includes one single region, extended [209b] ( mahadgata ) when it goes 
far and high, immense ( apramdna ) when it includes the nadir ( adhastdd dis ) and the other nine regions. 

Furthermore, if it is low ( avara ), maitn is called vast ( vipula ); middling ( madhya ), it is called extended 
(, mahadgata ); higher ( agra), it is called immense {apramdna). 


dyusd ekaputtam anurakkhe / 
evam pi sabbabhutesu 
manasam bhdvaye aparimanam // 

Mettah ca sabbalokasmim 
manasam bhdvaye aparimanam / 
udham adho ca tiriyan ca 
asambddham averam asapattam // 

Tittham caram nisinno vd 

saydno vd ydvat’ assa vigatamiddho / 

etam satim adhittheyya, 

brahmam etam vihdram idha-m-ahu // 

Transl. - “As a mother, during her entire life, protects her own son, her only son, so should 
everyone nourish an immense friendliness for all beings. 

Let him nourish an immense friendliness and loving-kindness for the entire world, above, below 
and across, free of any obstacle, enmity or rivalry. 

Standing, walking, sitting or lying down, as long as he is awake, let him be fdled with this 
feeling, for this, they say, is the abode of the Brahma gods.” 

“2 cf. Visuddhimagga, p. 256: Vipulena ti attha capharanavasena vipulatd datthabbd. Bhumivasena 
pana etam mahaggatam. Pagunavasena ca appamdnasattdrammanavasena ca appamdnam: “By vast 
here we should understand its amplitude as inclusion. It is also expanded in regard to the levels in which 
it is applicable [from kamadhatu up to mpadhatu included]. It is immense in regard to its competence and 
to the fact that it has innumerable beings as object.” 
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Furthermore, if it bears upon the beings of the four main directions (dis), maitn is called vast ( vipula ); if it 
bears upon the beings of the four intermediate directions ( vidis ), it is said to be extended ( mahadgata ); if it 
bears upon the beings of the zenith and the nadir. It is said to be immense ( apramdna ). 

Furthermore, if it destroys“^ the minds of enmity ( vairacitta ), maitn is called vast (vipula)’ if it destroys 
the minds of rivalry ( sapatnacitta ), it is called extended (mahadgata)’, if it destroys the minds of malice 
(vydvadhyacitta) it is called immense (apramdna). 

Furthermore, all the defiled minds (klistajnana) cultivated by vile individuals giving rise to evil things are 
called vile (hma). The most vile of them are enmity (vaira), rivalry (sapatnatd) and malice (vydvadhya). 
Since maitn destroys these vile minds, it is called vast (vipula), extended (mahadgata) and immense 
(apramdna). Why? Because great causes and conditions are necessary to destroy vile things. The ‘vast’ 
mind (vipulacitta) that fears sin (dpatti), that fears falling into hell, eliminates the bad dharmas from the 
mind; the ‘extended’ mind (mahadgatacitta) that believes in the retribution of merits (punyavipdka) 
eliminates the bad thoughts; the ‘immense’ mind (apramdnacitta) that wants to attain nirvana eliminates 
the bad thoughts. 

Furthermore, when the yogin observes the purity of the discipline (silavisuddhi), this is a ‘vast’ mind; when 
he is endowed with trance and absorption ( dhydnasamdpattisampanna ), this is an ‘extended’ mind ; when 
he is endowed with wisdom ( prajnasampanna ), this is an ‘immense’ mind. 

When the yogin, by means of this mind of loving-kindness (maitncitta), thinks about the noble people 
(dryapudgala) who have found the Path, this is an ‘immense’ mind because he is using immense means to 
distinguish these noble people. When he thinks about the noble abodes (dvdsa) of gods and men, this is an 
‘extended’ mind. When he thinks about lower beings (hmasattva) and the three unfortunate (durgati) 
destinies, this is a ‘vast’ mind. 

When he thinks with loving-kindness about a being that is dear to him (priyasattva) and he extends this 
thought [to all dear beings], this is a ‘vast’ mind. When he thinks with loving-kindness about people who 
are indifferent to him (madhyastha purusa), this is an ‘extended’ mind. When he thinks with loving¬ 
kindness about his enemies (vaira) and thus his merits ( guna) are many, this is an ‘immense’ mind.224 


223 | n fact, it does not destroy the passions; it removes them and undermines them. 

224 Maitri should be practiced gradually in this way to include with all beings, friends, neutrals and 
enemies, in the same loving-kindness. This is called ‘breaking the barriers (simasambheda). Cf. 
Visuddhimagga, p. 246: Bhikkhund... sfmasambhedam katthkdmena... atippiyasahdyake, 
atippiyasahdyakato majjhatte, majjhattato veripuggate mettd bhdvetabbd. Bhdventena ca ekekasmim 
kottdse mudum kammaniyam cittam katvd tadanantare tadanantare upasamharitabbam: “The monk who 
wishes to break the barriers should cultivate loving-kindness toward a very dear friend, then toward a 
neutral person as though he were very dear, then toward an enemy as though he were neutral. While he is 
doing this, in each case he should make his mind soft and gentle before going on to the next one.” 

For the way in which beginners (ddikmarmika ) should practice loving-kindness, see also 
Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 82, p. 421cl5-22; Kosa, VIII, p. 201-202. 
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The mind that bears upon a limited object is called ‘vast’; that which bears upon a small object is called 
‘extended’; that which bears upon immensity is called ‘immense’. 

This is the meaning of these distinctions. 

e. subhavitena cittena. 

By a ‘well-cultivated’ mind is meant a strong ( drdha ) mind of loving-kindness ( maitrfcitta ). The mind is 
not yet ‘well-cultivated’ when one is just beginning to acquire it. In order that it be ‘well-cultivated’, it is 
not enough to practice it just toward fond people, or toward good people, or toward those who do good to 
us, or toward beings of a single direction; following long practice, it is necessary to acquire deep affection 
for and love equally and without any difference the three types of beings, friends (priyapudgala ), enemies 
(vairipudgala) and neutrals ( madhyastha ), to look upon beings in the five destinies (pancagati ) and the ten 
directions with the same loving-kindness as one regards one’s mother, father, older brother, younger 
brother, older sister, younger sister, one’s son, nephew, one’s friend; one should always look for good 
things to procure their welfare ( hita ) and safety (yogaksema)\ finally, one should include the beings of the 
ten directions in this loving-kindness. 

2. The three kinds of loving-kindness^- 5 


The Traite will return later (k. 40, p. 350b25-28; k. 53, p. 442a2-3) to these three types of loving¬ 
kindness and compassion. They are often mentioned in the Mahayana sutras and sastras, especially in the 
Aksayamatisutra cited above, p. 1245F. Here are some other texts where they are mentioned: 

Mahayana Mahaparinirvanasutra (T 374, k. 15, p. 452c; T 375, k. 14, p. 694c): O son of noble 
family, there are four other brahmanical conducts: maitri, karuna, mudita and npeksd. - The bodhisattva 
Kasyapa said to the Buddha: O Bhagavat, if one practices maitri well, one destroys malice (v ydpdda), 
and if one practices karundcitta, one also destroys malice. Then why speak of four apramana citlas ! By 
examining the meaning, there should be three. Bhagavat, there are three kinds of maitri. 1) that which 
has beings as object ( sattvdlambana ); 2) that which has things as object (i dharmdlambana ); 3) that which 
has no object ( andlambana ). It is the same for karuna, mudita and upeksd. Consequently, the apramdnas 
should be three in number and not four. The maitri that has beings as object is concerned with the five 
skandhas and wishes to bring them happiness: we say that it has beings as object. The one that has 
things as object is concerned with the things that are necessary to beings and brings them to beings: we 
say that it has things as object. The one that has no object concerns the Tathagata: we say that it has no 
object. In general, maitri concerns poor beings ( daridrasattva ), but the Tathagata, the great Teacher, is 
always free of poverty and enjoys absolute happiness ( paramasukha ). Thus, although it concerns beings, 
maitri does not concern the Buddha. It is the same for the maitri that concerns objects. O Bhagavat, the 
maitri that has all beings as object concerns, for example, a father, mother, wife, son, relative; 
consequently we say that it has beings as object. The maitri that has things as object does not see the 
father, mother, wife, son, relative; it see all the things that result from causes and conditions 
(pratityotpanna ): we say that it has things as object. The maitri that has no object is based upon neither 
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the characteristic of a thing ( dharmanimitta ) nor the characteristic of a being ( sattvanimitta ): we say that 
it has no object. It is the same for the minds of karuna, mudita and upeksd. Therefore the apramdnas 
should be three and not four. 

Buddhabhumisutrasastra, T 1530, k. 5, p. 314b8-13: There are three kinds of matin'. 1) that 
which has beings as object ( sattvdlambana ); 2) that which has things as object ( dharmdlambana ); 3) that 
which has no object ( andlambana ). 

Bodhisattvas at the stage of those who have just produced bodhi mind 
(prathamacittotpddikdvasthd) practice mainly the matin that has beings as object. This is most 
frequently impure ( sdsrava ) for its realm (gocara) is purely conventional ( samvrtisat ) things. 

Bodhisattvas at the stage of those who are cultivating the practices ( caiydpratipanndvasthd) 
mainly practice the matin that has things as object. This one also is impure (sdsrava) most frequently, 
for its realm ( gocara ) is the Mahayana teachings. 

Bodhisattvas who have acquired the conviction that dharmas do not arise 
(anutpattikadharmaksdntipratilabdha) practice matin mainly without object. Even though it has an 
object, the fundamental element ( dharmadhdtu ), it is, like the dharmas of retribution ( vipdkadharma ), 
eye, etc., without thought-construction ( vikalpa ), makes no effort (prayoga ) and functions spontaneously 
(svarasena pravartate). This is why it is called ‘great matin without object’ ( andlambana ), associated 
with the knowledge of equality ( samatdjndnasamprayukta ). Another meaning: as it bears upon the 
fundamental element ( dharmadhdtu ) only and is always without thought-construction (vikalpa), as it 
does not bear upon either beings or things, it is called the matin without object. 

The Sutralamkara, p. 121, also mentions these three kinds of apramdna. Those that have no 
object, it says, concern suchness ( tathatd): they are without object insofar as they are without thought- 
construction ( te hy avukapatvdd andlambandh). 

Bodh. bhumi, p. 241-242 (T 1579, k. 44, p. 535c7-18). Transl. - In short, the bodhisattva 
develops the four apramdnas in three ways: those having beings as object, those having things as object 
and those having no object. 

The bodhisattva arranges beings into three groups, happy, unhappy and neither unhappy nor 
happy, but all aspiring to happiness; he conceives towards them loving-kindness accompanied by the 
great resolve to procure happiness for them. Having included the ten directions in this mind of loving¬ 
kindness, he dwells with the aspiration (adhimoksa = adhimuktisamjnd: cf. Kosa, VIII, p. 199) that this 
is about beings. 

Then, no longer having the notion of things, the bodhisattva cultivates this loving-kindness by 
intentionally considering this metaphor of beings in what are just things. This is the matin of 
bodhisattvas having things as object. 

Finally, the bodhisattva cultivates this loving-kindness by not even imagining things. This is the 
bodhisattva’s maitri without object. 

It is the same for karuna, mudita and upeksd. 
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1) The mind of loving-kindness ( maitricitta ) of which we have just spoken is that which has beings as 
object ( sattvdlambana ). It is found mainly among worldly people ( prthagjana ) practicing the trances or in 
adepts on the path of practice ( saiksa ) who have not yet destroyed the impurities (, akstnasrava ). 

2) There are those who practice a loving-kindness that has things as object ( dharmalambana)', these are the 
arhats who have destroyed the impurities [209c] (ksmdsrava), the pratyekabuddhas and the Buddhas. 
Having destroyed the concept of self (dtmasamjnd) and eliminated notions of identity and difference 
(i ekatvdnyatvasamjnd), these holy individuals (diyapudgala) consider only the objects of enjoyment 
(kamaguna) continually (prabandika) coming from causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ). When they think 
about beings with loving-kindness, they think only of the emptiness ( simya ) coming continually from 
causes and conditions together. The ‘being’ is the five [empty] skandhas. When they think with loving¬ 
kindness, they are thinking about these five skandhas. But beings themselves ignore this emptiness of 
things (dharmasunyatd) and, with their whole heart, always want to find happiness ( sukha ). The holy 
individuals (diyapudgala) of whom we are speaking take pity on them and make them find happiness as 
they wish, but only from the conventional point of view ( samvrtitas ). This is what is called loving-kindness 
having things as object ( dharmalambana ). 

3) As for the loving-kindness that has no object ( andlambana ), this is the one that only the Buddhas 
possess. Why? The mind of the Buddhas does not rest on the conditioned ( samskrta ) or on the 
unconditioned (asamskrta); it does not rest on the past ( atfta ), the future ( andgata ) or the present 
( pratyutpanna ). The Buddhas know that all objects (dlambana ) are not real, are erroneous and deceptive: 
this is why their mind is without object ( andlamabana ). Beings do not know the true nature (bhutalaksana) 
of things; they wander through the five destinies (pahcagati ), their minds are attached ( abhinivisate ) to 
things, they make distinctions, take [certain things] and reject other things. And so the Buddhas use the 
wisdom (prajnd) of the true nature of things and make beings obtain it: this is the loving-kindness ‘without 
object’. 

It is as if one gave material ( vasu ) objects to a needy person ( daridra ), precious things of gold or silver 
(suvarnarupyamayaratnadravya) and [finally] the precious wish-fulfilling gem: it is the same for the 


It may be noted that the sources cited here have adapted the theory of the three kinds of maitri 
to the ultimate point of their philosophy. Thus the Mahayana Mahaparinirvanasutra which accepts the 
innateness of buddha-nature in all beings makes the Tathagata the object of the maitri called ‘without 
object’. For the Buddhabhumisutra, the Sutralamkara and the Bodh, bhumi, which come under the 
idealist school of the Vijnanavadins, the object of the maitri ‘without object’ is the fundamental element 
(i dharmadhdtu ), suchness ( tathatd), a mind where subject and object of consciousness are mixed, or 
rather, a mind where there is neither subject nor object. 

The Trade, which represents pure Madhyamaka, clearly cannot go along with the conclusions of 
monist Buddhism or of idealist Buddhism. For the Trade, the object of maitri ’without object’ is the true 
nature of things ( dharmdndm bhutalaksanam), i.e., pure and simple non-existence as has been explained. 
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loving-kindness that has beings as object, the loving-kindness that has things as object and the loving¬ 
kindness without object, respectively.“6 

This briefly ( samksepena ) defines the meaning of the mind of loving-kindness. It is the same for the mind 
of compassion ( kanmdcitta ): the ascetic includes with compassion the suffering of beings of the ten 
directions and reflects as follows: “Beings are in misery; they should not endure all these sufferings.” Then 
“with a mind free of enmity ( avaira ), free of hostility ( anupanaha ), free of rivalry ( asapatna ), free of 
malice (avydvadhya ),” etc., “he includes the ten directions.” 

3. The subjective nature of loving-kindness 


Question. - There are three kinds of beings: i) those who experience happiness ( sukhita ), such as the gods 
and a small portion of humans (manusyanam prabheda); ii ) those who undergo suffering ( duhkhita ), such 
as the beings of the three unfortunate destinies ( durgati ) and a small portion of humans; Hi) those who 
experience neither suffering nor happiness ( aduhkhdsukhita ), such as a small portion of beings in the five 
destinies. How do those who practice loving-kindness see all beings as experiencing happiness, and those 
who practice compassion see all beings as undergoing suffering? 

Answer. - When the yogin wants to use the infinite feeling of loving-kindness, first he makes the following 
vow ( pranidhana ): “I wish that beings may experience all kinds of happiness.”^ 7 Having in this way 
grasped ( udgrhya ) the character of the happy man ( sukhitanimitta ), he concentrates his mind ( cittam 
pragrhndd) and enters into dhydna. This nature increases gradually ( kramena vardhate) and then the yogin 
sees all beings as experiencing happiness. 

Thus, when one is making fire by friction ( mathana ), first the flame takes fire on the soft grass ( mrdutrna ) 
and dried cow dung ( suskagomaya ) and, as the strength of the fire increases, it is able to consume big 
pieces of moist wood ( sasnehakdstha ).“8 It is the same for the concentration of loving-kindness 
( maitrisamadhi ): at the beginning, when one make the vows for loving-kindness ( maitnpramidhdna ), one 
applies them only to one’s friends ( mitra)\ but when the mind of loving-kindness has grown, enemies 
(i amitra ) and relatives ( bandhu ) become mixed up and one sees them all as experiencing happiness: this is 


22b The three kinds of maitrf are comparable to the gift of an ordinary object, the gift of a precious 
object, and the gift of the cintdmani, respectively. 

227 We may recall that the practice of the apramanas is limited to formulating and extending to infinity 
purely platonic vows: cf. Abhidharmadlpa, p. 428: Sukhita vata santu sattvd id manasi kurvan maitrim 
samdpadyate, dhuhkhitd vata sattvd id karundm, modantdm vata sattvd id muditdm, sattvd ity eva 
manasi kurvann upeksdm samdpadyate mddhyasthydt. See also Kosa, VIII, p. 198. 

228 Qf Majjhima, I, p. 240: Api mi... puriso allam... kattham sasneham udake nikkhhittam uttararanim 
dddya abhimanthento aggim abhinibbatteyya tejo pdtukareyydti. - “A man who rubs a soaking wet piece 
of wood with a fire stick, would he be able to produce fire and create heat?” 
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because the dhyanas or samapattis of loving-kindness have grown ( vardliita ) and are becoming complete 
(sampanna). 

It is the same for the minds of compassion ( karund), joy (mudita) and equanimity ( upeksd). 

4 . Object and merit of equanimity 


Question. - In the course of the mind of compassion ( karundcitta ), one takes hold of the character of the 
unhappy man (duhkhanimittam udgrhnati); in the course of the mind of joy ( mudita) one takes hold of the 
character of the joyful man ( muditdnimitta. What character does one take hold of in the course of the mind 
of equanimity ( upeksanimitta )? [210a] 

Answer. - One takes hold of the character of the neither unhappy nor happy man ( aduhkhdsukhita ). When 
this mind has increased gradually, the yogin sees the entire world as being neither unhappy nor happy. 

Question. - The first three minds - loving-kindness, compassion and joy - are certainly meritorious 
( punya ). But what benefit ( arthakiiyd) can there be in the mind of equanimity bearing on beings who are 
neither unhappy nor happy? 

Answer. - The yogin thinks thus: “When they lose their happiness ( sukha ), beings encounter suffering 
(duhkha), and in the time of suffering, they are unhappy ( duhkhita ). Finding a state without either suffering 
or happiness would be safety for them (yogaksema ).” This is how [the mind of equanimity} presents a 
benefit ( arthakriyd 

When the yogin practices the minds of loving-kindness (maitri) and joy, it may happen that a feeling of 
attachment ( abhisvangacitta ) arises in him; when he practices the mind of compassion (karund), it may 
happens that a feeling of sadness (daurmansayacitta) arises in him. His mind is distracted ( viksipta ) by this 
attachment or this sadness. Then he enters into the mind of equanimity ( upeksacitta ) and drives away 
(apanayati) this attachment and this sadness. Since attachment and sadness are eliminated, there is a ‘mind 
of equanimity’. 

5. Differences between loving-kindness and joy 


Question. - We can ascertain the differences ( visesa ) that exist between the mind of compassion 
(karundcitta) and the mind of equanimity (upeksacitta). [But the differences are less evident between the 
other two.] The mind of loving-kindness (maitricitta) wishes that all beings be happy (sukhita) and the 
mind of joy (muditdcitta) wishes that all beings be joyful (mudita). What difference is there between 
happiness (sukha) and joy ( mudita j? 


229 


An advantage for the person who is practicing it, but not for the person who is the object of it. 
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Answer. - Happiness is bodily happiness ( kayika sukha ); joy is mental happiness ( caitasika sukha). 

We call happiness the happiness associated with the first five consciousnesses 
( pancavijndnasamprayutasukha );230 we ca jj j 0 y the happiness associated with the mental consciousness 
( manovijnanasamprayuktasukha). 

We call happiness the happiness that arises in regard to the first five [external] bases of consciousness 
(pancdyatana);231 we call joy the happiness that arises in regard to the base made up of mental objects 
( dharmayatana ). 

First the yogin formulates vows of happiness ( sukhapranidhana ) that beings find this happiness and that, 
after this happiness, they find joy ( muditd). Thus, when someone has pity on a needy person, first he gives 
him a precious thing ( ratnadravya ): that is ‘happiness’; next, he invites the poor person to trade it for 
money so that he can enjoy the five objects of enjoyment (pancakamaguna ): that is ‘joy’. 

Furthermore, we call happiness the happiness of the desire realm ( kdmadhdtusukha) which one is wishing 
for beings; we call joy the happiness of the form realm ( rupadhatusukha ) which one is wishing for beings. 

Furthermore, we call happiness: i) the happiness associated with the five consciousnesses 
( pancavijhanasamprayuktasukha) in the desire realm {kamadhatu)', ii) the happiness associated with the 
three consciousnesses ( trivijnanasamprayuktasukha ) in the first dhydna; Hi) all the happiness in the third 
dhydna232 _ w e ca u j 0 y : /) the happiness associated with the mental consciousness 

(, manovijnanasamprayuktasukha ) in the desire realm ( kamadhatu ) and the first dhydna', ii) all the happiness 
in the second dhydna. 

We call happiness coarse ( auddrika) happiness; we call joy subtle (suksma) happiness. 

‘Happiness’ refers to the time of the cause ( hetukdla ); ‘joy’ refers to the time of the fruit (phalakdla). When 
one is beginning to find happiness, that is called ‘happiness’; when the joyful mind arises within 
(i adhydtman) and the signs of happiness appear outwardly ( bahirdd) by way of singing, dancing and leaping 
about, that is called ‘joy’. Thus when one starts to swallow a medicine ( bhaisajya), it is happiness, but 
when the medicine has penetrated the whole body, that is joy. 

Question. - If that is so, why not combine these two minds into one single immeasurable ( apramdna )? 
Why, on the contrary, distinguish two different things? 

Answer. - At the start, the yogin’s mind is not concentrated (pragrhfta) and as he cannot love beings 
deeply, that gives him happiness only; but when he has concentrated his mind and loves beings deeply, that 
gives him joy. This is why he is first happy and, only after that, is he joyful. 


230 Eye, ear, nose, tongue and body consciousnesses. 

23 1 Color, sound, smell, taste and tangible. 

23~ On the nature of sukha in the kamadhatu and the first three dhydnas, see Kosa, VIII, p. 150-151. 
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Question. - If that is so, why does [the sutra]333 no t mention loving-kindness ( maitrf) and joy (mudita) one 
after the other [but interposes compassion]? 

Answer. - When the mind of loving-kindness is being practiced, one loves beings as one’s son and one 
wishes to bring them happiness. But having emerged from the concentration of loving-kindness, one sees 
beings undergoing all kinds of suffering. Then, producing a mind of deep love, one has compassion for 
[210b] beings and makes them obtain deep happiness.334 

Just as parents who love their son at all times, nevertheless redouble their affection for him when he falls 
sick, so the bodhisattvas who have entered into minds of compassion ( karundcitta ), considering the 
sufferings of beings, develop a feeling of pity ( anukampdcitta ) and grant them profound happiness. This is 
why the mind of compassion takes an intermediate place [between the mind of loving-kindness and the 
mind of joy]. 

6. Reasons for practicing equanimity 


Question. - If one loves beings so deeply, why practice the mind of equanimity ( upeksacitta) in addition? 

Answer. - The yogin sees things in the following way: he never abandons beings and he thinks only of 
abandoning the three minds [of loving-kindness, compassion and joy]. Why? First of all, to put an end to 
other dharmas.235 

Then, by the mind of loving-kindness ( maitrfcitta ), he wished that beings be happy, but he did not succeed 
in making them happy. By the mind of compassion ( karundcitta ), he wished that beings could escape from 
suffering, but he did not succeed in making them free of suffering. When he practiced the mind of joy 
(muditdcitta) he did not succeed in causing them to experience great joy either. All of that was mere mental 
activity ( manakdra ) without any real reality ( bhutdrtha ). And so, wishing to make beings find the real truth, 
the yogin makes the resolve ( cittam utpddayate) to become Buddha. He practices the six perfections 
(pdramitd) and perfects within himself the attributes of Buddha so that beings may find true happiness. 
This is why the yogin abandons the three minds [of loving-kindness, compassion and joy] so as to enter 
into the mind of equanimity ( upeksacitta ).336 

Finally, the minds of loving-kindness, compassion and joy are minds of love so deep that it is hard to 
abandon beings. [On the other hand], if one enters into the mind of equanimity, it is easy to separate from 
them. 


-33 The canonical expression for the four apramanas is cited above, p. 1239-40F. 

334 Psychologically, joy ( mudita) follows after compassion ( karund); we should note that beings are 
unhappy before wishing to be joyful. 

335 By practicing equanimity ( upeksd), the yogin removes sensual attachment (kamardga) and hostility 
(v ydpdda) towards beings: see above, p. 1242F. 

336 This mind of equanimity is indispensable to becoming Buddha. 
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7. Limit to the salvific action of the immeasurables 


Question. - The bodhisattva, who has finally become Buddha after having practiced the six perfections 
cannot do anything further so that beings may escape from suffering and find happiness. Then why do you 
limit yourself to saying that the three minds [of loving-kindness, compassion and joy] are mental activity 
arising in the mind and without any real truth? [Why not say that also of the mind of equanimity]? 

Answer. - It is true that the bodhisattva, having become Buddha, cannot do anything to make beings find 
happiness, but when he is still bodhisattva, he makes the great vows ( mahapranidhanany utpadayati); as a 
result of these great vows, he gains great merit ( mahdpunya ) and, as the reward of this great merit, he is 
able to do great good for worldly people ( prthagjana ). 

When the sravakas practice the four immeasurables ( apramdna ), it is to tame themselves (atmadamanaya), 
for their own welfare ( svahitdya ), and they think about beings in vain.^3 7 The bodhisattvas, however, 
practice the mind of loving-kindness so that beings may escape from suffering and find happiness. As a 
result of this mind of loving-kindness, they themselves gain merit and teach others how to gain merit. 
Gathering the ripened fruits ( vipdkaphala ) of their merit, these bodhisattvas sometimes become noble 
cakravartin kings, rich in kind deeds; sometimes also they leave home ( pravrajanti ), practice the dhyanas, 
guide beings and teach them how to practice the dhyanas to be reborn in pure universes ( suddhalokadhdtu ) 
and there enjoy the happiness. Finally, when they become Buddha, they enter into nirvana without residue 
(nirupadhisesanirvana) with immeasurable and incalculable beings ( apramdndsamkhyeyasattva ). 
Compared to the mind of emptiness ( sunyatdcitta ), their vows (pranidhdna ) are much more salutary, and 
still other things, including their relics ( sarira ), are very beneficial. 

Furthermore, if a single bodhisattva completely saved all beings, the other bodhisattvas would have no one 
to save. From then on, there would be no more future ( andgate ) Buddhas, the lineage of the Buddhas 
( buddhavamsa ) would be interrupted ( samucchinna ) and other faults of the same kind would ensue. This 
[210c] is why a single Buddha does not save all beings without exception. 

Finally, what is called the nature of beings ( sattvasvabhdva ) is only a product of error ( mohaja ): it is not a 
real thing (bhuta ) nor is it determinate ( niyata ). If all the Buddhas of the three times and the ten directions 
went to look for a being, they would find none. Then how would they save all completely? 

8. Is the idea of salvation is purely conventional? 


337 i n sense that beings will derive no benefit, for the vows formulated by the sravakas profit only 
themselves. 
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Question. - If [the beings] who are empty [of intrinsic nature] cannot all be saved ( trata ), a small number 
of beings will be equally empty. Then how do [the Buddhas] save a small number of them? 

Answer. - I have just said that if the Buddhas of the three times and the ten directions went to look for 
beings, they would find not a single one and, consequently, that there is no one to save. If you object: “Why 
do they not save them all?”, you fall into a questionable position ( nigrahasthdna ), a position from which 
you cannot extricate yourself. And if you object: “Since the categories of few and many do not apply to 
beings, how could the Buddhas save a small number of them?”, you fall into an even more questionable 
position. 

Furthermore, from the absolute point of view ( paramartha ) , the true nature (, bhutalaksana ) of things, there 
are no beings ( sattva ) and there is no salvation ( trdna ). It is merely conventionally that we affirm the 
existence of salvation. As for you, you seek the absolute (paramartha ) in the conventional (samvrti), which 
is inadmissible (nopapadyate). It is as if you were looking for a precious pearl (: maniratna ) in a brick or a 
stone: never would you find it there. 

Furthermore, all the qualities acquired by the Buddhas in the interval of time between their first production 
of the mind of awakening (prathamacittotpdda ) until the disappearance of the Holy Dharma 
(. saddharmavipralopa ), all these qualities are formations (samskdra), limited ( sapaiyanta ), measurable 
(sapramdna), having a beginning (ddi) and an end (paiyavasdna ). This is why the number of beings to be 
converted (vaineyasattva) must also be measurable. It is not possible, with measurable qualities, fruits of 
retribution [of a given number] of causes and conditions, to completely save beings without number in their 
totality. 

It is like a strong man ( balavdn purusah): no matter how powerful his bow ( dhanus ) and no matter how far 
his arrow (isu) can fly, it will necessarily finally fall down. Or it is like the great fire (mahagni) at the end 
of the kalpa ( kalpasamvartana ) 238 that burns the trisdhasralokadhdtu : its brilliance (arcis) is immense, 
but although it burns for a long time, it is finally extinguished. It is the same for the bodhisattva become 
Buddha. From his first production of the mind of awakening, he holds the bow of exertion ( ytryadhanus ) in 
his hand, wields the arrow of wisdom ( prajnesu ), penetrates deeply into the Buddhadharma and 
accomplishes the great deeds of the Buddhas (buddhakdiya), but he also must end up becoming 
extinguished. When the bodhisattva has won the knowledge of dharmas in all their aspects 
(.sarvakdrajnana ), his body emits rays ( rasmi ) that light up innumerable universes (i apramdnalokadhatu ); 
each of these rays creates numberless bodies ( apramdnakdya ) that save numberless beings 
(i apramanasattva ) in the ten directions by metamorphosis ( nirmfte ). After his nirvana, the eighty-four 
thousand articles of the Dharma that he has taught (catursftisahasra dharmaskandha ) and his relics ( sarira ) 
convert (paripdcayanti ) beings. But, like the fire at the end of the kalpa, having shone for a long time, he 
too must become extinguished. 


238 Cf. Kosa, III, p. 184, 209-210. 
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Question. - You yourself say that these rays create innumerable bodies by metamorphosis that save the 
innumerable beings of the ten directions. Why did you sometimes say that, due to measurable causes and 
conditions, the number of beings to be converted should also be measurable ? 

Answer. - There are two kinds of immeasurable (i apramana );239 

1) The true immeasurable (bhutapramana) which cannot be measured by any holy individual 
(aryapudgala). Space (dkdsa ), nirvana and the true nature of being ( sattvabhdva ) cannot be measured [in 
any way]. 

2) Measurable things ( prameyadhama ) which only weak people are incapable of measuring; for example, 
the weight ( gurutva ) of Mount Sumeru, or the number of drops of water ( bindu) in the great ocean 
(mahdsamudra). The Buddhas and bodhisattvas know these things, but they are unknown to gods and 
humans. 

It is the same for the number of beings to be converted ( vinftasattva ) by [211a] the Buddhas; the Buddhas 
know it, but as it is not within your range, it is described as immeasurable. 

Finally, dharmas, coming from causes and conditions ( hetupratyayasdmagri ), have no intrinsic nature 
( nihsvabhava ). Since their intrinsic nature does not exist, they are eternally empty ( sunya ) and, in this 
eternal emptiness, the being does not exist ( sattva nopalabhyate). Thus the Buddha said: 

When I was seated on the sphere of enlightenment,240 

My wisdom was non-existent. 

Like the empty fist that deceives little children,24' 

1 have saved the entire world. 


The true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of things 
Is the mark of beings ( sattvanimitta ). 
But to seize the mark of beings 
Is to stray far from the true Path. 


Always thinking about the eternally empty. 


239 The same distinction is made above, p. 152F, 393F, 45 IF. 

240 The bodhimanda, in its proper sense, the diamond seat ( vajrdsana ) at Gaya where Sakyamuni 
reached supreme enlightenment; in the figurative sense, the spiritual presence of the Dharma or of the 
dharmakaya of the Buddhas which is independent of any material localization: cf. Vimalakhti, p. 199- 
200, note. 

241 Balollapana riktamustivat : cf. above, p. 1195F and n. 2. 
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A person does not follow the Path. 

He invents imaginary characteristics 

For dharmas that are without birth or cessation. 


Imaginings, reflections, concepts 
Are the net of Mara ( marajala ). 

Not moving, not standing still 

That is really the seal of the Dharma ( dharmamudrd). 

9. Differences between ‘happiness’ and ‘compassion’ 


Question. - If ‘happiness’ ( sukha ) is subdivided into two parts, the mind of loving-kindness ( maitricitta) 
and the mind of joy ( muditacitta ), why is not the mind of compassion (karundcitta) that contemplates 
suffering (, duhkha ) considered to be of two parts? 

Answer. - Happiness (sukha), loved by everyone, is important ( guru ); this is why it is divided into two 
parts, [loving-kindness and joy]. On the other hand, suffering (duhkha), which nobody loves, which nobody 
commemorates, is not divided into two parts. 

Furthermore, when happiness is experienced, the mind is soft (mrdu); but when suffering is endured, the 
mind is hard (drdha). 

[The stoiy of Vltasoka], - When Wei-t’o-chou (Vltasoka), the younger brother of King Asoka, was king of 
Jambudvlpa for seven days, he was permitted to indulge in the five objects of enjoyment ( pancakamaguna ) 
on a grand scale. At the end of the seven days, king Asoka asked him: “As king of Jambudvlpa, did you 
experience happiness (sukha) and joy (muditd)?” Vltasoka answered: “I saw nothing, heard nothing, 
noticed nothing. Why? Because each morning, some candalas rang a bell and shouted: “Of the seven days 
[that you have been granted], so many have already gone by, and at the end of the seven days , you will 
die.” Hearing this proclamation, although I was king of Jambudvlpa and loaded down with the five objects 
of enjoyment, my sorrow (daurmanasya) and my suffering (duhkha) were so great that I heard nothing and 
saw nothing.”242 


242 jh e s tory of Vltasoka, also called Vigatasoka, Sudatta or Sugatra, is told fully in Asokavadana, T 
2042, K. 2, p. 106a-107c (transl. Przyluski, Asoka, p. 270-280); Asokasutra, T 2043, k. 3, p. 141b-44a; 
Divyavadana, p. 419-429 (transl. Burnouf, Introduction, p. 370-379); Tchou yao king, T 212, k. 6, p. 
641a-c (transl. Chavannes, Contes, III, p. 297-302); Fen pie kong to louen, T 1507, k. 3, p. 39c. - 
Vltasoka, the younger brother of king Asoka, had faith in heretical doctrines and jeered at the disciples of 
the Buddha whose easy life he begrudged. In order to convert him to the Holy Dharma, Asoka resorted 
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From that, we know that the power of suffering is strong whereas that of happiness is weak. When a person 
who experiences happiness throughout his body is stabbed some place, all his happiness disappears and he 
feels nothing but the pain of his wound. The power of happiness ( sukhabala ) is so weak that two parts243 
are needed to make it strong; that of suffering ( duhkhabala ) is so strong that it needs only one part. 


III. FRUITS OF THE IMMEASURABLES 


Question. - What fruits of retribution ( vipalaphala )244 does the person who is practicing the four 
immeasurables ( apramana ) receive? 


to a trick. While the king was bathing, his ministers, in connivance with him, invited Vltasoka to try on 
the royal crown which the chances of succession might someday lead him to wear. Vltasoka was ready 
for the experiment and, mounting the throne, he donned the crown. Suddenly the king came out of his 
bathroom and, seeing his brother seated on the throne, pretended to be indignant. He treated him as an 
usurper and sent him to the candalas, ordering him to be put to death. However, in order to permit him to 
repent, he allowed Vltasoka to reign effectively for seven days after which he would be executed. Thus 
Vltasoka enjoyed all the royal prerogatives, but each morning, the candalas, counting off the days 
remaining to him, reminded him of his forthcoming death. When the seventh day had passed, Vltasoka 
was led into the presence of his brother the king. Asoka questioned him about his impressions during the 
days of his reign. Vltasoka answered: “All the sense pleasures with which I was loaded were spoiled by 
the perspective of my imminent death. Tormented by the fever of death, I remained sleepless for the 
entire time.” Embracing his brother, Asoka said to him: “I will not put you to death; I wanted you to 
have faith in the Buddha’s Dharma and explain how his disciples, while abstaining from the arduous 
practices imposed on the Brahmins, turn away from sense objects, the complete vanity of which they 
calculate.” Convinced by this experience, Vltasoka became a sramana. 

In the Ceylonese tradition, the hero of this story is Tissa-kumara, brother of Asoka and his 
vice-regent (Mahavamsa, V, v. 151-60); for Hiuan-tsang, it was Mahendra (the Maninda of the Pali 
sources), wrongly presented as the king’s brother, whereas he was his son (Si-yu-ki, T 2087, k. 8, p. 
912a; transl. Watters, II, p. 93-94). 

243 Namely, happiness ( sukha ) and joy ( muditd). 

244 [ n order to understand the discussion that will follow, one should recall the distribution of gods in 
the three worlds, a distribution discussed among scholars (cf. Kosa, III, p. 2-4, note) but which the Traite 
has already presented above, p. 517F, 519F, 954F: 

1) Kamadhatu is the abode of six groups of gods: i) Caturmaharajika, ii) Trayastrimsa, iii) 
Yama, iv) Tusita, v) Brahmaloka, vi ) Paramirnitavasavartin. 

2) Rupadhatu, also called Brahmaloka, world of the Brahma gods, with its four dhyanas, is the 
abode of seventeen groups of gods. 

First dhyancr. i ) Brahmakayika, ii) Brahmapurohita, iii) Mahabrahman. 
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Second dhyana : z) Parrittabha, ii) Apramanabha, z'z'z') Abhasvara. 

Third dhyana : z) Parlttasubha, ii) Apramanasubha, z'z'z) Subhakrtsna. 

Fourth dhyana'. i) Anabhraka, ii) Punyaprasava. z'z'z) Brhatphala, and the five Suddhavasikas, zv) 
Avrha, v) Atapa, vz) Sudrsa, vii) Sudarsana, vz'z'z) Akanistha. 

3) Ariipyadhatu, formless realm, has no abodes: it is inhabited, one might say, by formless 
beings belonging to four spheres: z) akasanantyayatana, z'z) vijnananantyayatana, z'z'z) akimcanyayatana, z'v) 
naivasamjnanasamjnayatana. 

In principle, the ascetic who has practiced the apramanas is reborn in the two higher realms, 
rupadhatu and arOyadhatu, but the exact place is disputed by scholars because the canonical sources give 
the impression of being contradictory. Here, without any pretense of being complete, is a series of 
canonical topics that are under discussion: 

1) Anguttara, IV, p. 150; V, p. 342 (T 125, k. 47, p. 806a26; Vinaya, V, p. 140; Patisambhida, 

II, p. 130; Milindapanha, p. 198; Visuddhimagga, p. 253, 258-260. - If he does not penetrate any higher, 
the person who practices maitri gains Brahmaloka ( uttarim appativijjhanto brahmalokupago hoti). ‘If he 
does not penetrate any higher’ means: if he is incapable of attaining the state of arhat ( arahattam 
adhigantum asakkonto). 

2) Dlgha, I, p. 251; Majjhima, II, p. 195 (T 26, k. 6, p. 458bl); Majjhima, II, p. 207, 208. - The 
practice of maitri, of karund, of mudita or of upeksd is the path leading to rebirth in the company of the 
Brahma gods ( Brahmdnam sahavyatdya maggo). 

3) Anguttara, II, p. 130. - The good man who practices maitri, karund, mudita or upeksd, when 
his body dissolves after death, is reborn in the company of the Suddhavasa gods ( kdyassa bhedd param 
Suddhdvdsdnam devdnam sahavyatam uppajjati). These gods constitute the five classes of Brahma gods 
occupying the summit of the 4 th dhyana in rupadhatu. 

4) Tseng yi a han (T 125, k. 21, p. 656bl-9); Vibhasa (T 1545, k. 82, p. 425cl3-23); 
Nyayanusara (T 1562, k. 44, p. 594c3-6); Kosa, IV, p. 250; Kosavyakhya, p. 438 (Sanskrit original). - 
The person who practices the apramanas is one of the four individuals ‘who gain brahmic merit’ 

(brdhmam punyam prasavanti). 

According to Anguttara, V, p. 76, the holder of brahmic merit ‘rejoices in the heavens for a 
kalpa’ ( kappam saggamhi modati), and according to Kosa (III, p. 174; IV, p. 251), the gods whose 
lifespan is one kalpa are the Brahmapurohitas forming the second group of gods of the first dhyana. 

Therefore the person who, having loving-kindness, gains a brahmic merit and is reborn among 
the Brahmapurihitas. 

5) Anguttara, II, p. 129. - The person who practices maitriis reborn in the company of the 
Brahmakayikas whose lifespan is one kalpa. The person who practices karund is reborn among the 
Abhasvara whose lifespan is two kalpas. - The person who practices mudita is reborn among the 
Subhakrtsnas whose lifespan is four kalpas. - The person who practices upeksd is reborn among the 
Brhatphalas whose lifespan is five hundred kalpas. 

[But the sources do not agree on the lifespan of the various classes of gods: c. W. Kirfel, Die 
Kosmographie derlnder, 1920, p. 194; add Vibhanga, p. 424-425; Kosa, III, p. 173-174]. 
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Answer. - The Buddha said: “He who enters into the concentration of loving-kindness ( maitrfsamddhi ) 
receives, at the present, five benefits ( anusamsa ): i) he is not burned if he enters fire (agni); ii ) he does not 
die if he swallows poison ( visa ); iii) the soldier’s sword ( sastra ) does not wound him; iv) he will not die a 
violent death (, asammudhah kalam karoti); v) the good gods protect him ( devata raksanti). Having been of 
benefit to innumerable beings (, apramanasattva ), he receives immense merit (, apramanapunya ). By virtue 
of this immeasurable mind of impure order ( sasravapramanacitta ) that has beings as object 
( sattvalambana ), he is reborn in a pure place ( suddhasthana ), namely, the form realm ( rupadhcitu ).245 


6) Samyutta, V, p. 119-121; Tsa a han, T 99, k. 27, p. 197cl 1-13; Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 83, p. 
430c22-24; Nyayanusara, T 1562, k. 79, p. 770b24-26; Visuddhimagga, ed. Warren, p. 269. - The 
person who practices maitri ends up at best in the Subhas (according to the Chinese versions, in the 
Subhakrtsnas). - The person who practices karuna ends up at best in the akasanantyayatanas. - The 
person who practices muditd ends up at best in the vijnananantyayatanas. - the person who practices 
upeksa ends up at best in the akimcanyayatanas. 

The Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasikas have expended a wealth of ingenuity in order to harmonize all 
these discrepancies. The Traite has not ignored them, but, refusing to enter into these subtleties, it 
concludes that the apramanas, dealing with all the beings of the ten regions without exception, receive 
their reward in arupyadhatu as well as in the rupadhatu of the Brahma gods. 

245 pj ve benefits in the siitra cited by the Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 83, p. 427a6-7; eight benefits according to 
Anguttara, IV, p. 150; eleven benefits according to Anguttara, V, p. 342; Vinaya, V, p. 140; 
Patisambhida, II, p. 130; Milinda, p. 198; Visuddhimagga, p. 253. 

Anguttara, V, p. 342 (Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 47, p. 806al7-806b3; Che yi siang sseu nien jou 
lai, T 861a23-b-7): Mettdya cetovimuttiya dsevitdya... ekadasanisamsapdtikahkhd ... Sukham supati, 
sukham patibujjhati, na pdpakam supinam passati, manussasam piyo hod, amanussanam piyo hoti, 
devata rakkhanti, ndssa aggi vd visam vd sattham vd kamati, tuvatam cittam samddhiyati, mukavanno 
vippasTdati, asammulho kalam karoti, uttarim appativijjhanto brahmalokupago hoti. 

Transl. - If the liberation of the mind consisting of loving-kindness is observed and cultivated, 
eleven benefits are in store: 1 ) The benevolent person sleeps happily; 2) he awakes happy; 3) he has no 
bad dreams; 4) he is dear to humans; 5) he is dear to non-humans; 6) the gods protect him; 7) fire, poison 
and the knife do not harm him; 8) his mind becomes concentrated quickly; 9) his face is serene; 10) he 
dies without worry; 11) if he goes no higher, [after death] he wins the world of the Brahma gods. 

The reservation uttarim appatijjhanto ‘if he does not penetrate any higher’, i.e., ‘if he is 
incapable of attaining the state of arhat’ (arahattam adhigantum asakkonto) is necessary as it permits one 
to understand that loving-kindness can, by way of exception, accede to the supreme fruit of the religious 
life. But judging from the Chinese versions, this reservation does not appear in the Sanskrit agamas. 

The siitra on the eleven benefits of maitri is fully commented on, with supporting stories, in 
Visuddhimagga, ed. Warren, p. 258-260. See also Manorathapiirani, V, p. 82-84. 
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Question. - Why did the Buddha say that the reward ( vipaka ) for loving-kindness is to be reborn in the 
Brahma heavens?246 [211b] 

Answer. - Because the Brahmadevas are venerated by beings, everyone has heard of them and everyone 
knows them. 

The Buddha lived in the Indian kingdoms where there were always many brahmins in whose religion 
virtuous men were all reborn among the Brahmadevas.247 When they leam that the devotees of loving¬ 
kindness ( maitrdcdrin ) are reborn among the Brahmadevas, beings have great faith ( sraddhd) and are ready 
to practice loving-kindness. This is why the Buddha said that devotees of loving-kindness are reborn 
among the Brahmadevas. 

Furthermore, the gods who have cut through sexual desire ( rdga ) are all called Brahma, and it is said that 
these Brahmas dwell in the form realm ( rupadaatu ). And so the fact of having cut through sexual desire is 
called brahmacarya ‘celibacy’ and those who have cut through are called brahmanas. 

When the Buddha speaks here of the ‘Brahma heavens’, he means not only the four dhyanas [of mpadhatu, 
inhabited by the Brahmadevas] but also the four arupyasamapattis [formless absorptions of arupyadhatu, 
inhabited by the formless deities]. Investigation ( vitarka ) and analysis ( vicdra ), [which are eliminated in the 
dhyanas of arupyadhatu], are so difficult to destroy that the Buddha does not speak here about the levels 
higher than these dhyanas [namely, the four arupyasamapattis]. In the same way, when he spoke about the 
discipline of speech (vdksamvara) which is part of the fivefold discipline (pancasfla ) of the upasaka, the 
Buddha mentioned only one [abstention], the abstention from lying ( mrsavadavairamana ), but he implied 
the other three abstentions [regarding slander (paisunyavdda ), harmful speech ( pdrusyavdda ) and idle 
chatter ( sambhinnapralapa )].248 

Question. - So loving-kindness brings the five benefits ( anusamsa) in question; but why did the Buddha say 
nothing about the benefits brought by compassion, joy and equanimity? 

Answer. - Refer to the above comparison ( upamdna ): by speaking of one single thing, the Buddha intends 
the other three. This applies here also. What the Buddha said about loving-kindness is equally true for 
compassion, joy and equanimity. 

Furthermore, loving-kindness is the immeasurable par excellence. Loving-kindness is like the king ( rdjan); 
the other three immeasurables that accompany it are like the people (Jana). Why? First, the yogin, by the 
mind of loving-kindness ( maitrfcitta ), wants beings to find happiness ( sukha ). Seeing that there are some 

^46 Anguttara, III, p. 225: So ime cattdro brahmavihare bhdvetvd kdyassa bheddparammarana sugatim 
brahmalokam upapajjati. - See also DIgha, I, p. 251; Majjhima, II, p. 195, 207-208, where the practice 
of the apramanas is given as the path leading to rebirth in the company of the Brahma gods: ayam pi kho 
Brahanam sahavyatdya maggo. 

247 This comment which is evidently addressed to Chinese readers is not attributable to the author of 
the Traite, Nagaijuna or others; it is probably a gloss of the translator Kumarajlva. 

248 j n regard to the fivefold morality (pancasfla ), it is enough to say Tying’ and by that to include the 
other three misdeeds of speech: see above, p. 820F. 
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who do not find happiness, he produces the mind of compassion ( karundcitta ). Wanting beings who are 
free from painful thoughts to find the joy of the Dharma, he produces the mind of joy ( muditdcitta ). Feeling 
neither aversion (pratigha ) nor fondness ( anunaya ) nor sorrow ( daurmanasya ) towards these three things, 
he produces the mind of equanimity ( upeksdcitta ). 

Finally, it is loving-kindness that gives happiness ( sukha ) to beings. 

Moreover, in the Tseng yi a han (Ekottaragama), the Buddha spoke about the mind of compassion 
(karundcitta) ‘endowed with the five benefits (anusamsaf , 249 

In many places in the Mahayanasutras, he spoke about the benefits it presents. Thus, in the Wang-ming 
p’ou-sa king (Jalinlprabhabodhisattvasutra or Visesacintibrahmapariprccha), 250 he said: “The bodhisattva 
practices the thirty-two kinds of compassion ( karund) among beings. The former increase gradually and 
change into great compassion (mahakarund). Great compassion is the root of the qualities ( gunamula ) of 
all the Buddhas and bodhisattvas; it is the mother (matr) of Prajnaparamita and the grandmother 
(mahdmatr) of the Buddhas. By means of great compassion, the bodhisattva attains Prajnaparamita and, 
having acquired Prajnaparamita, he becomes Buddha.” 251 Fie praises great compassion in every way. 


249 Unidentified passage. 

-50 a sutra in which the brahmarajan Visesacintin, the bodhisattva Jalinlprabha and the bodhisattva 
Manjusi! appear. The Traite cites it impartially under the name of Jalinlprabhabodhisattvasutra (k. 20,p. 
21 lbl9; k. 22, p. 227b4; k. 28, p. 267al6) or under the name of Tch ’e sin king = Visesacintisutra (k. 27, 
p. 257b2; k. 29, p. 275al8; k. 32, p. 279c9; k. 66, p. 524a24; k. 77, p. 604a23; k. 81, p. 631al8). The 
Mahavyutpatti mentions the bodhisattva Jalinlprabha (no. 705) and a Brahmavisesacintipariprccha (no. 
1367). 

The Visesabrahmapariprccha is known to us by three Chinese versions and one Tibetan version: 

1) Tch ’e-sin fan-t’ien so wen king (T585) by Dharmaraksa; translated the 10 th day of the 3 rd 
month of the 7 th T’ai-k’ang year (April 20, 286): cf. K’ai yuan mou lou, T 2154, k. 2, p. 494a26. 

2) Sseu-yifan-t’ien so wen king (T 586) by Kumarajlva; translated at Tch’ang-ngan, in the 
garden of Siao-yao, the 1 st day of the 12 th month of the 14 th hong-che year (January 9, 403): cf. Li ti san 
pao ki, T 2034, k. 8, p. 77cl2. Seng-jouei wrote the preface. 

3) Cheng-sseu-weifan-t’ien so wen king (T587) by Bodhiruci; translated at Lo-yang in the 1 st 
chen-kouei year (518): cf. Li tai san pao king, T 2034, k. 9, p. 85c20. - A Cheng-sseu-wei king louen (T 
1532), commentary by Vasubandhu (?) on this pariprccha was translated by this same Bodhiruci in the 
1 st p’ou-t’ai year (531): cf. Li tai san pao ki, T 2034, k. 9, p. 86al5. 

4) Tshahs-pa khyad-par-sems-kyis sus-pa (OKC 827), translated by Sakyaprabha, etc. 

251 Visesacintin, T 585, k. 1, p. 9b24-10al6; T 586, k. 2, p. 41c6-42a25; T 587„ k. 2, p. 72b26-73b9. - 
The same passage also appears in two Chinese versions of the Ratnameghasutra: T 660, k. 5, p. 302a9- 
302cl9; T 489, k. 8, p. 723a8-723cll; and its original Indian is in the Mahavyutpatti, no. 154-186. 

It is not a matter of the thirty-two kinds of mahakarund but of the thirty-two reasons impelling 
the Tathagata to practice. Here is the first: Nairdtmydh sarve dharmdh sattvds ca nairdtmyam 
nddhimucyante. atas tathdgatasya sattvesu mahdkarunotpadyate: “All dharmas are without self and yet 
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Also in other places, he praises the mind of joy ( muditdcitta ) and the mind of equanimity ( upeksacitta ), but 
as loving-kindness and compassion are very important, the Buddha praises their advantages ( anusamsa ) by 
preference: loving-kindness because of its qualities ( guna ) is difficult to get, and compassion realizes great 
deeds. 

Question. - However, in explaining the benefits ( anusamsa ) of the four immeasurables ( apramdna ) the 
Buddha said: “The mind of loving-kindness, properly observed, properly developed, ends up at best [in a 
rebirth] among the Subhakrtsna gods ( maitrfcittam dsevitam subhdvitam Subhakrtsnebhyo devebhyah 
samvartate). - The mind of compassion ( karundcitta ), properly observed, properly developed, leads at best 
to the sphere [of the infinity] of space (dkdsdnantydyatand). - The mind of joy ( muditdcitta ), properly 
observed, properly developed, ends up at best in the sphere [of the infinity] of consciousness 
( yijndndnantydyatana ). - The mind of equanimity ( upeksacitta ), properly observed, properly developed, 
leads at best to the sphere of nothing at all (akimcnaydyatana ).” 252 


beings do not believe in non-self; this is why great compassion for beings arises in the Tathagata”; and 
so on. 

The great compassion of the Tathagata will be the subject of chapter XLII. 

252 An extract from the Haliddavasanasutta of Samyutta, V, p. 119-121 (Tsa a han, T 99, no. 743, k. 

27, p. 197cl 1-13). - Some bhiksus were paying a morning visit to the Parivrajaka heretics established at 
Haliddavasana, a Koliya village. The latter stated that they taught the same ‘liberations of mind’ 
(cetovimutti), i.e., the same apramdnas, as the Buddha, and asked the bhiksus how the Buddha’s teaching 
differed from their own. The bhiksus, unable to answer, came to consult the Buddha, and this is what he 
told them: 

Subhaparamaham, bhikkhave, mettam cetovimuttim vaddmi... Akasdnancayatanaparamaham, 
bhikkhave, karunam cetovimuttim vaddmi... Vinndndmancdtaranaparamdham, bhikkhave, cetovimuttim 
vaddmi... Akincannayatanaparamaham, bhikkhave, upekkham cetovimuttim vaddmi. - “I state, O 
monks, that the liberation of mind which is loving-kindness has the Sibha [in the Chinese versions, the 
heaven of the Subhakrtsnas] as supreme as supreme goal. That which has compassion has the sphere of 
infinity of space as its supreme goal. That which is joy has the sphere of infinity of consciousness as 
supreme goal. That which is equanimity has the sphere of nothing at all as supreme goal.” 

Among the four ultimate goals, only the first, namely the heaven of the Subhakrtsnas belongs to 
the form realm ( rupadhatu ), also called the world of the Brahmas ( brahmaloka ). The other three belong 
to the formless realm (drupyadhatu ). 

The Haliddavasanasutta is the only sutra where rebirth in the formless realm is promised to 
those who practice the apramdnas. Everywhere else the Buddha affirmed that adepts of the apramdnas 
“are reborn in the Brahmaloka”, i.e., in the form realm. 

These contradictory teachings naturally struck the old exegetists, and both Sanskrit and Pali 
scholars have brooded over the Haliddavasanasutta. See especially Visuddhimagga, ed. Warren, p. 269; 
Comm, of Samyutta, III, p. 172; Vimuttimagga, tr. Ehara, p. 195; Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 83, p. 430c22-24; 
Nyayanusara, T 1562, k. 79, p. 770c3-8. 
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[The three spheres in question belong to the arupyadhatu and not to rupadhatu which forms the 
Brahmaloka.] Why then did the Buddha say above [211c] (p. 1267F) that the fruit of retribution of loving¬ 
kindness [and the other immeasurables ‘is rebirth in the Brahma heavens’? 

Answer. - 1. The teaching of the Buddhas is inconceivable ( acintya ). 253 He speaks in this way in order to 
conform to the needs of those to be converted (vaineyasattvanuvartandf). 

2. Furthermore, when one emerges from the concentration of loving-kindness ( maitnsamddhi ), it is easy to 
be led to the third dhyana [the summit of which the Subhakrtsna gods occupy]. - On emerging fromm the 
concentration of compassion ( karundsamddhi ), it is easy to enter into the akasanayatana. - On emerging 
from the concentration of joy ( muditdsamddhi), it is easy to enter the vijnananantyayatana. - On emerging 
from of the concentration of equanimity ( upeksdsamddhi ), it is easy to enter into the akimcanyayatana. 

3. Furthermore, by means of the mind of loving-kindness, the yogin wishes that all beings may find 
happiness ( sukha ) and, as a reward for this thought, he himself finds happiness. In the threefold world 
( traidhdtuka ), the Subhakrtsna gods are the happiest. 254 This is why the Buddha says that ’the mind of 
loving-kindness’ leads at best to rebirth among the Subhakrtsna gods. - By means of the mind of 
compassion, the yogin sees beings who are old, sick, weak, tormented and suffering. A feeling of pity 
(i anukampadcitta ) arises in him and he wonders how he can liberate these beings from suffering ( duhkha ): 
actually, if one eliminates the internal suffering (adhyatmikaduhkha), the external sufferings 
(bdhyaduhkhd) go away and if one eliminates the external suffering, the internal suffering goes away. The 
yogin then says: Those who have a body ( dehin ) necessarily encounter suffering; only those who have no 
body meet up with no suffering. And yet the akasa excludes all form ( rupa ) and, [by that very fact, escapes 
from suffering]. This is why the Buddha said that [the mind of compassion] ends up at best in the 
akasanantyayatana. - By means of the mind of joy, the yogin wants to brings beings the spiritual happiness 
( vijndnasukha ) called ‘joy’. In this spiritual happiness, the mind ( citta ), freed from the body {kayo), is like a 
bird (paksin) that has escaped from its cage {panjara). 255 In the akasanantyayatana, the mind, although free 
of the body, was still attached to space (dkdsa). The vijnananantyayatana is immense ( apramdna ): it is 
consciousness in all the phenomena, and this consciousness enjoys unlimited sovereignty ( aisvarya ). This 
is why the Buddha said that joy ends up at best in the vijnanananantayatana. - By means of the mind of 
equanimity, the yogin remains neutral ( upeksante ) to the suffering ( duhkha ) and the happiness {sukha) of 
beings and, since he ignores suffering or happiness, he attains true equanimity {bhutopeksddharma), 
namely, the akimcanyayatana. This is why the Buddha said that the mind of equanimity ends up at best in 
the akimcanyayatana. 

These four immeasurables are acquired only by the noble individuals (dryapudgala ) and not by the worldly 
people (prthagjana ). 


253 Anguttara, II, p. 80: Buddhanam, bhikkhave, budhavisayo acinteyyo na cintetabhoyam cintento 
ummadassa vigdtassa bhdgi assa. 

254 See above, p. 499F, 504F. 

255 Similar considerations have been developed above, p. 1032F. 
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4. Finally, the Buddha knew that, in future times ( andgate ‘dhvani), because they were of weak faculties 
(;mrdvindriya ), his disciples would become attached to dharmas by way of making distinctions ( vikalpa ) 
and would wrongly say about the four immeasurables: “The four limitless ones, having beings as their 
object (alambana), are exclusively impure ( sasrava ), concern the desire realm ( kamadhatu ) exclusively and 
do not exist in the formless realm (arupyadhatu ).” 256 

In order to destroy the wrong views (mithyadrsti) of these people, the Buddha said that the four 
immeasurables also concern the arupyadhatu. And since the Buddha considers these four immeasurables as 
concerning all the beings of the ten directions, they must also have the arupyadhatu as object. 

Thus it is said in the Wou-tsin-yi p’ou-sa wen (Aksayamatipariprccha): “Loving-kindness is of three kinds: 
i) that which has beings as object ( sattvdlambana ); ii) that which has things as object (dharmalambana); 
in) that which has no object ( andlambana ).” The sastra explains: “That which has beings as object is 
impure (sasrava); that which has no object is pure (andsrava); and that which has things as object is 
sometimes impure and sometimes pure.” 257 

All this is a summary of the four immeasurables. 


256 Here the Traite counters the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasika theses according to which the apramanas 
have beings as object ( apramdndh sattvdlambandh) and, more precisely, that their domain is the beings 
of the desire realm (kdmasattvds tu gocarah ): cf. Kosa, VIII, p. 199; Abhidharmadlpa, p. 429. The 
Mahayanasutras and particularly the Aksayamatinirdesa, cited here for the second time, state that they 
also can have things as object and even no object. 

257 Quotation from the Aksayamatinirdesa and not from the Aksayamatipariprccha: see above, p. 
1245F, n. 1. 
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Second Section THE FOUR FORMLESS ABSORPTIONS (p. 1274F) 

I. THE FORMLESS ABSORPTIONS ACCORDING TO THE ABHIDHARMA 


The four formless absorptions (arupyasamapatti ) are: i) the sphere of infinity of space 
(akasanantyayatana), ii) the sphere of infinity of consciousness ( vijndndnantydyatana ), iii) the sphere of 
nothing at all (dkimcanydyatana), iv) the sphere of neither-discrimination-nor-non-discrimination 
( naivasamjndndsamjndyatana). 

1. Defiled absorptions, acquired by birth, acquired by effort. 


These four formless absorptions are each of three kinds: stained ( samala ), acquired by birth 
(; upapattipratilambhika) or acquired by effort (prdyogika ) 258 [212a] 

1) The thirty-one bad propensities ( anusaya ) contained in the four arupyas^^ and the formations 
associated with the mind ( cittasamprayuktasamskdra ) arising within these propensities are stained 
(samala). 

2) Acquired by birth (upapattipratilambhika). - Those who have practiced the four immaterial absorptions 
(arupyasamapatti) are reborn by virtue of ripening of these actions ( karmavipdka ) in the formless realm 
(drupyadhdtu) and obtain four clear (vispasta) and morally undefined (avydkpta) skandhas.260 


-58 Like the dhydnas, the samdpattis may be samdpattis of enjoyment (dsvadana) associated with 
craving (satrsna) or pure samdpattis (suddhaka), but of worldly order ( laukika ) and still involving 
dsrava: see above, p. 1027F, and also Kosa, VIII p. 145-146, with notes by de La Vallee Poussin. 
Moreover, the samdpattis may be acquired by birth (upapattipratilambhika) as is the case among beings 
who, in the form of a ‘mental series without body’, come to be reborn in the four spheres of the formless 
realm (drupyadhdtu). Finally, the samdpattis may be acquired by effort (prdyogika) as is the case for 
ascetics who momentarily become concentrated on these spheres: cf. Kosa, VIII, p. 134. 

“59 There are six anusayas : 1) rdiga, 2) pratigha, 3) mcina, 4) avidyd, 5) drsti, 6 ) vimati. These six make 
ten by dividing drsti into five. These ten anusayas constitute the thirty-six anusayas of kamadhatu, 
thirty-one ofmpadhatu, the thirty-one of arupyadhatu, in all ninety-eight anusayas'. cf. Jnanaprasthana, T 
1544, k. 5, p. 943a, discussed by Kosa, V, p. 9. 

260 whereas the dhydnas are accompanied by the five skandhas , the samdpattis have only four, because 
all rupa (dhyanasamvara, anaravasamvara) is absent there (anuparivartakarupdbhdvdt). This is why the 
four samdpattis as well as the preliminary absorptions (sdmantaka) of the three higher samdpattis are 
called vibhutarupasamjna ‘having overcome the notion of form’. The samantaka of the first samdpatti, 
the akasanantyayatana, is not given this name because the notion of rupa is not completely overcome. It 
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3) Acquired by effort (prdyogika ). - Examining the grossness ( auddrya ) and harmfulness of form (; rupa ), 
the cause of old age {jam), sickness ( vyddhi ), death ( marana) and all kinds of suffering, the yogin 
considers it ‘as a sickness, as an ulcer, as a poisoned arrow’ {rogato gandatah salyatah samanupasyati ) .61 
He tells himself that all of it is deception (yancana) and falsehood ( mrsdvdda ) that he must avoid. Having 
reflected in this way, he overcomes all notion of matter, he destroys all notion of resistance, he forgets all 
notion of multiplicity and penetrates into the absorption of infinity of space ( sa sarvaso rupasamjndndm 
samatikramat pratighasamjndnam astamgaman ndndtvasamjndndm amanasikarad 
dkdsdnatydyatanasamdppattim pravisati ).262 

2. Process of access to the absorptions 


Question. - How can these three kinds of notions [of matter, resistance, multiplicity] be destroyed? 

Answer. - These three kinds of notions {samjna), all coming from a complex of causes and conditions 
(hetupratyayasamagri), are without intrinsic nature (nihsvabhdva) and, since their intrinsic self nature does 
not exist, they are all deceptions, non-realities, easily destroyed. 

Furthermore, [the yogin says to himself], distinctions ( vikalpa) regarding form are eliminated little by little 
(bhdgasah) and finally no longer exist. This is why, if they do not exist later, neither do they exist now. 
Under the influence of error ( viparydsa ), beings seize the characteristics of identity ( ekatva ) and difference 
{anyatva) in composite matter, and their minds become attached to the nature of matter. As for me, I must 
not imitate these fools; I must seek the true reality (bhutavastu) in which there is neither identity nor 
difference. 

Furthermore, the yogin reflects thus:— 

1) When I rejected and avoided dharmas, I obtained considerable benefits. First I abandoned my wealth, 
my wife and children; I left home and found the pure discipline (visuddhasfla); my mind is secure 
(yogaksema ); I have no more fear. 

2) Putting away desires (, kama ), evil and wicked dharmas {papa akusala dhanndh), I obtained the first 
dhydna. joy and happiness ( pritisukha ), the result of detachment {vivekaja), 

3) By suppressing enquiry and analysis {vitarkavicdrdndm vyutpasamd), by inner purification {adhydtmam 
sampmsdddt), I obtained the second dhydna where there is great joy and happiness {mahdpntisukha). 


is actually in this samantaka that the ascetic overcomes the notion of matter {rupasamjndm atikrdmati) 
and connected notions. See Kosa, VIII, p. 134-135; Abhidharmadlpa, p. 412. 

261 Cf. Majjhima, I, 436, 500; Anguttara, IV, 422-423: Soyad eva tattha hoti... te dhamme aniccato 
dukkhato rogato gandato sallato aghato dbddhato parato palokato sunnato anattato samanupassati. 

262 The overcoming of these notions takes place in the preliminary ( samantaka ) of the first 
arupyasamapatti. 

263 Here the Traite repeats the old canonical phrases already quoted above, p. 1025, n. 
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4) By renouncing joy ( priter viragat), I found myself in the third dhyana which is by far the happiest. 

5) Suppressing this happiness ( sukhasya prahanat), I obtained the fourth dhyana, purified by renunciation 
and reflection. 

6) Now I abandon these four dhydnas, for it is still necessary to obtain the wonderful absorptions 
( samdpatti ). 

This is why the yogin ‘transcends the notion of matter (rupasamjnam atikrdmati), destroys the notion of 
resistance ( pratighasamjnam nirodhayati ) and no longer thinks about the notion of multiplicity 
(nanatvasamjnam na manasikaroti )'. 

3. Transcending ideas 


The Buddha spoke of three kinds of form ( rupa ): “1) There is form that is visible and resistant (asti rupam 
sanidarsanam sapratigham ); 2) There is invisible resistant form ( asti rupam anidarsanam sapratigham)', 3) 
There is invisible non-resistant form ( asti rupam anidarsanam apratigham ) ”264 

When the yogin ‘transcends the notion of matter (rupasamjna)’, this concerns visible resistant form 
(. sanidarsana-sapratigha ); when he ‘destroys the notion of resistance (pratisamjnd) 1 , this concerns invisible 
resistant form ( anidarsana-sapratigha ); when he ‘no longer thinks about the notion of multiplicity 
(: nandtvasamjnay this concerns invisible non-resistant form ( anidarsandprtigha ). 

Furthermore, by the destruction of visibles seen by the eye ( caksus ), the yogin ‘transcends matter’; by the 
destruction of the ear ( srotra ) and sounds ( sabda), the nose ( ghrdna) and smells ( gandha ), the tongue 
(jihvd) and tastes (rasa), the body (kayo) and tangibles (sprastavya), he ‘transcends the notion of 
resistance’. In regard to other forms and many varieties not described as form, we speak of ‘the notion of 

multiplicity’.^65 


-64 Rupasamgrahasutra cited in Kosavyakhya, p. 352; Pali correspondent, DIgha, III, p. 217; Vibhanga, 
p. 13, 72, 89; Dhammasanganl, p. 125, 146-147, 244-245. 

-65 An obscure and possibly corrupt passage. For the Kosavyakhya, the rupasanidarlsana-sapratigha is 
the rupa to be cognized by the eye consciousness; the rupa anidarsana-sapratigha is the eye, etc. and 
also the nine material bases of consciousness; the rupa anidarsana-apratigha is the avijhapti. 

For the Visuddhimagga, ed. Warren, p. 273-274, the rupasamjhds are the dhydnas of subtle 
form mentioned here under the name of ‘notion’, and things that are their object (rupasannanan ti 
sanndsfsena vuttarupavacarajjhdnanah c 'eva taddrammandnan ca). The pratighasamjnds are the 
notions of resistance coming from the contact between the physical bases of consciousness, eye, etc., and 
their respective objects, color, etc. (cakkhddTnam vatthunam rupddmam drammandn capatighdtena 
samuppannd patighasannnd). The ndndtvasamjnas are the notions that function with variety as their 
domain ( ndnatte vd gocare pavattd sannd) or that are varied themselves (ndnattd vd sanna), The 
Visuddhimagga is here inspired by the Vibhanga, p. 261-262. 
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Seeing this, the yogin eliminates the defilements ( samklesa ) of the form realm ( rupadhatu ) and obtains the 
akasanantyaAatana. In regard to the causes and methods of obtaining the other three arupyas, refer to what 
was said in the chapter on the Dhyanaparamita (p. 1032-1034F). 

4. Moral qualities of the absorptions 


Of the four formless (arupya) [absorptions], one, namely, the [212b] naivasamjnana-samjnayatana, is 
always impure ( sdsrava ).^66 p or the other three, one can single out: the akasasnantyayatana is sometimes 
impure ( sdsrava ) and sometimes pure ( andsrava ). If it is impure, this akasayatana contains four impure 
aggregates ( sasravaskandha ); if it is pure, it contains four pure aggregates. It is the same for the 
vijnananantyayatana and the akimcanyayatana. 

All these absorptions are conditioned ( samskrta ) and good ( kusala ). If it is impure, the akasayatana 
involves retribution ( savipaka ) and is morally indeterminate ( avyab-ta ); if it is pure, it does not involve 
retribution ( avipdka ). It is the same for the vijnanayatana and the akimcanyayatana. 

If it is good, the naivasamjnanasamjnayatana involves retribution and is morally indeterminate, but [in 
itself] it does not involve retribution.267 

II. THE FORMLESS ABSORPTIONS ACCORDING TO THE MAHAYANA 


Question. - What do these four absorptions consist of in the Mahayana? [213b] 

Answer. - In the Mahayana, these four formless absorptions are modes of wisdom ( prajndkdra ) connected 
with the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas. 

Question. - What is the true nature of dharmas? 

Answer. - It is the fact that dharmas are empty of intrinsic nature ( svabhavasunya ). 

Question. - We accept that material dharmas ( rupidharma ) composed of and coming from various causes 
and conditions are empty; but why would non-material dharmas be empty? 

Answer. - If the coarse ( audarika) substances ( rupa ), seen by the eye and heard by the ear, can be accepted 
as empty, then why would non-material invisible, non-resistant ( apratigha ), experiencing neither suffering 
nor happiness, not be empty? 


-66 [ n tpi s ayatana, also called the bhavagra ‘Summit of existence’, awareness is so weak that in it one 
cannot meditate on the Path: cf. Kosa, VIII, p. 145. 

267 Here the Traite continues with a series of technical considerations which I [Lamotte] do not 
translate. The reader may find a similar set of analyses in the Vibhanga, p. 269-271. 
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Furthermore, material dharmas that can be analyzed as far as their subtle atoms ( paramanu ) are scattered, 
perish and return to the void. [But the non-material dharmas are still less consistent]: these minds ( citta ) 
and mental events ( caitasikadhanna ) do not exist ( nopalabhyante ) for a month ( mdsa ), a fortnight 
(parvan ), an hour (muhiirta), a minute (lava) or even a single second (ksana)?-^ 

This is the significance of the four formless absorptions and all of this summarizes ( samksepatah) the four 
immeasurables. 


cf. Anguttara, I, p. 10: Naham, bhikkave, annum ekadhammam pi samanupassdmiyam 
lahuparivattam yathayidam cittam: “I do not see, O monks, a single other dharma the transformation of 
which is as brief as the mind.” This may be compared to the river that never stops: “There is no khana, 
laya, or muhutta when the river stops” (Anguttara, IV, p. 137). 

According to the Atthasaliom, p. 60: Ydva pan ’ uppannam rupam titthati tdva solassa ciitdni 
uppajjitvd bhijjanti : “Sixteen moments of mind arise and perish during the time a material dharma lasts.” 

See L. de La Vallee Poussin, Notes sur le moment on ksana des bouddhistes, Rocznik 
Orjentalistyczny, VIII, 1931, p. 1-9; Notes sur le moment des Vaibhdsika et des Sautrdntika, MCP, V, 
1936-37, p. 123-158. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV: LIBERATIONS, MASTERIES, 
TOTALITIES, SUCCESSIVE ABSORPTIONS (p. 1281F) 

First Section LIBERATIONS, MASTERIES AND TOTALITIES 

PRELIMINARY NOTE 


The fifteenth, sixteenth and seventeenth classes of supplementary dharmas recommended for bodhisattvas 
by the Prajnaparamita include: 

1) Eight liberations: Sanskrit astau vimoksah; Pali atta vimokkhd (& vimokha); Tibetan mam par thar ba 
brgyad ; Chinese pa pei cho or pa kiai t’ouo. 

2) Eight spheres of mastery: Sanskrit astav abhibhvdyatana\ Pali attha abhihayatani ; Tibetan gzil gyis gnon 
pahi skye inched brgyad’, Chinese pa tch 'on tch ’on (or jou) or pa cheng tch 'on. 

3) Ten spheres of totality: Sanskrit dasa krtsnayatanani ; Pali dasa kasinayatanani; Chinese che yi tsie 
tch ’on (or jou) or chepien tch 'on (or jou). 

These three lists intersect one another and are partially mingled so that it is useful to study them at the same 
time. 


I. CANONICAL DEFINITIONS OF THE THREE LISTS 


I. THE EIGHT VIMOKSAS. - Pali formula in Dlgha, II, p. 70-71; 111-112; III, p. 261-262; Majjhima,II, 
p. 12-13; Anguttara, IV, p. 306; Vibhanga, p. 342. - Sanskrit formula in Dasottarasutra, p. 92-94; 
Kosavyakhya, p. 688; Dasasahasrika, p. 98; Satasahasrika, p. 1445; Mahavyut., no. 1510-1518. 

Pali: Atth vimokha: 1. rupi rupanipassati: ayam ... viharati: ayam atthamo vimukho. 

Sanskrit: Astau vimoksah: 1. rupi rupanipasyaty ayam ... viharaty ayam astamo vimoksa id. 

Transl. of the Sanskrit. - The eight liberations: 

1) Being [in the sphere of subtle form], he sees visibles; this is the first vimoksa. 

2) Not having the notion of inner visibles, he sees outer visibles; this is the second vimoksa. 

3) Producucing the pleasant vimoksa, he abides in this absorption; this is the third vimoksa. 
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4) By means of complete transcendence of notions of form, disappearance of notions of resistance, 
rejection of notions of multiplicity, he thinks: “Space is infinite” and he penetrates into the sphere of 
infinity of space and abides there in the manner of the gods attached to this sphere; this is the fourth 
vimoksa. 

5) Further, having completely transcended the sphere of infinity of space, he thinks: ‘Consciousness is 
infinite”, he penetrates into the sphere of infinity of consciousness and abides there in the manner of the 
gods attached to this sphere; this is the fifth vimoksa. 

6) Further, having completely transcended the sphere of infinity of consciousness, he thinks: “Nothing 
exists”, he penetrates into the sphere of nothing at all and abides there in the manner of the gods who are 
attached to it; this is the sixth vimoksa. 

7) Further, having completely transcended the sphere of nothing at all, he penetrates into the sphere of 
neither identification nor non-identification and abides there in the manner of the gods who are attached to 
it; this is the seventh vimoksa. 

8) Further, having completely transcended the sphere of neither identification nor non-identification, the 
cessation of notions and sensations being realized, he penetrates into it and abides there; this is the eighth 
vimoksa. 


2. THE EIGHT ABHIBHVAYATANAS. - Pali formula in Digha II, p. 110-111; III p. 260-261; Majjhima, 
II, p. 13-14; Anguttara, IV, p. 305-306; V, p. 61-62. - 

Pali: Attha abhibhayatanani: 1. ajjhattam rupasanm eko bahiddhd ... evamsanm hoti. idam atthamam 
abhibhayatanam. 

Sanskrit formula in Dasottarasutra, p. 95-97; Kosavyakhya, p. 690-691; Abhidharmadlpa, p. 431-432; 
Dasasahasrika, p. 101-102; Mahavyut., no. 1520-1527. Sanskrit: Astdv abhibhvdyatanani: 1. adhyatmam 
rupasamjna bahirdhd ... ca bhavati. idam astamam abhibhvdyatanam. 

Transl. of the Sanskrit. - The eight spheres of mastery: 

1) Having the notion of inner visibles, he sees narrow outer visibles, beautiful or ugly, and he cognizes 
these visibles by mastering them, he sees them by mastering them and he is aware of them; this is the first 
abhibhu. 

2) Having the notion of inner visibles, he sees outer visibles very extensive (var. very enlarged), beautiful 
or ugly, and these visibles (etc., as in 1); this is the second abhibhu. outer visibles. 

3) Not having the notion of inner visibles, he sees outer narrow visibles, and these visibles (etc. as in 1); 
this is the fourth abhibhu. 

4) Not having the notion of inner visibles, he sees outer extensive (var. very enlarged) visibles, beautiful or 
ugly, and these visible (etc. as in 1); this is the fourth abhibhu. 
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5) Not having the notion of inner visibles, he sees outer visibles blue, blue in color, blue in aspect, blue in 
luster. Just like the flax flower or like fine blue Benares muslin, blue in color, blue in aspect, blue in luster, 
in the same way, without having the notion of inner visibles, he sees outer visibles blue, blue in color, blue 
in aspect, blue in luster, and he cognizes them by mastering them, he sees them by mastering them and he is 
aware of them; this is the fifth abhibhu. 

6) Not having the notion of inner visibles, he sees outer visibles yellow, yellow in color, yellow in aspect, 
yellow in luster. Just like the karnikdra flower (Pterospermum acerifolium) or like fine yellow Benares 
muslin, yellow in color, yellow in aspect, yellow in luster, in the same way, without having the notion of 
inner visibles, he sees outer visibles yellow (etc., as in 5); this is the sixth abhibhu. 

7) Not having the notion of inner visibles, he sees outer visibles red, red in color, red in aspect, red in 
luster. Just like the bandhujivaka flower (Pentapetes phoenicea) or fine red Benares muslin, red in color, 
red in aspect, red in luster, in the same way , without having the notion of inner visibles, he sees outer 
visibles red, (etc. as in 5); this is the seventh abhibhu. 

8) Not having the notion of inner visibles, he sees outer visibles white, white in color, white in aspect, 
white in luster. Just like the planet Venus or fine white Benares muslin, white in color, white in aspect, 
white in luster, in the same way, not having the notion of inner visibles, he sees outer visibles white (etc. as 
in 5); this is the eighth abhinhu. 


3. THE TEN KRTSNAYATANAS.- Pali formula in DJgha, III, p. 268; Majjhima, II, p. 14-15; Anguttara, 
V, p. 46, 60: Dasa kasindya.ta.ndni: 1. pathavikasinam eko sanjdnati... adho tiriyam advayam appamanam. 

Sanskrit formula in Mahavyut., no. 1528-1540: Dasa krtsndyatandni: 1. prthivikrtsnayatanam. ... 10. 
vijndnakrtsdyatanam. 

Transl. of the Sanskrit. - The ten spheres of totality: 1) Totality of earth; 2) totality of water; 3) totality of 
fire; 4) totality of wind; 5) totality of blue; 6) totality of yellow; 7) totality of red; 8) totality of white; 9) 
totality of space; 10) totality of consciousness. This totality of earth, water, fire, wind, blue, yellow, red and 
white, he recognizes them above, below, on the side, without duality and limitless. 

The last two kasinas are sometimes omitted in the lists of the Patisambhida (I, p. 49, 143-144, 149-150) or 
replaced by the dloka- and the paricchinn ’ dkdsa- in the Visuddhimagga, ed. Warren, p. 89. 

The krtsnas are not objective observations but ‘voluntary seeings’: adhimuktimanasikara (Kosa, II, p. 325). 
This is well-explained in the Dasasahasrika, p. 102: Sarvadhatun prthmdhdtdv adhimucya sarvam api 
prthivfdhatur evaikadhdtur bhavati: “When one ‘wills’ all the elements into the element earth, everything 
becomes a single element, namely, the ‘earth’ element. In the same way, when one ‘wills’ all the elements 
into the element water, fire, wind, blue, yellow, red, white, space or consciousness.” And the Dasasahasrika 
concludes: “We call sphere of totality the fact [that as a result of ‘voluntary seeing’] eveiything becomes a 
single element: earth, water, etc.” 
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II. KASINA IN PALI SCHOLASTICISM 


Of the three classes of supplementary dharmas, the ten kasinas have captured the attention of Pali 
scholasticism: cf. Patisambhida, I p. 6, 95; Dhammasangani, p. 42; Nettipakarana, p. 89. 112: and 
especially Visuddhimagga, ed. Warren, p. 96-144 (transl. Nanamoli, p. 122-184) which describes fully the 
process of the earth kasina. As in the subsequent seven, it is a process of autosuggestion to reach the 
dhyanas. Here is a brief summary of the stages of the mental operation: 

1) Creation of the sign ( nimitta ). - If he is specially endowed, the monk chooses as visible sign a ploughed 
earth surface ( kasitatthdna ) or a threshing area ( khalamandala ). Most frequently, on the advice of a 
teacher, he makes an earthen disc ( mattikamandala ) of dark color, without the intrusion of blue, yellow, red 
or white color that could cause confusion with the other kasinas and thus contaminate the earth kasina. 
Whether or not this disc is transportable, it should be set up on a pedestal in an isolated place and the 
ascetic sits down at the appropriate distance to see it well. 

2) Appearance of the sign of learning ( uggahanimitta ). - Having vowed to eliminate sense desires that are 
so unpleasant (appassddd kdmd), the monk looks calmly at the earth disc without resting on its color 
(vanna ) or its nature ( lakkhana ) but by fixing his mind on the nominal concept ( pannattidhamma ) of ‘earth’ 
the different names of which he recites mentally: pathavi, main, medinf, bhumi, etc. Sometimes with his 
eyes open and sometimes with his eyes closed ( kdlena umnuletvd kdlena nimiletva), the monk contemplates 
this semi-abstract, semi-concrete image until he sees it as clearly with his eyes shut as with his eyes open. It 
is at this moment that the sign of learning ( uggahanimitta ) is produced. The monk then leaves his seat and 
goes back into the monastery still keeping clearly in his mind this sign of learning and recovering it each 
time that he loses it. 

3) Appearance of the counter-sign {patibhdganimitta ). - There comes the time when the five obstacles 
( mvarana ) to the jhdna (see above, p. 1012-1020F) disappear and when the factors ( ahga ) of the jhdna (see 
above, p. 1237F) manifest. In the first case, the ascetic enters into the samadhi of approach 
(upacarasamadhi ); in the second case, he enters into the mental stabilization of absorption 
(i appandsamddhi ). But the entry into samadhi coincides with the appearance of the counter-sign 
( patibhdganimitta ): 

“The difference between the sign of learning ( uggahanimitta ) and the counter-sign is the following: In the 
sign of learning, any defect ( dosa ) of the kasina (intrusion of foreign colors?) is evident; but the counter¬ 
sign, the sign of learning having come to en end, is somehow removed from it and appears purer, a hundred 
times purer, a thousand times purer than it, like a glass removed from its case, like a well-polished pearly 
shell, like the disc of the moon coming out from behind a cloud. This counter-sign has neither color (varna) 
nor shape ( santhana ), for if it had any, it would be cognizable by the eye, coarse, susceptible of being 
grasped and marked by the three characteristics [impermanence, suffering and selflessness?]. But it is not 
like that. It is just a way of representation, a state of awareness belonging solely to the holder of the 
stabilization. Starting from the moment when it is produced, the obstacles [to the jhdna ] are weakened, but 
the negative emotions ( kilesa ) remain and the mind is stabilized in the samadhi of approach 
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(upacarasamadhi ).” In the samadhi of approach ( appcmasamadhi ) which follows, the factors of the 
samadhi appear and grow. 

4) Protection of the counter-sign ( patighdtanimittarakkhana ) and attainment of the jhanas. - The ascetic 
should keep the counter-sign as if it were his most precious treasure and, to this end, take great care of his 
dwelling (dvdsa), his domain ( gocdra ), his words ( bhassa ), the people (puggala ) he meets, his food 
(bhojana), the atmosphere (utu) and the postures ( iriydpatha ) he takes. Thus, thanks to the earth kasina, he 
attains the first dhyana and abides there. 

5) Extension of the counter-sign (patighatanimittavaddhana ). - In the course of the concentrations of 
approach and of absorption, the ascetic should gradually extend the counter-sign by noting its progress: one 
span, two spans and finally the outer limit of the cosmic sphere. 

6) Acquisition of the spheres of mastery ( abhibhdyatanapatilabdha ). - This complete mastery over the sign 
assures the ascetic a complete mastery over things and gives him magical powers. This is how the earth 
kasina allows him to multiply himself when he is one, etc. (cf. above, p. 382F, n. 2). 


The other nine kasinas progress in the same way as the earth kasina. Here it is sufficient to determine their 
respective ‘signs’ and to specify the type of ‘mastery’ they will exert upon things. 

In the water kasina, the sign of learning is moving (calamana) and the counter-sign is inert 
(nipparipphanda), like a crystal fan held in the air or like a crystal mirror. It brings the following powers: 
plunging into the earth and emerging from it, bringing rain-storms, creating rivers and seas, shaking the 
earth, mountains, palaces, etc. 

In the fire kasina, the sign of learning is like a spark of fire that becomes detached and falls; the counter¬ 
sign is motionless (niccala ) like a piece of red wool held up in the air. Thanks to this practice, the ascetic 
can emit smoke and flames, cause a rain of ash, extinguish one fire by means of another, burn whatever he 
wishes, create lights that allow him to see objects visible to the divine eye and, at the moment of his 
parinirvana, burn his body by the fire element. 

In the wind kasina , the sign of learning appears in movement ( cala ) like an eddy of hot steam coming out 
of a pot of rice-gruel; the counter-sign is calm (sannisinna) and motionless ( acala ). From this kasina come 
the powers of walking with the speed of wind and causing wind storms. 

The four color kasinas use as signs of learning a blue, yellow, red or white flower or cloth. Their counter¬ 
sign appears like a crystal fan. They permit the ascetic to create colored objects and particularly to reach the 
5 th to the 8 th abhibhdyatana (spheres of mastery of colors) as well as the 3 rd vimokha, namely the 
subhavimokha or pleasant liberation. 

The kasina of light (dloka) and that of limited space (paricchinndkdsa) have as their respective counter¬ 
signs a mass of light (dlokapun ja) and the circle of space (dkdsamandala). Thanks to the first, the ascetic is 
able to create luminous forms, to banish languor and torpor and chase away shadows; by means of the 
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second he is able to discover whatever is hidden, create empty spaces in the earth and rocks and occupy 
them, pass though walls at will, etc. 


III. VIMOKSA, ABHIBHU AND KRTSNA ACCORDING TO THE 
ABHIDHARMA 


These technical procedures aimed at complete detachment from the things of the threefold world are fully 
studied by the Abhidharma of the Sarvastivadins and related texts: Jnanaprasthana, T 1544, k. 18, p. 1013 
seq.; SamgItiparyaya,T 1536, k. 18-20, p. 443a26- 446al8, 447a25-452cl 1; Samyuktabhidharmasara, T 
1552, k. 7, p. 96b-929a; Abhidharmamrta, T 1553, k. 2, p. 976117-bl6 (reconstruction by Sastri, p. 103- 
107);Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 84-85, p. 434bl5- 442bl4; Kosa, VIII, p. 203-218; Nyayanusara, T 1562, k. 80, p. 
771b-775a; Abhidhamadlpa, p. 429-432; Satyasiddhisastra, T 1646, k. 12-13, p. 5339al6-340bl6,346bl4- 
c22; Abhidharmasamuccahaya (of the Vijnanavadins), T 1605,, k. 7, p. 680c23-691a22 (reconstructed by 
Pradhan, p. 95-96). 

Here is a summary of the Abhidharma scholasticism. 

In general, the vimoksas are the gateway into the abhibus, which in turn are the gateway into the krtsnas. 
The vimoksas are ‘complete emancipation’ ( vimoksamdtra ) from the object. The abhibhus exert a twofold 
mastery ( abhibhavana ) over the object, entailing the view of the object as one wishes it ( yathestam 
adhimoksah) and the absence of the negative emotion provoked by the object ( klesdnutpatti ). The krtsnas 
embrace the object without a gap and in its totality ( nirantarakrtsnaspharana ). All are derived from the 
dhydnas and the samdpattis. 


A. Vimoksas 1-3, eight abhibhus and krtsnas 1-8. 

1) In nature they are the five skandhas and they have as object the visibles of kamadhatu. 

2) Vimoksas 1-2 and abhibhus 1-4 are contemplations of the horrible ( asubhabhdvana ), i.e., of the 
decomposing corpse, and are practiced in the 1 st and 2 nd dhyanas. When practiced in the first, they 
counteract attachment to color ( varnaraga ) of kamadhatu; when practiced in the second, they counteract 
attachment to color of the first dhyana. 

3) In vimoksas 1 and abhibhus 1-2, the ascetic still has the notion of inner visiibles, those of his own body; 
in vimoksa 2 and abhibhus 3-4, he no longer has them. But in all cases, he contemplates unpleasant outer 
visibles (amanojnd), less numerous (pantta) in abhibhus 1 and 3, numerous ( mahodgata or paramdna) in 
abhibhus 2 and 4. 

4) Vimoksa 3, abhibhus 5-8 and krtsnas 1-8 are contemplations on the beautiful ( subhabhdvana ) and are 
practiced exclusively in the 4 th dhyana. No longer having the notion of inner visibles, the ascetic 
contemplates the outer pleasant visibles ( manojhd) of kamadhatu: in vimoksa 3, the beautiful (subha) in 
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general, which he actualizes ( kayena sakOdatkaroti)’, in abhibhus 5-8 and krtsnas 5-8, the four pure colors 
(blue, yellow, red and white); in krtsnas 1-4, the four great elements (earth, water, fire and wind). 


B. Vimoksas 4-7 and h-tsnas 8-10. 

1) Being formless, in nature they are the four skandhas with the exception of rupaskandha and are 
practiced in the formless absorptions ( drupyasamdpatti ): vimoksa 4 and krtsna 9 and the 
akasanantyayatana; vimoksa 5 and krtsna 10 in the vijnananantyayatana; vimoksa 6 in the akimcanayatana; 
vimoksa 7 in the naivasamjnanasamjnayatana. 

2) For object they have the suffering of their own level and a higher level ( svabhumyurdhvabhumikam 
duhkham), the cause and cessation of this suffering ( taddhetunirodhau ), the Path relative to the totality of 
the anvayajhana (sarvanvayajhanapaksomdrgah) , the apratisamkyanirodha and the dkdsa. 


C. Eighth vimoksa. 

This is the absorption of cessation of concepts and feelings ( samjhdveditanirodhasamdpatti ), [a dharma] 
which stops the mind and mental events. 

The qualities that constitute class A are acquired only by humans; those of classes B and C are acquired by 
beings of the threefold world. All these qualities may have as support (dsraya ) the mental series of a 
worldly person (prthagjana ) or a saint (diya), except the last one, the nirodhavimoksa, which can be 
produced only by the saint. 

1. The Eight Liberations (p. 129IF) 


A. General definition 

The eight liberations ( astau vimoksah ): [k. 21, p. 215a] 

1) Flaving [the notion] of inner visibles, he also sees outer visibles, this is the first vimoksa ( adhydtmam 
rupasamjm bahirdhd rupanipasyaty ayam prathamo vimoksah).^^ 

2) Not having [the notion] of inner visibles, he sees outer visibles, this is the second vimoksa ( adhydtmam 
arupasamjm bahirdhd rupani pasyaty ayam dvitfyo vimoksah). 

3) Fie physically actualizes the pleasant vimoksa, this is the third vimoksa ( subham vimoksam kayena 
sdksdtkaroty ayam trtfyo vimoksah). 


269 i n place of the canonical phrase rupi rupani pasyati, the Traite substitutes this new wording 
borrowed from the definition of the first abhibhu. Flarivarman does the same in his Satyasiddhisastra, T 
1646, k. 12, p. 339al7. 
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4-8) - The four formless absorptions ( catasra arupyasamapattayah) and the absorption of cessation of 
concept and feeling ( samjndveditanirodhasamdpatti ) are the [last] five vimoksas. 

In all, eight vimoksas. They ‘turn the back’ (pei ) on the five objects of enjoyment (, kdmaguna ) and [they 
‘reject’ (choj] or eliminate the mind of attachment ( sahgacitta ) towards them; this is why they are called 
‘turning the mind and rejecting’ {pei-cho, in Sanskrit vi-moksa).270 


B. The first two vimoksas 

The yogin has not destroyed inner and outer visibles: he has not suppressed the notion of both [his own] 
inner and outer visibles (; rupasamjna ) and he sees these visibles with a feeling of horror (asubhacitta):^ ^ 
this is the first vimoksa. 

The yogin has destroyed the inner visibles and suppressed the notion of inner visibles ( adhydtmam 
rupasamjna), but he has not destroyed outer visibles nor suppressed the notion of outer visibles ( bahirdha 
rupasamjna ) and it is with a feeling of horror that he sees outer visibles: this is the second vimoksa. 

These two vimoksas both contemplate the horrible ( asubha ): the first contemplates inner as well as outer 
visibles; the second does not see inner visibles and sees only outer visibles. Why is that? 

Beings ( sattva ) have two kinds of behavior ( pratipad );272 sensualism ( trsnacarita ) and rationalism 
(1 drsticarita ). The sensualists (trsnabahula) are attached to happiness ( sukharakta ) and are bound ( baddha ) 
by outer fetters ( bdhyasamyojana ). The rationalists ( drstibahula ) are strongly attached to the view of the 
individual ( satkdyadrsti ), etc., and are bound by inner fetters ( adhydtmasamyojana ). This is why the 
sensualists [usefully] contemplate the horrors of outer visibles ( bdhyarupdsubha ), whereas the rationalists 
[usefully] contemplate the horrors ( asubha ) and corruption ( vikdra ) of their own body. 

Furthermore, at the beginning of the practice, the yogin’s mind lacks sharpness ( asuksma ) and at the start it 
is difficult for him to fix his mind on a single point [viz,, outer visibles]. That is why he disciplines his 
mind and tames it by gradual practice ( kramdbhydsa ) consisting of the [simultaneous] consideration of both 
outer and inner visibles. Then he can destroy the notion of inner visibles and see only outer visibles 

Question. - If the yogin no longer has the notion of inner visbles, why can he see outer visibles? 


270 This paragraph is undoubtedly a note by KumarajTva aimed at justifying the translation of vimoksa 
by the Chinese characters pei-cho. 

For the Indian exegesis, see AthasalinT, p. 191-192: Arammane adhimuccanatthena 
paccanikadhammehi vimuccanatthena vimokkho ti vuttam ; Kosavyakhya, p. 689: 
sarvasamskrtavaimukhyad vimosah, samdpattydvaranavimoksandd vimoksa iti. 

271 Actually, during the first two vimoksas, the ascetic cultivates the nine notions regarding the 
decomposing corpse, notions that will be the subject of the next chapter. 

272 F or these two kinds of behavior, see Nettippakarana, p. 7, 109; Kosa, IV, p. 174, 208; V, p. 82; 
Kosavyakya, p. 427. 
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Answer. - This is a matter of a subjective method ( adhimuktimarga )273 and not an objective method 
(bhutamarga). The yogin thinks about his future corpse burned by the fire ( vidagdhaka ), devoured by 
insects ( vikhdditaka ), buried in the ground and completely decomposed. Or, if he considers it at present, he 
analyzes this body down to the subtle atoms ( paramdnu ), all non-existent. This is how ‘he sees outer 
visibles, not having the notion of inner visiibles’. 

Question. - In the [first] two abhibhvayatanas, the yogin sees inner and outer visibles; in the [last] six 
abhibhvAatanas he see only outer outer visibles. In the first vimoksa, he sees inner and outer visibles; in the 
second vimoksa, he sees only outer visibles. Why does he destroy only the concept of inner visibles and not 
destroy the outer visibles? 

Answer. - When the yogin sees with his eyes this body marked with the marks of death ( marananimitta), 
he grasps the future characteristics of death; as for the actual body, in it he sees, to a lesser degree, the 
disappearance ( nirodhalaksana ) of the outer four great elements (mahabhuta). Therefore, since [215b] it is 
difficult for him to see that they do not exist, the [Siitra] does not speak of the destruction of the visibles. 
Besides, at the time when the yogin will have transcended the form realm (rupadhdtu)^?^ he w j]] no 
longer see outer visibles. 


C. The third vimoksa 

“He actualizes the pleasant vimoksa” ( subham, vimoksam kdyena sdksdtkaroti). - This is a pleasant 
meditation in regard to unpleasant things ( asubhesu subhabhdvand), as is said about the eight 
abhibhayatanas. 

The first eight krtsnayatanas contemplate, in the pure state ( suddha ),;275 i) earth ( prthivi ), 2) water ( ap ), 3) 
fire ( tejas ), 4) wind (vdyu), and also 5) blue (juld), 6) yellow {pita ), 7) red (lohita), 8) white ( avaddta ). 

The [fifth] sees visibles as blue (rupani nildni) like the blue lotus flower ( nilotpalapuspa ), like the kin- 
tsing-chan,27 6 like the flax flower (umakapuspa) or like fine Benares muslin (sampannam vd vdrdnaseyam 
vastram ). It is the same for the visions of yellow (pita), red ( lohita ) and white (avaddta), each according to 
its respective color. The entire thing is called ‘the pleasant vimoksa’. 

Question. - If all of that is the pleasant vimoksa, it should not be necessary to speak of the krtsnayatanas 
[under the pain of repeating oneself]. 


273 An adhimuktimanasikara or adhimuktisamjnana or ‘voluntary seeing’ of the object; see Kosa, VIII, 
p. 198-199 and notes. 

274 i.e., in the five vimoksas and the two krtsnas called ariipya. 

275 jhis detail is necessary because, in the course of the first eight krtsnas, the yogin contemplates the 
four great elements and the four colors in their most pure form, without the intrusion of foreign elements 
or colors. This is what the Visuddhimagga calls the ‘counter-sign’ (patihdganimitta) of the object: see 
above, p. 1287F. 

276 jhis must be a flower or a blue metal. However, there is a mountain in Kiang-Si with this name. 
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Answer. - The vimoksas are the initial practice (prathamacaiya); the abhibhvayatanas are the intermediate 
practice (madhyamacarya) and the krtsnayatanas are the long-standing practice. 277 

The meditation of the horrible ( asubhabhdvatana ) is of two types: /) unpleasant ( asubha ); ii) pleasant 
(subha). The [first] two vimoksas and the [first] four abhibhvayatanas are of the unpleasant type. One 
vimoksa, [i.e., the third], the [last] four abhibhvayatanas and the [first] eight krtsnayatanas are of the 
pleasant type. 

Question. - When the yogin takes as pleasant (subha) that which is unpleasant (asubha), he is making a 
mistake ( vipaiydsa ). 27 ^ Then why is the meditation that he practices in the course of the pleasant vimoksa 
not erroneous? 

Answer. - The error is in seeing wrongly as pleasant a woman’s beauty which is unpleasant, but the 
meditation practiced during the pleasant vimoksa is not a mistake due to the extension (visdlatva) of all true 
blue color, [etc]. 

Moreover, in order to tame the mind (cittadamandrtham), the pleasant meditation presupposes a lengthy 
practice of the meditation on the horrible (asubhabhdvana) and on mental revulsion ( cittanirveda ): this is 
why practicing the pleasant meditation is not a mistake and there is no desire (lobha) in it. 27 ^ 

Moreover, the yogin begins by contemplating the horrors of the body and fixes his mind on all the inner 
and outer horrors in bodily things. Then he feels revulsion (nirveda)'. [his negative emotions], lust (rdga), 
hatred (dvesa) and stupidity (moha) decrease; he becomes frightened and understands: “I do not possess 
these characteristics as a person at all: it is the body that is like that. Then why am I attached to it?” 

He concentrates his mind and really meditates so as not to commit mistakes. As soon as his mind becomes 
disciplined and gentle, he avoids thinking of the horrors of the body, such as skin (tvac), flesh (mdmsa), 
blood (/ 0 / 7 /to) and marrow ( asthimajjan ): for him there are only white bones (svetdsthika) and he fixes his 
mind on the skeleton (kahkdla). If his mind wanders outward, he concentrates and gathers it back. 
Concentrating his mind deeply, he sees the diffused light of the white bones (svetdsthika) like a conch-shell 
(sankha),® like shells (kapardaka), lighting up inner and outer things. This is the gateway of the pleasant 
vimoksa. 

Then, noting the disappearance of the skeleton, the yogin sees only the light of the bones (asthiprabhd) and 
grasps the characteristics (nimitta) of outer and inner visibles. For example: 

1) diamond (vajra), pearl (mani), precious golden and silver objects (hemarajataratnavastu),°^ 


277 Cf. Kosa, VIII, p. 215. 

27 ^ The third of the four errors consisting of taking what is impure to be pure (asucau sucir iti 
viparydsah). 

27 ^ The third vimoksa is the root of good, alobha: cf. Kosa, VIII, p. 206; Abhidharmadlpa, p. 430. 

2 ^0 cf. the attikdni satdni sankhavannupanibhani about which the canonical sources speak: Dlgha, II, p. 
297; Majjhima, I, p. 58,59; III, p. 93; Anguttara, III, p. 324. 

2 ^ 1 The contemplation of these precious objects is not mentioned in the traditional list of the krtsnas. 
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2 ) very pure ( suparisuddha ) earth ( prthivi );282 [fj rs t krtsna], 

3) pure water ( ap ): [second krtsna], 

4) pure fire ( tejas ) without smoke (, dhuma ) or kindling ( indhana ): [third krtsna], 

5) pure wind (vayw), without dust (rajas): [fourth krtsna], 

6 ) blue visibles ( rupdni mlani), like the kin-tsing-chan: [fifth abhibhu and fifth krtsna], 

7) yellow visibles ( rupdnipftdni), like the ginger flower ( campakapuspa ): [sixth abhibhu and sixth krtsna], 

8 ) red visibles ( rupdni lohitdni), like the flower of the red lotus ( padmapuspa ): [seventh abhibhu and 
seventh krtsna]. 9) white visibles ( rupdny avaddtdni), like white snow ( hima ): [eighth abhibhu and eighth 
krtsna]. 

Grasping these characteristics (nimittdny udgrhnan), the yogin fixes his mind on the pleasant meditation 
(, subhabhdvana ) on the pure light (parisuddhaprabhd) belonging to each of these visibles. Then the yogin 
experiences joy ( prrti ) and happiness ( sukha ) filling his entire body (kayo): this is what is called the 
pleasant vimoksa ( subha vimoksa). Since it has pleasant things as object (dlambana), it is called ‘pleasant’ 
vimoksa. Since the ascetic experiences this [215c] happiness in his whole body, it is said that the yogin 
‘actualizes it physically’ ( kdyena sdksdtkaroti). Having obtained this mental happiness ( cittasukha ), the 
yogin ‘turns his back and rejects’ ( vi-muc ) the five objects of enjoyment (kamaguna) and is henceforth 
without joy (prfti) or happiness ( sukha );283 this ; s indeed a vimoksa. 

As the yogin has not yet destroyed the impurities ( aksfndsrava ), it happens that, from time to time, 
passionate thoughts ( samyojanacitta ) arise in him and he becomes attached (anusajate) to pleasant visibles 
(subharupa). Then he vigorously (dtdpin) and energetically ( viryavat) cuts this attachment (tam dsangam 
samucchinatti). Actually, this pleasant meditation is a result of his mind. And just as a master magician 
(mdydkdra), in the face of objects that he has created magically, knows that they come from him, so the 
yogin is no longer attached (dsanga ) and no longer pursues objects (dlambana). Then the vimoksa 
‘liberation’ changes its name and is called ‘sphere of mastery over the object’ abhibhvAatana. 

Although the yogin thus masters (abhibhavati) the pleasant meditation (subhabhdvana), he is still incapable 
of extending it (vistdrayitum). Then he returns to grasp the pleasant characteristics ( subhanimitta ): 


282 Cf the first eight counter-signs (patibhdganimitta) defined by the Visuddhimagga in the chapters on 
the kasinas (above, p. 1288F) 

283 This is explained by the fact that the third vimoksa and consequently the eight abhibhus and the first 
eight krtsnas are practiced in the fourth dhyana where there is no longer any happiness or suffering, 
neither joy nor sadness: see above, p. 1031-1032F. 

The expression kdyena sdksdtb~tvd is absent in the Pali canonical sources and is used by the 
Sanskrit sources only in regard to the fourth and eighth vimoksa. This is due to their excellence 
( prddhdnya) and because they are in the final stages of rupadhatu and aruyadhatu respectively: cf. Kosa, 
VIII, p. 210-211; Kosavyakhya, p. 690. 
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a. Using the power of the vimoksas and the power of the abhibhvayatanas, he grasps the nature of pleasant 
earth ( subhaprthivi) and gradually extends it ( kramena vistdrayati) to all the empty space (dkdsa) of the ten 
directions. He does the same with water (ap), fire ( tejas) and wind (vdyu)?-^ 

b. He grasps the nature of blue ( ntlanimitta ) and gradually extends it to all the space of the ten directions. 
He does the same with yellow {pita), red (/0/7/to) and white ( avaddta ). 85 

Now the abhibhvayatanas are transformed and become the krtsnayatanas ‘spheres of totality of the object’. 

These three, [namely the vimoksas, the abhibhvayatanas and the krtsnayatanas], are one and the same thing 
(1 ekdrtha ), with three name-changes. 

Question. - The [first] three vimoksas, the eight abhibhvatanas and the ten krtsnayatanas are either 
objective considerations ( bhutapratyaveksd) or subjective considerations {adhimuktipratyaveksd). 

If they are objective considerations, since the body still contains skin {tvac) and flesh {marnsa), how can 
one see only white bones ( svetasthika ) in it? Besides, the body is constituted by an assemblage of thirty-six 
substances (sattrimlsaddhatusamagri );286 w hy distinguish them and consider them separately? The four 
great elements ( mahabhuta ) [entering into the constitution of the body] each have their own nature 
(.svalaksana ), 87 w hy exclude three of them [water, fire and wind] and consider just the earth element 


784 j n the course of krtsnas 1 to 4. 

285 the course of krtsnas 5 to 8. 

286 i n the Sanskrit sources of both the Lesser and the Greater Vehicles, physical substances are 26 in 
number (cf. Tseng yi a han, T 125, p. 687b9; k. 27, p. 712b7; k. 49, p. 815c5; Kalpanamanditika, T 201, 
k. 5, p. 285bl; Po yu king, T 209, k. 4, p. 555b 15; Tch’ou yao king, k. 212, k. 1, p. 612bl7; k. 5, p. 
632c22; k. 17, p. 699c7; k. 26, p. 749cl6). They are listed, with many faulty readings, in the Sanskrit 
editions of the Pancavimsati, p. 205,1. 16-19 (T 223, k. 5, p. 253c26-29) and the Satasahasrika, p. 1431,1. 
9-13 (T 220, k. 53, p. 298b26-28). 

The Pali suttas list 31 (Dlgha, II, p. 293; III, p. 104;Majjhima, I, p. 57; III, p. 90; Samyutta, IV, 
p. 111; V, p. 278; Anguttara, III, p. 323; V, p. 109). The Visuddhimagga gives their number as 32 and 
discusses them at length. Here is the latter list with corresponding terms in Pali and Sanskrit: 

1) Hair of the head ( kesa, kesa); 2) hairs (loma, roman). 3) nails ( nakha ); 4) teeth ( ddnta ); 5) 
skin {taca, tvac)-, 6) flesh {marnsa, marnsa); 7) tendons (nharu, snayu); 8) bone (a ft hi, asthi); 9) marrow 
{atthiminja, asthimajjan); 10) kidneys {vakka, vrkka); 11) heart {liadaya, hrdaya); 12) liver (yakana, 
yakrt); 13) pleura (kilamaka, kloman); 14) spleen {pihaka, plihan); 15) lungs (papphdsa, pupphusa); 16) 
intestines {anta, antra)', 17) mesentery {antagina, antraguna); 18) stomach {nsatiya, udara); 19) 
excrement {karisa, karisa); 20) brain {matthalunga, mastuluhga); 21) bile {pitta); 22) phlegm {samha, 
slesman); 23) pus {pubba, piiya); 24) blood (/ 0 / 7 /to); 25) sweat {seda, sveda); 26) fat {meda or medas); 
27) tears {assu, asm)', 28) suint {vasd); 29) saliva ( khela, kheta); 30) snot {sihghdnikd, sahghdnaka); 31) 
synovial fluid {lasikd); 32) urine {mutta, mutra). 

-87 jhe nature of the four great elements is, respectively, solidity {khakkhatatva), moistness or fluidity 
{dravatya), warmth {usnatva) and movement ( Tranatva ). 
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( prthivimahabhuta )?288 jh e f our co i ors are no t blue ( nila ) exclusively; why then practice meditation just 
on blue ( mlablidvana )?289 

Answer. - [In these considerations] there is an objective consideration (bhutapratyaveksd) as well as a 
subjective consideration ( adhimuktipratyaveksd). 

Bodily characteristics ( kdyanimitta ), objectively, are unpleasant ( asubha ): that is an objective 
consideration. Among outer things ( bdhyadhanna ), there are all kinds of colors of pleasant nature 
(subhalaksana): this is also an objective consideration. The pleasant (subha) and the unpleasant ( asubha ) 
come within objective considerations. 

On the other hand, when one takes the small number of pleasant things and extends it to consider 
everything as pleasant,-*^ when one chooses the single element water and extends it to see everything as 
water,291 when one chooses the small amount of blue that exists and extends it to see everything as 
blue-9^ an( j so on , those are subjective considerations that are not objective. 


D. Vimoksas four to seven 

The four formless vimoksas (arupyavimoksa) are similar to meditations practiced in the four formless 
absorptions (arupyasamapatti ).293 y| lc person who wants to acquire these vimoksas first enters into the 
formless absorptions: the latter are the gateway into these vimoksas, for the sphere of the infinity of space 
(dkdsdnantydyatana) ‘turns the back on and rejects’ material objects (rupyalambana). 

Question. - If it is the same for the formless absorptions, how do [the formless vimoksas] differ? 

Answer. - The worldly person (prthagjana ) who acquires the formless absorptions is ampin [‘without 
form’ or without the concept of form]. But when the saint (dryapudgala) with high resolve ( adhydsaya ) 
acquires these formless absorptions, [he is arupin\ absolutely and without regression: that is why it is called 
vimoksa. 

It is the same for the other vimoksas coming within the spheres of infinity of consciousness 
(vijhandnantydyatana ), nothing at all (dkimcanydyatana) and neither identification nor non-identification 
(naivasamjndndsamjndyatana). 


E. The eighth vimoksa 


288 This is done in the first krtsna. 

289 This is done in the fifth abhibhu and the fifth krtsna. 

290 In the course of the third vimoksa. 

291 In the course of the second krtsna. 

292 j n the course of the fifth abhibhu and the fifth krtsna. 

293 s ee a bove, p. 1274F seq. 
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Turning the back on and suppressing feelings ( vedita ) and concepts (samjnd) as well as all mind ( citta ) and 
all mental events ( caitasikadharma) is what is called ‘liberation consisting of the cessation of feeling and 
concept’ (samjndveditanirodhavimoksa). 

Question. - Why is the absorption of non-identification ( asamjnasamapatti ) not a vimoksa?“94 

Answer. - Because when beings with wrong view ( mithyddarsin) who do not discern the defects ( dosa ) of 
dharmas enter into the absorption [216a] [of non-identification], they identify it with nirvana and when 
they emerge from of this absorption, they feel regret ( vipratisdra ) and fall back into their wrong views 
( mithyadrsti ). This is why the absorption [of non-identification] is not a vimoksa. 

On the other hand, by the cessation of feeling and concept that suppresses all distraction ( viksiptacitta ), the 
yogin penetrates into a nirvana-like-95 cessation ( nirodha ). Since he acquires it by attaching to it [just] his 
body, the Sutra says that he ‘actualizes it physically’ ( kdyena sdksdtkaroti). 

2. The Eight Masteries 


A. General definition 

The eight spheres of mastery ( astdv abhibhvdyatandni ): 

1) Having the notion of inner visibles, he sees outer visibles, few in number, beautiful or ugly, and he 
cognizes these visibles by mastering them, he sees them by mastering them; this is the first abhibhu 
{adhyatmam rupasamjm habirdha rupani pasyati panttani suvarnadurvarnani, tdni khalu rupany 
abhibhuya jdndty abhibhuya pasyatidam prathamamam abhibhvdyatanam). 

2) Having the notion of inner visibles, he sees outer visibles, numerous, beautiful or ugly, and he cognizes 
these visibles by mastering them, he sees them by mastering them; this is the second abhibhu ( adhyatmam 
rupasamjm nahirdha rupani pasyaty adhimdtrdni suvarnadurvarnani, tdni khalu rupany abhinhuya jdndty 
abhibhuya pasyatidam dvitiyam abhibhvdyatanam). 

3-4) It is the same for the third and fourth abhibhvayatana, with the only difference that, not having the 
notion of inner visibles, he sees outer visibles ( adydtmam arupasamjm bahirdhd rupani pasyati). 

5-6) [In these ayatanas], not having the notion of inner visibles, the yogin sees outer visibles blue, yellow, 
red or white ( adhyatmam arupasamjm bahirdhd rupani pasyati nilapitalohitdvaddtdni). 

These are the eight abhibhvayatanas. 


294 jhg yogin who has entered into cessation is drstadharmanirvanaprapta : in the present lifetime 
(i drste janmani) is in the nirvana with residue of conditioning ( sopadhisesanirvdnastha ). 

-95 The absorption of non-identification is practiced by worldly people (prthagjana) who identify non¬ 
identification with true liberation. The saints (drya) do not practice it; they reserve their efforts for the 
absorption of cessation which they consider to be the peaceful absorption: cf. Kosa, II, p. 201-214. 
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B. The first abhibhu 


“Having the notion of inner visibles, he sees outer visibles “ ( adliyatmam rupasamjm bahirdha rupani 
pasyati ): himself unhurt, he sees outer objects ( bdhydlambana ). 

“He sees few of them” ( parittani ): being rare, these objects are said to be ‘few in number’. The path of 
seeing not being developed in him, the yogin sees objects few in number for, if he saw a large number of 
them, he would grasp them with difficulty. In the same way, when deer run about in confusion, one cannot 
see them from far away. 

“He sees the beautiful or ugly” ( suvarnadurvarnani ). At the start of the practice, the yogin fixes his mind 
on an object (dlam,bana), the space between the eyebrows, the forehead or the end of the nose. With the 
notion of unpleasant inner visibles ( adhyatmam asubhasamjni) and the notion of unpleasant things in his 
own body, the yogin sees outer visibles which sometimes will be beautiful ( suvarndni ) by virtue of the 
retribution for good actions ( kusalakarmavipdka ), sometimes ugly (durvarnani) by virtue of retribution for 
bad actions ( akushalakannavipdka ). 

Furthermore, when the yogin, following the instructions of his teacher, grasps and sees all kinds of 
unpleasant things ( ndndvidhdny asubhdni) in outer objects ( bdhydlambana ), this is a matter of ‘ugly 
visiibles’ ( durvarnani rupani). But sometimes when, by loss of attentiveness ( smrtihdni ), the yogin 
conceives a pleasant notion ( subhasamjnd) and sees pleasant visibles ( subhdni rupani), this is then a matter 
of‘beautiful visibles’ ( suvarndni rupani). 

Furthermore, when the yogin by himself fixes his mind on a given place, he sees two kinds of visibles 
(i dvividhdni rupani) inherent in the desire realm ( kdmadhdtu ): i) the visibles that give rise to lust ( rdga ), ii) 
the visibles that give rise to hatred (dvesa). Those that give rise to lust are pleasant visibles ( subhdni 
rupani) described here as beautiful ( suvarndni); those that give rise to hatred are unpleasant visibles 
(i asubhdni rupani) described here as ugly ( durvarnali ). 

The yogin is master (vasavartin) over these objects (dlambana ):^96 “He cognizes them by mastering them, 
he sees them by mastering them” ( abhibhuya jdndty abhibhuya pasyati). Faced with beautiful visibles 

-96 Although the vimoksas liberate from the object, the abhibhus exert a real mastery (aisvarya) over 
it. According to the Kosa, VIII, p. 213, this domination ( abhibhavana) over the object is twofold: i) 
yathestam adhimoksah: the voluntary seeing of the object as one wants it to be; ii) klesdnutpatti : the 
absence of negative emotion evoked by the object. Here the Traite particularly stresses this second point: 
the ascetic in possession of the abhibhus no longer feels any lust (rdga) for pleasant objects or any hatred 
(dvesa) toward unpleasant objects. 

But the abhibhus still allow one to see the object as one wishes it to be. Indeed, “when the mind 
is absorbed, very pure, very clean, stainless, free of impurities, supple, ready to act, the ascetic can direct 
his mind ( cittam abhimharati) to the supernatural powers (abhijhd) and especially toward magical power 
(rddhi )” (Dlgha, I, p. 77). Then he can, at will, transform the great elements and the colors so as to see 
them as he wishes. See Visuddhimagga, ed. Warren, p. 142-143. Thus, the contemplation on yellow can 
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( abhirupa ) capable of generating lust ( rdga ), the yogin feels no lust; faced with ugly visibles capable of 
generating hatred ( dvesa ), he feels no hatred. He sees only that visibles coming from the four great 
elements ( mahabhuta ) and from a complex of causes and conditions ( hetupratyayasdmagri ) are lacking in 
substance ( asdra ) like a water bubble ( budbudci ).297 That is how it is for beautiful and ugly visibles. 

In this abhibhvayatana, the yogin stays on the threshold of the [meditation] on the horrible 
(i asubhabhdvana ). When the fetters of lust, hate, etc. ( rdgadvesddisamyojana ) occur, he does not follow 
them: that is the sphere of mastery [of the object] for he masters the mistake that consists of taking as pure 
that which is impure ( asucau sucir iti vipaiydsa) and the other defdements (klesa). 

Question. - While having the notion of inner visibles ( adhydtmam rupasamjnd), how does the yogin see 
outer visibles ( bahirdhd rupani pasyati )? 

Answer. - The eight abhibhvayatanas can be attained (prdpti ) by ascetics who have entered deeply into 
concentration and whose mind is disciplined and softened. Sometimes the yogin sees the horrible ( asubha ) 
of his own body and [216b] also sees the horrors of outer visibles. 

The contemplation of the horrible ( asubhabhdvana ) is of two types: i) that which contemplates all kinds of 
impurities ( ndndvidhdsuci ), such as the thirty-six bodily substances ( dravya ), etc.; ii) that which, 
disregarding in one’s own body as in others’ bodies, the skin ( tvac ), flesh (mdmsci) and the five internal 
organs,298 contemplates only the white bones ( svetdsthika ), like a conch-shell ( sankha ), like snow (hima). 
The sight of the thirty-six bodily substances is called ‘ugly’ (, durvarna ); the sight of the conch or snow is 
called “beautiful’ ( suvarna ). 


C. The second abhibhu 

At the time he is contemplating inner and outer [visibles], the yogin is distracted ( viksiptacitta ) and only 
with difficulty can he enter into dhyana. Then he excludes notions of his own body (ddhymatmikasamjnd) 
and considers only outer visibles ( bdhyarupa ). As is said in the Abhidharma, the yogin who possesses 
vimoksa contemplates and sees the dead body: after death, the latter is picked up and taken to the charnel- 
ground ( smasdna ) where, burned by fire ( vidagdhaka ) and devoured by insects ( vikhdditaka ), it 


have the effect of creating yellow forms ( pitakarupanimmanam), the volition that something be golden 
(suvannan ti adhimuccand), etc. This creative power of ‘volitional seeing’ ( adhimoksa ) is mentioned in 
the canonical sources, e.g., Samyutta, I, p. 116: Akahkhamdno Bhagavd Himavantampabbatardjam 
suvannam tv eva adhimucceyya, suvannan capabbat ’ assd ti. 

297 See above, p. 359, n. 

298 a typically Chinese expression appearing in the canonical versions, although the Indian originals 
show no trace of it: cf. Fo pan ni yuan king, T 5, k. 1, p. 163c 15; k. 2, [. 171al6; Fo k’ai kiai, T 20, p. 
262a3; Hong chouei, T 33, [. 817b3; Ni-li, T 86, p. 908bl5; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 25, p. 6587bl2; k. 
51, p. 828cl8. The five viscera are the kidneys, the heart, the liver, the lungs and the spleen. The 
Commentary to the Vihhanga, p. 249, also speaks of the vakkapancaka “the five [constituents of the 
body] starting with the kidneys.” 
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disintegrates. From then on, the yogin sees only the insects and the fire, but does not see the body: this is 
why the Sutra says that “not having the notion of inner visibles, he sees outer visibles” ( adhydtmam 
drupasamjm bahirdha rupanipasyati). 

In accordance with instructions, the yogin perceives and looks at the body as a skeleton ( kahkdla ). When 
his mind is distracted outwardly, he brings it back and concentrates on the skeleton as object. Why is that? 
At the beginning of the practice, this person was unable to see subtle objects ( suksmalambana ), and that is 
why the sutra said [in regard to the first abhibhu that the yogin sees only] visibles “few in number” ( rupani 
panttdni). But now, this yogin, whose path of seeing is developing, deepening and broadening, uses this 
skeleton in order to see JambudvTpa as skeletons everywhere, and this is why the Sutra says here that he 
sees ‘numerous visibles’ {rupany adhimatrdni). 

Then he concentrates his mind again and no longer sees a single skeleton; this is why the siitra says that “he 
cognizes visibles by mastering them and sees visibles by mastering them” ( tani khalu rupany abhibhuya 
jdndty abhibhuya pasyati). 

And since, the yogin is able at will (yathestam ) to master the concept of man and woman 
(purusastrisamjnd) and the concept of beauty (sucisamjnd) in regard to the five objects of enjoyment 
(kdmaguna), that is indeed a ‘sphere of mastering the object’ ( abhibhvdyatana ). 

Thus a strong man ( balavat ) mounted on his horse who captures the enemy is able to destroy them is said 
to ‘master’ them and, as he is also able to control his horse, he ‘masters’ it. It is the same for the yogin: in 
the meditation on the horrible ( asubhabhdvana ), he is able to do a lot with just a little, and do a little with a 
lot: that is an abhibhvayatana. He is also able to destroy his enemies, the five objects of enjoyment 
{kdmaguna)', that also is an abhibhvayatana. When without destroying inwardly [the notion] of his own 
body, the yogin sees visibles outwardly, numerous or few in number, beautiful or ugly, that is a matter of 
the first and second abhibhvayatanas. 


D. The third and fourth abhibhus 

When, no longer having the notion of visibles concerning his own body, the yogin sees visibles outwardly, 
numerous or few, beautiful or ugly, that is the third and fourth abhibhu. 


E. The four last abhibhus 

When, having concentrated his mind, the yogin deeply penetrates into the absorptions ( samdpatti ), 
suppresses [the concept] of inner body (adhydymakdya), sees outer objects perfectly pure 
(bdhyaparisuddhalambana ), blue {tula) and blue in color (nilavarna), yellow {pita) and yellow in color 
(pitavarna ), red {lohita) and red in color {lohitavarna), white {avaddta) and white in color {avaddtavarna), 
this is a matter of the last four abhibhvayatanas. 

Question. -What is the difference between the last four abhibhvayatanas and the last four krtsnayatanas of 
color, blue, etc., that are part of the ten krtsnayatanas? 
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Answer. - The krtsnayatana of blue grasps absolutely everything as blue; the corresponding 
abhibhvayatana sees a large number or a small number of objects only as blue, at will ( yathestam ), without, 
however, eliminating foreign thoughts. Seeing and mastering these objects, it is called abhibhvayatana. 

Thus, for example, whereas the noble cakravartin king totally dominates the four continents (cdturdvfpaka), 
the king of Jambudvipa dominates only a single continent. In the same way, whereas the krtsnayatanas 
totally dominate all objects, the abhibhvayatanas see only a small number of visibles and dominate them 
but are unable to include all objects. 

This is a summary ( samksepena ) explanation of the eight abhibhvayatanas. 

3. The Ten Totalities 

[216c] As for the ten krtsnayatanas ‘spheres of totality of the object’, we have already spoken of them in 
regard to the vimoksas and the abhibhvayatanas. They are called ’spheres of totality’ because they embrace 
their object in its totality (alambanakrtsnaspharanat ).^99 

Question. - [Of the four formless spheres (drupydyatana ], only the first two, akasanantyayatana ‘sphere of 
infinite space’ and vijnananatyayatana ‘sphere of infinite consciousness’, are krtsnayatanas. Why are [the 
other two formless spheres], namely, akimcanayatana ‘sphere of nothing at all’ and 
naivasamjnanasamjnayatana ‘sphere of neither identification nor non-identification’] not krtsnayatanas as 
well? 

Answer. - The krtsnayatanas are subjective views ( adhimoksamanasikdra ) and, of the formless spheres, 
only two, those of infinity of space and infinity of consciousness, lend themselves of subjective extensions. 

“Safety (yogaksema ), happiness ( sukha ), vastness ( visdla ), immensity ( apramdna ) and infinitity ( ananta), 
the sphere of space”, said the Buddha. - Throughout all the krtsnayatanas there is a consciousness ( vijhdna ) 
capable of quickly bearing upon all things and, faced with these dharmas, one determines the presence of 
consciousness. This is why the two spheres (dyatana ) [of space and consciousness] constitute the 
krtsnayatana. 

On the other hand, in the sphere of nothing at all (akimcanydyatana), there is no substance ( dhdtu ) capable 
of being extended; there is no happiness (sukha) there and, in regard to nothing-at-all, the Buddha said 
nothing about infinity, immensity. 

299 Kosavyakhya, p. 692: Nirantarakrtsnasspharanad id nirantaram krtsnanamprthivyddinam 
spharandd vydpandt krtsnayatanamty ucyante. - Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 85, p. 40b 18-23: They are called 
krtsnayatana for two reasons: i) because they are without intervals ( nirantara ) and ii) because they are 
extended (visala). Because deliberate reflection ( adhimoksamanasikdra) bears uniquely on blue, etc., 
without being mixed with another object, they are ‘without interval’; because deliberate reflection on all 
of blue, etc., is of infinite scope (gocara), they are ‘extended’. The Bhadanta says: Because their object 
(alambana) is vast and extended, because there are no intervals-gaps, they are called krtsnayatanas. 
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In the sphere of neither identification nor non-identification (naivasamjndndsamjndyatana), the mind is 
dull ( mrdtu ) and it is hard for it to grasp a concept ( nimittodgrahana ) and extend it to infinity, as is the case 
for the krtsnas]. 

Furthermore, the akasayatana is close to the form realm ( rupaddtu ) and it can still be concerned with 
visibles ( rupa ). The vijnanayatana also can be concerned with visible objects. Besides, coming out of the 
vijnanayatana, one can leap into the fourth dhyana and, on coming out of the fourth dhyana, one is able to 
leap into the vijnanayatana.3®®. On the contrary, the akimcanayatana and the naivasamjnayatana [as the 
higher spheres of the arupyadhatu] are very distant in formlessness: this is why they are not krtsnayatanas. 

4. Objects and Distribution of the Vimoksas, Abhibhus and Kstsnas 


Every utilization of these three types of dharmas realizes a mastery over the object (alambanabhibhavana ). 

1) The krtsnayatanas are impure ( sdsrava ). 

The first three vimoksas, the seventh and eighth vimoksas are impure. The others are sometimes impure 
(sdsrava), sometimes pure ( andsrava ).3®1 

2) The first two vimoksas and the first four abhibhvayatanas are contained (samgrhita) in the first and 
second dhyanas. 

The subhavimoksa (3 rd vimoksa), the last four abhibhvayatanas and the first eight krtsnayatanas are 
contained in the fourth dhyana. 3 ®2 


3®® A possibility that may be verified during the vyutkrantakasamdpatti or the ’absorption of the leap’: 
see above, p. 1048F, and, for detailed description, see Hobogirin, IV, p. 353-360, article Chfijfi by J. 
May. 

301 \Y e ma y reC all that the absorption of worldly order practiced by ordinary people (prthagjana ) is 
suddhaka, i.e., kusala sdsrava ‘good but mixed with impurities’. The absorption of supraworldly order 
practiced as Path by the saints (drya) who have seen the Buddhist truths is andsrava ‘free of impurities’. 
See above, p. 1027F, 1035-36F, and Kosa, VIII, p. 145, n. 

3®2 Thus the eight vimokOas are distributed over eleven levels: cf. Kosavyakhya, p. 689: “These 
vimoksas occur in the other eleven levels, except for the seven threshold absorptions, viz., 1) the desire 
realm, 2-3) the andgamya and the dhydndntara. 4-11) the eight levels made up of the [four] dhyanas and 
the [four] samdpattis .” - See also Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 84, p. 434c-435a: The first two vimoksas occur in 
the first two dhyanas, the anagamya and the dhyanantara... The third vimoksa occurs in the fourth 
dhyana... The fourth vimoksa is in the akasanantyayatana.. .The fifth vimoksa is in the 
vijnananantyayatana... The sixth vimoksa is in the akasanantyayatana... The seventh vimoksa is in the 
naivasamjnanasamjnayatana... The Vimoksa of samjnaveditanirodha also. 

Why are there no vimoksas in the third dhyana? On this point see Kosa, VIII, p. 209. 
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3) The first two krtsnayatanas are called akasayatana. The akasayatana contains the vijnanayatana.303 xhe 
vijnanayatana contains the first three vimoksas, the eight abhibhvayatanas and the [first] eight 
krtsnayatanas, all of which have as object (alambana) the visibles of the desire realm ( kdmadhdturupa ). 

The four next vimoksas (nos. 4-7) have as object the formless realm (drupyadhdtu), the marvelous qualities 
of pure dharmas ( andsrvadharma ) and the good ( kusala : read chan instead of jo) in [the four] fundamental 
[absorptions] ( maulasammapatti ), because the fundamental formless absorptions (drupyamaulasamapatti) 
do not concern the levels lower than them. 

The absorption of the cessation of concepts and feeling ( samjndveditanirodhasamdpatti) constituting the 
eighth vimoksa), being neither mind ( citta ) nor mental event ( caitasikadharma ), has no object 
( analambana ). 

The seventh vimoksa, namely, the absorption of neither identification nor non-identification 
(naivasamjndnandsamjndyatana) alone has as its object the four formless aggregates (arupyaskandha) and 
the pure dharmas (, andsravadharma ). 4 

Second Section THE NINE SUCCESSIVE ABSORPTIONS (p 1308F) 

PRELIMINARY NOTE 


Designated by the name anupurvavihara (DIgha, III, p. 265; Anguttara, IV, p. 410), anupurva-samapatti 
(Divya, p. 95), anupurva-vihdra-samapatti (Samyutta, II, p. 216; Anguttara, IV, p. 410; Pancavimsati, p. 
19; Satasahasrika,p. 58, 1445; Vibhanga, p. 343; Mahavyut., no. 1498), anupurva-samddhi-samdpatti 
(Dharmasamgraha, §82), the nine successive absorptions are the four dhyanas of the rupadharu, the four 
samdpattis of ther arlipya, plus the samjndveditanirodhasamdpatti. 

To define them, the Pali and Sanskrit texts (df. DIgha, III, p. 265-266; Anguttara, IV, p. 410-414; 
Satsahasrika, p. 1445-1446) repeat the words of the old Dhyanasutra, the text of which has been given 
above, p. 1024F. DIgha, III, p. 266, and Anguttara, IV, p. 410-414, explain that these nine absorptions are 
acquired by nine successive cessations (; nirodha ) eliminating in turn: 1) bad desires ( kdma ), 2) investigation 
and analysis ( vitarkavicdra ), 3) joy (priti ), 4) inhalation and exhalation (dsvdsaprasvdsa) or indifference 
and happiness ( upeksdsukha ), 5) the concept of substance ( rupasamjhd), 6) the notion of infinite space 
(dkdsdnanatdyatana ), 7) the concept of infinite consciousness (vijhdndnantydyatana), 8) the concept of 
nothing at all (dkimcanydyatana), 9) the concept of neither identification nor non-identification 
( naivasamjhdndsamjhdyatana ) and finally, all concept ( samjhd) and sensation ( vedand). 


303 Jhis passage is obscure; there is possibly a gap. 

304 jhg 0 bj ec t of the vimoksas, etc., is treated in the same manner in Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 84, p. 435al6 
28; Kosa, VIII, p. 208-209. 
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The nine successive absorptions (, anupurvasamapatti ): 

Emerging from of the first dhyana, the yogin then [directly] enters into the second dhyana in such a way 
that there is no other intervening mind, whether good (kusala ) or defiled (samklista). [From the dhyana into 
the samapatti], the yogin continues in this way until the absorption of cessation of concept and feeling 
{samjndveditanirodhasamdpatti). 

Question. - But other things can still follow one another [directly]. Why would just the nine absorptions be 
successive? 

Answer. - There are always foreign minds that happen to be interpolated among the other qualities ( guna ); 
this is why they are not successive. But here, lofty resolve ( adhydsaya ) and wisdom (prajnd) are sharp 
(tfksna ); the yogin puts his own mind to the test and, coming out of the first dhyana, he enters directly into 
the second in such a way that no other mind intervenes. In these very qualities, the mind is supple ( mrduka ) 
and easily cuts through desire (trsnd): this is why the minds succeed one another. 

Of these successive absorptions, two are impure ( sdsrava ) and the other [217a] seven are sometimes 
impure and sometimes pure ( andsrava ). On the other hand, the dhyanantara ‘variation of the first dhyana’ 
and the anagamya ‘threshold absorption of the first dhyana’ are without stability (asdra).^ 

Moreover, [the successive absorptions] are acquired by the aryas only, and their great benefits are not 
found in the samanantaka ‘threshold absorptions’: this is why the latter are not ‘successive’ ( anupurva ). 

The eight vimokOas, the eight abhibhvayatanas, the ten krtsnayatanas and the nine anupurvasamapattis 
have been explained in brief (samdsatas ) according to the sravaka system. 


305 For detail, see Kosa, VIII, p. 178-181. 
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CHAPTER XXXV: THE NINE HORRIBLE NOTIONS (P . miF) 


PRELIMINARY NOTE 


By Navasamjna, the Traite means the nine notions of the horrible (navasubhasamjna) cultivated by the 
ascetic in the course of the contemplation of the decomposing coipse. 


I. ASUBHA IN THE CANONICAL TEXTS 


The Pali canon contains three suttas entitled Asubha: Samyutta,V, p. 132; Anguttara, II, p. 150-152; 
Itivuttaka, p. 80-81. 

Asubha or asubhasamjnd also appears in the canonical lists: 

1. List of three dharmas: Anguttara, III, p. 446. 

2. List of four samjhds : Anguttara, IV, p. 353, 358; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 10, p. 492b23-25. 

3. Lists of five samjhds'. i ) Anguttara, II, p. 150, 151, 55, 156; III, p. 83, 142-143; ii) Anguttara, III, p. 79, 
277. 

4. Lists of seven samjhds: i ) Dlgha, II, p. 79; III, p. 253; Anguttara, IV, p. 24,148; ii) Anguttara, IV, p. 46, 
148; Hi) Tch’ang a han, T 1, k. 2, p. 1 lc26-29. 

3. Lists of nine samjhds: i ) Dhigha, III, p. 289-290; Anguttara, IV, p. 387, 465; ii) Tch’ang a han, T 1, k. 9, 
p. 56c22-24. 

4. Lists of ten samjhds: i) Dlgha, III, p. 291; Samyutta, V, p. 132-133; Anguttara, V, p. 105, 309; ii) 
Anguttara, V, p. 109. 

5. List of twenty samjhds: Anguttara, I, p. 41-42. 

But asubha is a complex entity since it concerns the various stages of decomposition of the corpse. 
However, the canonical sources mention only a few without enumerating them. 

Among the most frequently mentioned stages of decomposition mentioned are the corpse reduced to bones 
(i atthika ), rotten ( puluvaka ), turning blueish ( vinTlika ), torn apart (vicchiddaka), bloated ( uddhumdtaka ), and 
a few others, but the description is not systematic: cf. Anguttara, I, p. 42; II, p. 17; V, p. 310; Tsa a han, & 
99, k. 31, p. 221b27-28; Tseng yi a han, Y 125, k. 42, p. 781al9-21; k. 44,p. 789b2-5. 
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There is an almost complete list in a Sanskrit sutra cited in the Kosavyakhya, p. 55, 1. 1-2: i) vinflaka, ii ) 
vipuyaka, iii ) vyddhmdtka, /V) vipatumaka, v) vilohitaka, vi ) vikhaditaka, vii ) viksiptaka, viii) asthi, ix) 
asthisamkalika. 


II. THE TEN ASUBHASANNA IN THE PALI ABHIDHAMMA 


The Abhidhamma, its commentaries and related treatises fix the number of asubhasannas at ten and cite 
them in the following order: 

i) Bloated corpse ( uddhumdtaka ), ii) blueish (vinflaka), iii ) rotten ( vipubbaka ), iv) torn apart ( vicchiddaka ), 
v) devoured (vikkhhdyitaka), vi) scattered ( vikkhittaka ), vii) chopped up and scattered (hatavikkhittaka), 
viii) bloody (lohitaka), ix) infested with worms ( puluvaka ), x) reduced to bone ( atthika ). 

These terms are cited and commented upon in Dhammasangani, p. 55 (tr. Rhys Davids, p. 63 and n. 3); 
Atthasalinl, p. 197-198 (tr. Tin, p. 264-267); Visuddhimagga, ed. Warren, p. 89, 145-146 (tr. Nanamoli, p. 
185-186); Vimuttimagga, tr. Ehara, p. 132-139.The Visuddhimagga, ed. Warren, p. 146-158 (tr. Nanamoli, 
p. 186-200) deals at great length with the manner of practicing the first asubhabhdvana. As in the kasinas, 
the ascetic must apprehend a twofold sign, the sign of learning ( uggahanimitta) and the counter-sign 
(patibhdganimitta ). To this end, he goes to a charnel-ground and contemplates with extreme attentiveness 
the ten stages of decomposing corpses, the bloated corpse, etc. The pertinent uggahanimitta appears to him 
as a unit (paripunna). See two fine articles in Ceylon Encyclopedia, II, p. 270-281. 

III. THE NINE ASUBHASAMJNAS IN THE SANSKRIT ABHIDHARMA 


The Sanskrit Abhidharma and, following it, the Mahayana sutras and sastras, list only nine notions of the 
horrible, but rarely cite them in the same order and not always in full. Descriptions will be found in 
Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 40, p. 205a-210a; Kosa, VI, p. 148-153; VIII, p. 197, 205; Kosavyakhya, p. 526-537; 
Nyayanusara, Y 1562, k. 59, p. 671a; Abhidharmadlpa, p. 372. 

The Traite, being a Prajnaparamita commentary, cites lists of the nine notions found in this literature. 
Unfortunately, the Sanskrit editions available to us are rather defective. Edgerton (Dictionary, s.v. asubha) 
has tried to correct them. Perhaps it is more useful to reproduce here the texts of the editions, simply noting 
the variants: 

Pancavimsati, p. 19, 1. 19-20,1. 2; p. 165, 1. 7: i) ddhmdtaka, ii) vidhutaka (var. vipadumaka,) iii) vipuyaka 
(var. vipuryaka), iv) vilohitaka, v) vinflaka, vi) vikhaditaka, vii) viksiptaka, viii) vidagdhaka, ix) asthi- 
samjhd. 

Satasahasrika, p. 59, 1. 2-18: i) dhydtaka, ii) vipaddka, iii) viputika, iv) vilohitaka, v) vinflaka. vi) 
vikhaditaka, vii) viksiptaka, viii) asthi, ix) vidagdhaka-samjhd. 
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Satasahasrika, p. 1258,1. 6-8 (very defective text): /) vyagatika, ii) niruttamaka, iii) viputika, iv) vilohataka, 
v) vilmaka, vi ) vivddaka, vii ) viksiptaka, viii) asmi, ix) vidagnaka. 

Chinese translation of the Pancavimsati by KumarajTva (T223, k. 1, p. 219a9-10): i) vyddhumdtaka, ii) 
vidhutaka, iii) vilohitaka, iv) vipuyaka (or viputika), v) viniiaka, vi) vikhdditaka, vii) viksiptaka, viii) asthi. 
ix) vidagdhaka-samjnd. 

The Chinese translation of the Mahaprajnaparamita by Hiuan-tsang systematically adopts the following list 
in various places (T220, vol. V, k. 3, p. 12al3-15; vol. VII, k. 402, p. 7b24-26; k. 479, p. 429cl7-19): i) 
vyddhmdtaka, ii) vipuyaka, iii) vilohitaka, iv) vimlaka, v) vikhdditaka. vi) viksiptaka, vii) asthi, viii) 
vidagdhaka, ix) vidhutaka (?) 

Three other lists should also be mentioned: 

Bhiksunrkarmavacana, p. 139, 1. 13-16: i) vimlaka, ii) vipuyaka, iii) vipatumaka, iv) vyddhmdtaka, v) 
vikhydditaka, vi) vilohitaka, vii) viksiptaka, viii) asthi, ix) sunyatd-pratyaveksana-samjnd. 

Abhisamayalamkaravrtti, p. 22, 1. 11-13: i) ddhmdtaka, ii) vidhutaka, iii) vipdyaka, iv) vilohitaka, v) 
vimlaka, vi) vikhdditaka, vii) viksiptaka, viii) asthika, ix) vidagdhaka-samjnd. See C. Penna, Note di 
lessicografia buddhista, Rivista degli Studi Orientali, XXXIX, 1964, p. 61-53. 

Mahavyut., no. 1156-1164: i) vimlaka, ii) vidhutika-(vipuyaka), iii) vipadumaka, iv) vyddhmdtaka, v) 
vilohitaka, vi) vikhdditaka, vii) viksiptaka, viii) vidagdhaka, ix) asthi-samjnd. 

Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 19, 1. 18-20, 1. 2; Satasahasrika, p. 59, 1. 2-18). - The [bodhisattva-mahasattva 
must cultivate] the nine notions ( navasamjfid)306 0 f the horrible: 

1 ) that of the bloated corpse ( vyddhmdtakasamjhd), 

2 ) that of the torn-up corpse ( vidhutakasamjfid), 

3) that of the bloody corpse ( vilohitakasamjhd), 

4) that of the rotting corpse ( vipuyakasamjhd ). 

5) that of the corpse turning blueish ( vimlakasamjhd), 

6 ) that of the devoured corpse (vikhdditakasamjhd), 

7) that of the scattered corpse (viksiptakasamjnd), 

8 ) that of the corpse reduced to bones ( asthisamjhd), 

9) that of the burned corpse ( vidagdhakasamjhd). 


Sastra. - 


306 


Here and in the following pages, the variant kieou siang will be adopted by preference. 
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First Section THE NINE NOTIONS ACCORDING TO THE 
ABHIDHARMA 

I. THE POSITION OF THE NINE NOTIONS 


Question. - It is necessary first to have cultivated these nine notions and be free from desire in order to then 
attain the dhyanas. Why does [the Prajnaparamitasutra] speak of the nine notions here after having dealt 
with the dhyanas and the absorptions ( samdpatti )? 

Answer. - First the Siitra spoke about the fruit of retribution ( vipdkaphala ) which is [the dhyanas and the 
samapattis] in order to encourage the yogin’s heart. Although the nine notions are horrible ( asubha ), the 
person who wants to obtain their fruit of retribution must have practiced them previously. 


II. HOW TO MEDITATE ON THE NINE NOTIONS 


Question. - How does the yogin meditate on these nine things, the bloated corpse ( vyadhmataka ), etc? 


1. Reflection on death 


Answer. - First the yogin observes pure discipline ( silasuddhi ) in order to have no regrets ( kauh'tya ), and 
thus he will easily find the meditation subjects ( bhdvanadhanna ) to destroy the enemies ( amitra ) that are 
the negative emotions, lust, etc. ( ragadiklesa ). 

He thinks about a man on the very day of his death: the words of farewell that he speaks, the outbreath 
(apana) which does not return and, immediately afterwards, his death. The family is in turmoil: they weep 
and invoke the heavens saying: “Just a moment ago he passed away; his breath is no more, his body is cold, 
he is no longer conscious.” 

Death is a great calamity; it is impossible to avoid it. It is like the fire at the end of the kalpa ( kalpodddha ) 
from which there is no escape. Thus it is said: 

When death comes, neither rich nor poor. 

Neither benefactors nor criminals, 

Neither nobles nor lowly people 

Neither old nor young can escape it. 
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There are no prayers that can save you. 

There are no tricks by which you can escape, 

There are no stratagems to free you, 

There is no way to avoid it. 

Death is the place where one leaves one’s attachments forever; it is hated by all, but no matter how much 
one hates it, no one can escape it. The yogin says: “Soon my body will be like this, no different from a 
piece of wood or stone. Therefore, from now on I must not covet the five objects of enjoyment ( kdmaguna ) 
and I must not think of the coming of death like oxen and sheep. Even when these animals see a dead 
animal, they leap about and squeal without taking anything into account. I, who possess a human body and 
differentiate between beautiful and ugly, must seek the ambrosia ( amrta ) of immortality.” Thus it is said: 

Having the six faculties (sadindriya), the human being is complete, 

His knowledge is clear and his vision is keen, 

But he does not seek the Dharma of the Path; 

It is in vain that he has received body and knowledge. 


All animals also are able to free themselves 
From the objects of enjoyment {kdmaguna) 

[217b]But they do not know how to cultivate 
The good in view of the Path. 

The person who has acquired a human body 
But who only devotes himself to licentiousness 
And does not know how to develop the good practices, 
How is he different from the animals? 


The beings in the three unfortunate destinies {durgati) 
Are incapable of accomplishing the deeds of the Path. 
The person who has obtained a human body 
Must look after his own interests. 
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2. Vyadmatakasamjna 


The yogin goes to a dead body (, mrtasanra ) and sees this corpse bloated ( vyadhmataka ) like a leather bag 
blown up by the wind and quite different from what it was originally. He feels disgust ( nirveda ) and fear of 
it and says to himself: “My body too will be like that and will not escape this end. In this body a sovereign 
consciousness governed it, saw, heard, spoke, committed wrong deeds (apatti), won merits ( punya ) and 
used it as it pleased: where has it gone? Now I see only an empty house ( sunyagrha ). This body had fine 
features ( laksana ): a fine waist, nice shoulders, long eyes, a straight nose, a smooth forehead, arched 
eyebrows, and all these beautiful things troubled men’s hearts; now I see only a swollen thing: where has 
its beauty gone? The characteristics of man or woman ( purusastrmimitta ), they too, are unrecognizable.” 

Having made this meditation, the yogin condemns any attachment to lust ( rdgddhyavasdna ). Indeed, this 
bloated sack of rotten excrement is detestable; how could it evoke any lust? 

3. Vidhutakasamjna 


With the heat of the wind, the corpse gets bloated and lies on the ground, split open and broken up 
(vidhutaka). The five viscera ooze forth excrement (vis), urine ( mutra ), pus ( puya ) and blood ( sonita ) and a 
repugnant liquid appears. 

The yogin grasps this ‘notion of the torn-up corpse’ (vidhutakasamjna) and compares his own body to it, 
saying to himself: “I too, in the same way, contain all these horrible things; how am I any different? I was 
very foolish to allow myself to be seduced by this fine skin, a simple sack of excrement. Like moths 
(adhipdtika) flying into the fire,^^^ I coveted bright colors without knowing that they burn the body, At 
last I have seen this split and torn corpse in which the male and female characteristics ( purusastrmimitta ) 
have disappeared. Everything that I was attached to is nothing but that.” 

4. Vilohitakasamjna 


When the corpse is torn up, a ‘jumble of flesh and blood’ (: mamsavilohitaka ) spreads out. 


5. Vimlakasamjna 


See also below, k. 37, p. 333bl7. This is a canonical comparison: cf. Udana, p. 72: Patantipajjotam 


iv ’adhipata, ditthe sute iti h ’eke nivittha: “Like moths that fall into the flame of a lamp, some people 
become attached to what they see and hear.” 


1077 



Sometimes the yogin sees some ‘blueish’ (vimlaka), yellowish, reddish or even, under the sun’s heat, 
blackish, spots on the corpse of a flogged man. Grasping all these signs, the yogin contemplates them and 
says to himself: “Then how is the purity and beauty of the red and white colors to which I am attached 
different from these?” 

6. Vipuyakasamjna 


The yogin soon sees these blueish, yellowish, reddish and blackish spots which the birds and beasts have 
not devoured or buried or hidden, putrefy; all kinds of worms develop in it. Seeing all of that, the yogin 
says to himself: “Once this corpse had lovely colors; the body was smeared with fine makeup, dressed in 
superb garments and adorned with flowers. Today it is no more than a rotten mass, torn up and ‘putrid’ 
(vipuyaka ): that is its real constitution; the former adornments were nothing but deceptions.” 

7. Vikhaditakasamjna 


If the corpse has not been burned or buried but abandoned in a deserted place (kantara), it is ‘devoured’ 
(vikhdditaka) by the birds and beasts. The crows ( kdka ) tear out the eyes; the dogs ( svan ) share its hands 
and feet amongst themselves; the jackals ( srgdla ) and wolves (vrka) tear up the belly, and the corpse is 
completely torn to pieces. 308 

8. Viksiptakasamjna 


The pieces lying on the ground are more or less complete. Seeing that, the yogin feels disgust (nirveda) and 
says to himself: “This body, when it was not yet torn to pieces ( vidhiitaka ), was an object of attachment for 
people; now that it is torn to pieces and ‘scattered’ ( viksiptaka ), it no longer has its original characteristics 
and only the pieces are seen: the place where the birds and beasts have devoured is appalling.” 

9. Asthisamjna 


cf. Majima, I, p. 58: Sariram sfvathikdya chadditam kcikehi vd khajjamdnam kulalehi vd 
khajjamdnam gijjhehi vd khajjamanam supanehi vd khajjamanam sigdlehi vd khajjamanam vividehi vd 
pdnakajdtehi khajjamdnam. 
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When the birds and animals have gone, when the wind has blown it about and the sun has heated it up, the 
tendons ( sndyu ) become detached and the bones ( asthi ) are scattered, each in a different place. The yogin 
says to himself: “Once I saw the bodily elements, the combination ( sdmagri ) of which formed a body and I 
was able to distinguish a man or a woman. Now that the corpse has been scattered in different places, the 
whole body has disappeared and the body itself no longer exists. It is completely different from what it was 
originally. Where is that which I once loved?” 

The body is now white bones ( svetdsthika) scattered in various places. When the birds and beasts have 
devoured the corpse, there is nothing but bones. When one contemplates this skeleton (asthisamkhalikd), 
there is the ‘notion of the corpse reduced to bones’ (asthisamjhd). 

There are two kinds of skeletons ( asthisamkkhalikd): i ) the skeleton in which the tendons and bones are still 
attached ( sndyvasthisambandha ); ii) the skeleton in which the tendons and bones are separated 
(apagatdsthisndyusambandha).^^ The skeleton in which the tendons and bones are still attached already 
excludes the notions of male or female ( purusastri ), of tall or short ( dirghahrasva ), of fine colors, of 
slenderness and gentleness ( suksmaslaksana ). That in which the tendons and bones are separated excludes 
the original notion ( maulasamjnd) of human being ( sattva ). 

Furthermore, there are two kinds of bones (asthi): i) beautiful (subha) bones, and ii) ugly (asubha) bones. 
The beautiful bones are those that are always white, free of blood (lohita) and fat (vasd), the color of which 
is like white snow. The ugly bones are those where the bloody (vilohitaka) and greasy remains have not yet 
disappeared. 

10. Vidagdhakasamjna 


The yogin goes to a charnel-ground (smasdna) and sees that sometimes piles of grass and wood have been 
collected and that corpses are being burned. The belly bursts open, the eyes pop out, the skin burns and 
becomes blackened; it is truly dreadful. In a moment (muhurta), the corpse becomes ashes (bhasman). The 
yogin grasps this ‘notion of the burned corpse’ (vidagdhakasamjna) and says to himself: “Before he died, 
he bathed this body in perfumes and gave himself up to the five objects of enjoyment (kdmaguna); now it is 
burned in the fire, it is worse than if he had suffered the soldier’s sword (sastra). Immediately after death, 
this corpse still resembled a man, but as soon as it is burned, its original marks (maulanimitta) have all 
disappeared. All physical (dehin) beings end up in impermanence (anityatd). I too will be like that.” 


309 Dlgha, II, p. 296; Majjhima, I, p. 58, 89; III, p. 92; Samyutta, II, p. 255; Anguttara, III, p. 324: 
Sariram sivathikdya chadditam, atthikasahkhalikam samamsalohitam nahdrusambandham, 
atthikasahkhalikam nimmamsam lohitamakkhitamnaharusambandham, atthikasahkhalikam 
apagatamamsalohitam nahdrusambandham, atthikdni apagatasambadhdni. 
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These nine notions destroy the negative emotions ( klesa ) and are very powerful in destroying lust 
(ragaprahanaya ). It was to destroy lust that [the Buddha] preached the nine notions.'’' ^ 

III. CONNECTION BETWEEN THE NINE AND THE TEN NOTIONS 

Question. - What do the ten notions (dasasamjnd)^H beginning with the notion of impermanence 
(anityasamjnd) destroy? 

Answer. - They also serve to destroy the three poisons (trivisa), lust (rdga), etc. 

Question. - If that is so, how do these two groups differ? 

Answer. - 1) The nine notions prevent those who have not attained the dhyanas and the samapattis from 
being enveloped ( praticchanna ) by lust (rdga). The ten notions remove and destroy the three poisons, lust, 
etc. 

2) The nine notions are like the enemy who puts [the three negative emotions] in chains. The ten notions 
are like the enemy who kills them. 

3) The nine notions are a beginner’s practice (purvasiksd). The ten notions are a perfected practice 
(sampannasiksd). 

4) Of the ten notions, [the seventh], that of the horrible (asubhasamjna), includes (samgrhndti) the nine 
notions [called ‘of the horrible’]. 

Some say that, of the ten notions, [the seventh, the fourth and the fifth], namely, the notion of impurity 
(asucisamjna), the notion of the loathsome nature of food (dhdre pratikulasamjnd) and the notion of 
displeasure in regard to the world (samaloke ‘nabhiratisamjna), include the nine notions. 

Others say that the ten and the nine notions are equally detachment (vairdgya) and, together, nirvana. 12 
Why? 


31^ The Buddha said in several places (Anguttara, III, p. 446; IV, p. 353, 358) that the horrible should 
be cultivated in order to destroy lust (asubhd bhdvetabbd rdgassa pahdndya). The fact remains that the 
horrible does not destroy the negative emotions but merely weakens them (Kosavyakhya, p. 526: 
Ndsubhayd klesaprahdnam viskambhanamdtram tu bhavati), for, as an act of attention on an imaginary 
object ( adhimuktimanasikdra ), it is impure (sdsrava) and only meditations that entail the view of the 
sixteen aspects of the noble truths cut through the negative emotions. Cf. Kosa, VI, p. 150; 
Satyasiddhisastra, T 1646, k. 16, p. 367b 1-2. 

311 These ten notions will be the subject of chapter XXXVII. 

313 In regard to the five or the seven notions, the Buddha said (Anguttara, III, p. 79, 80; IV, p. 46, 48- 
51): Imd kho bhikkhave sanna bhdvitd bahukikatd malmoohald honti mahdnisamsd aamatohadhd 
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1. When the first signs of death appear, in the time it takes to say it, one is dead already. The body 
swells up, putrefies, breaks apart, is scattered and everything changes; this is impermanence, anityatd, 
[the first of the ten notions]. [218a] 

2. One was attached to this body but when impermanence has destroyed it, it is duhkha, suffering, [the 
second of the ten notions]. 

3. Being impermanence and suffering, it cannot be independent ( svatantra ): thus it is anatman, non¬ 
self, [the third of the ten notion]. 

4. Being impure ( asuci ), impermanent ( anitya ), suffering ( duhkha ) and non-self (anatman), it is 
anabhirata, an object of displeasure, [the fifth of the ten notions]. This is the meditation on the body 
(kdyabhdvana). 

5. When food (dhdra ) is in the mouth (mukha), the cervical saliva ( sihghdnaka) runs down and, 
together with the mucus ( kheta ), becomes flavor (rasa), but swallowing (abhyavahara) is no different 
from vomiting (vantfkrta), and penetrates the stomach ( udara ): hence dhdre pratikulasamjna, the 
notion of the repugnant nature of food, [the fourth of the ten notions]. 

6. When the yogin makes use of the nine notions [of the horrible] to meditate on the impermanent 
(anitya), changing ( viparinamadharman ) body that perishes from moment to moment 
(ksananiruddha), there is maranasamjna, the notion of death, [the sixth of the ten notions]. 

7. When the yogin uses the nine notions to become disgusted with the joys of the world 
(lokanii'veddya) and knows that suppression of the negative emotions (klesaprahdna) is salvation 
(yogaksema) and peace (ksdnti), there is prahdnasamjhd, the notion of cutting, [the eighth of the ten 
notions]. 

8. When the yogin uses the nine notions to oppose the negative emotions (klesapratisedhdya), there is 
vairagyasamjna, the notion of detachment, [the ninth of the ten notions]. 

9. When, by using the nine notions, the yogin becomes disgusted with the world (lokanirvinna) and 
knows that the destruction of the five aggregates (pancaskandhanirodha) and the fact that they will not 
re-arise (apunarbhava) constitutes abiding (vihdra) and salvation (yogaksema), there is 
nirodhasamjnd, the notion of suppression^ 13 [the tenth of the ten notions]. 

5) Moreover, the nine notions are the cause (hetu), while the ten notions are the fruit (phala). This is why 
the [Prajnaparamitasutra] speaks of the nine notions first and then the ten notions. 


amatapariyosdnd: “These notions have great results if they are cultivated and gathered, they present 
great benefits, they plunge one into immortality, they lead to immortality.” 

313 cf. Samyutta, V, p. 133: Nirodhasanna bhikkhave bhdvitd bahulikatd mahato atthdya samvattati, 
malmto yogakkhemdya samvattati, mahato samvegdga samvattati, mahato phdsuvihdrdya samvattati : 
“The notion of destruction, if cultivated and increased, leads to great benefit, to great security, to great 
discipline, to comfortable abiding.” 
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6) Finally, the nine notions are the outer gate ( bdhyadvdra ) while the ten notions are the inner gate 
(adhyatmikadvara). This is why the sutras speak of the two gates of the immortal ( amrtadvdra ), i.e., that of 
meditation on the horrible ( asubhabhdvana) and that of attention to the breath (anapdnasmrti)? ^ 


IV. RESULTS OF THE NINE NOTIONS 


1. Rejection of the seven types of lust 


These nine notions [of the horrible] eliminate the seven types of lust (saptavidha raga) in people.3' 5 

1) There are people who are attached to colors (varna), red ( lohita ), white ( avaddta ), reddish-white 
(svetarakta), yellow (pita), black (krsna). 

314 cf ltivuttaka, p. 80: Asubhdnupassibhikkhave kdyasmim viharatha ... vitakkdsya vighdtapakkhikd 
te na bond. “Remain, O monks, in the contemplation of the horrible in the body and let the attention to 
the breath be inwardly well established in you... If you remain contemplating the horrible in the body, 
the perverse tendencies to beauty will be suppressed and if attention to the breath is inwardly well 
established in you, the perverse troublesome tendencies to think of outer things will no longer exist.” 

This is why, in the words of the Kosa, VI, p. 148-149 and of the Nyayanusara (T 1562, k.59, p. 
671a), “Entry into bhdvand occurs by contemplation of the horrible or attention to the breathing” 
(tatrdvatdro ‘subhayd cdndpdnasmrtena ca). Those of passionate nature ( rdgddhika ) enter by way of 
asubha which is directed outwardly ( bahirmukha ); those who are of rational nature (vitarkddhika), by 
way of dndpdnasmrti which, not being directed outwards, cuts vitarka. 

315 Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 40, p. 207cl0-13: “Although asubhabhdvana concerns only visibles ( rupa ), it 
counteracts lust (raga) in regard to the six sense objects. Thus, those who are prey to lust for visibles 
(rupa) eliminate the latter by practicing asubhabhdvana; those who are prey to lust for sounds (sabda) 
eliminate the latter by practicing asubhabhdvana, etc.” 

Kosa, VI, p. 149; Kosavyakhya, p. 526; Nyayanusara,T 1562, k. 59, p. 671al8-20: The nine 
notions are in opposition to fourfold raga: lust for colors (varna), shapes (samsthana), touch (sparsa) 
and honors (upacdra). 

Here the Traite departs from classic scholasticism: for it, the nine notions are horrors opposed to 
the seven kinds of raga: lust for colors (varna), shapes (samsthana), postures (iryapatha), fine language 
(vdda), pleasant touch (sparsa), of all five at once, and finally of the human appearance. Undoubtedly the 
Traite was inspired by the Tch ’anyao king ‘Summary sutra on the dhyanas’ (T 609), wrongly thought to 
be an anonymous translation by the Han, where these kinds of lust are mentioned (k. 1, p. 237cl9-21). 

The same classification of raga is adopted by Kumarajiva in his Tch ’an fa yao kiai ‘Summary 


explanation of the dhyana method’ (T 616, k. 1, p. 286bl6-18), an original work that he composed 
between 402 and 405, during which time he was busy with his translation of the Traite. On this subject, 
see P. Demieville, La Yosdcdrabhwni de Sahsaraksa , p. 354. 
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2) There are people who are not attached to colors but who are attached only to shapes ( samstliana ), 
delicate skin, tapered fingers, expressive eyes, arched eyebrows. 

3) There are people who are not attached to either colors or shapes, but who are attached only to postures 
( Trydpatha ), ways of entering, of stopping, sitting, rising, walking, standing, bowing, raising or lowering 
the head, raising the eyebrows, winking the eye, approaching, holding an object in the hand. 

4) There are people who are not attached to colors or shapes or postures, but who are only attached to 
language, soft sounds, elegant words, speech appropriate to the circumstance, replying to a thought, 
honoring orders, capable of moving people’s hearts. 

5) There are people who are not attached to colors or shapes or positions or soft sounds, but who are only 
attached to fine smooth [furs], gentle to the skin, softening the flesh, refreshing the body in the heat and 
warming it in the cold. 

6) There are people who are attached to all five things listed above at once. 

7) There are people who are not attached to these five things but who are only attached to the human 
appearance, male or female. Even if they were to enjoy the five lusts ( kdma ) mentioned above, when they 
come to lose the loved person, they refuse to separate from them and they renounce the five objects of 
enjoyment ( pancakamaguna ) so esteemed by the world so as to follow their loved one in death. 


[But the nine notions of the horrible reject these seven kinds of lust]: 

1. The notion of death (maranasamjna) eliminates lust for postures (Tryapatharaga ) and lust for fine 
language ( vddardga ) in particular. 

2. The notion of the bloated corpse (y yadhmatakasamjna), the notion of the torn-up corpse 
(vidhutakasamjna) and the notion of the scattered corpse eliminate lust for shapes ( samsthanaraga ) in 
particular. 

3. The notion of the bloody corpse (vilohitakasamjnd), the notion of the blueish corpse (vinflakasamjnd) 
and the notion of the rotting corpse ( yipuyakasamjnd) eliminate the lust for colors ( varnaraga ) in 
particular. 

4. The notion of the corpse reduced to bones (, asthisamjna) and the notion of the burned corpse 
(vidagdhakasamjna) eliminate the lust for fine and gentle touch (suksmaslaksnasprastavayaraga) in 

particular.3'6 

Thus the nine notions eliminate these various lusts and also lust for the loved person. But it is the notion of 
the devoured corpse (vikhaditakasamjhd), the notion of the burned corpse ( vidagdhakasamjna) and the 
notion of the corpse reduced to bones ( asthisamjna) that preferentially eliminate lust for an individual 
because it is hard to see how a person can be attached to devoured, scattered or white bony remains 
(svatdsthika). 


316 ‘Soft’ is one of the eleven kinds of touch: cf. Kosa, I, p. 18. 


1083 



2. Diminishing of hatred and delusion 


By means of the meditation on the nine notions, the minds of lust [218b] ( rdga ) are eliminated, but hatred 
(dvesd) and delusion ( moha ) are also decreased. If one is attached to the body, it is because of delusion 
(;moha ), an error consisting of taking what is impure to be pure ( asucau sucir iti viparyasah)?^ But now, 
with the help of the nine notions [of the horrible], the interior of the body is analyzed and the [impure] 
nature of the body is seen. From now on, error (; mohacitta ) decreases; as error decreases, lust (rdga) 
diminishes and, as lust diminishes, hatred ( dvesa ) also decreases. It is because a person loves their own 
body that they experience hatred [when the latter is menaced]. But now that the yogin has contemplated the 
impurities ( asuci ) of his own body and is disgusted (; nirvinna ) by them, he no longer loves his own body 
and, not loving his own body, he does not have hatred [when the latter is menaced]. 

3. Realization of great benefits 


As the threefold poison ( trivisa ) [of lust, hate and delusion] decreases, the entire mountain of the ninety- 
eight perverted tendencies ( anusaya ) is shaken and the yogin gradually ( kramasas ) progresses towards 
Bodhi. Finally, by the diamond-like concentration ( vajropamasamadhi ), ^ he breaks the mountain of the 

fetters ( samyojana ) to pieces. 

Although the nine notions are meditations on the horrible (asubhabhdvand), one depends on them to realize 
great benefits (, mahdnusamsa ). Similarly, when a repulsive corpse is floating in the sea, the shipwrecked 
sailor clings to it to save himself from the waves. 


V. NATURE, OBJECT AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE NINE NOTIONS 


Question. - What is the intrinsic nature ( svabhava ) of these nine notions, what is their object (alambana ) 
and where are they contained ( samgrhita )?319 


31 7 The third of the four errors. 

318 s ee above, p. 242F and note, 940F, 986F, 1068F. 

319 These questions are dealt with in detail in Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 40, p. 206c; Kosa, VI, p. 152; 
Nyayanusara, T 1562, K. 59, p. 672b. Asubhd has as its nature the absence of desire ( alobha ). The 
ascetic can produce it in ten levels: kamadhatu, dhyanantara, the four dhyanas and their four respective 
samantakas. The object of asubhd is the visible - color and shape - in the realm of rupadhatu. Only men 
produce it. For its aspect (dkdra) it has the horrible and therefore does not show the sixteen aspects of the 
noble truths, impermanence, etc. As it is the act of attentiveness on an imaginary object 

0 adhimuktimanasikara ), it is impure (sdsrava). Finally, it may be acquired either by detachment 
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Answer. - As their nature, they have the grasping of characteristics ( nimittodgrahana ); they are contained 
in the aggregate of form ( rupaskandha ). 

They are also contained in a small part of the foundation of mindfulness on the body 
(,kayasmrtyupasthana ), 0 in the desire realm (, kamadhatu ) or also in the first, second and fourth dhyana. 

The person who has not yet renounced desire ( avftardga ) and who has a distracted mind ( viksiptacitta) 
belongs to the domain of the desire realm ( kdmadhdtvavacara ); the person who has renounced desire 
(vftardga) belongs to the domain of the form realm ( rupadhdtvavacara ). 

Eight notions, those of the bloated corpse ( vyddmdtaka ), etc., are contained in kamadhatu and the first and 
second dhyanas. The notion of pure bone (asthisamjna) is contained in kamadhatu, the first second and 
fourth dhyanas. As there is a great deal of happiness ( sukha ) in the third dhyana, this one is exempt from 
the notion of horror. 


VI. THE PLACE OF THE NINE NOTIONS IN THE DHARMAS OF THE PATH 


These nine notions open the gate of the foundation of mindfulness on the body {kayasmrtyupasthana). 
Mindfulness of the body opens the gate of the other three foundations of mindfulness. The four foundations 
of mindfulness open the gate of the thirty-seven auxiliaries to enlightenment ( bodhipdkshika dharma). The 
thirty-seven auxiliaries to enlightenment open the gate to the city of nirvana.321 Entering into nirvana, the 
suffering of sadness, sorrow, etc. ( sokadaurmanasyddiduhkha ) are eliminated and, as the process of 
interdependency of the five aggregates (pancaskandhapartftyasamutpdda) has been destroyed, one enjoys 
the eternal bliss of nirvana ( nirvananityasukha ). 


(vairagyd) or by practice (prayoga ). The Kosakarika, VI, II, condenses all this into one line: alobho 
dasabhuh kdmadrsydlambd nrjasubha. 

320 This is why the meditation on the horrible is found in the sutras dedicated to the smrtyupasthdnas, 
e.g., Majjhima, I, p. 58. 

321 On the city of nirvana, see above, p. 1150F, 123 IF. 
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Second Section THE NINE NOTIONS ACCORDING TO THE 
MAHAYANA ( P . 1327 F) 


Question. -The sravaka who meditates [on the nine notions] in this way experiences disgust ( nirveda ) and 
wants to enter nirvana quickly. But the bodhisattva has compassion for all beings; he gathers all the 
attributes of the Buddha, saves all beings and does not seek to enter nirvana quickly. Then, by meditating 
on these nine notions, why does he not fall into the class of an adept of the first two Vehicles, [i.e., that of 
the sravakas and of the pratyekabuddhas]? 

Answer. - The bodhisattva feels compassion for beings. He knows that, because of the three poisons 
( trivisa ) [passion, aggression and ignorance], beings experience mental and physical suffering 
(i caitasikakdyikaduhkha ) in the present lifetime (iha janmani ) and in the future lifetime ( paratra ). The three 
poisons are not destroyed by themselves, and there is no other way to destroy them than to contemplate the 
inner and outer physical characteristics (adhyatmikabahyakayanimitta) to which one is attached [but that 
are repulsive]. The three poisons are destroyed only after this contemplation. That is why the bodhisattva 
who wants to destroy the poison of lust ( rdgavisa ) contemplates the nine notions [so as to teach them to 
beings]. The bodhisattva is like a person who, out of compassion for the ill, gathers all the medicines 
(bhaisajya ) to cure them. To beings who love colors ( varnarakta ), the bodhisattva preaches the notion of 
the blueish corpse ( yimlakasamjnd) and, according to that to which they are attached, he explains the other 
notions [of the horrible] of which we have spoken above. This is how the bodhisattva practices the 
meditation on the horrible (asubhabhavana). [218c] 

Furthermore, the bodhisattva who is practicing these nine notions with a mind of great compassion 
(mahdkarundcitta) has the following thought: “Not completely possessing all the attributes of the Buddha, I 
do not enter into nirvana: this would be using only one gate of the Dharma ( ekadharmadvdra ); but I should 
not keep to a single gate, I should use all the gates of the Dharma.” This is why the bodhisattva practices 
the nine notions without any restriction. 

When the bodhisattva practices these nine notions, it may happen that thoughts of disgust ( nii'vedacitta ) 
rise up in him and he may say: “This horrible body is hateful and miserable: I want to enter nirvana.” Then 
the bodhisattva has the following thought: “The Buddhas of the ten directions have said that all dharmas are 
empty of nature ( laksanasunya ). But in emptiness, there is no impermanence ( anitya ): then how (kah 
punarvadah) could there be impurities (asuci)l This meditation on the horrible is practiced only to destroy 
the error consisting of taking [what is impure] to be pure (asucau id viparydsah). These horrors ( asubha ) 
that come from a complex of causes and conditions ( hetupratyayasdmagri ) are without any intrinsic nature 
( nihsvabhdva ) and all end up in emptiness. And so I cannot cling ( udgrah -) to these horrors 
(i asubhadharma ) that come from a complex of causes and conditions and are without intrinsic nature to 
allow me to enter into nirvana.” 
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[Asvddasutra] - Moreover, it is said in a sutra: “If there were no satisfaction (dsvddd) derived from the 
visible ( rupa ), beings would not be attached to the visible; but because there is satisfaction deriving from 
the visible, beings are attached to the visible. If there were no defects (ddinavd) in the visible, beings would 
not be revolted by the visible; but because there are defects in the visible people are revolted by the visible. 
If there were no exit (; nihsarana ) from the visible, beings would not come out of the visible; but because 
there is an exit from the visible, beings come out of the visible.” 322 

Therefore satisfaction (dsvddd) is the cause and condition of pure notions ( subhasamjna). This is why the 
bodhisattva does not pay attention to the horrible and abstains from entering nirvana prematurely. 323 

This ends the explanations of the nine notions. 


322 Assadasutta, no. 3, in Samyutta, p. 29-30. Tsa a han, T 99, no. 13, k. 1, p. 2M5-clO): No cedam 
bhikkhave rupassa assddo abhavissa ... rupassa nissaranam, tasmd sattd rupasma nissaranti. 

323 By considering pleasant visibles and then determining their defects (ddmava), the bodhisattva 
accounts for the fact that they are completely empty ( sunya ), without nature and, from the point of view 
of the true nature of things, unworthy of acceptance or rejection. The meditation on the horrible thus 
leaves him quite cold and in no way encourages him to hasten into nirvana, as is the case for the sravaka. 
Personally, he does not believe in these horrors, but he preaches them to those whom he judges to be too 
attached to visibles. Briefly, preaching the horrible is one of the skillful means ( updya ) used by the 
bodhisattva to ripen beings. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI: THE EIGHT RECOLLECTIONS (p . 1329 F) 


PRELIMINARY NOTE 


The tenth class of supplementary dharmas to be fulfilled (paripurayitavya ) by the bodhisattva is made up of 
the eight recollections ( anusmrti , in Pali, anussati). 


I. LISTS OF RECOLLECTIONS 


The lists of anussati and anusmrti presented by the Pali Nikayas and the Sanskrit Agamas respectively 
coincide general and here only the first will be mentioned: 

A. THREE ANUSSATI in Dlgha, III, p. 5; Samyutta, I, p. 219-220; IV, p.304; Anguttara, I, p. 222: 

1) Buddha-] 2) Dhamma-; 3) Sangha-anussati. 

B. FOUR SOTAPATTIYANGA, practically identical with the anussati, by means of which the noble 
disciples ( ariyasdvaka ), inspired by perfect faith ( aveccappasddena samanndgata), give evidence of their 
respect for the Buddha, the Dhamma, the Sangha and the Discipline (Sfla) of the saints. - Cf. Dlgha, II, p. 
93-94; III, p. 227; Samyutta, II, p. 69-70; V, p. 343, 365, 386-387; Anguttara, II, p. 56; III, p. 212-213; IV, 
p. 416-407; V, p. 183-184. 

C. FIVE ANUSSATI in Anguttara, I, p. 207-211: 1) Buddha-, 2) Dhamma -; 3) Sangha-, 4) Sfla-; 5) 
Devatd-anussati. 

D. SIX ANUSSATI in Dlgha, III, p. 250, 280; Anguttara, III, p. 284-287, 312-313. 452; V, p. 329-332: 

1) Buddha-', 2) Dhamma-', 3) Sangha-; 4) Sila-; 5) Cdga-; 6) Devatd-anussati. 

E. TEN ANUSSATI in Anguttara, I, p. 30, 42: 1) Buddha-; 2) Dhamma-; 3) Sangha-; 4) Sila-; 5) Cdga-; 6) 
Devatd-; 7) Andpdna-; 8) Marana-; 9) Kdyagata-; 10) Upasama-anussati. 

The six and the ten anussati are mentioned in the Patisambhida, I, on p. 28 and 95 respectively. They are 
commented on at length in Visuddhimagga, ed. Warren, p. 189-243 (transl. Nanamoli, p. 204-320). 


The Prajnaparamita literature has the following lists: 

A. EIGHT ANUSMRTI in Kumarajlva’s translation of the PancavFsati (T 223, k. 1, p. 219al0-ll): 

1) Buddha-; 2) Dharma-; 3) Samgha-; 4) Sila-; 5) Tydga-; 6) Devatd-; 7) Andpdna-; 8) Marana-anusmrti. 
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B. EIGHT ANUSMRTI in N. Dutt’s edition of the Pancavimsati, p. 20, 1. 2-5: 1) Buddha-', 2) Samgha-; 3) 
Sfla-; 4) Tydga-; 5 ) Devatd-; 6) Andpdna-; 7) Udvega-; 8) Marana-anusmrti. 

C. TEN ANUSMRTI in the translation of the Pancavimsati by Kumarajlva (T223, k. 5, p. 255a22-23): 1) 
Buddha-', 2) Dharma-; 3) Samgha-', 4) Sfla-; 5) Tydga-', 6) Devatd-; 7) Kusala-; 8) Andpdna-', 9) Kdya-; 10) 
Marana-anusmrti. 

D. TEN ANUSMRTI in N. Dutt’s edition of the Pancavimsati, p. 210, 1. 6-8: 1) Buddha-', 2) Dharma-', 3) 
Samgha-', 4) Sfla-; 5) Tydga-; 6) Devatd-; 7) Urdhvaga-; 8) Marana-; 9) Kdya-; 10) Andpdna-anusmrti. 

E. NINE ANUSMRTI in the edition of the Satasahasrmika by P. Ghosa, p. 59,1. 20-60,1. 15: 

1) Buddha-; 2) Dharma-; 3) Samgha-; 4) Tydga-; 5) Devatd-; 6) Andpla-; 7) Udvega-; 8) Marana-; 9) 
Kdya-anusmrti. 

F. TEN ANUSMRTI in the same edition, p. 1443, 1. 5-10: 1) Buddha-; 2) Dharma-; 3) Samgha-; 4) Sfla-; 
5) Tydga-; 6) Devatd-; 1) Andpdna-; 8) Udvega-; 9) Marana-; 10) Kdya-anusmrti. 

G. TEN ANUSMRTI in the translation of the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra by Hiuan-tsang, T 220, vol. V, k. 3, 
p. 12al7-18; vol. VII, k. 402, p. 7b27-29: 1) Buddha-; 2) Dharma-; 3) Samgha-; 4) Sfla-; 5) Tydga-; 6) 
Devatd-; 1) Andpdna-; 8) Udvega-; 9) Marana-; 10) Kdyagata-anusmrti. 

II. CANONICAL DEFINITIONS OF THE SIX ANUSMRTI 


1. Buddhanusmrti 


Pali formula: Anguttara, III, p. 285; V, p. 329: Idha ariyasavako Tathagatam anusarati ... 
devamanussdnam buddho bhagavd ti. 

Sanskrit formula: passim. Id hi sa Bhagavdn tathdgato ‘rhdn ...sdstd devamanusydnam buddho bhagavdn. 

Transl. - First the holy disciple recollects the Tathagata, saying: Yes, this Blessed One, fully and 
completely enlightened, endowed with knowledge and practice, well-come, knower of the world, supreme 
leader of men to be tamed, instructor of gods and men, the awakened one, the blessed one, is worthy of 
homage. 

2. Dharmanusmrti 


Pali formula: Anguttara, III, p. 285; V, p. 329: Puna ca param ariyadhammam anussarati ... paccattam 
veditabbo vinnuhfti. 
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Sanskrit formula: Mahavastu, III, p. 200, 1.9-11; Mahavyut., no. 1291-1297: Svakhyato Bhagavato 
dharmah samdrstiko ... pratydtmavedanfyo vijnaih. 

Transl. - Then the holy disciple recollects the Dharma, saying: The Dharma has been well enunciated by 
the Blessed One: it receives its retribution in the present lifetime; it is without frenzy; it is independent of 
time; it leads to the good place; it says “Come and see”; it is cognizable inwardly by the wise. 

The present translation departs somewhat from the Pali conmmentaries: see Manorathapiiram, II, p. 256, 
333. 


3. Samghanusmrti 


Pali formula: Anguttara, III, p. 186; V, p. 330: Puna ca param ariyasavako sangham ... anuttaram 
punnakkhettam lokassd ti. 

Sanskrit formula reconstituted by the help of the Mahavyut., no. 1119, 11220, 1121, 1122, 1772, 1773: 
Supratipanno Bhagavatah sravakamgah ... ‘nuttarampunyaksetram lokasya. 

Transl. - Then the holy disciple recollects the Community, saying: Of good conduct is the Community of 
the Blessed One’s disciples; of logical conduct is the Community of the disciples of the Blessed One; of 
correct conduct is the Community of disciples of the Blessed One, namely, the four pairs of individuals, the 
eight classes of individuals. This Community of disciples of the Blessed One is worthy of sacrifice, is 
worthy of offerings, is worthy of alms, is worthy of being greeted with joined palms: this is the best field of 
merit for the world. 

4. Srlanusmrti 


Pali formula: Anguttara, III, p. 286; V, p. 330: Puna ca param ariyasavako attano sdani ... aparamatthani 
samddhisamvattanikani. 

Sanskrit formula reconstituted according to the Sanskrit Mahaparinirvanasutra, p. 132 and the Mahavyut., 
no. 1619, 1621, 1622-27: STldny akhanddny acchidrdny ... vijnaprasastdny agarhitani vijnaih. 

Transl. of the Pali. - Furthermore, the holy disciple recollects the correct precepts unbroken, without 
cracks, unstained, without spots, liberating, praised by the wise, free of thoughtless attachment [to his own 
benefit], leading to meditative stabilization. 

Transl. of the Sanskrit. - Precepts without breakage, without cracks, without stains, without spots, 
liberating, without attachment [to one’s own benefit], well achieved, well taken up, praised by the wise, not 
blamed by the wise. 
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5. Tyaganusmrti 


Pali formula: Anguttara, III, p. 287; V, 331: Puna ca param ariyasavako attano cagam ... yacayogo 
ddnasamvibhdgarato ti. 

Transl. - Furthermore, the holy disciple recollects his own renunciation (i.e., his own generosity), saying: 
This is a gain for me, this is a great gain for me, for me in the midst of people who are prey to avarice, to 
living at home, my mind free of the stain of greed, giving freely, my hand extended, happy to give gifts, 
accessible to requests, happy to distribute gifts. 

6. Devatanusmrti 


Pali formula: Anguttara, III, p. 287; V, p. 331-332: Puna ca param ariyasavako devatanussatim bhaveti ... 
mayham pi tathdrupd pannd samvijjati ti. 

Transl. - Furthermore, the holy disciple practices the recollection of the deities, saying: There are the 
Caturmaharajika, Trayastrimsa, Yama, Tusita, Nirmanaratin, Paranirmitavasavartin gods. There are the 
Brahmakayika gods and the higher gods. It is because they were endowed with such faith, such discipline, 
such generosity and such wisdom that these deities, having left this world, have been reborn there [in their 
paradise]. This same faith, this same discipline, this same learning, this same generosity and this same 
wisdom is in me as well. 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 20, 1. 2-5; Satasahasrika, p. 59, 1. 20-60, 1. 15). - [The following should be 
cultivated ( bhdvitavyd ) by the bodhisattva]: 

1) recollection of the Buddha (buddhanusmrti), 

2) recollection of the Dharma ( dharmdnusmrti ), 

3) recollection of the Community (samghanusmrti), 

4) recollection of discipline (sildnusmrti), 

5) recollection of abandonment ( tyaganusmrti ), 

6 ) recollection of the deities ( devatanusmrti ), 

7) recollection of inhalation and exhalation (dndpdnasmrti), 

8) recollection of death ( marandnusmrti ). 

Sdstra. - 
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First Section POSITION AND RESULTS OF THE RECOLLECTIONS (p. 1335F) 


I. POSITION OF THE RECOLLECTIONS IN THE PRAJNAPARAMITA 

Question. - Why do the eight recollections follow the nine notions [of the horrible] [in the 
Prajnaparamitasutra]? 

Answer. - In a forest ( aranya ), an empty house ( sunydgdra), a charnel-ground ( smasdna ), a mountain 
(, giri ), a woods ( vana ) or a desert ( kdntdra ), the disciples of the Buddha who are meditating properly on the 
nine notions and who are practicing the meditation on the inner and outer horrors 
(i adhyatmabahirdhasubhahavana) feel disgust for the body and say to themselves: “Why do we carry 
around this vile and horrible sack of excrement (vis) and urine ( mutra )?” They are pained and frightened by 
it. Also there is wicked Mara ( Mara pdpfyat) who plays all kinds of evil tricks on them and who comes to 
frighten them in hopes of making them regress. This is why the Buddha, [in the Prajndpdramitasutra], 
continues by explaining the eight recollections. 
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[Dhvajagrasutra]}^ 4 _ Thus, in a sutra, the Buddha said to the bhiksus: When you are meditating in a 
forest, an empty house, a charnel-ground, a mountain, a woods or a desert, and you experience fear 
(bhaya ), trembling ( chambitatva ) or exasperation ( romaharsa ), then recollect the Buddha, thinking: [219a] 
Yes, he is the Tathdgata ‘thus come’, Arhat ‘worthy of homage’, Samyaksambuddha ‘completely and fully 
enlightened’, [Vidydcaranasampanna ‘endowed with knowledge and practice’, Sugata ‘well-come’, 
Lokavid ‘knower of the world’, Anuttarah purusadamyasarathih ‘supreme leader of beings to be tamed’, 


3-4 The Sutra on the “Top of the Standard” is well known. At SravastI in the Jetavana in the garden of 
Anathapindada, the Buddha advised the monks who were afraid of solitude to recollect the Buddha, the 
Dharma or the Samgha, a recollection the nature of which could dispel their fear. For this purpose, he 
related to them how once the god Sakra advised his devas who were in battle against the Asuras to think 
of his standard or that of Isana or Varuna in order to conquer their fears. 

The sutra in question is known in several versions in Sanskrit, Pali, Chinese and Tibetan. They 
have been studied by E. Waldschmidt, Bruchstiicke buddh. Sutras, p. 43-54: 

A. Dhvajagrasutra, restored on the basis of manuscripts from Central Asia by E. Waldscmidt, 
Kleine Brahmi-Schriftrolle, Nachrichten der Akad. der Wissenschaften in Gottingen, 1959, no. 1, p. 8- 
18. 

B. Tch ’ouang king, in Tsa a han, T 99, no. 981, k. 35, p. 255a25-bl4. 

C. Mdo chen po rgyal mtshan dam pa (Dhvajagrandmamahasutra), OKC no. 959 (Tib.Trip., 
vol. 38, p.285-5-1 to 285-3-5. 

D. Dhvajaggasutta, in Samyutta, I, p. 218-220. 

E. Kao tch ’ouang king, in Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 14, p. 615a6-b6. 

The Sutra of the “Top of the Standard” should be compared and, on occasion, completed by 
another sutra the title of which is poorly defined. Coming from the land of the Vrji, the Buddha stayed at 
Vaisall at the Markatahrada, in the Kiitagarasala. Invited by some embarking merchants who were fearful 
of the dangers of the journey, he advised them also to recollect the Buddha, the Dharma or the Samgha in 
order to conquer their fears. To this end, he reminded them of the advice once given by Sakra to his 
devas. This sutra, a simple variant of the preceding one, is attested by a Chinese version and a Tibetan 
version: 

F. P’i cho li kou k’o king “Sutra of the Vaisall merchants”, in Tsa a han, T 99, no. 980, k. 35, p. 
254c2-255a24. 

G. Mdo chen po rgyal mtshan mchog (Dhvajagranamamahasutra), OKC no. 958 (Tib. Trip., vol. 
38, p.283-2-3 to 284-5-1). 

In sources A, B, C, F, G, the advice addressed by the Buddha to his monks precedes the 
recommendations once given by Sakra to the devas; in sources D and E, it is the reverse. 

The version of the Dhvajagrasutra given here by the Traite is very close to sources A and B, but 
slightly more developed. 
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Sasta devamanusyanam ‘teacher of gods and men’, Buddha ‘awakened’ and Bhagavat ‘blessed’. Your 
fears will immediately disappear.325 

If you do not recollect the Buddha, you should recollect the Dharma saying: The Dharma of the Buddha is 
pure ( parisuddha ), skillfully announced, well said (svakhyata), receiving its retribution in the present 
lifetime ( samdrstika ), offering itself to be shared ( veditavyo vijhaih). If you recollect the Dharma thus, your 
fear will immediately disappear. 

If you do not recollect the Dharma, you should recollect the Samgha, saying: The Community of disciples 
of the Buddha ( buddhasrdvakasamgha ) cultivates the proper path (rjupratipanna) and acts in accordance 
with the instructions ( samTcipratipanna ). In this Community, there are arhats and candidates for the fruit of 
arhat ( arhatphalapratipannaka ) and so on, down to srotaapannas and candidates for the fruit of srotaapanna 
(srotaapannaphalapratipannaka ): thus four pairs of individuals ( catvdri purusayugdni ) or eight classes of 
individuals (, astau purusapudgaldh). This Community of disciples of the Buddha is worthy of offerings 
(i daksimya ), worthy of being greeted with joined palms ( anjalikaramya ), venerated (, arcamya ), saluted and 
welcomed: for the world, it is the supreme field of merit (, anuttaram punyaksetram lokasya). If you 
commemorate the Community thus, your fears will immediately disappear. 

The Buddha said to the bhiksus: In the struggle against the asuras, in the midst of a great battle ( samgdma ), 
Devendra said to his army of devas: When you are struggling against the asuras and you feel afraid, 
recollect my standard made of seven jewels ( mama saptaratnamayo dhvajah samanusmartavyah ) and 
immediately your fear will disappear. If you do not recollect my standard, recollect the precious standard of 
devaputra Yi-cho-na (Tsana) [Kumarajlva’s note: the devaputra who is on the left of Indra-Sakra]. At once 
your fear will disappear. If you do not recollect the precious standard of Isana, recollect the standard of 
devaputra P‘o-leou-na (Varuna) [Kumarajlva’s note: the devaputra to the right of Indra], At once your fear 
will disappear. 

From that we know that [the Prajndpdmaitasutra ] continues its account here by speaking of the eight 
recollections as the means to drive away fear. 


II. ALL THE RECOLLECTIONS DRIVE AWAY FEAR 


Question. - But the [Dhvajdgra]-sutra mentions only three recollections, [those of the Buddha, the Dharma 
and the Samgha] as the means to drive away fear. Are the other five recollections also able to drive away 
fear? 


325 [ n ^e Pali sutta, Sakra advises the devas to look at his own standard and, that lacking, that of the 
Prajapati gods, Varuna and Isana. In sources E, F, G and here in the Traite, only his own standard and 
that of Isana and Varuna are mentioned. Indra, Soma, Varuna, Isana, Prajapti, Brahma, Maharddhi and 
Yama are deities invoked by the Brahmins. 
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Answer. - 1-2) If the bhiksu thinks about his own virtues of abandonment ( tydga ) and discipline (sila), his 
fear also disappears. Actually, immoral ( duhsila ) beings fear falling into hell ( niraya ) and misers 
(matsarin) fear being reborn among the hungry ghosts (preta ) or among poor people ( daridra ). The bhiksu 
himself remembers that he has pure morality (parisuddhasila ) and generosity-abandonment (tydga). If he 
recollects his pure discipline or his own abandonment, his mind is joyful and he says to himself: “As long 
as my life (ayus) is not exhausted (ksina), I will still increase my virtues ( guna) and, at the end of my life, I 
will not be afraid of falling into the unfortunate destinies ( durgati ).” This is why the recollection of 
discipline (silanusmrti) and the recollection of renunciation ( tyaganusmrti) can also prevent fear from 
arising. 

3) The bhiksu remembers that the higher heavens ( uttamasvarga ) are the fruits of retribution ( vipdkaphala ) 
resulting from abandonment (tydga) and discipline (sila) and that if the deities (devatd) have taken rebirth 
there, it is precisely because of these merits ( punya ). “I too”, he says to himself, “possess these merits.” 
This is why the recollection of the deities (devatanusmrti) also can prevent fear from arising. 

4) When the bhiksu recollects the sixteen ways of breathing (dndpana)y 2 ”, even the subtle discursiveness 
(siksmavitarka) disappears; then what can be said (kah punar vddah) of the coarse thoughts 
(audarikavitarka) [such as fear]? 

5) In the recollection of death (marandnusmrti), the bhiksu says to himself: “The group of the five 
aggregates (pancaskandhakdya) arises and perishes in a moment and, from its very birth, it is always 
associated with death. At this moment, why should I fear death particularly?” 

The Buddha did not speak about these five recollections [in the Dhvajagrasritra]; nevertheless, they too can 
drive away fear. Why [did the Buddha not speak of them]? When we think about the qualities (guna) of 
[219b] another, [be they those of the Buddha, the Dharma and the Community], it is difficult to drive away 
fear. On the other hand, when we think of our own qualities, [those of discipline, generosity, etc.], it is 
easy to drive away fear. This is why the Buddha did not speak of them [in the Dhvajarasutra\. 


Second Section THE EIGHT RECOLLECTIONS ACCORDING TO THE 
ABHIDHARMA (p. 1340F) 

I. RECOLLECTION OE THE BUDDHA 

1. The ten names 327 


32 ^ See above, p. 641-642F. 

327 These ten traditional names (adhivacana) have been studied above, p. 126-144F. Flere the Traite 
adds some new explanations. 
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Question. - How does one recollect the Buddha? 

Answer. - 

[7. Tathdgata.] - The yogin thinks of the Buddha one-pointedly ( ekacittena ): The Buddha has acquired 
right knowledge ( yathabhutajnana ); he is endowed with great loving-kindness and great compassion 
( mahamaitrimahdkarundsamanvdgata ). This is why his words (dgada) are infallible (, aviparita ): whether 
they are coarse (, audarika ) or subtle ( suksma ), numerous ( bahula ) or few ( alpa ), profound ( gambhtra) or 
superficial, there is nothing false in them. Since all his words (dgada) are true ( tathd), the Buddha is called 
TATHAGATA ‘of true speech’ .328 

Past ( atfta ), future ( andgata ) or present ( pratyutpanna ), the Buddhas of the ten directions feel great 
compassion (mahdkarund) for beings, practice the six perfections (pdramitd) and discover the [true] nature 
of dharmas: they have reached (dgata) the anuttarasamyaksambodhi. The present Buddha too has arrived 
(dgata) there in the same way (tathd): this is why he is called TATHAGATA ‘thus come’. 

The body of the Buddhas of the ten directions in the three worlds emits great rays (rasmi) that illumine the 
ten directions and drive away the shadows ( tamas ); from their minds there come rays of knowledge that 
destroy the shadows of ignorance ( avidyd) in beings; their virtues ( guna) and their glory (yasas) also fill the 
ten directions: they have gone to nirvana. The present Buddha has also gone ( gata) in the same way (tathd): 
this is why he is called TATHAGATA ‘thus gone’. 

[2. Arhat\. - Because he possesses such qualities (guna), the Buddha is entitled (arhati) to the supreme 
worship (pujdvisesa ) of all gods and men: this is why he is called ARHAT ‘entitled to’. 

[i. Samyaksambuddha], - Some ask why only the Buddha “speaks in accordance with the truth” and “has 
gone” in the same way [as his predecessors] and is “entitled to” supreme worship. It is that the Buddha has 
obtained samyak-sam-bodhi ‘complete perfect enlightenment’: samyak ‘perfect’ insofar as it accords with 
the immovable indestructible nature (acaldkasaslaksana) of all dharmas; sam ‘complete’ because, instead 
of concerning merely one or two dharmas, it completely cognizes all dharmas without exception. This is 
why the Buddha is called SAMYAKSAMBUDDHA ‘fully and perfectly enlightened’. 

\4. Vidydcaranasampanna]. - This samyaksambodhi has not been obtained without cause (ahetu) or 
without condition (apratyaya). Here it is by depending on the perfection (sampad) of knowledge ( jndna) 
and moral discipline (silasamvara) that the Buddha has obtained samyaksambodhi. 

By knowledge (jndna) we mean the sciences (vidyd) that the bodhisattva possesses from the time of the 
first production of the mind of Bodhi (prathamacittotpdda) until reaching the diamond-like samadhi 
(yajropamasamadhi ). Moral discipline (silasamvara) is the fact that for the bodhisattva, from the first 
production of the mind of Bodhi until the diamond-like samadhi, his bodily actions (kdyakarman) and his 
vocal actions (vdkkarman) are pure (visuddha) and accomplished as he wishes (yathestam). 


328 This etymology is valid only in the hypothesis that ‘Tathagata’ is an erroneous reading for 
‘Tathagada’: cf. Sumangala, p. 66: Evam tathavdditdya Tathdgato. Api ca dgadanam dgado vacanan ti 
attho. Tatho aviparito dgado assdti da-kdrassa ta-karam katvd Tathdgat ti. 
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This is why the Buddha is called VIDYACARANASAMPANNA ‘endowed with sciences and practices’. 

[5. Sugata ]. - Going along with this twofold course [of sciences and practices], the Buddha makes good 
progress ( sugati ), like a chariot ( ratha) that runs well when it has two wheels ( cakra ). Since the Buddha 
also goes in this way to the place ( sthana ) where the earlier Buddhas have gone ( gata ), he is called 
SUGATA ‘well-gone’. 

[6. Lokavid ]. - If someone tells us that the Buddha, using his own qualities ( svaguna ), does not know 
certain things, for example, the atman, etc., we answer: It is because he knows the world ( loka ), the origin 
of the world (, lokasamudaya ), the cessation of the world ( lokanirodha) and the path that leads to the 
cessation of the world (lokanirodhagdminTpratipad) ^^9 that the Buddha is called LOKAVID ‘knower of 
the world’. 

[7. Anuttarah purusadamyasdrathih]. - Knowing the world, the Buddha tames (damayati ) beings, and of 
all the kinds of teachers (dcdiya ), he is truly [219c] without superior ( anuttara ): this is why he is called 
ANUTTARAH PURUSADAMYASARATHIH ‘supreme leader of those beings to be tamed who are 
humans’. 

[5. Sdstd devamanyusydnam]. - By means of the three kinds of paths, the Buddha is able to destroy the 
threefold poison ( trivisa ) and make beings travel on the paths of the Three Vehicles (ydnatrdya ): this is 
why he is called SASTA DEVAMANUSYANAM ‘teacher of gods and men’. 

[9. Buddha ]. - If someone asks us how the Buddha, who is able to assure his own good ( svahita ) without 
limit, is able to assure the good of others ( parahita ), we answer: Being endowed with omniscience 
( sarvajndnasamanvdgata ), the Buddha cognizes clearly and fully the past ( atfta ), the future ( andgata ) and 
the present ( pratyutpanna ), perishable things and imperishable things ( ksaraksara ), moveable things and 
immoveable things ( caldcala ), the whole world: this is why he is called BUDDHA. 

[10. Bhagavat]. - The Buddha who possesses these nine kinds of names ( adhivacana ) has great glory 
( mahdyasas)3-' > 0 filling the ten directions: this is why he is called BHAGAVAT ‘the blessed one’. 

In the sUtras, the Buddha himself said that it is necessary to recollect him under these ten names 
( adhivarana ). 

2. The miracles of his birth 


Furthermore, all the various qualities ( guna ) are found in full in the Buddha: 


329 Anguttara, II, p. 23: Loko bhikkhave Tathdgatena abhisambuddho ... lokasamudayo ... lokanirodha 
... lokanirodhagdmim patipadd Tathdgatena abhisambuddhd. 

330 Among the six meanings of the word bhaga, the Visuddhimagga, ed. Warren, p. 174,1. 25, also 
mentions that of glory (yasas). 
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1 ) The Buddha is of the lineage of Mo-ho-san-mo-t’o (Mahasammata), the noble cakravartin king who 
ruled at the beginning of the kalpa.331 He was bom among the Che tseu (Sakya), a wise and powerful 
family in Yen-fou-t’i (Jambudvlpa) in the clan ( gotra ) of the noble Kiao-t’an (Gautama). 

2) At the time of his birth, rays ( rasmi ) illumined the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu. Brahma Devaraja 
held a precious parasol ( ratnacchattra ) and Sakra Devendra received him on celestial precious garments 
( divyaratnavastra).33 2 The nagaraja A-na-p’o-ta-to (Anavatapta) and the nagaraja P’o-k’ie-to [read So- 
k’ie-lo (Sagara)] bathed him with warm perfumed water.333 


He was of the solar race and appears in most of the genealogies of the Buddha: cf. DIpavamsa, III, 
v. 3; Mahavamsa, II, v. 1; Mahavastu, I, p. 348,4. 

332 According to the old canonical tradition (Dlgha, II, p. 14; Sanskrit Mahavadana, p. 88; Majjhima, 
III, p. 122), it is the custom that the Bodhisattva, issuing forth from his mother’s womb, is first received 
by the gods and then by men; before he touches the earth, the four devaputras take him and present him 
to his mother. - According to the Nidanakatha (Jataka, I, p. 52-53) the four Mahabrahmas of pure mind 
received the Bodhisattva on a golden net (suvannjala), the four heavenly Maharajas on antelope skins 

(i ajinappaveni ), and finally humans on a roll of fine linen cloth ( dukulacumbataka ). - According to the 
Lalitavistara, p. 83, Sakra Devendra and Brahma Sahapati coverd him with a heavenly garment made of 
Benares cloth ( divyakdsikavastra ). This last version, the most common in the literature, is adopted here 
by the Traite. 

333 Although the Bodhisattva came from his mother’s womb completely clean, he underwent the 
traditional bathing ceremony of the newborn. But as Foucher, La Vie du Buddha, p. 49-50, comments, 
the tradition of the bath is very variable: 

1) Two currents of water ( vdridhdra ), one cold, the other warm, fell like rain from heaven to 
bathe the Bodhisattva and his mother: cf. Dlgha, II, p. 15; Majjhima, III, p. 123; Sanskrit Mahavadana, p. 
91; Nieanakatha in Jataka, I, p. 53,1. 5-7; Mahavastu, I, p. 222,1. 12; II, p. 24,1. 20. 

2) Two currents of water (vdridhdra), arising from the earth, filled two pools (udapdna) to 
bathe the infant, like a golden statue: cf. Mahavastu, I, p. 220,1. 19-221,1. 2; II, p. 23,1. 4-7. 

3) The nagarajas Nanda and Upananda, appearing half-way from the sky, created two currents 
of water ( vdridhdra ), cold and warm, and bathed the Bodhisattva. Sakra, Brahma, the Lokapalas and 
many other devaputras bathed the Bodhisattva with all kinds of scented water: cf.. Lalita, p. 83,1. 21-84, 
1. 3. 

4) Remaining in the sky, Brahma and Sakra bathed the aleader par excellence with pure scented 
water. Also the naga kings ( uragardja ) remaining in the sky made two currents of water flow, cold and 
warm. A hundred thousand gods bathed the Leader par excellence with scented water: cf. Lalita, p. 93,1. 
1-5. 

5) The nagarajas bathed the Bodhisattva with two kinds of scented water, one cold, the other 
warm. In front of his mother there arose a large pool for her to wash in: cf. Miilasarv. Vin, T 1450,k. 2, 
p. 108a20-23. 

Folklore and carved monuments reflect the uncertainties of the literary tradition. 
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At the moment of his birth, the earth trembled in six ways (sadvikaram akampatd). The Bodhisattva took 
seven steps ( sapta padani vikramate ) calmly like the king of the elephants and, having regarded the four 
directions ( caturdisam vilokya), he uttered the lion’s roar (simhanadam anadat) and proclaimed: I will have 
no further rebirths ( iyam mepascima jatih) and I will save all beings.334 

3. Physical marks and superhuman power 


The recluse A-sseu-t ’o 


(Asitap35 examined him and said to king Tsing-fan (Suddhodana): 


“In the garden of Lumbim, the place where the two nagas bathed the divine child is shown side- 
by-side with the twin springs that no less miraculously appeared to furnish water for his bath.” (A. 
Foucher): cf. Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 6, p. 902a28-902b5. 

The carved monuments may be divided into two groups. In the first, the Bodhisattva is bathed, 
or more precisely, sprinkled by Brahma and Sakra: this is the case at Gandhara (Foucher, Agb., p. 309, 
fig. 156 = Ingholt, fig. 16 = Marshall, fig. 58) and at Swat (Tucci, II trono di diamante , Bari, 1967, fig. 
80-81). In the second group, he is escorted by two nagas or sprinkled by them: this is the case at Mathura 
(Vogel, pi. 51a, right; pi 52b) and on the steles at Benares (Foucher, Agb., p. 413, fig. 209a, left). 

We may ask why here the Traite replaces the two traditional nagas, Nanda and Upananda, by 
two of their fellows, Anavatapta and Sagara. This may be because at thetime of the birth of the Buddha, 
the first two were not yet converted and still had to be tamed by Maudgalyayana (see below, k. 32, p. 
300a29 seq.; k. 100, p. 752bl2. However, it is doubtful that such a care for verisimilitude bothered the 
ancient exegetists. Identical in their behavior, the nagarajas were practically interchangeable and it was 
permissible to choose freely from the list of the eight most important of them: Nanda, Upananda, Sagara, 
Vasukin, Taksaka, Manasvin, Anavatapta, Utpalaka (cf. Saddharmapund., p. 4,1. 11-12). 

334 p or the seven steps of the Bodhisattva, see above, p. 6F and note. 

335 According to the Pali sources, Asita, the old teacher and titular chaplain to king Suddhodana, 
became a recluse and was living in retreat close to the royal palace, which did not prevent him from 
going to the Himalayan peaks and even to the Caturmaharajikadeva heaven. In the Sanskrit sources, he 
was a native of Daksinapatha, the son of the Brahmin Ujjayinl and spent his leisure time between Mount 
Vindhya and Mount Kailasa, a chain of the Himalayas. However it may be, the hermit enjoyed extensive 
powers that allowed him to foretell the future. Hearing from the Trayastrimsa gods that Suddhodana had 
just had a son, he hastened to the royal palace to examine the newborn. Earlier, the experts in signs had 
already discovered that two paths only were open to the little Siddhartha: he would be a cakravartin king 
or a full Buddha. Having carefully studied the 32 physical marks and the 80 minor marks of the child, 
Asita declared that without a doubt Siddhartha would become Buddha some day. However, Asita was 
not present at this fortunate event for his death was near and he was destined to be reborn in arupyadhatu. 
And so, having rejoiced, Asita burst into tears. He was, however, consoled at the thought that his 
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1) On the soles of his feet are [two] wheels with a thousand spokes ( adhas tasya pddayos cah-e jdte 
sahasrdre ); his toes are joined by a web ( jdldvanaddhdnguli ); he will be able to be firmly established in the 
Dharma ( dharme supratistitah) and nobody can shake him or destroy him. 

2) His hands are marked with the srivatsa (srivatsa laksitapani) and adorned with a web (j alalamkrta): with 
these hands he will be able to reassure beings and prevent them from being fearful.336 

Continuing his examination, [Asita also noted the following marks];337 

3) On his head there is a fleshy bone (usmsasiraskata) like the top of a mountain of blue pearls; rays of 
blue light radiate on all sides from it.^38 

4) On his head there is the mark of the cranium, the height of which cannot be seen 
(i anavalokitamurdhatd),39 among gods and men, nobody will be able to surpass him. 


nephew, Nalaka or Naradatta, according to the sources, would one day benefit from the presence and 
teachings of the Buddha. 

Later, the Traite (k. 29, p. 274b4; k. 40, p. 350al2-13) will return to this recluse, famed in 
Buddhist literature and art: 

Pali sources: Suttanipata, p. 131-139: Commentary on the Suttanipata, II, p. 483-501; 
Nidanakatha in Jataka, I, p. 54-55. 

Sanskrit sources: Mahavastu, II, p. 30-45; Buddhacarita, I, verses 49-81; Lalitavistara, p. 101- 

112 . 

Chinese sources: Sieou hing pen k’l king, T 184, k. 1, p. 464a28; Ying pen k’iking, T 185, k. 1, 
p. 474a4-5; Lalitavistara, T 186, k. 2, p. 495b6; Abhiniskramanasutra, T 188, p. 618a27; Yin kouo king, 

T 189, k. 2, p. 636al8-19; Fo pen hing tasi king, T 190. k. 9, p. 693b23; k. 10, p. 697a6, p. 700a25; k. 12, 
p. 707b 17-18; k. 14, p. 720cl9; k. 15, p. 722cl4, 723cl4; k. 17, p. 734cl7; Fo pen hing king, T 103, k. 1, 
p.60bl9; Tchong pen k’i king, T 196, k. 1, p. 155cl6; Mahlsasakavinaya, T 1421, k. 15, p. 106a6; 
Midasarv. Vin., T 1442, k. 17, p. 716a26; T 1443, k. 8, p. 947cl2; T 1450, k. 2, p. 108a26; 109b4; 19 
and 21; k. 3, p. 109c4; 110a7; T 1451, k. 20, p. 298al9 and 21; 298c24; 299b9; 299c4; Chan ken liu, T 
1462, k. 17, p. 791a9. 

Illustrations: Gandhara (Foucher, Agb., p. 313, fig. 160d; p. 315, fig. 161; p. 316, fig. 162; p. 
323, fig, 165a); Swat (Facenna, II, 2, pi. 63, no. 4276; II, 3, pi. 467, no. 922); Nagarjunakonda 
(Longhurst, pi. 20a; pi. 21a on right); Ajanta (Griffiths,pl. 45); Barabudur (Krom, pi. 31). 

336 Here the Traite limits itself to citing the first of the 32 laksanas and the 84 th and last of the 
anuvyanjanas according to the order established by the Pancavimsati, T 223, k. 24, p. 395b28-396b9. 
Above, p. 272-279F, it has commented fully on the 32 laksanas, to which the reader is referred. 

337 j n the lines that follow, the Traite draws attention to twelve of the marks, namely, nine laksanas and 
three anuvyanjanas. 

338 32 nd laksana. 

339 Anavolokitamurdhata ‘Invisible cranial summit’, in Chinese won kien ting siang, in Tibetan, spyi 
gtsug bitar mi mthon ba. This anuvyanjana does not appear in the lists of marks given by the canonical 
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scriptures or the early biographies of the Buddha mentioned above (p. 271 and 272 as note) and seems to 
be an invention of the Mahayana. 

The Sanskrit word anavalokitamurdhatd is attested in the Suvikrantavikramin, p. 114,1. 11 and 
the Bodh. bhiimi, p. 381,1. 2-3. In the editions of the Gandavyuha, p. 65,1. 18, the reading 
avalokitamurdhitd, reproduced in Edgerton, Dictionary, p. 74, is faulty. 

In the Pancavimsati, T 223, k. 24, p. 395c28, anavalokitamurdhatd is the first anuvyanjana ; in 
the Satasahasrika, T 220 (vol. VI), k. 381, p. 968cl8-19, it is the 66 th anuvyanjana. This minor mark 
appears again in numerous Mahayana sutras and sastras: Bimbisararaja, T 41, p. 825b7; Brahmayus, T 
76, p. 884al8; Karunapundarrka, T 157, k. 2, p. 177c4-5; Avatamsaka, T 278, k. 6, p. 432c5; k. 17, p. 
508al3; k. 46, p. 691b5-6; T 279, k. 27, p. 146a7 and 16; k. 62, p. 335c21; Sraddhabaladhanavarara, T 
305, k. 5, p. 955a25-955b25; Che tchou touan kie, T 309, k. 4, p.997b29-997cl; Ratnakuta, T 310, k. 10, 
p.54b9; Tathagataguhya, T 312, k. 8, p. 724al6; Bodhisattvapitaka, T 316, k. 27, p. 85lb 11; 
Amitayurbuddhanusmrti, T 365, p. 344a9; Wou chang yi king, T 669, k. 2, P. 474c24; Upasakaslla, T 
1488, k. 1, p. 10293-6; Upadesa, T 1509, k. 26, 256a9 and 17; king kang sien louen, T 1512, k. 5, p. 

83lb29; k. 9, p. 863a4-5; Yogacaryabhumi, T 1579, k. 49; p. 567a2-3: 568al7-19; Mahayanasamgraha 
and its commentaries, T 1594, k. 3, p. 149cl; T 1597, k. 9, p. 371c29; T 1598, k. 9, p. 437c27-28; 

Comm, on the Houan wou leang cheou by Tche li, T 1751, k. 6, p. 227a7-8. 

We know that the 80 anuvyanjana s are supplementary to the 32 laksanas. In fact, the 
anavalokitamurdhita is a property of the 32 nd laksana of the Buddha, the cranial protuberance {usmsa). 
This is what the Bodh. bhiimi says, p. 381: Tatrosmsasiraskatanavalokitamurdhata 
caikamahapurusalaksanam veditavayam tadvyatirekendnupalambhat “The two make up a single mark 
of the Great Man; there is no difference between them.” 

When the Traite says here that nobody can see the top of the Buddha’s cranium and that nobody 
among gods and men can surpass him, it should be taken literally: the usmsa of the Buddha is invisible 
and nobody can go above it This explains several mysterious episodes in the Buddha’s life: 

When the recluse Asita wanted to examine the new-born Buddha, the baby’s feet turned upside- 
down and placed themselves on the chignon of the recluse ( bodhisattvassa pddd parivattitvd tdpasassa 
jatdsupatitthajimsu ): cf. Nidanakatha in Jataka, I, p. 54,1. 25-26. 

“When Gautama travels, heavenly gifts, precious parasols and flowers rain down like snow. The 
devas, nagas and flying birds do not dare to fly above him for, among beings of the threefold world, none 
can see the summit [of his cranium]”; cf. Brahmayuhsutra, T 76, p. 884al6-18. 

Satagira and Hemavata who were flying to an assembly of yaksas were stopped in full flight and 
forced to land because, if they had continued on their route, they would have passed above the Buddha: 
cf. Comm, on the Suttanipata, I, p. 221-223; Comm, on the Udana, p. 64. 

Near Rajagrha, at Yastivana ‘Perch Forest’: “Once a Brahmin, having heard that the Buddha’s 
body was sixteen feet high, persisted in doubting and did not believe it. He wanted to measure the 
Buddha with a bamboo rod sixteen feet long, but the Buddha’s body constantly rose above the top of the 
rod and surpassed sixteen feet. He continued growing so that the Brahmin, quite unable to reach the true 
height, threw away his stick and went away. As a result of this event, the bamboo stick remained planted 
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5) A tuft of white hair grows between his eyebrows ( urna casya bhruvor madhye jata) the white brilliance 
of which surpasses that of crystal ( sphotika ).340 

6) He has clear eyes (visuddhanetra), wide eyes ( visalanetra ), the color of which is deep blue 
(. abhimlanetra ).^4' 

7) His nose is high ( tungandsa ), fine ( sucindsa ) and pleasing.342 

8) His mouth has forty teeth ( catvdrimsaddanta ), white ( susukla ), pure, sharp and wondrous.3 43 

9) His four canine teeth are very white ( sukladamstra ) and very shiny.344 

10) His upper and lower lips ( astha ) are equal (senna). neither too big nor too small, neither too long nor 

too short.^45 

11) His tongue is thin and long ( tanuprabhutajihva); it is soft ( mrdu ), red ( lohitavarna ), like a heavenly 
lotus ( divyapadma ).346 

12) His brahmic voice ( brahmasvara ) is deep (gambhfra) and carries afar; those who hear him rejoice and 
are never tired of listening.347 


in the ground and took root there.” This anecdote is told by Hiuan-tsang in the Si-yu-ki, T 2087, k. 9, p. 
920a7-12, and is represented on the bas-reliefsat agndhara (Foucher, Agb. p. 505, pi. 251b; p. 522, pi. 
256c) but has left no trace in the texts. However, a canonical passage should be noted where the Teacher 
forbade everyone except himself to measure a pudgala : Mdpuggalesu pamdnikd ahuvatthu ... yovd 
pan ’assa madiso. “Do not be one of those who measure men, for the person who takes the measure of 
men wounds himself. It is I who am able to take the measure of men, or someone like me.” (Anguttara, 
III, p. 350, 351; V, p. 140, 143; Tsa a han, T 99, k. 35, p. 258a23-25; 258c7-8; Suramgamasamddhi, p. 
208; Siksasamuccaya, p. 92). 

Like all the laksanas and anuvyanjana^, the anavalokitamurdhata is the fruit of immense merit 
accumulated over innumerable kalpas: “When he was Bodhisattva, the Buddha venerated the teachers, 
the ancient ones, the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, for innumerable lifetimes; he prostrated [at their feet] 
with the top of his head, destroying all pride in himself: this is why he has obtained the mark of the 
invisible top of the cranium” (Upasakasila, T 1488, k. 1, p.l039b3-6). Same explanation in King kang 
sien louen, T 1512, k. 5, p. 831b29; k. 9, p. 863a4-5. 

For other comments, see H. Durt, Note sur Vorigine de I'Anavalokitamurdhatd, Indian and 
Buddhist Studies, XVI, p. 1967, p. 443-450. 

340 31 st laksana according to the list of the Prajnaparamita. 

341 29 th laksana. 

T.A1 ->nd 

2 anuvyanjana. 

343 22 nd laksana. 

344 24 th laksana. 

345 29 th anuvyanjana. 

346 27 th laksana. 
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13) The color of his body ( kayavarna ) is marvelous, more beautiful than the gold of the Jambu river 
(jambunadakancana ). 3 4 8 

14) A halo one arm-span in width (read tchang kouang = vydmaprabha ) surrounds his body, of varied 
colors, incomparable in beauty.349 

Endowed with these thirty-two marks, this man will, before long, leave home (pravrajita ), will attain 
omniscience (sarvajnana) and will become Buddha. 

This is how the physical qualities ( kdyaguna ) of the Buddha should be [220a] recollected. 

Moreover, the qualities (guna ) and the physical strength ( kdyabala ) of the body of the Buddha surpasses 
ten myriads of white gandhahastins: 3 50 this is physical power inherited from his parents. His supernatural 
powers (abhijnd), his qualities and his strength are immense and limitless. The body of the Buddha is 
adorned with the thirty-two marks ( dvatrimsallaksana ) and the eighty minor marks ( asTtyanuvyanjanani ); 
inwardly he has the innumerable attributes and qualities of the Buddhas: this is why one does not tire of 
seeing him. Those who see the Buddha’s body forget about the five worldly objects of enjoyment 
( pancakdmaguna ) and never think of them again. One’s happiness is complete on seeing the Buddha’s 
body; one never tires of seeing it.351 

These are the qualities of the Buddha’s body under which one should recollect him. 

4. The five pure aggregates (anasravaskandha)352 


[7. Sflaskandha]. - Furthermore, in the Buddha, maintenance of morality {sila) is perfect ( sampanna ) and 
complete (parishuddha). From the first production of the mind of Bodhi (prathamacittotpdda), he practices 
morality and accumulates it without measure. Endowed with the mind of compassion ( karundcitta ), he does 
not seek the fruit of retribution (vipd kapha la). He does not lean toward the Bodhi of the sravakas or of the 
pratyekabuddhas. He is without fetters ( samyojana ). He maintains discipline from birth to birth only for the 
purification of his own mind ( svacittaparisodhana ) and so as not to harm beings. Thus, when he obtains the 
Bodhi of the Buddhas, his morality is perfected. 


347 2 g th laksana. 

348 qQth i a fc a n a 

349 iQksQnQ- see above p. 277F, 453-456F. 

350 The Buddha has the physical strength of Narayana, equal to myriads of white elephants in rut. See 
Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 36, p. 749b23-749cl3; Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 30, p. 155a-b; k. 83,p. 428c20; k. 
191, p. 957a26; Kosa, VII, p. 72-74; Nyayanusaara, T 1562, k. 75, p. 748b; Abhidharmadlpa, p. 388-389. 

351 Thus at the moment of his death, the disciple Vakkali had nothing to blame himself for, but he felt 
one cruel regret; he confessed: “For a long time I wanted to go to the Buddha to contemplate him, but I 
did not have the strength in my body to go to visit him.” (Samyutta, III, p. 120). 

352 For these five andsravaskandha, see references above, p. 1233, n. 3. 
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This is how one should recollect the aggregate of morality ( silaskandha) of the Buddha. 

[2. Samadhiskandha ]. - Furthermore, the aggregate of samadhi ( samadhiskandha ) is perfected in the 
Buddha. 

Question. - We can know that the Buddha is disciplined because his bodily and vocal actions 
(kdyavakkarman) are pure; we can know that he is wise because he explains the Dharma in detail and cuts 
through the doubts ( samsaya ) of beings. But in regard to meditative stabilization (samadhi), it is impossible 
to know if a third person is practicing it, especially if it is a Buddha. 

Answer. - As the great wisdom (mahdprajhd) of the Buddha is perfect (sampanna), it must be concluded 
that his dhyanas and his absorptions ( samdpattis ) are perfected. Similarly, when we see that the lotus 
flowers ( padmapuspa ) are large, we agree that the pool (hrada) must also be large. When we see that the 
light of the lamp ( dipdloka ) is large, we agree that there is also abundant oil ( taila ). And so, since the 
supernatural powers (, abhijha) and the prodigious strength ( pratiharyabala ) of the Buddha are immense and 
incomparable, we know that the power of his dhyanas and his absoiptions is also perfected. When we see 
that an effect (phala) is great, we know that its cause (hetu) is necessarily great. 

Furthermore, in some circumstances, the Buddha himself said to people that his dhyanas and samapattis are 
very deep ( gambhira ). 

[The Miracle of Aduma] - It is said in a sutra that the Buddha was in the land of A-t’eou-mo (Aduma), 
seated in meditation under a tree (nisannah pratisamlayandya). Suddenly there was a heavy rainstorm with 
lightning and thunder. Four cowherds ( gopdlaka ) and two workmen ( kdrsaka )354 were so frightened by the 
noise that they died. A few moments later, calm returned and the Buddha went out to walk ( cahkrame 
cahkramyate). 


353 Meeting the Buddha between Kusinagari and Papa, a minister of the Mallas called Putkasa spoke to 
him about his teacher Arada Kalama and his extraordinary power of concentration: one day when he was 
deep in meditation, Arada did not hear the noise of a caravan of five hundred wagons that passed by 
close to him. The Buddha affirmed that he too possessed a similar power of absorption and gave him as 
proof an incident that had occurred in the village of Aduma (in Pali, Atuma). 

This miracle appears in the various recensions of the Mahaparinirvanasutra: Sanskrit 
Mahaparinirvana, p. 272-276; Mahaparinibbana in the Dlgha, II, p. 131-132; and various Chinese 
translations: T 1, k. 3, p. 19a21; T 5, k. 2, p. 168M3-21; T 6, k. 2, p. 183c23-184a3; T 7, k. 2, p. 198al7- 
198b4 (see E. Waldschmidt, Lebensende des Buddha, p. 155-157, a comparative study of these versions). 
The miracle is also told in Lieou tou tsi king, T 152, k. 7, p. 42c23-29 (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 281) 
and Miilasarv. Vin., T 1451, K. 37, p. 39 lb3-18. Here is the Sanskrit version of the 
Mahaparinirvanasutra: 

Eko ‘yam Putkasa samaya Adumdydm viharami bhutdgdre. purvahne nivasya patracivaram 
dddyddumdm pinddya ... sphotatydh sadbam. Prasannas ca mepuruso vasTkrtah. 

354 Most other sources say four oxen (balivardaka) and two workmen (kdrsaka). 
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A vaisya, having bowed down to the Buddha’s feet, walked along after him and said: Bhagavat, for a 
moment there was thunder, lightning and four cowherds as well as two workmen were so frightened by this 
noise that they died. Did the Bhagavat not hear the crash? 

The Buddha said: I heard nothing. 

The vaisya: Was the Buddha sleeping at that moment? 

The Buddha said: No, I was not asleep. 

The vaisya: Had you entered into the absorption of non-identification ( asamjnisamdpatti )? 

The Buddha: No, I was conscious {samjny eva sammanah), and I was just in meditative stability. 

The vaisya exclaimed: That is wonderful (dscaryam bata)\ The dhyanas and the samapattis of the Buddha 
are great and profound ( mahdgambhira ). Being in meditation, fully conscious and fully awake ( samjny eva 
samdno jdgram), he did [220b] not hear this great noise! 


In other sutras, the Buddha said to the bhiksus: “The samadhis into which the Buddha enters and comes out 
of, Sariputra and Maudgalyayana do not even know the names of them.”355 How then (£/ w , p Unar vddah) 
would they know their nature? 

See, for example, the samadhi of the King of Samadhi ( samddhirdjasamddhi),6 the samadhi of the 
Lion’s Play ( simhavikriditasamddhi ),357 e tc.: when the Buddha enters them, he makes the universes of the 
ten directions shake in six ways; he emits great rays ( rasmi ) and by emanation he creates innumerable 
Buddhas who fill the ten directions. 

[T77e miracle of the multiplication of the Buddhas]}-’^’ - One day Ananda reflected thus: Formerly, under 
the Buddha Jan-teng (Dlpamkara), people were good, had long life (dirghdyusa) and were easily converted. 
Today, under the Buddha Sakyamuni, people are actually bad, have a short life ( alpdyusa ) and are hard to 
convert. Is Sakyamuni going to enter into nirvana without having completed his work as Buddha 
(i buddhakdiya )? 


355 Miilasarv. Vin, Bhaisajyavastu, in Gil git Manuscripts, III, Part I, p. 171,1. 14-19: Api tu ydsdm 
dhydnavimoksasamddhisamdpattmdm IdbhTTathdgatas tdsdm pratyrkabuddhd ndmdni na jdnanti. 
ydsdm pratyekabuddhd labhinas tdsdm bhiksuh Sdriputo ndmdni na jdnite. ydsdm Idblu Sdriputro 
bhiksus tdsdm Maudgalydyano bhiksur ndmdni na jdnite : “The trances, the liberations, the 
concentrations and the absorptions that the Tathagata obtains, the bhiksu Sariputra does not know their 
names. Those that Sariputra obtains, the bhiksu Maudgalyayana does not know their names. 

356 F u iiy described above, p. 433-438F. 

357 See above, p. 472F, 479F, 518F, and below, k. 41, p. 361a9-10. 

358 An event closely analogous to the great miracle at Sravastl which the Traite has already related in 
detail above, p. 531-535F. 
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In the morning, Ananda questioned the Buddha about this. The sun had just risen and, at that very moment, 
the Buddha entered into the samadhi of Daybreak ( suryodayasamadhi ). Just as the rays of the rising sun lit 
up Jambudvlpa, so, from the body of the Buddha and from the pores of his skin ( romakupa ) rays were 
emitted that illumined universes of the ten directions as many as the sands of the Ganges 
(,gangalad fvd lukopama). 

From each of these rays arose lotus flowers with a thousand petals made of the seven jewels 
( saptaratnamaydni sahasrapattrdnipadmdni). On each of these flowers there was a seated Buddha each of 
whom emitted innumerable rays. From each of these rays arose other thousand-petalled lotus flowers made 
of the seven jewels on each of which was a seated Buddha. 

All these Buddhas filled universes in the ten directions as numerous as the sands of the Ganges and 
converted beings. Some preached the Dharma, others were silent, others walked about, still others, by feats 
of magic (rddhipratiharya), shot out water and fire successively. They converted beings of the five 
destinies in the ten directions by these skillful means ( updya ). 

By the power of the Buddha ( bhagavatah prabhdvena ), Ananda saw all these things. Then the Buddha 
withdrew the bases of his magical power (rddhipdddn punar eva pratisamharati sma), emerged from 
meditation and asked Ananda if he had seen and heard these things. Ananda replied: “Thanks to the 
Buddha’s power, I saw and I heard.” 

The Buddha asked him: “Does the Buddha have enough power to be able to finish [quickly] his task as 
Buddha?” 

Ananda answered: “O Bhagavat, suppose that the beings filled universes in the ten directions as numerous 
as the sands of the Ganges and the Buddha lived only one single day, if, [in order to convert them], the 
Buddha used the power [which you have just demonstrated], he could certainly fully accomplish 
completely ( atyantam ) his task as Buddha ( buddhakdiya ).” And Ananda exclaimed: “It is truly wonderful 
(adhbhutam bata ), O Bhagavat! The Buddha’s attributes are immense ( apramdna ) and inconceivable 
( acintya ).” 


This is why we know that the dhyanas and the absorptions of the Buddha are perfected ( sampanna ). 


[J. Prajndskandha], - Furthermore, the wisdom aggregate {prajndskandha ) is perfected ( sampanna ) in the 
Buddha. From the first production of the mind of Bodhi (prathamacittotpdda ) and during incalculable 
periods ( asamkhyeyakalpa ), there is no dharma that he has not practiced. From existence to existence, he 
has accumulated qualities ( guna ). Mindful ( smrtimat) and resolute (dtdpin), he sacrificed his life to find 
wisdom ( prajna), as was the case for the bodhisattva Sci-t’o-po-louen (Sadaprarudita).359 

359 This bodhisattva found a manuscript of the Prajnaparamita at Gandhara in the city of Gandhavatl in 
the middle of a tower where the bodhisattva Dharmodgata had hidden it. It had been written on gold-leaf 
with molten beryl; sealed with seven seals, it was enclosed in a precious casket resting on a bed set with 
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Furthermore, as he has cultivated great compassion ( mahakaruna) and wisdom ( prajna), the Buddha has 
perfected the wisdom aggregate ( prajhdskandha ). Other people do not have this great compassion, and 
even if [220c] they do have wisdom, they do not perfect great compassion. Wanting to save beings and 
seeking all kinds of wisdoms, the Buddha has destroyed even his attachment to the Dharma 
(dharmasahgha) and suppressed the sixty-two kinds of wrong view ( drstigata ). He does not fall into the 
pairs of extremes (dvdv antaityd^ a life attached to the five objects of enjoyment and pleasure 
(pancakdmagunesu kamasukhallikanuyoga ) or a life of personal mortification (atmaklamathanuyoga), 
nihilism ( ucchedadrsti ) or eternalism ( sdsvatadrsti ), existence ( bhava ) or non-existence ( vibhava ), and 
other extremes of this kind. 

Furthermore, the Buddha’s wisdom is peerless ( anuttara ) and his penetration {prativedha ) without equal 
(i asama ), for they are all the result of very deep concentrations ( gambhirasamadhi ) and are not disturbed by 
coarse or subtle emotions ( sthulasuksmaklesa ). He practices well the thirty-two auxiliaries to enlightenment 
( bodhipdksikadhanna ), the four trances ( dhydna ), the four formless absorptions (arupyasamapatti), the 
eight liberations ( vimoksa ), the nine successive absorptions (anupurvaviharasamapatti) and the other 
qualities ( guna ); he possesses the ten strengths (bala), the four fearlessnesses ( vaisaradya ), the four 
unhindered knowledges ( pratisamvid ), and the eighteen special attributes (dvenikadharma ); he has obtained 
the unhindered and inconceivable liberations ( asaktdcintyavimoksa );361 this is why the wisdom aggregate 
of the Buddha is perfected ( sampanna ). 

Furthermore, the Buddha has vanquished the great heretical scholars ( tirthikamahopadesdcdrya ), namely: 


the seven jewels. To pay homage to bodhisattva Dharmodgata, Sadapramdita ‘Eternally Weeping’ 
sacrificed his body several times and, not finding any water to wash the place where he was to meet the 
bodhisattva, “he took a sharp blade, pierced his body everywhere and sprinkled the place with his own 
blood” ( tiksnam sastram grhitva svakayam samantato viddhvd tain prthivTpradesam svarudhirena 
sarvam asihcat). 

The adventures of Sadapramdita are told at length in various recensions of the Prajnaparamita: 

1) Astasahasrika: Sanskrit text, chap. 30 and 31. p. 481-526 (transl. Conze, p. 201-223); Chinese 
versions, T 224, k. 9-10, p. 470c-477b; T 225, k. 6, p. 503c-507c; T 227, k. 10, p. 580a-586b. 

2) Pancavimsati, T 221, k. 20, p. 141b-146b; T 223, k. 27, p. 416a-423c. 

3) Satasahasrika, T 220 (vol. V), k. 498-400, p. 1059a-1073a. 

But the chapters on Sadapramdita and Dharmodgata are not part of the original edition of the 
Prajnaparamita. Actually, the Ratnagunasamcayagatha which makes up the earliest summary of this 
literature does not mention these two bodhisattvas, and the chapters in question show indirect contacts 
with the Mediterranean gnosis of the beginning of our era. See E. Conze, The Composition of the 
Astasahasrika, BSOAS, XIV, 1952, p. 251-262. 

The Traite will comment fully on the two chapters in question (k. 96-100, p. 731a-753c) and 
will often evoke the spirit of Sadapramdita’s sacrifice (k. 30, p. 283a20; k. 34, p. 314al2; k. 49, p. 
412a20, 414c 13. 

360 g ee above, p. 23F and note, 396F, 655F and below, k. 25, p. 246a. 

361 p or these acintyavimoksa of the bodhisattva, see VimalakTrti, p. 250-258. 
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Yeou-leou-p’in-li kia-cho (Urubilvakasyapa),262 
Mo-ho-kia cho, Mahakasyapa,263 

Cho-li-fou (Sariputra), 

Mou-k’ien-Iien (Maudgalyayana),264 

Sa-tcho Ni-k’ien-tseu (Satyaka Nirgranthrputra), 65 

P’o-ts ’o-cheou-lo,366 

Tch ’ang-tchao (Dlrghanakha),267 etc. 


362 The S ame year as his enlightenment, the Buddha went to Urubilva to convert the thousand Jatilas, 
fire worshippers, led by Urubilvakasyapa, a venerable old man aged one hundred and twenty years, and 
his two brothers, Nadi- and Gatakasyapa. To impress these heretics, the Buddha performed no less than 
eighteen miracles, beginning with the taming of a venomous snake. Finally convinced of not having 
attained sainthood ( arhattva ) and that he did not even know the Path, Urubilvakasyapa asked to be 
received into the Buddhist order and his five hundred disciples made the same request. The Buddha 
agreed and the newly converted threw their garments of hide and their religious objects into the river in 
order to put on the Dharma robe. 

Nadi- and Gayakasyapa, further downstream, saw the cast-off garments of their co-religionists 
and fearing that some misfortune had occurred to them, they rushed to find out what had happened. They 
found their friends already shaven and wearing the saffron robes of the disciples of the Buddha. 
Influenced by this example, they too asked to be accepted into the Samgha of monks. 

For these conversions, see Catusparisad, p. 304-315; Pali Vin, I, p. 32-34; MahTsasaka Vin. T 
1421, k. 16, p. 109a27-109b22; Dharmagupta Vin., T 1428, k. 33, p. 796bl-797all: Miilasarv. Vin. T 
1450, k. 7, p. 133b25-134b2; Mahavastu, III, p. 425-432; Nidanakatha in Jataka, I, p. 82; Buddhacarita 
(Tib,), XVI, v. 23-38; Ying pen k’l king, T 185, k. 2, p. 482c2-483a8; Yin kouo king, T 189, k. 4, p. 
649b6- 650a22; Tchong hiu mo ho ti king, T 191, k. 9-10, p. 960b27-962al0; Tchong pen k’l king, T 
196, k. l,p. 151 c4-28. 

For the miracles and the conversion of Umbilva, see the list of sources in E. Waldscmidt, 
Vergleichende Analyse des Catusparisarsutra, Festscrfit Schubring, 1951, p. 106-113, from which the 
preceding references have been taken; an analysis of the illustrated monuments in Foucher, La Vie du 
Bouddha, p. 217-220; a study of the foundations in Bareau, Recherches, p. 253-320. 

263 p or Mahakasyapa, see above, p. 87-103F, 190-196F, 287F and n. 

364 jFe conversion of Sariputra and Maudgalyayana has been told above, p. 621-640F 

365 p or s a tyaka NirgranthTputra, see above, p. 48F and n.; below, k. 25, p. 242c7; k. 26, p. 251cl0. 

366 Perhaps Srenika Vatsagotra, already mentioned, p. 32F note, 46F, 184F. See below, k. 37, p.334b4; 
k.77, p. 602bl3. 

267 Dlrghanakha (or Mahakausthila): see above, p. 46-51F, 184F, 633F, 639F; below, k. 25, 242c7; k. 
26, p. 254bl0. 
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The Buddha vanquished all these great scholars: this is why we know that his wisdom aggregate 
(prajnaskandha ) is perfected (sampanna). 

Furthermore, in the three Baskets ( tripitaka ), the twelve classes of texts ( dvddasdhgabuddhavacana ) and 
the eighty-four thousand articles of the Dharma ( catursftisahasradharmaskandha ), we see how numerous 
were the words of the Buddha ( buddhavacana ): this is why we know that his wisdom also is great. 

Thus, a vaisya, seeing at dawn a place where there had been a lot of rain, said to the people: “Last night, the 
power of the rain-dragon ( varsa-ndga ) was very great.” The people asked him: “How do you know?” He 
answered: “I see that the ground is damp, the mud abundant, the mountain collapsed, the trees knocked 
down and the animals killed; that is how I know that the power of the dragon was great.” 

It is the same for the Buddha: although his profound wisdom is not visible to the eye, it makes the mighty 
rain of the Dharma ( mahddharmavarsam abhivarsati) rain down; he vanquishes the great scholars 
(mahopadesdcdrya) like the kings of the gods Sakra and Brahma: this is why it is possible to know that the 
Buddha’s wisdom is great. 

Furthermore, as the Buddhas have acquired the unhindered liberations ( asaktavimoksa ) over everything, 
their wisdom is unhindered. 

Furthermore, this wisdom of the Buddha is completely pure (parisuddha) and surpasses all ordinary 
analysis ( vicdra ). He does not see any nature in dharmas that is eternal ( nitya ) or non-eternal ( anitya ), finite 
(antavat) or infinite ( anantavat ), mobile ( gamika ) or immobile ( agamika ), existent (sat) or non-existent 
( asat ), impure ( sdsrava ) or pure (anasrava), conditioned (samskrta) or unconditioned (asamskrta), arising 
and perishing ( utpanna-niruddha ) or non-arising non-perishing (anutpanna-aniruddha), empty (sunya ) or 
non-empty ( asunya ). The eternal purity (nityavisuddhitd) of dharmas is immense (apramana), like space 
(dkdsasama)\ This is why his wisdom is unhindered (asakta). 

Those who see arising and cessation (utpddanirodha) [in dharmas] cannot see non-arising and non¬ 
cessation ( anutpdddnirodha) in them; those who see non-arising and non-cessation in dharmas cannot see 
arising and cessation in them. If non-arising and non-cessation are real ( bhuta ), then arising and cessation 
are false ( abhuta ). If arising and cessation are real, non-arising and non-cessation are false. It is the same 
for all analyses of this type ( evamvidhavicara ). As the Buddha has unhindered wisdom ( pratisamvid ) [on 
this subject], we know that his wisdom is perfected. 


[ 4. Vimuktiskandha]. - Furthermore, one recollects the perfection of the deliverance skandha 
(vimuktiskandhasampad) in the Buddha. The Buddha is free from all the disturbing emotions (klesa) and 
their traces ( vdsand). As he has [221a] uprooted them, his deliverance is real (bhuta) and indestructible 
(aksaya). Since he is endowed with omniscience (sarvajhdnasamanvdgata), it is ‘unhindered deliverance’ 
(asaktavimukti). Since he has the eight liberations (vimoksa) and these are profound (ganbhfra) and 
universal (vydpin), it is ‘complete deliverance’ (sampannavimukti). 

Furthermore, since the Buddha has left [the lower stages] of those who are liberated by chance 
(samayavimukta) and those liberated by wisdom ( prajhdvimukta ), he realizes the twofold deliverance 
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(; ubhayabhagavimuti ) perfectly. 3 ^8 As he has these [two] deliverances, it is ‘perfected deliverance 
aggregate’ ( sampannavimuktiskandha). 

Furthermore, the Buddha has obtained deliverance because he has destroyed Mara’s armies ( mdrasend),* 
eliminated the negative emotions ( klesa ), rejected the dhyana systems, and also because he enters into and 
comes out of samadhi supremely and without obstacle. 

Finally, in the path of seeing the truths ( satyadarsanamdrga ), 0 the Bodhisattva attained sixteen profound 

deliverances ( vimukti ): 

(i) [The first vimukti] was a conditioned deliverance ( samskrtavimukti ) associated with duhkhe 
dharmajnana. [Commonly called duhkhe dharmajhanaksanti], 

(ii) [The second vimukti] was an unconditioned deliverance (asamskrtavimukti)^ ' resulting from the 
abandonment ( prahdna ) of the ten fetters ( samyojana ) relating to the suffering [of kamdhatu]. [Commonly 
called duhkhe dharmajnana.] 

And so on up to [the sixteenth Vimukti] called marge ‘nvayajndna. 

Then, in the path of meditation ( bhdvandmdrga ), the Bodhisattva obtained eighteen deliverances: 

(i) [The first vimukti] was a conditioned deliverance (samskrtavimukti) associated either with anvayajndna 
or with dharmajnana. 

(ii) [The second vimukti] was an unconditioned deliverance (asamskrtavimukti) resulting from the 
abandonment of the three fetters to meditation (bhdvandsamyojana) in arapyadhatu. 

And so on up to the eighteenth vimukti where there is a conditioned deliverance associated with the 
destruction of the impurities (dsravaksayajndna) and an unconditioned deliverance resulting from the 


368 Of the six kinds of arhats, five are liberated as a result of chance (samayavimukta): their deliverance 
of mind (cetovimukti) is thus by chance (samayiki) because it depends on circumstance and is cherished 
because it must be guarded constantly: cf. Anguttara, III, p. 173; Kosa, p. 251, 154, 167, 274. 

The saint who is liberated from the obstacle of the disturbing emotions (klesdvarana) by the 
power of wisdom is said to be liberated by wisdom ( prajnavimukta ): cf. Anguttara, IV, p. 452-453; Kosa, 
VI, p. 274, 276, 297; VII, p. 97; VIII, p. 181. 

The saint who, by the power of wisdom, is freed from the obstacle of the disturbing emotions 
(klesdvarana) and who, by the power of concentration (samadhi). is freed from the obstacle which stands 
in the way of the eight liberations (vimoksdvarana), is said to be doubly delivered 
(ubhayatobhdgavimukta): cf. Anguttara,I, p.73; IV, p. 10, 77: Kosa, II, p. 205; VI, p. 273, 276. 

369 Above, p. 341-343F. 

3 An allusion to the enlightenment of Sakyamuni who attained Bodhi in thirty-four moments of mind: 
sixteen of darsanamdrga and eighteen of bhdvanamdrga: see above, p. 130F note, and especially p. 
1036F note. 

33 ' On the difference between conditioned vimukti and unconditioned vimukti, see Kosa, VI, p. 2906. 
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abandonment of all the fetters (, sarvasamyojanaprahana ). These two deliverances together constitute the 
‘perfection of the deliverance aggregate’ ( vimuktiskandhasampad ). 


[5) Vimuktijhanadarsanaskandha). - Furthermore, one recollects the perfection of the aggregate of the 
Buddha called knowledge and seeing deliverance ( vimuktijhanadarsanaskandha ). This aggregate is of two 
types: 

(i) In regard to emancipation from his disturbing emotions, the Buddha puts the knowledge of destruction 
of the impurities (asravaksayajnana ) to work: from his own experience (, adhyatmasaksatkara ) he knows: 
“In me, suffering is completely known, its origin has been abandoned, its destruction has been realized and 
the path [to its destruction] has been practiced” ( duhkham me parijndtam, samudayo me prahino, nirodho 
me sdksdtb'to, mdrgo me bhdvita tfz): 3 72 this is the vimuktijnanadarsanaskandha consisting of the 
knowledge of the destruction of the impurities (dsravaksayajhdna). 

Next, he knows this: “The suffering completely known by me is no longer to be known; [its origin 
abandoned by me is no longer to be realized]; the path [to its destruction] practiced by me is no longer to be 
practiced” ( duhkham me parijndtam na punah parijnatavyam, samudayo me prahino na punah prahdtavyo, 
nirodho me sdksdtkrto na punah saksdtkartavyo, mdrgo me bhdvito na punar bhavitavya iti );373 this is the 
vimuktijnanadarsana consisting of the knowledge that the impurities, once destroyed, will not arise again 
(dsravdnutpddajhdna). 

ii) The Buddha knows that this particular person will find deliverance by entering the concentration of 
emptiness ( sunyatd), another person by entering into the concentration of signlessness (dnimitta), yet 
another into the concentration of wishlessness ( apranihita ). He knows that one individual will be led to 
deliverance without resorting to any skillful means ( updya ). Another will find deliverance after a long time, 
a third after a short time, a fourth in this very moment. One individual will find deliverance if he is 
addressed in subtle words, another in coarse words, yet another in varied conversation ( sambhinnapraldpa ). 
One individual will find deliverance if he sees miracles (rddhibala ), another if the Dharma is preached. The 
person in whom lust predominates ( rdgabahula ) finds deliverance if his desire (rdga) is increased; the one 
in whom hatred predominates ( dvesabahula ) finds deliverance if his hate is increased, as was the case for 
the nagas Nan-to and Ngeou-leou-p ’in-louo (Urubilva).375 


372 Mahavyut., no. 1321-1324; Kosavyakhya, p.600,1. 7-9. Compare the canonical passage on the three 
turnings of the Wheel of the Dharma and on the twelve aspects ( dharmacakram triparivartam 
dvddasdkaram): Vinaya, I, p. 11; Samyutta, V, p. 422, 436; Patisambidha, II, p. 150 seq.; Catusparisad, 
p. 146-148. 

373 Kosavyakhya, p. 600,1. 11-14. 

374 One day the Buddha accompanied by five hundred monks went to the Trayastrimsa gods but, in 
order to do so, he had to fly over the home of the naga king Nandopananda. Fearing that the dust from 
the feet of these shaven monks might fall on his head, the naga wanted to prevent them from passing 
overhead. He wound his coils seven times around Mount Meru in order to hide the Trayastrimsa heaven 
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It is for various reasons of this kind that people find deliverance, as it is 

explained in regard to the Dharma eye ( dharmacaksus ). Knowing and clearly seeing these various 
deliverances is called vimuktijndnadarsanaskandhasampad. [221b] 

Furthermore, one recollects the Buddha who knows all (sarvajnd), who sees all ( sarvadarsin ), his great 
loving-kindness ( mahdmaitri ), his great compassion (mahakarund), his ten powers (bald), his four 


from them. The Buddha entrusted the task of conquering him to MaudgalyaAana. The disciple took the 
form of a royal naga and wound his coils around the body of his adversary fourteen times. Against the 
flames and smoke of Nandopananda, he sent out still stronger flames and smoke. Then taking on his 
human form, he entered the naga’s body which he traversed from top to bottom. When he came out, 
Nandopananda breathed out on him ‘the wind from his nose’, but Maudagalyayana, in the fourth dhyana, 
changed into the suparna bird, the sworn enemy of the dragons and began to chase the naga while giving 
off ‘the suparna breath’. Completely humbled, Nandopananda changed into a young Brahmin and took 
refuge in the Buddha. 

This story is in the Nandopanandandgardjadamanasutra, of which three versions exist: A Pali 
version in Visuddhimagga, ed. Warren, p. 336-337 (transl. Nanamoli, p. 436-438); a Tibetan translation 
entitled Kluhi rgyalpo dgah bo nerdgah hdul bahlmdo, OKC, no. 755 (Tib. Trip., vol, 21, p. 304-3-7); a 
Chinese translation by Tche K’ien, entitled Long wang hiong to king, T 597, p. 131. 

Elsewhere there are frequent allusions to the discomfiture of Nanda: Divyavadana, p. 395; 
Legend of Asoka (T 99, k. 23, p. 168a; T 2042, k. 2, p. 104b 13; T 2043, k. 2, p. 138b9; Tseng yi a han, T 
125, k. 28, p. 703b24;Jataka, V, p. 126. The Traite will return to it later, k. 32, p. 300a29; k. 100, p. 
752bl2. 

■^5 This is the naga of Umbilva on the Nairanjana who occupied the Fire House ( agnydgdra ) of the 
Jatilas. Urubilvakasyapa, the leader of these heretics, had authorized the Buddha to stay there. When the 
Buddha entered, the furious snake spat out smoke and flames; the teacher replied with the same, so much 
so that the building seemed about to burst into flame. During the night, Kasyapa, who watched the stars, 
noticed the fire and wondered if the Buddha had not been burned to ash. But in the meantime, the 
Buddha, in meditation, developed so much light and heat that the naga, completely dazzled, allowed 
himself to be placed peacefully in the Buddha’s begging bowl. The next day Kasyapa, a witness to the 
naga’s submission, sincerely admired the Buddha’s magical powers, not without thinking himself to be 
more saintly than the Buddha. 

Pali sources: Vinaya, I, p. 24-25; Nidanakatha in Jataka, I, p. 82; Manorathapiiram, I, p. 299. 

Sanskrit sources: Catusparisad, p. 238-244; Mahavastu, III, p. 428-429. 

Chinese sources: Mahlsasaka Vin., T 1421, K. 16, p. 108a8-24; Dharmagupt. Vin., T 1428, K. 
32, p. 793bl6-c9: Mulasarv. Vin., T 1450, k. 6, p. 13 Ial2-131bl9; Ting pen k’l king, T 185, k. 2, p. 
480c20-281al8; Yin kouo king, T 189, k. 4, p. 646al3-bl6; Abhiniskramana, T 190, K. 40-41, P. 958a6- 
b7; Tchong penk’I king, T 196, k. 1, p. 150bl-c3. 

Illustrations: Sane! (Marshall-Foucher, p. 210, pi. 51-52); Ganbdhara (Foucher, Agb., I, p. 446- 
453, fig. 223-226; II, p. 343, fig. 461). 
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fearlessnesses ( vaisaradya ) his four unhindered knowledges ( pratisamvid ) his eighteen special attributes 
(avenikadharma ), etc. 

Recollecting the immense and inconceivable qualities ( apramdndcintyaguna ) is what is called ‘recollection 
of the Buddha’ ( buddhanusmrti ). 

This recollection takes place in seven stages ( bhumi ). Sometimes it is impure ( sdsrava ), sometimes it is 
pure ( andsrava ). If it is impure, it entails retribution ( savipdka ); if it is pure, it does not entail retribution 
(i avipdka ). It is associated with three indriyas (indriyatrayasamprayukta ), namely, the indriyas of happiness 
( sukha ), satisfaction ( saumanasya ) and indifference ( upeksd 

It is acquired by effort {prdyogika ) or by retribution ( vaipdkika ). That of the present universe is acquired by 
effort, e.g., when one practices the concentration of recollection of the Buddha ( buddhdnusmrtisamddhi ). 
That of the buddhafield of the Buddha Wou-leang-cheou (Amitayus) is acquired by retribution; the people 
who are born there spontaneously (svarasena) recollect the Buddha.7 77 

All this is fully explained in the Abhidharma. 


II. RECOLLECTION OE THE DHARMA 


Recollection of the dharma ( dharmanusmrti). - The Buddha said: “The yogin should recollect the Dharma, 
skillfully presented, obtaining its retribution in the present lifetime ( sdmdrstika ) without fear of burning 


77b These three indriyas ‘sovereign organs’ in fact make up the members ( ahga ) of dhyana: see above, 
p. 1237F, n. 3; Kosa, VIII, p. 147. 

777 The inhabitants of SukkhavatT, the buddhafield of Buddha Amitayus, spontaneously and effortlessly 
recollect the Buddha, because it is precisely by the practice of anusmrti that they are reborn in Sukhavatl. 
See Amitayurbuddhanusmrtisutra, T 365, p. 344c 13-17: “There are three kinds ofbeings who will reborn 
in Sukhavatl. Who are these three? 1) Beings with loving-kindness of mind ( maitricitta ), who do not kill 
and are endowed with morality (sila); 2) those who study and recite the Vaipulyasutra; 3) those who 
practice the six recollections (sadanusmrti). If in applying these merits ( punyaparindmana) they express 
the wish to be reborn in this buddhafield and they fulfill these qualities ( guna ) in one to seven days, they 
will be reborn in Sukhavatl.” 

Later (k. 29, p. 276al7-22), the Traite will return to this subject: “The bodhisattva always 
practices the buddhdnusmrtisamddhi and, for that reason, wherever he is reborn, he always encounters 
the Buddhas. Thus it is said in the Pan tcheou san mei (Pratyutpannasamadhi, T 318): The bodhisattva 
who enters this samadhi sees the Buddha Amita. This Buddha is asked: As a result of what action has he 
acquired rebirth in this field? - The Buddha answers: O son of noble family, it is because he has always 
practiced the buddhdnusmrtisamddhi and his mindfulness was infallible that he obtains rebirth in my 
buddhafield.” 
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(; nirjvara ), 378 independent of time ( akalika ), leading to the good place (, aupanayika ), the penetration into 
which is unhindered.” 379 

1. Dharma skillfully presented 


It is skillfully presented because it is not contradictory to the two truths ( satyadvaydvirodhdt ), i.e., the 
conventional truth ( samvrtisatya ) and the absolute truth ( paramdrthasatya ). The wise man ( vijna ) cannot 
refute it and the fool (M/a) cannot criticize it. 

This Dharma is also free of the pairs of extremes ( antadvaya ), i.e., a life attached to the five objects of 
enjoyment and pleasure ( pancakamagunesu kamasukhallikanuyoga ) or a life of personal mortification 
(atmaklamathanuyoga ). 380 

It is free of other pairs of extremes: eternalism ( sdsvata ) and nihilism ( uccheda ), self (atman ) and non-self 
( anatman ), existence ( bhava ) and non-existence ( abhava ). Because it is not attached to these pairs of 
extremes, the Dharma is said to be ‘skillfully presented’. 

Heretics who boast of their own system ( svadhannotkarsa ) and denigrate the systems of others 
( paradarmapamsaka ) cannot express themselves skillfully. 

2. Dharma, obtaining its retribution in the present lifetime 


The Dharma obtains its retribution in the present existence (samdrstika): as it eliminates the various 
problems of the world caused by lust ( rdga ) as well as the various teachings (upadesa) and arguments 
caused by wrong views ( mithyadrsti ), body (kayo) and mind ( citta ) find happiness in it. Thus the Buddha 
said: 

Observing morality is happiness: 

Body and mind do not burn; 

One sleeps well and, on awakening, one is happy; 

One’s fame extends afar. 381 


378 j n place of tche-nao, read je-nao, as in the following lines. 

379 Here the Traite is taking liberties with the canonical formula cited in the preliminary note to this 
present chapter. 

380 See above, p. 23F, 396F, 655F, 1354F. 

38 1 Udanavarga, VI, 3, p. 149. 
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Moreover, in this Dharma of the Buddha, the linking of causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya prabandha ) 
produces the following fruit: Because of [221c] the purity of his morality ( silavisuddhi ), the yogin has no 
regrets (, kaukrtya ). His mind being without regrets, he produces the joy inherent in the Dharma 
(dharmopasamhitapramodya). By means of the joy of the Dharma, his body and mind have pleasure 
( prasrabdhi ) and happiness ( sukha ). His body and mind having pleasure and happiness, he can concentrate 
his mind. Concentrating his mind, he understands in accordance with the truth ( yathdbhutam prajnandti). 
Understanding in accordance with the truth, he finds disgust ( nirveda ). Finding disgust, he becomes 
detached from desire ( virajyate ). Detached from desire, he obtains deliverance (vimukti), he obtains the 
fruit of retribution ( vipdkaphala ) of deliverance, he obtains nirvana. 382 

As for the heretics ( tfrthika ), their Dharma is void ( sunya ), painful (, duskaracarin ) and without result. 

[Story of Jambuka], - Thus the arhat Yen-fou (Jambuka) said the following when he acquired bodhi: 
Formerly I was a heretic 
For fifty-five years; 

I ate only dried cow-dung 
And I slept on thorns. 

Having endured such cruel tortures, I gained nothing from them, not like today when, having seen the 
Buddha and having heard the Dharma, I have left home ( pravrajita ) and, in three days, having done what 
had to be done ( krtakrtya ), I have become arhat. 383 


382 ph rases borrowed from the stock of navapramodyapurvaka dharmah: Mahavyuty., no. 1586-1595: 
Pritimuditasyapntir jdyate, pritimanasah kdyah ... vimukto ‘smiti jnanadarsanam bhavati. 

Samyutta, IV, p. 79; II, p. 95: Pamuditassapiti jdyati, pftimanassa kayo ... vimuccati, 
vimuttasmim vimuttamhiti ndnam hoti. 

383 Theragatha, p. 34, v. 283-286: Pancapanndsa vassdni rajojallam adhdrayim /... tisso vijjd 
anuppatta, katam buddhassa sdsanan ti // 

Transl.- “For fifty-five years I covered myself with dust and dirt, eating only one meal per 
month, and I tore out my hair and beard. 

I stood on one foot and refused to sit down; I ate dry dung and accepted no invitations. 

Having followed this path that leads to the bad destinies for so long, borne along by the stream, 
I took refuge in the Buddha. 

Wonder at this refuge! Admire the excellence of the Dharma! I have obtained the three 
knowledges and have carried out the Buddha’s command.” 

For more details, see Comm, on the Theragatha, I, p. 386 seq. (tr. Rhys Davids, Brethren, p. 
179-180) and Comm, on the Dhammapada, II, p. 52-63 (tr. Burlingame, II, p. 130-137): 

At the time of the Buddha Kasyapa, Jambuka as an elder lived with a lay devotee. A wandering 
monk, in the course of his alms-round, came to the layman and was welcomed there. In a fit of jealousy, 
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This is why we know that the Dharma of the Buddha ‘obtains its fruit in the present lifetime’. 

Question. - If the Dharma of the Buddha obtains its fruit in the present lifetime, how is it that, among the 
disciples of the Buddha, some derive nothing from it? 

Answer. - The yogin who knows the words of the Buddha and applies them constantly cannot fail to 
receive his reward ( vipdka ). In the same way, the sick person ( glana ) who follows the orders of a good 
physician ( vaidya ) and takes all the medicine (pratipaksa) cannot fail to be cured. 

On the other hand, if the yogin does not conform to the Buddha’s instructions and does not apply them 
constantly, his immorality ( dauhsilya ) and his distractions ( cittaviksepa ) will cause him to obtain nothing. 
But it is false that the Dharma is not good. 

Moreover, if those who have not attained bodhi do not arrive at nirvana in the present lifetime, in the future 
lifetime they will, nonetheless, have wealth and happiness and, little by little ( kramasas), they will attain 
nirvana. Finally, their efforts will not be in vain. Thus the Buddha said: “Those who have gone forth from 
home ( pravrajita ) in view of nirvana will all reach nirvana, some slowly ( mandam ) and other quickly 
( sighram ). 384 Thus the Dharma ‘obtains its fruit in the present existence’ ( samdrstika ). 

3. Dharma without torment of burning 

The Dharma is without the torment of burning ( nirjvara ). These sufferings of burning are of two kinds: 
torments of the body ( kdyopdydsa ) and torments of the mind ( cittopdyasa ). The torments of the body are 
fetters, prison, beatings, being put to death, etc. The torments of the mind are sadness ( daurmanasya ), fear 


Jambuka insulted the visitor and declared that for his part he would never accept anything from lay 
people and rather preferred to eat dung, tear out his hair, go naked and sleep on the ground. 

At the time of Buddha Sakyamuni, Jambuka took birth in a wealthy family of Rajagrha, As a 
child, he refused all normal food and ate his own excrement; when he was grown, he went quite naked 
and slept on the ground. His parents put him in the hands of the Ajivikas, naked ascetics, who accepted 
him into their order. But Jambuka refused to follow his colleagues on their alms-rounds. When they were 
far away, he went into the public latrines to eat excrement. When he felt someone watching him, he 
stood on one foot and turned his open mouth into the wind. Among those who questioned him, he passed 
as a great ascetic, an eater of wind, refusing all food. Once a month, however, he accepted putting on his 
tongue a bit of butter and honey on the end of a piece of kusa grass: such condescension, he said, would 
assure the spectators eternal salvation. He lived thus for fifty-five years. One day the Buddha came to 
stay in a near-by cave and Jambuka noticed that, during the night, the four kings of the gods, Sakra and 
Brahma came to serve the Teacher. To his astonishment, the Buddha explained that he was superior to 
these great deities. Jambuka converted and attained arhathood. 

This story should be compared to the Jambalavadana contained in the Avadanasatsks, I, p. 279- 
288 (transl. Feer, p. 190-194) and translated into Chinese as the Siuan tso po yuan king, T 200, k. 5, p. 
227a-228a. 

■^4 Unidentified passage. On the superiority of the monastics’ morality, see above, p. 839-846F. 
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C bhaya ), etc., caused by desire ( rdga ), hatred ( dvesa ), avarice (; matsrya ) or jealousy ( Trsyd). In the Dharma 
of the Buddha, since morality is pure, the body escapes from the torments of fetters, prison, beatings, being 
put to death, etc. Since the mind has eliminated the five objects of enjoyment (pancakdmaguna ), eliminated 
the five obstacles ( pancamvarana ) and obtained true bodhi, it escapes from the torments of desire, hatred, 
avarice, jealousy, doubt ( vicikitsa), etc., and as there are no torments, there is no burning (jvara). 

Moreover, the trances (, dhyana ) and the pure absorptions ( samdpatti ) produce joy and happiness including 
all the physical sensations (kayavedana): this is why all the burning has gone away. Thus, when a man 
tormented by great heat ( gharmdrta) reaches a clear cool pool ( taddga ), the cold revives him and he no 
longer suffers from the heat. 

Moreover, whether they depend on wrong views ( drstyapeksa) or whether they depend on thirst 
(i trsndpeksa ), 385 the disturbing emotions ( klesa ) are called ‘burnings’ {jvara). Since they are absent in the 
Dharma of the Buddha, the latter is called ‘without torment of burning’ ( nirjvara ). 

4. The Dharma is independent of time 


The Dharma is independent of time ( akdlika ). The Dharma of the Buddha acts [222a] independently of 
time and gives its fruit ( phalam daddti) independently of time. Among the heretics ( tirthika ), some rules 
hold when the sun has not risen but do not hold when the sun has risen; some hold when the sun has risen 
but do not hold when the sun has not risen; yet others are valid in the daytime but are not valid at night, and 
finally some hold at night but do not hold in the daytime. In the Dharma of the Buddha, time does not 
intervene: when one has cultivated the noble eightfold Path (drydstdhgikmdrgd), one attains nirvana. Just as 
fire {agni) burns when it finds kindling (; indhana ), so pure wisdom (, andsrava prajnd), as soon as it arises, 
burns all the disturbing emotions {klesa), and that independently of time. 

Question. - But the Buddha spoke of medicine at the proper time {kdlabhaisajya), of clothing at the proper 
time (kdlavasana), of food at the proper time ( kdlabhojana ), 386 and the good roots that are not yet ripe 
(i aparipakvakusalamula) will ripen in a person when they meet up with the favorable time. How can you 
say that [the Dharma] is independent of time {akdlika)! 

Answer. - In these cases, when speaking of time, the Buddha is speaking in accord with worldly usage 
{lokasamvrti) and, in order that his doctrine should last for a long time, he has linked his arguments with 
time. But when one cultivates the Path, one obtains nirvana and its wondrous qualities, the concentrations 
{samddhi) and wisdom (prajnd)-, these do not depend on time. 


385 jhese two kinds of negative emotions are mentioned above, p. 21 IF, 213F. 

386 p or exam pi ei the Buddha authorized the use of five kinds of medicines “at the suitable time if they 
have been accepted at the appropriate time” (anujdndmi bhikkhavepane bhesajjdni kalepariggahetva 
kaleparibhunitum ): cf. Vinaya, I, p.200. Similarly, he carefully distinguished meals at the proper time 
{kdlabhojana) from meals outside the proper time ( vikdlabhojana ): cf. Samyutta, V, p. 470. 
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The rules of the heretics all depend on time; the Dharma of the Buddha demands only that the causes and 
conditions ( hetupratyaya ) be fulfilled. As long as [the three elements of the Path], morality ( sfla ), samadhi 
and wisdom ( prajna) are not perfected ( sampanna ), one does not obtain bodhi. When morality, samadhi 
and wisdom are perfected, the fruit is attained and does not depend on time. 

Moreover, we speak of time when a long time is necessary to obtain the fruit, but once the fruit is obtained, 
there is no further question of time. Thus, when a good dye (ranjana) has penetrated [the cloth], it is fixed; 
it is the same for a person whose mind is pure: as soon as he has heard the Dharma, he is tinged with it and 
he obtains the purity of the Dharma eye (dharmacaksurvisuddhi). Therefore the Dharma is ‘independent of 
time’ ( akdlika ). 

5. Dharma leading to the good place 


The Dharma leads to the good place ( aupanayika ). The thirty-seven pure auxiliaries of Bodhi ( saptatrimsad 
andsrava bodhipdksikadharmdh) lead ( upanayanti ) a person to nirvana. Thus, when one sets sail on the 
Ganges, one necessarily reaches the great ocean. 387 

The outside heretical systems ( anyatirthika ) which the Omniscient One ( sarvajnd) did not preach that are 
full of wrong views ( mithyadrsti ) lead to the bad places or, if they sometimes lead to the heavens ( svarga ), 
one falls back from them and suffers. Not being eternal, these heavens are not ‘the good place’. 

Question. - If the leader (upanetr) does not exist, how ‘to lead’ to the good place? 

Answer. - It is true that the leader does not exist. Only dharmas can lead other dharmas. The pure and good 
abandonment (andsrvakusalaprahana) of the five aggregates of existence (pancaskandha ) - aggregates to 
which is given the power of the name of being ( sattva ) - lead to nirvana in the same way that the wind 
( vdyu ) blows the dust (rajas) or the water (vdri) carries away straw (trna). Even without a leader, there can 
be progress ( gamana ). 

Moreover, in the complex of causes and conditions ( hetupratyayasdmagri ), there is neither agent (kdraka) 
nor leader (upanetr) who exercises control (vasita) over the causes and conditions on which the retribution 
depends. 

6. Dharma of unhindered penetration 


387 Canonical comparison: cf. Samyutta, IV, p. 179: Samuddaninno bhikkhave Gangaya nadiya soto 
samuddapono samuddapabbhdro. 
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The Dharma is of unhindered penetration. Utilizing the seals of the Dharma (dharmamudra) of the 
Buddha, 388 his penetration is unhindered in the same way that the holder of the royal seal ( rdjamudrd ) is 
never delayed or restricted [in his movements]. 


By dharmamudra , the Traite means three fundamental characteristics of things preached by the 
Buddha: Sarvasamskara anityah, sarvadharmd andtmdnah, sdntam nirvdnam, “All formations (i.e., all 
dharmas coming from causes) are impermanent; all dharmas are without self, peaceful is nirvana”: cf. K. 
15, p. 170a2-4 (above, p. 912F); k. 22, p. 222a28-bl; k. 26, p. 253cl3-15; k. 32, p. 297c23-24. As we are 
about to see, such statements are frequent in the canonical texts but, as far as I [Lamotte] know, the 
expression dharmamudra does not appear in the Pali Nikaya. On the other hand, in the Sanskrit 
Samyuktagama translated into Chinese by Gunabhadra (436-443), there is an Aryadharmamudrasutra, T 
99, no. 80, k. 3, p. 20a25-b28. Before that, Dharmaraksa had given a separate translation under the name 
Cheng fa yin king, T 103, p. 500a-b: it was published the 5 th day of the 12 th month of the 4 th yuan-k’ang 
year, i.e., January 7, 295 (cf. Li-tai, T 2034, k. 6, p. 63c22-23). This sutra was authoritative for the 
Sarvastivadins as well as the Madhyamikans: it is cited in the Vibhasa (T 1545, k. 104, p. 541cl0; T 
1546, k. 46, p. 359a23), the Che tchou p’i p’o cha louen (T 1521, k. 1, p. 25al7; k. 10, p. 73b23), the 
Maitreyapariprcchopedesa (T 1525, k. 2, p. 240bl5) and the Satyasiddhisastra (T 1546, k. 6, p. 281c2; k. 
12, p. 332cl5; k. 15, p. 363b23, 365a26). 

Whether it is used in the doctrines of the Lesser or the Greater Vehicle, the term dharmamudra 
appears frequently in the Mahayanasutras: cf. Saddharmapund., p. 28,1. 8, 92,1. 13; Avatamsaka, T 279, 
k. 5, p. 22cl; k. 18, p. 97al7-18; Ratnolkadharani, T 299, k. 2, p. 891a24; Ratnakuta, T 310, k. 6, p. 
35all; k. 6, p. 36al; k. 25, p. 141a; k. 116, p. 656cl2; T 355, k. 1, p. 237a3. 

The phrases used to express the nature of things permit many variations: 

A. TWO STATEMENTS. - Sabbe sahkhdrd aniccd, sabbe dhammd anattd: cf. Samyutta, III, p. 
132,1.26; 133,1. 1 and 31; 134,1.3. 

B. THREE STATEMENTS. - Sabbe sahkhdra aniccd, sabbe sahkhdra dukkhd, sabbe dhammd 
anattd: cf. Anguttara, I, p.286,1. 8, 14 and 20. 

The postcanonical Pali sources call Tilakkhana ‘Three Natures’ impermanence, suffering and 
non-self mentioned in this phrase: cf. Comm, on Jataka, I, p. 48,1. 28; 275,1. 23; III, p. 377,1. 5. 

C. THREE STATEMENTS. - Sarvasamskara anityah, sarvadharmd andtmdnah, sdntam 
nirvdnam : cf. Samyukta, T 99, k. 10, p. 66bl4; 66c7 and 21;Vibhhasa, T 1545, k. 9, p. 45a21; Northern 
Mahaparinirvana, T 374, k. 13, p. 443a2-3. 

D. The same statements, but with the name Sa fa yin ‘Three Dharmamudras’. - Sarvasamskara 
anityah, sarvadharmd andtmanah, sdntam nirvdnam: cf. Mulasarv. Vin., T 1442, k. 9, p. 670c2-3; 
Satyasiddhisastra, T 1646, k. 1, p. 243cl7-18; Lien houa mien king, T 386, k. 2, p. 1077a23-24 and 26- 
27; Mahayanavatara, T 1634, k. 1, p. 38c23. 

As we have seen at the beginning of this note, this is the formula adopted by the Traite. 

E. FOUR STATEMENTS, entitled Sseu fa pen or Sseu fa pen mo ‘Fourfold beginning and end 
of dharmas’ which may be reconstructed in Sanskrit as Dharmapurvdpardnta: Sarvasamskara anityah, 
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Question. - What are the seals of the Buddha’s Dharma? 

Answer. - There are three kinds of seals of the Buddha’s Dharma: i) All conditioned dharmas 
( samskrtadharma ) arising and perishing from moment to moment are impermanent ( anitya ); it) All 
dharmas are without self ( andtman ); [222b] in) Peaceful is nirvana ( sdntam nirvdnam). 

[7. Sarvasamskara unity ah], - The yogin knows that the threefold world ( traidhdtu ) is entirely composed 
of arisings and ceasings governed by causes ( samskrtd utpddanirodhdh). The formations ( samskdra ) that 
previously existed no longer exist; those that exist now will not exist later. These instantaneous arisings and 
cessations ( ksanikd utpddanirodhdh) coming forth like a series ( samtdnasddrsya ) may be seen and 
cognized in the way that one cognizes and sees a series of similar [moments] ( sadrsasamtdna ) in the water 
of a river ( nadijala ), the flame of a lamp ( dipajvdla ) or a storm. This is why people consider them to be a 
living being ( sattva ) and, by a mistake consisting of taking what is impermanent to be permanent ( anitye iti 
viparydsah), people speak about a changeable ( gantr) [entity] lasting forever. 389 That is the seal confirming 
the impermanence of all formations ( samkdrdnityatd). 

[2. Sarvadharma andtmdnah]. - All dharmas are without self. In dharmas there is neither lord ( Fsvara, 
svamiri), nor agent ( kdraka ), knower (jdnaka ), seeing subject (pasyaka ), living object (jfva), or doer of 
actions. All dharmas depend on causes and conditions ( hetupratyaydpeksa ); depending on causes and 
conditions, they are not autonomous ( svatantra ); since they are not autonomous, they are not self, and the 
nature of self is non-existent (atmalaksanam nopalabhyate), as is said in the P’o-wo-p’in 


sarvasamskara duhkhah, sarvasamskara anatmanah, santam nirvanam :: cf. Ekottara, T 125, k. 18, p. 
640bl3-18; k. 36, p. 749a7-ll. 

This formula is evidently faulty for it is not just the samskdras but also all dharmas that are 
andtman. 

F. FOUR STATEMENTS. - Sarvasamskara anitydh, sarvasamskara duhkhah, sarvadharma 
andtmdnah, sdntam nirvdnam (cf. Sutralamkara, p. 149,1. 1-3), or the variant Anitydh sarvasamskdrdh, 
duhkhah sarvasamskdrdh, andtmdnah sarvadharmdh, sdntam nirvdnam (cf. Bodh. bhumi, p. 277,1. 5- 
10 ). 

These four statements are variously named: 

1) Sseu fa pen ‘Fourfold root of dharmas’: cf. Ekottara, T 35, k. 23, p. 668c3-8; 

2) Fourold dharmamudra: cf. Tathagataguhyasutra, T 312, k. 17, p. 741b7-12; 
Bodhisattvapitaka, T 316, k. 7, p. 794c21-24. 

3) Fourfold dhannodddna ‘Summary of dharmas’ (in Chinese, Sseufayeou t’o no): cf. 
Vimalakrrtinirdesa, T 476, k. 6, p. 586cl4; Sutralamkara, p. 17,1. 3; 55,1. 6; 73,1. 22; Bodh. bhumi, p. 
277,1. 5 (T 1579, k. 46, p. 544a6). 

G. FIVE STATEMENTS. - Anitydh sarvasamskdrdh, didikhdh sarvasamskdrdh, sunyah 
sarvadharmam andtmdnah sarvadharmdh, sdntam nirvanam'. cf. Vimalaklrti, p. 165. 

FI. TEN STATEMENTS. - Che fa-yin ‘The ten dharmamudras’: cf. Avatamsaka, T 279, k, 41, 
p. 218a6-15. 

■^9 This is fully explained in Kosa, IX, p. 279-281. 
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(Atmapratisedhaprahrana) ‘Chapter on the refutation of the self. 390 This is the seal of non-self 
( anatmamudra). 


390 Tenth chapter ( prakarana ) of the Catuhsataka ‘The Four Hundreds’ by Aryadeva. As its name 
indicates, this work consisted of 400 stanzas (kdrikd) divided up into 16 chapters of 25 stanzas each. 

The work exists completely only in Tibetan translation: 

1) Bstan bcos b€i brgya pa €es bahi lehur byas pa (Catuhsatakasastrakarika), translated by 
Suksmajana in India and revised by Suryaklrti of the Pa-tshab: cf. Tib. Trip., vol. 95, no. 5246, p. 131-1- 
1 to 139-5-3. 

2) Byan chub sems dpahi hbyor spyod b€i pahi rgya cher hgrelpa 
(BodhisattvayogacaryacatuhsatakatTka), commentary by Candraklrti, also translated by Suksmajana and 
Suryaklrti: cf. Tib. Trip., vol. 98, no. 5266, p. 183-4-4 to end. 

Sanskrit fragments of the work have been found and edited by Haraprasad Sastri in Memoirs of 
the Asiatic Society of Bengal, III, no. 8, 1914, p. 449514. See also P. Vaidya, Etudes sur Aryadeva et son 
Catuhsataka, 1923, p. 69-167; G. Tucci, La versione cinese del Catuhsaka... confrontata col testa 
sanscrito e la traduzione tibetana, Rivista degli Studi Orientali, X, 1925, p. 521-567; L. de La Vallee 
Poussin, LeNirvana d’apres Aiyadeva, MCB, I, 1931-32, p.130-135; Vidhushekhara Bhattacarya, The 
Catuhsataka of Aiyadeva, Chap. VII, Proceedings and Transactions of the 4 th Oriental Conference, II, 
1926, p. 831-871; The Catuhsataka of Aiyadeva, Sanskrit and Tibetan Texts with copious Extracts from 
the Commentary of Candraldrti, reconstructed and edited, Part II (Visvabharati Series No. 2, 1931). 

The Chinese also translated just the last chapters of the Catuhsataka: 

1) Kouangpo louenpen, T 1570. Translation of karika no. 291-400 made by Hiuan-tsang at Ta 
ts’eu ngen sseu, the 10 th day of the 6 th month of the I st yong-houei year, i.e., July 13, 650 (cf. K’ai-yuan, 
T 2154, k. 8, p. 556b21). 

2) Ta tch ’eng kouang po louen che louen, T 1571. Translation of the same karikas with 
commentary by Dharmapala, begun on the 27 th day of the same year, January 20, 651 (cf. K’ai-yuan, T 
2154, k. 8, p. 556b22). 

The tenth chapter to which the Traite refers here is part of the chapter conserved in the three 
languages. It is dedicated to refutation of the atman and entitled Yogdcdrecatuhsatake 
dtmasuddhyupdyasamdarsanam ndma dasamam prakaranam in the Sanskrit fragments (cf. Vaidya, o.c., 
p. 89), Bdag dgagpa bsgom pa pstan pa (Atmapratisedhabhavanasamdarsana) in the Tibetan versions 
(Tib. Trip., vol. 95, no. 5246, p. 137-1-5; vol. 98, no. 5266, p. 241-2-6), P’o wop’in 
(Atmapratisedhaprakarana) in the Chinese versions (T 1570, k. 1, p. 182cl8; T 1571, k. 2, p. 194a27). It 
is also by the name P’o wo p ’in that the Traite cites it here. 

In the Madh. vrtti on Nagarjuna’s Miilamadhyamakakarika, Candraklrti refers to the 
Catuhsataka by Aryadeva in various ways: Uktam Aiyadevena (p. 16, 199), Uktam Aiyadevapddih (p. 
220, 359, 376), Uktam Satake (p. 173, 351, 372, 378, 396, 505), Satakasdstre (p. 506), Satakasdstre 
cdiyadevapddair (p. 552). All these references have been identified by L. de La Vallee Poussin in his 
edition of the Miilamadhyamakakarika with comm, by Candraklrti, 1903 and foil. This is indeed the 
Catuhsataka. But the fact of having omitted the numeral catuh might lead to confusion because, besides 
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the Catuhsataka ‘Four Hunderds’, Aryadeva also composed a Satakasdstra ‘Treatise in a hundred 
[karikas]’, totally unknown in the Sanskrit and Tibetan traditions but which was authorized in China in 
the school of the Three Treatises. 

This Satakasdstra by Aryadeva, with a commentary by Vasu-bodhisattva, was translated into 
Chinese by Kumarajiva under the title of Po louen: T 1569. The translation was done at Tch’ang-ngan in 
the 6 th hong-che year, i.e., in 404 (cf. Tch’ou, T 2145, k. 2, p. 11 a21; Li-tai, T 2134, K. 8, p. 79a5). The 
work has been fully translated into English by G. Tucci, Pre-Dihndga Buddhist Texts on Logic from 
Chinese Sources (Gaekwad’s Oriental Series, vol. 49), 1929, and partially into French by L. de La Vallee 
Poussin, Le Nirvana d’apres Aiyadeva, MCB, I, 1931-2, p. 128-130. Kumarajlva’s translation is 
introduced by a preface T 1569, p. 167c-168a; Tch’ou, T 2145, k. 11, p. 77b-c) by his disciple and 
collaborator Seng-tchao (384-414): “Eight hundred and some years after the Buddha’s nirvana, a great 
monastic scholar named T’i-p ’o (Deva) composed a treatise in a hundred stanzas, the Satakasastra. This 
treatise consisted of twenty chapters ( prakarna ) of five stanzas each. It was commented on by P ’o-seou 
k’ai-che (Vasu, the bodhisattva), a scholar who was the authority of his time: “What he says cannot be 
disputed, what he refutes cannot be re-established.” Kumarajiva, the Indian sramana, translated the last 
ten chapters of this treatise (i.e., stanzas 51-100).” 

It may be noted that the ten chapters of the Satakasdstra translated by Kumarajiva deal with the 
same subject as the eight chapters of the Catuhsastra translated by Fliuan-tsang and often carry the same 
titles. Thus the second chapter of the Satakasastra, entitled P’o chen p ’in (T 1569, k. 1, p. 170cl 1- 
174b21) correspond to the second chapter of the Catuhsataka entitled P’o wo p ’in (T 1570, k. 1, p. 

182c 18-183bl0). But although the subject is the same, the explanation is quite different. 

In citing the P’o wo p ’in, the Trade does not refer to a chapter of the Prajnapamita as I 
[Lamotte] first thought, for no chapter of this name appears in the Tables Comparatives des versions des 
Prajndpdramita prepared by Hikata and added to his edition of the Suvikrantavikramipariprccha. Neither 
does the Trade refer here to a chapter of the Miilamadhyamakakarika (or Madhyamasastra) of 
Nagarjuna, for chapter XVIII which deals with the atman is entitled ‘Examination of the atman’ 

(Atmapanksd in Sanskrit, Bdag brtagpa in Tibetan, Kouan-wo in Chinese). The only chapter that enters 
into consideration here is the Atmapratisedhaprakarana of the Catuhsataka by Aryadeva. 

This citation is of importance because it proves that the first Madhyamika authors (Nagarjuna, 
Aryadeva, Rahulabhadra) were known to the author of the Trade and consequently the latter is later than 
them: 

1) The Mulamadhyamakakdrikds (or Madhyamakasdstrd) of Nagarjuna are, with the 
Prajnaparamita, the main source of inspiration for the Trade. Sometimes the latter cites entire passages 
without referring to it by name (e.g., p.l204F seq.), sometimes it gives the title: Madhyamakasdstra\ cf. 
k. 1, p. 64b 11 (above, p. 69F); k. 19, p. 198a5 (above p. 1142F); k. 25, p. 245c7-8; k. 38, p. 338b29. 

2) We have seen that it refers to Aryadeva’s Catuhsataka by designating it simply with the title 
of a chapter, a strange method of reference but to which it is accustomed. 

3) Above (p. 1060- 1065F), it has reproduced in its entirety Rahulabhadra’s 
Prajndpmaramitdstotra. 
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Nagarjuna, Aryadeva and Rahulabhadra represent the first lineage of Madhyamika scholars. 
Their biographies are legendary and their dates uncertain. Not content with giving us contradictory 
information on them, the sources confuse them with the siddhas of the same name who were present at 
Nalanda several centuries later (see above, Vol, I, p, XIF, notes 8 and 9). 

In the introduction to Vimalakirti, p. 70-71,1 [Lamotte] have tried to interpret the facts given in 
the 5 th century by Kumarajlva, his disciples Seng-tchao and Seng-juoei and his illustrious friend Houei- 
yuan. It seems indeed that the eminent individuals place Nagarjuna between 243 and 300 C.E. 

The Indians, Chinese and Tibetans agree in making Aryadeva the pupil of Nagarjuna. Here it 
will suffice to refer the reader to the note on Aryadeva published in Ceylon Encyclopedia, vol. II, p. 109- 
115. At the beginning of his commentary on the Catuhsataka, Candraklrti (c. 600-650 C.E.) tells us: 
“Aryadeva was born in the island of Simhala (Ceylon) and was the son of the king of the land. After 
having been crown prince, he renounced the world, went to Daksina (Dekkan), became a disciple of 
Nagarjuna and followed his teachings.” 

The Ceylonese chronicles of the DIpavamsa (XXII, v. 41 and 50) and the Mahavamsa (XXXVI, 
v. 29) make mention of a mahathera Deva who lived in Ceylon at the time of the heresy of the 
Vetullavada, i.e., of the Mahayana which spead in the island. Deva attracted the good graces of kings 
Voharikatissa (260-282 C.E.) and Samghatissa (293-297 C.E.). This detail allows us to place Deva in 
Ceylon in the second half of the 3 rd century. 

From Ceylon, Deva, alias Aryadeva, went to southern India and traveled over the entire 
continent. In the 7 th century, Hiuan-tsang found traces of his passage from Smghna near the sources of 
the Ganges (Si-yu-ki, T 2087, k. 4, p. 891b) to Prayaga at the junction of the Yamuna and the Ganges (k. 
5, p. 897b), at Pataliputra (k. 8, p. 912c), at Daksinakosala (k. 10, p. 929a-c) and in the land of Cola (k. 

10, p. 93 lb). The meeting between Aryadeva and Nagarjuna “who was already old and weak” took place 
at Pataliputra, capital of Magadha. The Ceylonese monk embraced the ideas of the old man and became a 
convinced Madhyamikan. His many adventures and his physical traits explain the large number of 
nicknames that serve to designate him: Kanadeva, Nllanetra, Pingalanetra, Pingalacaksus, Karnatipa, etc. 
Among his works that he published, apparently after his teacher’s death in the first years of the 4 th 
century C.E, the Madhyamakasastra (T 1564), commentary on the Miilamadhyamakakarikas of 
Nagaijuna, and the ‘Hundreds’ ( Catuhsataka and Satakasdstra ), polemical works discussed above. 

Rahulabhadra was certainly associated with the Madhyamaka propaganda from the beginning, 
but we do not know where to place him exactly. 

In a series of fourteen stanzas the original Sanskr it of which was found by G. Tucci and 
published in Oriens Extremus, IX, 1962, p. 49-51, Candraklrti summarizes the activity of the early 
Madhyamikans in the following way: 

Spastam Rahilabhadrapddasahito Ndgdrjuno tanmatam 
Deveddpy anugamyamanavacanah kdlam drain distavdn / 
tacchdstrapravivekamiscitadhiyas thirthyas vijitydkhildms 
tacchisyd api sasanam munivarasyadistavantas dram II6/1 
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“In the presence of the Venerable Rahulabhadra, Nagarjuna, whose words were followed also 
by Deva, has explained clearly and fully the mind of this [Buddha]. The disciples of this [Nagarjuna] 
also, having their opinions determined by examination of the treatise by this [Nagarjuna] and having 
vanquished all the heretics, have folly explained the doctrine of the best of Munis, [i.e., the Buddha].” 

The term Rdhulabhadrapddasahita, in Tibetan, Sgra gcan hdzin ni bzan pohi €al sna dan bcas, 
literally means ‘endowed with the feet of Rahulabhadra’, but after a proper name, pdda is a title of 
respect; this is why I [Lamotte] have translated it as in the presence of the ‘Venerable’ Rahulabhadra. 
Nevertheless ,pdda has other meanings than that of ‘feet’, mainly that of ‘verse, line with a 4-strophe’. 
Candrakrrti, by a play of words of which the Indians are so fond, perhaps chose the expression to suggest 
to the minds of his readers the famous ‘strophes’ of which Rahulabhadra was the author, namely the 
twenty strophes of the Prajndpdramitastotra appearing as the heading to the Sanskrit manuscripts of the 
Prajnaparamita (Astasahasrika, ed. R. Mitra; Pancavimsatisah., ed. N. Dutt; Suvikratavikramin, ed. R. 
Hikata) and cited fully by the Traite (p. 1969-1965F). 

In any hypothesis, it seems that to Candrakrrti’s eyes Rahulabhadra was Nagarjuna’s inspiration 
and preceded him in time. 

But the problem is not that simple. Information equally as old in date but coming, it is true, from 
the Chinese, make Rahulabhadra a contemporary of Nagarjuna and a commentator of his works. 

Ki tsang (549-623) of the San louen sect says: “The dharmacarya Rahula was a contemporary of 
Nagarjuna and explained the eight negations” (Tchong kouan louan chou, T 1824, k. 3, p. 40cl6-17. 

Tchan jan (711-782) of the T’ien t’ai sect, mentions four basic works in regard to Nagarjuna: 
“There is the commentary of Pingalanetra called Madhyamakasastra which was translated by Kumarajlva 
of the Heou Ts’in (T 1564). Secondly, the commentary of Asanga called Chouen tchong louen which 
was translated by Bodhimci of the Heou Wei (T 1565): there are only two rolls of it. The others have not 
been published. Thirdly, the commentary of the dharmacarya Rahula, also called Madhyamakasastra; 
Paramartha of the Leang translated it but we have only one chapter on the hetupratyaya. Fourthly, the 
commentary of the bodhisattva Bhaviveka, called Prajnapralpasastra; the Tripitaka master Po p’o 
(Prabhamitra) of the T’ang translated it (T 1566); it is in sixteen rolls” (Tche kouan fou hing tchouan 
hong kiue, T 1912, k. 1, p. 140cl-5). 

Rahulabhadra appears here in appropriate place but it is especially his stotras that made him 
famous. In the words of Mochizuki, Encyclopaedia, p. 1953, E. Kawaguchi has brought from Tibet a 
manuscript of the Saddharmapundarlka with twenty stanzas of homage written by Rahulabhadra in honor 
of this text. Other stanzas attributed to Rahula or Rahulabhadra are also cited by Saramati in his 
Mahayanavatarasastra (T 1634, k. 2, p. 48al5 and 48cl2) and by Asanga in the Chouen tchong louen (T 
1565, k. l,p. 40bl8). 

Like the other famous Madhyamikas, Rahulabhadra was drawn by the Chinese into the cycle of 
the patriarchs where he occupies the 15 th or 16 th place, after Nagarjuna and Kanadeva: cf. Fou fa tsang 
yin yuan tchouan, T 2058, k. 6, p. 319cl4-329al; Fou tsou t’ong ki, T 2035, k. 5, p. 175b2-17; Fou tsou 
tai t’ong tsi, T 2036, k. 4, p. 504c8-505b2). He appears again in the lists of siddhas (cf. G. Tucci, A 
Sanskrit Biography of the Siddhas and some questions connected with Nagarjuna, Jour, and Proc. of the 
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Question. - How is it that only the conditioned dharmas ( samskrtadharma or samskara) are impermanent 
{anitya) whereas ‘all’ dharmas are non-self ( andtman )'.? 

Answer. - Unconditioned dharmas (asamskrtadharma), being without causes ( ahetuka ) or conditions 
(i apratyaya ), do not arise and do not cease. As they do not arise and do not cease, they are not said to be 
impermanent. 

Furthermore, one cannot produce attachment of mind (cittdbhinivesa) or error ( vipaiyasa ) toward 
unconditioned dharmas; this is why they are not said to be impermanent ( anitya ) but they can be said to be 
non-self ( andtman ). People say that the atman is eternal ( nitya ), universally extended ( vydpin ) and endowed 
with knowledge (jnanin); this is why [the sutra] speaks of non-self in regard to ‘all’ dharmas,. 

[5. Santam nirvanam], - Peacefulness is nirvana because the fire of the three poisons ( trivisa ) and the 
threefold degeneration is destroyed in it. This is the seal of peace ( sdntamudrd). 

Question. - Why does the seal of peace apply to only one dharma [namely, nirvana] and not to several? 

Answer. - In the first seal, it is a matter of the five aggregates (pancaskandha ); in the second seal, it is a 
question of all dharmas, qualified as non-self; in the third seal it is a question of the fruit ( phala ) of the first 
two, [namely, nirvana]: it is called the seal of peace. 

[By saying] that all the formations are impermanent ( sarvasamskara anitydh), the five outer objects of 
enjoyment ( bdhyakdmaguna ) considered as belonging to a self (dtmfya ) are destroyed. [By saying] that all 
dharmas are without self ( sarvadharma andtmdnah), the inner self ( adhydtman ) is destroyed. The ‘I’ and 
the ‘mine’ being destroyed, there is santam nirvanam. 

Considering the impermanence of the formations ( samskdrdnityatd ), the yogin experiences disgust 
(nirveda) for the suffering of the world but, while knowing this disgust and this suffering, he remains 
attached to the view of the svamin, the sovereign entity “capable”, he says, ”of having this thought”. - This 
is why there is a second seal of the Dharma (dharmamudra): the yogin knows that all dharmas are without 


Asiatic Soc. of Bengal, XXVI, 1930, p. 138-155). In turn, the Tibetan historians introduce him into the 
Nalanda cycle: Bu-ston (II, p. 123, 135) and make him the teacher of Nagarjuna, whereas Taranatha (p. 
85-86) gives him as student of and successor to Aryadeva. 

It is not impossible that Nagarjuna would have cited him, but death prevented him from 
referring to the works of his close or distant successors such as Aryadeva or Rahulabhadra. The first was 
certainly his disciple and the Sdtakas of which he was the author, while remaining in the lineage of the 
teacher, show a style and concerns that are quite different. 

The Trade, which loosely quotes Nagarjuna’s Mfdamadhyamakdrikds, Aryadeva’s Sataka , and 
Rahulabhadra’s Stotra, is not therefore the work of Nagarjuna but, as has already been suspected by P. 
Demieville, “the work of Sarvastivadin adepts of the Lesser Vehicle converted to the Greater Vehicle of 
the Madhyamika school” (JA, 1951, p. 282). 

Otherwise, if the chronology presented here is correct, if the activity of Nagaruna is placed in 
the middle of the 3 rd century and that of Aryadeva between the end of the 3 rd and the beginning of the 4 th 
centuries, the compilation of the Trade should cover the first decades of the 4 th century of our era 
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self ( sarvadharma anatmanah). Analyzing the five aggregates ( skandha ), the twelve bases of 
consciousness (dyatana), the eighteen elements ( dhdtu ) and the twelve causes ( niddna ) inwardly and 
outwardly ( adhydtmabahirdhd) to look for a svamin, he does not find any. And as the latter does not exist, 
all dharmas are without self and are inactive. - Recognizing this, the yogin stops his futile proliferation 
( prapanca ) and, having no other refuge ( nisraya ), he takes refuge only in cessation ( nirodha ): hence the 
seal of santam nirvanam. 

Question. - In the Mahayana it is said: “Dharmas do not arise, are not destroyed and have but one single 
nature ( ekalaksana ), viz., the absence of nature ( alaksana ).” 391 Why is it said here that all conditioned 
dharmas are impermanent and that that is a seal of the Dharma? Are these two teachings not contradictory 
(virodhaft [222c] 

Answer. - To consider impermanence ( anityatd) is to consider emptiness ( sunyatd). If one considers form 
(rupa) as momentary ( ksanika ) and impermanent ( anitya ), one knows that it is empty ( sunya ). The past 
substance (atitam rupam), being destroyed, it is invisible ( adrsya ) and thus without the nature of substance. 
The future substance ( andgatam rupam), not yet being born, is without activity, without function and 
invisible, thus without the nature of substance. The present substance (pratyutpanna rupam ) also is without 
duration, invisible and non-discernible, thus without the nature of substance. Absence of substance is 
emptiness; emptiness is non-arising and non-cessation. Non-arising ( anutpdda ) and non-cessation 
(i anirodha ), arising ( utpdda) and cessation ( nirodha ) are in reality ( tattvena ) one and the same thing. The 
explanation can be both developed ( vistara ) and summarized ( samksepa ). 

Question. - We accept that past and future substances, being invisible, do not have the nature of substance. 
But present substance is visible as long as it lasts. Why do you say that it does not have the nature of 
substance? 

Answer. - Present substance also does not have any duration (sthiti). As I have said in regard to the four 
smrtyupasthanas (p. 1163F), every dharma, the nature of cessation of which we see after the event (pascdt ), 
must clearly possess this nature of cessation from its birth ( utpdda ) but, as it is subtle ( suksma ), we do not 
recognize it. 

[If the duration of conditioned dharmas were a stable duration, there would never be cessation.] Let us 
suppose there is a man who is wearing sandals (pddukd): if these were new from the very first day, they 
would never wear out; afterwards (pascat ), they would always be new and there would be no ageing. 
Having no ageing, they would be eternal ( nitya ). From the fact of this eternity, there would be no sin 
(dpatti ) and no merit {punya ): 392 and, as there would be no more sin or merit, the usual rules of the 
Buddhist Path ( mdrga ) would be overturned ( viksipta ). 


391 Pancavimsati, p. 164,1. 8-9 (T 223, k. 4, p. 242c2-4; k. 8, p. 278c 1-2): Sarva ete dharma... 
ekalaksana yadutdlaksandh. 

392 Qf Madh. vrtti, p. 324: If action did not exist in itself ( svabhdvata ), it would certainly be eternal 
because existence in itself is not susceptible to modification. Thus action would never be accomplished. 
Action is what necessarily requires the activity of a free agent. But [if you presuppose eternity], it is not 
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Furthermore, since the natures of arising and cessation ( utpddabhahgalaksana ) always go along with the 
formations ( samskara ), there is no period of duration. If there were a period of duration, there would be 
neither arising nor cessation. 

This is why present substance has no duration and, in duration, there is no arising or cessation, for duration 
reduced to a single moment ( ekaksane sthitih) is characteristic of the formations (samskara). 

This is the Dharma ‘of unhindered penetration’. This is how the Dharma is to be recollected. 

7. Other qualities of the Buddhist Dharma 


Furthermore, there are two kinds of Dharma: 393 i) the Buddha’s speech (buddhavacana), namely, the Three 
Baskets ( tripitaka ), the twelve-membered Buddha’s words (dvadasdhgabuddhavacana) and the eighty-four 
thousand articles of the Dharma ( caturasfti dharmaskandhasahasrani ); ii) the meaning of the Dharma 
(i dharmartha ) preached by the Buddha, namely the eightfold noble Path (drydstdngamdrga) with [its three 
elements], discipline (sila), concentration (samddhi), wisdom (prajnd) and the fruit of deliverance 
(vimuktiphala) of nirvana. 

The yogin should first recollect the speech of the Buddha and then recollect the meaning of the Dharma. 

1) Recollecting the speech of the Buddha. - 

The Buddha’s speech is beautiful, marvelous, truthful and of great usefulness. The Buddha’s speech is both 
profound (gambhira) and not very profound; profound because it has in view the true nature 
(bhutalaksana)\ not very profound because it is skillfully formulated. His repetitions are faultless because 
each has its significance. 

The speech of the Buddha rests on four bases and is adorned with four qualities: i) wisdom (prajnd), ii) 
truth (satya), Hi) equanimity (npeksd), iv) cessation (nirodha). 

It is irrefutable because it uses four ways of responding to questions ( prasnavydkarana ): 394 i) responding in 
a categorical way (ekdmsena vydkaranam), ii) responding by distinguishing (vibhajya vydkaranam), iii) 
responding by means of a question (pariprcchdvydkaranam), iv) responding by not answering (sthdpanfya 
vydkaranam). 


explained. Why? Because an eternal entity cannot be accomplished (yasmdt kriyate na hi sdsvatam). 
That which possesses a real existence is ‘eternal’. That which is real eludes accomplishment (karana) 
and consequently does not depend on a cause. Even without having accomplished good or bad action, 
every person would be rewarded. 

393 See above, p. 1074F seq. 

394 See references above, p. 158F, n. 2. 
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The words of the Buddha are either permissions followed by prohibitions, or prohibitions followed by 
permissions, or permissions not followed by prohibitions, or prohibitions not followed by permissions. 
These four methods are in harmony and are not contradictory. 

The speech of the Buddha, which has the [true] nature of things, is free of futile proliferation (prapanca ); 
being expressed rationally, it suppresses any commentary on existence and non-existence. 

The speech of the Buddha is in accord with the absolute ( paramartha ) and, [223a] even when it speaks 
about conventional things ( samvrtidharma ), it is faultless, for it is not in contradiction with the twofold 
truth [absolute truth and conventional truth]. 

The speech of the Buddha aims at the good (hita): to the pure man, it addresses gentle words; to the impure 
man, harsh words. But whether they are gentle or harsh, they are alike without fault ( nirdosa ). 

The speech of the Buddha is in accord with the holy Dharma ( saddharmam anuvartate), but is not attached 
to it ( saddharma ndbhinivisate ). 395 It is the foe of impure laws but experiences no haughtiness toward 
them. It criticizes many things but does not blame anything. It praises the Dharma in multiple ways but 
remains without any support ( apratisthdna ). 396 

There is nothing to be added to and nothing to be removed ( anundnadhika ) from the speech of the Buddha: 
whether it is summarized ( samksipta ) or developed ( vistirna ), it is good at the beginning (ddau kalyana ) 
and good throughout. 

The speech of the Buddha is abundant, but the flavor of the meaning ( artharasa ) is not abated: It attracts 
people’s hearts but does not allow them to get attached ( sariga ); its sublimities are varied but they inspire 
no fear in anyone. It has its extensions everywhere but fools (bald) cannot understand it. 

The speech of the Buddha has different extraordinary ( adbhuta ) effects; it can make men’s hair stand on 
end ( romaharsa ) so that they sweat, become breathless and are terrified; it can also make the gods become 
angry so that their cries fill the ten directions and they shake the earth in six ways. It can make people 
attached to the world forever to leave it and others who are not attached to it, rejoice. 

Wrong-doers who hear the speech of the Buddha become sad and tormented by their wrong-doings; good 
people, mindful ( smrtimat ) and energetic (dtapin), enter the Path. For those who hear it, it is as if they were 
tasting ambrosia (amrtarasa), ‘good at the beginning, good in the middle and good at the end’ (ddau 
kalyana, madhye kalyana, paryavasdne kalyana). 

Furthermore, in the great assemblies, each person wants to hear something, and the Buddha answers him 
with a single sound ( ekasvarena ). 397 Each makes sense out of it and each thinks the Buddha has spoken for 


395 Cf. the Kolopamasutra cited above, p. 64F, n. 1 to which the Trade will return later (k. 31, p. 
290c22, 295b29; k. 85, p. 657a2. 

396 On the Dharma without any support, see VimalakTrti, p. 270-271; Suramgamasamddhi, p. 187-188. 

397 A belief characteristic of Indian Buddhism that has its extension into China. The subject has been 
masterfully explained by P. Demieville in Hobogirin (Butsugo, p. 207-209; Button, p. 215-217). The 
Trade makes only a brief allusion to it here, but will return to it later (k. 30, p. 284a-b). 
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him alone. 398 In the great assemblies, whether the listener is far or near, the sound reaches him with the 
same intensity; it fills the trisdhasramahdsdhasralokadhdtu and reaches innumerable universe in the ten 
directions. The beings who are to be converted ( vaimyasattva ) hear it, those who are not to be converted do 
not hear it. It is as if a thunderbolt ( asani ) struck the earth: the deaf ( badhira ) do not hear it but those who 
hear it understand what it is. 


The Buddha preached the Dharma in various ways (cf. VimalakTrti, p. 109-110) and notably by 
a single sound ( ekasvarena ) or by vocal emission in a single moment ( ekaksancivdguddhdrena ). This 
sound expresses the Dharma in its entirety, reaches all the universes of the ten directions, rejoices the 
minds of all beings and destroys the negative emotions. Each hearer, according to his level and 
capability, understands it and believes that the Buddha preached it for him alone. 

The doctrine of the single sound was already formulated in some sects of the Lesser Vehicle. 
The Vibhajyavadins produced a stanza of praise of the Buddha (tsan fo song ) cited in the Vibhasa (T 
1545, p. 410al6; T 1546, k. 41, 306c24; T 1547, k. 9, p. 482cl6): “The Buddha uses a single sound to 
enunciate the Dharma and then beings, each according to his category, understand it. All say: The 
Bhagavat uses the same language as I do, that is why he enunciates a certain meaning for me alone.” - 
For the Mahasamghikas as well, the Buddha enunciates all dharmas by means of a single sound (cf. 
Bareau, Sectes, p. 58, thesis 4). 

But the Sarvastivadins (Bareau, ibid., p. 145, thesis 54) rejected this doctrine and the Vibhasa (T 
1545, k. 79, p. 410b25) comments that the previously cited stanza does not belong to the Tripitaka and 
gives (p. 410c8-9) a toned-down interpretation of it: “Even though the sounds of the Buddha are 
numerous and varied, they are equally useful, and that is why they are said to be one single sound.” 

The Mahayanasutras enthusiastically adopted the doctrine of one single sound. 

The Prajnaparamita considers the single sound to be a secondary characteristic of the 18 th 
laksana, ‘the brahmic voice’, and places it in its list of anuvyanjanas: cf. Pancavimsati, T 223, k. 24, p. 
396b5; T 220, vol. VI, k. 381, p. 968c26-27; Cheng t’ien wang, T 231, k. 7, p. 723cl; Jen wang jou 
kouo, T 246, k. 2, p. 842c29 

Avatamsaka, T 278, k. 60, p. 787a27; T 279, k. 30, p. 164M8-19; k. 34, p. 182b4-5; k. 52, p. 
275c23-24; k. 73, p. 401 al 1; k. 80, p. 443c28; Dasabhumika, p. 79,1. 27-29; Bhadradarlpranidhana, v. 

30 (= T 293, k. 39, p. 843bll). 

Ratnakuta, T 310, k. 62, p. 361b8-10; K. 100, p. 593bl8; k. 102, p. 573M7-18; 
Bodhisattvapitaka, T 316, k. 16, p. 819a2. In the same collection, Pitaputrasamagama, T 320, k. 3, p. 
928a8-15: “Each one sees the Buddha face-to-face, that is an exclusive quality (avenikaguna) difficult to 
conceive. The pure Dharma is preached by a single sound, sometimes fully, sometimes abbreviated, and 
each one according to his mental aspirations, understands it...; each according to his destiny and his 
category makes sense of it...” 

SukhavatTvuha, T 364, k. 2, p. 3 3 3b 12-21. 

Great Parinirvana, T 374, k. 10, p. 423cl0-14; T 375, k. 9, p. 665a2. 

VimalkakTrti, p. 108-110; 342. 

Allusion to the passage of the Pancavimsati commented on above, p. 525F. 
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These are the various ways of recollecting the speech of the Buddha. 

2) Recollection of the meaning of the Dharma. 

What is the meaning of the Dharma ( dharmdrtha )? It is faith (sraddha), morality ( sfla ), generosity ( tydga ), 
learning ( sruta ), concentration ( samddhi) and wisdom ( prajnd) constituting the Path, all the good dharmas, 
and also the three seals of the Dharma ( dharmamudra ) already discussed above (p. 1368F) in regard to 
penetration (prativedha ): “All conditioned dharmas are impermanent; all dharmas are without self; peaceful 
is nirvana.” This is the meaning of the Buddha’s Dharma. 

These three seals cannot be attacked by any scholar ( upadesdcdiya ) and, no matter how many the tirades, 
no one can transform this nature of things (dharmata), not even if one transforms cold (sita) into heat 
(nsna). 

The nature of things ( dharmata) is irrefutable. And, supposing that one could harm space (dkdsa ), these 
seals of the Dharma cannot be assailed. The saint (diya) who knows this threefold nature of dharmas eludes 
controversial [223b] subjects ( vivddasthana ) that all rest on wrong views ( mithyddrsti ). In the same way, 
the person endowed with sight ( caksusmat ), seeing blind men (, andha ) arguing about various colors, has 
pity on them and smiles but does not argue with them. 

Question. - In the system of the sravakas, the Buddha spoke about four truths, [the four noble Truths]; in 
the Mahayana, there is only one truth, [absence of nature]. Why now speak of three truths, [the three seals 
of the Dharma]? 

Answer. - The Buddha spoke of three realities ( tattva ), the seals of the Dharma ( dharmamudra), but when 
one understands them, they make four, and when one summarizes them, they make one: 

a. Impermanence ( anitya ) is the account of the truth of suffering ( duhkhasatya), the truth of the origin 
( samudayasatya ) and the truth of the Path ( pratipatsatya ). 

b. Non-self (, andtman ) is the account valid for every dharma. 

c. Peace-nirvana (santam nirvanam) is the truth of the cessation of suffering ( nirodhasatya ). 

Furthermore, conditioned dharmas are impermanent because they arise and perish from moment to 
moment. Depending on causes and conditions ( hetupratyaydpeksa ), they have no independence 
(i asvatantra ). Being without autonomy, they are non-self (andtman). Since they are impermanent, non-self 
and without nature ( alaksana ), the mind does not become attached to them. As there is no nature or 
attachment, there is santam nirvanam. Thus, although it is said in the Mahayana that “dharmas do not arise, 
do not perish and have but a single nature, namely, the absence of nature” 399 , this absence of nature 
(alaksana) is precisely Santam nirvanam. It is the object of the concentration recollecting the Dharma 
(dharmanusmrtisamddhi), the object of knowledge ( jndndlambana ) that exhausts all the qualities of the 
bodhisattvas and pratyekabuddhas. 


399 See above, p. 1376F, n. 1. 
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Question. Why does the recollection of the Buddha ( buddhanusmrti ) have as object (alambate ) only the 
qualities of asaiksa present in the Buddha’s body? Why does the concentration of the recollection of the 
Community ( samghdnusmrtisamddhi ) have as object the dharmas of the saiksa and asaiksa present in the 
bodies of the Buddha’s disciples ( buddhasrdvaka )? And why are all the other good pure dharmas 
(, kusalanasravadharma ) the object (alambana ) of the concentration on the recollection of the Dharma 
(dharmdnusmrtisamadhi)! 400 

Answer. - It was Kia-tchen-yen-ni-tseu (Katyayanlputra) who said that, but [we others], the Mahayanists, 
say this: 

i) The object of buddhanusmrtisamadhi is the qualities ( guna ) and magical powers (rddhibala) used by the 
Buddhas of the three times and the ten directions, and all the Buddhas in general during the perod from 
their first production of the mind of bodhi (prathamacittotpdda ) until the disappearance of their holy 
Dharma ( dhannavipralopa ). 

ii) The object of dharmdnusmrtisamadhi is: a. the words of the Buddha ( buddhavacana ); b. the meaning of 
the Dharma ( dharmdrtha ) preached by the Buddha. [The words of the Buddha] form a single metre (pdda ), 
a single stanza ( gdthd) up to the eighty-four thousand articles of the Dharma (catursiti 
dharmaskandhasahasrdni). [The meaning of the Dharma preached by the Buddha] is the good dharmas 
(, kusaladharma ), faith ( sraddhd), morality (sila), generosity ( tydga ), study ( sruta ), concentration ( samadhi ), 
wisdom ( prajnd), etc., up to and including nirvana-without-residue ( nirupddisesanirvdna ). 

Hi) The object of samghdnusmrtisamddhi is the Community of bodhisattvas, pratyekabuddhas and 
sravakas, the Communities and qualities ( guna ) of all the other saints (drya) excluding the Buddha. 401 


III. RECOLLECTION OE THE COMMUNITY 


400 y| lc objector puts forth here the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasika theories on the threefold taking of refuge. 
One takes refuge in the dharmas of the asaiksa or the arhat which constitute a Buddha and not in the 
material body ( rupakdya ) of the Buddha which remains that of a bodhisattva. One takes refuge in all the 
Buddhas and not in one single Buddha. One takes refuge in the dharmas of the saiksa and the asaiksa 
which constitute the Samgha, the latter including among its members non-arhats and arhats. One takes 
refuge in the Dharma, i.e., in pratisamkhyanirodha or nirvana. These theories are explained in Vibhasa. T 
1545, k. 34, p. 177a seq.; Kosa, IV, p. 76-79; Nyayanusara, T 1562, k. 38, p. 555c seq.; Abhidharmadlpa, 
p. 125-127. 

Kosakarika, IV, v. 32 says: Buddhasamghakardn dhanndn asaiksdn ubhaydms ca sah / 
nirvanam caiti saranam yo ydti karanatrayam: 

“He who takes the triple refuge takes refuge in the dharmas of the asaiksa which make up the 
Buddhas, in the dharmas of the two kinds [dharma of the asaiksa and of the saiksa] which make up the 
Samgha, and in nirvana.” 

401 The Buddha does not appear in the recollection of the Samgha because he is recollected separately. 
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Recollection of the Community ( samganusmrti ). - “The Community of disciples of the Buddha 
(,srdvakasamgha ) is completely endowed with the discipline element ( silaskandhasampanna ), is completely 
endowed with the concentration element ( samadhiskandha ), the wisdom element ( prajnaskandha ), the 
deliverance element ( vimuktiskandha ), and the ‘knowledge and vision of deliverance’ element 
( vimuktijndnadarsanaskandha ). 402 It includes the four pairs of individuals ( catvari purusayugani) or the 
eight individuals ( astau purusapudgalah). It is worthy of alms (daksimya), worthy of homage ( pujamya ), 
worthy of veneration ( arcinfya ). It is the supreme field of merit for the world ( anuttaram punyakustram 
lokasya).” 

The yogin should recollect the Community celebrated by the Buddha in these words and meditate on the 
qualities ( guna ) of the sravakasmgha, the pratyekabuddhasamgha and the bodhisattvasamgha making up 
the Holy Community (dryasamgha). 

1. Community endowed with the five pure skandhas 


The perfection of these five elements ( skandlwsampad) has already been discussed above (p. 1349F). 

Question. - These five elements have already been used to praise the Buddha. Why use them again here to 
praise the Community? [223c] 

Answer. - Here the praise of this perfection is about the five pure elements ( cmdsmvaskcmdha ) insofar as 
they are possessed by the disciples. 

The perfection is of two kinds: i) real perfection (bhiitasampad); ii ) nominal perfection ( ndmasampad ). If 
one praises the perfection to be obtained or already obtained by the disciples of the Buddha, 403 this is 
nominal perfection. If one has in mind the perfection of the Buddha, this is real perfection. 

Furthermore, here the praise [of the Community of disciples] is made in order to distinguish it from the 
heretic ( tfrthika ) communities, wandering monks (pravrajita ) and lay people ( grhastha ). 

The communities of heretics and lay people boast of their prosperity, their nobility or their power. The 
communities of wandering monks boast about their wrong views ( mithyddrsti ), their asceticism 
(i duskacarya), their ties ( sanga ), their wisdom ( prajna), their teachings ( upadesa ) and their critics ( vivdda). 
Here, in recollecting the community of monks, speaking about discipline (slid), concentration ( samddhi ) 
and wisdom (prajna) would not be enough. This is why the Buddha himself celebrates all the qualities 
(guna) of the sravakasamgha, its origins (maula), its establishment (dvastha ), the perfection of its discipline 
(sflaskandhasampad) and so on up to the perfection in knowledge and vision of deliverance 
( yimuktijnanadarsanaskandhasampad ). 


402 jhese five anasrvaskandhas are not mentioned in the canonical formulation of the samghanusmrti. 

403 jhe Samgha actually includes both saiksas and asaiksas in its ranks. 
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Based on the discipline element ( silaskandhdsrita ), the Samgha is unshakeable (cicala). - It bends the bow 
of concentration (samadhidhanus). - It lets fly the arrow of wisdom ( prajnesu ). - It destroys the enemies, 
the disturbing emotions ( klesdmitra ) and obtains deliverance ( vimukti ). - It produces knowledge ( jnana ) 
and vision ( darsana ) in regard to this deliverance. 

In the same way, a strong man (balavdn purusah) first makes his feet steady, bends his bow, lets fly the 
arrow and destroys his enemy. He frees himself thus from a twofold fear: he avoids offending the king and 
he escapes from the dangers of battle. Knowing and seeing precisely that his enemies have been destroyed, 
he experiences joy ( muditd). 

This is why we use the five [pure] elements to praise the Community. 

2. Community worthy of offerings, etc. 


The Community is ‘worthy of offerings’ (daksimya) thanks to the perfection of the qualities ( gunasampad) 
represented by these five [pure] elements. 

Just as a rich, noble and powerful person is extolled by the people, so the Community of the disciples of the 
Buddha, who hold the power of discipline (sila), concentration (samadhi), wisdom (prajnd) wealth 
(adhyata ), 404 deliverance (vimukti), knowledge and vision of deliverance (vimuktijnanadarsana), this 
Community, I say, is ‘worthy of offerings’ (daksimya), ‘worthy of homage’ (pujamya), ‘worthy of 
salutation’ (anjalikaramya), ‘worthy of veneration’ (arcamya). 

3. Community, the best field of merit 


The Community is ‘the best field of merit for the world’ (anuttaram punyaksetram lokasya). 

There are two types of patrons ( ddnapati ): the poor (daridra) and the rich (ddhya). The poor ddnapati is 
rewarded for his homage (vandana), his signs of respect (satkdra) and his eagerness (pratyutdgamana ) 
toward the Community. The rich ddnapati is rewarded, not only for his homage, his signs of respect and his 
eagerness toward the Community, but also for his gifts in kind (dmisaddna). This is why he Community is 
‘the best field of merit of the world.” 

Worked, plowed, planted at the proper time, watered and freely irrigated, a good field (suksetra) 
necessarily gives an abundant crop. It is the same for this field of merit, the Community. The plow of 
wisdom ( prajnahala) is used to plow up the roots of the fetters (samyojanamfda); the four immeasurables 
(apramdnacitta) are taken to break it up and soften it; the ddnapati sows the seeds of faith (sraddhd) and of 
generosity (ddna); he waters it with the water of the recollection of generosity (tyagdnusmrti), respect 


404 jhi s mention of wealth is completely misplaced. 
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(satkdra ) and pure mind (visuddhacitta). In the present lifetime (ihajanma) or in the next lifetime 
(parajanamani ), he obtains an immense worldly happiness ( apramdnalaukikasikha ) and obtains the fruits 
of the three Vehicles (ydnatrayaphala). 

[Avadana of Bakkula]. - Thus, at the time of the Buddha Pi-p’o-che (Vipasyin), the bhiksu Po-kiu-lo 
(Bakkula) offered a a-li-ld (harltakl) fruit to the Community. For ninety-one kalpas he enjoyed happiness 
among gods and men. He was never sick. And today, having met the Buddha Sakyamuni, he went forth 
from [224a] home ( pravrajita ), destroyed his impurities (, ksmasrava ) and became arhat. 405 


405 Anavataptagathha, ed. Bechert, p. 144-145; tr. Hofinger, p. 227-229; Fo wou po ti tseu, T 199,p. 
194bl6-cll; Mulasarv. Vin., GilgitMan., Ill, part 1, p. 192-193, and T 1448, k. 17, p. 82c5-28: 
Bandumatyam rajadhyanyam gdndhiko ‘ham ... glanam abhijnanami tdvatkdlikam apy aham. Transl. - 
In the capital of Bandhumatl, I was once the owner of a hardware shop and, at the time of Vipasyin, I 
invited the community of monks. During the Rains, the Community was invited, but nobody asked 
anything of me, except for one monk who begged for a single myrobalan ( harftaki ). For ninety-one 
kalpas, 1 had not a single bad destiny. See how useful was the reward for this gift of medicine! I have 
enjoyed much happiness for having done this small meritorious action. Having given this single 
myrobalan, I rejoiced for a long time in the heavens. Then, by virtue of the residue of my action, I have 
obtained a human birth, and I do not remember having accepted, while I was saiksa, the least offering in 
the kingdom. My life-span [was one hundred and sixty years] during that existence and, in all that time, I 
do not remember having suffered any illness. 

The Traite will return later to this bhiksu: cf. k. 24, p. 238a5; k. 29, p. 27lb 18; k. 38, p. 341c3. 
This is a well-known monk called Bakkula, Vakula and Vdkula in Sanskrit; Bakkula , Bdkula and Vakkula 
in Pali. The name means ‘Two families’ ( dvakkula, dvikkula ): actually, during his last lifetime, Bakkula 
had taken birth in a wealthy family in KausambI, but when his nurse was bathing him in the Yamuna, he 
was swallowed by a fish. The animal was sold to the wife of a merchant in Benares and when she opened 
the fish, she found the baby alive. She wanted to adopt him but the true parents of the child reclaimed 
him. The king cut through the dispute by declaring that the child henceforth belonged to the ‘two 
families’. At the age of eighty, Bakkula met the Buddha, entered into the monastic order and, after seven 
days, attained the state of arhat. He lived for eighty more years, clothed in rags and tatters, declining any 
offering of food and refusing to preach even a stanza of two pddas. The Buddha designated him as the 
foremost of those free of sickness and with few desires. After his death, a stupa was built for him. Later, 
during his well-known pilgrimage of holy places, the emperor Asoka, contrary to his well-known 
generosity, placed a single piece of gold on the funerary monument of the arhat, but the latter had had so 
little desire that the protector spirit of the stupa refused the gold piece. 

The sources on Bakkula are very numerous, and here are the main ones: 

Pali sources. - Majjhima, III, p. 124-128; Anguttara, I, p. 25; Theragatha, p. 29; Apadana, p. 28- 
330; Commentaries on the Majjhima, IV, p. 190-197; on the Anguttara,I, p. 304-310; on the Theragatha, 
p. 87; on the Apadana, p. 481-483; Milinda, p. 215-217. 
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[Avaddna of Kotivimsa ]. - Thus, at the time of the Buddha Vipasyin, the sramana Eul-che-yi (Kotivimsa) 
built a house ( layana ), covered the floor with rugs ( dusya ) and offered it to the Community. For ninety-one 
kalpas he enjoyed happiness among the gods and among men. His feet did not tread on the ground. When 
he was born, on the soles of his feet (pddatala) he had hair two inches long, soft and fine ( romani 
dvyangulani mrdusamsparsdni subhdni). Seeing this, his father rejoiced and gave him twenty koti ounces 
of gold. Kotivimsa saw the Buddha, heard the Dharma and became arhat. Of the disciples, he was foremost 
in exertion (arabdhavTrydndm agryah ). 406 


Sanskrit sources. - Mahakarmavibhanga, p. 75 (where Bakkula is given as the son of 
Dharmayasas, king of Kasmir); Divyavadana, p. 396. 

Chinese sources. - Hien yu king, T 202, k. 5, p. 385b5-386a4; Vibhasa, T 1545, K. 181, p. 
906c-907a; Fen pie kong to louen, T 1507, k. 4, p. 45cl7-46a28; Tchouwei mo kie king, T 1775, k. 3, p. 
359bl0; King liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 37, p. 201al-9 (transl. Chavannes, Contes, III, p. 229-230). 

406 Cf. Anavataptagatha, ed. Bechert, p. 116-127; tr, Hofinger, p. 207-210; Fo wou po ti rseu, T 199, p. 
191c24-192al6; Mlilasarv. Vin., GilgitMan., Ill, part ip. 181-182, and T 1448, k. 19, p. 80al-26; Pali 
Apadana, p. 2898, copied closely from the Sanskrit stanzas (cf. Hofinger, l.c., p. 208 as note): 
Cdturdisasya samdhasya mayaikam layanam krtam ... arhattvam ca maydpraptam sTtiblmto ‘smi 
nirvrtah. 

Transl. - I built a single house for the community in the capitalof Bandhumati, at the time of 
Vipasyin. I spread out scattered carpets over the floor of this house and then, with joyous mind and 
happy spirit, 1 uttered the following vow: May I serve the perfect Buddha and receive ordination! May I 
reach nirvana, supremely peaceful and unageing! By virtue of this merit, I have transmigrated for ninety- 
one kalpas; as god or as man, by the strength of my merit, I was well known. Then, thanks to the residue 
of my action, in the course of my last lifetime I was born at Campa, the only son of a high nobleman. 
When he learned of my birth, my father uttered the following: “I will give this child a fortune of twenty 
kotis.” On the soles of my feet I had hair four inches long, fine, soft to touch, beautiful, like cotton-down. 
For the ninety-one kalpas that passed, I do not remember having set my bare foot on the ground. I have 
served the Leader of the caravan, the perfect supreme Buddha. I have attained arhathood; I am cool and 
at peace. 


The Traite will return three times (k. 26, p. 253b8-9; k. 29, p. 271b20-21; k. 32, p. 301bl3) to 
this sramana Kotivimsa, whose full name was Srona-kotl-vimsa, in Pali Sona-kolivlsa. He came from a 
rich family in Campa, capital of Bengal. Summoned to Rajagrha by king Bimbasara, he met the Buddha 
there and having heard the preaching of the Teacher, he asked for and received ordination as a monk. He 
retreated to the Sltavana to meditate but did not succeed in concentrating himself. Restless and 
tormented, he walked to and for so long and so hard that the especially tender soles of his feet became 
lacerated and bled profusely. The Buddha came to find him and preached the VTnupamovadasutra to 
teach him to moderate his ardor and temper his exertion. On this occasion he authorized Kotivimsa to 
wear furred boots and soon extended this favor to all the bhiksus. This anecdote is told in all the 
Vinayas: Pali Vin, I, p. 179-185 (cf. Anguttara, III, p. 374-379); Mahlsasaka Vin. T 1421, k. 21, p. 
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Since gifts as small [as those of Bakkula and Kotivimsa] produce such great fruits of retribution 
(vipdkaphala), [the Community] is called ‘the best field of merit for the world’. 

4. Community consisting of four pairs and eight classes of individuals 


“In the Community, there are four pairs of individuals (catvari purusayugani) or eight classes of 
individuals ( astdupurusapudgalah ).” 407 


145al3-146bl5; mahasamghika Vin., T 1425, k. 31, p. 481a2- 182al; Dharmagupta Vin., T 1428, k. 38, 
p. 843bl2-145a25; Sarv. Vin., T 1435, k. 25, p. 183al5-b3; Miilasarv. Vin., T 1447, k. 2, p. 1055cl4- 
1056al5; T 1450, k. 16, p. 184b25-187c20. 

The Buddha proclaimed Kotivimsa the foremost of those who practice exertion (Anguttara, I, p. 
24). According to the Si yu ki (T 2087, k. 11, p. 934c-935a), this sramana made a statue of Maitreya in 
sandalwood, worked miracles and conversions in Konkan where Asoka dedicated a stupa to him. 

Srona-koti-vimsa should not be confused with the arhat Srona Kotrkama, in Pali Sona 
Kotikanna, the foremost of the fine orators ( aggam kalyanavakkarananam), disciple of Mahakatyayana 
and apostle of Avanti. 

407 i n contrast to the prthagjana ‘the worldly’, the dryas who have entered onto the Path and who make 
up the holy Community, are arranged into various groups: 

A. TWO GROUPS: the saiksa ‘those who are still in training’ and the asaiksa ‘those who no 
longer train’, i.e., the arhat ‘saints’. 

B. EIGHT GROUPS OF INDIVIDUALS ( astdu purusapudgalah), namely: 

1. Prathamaphalapratipannaka, candidate for the first fruit of the religious life. 

2. Srotadpanna. 

3. Dvitfyaphalapratipannaka, candidate for the second fruit. 

4. Sah-ddgamin. 

5. Trtfyaphalapratipannaka, candidate for the third fruit. 

6. Andgamin. 

7. Arhattvaphalapratipannaka , candidate for the fruit of arhat. 

8. Arhat. 

C. FOUR PAIRS OF INDIVIDUALS ( catvari purusayugani) formed by the eight preceding 
groups taken in pairs. 

D. TWENTY-SEVEN INDIVIDUALS, made up of eighteen types of saiksa ( astddasa saiksdh) 
and nine types of asaiksa ( navdsaiksdh). 

The eighteen types of saiksa are: 

1. Prathamaphalapratipanna, candidate for the first fruit. 

2. Srotadpanna. 

3. Dvitfyaphalapratipanna, candidate for the second fruit. 
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4. Sakrdagamin. 

5. Tritfyaphalapratipanna. 

6. Anagamin. 

7. Arhattvaphalapratipanna, candidate for the fruit of arhat. 

8. Sraddhdnusarin, pursuing [the truth] because of faith. 

9. Dharmanusarin, pursuing [the truth] by means of dharmas, i.e., the twelve-membered 
Scripture. 

10. Sraddhadhimukta, convinced by faith. 

11. Drstiprapta , in possession of the speculative view. 

12. Kulamkula (Pali: kolankola), passing from family to family [among gods and men and 
attaining nirvana after two or three rebirths]. 

13. EkavTcika (in Pali ekabijin ; in Chinese yi tchong for Kuarajfva, yi kien for Hiuan-tsang), 
separated from nirvana [by one rebirth]. 

14. Antaraparinirvayin, [anagamin obtaining] nirvana in the intermediate existence. 

15. Upapadyaprinirvdyin, [anagamin obtaining] nirvana as soon as he is reborn. 

16. Sabhisamskaraparinirvayin, [anagamin obtaining] nirvana with effort. 

17. Anabhisamskaraparinirvayin, [anagamin obtaining] nirvana effortlessly. 

18. Urdhvasrotas, [anagamin] with upward movement. [Not obtaining nirvana in the place 
where he is reborn on leaving Kamadhatu, but moving upward to the Akanistha or in Bhavagra]. 

The nine kinds of asaiksa are: 

19. Parihdnadharman, [arhat] likely to fall 

20. Cetanddharman, [arhat] likely to end his existence 

21. Anuraksanadharman, [arhat] likely to keep [what he has acquired] 

22. Sthitdkampya, [arhat] likely to remain [in the fruit] and not moving 

23. Prativedhandbhavya, [Arhat] likely to penetrate effortlessly into the Unshakeables. 

24. Akopyadharma, unshakeable [arhat not likely to fall] 

25. Cetovimukta, [arhat] possessing deliverance of mind 

26. Prajndvimukta, [arhat] delivered by wisdom 

27. Ubhayatobhdgavimukta (kong kiai t ’o for Kumarajlva; kiu kiai t’o for Hiuan-tsang), [arhat] 
doubly delivered [from the obstacle of the disturbing emotions ( klesdvarana ) and the obstacle opposing 
the eight liberations ( vimoksavarana )]. 

The Pali sources did not fix the number of individuals at twenty-seven, but they were aware of 
them and have given definitions for them. 

For nos. 1 to 7, see, e.g., Samyutta, V, p. 202. - For nos. 8 to 11, see Dlgha, III, p. 105; 
Majjhima, I, p. 478-479; Anguttara, I, p. 64. - For nos, 12 and 13, see Samyutta, V, p. 205; Anguttara, I, 
p. 233;IV, p. 380-381; Nettippakarana, p. 189. - For nos. 14 to 18 (five types of anagamin), see Dlgha, 
iii, p. 237; Samyutta,V, p. 70, 237, 285, 314, 378; Anguttara, IV, p. 14, 15, 146, 380; V, p. 120. - For 
nos. 26 and 27, see Dlgha, II, p. 71; Majjhima. I, p. 439, 477; Samyutta, I, p. 191; Anguttara, I, p. 73; IV, 
p. 10. 77. For the group, cf. Puggalapannatti, p. 14-16; Nettippakarana, p. 189-190. 
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It is due to these eight noble individuals (astav aiyapudgalah) that the Buddha speaks of it as the ‘best field 
of merit for the world’. 

Question. - [In the Daksinlyasutra] the Buddha said to the vaisya Ki-kou-tou (Anathapindada): “In the 
world there are two fields of merit ( punyaksetra ), the saiksas and the asaiksas.” 408 [According to this same 
sutra, “the saiksas are eighteen in number and the asaiksas are nine in number.” 409 Why then does the 
Buddha, in the present passage speak only of eight [noble individuals]? 

Answer. - In the place where the Buddha was explaining at length ( vistarena ), he spoke of ‘eighteen plus 
nine’; but here, where he is summarizing ( samksepena ), he mentions only eight. However, these twenty- 
seven are included (samgrhlta) in these eight: 

1-2) The sraddhanusarin and the dharmanusarin are included in the srotaapattiphalapratipannaka, or in the 
sakrdagamiphalapratipannaka, or in the anagamiphalapratipannaka. 

3) The kulamkula is included in the sakrdagamiphalapratipannaka. 

4) The ekavlcika is included in the anagamiphalapratipannaka. 

5-9) The five kinds of anagamin, [namely, i) antaraparinirvayin, ii) upapadyaparinirvayin. Hi) 
sabhisamskaraparinirvayin, iv) anabhisamskaraparinirvayin, v) urdhvasrotas] are included in the 
arhattvaphalapratipannaka. 


The list of the twenty-seven individuals is one of the masterpieces of the 
Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasika Abhidharma which, with the help of the canonical sources, has located them 
precisely along the Path to nirvana: Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 77, p. 397a; k. 53, p. 274c-277b; 
Samyuktabhidharmasara, T 1552, k. 6, p. 910c-914a; Abhidharmamrta, T 1553, k. 1, p. 973a27-c26 
(reconstr. By Sastri, p. 85-88); Kosa, VI, p. 193-217, 2541-255, 277. 

The Prajnapmaramitas have used the preceding sources broadly to establish their twenty 
categories of saints, but - and this is essential - the end-pont of the career is no longer the entry into 
nirvana but the arrival at the state of Buddha by the conquest of anuttarasamyaksambodhi. 

The description of this career may be found in the Pancavimsati, p. 60-73 (transl. Conze, p. 33- 
41) and the Satasahasrika, p. 266-281; a short description is in Abhisamayalamkara, I, v. 23-24 (transl. 
Conze, p. 11-13); clear and precise definitions in Aloka,p. 35-36 (transl. Obermiller, Analysis, I, p. 51- 
56). 

Later (k. 54, p. 447a), the Traite will return to these categories of saints. 

The Vijnanavadins also had a list of the traditional twenty-seven types of individuals: 
Abhidharmasamuccaya, ed. Pradhan, p. 88-91 (T 1605, k. 6, p. 689al0-c24; T 1616, k. 13, p. 754bl0- 
755c28). 

408 Daksinlyasutra in the Tchong a han (T 26, k. 30, p. 616a8-ll) corresponding to Anguttara, I, p. 62- 
63. 

409 Ibid. p. 619al 1-13, cited in Kosavyakhya, p. 566,1. 25-26. 
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10-11) When they pass into the path of meditation (bhdvandmdrga), the sraddanusarin and the 
dharmanusarin are given the names of sraddhadhimuktika and drstiprapta. This sraddhadhimuktika and 
drstiprapta are included in the [first] fifteen classes of Saiksas. 

The nine fields of merit [of the asaiksa] are included in the arhattva. 

5. Other qualities of the Community 


1) Moreover, the yogin should recollect the Community [by saying}: the Community are my true 
companions ( sahdyaka ) on the way to nirvana. Joined with it in the same discipline and the same vision, I 
should be joyful, respect it wholeheartedly, follow it and not be in opposition to it. Previously I had bad 
people as my companions, women, sons, slaves, etc.: they accompanied me in the three bad destinies 
(durgati ). Now that I have noble people (diyapudgala) as companions, I go in safety to nirvana. The 
Buddha is like the king of physicians ( vaidyardja ), the Dharma is like good medicine ( bhaisajya )) and the 
Community is like a nurse ( gldnopasthdyaka). 410 I must obtain pure discipline ( visuddhasila ) and right 
thought (yoniso mansikara ). I must undergo the medication prescribed by the Buddha. The Community is 
the sole means for me to cut through the sickness of the bonds ( bandhanavyddhi ): it is my nurse. This is 
why it is necessary to recollect the Community. 

2) Furthermore, the Community has immense perfections of discipline, concentration and wisdom 
( silasamadhiprajndsampad ) and the depth of its virtues cannot be plumbed ( durvigdhya ). 


THE DANAPATI WHO EXCLUDED THE SRAMANERAS FROM HIS 
INVITATION 411 


410 Classical comparison which will be repeated below, p. 1407F. Later (k. 85, p. 657bl2-14), the 
Trade explains: “The sick man should seek the good physician and the medicinal herb. The Buddha is 
the good physician; the good roots ( kusalamula ) are the medicinal herb; the good friend ( kalydnamitra ) 
is the nurse. Furnished with these three things, the sick man is quickly cured.” 

Kosa, VI, p. 294 and Kosavyakhya, p. 606: Vaidyabhuto Bhagavdn anuttaro bhisak salyaharteti 
sorted, dharmabhaisajyadaisikatvdc ca. bhaisajyabhuto dharmah klesavyddhibhaisajyatvdt. 
nirvdndrogyasamprdpakatvdc copasthdyakabhutah samgho nirvdndrogyaprdptayeparasparopasthdndt : 
“The Blessed One is physician, for the sutra (Tsa a han, T 99, k. 15, p. 105a-b; Kosavyakhya, p. 514) 
calls him ‘the supreme physician who pulls out the arrows’ and because he preaches the medicine of the 
Dharma. The Dharma is medicine because it remedies the sicknesses of the passions. Finally, because it 
brings about the peace of nirvana, the Community is the nurse, for its members support one another in 
order to obtain the peace of nirvana.” 

411 We have already noted several times a certain number of borrowings by the Trade from the 
Kalpandmanditika by Kumaralata or from its Chinese recension, the Ta tchouangyen louen king (T201), 
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Thus a noble wealthy banker ( sresthin ) who had faith in the Community ( samghe prasannah) said to the 
steward (vaiydvrtyakara) 4u of the Samgha: “I invite the monks in order [of seniority] to dine with me.” 
Day after day, he invited them in order; but when the day came for the turn of the novices ( srdmanera ), the 
steward did not allow them to accept the invitation. The sramaneras said: “Why do you not allow us to 
accept the invitation?” He replied: “ Because the patron [224b] ( ddnapati ) does not like to invite the young 
monks.” Then he spoke this stanza: 

Bearded men with hair white as snow 

Whose teeth have fallen out and whose faces are wrinkled, 

Who walk bent over with decrepit bodies: 

Those are whom the danapati likes to invite. 

Now these sramaneras were all great arhats. Like lions struck on the head, they leaped up from their seats 
and spoke these stanzas: 

This danapati is a stupid man: 

He sees forms and does not see virtues. 

He neglects the young 

And receives only decrepit ancient men. 

Moreover, the Buddha has uttered these gathas: 

The one who is called Venerable 

Is not necessarily old. 

There are old men, decrepit, bearded and with white hair. 


better known under the name of Sutralamkara by Asvaghosa. In this regard, see the Gopalakavadana 
(above, p. 146-152F), the ‘Complete gift of Kama the painter’ (p. 672-675F), ‘Asoka and the bhiksu with 
the sweet breath’ (p. 695-698F), the Saddantajataka (p. 716-718F), the Nigrodhamogajataka (p. 972- 
975F), etc. The anecdote of the ‘Danapati excluding the sramaneras from his invitation’, an anecdote that 
will be told in the following pages, is taken directly from the Kalpanamandika, ed. H. Liiders, p. 139- 
140, or from the Ta tchouangyen louen king, 3 rd narrative, k. 1, p. 261al9-262c3 (transl. E. Huber, 
Sutralamkara, p. 22-30). The translation of the Traite is closer to the Kalpandmanditikd than to the 
Sutralamkara. Few works have been as thoroughly studied as this said Sutralamkara of Asvaghosa, and 
it is rather surprising to note that the important loan made here by the Traite has not yet been 
acknowledged. 

412 Vaiydvrtyakara, or also vaiydprtyakara, vaiydpatyakara ; in Pali veyyavaccakara : see Edgerton, 
Dictionaiy, p. 511; Mochizuki, Enc., p. 2254b. 
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Who have ‘grown old in vain’ ( mohajirna ) and inwardly are without virtue. 413 
He who, abandoning the fruits of wrongdoing and of merit. 

Energetically pratices continence 
And renounces everything, 

He is truly called Venerable. 414 

Then the sramaneras had this thought: “We should not passively look at this danapati who measures good 
and evil in the Samgha.” And they again spoke these stanzas: 

Our hearts remain unchanged 

Under praise and blame; 

But this man denigrates the Buddha and the Dharma: 

We cannot help but instruct him. 


Let us go quickly to his dwelling-place 
To teach him the Dharma. 

It would truly be a great pity 
If we did not save him. 

Then all the sramaneras changed their bodies and became transformed into old men. Their beards and hair 
were white as enow; their heavy eyebrows covered their eyes ( bhrulamabhir avagunthitdksa); their skin 
was wrinkled like waves; their spine was bent like a bow ( dhanur iva vakraprstha) and they walked leaning 
on a stick (yastivisaktapdni). According to their turn (, anukramena ), they received their invitation and 
started out, all faltering with unsteady pace: one would have said they were white poplars shaken by the 
wind. 415 

Seeing them coming, the danapati rejoiced, went to meet them, greeted them and made them sit down. 
When they were seated, they resumed their youthful foms. Startled, the danapati said to them: 

These distinguished old men 

Have recovered their youth 


413 Dhammapada, v. 260; Udanavarga, XI, v. 11, p. 189. 

414 Dhammapada, v. 267; Udanavarga, XI, v. 12, p. 189; Mahavastu, III, p. 422. 

413 cf. the fragment of the Kalpanamandika, p. 138: Te sarve 

palitavidyotitasirogandapdrsvabhndomabhir avagunthitdksi... dhanurvakkraprstvvamsd 
yastivisaktapdnayah pavanabalapracalitd supuspitdh sindhuvaritagulmah. 
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As if they had drunk the elixir of youth; 416 
How does such a miracle come about? 

The sramaneras said to him: “Do not feel any fear or doubt; we are not demons ( amdnusa ). You wanted to 
measure ( pramamkartum ) the Samgha, and that is very dangerous. Out of pity for you, we have manifested 
these transformations. The noble Samgha which you claim to know deeply is immeasurable ( apramdna ) 
for, as it is said: 

[224c] Then it would be possible to sound the depth of the sea 
With the fine proboscis of a mosquito; 

But among gods and men 

There is no one who is able to measure the Samgha. 417 


The Samgha cannot even be singled out 
According to its qualities and its nobility, 

And you claim to be able 

To measure the great virtuous ones according to their age. 


Great and small alike produce knowledge: 

It is not found [exclusively] among the old or among the young. 

If he is wise, brave and energetic 
Even a young man is an Elder ( sthavira ). 

If he is lazy and without wisdom 
Even the old man is but a child. 

In wanting to measure the Samgha today, you have committed a great fault. If somebody wanted to sound 
the depth of the great ocean (: maharnavam avagahitum ) with his finger-tip (, angulyagra ), he would be the 
laughing-stock of the sages. 

[Dahamsutra]. - Have you not heard the Buddha say: “There are four things that, small as they are, cannot 
be mistaken ( catvdro dahara iti ndvajneydh ): i) the crown prince ( kumdra ), young as he may be, will be 
king of the country and cannot be despised; ii ) the snake ( uraga ), small as it may be, kills people with its 

416 ibid., p. 139: Rasdyanam ivaprdsyapunar bdlatvam dgatdh. 

417 Ibid., p. 139: Apy eva gddham varundlayasya svatundasucya masako labheta na tv eva lokah 
sacardcaro ‘yam samgha... “ Perhaps a mosquito could reach the bottom of the sea with its proboscis; 
but the entire universe with its beings, mobile and immobile, [can never sound] the Samgha.” 
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venom and cannot be desspised. iii) a small fire, if it is badly tended, is able to bum down the forest and 
cannot be despised; iv) the sramanera, young as he is, is able to attain the noble supernatural powers 
(diydbhijnd) and absolutely cannot be despised.” 418 

[Amrasutra], - The Buddha also said: “There are four kinds of individuals like the mango ( catvdra ima 
dmropamdh purusdh ): /') a mango that is green but seems to be ripe (dmam pakvavarni), ii) a ripe mango 
that seems to be green (pakvam dmavarni); iii) a green mango that seems to be green (dmam dmavarni), iv) 
a ripe mango that seems to be ripe (pakvam pakvarni J.” 419 

It is the same for the disciples of the Buddha ( buddhasrdvaka ): i) some are endowed with noble qualities 
(dryagunasamanvdgata), but by their postures ( frydpatha) and their speech (vacana) do not seem to be 
good people; ii) others seem to be good people by their postures and their speech, but they are not endowed 
with good qualities; iii) still others do not seem to be good people by their postures and their speech and 
they are not endowed with noble qualities; and finally, iv) others seem to be good people by their postures 
and speech and are endowed with noble qualities. 

Why do you not remember these words and want to measure the Samgha? By wanting to hurt the Samgha, 
you hurt yourself. 420 You have committed a great fault; it is a thing of the past and it cannot be blamed in 
retrospect. Therefore return to wholesome thoughts, send away doubts ( samsaya) and regrets (kaukrtya) 
and listen to these stanzas that we address to you: 

The noble Samgha is immeasurable, 

Difficult to understand in its positions ( Tryapatha ). 

It cannot be measured either on the basis of its background ( kula ) 

Or on the basis of learning ( bahusruta ), 

Or on the basis of majesty (anubhdva) 

Or on the basis of age ( vayas) 

Or on the basis of its bearing 

Or on the basis of eloquence ( vagvisuddhi ): 421 

The noble Samgha is a great ocean 

Daharasutta in Samyutta, I, p. 68-70 (cf. Tsa a han, T 99, no. 1226, k. 46, p. 334cl3-334b8; Pie tsa 
a han, T 1000, no. 53, k. 3, p. 391c2-392a25; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 25, p. 683b26-c6). 

419 Ambanisutta in Anguttara, II, p. 106-107 (cf. Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 17, p. 634a 17-b 17). 

420 The Kalpanamanditika, p. 139 is slightly different: Ksanyatepudgalah pudgalasyapramanam 
udgrhnan: “The person who takes the measure of another person hurts himself.” This is a canonical 
dictum: cf. Anguttara, III, p. 350,1. 6; 351,1. 14; V, p. 140,1. 20; 143,1. 17: Khannati h’Ananda 
puggalo puggalesu pamdnam ganhanto. 

421 Kalpanamanditika, p. 139: Neiydpthena na kidena na ca srutena na... na vayasd na ca 
vdgvisuddhyd sakyam pramatum iha kenacid aryasamghah. 
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The qualities of which are very deep. 


The Buddha has praised this Samgha in hundreds of ways. 
Whatever little one gives, it produces abundant fruit. 

This third jewel enjoys wide renown; 

This is why one should venerate the Samgha. 422 


[225a] There should no distinction made between old and young 
Learned or unlearned, light or shadow, 

In the same way that a man seeing a forest does not distinguish 
Between the campaka, the eranda or the sala trees. 

When you meditate on the Samgha 

Avoid making distinctions berween fools and saints. 


When Mahakasyapa went forth from home 

His garment was worth a hundred thousand gold pieces; 

Wishing to wear the lowly garb of a beggar, 

He sought for rags and tatters but found none. 423 


422 ibid., p. 139: Tam tustuvepadasatataih svayam eva buddhoyatralpam apy upakrtam bahutam 
upaiti. Ratnam trtiyam iti yatprathitam prthivyam arcyah sa Sakyamunisisyaganah samagrah: “The 
Buddha himself praised this Samgha in hundreds of phrases. Even a small service given to it increases. 
Known on earth by the name of the Third Jewel, this entire group of disciples of Sakyamuni is worthy of 
being honored.” 

423 i n the Civarasutta in Samyutta (II, p. 219-222), Mahakasyapa says that in order to become a monk, 
he had a patapilotikdm sanghati made, ‘an undergarment made of pieces of cloth’. According to he 
Commentary of Samyutta (II, p. 180), Kasyapa meant the samghati which was made by cutting up his 
garments of great value (Iti maharahani vatthhani chinditva katam sanghdtim sandhdya patopilotikdnam 
sa a ghdtin ti vuttam). The Buddha admired the quality of the material: Mudukd kho tydyam Kassapa 
patapilotikdnam sanghati. “That is why”, continues Kasyapa, “I made a gift to the Blessed One of my 
undergarment made of pieces of cloth, and I replaced them with the hempen rags use by the Blessed 
One” (So khv dham patapilotkdnam sanghdtim Bhagavato pdddsi, aham pana Bhabavato sdndni 
pamsukulani nibbasandno patipajjim). 
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It is the same for the noble Samgha: 

If one looked there for the lowliest field of merit. 

The donor would still be rewarded a hundred thousand times. 
What is more, the search would fail, for it cannot be found there. 


The Samgha is a great sea 
Whose moral discipline is the shore. 

If an immoral ( duhsila ) monk were to be found there 
He would end up by not being counted in the number of the monks 
For the Samgha is like the great ocean 
Which refuses the company of corpses.” 424 

Hearing these words and seeing the magical pwer (rddhibala) of the sramaneras, the danapati became 
frightened and his hair stood on end. Joining his palms together, he said to the sramaneras: “Holy ones, I 
confess my sin (apattim pratidesayami ): I am but a common man ( prthagjana ) and my mind is always 
following after sin. I have a small doubt and would like to question you.” And he spoke this stanza: 

The great virtuous ones have broken through doubt 

And I have met them today. 

If I did not consult them 

I would be the fool among fools. 

The sramaneras said: “If you wish to ask, then ask; we will aswer according to what we have learned.” 

The danapati asked: “Which is more meritorious, pure faith (prasannacitta ) toward the Jewel of the 
Buddha or pure faith toward the Jewel of the Samgha?” 425 


In the corresponding sutra in the Samyuktagama (Tsa, T 99, k. 41, p. 303b22; Pie tsa, T 100, k. 
6, p. 418b6), it is stated that Kasyapa’s samghati was worth one hundred thousand ounces of gold. 

According to the legend related above (p. 190-196F), Kasyapa actually remains at Rajagrha 
within the Grdhrakutaparvata. He is clothed in the robes of the Buddha and must hand them over to the 
future buddha, Maitreya. 

4-4 xhe great ocean has eight wonderful extraordinary qualities, one of which is not being able to 
cohabit with corpses: Mahdsamuddo na matena kunapena samvasati; yam hoti mahasamudde matam 
kunapam, tarn khippam neva tiram vdheti thalam ussdreti : cf. Vinaya, II, p. 237; Anguttara, IV, p. 198, 
201; Udana, p. 53,55. See also Dasabhumika, p. 97,1. 9-10. 
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The sramaneras answered: “We see no difference between the Jewel of the Samgha and the Jewel of the 
Buddha. Why?” 


[Udaya and Sundarikasutta} 426 - The Buddha was begging his food one day in Sravasti. There was a 
brahmin from the P’o-lo-to-che clan ( Bhdradvdja ) who lived there. Several times the Buddha went to his 
him to beg alms. The brahmin had the following thought: “Why does this sramana come repeatedly as if he 
were a creditor (r«a)?” 427 

Then the Buddha spoke these stanzas: 

The seasonal rains always fall anew. 

The five grains always grow anew. 

The fields are cultivated always anew, 

The harvest is reaped always anew. 


One takes rebirth always anew, 
And one dies always anew. 


425 a scholastic problem to which there are three theses: 

1) The gift to the Buddha and the gift to the Samgha each give a great fruit of retribution: 

Theses 170 and 171 of the Theravadins (Bareau, Sectes, p. 233; Kathavatthu, XVII, 9-10, p. 553-556. 

2) The gift to the Buddha does not give a great fruit of retribution because, having entered 
nirvana a long time ago, the Buddha cannot enjoy the gift made to him and because the Buddha, in the 
passage in which we are interested here, has defined the Samgha as ‘the best field of merit for the world’: 
Thesis 5 of the Vetullakas (Bareau, Sectes, p. 255; Kathavatthu, XVII, 10, p. 555-556); Thesis 21 of the 
Mahlsasakas (Bareau, ibid., p. 185). 

3) The gift to the Samgha does not give a great fruit of retribution because the Samgha is lower 
in merit than the Buddha and because the Sutra (Majjhima, III, p. 254) gives the Buddha as the best field 
of merit: Thesis 4 of the Vetullakas (Bareau, ibid., p. 255; Kathavatthu, XVII, 9, p. 553); Thesis 1 of the 
Dharmaguptakas (Bareau, ibid., p. 192). 

See also Kosa, IV, p. 283, note; Nyayanusara, T 1562, k. 38, p. 558c. For the Traite, both kinds 
of gifts are equally fruitful. 

426 ]-[ ere the Traite is apparently combining two sutras from the Samyukta: 1) the Udayasutta of the 
Samyutta, I, p. 173-174 (Tsa, T 99, no. 1157, k. 42, p. 308a3-bl8; Pie tsa, T 100, no. 80, k. 4, p. 401bll- 
cl9) and 2) the Sundarikasutta of the Samyutta, I, p. 167-170 (Tsa, T 99, no. 1184, k. 44, p. 320b21- 
321a23; Pie tsa, T 99, no. 98, k. 5, p. 408b25-c26. 

427 Samyutta, I, p. 173-174: Savatthi nidanam. Atha kho Bhagavdpubbanhasamayam nivdsetvd 
pattacivaram dddyayena Udayassa ... Pakattho yam samano Gotamopunappuam dgacch ati ti. 
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But since the noble Dharma is realized always anew, 

Who therefore would be born or die always anew? 428 

Having heard these stanzas, the brahmin thought: “The Buddha is a great saint who has completetly 
understands my mind.” Shamefully, he took the alms-bowl (pdtra ), went back into his house, fdled the 
bowl with excellent food and offered it to the Buddha. [225b] The Buddha did not accept it and said: “I am 
being given this food for having spoken a stanza. I will not eat it.” 429 

The brahmin asked: “To whom should I give this food?” 

The Buddha said: “I see nobody among gods and men who can digest this food. Take it and throw it on the 
ground somewhere where there are few plants ( alpaharite ) or in the water where there are no insects 
(i aprdnaka udake ).” 430 

The brahmin followed the Buddha’s orders, took the food and threw it in the water where there were no 
insects. Immediately the water boiled; smoke and fire came out as though red-hot iron had been plunged 
into it. 431 

Seeing this, the brahmin was frightened and said: “It is extraordinary ( adbhuta ) that the magical power 
(rddhibala) contained in this food should be so great.” He returned to the Buddha, bowed down before the 
Buddha’s feet, confessed his sin (dpattim pratyadesayat), asked for the going-forth ( pravrajya ) and 
received the precepts ( sila ). The Buddha said to him: “Good! Come!” At that moment, the brahmin’s beard 
and hair fell off by themselves and he became a sramana. 432 Gradually he cut through his fetters 
(samyojana ) and attained the Bodhi of the arhats. 


428 Samyutta, I, p. 174. 

429 Samyutta, I, p. 168, where the Buddha answered thus: Transl. - “I cannot profit from the fact that I 
have chanted a stanza. The Buddhas refuse what is offered to them for having chanted a stanza. This rule 
is in force, O brahmin, wherever it is a question of the Dharma.” 

This stanza is also cited in Samyutta, I, p. 173; Suttanipata, p. 14, 85. - For gdthdbhigfta, see 
Edgerton, Dictionary, p. 50. 

420 Samyutta, I, p. 168-169: Atha kassa cdham imam havyasesam dammiti... vd chad dehi appdmake vd 
udake opildpehi ti. This is a stereotyped phrase: cf. Vinaya, I, p. 157. 158, 225, 352; II, p. 216; 

Majjhima, I, p. 13, 207; III, p. 157. 

421 Samyutta, I, p. 169: Atha kho... brahmano tarn havyasesam appcinake udake opildpasi... 
divasamtatto udake pakkhitto. 

432 [ n contradiction to the sources that it uses, the Traite has the brahmin being ordained by means of 
ehibhiksukd upasampadd, one of the four kinds of ordination mentioned in the Mahavastu, I, p. 2,1. 15. 
This is a quick ordination and undoubtedly the oldest form. The texts render it by the well-known 
formula: Sci Bhagavatd ehibhiksukayd dbhdsitah, shi bhikso cara brahmacaryam iti. Bhagavato 
vacavasdnam eva numdah samvrttah samghdtvpravrtah pdtrakaravyagrahastah 
saptdhdvaropitakesasmasrur varsasatopasampannasya bhiksor fryapathenavasthitah: “He was 
summoned with the phrase Ehi bhiksukd by the Blessed One who said to him: ‘Come, O monk, practice 
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[Daksinavibhangasutra], - There was also Mo-ho-kiao-t’an-mi (MahagautamT) who offered upper and 
lower precious robes, golden in color to the Buddha. Knowing that the Samgha could use them, the Buddha 
said to Gautami: “Give these upper and lower robes to the Samgha”. 433 

This is why we know that [the gift] to the Buddha Jewel and [the gift] to the Samgha Jewel are equally 
meritorious. 

The danapati asked: ”If the Samgha can direct and rceive the gifts made to the Buddha, why did the 
Buddha not permit the Samgha to eat the food of the brahmin Bharadvaja?” 


the religious life. ’ As soon as the Bhagavat finished speaking, the neophyte found himself with his head 
shaved, clothed in the monastic robe, a begging-bowl and a flask in his hand, with hair and beard that 
would have grown in seven days, similar in his posture to a monk ordained for a hundred years.” Cf. 
Divyavadana, p. 48, 281, 341, 558. 

433 Beginning of the Dakkhindvibhangasutta in Majjhima, III, p. 253: Ekam samayam Bhagavd akkesu 
viharati Kapilavatthusmim Nogrodhara dme. Atha kho MahdpajdpatTGotamTnavam dussayugam ... 
samghe te dinne ahan c ’eva pujito bhavissdmi samgho cati. Transl - One day the Blessed One was at 
Kapilavastu among the Sakyas, in the Nyagrodha monastery. Then MahaprajaptI, the Gautami, carrying 
two new robes, went to the Blessed One and, having approached, she bowed down to the Blessed One 
and sat down to one side. Seated to the side, she said: “Venerable One, this new cloth has been cut up 
and stitched by me for the Blessed One: may the Blessed One have compassion for me and accept this.” 
Then the Blessed One said to Mahaprajapatl the Gautami: “Gautami, give it to the Samgha, if you give it 
to the Samgha, I will be honored and the Samgha also.” 

This is Mahaprajapatl Gautami, born to Devadaha, of the Sakya Anjana. Her brothers were 
Dandapani and Suprabuddha and her sister was Mahamaya, mother of the Buddha. The latter had died 
eight days after the birth and Mahaprajapatl took the place of mother to the Buddha. Like her sister, she 
was the wife of Suddhodana to whom she had born a son, the handsome Nanda. The Buddha accepted 
his aunt into the Buddhist order with her five hundred companions. Her entry into nirvana, particularly 
glorious, has been noted above (p. 587-588F). According to some sources, Mahaprajapatl presented only 
one robe to the Buddha, a yellow robe with gold thread (Tchong a han, T 26, k. 47, p. 721c23-722a4); a 
robe of tie, i.e., linen (Fen pie pou che, T 84, p. 903b23-cl0); fine linen cloth, golden in color (Hien yu 
king, T 202, k. 12, p. 434a6-15); a vassikasdtikd, i.e., a rain-cloak (Milindapanha, p. 240). On the other 
hand, the passage from the Majjhima cited at the beginning of the present note speaks of a pair of robes 
(dussayuga ), and the Mahlsasaka Vin. (T1421, k. 29, p. 185b 17-23) also speaks of two new robes 
offered to the Buddha by Mahaprajapatl. The Buddha said to the latter: “You may give them to the 
Samgha and you will obtain a great fruit of retribution. 1 too count among the Samgha.” Finally, at his 
aunt’s insisting, the Buddha decided to share: “I accept one robe and I give the other to the Samgha.” 

This variation among the sources is probably explained away by scholastic reasons, for we have 
seen above (p. 1400F, n. 1) that the sects differed in opinion about the respective value of a gift to the 
Buddha and a gift to the Samgha, and the Buddha’s attitude to his aunt’s offering bears directly on this 
problem (cf. Kathavatthu, p. 553,1. 29-31; Nyayanusmara, T 1562, k. 38, p. 558c6-7, 19). 
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The sramaneras asnswered: “It was in order to bring to light the great power ( mahdbala ) of the Samgha. If 
[the brahmin] had not seen that this food, put into the water, had such great magical power 
(.maharddhibala ), he would not have known how great is the power of the Samgha, but since the Samgha is 
able to accept things offered to the Buddha, we know that the power of the Samgha is great. Thus, when a 
master physician ( bhaisajyaguru ) wants to try out a poisoned drug ( visausadhi ), he gives it first to a 
chicken ( kukkuta ); then, when the chisken has died, he swallows the poison himself so that we know how 
great is the power ( anubhdva ) of the master physician. Know then, O danapati: 

The person who loves and honors the Buddha 

Must also love and honor the Samgha 

There can be no distinction 

For both are equally ‘Jewels’. 

Then, hearing these words spoken, the danapati rejoiced and said: “From today on, I, so-and-so, will honor 
with an equal mind the young and the old who have entered into the ranks of the Samgha and I will avoid 
making distinctions.” 

The sramaneras said: “Since you honor the best field of merit (anuttara buddhaksetra) with faith, you will 
before long attain Bodhi. Why?” 

The learned ( bahusruta ), the virtuous ( sflavat ). 

The sages (prajnd) and the ecstatics ( dhydyin) 

All enter into the ranks of the Samgha 

Like the ten thousand rivers flowing into the sea. 


Just as all the plants and the medicinal herbs 
Grow on the Snowy Mountain (Himalaya), 
Just as the hundred grains and all the bushes 
Grow on the earth, 

[225c] So all good people 

Are found in the ranks of the Samgha. 


| Gosrhgasutra \. - Finally, have you not heard that one day the Buddha, apeaking to Tch ’ang (DIrgha), the 
general of the Yaksas ( yaksasnam ), praised the three good disciples A-ni-lou-t’o (Aniruddha), Nan-t’i-kia 
(Nandika) and Tch ’e-mi-lo (Kimbila)? The Buddha said [to DIrgha]: “If the entire world with its gods and 
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men thinks about these three sons of noble family ( etan trin kulaputran prasannacittenanusmaret) with 
faith, it will obtain immense benefits during the long night ( dirghardtram ).” 434 

It seems that it would be better still to honor the Samgha, for these three men did not constitute a 
Samgha, 435 and if the Buddha attributes such fruits to recollecting these three men, then how much more 
fruitful still to recollect he whole Sa a gha with pure faith. This is why, O danapati, one should recollect the 
Samgha with all of one’s strength. A stanza says: 

This group of holy people 

Is a formidable army: 

It destroys king Mara, our enemy; 

It is our companion on the way to nirvana. 


434 Culagosingasutta in Majjhima, I, p. 205-211 (Tchong a han, T 26, k. 48, p. 729b-731a). Being in 
Nadika in the Ginjakavasatha, the Buddha paid a visit to three of his disciples, Anumddha, Nandiya and 
Kimbila, who were meditating in the Gosingalavama. He congratulated these three monks for living 
together on the best of terms like a mixture of milk and water, looking after one another fondly. The 
friendly words between the Teacher and his disciples were interrupted by the arrival of the yakkha Dlgha 
Parajana who had come to greet the Buddha and who said: “Truly, it is a great benefit for the Vajji 
people (in Sanskrit (Vrji) that the Tathagata stays among them and that these three venerable disciples 
are also present.” It is then that that the Buddha answered Dlgha with the phrase alluded to here by the 
Traite : Sadevako cepi DTglm loko samdrako sabhahmako sassamanabrahmanlpaja ... 
sadevamanussdya dighaarattam hitdya suchdya. “If the world with its devas, maras and Brahmas, if the 
population with its monks and brahmins, with its gods and men, thought of these three sons of noble 
family with faith, that would contribute to the good and welfare of this world and this population during 
the long night [of samsara].” 

Sections of the Gosingasutta occur in Majjhima III, p. 155-157 and the perfect harmony 
(sdmaggi) between Anumddha, Nandiya and Kimbila is also noted in other places in the Canon: cf. 
Majjhima, I, p. 62; Vinaya, I, p. 350-352; II, p. 182. As for Dlgha Parajana, the yaksa general, he appears 
in the list of gods and semi-gods favorable to Buddhism: Atanatiyasuttanta (Dlgha, III, p. 205,1. 7). 

435 Indeed, they were only three, and there must be four in order to constitute a samgha according to the 
disciplinary rule: Tayo jand sambahuld ti vuccanti, tato param samgho : “Three people are said to be 
‘many’; more is a ‘samgha’ ” (Comm, of the Udana, p. 102). The Vinaya (I, p. 319-320) distinguishes 
three kinds of samgha according to whether it is composed of four, five, ten, twenty, or more than twenty 
bhiksus. For the proper procedure of ordination, the Samgha must be composed of a minimum of ten 
members ( dasavagga bhikkhusamgha). But the Buddha made exception for the frontier regions such as 
Avanti where monks were less numerous: in this district, five monks were enough to confer ordination 
(Vinaya, I, p. 197,1. 17-20). 
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Thus the sramaneras explained the holy qualities of the Samgha to the danapati in many ways. Having 
heard them, the danapati and his entire family, great and small, saw the four noble Truths (diysatya ) and 
attained the fruit of srotaapanna. 

This is why the samgha should be recollected wholeheartedly. 


IV. RECOLLECTION OE THE MORALITIES 


1. The various kinds of morality 


There are two kinds of morality (sda): i ) impure morality (sasravasila); ii ) pure morality ( anasravasila). 

Firstly, impure morality is of two kinds: i) the morality of discipline ( samvarasUa ); ii) the morality 
connected with the meditative stabilizations ( samddhisahdgatasila ). 436 

During his early practices, the yogin recollects these three kinds of morality. Having practiced all three, 
then he recollects only the pure morality ( anasravasila ). 

The morality of discipline ( samvarasila) prevents the sins (papa ) and corruption from gaining power. The 
morality of trance and concentration dissipates all the negative emotions ( klesa ). Why? 

When one has attained the inner happiness ( adhydtmasukha ) [of the meditative stabilizations], one no 
longer seeks worldly happiness (lokasukha). Pure morality (anasravasila) uproots the roots of sins (papa) 
and negative emotions (klesa). 

Question. - Why recollect the moralities? 

Answer. - As 1 have said above (p. 1393F) in regard the recollection of the Samgha, the Buddha is like the 
king of physicians (vaidyardja), the Dharma is like good medicine (bhaisajya), the Community is like the 
nurse ( glanopasthdyaka ) and morality is like submitting to the medical regime. The yogin says to himself: 
“If I do not fall in line with this obligation, the Three Jewels (triratna) will be of no use to me. If the guide 
(ndyaka) shows the good path but the traveler does not use it, that is not the fault of the guide.” 437 This is 
why I should recollect morality (sfla).“ 

Furthermore, morality is the support (adhisthdna) of all good dharmas. Just as the hundred grains and the 
medicinal plants grow depending on the earth, in the same way, observing pure morality produces great 
profound concentrations and the knowledge of the true nature (bhutalaksana). It is also the foremost gate 


436 Cf. Kosakarika, IV, 13: 

Avijnaptis tridhdjneyd samvarasamvaretara / 
samvarah prdtimoksdkhyo dhydnajo ‘ndsravas tathd // 

43 7 The guide is simply the one who indicates the path (margakhydyin): it is not up to him whether one 
follows his advice or not. Comparison already used by the Majjhima, III, p. 5-6. 
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(prathamadvdra ) for monastics (pravrajita ), the stick ( danda ) on which all monastics lean, the primary 
cause and condition ( hetupratyaya ) of reaching nirvana ( nirvdnadhigama ). As it is said: “Thanks to 
keeping morality, the mind is free of regret ( kaub-tya ), and finally deliverance ( vimukta ), nirvana, is 
attained.” 

2. Qualities of the Moralities to be recollected 


The yogin recollects pure morality ( visuddhasfla ). 

[According to the sutras]: “The faultless moralities (sfldny akhandani), the moralities without cracks 
( acchidrani ), the moralities without rifts ( asabalani ), the unvarying moralities ( akalamdsdni ), the liberating 
moralities ( bhujisydni ), the [226a] moralities without careless attachment ( apardmrstdni ), the moralities 
praised by the sages ( vijnaprasastani ) and without defects ( agarhitdni ) 438 are pure morality.” 

[7-2) Sfldny akhanddny acchidrani). - What are the faultless ( akhanda ) moralities? 

a. If, with the excepton of the four grave offenses formulated in the fivefold discipline (pancasfla ), one 
violates all the other serious precepts, this is a violation ‘with faults’ ( khanda ). The other wrongdoings are 
‘cracks ‘ ( chidra ). 

b. Moreover, the physical wrongdoings ( kdyikdpatti ) are called ‘defects’ and the vocal wrongdoings are 
called ‘rifts’. 

c. Finally, the great sins are called ‘defects’ (defeats?) and the small wrongdoings are called ‘cracks’. 

[2) Sfldny asabalani ]. - If the good mind ( kusalacitta ) is turned toward nirvana and prevents the fetters 
(samyojana) and the various faulty examinations ( vitarka ) and subtle analyses ( vicdra ) from gaining 
access, there is morality ‘without rifts’ ( asabaia ). 

[ 4 ) Sfldny akalmasani ]. - If the mind goes [alternately] in two directions, sometimes toward nirvana and 
sometimes toward samsara, there is ‘varying’ morality ( kalmdsa ). [If the mind goes exclusively toward 
nirvana, there is ‘unvarying’ morality ( akalmasa )]. 

[5) Sfldni bhujisydni ]. - Following morality, not following after external conditions ( bdhyapratyaya ), like 
the independent ( svatantra ) unfettered man, observing pure morality without being enslaved by desire 
( trsndddsya ), this is ‘liberating morality’ ( bhujisya ). 

[6) Sfldny apardmrstdni], - In the face of morality, the yogin does not undergo the fetter of lust ( rdga ), 
pride ( mdna ), etc. He knows the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of morality (silaninittani nodgrhndti). If he 
grasps the characteristics of morality, he would be like a prisoner held by manacles who, even after having 
been pardoned, remains attached to his golden manacles. The person attached [to his own morality] by the 


438 g ee ^ preliminary note to the present chapter, p. 1332F. Here Kumarajiva translates the canonical 
terms rather freely. The latter are explained literally in Visuddimagga, ed. Warren, p. 182-183. 
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passion of love is as if in prison: even if he manages to escape, he remains attached (sakta) to the morality 
like golden fetters. But the yogin who knows that morality is cause and condition for purity 
(, andsravahetupratyaya ) does not experience this attachment [to morality itself] and is liberated, free of 
fetters: this is what is called morality ‘without thoughtless attachment’ ( aparamrsta ). 439 

[7) Sildni vijnaprasastani ]. - These are the moralities praised by the Buddhas, the bodhisattvas, the 
pratyekabuddhas and the sravakas. If the yogin practices such morality, uses such morality, these are the 
moralities ‘praised by the sages’ ( vijnaprasasta ). 

The moralities of the heretics ( tirthikasila ) are the moralities of the bull ( gosfla ), the deer (mrgasild), the 
dog (, kukkurasila ), 440 the flesh-eating demons ( rdksasasfla ), the mute (mukasfla), the deaf (badhirasila ): 
these moralities are not praised by the sages; they are cruel and do not bring any good retribution ( vipdka ). 

Furthermore, among the three kinds of morality, pure morality ( andsravasfla ) is praised by the sages. It is 
indestructible, unchanging and, by depending on this morality, one obtains true wisdom: therefore it is the 
morality ‘praised by the sages’. 

Pure morality is of three kinds: it is, as the Buddha said, right speech ( samyagvdc ), right action 
( samyakkarmanta ) and right livelihood ( samyagdjvva ). 441 The meaning of this threefold activity has been 
explained (p. 1182F) in regard to the eightfold noble Path (drydstdngika mdrga). It is necessary to continue 
this explanation fully here. 

3. The position of morality among the Path members 


Question. - If morality is cause and condition for meditative stability ( samddhi ) and if meditative stability 
is cause and condition for wisdom (prajnd), why is wisdom placed at the beginning (ddau) of [the list] of 
the eightfold noble Path, morality at the middle ( madhye ) and meditative stability at the end 

(paryavasdne)'? 442 

Answer. - When one is starting out on a trip, it is the rule to first consider the path to travel with one’s eyes 
and then to travel. When one is traveling, one must be careful. While walking energetically, one always 


439 The Buddha several times has condemned the unjustified trust in the efficacy of rituals and vows 
(silavrataparamarsa ): cf. Vinaya, I, p. 184; Majjhima, I, p. 433; Anguttara, III, p. 377; IV, p. 144. 

440 Heretics having taken the vow of living in the manner of a given animal. Majjhima, I, p. 387 
mentions a Punna who was a govatika, a Seniya who was a kukkuruvatika, etc. See also Dlgha, III, p. 6- 
7; Comm. On the Majjhima, III, p. 100; Nettipakarana, p. 99. 

441 Majjhima, I, p. 301: Yd c ’dvuso Visakhci sammdvdcdyo ca sammakammanto yo ca sammd djivo, 
ime dhammd silakkhandhe sangahitd. 

442 This question has already been asked above, p. 838F. In the list of the eight members of the path, 
the first two constitute prajndskandha , the next three sflaskandha and the last three samddhiskandha. 
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recalls the advice of the guide. If these are remembered, one attentively follows one’s route without going 
off on false paths. It is the same for right view ( samyagdrsti ). 

1) First, with right wisdom, one considers the five aggregates of attachment ( upaddnaskandha ) which are 
always painful: this is what is called [the truth] of suffering ( duhkha ). Suffering is the result of a group of 
fetters ( samyojana ), affection ( anunaya ), etc.: this is what is called the origin ( samudaya ). The cessation of 
the fetters ( samyojananirodha ), affection, etc., is called nirvana. Considering the eight members ( astdhga ) 
in this way is called Path. All of that is [226b] right view ( samyagdrsti ). 

From that moment, the yogin whose mind is firm knows that samsara is false and should be abandoned, 
that nirvana is true and should be followed. This clear seeing of things (read kiue-ting = vyavasdya, 
nirnaya) is called right view ( samyagdrsti ). 

2) The yogin knows and sees these things, but the strength of his mind is not great and he is not yet able to 
start out on his journey. He reflects, calculates and stimulates the right view so that it may gain power. This 
is called right intention ( samyaksamkalpa ). 

5-5) His wisdom being fervent, he wants to express it in words. This is why he then practices right speech 
( samyagvdc ), right action ( samyakkanndnta ) and right livelihood ( samyagajiva ). 

6) At the time when he practices morality, he is energetic, without laziness, and never stops in the 
meditative stabilizations with form and without form ( rupdrupyasamddhi ). This is called right exertion 
(samyagvydydma). 

7) Using right view, he contemplates the four Truths ( catuhsatya ). He never forgets that all the disturbing 
emotions ( klesa ) are enemies ( amitra ) to be destroyed, that right view, etc., are friends to follow. This is 
called right mindfulness ( samyaksmrti ). 

8) He concentrates his mind on the four Truths without being distracted. He prevents it from being led 
toward the form and formless meditative stabilizations ( rupdrupyasamddhi ) but wholeheartedly moves 
toward nirvana. This is clled right meditation ( samyaksamddhi ). 


At the beginning [during the preparatory Path], the yogin obtains the good-impure ( kusalasrava ) good roots 
called heat ( usmagata ), summits ( murdhan ) and patience (ksdnti ), 443 which are developed in beginning, 
intermediate and final minds. 

When he penetrates into the pure mind ( andsravacitta ) [constituting the first moment of the Path of seeing], 
he is perfected quickly in one instant. 444 Here there is no distinction between initial, intermediate and final 
minds. 


443 Usmagata, murdhan, ksdnti and laukikagradharma are the four auxiliaries of the stage of 
penetration ( nirvedhabhdgiya ) of the Buddhist Truths and are practiced during the preparatory Path 
(prayogamdrga ) immediately preceding the Path of seeing the truths ( darsanamdrga ): see above, p. 
395F, n. 
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Right view ( samyagdrsti ) is associated with right conceptualizing ( samyaksamkalpa ), right effort 
( samyagvyayana ), right mindfulness (samyaksmrti), right concentration ( samyaksamadhi)-, and the 
threefold morality [consisting of samyagvdc, samyakkarmanta and samyagdjfva)] functions in 
concomitance with these five members (read won fen)'. 

1 ) Right view ( samyagdrsti ) distinguishes the beautiful and the ugly and deals with the good ( hita ). 

2) Right intention ( samyaksamkalpa ) deals with encouraging right view. 

5-5) Right speech ( samyagvdc ), etc., [namely, samyakkarmanta and samyagdjfva) maintains all the 
qualities ( guna ) of this wisdom so that they are not lost. 

6) Right effort ( samyagvydydma) encourages wisdom so that it advances rapidly and does not stop. 

7) Right mindfulness ( samyaksmrti ) recalls and never forgets the seven things to be done. 

8) Right concentration (samyaksamadhi ) makes the mind pure, free from stains ( kasdya ) and distraction 
( viksepa ). It assures the success ( siddhi) of right view and the seven [preceding] members. It is like a lamp 
(i dfpa) inside a house sheltered from the wind that burns brightly. 

In this way pure morality ( andsravasfla ) occurs in the eightfold noble Path and is praised by the sages 
(vijaprasasta). 

4. Impure morality 


Question. - We accept that pure morality ( anasravasila) must be praised by the sages; but why praise 
impure morality ( sdsravasfla )? 

Answer. - Impure morality is similar to pure morality and, in harmony with it, implements causes and 
conditions [for salvation]. This is why the sages praise it jointly. Suppose that, in a band of brigands, 
someone rebels and comes to confide in me. Brigand though he was, now he is coming to me and I must 
welcome him. I am able to use him to destroy the thieves. Why should one not remember that these thieves 
that are the negative emotions ( klesa ) are in the ramparts of the threefold world ( traidhatukanagara )? 

These roots of good ( kusalamfda ) constituting impure morality ( sdsravasfla ) that are called heat 
( usmagata ), summits ( mfrdhan ), patience ( ksdnti ) and supreme worldly dharmas ( laukikdgradharma) are 
indeed superior to other [good]-impure ( kusalasdsrava ) dharmas. This is why the yogin uses them: it is 
thanks to them that he can destroy the brigands that are the disturbing emotions {klesa) and that he can 
obtain the precious pure dharma (anasrvadharma) that is the duhkhe dharmajnanaksdnti. That is why [this 
impure morality] is praised by the sages. 


444 ■] ]-, c preparatory Path is followed by the Path of seeing the truths consisting of sixteen mind- 
moments. Starting with the first, i.e., the duhkhe dharmajnanaksdnti, the ascetic becomes an Arya, a 
candidate for the first fruit. See above, p. 1067F. 
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This is the recollection of morality (sdanusmrti). 


V. RECOLLECTION OE ABANDONMENT 


In regard to the recollection of abandonment ( tydganusmrti ), there are two kinds of abandonment ( tydga ): z) 
abandonment consisting of generosity ( ddnatydga ); it) abandonment of all the disturbing emotions 
(sarvaklesatydga). [226c] Abandonment consisting of generosity is of two kinds: z) material gifts 
(dmisaddna ); ii) gift of the Dharma ( dhannaddna ) or preaching. Altogether these three kinds of 
abandonment ( trividhatydgasdmagri) make up abandonment (tydga). 445 

1. Material generosity 


Material generosity (amisadana) is the root (mula) of all good dharmas. 

The yogin has the following thought: It is thanks to the first four recollections ( anusmrti ) that 1 will succeed 
in curing the sicknesses of the disturbing emotions ( klesavyddhi ). How am I going to get these four 
recollections? Now, in previous existences and in this present lifetime, the occasions of making gifts to the 
Three Jewels are rare. Why? In this beginningless universe (anddiko lokadhatu), beings are ignorant of 
generosity to the Three Jewels: this is why their merits ( punya) become exhausted and disappear. But the 
Three Jewels have immense qualities: this is why gifts made to them are inexhaustible and necessarily lead 
to nirvana. Furthermore, if the Buddhas of the past have first produced the mind, this was as a result of their 
numerous or less numerous gifts. And so the Buddha said that generosity is the first aid to Bodhi. 

Furthermore, human life is impermanent ( anitya ) and wealth ( dhana ) slips by like a flash of lightning. If 
they should be given even when people do not ask anything of you, then why would you not give them 
when they beg of you to give them? It is necessary to give in order to create conditions favorable to Bodhi. 

Furthermore, wealth is cause and condition for all kinds of disturbing emotions (klesa) and misdeeds 
(dpatti ), whereas morality (silo), concentration ( samddhi), wisdom (prajnd) and the various good dharmas 
are cause and condition for nirvana. Consequently, if one must rid oneself of one’s wealth [because it is 
dangerous], why not make a gift of it to the excellent field of merit ( punyaksetra )? 

[The two brothers who got rid of their gold], - Thus, there were two brothers, older and younger who, 
without companions, went on a voyage, each carrying ten pounds of gold. The older said to himself: “Why 
should 1 not kill my younger brother and take his gold? On this deserted path, nobody would know.” The 
younger, in turn, said to himself: “I should kill my older brother and take his gold.” The two brothers each 
had evil plans; their words and their looks differed. 


445 These kinds of generosity have been mentioned above, p. 700F. 
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But the two brothers came to themselves and felt remorse ( kaukrtya ): “How would we be any different 
from demons ( amanusya ) and beasts ( tiiyagoni )? We are brothers bom of the same parents and, for the 
sake of a little bit of gold, we are having such bad feelings for each other.” 

Together they came to the shore of a deep lake. The older brother took his gold and threw it intothe water. 
The younger brother said: “Good, good!!” and, in his turn, threw his gold into the water. The older brother, 
too, said: “Good, good!” 

The two brothers asked each other why they had said it was good and each answered the other: “Because of 
this gold, we had bad feelings and wanted to kill one another. Now that we are rid of our gold, we say that 
it is good and we both agree.” 

This is why we know that it is always necessary to renounce one’s wealth, the cause of bad feelings. Why 
then not give it away when, by giving it, one gains great merit ( mahapunya )? Thus it is said: 

Generosity is a precious treasure 

It is also a good friend ( kalyanamitra ). 

It is beneficial from one end to the other, 

There is nobody who can destroy it. 


[227a] Generosity is an umbrella of wondrous secrets: 
It can keep off the rain of hunger and thirst. 
Generosity is a solid vessel; 

It can cross the ocean of poverty. 


Avarice ( mdtsarya ) is a calamity: 

Because of it, one experiences sadness and fear. 
Bathing it with the water of generosity 
At once brings good fortune and happiness. 

The miser deprives himself of clothing and food; 

At the end of his life he has neither joy nor happiness. 
Although he is reputed to be rich. 

He is no different from the poor person. 
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The miser’s home 


Is like a burial mound or a tomb; 

The beggars keep far away from it 
And finally nobody comes near it. 

This is why the miser 
Is rejected by the sages. 

Even if the breath of life is not exhausted 
He is no different from a dead man. 

The miser has neither merit nor wisdom: 

He is not firmly resolved to give. 

About to fall into the pit of death. 

His love of saving changes into suffering and hate; 

Only his tears will depart with him, 

The fire of sadness and regret will burn his body. 

The good donor is happy 
And, after death, has no suffering. 

The person who practices generosity, 

His renown fills the ten directions. 

He is loved by the sages, 

Entering into their assemblies, he is not afraid. 

When his life over he is reborn among the gods 
And in time he will certainly gain nirvana. 446 

446 The last two stanzas are to be compared with Anguttara, III, p. 40: Dadampiyo bhajanti nam bahu 
...devanam sahavyagatd ramanti te. 

Their Sanskrit correspondent is in the Sanskrit Mahaparinirvanasutra, p. 189-190: Dadatpriyo 
bhavati bhajanti tarn jandh ... devanam svabhdvagatd ramanti te. 
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Condemning avarice (matsarya) in many ways and praising generosity ( dana ) is called ‘recollection of 
material generosity’ (amisadananusmrti). 

2. Generosity of the Dhanna 


How is generosity of the Dharma (, dharmadana ) recollected? 

The yogin has the following thought: The benefits of generosity of the Dharma are very great: it is because 
of generosity of the Dharma that all the disciples ( srdvaka ) of the Buddha have found the Path. 

Moreover, the Buddha said: “Of the two kinds of generosity, generosity of the Dharma is foremost.” 447 
Why? 

The retribution ( vipdka ) for material generosity (dmisadana) is limited whereas the retribution of 
generosity of the Dharma is immense. Material generosity is rewarded in the desire realm ( kamadhatu ) 
whereas generosity of the Dharma is rewarded in the threefold world ( traidhdtuka ) and also beyond the 
threefold world. 

If the ascetic does not seek glory ( sloka ), profit (, labha ) or power ( prabhdva ), if he exerts himself solely in 
the Path of the Buddhas and develops great loving-kindness ( mahdmaitn ) and great compassion 
(mahdkarund), if he saves beings from the suffering of birth, old age (jam), sickness (vyddhi) and death 
(: marana ), then this is ‘pure generosity of the Dharma’ ( visuddhadharmaddna ). Otherwise, it is only a 
business deal or a barter. 

Moreover, when material generosity is practiced widely, wealth is exhausted; on the other hand, when 
generosity of the Dharma is practiced widely, the Dharma grows. Material generosity that has existed for 
countless generations is an old habit; on the other hand, generosity of the Dharma which did not exist 
before the blossoming of the holy Dharma ( saddharma ) is something new. 448 

Material generosity remedies only hunger and thirst ( ksutpipdsd), sicknesses ( vyddhi ) of cold, heat 
(sftosna), etc.; generosity of the Dharma can drive away the sicknesses of the ninety-eight defilements 
(klesa). 449 [227b] 


Transl.: The donor is precious; people love him; he wins renown and his glory increases. He 
enters the assembly undisturbed, for the man who is without miserliness is fearless. This is why the wise 
give gifts, having effaced the stain of avarice and seeking happiness. Established for a long time in the 
heavens, they enjoy themselves in the company of the gods. 

447 Anguttara, I, p. 91, etc., cited above, p. 699F, n. 1. 

448 jhis consideration has already been developed above, p. 699-700F. 

449 The 98 anusayas: cf. Kosa, V, p. 9. 
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For all these reasons, a distinction is made between material generosity and generosity of the Dharma. The 
yogin should reollect the generosity of the Dharma. 

Question. - What is generosity of the Dharma ( dharmaddnaj? 

Answer. - Generosity of the Dharma is the fact of teaching others the twelve classes of texts preached by 
the Buddha ( dvddasdhgabuddhavacana ) 450 with a pure mind and in view of merit ( punya). 

Futhermore, generosity of the Dharma is also the fact of using magical power (rddhibala ) so that people 
may find the Path. Thus it is said in the Wang-ming p’ou-sa king (Jalimprabhabodhisattvasutra or 
Visesacintibrahmapariprccha): “People who see the brilliance of the Buddha find the path and are reborn 
among the gods.” 451 

Therefore if, without saying anything vocally, one brings others to find the Dharma, that is generosity of 
the Dharma. 

In this gift of the Dharma, the mental nature ( cittasvabhdva ) of beings, the greater or lesser number of their 
defilements ( klesa ), the sharpness ( tfksnatd) or dullness ( mrdutd) of their wisdom ( prajna) must be taken 
into consideration; it is necessary to be based on what can be useful to them in order to preach the Dharma 
to them. In the same way, the medicine ( bhaisajya ) is regulated for the sickness ( vyddhi ) for which it is 
efficacious. 

There are people who are especially lustful ( ragabahula ), especially hateful ( dvesabahula ), especially 
stupid ( mohabahula ), combining two of these tendencies, or mixing all three. For the lusful, contemplation 
of the horrible (, asubhabhdvand ) is preached. For the hateful, loving-kindness ( maitncitta ) is preached; for 
the stupid, the profound co-dependent production of phenomena ( gamabhTrapratvtyasamutpada ) is 
preached; for those who combine two of these tendencies, both of these practices are preached; for those 
who mix all three, all three practices are preached. If one does not know the nature of the sickness and one 
errs in the medicine, the sickness gets worse. 

Those who believe in the existence of beings ( sattva ) are taught that only the five aggregates 
( pancaskandha ) exist, and that there is no atman in them. Those who deny the existence of beings are 
taught the renewing of the five skandhas serially ( pancaskandhasamtdna ) so that they do not fall into [the 
wrong view] of nihilism ( ucchedavdda ). 452 To those who seek wealth, generosity is preached. To those 
who wish to be reborn among the gods, morality (sfla) is preached. To those who are afflicted, the things of 
the gods are preached. To unfortunate lay people ( grhasta ), the regulations of the monks ( pravrajita ) are 

450 p or a ^tailed description, see above, p. 692-693F. 

451 Visesacintin, T 585, k. 1, p. lb20-22; T 586, K. 1, p. 33cl4-15; T 587, k. 1, p. 62c24-26. In ths last 
version, we read: “The Tathagata has a brilliance called tchou-yi ‘stable profit”. When the Buddha walks 
to and fro, the soles of his feet shine and beings are touched by this light. Those who encounter this light 
are reborn after their death among the gods.” 

For the Visesacintibrahmapariprccha, see above, p. 1268F, n. 2. 

4 ^- In this first series of cases, the sermon is from the therapeutic point of view (prdtipaksika 
siddhdnta ): see above, p. 33-35F. 
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preached. To lay people who love money, the fivefold discipline (pancasfla ) of the upasaka is preached. To 
those who hate samsara, the three seals of the Dharma ( dhannamudrd), impermanence ( anitya ), non-self 
(i anatman ), nirvana, are preached. 453 

Being based on the doctrine of the sutras, the preacher himself shows the meaning ( artha ) and the logic 
( nyaya ) and adorns the gift of the Dharma with comparisons ( avaddna ) in order to preach it to beings. 

3. Abandonment of the afflicting emotions 


To destroy, to reject all [the afflicting emotions] from the three fetters ( samyojana ) 454 up to the ninety- 
eight latent tendencies ( anusaya ) is called ‘abandonment’ ( tydga ). By recollecting the rejection of these 
things as one rejects venomous snakes (dsfvisa ) 455 or like shackles, one acquires salvation (yogaksema ) and 
joy (prdmodya). 

Furthermore, recollection of the abandoning of the disturbing emotions ( klesatydgdnusmrti ) also enters into 
recollection of the Dharma ( dharmdnusmrti ). 

Question. - If it enters into the recollection of the Dharma, why speak of it again here? 

Answer. - Abandonment of the disturbing emotions is something splendid {earn), difficult to acquire 
(durlabha ), peerless ( anuttara ) and immense (paramdna ); this is why it is mentioned separately. 

Furthermore, there is a difference between recollection of the Dharma and recollection of abandonment. To 
recollect the Dharma is to recollect the Dharma of the Buddha, the foremost of all good dharmas. To 
recollect abandonment is to recollect the disturbing emotions (dpatti) and sins (dpatti) insofar as they are 
quickly rejected. Since their aspects (dkdra) are distinct, the two recollections are different. [227c] 

For these many reasons, the yogin should recollect abandonment [of the disturbing emotions]. This 
recollection of abandonment consitutes the first practice of knowledge as dhyana where there is a risk of 
experiencing pride (, abhimana ) 456 


VI. RECOLLECTION OE THE DEITIES 


1. Recollection of the gods-by-birth 


453 in this second series of cases, the sermon is from the individual point of view (pratipaurusika 
siddhdnta ): see above, p. 31-32F. 

454 Satkdyddrsti, silavrataparamarsa and vieikitsd: cf. Kosa, V, p. 85; Pancavimsati, p. 79,1. 8-9. 

455 g ee q le apologue of the four venomous snakes in the Asivisopamasutra: see above, p. 702-707F; 
VimalakTrtinirdesa, p. 136-137, note. 

456 g ee Kosa, V, p. 27. 
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In this recollection of the gods ( devatanusmrti ), it is a question [of the six classes of gods of kamadhatu], 
from the Caturmaharajakayikas up to the Paranirmitavasavartidevas. 

Question. - The disciples ( sravaka ) of the Buddha should recollect the Buddha and the Dharma of the 
Buddha exclusively; why [still] recollect the gods? 

Aswer. - As a reward for their actions, people receive the happiness of the heavens ( svargasukha ); this is 
why the deities [who live there] are recollected. 

Furthermore, the Buddha himself gave the reasons for practicing the eight recollections and declared: 

“The noble disciple who recollects the deities should have the following thought: ‘The 
Caturmaharajikadevas are bom in their paradise as a result of five good qualities ( kusaladharma ), namely, 
faith ( sraddha) in [the retribution] of sin (apatti) and merit ( punya ), the observance of morality ( sfla ), 
hearing the holy Dharma ( saddharma ), the practice of generosity ( tyaga ) and the practice of wisdom 
( prajna ). I too possess these five qualities and I rejoice, for it is said that the deities, as a result of these five 
qualities, have taken birth in the blessed abodes. I too who possess these qualities could be reborn there if 
that is what I wanted. But as the happiness of the paradises is transitory, I will not do so.’ And the disciple 
will reason in the same way [for the other five groups of deities] up to and including the 
Paranirmitavasavartindevas.” 457 

Question. - In the threefold world ( traidhatuka ), there are many pure deities [occupying rupadhatu and 
arupyadhatu]. Why recollect only the gods of the desire realm (kamadhatu)? 

Answer. - It is in the sravaka system that it is a matter of just recollecting [only the deities of kamadhatu; 
but in the Mahayana it is forbidden to recollect the deities of the threefold world. 

The yogin who has not yet attained the Path very often is still attached in mind to the five objects of 
enjoyment ( pancakamaguna ) belonging to the world of men. This is why the Buddha recommends 
recollecting the deities. If the yogin has been able to cut through lust ( rdga ), he will be reborn among the 
gods of the two higher realms [rupadhatu and arupyadhatu]. If he has not been able to cut through lust, he 
will be reborn among the six classes of gods of the desire realm [kamadhatu] where the five objects of 
enjoyment {pancakamaguna ) are excellent ( pramta ), subtle ( suksma ) and pure ( visuddha ). 

The Buddha does not want people to be reborn again and enjoy the five objects of enjoyment; but there are 
beings who are unable to enter into nirvana, and it is these beings that the Buddha tells to recollect the 
deities. 


457 According to the Sanskrit Agamas faithfully quoted here, recollection of the deities brings a rebirth 
solely among the six classes of gods of kamadhatu. According to the Pali Nikayas, it can bring a rebirth, 
not only among the six classes of gods of kamadhatu, but also among the Brahmakayika gods of 
rupadhatu and the gods higher than the latter. See the citations and references in the initial note to the 
present chapter, p. 1333F. 
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Thus, one day the son of a king ( rdjaputra ) was standing in a high and dangerous place: it was impossible 
to get him down and he was about to fall to the ground, The king sent someone to spread a thick mattress 
on the ground so that when the prince fell he would not be killed by being crashed on the ground. 


2. Recollection of gods of native purity 

Furthermore, there are four kinds of gods: 458 i) metaphorical gods (sammatideva), ii) gods by birth 
( upapattideva ), Hi) pure gods ( visuddhideva ), iv) gods of native purity ( upapattiviusuddhideva ): 

i) The actual god called T’ien-tseu “Son of a god or Devaputra”, for example, is a metaphorical god. 

ii) [All the deities of the threefold world] from the Caturmaharajikas up to the neither-discriminting-nor- 
non-discriminating gods (naivasamjndndsamjna deva) are gods by birth ( upapattideva ). 

iii) All the holy individuals (dryapudgala) born among humans are gods by purity ( visuddhideva ). 

iv) All the holy individuals bom among the gods of the threefold world ( traidhatuka) are gods by native 
purity ( upapattivisuddhideva ), namely: 

a. The srotadpanna called kulamkula and the sakrddgdmin called ekavfcika who, in the paradises, 
sometimes attain the state of anagamin or arhat are the upapattivisuddhadeva. 

b. In the form realm ( rupadhdtu ), there are five kinds of anagamin who are no longer reborn in this realm 
[i.e., kamadhatu] but attain the state of arhat in rapadhatu. 

c. In the formless realm (drupyadhdtu ), there is a kind of anagamin who, being detached from the form 
realm ( rupadhdtu ), is reborn in the formless realm (drupyadhdtu), cultivates the pure path there, becomes 
arhat and enters into nirvana. [228a] 

Therefore we call recollection of the deities ( devatdnusmrti ) the fact of recollecting two kinds of deities: i) 
the deities by birth ( upapattideva) and ii) the deities of native purity ( upapattivisuddhadeva ). 


VII. RECOLLECTION OE BREATHING 


On recollection of inhalation and exhalation (anapanusmrti) see what is said in the Tch ’an king 
(Dhyanasutra). 459 


VIII. RECOLLECTION OF DEATH 

458 See above, p. 33IF and note 2. 

459 Dhyanasutra, already cited above, p. 1024F. See below, k. 24, p. 239b8; k. 28, p. 264c25; k. 91, p. 
705b6. 
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In regard to recollection of death (marananusmrti), there are two kinds of death: i) death by oneself 
(dtmand maranam), ii ) death by another ( parena maranam ). 460 

The yogin always recollects these two types of death. If nobody kills it, this body will die necessarily by 
itself. 461 Not even for the time of a finger-snap ( acchtasamghitatamatram ) can one believe that this 
conditioned dharma (samskrtadharma) which is the body will not die. At all times within this body, death 
is present without even waiting for old age (jard). One cannot be based on this mass of sorrows ( soka ), 
sufferings ( updydsa) and decrepitude ( parijunya ). The desire for life makes us hope for safety (yogaksema) 
and immortality ( amrta ), but this hope arises only in fools ( mohapurusa ). In the body, the four great 
elements are all destroyed. As long as a person carries the chest containing the [four venomous snakes 
(dsfvisa ), 462 how can the wise think of safety? 

That exhalation (prasvdsa) should be followed by inhalation (dsvasa ), that inhalation should be followed 
by exhalation, that awakening ( nidrd ) should follow sleep (pmbodha ), all these things are difficult to 
guarantee. Why? Because internally as well as externally, the body has many enemies ( vairin ), Thus it is 
said: 

Some die in the womb, 

Some die at birth. 

Some die at a ripe age, 

Some die during old age. 

In the same way, when the fruit is ripe 
It falls for all kinds of reasons. 463 


460 According to the sutra, there are four ways of taking on a new existence (atmabhavapratilamba ): 1) 
that in which one’s own volition (dtmasamcetand) is acting and not that of another (parasamcetana ); 2) 
that in which the volition of others is acting and not one’s own, etc. : cf. DIgha, III, p. 231; Anguttara, II, 
p. 159; Kosa, II, p. 219. 

According to the Visuddhimagga, p. 189, it is necessary to recollect death at the normal time 
(kdlamarana) resulting from exhaustion of merit ( punnakkhaya ), from exhaustion of the lifespan 
(ayukkhaya ) or both, and death at abnormal time (akdlamarana) resulting from an action putting an end 
to the action producing life. 

461 p or a| 1c enc j 0 f iif e i s death” (maranantam hi jivitam ): Dhammapada, v. 148. 

462 s ee the apologue of the four venomous snakes in the Asmsopamasutra , above, p. 702-707F; 
VimalakFrtinirdesa, p. 136-137, note. 

463 cf Suttanipata, v. 576, p. 113: 

Phaldnam iva pakkdnam pdto papatand bhayam / 
evam jatdnam maccanam niccam maranato bhayam // 
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People always seek to avoid 
Death, the cruel and wicked thief. 

But it is hard to believe 

That one can ever escape this thief and find safety. 464 

Imagine a great and wise man 
Of unsurpassable power and strength: 

Neither before nor after 

Nor at present will he escape death. 465 

There are no skillful words. 

There are no supplications that can free one. 

Thee is no fortified place 
Where one can hide from it. 466 


Neither by observing pure morality 
Nor by exertion can one elude it. 
Death is a pitiless thief. 


“When the fruits are ripe, it is to be feared that they may fall in the morning; in the same way, 
when mortals are born, they risk death perpetually.” 

464 in the Visuddhimagga, p. 190, death appears as a butcher ( vadhaka ) who threatens all beings and, as 
soon as they are born, holds a knife at their throats. 

465 jf people of great fame, great merit, great strength, great supernatural powers, great intelligence, if 
the pratyekabuddhas and the samyaksambuddhas themselves do not escape death, how could a man like 
me do so ( mddisesu kathd va kd)? Cf. Visuddhimagga, p. 192-193. 

466 cf Dhammapada, v. 128: 

Na antalikkhe, na samuddamajjhe 
na pabbatdnam vivaram pavissa / 
na vijjatf so jagatippadeso 
yatratthitam nappasahetha maccu // 

“Neither in the sky, nor in the niddle of the sea, nor by crawling into mountain caves can one 
find any place in this world where death cannot vanquish us.” 
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When it comes, there is no place to escape from it. 


This is why, in the course of transitory and dangerous existence, the yogin should not think of or hope to 
live. 

[Maranasmrtisutra ]. 467 - One day when the Buddha was speaking to the bhiksus on the meaning of death 
(saranasamjndrtha ), a certain bhiksu, having arranged his upper robe over his left shoulder ( ekdmsam 
uttarasangam krtvd), said to the Buddha: “I can meditate on the meaning of death.” 

The Buddha asked him: “How do you meditate?” 

The bhiksu said: “I do not hope to live longer than seven years.” 

The Buddha said: “That is an unmindful way to meditate on the meaning of death.” 

Another bhiksu said: “ I do not hope to live longer than seven months.” Another bhiksu said seven days, 
and yet others said six, five, four, three, two or one day. The Buddha said to them: “All of you are 
meditating unmindfully on the meaning of death (maranasamjna). ” 

467 a slightly different version of the Maranasutta I of the Anguttara, III, p. 303-306, or IV, p. 316- 
319, partially quoted in the Visuddimagga, ed. Warren, p. 196 which has its correspondent in the 
Ekottaragama (Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 35, p. 741c27-742b2). The Pali sources place this sutra at 
Nandika in Ginjakavasatha; the Sanskrit sources place it at SravastI in the Jetavana in the garden of 
Anathapindada. 

Here are translations of a few extracts from the Maranasatisutta: Maranasati bhikkhave bhdvitd 
balmkulTkatd malmpphald ... aham bhante bhdvemi maranasatin ti. 

This first monk who wished or hoped to live for one night and one day in order to meditate on 
the Buddha’s teaching on death was followed by three others who wished to live for one day ( divasam ), 
for the time of one meal ( ekam pindapatam), or for the time of eating and swallowing four or five 
morsels (cattdro paiica dlope), respectively. 

The Buddha declared that these four monks live unmindfully (pamattd viharanti) and practice a 
lazy ‘recollection of death’ for destroying impurities ( dandham maranasatim bhdventi asavanam 
khaydya). 

Finally, two other monks came who wished to live the time of eating and swallowing a single 
morsel ( ekam dlopam) or even the time between an inbreath and an outbreath, or the time of a single 
inahalation ( yadantaram assasitvd vd passasdmi passasitvd vd assasdmi ) in order to meditate on the 
Buddha’s teaching on death. 

The Buddha declared that these two monks lived without unmindfulness ( appamattd viharanti) 
and practiced a ‘recollection of death’ effective in destroying the impurities (tikkham maranasatim 
bhdventi khaydya). 

According to the Ekottaragama (l.c., p. 742a23), the monk who was certain of living only the 
time of one inbreath or outbreath was Vakkhali, well known by his suicide (Samyutta, III, p. 119-124). 
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One bhiksu said [that he did not hope to live longer than one morning], fom morning until mealtime. Yet 
another, that he did not hope to live longer than a single meal ( eka pindapdta). The Buddha declared: “You 
also are meditating unmindfully on the meaning of death.” 

Finally a bhiksu, having arranged his upper robe over is left shoulder, said to the Buddha: “[I hope to live 
only as long as the time needed] for an outbreath (ydvat prasvasami) without waiting for the next inbreath, 
or the time required for an inbreath (ydvad dsvasdmi) without waiting for the next outbreath.” The Buddha 
declared: “That is true meditation on the meaning of death, without unmindfulness. O bhiksus, all 
conditioned dharmas ( samskrtadharma ) arise and perish from moment to moment. Their time of duration 
(,sthitikdla ) is very brief. They are like a magic show (: mdyopama ), deceiving the ignorant yogins.” 468 

It is for these many reasons that one recollects death. 


IX. LOGICAL ORDER OF THE EIGHT RECOLLECTIONS 


Question. - The Dharma is the teacher (acaiya) of all the Buddhas of the three times. 469 Why then recollect 
the Buddha first? What is the order ( anukrama ) of the eight recollections? 

Answer. - 1-3) Although the Dharma is the teacher of the Buddhas of the three times ( tryadhvan ) and the 
ten directions, it is the Buddha who preached the Dharma because his skill is great. 

[The king who built a ladder to facilitate the ascent of a mountain .] - In the Himavat there was a precious 
mountain ( ratnagiri ) at the summit of which there was a precious wish-fulfilling stone ( cintdmaniratna ) 
and all kinds of precious substances. People wanted to climb up there: some, having climbed halfway, 
turned back; others turned back from near the summit. 

There was a very virtuous king who, out of compassion for beings, had a huge ladder built ( mahdsopdna ). 
The entire population, great and small down to children of seven years, succeeded thus in climbing the 
mountain and gathered the wish-fulfilling jewel and all kinds of precious substances as they pleased 
( yathestam ). 

It is the same for the Buddha. The ‘precious mountain’ is the true nature of all dharmas of the world The 
ninety-six kinds of heretics 470 cannot reach it; even Brahma Devaraja who seeks the true nature of dharmas 

468 Ekottaragama (l.c., p. 742a27-29): “All formations (samskara) are empty ( sunya ) and calm 
(prasdnta ). That which is born and that which dies is a magical creation, without true reality.” 

469 Shortly after his enlightenment, the Buddha looked in the heavens and on earth for someone to 
venerate and serve. Finding nobody worthy of his homage, he chose the Dharma as his teacher. See the 
Garavasutta of the Samyutta, I, p. 138-149 (T 99, no. 1188, k. 44, p. 321a27; T 100, no. 101, k. 5, p. 
410a3-b9). This sutra has been quoted above, p. 586F. 

470 See above, p. 432F, n. 1, and later k. 27, p. 261al5-16; k. 36, p. 325cll; k. 40, p. 349b22; k. 49, p. 
412b5; k. 74, p. 581bl8. Except for the Ekottaragama, in the canonical scriptures no mention is made of 
these 96 sects. 
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cannot find it. What then could be said for other people? In his great loving-kindness ( maliamaitri ) and 
great compassion ( mahdkaruna), the Buddha has pity on beings. Endowed with the six perfections 
( paramitd) and possessing omniscience ( sarvajnana ), wisdom ( prajna) and skillful means ( updya ), he 
preaches the ‘ladder’ of the twelve classes of texts ( dvadasangabuddhavacana ) and the eighty-four 
thousand articles of the Dharma ( caturasftidhannaskandhasahasra ). A-jo-kiao-tch ’en-jou 

(Ajnatakaundinya), 471 Cho-li-fo (Sariputra), Mou-k’ien-lien (Maudgalyayana), Mo-ho-kia-cho 
(Mahakasyapa) and even sramaneras of seven years, Sou-mo 472 (Sumana), all obtained the pure dharmas 
(i anasravadharma ), the faculties ( indriya ), the powers ( bala ), the [factors] of enlightenment 
{sambodhyanga) and the true nature ( bhutalaksana ). Althought this pure nature is wondrous, all beings 
who receive the kindness of the Buddha obtain it. This is why recollection of the Buddha comes first. 

Next comes recollection of the Dharma and recollection of the Samgha Since the Samgha is based on the 
word of the Buddha to explain the Dharma, it comes third. On the other hand, other men cannot explain the 
Dharma, whereas the Sa a gha can: this is why it is described as a Jewel ( ratna ). 

The Buddha is the Jewel among men; the Jewel among the ninety-six heretical systems is the Dharma of 
the Buddha; the Jewel among all the communities is the Samgha. 

Finally, it is because of the Buddha that the Dharma appeared in the world and it is because of the Dharma 
that there is a Sa a gha. 

4) The yogin wonders how to obtain the Jewel of the Dharma. By including himself in the ranks of the 
Sa a gha, he will avoid all misdeeds ( duskrta ), gross ( auddrika ) or subtle (suksma) of body (kayo) or speech 
(vac). This is why morality ( sfla ) is listed next. [228c] 

47 1 One of the first five disciples of Sakyamuni who witnessed the austerities of the Buddha and 
benefited from the Sermon at Benares: Vinaya, I, p. 12; Catusparisad, p. 152. The Traite has mentioned 
him above, p. 102F. 

472 Below, k. 20, p. 271b27-c2, the Traite will return to this Sumana, also called Sumanas or 
Karnasumana: “The bhiksu Karnasumana, in a previous lifetime, saw the stupa of the Buddha Vipasyin 
and gave it the sumana flower that he was wearing behind his ear. As a result of this, for eighty-one 
kalpas he enjoyed happiness among gods and men and, in his last lifetime, he had behind his ear a 
sumana flower the perfume of which filled the whole house; this is why he was called Karnasumana. 

Then, disgusted with the world, he went forth from home and obtained the Bodhi of the Arhats.” 

For this legend and others connected to him, see the Anavataptagatha, ed. Bechert, p. 109-115; 
transl. Hofinger, p. 205-207; Fo wou po ti tseu, T 199, p. 191b23-191c22; Miilasarv. Vin., Gilgit Man., 

III, part 1, p. 180-181, and T 1448, k. 16, p. 79cl-29; Pali Apadana, p. 117; Theragatha, p. 38, 46; 
Mahakarmavibhanga, p. 101; Avadanasataka, II, p. 67-71 (200, k. 9, p. 245a3-b2); Commentary of the 
Dhammapada, IV, p. 120-137; Milindhapanha, p. 115, 291, 350. 

When he was but seven years of age, Sumana was ordained by Animddha (Comment, on 
Dhammapda, IV, p. 136,1. 12). He may be identified, perhaps, with the Sumana who represented the 
monks from Pava at the second Council at Vaisall (Vinaya,II, p. 305; Dipavamsa, IV, v. 51; Mahavamsa, 

IV, v. 49, 59). 
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5) How does the yogin [who practices these first four recollections] differ from the seven categories [of 
disciples of the Buddha]? 473 

Possessing morality (sila), the yogin wants to avoid the sins of mind ( cittaduskrta ), [namely, covetousness 
(i abhidhya), malice ( vyapada ) and wrong view (mithyadrsti). 

a. Recollecting generosity (no. 5), he destroys greed (abhidhya). 

b. Wanting the recipients of generosity ( pratigrahaka ) to find happiness, he destroys malice (vyapada). 

c. Thinking of merit (punya ) and its fruit of retribution (vipdkaphala), he destroys wrong view 
(mithyddrsrti). 

Dwelling thus in the rules of morality (no. 4) and of generosity (no. 5), the yogin becomes established in 
the ten good paths of action ( dasakusalakannapatha ) 474 and escapes from the ten bad paths of action 
(i dasakusalakarmapatha ). 

6) The ten good paths of action have two kinds of fruits (phala ): 

a. those who practice them in a superior way are reborn among the pure gods (visuddhadeva) [of riipa- and 
arupyadhatu]. 

b. those who practice them in a medium way are reborn among the gods [of kamdhatu]. 

This is why the yogin recollects the deities (no. 6) after morality (no. 4) and generosity (no. 5). 

By practicing the dhyanas and the samapattis, he has access to the deities of the two higher realms, he 
destroys the bad investigations (vitarka), gathers only the good dharmas and concentrates his mind one- 
pointedly. 

This is why he recollects the deities (devatanusmrti). 

7) Next the yogin recollects inhalation and exhalatiojn (dndpdnd). By recollecting the in-and outbreath, he 
is able to destroy bad investigations (vitarka) like the rain dampens the dust. 475 

^ 7 ^ The yogin who practices the recollections of the Buddha, the Dharma, the Sa a gha and sila who is 
being considered here seems to be confused with the seven categories of the Buddha’s disciples who, 
inspired with perfect faith (dvetyaprasdda), recollect the same subjects daily (cf. Dlgha, II, p. 93-94; III, 
p. 227; Samyutta, II, p. 69-70; V, p. 343. 365, 386-387; Anguttara, IV, p. 406-407; V, p. 183-184.). 

The seven categories of disciples of the Buddha have been enumerated by the Traite above, p. 
577F. These are the bhiksu, bhiksum, siksamana, sramana, sramanerika, upasaka and upasika (for details, 
see Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 123, p. 643c). 

What distinguishes the yogin from these seven categories of disciples is that he does not limit 
himself to recollecting the Buddha, the Dharma, the Sa a gha and sila, but also abandonment (tydga). The 
first four recollections destroy only the first seven akusalakarmapathas, namely, the sins of body and 
speech, whereas recollection of abandonment destroys also the last three akusalakarmapathas, namely, 
the sins of mind. 

4 7 4 Listed above, p. 50IF. 
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Seeing the breath coming in and going out, he understands the dangers that menace the body; it is because 
of the inbreath and the outbreath that the body is maintained alive. 

This is why he recollects the inhalation and the exhalation (anapananusmrti. 

8) Finally, the yogin recollects death ( marana ). It may happen actually that, conscious of possessing the 
first seven recollections and basing himself on their virtues (guna), the yogin becomes lazy ( kausidya ). It is 
at this moment that he should recollect death for, if the work of death is constantly present, how could he 
be lazy and be content with the qualities he has acquired? 

Thus, at the Buddha’s death, A-ni-liu (Animddha) said: 

Conditioned dharmas are like clouds: 

The wise man should not be proud of them. 

When the thunderbolt of impermanence ( anityatavajra ) strikes 

It destroys the king of mountains that was the Holy Master (drsa ). 476 


This is the order of the eight recollections. 


Third Section THE RECOLLECTIONS ACCORDING TO THE 
MAHAYANA 


Question. - You have just set forth the eight recollections practiced by the sravakas. How do the eight 
recollections practiced by the bodhisattva differ? 

Answer. - The sravakas practice for themselves whereas the bodhisattvas practice for all beings. 

In the sravakas, they free only from old age ( jam), sickness ( vyddhi ) and death (marana), whereas in the 
bodhisattvas they perfect the qualities ( guna ) of omniscience ( sarvajndna ). These are the differences 
(visesa). 

Furthermore, here in the Prajnaparamitasutra (above, p. 650F), the Buddha said to Sariputra: “The 
bodhisattva-mahasattva who abides in the Prajnaparamita by the method of non-abiding ( asthdnayogena ) 
should fullfil the perfection of generosity ( ddnapdramitd) and the other qualities up to the eight 
recollections (anusmrti) by basing himself on their non-existence ( anupalabdhitam upadaya ).” 


475 Andpdnasmrti is the antodote to vitarka : see Kosa, VI, p. 153. 

476 The recensions of the Mahaparinirvanasutra, Sanskrit (ed. Waldschmidt, p. 400) as well as Pali 
(Dlgha, II, p. 157) attribute rather different stanzas to Animddha. 

For the expression Cheng-tchou ‘Holy Master’ used to render the Sanskrit drsa, see below, p. 
1592F, n. 1. 
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First there is non-abiding ( astlidna ) and then non-existence ( anupalabdhitd): these are the two seals 
(mudra) by means of which [the anusmrti of the bodhisattvas] differ. For the meaning of this non-abiding 
and this non-existence, see what has been said above (p. 656-657F). 

(A note in red says that the eight recollections are finished. ) 


1171 



CHAPTER XXXVII: THE TEN CONCEPTS 


PRELIMINARY NOTE ( P . 1431F) 


Various partially overlapping lists of samjna have already been mentioned above, p. 131 IF. 

1. In the Pali Nikayas, there are two different lists of ten sannas : the first, in Dlgha, III, p. 291; Samyutta, 
V, p. 132-133; Anguttara, V, p. 105, 309; the second in Anguttara, V, p.109. 


1 st list 

2 nd list 

1. asubha- 

1. anicca- 

2. mar ana 

2. anatta- 

3. ahare patikkula- 

3. asubha- 

4. sabbaloke anabhirati- 

4. admava- 

5. anicca- 

5. palmna- 

6. anicce dukkha- 

6. viraga- 

7. dukkhe anatta- 

7. nirodha- 

8. pahdna- 

8. sabbaloke anabhirati- 

9. viraga- 

9. sabbasahkhdresu anicca- 

10. nirodha-sahha. 

10. dndpdnasati-sahhd. 


The sannas 1-7 of the first list are defined in Anguttara, IV, p. 46-53; the second list is explained in 
Anguttara, V, p. 109-112. 

2. In the Prajnaparamita, the Sanskrit list in Pancavimsati (ed. Dutt, p. 20, 1. 5-8) mentions ten samjnas; on 
the other hand, the Sanskrit list in the Satasasrika (ed. Ghosa, p. 60,1. 15-61,1. 6) mentions only six: 


Pancavimsati 

1. anitya- 

2. duhkha- 

3. andtma- 


Satasahasrika 

1. anitya- 

2. duhkha- 

3. andtma- 
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4. asuci- 


4. asubha- 


5. marana- 

6. sarvaloke ‘nabhirati- 

7. sarvaloke ‘visvdsa- 

8. patijaya- 

9. samvrti- 

10. yathbruta-samjnanam. 


5. sai~valokanabhirati- 

6. avisvasa-samjna. 


3. Ten samjnas also appear in the Chinese version of the Pancavimsati by Kumarajiva (T 223, k. 1, p. 
219al 1-13) and in the Chinese versions of all the Prajnaparamitas by Hiuan-tsang (T 220, col. V, k. 3, p. 
12a22-23; T 220, vol. V, k. 37, p. 204al8-19; T 220, vol. VII, k. 402, p. 7c 1-3): 


Kumarajiva 

1. anitya- 

2. duhkha- 

3. anatma- 

4. ahare pratikula- 

5. sarvaloke ‘nabhirati- 

6. marana- 

7. asuci 

8. prahana- 

9. viraga- 

10. nirodha-samjnd. 


Hiuan-tsang 

1. anitya- 

2. duhkha- 

3. andtma- 

4. asuci- 

5. marana- 

6. sarvaloke ‘nabhirati- 

7. aharepratikula- 

8. prahdna- 

9. viraga- 

10. nirodha-samjnd. 


4. It is probable that, from their divergence from the original Sanskrit of the Prajnaparamitas, the Chinese 
versions were modeled on the list of ten samjnas appearing in the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasika Abhidharmas 
(Jnanaprasthana, T 1543, k. 27, p. 894b27-29;T 1013, k. 18, p. 1013cl8-20; Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 166, p. 
836c20-22): 

1. amityd-, 2. anitye duhkha-, 3. duhkhe ‘natma-, 4. asuci-, 5. aharepratikula-, 6. sarvaloke ‘nabhirati-. 7. 
marana-, 8. prahdna-, 9. virdga-, 10. nirodha-samjnd. 
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[229a] Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 20,1. 5-9; Satasahasrika, p. 60,1. 15-61,1. 6). - [The bodhisattva- 
mahasattva should completely fulfill] the ten concepts ( dasa samjnah), namely: 

1. impermanence (unityasamjna), 

2. suffering (duhkhasamjna), 

3. non-self (anatmas amjna), 

4. the disgusting nature of food (dhdrepratikulasamjnd), 

5. distaste for the entire world (samaloke ‘nabhiratisamjna), 

6. death (maranasamjnd), 

7. impurity (asucisamjnd), 

8. abandonment ( prahdnasamjnd). 

9. detachment (viragasamjna), 

10. cessation (nirodhasamjnd). 

Sdstra- 


I. THE CONCEPT OF IMPERMANENCE 

Question. - Why are all the practices sometimes called knowledges (jndna), sometimes recollections 
(anusmrti) and sometimes concepts ( samjnd )? 

Answer. - When one begins to practice the good dharmas so as not to lose them, they are called 
recollections (anusmrti); when one develops the object (nimitta) and develops the mind (citta), they are 
called concepts (samjnd); when one understands precisely (niyata) without feeling any doubts (vicikitsd), 
they are called knowledges (jndna). 


The concept associated with the wisdom (prajndsamprayuktasamjnd) that considers all conditioned 
dharmas (samsb'tadharma) to be impermanent (anitya) is called the concept of impermanence 
(anityasamjnd) .477 

All conditioned dharmas (samsb'tadharma) are impermanent because they arise and perish incessantly, 
because they depend on causes and conditions (hetupratyaydpeksa) and because they do not entail any 


477 Cf. Anguttara, V, p. 109: Idho bhikkhu arannagato... pancasu upadanakkhandhesu aniccanupasi 
viharati. 
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accumulation ( upacaya ). Furthermore, at the moment of their arising, they come from nowhere and, at the 
moment of their cessation, do not go anywhere: this is why they are said to be impermanent. 

Furthermore, they are said to be impermanent because the two kinds of worlds ( loka) are impermanent: 
beings ( sattva ) are impermanent and the universe ( lokadhatu) is impermanent. Thus it is said: 

The great earth and its plants and trees disappear. 

Mount Sumera crumbles and the ocean dries up, 

The abodes of the gods are entirely consumed: 

Is there anything then in the universe that is eternal? 


The Venerable One with the ten strengths had physical splendor, 

The light of his wisdom was immense; 

He saved all beings, 

His renown filled the ten directions. 

But today when he has been wiped out, where is he? 

Who is the sage who would not be grieved by it?478 

In the same way, Sariputra, Maudgalyayana, Subhuti and other holy individuals (dryapudgald), noble 
cakravartin kings, sovereigns of nations, the kings of the ever-happy gods, the deities, saints, great virtuous 
people, noblemen, they too all perish. The flame and the brilliance of the great fire479 disappears suddenly 
and the world is reduced to nothing, like a lamp exposed to the wind, like the tree growing on a dangerous 
shore, like the filter filled with water that empties immediately. Therefore there is ‘impermanence’, because 
all beings and all the abodes of beings are transitory. 

Question. - Why does the bodhisattva practice this concept of impermanence? 

Answer. - Because beings who are victim to the mistake of taking what is impermanent to be eternal 
(i anitye nitya iti vipaiydsah) undergo the mass of suffering and do not succeed in escaping from samsara. 
[229b] 

478 Variations on the stanzas of lamentation uttred by the disciples at the death of the Buddha (above, p. 
88-89F, Cf. the stanza of Brahma in the Sanskrit Mahaparinirvana, p. 400: 

Sarvabhutani loke ‘smin 
niksepsyanti samucchrayam / 
evamvidho yatra sdstd 
lokesv apratipudgah / 
ta thdga tabalapraptah 
caksusman parinivrtah // 

479 The fire at the end of the kalpa. 
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The yogin who possesses this concept of impermanence converts (paripdcayati ) beings, saying to them: 
“All dharmas are impermanent; do not become attached to the notion of eternalism; you will then lose the 
opportunity to practice the Path.” 

The four noble Truths (dryasatya ) are the supreme and wondrous teaching of the Buddha; of these Truths, 
the first is the truth of suffering ( duhkhasatya ), and the aspect of impermanence ( anitydkdra ) is the first 
aspect [of the truth of suffering].480 This is why the bodhisattva practices the notion of impermanence. 

Question. - But there are people who still feel attached to impermanent things when they are present. 

[The king who was attached to his wife because old age would make her ugly]. - There was a king who had 
a wonderful wife who had been born from the womb of the earth. In the form of a ten-headed raksasa, she 
was about to cross the great ocean. The king was very sad. A wise minister consoled him: “The king is 
endowed with the power of knowledge (jhdnabala) and he [knows well] that the queen will return very 
soon. Why does he feel sad?” The king replied: “What saddens me is not to think that my wife cannot 
return; I am only afraid [that on her return] her youth will already have passed.” 

In the same way, seeing beautiful flowers or lovely fruits about to fade, people are even more attached to 
them. Thus, when one knows that things are impermanent, one develops even more fetters ( samyojana ). 
How can you say that impermanence calls forth disgust (udvega) and breaks the fetters? 

Answer. - Seeing impermanence in that way is to understand only a small part of it (kamcid eva pradesam) 
and not to realize it completely. You will be no different than the animals that see impermanence in this 
way. This is why, [here in the Prajnaparamitasutra], the Buddha tells Sariputra that ‘the concept of 
impermanence must be completely perfected’ (, anityasamjnd paripurayitavya). 

Question. - Then what is this ‘perfect’ concept of impermanence? 

Answer. - It is observing that conditioned dharmas (, samskrtadharma ) arise and perish from moment to 
moment like dust blown by the wind, like water rushing down from the mountain, like the flame that is 
extinguished. Conditioned dharmas are without solidity or vigor; they cannot be grasped or retained; like 
magical fabrications ( nirmana ), they deceive worldlings (prthagjana). 

Thanks to this impermanence, the yogin succeeds in breaking through the threshold of emptiness ( sunya ) 
and, since no dharma exists in emptiness, it too is nonexistent. How is that? Birth ( utpdda ), duration ( sthiti) 
and destruction ( bhanga ) do not co-exist in one and the same moment (, ksana ); at the moment of birth, 
duration and destruction cannot exist; at the moment of duration, birth and destruction cannot exist; at the 
moment of destruction, birth and duration cannot exist.^ 1 Birth, duration and destruction are mutually 
opposed ( virodha ) to one another in their characteristics ( laksana ) and their nature ( svadbhdva ); they do not 
exist together. Since they do not exist, neither does impermanence ( anitya ) exist. 

Question. - If there is no impermanence, why did the Buddha speak of impermanence in regard to the truth 
of suffering ( duhkhasatya )? 


480 Arijtya i s the first of the sixteen aspects (akara) characterizing the noble truths: see above, p., 641F. 
Reasoning borrowed from Madh. karika, VIII, 2, p. 146; see above, p. 37F and note. 
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Answer. - Worldly people ( prthagjana ) who produce wrong views ( mithyadrsti) have claimed that the 
world is eternal ( nitya ). The Buddha spoke of impermanence in order to destroy this etemalistic view 
(sdsvatadrsti) and not because he considered impermanence to be real ( bhuta ). 

Furthermore, before the Buddha appeared in the world, ordinary people used only conventional means to 
remove the disturbing emotions ( klesa ). But today, when it is a question of uprooting the roots of the 
disturbing emotions ( klesamula ), the Buddha speaks of impermanence. 

Furthermore, heretical systems ( tirthikadharma ) speak of deliverance ( vimukti ) when one is only apparently 
liberated from the five objects of enjoyment (panca kamaguna), but the Buddha has said: “It is on account 
of wrong concepts that one is bound up, and it is by considering the correct concept of impermanence that 
one is liberated (vimukta).“ 

Furthermore, there are two ways of thinking about the notion of [229c] impermanence: i) that which entails 
a residue, ii) that which does not entail a residue. Thus the Buddha said: “When all the beings and all the 
things have disappeared and only their names remain, impermanence ‘involves a residue’; when all the 
beings and all the things have disappeared and their names have also disappeared, impermanence ‘does not 
involve a residue’. 

There are also two other ways of thinking about impermanence: i) the death of the body and its destruction; 
ii) births and deaths without continual renewal. 

Furthermore, some say that morality (sfla) is the most important. Why? Because in dependence on morality 
one obtains the cessation of the impurities (dsravaksaya). - Others say that learning ( bahusruta) is the most 
important. Why? Because in dependence on wisdom ( prajnd) the result is obtained. - Others say that 
meditative stabilization ( samddhi ) is the most important, for the Buddha said: “Concentration can attain 
Bodhi.”482 _ Others say that the twelve strict observances ( dhutagima are the most important. Why? 
Because they purify the practice of morality. 

This is how each one, maintaining his own practice as the most important, does not seek nirvana 
diligently. But the Buddha said: “These qualities ( guna ) all lead to fractions of nirvana; however, the 
consideration of the impermanence of dharmas ( anitydnupasyand) is the true path to nirvana. “484 

For all these reasons and even though dharmas are empty, the Buddha preached the concept of 
impermanence. 

Finally, the concept of impermanence is synonymous with the noble Path (dryamarga). The Buddha 
designated the Path by all kinds of different names: sometimes he called it the four foundations of 


482 Anguttara, II, p. 45: Samddhibhdvana bhdvitd bahulikatd ditthadhammasukhavihararya... 
ndnadassanapatildbhdya samvattati. 

483 T we i ve dhutagima according to the Sanskrit sources (Mahavyut., no. 1127-1139); thirteen dhutanga 
according to the Pali sources (Vinaya, V, p. 131, 193; Visuddhimagga, p. 48-67). 

484 Anguttara, IV, p. 46: Satt’ imd sanna bhdvitd bahulikatd malmpphald honti mahdnisamsd 
amatogadhd amatapariyosdnd. 
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mindfulness ( catvari smrtyupasthanani ), sometimes he called it the four Truths ( catvari satyani), 
sometimes the notion of impermanence. 

[Anityatasutra], - This is what is said in a sutra: 

“If the notion of impermanence is properly cultivated, it destroys all attachment to desire ( kdmardga ), all 
attachment to subtle matter ( rupardga ), all attachment to the formless (arupyaraga), all pride ( asmimdna ) 
and all ignorance (avidya).°~ > 

Thus it eliminates the fetters of the threefold world ( traidhatukasamyojana ). This is why it is synonymous 
with Path. 

This concept of impermanence is sometimes impure ( sdsrava ) and sometimes pure ( andsrava ). When it 
understands impermanence correctly, it is pure; when it begins to study impermanence, it is impure. 

In the Mahayana, the bodhisattvas with vast mind convert beings in many ways: this is why their notion of 
impermanence is both impure and pure. 

If it is pure, it occurs in nine levels (bhumi); if it is impure, it occurs in eleven levels.486 

It has as object (alambate) the five aggregates of attachment ( updddnaskandha ) of the threefold world. It is 
associated with four dominant organs ( indriya ), except that of unpleasantness ( duhkendriya ).87 

For all the reasons given here, worldly people ( prthagjana ) and the saints (diya) extol the qualities ( guna ) 
of the concept of impermanence. 


II. THE CONCEPT OF SUFFERING 


In regard to the concept of suffering (duhkhasamjna), the yogin says to himself that all conditioned 
dharmas ( samskrtadharma ), being impermanent ( anitya ), are painful ( duhkha ).488 


4^5 Literal citation from a sutra in Samyukta (T 99, no. 270, k. 10, p. 70c6-7) entitled Chou king ‘Sutra 
of the Tree’. Its correspondent is the Aniccatdsutta of Samyutta, III, p. 156, the wording of which is only 
slightly different: Aniccasahnna bhikklmve bhdvita balmlikatd sabbam kdmardgam pariyddiyati sabbam 
ruparagam pariyadiyati sabbam bhavaragam pariyddiyati sabbam avijjam pariyddiyati sabbam 
asmimdnam pariyddiyati samdhanti. 

486 The term kama-, rupa- and arupya-rdga designates attachment in regard to the threefold world. 
According to Kosa, V, p. 8, kdmardga means attachment to kamadhatu; bhavardga, attachment to the 
two higher realms, rupa- and arupyadhatu. 

487 See Kosa, I, p. 101. 

488 jL e notion of suffering must bear upon all formations without distinction ( sabbasahkhdresu 
anodhim karitvd): Anguttara, III, p. 443. 
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Question. - If conditioned dharmas, as impermanent, are painful, are the dharmas of holy persons 
(dryapudgala), conditioned but pure ( samskrtdndsravadharma ), also painful? 

Answer. - Although dharmas are impermanent, only those who become attached to them experience 
suffering; those who are not attached to them are without suffering. 

Question. - There are saints who, without being attached to them, nevertheless undergo suffering. Thus 
Cho-li-fou (Sariputra) suffered from sicknesses of wind and heat,489 Pi-ling-k’ie-p’o-ts’o (Pilindavatsa) 
suffered from eye disease,490 and Lo-p’o-na-po-t’i (Lavanabhadrika) [Note by Kumarajlva: ‘the foremost 
of the children who bawl a lot’: Ravanabhadrika?] suffered from hemorrhoids.491 Why do you say that 
they have no suffering? 


489 According to the Vinayas, Sariputra suffered from kdyaddha ‘fever’ (Pali Vin., I, p. 214), a wind 
sickness (Dharmagupta Vin., T 1428, k. 42, p. 867b29-cl9) of hot blood (Sarv. Vin., T 1435, k. 26, p. 
190c24-191a8), of dhdtuvaisamya ‘unbalanced humors’ (Miilasarv. Vin., Gilgit Man., Ill, part 1, p. 239, 

1. 18-240,1. 22), of wind and hot blood (Miilasarv. Vin, T 1440, k. 4, p. 528cl8-23). He was cured by 
fibers and roots ( bisa ) of the lotus plant ( muldlikd), lotus sap ( bisaksira ) or also by wheat broth and 
wheat juice. Another time when he was suffering from stomach wind ( udaravdta ), he was cured by garlic 
(lasuna ): cf. Pali Vin, II, p. 140. 

490 Pilindavatsa’s eye disease has already been noted above, p. 121F, but actually this arhat also 
suffered from migraines ( sfsabhitdpa ), a wind ailment ( vdtdbhdda ), rheumatism of the legs ( ahgavdta ), 
articular rheumatism (pabbavdta ), etc: Cf. Pali Vin., I, p. 204-206. 

491 The Turfan manuscripts, confirmed by the Mahavyut., no. 1061, have transmitted to us the correct 
name of this arhat: Lavanabhadrika and not Lavanyabhadrika as Hofinger proposes. The previous lives 
and last lifetime of this disciple are summarized in the Anavataptagatha (ed. Bechert, p. 184-187; transl. 
Hofinger, p. 272-274; Fo woupo ti tseu, T 199, p. 200a22-b21; Miilasarv. Vin., T 1448, k. 17, p. 89cll- 
90al 1). The similarity of the stories of the previous lives of this arhat found in the Anavataptagatha and 
in the Apadana, II, p. 489-491 allow the identification of the Lavanabhadrika of the Sanskrit sources with 
the Lakuntabhaddiya ‘the good dwarf of the Pali sources; Samyutta, lip. 279; Anguttara, I, p. 23 (where 
the Buddha proclaimed him to be foremost among those with gentle voices ( aggam manjussaranam); 
Udana, p. 76; Theragatha, p. 49, v. 466-472. 

According to the Commentary of the Dhammapada, III, 453-454, the Buddha spoke two well- 
known stanzas in regard to Lakuntaka (Dhammapada, v. 294-295; Gandhari Dharmapada, p. 120, v. 12; 
Udanavarga, p. 377, v. 24; p. 494-495, v. 61-62; Nettippakarana, p. 165): 

Mdtaram pitaram hantvd rdjdno dve ca khattiye / 
rattham sanucaram hantvd amgho ydti brahmano // 

Mdtaram pitaram hantvd rdjdno dve ca sotthiye 
veyyagghapahcamam hantvd amgho ydti brahmano // 

Transl. - Having killed his mother (disturbing emotions) and his father (pride) and the two 
warriors (the view of eternalism and the view of nihilism), having destroyed the kingdom (the twelve 
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Answer. - There are two kinds of suffering: /') bodily suffering ( kdyika [230a] duhkha), ii) mental suffering 
(i caitasika duhkha). By the power of their wisdom ( prajnabala ), the holy individuals (diyapudgala) have no 
further mental suffering like sadness (, daurmanasya ), jealousy ( frsyd), malice ( vydpdda ), etc. On the other 
hand, because they have received a body composed of the four great elements ( mahabhutamaya ) as a result 
of actions in their previous existences ( purvajanmakarman ), they still have bodily sufferings such as old 
age (jard) and sickness ( vyddhi ), hunger and thirst ( ksutpipdsa), cold and heat ( sitosna ), etc., but these 
bodily sufferings are slight and quite rare. 

The saint may be compared to a man who, knowing himself to be burdened with a debt (pm) with regard to 
a third party, does not consider it to be painful to discharge the debt. By contrast, the man who does not 
remember his debt and from whom the creditor demands it forcibly is furious, angry and full of suffering. 

Question. - Painful sensation ( duhkhavedana) is a mental event ( caitasika dharma) co-existing with the 
mind ( citta ). The body, like grass or wood, is disjunct from the mind and without reasoning ( vitarka ). How 
can you say that the holy person feels ( vedayati) only bodily suffering? 

Answer. - When the worldly person (prthagjana) feels suffering ( duhkham vedayati), his mind creates a 
pang of grief ( daurmanasya) stimulated by the anusaya (negative propensity) of hostility ( pratigha ); his 
mind is turned only toward the five objects of enjoyment ( pancakamaguna ). As the Buddha said: 

[Salyatvena siitra ]. - Worldly people do not know that, outside of the five objects of enjoyment, there is 
another way of getting out of suffering (na hi prajanati prthagjano ‘nyatra pancakdmagunebhyo 
duhkhasya nihsaranam). In pleasant feeling ( sukhavedand), he is stimulated by the propensity of lust 
( rdgdnusaya ); [in unpleasant feeling ( duhkhavedana), he is stimulated by the propensity of hatred 
( pratighdnusaya ); in the feeling that is neither unpleasant nor pleasant ( aduhkhdsukhavedand), he is 
stimulated by the propensity of ignorance ( a vidhyd n us ay a ). ^ - When the worldly person feels suffering, 


bases of consciousness) along with its inhabitants (joy and desire), the brahmin proceeds without 
confusion. 

Having killed his mother and father, two learned kings and a tiger, (the five obstacles to dhyana, 
the fifth of which, the tiger, is doubt), without confusion the brahmin goes forth. 

These stanzas are specimens of intentional language ( abhisamdhi, abhiprdya, samdhdbhdsya ): 
cf. Abhidharmasamuccaya. ed. Pradhan, p. 106-107. They have taxed the ingenuity of interpreters: see 
the note of Bhikkhu Nanamoli, Nettippakarana, tr., p. 218, and the detailed study of F. Bernhard, Zur 
Textgeschichte und Interpretation der Strophen : Dhammapada 294, 295, Festschrift fur Wilhelm Eilers, 
1968, p. 511-526. 

In an appendix Sur le moine Lo-siun-yu, Lin Li-kouang ( L ’Aide-Memoire de la Vraie Loi, 1949, 
p. 278-290) has grouped, under the general theme of a deformed monk, a whole series of arhats of 
various names among whom Lavanabhadrika appears as well as the bhiksu Lo p’in tchou or Lo p’in 
tcheou mentioned above (p. 931-932F and note) by the Traite. 

492 The bad propensities of lust (rdga), hatred (pratigha ) and ignorance ( avidyd) often form a separate 
group (cf. Majjhima, III, p. 285; Samyutta, IV, p. 205), but also appear in the lists of six (Kosa, V, p. 2) 
or seven anusaya (Dlgha, III, p. 254, 282; Samyutta, V, p. 60; Anguttara, IV, p. 9). 
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inwardly ( adliyatman ) he undergoes the suffering of the threefold poison ( trivisaduhkha) - [namely, desire 
( raga ), hatred ( dvesa ) and delusion ( moha ) -], and outwardly (bahirdha) he suffers cold and heat ( sftosna ), 
the whip and the stick, etc., just as an inwardly feverish man also is burning externally. “ 

The [same] sutra says: “When the worldly person loses a loved object, both his body and his mind suffer 
from it: it is as if he was being pierced by two arrows ( tadyathainam dvabhyamsalyabhyam vidheyuh). The 
saints, however, do not have the suffering of pangs of grief ( daurmanasya ): they have only the bodily 
suffering ( kdyikciduhkhci ) and no other suffering.”493 


493 Extracts from the Sallattena sutta of the Samyutta, IV, p. 207-210 (Tsa a han, T 99, no. 470, k. 17, 
p. 119c28-120bl4): Assntavd bhikkhaveputhujjano dukkhdya vedandyaphuttho samano socati kilamati 
... dutiyena sallena anuvijjheyyum, evam hi so bhikkhavepuuriso ekasallena vedanam vediyati. 

Transl. - When the ignorant worldly person, O monks, is touched by an unpleasant feeling, he is 
upset, he is troubled, he laments, he beats his breast and becomes confused. Thus he is feeling two 
sensations, one bodily and the other mental. It is as if a man were pierced with one arrow and then 
pierced with a second arrow: this man feels the pain of both arrows. 

Thus, O monks, the ignorant worldly person, being touched by an unpleasant feeling, is upset, 
troubled, laments, beats his breast and becomes confused. Then he feels two sensations, one physical and 
the other mental. Being touched by an unpleasant feeling, he is full of hatred. As he is full of hatred for 
the unpleasant sensation, the propensity of hatred for the unpleasant feeling lies within him. And this 
man, being touched by the unpleasant feeling, wishes for the happiness of pleasure. Why? Because the 
ignorant worldly person does not know that the exit from unpleasant feeling can be other than in the 
happiness of the pleasures. . 

Since he wishes for the happiness of the pleasures, the propensity of the lust for pleasant feeling 
lies within him. He does not properly know the origin and cessation of these feelings, their flavors, their 
disadvantages and the way to exit from them. . 

Since he does not correctly know the origin and cessation of feelings, their flavors, their 
disadvantages or the way of exit from them, the propensity of ignorance toward the feeling that is neither 
unpleasant nor pleasant lies within him. 

If he experiences a pleasant feeling, he feels it like an obedient slave; if he experiences an 
unpleasant feeling, he feels it like an obedient slave; if he experiences a feeling neither pleasant nor 
unpleasant, he feels it like an obedient slave. This means, O monks, that the ignorant worldly person is 
subjugated by birth, death, sorrows, lamentations, sufferings, sadness, torments: I say that he is 
subjugated by suffering. 

But the noble learned disciple, being touched by an unpleasant feeling, is not grieved, is not 
troubled, does not lament, does not beat his breast and does not fall into trouble. He experiences only one 
feeling, namely, bodily sensation and not mental sensation. It is as if a man were pierced by one arrow 
but not pierced by a second arrow: this man feel the pain of just one arrow. 

The same reasoning is taken up again by the Milindapanha, p. 44 (transl. Horner, I, p. 61). See 
also P. Demieville, Les versions chinoises du Milindapanha, p. 120-121. 
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Furthermore, suffering is associated with the five consciousnesses ( pancavijnanaprayukta ), and the 
sufferings of the whip and the stick, of cold and heat, etc., due to external causes, are bodily sufferings. The 
others are mental sufferings. 

Furthermore, I have said that pure conditioned dharmas (, samskrtanasravadharma ) are not suffering 
because [the saints] are not attached to them. But the body of holy individuals is impure ( sdsrava ). Since 
impure dharmas ( sasravadharma ) are painful, what is the mistake [in asserting that the saints feel bodily 
suffering]? But in fact, these sufferings felt by their bodies are faint and rare. 

Question. - If all that is impermanent is suffering, the Path ( mdrga ) too is suffering. How can you drive 
suffering away with suffering?494 

Answer. - The aphorism “All that is impermanent is suffering” applies to the five aggregates of attachment 
(; updddnaskandha ), but the Path, although impermanent insofar as it is formation ( samskdra ), is not called 
suffering. Why? Because it destroys suffering and does not create attachment ( abhinivesa ). United with the 
wisdoms of emptiness ( sunya ) and non-self ( andtman ), it is impermanent but it is not suffering. 

This is why the arhats, at the moment they obtain the Path, say the following stanza: 

We do not rejoice in being reborn. 

Neither do we rejoice in dying; 

With mindfulness and awareness 

We are waiting to leave when the time comes.495 

When the Buddha entered nirvana, Ananda and the disciples not yet detached from passion ( avftardga ), 
who had not yet cultivated the eightfold noble Path (drydstangamarga), wept and lamented; the anagamins, 
detached from desire ( vftardga) were all frightened; the arhats whose impurities were destroyed 
(, ksfnasrava ) remained impassive and only said: “The Eye of the world has disappeared too soon” 
( atiksipram caksur lokasyantarhitam ).496 


494 j n hypothesis imagined, how could one drive away the suffering of samsara by the suffering of 
the Path? 

495 A well-known stanza: 

Nabhinandami maranam, nabhisandani jfvitam / 
kdlafi ca patikankhami sampajdno patissato ti // 

It is frequently repeated with the variant nibbisam bhatako yathd at the end. The Theragatha, v. 
1002, the Milinda, p. 45 and the Comm, on the DIgha put it in the mouth of Sariputta, but it was also 
pronounced by the theras Nisabha (Theragatha, v. 196), Samkicca (v. 607), Revata (v. 655) and 
Annakondanna (v. 686). 

496 cf DIgha, II, p. 157-158, 162: Parinibbute bhagavati tattha ye te bhikkhu avftardga appekacce 
bdhd paggayha kandanti chinnapapatam papatani dvattanti vivattanti: atikhippam bhagavdparinibutto, 
atikhippam sugato parinibbuto, atikhippam cakkhum loke antarahitam ti. Ye pana te bhikkhu vftardga te 
satd sampajand adhivdsenti: aniccd samkhdrd tarn kut ’ettha labbhd ti. 
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[238b] It is because they possessed the power of the Path that these arhats who had received great favors 
from the Buddha and appreciated his immense qualities (, apramdnaguna ) did not experience any suffering. 
This is why we know that the Path, although impermanent, is not a cause of suffering and therefore it is not 
called suffering. Only the five aggregates of attachment ( upaddnaskandha ) are suffering. Why? Because 
one clings to them, because they are impermanent and insecure. 

Here in regard to the meaning of suffering ( duhkhartha ), what has been said above (p. 1158F) concerning 
vedanasmrtyupasthana should be fully repeated. 

Furthermore, those who possess a body ( dehin ) are always suffering ( sadd duhkhita ), 97 but out of 
stupidity ( moha ), they do not take it into account. Thus it is said: 


Since it is very tiring to ride a horse, 
One looks for a place to stand up. 
Since standing up is very tiring. 

One seeks a place to sit down. 


Transl. - On the death of the Blessed One, of the monks who were not yet free from desire, 
some raised their arms to the heavens uttering cries, others threw themselves down on the ground, 
turning to and fro, thinking: “The Blessed One has died too soon! The Blessed One has entered nirvana 
too soon! Too soon has the Eye of the world disappeared from the world!” But the monks who were free 
from desire endured their grief with contemplation and lucidity, saying: “Impermanent are the 
formations. How could they not disappear?” 

The version of the Sanskrit Mahaparinirvanasutra, p. 400-402, 406-408, differs slightly: 
Tatraikatyd bhiksavah prthivyam avartante parivartante. ekatyd bahun pragrhya prakrosanti. evam 
cahuh: atiksipram bhagavdn parinirvrtah. atikasipram sugatah parinirvrtah. atiksipram caksur 
lokasyanatarhitah. ekatyds cetoduhkhasamarpitds tisthanti. ekatyd dharmatam eva pratismaranti: prdg 
evdsmdkam bhagavatdkhydtam sarvair istaih kdntaih priyair manapair ndndbhdvo bhavisyati vindbhdvo 
viprayogo visamyogah. kuta etal labhyam yat taj jatam bhutam krtam samskrtam vedayitam 
pratftyasamutpannam ksayadharmam vyayadharmam vibhavadharmam virodhadharmam 
pralokadharmam na prarujyate nedam sthanam vidyate. 

Transl. - Then some monks rolled about on the ground; others raised their arms to the heavens, 
uttering cries: “The Blessed One has died too soon! The Blessed One has entered nirvana too soon! Too 
soon has the Eye of the world disappeared!” Others, filled with mental anguish, stood about and others 
yet recalled the nature of things and said: “Previously the Blessed One spoke to us about all these things 
that are hoped for, loved, cherished, pleasant but destined to division, to separation, to disjunction. How 
could it be that what is born, fabricated, conditioned, felt, resulting from causes, destructible, transitory, 
insecure, inconsistent, perishable, not be broken up? This possibility does not exist.” 

497 See above, p. 584F. 
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Since sitting down too long is very tiring, 

One looks for a place to lie down in peace. 
Much fatigue results from these activities, 

What at first was pleasant then becomes painful. 


To look straight ahead or to the side, to breathe in and out 
To bend down, to stretch out, to sit down, to get up. 

To walk or to stand still, to go or to come: 

Nothing can be done without suffering. 


Question. - “The five aggregates of attachment are suffering” {paiicopadanaskandha duhkham ) ,98 but it 
is as a result of a [subjective] notion of suffering (duhkhasamjna) that they are suffering. Actually, if 
everything is suffering, why did the Buddha say: “There are three kinds of feeling: pleasant feeling 
(sukhavedand), unpleasant feeling ( duhkhavedand) and feeling that is neither unpleasant nor pleasant 
(. aduhkhdsukhavedand )?”499 And jp suffering comes from a [subjective] notion of suffering, how can you 
say that the [holy] truth of suffering ( duhkhasatya ) concerns a real suffering? 

Answer. - Yes, the five aggregates of attachment are suffering, but ordinary people (prthagjana ), under the 
nfluence of the fourfold error (vipaiydsa) and urged on by desire ( kamapidita ), consider the five objects of 
enjoyment as happiness ( sukha ). It is as though someone smeared ointment onto a man’s ulcer (ganda ) and 
when his suffering has stopped, he thinks this ulcer, which itself is not happiness, is happiness. 

The Buddha spoke of three kinds of feelings in accordance with the views of the world ( loka ), but in reality 
(tattvena ) there is no happiness there.500 jf there were truly happiness in the five aggregates of attachment 


498 Samksiptenapaiicopadanaskandha duhkham'. aphorism taken from the Sermon at Benares: 
Nidanasamyuktamp. 194; Catuhparisad, p. 158; Pali Vinaya, p. I, 10; Dlgha, II, p. 307; Samyutta, V, p. 
421. 

499 Digha, III, p. 275; Samyutta, II, p. 53, 82; IV, p. 207; Anguttara, III, p. 400;ltivuttaka, p. 46: Tisso 
vedand: sukd vedand, duhkhd vedand, adiikkhamasukhd vedand. 

500 i n the Rahogatakasutta of Samyutta, IV, p. 216-217 (tsa a han, T 99, no. 476, k. 17, p. 121c), the 
Buddha explain to a bhiksu: Tisso imd bhikkho vedand vuttd mayd sukha vedand dukkhd vedand 
adiikkhamasukhd vedand, imd tisso vedandvuttd mayd. Vuttam kho pantam bhikkho mayd: Yam kihci 
vedayitam tarn dukkhasmin ti. Tam kho panetam bhikkhu mayd sahkhdrrdnam yeva aniccatam sandhdya 
bhdsitam: Yam kihci vedayitam tarn dukkhasmin ti. 
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(;upadanaskandha ), why did the Buddha say: “The destruction of the five aggregates of attachment is 
happiness” (pancopdddnaskandhanirodhah sukham )?”501 

Furthermore, since the mind of happiness ( sukhacitta ) arises in relation to the loved object, happiness is not 
assured definitively ( niyata ). If happiness were assured, it would not depend on attachment of the mind 
(i cittdbhinivesa ) in the same way that if fire ( agni ) were really hot, it would not depend on kindling to heat 
up. But as happiness is not assured, here it is called suffering. 

Furthermore, what the world wrongly considers to be happiness can create innumerable fruits of suffering 
(apramanaduhikhaphala) in the present lifetime and in the future lifetime ( ihaparatra ): this is why it is 
called suffering. Just as a little bit of poison (visa) poured into the water of a big river cannot change the 
water,^2 so the poisonous plant that the world wrongly thinks [is happiness] is no longer visible in the 
great waters of suffering. Thus it is said: 

When a being falls from the paradises and is reborn in hell 

He remembers the former bliss of paradise: 

The palace courtesans showed themselves to him in a crowd, 

The parks and pools rejoiced his heart. 


[230c] Now he sees the fires of hell coming to burn him 
Like a great fire consuming a bamboo forest. 
Then, while still seeing the pleasures of paradise, 


Transl. -1 have spoken, O monk, of three feelings: pleasant feeling, unpleasant feeling, neither 
unpleasant nor pleasant feeling. Yes, I have spoken of these three feelings. But also, O monk, I said: All 
that is felt is felt in suffering.” It is in view of impermanence that 1 said ’’All that is felt is felt in 
suffering.” 

An extract of the corresponding Sanskrit sutra is cited in Kosavyakhya, p. 519,1. 18-20: 
Samskdranityatdm Ananda samdhAa mayd bhdsitam samskaraviparindmatam: Yat kimcid veditam idam 
atm duhkhasyeti: O Ananda, it is in view of impermanence, it is in view of transformation of the 
formations, that I said: “All that is felt, there is suffering in it.” 

The Kosa (VI, p. 129-130) concludes that all feeling, including pleasant feeling, is suffering. 
Pleasant feeling has as object not a real pleasure but sometimes a remedy for suffering 
(duhkhapratikdra), sometimes a modification of the suffering ( duhkhavikalpa ). 

Updddnanirodhd... sokaparidevadukkhadomanassupdydsd nirujjanti : Pali Vin, I, p. 1; Samyutta, II, 
p. 7; III, p. 14;Anguttara, I, p. 177. 

502 Qf Anguttara, I, p. 250: Seyyathdpi bhikkhavepuriso lonaphalam Gangdya nadiydpakkhipeyya. 
Tam kim mannatha bhikkhave. Api nu sd Gangd nadiamund lonaphalena load assa apeyyd ti. - No 
h ’etam bhante. 
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He is alarmed in vain: that is useless. 


The concept of suffering {duhkhasamjna) concerns the same objects as the concept of impermanence 
(anityasamjna).503 Analysis of suffering in these many different ways is called the concept of suffering. 


III. THE CONCEPT OF NON-SELF 


Concept of non-self {anatmansamjna). - “That which is suffering is non-self’ (yad duhkham tad 
andtma).504 Why? The five aggregates of attachment (pancopdddnaskandha ) are all suffering and have no 
independence (, aisvarya, vibhitba). If they have no independence, they are non-self ( andtman ). If they had 
an independent self, “it would be impossible for the body to feel suffering” ( na kayo vydbddhdya 
samvarteta).5®5 Thus it is said: 

There are fools 

Who consider their body or their mind as their self. 

Gradually they become strongly attached to them: 

They do not understand the law of impermanence. 


There is no agent ( kdraka ) in this body 
Neither is there any perceiver ( vedaka ). 

This body is without a master, 506 

And, nevertheless, it does all kinds of things. 


From the six organs (; indriya ) and the six objects (visaya) 

Arise the six kinds of consciousnesses ( vijndna ); 

503 Namely, the five updsdnaskandha. 

504 The entire explanation that follows turns upon the canonical formula: Yad aniccam tam dukkham, 
yam dukkham tad anattd, yad anattd tam netam mama neso ham asmi na meso attd tv. “That which is 
impermanent is suffering; that which is suffering is non-self; that which is non-self is not mine, I am not 
that and that is not me.” Cf. Samyutta, II, p. 22, 82, 84,; IV, p. 1. 

505 Implicit reference to the Sutra on the non-self which follows the sutra on the four noble Truths (cf. 
Pali Vin, I, p. 13-14; Samyutta, III, p. 66-68; Catusparisad, p. 162-164; Mahavastu, III, p. 335-337: 
RTipah ced dtmabhavisyad rupam na vydbddhdya duhkhdya samvarteta, labhyeta ca rupasya: evam me 
rupam bhavate evam md bhdd iti. 

506 Adopting the variant tchou in place of cheng. 
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From the coming together of the three ( trikasamnipata ) 


Contact ( sparsa ) arises. 507 


From contact as condition 

There arise feeling, memory and action. 

In the same way as fire arises 

When the lens, kindling and the sun come together. 


Organs, objects and consciousnesses having come together, 

The action to be accomplished is realized. 

There is continuity ( samtanasddrsya ) 

As in the seed, the sprout and the stem.508 

Furthermore, there is no atman because the characteristics ( laksana ) of the atman do not exist. Dharmas 
must have a characteristic so that we may know that they exist. Thus, if we see smoke ( dhuma ) and we feel 
heat ( usna ), we know there is a fire ( vahni ). Because there are differences [in characteristics] between the 
five sense objects ( visaya ), we know they exist. Because beings of various sorts conceive and compute 
things in different ways, we know that there are minds ( citta ) and mental events ( caitasikadhanna ). But 
since the atman has no characteristic, we know it does not exist. 

Question. - However, there is breathing (anapana ) which is a characteristic of the atman, and also the 
looking straight ahead and sideways (dlokitavilokita), life (ayus ), mind {citta), suffering or happiness 
(i duhkhasukha ), affection or aversion (icchddvesa), the will ( prayatna ), etc., which are characteristics of the 
atman. If there were no atman, then who would have this breathing, this looking straight ahead or sideways, 
this life, this mind, this suffering or this happiness, this affection or this aversion, this will, etc.? Thus we 
know that there is an atman moving internally and that the life (ayus) and mind (citta) are properties of the 

atman. ^ 09 

If there were no atman, one would be like an ox (go) without an oxherd (sarthvaha). But since there is an 
atman, it can govern the mind, penetrate things without any loss of attentiveness ( pramdda ). 


507 According to the Pali Abhidamma (AtthasalinI, p. 109) and the Sarvastivadins (Kosa, III, p. 96), 
contact (sparsa), the sixth link in the pratityasamutpada chain (above, p. 350F), are six in number and 
arise from the coming together of the three (trikasamnipata), namely, organ, object and consciousness. 
For the Sautrantikas, sparsa is only the meeting itself (Kosa, III, p. 96-97). 

508 Cf. Kosa, IX, p. 296-299. 

509 jhe objector here is the spokesman for the Vaisesikas who assume nine substances ( dravya ), 
including the atman, endowed with qualities ( guna ): cf. Vaisesikasutra (I, I, 5-6). 
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If there were no atman, who would direct the mind and experience unhappiness or happiness? If there were 
no atman, one would be like a piece of wood ( kdstha ), unable to distinguish between suffering and 
happiness, and it would be the same for affection or aversion, effort, etc. 

Nevertheless, since the atman is subtle ( suksma ), it cannot be cognized by the five sense organs ( indriya ), 
and it is by these characteristics that we know it exists. [231a] 

Answer. - But all these characteristics are characteristics of the consciousness (vijnanalaksana)\ It is 
because there is consciousness that there is breathing, looking straight ahead or sideways, life, etc., and 
when the consciousness leaves the body, all of that disappears.^ ^ According to your concept of an eternal 
(anitya) and omnipresent (vydpin) atman, the corpse ( kunapa) itself should still possess respiration, the 
ability to look straight ahead and sideways, life, etc. 

Furthermore, breathing (anapana), etc., are material dharmas ( nipidharma ) moving on the wind of the 
mind: these are characteristics of consciousness ( vijnana ) and not characteristics of the atman. As for life 
(dyus) which is a formation dissociated from mind ( cittaviprayuktasamskdra ), this also is a characteristic of 
consciousness. 

Question. - When one enters into the absorption without mind (acittakasamdpatti)-’ ' * and possibly one 
sleeps without dreaming, the breathing (anapana ) continues and life (dyus) continues. How can you say 
that [breathing and life] are characteristics of consciousness? 

Answer. - Although consciousness is temporarily suspended in the absorption without mind, shortly 
thereafter it must necessarily recur, for it does not leave the body; the time of duration of consciousness is 
long; the time when it disappears is short. This is why [breathing and life] are characteristics of 
consciousness. When a man goes out for a walk, we cannot say that his house is without an owner! 

Sadness and happiness ( duhkhasukha ), affection and aversion (icchddvesa), will (prayatna ), etc., are 
associated with the mind ( cittasamprayukta ), mutual conditions ( sahabhupratyaya ) and accompanying the 
mind ( cittdnuparivartin ): when mind exists, they exist; when mind does not exist, they do not exist. This is 
why these are characteristics of consciousness and not characteristics of the atman. 

Furthermore, supposing the atman did exist, it would be either eternal ( nitya ) or non-eternal (anitya). But, 
as is said: 


The Buddha indeed said: 

Ayur usmatha vijnanam yadd kdyam jahaty ami / 
apaviddhah tadd seteyathd kastlmm acetanah // 

“When life, heat and consciousness leave the body, the body lies abandoned, like a piece of 
wood, without any feeling.” 

For this stanza, which shows variations, see Kosavyakhya, p. 668,1. 16-17, and for the 
canonical sources, Majjhima, I, p. 206,1. 9-11; Samyutta, III, p. 13=43,1. 4-5. 

511 Absorption without mind, also called absorption of non-discrimination (asamjnisamdpatti), during 
which mind and mental events are arrested: see Kosa, II, p. 201. 
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If the atman were eternal 


There would be no new existence ( punarbhava ). 
Eternal and without birth. 

It would also be without deliverance. 

It would also be infallible and inactive: 

This is why we should know 

That there would be neither sinner nor saint 

Nor any object to be sensed ( vedaka ). 

To abandon the ‘me’ (atman) and the ‘mine’ (atmiya) 
Is then to attain nirvana. 

But if there really were an atman. 

We would be unable to reject the idea of ‘me’. 

If the atman were non-eternal 
It ought to perish with the body, 

Like water rushing down from a high cliff. 

There would no longer be either sin or merit.5 1- 


512 in an inaugural dissertation at Munich, M. Saigura has identified these three stanzas as 
Miilamadhyamakarika VIII, 12; XVIII, 2: XVIII, 4, of which here are the text and translation: 

Evam vidydd upddlam vutsargad iti karmanah / 
kartus ca karmakartrbhyam sesdn bhdvdn vibhdvayet // 

Atmany asati cdtnuyam kuta eva bhavisyati / 
nirmamo nirahamarah samdd atmdtmanfnayoh // 

Mamety aham iti kusine bahirdhadhyatmam eva ca / 

Nirudhyata updddnam tatkusaydj janmanah ksayah // 

Transl.- One should understand appropriation as the ‘rejection’ of action and agent. By means 
of action and agent, one will be able to recognize the other essences. 

As the ‘me’ does not exist, how could the ‘mine’ exist? The [yogin] is freed from [the idea] of 
‘me’ and [the idea] of ‘mine’ by means of the suppression of ‘me’ and what is profitable to the ‘me.’ 
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See [above, p. 735F] what has been said in the chapter on Danaparamita about the atman, the cognizing 
( janaka) or non-cognizing subject, and the active ( karaka) or non-active subject. 

Since we cannot discover the characteristics of the atman, we know that the atman is absent in all dharmas. 
Since we know that there is no atman in the dharmas, we cannot conceive the idea of atman. Since there is 
no atman, there cannot be an idea of atmiya, ‘the idea of things belonging to the atman’. When the atman 
and the atmiya have disappeared, there is no longer any bondage, and when there is no longer any bondage, 
that is nirvana. This is why the yogin should cultivate the concept of non-self ( anatmasamjna). 


IV. LINKS BETWEEN IMPERMANENCE, SUFFERING AND NON-SELF 


Question. - Impermanence ( anitya ), suffering ( duhkha ) and non-self ( andtman ) are one single thing or they 
are three things. If they are only one thing, we should not speak of three. If they are three things, why did 
the Buddha [identify them] be saying: “That which is impermanent is suffering; that which is suffering is 
non-self’ (yad anityam tad duhkham, yad duhkham tad andtma )? [231b] 

Answer. - It is just one and the same thing, namely, the correct grasping of impure dharmas 
(sdsravadhannapratigratia) but, since the points of view differ, there are three distinct [terms]: 

1) Anityasamjna is associated with the aspect of impermanence ( anitydkdrasamprayukta ). - Duhkhasamjhd 
is associated with the aspect of suffering ( duhkhdkdrdsamprayukta ). - Anatmasamjna is associated with 
the non-self aspect (andtmdkdrasamprayukta)P ' 3 

2) Anitya does not penetrate into the threefold world ( traidhdtuka ). - Duhkha makes known the defects 
(dosa) of the threefold world. - Andtman is rejection of the world ( lokaparitydga ). 

i) Anitya produces the mind of disgust ( udvegacitta ). - Duhkha produces fear ( bhaya ). - Andtman tears up 
in order to liberate. 

4) Concerning anitya, the Buddha said: “The five aggregates of attachment are impermanent” 
(pahcopdddnaskandhd anitydh). - Concerning duhkha, the Buddha said: “That which is impermanent is 
suffering” (yad anityam tad duhkham). - Concerning andtman, the Buddha said: “That which is suffering is 
non-self’ (yad duhkham tad andtma). 


What is called ‘me’ and ‘mine’ being suppressed both externally as well as internally, the 
appropriation is destroyed and the destruction of the latter [results] in the destruction of birth. 

These karikas have nothing in common with the stanzas presented here by the Traite. Many 
other fanciful comparisons may also be found in the dissertation in question 

513 Anitya, duhkha and andtmaka along with emptiness (sunya) comprise the four aspects of the first 
noble Truth: above, p. 64IF. 
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5) Concerning anitya , the Buddha spoke of the destruction of the five aggregates of attachment. - 
Concerning duhkha, the Buddha said that it pierces the heart like an arrow ( salya ). - Concerning andtman, 
the Buddha spoke of rejection ( utsarjana ). 

6) Concerning anitya, he said that it destroys desire (trsna). - Concerning duhkha, he said that it destroys 
pride of self ( asmimdna ). - Concerning andtman, he said that it destroys wrong views (: mithyadrsti ).514 

7) Anitya dispels the view of eternalism ( sdsvatadrsti ). - Duhkha dispels the view in which there is the 
happiness of nirvana in the present lifetime. - Andtman dispels any possibility of attachment 
(i abhinivesasthdna ). 

8) Anitya is addressed to those who are attached to permanent things. - Duhkha is addressed to those who 
imagine a possibility of happiness. - Andtman is addressed to those who imagine a stable Self. 

[Anitya, duhkha and andtman ] are one notion with three different aspects. 

The notion of non-self (andtmasamjnd) takes as its object (dlambate) the multiplicity of things ( ndndtva ): 
see what was said with regard to the notion of suffering ( duhkhasamjnd). 


V. THE CONCEPT OF REVULSION TOWARD FOOD 


When one notices that food arises from disgusting causes and conditions (, asubhahetupratyaya ), this is the 
notion of revulsion toward food (dhdre pratikulasamjnd).-’ ' 5 

Thus, meat ( mdmsa ) comes from sperm ( bija ), blood ( sonita) and urine ( mutra ); it is the seat of pus (puya) 
and worms ( krmi ). Ghee ( ghrta ), milk ( ksfra ) and curdled milk ( dadhi ), products of a transformation of 
blood, are nothing but rottenness. 

The cook also adds to it his sweat and all kinds of dirt. When food is put into the mouth, the throat 
(mastaka) secretes disgusting saliva ( sihghdnaka ) that runs down from two channels, joins with the mucus 


514 Samyutta, IV, p. 147-148, expresses itself in an analogous manner: Understanding and seeing the 
six senses, the six objects, the six consciousnesses and the six contacts as aniccato suppresses wrong 
views ( micchdditthi ); seeing them as dukkhato suppresses the belief in the T ( sakkdyaditthi ); seeing 
them as anattato suppresses all speculation on the self ( attdnuditthi ). 

515 Cf Anguttara, IV, p. 49: Ahdrepatikulasannaparicitena bhikkuno cetasd bahulam viharato 
rasatanhdya cittam patfliyati patikutati pativattati na sampasdnyati, upekkhd vd pdtikkulyatd vd 
santhdti: “When a monk devotes himself deeply to reflection filled with disgust towards food, his mind 
escapes from desire for flavors, withdraws, shrivels up and is not released; indifference or repugnance is 
established.” 
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(kheta)~ > * 6 and then produces flavor (rasa). The food is thus formed like vomit ( udara ) where it is 
solidified by the earth [element] ( prthivi ), moistened by the water (ap), stirred by the wind (vdyu) and 
cooked by the fire ( tejas ).517 In the same way, when boiled rice (yavdgu ) is cooked in a pot ( sthdli ), the 
dirt sinks to the bottom and the clean part stays at the surface. By means of a process similar to wine¬ 
brewing, the impurities are changed into excrement (vis) and the cleanliness into urine (mutra). 

The kidneys have three orifices.5 18 gy means of the [internal] wind, the fatty juice spreads throughout the 
hundred veins (asira), joins with the blood, coagulates and is changed into flesh (mamsa). 

From this new flesh arise fat ( meda ), bone (asthi) and marrow (majjam). 

From that comes the organ of touch (kdyendriya). From the union of the recent flesh and the new flesh arise 
the five sense organs (pancendriya). From the five sense organs arise the five consciousnesses 
(pancavijnana ). From the five consciousnesses arises the mental consciousness (manovijndna) which 
analyzes and grasps characteristics (nimittdny udgrhndti ) and distinguishes the beautiful from the ugly. 

Next there arise the ideas of ‘me’ (atman) and ‘mine’ (dtmvya), negative emotions (klesa) and bad actions 
(nigha). 

This is how the yogin meditates on food, the first and last causes of which involve many impurities 
(asubha). He knows that his internal (ddhydtmika) four great elements (mahabhuta) are not different from 
the external (bdhya) four great elements, and it is only from the wrong view of the self (dtmadrsti) that the 
existence of the ‘I’ is created. 

Furthermore, the yogin says to himself: “In order to make this food, somebody has worked very hard; he 
had to clear the land, plant, hoe, harvest, [231c] beat, grind, wash and cook. For a single bowl of cooked 
rice (odana), the laborers have combined oceans of sweat (svedd). If they are compared, the food is just a 
small amount but the sweat [poured forth to make it] is a huge amount. And this food that has required such 
great labor is nothing but bitter suffering. As soon as it is put into the mouth, it becomes dirt and is worth 
nothing. In the space of one night, it is changed into excrement and urine. At the beginning, it was a 
pleasant taste loved by people; changed into dirt, it is a disgusting thing that nobody wants.” 

The yogin also says to himself: “If I am attached to this bad food, I will fall into hell (niraya) where I will 
have to swallow red-hot iron balls (ayogndd ddvptdh).^^ Having come out of hell, I will become an animal 


51° Salivary secretion influenced by the vegetative nervous system. The parotid or salivary glands are 
meant here, the excretory channel of which is called the Stenon channel, opening by a distinct orifice on 
either side (note by Dr. C. Harvengt). 

51 7 The internal four great elements give the body solidity, liquidity, movement and warmth, 
respectively. 

51 ^ Rather than kidneys, what is meant here is the bladder which has three orifices, two upper orifices, 
the ureters which bring in the urine excreted by the kidneys, and a lower orifice, the urethra, by means of 
which it expels this urine outside at intervals at greater or lesser intervals (note by Dr, C. Harvengt). 

51^ Punishment reserved for a particular hell described above, p. 963F and note. 
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(i tiiyagyoni ), a cow (go), a sheep ( edaka ) or a camel ( ustra ), and I will be acquitted of my former debt. Or 
else, I will be a pig ( sukara ), a dog ( kukkura ) and I will always eat excrement.” 

Thinking of food in this way engenders the notion of disgust (udvegasamjnd) and, by means of this disgust 
for food, one becomes disgusted with the five objects of enjoyment (pancakaramguna ). 

[The brahmin who unwittingly ate disgusting cakes.] - There was a brahmin who practiced the rules of 
[alimentary] purity. Having to go to some unclean land on business, he thought: “How will I manage to 
avoid all this uncleanliness? It will be necessary for me to eat dry food and so I will be able to maintain my 
purity.” 

He saw an old woman who was selling cakes of white marrow (meal, flour??) and said to her: “I have 
reason to stay here for about a hundred days. Make me these cakes regularly and bring them to me, I will 
pay you well.” Each day the old woman made the cakes and brought them to him. The brahmin liked their 
taste and was happy with this plentiful food. 

At the beginning, the cakes made by the old woman were white, but later, little by little they lost their color 
(rupa) and their taste. The brahmin asked the old woman what was the reason for this. She replied: “It is 
because the canker (ganda) is healed.” The brahmin asked her what she meant by this and the old woman 
answered: “At my house, a prostitute contracted a canker on her privy parts and we applied flour ( saktu ), 
ghee (ghrta ) and sweet herbs ( yastimadhu ) to it.520 yh e canker ripened, the pus ( puya ) came out and 
mixed with the poultice. This happened every day and I made the cakes that I gave you with this: that is 
why they were so good. Now that the woman’s canker has healed, where am I going to find [the 
wherewithal to make them]?” 

Having heard this, the brahmin struck his head with his fists, beat his breast, vomited and shouted: “How 
can I say how much I have violated the rules of [alimentary] purity? But now my business is settled.” 
Leaving all his affairs, he returned in haste to his native land. 

It is the same for the yogin. He is attached to food and drink, is joyful and loves to eat. Seeing the beautiful 
colors of the food, its softness, its aroma and its taste, he does not think about the impurities ( asubha ). Later 
when he has to undergo the painful retribution ( duhkhavipdka ), how great will be his repentance 
(kaukrtya)] If he can see the beginning and the end ( purvdparanta ) of food, he produces a mind of disgust 
(udvegacitta) and, eliminating the desire for food (dharatrsnd), he rejects the five^l objects of enjoyment 
( pancakdmaguna ). Completely detached ( virakta ) from the happiness of the world of desire ( kdmadhdtu), 
he cuts through these five objects and is also free from the five fetters of lower rank 
( pancdvarabhdgiyasamyojana ).522 


520 Mahavyut., no. 5802. 

521 Adopting the variant wou in place of .weir. 

522 yhe five fetters favorable to “the lower part”, i.e., to kamadhatu, either prevent one from leaving of 
this world or make one return to it. These are belief in the self ( satkdyadrsti ), unjustified trust in the 
efficacy of rituals and vows (silavrataparamarsa ), doubt ( vicikitsd), love of pleasure ( kdmacchanda ) and 
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For all these reasons and these disadvantages [of food], the yogin no longer loves it and is no longer 
attached to it: This is what is called the notion of repugnance toward food (aharepratikulasamjna). 


VI. LOGICAL ORDER OF THE TEN CONCEPTS 


Question. - Anityasamjna, duhkhasamjna, anatmasamjna are associated with a pure wisdom 
(andsravaprajnd) whereas the four following concepts, ahare pratikulasamjna, [samaloke 
‘nabhiratisamjhd, maranasamjhd and asucisamjna ] are [232a] associated with an impure wisdom 
(sdsravaprajnd). Why does [the sutra] speak of them secondly? 

Answer. - The Buddhist doctrine consists of a twofold path: i) the path of seeing the Truths 
(darsanamdrga ) and ii ) the path of meditation ( bhdvandmdrga ). 

In the path of seeing the Truths, by using the three notions [of anitya, duhkha and andtman ], the yogin 
destroys wrong views ( mithyddrsti), obtains the quality of arya, but is not yet detached from desire 
(virakta). 

It is with this detachment (vairdgya ) in mind that, after having spoken of the first three notions, the sutra 
now speaks of the four intermediate notions: ahare pratikulasamjna, [sai'valoke ‘nabhiratisamjhd, 
maranasamjhd and asucisamjna ] by means of which the yogin succeeds in freeing himself from the 
afflictions, lust, etc. ( rdgddiklesa). 

Thus the first three notions are features of the path of seeing the Truths ( satyadarsanamdrga ), the four 
intermediate notions are features of the path of meditation ( bhdvandmdrga ) and the last three notions 
[ prahdnasamjhd, vairdgyasamjhd and nirodhasamjhd] are features of the path of the saints who have 
nothing more to train in ( asaiksamdrga). 

In starting to practice the foundation of mindfulness of the body ( kdyasmrtyupasthdna) , the yogin still has 
some notion of revulsion toward food but, as he rarely uses it, the Buddha did not speak of it.523 Here, so 
that the srotaapannas and sakrdagamins can escape from desire, the Buddha, having spoken about 
anatmasamjna [the third notion on the list], now speaks of the four [intermediate] notions beginning with 
ahare pratikulasamjna. 


VII. THE CONCEPT OF DISSATISFACTION TOWARD THE ENTIRE WORLD 


malice (y ydpdda): cf. DIgha, I, p. 156; II, p. 92, 252; III, p. 234; Majjhima, I, p. 432: Samyutta, V, p. 61, 
69; Anguttara, IV, p. 459; V, p. 17. 

533 An allusion to the Satipatthdnasutta of Majjhima, I, p. 55-63, which is silent about revulsion toward 
food. 
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Notion of dissatisfaction toward the entire world ( sarvaloke ‘nabhirati ). - If one thinks about the world, its 
sense pleasures ( kdmaguna ), sweet tastes (rasa), chariots, fine garments, warm rooms, gardens, houses and 
all kinds of pleasant things, one has a notion of contentment (abhiratisamjna). If one thinks of the 
misfortunes and misdeeds of the world, the mind has a notion of dislike (udvegasamjna). What are the ills 
of the world? 

The ills of the world are of two types 1) beings (sattva); ii) lands (pradesa). 

1. Evils and wickedness of beings 


a. Beings have eight kinds of evils and torments: 1) birth (Jdti), 2) old age (jam), 3) sickness (vyddhi), 4) 
death (maraud), 5) being separated from what one loves (priyaviprayoga), 6) gaining what one does not 
love (apriyasamprayoga), 7) not getting what one wants (yad apfcchan paryesamano na labhate), 8) in 
short, the five aggregates of attachment are suffering (samksiptena pancopdpddanaskandhd duhkham ).524 

b. As for the wickedness of beings: 

Out of excessive lust (rdgabahulydt), they do not differentiate between beauty and ugliness; they do not 
follow the teachings of their parents and teachers; they have no shame (hri) or modesty (apatrdpya) and are 
not different from the animals. 

Out of excessive hatred (dvesabahulydt), they do not differentiate between the light (laghu) and the heavy 
(guru); enraged by the poison of anger (krodhavisa), they go so far as to refuse the Buddha’s word;525 they 
do not want to hear the Dharma; they are not afraid of the bad destinies (durgati); they inflict violent 
beatings; they do not care about others’ sufferings and, entering into the great shadows (mahatamas), they 
see nothing more. 

Out of excessive ignorance (mohabahulyat), they do not find the means of realizing what they are looking 
for; they do not understand the causes of things, as if they were trying to get milk (ksfra) from a horn 
(visdna).526 

Enveloped by ignorance (avidhydvrta), even if they are in the light of the sun, they will never see anything. 
Out of excessive greed (mdtsaryabdhulydt), their house is like a tomb which nobody comes near. 


524 Excerpt from the Sermon of Benares: Pali Vinaya. I, p. 10; Catusparisad, p. 158; Mahavastu, III, p. 
332; Lalitavistara, p. 417; Mahavyut., no. 2223-2240. 

525 Rejection of the holy Dharma (saddharmapratiksepa) is a particularly serious fault: cf. 
Sarvadharmavaipulyasamgrahasutra cited in Siksasamuccaya, p. 95, and Panjika, p.147. 

526 Canonical comparison (Majjhima, III, p. 141: Seyyathdpipuriso kluratthiko kluragavesT 
khirapariyesanaii caramdno gavim tarunavaccham visdnato dvinjeyya... abhabho khirassa 
adhigamandya. 
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Out of excessive pride and haughtiness (; manastambha ), they do not honor the saints (arya ) and do not 
venerate their parents. 

Careless ( pramatta ), they ruin themselves and have no honesty. 

Out of excessive wrong views ( mithyadrstibahulyat), they do not believe in the present existence 
(ihajanman ) or in the future existence ( parajanman ), they do not believe in sin (apatti) or merit (punya ), 
and it is impossible to live with them. 

All these afflictions abounding in them, these wretched people have no uprightness. Their sins are 
numerous, they commit the five heinous crimes of immediate retribution (pancdnantaiya ): sometimes they 
kill their father and mother; sometimes they wound the saints; sometimes they demand special honors, they 
slander faithful and celibate people and they are an offense to their kinsmen. 

Furthermore, of the beings inhabiting the world, honest people ( sddhu ) are rare and evil people ( durjana ) 
are numerous. 

It may be that people of good conduct are poor, lowly and ugly, and it may be that rich good-looking 
people are of bad conduct. It may be that those who love to give are poor and without resources, and it may 
be that rich [232b] fortunate people are miserly, greedy and unwilling to give. 

If people see a thoughtful man silent and not speaking, they say that he is proud, haughty and does not want 
to serve. If they see an obliging man, benevolent and charitable, they say he is deceitful and a toady. If they 
see an eloquent orator, they accuse him of being dependent on inadequate knowledge and consider him to 
be proud. 

If they see a simple straightforward honest man, they all join up to deceive him, subjugate him, direct him 
and tyrannize him. If they see an easy gentle man, they join up to despise him, trample him underfoot and 
treat him impolitely. If they see a man observing pure morality, they accuse him of hypocritical behavior, 
scorn him and do not respect him. 

Such people are perverts and unlovable. 

2. Wretchedness of lands 


Wretchedness of lands. - All lands are filled with calamities and disadvantages: heat and cold (sftosna), 
hunger and thirst ( ksutpipdsd), sickness, epidemics, malaria, suffering, old age, sickness, death, fears; there 
is no country free of them. Anywhere you go, all these evils follow you and there is no place where you can 
avoid them. Although there are wealthy peaceful lands, many are tormented by the defilements ( klesa ) and 
do not deserve the name of happy lands. All involve the two kinds of suffering, bodily suffering (kdyika 
duhkha) and mental suffering (caitasika duhkha)', no land is free of them. Thus it is said: 

There are lands that are too cold, 

There are lands that are too hot, 
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There are lands without safety and protection. 
There are lands where the miseries abound. 


There are lands perpetually in famine ( durbhiksa ), 

There are lands where sicknesses are abundant. 

There are lands where merit is not cultivated. 

Thus there is no happy place. 

As beings and lands have all these troubles, it is said that there is no happiness in the world ( loka ). 

The ills of the desire realm ( kdmadhdtu ) are such [as we have spoken of], but when one dies in the two 
higher realms [rupa- and arupyadhatu] and falls back down here, one suffers even greater humiliation than 
in this lower world: thus, when one falls from a very high place, one is smashed to pieces and crushed. 

Question. - What are the differences between anitya, duhkha and anatmasamjna on the one hand and 
samaloke ‘nabhiratisamjna on the other hand, and why speak of them separately? 

Answer. - There are two kinds of consideration (anupasyand): i ) a general consideration 
(samastanupasyand), ii ) a specific consideration ( bhinndnupasyand). The first three concepts are of the 
general order whereas [the concept of the world] is of specific order.527 

Furthermore, there are two kinds of consideration: i) consideration about things ( dharmdnupasyand ), and 
ii) consideration about beings ( sattvdnupsyand). The first three concepts are a consideration consisting of 
disapproval of all things, whereas here, the concept of the world is considering the wickedness and the 
troubles of beings: it is not the same. 

Furthermore, the first three notions are the pure path ( andsravamarga ),528 whereas the concept of the 
world belongs to the impure path ( sdsravamdrga ). 

Finally, the first three notions are of the path of seeing the Truths ( satyadarsanamdrga ) whereas the 
concept of the world is of the path of meditation ( bhdvandmdrga ). 

Thus there are many differences. The concept of dissatisfaction in regard to the entire world ( sarvaloke 
‘nabhiratisamjna) is included in all the levels (, sarvabhumisamgrhvta ) and bears upon the dharmas of the 
threefold world. 


VIII. THE CONCEPTS OF DEATH AND IMPURITY 


527 The concepts of anitya and duhkha include all conditioned dharmas {samskrta) and the concept of 
andtma includes all dharmas without exception: they therefore have as object all dharmas inclusively. 
The concept of samaloke ‘nabhirati is concerned only with beings ( sattva ) and lands (pradesa ). 

528 Because they involve detachment in regard to the threefold world. 
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On the concept of death (, maranasamjna), see what has been said above (p. 1422F) about marananusmrti. - 
On the concept of impurity (, asucisamjna), see what has been said above (p. 115IF) about 
kayasmrtyupasthana. 


IX. THE CONCEPTS OF RENUNCIATION, DETACHMENT AND CESSATION 


[232c] The concepts of renunciation ( prahdnasamjna ), detachment ( viragasamjnd ) and cessation 
( nirodhasamjnd) have the characteristics ( nimitta) of nirvana as object (alambante ).529 Because the latter 
cuts through the fetters ( samyojana ), there is the notion of renunciation; because it renounces the fetters, 
there is the notion of detachment; because it suppresses the fetters, there is the notion of cessation. 

Question. - If that is so, one single notion would suffice; why then mention three? 

Answer. - It is again a matter of one and the same thing spoken of in three different ways as was the case 
above (p. 1452F), where it was said: That which is impermanent is suffering and that which is suffering is 
impermanent.” It is the same here where the wickedness and the miseries of the entire world are so heavy 
that they are condemned in three ways. When a huge tree is being cut down, it is impossible to cut it down 
using just one saw. Since nirvana is an excellent ( pranfta ) dharma not yet attained previously 
(i apurvaprapta ), it is praised in diverse ways: hence the notions of renunciation ( prahdnasamjna), 
detachment ( viragasamjnd ) and cessation ( nirodhasamjnd). 

Furthermore, as nirvana cuts through the three poisons (trivisa), it is called abandonment ( prahana ); as it 
abandons desire ( rdga ), it is called detachment (virago), and as it suppresses all suffering to the point that it 
no longer arises, it is called cessation (nirodha). 

Furthermore, during the preparatory path (prayogamdrga) consisting of heat (usmagata), summits 
(murdhan), patience (ksdnti) and the supreme worldly dharmas ( laukikdgradharma ),530 the yogin who has 

5-9 Anguttara, V, p. 110-111, defines these three concepts in the following way: Idh ’ Ananda bhikkhit 
uppannam kdmavitakkam nddhivdsetipajahati vinodeti vyantikaroti ...tanhakkhayo nirodho nibbdnan ti. 
Ayam vucat ’ Ananda nirodhasanna. 

Transl. - Here, O Ananda, the monk refuses, abandons, removes, destroys and suppresses the thoughts of 
desire, malice, harm and wicked bad dharmas when they arise: this is the concept of abandonment. 

Then the monk, withdrawn into the forest, under a tree or in an empty house, reflects and says 
to himself: The pacification of all the formations, the rejection of all conditionings, the destruction of 
desire, cessation, nirvana, is a good thing, is an excellent thing: this is detachment. 

Finally, the monk, withdrawn into the forest, etc. ... : this is the concept of cessation. 

Note that this sutra defines detachment and cessation in the same terms. These concepts are 
synonyms of nirvana. 

530 The four aids to insight (nirvedhabhdgiya) discussed above, p. 495F, 1067F, 141 IF. 
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the vision of the correct knowledge (samyagjnana), moves away from the defilements (kiesa): that is the 
notion of detachment (virdgasamjnd). - Obtaining the pure path ( anasravamarga ), he cuts the fetters 
(samyojana): that is the notion of renunciation (prahdnasamjnd). - When he enters into nirvana, he 
suppresses the five aggregates of attachment (pancopdddnaskandha ) that will be continued no longer: that 
is the notion of cessation (nirodhasamjnd). 

The notion of renunciation is nirvana-with-residue ( sopadhisescmirvdna ); the notion of cessation is nirvana- 
without-residue (n irupadh lies an irvdna) ; the notion of detachment is the means (updyd), the door, to both 
nirvanas. 

These three concepts, sometimes impure ( sdsrava ) and sometimes pure ( andsrava ), are included 
(samgrluta) in all the stages (, bhumi ). 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII: THE ELEVEN KNOWLEDGES, THE 
THREE MEDITATIVE STABILIZATIONS AND THE 
THREE FACULTIES (P . 1465F) 


First Section THE ELEVEN KNOWLEDGES 

PRELIMINARY NOTE 


According to the oldest sources, the Buddhist texts call for a number of knowledges (Sanskrit, jnana; Pali, 
nana) which the scholastics will do their utmost to classify and define. 


I. THE TEN KNOWLEDGES IN THE SUTRAPITAKA 


Attempts at classification are relatively rare: 

1. The suttas of the Nanassa vatthuni of the Samyutta, II, p. 56-60 (Tsa a han, T 99, no. 356-357, k. 14, p. 
99cl9-100al 1) propose two classes of nanci, one of 44 and the other of 77 units. The first results from 
attributing to each of the eleven members of the causal chain - from jardmarana to sankhara - four 
knowledges relating to suffering, its origin, its cessation and the path to its cessation, which gives a total of 
4 x 11 =44. The second class results from attributing seven more knowledges to each of the same 
members, so 7 x 11 = 77. 

2. Other more important groupings are also given by the Sutrapitaka: 

a. Four knowledges concerning: i) things ( dhamme nanam), ii ) consequences ( anvaye nanam), iii) analysis 
of another’s mind (paricchede nanam = paresam cittaparicchede nanam), iv) conventions 
(sammutindnam), respectively: cf. Dlgha, III, p. 226, 277;Vibhanga, p. 315, 330. 

b. Four other knowledges, altogether constituting right view (sammdditthi) and concerning /') suffering 
(duhkhe nanam), ii) its origin ( samudaye nanam), iii) its cessation (nirodhe nanam), iv) the path to its 
cessation ( marge or nirodhagdminiydpatipaddya nanam)'. cf. Dlgha, II, p. 312; III, p. 227; Majjhima, III, p. 
251; Samyutta, V, p. 8-9, 430: Patisambhida, I, p. 41, 118, 133; Vibhanga, p. 104, 235, 293, 315, 328; 
Dhammasanganl, p. 189. 

c. Two knowledges, belonging to the arhat, concerning cessation of the impurities ( khaye nanam) and their 
non-rearising in the future ( anuppdde nanam) respectively: cf. Dlgha, III, p. 214, 274. 

Later scholasticism, adding the three groups together, will posit the category of ten knowledges. 
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II. THE TEN KNOWLEDGES IN THE SANSKRIT ABHIDHARMA 


Working with the canonical sources that have been presented above, the Sanskrit Abhidharma established a 
list often knowledges, one of the masterpieces of the Sarvastvadin-Vaibhaisika school. These are: 

1) dharmajnana, 

2) anvayajndna, 

3) paracittajnana, 

4) samvrtijnana, 

5) duhkhajndna, 

6) samudayajnana, 

7) nirodhajnana, 

8) margajnana, 

9) ksayajndna, 

10) anutpadajnana. 

This list, the order of which is sometimes slightly modified, appears on the following texts: 

1. Vasumitra’s Abhidharmaprakaranapada, T 1541, k. 1, p. 628b7-c6; T 1542, k. 1, p. 693c22-694al4. 
Extracts of the original Sanskrit are cited by the Kosavyakhya, p. 616,1. 29-617,1. 27. 

2. Katyayanfputra’s Abhidharmajnanaprathana, T 1543, K. 12, p. 829c; T 1544, k. 9, p. 963c. 

3. Dharmatrata’s Samyuktabhidharmasara, T 1552, k. 6, p. 817all-b5. 

4. Ghosaka’s Abhidharmartarasa, T 1553, k. 1, p. 974a5-6 (reconstr. Sastri, p. 89,1. 3-4). 

5. Skandhila’s (?) Abhidharmavataraprakarana, T 1554, k. 2, p. 985bl2-13. 

6. Harivarman’s Satyasiddhisastra, T 1646, k. 16, p. 371c21-372c28. 

7. Mahavibhasa by the Five Hundred great Arhats, T 1545, k. 106, p. 549b21-cl0. 

8. Kosa, VII, p. 11. 

9. Samghabhadra’s Nyayanusara, T 1562, k. 73, p. 735c8-10. 

10. Abhidharmadlpa, p. 374. 

11. Mahavyutpatti, no. 1234-1243. 

In these texts there are precise definitions of these ten jnana : those of the Abhidharmaprakaranapada (T 
1542, p. 693c23-694al5) partially cited in the Kosavyakhya, p. 616,1. 29-617,1. 27 are presented here: 
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1 .Dhamrajnanam katamat. kamapratisamyuktesu samskaresu yad amasravam .... 8. ...jnanam idam icy ate 
‘nvayajnanam. 

9-10. Missing in the Sanskrit version. 

Transl. from the Chinese. - 1. What is the knowledge of things ( dharmajiidna )? The knowledge of things 
is: t) the pure knowledge concerning the formations associated with the desire realm; ii) the pure 
knowledge concerning the cause of the formations associated with the desire realm; Hi) the pure knowledge 
concerned with the the cessation of the formations associated with the desire realm; iv) the pure knowledge 
concerned with the path leading to the cessation of the formations associated with the desire realm; v) the 
knowledge concerned with the knowledge of things and the stage {Fr. terre} of the knowledge of things is 
also called knowledge of things. 

2. What is subsequent knowledge ( anvayajndna )? Subsequent knowledge is: i) the pure knowledge 
concerning the formations associated with the form realm and the formless realm; ii) the pure knowledge 
concerning the cause of the formations associated with the form realm and the formless realm; iii) the pure 
knowledge concerning the cessation of the formations associated with the form realm and the formless 
realm; iv) the pure knowledge concerning the paths leading to the cessation of the formations associated 
with the form realm and the formless realm; v) the pure knowledge concerning the subsequent knowledge 
and the stage of subsequent knowledge is also called consecutive knowledge. 

3. What is the knowledge of another’s mind ( paracittajndna)' ? Realized by cultivation of the knowledges 
(jndnabhdvand), it is the support ( niraya) of the fruit of this cultivation. Obtained by this cultivation, it is 
an unimpeded knowledge ( apratihatajndna) concerning another’s mind (citta) and mental events ( caitta) 
associated with the desire realm and also in part with the pure ( anadsrava ) mind and mental events of 
another. 

4. What is conventional knowledge ( samvrtijndna )? It is all the impureknowledges ( sarvasdsravajnana ). 

5. What is the knowledge of suffering ( duhkhajndna )? It is the pure knowledge produced when the five 
aggregates of attachment are considered to be impermanent, painful, empty and without self. 

6. What is the knowledge of the origin of suffering ( samudayajndna )? It is the pure knowledge produced 
when the cause of impure things is considered as cause, origin, production and condition. 

7. What is the knowledge of the cessation of suffering ( nirodhajiidna )? It is the pure knowledge produced 
when this cessation is considered as cessation, peace, excellent and bringing salvation. 

8. What is the knowledge of the path of cessation of suffering ( mdrgajiidna )? It is the pure knowledge 
produced when the path is considered as path, logical, the definitive attainment and exit. 

9. What is the knowledge of the suppression of the impurities ( ksayajndna )? It is the pure knowledge 
produced when one thinks: “Suffering has been completely known by me; the origin has been abandoned 
by me; the cessation has been realized by me; the path has been practiced by me”: it is a knowledge, a 
seeing, a science, an intelligence, a light, an understanding. 
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10. What is the knowledge of the non-rearising of the impurities (, anutpadajnana )? It is the pure knowledge 
produced when one thinks: “The suffering perfectly known by me is no longer to be known; the origin 
abandoned by me is no longer to be abandoned; the cessation realized by me is no longer to be realized; the 
path practiced by me is no longer to be practiced”: it is a knowledge, a seeing, a science, an intelligence, a 
light, an understanding. 


Ill THE ELEVEN KNOWLEDGES IN THE MAHAYANA 


The Mahayana retains the list of ten knowledges established by the Sanskrit Abhidharma but gives it a very 
different interpretation and adds an eleventh knowledge at the end. 

1. Lists of Eleven Knowledges in the Prajnaparamitas in Sanskrit 

List A appears in the Pancavimsati, ed. N. Dutt, p. 208, 1. 23—209, 1. 1. it should also be on p. 20 of the 
same editions but the text is corrupt. 

List B appears in the Astadasasahasrika, ed. E. Conze, p. 193, 1. 18-23, and the Satasahasrika, ed. P. Ghosa, 
p. 61,1. 6-62,1. 16; p. 1440,1. 10-13. 


List A 

List B 

1. duhka- 

1. duhkha- 

2. samudaya- 

2. samudaya- 

3. nirodha- 

3. nirodlw- 

4. marga- 

4. marga- 

5. ksaya- 

5. ksaya- 

6. anutpdda- 

6. anutpdda- 

7. dharma- 

7. dharma- 

8. anvaya- 

8. anvaya- 

9. samvrti- 

9. samvrti- 

10. parijaya- 

10. paricaya- 

11. yatharuta-jnana 

11. yatharuta-jnana. 


The last two numbers are problematic: 
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Paricaya- or parijaya-jnana. - For the meaning of the word, see Edgerton, Dictionaiy, p. 322; Conze, 
Materials, p. 245. The Pancavimsati defines it as pratipatparijayajnana ‘cognition of the mastery of the 
path’ according to Conze. The Satasahasrika, p. 1441, 1. 20, defines it as pratipaksajnana ‘knowledge of 
the antidote’. Neither of these definitions is satisfactory. But if we proceed by elimination, it is clear that in 
the list of the ten knowledges paricaya or parajayajndna, whichever the orthography of the word, can here 
only designate the paracittajndna ‘knowledge of another’s mind’ rendered in the Pali sources given above 
by the terms paricchede ndnam or cittaparicchede ndnam. 

Yathdrutajndna. - Taken out of context, the expression can only mean ‘knowledge that conforms to the 
expression’. But the Pancavimsati, p. 209, 1. 9 and the Satasahasrika, p. 1441, 1. 21, defines it as 
tathdgatasya sarvdkdrajhatdjhdnam ‘knowledge of the consciousness of all aspects [of things], belonging 
to the Tathagata’. If this explanation is valid, then I [Lamotte] think the reading yathdrutajndna should be 
corrected to yathdbhutajnana ‘consciousness conforming to reality’, the variant attested by some Chinese 
versions. 

2. Lists of the eleven knowledges in the Chinese Prajnaparamitas 


List A appears in the Pancavimsati translated by Kumarajiva, T 223, , k. 1, p. 219al3-15; and in the 
Pancavimsati by Hiuan-tsang, T 220, vol. VII, k. 415, p. 80bl-3. 

List B appears in Kumarajlva’s Pancavimsati, T 223, k. 5, p. 254cl9-21, and the translations of Hiuan- 
tsang in the Satasahasrika (T 220, vol. V, k. 3, p. 12a25-27), the Pancavimsati (T220, vol. VII, k. 402, p. 
7c4-6), and the Astadasasahasrika (T 220, vol. VII, k. 479, p. 429c24-26; ik. 489, p. 487c24-25). 

It should be noted that Kumarajiva calls the eleventh knowledge yathdbhutajnana whereas Hiuan-tsang 
always give it the reading yathdrutajndna. 


List A 

List B 

1. dharma- 

1. duhkha- 

2. anvaya- 

2. samudaya- 

3. paracitta- 

3. nirodha- 

4. samvrti- 

4. mdrga- 

5. duhkha- 

5. ksaya- 

6. samudaya- 

6. anutpada- 

7. nirodha- 

7. dharma- 

8. mdrga- 

8. anvaya- 
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9. samvrti- 


9. ksaya- 

10. anutpdda- 

11. yathabhutajnana in K; 
yathaarutajnana in H-t. 


10. paracitta- 

11. yathabhutajnana in K; 
yathdrutajnana in H-t. 


A. Definition of the eleven knowledges in the Prajnaparamitas 

This will be found in the following recensions: 

1. Pancavimati, p. 209,1. 1-9; T 223, k. 5, p. 254c21-255a4; T 220, vol. VII, k. 415, p. 80b3-21. 

2. Astadasasahasrika, T 220, vol. VII, k. 489, p. 487c26-488al5. 

3. Satasahasrika, p. 1440,1. 13-1441,1. 22. 

Here I [Lamotte] limit myself to restoring the Pancavimsati translated by Kumarajlva, T 223, k. 5, p. 
254c21-255a4, into Sanskrit: 

1. Tatra katamad duhkhajndnam. yad duhkhasydnutpadajnanam idam ucyate ... 11. ... tathdgatasya 
sarvdkdrajnatdjnanam idam ucyate yathdbhutajndnam. 

Transl. - 1. What is the knowledge of suffering? It is the knowledge of the non-production of suffering. 

2. What is the knowledge of the origin of suffering? It is the knowledge of the abandonment of this origin. 

3. What is the knowledge of the cessation of suffering? It is the knowledge of the original cessation of this 
suffering. 

4. What is the knowledge of the path of cessation of suffering? It is the awareness of the noble eightfold 
Path. 

5. What is the knowledge of the cessation of the impurities? It is the knowledge of cessation of lust, hatred 
and ignorance. 

6. What is the knowledge of the non-rearising of the impurities? It is the knowledge of the non-production 
of these impurities in the Blessed One. 

7. What is the knowledge of things? It is the knowledge consisting of the discerning of [the characteristics, 
impermanence, etc.] of these things. 

8. What is subsequent knowledge? It is the knowledge consisting of saying: “The eye is impermanent” and 
so on up to “Mind, contact, co-dependent production and feeling are impermanent.” 

9. What is conventional knowledge? It is the knowledge of the name of causes and conditions. 

10. What is the knowledge of another’s mind? It is to know the minds of other beings and other individuals 
by means of the mind. 
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11. What is knowledge conforming to reality? It is the knowledge, belonging to the Tathagata, of the 
consciousness of all the aspects. 

These explanations are exactly opposite to the definitions given above by the Sanskrit Abhidharma: they 
represent the Mahayanist point of view and are commented on by the Traite in turn: below, p. 1483F and 
later, k. 27, p. 257cl4-16; k, 48, p. 406b-c; k. 84, p. 650c9-15; k. 99, p. 749al4. 


[k. 23, p. 232c] 

Sutra (cf. Satasahasrika, p. 61, 1. 6-62, 1. 16). - [The bodhisattva-mahasattva must fulfill completely] the 
eleven knowledges ( ekddasa jnanani ): 

1. the knowledge of things ( dharmajnana ), 

2. subsequent knowledge ( anvayajndna ), 

3. the knowledge of another’s mind ( paracittajndna ), 

4. conventional knowledge ( samvrtijndna ), 

5. the knowledge of suffering ( duhkhajnana ), 

6. the knowledge of the origin of suffering ( samudayajndna ), 

7. the knowledge of the cessation of suffering ( nirodhajndna ), 

8. the knowledge of the path of the cessation of suffering ( mdrgajndna ), 

9. the knowledge of the cessation of the impurities ( ksayajndna ), 

10. the knowledge of the non-rearising of the impurities ( anutpddajndna ), 

11. the knowledge conforming to reality ( yathabhutajnana ). 

Sastrci. - 1. DEFINITION OF THE ELEVEN KNOWLEDGES 

1. The knowledge of things ( dharmajnana ) is: 

a. the pure knowledge concerning things associated with the desire realm ( kdmadhdtusamprayuktesu 
dharmesu yad anasravam jndnam). 

b. the pure knowledge concerning the cause of things associated with the desire realm 
{kamadhatusamprayuktanam darmdndm hetau yad anasravam jndnam). 

c. the pure knowledge concerning the cessation of things associated with the desire realm 
(kamadhatusamprayuktanam dharmdnam nirodhe yad anasravam jndnam). 

d. the pure knowledge concerning the path leading to the cessation of things associated with the desire 
realm ( kamadhatusamprayuktanam dharmdnam prahdndya marge yad anasravam jndnam). 
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e. also the pure knowledge concerning the knowledge of the things themselves and its stage ( api khalu 
dharmajnane dharmajnanabhumau ca yad anasravam jndnam). 

2. It is the same for the subsequent knowledge (, anvayajnana ) concerning [things associated] with the form 
realm and the formless realm ( rupdrupyasahdtusamprayuktesu dharmesu ). 

3. The knowledge of another’s mind ( paracittajndna ) cognizes: 

a. the mind ( citta ) and mental events ( caitasikadhanna ) relating to the desire realm and the form realm 
(,kamarupadhatusamprayukta ) presently belonging to others, 

b. also a small part of their pure minds and mental events ( andsravacittacaitta ). 

4. Conventional knowledge ( samvrtijndna ) is all of the impure knowledges (sarvasasravajnand). 

5. The knowledge of suffering ( duhkhajndna ) is the pure knowledge produced when the five aggregates of 
attachment are considered as impermanent, suffering, empty and without self (pancopdddnaskandhdn 
anityato duhkhatah sunyato ‘natmatas ca manasikurvato yad anasravam jndnanam). 

6. The knowledge of the origin of suffering ( samudayajndna ) is the pure knowledge produced when the 
cause of impure dharmas is considered as cause, origin, successive and associated causation 
(sdsravahetukam hetutah samudayatah prabhavatah pratyayatas ca manasikurvato yad anasravam 
jndnam). 

7. The knowledge of the cessation of suffering ( nirodhajnOna ) is the pure knowledge produced by 
considering this cessation as cessation, peaceful, excellent and bringing salvation ( nirodham nirodhatah 
sdntatah pramtato nihsaranatas ca manasikurvato yad anasravam jndnam). 

8. The knowledge of the path of cessation (margajnana) is the pure knowledge produced by considering this 
path as path, logical, attainment and ultimate exit ( mdrgam mdrgato nydyatah pratipattito nairyanikatas ca 
manasikurvato yad anasravam jndnam). 

9. The knowledge of the cessation of the impurities (ksayajndna = dsravaksayajndna) is the pure 
knowledge produced by thinking: “Suffering is completely known by me ( duhkham me parijndtam)\ the 
origin has been abandoned by me ( samudayo me prahmah); cessation has been realized by me ( nirodho me 
sdksdtb'tah); the path has been practiced by me ( mdrgo me bhdvitah) it [223a] is a wisdom (prajnd), a 
seeing ( darsana ), a knowing ( vidyd), an understanding (buddhi). 

10. The knowledge of the non-rearising of the impurities ( anutpddajndna) is the pure knowledge produced 
by thinking: “The suffering completely known by me is no longer to be known ( duhkham meparijnatam na 
parijndtavyam)', the origin abandoned by me is no longer to be abandoned ( samudayo me prahfno na 
prahdtavayah); the cessation realized by me is no longer to be realized ( nirodho me sdksdtkrto na 
sdksdtkartavyah); the path practiced by me is no longer to be practiced ( mdrgo me bhdvito 
nabhdvitavyah)”: it is a wisdom {prajnd), a seeing (darsana), a knowing (vidyd), an understanding 
(buddhi). 
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11. The wisdom conforming to reality ( yathabhutajnana ) is a knowledge conforming exactly to reality and 
free of obstacles (, apratihata ) concerning the general characteristics ( sdmdnyalaksana ) and specific 
characteristics ( svalaksana ) of all dharmas. 


B. The Ten Knowledges According to theAbidharam 

1. Objects of the ten knowledges'^ 

1) Dharmajhdna has as object (dlamabate ): a. things associated with the desire realm 
{kdmadhdtusamprayuktd dharmdh); b. the cause of things associated with the desire realm 
{kdmadhdtusamprayuktdndm dharmanam hetuh); c. the cessation of things associated with the desire realm 
{kdmadhdtusamprayuktdndm dharmanam nirodhah ); d. the path leading to the cessation of things 
associated with the desire realm (kdmadhdtusamprayuktdndm dharmanam prahdndya mdrgah). 

2) Anvayajhdna is similar, [with the difference that it concerns the things of rupa- and arupyadhatu, their 
cause, their cessation and the path to their cessation]. 

3) Samvrtijhdna has as object all the dharmas. 

4) Paracittajndna has as object the mind (citta) and mental events ( caitasikadharma ), impure ( sdsrava ) or 
pure ( andsrava ), occurring in the mind of another. 

5-6) Duhkhajhana and samudayajhdnci have as object the five aggregates of attachment ( updddnaskandha ). 

7) Nirodhajhdna has as object the cessation (; nirodha ) [of suffering], 

8) Mdrgajhdna has as object the five pure elements ( pancdndsravaskandha ). 

9-10) Ksayajhdna and anutpddajhdna together have as object the four truths ( catuhsatya ). 


2. Pure and impure knowledges ^ 2 

Of the ten knowledges, one is impure {sdsrava). [namely, samvritjndna ], eight are pure ( andsrava ) and one, 
namely, paracittajndna, should be set apart since it is impure when it has an impure mind as object and 
pure when it has a pure mind as object. 


3. Mutual inclusion of the ten knowledges^ 3 3 
1) Dharmajhdna contains ( samgrhndti ): 
a. dharmajhdna [properly called], 

531 Compare Prakaranapada, T 1542, k. 1, p. 694b4-c4; Kosa, VII, p.5seq.; Abhidharmadipa, p. 377,1. 
1-378,1. 6. 

532 Cf. Kosa, VII, p. 4. 

333 Cf. Prakaranapada, T 1542, k. 1, p. 694c5-19; Kosa, vii, p. 11-12. 
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b. a small part, [namely, the part relating to kamadhatu] of the paracittajnana, of the duhkhajnana, of the 
samudayajnana, of the nirodhajnana, of the mdrgajndna, of the ksayajnana and of the anutpadajnana. 

2) Anvayajndna, the same [replacing ‘the part relating to kamadhatu’ with ‘the part relating to 
mpa- and arupyadhatu’. 

3) Samvrtijnana contains: 

a. samvrtijnana [properly called], 

b. a small part of paracittajnana, [namely, the impure part ( sdsrava ) of paracittajnana]. 

4) Paracittajnana contains: 

a. paracittajnana [properly called], 

b. a small part [namely, that found in the mind of another] of dhannajndna, of anvayajndna, of 
samvrtijnana, of mdrgajndna, of ksayajnana and of anutpadajnana. 

5) Duhkhajnana contains: 

a. suhkhajndna [properly called], 

b. a small part, [that which has as object the truth of suffering], of dhannajndna, of anvayajndna, of 
ksayajnana, and of anutpadajnana. 

6-7) Samudayajnana and nirodhajnana are explained on the same principle. 

8) Mdrgajndna contains: 

a. mdrgajndna [properly called], 

b. a small part, [that which has the truth of the path as object], of dhannajndna, of anvayajndna, of 
paracittajnana, of ksayajnana, and of anutpadajnana. 

9) Ksayajnana contains: 

a. ksayajnana [properly called], 

b. a small part, [that having as object the suppression of the impurities], of dhannajndna, of anvayajndna, 
of paracittajnana, of duhkhajnana, and of mdrgajndna. 

10) Anutpadajnana is explained according to the same principle. 

4. The associates of the ten knowledges 
[a. The faculties (; indriya ).] 
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i) Nine knowledges are associated ( samprayukta) with eight faculties ( indriya ), excluding the faculty of 
wisdom ( prajnendriya ), the faculty of dissatisfaction ( daurmanasyendriya ) and the faculty of displeasure 
(duhkhendriya). 5 34 

ii) Samvrtijnana is associated with ten faculties, excluding the faculty of wisdom {prajnendriya ). 

[b. The concentrations ( samadhi ).] 

i) Dharmajndna, anvayajndna and duhkhajndna are associated with the samadhi of emptiness 
(sunyatdsamddhi). 

ii ) Dharmajndna, anvayajndna , nirodhajndna, ksayajndna and anntpddajhdna are associated with the 
samadhi of signlessness (dnimittasamddhi). 

Hi) Dharm,ajhdna, anvayajndna, paracittajhdna, duhkkhajhdna, samudayajndna, mdrgajhdna, ksayajndna 
and anntpddajhdna are associated wih the samadhi of wishlessness ( apranihitasamddhi ). 

[c. The concepts (samjhd).] 

i ) Dharmajndna, anvayajndna, samvrtijnana, duhkhajndna, ksayajndna and anntpddajhdna are associated 
[with three concepts from the group of the ten concepts mentioned on p. 1433F]: the concept of 
impermanence (unityasamjhd), the concept of suffering (duhkhasamjhd) and the concept of non-self 
(andtmasamjhd). 

ii) Samvrtijnana is associated with the four intermediate concepts [of the same group, namely, the concept 
of the repugnant nature of food (dhdre pratikulasamjhd), the concept of displeasure in respect to the whole 
world ( sai’valoke ‘nabhiratsamjhd), the concept of death (maranasamjhd) and the concept of impurity 
(asucisamjhd)]. 

iii) Dharmajndna, anntpddajhdna, nirodhajndna, ksayajndna and anntpddajhdna are associated with the 
three final concepts [of the same group, namely, the concept of abandonment ( prahdnasamjhd), the concept 
of detachment ( virdgasamjhd) and the concept of cessation (nirodhasamjhd)]. 

Some say that samvrtijnana is sometimes associated with the concept of detachment ( virdgasamjhd). 


5. Mutual consciousness of the ten knowledges.^^5 

Dharmajndna has as object (dlambate) nine knowledges, excluding anvayajndna. The same for 
anvayajndna, [excluding dharmajndna ]. 

Samvrtijnana, paracittajhdna, ksayajndna and anntpddajhdna have as object the ten knowledges. [233b] 
Duhkhajndna and samudayajndna have as object samvrtijnana and the impure (sdsrava) paracittajhdna. 


See definitions in Kosa, I, p.101. 

535 Cf. Samyuktabhidharma, T 1552, k. 6, p. 920bl0-25; Abhidharmamrta, T 1553, k. 2, p. 974c8-12 
(reconstred by Sastri, p. 92,1. 9-14); Kosa, VII, p. 43; Abhidharmadlpa, p. 377,1. 1-9. 
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Nirodhajnana does not bear upon any knowledge. 

Margajnana has as object nine knowledges, excluding asmvrtijndna. 


6. Aspects of the ten knowledges -^ 

Dharmajhdna and anvayajhdna have the sixteen aspects (sodasakara) [of the four noble Truths (p. 64IF)]. 
Paracittajndna has four aspects: [those of the truth of the Path (mdragasatya)]. 

Duhkha-, samudaya-, nirodha- and margajnana have each of the four aspects [of their respective truths], 

Ksayajndna and anutpddajndna both have fourteen aspects, excluding the empty aspect ( sunydkdra ) and 
the non-self aspect ( andtmakdkdra ). 

Samvrtijnana, when it occurs in heat ( usmagata ), summits ( murdhan ) and patience ( ksdnti ), has sixteen 
aspects. When it occurs in supreme worldly dharmas ( laukikdgradharma ), samvrtijnana has four aspects, 
[those of the truth of the path (mdrgasatya)].537 


7. Acquisition of the ten knowledges in the darsana- and asaiksamdrga^S 
A. In the darsanamarga. 

1) Entering into the first pure mind (prathame ‘ndsravacitte), [i.e., duhke darmajndnaksdnti ], the saint 
(diya) acquires one single knowledge, the samvrtijnana. 

2-3) In the second mind [i.e., duhkhe dharmajiidna ], he adds duhkhajndna and dharmajndna. 

4) In the fourth mind [i.e., duhkhe ‘nvayajndna], he adds anvayajndna. 

5) In the sixth mind [i.e., samudaye dharmajndna ], he adds samudayajndna. 

6) In the tenth mind [i.e., nirodhe dharmajndna ], he adds nirodhajnana. 


536 Cf. Samyuktabhidharma, T 1552, k. 6, p. 918bll-c6; Abhidharmamrta,T 1553, k. 2, p. 974a26-b5 
(reconstructed Sastri, p. 90,1. 12-17; Kosa, VIII, p. 15-16, 27-28. 

537 This is a matter of the samvrtijnana practiced in the preparatory path (prayogamdrga ) during the 
four nirvedhabhdgiyas: heat, etc. See above, p. 395F, n. 1. 

538 To follow this explanation and the next section easily, one must remember the great stages in the 
Path of nirvana: 1) Path of seeing the truths ( satyadarsanamdrga ) with its 16 moments of mind; 2) Path 
of meditation ( bhdvandmdrga ) with its 162 moments of mind; 3) Path of the saint at the end of his career 
(arhat or asaiksa). For a brief summary, see Lamotte, Histoire du Bouddhisme indien, p. 677-686, or 
references in the Introduction of L. de La Vallee Poussin in vol. V of the Kosa. 

In regard to the precise subject of the acquisition of the ten knowledges in the darsana- and the 
asaiksamarga, cf. Samyuktabhidharma, T 1552, k. 6, p. 918c-16-27; Kosa, VII, p. 47-48; 
Abhidharmadlpa, p. 378,1. 7-17. 
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7-8) In the fourteenth mind [i.e., marge dharmajnana], he adds margajnana. 

But if he is already free of desire ( vftardga ), [i.e., if, before entering into the supramundane path 
(lokottaramdrga ) of the darsanamarga, he has already been freed from desire by means of the worldly path 
(laukikamdrga ) of detachment], then the saint (diya) also adds paracittajhdna. 

B. In the asaiksamarga. 

9) In the path of the one of no further training ( asaiksamarga ), the arhat adds ksayamdrga. 

10) If he has attained unshakeable deliverance ( akopyd vimukti), he adds also anutpddajnana. 


8. Development of the ten knowledges in the threefold Path'’^9 
A. In the darsanamarga. 

1) In the first pure mind ( andsravacitta ), [i.e. duhkhe dharmajndnaksdnti ], the yogin does not develop (na 
bhdvayati)^^ knowledge. 

2) In the second mind, [i.e., duhke dharmajnana)], he develops two knowledges, present {pratyutpanna) 
and future ( andgata ). 

3) In the fourth moment, [i.e., duhkhe ‘nvayajndna ], he develops two present knowledges and three future 
knowledges. 

4) In the sixth moment, [i.e., samudaye dharmajnana ], he develops two present and future knowledges. 

5) In the eighth mind, [i.e., samudaye ‘nvayajndna ], he develops two present knowledges and three future 
knowldges. 

6) In the tenth mind, [i.e., nirodhe ‘nvayajndna]. he develops two knowledges, present and future. 

7) In the twelfth mind, [i.e., nirodhe 'nvayajndna], he develops two present knowledges and three future 
knowledges. 

8) In the fourteenth mind, [i.e., marge dharmajnana], he develops two knowledges, present and future. 


539 Cf. Samyuktabhidharma, T 1552, k. 6, p. 918c28-919c27; Abhidharmamrta, T 1553, k. 2, p. 974b5- 
c8 (reconstr. Sastri, p. 90,1. 18-92; 1. 8: in line 18 ofp. 90, the word 

asamdpattimadhyamadhydnabhumyoh should be corrected to andgamyadhydndntarabhumyoh; Vibhasa, 
T 1545, k. 107, p. 552a6-554b23; Kosa, VII, p. 48-50 and 54-59; Abhidharmadlpa, p. 379-381. 

540 cf Kosavyakhya, p. 632,1. 14-15: Iha dvividhd bhavanddhikrtapratilambhabhdvand 
nisevanabhdvand; pratilambhabhdvand prdptitah, nisevanabhdvand sammikhakhibhdvatah: “This is a 
twofold development here: a development of obtaining as acquisition, and a development of assistance 
from the fact of having preceded”. This is why the ascetic can simultaneously develop present 
{pratyntpanna) and future {andgata) knowledges. 
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9) In the sixteenth mind, [i.e., marge ‘nvayajhdna ], he develops two present knowledges [margajnana and 
anvayajndna], and develops six future knowledges [dharmajnana, anvayajfidna, duhkhajhdna, 
samudayajnana, nirodhajnana and margajnana]. If he is detached ( vTtardga ), he develops seven 
knowledges [by adding paracittajndna to the preceding six].541 


B. In the bhavanamarga. 

10) The srotaapanna who wishes to becomes detached from the fetters ( samyojana ) of kamadhatu develops 
seven knowledges, excluding paracittajndna, ksayajnana and anutpddajndna, in the seventeenth mind. 542 

11) In the ninth deliverance ( vimukti = vimuktimdrga), [when the saint becomes anagamin by destruction of 
the ninth category of passions of kamadhatu], 543 he develops four knowledges, excluding ksayajnana nad 
anutpddajndna. 

When, [by cessation of the fifth category of passions of kamadhatu],544 |-| lc p erson inspired by faith 
(sraddhadhimukta ) becomes informed by possession of the view ( drstipratpa ), he develops six knowledges 
in the twofold path545, excluding paracittajndna, samvrtijndna, ksayajnana and anutpddajndna. 


541 Cf. Kosabhasya, p. 407,1. 17 - 408,1. 2: Avitardgasya sodase mdrgdnvayajndnaksane dve jhane 
pratyutpanne: mdrgajndnamdrgdnvayajndne, purdgatani sad bhavyante: 

dharmdnvayaduhkhasamudayanirodhamdrgajhdndni. VTtardgasya paracittajndnam saptamam bhdvyate. 

It is at the sixteenth mind-moment of the darsanamdrga, which is also the first moment of the 
bhavanamarga, that the saint (diya) takes possession of the first fruit of the religious life and becomes 
srotaapanna. 

54- See Kosabhasya, p. 408: 

Sardgabhdvandmdrge tadurdhvam saptabhdvand // 
sodasdt ksandd urdhvam bhdvandmdrge ydvan na vitardgo bhdvati tdvat sai'vesu 
prayoganantaryavimuktivisesamargesu sapta jndnani bhavyante: 

dharmdnvayaduhkhasamudayanirodhamdrgasamvrtijndndni. laukikas ced bhdvandmdrgah 
samvrtijhdnam pratyutpannam. lokottaras cec caturndm dharmajndndm anyatamat. 

Transl. - “Above, in the Path of meditation associated with desire, there is the development of 
seven knowledges.” - Beyond the sixteenth moment, in the Path of meditation, as long as one is not 
liberated from desire, in the preparatory paths, irresistible, freeing and excellent, seven knowledges are 
cultivated: dharma-, anvaya-, duhkha-, samudaya-, nirodha-, mdrga- and samvrti-jhdna. If the path of 
meditation is mundane, samvrtijndna is developed; if the path of meditation is supramundane, another of 
the four dharmajnana is cultivated. 

543 One becomes anagamin by cessation of the ninth and last category of passions of kamadhatu: one is 
never again reborn in kamadhatu. 

544 By cessation of the fifth category of passions of kamadhatu, one becomes sraddhadhimukta or 
drstiprdpta according to whether one is of weak faculties or strong faculties: Aloka, p. 35,1. 20-21: 
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12) When the saint is detached from the passions belonging to seven stages (bhumi), [namely, the four 
dhyanas of rupadhatu, and the first three samapattis of arupyadhatu], the following should be distinguished: 

a. in the uninterrupted paths (anantaryamarga, also called prahanamarga), he develops seven knowledges, 
excluding paracittajnana, ksayajnana and anutpadajnana. 

b. in the paths of deliverance ( vimuktimarga ), he develops eight knowledges, excluding ksayajnana and 
anutpadajnana. 

13) When the saint is detached from the passions of the summit of existence ( bhavdgra or the fourth 
samdpatti of arupyadhatu), the following should be distinguished: 

a. in the [nine] uninterrupted paths (anantaryamarga or prahanamarga of this sphere], he develops six 
knowledges, excluding paracittajnana, samvrtijndna, ksayajnana and anutpadajnana. 

b. in the [first] eight paths of deliverance ( vimuktimarga ), he develops seven knowledges, excluding 
samvrtijndna, ksayajnana and anutpadajnana ,5 47 


Kdmavacarapahcaprakdraklesaprahdnena dvitfyaphalapratipannako mrdutiksnendriya evaikah 
sraddhddrstiprdptah. 

545 In the unstoppable paths (dnantarya ox prahanamarga) and in the paths of deliverance 
(vimuktimarga). Nine of each are needed in order to conquer the passions of a single given level. 

546 cf Kosabhasya, p. 408: 

Saptabhumijaydbhijhdkopydptydkirnabhdvite/ 
dnantaryapathesurdhvamuktimdrdstake ‘pi ca // 
sapta jhdndni bhdvyante iti... anvayajndndndm dvayos ca dharmajiidnanayor anyatamat. 

Transl. - “In the uninterrupted paths of conquest over the seven levels, of acquisition of the 
supernatural powers and unshakeable quality, of mixed meditation, [seven knowledges are developed] 
and also in the eight paths of deliverance of the above.” 

Fill in: ‘seven knowledges are developed’. The seven levels are the four dhyanas and the [first] 
three ariipyas. Victory over these seven levels is detachment. During this detachment from the seven 
levels, in the five supernatural powers, in the quality of unshakeability and in the mixed meditation, all 
the unstoppable paths practiced by the saiksa entail the development of seven knowledges, the same as 
the preceding. If the path of meditation is worldly, samvrtijndna is cultivated. If the path is 
supramundane, one of the four anvayajndnas and one of the two dharmajndnas are developed. But in the 
quality of unshakeability, samvrtijndna is not developed because it is not opposed to Bhavagra. Here 
ksayajnana is the seventh knowledge. 

Above the detachment from the seven levels, in the detachment from bhavagra, during the [first] 
eight paths of deliverance, seven knowledges also are developed: dharma-, anvaya-, duhkha-, samudaya- 
, nirodha- mdrga- and paracittajnana. Samvrtijndna is not developed because it is not opposed to 
bhavagra. But one of the four anvayajndnas and one of the two dharmajndnas are actually cultivated 

547 Cf. Kosabhasya, p. 408-409: 

Saiksottdpanamuktau vd satsaprtajhdnabhdvand / 
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C. In the asaiksamarga. 

14) In the first mind of ‘the one who has nothing further to practice’ ( asaiksasya prathamacitta), a mind 
coinciding with the ninth and last deliverance ( vimukti ) of bhavagra, 

a. the arhat who is unconditionally liberated ( asamayavimukta ) develops the ten knowledges and all the 
impure and pure roots of good ( sarvastavanasravakusalamula ). 

b. the arhat who is conditionally liberated ( samayavimukta ) develops nine knowledges [excluding 
anutpadajnana ], and all the impure and pure roots of good. 548 

All of these distinctions are fully explained in the A-p ’i-t ’an-men (Abhidharmamukha?). 


C. The Eleven Knowledges According to the Mahayana 

1. Knowledge conforming to reality 

The knowledge conforming to reality ( yathdbhutajnana ) has a special characteristic ( visesalaksana ): it will 
be fully explained in the following chapters of [233c] the Prajnaparamita.549 


dnataiyapathe sanndm. 

Saiksasyendriyottdpandydm vimuktimarge saragasya sanndm bhdvand: ... 
sarvanantaryamargapratisiddhatvat. kim artham pratisidhyate. apratipaksatvdt. 

Transl. “For the saiksa, in the path of deliverance of perfecting the faculties, there is the 
development of six or seven knowledges; in the uninterrupted path, development of six knowledges.” 

In the path of deliverance, during the devopment of the faculties, the saiksa who still has the 
defilements develops six knowledges: dharma-, anvaya-, samudaya-, nirodha- and mdrgajhdna. If he is 
detached from desire, he develops seven, adding paracittajndna to the previous ones. 

Whether or not he is detached from desire, in the uninterrupted path of perfecting the qualities, 
he develops the six knowledges mentioned above, but not samvrtijhdna, because [perfecting the 
faculties] is like the path of seeing; not paracittajndna because this knowledge is excluded from any path 
of seeing. Why is this knowledge excluded? Because it does not counteract [the passions]. 

548 cf. Kosabhasa, p. 409: 

Akopyasya dasabhdvand, tatsamcdre ‘nantyamuktau ca / 
yas tv akopyadharmd bhavati tasya ... vimuktimarge dasdndm bhdvand. 

Transl. - “In the Unshakeable, ten knowledges are developed, and also during the passing into the 
quality of the unshakeable in the last path of deliverance.” 

The person who has the quality of unshakeability develops the ten knowledges, and also the 
person who passes into the state of unshakeability develops the ten knowledges in [the ninth] and last 
path of deliverance [of bhavagra]. 

The saint whom the Traite speaks of as definitively delivered (asamayavimukta) corresponds to 
the Unshakakeable one of whom the Kosa speaks. 
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2. The eleven knowledges 
Some say: 

1) The knowledge of things ( dharmajndna) cognizes the five aggregates of attachment 
( pancopdddnaskandha ) as impermanent ( anitya ), painful (, duhkha ), empty (sunya) and without self 
(i andtmaka ). It knows that dharmas are all the result of a complex of causes and conditions 
( hetupratyayasamagryapeksa) in the sense that ‘actions have ignorance as condition’ ( avidydpratyaydh 
samskdrah) and so on up to ‘old age and death have birth as condition’ (jdtipratyayam jaramaranam). 

Thus the Buddha said to the brahmacarin Siu-che-mo (Suslma): “First it is necessary to use the knowledge 
[of the causality] of things in order to analyze dharmas, then to use the knowledge concerning nirvana.”550 

2) Subsequent knowledge ( anvayajndna ). - Knowing that the present five aggregates of attachment 
( pratyutpannopdddnaskandha) are impermanent {anitya), painful (duhkha), empty {sunya) and non-self 
{andtmaka), one deduces that, in the past {atfta) and the future {andgata) and in the form realm ( rupadhdtu) 
and the formless realm (drupyadhdtu) as well, the five aggregates of attachment are likewise impermanent, 
suffering, empty and without self. 

Thus, if we notice that presently fire (, agni ) warms and burns, we know by induction (anumana) that fires 
past and future or fires in other places likewise [warm and burn]. 

3) The knowledge of another’s mind ( paracittajndna) cognizes the mind {citta) and mental events 
{caitasikadharma) of other beings. 

Question. - If it cognizes the mind and mental events of others, why is it called simply the knowledge of 
the mind of another [and not the knowledge of the mind and mental events of others]? 

Answer. - The mind being sovereign, it is sufficient to call it the knowledge of another’s mind: by saying 
mind, we know that the mental events are understood as well. 

4) Conventional knowledge (samvrtijndna) is a purely knowledge of designation {prajnaptijndna ). The 
saint knows that, in regard to reality (tattva), worldly people (prthagjana) know it only verbally 
( prajnaptitah ). This is why this knowledge is called knowledge of designation {prajnaptijndna ). In the 
same way, those for whom a house ( grha) is just a word-list of boards {phalaka ), posts (sthuna), pillars 
(stambha) and walls {bhitti) only understand these materials and do not understand the real meaning 
(bhutartha) of a house. That is conventional knowledge {samvrtijndna). 

5) The knowledge of suffering (duhkhajndna) brings into play a knowledge about suffering in order to 
reprimand the five aggregates of attachment {pancopdddnaskandha ). 


549 Pancavimsati. T 223, k. 5, p. 255a2; k. 21, p. 376bl9. The Traite will comment on these passages: T 
1509, k. 48, p. 406c7; k. 84, p. 647bl4; 650c21-23; k. 99, p. 749al4. The yathdbhutajndna summing up 
the entire knowledge of the Mahayana coincides with the sarvdkdrajndna discussed above, p. 640-642F. 

550 Susrmasutta in Samyutta, II, p. 134 (Tsa a han, T 99, k. 14, p. 97b6): Pubbe kho Susuna 
dhammatthindnam pacchd nibbdne nanam ti. 
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Question. - The five aggregates of attachment are both impermanent ( anitya ), painful ( duhkha ), empty 
(sunya) and non-self ( anatmaka ). Why speak only of the knowledge of suffering ( duhkha ) and not speak of 
a knowledge of impermanence, emptiness and non-self? 5 5 1 

Answer. - We speak of the knowledge of suffering in regard to the truth of suffering, the knowledge of the 
origin in regard to the truth of the origin, the knowledge of cessation in regard the the truth of cessation, 
and the knowledge of the path in regard to the truth of the path.. 

Question. - But the five aggregates of attachment have all kinds of evils; why proclaim only one truth on 
suffering and not proclaim truths on impermanence, emptiness and non-self as well? 

Answer. - If truths on impermanence, emptiness and non-self were proclaimed, this would not offend the 
meaning of the [Buddhist] doctrine. But as beings are, above all, lovers of happiness ( sukhakama ) and 
enemies of suffering ( duhkhapratikula ), the Buddha’s lament that everything in the world is suffering (Joke 
sarvam duhkham ) was intended to lead beings to become detached from it. 

On the other hand, being faced with impermanence, emptiness and non-self, beings are not very frightened; 
this is why the Buddha did not speak of them [as distinct truths]. 

Furthermore, in the Dharma proclaimed by the Buddha, the five aggregates of attachment carry different 
names, but all meaning ‘suffering’. This is why the Buddha spoke only of the knowledge of suffering. 

This duhkhajndna is sometimes impure ( sdsrava ), sometimes pure ( andsrava ): 

a. It is impure [in the preparatory Path], when it is in heat ( usmagata ), summits ( murdhan ), patience 
(ksdnti ) and supreme worldly dharmas (laukikdgradharma) 

b. It is pure when the ascetic penetrates into the Path of seeing the truths ( satyadarsanamdrga ). 

Why is that? From there on up to the supreme worldly dharmas, the yogin considers suffering in four ways. 

6-8) It is the same for the knowledge of the origin, the knowledge of cessation and the knowledge of the 
Path. 

Furthermore, the knowledge of suffering ( duhkhajndna ) cognizes that suffering nature ( duhkhakara) does 
not really arise. - The knowledge of the origin [234a] ( samudayajnana ) cognizes that dharmas are 
disjunctive and without conjunction. - The knowledge of cessation ( nirodhajndna ) cognizes that dharmas 
are forever peaceful (ddisdnta ) and like nirvana (nirvanasama). - The knowledge of the path ( mdrgajndna) 
cognizes that dharmas are forever pure (nityasuddha), without rectitude or evil.553 


551 In other words, since everything is impermanent, suffering, empty and non-self, why did the 
Buddha who proclaimed a truth of suffering not proclaim a truth of impermanence, emptiness and non¬ 
self? 

552 The four aids to penetration ( nirvedhabhagiya ) developed in the preparatory Path ( prayogamarga ): 
see above, p. 395F, n., and Kosa, VI, p. 163-168. 

553 This paragraph condenses the Mahayanist interpretation of the four holy Truths into a few words. 
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9) The knowledge of the elimination of the impurities (ksayajhana) cognizes that all dharmas are non¬ 
existent ( anupalabdha ). 

10) The knowledge of the non-rearising of the impurities ( anutpadajnana) cognizes that dharmas, being 
unreal ( abhuta ) and indeterminate ( aniyata ), do not arise (, anutpanna ). 

11) The knowledge conforming to reality ( yathdbhutajndna ) is that which can be cognized by the ten 
preceding knowledges. By means of this knowledge in accordance with reality, the characteristics ( nimitta ), 
conditions ( pratyaya ), special features ( prabheda ) and considerations ( anupasyana) belonging to each of 
the ten knowledges are cognized, but in this knowledge conforming to reality, there is no characteristic, 
condition, or special feature; it destroys all considerations of things and itself has none. 

In the first ten knowledges, there is the eye of the Dharma (, dharmacaksus ) and the eye of wisdom 
( prajnacaksus ); in the knowledge conforming to reality, there is only the eye of the Buddha 
(buddhackasus)55^ 

The first ten knowledges are shared by the arhats, pratyekabuddhas and bodhisattvas; the Buddha alone 
possesses the knowledge conforming to reality. Why? Only the Buddha possesses the Dharma which does 
not deceive (, asathyadharma ); this is how we know that he alone possesses the knowledge conforming to 
reality. 

Finally, when the ten knowledges enter into the knowledge in accordance with reality, they lose their 
original names and then there is only one true knowledge. Similarly, when all the rivers of the ten 
directions enter into the great sea (, mahasamudra ), they lose their original names and are just called great 
sea. 

These various explanations of the meaning of the eleven knowledges are given here in brief ( samksiptena ). 
A note in red says that the eleven knowledges are finished here. 


Second section THE THREE MEDITATIVE STABILIZATIONS 

Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 20, 1. 9-11; Satasahasrika, p. 62, 1. 17-63, 1. 4). - [The Bodhisattva-Mahasattva 
must fulfill completely the three meditative stabilizations ( samadhi ): 

1. the concentration with both conceptualization and analysis ( savitarkah savicarah samddhih). 

2. the concentration without conceptualization and with analysis only ( avitarko vicdramatrah samddhih), 

3. the concentration with neither conceptualization or analysis ( avitarko ‘vicarah samddhih). 


Sastra. - 


554 The five eyes ( mamsadivya-, prajna-, dharma-, buddhacaksus ) are defined in Pancavimsati, p. 
77-83: Satasahasrika, p. 290-301). 
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I. THE THREE CONCENTRATIONS ACCORDING TO THE ABHIDHARMA 


1. The three kinds of concentration 


All the trances ( dhyana ) and all the absorptions ( samapatti ) that concentrate the mind are called 
concentration ( samddhi ), ‘sphere of action of right thought’ in language of the Ts’in. During this 
beginningless universe ( anadikaliko lokadhatu), the mind is always wandering ( kutila ) and without 
uprightness; but when these spheres of action of right thought are obtained, the mind is straightened out. 
Thus the progress of the snake ( sarpagati ) is always sinuous, but when it enters into a bamboo tube, it is 
corrected. 

This concentration is of three types;555 

1) In the desire realm ( kamadhatu ), the preparatory concentration ( andgamya ) of the first trance and the 
first trance ( dhyana ), the concentration is associated with conceptualization ( vitarka ) and analysis ( victim) 
and consequently is called ‘furnished with conceptuality and analysis’ ( savitarakah savicdrah). 

2) In the dhydndntara, [a variety of the first trance, the concentration is associated with analysis alone and 
is consequently called ‘without conceptuality but with analysis only’ ( avitarko vicarammatrah). 

3) From the second trance ( dvitiyadhydna ) up to the level of the summit of existence ( bhavdgra , or the 
fourth arupyasamapatti), the concentration is associated with neither conceptuality nor analysis and 
consequently is called ‘without conceptuality or analysis’ ( avitarko ‘vicarah). 

2. Vitarka and Vicara.554 


Question. - The mind ( citta ) and mental events ( caitasikadliarma ) associated with concentration 
(samddhisamprayukta ) are as many as twenty.557 Why mention only two here, namely, conceptualization 
{vitarka) and analysis (vicara)l 

Answer. - Vitarka and vicdra cause disturbance (vicaksuhkarana) in concentration: this is why we limit 
ourselves to mentioning two here. Even if they are good ( kusala ), they are enemies to meditative 
stabilization and it is difficult to escape from them. Some even say that a mind furnished with vitarka and 


555 cf. Dasottara, p. 58; Digha, III, p. 219. 274; Majjhima, III, p. 162; Samyutta, IV, p. 362-363: 
Anguttara, IV, p. 300: Patisambhida, I, p. 48; Vibhanga, p. 228; Kathavatthu, p. 413; Tchong a han, T 
26, k. 17, p. 538c3-6; k. 18, p. 543c20-21; Kosa, VIII, p. 183. 

556 j wo men tal events already defined above, p. 1028-1029F. See also Kosa, I, p. 59; II, p. 173-175. 

557 cf. Kosa, II, p. 167. 
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vicara is not concentrated. This is why the Buddha stated that the concentration with vitarka and vicara 
lacks solidity.55 8 

When the power of vitarka and vicara is minimal, it is possible to obtain concentration. Vitarka and vicara 
are able to produce concentration and are also able to destroy it. They are like the wind (vdyu) which is able 
to bring rain [234b] {varsa) and also able to destroy it. Good vitarka and vicara, which are of three types, 
can produce the first dhydna', but when the first dhydna has been obtained, as a result of the vitarka and 
vicara that have caused great joy ( mahdprfti ), the mind is distracted ( viksipta ) and loses concentration. That 
is why only vitarka and vicara are mentioned here. 

Question. - What are the differences between vitarka and vicara ? 

Answer. -Vitarka is the coarseness of mind ( cittauddrikatd) and vicara is the subtlety of mind 
(cittasuksmata)55y. Vitarka is the first movement of the mind toward its objects ( prathamam svdlambane 
cittasyohanam ); the vicara that follows is an analysis ( vibhanga ), a judgment on the beautiful and the ugly 
( suvarnadurvarna). 

There are three kinds of coarse ( auddrika) vitarka : i) the mind of lust ( kdmavitarka ), ii ) the mind of malice 
( vydpddavitarka), Hi) the mind of harmfulness ( vihimsdvitarka ).560 

There are three kinds of good ( kusala) vitarka : i) the mind of renunciation of desire (; naiskramyavitarka ), ii) 
the mind of non-malice ( avyapddavitarka ), iii) the mind of non-harmfulness ( avihimsdvitarka ).561 

There are three kinds of subtle ( suksma ) vitarka : i) thinking of one’s relatives (jndtivitarka), ii) thinking of 
one’s country ( janapadavitarka ), iii) thinking of not dying (amaranavitarka ).562 


558 Latukikopamasutta of Majjhima, I, p. 454 (Tchomg a han, T 26, k. 50. p. 743b2-3): I dam kho aham. 
Uddyi injitasmim vaddmi. him ca tattha injitasmim. yad eva tathha vitakkavicdrd aniruddha honti idam 
tattha injitasmim : “Wherever vitarka and vicara have not been destroyed, there is agitation.” 

Kosabhasya, p. 227,1. 14-15: Nami ca trini dhydndni senjitdny uktani bhagavatd. yad atra 
vitarkam vicdraritam atrdiyd injitam ity dhuh: “Did not the Bhagavat say that the [first] three dhyanas 
are agitated? And the Aryas have said that [the first dhydna ] where there is vitarkita and vicdrita is 
agitated.” 

559 Atthasalim, p. 114: Vitakkanam vd vitakko uhanam ti vuttam hoti. svdyam drammane cittasa 
abhiniropanalakkhano, so hi drammano cittam dropeti. 

561 In regard to these two classes of vitarka, cf. Majjhima, I, p. 114 (Tchong a han, T 26, k. 25, p. 
589al4-18) where the Buddha said: Yan nundham dvidhd katvd dvidhdkarvd vitakke vihareyyan ti. So 
kho aham bhikkhave yo cdyam kdmavitakko yo ca bydpddavitakko yo ca vihimsdvitakko imam 
ekabhdgam akdsim, yo cdyam nekkhammavitakko yo ca abydpddavitakko yo ca avihimsdvitakko imam 
bhdgam akdsim. 

This classification appears frequently in the canonical texts, e.g., Anguttara, I, p. 275; II, p. 76; 
III, p. 429 
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Six kinds of vitarka prevent samadhi. The three kinds of good vitarka can open the gate to samadhi, but if 
the vitarka and vicdra are too prominent, they lead to the loss of samadhi. It is like the wind ( vayu ) that 
propels ships (nan); beyond certain limits, it destroys the ship. 

These are the many distinctions to make in regard to vitarka and vicdra. 

3. Dharmas with vitarka, etc. 


Question. - The sutras speak of three kinds of dharmas: i) with both vitarka and vicara, ii) without vitarka 
and with vicdra, Hi) with neither vitarka or vicdra .563 

They also speak of the levels (bhumi) with vitarka and with vicdra, without vitarka and with vicdra, with 
neither vitarka nor vicdra .564 why speak here of the concentrations with vitarka, etc., only? 

Answer. - Because here we note only what is most useful. 

1) The dharmas with vitarka and with vicdra are dharmas associated with vitarka and vicdra and occur in 
kamadhatu (desire realm), in the anagamya (preparatory concentration of the first dhyana), and in the first 
dhyana. These dharmas are good (kusala), bad (akusala) and indeterminate (avydkrta). 

2) The dharmas without vitarka but with vicdra are dharmas associated with vicdra alone and are found in 
the dhyanantara (type of the first dhyana). These dharmas are good, bad or indeterminate. 

3) The dharmas with neither vitarka or vicdra are deprived of vitarka and vicdra, namely: a. all matter 
(sarvam rupam), b. formations dissociated from the mind (cittaprayuktasamskdra), c. unconditioned 
dharmas ( asamskrtadharma ). 

4. Levels with vitarka, etc. 


562 These three vitarkas are taken from Samyutta, T 99, k. 16, p. 109c4-6. They appear in the Pali 
sources also: iidtivitakka, janapadavitakka and amaravitakka (Mahanidesa, p. 501,1. 21-22; Vibhanga, p. 
346,1. 18-20, but the last one is sometimes replaced by anavannapatisamyutta vitakka ‘the worry of not 
being mistaken’ (Anguttara, I, p. 254). On this last word, see also Itivuttaka, p. 72; Vibhanga, p. 356. 

563 vibhanga, p. 434-435 gives the complete list. 

564 The samddhis should not be confused with their respective levels. Whether it is a question of 
dhyana or samdpatti, the samddhis are of two types: i) the samadhi proper, namely, the concentrations 
raising the ascetic momentarily to certain psychic planes of rupa-or arupyadhatu; ii) the samadhi spheres 
of existence where the gods of rupa- or arupyadhatu have taken birth for a determined lifespan. The first 
are called caus e-samadhi (kdranasamddhi), the second are called existences amadhi (upapattisamddhi ) 
or effect -samadhi (karyasamadhi). See Kosa, VIII, p. 128. 
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1) The levels ( bhumi ) with both vitarka and vicdra are: a. kamadhatu, b. anagamya (preparatory 
concentration of the first dhyana), c. part of the brahmaloka (namely, the first two stages of the first dhyana 
inhabited by the Brahmakayikas and the Brahmapurohitas respectively. 

2) The level without vitarka but with vicdra is the dhyanantara (higher stage of the first dhyana). Those 
who develop this level thoroughly are the Mahabrahmarajas. 

3) The levels with neither vitarka nor vicdra are the levels [inhabited by the following gods];565 a. All the 
Abhasvaras, (namely, the Parittabhas, the Apramanabhas and the Abhasvaras occupying the three stages of 
the second dhyana), b. all the Subhakrtsnas, (namely, the Panttasubhas, the Apramanasubhas and the 
Subhakrtsnas occupying the three stages of the third dhyana), c. all the Brhatphalas, (namely the 
Anabhrakas, the Punyaprasavas and the Brhatphalas occupying the first three stages of the fourth 
dhyana), 566 d. all the formless gods: Ampya (belonging to the four dhyanas of arupyadhatu: 
dkdsdnantydyatana, vijiidndnantatydyatana, akimcanydyatana and naivasamjndsamjnd dyatana, also 
called bhavagra). 


II. THE THREE CONCENTRATIONS ACCORDING TO THE MAHAYANA 


Here [in the Prajnaparamitasutra], it is a matter of much higher things, namely, the meditative stabilizations 
( samadhi ): 

What are these concentrations? 

1) The concentrations of the arhats and pratyekabuddhas, from the three concentrations of emptiness, etc. 
(sunyatdsamddhi) up to the diamond concentration ( vajrasarnddhi ).567 

2) The concentrations of the Buddhas, from the concentration contemplating the Buddhas of the ten 
directions ( dasadigbuddhasamddhi ) up to the concentration of the hero’s progress ( suramgamasamddhi), 


565 y| lc first three dhyanas each entail three stages or levels {bhumi), the fourth entails eight. Each stage 
is inhabited by a class of gods. Here, out of concern for conciseness, the Traite designates the group of 
deities of a dhyana by giving the name of their highest category. 

566 yh e fourth dhyana is inhabited by eight categories of gods: 1) Anabhraka, 2) Punyaprasava, 3) 
Brhatphala, the only ones mentioned here, plus five categories of Suddhavasikas: 1) Avrha, 2) Atapa, 3) 
Sudrsa, 4) Sudarsana, 5) Akanistha. See Kosa, III, p. 2. 

567 jhe meditative stabilizations of emptiness {sunyata), signlessness (dnimitta) and wishlessness 
(i apranihita ), also called the three vimoksamukhas, have been studied above, p. 1209-1232F. The 
vajrasamadhi or more correctly the vajropamasamadhi, is the path of abandonment ( prahanamarga ) by 
means of which the ascetic abandons the ninth category (weak-weak) of the klesas that attach him to the 
highest sphere of existence - the fourth samdpatti or bhavagra 
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from the concentration eliminating all doubts ( sarvasamsayasamucchedasamadhi ) up to the king of 
concentrations ( samddhirdjasamddhi ).568 

These explanations briefly outline ( samksiptena ) the meaning of the three concentrations. It is finished! 


Third section THE THREE FACULTIES OF UNDERSTANDING 

PRELIMINARY NOTE 

I. THE THREE FACULTIES OF UNDERSTANDING 

This is a group of three dominant faculties ( indriya ), pure ( andsrava) and supramundane ( lokottara ), 
assuring complete understanding (djnd) of the four truths at different stages. They are: 

1. The faculty signifying “I will understand [the holy truths] which I do not yet understand” 

( andjndtamdsydmfdriya). 

2. The faulty of understanding assuring the understanding of these truths (djnendriya). 

3. The faculty belonging to the saint who has understood the truths (djndtdvindriya). 

These three faculties which form a homogeneous group have already been mentioned in the canonical 
sources: Digha, III, p. 219; Samyutta, V, p. 204; Itivuttaka, p. 53;Tch’ang a han, T 1, k. 8, p. 50bl3; Tsa a 
han, T99, k. 26, p. 182al2-13. 

They are defined in the Pancavimsati, p. 209 and the Satasahasrika, p. 1442: 

Andjndtamdjndsydmmdriyam yac chaiksanam pudgaldndm anabhisamitanam ... pudgaldndm arhatdm 
pratyekabuddhdndm bodhisattvdndm tathdgatdndm arhatdm samyaksambuddhananam sraddhendriyam, 
etc., up to prajnendriyam. 

Translation. - The andjndtamajnasydindriya is the faculty of faith, energy, mindfulness, concentration and 
wisdom in individuals who are still practicing and who have not yet understood [the truths]. The djnendriya 
are the same faculties in individuals who are still practicing but who already possess the understanding of 
the truths. The djndtdvindriya are the same faculties in individuals who have nothing further to practice, 
namely the arhats, pratyekabuddhas, bodhisattvas and the Tathagatas, saints, fully and completely 
enlightened ones. 


568 jhese are the 108 or 120 samadhis belonging to the bodhisattvas and the Buddhas. A list 
accompanied by brief explanations of them is given by Pancavimsati, p. 142-144, 198-203, and 
Satasahasrika, p. 825-835, 1412-1426. See also Mahavyut., no. 505-623. 
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These are definitions analogous to those found in the treatises of the Vijnanavadin school: 
Madhyantavibhaga, p. 156, 1. 6-14; Abhidharmasamuccaya, rec. Pradhan, p. 75, 1. 25-76, 1. 4; Siddhi, p. 
449-452. 

II. THE TWENTY-TWO FACULTIES (INDRIYA) 

In the Abhidharma treatises, Pali as well as Sanskrit, the three faculties of understanding are included in a 
numbered list of twenty-two also described as faculties ( indriya ). 

So far as I [Lamotte] know, this list of twenty-two indriyas does not appear in the Pali Nikayas or the 
Sanskrit Agamas. However, according to the Kosa, I, p. 101 and the Abhidharmadlpa, p. 44, the Buddha 
taught it “in a sutra”: Dvavimsatir indriyani. katdni dvavimsatih. caksurindriyam... According to Vibhasa, 
T 1545, k. 142, p. 729a3; 730a7, the Buddha was speaking on that occasion to the brahmin Cheng-wen, i.e., 
to the brahmin Jatisrona according to the Kosavyakhya, p. 90, 1. 25 and 28. We may, however, note that the 
Chinese characters Cheng-wen are often known in Pali under the name of Janussonl (cf. Akanuma, p. 240). 

The list of twenty-two indriyas, cited here in the order most often adopted, appear in all the Abhidharmas 
which devote long explanations to them: Patisambhida of the Khuddakanikaya, I, p. 7, 1. 23-24; Vibhanga, 
p. 122; Kathavatthu, p. 13; Visuddhimagga, p. 417; Prakaranapada, T 1542, k. 15, p. 753c9; 
Jnanaprasthana, T 1544, k. 14, p. 991b23-26; Vibhasa, T 1645, k. 152, p. 728c7-10; Abhidharmamrta, T 
1553, k. 1, p. 871b28-cl (rec. Sastri, p. 74); Satyasiddhisastra, T 1646, k. 1, p. 25lb2-18; Kosa, p. 101; 
Kosavyakhya, p. 90-91Nyayanusara, T 1562, k. 8, p. 377al4-17; Abhidharmadlpa, p. 44. 

These twenty-two indriyas are constituted by the organs, the sensations or the faculties as follows: 

1. sight ( caksus ), 2. hearing ( srotra ), 3. smell ( ghrdna ). 4. taste (jihvd), 5. touch {kayo), 6. mind ( manas ), 7. 
male organ ( purusendriya ), 8. female organ ( strfndriya ), 9. vital organ ( jivitendriya ), 10. sensation of 
pleasure (sukha), 11. sensation of displeasure ( duhkha ), 12. sensation of satisfaction (saumanasya), 13. 
sensation of dissatisfaction ( daurmanasya ), 14. sensation of indifference ( upeksd), 15. faculty of faith 
{sraddhd), 16. faculty of energy ( virya ), 17. faculty of mindfulness ( smrti), 18. faculty of concentration 
( samadhi ). 19. faculty of wisdom (prajnd), 20-22, the three faculties of understanding the truths defined 
above. 

Among so many others, why are these twenty-two dharmas the only ones to be indriyas ? The word indriya, 
derived from the root id or ind, is synonymous with great power ( paramaisvarya ), with control (ddhipatya). 
The twenty-two dharmas in question have the characteristic of being dominant in regard to the living being 
(sattva) in that which concerns: 1. his primary constitution ( mauladravya ), 2. his distinctiveness ( vikalpa ), 
3. his duration ( sthiti), 4. his moral defilement ( samklesa ), 5. his purification (y yavaddna). Indeed: 

1. The point of support of the mind ( cittdsraya ) is made up of the six organs of consciousness, from the 
organ of sight to the mental organ ( indriyas no. 1-6). 

2. This point of support is distinguished by the two sexual organs ( indriyas no. 7-8). 

3. It lasts for a given time due to the vital organ ( indriya no. 8). 
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4. It is defiled as a result of the five sensations (indriyas no. 10-14). 

5. Its purification is prepared by the five moral faculties, faith, etc. (indriyas no. 15-19). 

6. This purification is definitively assured by the three faculties of understanding ( indriyas no. 20-22). 

This nature of dominant-faculty is absent in other dharmas. This is why the indriyas are twenty-two in 
number, no more and no less. 

All of this is explained in Kosa, II, p. 110-111. 

Conforming to its custom, the Traite will explain in turn the viewpoint of the Sarvastivadin Abhidharma 
and the view-point of the Mahayana concerning the three faculties of understanding, the only ones that are 
absolutely pure ( andsrava ) and supramundane ( lokottara ). The difference between the two systems resides 
in the fact that, for the Abhidharma, understanding concerns the four noble Truths ( suhkha, samudaya, 
nirodha, marga), whereas for the Mahayana, it concerns the true nature of all dharmas. 

Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 20, 1. 11-12; Satasahasrika, p. 63, 1. 4-6). - [The bodhisattva-mahasattva must 
completely fulfill] three faculties ( truundriydni ): 

1) the faculty signifying: 1 will understand that which I do not understand (andjndtamdjndsydmmdriya) 

2) the faculty of understanding (djnendriya) 

3) the faculty of that which has been understood (ajndtavmdriya). 

1. The Three Faculties of Understanding According to the Abhidharma 


A. Definition 

1. The faculty signifying “I will understand that which I do not understand” ( andjndtamdjndsydmmdriya ) is 
a group of nine pure faculties ( navdndsravendriyasdmagri ). 

In the individual who follows the truth as a result of faith ( sraddhdnusdrin ) or who follows the truth as a 
result of scripture (dharmdnusdrin)^^ and who is on the Path of seeing the truths (satyadarsanamdrga), 
this group is called andjnatamdjndsyammdriya and includes [the following nine indriyas ]: 

7-5) the five faculties, namely, faculty of faith ( sraddhendriya ), [faculty of energy (viryendriya), faculty of 
mindfulness ( smrtfndriya ), faculty of concentration (samddhmdriya) and faculty of wisdom 
( prajnendriya )]. 

6) the sensation of satisfaction ( saumansayensdriya ). 

7) the sensation of pleasure (sukhendriya). 

8 ) the sensation of indifference ( upeksendriya ). 


569 These terms have been defined above, p. 1390F. 
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9 ) the mental organ ( manasindriya ).570 

2. In the person liberated by faith ( sraddhadhimukta ) or in the view-attainer (drstiprapta)-’^ * who is on the 
path of meditation ( bhdvandmdrga ), this [group] of nine indriyas changes its name and is called faculty of 
understanding (djnendriyd). [234c] 

3. In the path of those of no more learning ( asaiksamdrga ), this [group] of nine indriyas is called the 
faculty of those who have understood (djnatdvmdriya). 


B. Excellence of the three faculties of understanding 

Question. - Of all the twenty-two indriyas, why does [the Prajnaparamitasutra] choose these three indriyas 
[of understanding]? 

Answer. -We call indriya [from the root ind] that which has a penetrating and obvious nature of dominance 
(ddhipatya)572 But this characteristic of dominance is not completely perfected ( paripurna ) in the other 
nineteen indriyas. This is why [the Prajnaparamita] does not mention them here. On the other hand, the 
three indriyas [of understanding] are sharp ( tiksna ) and lead directly to nirvana.573 Dominant (adhipati) 
among all the conditioned dharmas ( samskrtadharma ), they hold sovereignty (ddhipatya, aisvaiya ) and 
surpass all the other indriyas. 


570 cf Kosabhasya, p. 42: Manahsukhasaumanasyopeksah sraddhadini capanca tdni navendriydnl 
trisu margesu trinindriydny apy ucyante: darsanamarge andjndtamdjndsyamfndriyam, bhdvandmdrge 
djnendriyam, asaiksamdrge djndtdvindriyam: “In the three paths, these nine indriyas , the mental organ, 
the sensations of pleasure, satisfaction and indifference and the five faculties, faith, etc., are also called 
the three faculties [of understanding]: in the path of seeing, they constitute the 
andndtamdjndsyanundriya ; in the path of meditation, the djnendriya ; in the path of the asaiksas, the 
djnatdvmdriya." 

But it should be noted that the three indriyas of understanding made up in theory of these nine 
indriyas actually consist of seven because the sensations of pleasure, satisfaction and indifference never 
co-exist: the sensation of satisfaction is present in the first two dhyanas; the sensation of pleasure, in the 
third dhyana; the sensation of indifference in the anagamya, the dhyanantara, the fourth dhyana and the 
first three ampyasamapattis. 

571 Terms defined above, p. 1390F. 

572 Cf. Kosabhasya, p. 38: Kahpunar indriyarthah. idi paramaisvarye. tasya indantiti indriydni. atha 
ddhipatydrtha. See also Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 142, p.730c6-10; Abhidharmamrta, rec. Sastri, p. 75,1. 3; 
Visuddhimagga, p. 417-418. 

573 The three faculties of understanding are dominant as to the ascending acquisitions 

(;uttarottarasamprdpti ), to nirvana, etc.: cf. Kosabhasya, p. 40; Abhidharmadlpa, p. 49,1. 1-2. 
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Furthermore, [among the other nineteen indriyas], ten are exclusively impure ( sdsrava ) and therefore are of 
no benefit.574 [These are: 1) the eye organ ( cakusurindriya ), 2) the ear organ ( srotrendriya ), 3) the nose 
organ ( ghranendriya ), 4) the tongue organ ( jihvendriya ), 5) the body organ ( purusendriya ), 6) the female 
organ ( strmdriya), 7) the male organ {purusendriya ), 8) the vital organ {jfvitendriya ), 9) the sensation of 
displeasure (, duhkhendriya ), 10) the sensation of dissatisfaction ( daurmansayendriya )]. 

[Further, among the other nineteen indriyas], nine are morally indeterminate ( aniyata ), sometimes impure 
( sdsrava ) and sometimes pure (andsrava). [These are: 1) the mental organ {manaindriya), 2) the sensation 
of pleasure ( sukhendriya ), 3) the sensation of satisfaction (saumanasyendriya), 4) the sensation of 
indifference ( upeksendriya ), 5) the faculty of faith (sradddhendriya), 6) the faculty of energy (viryendriya), 
7) the faculty of mindfulness {smrtindriya), 8) the faculty of concentration ( samddhmdriya ), 9) the faculty 
of wisdom ( prajnendriya ).] 

[Since, of these other nineteen indriyas, some are always impure and others are sometimes impure and 
sometimes pure], the Prajnaparamitasutra is careful not to say that the bodhisattva should fulfill them 
completely. 

Question. - But the ten concepts (, dasasamjnd) examined above (p. 1433F) were also sometimes impure and 
sometimes pure. Why did the Prajnaparamitasutra say there that the bodhisattva should fulfill them 
completely? 

Answer. - Because these ten concepts are auxiliaries to the Path and the pursuit of nirvana. But here the ten 
faculties, faith, etc., (, sraddhenndriya ), although good {kusala), do not seek nirvana exclusively.575 

As is said in the Abhidharma: “Who is endowed with the five faculties, faith, etc. 
(.sraddhddindriyasamanvdgata )? The person who has not cut the roots of good 

(samaucchinnakusalamula) v 

Furthermore, when these five faculties become clear and pure {andsrava), they are included in the three 
faculties [of understanding]. 

In the three faculties of understanding, there is inevitably the mental organ {manaindriya), and of the three 
sensations {vedand) - [pleasure {sukha), satisfaction ( saumanasya) and indifference ( upeksd ] - there is one 

574 On the division of the twenty-two indriyas into three moral categories, see Kosabhasya, p. 42, 
commenting on the karika, II, 8: Amalam trayam, rupfni jivitam duhkhe sdsravdni, dvidhd nava: “The 
three faculties of understanding are pure {amala = andsrava)', the seven material organs, the vital organ, 
the two sensations (pleasure and dissatisfaction) are impure; the remaining nine organs are of two types, 
sometimes impure, sometimes pure). 

575 Actually, although they are always good {kusala), the ten faculties, faith, etc., are sometimes impure 
and sometimes pure. They are perfected in the arya to the extent that the latter conquers the various fruits 
of the religious life, but they are perfectly pure only in the arhat. On this subject, see Ekabhinnasutta in 
Samyutta, V, p. 204-205, the Sanskrit recension of which is in Kosavyakhya, p. 103,1. 1-9. 

576 Asa result, the person who retains some roots of good, absence of desire {alobha), absence of 
hatred {advesa) and absence of error ( amoha ), has so far not entered onto the Path of nirvana. 
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inevitably.577 This is why the Prajnaparamitasutra speaks here only of the three faculties [of 
understanding]. 

Finally, among the twenty-two indriyas, there are good ones ( kusala ), bad ones ( akusala ) and indeterminate 
ones (avydkrta) This j s w hy the Prajnaparamitasutra does not say that all of them should be fulfilled 
perfectly. 


C. Levels, objects, associates and causality of the three faculties 

1) The three faculties [of understanding] are contained ( samgrhita ) in the aggregate of feeling 
(vedandskandha ), the aggregate of volition ( samskdraskandha ) and the aggregate of consciousness 
( vijnanaskandha ). 

2) The andjndtamdjndsydmindriya occurs in six levels ( bhumi ), [namely, the four dhyanas, the anagamya 
and the dhyanantara]. - The ajnatavvndriya occurs in nine levels [adding the first three arupyasamapattis to 
the preceding levels].579 

3) The three faculties [of understanding] take as object (dlambante ) the four noble Truths ( catuhsatya ). 

4) The three faculties [of understanding] are associated (samprayukta) with six concepts: i) the concept of 
impermanence ( anityasamjnd ), it) the concept of suffering (, duhkhasamjna), iii ) the concept of non-self 
(i andtmasamjna ), iv) the concept of abandonment ( prahdnasamjna), v) the concept of detachment 
( virdgasamjnd), vi ) the concept of cessation ( nirodhasamjnd). 

5) The andjndtamdjndsydmindriya is cause (hetu) of three indriyas'. [itself and the two following ones].^® 
The djnendriya is cause of two indriyas , [itself and the following one]. 

The djndtdvmdriya is cause of djndtdvindriya only. 

577 See above, p. 1495F, note. 

578 Eight indriyas , the five faculties, faith, etc., and the three faculties of understanding are alone good 
(kusala). Dissatisfaction (daurmanasya) is good or bad. The mental organ ( manaindriya ) and four 
sensations (sukha, duhkha, saumanasya and upeksa) are good (kusala), bad (akusala) or indeterminate 
(avydkrta). The five material organs, sight, etc., the vital organ and the sexual organs are indeterminate 
(avydkrta): cf. Kosabhasya, p. 46; Abhidharmamrta, rec. Sastri, p. 75,1. 20-24; Vibhanga, p. 125 
(differs). 

579 cf AbhidharmadTpa, p. 53: Andjndtamdjndsydmindriyam satsu bhumisu: catursu dhydnesv 
andgamye dhydndntarikdydm ca... Ajnendriyam ajndtdvmdriyam ca navasu bhumisu: dsv eva satsu trisu 
cddydsv drupyabhumisu. 

580 Here, by cause we should understand ‘dominant condition’ (adhipatipratyaya). The three faculties 
of understanding are dominant with regard to their own ascending acquisitions (uttarottarasamprdpti) 
and dominant among them in the sense that the first is dominant in regard to acquisition of the second, 
the second in regard to acquisition of the third, and the third in regard to acquisition of nirvana: cf. 
Kosabhasya, p. 40,1. 3-4. 
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6) The anajnatamasyamindriya in its turn produces two indriyas. 

The djnendriya produces in its turn either an impure ( sdsrava) indriya or the djnendsriya or the 
ajnatavmdriya. 

The ajnatavmdriya produces either an impure indriya or the ajnatavmdriya. 

This is fully explaind in detail in the Abhidharma. 

2. The Three Faculties of Understanding According to the Mahayana 


A. In the Darsanamarga 

The faculty signifying “I will understand that which I do not understand” ( andjndtamdjndsydmmdriya) 
concerns the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas. Wishing to understand that which he has not yet 
understood, [the yogin] produces the five faculties, faith, etc. ( sraddhddmdriya ) and by the power of these 
five faculties, he is able to discover the true nature of dharmas. 

Thus, when a person enters the womb ( garbha ), he acquires two organs: i) the bodily organ ( kdyendriya ) 
and ii ) the vital organ (jivitendriya ). At that time, he is like a piece of shapeless meat and his organs are 
unable to discern anything. But when these five organs, [eye, ear, nose, tongue and body] are completed 
( sampanna ), he will be able to cognize the five objects [color, sound, smell, taste and touch]. 

It is the same for the bodhisattva. From his first production of the Bodhi mind (prathamacittotpdda) he 
wants to become Buddha but he has not yet perfected (na paripurayati) the five moral faculties [faith, 
mindfulness, concentration and wisdom]. Although he has the aspiration (pranidhdna ) for it and wants to 
know the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas, he has not yet come to the cognition of it. But when the 
bodhisattva produces these five faculties, fath, etc., he will be able to cognize the true nature of dharmas. 

It is like the eye ( caksus ). What we call ‘eye’ is an assemblage of the four great elements ( mahdbhuta ) and 
a [subtle] matter derived from the four great [235a] elements ( mahdbhautikarupa ).581 But at the 
beginning, although he already possesses the four great elements, the [subtle] matter derived from these 
four great elements has not yet crystallized. This is why this eye is not yet [a real] visual organ 
(caksur indriya). 

Similarly, every person who has not broken the roots of good ( asammucchinnakusalamula ) possesses faith 
(sraddhd), but as the latter is not clear, it is not yet [a real] faculty of faith ( sraddhendriya ).582 


On the distinction between the four great elements ( mahdbhuta ) and the subtle matter derived from 
the four great elements ( updddya rupa, bhautika, rupaprasdda), see Kosa, I, p. 22, 63-66. 

582 Here the Traite will repeat, point by point but interpreting them from the Mahayana perspective, the 
nine indriyas taking place in the constitution of the three faculties of understanding above, (p. 1496F). 
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1) If the bodhisattva acquires the five moral faculties, faith, etc. ( sraddhendriya ), he will then be able to 
believe in the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas. This nature is unborn ( anutpanna ) and unceasing 
(i aniruddha ), neither defiled ( asamklista ) nor purified ( avyavaddta ), neither existent nor non-existent 
(naivasan ndsat ), neither accepted ( anupdtta ) nor rejected ( aparityakta ), always at peace ( sdnta ), perfectly 
pure, like space (akasasama ), ineffable ( anirdesya ), inexpressible (anabhildpya); it is the cessation of all 
ways of speech ( sarvavddamdrgagoccheda ), it surpasses the realm of all the minds and mental events 
( sarvacittacaitasikadharma-gocarasamatikranta ); it is like nirvana; it is the Dharma of the Buddhas.583 

2) Using the power of the faculty of faith ( sraddendriya ), the bodhisattva acquires the faculty of energy 
(viryendriya ); he progresses energetically without regressing or straying. 

3) By the power of the faculty of mindfulness ( smrtmdriya ), he prevents bad dharmas from entering and 
gathers all the good dharmas. 

4) By the power of the faculty of concentration ( samddhmdriya ), when his mind is distracted ( viksipyate ) 
by the five objects of enjoyment ( pancakdmaguna ), he concentrates it on the true nature ( bhutalaksana ). 

5) By the power of the faculty of wisdom ( prajnendriya ), he obtains a greater or lesser participation in the 
wisdom of the Buddhas, the taste (rasa) of which cannot be destroyed. 

6-9) The support of these five faculties (pancendriydsraya ), his mental faculty (manaindriya) is inevitably 
joined with the sensations (vedand): sensation of satisfaction ( saumansaya ), pleasure ( sukha ) or 
indifference ( upeksd). 

Being supported by these [nine] indriyas, the bodhisattva will enter into the assurance of the ultimate 
attainment of enlighenment of the bodhisattva (bodhisattvaniydma ).584 But a s long as he has not obtained 


583 Compare the definitions of ‘the true nature of all dharmas’ in Pancavimsati, T 223, k. 2, p. 23 lbl3- 
14; k. 3, p. 234cl2; k. 4, p. 244al-2; k. 6, p. 257bl3-14; k. 23, p. 392al9-24; k. 27, p. 416c8-ll. 

584 i n other words, the bodhisattva will enter into the eighth bodhisattva bhumi, the Acala, the 
‘Unshakeable One’. According to most sources, the Acala marks an important turning point in the 
bodhisattva’s career: 

1) It is at this point that he enters into definitive possession ( pratilabha, pratilambha, 
pratilambhatd) of the conviction or the certainty that dharmas do not arise ( anutpattikadhanna-ksdnti ): 
Sutralamkara, p. 122,1. 2; 131, 1. 17; Madhyantavibhaga, p. 105,1. 11; Bodh. bhumi, p. 350,1. 27; 351,1. 
13-14. 

2) The possession of this ksdnti is accompanied by the Great Prophecy ( mahdvydkarana) 
regarding the final triumph of the Bodhisattva: Lalitavistara, p. 35,1. 21; Dasabhumika, p. 71,1. 24; 
Saddharmapund., p. 266,1. 1-2; Sutralamkara, p. 20,1. 15; 141,1. 27; 165,1. 12; Madhyantavinhaga, p. 
190,1. 18; 192,1. 1.. 

3) From that time on, the Bodhisattva’s destiny is assured ( niydma : see below, k. 27, p. 262al8- 
b2). He is determined as to his future buddhahood: niyato bhavaty anuttardydm samyaksambodhau 
(Sutralamkara, p. 83,1. 24); trtvyaniyatipdtapatito bhavati (Bodh. bhumi, p. 367,1. 12). 
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the fruit resulting from the conviction that dharmas do not arise ( anutpattikadharmaksanti ), it is not yet a 
matter of the anajnatamajnasyamvndriya, the faculty signifying “I will understand that which I do not yet 
understand”. 


B. In the bhavanamarga 

Here the Bodhisattva cognizes the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas and, because he understands it 
well, it is a matter of the ajnendriya, the faculty of understanding. 

From the time when he has obtained the fruit attached to the conviction that dharmas do not arise 
(i anutpattikadharmaksdntiphala ), when he is installed in the irreversible level {avaivartikabhumi), when he 
has received the prophecy ( vyakarana ), up to the time when he completes the ten levels (dasabhiimi), when 
he is seated on the seat of enlightenment (bodhimanda) and when he obtains the diamond concentration 
(vajrasamadhi ), all of this is included in the interval called ajnendriya 


C. In the Asaiksamarga 

Finally, the bodhisattva cuts through all the habitual propensities ( sarvaklesavdsand) and obtains supreme 
perfect enlightenment ( anuttard samyaksambodhi). Because he has understood and completely fulfilled 
everything to be known ( sarvajheyadharma ), this is called ajndtdvindriya ‘faculty of that which has been 
understood’. 


In other words, he is a non-regressing ( avaivartikci ) bodhisattva having non-regressing 
conviction ( avaivartikaksdntipratilabdha: Saddharmapunud., p. 259,1. 13). As well, the eighth bhumi is 
also called Niyatabhumi ‘Determined Level’ (Bodh. bhumi, p. 367,1. 11); Aviv artyabhumi, 
avinivartamyabhumi, avaivartikabhumi “Level without regression’ (Dasabhumika, p. 71,1. 12; 
Sutralamkara, p. 176,1. 22; Bodh. bhumi, p. 235,1. 18). It marks the beginning of the non-reversible 
career (abandhyacaryd) which will be followed in the last three bhumis (Mahavastu, I, p. 1,1. 3; 63,1. 
13-14; Bodh. Bhumi, p. 290,1. 21). 

4) Finally and in particular in the eighth bhumi, the Bodhisattva’s activity is practiced 
spontaneously, without action (abhisamskara) or mental changing (dbhoga), for it is unaffected by 
objects or notions: this is why it is called anabhisamskdrdbhogavihdra or andbhoganirnimittavihdra : 
Madhyantavibhaga, p. 105,1. 18-21; Sutralamkara, p. 178,1. 3; Bodh. Bhumi, p. 367,1. 11; Samgraha, p. 
202 . 

585 yh e functioning of the ajnendriya extends from the eighth to the tenth bhumi. The latter is called 
Dharmamegha ‘Cloud ofDharma’ (Samgraha, p. 202-203 ), Paramavihara ‘Ultimate abode’ (Bodh. 
bhumi, p. 367,1. 13), Sarvajhdndbhisekabhumi ‘Level of consecration into omniscience’ (Dasabhumika, 
p. 82,1. 8) or Abhisekdvasthd ‘State of consecration’ (Madhyantavibhaga, p. 190,1. 24). According to the 
Pancavimsati, p. 225,1. 8 and Aloka, p. 104,1. 8-9: Bodhisattvo dasamydm sthtitah sains Tathdgataeveti 
vaktavyo na tu Samyaksambuddhah: “The Bodhisattva who is on the tenth level ahould be called simply 
tathagata, but not yet the completely and fully Enlightened One. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX: THE TEN POWERS OF THE BUDDHA 
ACCORDING TO THE ABHIDHARMA 

PRELIMINARY NOTE 


In chapter XVII to chapter XXX, the six perfections ( paramita) to be fulfilled completely {paripurayitavya) 
by the bodhisattva were discussed. They constitute the essentials of his career provided that he fulfills them 
by ‘the method of non-dwelling’ (, asthanayogena ), without grasping the characteristics {na 
nimittodgrahena). 

Chapters XXXI to XXXVIII dealt with the Path of nirvana, its auxiliaries and its aids. The dharmas of the 
Path belong to adepts of both Vehicles but under different headings. The sravakas aspire to nirvana, 
whereas the bodhisattvas delay their nirvana in order to dedicate themselves to the welfare and happiness of 
all beings. The result is that the dharmas of the Path ‘must be realized’ ( sdksdtkartavya ) by the sravakas but 
merely completely ‘fulfilled’ {paripurayitavya ) or ‘cultivated’ ( bhdvitavya ) by the bodhisattvas. The 
intention of the bodhisattva is to convert beings and introduce them into the Greater Vehicle, the Vehicle of 
the Buddhas. They consider the dharmas of the Path as inefficacious or even non-existent {anupalabdha) 
and propose a new method of liberation. But how can they divert the sravakas from the dharmas of the Path 
if they have not themselves cultivated them? Someone will certainly say to them: “You criticize the old 
method because you are unable to use it!” It is, therefore, important for the bodhisattvas to be aware of both 
the theory and practice of things of the Path in order that they can discuss them in a valid manner. 

In chapter XXXIX to the beginning of chapter XLII, it will be a matter not only of the perfections of the 
bodhisattva or the dharmas of the Path but also of the great attributes of the Buddhas. Since the bodhisattva 
does not yet possess them, it is not a matter of his completely fulfilling them or developing them; he can 
simply formulate the ‘desire to know them’ (jnatukdma ), the ‘desire to attain them’ ( prdptukdma ). 

In the present chapter, the Traite limits itself to presenting the Abhidharmic theories concerning the ten 
powers of the Buddha; it is in the next chapter that it will present the Mahayana point of view. 


I. THE DASABALASUTRA 


Pali recension. - Anguttara, V,p. 32-36; Majjhima, I, p. 69-71; Patisambhida, II, p. 174-176. 

Dasayimani bhikkhave tathdgathassa tathdgatabaldniyehi balehi samanndgato tathdgdto dsabhan thanam 
... sacchikatvd upasampajja viharati ... yam pi bhikkhave tathdgato ... 
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Sanskrit recension (attesting to many variations) cited in Kosavyakhya, p. 641, 1. 14-642, 1. 26. Add 
numerous fragments of Central Asian provenance: S. Levi. Textes sansrits de Touen-houang, Jour. 
Asiatique, X, 16 (1910), p. 440-444; L. de La Vallee Poussin, Documents sanserifs de la Seconde 
Collection M.A. Stein, Jour. Roy. Asiatic Soc., 1911, p. 1063-1064; E. Waldschmidt, Bruchstiicke 
buddhistischer Sutras aus dem zentralasiatischen Sansh'itkanon, Leipzig, 1932, 207-225; Ein zweites 
Dasabalasiitra, Mitteilungendes Instituts fur Orientforschung. VI, 1958, p. 382-405. 

Dasemdni bhiksavas tathdgatasya baldni yaih samanvagatas tathdgato ‘rhan samyaksambuddha uddram 
arsabham ...karamyam ndparam asmdd bhavam prajndndmti. yat tathdgah ... 

Translation of the Sanskrit. - These, O monks, are the ten powers of the Tathagata, endowed with which 
the holy One, the fully and completely enlightened One who claims the noble place, the place of the bull, 
turns the wheel of Brahma and utters the true Lion’s Roar in the assembly. What are these ten? 

1. First, the Tathagata cognizes, in accordance with reality, the possible as possible and the impossible as 
impossible. 

That the Tathagata cognizes, in accordance with reality, the possible as possible and the impossible as 
impossible is the first power of the Buddha, endowed with which, the Tathagata, the holy One, the fully 
and completely enlightened One who claims the noble place, the place of the bull, turns the wheel of 
Brahma and utters the true Lion’s Roar in the assembly. 

2. Furthermore, the Tathagata cognizes, in accordance with reality, actions of the past, future and present 
according to their place, their cause, their object and their retribution. That the Tathagata... 

3. Furthermore, the Tathagata cognizes, in accordance with reality, the defilement, the purification, the 
types and the purity of the trances, liberations, concentrations and absorptions. That the Tathagata... 

4. Furthermore, the Tathagata cognizes, in accordance with reality, the degree of the moral faculties of 
other beings, other individuals. That the Tathagata... 

5. Furthermore, the Tathagata cognizes, in accordance with reality, the diverse aspirations of other beings, 
other individuals. That the Tathagata... 

6. Furthermore, the Tathagata cognizes, in accordance with reality, the world with its various acquired 
dispositions, with its many acquired dispositions. That the Tathagata... 

7. Furthermore, the Tathagata cognizes, in accordance with reality, the route that leads to the various 
destinies. That the Tathagata... 

8. Furthermore, the Tathagata remembers many previous abodes, for example, one lifetime, two, three, 
four, five, ten, twenty, thirty, forty, fifty lifetimes, one hundred lifetimes, one thousand lifetimes, one 
million lifetimes, one hundred million lifetimes, several hundred lifetimes, several thousand lifetimes, 
several hundreds of thousands of lifetimes, one period of disappearance, one period of creation, one period 
of disappearance-creation, several periods of disappearance, several periods of creation, several periods of 
disappearance-creation, several periods of creation, several periods of disappearance-creation. He thinks: “I 
had such and such a name, such and such a family, such and such a clan, such and such food among beings 
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at that time; I experienced such and such happiness and such and such pain. I had such and such longevity, 
such and such a duration, such and such a life-span. When I left that place, I was reborn in that other place. 
And from that other place I was born here.” Thus the Tathagata remembers his many previous abodes with 
their aspects, their origins and their details. That the Tathagata... 

9. Furthermore, the Tathagata, with his divine eye, purified, surpassing that of men, sees beings dying and 
being born and recognizes them in reality as beautiful, ugly, lowly or excellent, going towards a good or a 
bad destiny, according to the results of their actions. He thinks: “These beings laden with bodily misdeeds, 
laden with misdeeds of speech and mind, slandering the saints, having false views, acting wrongly out of 
their wrong views, for this cause and this reason, at the dissolution of the body after death are born in a 
miserable state, in a bad destiny, in the hells. On the other hand, these beings endowed with good bodily 
actions, endowed with good actions of speech and mind, not slandering the saints, having right views, 
acting well due to their right views, for this cause and this reason, at the dissolution of the body after death 
are born in a good destiny, the heavens, among the gods.” That the Tathagata... 

10. Furthermore, the Tathagata, by the cessation of the impurities, having realized in the present existence 
by means of his own wisdom the pure liberation of mind and the pure liberation by wisdom, takes his stand 
and knows: “Birth is exhausted by me, the religious life has been practiced, that which had to be 
accomplished has been accomplished, I see no further existence for myself.” That the Tathagata... 


II. LISTS OF JNANABALAS 


Lists of the ten jnanabalas ‘powers consisting of wisdoms’ have been prepared on the basis of this sutra. 
They do not all follow the same order and numerous variations may be found. Here I [Lamotte] mention 
only a few: 

1. Mahavastu, I, p. 159,1. 10-160,1. 5: verse list (see notes by E. Senart, p. 502-505. 

2. Lalitavistara, p. 433. 

3. Vibhanga, p. 335-3444 (with a long commentary). 

4. Kathavatthu, p. 228-238. 

5. Mahavibhasa, T 1545, k. 30, p. 156c seq. 

6. Kosa, VII, p. 67-72; Kosavyakhya, p. 641,1. 10-14. 

7. Nyayanusara, T 1562, k. 75, p. 746a seq. 

8. Abhidharmadlpa, p. 382 seq. 

9. Pancavimsati, p. 210,1. 11-23; Satasahasrika, p. 1446,1. 16-1448-1. 5. 

10. Aloka, p. 455,1. 15-19. 

11. Samgaha, p. 286. 
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12. Abhidharmasamuccaya, rec. Pradhan, p. 98,1. 1-5.. 

13. Bodh. bhiirni, p. 384. 

14. Mahavyut. no. 120-129. 

15. Arthaviniscaya, p. 577-579. 

Here is the list from Kosa (l.c.): 1. sthdndsthdna-, 2. karmavipaka-, 3. dhydnavimoksasamddhisamdpatti-, 
4. indriyaparapara-, 5. nanadhimukti-, 6. ndnddhdtu-, 1. sarvatragamimpratipad-, 8. purvanivasdnasmrti-, 
9. cyutpapdda-, 10. dsravakusayajndnabala. 


[k. 24, p. 235b] 


Sutra. - Furthermore, O Sariputra, the bodhisattva-mahasattva who wishes to know completely the ten 
powers of the Buddha, the four fearlessnesses, the four infallible knowledges, the eighteen special 
attributes, great loving-kindness and great compassion, must exert himself in the Perfection of Wisdom 
(punar aparam Sariputra bodhisattvena mahdsattvend dasa tathdgabaldni catvdri vaisdradydni catasrah 
pratisamvido ‘stadasdvenikdn buddhadharmdn malmmaitrim mahdkanmdm parijndtukdmena 
prajndparamitdyam siksitavyam ). 


Sastra. - 


First Section GENERAL QUESTIONS 

I. ATTRIBUTES OF THE SRAVAKA AND ATTRIBUTES OF THE BUDDHA 


[235b] Question. - The ten powers (bald), the four fearlessnesses ( vaisdradya ), etc., are the peerless 
attributes reserved for the Buddhas. They should therefore be treated first. Why does [the Prajnaparamita] 
speak first of the nine concepts (navasamjnd) [in chapter XXXV], the eight recollections ( astdnusmrtayah) 
[in chapter XXXVI], etc.? 

Answer. - The Prajnaparamita first spoke [in chapters XVII to XXX] of the six perfections (pdramitd) to 
be practiced by the bodhisattva. The thirty-seven auxiliaries of enlightenment ( saptatrimsad 
bodhipdksikadharmdh) and the other qualities including the three pure faculties ( andsravendriya) [which 
were the object of chapters XXXI to XXXVIII] are the qualities of the sravaka. By practicing the six 
perfections, the bodhisattva has acquired power ( ba/a): he then wants to bypass the levels ( bhumi ) of the 
sravakas and pratyekabuddhas, convert people engaged in [the Vehicles] of the sravaka and 
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pratyekabuddha and introduce them into the Vehicle of the Buddhas. This is why he criticizes these 
dharmas of the Lesser Vehicle ( hmayana ) of abandoning all beings and being of no benefit. 

The sravakas say to the bodhisattva: “You are a worldly person ( prthagjana ) who has not yet destroyed the 
impurities ( aksfndsrava ) and, because you are unable to practice these qualities, you criticize them rashly.” 
That is why [here, in the Prajnaparamita], the Buddha said: “The thirty-seven auxiliaries of enlightenment 
(bodhipaksikadharma) and the other qualities of the sravakas should be completely fulfilled by the 
bodhisattva, but only by basing himself on their non-existence (, anupalabdhitam updddya ).”586 

Although the bodhisattva practices these qualities, he considers them to be non-existent ( anupalabdha ): it is 
for beings devoted to bad practices ( duscarita ) that the bodhisattva practices these good practices of the 
sravaka and never rejects these qualities, non-existent and empty though they are. Neither does he hasten to 
realize his own nirvana {nirvanasaksatkara). 

If the bodhisattva did not understand, did not practice, this Lesser Vehicle and limited himself to criticizing 
it, who would want to believe him? If the Buddha Sakyamuni had not previously carried out the practices 
of austerity {duskaracaryd) for six years and had limited himself to criticizing them by saying that they 
were not the Path, nobody would have believed him. This is why he exerted himself in practices of 
austerity more than anyone else; then, when he had realized the Bodhi of the Buddhas, he criticized this 
path of austerities and everyone believed li i m.587 q| m j s w hy 5 following the six perfections, the 
bodhisattva practices the qualities of the sravaka. 

Furthermore, these [qualities of the sravaka] are not just sravaka qualities. The bodhisattva who practices 
them in conjunction with the Dharma, without abandoning the mind of beings, ‘fulfills completely’ 
(paripurayati ) all the Buddha qualities. As he uses the knowledge of the emptiness of non-existence 
(i anupalambhasunyata)'’ 88 [for this purpose], these sravaka qualities are also called bodhisattva qualities. 


586 See above, p. 1137F. 

587 Described, among other sources, in the Duskaracaryaparivarta of the Lalitavistara, p. 243-260. The 
comments made by A. Foucher, La Vie du Bouddha, p. 134, on the mortifications of Sakyamuni connect 
up rather oddly with the considerations developed here by the Traite. The Buddha had to submit freely to 
the excesses of asceticism in order to be able, in the Sermon at Benares, to criticize from an awareness of 
the cause: 

“There are two extremes which the person who is leading a spiritual life should avoid. The one 
is a life of pleasure, devoted to pleasures and enjoyment (kamesu kamasukhallikanuyoga ): it is base, 
ignoble, contrary to the spirit, unworthy, vain. The other is a life of mortification (atmaklamathdnuyoga ): 
this is sad, unworthy, vain.. .The flawless one has found the middle way (madhyamdpartipad)...” (cf. 
Vinaya, I, p. 10; Catusparisad, p. 140; Mahavastu, III, p. 331; Lalitavistara, p. 416). 

588 Knowledge about the fifteenth of the eighteen sunyatds postulated by the Prajnaparamita: 
Pancavimsati, p. 197,1. 15; Satasahasrika, p. 1473,1. 1-2. This is the fact that dharmas past, future and 
present do not exist {nopalabhyante). The translation ‘unascertainable emptiness’ is guilty of timidity. 
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Question. - If the bodhisattva completely fulfills the thirty-seven auxiliaries of enlightenment 
( bodhipdksikadharma ), why does he not enter into the predestination of the sravakas ( srdvakaniydma )?589 

Answer. - When we say that he ‘fulfills completely’ ( paripurayati ), we mean that he sees them and knows 
them completely but without taking on their realization ( saksatkaram nopagrhnati). By seeing and 
knowing them clearly, he ‘fulfills them completely’. 

Let us take, for example, this saying of the Buddha: 

Everyone fears the stick and the rod. 

There is no one who does not protect his own life. 

Inspired by the indulgence one has for oneself. 

One does not inflict the stick on anyone.590 

Although the Buddha says that eveiyone fears the stick and the rod, [this does not hold true] for beings of 
the formless realm (drupyadhatu ) who have no body. Neither does it hold true for the realm of subtle form 
(; rupadhatu ) where, there are bodies but no whip or rod. In the desire realm ( kamadhatu ), it is not valid for 
the Buddhas, the noble cakravartin kings, the Yama gods and other higher deities who have nothing to fear 
from a beating. It is in reference to those [235c] who do have reasons to fear the rod that the Buddha said 
“Eveiyone fears being beaten by the rod.” 

It is the same here when we speak of ‘fulfilling completely’ [the sravaka qualities]: ‘fulfilling them 
completely’ is not to seek to realize them ( sdksdtkr) or to be attached to them. 

Furthermore, as has been said above, the bodhisattva does not abandon beings and [although he fulfills 
completely the sravaka qualities], it is by joining them with the knowledge bearing upon the emptiness of 
non-existence ( anupalambhasunyata ).591 This is why he does not fall into the class of the sravakas. 


5^9 The srdvakaniydma is the assurance of the sravaka as to his future attainment of nirvana, The 
sravaka is called samyaktvaniydvakrdnta ( samyaktva = nirvana ); as soon as he has this guarantee, he is 
an arya. In a similar way, bodhisattvaniydma is the certainty for the bodhisattva of some day reaching 
supreme perfect enlightenment which makes him a Buddha. See Kosa,VI, p. 180-182 and notes. 

590 Udanavarga, V, v, 19 (p. 144): 

Sai've dandasya bibhyanti, savesdm jivitam priyam / 
dtmdnam upamdm krtvd, naiva lmnydn na ghdtayet // 

“Everyone fears the rod; life is precious to everyone. By taking oneself as the point of 
comparison, one avoids killing or making another kill.” 

Cf. Dhammapada, v. 130: 

Sabbe tasanti dandassa, sabbesam jivitam piyam / 
attdnam upamam katvd, na haneyya na gdtaye // 

The same stanza will be cited later, k. 30, p. 278b23-24. 

591 See above, p. 153F, n. 
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II. ATTRIBUTES TO BE FULFILLED AND ATTRIBUTES TO BE COGNIZED 


From the six perfections up to the three pure faculties [i.e., from chapter XVII to chapter XXXVIII], the 
Prajnaparamita spoke only [of the qualities] ‘to be completed fully’ ( paripurayitavya ); why will it speak 
from now on of qualities which the bodhisattva is ‘desirous of obtaining’ ( prdptukdma ) or ‘desirous of 
knowing’ ( jnatukama ) and in view of which ‘he must practice the perfection of wisdom’ 
(prajndparamitayam siksitavyam )? 

Answer. - The sravaka qualities [that are the object of chapters XXXI to XXXVIII] are measured and 
limited and this is why Prajnaparamita spoke of the qualities ‘to be completely fulfilled’ ( paripurayitva ). 
But from now on in what follows, it will be a matter of profound ( gambhira ) and immeasurable 
(apramana) Buddha qualities which the bodhisattva has not yet attained; this is why the Prajnaparamita 
will speak of qualities that the bodhisattva is ‘desirous of attaining’ (prdptukdma) or ‘desirous of knowing ‘ 

( jndtukdma ), and in view of which he must exert himself in the perfection of wisdom. 

Furthermore, as the sravaka qualities are easily penetrated, easily understood, the Prajnaparamita calls them 
‘to be completely fulfilled’ (paripurayitavya ). But as the bodhisattva qualities and Buddha qualities are 
difficult to penetrate, difficult to understand, it now says that ‘he must exert himself in them’. 

Finally, the sravaka qualities [concern] the general characteristics (samanyalaksana) of things. The 
sravakas understand suffering (, duhkha ), the origin of suffering (duhkhasamudaya), the cessation of 
suffering (, duhkhanirodha ) and the path leading to the cessation of suffering (duhkhanirodhagdminT 
pratipad) only. 

For example, take two physicians (bhisaj). The first understands only the sickness (dbddha), the cause of 
the sickness (dbddhasamutthdna), the cure for the sickness (dbddhaprahdna ) and the remedy ( bhesaja ) that 
cures the sickness;^^ b u t he does not know every sickness, nor does he know all the causes of sickness or 
all the cures for sickness or all the remedies curing the sicknesses. It may be also that he knows how to treat 
the sicknesses of men but he does not know how to treat the sickness of animals; it may be that he can cure 
one country but cannot cure other countries. It may also be that he can treat ten kinds of sicknesses but he 
does not know how to treat completely the four hundred and four kinds of sicknesses. And it is the same in 
regard to the causes of the sicknesses, the cures for the sicknesses and the remedies curing the sicknesses. 
The second physician knows the four things completely: he knows all the remedies, he knows all the 
sicknesses. 


592 Compare the Vyadhyadisutra in Samyukta (T 99, k. 15, p. 105a-b, the original Sanskr it of which is 
cited by Kosavyakhya, p. 514; Caturbhir angaih samanvdgato bhisak salyapahartd rdjdrhas ca bhavati 
tdjayogyas rdjdhgatve ca samkhydm gacchati. katamais caturbhih. dbddhakusalo bhavati, 
abadhasamutthanakusalo bhavati, dbddhaprahdnakusalah prahmasya cdbddhasydyatydm 
anutpadakusalah. 

For the comparison of the physician, see also P. Demieville in Hobogirin, Byfi, III, p. 230-231. 
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The sravaka is like the lesser physician and does not know everything; the bodhisattva-mahasattva, 
however, is like the greater physician; there is no illness that he does not know; there is no remedy that he 
does not find. This is why the sravaka qualities should be ‘completely fulfilled’ (parpurayitavya ), whereas 
those of the bodhisattva should be ‘practiced’. 


III. DEFINITION OF THE TEN POWERS ACCORDING TO THE 
DASABALASUTRA 59i 


The Buddha has ten powers ( bala ): 

1) He knows, in accordance with reality, that which is possible ( sthdna ) and impossible ( asthdna ): this is 
the first power. 

2) He knows the actions ( karmasamadana ), past, future and present, of beings and he knows them 
according to place ( sthanatas ), cause ( hetutas ) and retribution ( vipakatas ): this is the second power. 

3) He knows, in accordance with reality, the defilements ( samklesa ), the purity (v ydvadana) and the 
modalities (v yavasthana) of the trances (, dhydna ), liberations (vimoksa), concentrations ( samadhi ) and 
absorptions ( samapatti ): this is the third power. 

4) He knows, in accordance with reality, the degree of the moral faculties ( indriyaparaparata) of other 
individuals: this is the fourth power. 

5) He knows the diverse aspirations (nanadhimukti) of other beings: this is the fifth power. 

6) He knows the world (Ioka) with its diverse and numerous acquired dispositions ( dhdtu ): this is the sixth 
power. 

7) He knows the route (pratipad) that leads to the different destinies ( sarvatragagamin ): this is the seventh 
power. 

8) He remembers his many previous abodes ( purvanivdsa ) with their aspects ( dkdra ) and their causes 
(: niddna ), namely, one existence (Jdti), two existences and so on up to a hundred thousand existences and 
many periods of [236a] creation ( vivarta ) and disappearance ( samvarta ) of the world: There, among those 
beings, I had such and such a family ( gotra ), such and such a name ( naman ), such and such food (ahara ), 
such and such suffering ( duhkha ), such and such happiness (sukha), such and such longevity ( dfrghdyus ). 
When I died in this place, I was reborn in that place and when I died there, I came to be born here where I 
have such and such a name, such and such a family, such and such food, such and such suffering, such and 
such happiness and such and such a longevity: this is the eighth power. 


593 Here the Traite quotes the Dasabalasutra, taking some liberties, the text of which was given above, 
p. 1506-1508F. 
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9) With the divine eye (divyacaksus), purified, surpassing that of gods and men, the Buddha sees beings 
dying and being born and knows them to be handsome ( suvarna) or ugly (durvarna), great or small, falling 
into a bad destiny (durgati) or falling into a good destiny ( sugati ) and, as a result of the actions they have 
committed ( yathakarmapaga ), suffering the appropriate retribution (vipdka). As a result, these beings, 
burdened with misdeeds of body ( kdyaduscarita ), burdened with misdeeds of speech ( vdgduscarita ), 
burdened with misdeeds of mind ( manoduscarita ), slandering the saints (drydndm apavddaka ), having 
wrong views ( mithyddrsti ), acting badly because of these wrong views ( mithyddrstikarmasamdddna ), for 
this cause and this reason, at the dissolution of the body after death enter into a bad destiny ( durgati ) and 
are born in hell ( niraya ). On the other hand, these other beings endowed with good bodily actions, endowed 
with good actions of speech, endowed with good actions of mind, do not slander the saints, having right 
view, acting well from the fact of their right view, for this cause and this reason, at the dissolution of the 
body after death enter into a good destiny ( sugati ) and are reborn in heaven ( svarga ): this is the ninth 
power. 

10) By the cessation of the impurities (dsravanam ksaydt ), having realized, in the present existence (drsta 
eva dharme) by his own knowledge ( svayam abhijndya ), the pure liberation by wisdom ( prajnavimukti ), 
the Buddha cognizes in accordance with reality: Birth is exhausted for me ( ksina me jatih), the religious life 
has been practiced ( usitam brahmacaryam), that which had to be done has been done (krtam karamya), I 
see no other existence for myself ( ndparam asmad bhavam iti ): this is the tenth power. 


IV. WHY TEACH THE TEN POWERS? 


Question. - The bodhisattvas have not yet obtained the ten powers and the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas 
are unable to obtain them; why speak of them here? 

Answer. - 1) It is true that the sravakas are unable to obtain them but if they hear about the qualities of 
these ten powers, they tell themselves that the Buddha himself has these great qualities and they rejoice 
saying: “We have obtained great gains ( labhd nah sulabdhdh) and have received an unlimited benefit.” 
Thanks to the purity of their faith ( sraddhacittavisuddhi ), they enter into the path of cessation of suffering 
( duhkhaksayamdrga ). 

As for the bodhisattvas who hear about these powers, they diligently cultivate the bodhisattva path and will 
obtain these great fruits that are the ten powers, etc. 

Furthermore, there are sravakas and bodhisattvas who, practicing the concentration of recollection of the 
Buddha ( buddhdnusmrtisamddhi ), do not recollect merely the Dharmakaya with its many Buddha qualities. 
They must make the following reflections: 

The Buddha is able to explain all dharmas in all their aspects (akara ): this is why he is called ‘Omniscient’ 
( sarvajna ). 
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In accordance with reality, he analyzes and skillfully preaches all dharmas: this is why he is called ‘Seeing 
everything’ (, sarvadarsin ). 

By direct perception (pratyaksam ), he cognizes all dharmas: this is why he is called ‘the One whose 
knowledge and vision are unhindered’ (, apratihatajnanadarsana ). 

He loves all beings impartially: this is why he is called ‘the Being of great loving-kindness and great 
compassion’ ( mahamaitrimahakanma). 

He possesses great loving-kindness and great compassion: this is why he is called ‘Savior of the world’ 
(, lokara.trj. 

He comes by a path that is in accord with the truth (yathabhutamargena gacchati ): this is why he is called 
‘Tathagata’. 

He has the right (arhati ) to receive the worship (pitja) of the entire world this is why he is called ‘Arhat’. 

He is endowed with a wisdom free of error {aviparvtaprajna): this is why he is called ‘Samyaksambuddha’. 

His morality ( sfla ), his concentration ( samadhi) and his wisdom ( prajna) are complete ( sampanna ): this is 
why he is called ‘Vidyacaranasampanna, endowed with sciences and practices’. 

He does not turn back: this is why he is called ‘Sugata’. 

He cognizes the general characteristics ( sdmdnyalaksana ) and the specific characteristics (svalaksana ) of 
the world: this is why he is called ‘Lokavid, knower of the world’. 

[234b] He skillfully preaches the path of supramundane salvation ( lokottaraksemamdrga ): this is why he is 
called ‘Anuttarapurusadamyasarathi, supreme leader of beings to be converted’. 

He saves beings by the threefold teaching (sasana ): this is why he is called ‘Sasta devamanusyanam, 
master of gods and men’. 

He can awaken himself and awaken people from the sleep of all the afflictions ( klesa ) of the world: this is 
why he is called ‘Buddha’. 

He is endowed with all the aspirations (sarvapranidhanopeta ): this is why he is called ‘Bhagavat, endowed 
with qualities’. 

He is endowed with the ten powers ( dasabalasampanna ): this is why he is called ‘Dhifa, strong’.594 

He has obtained the four fearlessnesses (caturvaisaradyaprapta): this is why he is called ‘Purusasimha, 
man-lion’. 

He has obtained immense profound knowledge (jnana): this is why he is called ‘Mahagunasagara, great 
ocean of qualities’. 


594 Mahavyut., no. 35. 

595 Ibid., no. 36. 
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All these statements sre without obstacles ( apratiliata ): this is why he is said to be like the wind 
( vayusama ). 

He has neither aversion (pratigha ) nor fondness ( anunaya ) for all that is beautiful ( suvarna ) or ugly 
(i durvarna ): this is why he is said to be like the earth ( prthivisama ). 

He burns the kindling of all the fetters ( sarvasamyojananendhana ): this is why he is said to be like fire 
( tejahsama ). 

He has skillfully destroyed all the lingering traces of the afflictions ( sarvaklesavasana): this is why he is 
said to be fully liberated ( vimukta ). 

His abode being supreme (uttardvasatha), he is called ‘Bhagavat’. 

Since the Buddha possesses such qualities, one should recollect the Buddha. This is why the bodhisattva- 
mahasattva who wants to attain the ten powers ( bala ), the four fearlessesses ( vaisdradya ) and the eighteen 
special attributes (avenikadhrma) of the Buddhas should practice the Prajnaparamita. 

3) Furthermore, at Rajagrha on the Grdhrakutaparvata, when the Buddha was preaching the Prajnaparamita, 
the four communities (catusparisad) and a great crowd of heretics ( tfrthika ), lay people ( grhastha ), 
monastics ( pravrajita ), devas, yaksas, etc., gathered together. The Buddha entered into the concentration of 
the King of Samadhis and emitted great rays of light ( rasmi ) that illumined universes as numerous as the 
sands of the Ganges ( gahgdnadfvdlukopama lokadhdtu)\ the earth trembled in six ways ( prthivTsadvikdram 
akampata);596 then the Buddha preached the Prajndpdramitd from the six perfections up to the three 
faculties, [i.e., chapter XVII to chapter XXXVIII]. At this moment, some beings experienced doubts 
(samsayajata) and wondered by means of what powers and by means of how many strengths the Buddha 
could be of such inconceivable ( acintya) and such moving service ( upakdra ). Knowing that these beings 
had such doubts, the Buddha said to them: “I possess the power of knowledge (jndnabala ) of the true 
nature ( bhutalaksana ) of all dharmas. This power has ten kinds of applications and thanks to these ten 
kinds of knowledges, I am able to carry out these moving miracles (prdtihdiya) and even surpass those that 
have been done.” This is why it is said [in the Prajndpdramitd] that the bodhisattva who wants to attain the 
ten powers must exert himself in the perfection of wisdom. 

4) Furthermore, some disciples of the Buddha (buddhasrdvaka) who have planted the roots of good 
(i avaropitakusalamula ) lifetime after lifetime can, out of some fault, fall into heresy. Now heretics ( tfrthika) 
often say: “The Buddha does not really have the power of the qualities ( gunabala ): it is by magical powers 
(mdyabala) that he seduces (dvartayati) the minds of beings.”597 And the disciples of the Buddha who 
have fallen into heresy have doubts and wonder if indeed the Buddha is not the Great Man ( mahdpurusa ). 
Wanting to counteract this insult ( abhydkhydna ), the Buddha said: “1 truly possess the ten powers (bala) 
and the four fearlessnesses (vaisdradya) with which I save beings: it is not magic (maya).” 

596 Events described and commented on above, p. 43 IF seq. 

597 A spiteful insinuation often found in the mouths of heretics (Majjima, I, p. 375, 381; Anguttara, II, 
p. 190, 193): Samano hi bhante Gotamo mdydvi, dvattanim mdyam jdndtiydya annatitthiyanam sdvake 
dvatteti. 


1242 



5) Finally, for the bodhisattvas who cultivate the bodhisattva path, the practice of austerities 
(i duskaracarya) is difficult to observe and difficult to realize and they have the tendency to laziness 
(kausidya). This is why the Buddha says to them: “Practice the ten powers and you will obtain an immense 
fruit of retribution ( vipakaphala)." 

[236c] It is like the leader of a caravan ( sdrthavdka ) who encourages his merchants by saying: “Be careful 
and avoid fatigue ( klamatha ): by means of energy, diligence effort and strength, you will arrive at the jewel 
mountain ( ratnagiri ) and there you will find the seven jewels ( saptaratna ) and the wish-fulfilling gem 
( cintamani).” In the same way, the Buddha encourages the bodhisattvas and says to them: “Do not be lazy; 
cultivate the bodhisattva path diligently and with energy; practice the ten powers and you will obtain an 
immense fruit of retribution.” 

It is because of these many benefits that [the Prajnaparamitd] deals with the ten powers, etc., here. 


V. WHY ARE THERE ONLY TEN POWERS? 


Question. - The Buddha possesses innumerable powers; why speak of only ten here? 

Answer. - It is true that the Buddha possesses innumerable powers but in order to save beings, to speak of 
ten powers is sufficient to settle the question: 

1) By the power of the knowledge of what is possible and what is impossible ( sthanasthanajnanabala ), the 
Buddha distinguishes (vibhanakti) and evaluates ( tulayati ) those beings who can be converted 
(vaineyasattva) and those who cannot be converted ( avaineya ). 

2) By the power of the knowledge of retribution of actions ( karmavipdkajndnabala ), he distinguishes and 
evaluates in one given person the obstacle consisting of action ( karmdvarana ), in another person the 
obstacle consisting of retribution (vipakavarana), in yet another person the absence of obstacles.^98 

3) By the power of the knowledge of the dhydnas, vimoksas, samadhis and samapattis , he distinguishes and 
evaluates those who are attached to the flavors of trance ( rasarakta ) and those who are not attached to 
them. 

4) By the power of the knowledge of the moral faculties ( indriyaparaparajnanabala ), he distinguishes and 
evaluates the degree of peoples’ strength of knowledge. 


598 By dvarana is meant that which is an obstacle to the Path and to the roots of good preparatory to the 
Path (nirvedhabhagfya). The Buddha said that there are three obstacles: i) the obstacle constituted by 
action ( karmavarana ), namely, the five sins of immediate (anantarya) retribution; ii) the obstacle 
constituted by the conflicting emotions (kiesdvarana), chronic ( ablnksnika ) and violent (tiksna) passion; 
Hi) the obstacle consisting of retribution ( vipakavarana ): the three bad destinies and some good 
destinies: cf. Anguttara, III, p. 436; Kosa, IV, p. 201-203 and notes; Bodh. bhiimi, p. 79. 
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5) By the power of the knowledge of the various aspirations of beings (; nanadhimuktijnanabala ), he 
distinguishes and evaluates what is loved by beings. 

6. By the power of the knowledge of the various dispositions acquired by beings ( ndnddhdtujndnabala ), he 
distinguishes and evaluates the progression of profound thoughts ( gambhfracitta ) of beings. 

7. By the power of the knowledge of the route leading to the various destinies 
(, sarvatragamimpratipajjnanabala ), he distinguishes and evaluates the doors to deliverance 
(vimoksamukha ) among beings. 

8. By the power of the knowledge of previous abodes (purvanivasajnanabala), he distinguishes and 
evaluates the earlier comings and goings of beings. 

9. By the power of the knowledge of birth and death ( cyutyupapddajiidnabala ), he distinguishes and 
evaluates the places of birth of beings ( upapattisthdna ), beautiful ( suvarna ) or ugly ( durvarna ), 

10. By the power of the knowledge of the cessation of the impurities (dsravaksayajndnabala), he 
distinguishes and evaluates the attaining of nirvana by beings. 

By using these ten types of powers, the Buddha saves beings. True and free of error, all are perfected 
(sampanna). This is why, although the Buddha possesses innumerable powers, we speak only of these ten 
powers. 

VI. WHY THE FIRST POWER INCLUDES THE OTHER NINE 


1) Futhermore, by the power of the possible and the impossible, he knows exactly from what cause a 
certain fruit of retribution comes. This power includes the nine others to save beings. Nine different 
modalities occur in this first power. How is that? 

2) Beings in the world see the grain grow from the seed with their eyes (pratykasam ), but they do not know 
it. How then would they know the fruit of retribution ( vipdkaphala ) caused by the mind and mental events 
{caitasikadharmdf! The Buddha, however, knows clearly and fully the fruit of retribution in its inner and 
outer causes ( adhydtmabdhyahetupratyaya ): thus this is a ‘power’.^99 

The Buddha knows the beings who are bound ( baddha ) by actions ( karman ) and defilements ( klesa ) and 
the beings who are freed ( mukta ) by the pure dhydnas, samdpattis, samddhis and vimoksas. He knows fully 
and completely the three kinds of actions of all beings, past, future and present, the lightness or gravity, the 
depth or superficiality, the coarseness or subtlety of their afflictions: thus this is a ‘power’. 

3. He knows fully and completely the depth or the shallowness of the dhydnas, samdpattis, samddhis and 
vimoksas of all beings and the causes for their liberation ( vimukti ): this is thus a ‘power’. [237a] 


599 


Power ( bala ) here being taken in the sense of jnanabala ‘power consisting of knowledge’. 
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4. In view of the future lifetime ( punarjanman ), beings of weak faculties ( mrdvindriya ) carry out shameful 
or meritorious actions; in view of not being reborn, people of keen faculties (tiksnendriya) accumulate 
actions ( upacinvanti ). The Buddha knows fully and completely the beauty or ugliness of these superior or 
inferior faculties: thus this is a ‘power’. 

5. The Buddha knows the two kinds of aspirations ( adhimukti) in all beings that are the determining causes 
of their higher or lower faculties ( indriya ); he knows fully and completely the kindness, the malice and the 
various modalities of these two kinds of aspirations: thus this is a ‘power’. 

6. These two kinds of aspirations ( adhimukti) being cause and condition for the two kinds of acquired 
dispositions ( dhdtu), the Buddha knows fully and completely the progress of the profound thoughts 
( gambhiracitta ) ofbeings: thus this is a ‘power’. 

7. By reason of their various acquired dispositions (dhdtu), beings follow two types of paths (pratipad ), the 
good path and the bad path. The Buddha knows fully and completely the many gates and destinations: thus 
this is a ‘power’. 

8-9. The unhindered knowledge of [the mechanism] of causes and results in past and future existences is 
called the power of the knowledge of previous abodes ( purvanivdsajhdna ) and the knowledge of death and 
rebirth (cyutyupapddajhdna). 

10. To know the causes and results of the past and the future and, being fully aware of skillful means 
( upaya ), to break the continuity (prabandha) of the mechanism of cause and effect, this is the power of the 
cessation of impurities (dsravaksayabala). The Buddha knows the twofold causality of the three times, 
distinguishes and evaluates the moral faculties (indriya), the aspirations (adhimukti) and the acquired 
dispositions (dhdtu) ofbeings and, in order to break their impurities, he preaches the Dharma to them. This 
is what is called the power of cessation of the impurities (dsravaksaya). 


Second Section THE TEN POWERS IN PARTICULAR 


I. THE POWER OF THE POSSIBLE AND THE IMPOSSIBLE 


Question. - What is the power of the knowledge of the possible and the impossible 
(sthdndsthdnajfidnabala)'l 

Answer. - The Buddha knows all dharmas, their causes and conditions (hetupratyaya) and the mechanism 
of the fruit of retribution ( vipdkaphalaniydma ): from such and such causes and conditions there arises such 
and such a fruit of retribution; from such and such other causes and conditions there arises such and such 
another fruit of retribution. How is that? 
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[Bahudhatukasutra].^® - As it is said in the To-sing king (Bahudhatukasutra) in regard to things possible 
and impossible: 

“It is impossible that a woman should be a noble cakravartin king” ( atthdnam etam anavakdso yam itthi 
rdjd assa cakkavattf, n ’ etam thdnam vijjati). Why? Because any woman dependent on a man cannot obtain 
sovereignty (aisvarya). And if a woman cannot be a noble cakravartin king, how then could she be 
Buddha? If a woman obtains liberation, nirvana, it is thanks to a man that she obtains it. It is impossible 
that she could obtain Bodhi by herself (svatah)P^l 

“It is impossible that two noble cakravartin kings appear simultaneously in the world” ( atthdnam etam 
anavakdso yam ekissd lokadhdtuyd dve rdjdno cakkavattino apubbam acarimam uppajjeyyum, n ’ etam 
thdnam vijjati). Why? Because a cakravartin king never encounters any rivalry (pratyarthikatva ). And if 
two noble cakravartin kings cannot be in the same world, how could two Buddhas?602 

“It is impossible that a bad action [of body, speech or mind] could result in a pleasant [agreeable] 
retribution.” ( atthdnam etam anavakdso yam kdyavacTmanoduccaritassa ittho kanto mandpo vipdko 
nibbatteyya, n’etam thdnam vijjati). And if a bad action cannot bring worldly happiness (laukikasukha), 
how then could it bring supramundane happiness (lokottarasukha)? 

“It is impossible that the person who is of bad conduct [of body, speech or mind] could, as a result of this 
fact, [at the dissolution of the body] be reborn in heaven” ( atthdnam etam anavakdso yam 
kdyavacfmanoduccaritasamahgf tanniddnd tappaccayd kdyassa bhedd param marand sugatim saggam 
lokam uppajjeyya, n ’etam thdnam vijjati). And if the person who is of bad conduct cannot be reborn in the 
heavens, how then could he obtain nirvana? In fact, the five obstacles (pancdvarana) cover the mind, one is 
distracted ( viksipta) and, without developing the seven factors of enlightenment ( sambodhyahga ), it is 
impossible to attain nirvana. As long as the five obstacles cover the mind and one does not cultivate the 
seven factors of enlightenment, it is impossible to attain the Bodhi of the sravakas, not to speak of the 
Bodhi of the Buddhas. But when the mind is free of obstacles, the Bodhi of the Buddhas can be obtained 
and, all the more so, that of the sravakas. 

All of these possibilities and impossibilities the Buddha has explained from his own mouth in the To-sing 
king (Bahudhatukasutra) but, relying on the word of the Buddha, scholars have developed these 
possibilities and impossibilities at length:603 

[237b] It is impossible that the Buddhas have defects and errors, that the saints (diya) seek out heretical 
teachers, that the saints fall into the bad destinies (durgati ), that the fetters ( samyojana ), once destroyed by 


600 An extract of the Bahudhdtukasutta of Majjhima, III, p. 64-67 (Tchong a han, T 26, k. 47, p. 
723c28-724b28), repeated in Anguttara, I, p. 26-30 as well.. 

601 See also above, p. 134F, 545F. 

602 See above, p. 302-303F, 535F. 

603 The Traite undoubtedly has in mind the Abhidharma authors who have considerably increased the 
list of possibilities and impossibilities drawn up by the Buddha: see, e.g., Vibhanga, p. 335-338; 
Kathavatthu, p. 172; Puggalapannatti, p. 11, 12. 
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the path of seeing the truths ( satyadarsana ), re-arise, that the saints hide their faults, and that the 
srotaapannas are reborn twenty-five times. 1 604 § ee w hat has been said at length in the classification of the 
saints (aryavibhanga). 

It is impossible that people guilty of the five heinous crimes of immediate retribution (anantarya), the five 
types of eunuchs (pancavidhasandha ), beings in the four bad destinies ( caturdurgatipatitasattva ), the 
inhabitants of Uttaravati and the retinue of Mara ( mdraparivdra ), being hindered by the three obstacles 
(dvarana ),605 can attain the Path.. ..606 [237c] 

There are innumerable impossibilities ( asthdna ) of this kind and it is the same for the possibilities. The 
Buddha knows the possible things and the impossible things; he distinguishes ( vibhanakti) them and 
evaluates ( tulayati ) them. For beings able to be converted ( vaineyasattva ), he preaches the Dharma; for 
beings unable to be converted, it is the [free] play of causes. The Buddha is like a good physician ( vaidya ) 
who understands the curable and incurable illnesses. 

On the other hand, the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas know very few things. Sometimes they want to 
convert beings unable to be converted, as was the case for the Cheou-lo (Asura?); sometimes they do not 
convert beings who ought to be converted, as was the case [for Srfvrddhi] who was not converted by 

Sariputra. 607 


604 jjj e srotaapanna is saptakytvah paramah, i.e., he will be reborn a maximum of seven times: cf. 
Anguttara, I, p. 233,1. 13; IV, p. 381,1. 13; Nettippakarana, p. 169,1. 27; p. 189,1. 28; Visuddhimagga, 
p. 611,1. 26; Kosa, VI, p. 200. 

605 jhg obstacle consisting of action ( karmdvarana ) bars the Path to people guilty of the five 
anantaryas; the obstacle consisting of passion ( klesdvarana ) bars it to eunuchs; the obstacle consisting of 
retribution (vipdkdvarana) bars it to beings in the four unfortunate rebirths ( ndraka, tiiyagyoni, preta and 
asura ) and to the inhabitants of Uttarakuru: cf. Kosa, IV, p. 201-213. 

606 jhe Traite continues by mentioning still other possibilities. 

607 jyp Kosabhasya, p. 412-413: Sthavirasdriputrenapravrajydpreksapurusapratydkhydnam : 

“Sariputra rejected a man who asked for the going-forth from home.” 

The Kosavyalkhya, p. 644, tells the circumstances for this refusal: Aryasdripurena kila kasyacit 
pravrajydpreksasyapurusasya ... dhatupasanivare nilinam iva kdncanam // 

Transl. - It is said that a man asked for admission into the monastic Order. The noble Sariputra 
looked for some root of good in him before producing the deliverance but, as he saw none, he refused 
him and did not allow him into the Order. The Buddha, however, found one and allowed him into the 
Order. The monks questioned the Buddha about this man and the Blessed One said: Here is an action 
done by this man which will be worth arhathood for him. Actually, actions do not ripen in the elements 
earth, water, fire or wind, but indeed in the aggregates, the elements and the bases of consciousness 
appropriated by him. And the Buddha said: “I definitely see in him a very small seed of deliverance, like 
a speck of gold caught in the interstices of a mineral.” 

This story is told in full in the following collections: 
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The Buddha himself makes no blunders. [His knowledge of the possible and the impossible] is intact 
(i avyahata ) and invincible (prajdndti) and, since he knows fully and completely (prajdndti ), it is called the 
first ‘power’. 


II. THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE RETRIBUTION OF ACTIONS 


The power of the knowledge of the retribution of actions (karmavipdkajfidnabala). - Whether it is a matter 
of actions carried out by the body or speech, of actions unaccomplished in the present lifetime, of actions 
resulting from discipline of vow ( samdddnasila of bad actions, of actions to be carried out during one 
day and one night 609^ of sinful or meritorious actions: the Buddha has summarily explained the threefold 
sphere of action of all of these, and this is what is called the natures of karman. 

1) The Buddha knows the past ( atfta ) actions of all beings the retribution of which is also past, the past 
actions the retribution of which is taking place in the present (pratyutpanna ), the past action the retribution 
of which is in the future (anagata), the past actions the retribution of which is in the past and the present, 
the past actions the retribution of which is in the past and the future, the past actions the retribution of 
which is in the present and the future, the past actions the retribution of which is in the past, future and 
present. It is the same for present actions. 


a. P’ou-sa pen-cheng man louen, T 160, k. 4, p. 343c23-344b28. - On this work, see J. Brough, 
The Chinese Pseudo-Translation of Arya-Sutra ’s Jdtaka-Mdld, Asia Major, XI, 1964, p. 27-53. 

b. Kalpanamandika, T 201, no. 57, k. 10, p. 311b24-312bl3 (transl. E. Huber, Sutralamkara 
d’Asvaghosa, p. 283-287). 

c. Hien yu king, T 202, no. 23, k. 4, p. 376b2-380al0. 

The hero of the story was called Fou-tseng or Che-li-li-t’i (restored by P. Pelliot as Srivrddhi). 
After having been refused by Sariputra and some other disciples, he was finally admitted into the Order 
by the Buddha himself, the only one who found a minute seed of deliverance in him: in the past, when he 
had been attacked by a tiger, he had uttered the cry: Namo buddhdya. 

It is perhaps of Srivrddhi that the authors of the Vibhasa (T 1545, k. 102, p. 530cl9-27) were 
thinking when they noted the following: The Buddha and the venerable Sariputra were walking 
somewhere and someone approached them. The Buddha asked Sariputra: Can you see where this person 
was your friend? Then Sariputra, passing from the first to the fourth dhyana resorted to memories of his 
earlier abodes (purvanivdsananusmrti ) in order to find this person, but saw nothing. Coming out of his 
samadhi, he said to the Buddha: The power of my concentration is unable to see him. The Buddha said to 
Sariputra: Once in the past, during such and such a kalpa, this being was your friend, but the time is so 
distant that it is not within the range of sravakas or of pratyekabuddhas; this is why you cannot know 
him. 

608 Discipline of vow, see above, p. 819-852F. 

609 Also called discipline of upavdsastha: cf. p. 825-929F. 
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2) Furthermore, among the good minds (kusalacitta), there are those that undergo the retribution of good 
(kusala), bad ( akusala) or indeterminate ( avydkrta ) actions.610 It is the same for bad ( akusala ) minds and 
indeterminate ( avydkrta ) minds. 

3) Furthermore, as a result of a salutary ( ksema ) action, one undergoes a pleasant retribution ( istavipdka ); 
as a result of a pernicious ( aksema ) action, one undergoes an unpleasant retribution (, anistavipaka ); as a 
result of an action that is neither salutary nor pernicious ( naivaksemanadksema ) action, one undergoes a 
neither unpleasant nor pleasant retribution. 61 1 

As a result of an action to be experienced in the present lifetime (, drstadharmavedamya ), one undergoes a 
retribution in the present lifetime; as a result of an action to be experienced after having been reborn 
(;upapadyavedamya ), one undergoes a retribution after having been reborn [i.e., in the very next lifetime to 
come]; as a result of an action to be undergone later ( aparaparydyavedamya ), one undergoes a retribution 
in a later existence [from the third onward],612 

As a result of an impure ( asubha ) action, one undergoes a retribution of torment; as a result of a pure 
(subha) action, one undergoes a retribution free of torment. As a result of a mixed (sambhinna) action, one 
undergoes a mixed retribution. 


610 vibhasa, T 1545, k. 51, p. 263a6; Kosabhasya, p. 227,1. 5: Kusalam akusalam avyakrtam karmati. 

611 Kosabhasya, p. 227,1. 7-9: Ksemam karma kusalam yad istavipdkam nirvanaprapakam ca 
duhkhaparitrandt tatkdlam atyantam ca. aksemam akusalam ksemapratidvandvabhdvena yasydnisto 
vipdkah. tdbhydm itarat karma naivaksemanaksemam yat tatkusaldkusaldbhydm itarat veditavyam. 

Transl. - Good action is salutary whether it brings a pleasant retribution or whether it makes 
one obtain nirvana; in the first case, temporarily, in the second case, once and for all. Bad action is 
pernicious, for it is, by nature, opposed to salvation: it is unpleasant retribution. An action different from 
the two preceding ones, namely, good and bad, is neither salutary nor pernicious. 

612 Flere it is a matter of determinate ( niyata ) action, i.e., action that must necessarily be experienced 
(niyatavedanfya). It is of three kinds: cf. Kosabhasya, p. 229-230: Niyatam trividham 
drstadharmavedanvyam upapadyavedamyam aparaparydyavedamam ... tatra drstdharmavedamyam 
yatra janmani krtam tatraiva vipacyate. upadyavedamyam dvitrye janmani. aparaparydyavedamyam 
tasmdtparena: “Determinate action is of three kinds: i) action to be experienced in the present lifetime 
or action that ripens in the same existence as it was accomplished in; ii) action to be experienced after 
having been reborn or action that ripens in the existence following the one in which it was accomplished; 
in) action to be experienced later or action that ripens in a later existence, after the third.” 

That is the canonical doctrine: cf. Anguttara, III, p. 415: Tividdhdham bhikkhave kammdnam 
vipdkam vadami: ditth ’ eva dhamme upapajjam vdpariydye. See also Majjhima, III, p. 214-215; 
Anguttara, V, p. 294, 297; Visuddhimagga, p. 515; L. de La Vallee Poussin, Morale bouddhique, 1927, 
p. 177-181. 
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4. Furthermore, there are two kinds of actions: the action that must necessarily be experienced 
(: niyatavedamya) and the action that will not necessarily be experienced ( aniyatacedamya ).61 3 

The action that must necessarily be experienced is that from which one cannot escape. 

a. Sometimes the action that must necessarily be experienced depends ( apeksate ) on the time ( kdla ), a 
person (pudgala ) and the place ( sthdna ) in order to undergo its retribution. 

Thus a person who is to enjoy happiness in the company of a noble cakravartin king awaits the moment 
when the noble cakravartin king appears in the world, and that is the moment when he attains his reward: 
therefore he depends on the time. He depends also on an individual, on the occurrence of the noble 
cakravartin king, and finally, he depends on the place, i.e., the place where the noble cakravartin king is 
born. 

But there are actions that must necessarily be experienced which do not depend on any skill or any deed. 
Whether they are beautiful ( suvarna) or ugly [238a] (, durvarna ), they present themselves without being 
sought. Thus for the person who has taken birth in the paradises, the happiness resulting from merit 
(punyasukha ) appears by itself, and for the person who is in hell (niraya ), the suffering resulting from the 
sin (dpattiduhkha ) follows him by itself. These actions do not depend on causes and conditions because 
they are especially serious (guru)P^^ 

As actions inevitably to be experienced (niyatavedamya ), see for example the army of P’i-lieou-li 
(Virudhaka) that killed seventy-two thousand men who were in possession of the Path (mdrgaprdpta) and 
innumerable lay practitioners ( updsaka ) who were keeping the five precepts (pahcasiksdpada 

See also the great magicians (: maharddhika ) like Mou-Iien (Maudgalyayana), etc., who could not be 
saved. 


613 SeeKosa, IV, p. 241. 

614 [ n order to estimate the lightness or heaviness of an action, six causes must be considered: see Kosa, 
IV, p. 241. 

6 I 3 After having massacred the Sakyas, Virudhaka (Vidudabha in Pali) and his army established their 
encampment on the shores and the bed of the Aciravati river. During the night, a sudden flood drowned 
them and they all perished. See above, p. 508-509F, note. 

616 Although he was the most powerful of the magicians, Maudgalyayana ended his last lifetime 
tragically: he was beaten like sugar-cane by heretics who reduced his bones to powder, and this resulted 
in his death. The great disciple thus expiated a sin he had committed against his parents in an earlier 
lifetime. 

According to some sources, this was a matter of a simple mental sin: Anavataptagatha (ed. 
Bechert, p. 94-97; transl. Hofinger, p. 199-202, p. 190cl5-191al6; T 1448, k. 16, p. 78c22-79a28; 
Tchong king siuan tsa p’i yu, T 208, no. 15, k. 1, p. 535a23-b4); Pali Jataka, V, p. 125-126. 

According to others, on the other hand, Maudgalyayana really assassinated his blind parents in a 
pretended attack by robbers: Pali Apadana, I, p. 31-33; Commentary of the Dhammapada, III, p. 65-69 
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See also Po-kiu-lo (Bakkula) who was thrown by his step-mother into the fire, into boiling water and into 
water, but who did not die.617 

Finally, the Buddha, when he was traveling through the kingdoms as a wandering mendicant ( pravrajita ), 
was begging and did not lack for offerings of food. However, five hundred carts brought him kingly food; 
in the foliage [alongside of which] he was walking, there grew seeds of rice (sali, tandula) and in his 
cooked rice ( odana ) there was an emulsion of a hundred flavors ( ojah satarasam ).618 

Good or bad, actions of this kind are to be experienced ( niyatavedanfya ) necessarily; the others do not 
necessarily have to be experienced ( aniyatavedanfya ). 

5) The desire realm ( kamadhatu) is the place ( sthdna ) where one undergoes the retribution ( vipdka ) for 
three kinds of actions, namely, action to be experienced pleasantly ( sukhavedanfya ), action to be 
experienced unpleasantly ( duhkhavedanfya ) and action to be experienced neither unpleasantly nor 
pleasantly ( aduhkhdsukhavedamya ). 

The form realm ( rupadhdtu ) is the place where one undergoes the retribution of two types of actions, 
namely, the action to be experienced pleasantly (sukhavedanfya) and the action to be experienced neither 
unpleasantly nor pleasantly (duhkhdsukhavedanfya). 


(transl. Burlingame, II, p. 304-307); W, Rockhill, Life of the Buddha, p. 109-110; P. Bigandet, Vie en 
Legende du Gaudama, p. 266-267. 

617 p or Bakkula, see above, p. 1386F. The detail given here appears, to my [Lamotte’s] knowledge, 
only in the King liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 37, p. 201al-9 (transl. Chavannes, Contes, III, p. 229-230): 
Bakkula lost his mother at the age of seven and his father took another wife who hated the son of her 
predecessor. While she was steaming some cakes in an earthenware jar, the child asked his step-mother 
for some and she threw him into the jar; then she closed the opening with a plate in the hope of killing 
the boy; but the latter, finding himself inside the jar, ate the cakes and did not die. 

At another time, she took the child and put him on a red-hot baking-sheet; but he ate the cakes 
on the sheet and did not die. . 

Later, having gone to the river bank to wash clothes, the woman threw the boy into the river; a 
fish swallowed him, etc. 

618 On the Buddha’s food (ojas or ojd) of a hundred flavors (satarasa), see above, p. 125F, note 1. The 
Miilasarv. Vinaya (Gilgit Manuscript, III, part 1, p. 38-39; T 1448, k. 10, p. 47a9-23) also tells the 
following: When the Bhagavat began to eat the barley (yava ) at Veranja, the venerable Ananda, 
completely upset, began to weep: The Bhagavat, he said, in the course of his existences, gave the gift of 
his hands, his feet and his head; at the end of three incalculable periods, he attained omniscience and now 
here he eats barley growing in holes! The Bhagavat said to him: Ananda, do you want to eat these barley 
grains stuck between the teeth of the Tathagata? When Ananda said yes, he gave him one of these grains 
and said: This, O Ananda, is the very pure food of the Tathagata; it eclipses the the best of all flavors. If 
the Tathagata eats no matter how coarse a food, this food changes for the Tathagata into food of a 
hundred flavors ( yadi tathdgatah prakrtam apy dlmram paribhuhkte tad api tathdgatasydnnasatarasam 
samparivartate ). 
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The formless realm (drupyadhatu ) is the place where one undergoes he retribution of one single kind of 
action, namely, the action to be experienced neither unpleasantly nor pleasantly 
( adhukhasukhavedaniya ). 6' 9 

6) There are retributions dependent on an object ( vastupeksa ) and it is thanks to this object that one obtains 
the retribution of action. Thus, in the pools ( taddga ) of king Fou-kia-lo-p ’o [erroneous transcription for 
Fou-kia-lo-so-li = Pukkusati^-®] there grew thousand-petaled golden lotuses 
( sahasrapattranisuvarndvabhdsani padmdni), as large as chariot wheels^ 1 and, because of them, a large 
crowd of people were overjoyed and many went forth from home ( pravrajita ) and obtained Bodhi. 

7) The Buddha knows the places ( sthdna ) where beings carry out their actions, whether in the desire realm 
(,kdmadhatu ), the form realm ( rupadhdtu ) or the formless realm (drupyadhatu). 

If it is in the desire realm, he knows in what destiny ( gati ); if it is in the divine destiny ( devagati ), he knows 
among which gods; if it is among humans ( manusya ), he knows in what continent ( dvipaka ); if it is in 
Jambudvipa, he knows in what kingdom (rdstra); if it is in a kingdom, he knows in what city ( nagara ) or 
village ( nigama ); if it is in a vihara, he knows in what place; if it is in a city ( naga ), he knows in what 
quarter (vdta), in what street ( vithi ), in what house ( prasada ) and in what room (sthdna). 

8) The Buddha knows at what time a given action has been carried out, whether it was one generation ago, 
two generations ago, up to a hundred thousand generations ago. 

9) He knows the number of times the retribution of a given action (kannavipdkaphala) has been undergone, 
has not yet been undergone, will necessarily be undergone or not necessarily undergone. 

10) He knows the good or bad tools that have been used [to carry out an action]; a knife ( sastra ), a stick 
(danda), an order for an execution ( vadhasdsana ), etc.; he knows if one has killed oneself or if one has 
ordered someone else to kill. It is the same for all other bad actions and also all good actions. 

11) The Buddha knows what generosity ( ddna) and what disciplines (sila) have been cultivated. 


619 All of this is fully explained in Kosa, IV, p. 109. 

620 Pukkusati, king of Taksasila, a contemporary and friend of Bimbisara, king of Magadha. Having 
read the description of the Three Jewels on a golden plaque sent to him by Bimbisara, Pukkusati 
renounced his throne, put on the yellow robe of a monk and went to search for the Buddha. Stage by 
stage he came to Rajagrha and took his lodging at the home of the potter Bhaggava. The Buddha himself 
joined him there and during the night preached the Dhdtuvibhahgasutra (Majjhima, III, p. 237-247) to 
him. Pukkusati requested and obtained ordination. Leaving immediately to seek for an alms- bowl and 
robe, he was attacked and killed by a cow. The Buddha disclosed to his monks that Pukkasati had 
attained the fruit of anagamin and has taken rebirth in the Avrha heaven. 

The history of this disciple is fully told in the Commentary of the Majjhima, V, p. 33 seq. 

621 These giant lotuses have been described above, p. 571F. 
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In regard to generosity, if a thing has been given, he knows if it is land, a house ( grha), a garment ( civara ), 
food ( pindapata ), medicine ( bhaisajya ), a bed or seat ( sayandsana ), an object made of the seven jewels 
(saptaratnamaya vasu). 

In regard to discipline {sila), the Buddha knows if it is a discipline of vow (samddanasila), a discipline 
acquired naturally (i dharmatapratilambhikasila ),622 a discipline of mental order ( caitasikasila ), a 
discipline of speech ( vdksila ), an ekadesakakdrin discipline, a pradesakdrin discipline, a yadbhuyaskarin 
discipline, a paripurnakarin disciplined^ a discipline of a single day ( ekadivasasila ),624 a discipline of 
observing the seven good paths of action (, saptakusalakarmapatha ),625 a discipline observing the ten 
precepts fully ( dasasiksdpada ), or a discipline joined with concentration (samadhi). 

12) In regard to meritorious works {punya ), the Buddha knows those who cultivate the first, second, third 
or fourth dhydna, the four immeasurables of loving-kindness (maitri), compassion (karuna), joy (mudita) 
and equanimity ( upeksa ) and other similar causes and conditions of good actions. 

13) The Buddha knows the various causes and conditions of bad actions, such as greed (; mdtsarya ), malice 
(v ydpdda), fear ( bhaya ), bad views (; mithyadrsti ), [238b] bad friends ( papamitra ), etc. He knows the 
various causes and conditions of good actions such as faith ( sraddhd), compassion {karuna), respect 
(satkara), trance {dhydna) and absorption {samdpatti), wisdom ( prajhd ), good friends (kalydnamitra), etc. 

Actions are dominant ( adhipati ): there is no one among gods or men who is able to change the nature of 
actions. 

For thousands of years, myriads, hundreds of thousands of existences, action always follows its perpetrator 
without release, like a creditor (rndyikd) pursuing his debtor.626 


622 See the list of disciplines in Pancavimsati (T 223, k. 23, p. 390bl3-14; T 220, vol. VII, k. 467, p. 
15-17). As the Kosa says, the discipline of vow (samadanasila) depends on a vijhapti, on an information, 
whereas the discipline acquired naturally {dharmatapratilambhikasila or dharmatasila), i.e., arisen from 
samadhi, is just avijhapti , non-information. 

In Kosa, IV, p. 49, n. 3, L. de La Vallee Poussin explains: We distinguish the samddhisila, the 
discipline obtained by making a vow, a resolution: “I will not do this or that” (type: Pratimoksa 
discipline) and the dharmatapratilambhikasila, the discipline acquired either without vow or act of 
speech: this is the discipline acquired just by the fact of possessing a dhyana (for one possesses a dhyana 
only by becoming detached from the afflictions of kamadhatu) or by entering into the Path (pure 
discipline involving abstention from certain actions). 

623 These four disciplines, ekadesakdrin, etc., in regard to the layperson have already been defined 
above, p. 821F and note. 

624 See above, p. 825F. 

625 The discipline consisting of the observing of the seven good paths of material (rupin) action 
(karmapatha ): abstaining from the three misdeeds of body and the four misdeeds of speech. 

626 The comparison of the creditor is canonical: cf. Samyutta, I, p. 170, 171: Paccusamhi inayikd detha 
dethd ti codenti. 
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When the action meets the combination of causes and conditions ( hetupratydyasdmagri ), it produces its 
fruit of retribution (vipdkaphalam daddti), like a seed ( bfja ) planted in the soil, encountering the complex 
of causes and conditions and the right time {hetupratayasamagrim prdpya kalam ca), germinates anew.627 

Action projects the being into an existence of the six destinies with the speed of an arrow.. 

All beings are heirs to their actions ( kannaddydda ) in the way that sons inherit the wealth of their fathers 
which is bequeathed to them. 628 

When the fruit of action is in progress, it cannot be stopped, like the fire at the end of the kalpa 
( palpodddha ). 

Action distributes beings among the various places where they are to be reborn, like the great king of a 
country distributes administrative posts according to the services rendered. 

When a man dies, action covers up his mind like a great mountain extending its shadow over things. 

Action assigns various bodies [to beings] like the master artist ( citrakmara ) who makes different images 
(pratima). 

If a person acts well, action procures a fine reward for him; if the person acts badly, action procures a bad 
punishment for him, like the man who serves a king and is rewarded according to his services. 

This is a classification of actions and their retribution. 

14. [Mahakarmavibhangasutra\.629 _ Moreover, in the Fen-pie-ye-king (Karmavibhangasutra), the 
Buddha said to Ananda: “[It may happen] that a man who does bad deeds is reborn in a good place 
(sugatim utpadyate ) and that a man who does good deeds is reborn in a bad place ( durgatim utpdyate).” 

Ananda asked: “How is that possible?” 

The Buddha replied: “If the bad action ( papakarman ) done by the evil man during the present lifetime 
(drsta eva dharme) has not yet ripened ( aparipakva ) and if a good action done by him during a previous 


622 Paraphrase of the classical stanza: 

Na pranasyanti karmani kalpakotisatair api / 
samagrim prdpya kalam ca phalanti khalu dehinam // 

628 Cf. Samyutta, II, p. 101-102; III, p. 152: Seyyathdpi bhikkhave rajako vd cittakdro vd sati rajandya 
vd lakkhdya vd lmliddiyd vd niliya vd manjettaya vd suparimatthe va phalake bhittiyd vd dussapatte vd 
itthirupam vd abhinimmineyya sabbangapaccangam.. .“Just as a painter, using colors, lacquer, ginger, 
indigo or madder, using a well-polished piece of wood, a wall or a cloth, draws a picture of a woman or 
man with all its members and limbs...” so action, which is mind ( citta ), in imitation of the painter 

(i citraka ), creates all the destinies of beings. 

The Saddharmasmrtyupasthana (T721, k. 5, p. 23bl8-c25) is inspired by this canonical passage 
in the parable dedicated to the mind of the painter. This parable has been commented learnedly and fully 
by Lin Li-Kouang, L ’Aide-memoire de la Vraie Loi, 1949, p. 65 seq. 

629 Sutta from Majjhima, III, p. 207-215 (Tchong a han, T 26, k. 44, p. 706bl2-708c28). 
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lifetime (purve krtam kalyanakarma ) is already ripened (paripakva ), then for this reason - although 
presently he is doing something bad - he takes rebirth in a good place. Or again if, at the moment of his 
death ( maranakale ), a good mind (kusalacitta ) and good mental events ( kusalacaitasikadharma ) arise in 
him, then for this reason, he takes rebirth in a good place.”630 

“[It may also happen] that a man who has done a good deed takes rebirth in a bad place. If the good action 
(kalyanakarman ) done by the honest man during the present lifetime ( drsta eva dharme) has not yet 
ripened ( aparipakva) and if a bad deed done by him during an earlier lifetime {pTirve krtam kalyanakarma) 
is already ripe {paripakva ), then, for that reason and although he is doing good actions presently, he is 
reborn in a bad place. Or also if, at the moment of his death {maranakale), a bad mind {akusalacitta) and 
bad mental events ( akusalacaitasikadharma ) arise in him, then, for that reason he takes rebirth in a bad 
place.”631 


630 Majjhima,III,p. 214,1. 17-26: Tatr’ Ananda, yvdyam puggalo idha pdndtipdtT adinndddyT-pe - 
micchaditthT, kdyassa bheddparam maraud sugatim saggam lokam uppajjati, pubbe vd ‘ssa katam hoti 
kalydnakammam sukhavedanTyam, pecchd vd ‘ssa tarn katam kalydnakammam sukhavedanTyam, 
maranakale vd ‘ssa hoti sammdditthTsamattd samddinnd; tena so kdyassa bhedd param maraud sugatim 
saggam lokam uppajjati. Sace kho so idha pdndtipdti hoti adinnadayT hoti-pe - micchaditthi hoti, tassa 
ditthe va dhamme vipdkam patisamvedeti uppaajjam apare vd pariydye. 

Transl. - It may happen, O Ananda, that an individual who is actually a murderer, a thief and of 
wrong views, at the dissolution of the body after death, is reborn in a paradise world, either if a good 
action to be experienced favorably has been done by him or a good action to be experienced favorably 
was done by him after, or, at the moment of death, a right view has been adopted by him and strongly 
held by him. This is why, at the dissolution of the body after death, he is reborn in a good destiny, in a 
paradise world. But being actually a murderer, a thief and of wrong view, he undergoes the retribution of 
this action either in the present existence or in the existence following [the one in which he had done 
that], or in a later existence [starting from the third]. 

631 Ibid., p. 215,1. 4-14: Tatr’ Ananda, yvdyam puggalo idha pdndtipdtd pativirato adinndddnd 
pativirato - pe- sammdditthT, kdyassa bhedd param maraud apdyam duggatim vinipdtam nirayam 
uppajjati, pubbe vd katam hoti pdpakammam dukkhavedamyam, pacchdvd ‘ssa tarn katam, maranakale 
vd ‘ssa hoti micchaditthi samattd samddinnd; tena so kdyassa bhedd param maraud apdyam duggatim 
vinipdtam nirayam uppajjati. Yah va kho so idha pdndtipdtd pativirato hoti adinndddnd pativirato hoti - 
pe - sammdditthT hoti, tassa ditthe va dhamme vipakam patisamvedeti uppajjam vd apare vd pariydye. 

Transl. - It may happen, O Ananda, that an individual who is actually abstaining from killing 
living beings, abstaining from robbing and is of right view, nevertheless, on the dissolution of the body 
after death, is born into misfortune, the bad destiny, the abyss, hell, if a bad deed to be experienced 
unpleasantly had been carried out by him previously, or if a bad deed to be experienced unpleasantly had 
been carried out by him afterwards, or if, at the moment of death, a bad view was adopted and fervently 
held by him. This is why, on the dissolution of the body after death, he is reborn in misfortune, the bad 
destiny, the abyss, hell. But actually abstaining from killing living beings, abstaining from stealing and 
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Question. - This way of seeing in regard to action already ripened (paripakva ) and action not yet ripened 
(aparipakva) is acceptable. But how can the mind at death ( maranacitta ), which lasts only a short time, 
prevail over the power of actions ( samskdrabala ) that extend over an entire lifetime?632 


being of right view, he receives the reward either in the present lifetime, or in the next lifetime, or in a 
later lifetime [from the third onwards]. 

632 jhis is the objection made by Milinda to Nagasena in the Milindhapanha, p. 80: Twnhe evam 
bhanata: yo vassasatam akusalam kareyya maranakdle ca ekam Buddhagatam satim patilcibheyya so 
devesu uppajjeyydti; etam na saddahdmi : You say: “The one who has done bad deeds for a hundred 
years but who, at the moment of death, has even one single thought of the Buddha, is reborn among the 
gods”, that I do not believe. 

But every Indian - and not just Buddhists - puts great importance on the last mind, the ‘mind at 
death’ ( maranacitta ). We read in the Bhagavadglta, VIII, 6: “Whatever existence is conceived of by the 
person who, at the end of his life, is separated from his body, this is the existence into which he passes; it 
is always in this condition that he is reborn.” 

Buddhists, it is true, deny the existence of a soul, but, nevertheless, they recognize that the mind 
at conception ( upapatticitta ) is the continuation of the mind at death ( maranacitta ). Hence the necessity 
of properly preparing the dying person for death. 

Well-meaning rather than enlightened, the deities of gardens, forests and trees invite the 
householder Citta to wish to become a cakravartin king, but the dying person refuses because that is a 
transitory ( anicca ) unstable ( addhuva ) situation destined to pass away (Samyutta, IV, p. 302-304). 

The Buddha entrusts to the Upasaka the duty of consoling the sick and maintaining the dying 
(Samyutta, V, 408-410). “Have you not heard”, he asks his cousin Mahanaman, ’’that an upasaka 
endowed with wisdom should encourage an upasaka endowed with wisdom who is sick, who is 
suffering, who is gravely ill?” He is reminded that he has intelligent faith ( aveccappasdda ) in the Three 
Jewels and the moral precepts dear to the saints. If he is troubled about the outcome of his affairs, he is 
invited to lay aside such worries inasmuch as his death is near and he will be unable to do anything more 
about them. If he remains attached to the five objects of sense enjoyments (colors, sounds, smells, tastes 
and tangibles), he is asked to renounce these human pleasures, scorned by the gods. If he aspires to the 
bliss of the paradises, he is told to notice that even Brahma’s heaven is impermanent and not final, 
because it involves the idea of self ( sakkdyapariydpanna ). Finally, a pressing invitation is made: “Lift 
you mind up and apply it to the cessation of the self ( cittam vutdpetvd sakkdya nirodhe cittam 
upasamhara ).” Indeed, the Buddha has stated that there is no difference as to the deliverance of the mind 
between such an upasaka and a bhiksu whose mind is liberated from the afflictions. If the upasakas must 
assist one another, what can be said of residential monks (dvdsika bhiksu) specially charged with the care 
of the householders? According to the Anguttara, III, p. 263-264, the resident monk is held to five 
services: ”He leads them to a high morality ( adhisila ). He causes them to live in the mirror of the 
Dharma ( dhammadasscma ). He visits the sick and encourages them to fix their attentiveness (sati), the 
most important thing of all. He encourages the populace to welcome strangers who are monastics 
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properly, for their coming is an occasion to gain merit. He eats good or bad food offered to him in order 
not to spoil a gift given in faith." 

The Buddha’s concern for the sick and the dying has been shared by his disciples in the course 
of the centuries: 

a. Already at the time of the Buddha, the housewife Nakulamata addressed admirable advice to 
her dying husband, the purports of the texts of which have been preserved for us (cf. Anguttara, III, p. 
295-298). 

b. Several centuries later, the emperor Asoka was concerned about the salvation of those whom 
he had condemned to death. In his fourth pillar edict (cf. J. Bloch, Les Inscriptions d’Asoka, p. 165), he 
proclaimed: “For prisoners whose penalty is fixed and who are condemned to death, I reserve three days 
for their use. Their relatives will intercede to save their lives, or if there is nobody to intercede, they will 
do charitable deeds or will carry out a fast in view of the next world. For this is what I desire: that even 
after the expired time limit, they will gain the other world." 

c. In Ceylon at the time of Buddhaghosa (cf. Visuddhimagga, p. 469), a kind of sacrament for 
the dying was carried out. Friends came to the sick person and said to him: A worship of the Buddha is 
going to be carried out according to your wishes; be of peaceful mind therefore ( tav ’ atthdya Buddhapujd 
kariyati, cittam pasddehi). Five kinds of offerings are prepared: flowers, garlands, flags and banners for 
the eye, recitations of the text and music for the ear, incense and perfume for the smell, honey and cakes 
for the taste, cloth for the touch. “Touch these objects”, the dying person is told; “these are the offerings 
that will be given by you." The mind at death thus represents a complete sacrifice to the Buddha and will 
determine the future mind at conception favorably. 

In Buddhist pietism, the last thought will preferably be a final invocation to a Buddha or a 
bodhisattva of choice. The invocation itself is indispensible. An enviable fate is promised to those who 
have heard the name of the Tathagata Bhaisajyagum: “At the time of their death, eight bodhisattvas 
miraculously present themselves and show them the path" (Bhaisajyagurusutra cited in Siksasamuccaya, 
p. 175: tesam maranakdlasaye ‘stau bodhisattva rddhydgatya mdrgam upadarsayanti). Surrounded by 
magical monks, Amitabha is present at the death of his devotees who, in ecstasy on seeing this Tathagata 
and without detaching their minds from him, leave this world to take rebirth in Sukhavati 
(Sukhavativyiiha, p. 48: te tena tathdgatadarsanaprasdddlambanena samddhindpramusitayd smrtyd 
cyutds tatraiva buddhaksetre pratydjanisyanti). No matter how great his crimes, the devotee of 
Avalokitesvara is comforted in his last moments by twelve Tathagatas: “Fear not, O son of good family; 
you have heard the Karandavyuha, you will wander in samsara no longer; there will be no further birth, 
old age or death for you” (Karandavyuha, p. 23, 95). 

But the problem that arises is to know whether the mind at death is able to wipe out completely 
a life of sin. This is what the Traite maintains here by emphasizing the primordial role of the last mind, 
abandoning the body and the organs. Nevertheless a few comments may be made: 

1) The state of death (marandvastha) is physically and mentally lifeless ( mandika ), and at death 
as at birth, the mental consciousness (, manovijnana ) is associated with the feeling of indifference (see 
Kosa, III, p. 118, 131). Therefore the last mind is not as sharp (patu ) as is claimed. 
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Answer. - Although this mind may be very short, its power ( bala ) is intense ( patu ). It is like fire (agni) or 
poison (visa) that, although small, can accomplish great things. The mind at death is so determinate (niyata) 
and so strong (dhrta) that it prevails over the power of action (samskdrabala) extending over a century. 

This last mind is called ‘the great mind’ ( mahdcitta ) for it has, as its urgent task, the abandoning of the 
body ( svadehaparitydga ) and the organs ( indriya ).^ 33 Thus the man in battle ( rana ), who does not spare 
his life, is called a hero (sum), and the arhat, who gives up attachment to life, attains arhathood. [238c] 

Those are the various retributions of sinful and meritorious actions as well as their functioning ( pravrtti ). 

The sravakas know only that bad action is punished and good action rewarded, but they are unable to 
analyze the problem with such clarity.^34 jhe Buddha himself understands fully and completely both 
action and the retribution of action. The power of his knowledge (jndnaprabhdva) is without obstacle 
(avydhata), is indestructible (aksaya) and invincible ( ajeya ): this is why it is described as the second 
‘power’. 


2) The person is not the master of his last mind. Practically and logically, is good death is 
possible only if one has lived well, for, according to the fortunate expression of the Buddha, “the tree 
falls to the side in which it was leaning” (see above, p. 1082-1083F and notes). 

3) According to orthodox opinion, every volitional past action entails a retribution. Therefore 
the last mind in no way prevents the other mind-actions from bearing their fruit: in some circumstances, 
however, it can be rewarded before the others. In regard to the order in which actions are rewarded, we 
are reduced to hypotheses. A stanza by the sthavira Rahula cited by the Kosabhasya, p. 477,1. 20-21, and 
commented on in Kosavyakhya, p. 719, presents it as follows: 

Yad gum yac casannam yac cdbyastam krtam ca yat / 

purvam purvam purvam vipacyate karmasamsdre // 

In other words, the following are rewarded in order: the grave (gum) action; in its absence, the 
recent (asanna) action that perfumes the dying mind; in its absence, the habitual (abhyasta) action; 
lacking the preceding ones, an action from an earlier life ( purvakrtam) the efficacy of which has been 
delayed by those of more serious actions. 

This present note is especially inspired by the works of L de La Vallee Poussin on the last mind: 
see Death in HERE, IV, p. 448-449; Notes bouddhiques. Bull. Cl. Lett. Acad. Roy. De Belgique, 1925, 
p. 18-20; Morale bouddhique, 1927, p. 

55, 181,233. 

On “One Mind” in Amidism, see P. Demieville, Les versions chinoises du Milindapanha, 
BEFEO, 1924, p. 166, 231-246. 

633 See Kosa, II, p. 133. 

^ 3 ^ The Buddha declared that the retribution of actions is incomprehensible and forbids trying to 
understand it: Kammavipdko bhikkhave acinteyyo na cintetabbo yam cintento ummddassa vighdtassa 
bhdgfassa (Anguttara, II, p. 80). 
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III. THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE DHYANAS, ETC. 


The power of the knowledge of defilement, purification and the types of trances, liberations, concentrations 
and absorptions (dhyanavimoksasamddhisamdpattmdm samkleso vyvadanam vyavasthdnam). 

By trance ( dhydna ) is meant the four dhydnas. 

The Buddha knows these dharmas auxiliary to the Path: he knows their name ( ndman ) and their 
characteristics ( laksana ), their order and their practice; he knows if they are impure (sdsrava) or pure 
(i andsrava ), in the course of being practiced ( siksita ) or already practiced ( asiksita ), purified ( vyavaddta ) or 
defiled ( samklista ), with flavor ( sarasa ) or without flavor ( arasa ), profound ( gambhfra ) or superficial, and 
other distinctions of this kind. 

The eight liberations ( vimoksa ) have been explained in detail in reference to the dhydnas (above, p. 129IF). 
The dhydnas include all the meditative stabilizations of the form realm (, rupadhatu ); the liberations include 
all the absorptions ( samdpatti ) and the perfection of trance (dhydnapdramitd)P^ The vimoksas, dhydnas, 
samdpattis and samddhis are ‘concentrations’, and by concentrations is meant the non-distraction of the 
mind ( cittdviksepa ). 

[The Buddha knows their defilement] and by defilement ( samklesa ) is meant the conflicting emotions 
(klesa ) such as affection ( anunaya ), wrong view ( drsti ), pride ( mdna ), etc. 

[The Buddha knows their purification] and by purification is meant the true concentrations: those that are 
not mixed with the conflicting emotions - affection, wrong view, pride, etc. - and that are like real gold. 

[The Buddha knows] the types ( vyvasthdna ): among these concentrations, we must distinguish those where 
only one mind is functioning, those where several minds are functioning, those that are always functioning 
and those that do not always function, the concentrations into which it is difficult or easy to enter, difficult 
or easy to come out of, the concentrations that grasp the characteristics of the object separately or those that 
grasp them inclusively, the concentrations to be avoided and those not to be avoided. 

As concentrations to be avoided, we may cite for example the mind of loving-kindness ( maitrfcitta ) if one 
is full of passion, the meditation on the horrible ( asubhabhdvana ) if one is full of hate, the meditation on 
the finite and infinite ( antdnantabhdvana ) if one is stupid, the use of the knowledge and discrimination of 
dharmas if one is excited, the desire to concentrate the mind if one is depressed. But in the reverse cases, 
the cited concentrations are not to be avoided. 

Furthermore, in regard to the concentrations, time (kdla) and place ( sthdna ) must be distinguished. If the 
body is exhausted, that is not the time to practice concentration. This is what the Bodhisattva said when he 
was practicing austerities (duskaracarya): “Now I am incapable of producing a meditative stabilization.” 
Also, places where there are crowds are not desirable places to practice concentration. 


635 


The text here seems to be corrupt. 
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Furthermore, the Buddha knows the loss ( dhvamsa ) of the dhyanas, the duration (sthiti) of the dhyanas, the 
increase ( vardhana ) of the dhyanas and the dhyanas that end up in nirvana. 

Furthermore, the Buddha knows those who enter into and come out of concentration with difficulty, those 
who enter and come out of concentration easily, those who enter easily and come out with difficulty, and, 
finally, those who enter with difficulty and come out easily.636 

The Buddha knows that such and such a man should obtain such and such a dhydna. Fie knows that such 
and such a man who has lost the dhydna is enjoying the five objects of enjoyment (pahcakdmaguna ). Fie 
knows that such and such a man, having enjoyed the five objects of enjoyment, will obtain the dhydna 
anew and depending on this dhydna, he will attain arhathood. 

By means of his profound knowledge, the Buddha knows fully these dhyanas, vimoksas, samddhis and 
samdpattis, and as this knowledge is intact ( avydhata ) and invincible ( ajeya ) [in him, it is called the third 
‘power’. 


IV. THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE DEGREE OF THE MORAL FACULTIES 


The power of the knowledge of the degree of the moral faculties of beings (parapudgaldndm 
indriyapardparajhdnabalam). - The Buddha knows the beings who are of sharp faculties ( tiksnendriya ), of 
weak faculties ( mrdvindriya) or of medium faculties ( madyendriya ). The strong knowledge ( tfksnajiidna) is 
called superior (para); the weak knowledge (mrdujhdna) is called inferior (apara). [239a] 

Using this awareness of the degree of the faculties of beings, the Buddha distinguishes ( vibhanakti ) the 
beings who are of keen, medium or weak faculties: 

Such and such an individual who has such and such faculties can, in the present existence ( ihajanma ), 
obtain only the first fruit (phala ), i.e., the fruit of srotaapanna, but cannot obtain the other fruits; such and 
such another individual can obtain only the second, the third or the fourth fruit. 

Such and such an individual can obtain only the first dhyana; such and such another can obtain only the 
second, third or fourth dhyana, etc., up to the absorption of the cessation of discrimination and feeling 
(samjhdvedayitanirodhasamdpatti). 

Such and such an individual will become conditionally liberated ( samayavimukta ); such and such another 
individual will become unconditionally liberated (asamayavimnkta)^^. 


636 [ n Samyutta, III, p. 272, the Buddha distinguishes four kinds of meditators (Jhdyin ): the person who 
is skillful in staying in concentration and unskillful in coming out of concentration (samddismim 
thitikusalo na samddhismim vutthanakusalo ), etc. 

637 SeeKosa, VI, p.251-252. 
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Such and such an individual can obtain the first rank ( agratd) among the sravakas; such and such another 
can obtain the first rank among the pratyekabuddhas; such and such another, completely fulfilling the six 
perfections ( pdramitd), can obtain supreme perfect enlightenment ( anuttara samyaksambodhi). 

Knowing all this, the Buddha also knows those who pass to the other shore ( paraga ) if [the Dharma] is 
preached to them in brief (, samksepena ), fully ( vistarena ), or in brief and fully at the same time. He knows 
which beings are to be instructed by means of gentle words ( slaksnavacana ), which by means of rough 
words ( parusavacana ), or which by means of both gentle and rough words. 

Such and such an individual who already possesses the other faculties ( indriya ) should act so as to increase 
further his faculty of faith ( sraddhendriya ); such and such another should act so as to produce the faculties 
of exertion ( virya ), mindfulness ( smrti ), concentration (samadhi) and wisdom ( prajnd). 

By using his faculty of faith (sraddhendriya), such and such an individual enters into certitude [of the 
acquisition] of the supreme good ( samyaktvaniydmam avakramati); such and such another individual, by 
using the faculty of wisdom ( prajhendriya ), enters into the certitude [of the acquisition] of the supreme 
good. 

These people, of keen faculties ( tfksnendriya ), are hindered by the fetters ( samyojana ): for example Yang- 
k’iun-li-mo-lo (Angulimala), 63 8 etc. Certain others, of keen faculties, are not hindered by the fetters, for 
example Chd-li-fou (Sariputra), Mou-lien Maudgalayana), etc. 


638 Angulimala, son of the brahmin Bhaggava, chaplain of king Pasenadi of Kosala, studied at the 
university of Takkasila and soon became the favorite of his teacher. But the latter suspected him of 
having failed to respect his wife and demanded fees of a very special kind from his disciple: a thousand 
fingers cut from the right hand of a human. To acquit himself of his debt, the young man lay in ambush 
in the JalinI forest at Kosala, killed all those who tried to cross through it, cut off a finger from each 
corpse and from the cut fingers he made a garland which he wore around his neck. Hence the nickname 
Angulimala, meaning ‘Finger Garland’. 

In order to complete the number of a thousand demanded by his teacher, there remained only 
one more finger to be cut. And so, when his mother came to warn him that he was being hunted by the 
king, Angulimala prepared to kill her. But the Buddha, foreseeing his destiny, came in person towards 
him, prevented him from committing this last crime and, having won him over, admitted him into the 
Order according to the swiftest procedure. Subsequently Angulimala showed himself to be an exemplary 
monk. 

Quite a body of literature has grown up around Angulimala, but the main source remains the 
Ahgulimalasutta in Majjhima, p. 97-105, translated many times into Chinese: Tsa a han, T 99, no. 1077, 
k. 38, p. 280cl8-281c2; Pie yi tse a han, T 100, no. 16, k.l, p. 378bl7-379a22; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 
31, p. 719b20-722c22; three separate versions (T 118-120) of which the oldest, entitled Yang kiue mo 
king, is by Dharmaraksa. 
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The Buddha knows the individuals of weak faculties ( mrdvindriya ) but who are not hindered [by the 
fetters], for example Tcheou-li-pan-t’o-k’ie (Cudapanthaka). 639 But there are people of weak faculties who 
are hindered by the fetters. 


Angulimala occupies an important place in the Pali commentaries: Comm, on Majjhima, III, p. 
328-344; on Dhammapada, III, p. 169-170 (tr. Burlingame, III, p. 6-14); of the Theragatha, (tr. Rhys 
Davids, Brethren , p. 318-325); of the Jatakas, V, p. 456 seq. 

In the neighborhood of Sravastl, a stupa marked the place where Angulimala was converted. 
This monument was mentioned by the Chinese pilgrims Fa hien (T 2085, p. 860b 11) and Hiuan-tsang 
(T2087, k. 6, p. 899al9). 

639 He recognizes his own stupidity in the Anavataptagatha (ed. Bechert, p. 163-166; transl. Hofinger, 
p. 249-250); Fo wou poi tseu, T 199, p. 197cl6-198a3; Mulasarv. Vinaya, T 1448, k. 17, p. 85b21-cl2). 
His last life and his earlier existences are told in full in the Cudapanthakavadana in the Mulasarv. Vinaya 
(Dlvyavadana, p. 483-515; T 1442, k. 31-32, p. 794c26-803c21), a northern source in which H. Bechert 
(l.c.) has revealed a borrowing from the golden legend of the Jains. 

Mahapanthaka and Cudapanthaka were born from the union of a wealthy young girl in Rajagrha 
and a slave. They were born at the side of a great highway which is why they were named Great Path and 
Lesser Path respectively. Raised by their grandparents, they embraced the Buddhist faith. Mahapanthaka 
was the first to become a monastic and, shortly thereafter, welcomed his brother into the Order. 

Entrusted with his religious instruction, he gave him a very simple stanza to learn by heart: Papain na 
kuryan manasd na vdcd, etc., but Cudapanthaka was so dim-witted ( dusprajhd) that at the end of three 
months, he had not yet succeeded in memorizing it. Then he passed into the service of the sadvargrya 
monks, which did not make him any smarter. At the instigation of the latter, he requested a subject of 
study ( svddhydyanikd) from this elder brother, but Mahapanthaka, judging that he would be cured only 
by scorn, grabbed him by the neck and threw him out of the monastery, Weeping, Cudapanthaka went to 
the Buddha and confided the reason for his tears: “I am neither a monk nor a lay-man; I am a great idiot 
(paramacuda ), a great fool {paramadhandha)P The Buddha replied: “There is no fool but the one who 
thinks he is smart” (cf. Udanavarga, XXV, v. 22), gave him two lines to meditate on ”1 remove the dust, 

I remove the dirt” ( rajo hardmi malam harami) and sent him to clean the monks’ shoes ( upandhdn 
poncchitum), an important detail which the Traite will mention below (k. 28, p. 268a6-7). 

While he was busy with this simple task, Cudapanthaka discovered the mystery: To remove the 
dust is to suppress desire ( rdga ), hatred ( dvesa ) and ignorance ( moha ). At once, all his passions were cut 
through and he attained arhathood. 

To test his new qualities, the Buddha appointed him instructor ( avavddaka ) of the nuns. Those 
who thought him to be a fool were expecting the worst, but the new arhat accomplished such feats of 
magic and preached the Dharma with such eloquence that they were forced to change their minds. Swept 
along by his zeal, he kept his listeners until late in the night, a violation which the Buddha condemned by 
proclaiming the 22 nd pdcittiya (see Pali Vinaya, IV, p. 54-55; Dharmaguptaka Vin. T 1428, k. 12, p. 
647b9-648al7; Sarv. Vin., T 1435, k. 11, p. 80b2-81al 1). 
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The Buddha knows the people whose [passions] have been destroyed by seeing the truths 
(satyadarsanahma) and whose faculties are weak, the people whose [passions] have been destroyed by 
meditation ( bhavanahma ) whose faculties are keen, the people whose passions have been destroyed by 
meditation and whose faculties are keen, the people whose passions have been destroyed by meditation and 
whose faculties are weak, and finally, the people whose passions have been destroyed by seeing the truths 
and whose faculties are keen. 

In such people, all the faculties ( indriya ) are equally weak ( mrdu ) or equally keen ( tiksna ); in others all the 
faculties are neither equally weak nor equally keen. 

A given person is of great strength as a result of previous causes ( purvahetu ); another person is of great 
strength as a result of present conditions. 

A given person, while searching for bondage ( bandhana ), finds liberation ( mukti ); another person while 
searching for liberation, finds bondage. Thus, Angulimala, who wanted to kill his mother and torment the 
Buddha, found liberation, whereas a bhiksu who had obtained the four dhydnas and developed pride 
(abhimana) because of that, fell into hell.640 

Finally, the Buddha knows that such and such an individual will fall into the bad destinies ( durgati ), that a 
second individual will come out only with difficulty, that a fourth will come out easily, that a fifth will 
come out quickly and that a sixth will come out after a long time. 


The Avadana also mentions an episode concerning the future arhat. The day that Cudapanthaka 
became a monk, the famous physician Jlvaka invited the Buddha and the Samgha except for 
Cudapanthaka whom he deemed to be too stupid. The Buddha accepted the invitation, but noticing that 
the Samgha was not complete, he refused to partake of the meal. Jlvaka sent someone to look for 
Cudapanthaka in the monastery, but the latter created thirteen hundred Active monks exactly like himself 
magically and by this trick made himself invisible. A formal order by the Buddha was necessary for him 
to consent finally to come to JTvaka’s house. 

Since Cudapanthaka had created Active monks to confuse Jlvaka and since he had also 
triumphed over the distrust of the monks, the Buddha proclaimed him the foremost among those who 
create spiritual shapes and change minds (see also Anguttara, I, p. 24; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 3, p. 
558al5-17; T 126, p. 831b29). 

Besides the Cudapanthakavadana, which has just been summarized here, we should also 
mention the Mahakarmavibhanga (p. 43) which briefly tells the story of the arhat, and especially the 
Vibhasa (T 1545, k. 180, p. 902) which analyzes the story precisely and in detail. 

The Pali sources are in agreement with the northern sources, at least in regard to the last lifetime 
of Cudapanthaka. Among the main texts, we may mention the Theragatha, v. 557-566; the Apadana, I, p. 
58; the commentaries of the Jatakas, I, p. 114-20, of the Anguttara, I, p. 209-220, and aboive all of the 
Dhammapda, I, p. 239-255 (transl. Burlingame, I, p. 299-310). 

640 See above (p. 1052-1053F) the story of the bhiksu who confused dhyana and fruits of the Path and 
fell into the Avici hell. 
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The Buddha knows fully and completely ( prajanati ) all these various degrees of the faculties of beings and 
since this knowledge is intact ( avydhata ) [in him] and invincible ( ajeya ), it is called the fourth ‘power’. 


V. THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE ASPIRATIONS OF BEINGS 


The power of knowledge of the various aspirations of beings ( nanadhimuktijnanabala ). - 
By aspiration ( adhimukti ) is meant trusting joy (prasdda ), inclinations ( ruci ). 

[Beings] love the five objects of enjoyment ( pancakamaguna ), as did Souen-t’o-lo-nen-t’o 
(S aundarananda) .641 

They love fame (yasas), as did T’i-p ’o-tci (Devadatta).642 

They love worldly goods ( lokadlmna ), as did Siu-mi (var. na)-tch ’a to-lo (Sunaksetra).643 
They love the life of a monk ( pravrajya), as did Ye-cho (Yasas). 644 
[239b]They love faith (sraddhd), as did Po-kia-li (Vakkhali).645 


641 Nanda surnamed Nanda the Handsome, ordained as the result of a trick and who mourned for his 
young wife. See p. 118F, 226F, 286F. 

642 Seep. 868-878F. 

643 Sunaksetra, a Licchavi of Vaisall. who entered into the Order and for a time was the Buddha’s 
assistant ( upasthdyaka ), but who later became attached to the bad teachers, Khorakkhattiya, 
Kandaramasaka and Patiputta. According to the Traite (k. 100, p.755al2-14), he had been a disciple of 
the Buddha out of greed. 

644 Later the Traite (k. 49, p. 41 lb20-22) summarizes his story in a few words: “Yasas, son of a 
sresthin [of Benares], having seen in the middle of the night that all the courtesans resembled corpses, 
left his precious sandals ( manipddukd) worth a hundred thousand kdrsdpanas on the bank of a river and, 
crossing it by means of a ford, went to find the Buddha.” The following is known: Yasas, also known as 
Yasoda, taught by the Buddha, attained arhathood and entered into the Order while his aged parents 
entered into the lay community. Cf. Catusparisad, p. 172-202; MCilasarv. Vinaya, T 1450, k. 6, p. 128c- 
129b; Pali Vinaya, I, p. 15-18; MaMsasaka Vin., T 1421, k. 15, p. 105; Dharmaguptaka Vin., T 1428, k. 
32, p. 789b-790a; Mahavastu, III, p. 402-413; Nidanakatha, p. 82; Comm, on Dhammapada, I, p. 87; Yin 
kouo king, T 189, k. 4, p. 645; Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, k.35, p. 815-824; Tchong hiu mo ho ti king, T 
191, k. 8, p. 954c-955a; Fo so hing tsai, T 192, k. 4, p. 30c (cf. E. H. Johnston, Buddha’s Mission and 
Last Journey, Acta Orientalia, XV, 1937, p. 12; Tchong pen k’l king,T 196, k. 1, p. 149a-b; Tchou yao 
king, T 212, k. 29, p. 769a-b). 

645 According to the Mulasarv. Vinaya (T 1448, k. 4, p. 15bll-c3; Divyavadana, p. 49), Vakkhali, 
whose name means ‘Clothed in bark’, was a rsi dwelling on Mount Musalaka, not far from Surparaka in 
Aparanta. Having seen the Buddha from the top of this mountain, he felt great admiration for him and 
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They love the rules ( siksa), as did Lo-heou-lo (Rahula), etc. 


They love generosity ( dana ) as did Che-po-lo (Saivala),646 [a note in red says that he was the son of Kun¬ 
ion (Amrta, aunt of the Buddha].647 


felt strongly drawn to him and, so as to join him more quickly, he threw himself into the void. The 
Buddha caught him by his magical power, taught him the Dharma and ordained him by the quick 
method. He declared Vakkhali to be the foremost of those who feel faith toward him ( agro me 
sraddhadhimuktanam). 

The same episode is told in the Pali sources (Apadana, II, p. 467, v. 26-33; Comm on Anguttara, 
I, p. 248-251; Comm, on Dahammapada, IV, p. 119), but these make Vakkhali to be a brahmin native of 
SravastI who, long after his ordination, threw himself from the top of Grdhrakutaparvata in despair of 
being deprived of seeing the Buddha. The latter, wearied by the constant attendance of his disciple, had 
momentarily gone away from him saying: “It is enough for you, O Vakkhali, to contemplate my rotting 
body: he who sees the Dharma sees me, and he who sees me sees the Dharma.” 

Vakkhali having fallen gravely ill, the Buddha consented to visit him. Vakkhali confided to the 
Master that he had no twinges of conscience and that his only regret was the lack of enough strength to 
go himself to the Buddha. Beyond that, he was deeply convinced of the impermanent nature, painful and 
ever-changing, of the five aggregates of existence. 

After the Buddha’s visit, Vakkhali had himself carried in a litter to the Black Rock on Mount 
Rsigiri. The next day at dawn, he “took the knife” ( sattham dharesi) and killed himself. The Buddha 
revealed to the monks that Vakkhali had entered nirvana. 

Vakkhali’s suicide is told in the canonical sources: Samyutta, III, p. 119-124; Tsa a han, T 99, 
no. 1265, k. 346b7-347bl3;Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 19, p. 642b29-643a22. 

646 Saivala, Sivali in Pali, was proclaimed by the Buddha (Anguttara, I, p. 24) to be the foremost of 
those who receive ( aggam labhinam ) and his generosity equaled his wealth. In the Anavataptagatha (ed. 
Bechert, p. 142), he explains the ‘fabric’ of his actions: 

Abhdvam jyesthaputro ‘ham Krkirajho yasvinah / 
prathamam ca mayd chattram jinastdpam pratistham // 
tat karma kusalam h-tvd yatra yatropapannavdn / 
devabhuto manusyad ca kurtapunyo virocitah // 
bhavdmy ddhyo mahdbhdgas tdsu tasupattisu / 
mahdddnapatis cdham bhavami dhanadhdnyavdn // 

Transl. -1 was the eldest son of the glorious king Krkin (of Benares), and the first parasol was 
planted by me on the stupa of the Victorious (Kasyapa). 

Having done this good deed, everywhere that I was bom, as god or as man, I gained merit and I 
was famous. 

I was rich, opulent in all these existences. I was a great master of generosity, loaded with wealth 

and rice. 

647 s ee above, p. 227F, where it is said that Amrta, daughter of Samhahanu and sister of 
Suddhoddhana, had a son named Chep ’o lo (Saivala, and not Danapala as I [Lamotte] have erroneously 
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They love the strict observances ( dhuta ) and solitude ( viveka ), as did Mo-ho-kia-cho (Mahakasyapa). 

They love solitary meditation ( pratisamlayana ), as did Li-po-to (Revata).648 
They love wisdom ( prajna), as did Cho-Ii-fou (Sariputra). 

They love learning ( bahusrautya ), as did A-na« (Ananda). 

They love to understand the discipline (vinaya), as did Yeou-p ’o-li (Upali), etc. 

All these disciples of the Buddha each had their preferences, and the worldly people ( prthagjana ), they too, 
each have their own tastes: some are pleased with desire ( rdga ), others with hatred ( dvesa ). 

Furthermore, the Buddha knows those who abound in lust ( rdgabahula ), those who abound in hatred 
( dvesabahula ) and those who abound in ignorance ( mohabahula ). 

Question. -What are the characteristics ( laksana ) of those who abound respectively in lust, hatred or 
ignorance? 

Answer. - Here it is necessary to cite fully the characteristics of the threefold poison ( trivisa ) described in 
the Tch’an king (Dhyanasutra). Knowing these characteristics, the Buddha corrects especially lustful 
people by means of a sermon (pcuydya ) on the horrors of the body ( asubha ); he corrects those who are 
especially hateful by means of a sermon on the mind of loving-kindness ( maitncitta ); and he corrects those 
who are especially stupid by means of a sermon on dependent origination (pratftyasamutpdda ). 

In this way, he preaches the Dharma according to the aspirations ( adhimukti ) of beings. If these aspirations 
are good ( kusala ), he preaches in accordance with the minds of the beings, like a boat going along with the 
current (naur anusrotogdmini)-, if these aspirations are bad ( akusala ), he addresses them with rough words 


restored it). For the geneology of the Buddha, see the notes above, p. 226-227F, and A. Bareau, La 
legende de la jeunesse du Budha dans les Vinayapitaka anciens, Oriens Extremus, IX, 1962, p. 8-11. 

According to the Pali sources (Udana, p. 15-18; Comm, on Anguttara, I, p. 243-248, of 
Dahammapada, IV, p. 192-194, tr. Rhys Davids, Brethren, p.60-62, and Jataka, I, p. 407-409), STvali was 
the son of Suppavasa, princess of the Koliyas, who carried him in her womb for seven years. At his birth, 
the baby was able to speak. Sariputta spoke with him and, with the approval of his mother, proceeded to 
ordain him. During the ceremony of his tonsure at each snip of the scissors, the child attained a new fruit 
of the religious life, becoming successively srotaapanna, sakrdagamin, anagamin and finally arhat. 

648 Revata surnamed Khadiravaniya “Of the acacia forest”. He was the youngest brother of Sariputra, 
and the Buddha proclaimed him to be the foremost of those who live in the forests ( aggam 
drannikdnam): cf. Anguttara, I, p. 24. His taste for retreat was well known. A lay disciple named Atula, 
accompanied by five hundred upasakas, visited him one day in hopes of receiving his teachings. Revata 
who was enjoying meditation like a solitary lion (patisalldnardmo siho viya ekacdro) did not gratify 
their wishes with even a single word (Comm, on Dhammapada, III, p. 326). 
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(parusavacana) according to the method of driving out a peg by means of a counter-peg 
(dnipratydnmirhdrayogena ).649 


649 An expression recorded in the Mahavyutpatti (ed. Sakaki, no. 6865; ed. Wogihara, chap. 245, no. 
460). The meaning presents no problem. It results from a passage in Majjhima, I, p. 119: Seyyathdpi 
bhikkhave dakkho palagando vd palagandantevdsi vd sukhumayaaniya olarikam dnlm abhimhaneyya 
abhimhareyya abhinivarajjeyya... “Jut as, O monks, a skillful carpenter or his apprentice, by means of a 
small peg, is able to take out, drive out, tear out, a big peg... .” 

But the corresponding passage in Madhyamagama (T 26, k. 25, p. 588a 14-15) is completely 
different: “Just as a master carpenter or his apprentice, taking a line ( kdlasutra ), places it on a piece of 
wood, then with a sharp axe, hacks along it and smoothes it out to make it straight.” 

Chinese scholars have always rendered the expression dnipratydnmirhdrayogena by means of 
the characters jou yi sie tch ’ou sie fang pien “a way of taking out a wedge by means of a wedge”. This is 
the phrase used by Bodhisuci (T 675, k. 3, p. 679a8), by Paramartha (T 1593, k. 3, p. 127a29; T 1595, k. 
11, p. 235b6), by Dharmagupta (T 1596, k. 8, p. 305c6) and by Hiuan-tsang (T 676, k. 3, p. 702bll;T 
1594, k. 3, p. 146cl8; T 1597, k. 8, p. 361c27-28; T 1598, k. 8, p. 427bl0-ll). 

On the other hand, the Tibetan translations present difficulties: here are some differences: 

Mahavyut., ed. Sakaki, no. 6865: khye hus khye hu hbyun bahl tshul du. 

Transl of the Samdhinirmocana ed. in Explication des Mysteres, 1935, p. 115,1. 28-30: khye hus 
khye hu dbyun tshul du. 

Transl of the Mahayanasamgraha ed. in Somme du Grand Vehicule. I, 1938, p. 70,1. 26-27: khe 
hus khye hu dbyun bahl tshul du, with the variant khyi hus khyi hu sbyun hahi tshul du. 

But khye hu means a boy and khyi hu a little dog, which would give the expression an 
unsatisfying meaning: “As one drives out a boy by means of a boy” or “As one drives out little dog by 
means of a little dog”. See Tibetan-English Dictionary, S. C. Das, p. 160, v. khihuhi-khyihu. 

My [Lamotte] respected colleague, Walter Simon, has examined the question and proposes to 
correct khye hu by ke hu, “wedge”, a word mentioned in the Manual of Colloquial Tibetan by Sir Charles 
Bell, 1905, p. 438. The phrase would then mean: “As one drives out a peg by means of a peg”, in perfect 
agreement with the original Sanskrit and the Chinese translation. 

Consulted in turn by W. Simon, Prof. J. Brough comes to the following conclusion: [In English] 
As an alternative for consideration, I would like to suggest that khye hu might be the correct reading, but 
that the word is used as a technical term in ‘carpenter’s language’ for ‘peg’ or ‘pin’. The semantic 
situation would then be similar to that of English ‘male screw’. 

Information gathered in the Tibetan culture would confirm Prof. Simon’s conjecture. In a letter 
dated July 3, 1967, P. Denwood writes from Kathmandu: [In English] “I have been asking my Tibetan 
friends about your ke hu. Both Tashi and Pasang Khambache know the word. Tashi knows it as a piece 
of ‘carpenter’s language’, Pasang as a word in Sherpa language, and both agree that it means a wedge of 
hard wood or metal used for splitting wood. First an axe cut is made, then the wedge driven in with a 
hammer. A wedge for holding open a door or other static use is known to all Tibetans I have asked as 
‘tsab’ This word is given as rtsabs on pg. 957 of Lama Dawa Ssamdup Kazi’s English-Tibetan 
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These aspirations are fully and completely known ( prajanati ) by the Buddha and as this knowledge is intact 
(i avyahata ) and invincible ( ajeya ) [in him], it is called the fifth ‘power’. 


VI. THE KNOWLEDGE OF ACQUIRED DISPOSITIONS 


The power of the knowledge of acquired dispositions ( dhatujnanabala ). The Buddha knows the world with 
its many varied acquired dispositions ( ndnddhdtukam lokam anekadhatukam prajanati). 

By acquired disposition ( dhdtu ) is meant an accumulated habitual pattern (dcitavdsand). The characteristics 
{laksana) arise from the dhdtu. The aspiration {adhimukti) functions in accordance with the dhdtu. 
Sometimes the dhdtu results from the adhimukti. Habitual patterns ( vdsand) and aspirations ( adhimukti ) 
realize the dhdtu. Dhdtu is the lofty resolution ( adhydsaya ), adhimukti arises as a result of the conditions 
(pratityasamutpanna). These are the differences between adhimukti and dhdtu .650 

The Buddha knows “the world with its many various acquired dispositions”; indeed, each being has many 
dispositions, infinite ( apramdna ) and incalculable ( asamkhyeya ) dispositions. This is what is called the 
many dispositions of the world. 

There are two kinds of world ( loka ): the world as universe ( lokadhdtu ) and the world of beings 
(sattvadhdtu). Here it is a question of the world of beings only. 

The Buddha knows that beings have such and such acquired dispositions {dhdtu), such and such aspirations 
{adhimukti) and that they come from such and such a place {sthdna). He knows the beings endowed with 
good roots {kusalamula) or bad roots {akusalamula), those who are able to be converted {vaineya) or 
incapable of being converted {avaineya), determinate {niyata) or indeterminate {aniyata), destined or not 


Dictionary which also has ka-ru and skyeg-bu for ‘wedge’. Tashi pronounces ‘kiu’ (unaspirated) and 
Pasang “khiu” (aspirated). Other Tibetans have not heard the word. The shape seems to be normal 
wedge-shape.” 

This digression may perhaps be of some use to many readers of Buddhist-Hybrid Dictionary by 
Edgerton where the innocent phrase dmpratydnmirhdrayogena which appears on p. 91 is interpreted as 
‘by homosexual procedure’. 

6^0 Kosavyakhya, p. 385: Purvajanmasu gunadosavidydsilpakarmdbhydsebhyo yd vdsana tds khale iha 
dhdtavo visesena boddhavydh: “Here in particular, by dhdtu we should understand the traces resulting 
from the qualities, faults, sciences and arts, actions and habitual patterns in the course of previous 
rebirths.” 

Dhdtu should be interpreted in the same way in the canonical passage (Samyutta, II, p. 154, 
157): Dhdtuso sattd samsandanti samenti: “It is because of their acquired dispositions that beings come 
together, marry.” The hvnadhimuktikas join with the hmddhimuktikas , the kalyanadhimuktikas with the 
kalydnddhimuktikas. 

There is a slight difference between adhimukti, dhdtu and dsaya, as the Traite says here. 
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destined; he knows in what practices they are engaged, in what places they are born, in what lands they are 
to be found. 

Furthermore, the Buddha knows the various dispositions particular to beings. According to the place where 
they are led, they have such and such inclinations, such and such evaluations, such and such high 
resolutions, such and such actions, such and such conduct, such and such emotions, such and such 
knowledge of life, determination, attitude, ways of seeing, ways of thinking; they do or do not acquire such 
and such fetters ( samyojana ). 

Among them, attachment rules aspiration, aspiration rules defiled mind (variant: profound), defiled mind 
rules direction, direction rules evaluation, [239c] evaluation rules inquiry (vitarka), inquiry rules judgment 
(yicdra ), inquiry and judgment rule speech (bhasa), 651 speech rules mindfulness, mindfulness rules 
activity, activity rules action and action rules retribution. 

Furthermore, using this power of knowledge of the various acquired dispositions, the Buddha knows the 
beings capable or incapable of being converted, the beings to be converted in the present existence or in a 
future existence, the beings to be converted at this very moment or at another time, the beings to be 
converted publicly or without being seen, the beings to be converted by the Buddha, by a sravaka or by 
both together, the beings to be necessarily converted or not, the beings to be converted by a short discourse, 
by a developed discourse or by a discourse first shortened and then developed, the beings to be converted 
by praise or by blows, the beings to be converted by seeing them frequently or by leaving them alone, the 
beings to be converted by a subtle teaching or by an obvious teaching, the beings to be converted by 
suffering, by gentleness, or by both suffering and gentleness. 

The Buddha knows those who have wrong views ( mithyadrsti) and those who have right views 
(samyagdrsti), those who are attached to the past ( atita ) or the future ( andgata ), attached to nihilism 
(u cchedd) or eternalism ( sdsvata ), attached to the view of existence (, bhavadrsti ) or the view of non¬ 
existence ( vibhyavadrsti ), wanting to be reborn or disgusted with rebirth, seeking happiness in wealth and 
fame or attached to dull wrong views. 

The Buddha knows those who profess the non-existence of causes and conditions; those who profess wrong 
causes and conditions or right causes and conditions; those who profess non-action, bad action or right 
action; those who advocate non-seeking, wrong seeking or right seeking; those who esteem the self, the 
five objects of enjoyment, gain, drink and food, joking; those who like crowds, company ( samsarga ) or 
solitude ( parivarjana ), those who indulge especially in pleasures ( rdgacaritra ) or those who indulge 
especially in wrong views ( drsticarita ); those who love faith or those who love wisdom; those who should 
be kept or those who should be left behind; those who esteem discipline (sila), concentration ( samadhi ) or 
wisdom ( prajna ); those who understand easily or those who understand with difficulty by means of 
explanations; those whom it is enough to guide and those to whom it must be explained word by word; 
those who are of keen faculties ( tiksnendriya ), of weak faculties ( mrdvindriya ) or of medium faculties 


651 According to the principle Vitarkya vicatya vacant bhasate navitarkya navicatya. Cf. Majjhima, I p. 
301; Samyutta, IV, p. 293. 
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(; madhyendriya ); those who are easy to pull out or tear out and those who are difficult to pull out or tear out; 
those who are afraid of wrong-doing and those who have heavy faults; those who fear samsara and those 
who do not fear samsara; those who abound in desire ( rdga ), in hatred ( dvesa ) or in ignorance ( moha ); 
those who abound in both desire and hatred, or in desire, hatred and ignorance; those whose emotions are 
slight and those whose emotions are heavy; those who have few afflictions {mala) and those who have 
many; those who have a clouded wisdom, a shallow wisdom or vast wisdom. 

The Buddha knows the people who understand well the five aggregates ( skandha ), the twelve bases of 
consciousness (dyatana), the eighteen elements ( dhdtu), the twelve-membered dependent origination 
( dvadasangapratityasmautpada ), the things that are possible (sthdna) and the things that are impossible 
(asthdna), suffering ( duhkha ), its origin ( samudaya ), its cessation (; nirodha ) and the path to its cessation 
(. mdrga ); who understand well how to enter [240a] into meditative stabilization ( samddhipravesa), come 
out of it ( vyutthdna ) or remain in it ( sthiti ). 

Furthermore, the Buddha knows the beings belonging to the desire realm (, kamadhatu ), the form realm 
( rupadhatu ) or the formless realm (drupyadhatu ); the beings [in the realms of the] damned (naraka), 
animals ( tiiyagyoni ), hungry ghosts, humans {manusya) or gods ( deva ): born from eggs ( andaja ), from the 
womb (jardyuja ), from moisture {samsvedaja) or of apparitional birth (; upapaduka ); with form (rupiri) or 
formless ( arupin ); aware {samjnika) or unaware (, samjnika ); of short life ( alpdyusa ) or of long life 
( dirghdyusa ); simple ordinary people ( prthagjana ) who have not yet destroyed desire ( avftardga ) or 
ordinary people who have destroyed the desire of the lower levels ( avarabhumi ) but have not yet destroyed 
the desire of the dhydnas. The Buddha knows all these beings up to and including the beings who are 
neither discriminating nor non-discriminating (naivasamjndndsamjna), the holy candidates [for the fruits] 
of the path (mdrgaphalapratipannaka) or in possession of the fruits of the path ( phalaprajnd), the 
pratyekabuddhas or the buddhas at unhindered liberation and various other categories of this type: the five 
destinies ( gad ), the four modes of birth (yoni), the three categories (rail),65“the designations (prajnapti), 
the obstacles (avatana ), the aggregates {skandha), the bases of consciousness (dyatana), the elements 
{dhdtu), the roots of good (kusalamula), the roots of bad (, akusalamula ), the fetters (samyojana), the levels 
(bhumi), actions (karman), the fruits (phala), the beings capable of being converted {vaineya) or incapable 
of being converted, the knowledge of the destruction of suffering (nirodhajndna), etc. 

These are all the distinctions that “the Buddha knows the world with its many and varied acquired 
dispositions” and its deliverance is without obstacle. The Buddha knows completely and fully these many 
diverse dispositions and, since this knowledge is intact {avydhata) and invincible {ajeya) [in him], it is 
called the’ sixth power’. 


65- The category predestined for salvation (samyakvaniyatardsi), the category predestined to bad 
rebirths ( mithydniyatardsi ), the category foreign to the two previous ones (aniyatardsi): see Digha, III, p. 
217; Dhammasangam, p. 186; Kosa, III, p. 137. 
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VII. THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE WAY LEADING TO THE VARIOUS 
DESTINIES 


The power of the knowledge of the way leading to the various destinies 
(, sarvatragamimpratipajnanabala)653 

1) Some say that action ( karinan ) is this way (pmtipad ). Why? It is because of action that one circulates 
through the destinies (pancagati). If action exists, there is the possibility of destroying it and putting an end 
to it. This ending consists of the three elements of the noble Path (dryamdrga)^-’^ and pure intention 
(andsravacetand). This is why actions are the way leading to the various destinies. 

2) Others say that it is the concentration of five members and five knowledges. [A note in red says that this 
is pure concentration (anasravasamadhi) and the five factors of trance ( dhydndhga ).] In all cases, it realizes 
profitable things ( upakara ). 

3) Others say that the fourth dhydna is the way in question. Why? The fourth dhydna is the culmination of 
all the concentrations; as is said in the sutras, the good minds ( kusalacitta ), concentrated ( samahita ), free of 
distraction ( aviksipta ), collected ( samgrhita ), all enter into the fourth dhydnaP-’-’ 

4) Others say that mindfulness of the body ( kdyasmrtyupasthdna) is the way leading to the various destinies 
(sarvatragdmim pratipad), for it is the origin (mulct) of the benefits ( upakara ) resulting from the Path. 


653 prappad, ‘way’, should be understood as the cause determining the five destinies (naraka, 
tiiyagoni, preta, manusya, deva-gati) and nirvana: cf. Vibhanga, p. 339. 1. 8-10. We may note, with 
Kosa, VII, p. 70, that pratipad is the cause of the destinies but not of nirodha. 

654 Sfla, samadhi and prajna. 

6^5 Entry into the dhyanas is the natural culmination of a state of mental concentration. Sakyamuni had 
this experience on the night of his awakening: Vin., Ill, p. 4; Majjhima, I, p. 21, 117, 186, 242-243; III, 
p. 85-87; Samyutta, IV, p. 125; V, p. 68, 76, 331, 332; Anguttara, I, p. 148, 282; II, p. 14; Itivuttaka, p. 
119-120: Araddham kho parta me viriyam ahosi asallmam, upatthitd sati asammuttha, passaddho kayo 
asdraddho, samdhitam cittam ekaggam. So kho aham... pathamam... dutiyam... tatiyam... catuttham 
jhdnam upasampajja vihdsim: “There opened within me an energy without laziness; present, an unfailing 
mindfulness; my body was relaxed and impassive; my mind, concentrated and one-pointed. This is how I 
attained and remained in the first... second.. .third... fourth dhydna.” 

The fourth dhyana is the best way to nirvana. According to the canonical scriptures (DIgha, III, 
p. 106, 228; Anguttara, II, p. 149-152;V, p. 63) there are four ways: i) the difficult way for slow 
intellects (pratipad duhkhd dhandhdbhijnd), ii) the difficult way for quick intellects (pratipad duhkha 
ksiprdbhijna), Hi) the easy way for slow intellects (pratipad sukhd dhandhdbhijnd), iv) the easy way for 
quick intellects (pratipadsukhd ksiprdbhijna). And the Kosabhasya, p. 382, explains: Caturdhydnesu 
mdrgah pratipad ahgaparigrahasamathavipasyandsamatdbhydm ayatnavdhitvdt : “The path followed in 
the dhyanas is the easy path for it proceeds effortlessly, being furnished with the factors [of the dhyanas ] 
and having a complete balance of quietude and insight,.” 
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5) Others say that it is a question of all the noble paths (aryamarga ) for, by using these noble paths, one 
obtains the benefits at will ( yathestam ). 

6) Finally, there are teachers who have explained all the good paths, all the bad paths, all the noble paths, 
and for each of them, [the Buddha] knows the culmination as is said in the Mao-chon king 

(Romaharsamyasutra).656 

The Buddha knows all of this fully and completely ( prajanati ) and, since this wisdom is intact ( avydhati ) 
and invincible ( ajeya ) [in him], it is called the ‘seventh power’. 


VIII. THE KNOWLEDGE OF FORMER ABODESS 


The power of the knowledge of former abodes ( purvanivasajhanabala ). 

Former abodes^^ are of three types: i) those of which one has the awareness (abhijhd), ii ) those of which 
one has the knowledge ( vidyd), Hi) those that are the object of the power of knowledge (jhdnabala ). 

The ordinary person has only the awareness of them. The sravaka has both the awareness and the 
knowledge of them. The Buddha has the awareness, the knowledge and the power [of the knowledge] of 
them. Why is that? The ordinary person knows only through which former abodes he has passed but does 
not know what sequence of karmic causes and conditions ( kannahetupratyayabandha ) provoked them. 


656 xhe Flair-raising Sutra, understood here not as a sign of fear but as a sign of joy. This is the 
Mahdsihandda of the Majjhima, I, p. 68-83. At the end of this text, Nagasamala asks the Bhagavat how 
to name this sutra, and the Buddha gives him the title, in Sanskrit, Romaharsamyasutra, cf. 
Karmavibhangopadesa, p. 158, 1. 11), in Pali, LomahaOanapariydya (cf. Majjhima, I, p. 83,1. 25; 
Milindapanha, p. 396,1. 2) or Lomahamsanasutta (Sumangala, I, p. 179,1. 3). 

This is one of the rare cases where a FUnayana sutra itself gives its own title. On the other hand, 
the Mahayanasutras generally end by allocating two or three titles to themselves. Cf. Vimalaklrti, p. 392, 
n. 42. 

The Mahasihandda, alsias Lomahamsana, has been the object of several Chinese translations, 
the oldest of which were incomplete: Tsa a han,T 99, no. 684, k. 26, p. 186b26-187b6; Tseng yi a han, T 
125, k. 23, p. 670c2- 672b3; k. 42, p. 776bl4-777al4; k. 48, p. 811a29-812bl3; Chen mao hi chou king, 
T 757, p. 591c-600b; Sin kiai tcho li king, T 802, p. 747a-748c. 

This sutra alludes to a number of sramanas and brahmanas searching for the path of deliverance 
and purity ( suddhi ) in food (dhdra), samsara, rebirths ( upapatti), dwellings (dvdsa), sacrifice (yajha) or 
sacrifices ( agniparicdrana ). The Buddha, who has followed all these paths in the course of innumerable 
existences which he remembers, declares that they are not the true Path. 

657 may recall that former abodes ( purvanivasa ) form the object of the fifth cibhijnd (within the 
range of the ordinary person as well as the saint), of the first vidyd (reserved for the sravaka) and the 
eighth jndnabala (belonging to the Buddha). 
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This is why the ordinary person has only awareness ( abhijna) of former abodes, but does not have 
knowledge ( vidyd) of them. 

Because he knows the truth of the origin of suffering [240b] ( samudayasatya ), the sravaka knows clearly 
the sequence of causes and conditions from which the previous abodes derived. This is why the sravaka has 
the awareness ( abhijna) and the knowledge {vidyd) of them. 

If at the start, when he was still an ordinary person (prthagjana ), the sravaka had awareness of his previous 
abodes and later, having entered into the path of seeing the truths (satyadarsanamdrga), he recognized the 
causes and conditions of their origins, it is during the eighth pure mind {astamake ‘ndsravacitte ) that he 
succeeds in cutting off wrong views ( drsti ) and from then on the [simple] awareness {abhijna) [that he had 
of his previous existences] changes into knowledge {vidyd). Why? Because knowledge {vidyd) is the root of 
seeing {darsanamula). 

On the other hand, if the sravaka first obtains the noble path [of seeing the truths] and only later does the 
knowledge of former abodes arise in him, he has already recognized the power of the causes and conditions 
which are the origin [of suffering] and, from then on, the awareness ( abhijna) that he has of his former 
abodes changes into knowledge {vidyd). 

Question. - But at the beginning, when he was still the Bodhisattva, the Buddha had awareness of his earlier 
abodes, then cut off the passions inherent in the sphere of nothingness (akimcanyayatana) and finally 
entered into the noble path [of seeing the truths].658 [In these conditions], why did the Buddha say: “In the 
first watch of the night [of the enlightenment, when I was still a worldly person], I obtained the first 
knowledge {vidyd), [i.e., the knowledge of former abodes]”?659 

[According to your reasoning, the Buddha should have said that he obtained the awareness {abhijna) of 
former abodes and not their knowledge {vidyd).] 

Answer. - At that time, [during the first watch of the night of enlightenment], it was not yet a knowledge 
{vidyd). But later, when the Buddha was in public, he said: “It was at that time that I attained this 
knowledge”, and he declared to people: “This knowledge was obtained by me during the first watch.” 


658 wi) en he was seated under the Bodhi tree, Sakyamuni was still only a worldly person {prthagjana). 
He attained enlightenment in 34 moments of mind: 16 moments of the Path of seeing and 18 moments of 
the path of meditation. See above, p. 434F, 1036F; Kosa, II, p. 206; VI, p. 137, n. 3; J. May, CandrakTrti, 
p. 216-217 and notes. 

659 Majjhima, I, p. 22,1. 23-25; 248,1. 13-15; Mahavastu, II, p. 283,1. 13-14; Lalitavistara, p. 344,1. 5- 
8. Although at that very time the future Buddha was still an ordinary person, all the sources agree in 
saying that he had acquired the knowledge {vidyd) - not the awareness {abhijna) - of former abodes 

(purvanivdsa ), also called the divine eye {divyacaksus). 

On the acquisition of the three knowleges by the bodhisattva, see Majjhima, I, p. 22,1. 9-23,1. 
28; p. 117; p. 247,1. 36-249,1. 22; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 25, p. 589cl4-23; Tsaeng yi a han, T 125, k. 

23, p. 666b22-666c20; Dharmagupataka Vin., T 1428, k. 31, p. 78 lb5-cl 1; Mulasarv. Vin., T 1450, k. 5, 
p. 124a9-b7; Mahavastu, II, p. 283,1. 13-285,1. 21: Lalitavistara, p. 344,1. 5-345,1. 22. 
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He may be compared to the king who, before exerting his kingship, had fathered a son. Only later, when 
this king was exerting his kingship, people questioned him about his son and asked when he had been born. 
The king replied: ’’The king’s son was born at such and such a date.” However, at the time when his son 
had been born, the king was not yet exerting his kingship, but as now he is the king, he considers his son as 
son of the king and he affirms that ‘the king’s son’ was born at that particular date. 

It is the same for the Buddha. At the time when he knowledge of former abodes ( purvanivasajnana ) arose 
in him, it was not yet a knowledge ( vidya) but was only an awareness (, abhijna). But in the course of the 
last watch [of enlightenment], the Buddha recognized the causes and conditions of the origin [of suffering] 
and from then on this ‘awareness’ [of former abodes] changed into ‘knowledge’. And later in public, the 
Buddha declared: “During the first watch, I obtained this knowledge.” 

Question. - That is what should be understood by awareness ( abhijna) and knowledge (vidya) [of former 
abodes]. Then what is the power (bala) [consisting of awareness of these abodes]? 

By using this knowledge (vidya), for himself as well as for other people, the Buddha knows the former 
abodes occupied during innumerable and infinite generations as well as the many causes and conditions 
from which they derive. The Buddha knows this fully and completely (prajdnati ), and as this knowledge is 
intact ( avydhata ) and invincible ( ajeya )660 in him, it is called the ‘eighth power’. 

IX. THE KNOWLEDGE OF DEATH AND REBIRTH 


The power of the knowledge of death and rebirth (cyutyupapadajiianabala). Using the divine eye, the 
Buddha sees the place of deaths and rebirths of beings. 

The worldly person ( prthagjana ) using the divine eye sees, at the maximum, one universe of four directions 
(caturdvfpaka). The sravaka, at the maximum, sees about a small chiliocosm (sahasracudika lokadhatu); he 
sees it entirely from top (urdhvam) to bottom (adhas)P ^' 


660 According to the variant no. 9 in the Taisho edition, p. 240. 

661 Cf. Kosabhasya, p. 419-430: Kiyad durampunar divyena caksusdpasyati. yasya yddrsam caksur 
bhavati. srdvakapratyekabuddhabuddhds tv anabhisamskarena sahasradvisahasrakan lokadhatun 
yathasamkhyam pasyanti... savabhisamskarena saha srdvakao ‘pi dvisahasram lokadhdtum divyena 
caksusd pasyati, trisahasra m khadgavisdnkalpah, buddhas tu bhagavdn asamkhyeyan lokadhatun 
pasyati ydvadevecchati. 

Transl. - To what distance does one see with the divine eye? That depends on who possesses 
the eye and the eye itself. The sravakas, pratyekabuddhas and the Buddhas, without any effort, see 
sdhasra, dvisdhasra and trisahasra universes respectively. With effort, with the divine eye, the sravaka 
sees up to one dvisdhasra, the rhinoceros-like [pratyekabuddha] sees a trisahasra, and the Buddha 
Bhagavat sees as many innumerable universes as he wishes. 

The sdhasra, dvisdhasra and trisahasra universes have been defined above, p. 337-448F. 
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Question. - But the great Brahmaraja, he too is able to see a chiliocosm. How does the sravaka differ from 
him? 

Answer. - The great Brahmaraja, standing in the middle ( madhya ) of the chiliocosm, sees it all, but 
standing at the edge (parsve ), he does not see the other parts. This is not so for the sravaka: wherever he is, 
he always sees [all of] the chiliocosm. ^62 

The pratyekabuddha sees a hundred thousand universes ( lokadhdtu ); the Buddhas see innumerable 
(i apramana ) and infinite ( ananta ) universes. 

In worldly people {prthagjana ), the knowledge of the divine eye ( divyacaksurjnana ) is an awareness 
(i abhijna) but not yet a knowledge ( vidya ). He sees only the things ( vastu ) that exist, but he cannot see for 
what karmic causes and conditions ( karmahetupratyaya ) they have taken birth. See what has been said in 
regard to former abodes (p. 1555F). 

Furthermore, in A-ni-lou-teou (Animddha), the foremost of those who possess the divine eye, the material 
derived from the four great elements ( caturmahdbhautikarupa ) of the form realm - the matter constituting 
his divine eye - was only semi-pure (prasanna ). On the other hand, in the Buddha, the divine [240c] eye, 
material derived from the four great elements, is completely pure: this is the difference. 

Furthermore, it is in the concentrations ( samadhi ) in which he is dwelling ( viharati ) that the sravaka obtains 
the divine eye and it is in the concentrations in which he is dwelling that he can see, and this is a matter of 
concentration with investigation and analysis ( savitarkasavicamsamadhi ), of concentration without 
investigation but with analysis ( avitarka vicaramatra samadhi), or of concentration with neither 
investigation or analysis ( avitarkdvicdrqsamddhi ). On the contrary, as soon as he enters (pravisati ) into 
concentration, the Buddha, if he so wishes, is able to see everything. Abiding in concentration without 
investigation or analysis, he obtains the divine eye; entering into concentration with investigation and 
analysis, or into concentration without investigation but with analysis, he can see equally. 

Furthermore, when the sravaka sees by means of the divine eye and if his mind in concentration 
(samddhicitta) enters into another concentration, his divine eye disappears. This is not the case in the 
Buddha: even if his mind enters into another concentration, his divine eye does not disappear. 

By means of this knowledge, the Buddha knows the places of birth and death of all beings and since this 
knowledge is intact ( avydhata ) and invincible ( ajeya ) [in him], it is called the ‘ninth power’. 


X. THE POWER OF THE DESTRUCTION OF THE IMPURITIES 


The power of the knowledge of the destruction of the impurities (asravaksayajnanabala). 


662 Being natural and acquired by birth, the divine eye of the gods, including Brahmaraja, is defded by 
eleven apaksdla; as it is acquired by abhijna , the eye of the sravaka is free of defilement and is very pure 
(suvisuddha). Cf. Kosavyakhya, p. 279,1. 5-9. 
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Question. - There are differences in the degrees of knowledge for the first nine powers: [namely, of the 
sravakas, the pratyekabuddhas or the Buddha]; but here the destruction of the impurities (dsravaksaya ) is 
the same [for all]. How is [the knowledge of the Buddha] different here from that of the sravaka and the 
pratyekabuddha? 

Answer. - Although the destruction of the impurities (dsravaksaya) is the same [in all], the various 
knowledges (jndnavisesa ) [which recognize them] is very different.663 

In the sravaka, the very strong fetters to be destroyed by meditation ( bhdvanaheyasamyojana) are destroyed 
at three times: i) the time of arising ( utpddabhdga ), ii) the time of duration ( sthitibhdga ) and Hi) the time of 
disappearance ( bhangabhdga ). This is not the case in the Buddha: it is at the very moment of their arising 
that they are completely destroyed. 


663 it is acknowledged in both Vehicles that liberation (vimukti), in other words, the destruction of the 
impurities (dsravaksaya ), is the same in the sravaka, the pratyekabuddha and the Buddha (cf. Vibhasa, T 
1545, k. 31, p. 62b-c; Kosa, VI, p. 282; Vasumitra, transl. Masuda, p. 49 (thesis 37 of the Sarvastivadin), 
p. 62 (thesis 22 of the MahTsasaka), p. 64 (thesis 3 of the Dharma gup taka); Samdhinirmocana. X, §2; 
Sutralamkara, XI, v. 53 ( vimoksatulyatva ); Samgraha, p. 327-328; Buddhabhumisastra, T 1530, k. 5, p. 
312b7-15. 

No matter that there are many differences between the bodhi of the sravakas and the 
pratyekabuddhas on the one hand and the anuttarasamyakasambodhi of the Buddhas on the other hand. 
They are noted in many texts: Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 143, p. 735b; Traite here and at k. 53, p. 436b. The 
latter is perhaps inspired by the UpasakasTlasutra, T 1488, k. 1, p. 1038a-c (analysed in Hobogirin, p. 

87): 

The sravakas obtain bodhi by debating, the pratyekabuddhas by reflecting, and they understand 
only a part of the truth; the Buddhas understand everything without a teacher, without listening, without 
meditating, as a result of their practices. 

The sravakas and pratyekabuddhas know the general characteristics ( sdmdnyalaksana ) of 
things; the Buddhas know the specific characteristics ( svalaksana ) and only they are omniscient. 

The sravakas and pratyekabuddhas know the four noble truths ( satya ) but not causes and 
conditions ( hetupratyaya ); the Buddhas know the causes and conditions. The water of the Ganges being 
compared to the river of pratftyasamupdda, the sravaka is like a rabbit that crosses the river without 
knowing its depth; the pratyekabuddha is like a horse that knows the depth when it touches the bottom; 
the Buddha is like the elephant that knows its full depth. 

The sravakas and pratyekabuddhas have cut off the passions (klesa) but not their habitual 
tendencies ( vdsand); the Buddha has cut off everything at the root. 

- We should recall once more that all these differences are of interest only to the scholar of the 
Lesser Vehicle of whom the Traite here is only a spokesman without sharing his opinions. From the 
Mahayana point of view to which the Traite subscribes, bodhi is only a name and, in the true sense, 
sravaka, pratyekabuddha and Buddha do not exist: see VimalakTrti, p. 195-196, 423-425. 
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In the sravaka, the fetters to be destroyed by seeing the truths ( satyadarsanaheyasamyojana ) are destroyed 
at the moment of their arising, but the fetters to be destroyed by meditation (bhdvandheyasamyojana) are 
destroyed at three times. For the Buddha there is no difference between the fetters to be destroyed by seeing 
the truths the fetters to be destroyed by meditation.664 

When the sravaka enters the noble path [of darsanamarga ] for the first time, the moment of entry 
(pravesakdla consisting of the duhkhe dharmajndnaksdnti) is distinct from the moment of understanding 
(i abhisamayakdla consisting of the duhkhe dharmajndna). In the Buddha, it is in a single moment of mind 
that the entry (pravesa) and the understanding ( abhisamaya ) occur. He obtains omniscience ( sarvajndna ), 
destroys all the obstacles (avarana ) and obtains all the attributes of Buddha in a single moment of mind. 

The sravakas have two kinds of liberation ( vimukti ): i) liberation from the passions ( klesavimukti ) and it) 
liberation from the obstacles to the Dharma ( dharmdvaranavimukti ). The Buddha possesses liberation from 
all the conflicting emotions and also liberation from all the obstacles to the Dharma. 665 


664 jhg p ass i ons to be abandoned during the Path of meditation are called bhdvandheyaklesa, 
bhdvandklesa or also savastukaklesa ‘passions with point of support’ (Kosa, VI, p. 257). Each of the 
nine levels - kamadhatu, four dhyanas, four samapattis - making nine categories: strong-strong, strong- 
medium, strong-weak, medium-strong.. .(Kosa, VI, p. 199). Thus there are in all 81 categories of 
bhdvandheyaklesa of which each is destroyed by one moment of abandoning or expelling ( prahana or 
dnantaryamdrga ) and one moment of liberation ( vimuktimdrga ) (Kosa, VI, p. 198-199); in all, 162 
moments of mind. 

The passions to be abandoned in the course of the Path of seeing the truths are called 
darsanaheya, drgheya or also avastuka ‘passions without point of support’ In their nature they are 
‘wrong view’ ( drsti ), belief in a self, etc. (Kosa, VI, p. 257). They are destroyed by seeing the four noble 
truths, suffering, its origin, its cessation and the path to its cessation. The ascetic takes possession of each 
of these truths by two moments of mental acceptance ( ksdnti ) and by two moments of knowledge 
(jndna): in all, sixteen moments of mind. The mental acceptances are the path of destruction 
('prahdnamdrga) or the uninterrupted path (dnantaryamdrga) because they cut through doubt; the 
knowledges are possession of the cessation of doubt (Kosa, VI, p. 183-185, 189-191). For a succinct 
explanation of the Path, refer to my [Lamotte’s] Histoire du bouddhisme indien, p. 677-686. 

For the ordinary practitioner, the bhdvanamdrga is long, whereas the darsanamarga is quick 
(Kosa, VII, 8). This is why it destroys the passions to be destroyed by meditation in three times and the 
passions to be destroyed by seeing in one time. The Buddha destroys all the categories in one single 
moment. This does not prevent the scholastic from attributing 34 moments of mind to the enlightenment 
of a Buddha (see above, p. 1556F, n. 1). 

665 A passage the extreme conciseness of which makes it obscure. If I [ Lamotte j understand it well, the 
sravaka is liberated from the obstacle consisting of the conflicting emotions ( klesdvarana ) and only a 
part of the obstacle to knowledge ( jneyavarana ), that which opposes awareness of the Dharma and the 
four noble truths. The Buddha is free of the obstacle consisting of the passions and the obstacle opposing 
the grouping of knowledge, of awareness of all things in all their aspects (sarvdkdrajndna). 
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It is by himself ( svatas ) that the Buddha attains wisdom ( prajna). The sravakas, on the other hand, obtain it 
by following the teachings ( desand) of another. 

Furthermore, some say: When the Buddha cuts off the defilements ( klesa ) of all beings by means of his 
wisdom, his own knowledge is neither dulled nor diminished. Just as a red-hot iron ball (adiptayoguda) set 
down on a cotton cloth ( tulapattika) burns the cotton without its power of combustion being diminished, so 
the Buddha’s wisdom burns all the defilements without the power of his knowledge (jndnabala ) being 
thereby diminished. 

Furthermore, the sravakas know only if their own impurities are destroyed. The Buddhas know that their 
own impurities are destroyed and also know if those of others are also destroyed. On this subject see the 

Tsing king (Prasantasutra).666 


Above (p. 346F), the Traite has mentioned the triad of obstacles consisting of the passions 
(klesa), action (karma) and retribution (vipdka). This triad is of canonical origin (Anguttara, III, p. 435; 
Vibhanga, p. 341). The Adhyadhasatika (T 240, k. 1, p. 776b6-7; T 243, k. 1, p. 784bl4; T 244, k. 1, p. 
786c22-23) and the Lankavatara, p. 241, propose another triad: klesa-, karma-, and dharma-avarana, but 
do not define the last one. 

666 A sutra presenting, beside the Buddha, the bodhisattva ManjusrI and the devaputra 
Prasastavinayesvara (in Tibetan, Rab tn €i ba mam par dul bahi dbah phyug), a name usually 
misinterpreted in Chinese as Prasanta-vinaya-avara: Tsi chouen liu yin according to Dharmaraksa, (T460, 
p. 448b3), Tsi tiao fouyin according to Kumarajlva (T 1489, p. 1075cl0), Tsi tiaoyin according to Fa 
hai, (T 1490,, p. 1081 al9). The Chinese have maltreated the name of Avalokitesvara in the same way, 
which they most often render as Avalokita-svara. The sutra in question here deals with conventional and 
absolute truth ( samvrtiparamdrthasatya ) in its first section. This explains the many titles under which it 
has been cited. It was translated into Chinese four times (but the second translation has been lost) and 
into Tibetan once. 

1) T 460: Wen chon che li tsing liu king (Manjusriprasantavinayasutra), tr. by Dharmaraksa of 
the Si Tsin. The colophon of this translation is preserved in the Tch’ou (T 2145, k. 7, p. 5 lb8-13): The 
sramana Tchou Fa-hou (Dharmaraksa), at the capital (Lo-yang), met Tsi-tche of the Western Land who 
issued this sutra orally. The sutra still contained many chapters which this man had forgotten, but what 
he did issue was soon translated into the language of the Tsin. Having recovered the original, 
Dharmaraksa corrected and completed the translation on the 8 th day of the 4 th month of the t ’ai-k’ang 
year (May 14, 289) at the Po-ma sseu [of Lo-yang]. Nie Tao-tchen wrote it down with the brush.” 

This translation was listed in the Tchong king lou (419) of Tchou Tao-tsou (Li, T 2034, k. 6, p. 
63al 1-12; K’ai, T 2154, k. 2, p. 495al-2). 

2) T 1489: Ts’ing-tsing p’i-ni fang-kouang king (Prasantavinayavaipulyasutra), tr. by 
Kumarajlva of the Later Tsin, at an undetermined date between 402 and 409. This was the third 
translation, also called Tsing liu king (Prasantavinayasutra): cf. K’ai. T 2154. k. 4, p. 513a3; k. 12, p. 
606bl9. 
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Finally, the Buddha is the only one who knows the modalities inherent in the minds of beings with their 
ninety-eight perverse tendencies (anusay and their ninety-six errors (paiyavasthdna)P ^ no one but 
the Buddha knows them. [241a] 

The Buddha is also the only one who knows the nature of the fetters destroyed in the course of the duhkhe 
dharmajndna, the duhkhe ‘nvayajndna and so on up to the marge ‘nvayajnana. Similarly, he knows [the 
fetters] destroyed by meditation ( bhdvandhina ) in the course of the nine moments of liberation 
(vimuktimdrga)P^ 

The Buddha knows these things about beings fully and completely (prajdndti ). The little that the sravaka 
knows of them or says about them may be ascribed to the Buddha’s teachings. 

This is the power in the Buddha of the knowledge of destruction of the impurities 
(dsravaksayajndnaprabhdva) and, since this knowledge is intact (avydhata) and invincible ( ajeya ) [in him], 
it is called the ‘tenth power’. 


At the end of the sutra (T 1489, p. 1081a7-9), Ananda asks the Buddha what he should call it, 
and the Buddha proposes three titles to him: /') Tsi tiao fou yin t ’ien tseu so wen 
(Prasantavinayasvaradevaputrapariprccha); ii) Ts ’ing tsingp 7 ni (Prasantabinaya); Hi) Yi ts ’ie fo fa 
(Sarvabuddhadharma). 

3) T 1490: Tsi tiao yin so wen king (Prasantavinayasvarapariprcchasutra), tr. by Che Fa hai of 
the Lieou Song (420-479) from an original identical with that of Dharmaraksa. This was the fourth 
translation and it was also called Jou-lai so chouo ts 'ing tsing tiao fou king (Tathagatoktam 
Prasantavinayasutram): cf. Nei, T 2149, k. 4, p. 261b26; K’ai, T 2154, k. 1, p. 484c3-4; k. 5, p. 532b23- 
24. 

4) Tib. Trip. no. 846, vol. 34, p. 104-2-7 to 113-5-6: Kun rdzob dan don dampahi bdenpa 
bstanpa (Samvrtiparamarthasatyanirdesa. - In Mahavyut., no. 1368: Paramarthasamvrtisatyanirdesa), tr. 
by Sakyaprabha, Jinamitra and Dharmatashila, in the first quarter of the 9 th century. 

On p. 113, fol. 279a3, the Buddha proposes as the only title of the sutra: Kun rdzob dan don 
dam pahi bden pa bstan pa. 

This sutra contrasts the sravaka Vinaya with that of the bodhisattva and it particularly notes: 
“Personally cutting one’s own bonds of the passions ( klesabandhana ) is the Sravakavinaya; wanting to 
cut the passions of all beings is the Bodhisattvavinaya” (cf. T 1489c7-8; T 460, p. 450bl6-18; T 1490, p. 
1083M-2; OKC, 846, p. 107, fol. 263a7-8). 

This is the passage referred to here by the Traite. 

667 Cf. Vibhasa, T 1545, K. 46, p. 237b-238a; Kosa, V, p. 9. 

668 p or t jq s eX p ress ion, see Kosa, V, p. 3-5 and notes. 

669 The Buddha knows the darsanaheyaklesa that are destroyed during the sixteen moments of mind of 
the Path of seeing, and the bhdvandheyaklesa from which the practitioner is liberated during the 81 
vimuktimdrga of the Path of meditation, nine vimuktimdrgas for each of the nine levels. 
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Third Section APPENDICES TO THE TEN POWERS 


I. THE BEST OF THE TEN POWERS 


Question. - Which is the best ( srestha ) of these ten powers? 

Answer. - Each is great in its own domain ( svadesa ), just as water (vari) that moistens and fire ( agni ) that 
burns each has its own power. 

1) Some say that the first is the greatest because it includes all the ten at once (cf. p. 1522F). 

2) Others say that the power bearing on the destruction of the impurities (asravaksaya ) is the greatest 
because it contributes to the attainment of nirvana. 

3) Some scholars say that the ten forces together constitute the root (mulct) of unhindered liberation 
(i avydhatavimukti ) and that this unhindered liberation is sovereign ( adhipati ). 


II. WHY THE BUDDHA THINKS HIGHLY OF HIS TEN POWERS 


Question. - The ten powers are exclusive to the Buddha and, in the course of the present lifetime 
(ihajanmani), none of his disciples ( srdvaka ) is able to obtain them.670 Then why does the Buddha speak 
of them? 

Answer. - The Buddha wants to cut off peoples’ doubts (samsaya) about these ten powers, to strengthen 
the minds of the ignorant and lead the fourfold assembly ( catusparisad ) to rejoice and to say: “Our great 
teacher (mahacarya) is the only one to possess such powers which he does not share with anyone.” 

Furthermore, the heretics (tfrthika) say: “The sramana Gautama dwells always in peace ( vyupasama ) and 
his wisdom ( prajna) is decreasing.” This is why the Buddha makes this statement of truth ( satyavaccma ): 
“In me, the ten powers (jndnabala) and the four fearlessnesses ( vaisdradya ) are well-established 
(supratistha) and complete ( sampanna ).” In the great assembly, the Buddha speaks of his perfect wisdom 
(sampannaprajnd), converts beings (sattvdn paripdcayati), utters the lion’s roar fully (samyak simhanddam 
nadati) and turns the wheel of Brahma (brahmacakram pravartayati ) which no heretic, god or human, can 
turn. Therefore it is to arrest criticism that the Buddha speaks of his ten powers. 


670 This is the matter of a controversy among the Sarvastivadins which the Traite refrains from 
discussing. As will be seen the following chapter, the Traite does not include the ten powers among the 
attributes exclusive to the Buddha. 
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III. THERE IS NO BOASTFULNESS IN THE BUDDHA 


Question. - According to a rule of human decency, even the sage cannot boast. How then ( kah 
punarvadah) could a being free of egotism boast of his ten powers? Indeed, it is said: 

To boast about oneself (atmotkarsana ), to blame oneself (dtmapamsand). 

To boast about another (parotkarsana ) and to blame another ( parapamsana ) 

Those are four things 

Which the sage does not do. 

Answer. - Although free of egotism and attachment, the Buddha possesses innumerable powers and, out of 
his great compassion (mahakaruna) to save beings, he speaks of only ten powers: that is not boasting. 

Thus, the good caravan leader ( sdrthavdha ), seeing robbers ( caura ) deceiving his merchants and inviting 
them to take the wrong road, is moved by compassion and says to his merchants: “It is I who am truthful 
(, satyavddin ); do not follow these hypocrites ( satha)V ’ And also, when charlatans are deceiving the sick 
(,gldna ), the good physician ( vaidya ), out of compassion for these [sick people], tells them: “I have the good 
remedy ( bhaisajya ) and I am able to cure your illness; do not believe these impostors! You will become 
even more sick. ” [341b] 

Furthermore, the qualities iguna) of the Buddha are profound and distant; if the Buddha did not speak 
about himself, nobody would know him, and the little that he does say is very useful to beings. This is why 
the Buddha himself speaks about his ten powers. 

Furthermore, there are beings to be converted ( vaineya ) to whom it is necessary to speak, and among the 
things to say to them, he must, at the proper time, speak of the ten powers. If one did not speak about them, 
[these people] would not be converted. This is why the Buddha himself tells them about them. 

Thus when the sun ( surya ) and the moon ( candra ) rise, they do not think: “By lighting up the world, we 
will have glory.” The mere fact of their rising is worthy itself of glory. It is the same for the Buddha: he 
thinks not at all about collecting glory when he speaks about his own qualities. When the Buddha is 
preaching the Dharma in a pure voice and the brilliance of his rays ( rasmiprabhasa ) destroys the shadows 
of ignorance among beings ( mohatamas ), he derives great glory from that automatically. Therefore there is 
nothing wrong in the Buddha himself speaking of his ten powers and his other qualities. 

Power can have results. By using the ten powers, the Buddha increases wisdom ( prajndm vivardhayati ): 
this is why he can confound the scholars ( upadesacdiya ). By using the ten powers, he increases wisdom: 
this is why he preaches the Dharma. By using the ten powers, he increases wisdom: this is why he triumphs 
over his adversaries. By using the ten powers, he increases wisdom; this is why he attains sovereignty 
(i aisvarya ) over all the dharmas, just as the great master of a kingdom gets sovereignty over the ministers, 
the people and the populace. 
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This has been a brief explanation of the ten powers according to the saravaka system/’ 7 ' 


671 The Mahayana system on the ten powers will be explained in the following chapter. 
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CHAPTER XL: THE FOUR FEARLESSNESSES AND THE 
FOUR UNOBSTRUCTED KNOWLEDGES (P . 1567F) 


First Section THE FOUR FEARLESSNESSES OF THE BUDDHA 
ACCORDING TO THE ABHIDHARMA 

PRELIMINARY NOTE 


This chapter is poorly entitled and poorly divided. The previous chapter dealt with the ten powers (bala) of 
the Tathagata according to the Sarvastivadin Abhidharma. The present chapter consists of three sections: 

1. The four fearlessnesses ( vaisdradya ) of the Buddha according to the Abhidharma. 

2. The ten powers and the four fearlessnesses of the Buddha and the bodhisattva according to the 
Mahayana. 

3. The four unobstructed knowledges ( pratisamvid ) according to the Abhidharma, then according to the 
Mahayana. 


I. THE VAISARADYASUTRA 


The basic canonical text is the sutra on the fearlessnesses vouched for by numerous sources: 

1. Pali wording in the Vesdrajjasutta : Anguttara, II, p. 8-9; Majjhima, I, p. 71,1. 32-72,1. 14: 

Cattdr ’ imani Sariputta tathdgatassa vesarajjani yehi vesdrajjehi samanndgato tatlmgato dsabhan thanam 
... duklthakldiayayati, tatra vata mam...na samanupassami... etamp’aham... viharami. 

2. Sanskrit wording in Kosavyakhya, p. 645, 1. 30- 646, 1. 13; Pancavimsati, p. 211, 1. 1-15; Satasahasrika, 
p.1448,1. 6-1449,1. 17; Arthaviniscaya, p. 578-579: 

Catvanmani Sariputra tathdgatasya vaisaradyani yair vaisdradyaih samanvdgatas tathdgato’rhan ... na 
samanupasyami, idam dtra nimittam... sahadhannena. 

3. Chinese translations: Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 19, p. 645bl7; k. 42,p. 776c21-777a2; Vibhasa, T 1545, 
k. 31, p. 158al7-bl3; Pancavimsati, T 223, k. 5, p. 155b23-c20; T 220, vol. VII, k. 415, p. 81a-b20. 

Transl. of the Sanskrit. - Here, O Sariputra, are the four fearlessnesses of the Tathagata; endowed with 
these fearlessnesses, the Tathagata, the holy One, fully and completely enlightened, who claims the noble 
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place of the bull (var. of the Rsi), rightly utters the lion’s roar in the assembly and turns the wheel of 
Brahma. What are these four? 

1. While I claim to be fully and completely enlightened, I see no reason to fear that a sramana, a brahmana, 
a god, Mara, Brahma or anyone in the world can legitimately object that such and such dharmas are 
unknown to me. Seeing no reason to fear that, I have obtained security, absence of fear, certainty, and I 
abide there; I claim the noble place of the bull (var. Rsi), I rightly utter the lion’s roar in the assembly and I 
turn the wheel of Brahma never yet set in motion legitimately by a sramana, a brahmana, a god, Mara, 
Brahma or anyone in the world. 

2. While I claim to have destroyed the impurities, I do not see any reason to fear that a sramana... can 
legitimately object that such or such impurities have not been destroyed by me. Not seeing any reason to 
fear that... 

3. I see no reason to fear that a sramana... can legitimately claim that the dharmas presented by me as 
obstacles to the Path do not constitute obstacles in the person who brings them into play. Seeing no reason 
to fear that... 

4. I see no reason to fear that a sramana... can legitimately claim that the way shown by me as the noble 
path leading to release does not lead the person who follows it to the proper cessation of suffering, to the 
suppression of suffering. Seeing no reason to fear that, I have obtained security, absence of fear, certainty, 
and I remain there; I claim the noble place of the bull (var. of the Rsi), 1 utter the lion’s roar rightly in the 
assembly and 1 turn the Wheel of the Dharma never yet legitimately set in motion by a sramana, 
brahamana, god, Mara, Brahma or anyone in the world. 


II. THE VAISARADYAS IN THE ABHIDHARMA AND THE SASTRAS 


The Pali Abhidhamma mentions them often but with scarcely any explanation. In contrast, the Abhidharma 
treatises and the sastras of both Vehicles have analyzed them plentifully and commented upon the sutra of 
the fearlessnesses. Here I [Lamotte] will limit myself to indicating the ones that seem to me to be most 
instructive: 

1. Among the Sarvastivadin treatises: Samyuktabhidharmasara, T 152, k. 6, p. 922c; Abhidharmamrta, T 
1553, k. 2, p. 974c20-23 (reconstr. Sastri, p. 93, 1. 4-8); Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 31, p. 158al7-159bl3; Kosa, 
VII, p. 74-75; Kosabhasya, p. 414; Nyayanusara, T 1562, k. 75, p. 748b23-749al5; Abhidharmadlpa, p. 
389-390. 

2. Among the Yogacara treatises: Sutralamkara, XXI, v. 52 (p. 186); Bodh. bhumi, p. 402; Samgraha, p. 
286-287, 298-299; Abhidharmasamuccaya, T 1605, k. 7, p. 691c4-14 (reconstr. Pradhan, p. 98, 1. 6-14); T 
1606, k. 14, p. 760cl3-761al8. 

In the Kosa (/.c.) the four vaisaradyas are designated in the following way: 

1. Sarvadharmabhiscimbodhivaisaradya. 
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2. Sarvdsravaksayajndnavaisaradya. 

3. Antardyikadharmavydkaranavaisdradya. 

4. Nairydnikapratipadvydkaranavaisdradya. 

Compare the readings in Dharmasamgraha, § 77, and in Mahavyut., no. 131-134. 


1. Definition of the Four Fearlessnesses in the Vaisaradyasutra 


Here are the four fearlessnesses ( vaisaradya ): 

1. The Buddha makes the following proclamation (pratijnd ): I am fully and completely enlightened 
(samyaksambuddha) and I see not the slightest reason to fear that a sramana, a brahmana, a god, Mara, 
Brahma or anyone else can say truthfully that I do not know certain dharmas. This is why I have obtained 
security ( ksemaprdpta ), I have obtained absence of fear ( abhayaprdpta ), I occupy the place of the Holy 
Teacher ( vihardmy drsam sthdnam ) like that of the royal bull (drsabha ), 672 in the great assemblies I utter 
the lion’s roar (parisatu simhanddam naddmi) and I turn the Wheel of Brahma ( brdhmam cakram 
pravartayami) which no sramana, brahmana, god, Mara, Brahma or anyone [241c] else is truly able to turn. 
This is the first fearlessness. 

2. The Buddha makes this proclamation: 1 have destroyed the impurities ( ksmasrava ) and I see not the 
slightest reason to fear that a sramana, brahmana, deva, Mara, Brahma or anyone else can say truthfully that 
I have not destroyed these impurities. This is why I have obtained security, 1 have obtained absence of fear, 
I occupy the position of Holy Teacher like that of a king-bull, in the great assemblies I utter the lion’s roar, 
and I turn the wheel of Brahma which no sramana, brahmana, deva, Mara, Brahma or anybody else is truly 
able to turn. This is the second fearlessness. 

3. The Buddha makes this proclamation: I have expounded the dharmas that create obstacles 
(antardyikadharma) and I do not see the slightest reason to fear that a sramana, brahmana, god, Mara, 
Brahma, or anyone else can say truthfully that these dharmas which create obstacles are not obstacles to the 
Path. This is why I have obtained security, I have obtained absence of fear, I occupy the place of the holy 
Teacher like that of the bull-king, in the great assemblies 1 utter the lion’s roar and I turn the wheel of 
Brahma that no sramana, brahmana, deva, Mara, Brahma or anyone else can truly turn. This is the third 
fearlessness. 

4. The Buddha makes this proclamation: The noble path shown by me can lead out of the world (yd mayd 
pratipad dkhyatd diyd nairydnikT niiydti) and the one who follows it is able to destroy all the sufferings 
( tatkarasya samyag duhkhasaydyayati), and I see not the slightest reason to fear that a sramana, bhramana, 
god, Mara, Brahma or anyone else can say truthfully that the one who follows this path cannot get out of 
the world or destroy suffering. This is why I have obtained security, I have obtained the absence of fear, I 


672 


Here the Traite is juxtaposing the two readings arsa and arsabha mentioned above. 
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occupy the place of the holy Teacher like that of the king-bull, in the great assemblies 1 utter the lion’s roar, 
and I turn the wheel of Brahma which no srmamna, brahmana, deva, Mara, Brahma or anyone else is able 
truly to turn. This is the fourth fearlessness. 

2. Why the Buddha Mentioned His Four Fearlessnesses 


Questions. - For what reasons does the Buddha speak of his four fearlessnesses? 

Answer. - The Buddha calls himself omniscient ( sarvajna) and omnivoyant ( sarvadarsin ). But in the 
world, there are infinite treatises, arts (kaid), sciences ( vidhi ), knowledges ( jnana ), crafts ( silpa ), methods 
( updya ). For all the beings taken together to know all these things would already be difficult: it would be 
more difficult still for the Buddha himself alone to possess omniscience. So many things, so many 
difficulties! 

The Buddha, who experiences no fear, wishes to destroy incorrect suspicions and, in order to refute 
objection, he speaks of the four fearlessnesses. 

Furthermore, before the Buddha appeared in the world, heretics ( tfrthika ) in various ways deceived people 
who were searching for the Path or seeking merit. There were those who ate all kinds of fruits ( phala ), all 
kinds of vegetables (v yanjana), all kinds of plants ( trna ) and roots {inula), cow-dung ( gomaya ) or false 
millet, who ate once a day, every second day, every tenth day, once a month or once every two months, 
who swallowed smoke, drank water, ate moss and other things of this kind, who dressed themselves in tree 
bark, leaves or grass, deer-skins or wooden planks, who slept on the ground, on branches, on ashes or 
spines, who, in the cold season went into the water, or in the hot season scorched themselves between five 
fires, who died by going into the water, entering into the fire, by throwing themselves on picks or by 
starving themselves to death. 673 In the course of these different austerities (duskaracaryd), they were 
seeking paradise ( svarga ) or they were seeking nirvana. They also recommended their disciples not to 
renounce these practices and, by leading people of little intelligence in this way, they collected homage 
ipuja). 

As long as the sun (suiya) has not risen, the firefly ( khadyotaka ) 674 gleams somewhat; but when the sun 
has risen and is shining, the moon ( candra ) and stars {tdraka) no longer shine and even less so, the firefly. 
Similarly, as long as the Buddha had not yet appeared in the world, the heretics were illuminating the world 
with a feeble light and receiving homage; but as soon as the Buddha has appeared in the world, he eclipses 
the heretics and their disciples by the brilliance of his great knowledge {mahdjndndloka) and none of them 


673 The austerities described here are those of the naked ascetics {acelaka) already described by the 
Buddha in the Udumbarika-SIhanadasuttanta (DTgha, III, p. 40-42; Tch’ang a han, T 1, k. 8, p. 47c; Ni 
keou t’o fan tche king, T 11, k. 1, p. 223b; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 26, p. 592b). 

674 The example of the firefly or the shining worm (Sanskrit khadyotaka, Pali khajjopanaka) is classic: 
cf. Majjhima, II, p. 34, 41; Visuddhimagga, p. 347; Pancavimsati, p. 41. 
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receive homage. 675 Having lost homage and profits, they increase their lies ( mrsavada ) against the Buddha 
and his disciples. 

[i Sundarisiitra ]. 676 - As has been said in the Souen-t’o-li-king (Sundarisutra), they accused the Buddha of 
having killed SundarT. They said to people: “The lowest man in the world would not do that, and the person 
who is mistaken about human laws on this point is even more mistaken about nirvana.” 

Wishing to destroy such slander, the Buddha himself proclaimed his own true qualities ( guna ) and his four 
fearlessnesses ( vaisdradya ), saying: 

“1 alone am omniscient ( sarvajna) and nobody can truthfully say that I am not cognizant. I do not fear 
that.” 

“1 alone have destroyed all the impurities (asravd) and their traces ( vdsand) and nobody can truthfully say 
that the Buddha has not destroyed the impurities. I do not fear that.” 

“I have proclaimed the dharmas that create obstacles to the Path to nirvana 
(nirvanamargantardyikadharma) and nobody can truthfully say that these dharmas do not create 
obstruction to nirvana. The Buddha does not fear that.” 

“ The Buddha has stated the path to the destruction of suffering ( duhkhanirodhapratipad ) that leads to 
nirvana and nobody can ruthfully say that this path does not lead to nirvana. The Buddha does not fear 
that.” 

In summary ( samksepena ), here is the nature of these four fearlessnesses: 677 

1. Complete knowledge of all the dharmas ( sarvadharmabhisambodhi ). 

2. Destruction of all the impurities ( sarvdsravaksaya ) and their traces (vdsand). 

3. A report of the dharmas that create obstacles to the path (mdrgdntardyikadharmavydkarana). 

4. A report of the path of the cessation of suffering ( duhkhanirordhapartipadvydkarana ). 

The Buddha does not fear that anyone can truthfully say that he does not fully know these four things. 
Why? Beecause he knows them precisely and fully. 

The first two fearlessnesses are personal qualities or perfections [for the Buddha]; the last two 
fearlessnesses are qualities useful to beings. 678 

In the first, third and fourth fearlessness, it is a matter of knowledge; in the second, it is a matter of 
destruction (ksaya). The matter is governed by the perfection of wisdom and cessation. 

675 Considerations already developed in the Pali Udana, p. 12. 

676 s ee references above, p. 507F note; add Arthapadasutra, transl. Bapat, p. 22-24. 

677 Cf. Kosa, VII, p. 75; Dharmasamgraha, § 77; Mahavyut., no. 131-134. 

6"^ Sutralamkara, p. 186: Atm jnanaprahanakdrakatvena svdrthe, nirydnavighnadesilatvena ca 
pararthe, nirddhrsyatvdd anyatvrthyair bhagavato yathakramam caturvidham vaisaradhyam 
udbhdvitam. See also Bodh. bhumi, p. 402. 
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3. Similarities and Differences Between Powers and Fearlessnesses 


[242b] Question. - The ten powers ( bala ) are knowledges ( jnana ) and the four fearlessnesses ( vaisaradya ) 
are also knowledges. What are the similarities and the differences? 679 

Answer. - When the qualities ( guna ) of the Buddha are explained at length (vistarena), this is bala; when 
they explained in brief, this is vaisaradya. 

Furthermore, when there is activity ( kriya), this is bala; when there is neither doubt ( samsaya) nor 
difficulty ( duskara ), this is vaisaradya. 

When wisdom ( prajnd ) is accumulated, this is bala; when ignorance ( avidyd) is dispersed, this is 
vaisaradya. 

Accumulating good dharmas ( kusaladharma ) is bala; destroying bad dharmas ( akusaladharma ) is 
vaisaradya. 

Possessing wisdom personally is bala; there being no one who can destroy you is vaisaradya. 

The vigor of wisdom is bala', being able to respond to objections ( prasna ) is vaisaradya. 

Accumulating the wisdoms is bala; using them outwardly is vaisaradya. 

Similarly, when the noble cakravartin king is endowed with his seven jewels ( saptaratnasamanvdgata ), this 
is bala', having obtained these seven jewels, when he travels through the four continents ( caturdvTpa ) 
subduing the entire world, this is vaisaradya. 

Similarly also, when the good physician ( vaidya ) knows the remedies ( bhaisajya ) well, this is bala; when 
he mixes the remedies to give them to people, this is vaisaradya. 

Realizing one’s own personal ( svdrtha ) benefit is bala; realizing the benefit of others ( parartha ) is 
vaisaradya. 

Destroying one’s own disturbing emotions ( klesa ) is bala; destroying the disturbing emotions of others is 
vaisaradya. 

Not wasting away is bala; being without difficulty or decline is vaisaradya. 

Being able to realize one’s own good is bala; being able to realize the good of others is vaisaradya. 

The knowledge of good planning ( suvidhijnatd) is bala; the application of this knowledge is vaisaradya. 

Omniscience ( sarvajnata) and the awareness [of things] in all their aspects ( sarvdkdrajnata) is bala; the 
manifestation of this omniscience and this awareness of all the aspects is vaisaradya. 


679 Cf. Samyuktabhidharmasara, T 1552, k. 6, p. 922cl2 seq.; Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 31, p. 159a23 seq.; 
Nyayanusara, T 1562, k. 75, p. 749a6 seq. 
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The eighteen special attributes (avenikadharma ) of the Buddhas are bala\ the outward manifestation of 
these eighteen special attributes is vaisdradya. 

Completely penetrating the nature of things (dharmata) is baler, if one asks all kinds of questions ( prasna ) 
and does not think any more and if one replies in the very same moment, this is vaisdradya. 

Possessing the Buddha eye ( buddhacaksus ) is bala\ seeing beings to be converted ( vaineya ) with this 
Buddha eye and preaching the Dharma to them is vaisdradya. 

Obtaining the [first] three unobstructed knowledges ( pratisamvid ) is bala\ obtaining the unobstructed 
knowledge of elocution ( pratibhanapratisamvid ) is vaisdradya. 

Mastery of omniscience ( sarvajnatdvasita ) is bala\ adorning one’s speech with all kinds of stories 
(i avaddna ) and apologues ( niddna) and preaching the Dharma is vaisdradya. 

Destroying the troops of Mara is bala\ destroying the heretics ( tfrthika ) and the scholars ( upadesdcdiya ) is 
vaisdradya. 

These are the various ways of distinguishing bala and vaisdradya. 

Question. - What is fearlessness called? 

Answer. - The absence of doubt ( nihsamsaya ), the absence of fear ( nirbhaya ), the non-decline of wisdom, 
not becoming discouraged ( andlmatd), not becoming exasperated ( aromaharsa ), acting in all ways as has 
been said (yathdvddf tathdkdrf), all that is vaisdradya. 

4. How Do We Know That The Buddha is Fearless? 


Question. - How do we know that he was fearless? 

Answer. - 1) Had he had fear, he would not have led the great assemblies by welcoming, dismissing, 
roughly reprimanding or teaching by means of gentle [242c] words. 

Thus, one day the Buddha sent Sariputra and Maudgalyayana away but then, out of compassion ( karund) 
received them back again. 680 


6^0 Catumasutta in Majjhima, I, p. 456-457 (Tseng yi a hab, T 125, k. 41, p. 770c; Cho li fou... yeou 
sseu k’iu king, T 137, p. 860a-b): 

One day the Bhagavat was in Catuma, in the Myrobalan Garden. At that time, five hundred 
bhiksus headed by Sariputra and Maudgalyayana came to Catuma to see the Bhagavat. The newcomers 
exchanged greetings with the resident monks, prepared their lodgings, arranged their bowls and robes, 
uttered loud cries and shouted at the tops of their voices ( uccdsaddd mahdsaddd ahesum). Then the 
Bhagavat asked Ananda: What are these loud shouts, these loud cries? One would say they were 
fishermen catching fish ( kevattd marine macchavilopa). [Chinese transl.: One would say that somebody 
was cutting wood or stones.] 
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2) There were formidable people, such as these scholars ( upadesdcdrya ) who were absorbed in the height 
of pride ( mdnastambha ). Intoxicated by their false wisdom, they presented themselves as unique in the 
world and unrivalled. Knowing their own books deeply, they refuted others’ books and criticized all the 
systems with wicked words. They were like mad elephants caring for nothing. Among these madmen, we 
cite: Ngcin-po-tcha (Ambattha), Tch’ang-tchao (Dlrghanakha), Sa-tchd-tche Ni-k’ien (Satyaka 
Nirgranthlputra), P’i-lou-tch ’e (Pilotika), etc. 681 

The Buddha subdued all these scholars. Had he been afraid, this would not have been the case. 

The five wandering mendicants ( parivrdjaka ) beginning with Kiao-tch’en-jou (Kaundinya), 682 the 
thousand Jatila rsis beginning with Ngeou-leou-p’in-louo Kia-cho (Uruvilva Kasyapa), 683 Sariputra, 
Maudgalyayana, Mahakasyapa, etc., all entered into religion ( pravrdjita ) in the Buddha’s Dharma. 

A hundred thousand Che-tseu (Sakya) who all were great kings in Jambudvlpa, king Po-sseu-ni-che 
(Prasenajit), king P’in-p’o-so-lo (Bimbisara), king Tchan-t’o Po-chou-t’i (Canda Pradyota), king Yeou-t’ien 
(Udayana), king Fon-kia-Io-p’o-li (Pukkusati), king Fan-mo-to (Brahmadatta), etc., all became his 
disciples. 684 


The Bhagavat summoned the perpetrators and said to them: “Go away, O bhiksus; I send you 
away; you cannot stay in my presence ( gacchatha bhikkhave panamemi vo, na vi mama santike 
vatthabbam)." 

Below (k. 26, p. 247c), the Traite will return to this event. Yet another time, five hundred 
monks meeting at SravastT were similarly driven away by the Buddha (cf. Udana, p. 24-25). 

681 Ambattha was a young brahmin of the Ambattha clan, versed in the three Vedas and auxiliary 
sciences. He lived at Ukkattha in Kosala and had as teacher Pokkharasadi. The Buddha preached the 
Ambatthasutta for him (Dlgha, I, p. 87-110), but in contrast to his master, he was not converted. 

For Dlrghanakha, also called Mahakausthila, see above, p. 46-5IF and notes, 184F, 633F, 639F. 
For Satyaka Nirgranthlputra, see above, p. 46-47F and notes: below, k. 26, p. 251cl0; k. 90, p. 

699a9. 

Pilotika, already mentioned above (p. 221F) was a parivrajaka sage (Majjhima, I, p. 175 seq.). 

682 Ajnata Kaundinya, the foremost of the group of five ( pancavargiya ) who were witnesses of the 
Buddha’s austerities and were present at the sermon at Benares. They became arhats when the Buddha 
preached the Anattalakkhanasutta to them (Vinaya, I, p. 14; Catusparisad, p. 170). The Traite has 
already mentioned them above, p. 102F, 1426F. 

683 See above, p. 1355F, note 2. 

684 According to some sources mentioned above (p. 177F, note) five hundred Sakyas were forced to 
enter the religious life by an edict of king Suddhodana. 

Prasenajit, king of Kosala, became upasaka after the preaching of the Daharasutta (Samnyutta, 
I, p. 70; Miilasarv. Vin, T 1450, k. 9, p. 142b-143a). The Traite has already mentioned this king and will 
return to him later, k. 27, p. 261al8; k. 33, p. 305a8; k. 58, p. 470bl5. 

Bimbisara, king of Magadha, had two well-known meetings with the Buddha. The second took 
place at the Supatitthacetiya of the Latthivanuyyana; it was then that the king was converted with all his 
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Brahmin householders ( grhsatha ), having gone through all the worldly sciences and respected by great 
kings such as Fan-mo-yu (Brahmayus), Fou-kia-\o-p’o-li (Puskarasarin), Kieou-lo-t’an-t’o (Kutadanta), 
etc., all became his disciples. Some obtained the first [fruit] of the Path; others the second, third or fourth 
fruits. 685 


people and became srotaapanna (references above, p. 30F as note). Further mentions in the Traite at p. 
93F, 147F, 175F, 186F 637F, 990-992F and notes. 

Canda Pradyota, king of Avanti, was converted by the disciple Mahakatyayana specially sent to 
him. The stanzas that the disciple addressed to him on this ocaasion are preserved in the Theragatha, p. 
52, v. 496-499. 

After having been noted for his great cruelty (cf. above, p. 993F and note), Udayana, king of 
Kausambhl, during a friendly visit to the disciple Pindola Bharadvaja, was converted and entered into the 
brotherhood of the upasakas (Samyutta, IV, p. 110-113). 

For Pukkhusati, king of Taksasila before his entrance into the religious life, see above, p. 

153 IF. 

Brahmadatta is the dynastic name of the kings of Benares: many jatakas in which they make an 
appearance concern early times. At the time of the Buddha, KasI (Benares) was incorporated into the 
kingdom of Kosala, and Prasenajit reigned over both countries. 

685 Brahmayus was a brahmin from Mitila in Videha. He was versed in the three Vedas and the 
auxiliary sciences. At the age of 108 years, he sent his disciple Uttara to the Buddha to learn if the latter 
indeed possessed all the physical marks of the Mahapurusa. The disciple was able to reassure him not 
only on the physical integrity of Sakyamuni but also on his perfect deportment. Shortly afterwards, the 
Buddha came to Mithila and settled at Makhadevambavana. Brahmayus went to visit him and confirmed 
de visu the secret signs of the Buddha. Prostrating at his feet, he begged the Teacher to come to his home 
with the monks and he entertained them for a week. After the departure of the Community, Brahmayus 
died and the Buddha declared that the old brahmin had found the fruit of anagamin. - This is told in the 
Brahmayusutta of the Majjhima, II, p. 133-146 (Tchong a han, T 26, k. 41, p. 685a-690a; Lao p’o lo men 
king, T 75). See also Vibhasa, T 1546, k. 1, p. 3a4; Mahavastu, II, p. 76-82. 

Puskarasarin according to the Divyavadana, p. 620, Pokkharasati or Pokkharasadi according to 
the Pali sources, was a brahmin of high lineage, famed for his science, his wealth and his beauty. He 
lived at Ukkattha in Kosala on some property that he had been given by king Prasenajit. He presided 
over the brahmin assemblies and had many disciples, Ambattha, Vasettha, Dubha Todeyya, etc. Wanting 
to find out the real merit of the Buddha, he sent his disciple Ambattha to him, but as the latter had 
presented himself in a boorish manner to the Teacher, Puskarasarin came himself to apologize and 
invited the Buddha to a meal. Impressed by the teachings of the Teacher, he declared himself his 
follower and obtained the fruit of srotaapanna (Digha, I, p. 110). - Puskarasarin appears in various 
siitras: Ambattha (Digha, I, p. 87-110), Subha (Majjhima, II, p. 200-201), Vasettha (Suttanipata, p. 115), 
Tevijja (Digha, I, p. 235); he is mentioned in Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 16„ p. 77b26-27. 

Kutadanta, another learned brahmin dwelling at Khanumata in Magadha, was a feudatory of 
king Bimbisara. The Buddha, passing through that area, was interrogated by the brahmin on the way of 
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Great yaksas such as A-lo-p’o-kia (Atavaka), 686 Pi-cho-kia (Visvakarman?), 687 etc., great naga-kings such 
as A-po-lo (Apalala), 688 Yi-lo-po-to-lo (Elapatra), 689 etc., evil men such as Yang-k’iun-li-mo-lo 
(Angulimala). etc., submitted and took refuge in him. 


correctly carrying out “the sacrifice with its threefold methods and its sixteen accessory instruments” 
{tividhayannasampadam solasaparikkhdram). The Teacher preached the Kutadantasutta (Dlgha, I, 
p. 127-149) for him and, at the end of the sermon, Kutadanta obtained the fruit of srotaapanna. 

686 p) we iii n g j n the Atavl forest, between SravastT and Rajagrha, the yaksa Atavaka ate the humans 
beings whom the king of the country had pledged to provide for him. The population was rapidly 
decimated and the time came when the only prey to be offered to the yaksa was the king’s own son, 
prince Atavika. The Buddha wanted to save him and appeared at the yaksa’s dwelling without having 
been invited. Atavaka used his magical power to try to drive him away. The Buddha resisted all his 
attacks victoriously, but agreed to solve eight puzzles that intrigued the yaksa (Samyutta, I, p. 213-215; 
Suttanipata, p. 31-33). Satisfied with this solution, Atavaka was converted and attained the fruit of 
srotaapanna. Also, when the young prince was brought to him as food, he took him and offered him to 
the Buddha who, in turn, gave him back to his parents (Comm, on the Suttanipata, I, p.230). As the 
young Atavika had thus been passed from hand to hand, he was surnamed Hastaka Atavika (see above, p. 
562-565F and note). 

687 if this transcription is correct, this would be Visvakarman, in Pali Vissakamma, the architect 
apponted by the Devas: cf. Akanuma, p. 774. 

688 yhg Traite has already twice mentioned the naga Apalala whom it places sometimes in Magadha (p. 
187-188F) and sometimes in the north-west of India, in the kingdom of the Yue-tche (p. 547F). To tame 
him, the Buddha called upon the yaksa Vajrapani. For details, see my [Lamotte’s] article Varapani en 
Inde, in Melanges de Sinoligie offerts a Paul Demieville, I, 1966, p. 130-132. 

689 a famous nagaraja, called Elapatra, Elapatra, Airdvana in Sanskrit, Erapata in the inscriptions at 
Bharhut, Erapatha, Erakapatta, Eravana, Eravana in Pali, a name invoking both the eraka plant, 
‘cardamom’, used to make blankets, and Airavana, Indra’s mount, who was an elephant and not a snake. 

The monster animal still merits a monograph although it has already claimed the attention of 
historians: see H. Liiders, Bharhut, p. 165 seq.; J. Ph. Vogel, Indian Serpent Lore, p. 207 seq.; and 
especially the Bharhut Inscriptions, Corpus Inscriptionum Indicarum, vol. II, part II, 1963, p. 110 seq. I 
[Lamotte] will limit myself to adding a few more to an already heavily loaded dossier. 

A. Elapatra in folklore. 

A late source, the Commentary on the Dhammapada, III, p. 230-236 (tr. Burlingame, III, p. 56- 
60) tells that at the time of the Buddha Kassapa, the young monk Erakapatta, traveling along the Ganges, 
passed by a thicket of cardamom {eraka) and seized a leaf which tore off while the boat was passing by. 
This was a serious wrong-doing, but he neglected to confess it; the result was that he was reborn in the 
Ganges in the form of an enormous snake-king called Erakapatta. Waiting for the future Buddha, he tried 
to find out when the latter would appear in the world. To this end, he taught his daughter a gdthd 
containing questions which only a buddha would be able to answer. Each evening he had her dance on 
his hood and sing this gdthd, promising his daughter and all his goods to whoever could solve the 
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questions asked. In the long space of time separating the Buddha Kassapa from his successor Sakyamuni, 
many attempted to decipher the enigma, but without success. One day however, Sakyamuni was sitting 
in a grove of seven sfrisa trees not far from Benares and heard that a young brahmin, Uttara, had 
resolved to attempt it and, wanting to help him, he revealed the correct answers to him. Uttara 
communicated these to Erakapatta who thus knew that a new Buddha had appeared. Joyfully, he struck 
the waters of the Ganges with his tail, not without causing a flood. Then the naga went to visit the 
Buddha, received his teachings and, but for his animal shape, he would have attained the fruit of 
srotaapanna. 

A fragment of this legend has passed into the Mahavastu, III, p. 383,1. 19 - 386,1. 7. It is found, 
in a much more developed form, in the Chinese sources, with the difference that the young brahmin who 
communicated the solution of the enigma to Elapatra was not Uttara but his brother Narada (Naradatta), 
nephew of Asita and sometimes identified with Katyayana. Among these sources are: 

1. Abhiniskramanasutra, T 190, k. 37-38, p. 825al38-831b9 (transl. Beal, Romantic Legend, p. 
275-280). 

2. Mahlsasaka Vin., T 1421, k. 15, p. 106al4-107al 1. 

3. Dharmagupta Vin., T 1428, k. 32, p. 791a6-792cl5. 

4. Miilasarvast. Vin., T 1451, k. 21, p. 303a6-305al7 (cf. Rockhill, Life, p. 46-47). 

5. Fou kai tcheng hing so tsi king, T 1671, k. 11, p. 741b6-742a9, sutra attributed to Nagarjuna. 

The legend is represented on the balustrade of the Bharhut stupa with two inscriptions: Erapato 

ndgardja and Erapato ndgardja bhagavato vadate; cf. Bharhut Inscriptions (Corpus), p. 110, pi. 19 and 
39; A. Coomaraswamy, La sculpture de Bharhut, p. 48-49, pi. 8, fig. 25 center. It appears also on a bas- 
relief at Gandhara; Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, I, p. 505, fig. 251a. 

Prof. Waldschmidt has pointed out the complete agreement between the Bharhut sculpture and 
the Pali version of the legend. 

B. Elapatra in magical phrases. 

In the words of the earliest sources, this naga king is invoked in the case of snake bites. Three 
groups of texts are to be considered: the texts telling of the death of Upasena, Sariputra’s younger 
brother; the texts about the death of an anonymous bhiksu; a passage of the Miilasarvastivadin Vinaya. 

I. Texts about the death of Upasena. 

1. Upasenasutta, of Samyutta, IV, p. 40-41. - In a cave of the Sitavana at Rajagaha, Upasena 
was bitten by a snake. Since he had long ago eliminated notions of me and mine, the snake-bite in no 
way changed his body or his senses. Nevertheless, he caused himself to be borne up into the sky, and 
there his body was scattered like a fistful of straw ( bhusamutthi ). 

2. Hien yu king, T 202, k. 10, p. 417bl0-418a5. - Story of the death of Upasena along with a 
jataka giving an explanation. 

3. Upasenasutra of Samyuktagama, T 99, no. 252, k. 9, p. 60cl4-61b28; original Sanskrit 
published By E. Waldscmidt, Das Upasenasutra, ein Zauber gegen Schlangenbiss aus dem 
Samyuktagama, Nachrichten der. Akad. Der Wissens. in Gottingen, 1957, no. 2, p. 27-44. - Corresponds 
to the Pali Upasenasutta, but with an important addition: Informed of Upasena’s death, the Buddha 
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declared that he would not have died if he had recited certain stanzas ( gdthd) and certain magical 
syllables ( mantapada ). 

The stanzas, nine in number, express the loving-kindness ( maitri ) of the wounded one towards 
all beings in general and to eight families of snakes in particular: 1 ) Dhrtirasrtra, 2) Airavana, 3) 
Chibbdputm , 4) Kambaldsvatara, 5) Karkotaka, 6) Krsnagautamaka, 7-8) Nandopananda. 

The magical syllables are a dharanl: Otumbile, tumbile, etc. 

4. Midasarv. Vinayavibhanga, T 1442, k. 6, p. 654b28-657b22. - Corresponds essentially with 
no. 3, with the same gdthd and the same mantrapada. 

5. Souei jong tsouen tchb king, p. 773. - Same comment as for the preceding. 

II. Texts about the death of the anonymous bhiksu. 

1. Anguttara, II, p. 72-73. - At Savatthi, a bhiksu whose name is not given is bitten by a snake 
and dies. The Buddha declares that he would not have died if he had included in his loving-kindness four 
families of snake-kings ( ahirdjakula ): 1) Virupakka, 2) Erdpatha, 3) Chabyaputta , 4) Kanhdgotamaka. 
The Buddha then formulates a Paritta ‘charm’” to ward off snake bites. 

2. Vinaya, II, p. 109-110. - Same as preceding. 

3. Mahlsasaka Vin., T 1421, k. 26, p. 171al6-28. - Similar to the two preceding texts with the 
difference that eight, not four, families of snakes must be involed: 1) Dhrtirastra, 2) Tan-tch’e (?), 3) 
Airavana , 4) Chibbd, 5) Kambaldsvatara, 6) Virupaksa, 7) Gautamaka, 8) Nandopananda. 

4. Dharmagupts Vin., T 1428, k. 42, p. 870c22-871a7. Here also eight families of snakes are to 
be invoked: 1) Virupaksa, 2) K’ie-ning (?), 3) Gautamaka, 4) Chibbdmitra, 5) To-che Airavana, 6) 
Kalambaldsvatara, 7) Dhrtirastra, 8) (missing). 

All these texts propose gdthds to be recited as Paritta, but none make any mention of 
mantrapada. 

III. A passage of the Midasarvast. Vin., in Gilgit Manuscripts, III, Part 1, p. 285,1. 8-2888,1. 20. 

The hero of the story is a newly ordained monk named Svati (cf. Anavataptagatha, ed. Bechert, 

p. 158-161). Wishing to be of service to the Buddha, he went to cut wood in the forest and was bitten on 
the big toe by a snake. The physician prescribed a vile food ( vikrtabhojana ), i.e., excrement and urine of 
young calves, ash from five kinds of trees, earth taken from a depth of four fingers. The unfortunate 
Svati derived no relief from it. The Buddha was consulted and the latter, without mentioning any 
nagaraja to be conjured by these stanzas, advised Ananda to memorize and to go and recite the 
Mahdmdyurf vidyd near the sick monk. It consisted of an homage to the Buddha, the Dharma and the 
Community, followed by a dharanT: amale, vimale, nirmale, etc. Svati was cured immediately. 

C. Elapatra’s residence and treasure. 

Fa-hien (T 2085, p. 864a 10-20) locates the place where the naga Elapatra asked the Buddha 
when he would be free of his dragon form at Mrgadava in Benares, but Elapatra had his usual home in 
the north-west of India. The evidence of Huian-tsang (T 2087, k. 3, p. 884c4-12) is formal: The pool 
where the naga-king Elapatra lives is more than 70 li north-west of Taksasila. This naga is the bhiksu 
who, at the time of the Buddha Kasyapa, had torn off a caradamom ( eraka ) leaf. From then on, when the 
native people pray for rain or fine weather, they should go to the pool in question with a sramana: by 
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addressing the Naga, they are sure to see their prayers answered in the time of a finger-snap. More than 
30 li south-east of the pool, a stupa built by Asoka marks the place where, at the coming of Maitreya, one 
of the four great treasures is to appear. We may add that archeologists identify this stupa with the ruins at 
Baoti Pind (cf. Marshall, Taxila, I, 1951, p. 348). 

The four great treasures ( mahdnidhdna, mahdnidhi ) which the Buddhist tradition speaks of bear 
the names of their guardians, the catvdra maharajas caturmahdnidhisthdh (Divyavadana, p. 61,1. 1-2) or 
catvdro nidhdnddhipatayo ndgdrdjdnah (Mahavastu, III, p. 383,1. 20). According to most sources (no. 4 
and 5 below), they still exist and are used by the indigenous people on the 7 th day of the 7 th month: 

1) A stanza locates them: 

Pihgalas ca Kalihgesu, Mithildydm ca Pdndukah / 

Eldpatras ca Gdndhdre, Sahkho VaranasTpure // 

Cf. Divyavadana, p. 61,1. 3-4; Miilasarv. Vin., T 1448, k. 6, p. 25al2-15; Maitryavyakarana, T 

455, p. 426cl-4. 

2) As in 1), except that Pingala is placed at Surastra: cf. Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 44, p. 788al4- 
18; k. 49, p. 818c6-18; 819al6-17; Maitreyavyakarana, T 453, p. 421M9-22; T 454, p. 424a25-28; T 

456, p. 430al0-13. 

3) As in 1), except that Panduka is located at Bcom-brlag = Mathura: cf. the Tibetan version of 
Maitreyavyakarana, ed. S. Levi, Melanges Linossier, II, p. 384, v. 25; ed. N Dutt, digit Manuscripts, IV, 
p. 194,1. 13-14. 

4) As in 1), except that Panduka is located at Vidisa: cf. UpasakasTlassutra, T 1488, k. 5, p. 

1063.a. 

5) As in 1), except that Elapatra is located at Taksasila: cf. Mahavastu, III, p. 383,1. 18-19: 
catvdro mahdnidhayo: Samkho Vdrdnasydm, Mithildydm Padumo, Kalihgesu Pimgalo, Taksasildydm 
Elapattro. 

6) Elapatra in the northern region, at the city of Taksasila; Panduka in the land of the Kalingas 
in the city of Mithila; Pingala in the land of Vidisa, in the city of Surastra; Sankha in the sountry of KasT 
in the city of Varanasi: cf. Sutra of the conversion of the seven sons by Anathapindada, T 140, p. 862b. 

7) Treasure of gold at Gandhara, guarded by the naga Elapatra; treasure of silver guarded by the 
naga Panduka; treasure of mani at Surastra guarded by the naga Pingala; treasure of vaidurya at 
Varanasi: cf. Maitreyavyakarana, T 457, p. 434c. 

8) Simple mention of four treasures in Purvaparantasutra in the Tchong a han, T 26, k. 14, p. 

53al5. 

According to the VimalakTrtinirdesa, p. 278, the four great inexhaustible treasures 
(aksayamahdnidhdna) were also found in the house of Vimalaklrti in Vaisall. The same text compares 
the bodhisattvas as well to inexhaustible treasures. 

Daridrdndm ca satvdndm nidhdnd bhonti akusaydh / 
tesdm ddndni datvd ca bodhicittam janenti te // 

This is a well-known stanza often quoted by the Madhyamika scholars such as Santideva 
(Siksasamuccaya, p. 326,1. 5-6; Bodhicaryavatara, III, v. 9). 
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Had the Buddha been afraid, he could not have sat by himself on the lion seat ( simhasana ) at the foot of a 
tree. 

When he was about to attain supreme complete enlightenment ( anuttara samyaksambodhi ), king Mara and 
his army (send) created heads of lions (simha), tigers ( vydghra ), wolves, bears (rksa ): some had but a single 
eye, others had many eyes; some had but a single ear, others, many ears. Carrying mountains and spitting 
fire, they surrounded the Buddha on all four sides. 690 The Buddha struck the earth with his fingers ( mahim 
parahanati sma ) and in the blink of an eye, everything vanished. 691 

He guided the minds of the great asuras such as Pi-mo-tche-ti-li (Vemacitrin), 69 - 2 Che t’i p’o-na-min (Sakra 
devanam indra), Fan-t’ien-wang (Brahma devaraja), etc., and all became his disciples. 

Had he been afraid, in the middle of the great assemblies he could not have preached the Dharma. Because 
he had no fear, he was able to preach the Dharma in these great assemblies of devas and yaksas. This is 
why he is said to have no fear ( visdrada ). 

3) Furthermore, the Buddha is the most venerable and the highest of all beings. He has reached the other 
shore of all the dharmas (sarvadharmanam param gatah). Having obtained great glory (yasas), he himself 
proclaimed his vaisdradya. [243a] 

4) But let us put aside these [supernatural] qualities of the Buddha. In regard to his mundane qualities 
(laukikaguna), no one is able to attain them because he has rooted out dreadful things at their very roots. 
These dreadful things are: z) being born into a low family (mcakulajanman)', ii ) a low place of birth 
(mcajdtisthana); Hi) ugliness (, durvarnatd); iv) lacking right attitudes ( Tryapatha ); v) coarse speech 
( pdrusyavdda ). 693 

i). Birth in a low family (mcakulajanman). - Those of the sudras for example who take birth in low 
families of the eaters of dead flesh, night-soil men, chicken or pig farmers, hunters, executioners, tavern- 
keepers, mercenaries, etc. Such people are very fearful in the great assemblies. 

The Buddha himself from the very beginning (ddita eva) has always taken birth in the lineage of noble 
cakravartin kings. He was born into the families of the lineage of ‘sun kings’: king Ting-cheng (Mandhatr 


The Chinese have taken it literally and are entitled by it to institute currency of the Inexhaustible 
Treasure (won tsin tsangyuan): see J. Gernet, Les aspects economiques du bouddhisme, 1956, p. 210. 

690 See the desorption of Mara’s armies in Lalitavistara, p. 305-307. 

691 Mahavastu, II, p. 342,1. 1-2; Lalitavistara, p. 318,1. 16; Nidanakatha, p. 74,1. 23-24. The earth¬ 
touching gesture (bhumisparsamudrd) is often reproduced in Buddhist iconography. 

692 Vemacitra asurinda: see above, p. 610-612F and notes. 

693 Variation on a canonical theme (Samyutta, I, p. 93; Anguttara, I, p. 107; II, p. 85; III, p. 385): Idha 
ekacco nice kule paccdjdto hod candalakula vd nesddakule vd venakide vd rathakdrakule vd 
pukkiisakule vd dalidde appannapdnabhojane kasiravuttike, yattha kasirena ghdsacchddo labbliati; so 
ca hoti dubbanno... “Here one may be reborn in a low family, a family of outcasts, of hunters, of basket- 
makers, Cartwrights or road-sweepers, in a poor family where the food and drink is scarce, where life is 
difficult and where food and clothes are hard to get; one is ugly. 
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or Murdhata), king K’ouai-kien (Sudarsana), king So-kie (Sagara), king Mo-ho-t ’i-p ’o (Makhadeva), etc. 694 
This is why he has no fear. 

it) Low place of birth ( mcajatisthana ). - For example: 

Ngan-t’o-lo (Andhra), 695 

Cho-p ’o-li (Savara). - [Note by Kumarajlva: The Land of the Naked Ones]. 

Cho-k’ieTo (Tukhara). 696 


694 All these names appear in the genealogy of king Mahasammata listed, among other sources, by the 
Dipavamsa, III, v. 1-50, and the Mahavamsa, II, v. 1-33. On Mandhatt or Murdhata, see above, p. 930- 
931F; later, k. 73, p. 576b21. 

695 The territory included between the Godavari basin and the Kistna basin, occupied by people of 
Dravidian race and of Telugu language and called Andhradesa nowadays. The Savara are probably 
represented by the Saravalu or Saura of the Vizagapatam mountains and the Savari of the Gwalior 
territory. On the Andhra whose territory has been incessantly modified, see L. de La Vallee Poussin, 

L ’Inde aux temps des mauryas, p. 203-219 and Lamotte, Histoire du bouddhisme indien, p. 373-384. 

According to the sources mentioned above (Preface to vol. I, p. xii seq.), Nagarjuna, the 
presumed author of the Traite, lived part of his life in Andhra at Srlparvata, and had friendly relations 
with the Satavahana or even the Iksvakus who reigned over the region in the 2 nd and 3 rd century C.E. In 
that case, it is hard to see why the writer of the Traite shows so much scorn for Andhradesa by putting it 
at the top of the list of bad places to be born. 

696 The Tukharas were designated by Hiuan-tsang (T 2087, k. 1, p. 872a6) under the name Tou-houo-lo 
(formerly T’ou-houo-lo) according to Kumarajlva’s note, the land of the Lesser Yue-tche: an important 
piece of information in S. Levi, Les Tokharien, JA, 1933, p. 1-30 and commented upon by P Pelliot, 
Tokharien et koutcheen, JA, 1934, p. 23-106. 

At the beginning of the 2 nd century B.C.E., the Yue-tche were living between Touen-houang 
and the K’i lien-chan, in western Kan-sou. Towards 176 C.E., driven out of eastern Mongolia by the 
Hiong-nou, most of them turned westward and ended up reaching Ta-hia, i.e., Bactriana. Nevertheless, as 
Sseu-m Ts’ien tells us (Che-ki, chap. 123), “their other small tribes, who did not leave, settled among the 
K’iang of the Nan-chan and they are called the Lesser Yue-tche.” 

But P. Pelliot has commented rightly: “These are the Lesser Yue-tche of north-western India 
and not those remaining in the region south of Touen-houang, who should, in my eyes, be the ‘Lesser 
Yue-tche’ whom Kumarajlva says are identical with the Tukharas”. I [Lamotte] would like to add a 
comment: Kumarajlva here does not mean the Tukharas speaking a language foreign to and unaffected 
by Buddhism, not these Tukharas of “northern India in the kingdom of the Yue-tche” to which the Traite 
alludes above (p. 547F) and which it evidently considers as the second sacred land of Buddhism. 

During the first five centuries of our era, the dynasties of Yue-tche origin played an important 
role in the history of India and Iran. The Kusana built a powerful empire extending from the Oxus to the 
Ganges with Bactriana and Kabul as center and extensions into Sogdiana and Central Asia. They 
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Sieou-li (Soli, Sogdiana). 697 
Ngan-si (Arsak, Persia). 698 
Ta-Ts ’in (Mediterranean west). 

Those who are born in the border-lands (pratyantajanapada ) 699 are very frightened when they are in the 
middle of the great assemblies. 


respected and even favored the beliefs of their subjects and some of them, such as Kaniska and 
Vasudeva, became benefactors of Buddhism in the Indian portion of their territories. They were no 
strangers to it and the Buddhist texts compare the Sons of Heaven of China, the Mediterranean west and 
the Yue-tche, to the ‘devaputras of India’ (Che eul yeou king, T 195, p. 147b; P.Pelliot, La Theorie des 
Quatre Fils du Ciel, T’ouan Pao, 1923, p. 97-199;S. Levi, Devaputra, JA, 1934, p. 1-21). A Buddhist 
prediction often repeated attributes the future disappearance of the Holy Dharma to foreign kings of 
western origin, Scythian, Parthian, Greek and Tusdsa, variaint of Tukhdra (Prediction to Katyayana, T 
2029, p. Ilbl2; T 2028, p. 8c24; Asokavadana, T 2042, k. 6, p. 126c; Samyuktagama, T 99, k. 25, p. 
177c; Candragarbhasutra, T 397, k. 56, p. 377b; sources translated in Histoire du bouddhisme indien, p. 
217-222). 

697 The Sieou-li of the Traite, of the north of the Tukhara domain, are the Sogdians, the Sou-Ii of 
Hiuan-tsang (T 2087, k. 1, p. 871al 1), possessing a special scripture and a definite literature. 

698 Ng an -si (Arsak) designates Parthia proper, or Arsadian Persia, since the year 224 C.E. under the 
Sassanid dymasty. Buddhists have not hidden their scorn for the Persians (Parasrka) and their seers (the 
Mou-kia) who advised the killing of aged father and mother, the sick, and authorized sexual intercourse 
with mother, sister or a woman of one’s own gotra (cf. Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 116, p. 605cl7-22; 606al7- 
22; Kosabhasya, p. 240,1. 23; 241,1. 8; Kosavyakhya, p. 394,1. 6; T 1558, k. 16, p. 85b23-24; T 1559, k. 
12, p. 241a25-27; Nyayanusara, T 1562, k. 41, p. 576c20-22; 577all; Karikavibhasa, T 1563, k. 22, p. 
879b28-29). Besides, as the Traite will note later (k. 91, p. 705a22-23), all those born in the border-lands 
such as the Ngan-si are by nature fools and unable to be converted. 

Despite its wealth and military power, the Ta-Ts ’in, the Mediterranean west, did not enjoy a 
good reputation. 

699 At all times, Buddhists have distinguished two kinds of territories: the Central Land ( madhydesa ) 
where the religious discipline is carried out in all its rigor, and the Frontier Lands {pratyantajanapada ) 
enjoying ease and indulgences. In the early sources, the Central Land, roughly corresponding to 
Aryavarta, was limited in the east by the Pundravardhana (northern Bengal) and the city of Kacangala 
(see above, p. 170F note), to the south by the Saravati river, to the west by the villages of the 
Sthunopasthunka brahmins, to the north by the SIragiri (cf. Vinaya, I, p. 197; Dharmagupta Vin., T 1428, 
k. 30, p. 846a; Sarvastivad. Vin., T 1435, k. 25, p. 181c; Miilasarv. Vin. in Gilgit Manuscripts, III, part 
IV, p. 190, and Divyavadana, p. 21; Yeou-pou-p’i-ko-che, T 1447, k.l, p. 1053a; E. Waldschmidt, Zur 
Sronakotikarna-Legende, NAWG, 1952, p. 137). Bounded in this way, this Land included fourteen of 
the sixteen mahdjanapada recorded in the 6 th century B.C.E. (see Histoire du bouddhisme indien, p. 8-9) 
and was 500 leagues long, 250 leagues wide with a perimeter of 900 leagues; its inhabitants were 
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virtuous; noble persons, including the Buddhas, gladly chose it as a cradle (cf. Sumangala, I, p. 173; 
Jataka, III, p. 115-116; Comm, on Dhammpada, p. 248). It included seven major cities: SravastI, Saketa, 
Campa, Varanasi, Vaisall, Rajagrha and KausambI (DIgha, II, p. 146; Sanskrit Mahaparinirvanasutra, p. 
304; Tch’ang-a-han, T 1, k. 3, p. 21b; T 5, k. 2, p. 169c; T 6, k. 2, p. 185b; T 7, k. 2, p. 200c). 

In my introduction to VimalakTrti, I [Lamotte] think I was able to show that Kumarajlva and the 
Kasmir school, Nagarjuna, the author of the Madhyamakasastra, must have lived in the 3 rd century, 
between 243 and 300 C.E., and everything leads one to believe that, strictly based on these works, the 
Traite must have been produced during the 4 th century. At that time, the religious map of India had been 
transformed considerably and Buddhist propaganda had reached central Asia and China. Its spokesmen 
were not only Indians but also the foreign Yue-tshe, Sogdians and Parthians. Under the Han, during the 
second half of the 2 nd century C.E., missionaries and translators who worked at Lo-Yang consisted of a 
true mosaic of nationalities: it consisted of two Parthians, the bhiksu Ngan Che-kao and the upasaka 
Ngan Hiuan; three Yue-tche, Tche Leou-kia-tch’an (Lokaksema?), Tche Yuan and Tche Leang, two 
Sogdians, K’ang Mong-siang and K’ang kiu; and three Indians Tchou Fo-che, Tchou Ta-li (Mahabala?) 
and T’an-kouo (Dharmaphala?). 

Later, at the time of the Three Kingdoms (220-280), the Wou empire, in the Blue River basin, 
welcomed the Yue-tche Tche K’ien, the Sogdian K’ang Seng-houei and the Indians Wei-k’i-nan 
(Vighna?) and Tchou Tsiang-yen to Wou-tch’ang and Kie-ye (Nanking). The Wei enmpire in the Yellow 
River basin did not lag behind and at Lo-yang had the Indian T’an-ko-kia-lo (Dharmakala), the Sogdian 
K’ang Seng-k’ai (Dharmavarman) and the two Parthians T’an-wou-ti (Dharmastaya?) and Ngan Fa-hien 
(Dharmabhadra?). 

It is impossible that the disciples of Nagarjuna, writers of the Traite - and especially 
Kumarajlva, his official translator-annotator - were unaware of this internationalization of the Buddhist 
propaganda in the first centuries of our era. If they passed over in silence this passage on the merits of 
the foreigners with which we are here concerned, it was from an Indian reaction. From their point of 
view, the Buddhist Madhyadesa is purely Indian; the frontier regions where Aryan is not spoken are low 
places of birth ( mcajatisthana ). A list of foreign languages appears in the three versions of the Vibhasa 
which have come down to us: 1) translation by Samghabhadra made at Tch’ang-ngan in 383 (T 1547, k. 
9, p. 482cl8-21); 2) translation by Buddhavarman and his group made at Leang-tcheou in 435 (T 1546, 
k. 41, p. 306c26-29); 3) translation by Hiuan-tsang made at Tch’ang-ngan (T1545, k. 79, p. 41 Oal9-21). 
These languages are the tche-na (Chinese), cho-kia (Saka, Scythian), ye-fa-na (Yavana, Greek), ta-la-t’o 
(Dravidian), mo-lo-p’o (Mar-po, perhaps Ladakh: cf. Si-yu-ki, T 2087, k. 4, p. 890a9), k’ie-cha (Kasgar), 
tou-houo-lo (Tukhara ),po-ho-lo (Bakhla, Bactrian). 

There is some similarity between this list of foreign languages and the list of low places of birth 
presented by the Traite. 

It goes without saying that the ideas developed here lose their value if the passage under 
discussion is an interpolation attributable to an author unaware of affairs in India and leading a life of 
luxury in Kucha or in China as was the case for Kuamarajlva. This is the opinion of R. Hikata 
(Suvikrdntavikrdmin , Introduction, p. LV). 
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The Buddha himself, who was bom at Kia-p 'i-Io-p 'o (Kapilavastu), has no fear. 

iii) Ugliness (, durvarnata). - There are people whose physical form is worn-out, ruined, thin, and whom no 
one wants to look at. In the middle of the great assemblies, they too are afraid. 

The Buddha with his golden color (suvarnavarna) and his brilliance ( prabha) is like the fire that illumines 
the Mountain of Red Gold ( kanakagiri ). Having such beauty, he is not afraid. 

iv) Absence of proper bodily positions. - In their way of entering, of standing, moving, sitting or rising up, 
there are people who lack etiquette and they too are afraid. The Buddha does not have any of these defects. 

v) Coarse speech ( parusyavada ). - There are people who pronounce badly, stammer, repeat themselves and 
lack coherence. As they displease people, they have fear. 

The Buddha has no such fear. Why? The voice of the Buddha ( buddhavdc ) 700 is truthful ( satya ), gentle 
( mrduka ), continuous ( sahita ), easily understood, neither too fast nor too slow, neither too concise nor too 
prolix, without subsiding {alma), stainless ( vimala ), without bantering. It surpasses the (harmonious) 
sounds of the kia-ling-p’i-k’ie bird (kalavinka). 701 Its letter ( vyanjana ) and its meaning ( artha) are clear 
( vispasta ); it causes no harm. Free of passion ( rdga ), it is without blemish (, anupalipta ); having destroyed 
hatred ( dvesa ), it is without conflict (, apratigha ); having eliminated error ( moha ), it is easy to penetrate. 
Since it increases joy in the Dharma ( dharmarati ), it is pleasant ( premamya ). Since it opposes wrong-doing 
(dpatti), it is safety (ksema). It follows another’s mind ( paracitta) and favors liberation ( vimukti ); its 
meaning {artha) is profound ( gambhira ) and its expression {vyanjana) marvelous. Having its reasonings, it 
is logical (yukta ). Thanks to its examples {updmd), it is well-expressed. Its work over, it reviews it well. 
Since it takes into account the various minds of others, it is expressed with variety. Finally, all its words 
lead to nirvana; this is why they are of one taste ( ekarasa ). 702 

Adorning his speech in multiple and innumerable ways, the Buddha has no fear when he speaks. And if, 
thanks to these purely worldly attributes {laukikadharma), the Buddha is without fear, what can be said 
then about his supramundane attributes {lokottaradharmajl This is why it is said that the Buddha 
possesses the four fearlessnesses {vaisdradya). 


700 j n u s t that follows, the Traite is inspired in part by a topic related to “The Speech of the 
Tathagata endowed with sixty aspects” {tathdgatasya sastydkdropetd vdk), a subject appearing in the 
Tathagatacintyaguhyanirdesa (T 310, k. 10, p. 55c20-56a5; T 312, k. 7, p. 719c7-720a29) of which the 
original text is preserved in the Sutralamkara, p. 79-81 and the Mahavyut, no. 445-504. 

For other qualities of the Buddha’s voice, see Hobogirin, s.v., Bonnon (p. 133-135); Butsugo, p. 
207-208; Button, p. 215-217. 

701 A bird with melodious song, not to be confused with the kdcilindika famed for the softness of its 
down (cf. Suramgamasamddhi, p. 261 note). 

702 pf yinaya, II, p. 239; Anguttara, IV, p. 203; Udana, p. 56; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 8, p. 476cll; 
Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 37, p. 753b 1): Seyyathdpi mahdsamuddo ekaraso lonaraso evam eva ayam 
dhammavinayo ekaraso vimttiraso : “Just as the ocean has but one taste, the taste of salt, so this Dharma 
and this discipline have but one taste, the taste of deliverance.” 
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5. Why Distinguish Between the Powers and the Fearlessnesses? 


Question. - Do the ten [powers ( bala ) of the Buddha not contain the fearlessnesses ( vaisdradya )? If they 
do contain the fearlessnesses, one should not speak only of four fearlessnesses, [but of of ten]. If they also 
contain the subjects of [243b] fear, why is it said that the Buddha is endowed with fearlessnesses 
( vaisaradyasamcinvagata )? 

Answer. - One and the same knowledge (Jndna ) in ten places ( sthdna ) means that the Buddha is endowed 
with ten powers, in the same way that one and the same man who knows ten things is called after these 
things. 

When the ten powers (bala) appear and function in four places, these are the four fearlessnesses 
(vaisdradya). 

[The first power], the knowledge of things possible and things impossible (sthdndsthanajndna) and [the 
tenth power], the knowledge of the cessation of the impurities (dsravaksayajndna) constitute the first 
fearlessness [i.e., sarvadharmabhisambodhi\ and the second fearlessness [i.e., sarvasravaksaya] 
respectively. 

Although the other eight powers are extensive, it is said that they are mixed up with the third fearlessness 
[margantarayikadharmavyakarana] and the fourth fearlessness \duhkhanirodha-pratipadvydkarana\. 

Thus, although the fearlessnesses are contained in the ten powers, there is nothing wrong in speaking of 
them separately. 

6. Literal Commentary on the Vaisaradyasutra 


A. “I am fully and completely enlightened” 

I am fully and completely enlightened. - The Buddha knows all dharmas without error (vipaiydsa), fully 
(samyak) and unmistakenly, in the same way as the other Buddhas of the past. He is therefore called 
Samyaksambuddha. 

Thus the Buddha said to Ananda: “That which is unknown to the entire world with its gods and men, the 
Buddha himself knows completely: this is why he is called Samyaksambuddha.” 

But there are people who say that the Buddha does not know certain dharmas. 

Question. - Who are these people? 

Answer: In the same place, the Buddha said: A sramana, a brahmana, a deva, Mara, Brahma or someone 
else. They want to debate with the Buddha [and challenge him on his knowledge of certain dharmas]. 
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What are these dharmas? 


For some, it is the sacred texts of which the Buddha has not spoken, eighteen great holy texts: 703 heretical 
sutras, grammars (y ydkarana), arithmetical (samkhyd), Vedas, etc. 

For others, it is the weight of Mount Sumeru, the thickness of the great earth (mahaprthivi) and the total 
number of plants. 

For others, it is the fourteen difficult points to which the Buddha has not replied ( avydkrtavastu ): is the 
world eternal ( sdsvata ) or non-eternal ( asdsvata ), finite ( antavat ) or infinite (, anantavat ), etc.? 704 

For others, it is material dharmas ( rupin ) or non-material dharmas ( arupin ), visible ( sanidarsana ) or 
invisible (, anidarsana ), resistant (, sapratigha ) or non-resistant ( apratigha ), impure ( sdsrava ) or pure 
(i andsrava ), conditioned (samskrta) or unconditioned (, asamskrta ), etc. [According to them,] the Buddha 
knows only the causes and conditions of the category of things concerning the Dharma but, in regard to the 
various causes and conditions of other things, sometimes the Buddha does not know them completely. 

[In the phrase: A srdmana, brahmana, deva, Mara, Brahma, or some one else...], sramana means a monk 
who has gone forth from home ( pravrajita ); brahmana means a sage dwelling at home; deva means an 
earth deity or a deity of space; Mara is the six groups of Kamadevas; Brahma is one of the deities whose 
leader is Brahma Devaraja and also all the deities of rupadhatu; finally, some one else designates all the 
others with the exception of the previously mentioned. 

[That he is able to speak] in accordance with the truth., .i.e., being able to object correctly, with logic. 

I do not see the slightest reason to fear ...: reason (. nimitta ) means ‘grounds’. I do not see the least grounds 
for fearing that he will be able to attack me in accordance with the truth (saha dharmena). 

Seeing none, I claim to occupy the place of a-li-cha (drsam sthdnam). [Note by Kumarajlva: In the 
language of the Ts’in, Cheng-tchou, ‘Holy Teacher’]. 


B. “I have destroyed all the impurities” 

The Buddha proclaims: “1 have destroyed all the impurities ( ksfndsrava ).” If people say that he has not 
destroyed them, he is not afraid. 

What are the impurities (dsrava )? These impurities are of three kinds: i) lust impurity ( kdmdsrava ); ii) 
existence impurity (, bhavdsrava ); Hi) ignorance impurity ( avidydsrava ). 705 


^03 The eighteen great holy texts of the heretics already mentioned above, p. 48F, 92F, 637F, 639F. See 
Mochizuki, Cyclopedia, p. 2360. 

704 See above, p. 164-159F, 421F, 529F, 913F; and later, k. 26, p. 153b; k. 28, p. 266a’ k. 35, p. 321c. 

705 Majjhima, I, p. 55; Anguttara, I, p. 165; III, p. 414; Samyutta, IV, p. 256; V, p. 56, 189; ltivuttaka, 
p. 49. 
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Furthermore, the impurities are mental events ( caitasika dharma) associated with defiled minds 
(samklistacittasamprayukta ) arising in regard to the six sense organs (sadindriya). 

Finally, see the Yi-ts’ie leou-tchang king (Sarvasravasutra) which distinguishes seven kinds of 
impurities. 706 


C. “I have stated the dharmas that constitute an obstacle” 

[243c] By dharmas that constitute an obstacle to the path (dntardyika ) is meant the impure actions 
(sdsravakarman), the conflicting emotions ( klesa ) to be remunerated in the bad destinies (, durgati ) and, 
insofar as they are worldly ( laukika ), 707 generosity ( ddna ), morality ( sfla ), the observing of the ten good 
paths of action ( kusalakarmapatha ) and the enjoyment of the dhyanas of delight. In short ( samksepena ), 
everything that puts an obstacle to nirvana, whether it be good ( kusala ) or undefined ( avydkyta ) is called 
‘dharma constituting an obstacle to the path’ ( mdrgdntardyikadharma ). 


D. “The noble path indicated by me can lead to exit from the world” 

Some say that this way (pratipad) is two things: the holy concentration (dryasamddhi) and the holy wisdom 
(aryaprajha) and that these two things lead to nirvana. 

Others say that it is the path with its three elements ( triskandhaka marga ): morality (sfla), concentration 
(samddhi) and pure (andsrava) wisdom (prajna). 

Others say that it is four things: the four noble truths (diyasatya). 

Others say that it is the five supramundane faculties (lokottarendriya). 

Others say that it is the six elements leading to emancipation ( nihsaranfya dhdtu ). 708 

706 Sabbdsavasutta of Majjhima, I, p. 7 (Tchong a han, T 26, k. 2, p. 432al0; Yi ts’ie lieou cho cheou 
yin king, T 31, p. 813b5; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 34, p. 740b 1): There are impurities to be destroyed 
(dsavd pahdtabbd) by visions (dassana), by control ( samvara ), by right usage ( patisevana ), endurance 
(adhivdsana ), avoidance ( parivajjana ), elimination ( vinodana ) and meditation (bhdvand). 

7 0 7 I.e., insofar as they still constitute an attachment to the world. 

708 Digha, III, p. 247-250; Anguttara, III, 290-292; Tch’ang a han, T 1, k. 8, p. 52a8-16; 54bl-9: Cha 
nissdranfyd dhdtuyo... Nissaranam h ’etam vydpddassa yadidam mettd cetovimutti ... Nissaranam h ’etam 
vihesdya yadidam karuna cetovimutti... Nissaranam h’etam aratiya yadidam muditd vetovimutti... 
Nissaranam h ’etam rdgassa yadidam upekhd cetovimutti... Nissaranam h ’etam subbanimittdnam 
yadidam animittd cetovimutti... Nissaranam h’etam vicikicchdkathamkathdsallassayadidam asmiti 
mdnasamugghdto. 

Transl. - There are six elements leading to emancipation: emancipation from malice is 
liberation of the mind by means of loving-kindness; emancipation from harm is liberation of the mind by 
means of compassion; emancipation from sorrow is liberation of the mind by means of joy; emancipation 
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Others say that it is the seven factors of enlightenment ( sambodhyahga ). 

Others say that it is the eight members of the noble path (aryastangamarga) leasing to nirvana. 

Some scholars ( upadesdcdiya ) say that it is all the pure paths ( andsravamarga ) leading to nirvana. 

“I see not the slightest reason to fear that a sramana, brahmana, etc., can say according to the truth that that 
is not true. Not seeing anyone, I claim to occupy the drsa sthana .” 


E. “I hold the place of Holy Teacher” 

Question.- Why does the Buddha claim that he occupies the drsa sthana ? 709 


from desire is liberation of the mind by means of equanimity; emancipation from all the signs [of desire, 
matter and permanence] is liberation of the mind by means of the signless; emancipation from the arrow 
of doubt and uncertainty is complete destruction of the pride of ‘I am’. 

For the corresponding Sanskrit sources, see Dasottara, p. 77-80; Mahavyut., no. 1596-1602. 

^09 a canonical expression showing some interesting variations: 

1. In the Pali texts: dsabham thanam (asabhanthanam, dsabhatthdnam) patijanati : “He lays 
claim to the place of the bull”: cf. Majjhima, I, p. 69; Samyutta, II, p. 27; Anguttara, II, p. 8,9; III, p. 417; 
V, p. 33; VibhaAga, p. 317, 344; Patisambhida, II, p. 174. 

The commentary of Majjhima, II, p. 26 explains: Asabham thanan ti setthatthanam, 
uttamatu thanam. Asabhd vd pubbabuddhd, tesam thanam ti attho: “The place of the bull, i.e., the best 
place, the supreme place. Or else, the bulls are the Buddhas of the past and he occupies their place.” 

In the corresponding Sanskrit texts: Uddram drsabham sthdnam pratijdndti : “He lays claim to 
the noble place of the bull”: cf. fragments of the Dasabalasutra (L. de La Vallee Poussin, Documents 
sanserifs de la seconde collection M.. A. Stein , JRAS, 1911-1912, p. 1063; E. Waldschmidt, Bruchstiicke 
budd. Sutras, p. 209, 211,215; Mitteilungen des Instituts fur Orientforschung, VII, 3, 1958, p. 400); 
Avadanasataka, II, p. 105,1. 15; Kosavyakhya, p. 645,1. 31-32; Pancavimsati, p. 211,1. 5; Satasahasrika, 
p. 1448,1. 12; Bodh, bhumi, p. 386,1. 13. 

Arsabha is an adjective derived from rsabha ‘bull’. 

2. The variant drsam sthdnam partijdndti “he lays claim to the place of the Rsi” is vouched for 
by the Bodh. bhumi, p. 385,1. 15-18 (Yogacarabhumi, T 1579, k. 49, p. 569a24). As we will see, it is 
preferred by the most prominent Chinese translators and Edgerton wrongly condemns it in his 
Dictionaiy, p. 105. The Bodh. bhumi explains: Arydstdhga mdrgena labhyatvdt 
san’opadravabhaydpagatvdc edrsam ity ucyate. atmanas tadadhigamapatijndndt pratijdndtfty ucyate : 
“Faced with being attained by means of the eightfold noble path and being free of all suffering and all 
fear, this place is called ‘of the Rsi’. As he maintains that he has acquired it himself, he lays claim to it. “ 

Arsa is an adjective derived from rsi and means ‘related to the sage, archaic’. 

3. The Chinese versions of the Agamas do not come out in favor of either variant. Gunabhadra 
renders the phrase by sien fo tchou tch ’ou, ‘place of the ealier Buddhas’ (Tsa a han, T 99, k. 14, p. 
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Answer. - His own qualities ( guna ) are complete ( sampanna ) and, moreover, he makes beings find 
happiness ( sukha ) and the good (hita). 

If the Buddha obtained a pleasant abode ( sukhavihdra ) for himself but did not bring about the good of 
others, he would not occupy the arsa sthdna. 

If he brought about only the good of beings but did not fulfill his own qualities completely, he would not 
occupy the arsa sthdna either. 

But since he himself has the qualities and also brings about the good of beings, he lays claim (pratijdndti ) 
to occupy the arsa sthdna. 

Furthermore, the Buddha has destroyed evil for himself and also destroys evil for others. Destroying these 
two evils, he is absolutely pure ( paramavisuddha ). Preaching the Dharma in a wondrous way, he occupies 
the arsa sthdna. 

Moreover, the Buddha turns, explains, teaches and propagates this [wheel of the Dharma] of the four noble 
truths (dryasatya), the wheel of three revolutions ( triparivarta ) and twelve aspects ( dvadasdkdra) . 710 This 
is why he affirms that he occupies the arsa sthdna. 

Finally, as he has driven away all doubts ( samsaya ) and wrong views ( mithyddrsti ), the Buddha is able to 
answer all the most profound questions ( atigambhvra prasna). This is why he occupies the arsa sthdna. 

[Note by Kumarajlva: Arsa means absolute, supreme, very high. Not falling back, not refusing, not 
collapsing, completely fulfilling the qualities, not having any weakness is called arsa sthdna .] 


F. “In the assemblies I utter the lion’s roar” 

In the assemblies, I utter the roar of the lion. - By assemblies (parsad) is meant the eight assemblies: i) 
assembly of sramanas, ii ) assembly of brahmanas, Hi) assembly of warriors ( ksatriya ), iv) assembly of 


98al5), and Gautama Samghadeva by yu chert kien so tcho, ‘without attachment for the world’ (T 125, k. 
19, p. 645b28; k. 42, p. 776al9-20). 

On the other hand, Kumarajlva and Hiuan-tsang resolutely favor the variant drsam sthdnam : 

The former transcribes it as a-li-cha tch ’ou ( Traite , T 1509, k. 25, p. 243b25) and translates it as 
cheng-tchou tch ’ou ‘the place of the holy Teacher’ (ibid., and Pancavimsati, T 223, k. 5, p. 255b28; k. 

24, p. 395a22). The latter, resorting to the equivalence rsi = sien, translates it as to sien tsouen wei, ‘the 
place of the great immortal’ (Mahaprajnaparamita, T 220, vol. VII, k. 415, p. 81b9; Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 
31, p. 158a22; Abhidharmasamuccayavyakhya, T 1606, k. 14, p. 760c21). 

710 See Vimalakfrti , p. 107, note. 
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devas, v) assembly of Caturmaharajikas, vi) assembly of Trayastrimsa devas, vii) assembly of Mara, viii) 
Brahma assembly. 711 

Beings hope to find wisdom in the bosom of these eight assemblies and this is why only these eight 
assemblies are mentioned in this sutra. 

But the Buddha utters the lion’s roar ( simhanadam nadati) in all the [244a] assemblies. This is why this 
sutra adds: and in all the other assemblies. Why? Because those who hear the voice (ghosa) of the Buddha 
constitute all those assemblies. 

Moreover, some say: “The Buddha preaches the Dharma alone and in secret”. This is why it is specified 
that it is in these assemblies that the Buddha declares that he possesses the ten powers and the four 
fearlessnesses. Hence the phrase: In the assemblies I utter the lion’s roar. 

Finally, the Buddha declares: “I am absolutely truthful. I am the teacher of the whole world and I am 
omniscient ( sarvajna ). Let those who doubt or who do not believe come and I will explain to them.” This is 
why the sutra says: In the assemblies I utter the lion’s roar. 

The Buddha utters the lion’s roar. He is like the king of the lions ( simhardja ). 

[Prosopeia of the Buddha-lion .]. 712 - This lion-king is born of a pure race. He dwells in the deep 
mountains and great valleys. He has a square jaw, large bones and his flesh is fat and full. His head is large, 
his eyes are wide, brilliant and clear. His eyebrows are arched and pure white. His muzzle is big, heavy and 
massive. His teeth are sharp, joined, pointed, and he shows a pink tongue. His ears are pricked up high and 
his mane is striking. The forepart of his body is broad; his skin and flesh are firm. He has a long spine, a 
narrow waist and an invisible belly. He has a long tail, sharp claws and well-planted paws. He has a big 
body and great strength. When he comes out of his den, he bends and stretches his spine. Striking the 
ground with his paw, he manifests his great power. He does not let the hour of his meal pass by, he 
announces the dawn and shows the strength of the lion-king. He terrifies the deer, bears, tigers, leopards 
and wild boars. He awakens those who have been sleeping for a long time; he humbles the strong and 
powerful. He opens the way for himself by uttering loud roars. When he roars in this way, those who hear 
him are either joyful or fearful. The animals who live in holes hide; those who live in the water dive deeply; 
those who live in the mountains withdraw; the tame elephants shake off their fetters and flee in 
bewilderment; the birds fly off into the sky and, gaining altitude, disappear in the distance. 713 

The Buddha-lion is very similar. He is born into the great families of the six perfections (pdramitd) and the 
four ancient stocks of saints (aryavamsa). 1 14 He lives in the high mountain of cessation ( nirodha ) and the 
deep valley of the dhydnas and the samdpattis. The acquisition of the knowledge of all the aspects 

711 These eight assemblies are mentioned in the canonical sources: Dlgha, II, p. 109; III, p. 260; 

Majjhima, I, p. 72; Anguttara, IV, p. 307-308; Sanskrit Mahaparinirvana, p. 138, 142, 300. The lists 
show some variations. 

717 Prosopeia using canonical texts; cf. ManorathapuranT, III, p. 65-72. 

713 Cf. Anguttara, II, p. 33; Samyutta, III, p. 84-85. 

714 Dlgha, III, p. 224-225. 
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(sarvakarajnana) is his head. The accumulation of the roots of good ( kusalamula ) is his muzzle. The pure 
right vision ( anasrava samyagdrsti) is his brilliant eye. The practices of concentration ( samddhi ) and 
wisdom ( prajna) are his high wide eyebrows. The four fearlessnesses are his white sharp canine teeth. The 
unhindered liberations ( apratihatavimoksa ) are his perfect muzzle. The four right efforts 
(samyakpradhdna ) are his strong chin. The thirty-seven auxiliaries of enlightenment ( bodhipdksika) are his 
sharp teeth, joined and pointed. The practice of the meditation on the horrible ( asubhabhdvana ) is his pink 
tongue. Mindfulness ( smrti ) and wisdom {prajna) are his pricked-up ears. The eighteen special attributes 
(dvenikadharma) are his dazzling shiny mane. The three gates of deliverance (vimoksamukha) are the fore¬ 
part of his body with firm flesh. The three wonders {pratiharya ) 715 are his long spine. The perfection of the 
sciences and practices {vidydcaranasampad) is his invisible belly. Patience {ksdnti) is his narrow waist. The 
practice of solitude (praviveka) is his long tail. The four foundations of magical power (rddhipada ) are his 
well-planted paws. The five faculties ( indriya ) of the asaiksa are his sharp claws. The ten powers (bala) are 
his enormous strength. The collection of the pure dharmas {anasravadharma) is his perfect body. The royal 
concentrations of the Buddhas ( buddhasamddhirdja ) are the den out of which he comes. It is with the four 
unhindered knowledges ( pratisamvid) that he stretches out ( vijrmabhati ). It is on the earth of the dharmas 
that he strikes the paw of his unhindered liberations (anantaryavimoksa). Based on the ten powers, he does 
not [244b] let the time of saving beings pass by. It is to the entire world with its gods and men that he 
announces (the morning of deliverance). He manifests all the qualities of the king of Dharma. He terrifies 
the heretics ( tfrthika ), the scholars {upadesdcdiya) and the heterodox. He awakens to the four truths those 
who have been sleeping. He humbles the pride and haughtiness ( manastambha ) of those who are attached 
to the five aggregates ( pancaskandha ) as their self. He opens the way through the theories {upadesa) and 
wrong views (; mithyadrsti ) of the heretics {pdsanda ). Bad people (mithydcarita) are afraid and good faithful 
people (i adhimukta ) rejoice. He spurs on the lazy, he comforts his disciples and he destroys the heretics 
{tfrthika). The gods of long life {dfrghayusa) who for ages have enjoyed heavenly bliss finally recognize 
impermanence {anityatd). Thus, beings who hear the lion’s roar of the four truths all experience a mind of 
disgust ( nirvedacitta ) for the world; being disgusted, they withdraw from it; being withdrawn from it, they 
enter into nrvana. 

This is the meaning of the expression: In the assemblies, I utter the lioon ’s roar. 

Moreover, there are differences between the roar of the Buddha and the roar of the lion. 

When the lion roars, all the animals {pasu ) fear either death or the sufferings of coming close to death. 
When the Buddha roars, it is to abolish the fear of death. 

When the lion roars, he causes the fear, from age to age, of the sufferings of death. When the Buddha roars, 
he announces death in the present lifetime and the absence of all later suffering. 

When the lion roars, his voice is rough and unpleasant and nobody likes to hear it because it brings fear of 
samsara. When the Buddha roars, his voice is sweet ( mrduka ): those who hear it do not tire of it and 


715 DIgha, III, p. 220. 
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everybody is deeply happy. It is heard everywhere at a distance and can bring two kinds of happiness: i) the 
happiness of a rebirth among the gods and ii) the happiness of nirvana. 

These are the differences. 

Question. - But when the Buddha roars, it is to frighten his listeners also; how does his roar differ from that 
of the lion? 

Answer. - Those who hear the roar of the Buddha are somewhat afraid for some moments but afterwards 
are greatly benefited. 

People attached to the idea of a self (atmacittabhinivista), hoping for the happiness of this world 
(,lokasukhadhimukta ), bound by the errors ( vipaiydsa ) consisting of believing to be eternal [that which is 
not eternal], having their minds disturbed by wrong views ( mithyddrsti): these are the ones who are afraid 
[when they hear the Buddha’s preaching]. Thus it is said in a sutra: 

“When the Buddha preaches the four truths ( satya ), even the higher gods are afraid and think: ‘So we too 
are impermanent ( anitya ), full of suffering ( duhkha ), impersonal ( andtman ) and empty (sunya). As a result 
of what mistake have we believed in eternal bliss?’ ” 716 

This is the difference. 

Furthermore, all those who hear the roar of the lion are afraid except those who have renounced desire 
(vftardga). When the Buddha roars an invitation to nirvana, even those who have renounced desire are 
afraid. 

When the lion roars, the good and the bad are afraid. When the Buddha roars, only the good are afraid. 

Furthermore, when the lion roars, he frightens at all times. When the Buddha roars, he does indeed frighten 
beings a little by revealing the world’s defects for those who hope to be born there no more. But by making 
them see the qualities and advantages of nirvana, he drives away all the fears of the world, he closes the 
bad destinies ( durgati ), he opens the good path and he makes people reach nirvana. 

Finally, there are twenty reasons why the Buddha’s voice is called the lion’s roar: 1) it depends on the ten 
powers; 2) it is not too concise; 3) it is not too [244c] prolix; 4) it has the accents of Brahma; 5) it is 
wondrous ( adbhuta ); 6) it leads the great assemblies; 7) it frightens wicked Mara; 8) it throws Mara’s 
people into disorder; 9) it makes the gods rejoice; 10) it delivers one from Mara’s net; 11) it breaks Mara’s 
fetters; 12) it breaks Mara’s fish-hook; 13) it bypasses Mara’s domain; 14) it increases its own system; 15) 
it reduces others’ systems; 16) its fruit of retribution is not deceptive; 17) his preaching is not futile; 18) 
worldly people ( prthagjana ) enter into the noble Path; 19) those who have entered the noble Path obtain 


716 Slhasutta of Samyutta, III, p. 85 and Anguttara, II, p. 33: Ye pi te bhikkhave devd dTghdyuskd 
vannavanto sukhabahula uccesu vimdnesu ciratthitika te pi kho Tathdgatassa dammadesanam sutvd 
yebhuyyena bhayam samvegam santasam dpajjanti. Aniccdva kira bho mayam samdnd nice ’amhd ti 
amannimha, addhuvd kira bho mayam samanadhuv ’amhd ti amannimha, asassatd va kira bho mayam 
samdnd sassatd tiamannimha. Mayam hi kira bho aniccd addhuvd asassatd sakkdyapariydpannd ti. 
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complete destruction of the impurities (asravaksaya ); 20) according to needs, one acquires the three 
Vehicles. This is why the Buddha’s voice is called the roaring of the lion. 

In its general characteristics ( sadharanalaksana ) and its specific characteristics ( svalaksana ) this is the 
meaning of the Roar of the Lion. 


G. “I turn the Wheel of Brahma” 

I turn the Wheel of Brahma. - Because it is pure ( visuddha ), it is called ‘of Brahma’. The wisdom of the 
Buddha ( buddha prajha) and of the Dharma associated with his wisdom ( tatprajhdsamprayuktadharma ) is 
called ‘Wheel’. Because those who adopt it follow the Dharma ( anudharmam caranti ), it is a wheel. 717 

[The Wheel of Brahma ]. - This wheel has the four perfect foundations of mindfulness ( smrtyupasthana ) as 
its hub (; nabhi ). The five spiritual faculties ( indriya ) and the five strengths (bald) are its spokes ( ara ). The 
four foundations of magical power (rddhipdda ) are its solid rim ( nemi ) and the right efforts 
(samyakpradhdna ) are the joints. The three liberations ( vimoksa ) are its pegs (ant). Concentration 
(samddhi) and wisdom (prajha) are the coachman. Pure morality ( andsravasila ) is the perfume with which 
it is sprinkled. The seven factors of enlightenment ( sambodhyahga ) are the varied flowers with which it is 
ornamented. Right view ( samyagdrsti ) is its turning to the right. Purity of faith ( cittaprasdda ) is its beauty. 
Right exertion (samyagvtrya) is its speed. The fearless lion’s roar is its pleasant sound which frightens 
Mara’s wheel, breaks the twelve-membered wheel [of dependent origination] 
(dvbdasdhgapratftyasamutpada), destroys the wheel of samsara, drives away the wheel of the passions 
(klesd), derails the wheel of karma, stalls the wheel of the world and crushes the wheel of suffering. It 
brings forth the joy of the yogins and the respect of gods and men. 

No one [other than the Buddha] can turn this Wheel for it consists of the Dharma of the Buddha. This is 
why the latter declares: I turn the Wheel of Brahma. 

[The Wheel of the Buddha and the wheel of the cakravartin.] - Moreover, the Buddha turns the Wheel of 
the Dharma like the noble cakravartin king turns the jewel of the wheel. 718 

Question. - What resemblance is there between the Buddha and the noble cakravartin king? 719 

Answer. - This king is pure and takes birth in an unmixed lineage ( vamsa ). In accordance with his family 
(kula), his actions are perfect. All the physical signs (laksana) adorn his body. His royal virtues are 
complete and he is able to turn the jewel of the wheel. Anointed with perfumed water on his head 
(murdhabhisikta), he takes up his royal rank and reigns over the four continents ( caturdvTpa ). He has 
destroyed banditry so well that no one dares to oppose him. His treasury of jewels is abundant and the 
morale of his troops is raised by the presence of the seven jewels (of the cakravartin). He wins over 


717 More details will be found in Manorathapuram, III, p. 9-10. 

718 The wheel ( cakra ) is one of the seven jewels with which the cakravartin king is furnished: cf. 
DIgha, II, p. 17, 172-177. 

719 a subject already discussed above, p. 116F. 
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(samgrahavastu ) all beings by the four methods of captivating. He exercises the royal law well and 
delegates the noble families. He governs the kingdom by means of his prefects, his soldiers and his 
ministers. He loves to distribute his most precious wealth. From beginning to end, his knowledge and his 
mindfulness are unchanging. 

The Buddha, king of the Dharma, is just like that. The Buddha - Sakyamuni, Dlpamkara, Ratnapuspa, etc. - 
takes birth in the pure family of the Buddhas. He actualizes the bodily positions ( Tryapatha ) of the previous 
Buddhas. He possesses all of the thirty-two physical marks ( laksana ) that serve him as [245a] adornments. 
His attitudes as Holy Teacher (drserydpatha) being perfect, he turns the true Wheel of Dharma. He receives 
the crucial anointment with the elixir of wisdom ( prajnarasdyana ): he is the elder in the triple world 
( jyesta ). He destroys the bandits that are the conflicting emotions ( klesa ). None dare to transgress the 
precepts ( sfla ) that he has put in place; the assemblies of saiksas and asaiksas rejoice. The immense 
precious treasure of his Dharma is filled. The seven factors of enlightenment are his ornament; the eighty- 
four thousand articles of the Dharma ( dharmaskandha ) are his troops. By means of the four supraworldly 
means of captivating ( lokottara samgrahavastu), he wins over beings. He knows the skillful means 
( updya ), he peaches the Dharma of the four noble truths (dryasatya ): that is the attitude of a king of 
Dharma. Great generals ( sendpati ) such as Sariputra, 720 , Maitreya, etc., govern the Buddha’s kingdom 
well. He loves to share his most precious wealth: the pure spiritual faculties ( indriya ), the powers ( bala ), 
the [factors] of enlightenment ( sambodhyahga ). He carefully seeks for the good of beings and the 
mindfulness that he keeps is firm. 

These are the similarities. 


Furthermore, the Buddha is superior to the noble cakravartin king. 

The noble cakravartin king has not eliminated all the passions ( klesa ); the Buddha has eliminated them 
definitively. 

The noble cakravartin king is plunged in the mud (pahka) of old age (jard) and death ( marana ); the Buddha 
has come out of it. 

The noble cakravartin king is subject to the emotions; the Buddha has transcended them. 

The noble cakravartin king follows the dangerous path of samsara; the Buddha has transcended it. 

The noble cakravartin king is immersed in the shadows of error ( mohatamas ); the Buddha lives in the 
supreme light (paramdloka). 

The noble cakravartin king reigns over a maximum of four continents ( caturdvfpa ); the Buddha reigns over 
innumerable and infinite universes. 


720 Sariputra was called dharmasenapati ‘general of the Dharma’) Apadana, I, p. 29, 44; Theragatha, p. 
96), while Ananda bore the title of dharmabhandagmarika ‘treasurer of the Dharma’. 
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The noble calravartin king has at his disposal material jewels (amisaratna ); the Buddha has at his disposal 
the jewels of the spirit ( cittaratna ). 

The noble cakravartin king aspires to celestial bliss ( divyasukha ); the Buddha who has attained the bliss of 
the summit of existence ( bhavdgra ) has renounced it. 

The noble cakravartin king derives his happiness from others; the Buddha fosters happiness by his own 
mind. 

This is why the Buddha is far superior to the noble cakravartin king. 

Moreover, the noble cakravartin king whose hand turns the jewel of the wheel encounters no obstacle in 
space; the Buddha who turns the Wheel of the Dharma encounters neither obstacle nor resistance in the 
entire world with its gods and men. 

Those who see the jewel of the wheel eliminate the material poisons (visa); those who encounter the Wheel 
of the Dharma of the Buddha eliminate the poison of all the passions ( klesa ). 

Those who see the jewel of the wheel avoid calamities (vipatti) and torments (vihethana); those who 
encounter the Wheel of the Dharma of the Buddha see the calamities and the torments of all wrong views 
(mithyadrsti) and all doubts (viciktsd) disappear. 

The king with his wheel governs four continents ( caturdvfpa ); the Buddha with the Wheel of the Dharma 
governs the entire world with its gods and men and makes them obtain mastery over the Dharma 
(dharmavasita). 

These are the resemblances. 


Moreover, the Wheel of the Dharma has great superiority over the jewel of the wheel. 

The jewel of the wheel is deceptive; the Wheel of the Dharma is absolutrly truthful. 

The jewel of the wheel increases the fire of the three poisons ( trivisdgni ); the Wheel of the Dharma 
extinguishes the fire of the three poisons. 

The jewel of the wheel is impure ( sdsrava ); the Wheel of the Dharma is pure (andsrava). 

The jewel of the wheel is connected to the happiness resulting from the five objects of enjoyment 
(pancakdmaguna ); the Wheel of the Dharma is connected to the happiness of the Dharma. 

The jewel of the wheel is a basis for fetters ( samyojanasthdna ); the Wheel of the Dharma is not a basis for 
fetters. 

The jewel of the wheel has a limited domain ( mitagocara ); the Wheel of the Dharma has an unlimited 
domain (apramanagocara). 

The jewel of the wheel can be acquired from lifetime to lifetime thanks to [245b] a single purity of mind 
(cittavisuddhi) or a gift; the Wheel of the Dharma is acquired thanks to all the causes for good actions and 
the wisdoms accumulated for innumerable incalculable periods ( asamkhyeyakalpa ). 
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The jewel of the wheel no longer turns when the king is dead; the Wheel of the Dharma still keep turning 
after the Buddha’s nirvana. 

The jewel of the wheel belongs to one single person; the Wheel of the Dharma belongs to all beings 
capable of being converted ( vaineyasattva ). 

[Wheel of Brahma or Wheel of the Dharma .] - Moreover, [in the expression Brahmacakra], brahma means 
vast ( brhat ), for the Wheel of the Buddha or the Wheel of the Dharma extends everywhere in the ten 
directions. 

Furthermore, it is called the Wheel of Brahma because the Buddha teaches the four abodes of Brahma 
(brahmavihdra), because at the very beginning, when the Buddha attained enlightenment, Brahma, the king 
of the gods, invited him to turn the Wheel of the Dharma, because at Benares when the Buddha turned the 
Wheel of the Dharma and Ajnata Kaundinya obtained the Path, the Buddha voice penetrated as far as the 
Brahma heaven, or else because there are people who respect the god Brahma and want to please him. 

Question. - Sometimes the Buddha says Wheel of the Dharma, sometimes Wheel of Brahma. 721 

Answer. - There is no diffrence between Wheel of Brahma and Wheel of Dharma. However, according to 
some, we say Wheel of Brahma when it discloses the four immeasurables ( paramdnacitta ), and Wheel of 
the Dharma when it teaches the four noble truths. 

Furthermore, we say Wheel of Brahma when the path is acquired thanks to the four immeasurables, and 
Wheel of the Dharma when it is acquired thanks to some other thing. 

The Wheel of Brahma teaches the four dhydnas, and the Wheel of the Dharma teaches the thirty-seven 
auxiliaries of enlightenment ( bodhipdksikadharma ). The Wheel of Brahma teaches the path consisting of 
the practice of concentration ( samddhibhdvand), and the Wheel of the Dharma teaches the path consisting 
of the cultivation of wisdom (prajndbhdvana). 

These are the various distinctions to be made between the Wheel of Brahma and the Wheel of the Dharma. 

7. Nature and Order of the Fearlessnesses 


Question. - What is the nature ( svabhava ) of the fearlessnesses ( vaisaradya )? 

Answer. - When the Buddha attained enlightenment, he obtained all the attributes of Buddha, the powers 
(bala ), the absence of fear ( abhaya ), etc. Subsequently, he obtained the dharmas associated with knowledge 
free of fear (abhayajndnasamprayuktadharma), dharmas called fearlessnesses. 722 Similarly also [the 
dharma] associated with the four immeasurables is called maitra. 


721 See references above, p. 467F, note 2. 

722 The Kosabhasya explains, p. 414,1. 8: Jndnakrtam vaisdrdyam yujyate, na jndnam eva: 
“Fearlessness is the result of knowledge, but it is not knowledge.” 
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Question. - What is the order ( krama ) of these four fearlessnesses? 


Answer. - In the first fearlessness, the Buddha declares that he knows all dharmas 
(,sarvadharmabhisambodhi ). Since he knows all dharmas, he affirms that he has destroyed the impurities 
(dsravaksaya). Since he has destroyed the impurities, he claims to know the dharmas that are obstacles to 
the Path ( mdrgdntarayikadharma ). Since he has destroyed these dharmas that are obstacles, he preaches the 
Path (, margavyakarana ). 

Furthermore, the first fearlessness is like the master physician ( bhaisajyaguru ) in possession of all the 
remedies ( osadhi). The second proclaims the destruction of all sicknesses ( vyddhiksaya ). The third knows 
what one should abstain from. The fourth proclaims the foods that it is necessary to take. 

Finally, in the first fearlessness, the Buddha speaks of the awareness [of things] under all their aspects 
( sarvakarajnana ). In the second fearlessness, he speaks of the absence of all the passions ( klesa ) and their 
traces ( vascma). In the third fearlessness, he preaches a Dharma without deceit or fault. In the fourth 
fearlessness, he deals with things that bring one to nirvana. 


Second Section THE TEN POWERS AND THE FOUR 
FEARLESSNESSES ACCORDING TO THE MAHAYANA 


PRELIMINARY NOTE 


In the preceding chapter and in the first section of the present chapter, the Traite has spoken of the ten 
powers ( bala ) and the four fearlessnesses ( vaisdradya ) of the Buddha according to the doctrine of the 
Sutras and the Abhidharma. Now it will discuss the conceptions of the Mahayana in regard to the same 
subject. 

It will position itself successively from the absolute truth point of view (paramdrthasatya ) and the relative 
truth point of view ( samvrtisatya ). 

1. From the absolute point of view, the balas and the vaisdradyas are without distinctive natures and, like 
all other dharmas, come within the emptiness of non-existence ( anupalambhasunyatd ) in terms of which 
“dharmas, whether past, future of [present, do not exist at all" (Pancavimsati, p. 197, 1. 15-16: ye dharma 
atitdndgatapratyutpannds te nopalabhyante). 

Bala and Vaisaradya fall under the judgment of the Prajnapmaramitasutras (Pancavimsati, p. 146, 1. 9-20; 
Satasahastika, p. 839,1. 13-842,1. 17): 

“The bodhisattva does not grasp ( nopalabhate ) the atman, whatever the names by which it is designated: 
sattva, jfva, posa, purusa, pudgala, manuja, manava, kmaraka, vedaka, jdnaka, pasyaka. He does not grasp 
things, skandha, dhdtu, dyatana, or their pratTtyasamutpdda. He does not grasp the noble truths, duhkha, 
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samudaya, nirodha, marga. He does not grasp the threefold world, kdma-, rupa- and drupyadhatu. He does 
not grasp the levels of concentration, apramana, dhydna and drupyasamdpatti. He does not grasp the 
thirty-seven auxiliaries of enlightenment, smrtyupasthana, samyakpradhdna, rddhipdda, indriya, bala, 
bodhyahga and marga. He does not grasp the Buddha attributes, dasabala, caturvaisdradya, 
astbdasdvenika. He does not grasp the categories of saints, srotadpanna, sakrddgamin, anagamin, 
pratyekabuddha, bodhisattva, buddha. If he does not grasp them, it is because of their absolute purity 
(i atyantavisuddhitd). What is this purity? Non-production ( anutpdda ), non-manifestation ( aprddurbhdva ), 
non-existence ( anupalambha ), non-activity ( anabhisamskdra ).” 

2. From the relative or conventional pont of view, it is permissible to consider things and to find their 
distinctive characteristics for, just as empty space (dkdsa) does not oppose matter, so “the emptiness of 
non-existence is not an obstacle to any dharma.” 

Provided that he is not attached at all to his mind - in other words, provided that he recognizes its 
fundamental non-existence - the bodhisattva can, for the purpose of saving beings, discourse very well on 
the various attributes of the Buddha: the ten balas, the four vaisaradyas, the four pratisamvids and the 
eighteen dvenikabuddhadharmas. 

The sutras and the Hlnayana Abhidharmas make no distinction between Buddha attributes and bodhisattva 
attributes for the valid reason that the bodhisattva is a future Buddha and between the former and the latter 
there can be only a difference of degree and not of nature. 

The Prajnaparamitasutras have remained at this stage. Thus the Pancavimsati (p. 203-212), setting out to 
define the Mahayana, suggest twenty-one practices to be completely fulfilled (paripurayitavya ) or to be 
imitated ( siksitavya ). The first seventeen are dharmas of the sravaka: 1) four smrtyupasthdnas, 2) four 
samyakpradhdnas, 3) four rddhipddas, 4) five indriyas, 5) five balas, 6) seven bodhyahgas, 7) eight 
mdrgdhgas, 8) three samadhis, 9) eleven jndnas, 10) three indriyas, 11) three samddhis, 12) ten anusmrtis, 
13) four dhyanas, 14) four apramdnas, 15) four samdpattis, 16) eight vimoksas, 17) nine anupurvaviharas). 
The last four are Buddha dharmas: [18) ten tathdgatabalas, 19) four vaisaradyas, 20) four pratisamvids, 
21) eighteen dvenikabuddhadharmas ]. Nowhere is there any mention made of dharmas belonging strictly to 
the bodhisattva. 

But in a later approach, other Mahayanasutras have deemed it proper to propose, apart from these Buddha 
attributes, a series of bodhisattva attributes distinct from the preceding, but also including ten balas, four 
vaisaradyas, four pratisamvids and eighteen dvenikadharmas. 

Although the Traite presents itself simply as a faithful commentary on the Prajhdpdramitdsutra, it does not 
hesitate to borrow these lists of bodhisattva dharmas from the more recent Mahayanasutras. Its or their 
authors want to appear as knowledgable of the latest progress in scholasticism with the result that, from the 
scholastic point of view, an important Mahayanist production has been intercalated between the 
Prajnaparamitasutras and the Traite. 
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With the exception of the eighteen dvenikabuddhadharmas which the old texts do not mention, the lists of 
Buddha attributes, namely, the ten balas, four vaisdradyas and the four pratisamvids, have been fixed since 
the time of the canonical sutras ( nikdya and dgamd) and are maintained practically without any change 
throughout the later literature. 

It was not the same for the lists of bodhisattva dharmas, the elaboration of which has given room for 
hesitation and alteration. Here I [Lamotte] will examine only the Mahayanasutras with which the Traite 
was familiar and which make up its sources and I will designate them by the following: 

S = Suramgamasamadhisutra. 

V = Vikurvanarajapariprcchasutra 

A = Buddhavatamsaka. 

R = Ratnameghasutra. 

Vyut = Mahavyutpatti, dependent on the preceding ones. 


1. First list of ten bodhisattvabalas : 

S. — T 642, k. 2, p. 643a25-b3 (p. 254-255 in my [Lamotte’s] translation of the S uramgamasamadhi). - Tib. 
Trip., vol. 32, vol. 32, no. 800, fol. 330b2-4. 

V. - T 420, k. 2, p. 932cl3-27. - T 421, k. 2, p. 945b8-25. - Tib. Trip., vol. 33, no. 834, p. 263, fol. 213bl- 
214a2. 

It is this first list that the Traite will adopt here. 

2. Second list of ten bodhisattvabalas'. 

A. - T 278, k. 39, p.649c5-14. - T 279, k. 56, p. 295b29-cl0; Tib. Trip., vol. 26, no. 761, p. 84, fol. 204bl- 

8 . 

R. - T 660, k. 4, p. 301M4-17. - T 489, k. 7, p. 722b7-ll. - Tib. Trip., vol. 35, no. 897, p. 192, fol. 50b6-7. 
Vyut., no. 760-769. 


List I 

1. drdhddhydsayabala 

2. sarvasattvdparitydgabala 

3. mahdkanmdbala 

4. mahaviryabala 

5. samddhibala 


List II 

1. dsayabala 

2. adhydsayabala 

3. prayogabala 

4. prajiidbala 

5. pranidhdnabala 
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6. prajnabala 

7. samsdraparikhedabala 

8. anutpattikadharmaksdntibala 

9. vimuktibala 

10. pratisamvidbala 


6. ydnabala 

7. caiyabala 

8. vikurvanabala 

9. bodhibala 

10. dharmacakrapravartanabala 


3. List of four bodhisattvavaisaradyas: 

V. - T 420, k. 2, p. 932c27-933a7. - T 421, k. 2, p. 945b-cl0.- Tib.Trip., vol. 33, no. 834, p. 263, fol. 
214a2-8. 

R .- T 660, k. 4, p. 301M7-25. - T 489, k. 7, p. 722M1-19. - Tib. Trip., vol. 35, no. 897, p.192, fol. 50b7- 
51a3. 

Vyut., no. 782-785. 

This is the list adopted by the Traite here. 


4. List of ten bodhisattvavaisaradyas : 

A. - T 278, k. 39, p. 649cl6-650b24. - T 279, k. 56, p. 295cll-296bl7.- Tib. Trip., vol. 26, no. 761, p. 84- 
85, fol. 204b8-207bl. 


5. First list of eighteen avenikabodhisattvadharmas : 

V. - T 420, k. 2, p. 933a7-934b3. - T 421, k. 2, p. 945cl l-947b4. - Tib. Trip., vol. 33, no. 834, fol. 214bl- 
218b4. 


6. Second list of eighteen avenikabodhisattvadharmas : 

R. - T 660, k. 4, p. 301b25-cl2. - T 489. k. 7, p. 722bl9-c4. - Tib. Trip., vol. 35, no. 897, p. 192, fol. 51a3- 
51b2. 

Vyut., no. 787-804. 


7. List of ten avenikabodhisattvadharmas'. 

A. - T 278, k. 40, p. 650c4-651b21. - T 279, k. 56, p. 296b20-297bl. - Tib. Trip., vol. 26, no. 761, p. 85-86, 
fol. 207b2-210b2. 
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8. List of ten bodliisattvasamadhis : 


R. - T 660, k. 4, p. 301al 1-17. - T 489, k. 7, p. 722a7-12. - Tib. Trip., vol. 35, no, 897, p. 192, fol. 50al-3. 
Vyut., no. 737-745. 

9. List of twelve bodhisattvadharanls: 

R. - T 660, k. 4, p. 301al8-25. - T 489, k. 7, p. 722al2-17. - Tib. Trip., vol 35, no. 897, p. 192, fol50a3-6. 
Vyut., no. 747-758. 

10. List of six bodhisattvabhijnds: 

R. - T 660, k. 4, p. 301a25-28. - T 489, k. 7, p. 722al7-20. - Tib. Trip., vol. 35, no. 897, p. 192, fol. 50a6-7. 

11. List of ten bodhisattvavasitas: 

R. - T 660, k. 4, p. 301a28-bl4. - T 489, k. 7, p. 722a20-b7. - Tib. Trip., vol 35, no. 897, p. 192, fol. 50a7- 
50b5. 

Vyut.-no. 771-780. 


It may be noted that the lists of bodhisattva dharmas given here do not appear in the two oldest Chinese 
translations of the Ratnameghasutra: the Pao yun king (T658) made by Mandrasena in 503, and the Ta 
tch’eng pao yun king (T 659) made by Mandrasena and Seng k’ie p’o lo. 


[k. 25, p. 245c] 


I. THE EMPTINESS OF NONEXISTENCE 


Question. - In the Prajnaparamita it is said that [the dharmas], from the five aggregates ( skandha ) up to the 
ten balas , the four vaisdradyas and the eighteen [245c] dvenikadharmas, are all empty ( sunya ). 723 Why 
then do you distinguish the characteristics here? 

Answer. - In the Buddhadharma, the emptiness of non-existence ( anupalambhasunyata) is not an obstacle 
to any dharma. It is precisely because of the emptiness of non-existence that one can speak of the teachings 


Pancavimsati, p. 146,1. 9-20: Satasahasrika, p. 839,1. 13-842,1. 17; passage cited above, p. 1605F. 
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of the Buddha or of the twelve classes of texts (dvadasahgabuddhavacana). In the same way, it is because 
space (dkdsa) is nothing at all that everything depends on it and develops. 

Furthermore, if here we distinguish powers (bala) and fearlessnesses ( vaisdradya ), it is not that we are 
grasping characteristics ( nimittodgrahana ) or that we are attaching our mind ( cittdbhinivesa ) to them; we 
want only to save beings, for knowing that the being comes from causes and conditions 
(hetupratyayotpanna) [and is not independent] is to obtain deliverance ( vimukti ). In the same way, the 
medicinal plant ( osadhi ) is used only to cure the sickness and not at all to investigate the characteristics 
(nimitta ) of the medicinal plant. 

See what is said by the Tchong-louen (Madhyamakasastra): 

If you believe in the emptiness of dharmas 
You are in agreement with logic. 

If you do not believe in the emptiness of dharmas, 

Everything becomes contradictory. 724 


If one rejected emptiness, 

There would be nothing more to do. 

Activity would exist without being undertaken, 

One would be agent without being active. 725 

724 Madh. karika, XXIV, 14, p. 55; Tchong louen, T 1564, k. 4, p. 33a22-23: 

Sarvam ca yujyate tasya sunyatd yasya yujyate / 
sarvam na yujyate tasya sunyam na yujyate // 

Transl. J. May, CandrakTrti, p. 234: “If emptiness is logical, everything is logical; if it is absurd, 
everything is absurd.” 

The translator compares this stanza of the VigrahavyavartanT, ed. Johnston and Kunst, p. 150: 
Prabhavati ca sunyateyam yasya prabhavanti tasya sarvarthah/ 
prabhavati na tasya kimcinna prabhavati sunyatd yasya // 

S. Yamaguchi, Pour ecarter les vaines discussions, JA, 1929, p. 60. translates: “Where non¬ 
substantiality is possible, everything is possible. Where non-substantiality is not possible, nothing is 
possible.” 

For the Madhyamaka, dependent origination ( pratityasamutpada ) equals emptiness ( sunyatd) 
and, in this regard, Candraklrti, in his Madh. vrtti, p. 500, cites the well-known stanza: 

Yah pratyayair jdyati sa hy ajdto na tasya utpdda svabhdvato ‘sti / 
yah pratyayddhinu sa sunya ukto yah sunaytam jdnmati so ‘pramattah // 

“That which arises from conditions is not born really; its production does not exist as intrinsic 
nature. That which depends on conditions is called empty. He who knows emptiness is free of mistakes.” 
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This [true] nature of dharmas, 

Who then would be able to conceive of it? 
Only the pure and straight mind. 

Here words have no foundation. 726 


Eliminate the views of existence and non-existence 
And the mind will be exhausted inwardly by itself. 727 


Question. - This is how the sravaka system speaks of the ten powers ( bala ) and the four fearlessnesses 
(vaisaradya ). How does the Mahayana distinguish them in its turn? 

Answer. - An exhaustive knowledge, a universal knowledge, is contained in these ten balas and four 
vaisaradyas, and it is in this regard that the ten balas and four vaisdradyas are spoken of in the Mahayana. 


725 Madh. karika, XXIV, 37, p. 513; Tchong louen, T 1564, k. 4, p. 34M8-19: 

Na kartavyam bhavet kimcid andrabdhd bhavet kriyd / 
kdrakah sydd akurvanah sunyatam pratibddhatas // 

“There would be nothing to do; activity would exist without being undertaken; one could be 
agent without doing anything if one rejects emptiness.” 

In other words, denying emptiness is to condemn oneself to imputing a sin that he has not 
committed ( akrtdbhydgama ) to an innocent person and to considering as nothing and non-existent every 
accomplished action ( krtavuprandsa ): cf. Madh. vrtti, p. 325,. 1. 3, and note; Panjika, p. 469,1. 9; 
Mahavyut., no. 7529-7530. 

726 Madh. karika, XVIII, 7, p. 365; Tchong louen, T 1564, k. 3, p. 24a3-4: 

Nivrttam abhidhdtavyam nivrtte cittagocare / 
anutpannaniruddha hi nirvanam iva dharmatd // 

“All that can be named is destroyed if the object of the mind is destroyed. Indeed the [true] 
nature of things in unborn, not destroyed, like nirvana.” 

727 Unidentified stanza, but several centuries later, Santideva expressed himself in almost the same 
terms (Bodhicaryavatara, IX, st. 35): 

Yadd na bhdvo ndbhdvo mateh samtisthate pnrah / 
taddnayagatyabhavena nirdlambdprasdmyati // 

“When existence or non-existence no longer arise to the mind, then without any other 
alternative, the mind, deprived of object, is exhausted.” 

It is said that after having pronounced this stanza, Santideva rose up into the sky and 
disappeared. 
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Question. - But in the sravaka system it is also a question of this exhaustive knowledge, this universal 
knowledge. 728 Why does the Mahayana return to it? 

Answer. - The scholars ( upadesdcdrya ) say the following: That the Buddha cognizes in an exhaustive way, 
a universal way, was not said by the Buddha himself; it is here in the Mahayana and in regard to the ten 
balas and the four vaisdradyas that the Buddha himself declares that he cognizes in an exhaustive way, in a 
universal way. 

Furthermore, when he preaches the ten balas and four vaisdradyas to the sravakas, it is in connection with 
the four truths ( catuhsatya ), the twelve causes ( dvddasasnidana ) and other sravaka theories all serving to 
arrive at nirvana. But here in the Mahayana, when he preaches the ten balas and four vaisdradyas, it is in 
connection with great compassion ( mahdkanmd), the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas and the 
doctrine of non-arising ( anutpdda ) and non-cessation ( anirodha ). 


II. THE TEN POWERS OF THE BODHISATTVA 729 


Question. - The Buddha possesses ten powers ( bala ) and four fearlessnesses ( vaisaradya ). Does the 
bodhisattva possess them? 

Answer. - He does possess them. What are they? 

1) He makes the resolution [to reach] omniscience ( sarvajnatd ): this is the power of high resolve 
(drdhddhydsayabala). 

2) Because he is endowed with great loving-kindness ( mahdmaitrfsamanvdgata ), he possesses the power of 
not abandoning beings ( sarvasattvdparitydgabala ). 

3) Because he does not seek any benefit by way of worship (pujd ) or veneration (satkdra). he possesses the 
power of great compassion ( mahdkarundbala ). [246a] 

4) He believes in all the attributes of the Buddha and his mind never tires in order to reproduce them 
completely in himself; this is why he possesses the power of great exertion ( mahaviryabala ). 

5) He is mindful ( smrtimat ) and he conducts himself intelligently 730 and does not transgress the attitudes 
(frydpatha); this is why he possesses the power of the concentrations ( samddhibala ). 

6) He avoids the pairs of extremes ( antadvaya ), he acts in conformity with the twelve-membered 
[pratltyasamutpada], he destroys false views ( mithyddrsti ), he suppresses all thought ( manasikdra ), all 


Actually, in the definition of the ten balas, the canonical texts cited above, p. 1506F, each time use 
the word pratijdnati to insist on the exhaustive and universal nature of these knowledges. 

Here the Traite adopts the first list of 10 bodhisattvabalas already prepared by the 
Suramgamasamadhi and the Vikurvanapariprccha: see references cited above, p. 1606F. 

^0 Adopting the variant houei fling. 
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discursiveness ( vikalpa ) and all idle proliferation (prapanca ); this is why he possesses the power of wisdom 
( prajnabala ). 

7) He ripens beings ( sattvdn paripdcayati), he takes on innumerable births and deaths ( apramanani 
jatimaranany ddaddti ), he relentlessly accumulates the roots of good ( kusalamulany dcinoti ), he knows that 
the whole world is like a dream ( svapnasama ): this is why he possesses the power of being tireless in the 
voyage through transmigration ( samsdraparikhedabala ). 

8) He sees the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas; he knows that there is neither one’s self (atmari) nor 
beings ( sattva)', he is convinced ( adhimucyate ) that dharmas do not arise, are unborn: this is why he 
possesses the conviction that things are unborn ( anutpattikadharmaksdntibala ). 

9) He has passed through the gates of liberation ( vimoksamukha ), namely, emptiness ( sunyatd), 
signlessness (dnimitta ) and wishlessness (, apranihita ); he knows and sees the liberation of the sravakas and 
pratyekabuddhas: this is why he possesses the power of deliverance ( vimuktibala ). 

10) He has mastery over the profound dharmas ( gambhiradhannavasita ), he knows the wanderings of the 
mind and the behavior of beings ( sattvavittacaritragati ): this is why he possesses the power of the 
unhindered knowledges ( pratisamvidbala ). 

These are the ten powers of the bodhisattva. 


III. THE FOUR FEARLESSNESSES OF THE BODHISATTVA 757 


What are the four fearlessnesses ( vaisaradya ) of the bodhisattva? 

1) He retains all that he has heard ( sruta ), he possesses the dharams and he suffers no loss of memory 
(smrtihdni): this is why [he possesses] the fearlessness of preaching the Dharma in the assemblies ( parsatsu 
dharmanirdesavaisdradya). 

2) He has obtained liberation in all things ( sarvadarmesu vinmkti), he distinguishes, cognizes and uses all 
the remedies of the Dharma ( dharmabhaisajya ) and he knows the spiritual faculties ( indriya ) of all beings: 
this is why he possesses the fearlessness of preaching the Dharma as is suitable in the great assemblies 
{mahaparsatsu anukuladharmanirdesavaisdradya). 

3) Having driven away every fear definitively, the bodhisattva never asks if there is anyone in the ten 
directions who could come and make objections ( codana ) to him and to whom he would be unable to 
answer. Not seeing any reason to fear that, he possesses the fearlessness of preaching the Dharma in the 
great assemblies. 


731 Resuming the definitions already given above, p. 339F, the Trade here adopts the list of the 4 
bodhisattvavaisdradyas from the Vikurvanarajapariprcha and the Ratnamegha, a list also repeated in 
Mahavyutpatti: see references above, p. 1607F. 
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4) He allows everyone to come and question him, and to each question he replies without the slightest 
hesitation ( samsaya ): this is why he has the fearlessness of preaching the Dharma in the great assemblies. 

These are the four fearlessnesses of the bodhisattva. 


Third Section THE FOUR UNHINDERED KNOWLEDGES ( P 1614F) 


PRELIMINARY NOTE 


The pratismvids, literally ‘special knowledges’, in Pali , patisambhida, in Tibetan so soyaii dag par rig pa, in Chinese 
ngai kiai, wou nagi tche, wou, ngai pien, ‘explanations, knowledges or unhindered speech’ are the unimpeded, 
unfailing knowledges ( asaktam avivartyam jnanarn) that make a good preacher. 

The pratisamvids are four in number: 

1. Arthapratisamvid: knowledge of the thing designated ( bhasitartha ) or more precisely, knowledge of its self-nature 
(svalaksana): for example, knowing the thing designated by the word ‘earth’ the intrinsic nature of which is solidity. 

2. Dharmapratisamvid: knowledge of the designation ( bhasitadharma ), or the names ( ndman ), phrases ipada), 
syllables ( vyanjana ) used to designate the thing: for example, knowing that the name ‘prthivf serves to designate the 
earth. 

From the Buddhist perspective, dharma respresents the teaching ( desanadharma ), the word of the Buddha having nine 
or twelve members: sutra, geya, vyakarana, etc., and especially the eight-membered Path ( astangamarga) that 
constitutes its essence. 

3. Niruktipratisamvid: knowledge of vocal expression (vac, adhivacana). It is not enough to know the word in 
abstracto , but it is also necessary to express it with the appropriate number (singular, dual, or plural), gender 
(masculine, feminine, neuter) and case, taking account of its etymology. All of this varies according to the language 
used so that, considering everything, niruktipratisamvid is none other than the knowledge of languages. 

4. Pratibhanapratisamvid : knowledge of elocution or, more simply, eloquence. This is the ability to speak in a precise 
and easy way (yuktamuktaprtibhdna) resulting from mastery in regard to the Path (margavasita) and unfailing 
attentiveness. 

The pratisamvids are inseparable: the person who possesses one possesses all of them. On the other hand, they are the 
same in all, although realized to varying degrees. Thus, there is no way to make distinctions between the pratisamvid of 
the sravaka, the bodhisattva or the Buddha if this is not in the mind or intention governing their practice. 

It is often a question of the pratisamvids in the canonical and scholastic literature, but the definitions given are rather 
rare and often divergent. Here I [Lamotte] will mention a few particularly interesting texts: 
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1) In the Nikayas and the agamas: Anguttara, I, p. 24,1. 29; II, p. 160; III, p. 113, 120; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 21, p. 
656c26-657al7; Mahaniddeaa, I, p. 234; Patisambhlda, I, p. 88, 119, 132; II, p. 150, 157-158, 185, 193. 

The Buddha accepts that bhiksus can have the pratisamvids and gives Mahakausthila as an example. But Sariputra, the 
wisest of all, held them in only a limited way ( odhiso ) and in a manner of speaking ( vyanjanaso ); in these conditions, 
those who wish clarifications should speak to the Buddha rather than to him. 

2) In the Pali Abhidhamma: Vibhanga, p. 293-305, commented on in Visuddhimagga, ed. Warren, p. 372-376 (transl. 
Nanamoli, p. 485 seq.). The theory is well summarized in a note appearing in the appendix to Points of Controversy, p. 
379-381). 

3) In the Sarvastivadin Abhidharma and sastras: Prakranapada, T 1542, k. 5, p. 712b 11-12; Jnanaprasthana, T 1544, k. 
18, p. 1018b; Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 180, p. 903c-906b; Kosa, VII, p. 89-94; Kosabhasya, p. 418-421 (very clear 
explanation); Abhidharmadlpa, p. 393. 

4) In the Mahayanasutras: for example Pancavimsati, p. 211, 1. 15-16; Satasahasrika, p. 1449, 1. 18-21; Dasabhumika, 
p. 77. - Brief commentary in Aloka, p. 455,1. 25 seq. 

5) In the Vijnanavadin treatises: Sutralamkara, p. 138-139; Samgraha, p. 293, with commentary as note; Bodh. bhumi, 
p. 258,1. 4-17; Abhidharmasamuccayavyakhya, T 1606, p. 759b23-cl6; Siddhi, p. 652. 

I. THE PRATISAMVIDS ACCORDING TO THE ABHIDHARMA 


The four pratisamvids ‘unhindered knowledges’ are: i) arthapratisamvid [bearing on the thing designated 
or bhdsitdrtha ], 732 ii ) dharmapratisamvid [bearing on the designation or bhdsitadharma ], Hi) 
niruktipratisamvid [bearing on vocal expression or nirukti ], tv) pratibhdnapratisamvid [bearing on 
elocution or pratibhdna]. 133 

1. Arthapratisamvid 


732 jL r ih a has several meanings, but in the expression arthapratisamvid it means thing and not meaning 
or signification. However, out of long habit, the better Chinese translators, such as Kumarajlva and 
Hiuan-tsang. render it as yi. notion of a thing, idea, signification (in English, meaning, purport, 
interpretation). Without being so presumptuous as to try to correct these virtuosos of Chinese Buddhism, 
I [Lamotte] would prefer to read the character king, sometimes used by Hiuan-tsang to translate artha 
taken in the meaning of visaya, ‘object’ (e.g., in his translation of the Kosa, T 1558, k.l, p. 2b7, 
corresponding to Kosabhasya, p. 5,1. 20). 

733 The Traite will put forward here the Abhidharmikas’ definitions for the main part: cf. Vibhanga, p. 
293,1. 4-6; Visuddhimagga, ed. Warren, p. 372,1. 29-52; Vibhasa citing the Prakaranapada, T 1545, k. 
180, p. 904a8-13; Kosabhasya, p. 419,1. 17-18; Nyayanusara, T 1562, k. 76, p. 751a2 seq; 
Abhidharmadlpa, p. 393,1. 6-12; Aloka, p. 455,1. 25 seq. 
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The pratisamvid of the designated thing. - Things ( vastu) expressed with the help of names ( naman ) and by 
the voice {vac) each have their own nature ( laksana ): for example, the nature solidity 
(, khakkhatalaksana ). 734 

In this example, the solid nature {khakkhatalaksana) of the earth ( prthivi) is the artha ’the thing 
designated’; the name {naman) ‘earth’ is the dharma ‘designation’; to say ‘earth’ using the voice {vac) is 
the nirukti ‘expression’; the ease of speaking {muktabhipapita) , the mastery {vasitva) over these three kinds 
of knowledge is the pratibhana ‘elocution’. Penetrating these four things without difficulty constitutes the 
pratisamvid ‘unhindered knowledge’. 

The solidity {khakkhatatva) characterizing earth {prthivi i), the moistness {daratva) characterizing water 
{ap), the heat {usnatva) characterizing fire ( tejas ), the movement {franatva) characterizing wind ( vdyu ), the 
intelligent nature of the mind ( citta ), the impermanent {anitya) painful {duhkha) and empty {sunya) nature 
of the five aggregates of attachment (pahcopaddnaskandha ), the non-self nature {andtmaka) of all dharmas, 
those are general characteristics [246b] {sdmanyalaksana) and specific characteristics {svalaksana). 
Distinguishing them in this way is called arthapratisamvid ‘unhindered knowledge of the [designated] 
thing’. 

2. Dharmapratisamvid 


The pratisamvid of designation. - Knowing the name {naman) of the thing {artha), knowing that solidity is 
called earth {prthivi ) and having no difficulty in distinguishing all the names of this type, is called 
dharmapratisamvid ‘unhindered knowledge of the designation’. 735 


^34 The object of arthapratisamvid is the artha for the Vibhanga, the Kosa and the Nyayanusara; the 
paramdrtha for the Vibhasa; the dharmalaksana for the Aloka. We can say with the Traite that it is the 
real thing, constituted by its own nature and capable of being designated. 

7^5 The object of dharmapratisamvid is the dharma [taken in the sense of desand] for the Vibhasa; the 
paiydya ‘preaching’ for the Aloka; the naman for the Nyayanusara; the ndma-pada-vyanjana-kdya 
‘groups of names, phrases and syllables’ for the Vibhasa and the Kosa. It is a question therefore of a 
knowledge bearing upon the designation, the preaching. But in the Buddhist perspective, this 
designation, this preaching, is limited to the speech of the Buddha. This is why the Vibhanga, p. 294,1. 
22-24, specifies: Idha bhikkhu dhammam jdndti suttam geyyam veyydkaranam gmatham uddnam 
itivuttakam jdtakam abbhutadhammam vedallam: ayam vuccati dhammapatisambhida. 

This is all well summarized in the definition in the Abhidharmadlpa (l.c.): 
Dvddasdhgasamgrhitesu vaksyamdndrthasambandhisu vivaksitesu ndmakdyddisu yad avivartyam 
jhdnam sd dharmapartiasamvid: “The unfailing knowledge of the groups of names, etc., contained in the 
twelve-membered [speech of the Buddha] referring to things to be expressed and brought into discussion 
is the dharmapratisamvid .” 
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Why? Because the thing is not grasped separately from the name ( naman ) and one can recognize the thing 
only by the name. This is why the designation ( dharma ) comes immediately after the thing ( artha ). 

Question. - Is the thing {artha) joined with the name {naman) or separate from the name? 736 If it were 
joined with the name, we would burn our mouth by saying “fire”. If it were separate from the name, we 
would get water by saying “fire”. 

Answer. - The thing is neither joined with nor separate from the name. Out of convention ( samvrti ), the 
ancients fixed the names designating things, and their descendants, thanks to these names, recognized 
things. Thus for each thing there is a name called dharma [here]. 

3. Niruktipratisamvid 


But what has to be done in order that beings can obtain the consciousness of this name {naman) and this 
thing {artha)? Recourse must be made to expressions {nirukti), to various ornamentations, so that people 
can comprehend them. 737 Penetrating these processes without difficulty is called niruktipratisamvid 
‘unhindered knowledge of expression’. 

4. Pratibhanapratisamvid 


^36 a problem already asked by Plato at the beginning of the Cratylus (3 83A) and which preoccupied 
the sophists of his time: do words have a natural pertinence - which Cratylus, a disciple of Heraclitus, 
maintains, or, as Hermogenes would have it, are they due to convention? On this subject, see Leroy, 
Etymologie et linguistique chez Platon, Bull. Cl. Lettres de l’Ac. Roy. De Belgique, LIV, 1968, p. 121- 
152. 

737 Niruktipratisamvid has as object the atthadhammaniruttabhilapa ‘the expression of language 
relating to the thing designated and to the designation’ according to the Vibhanga; the vac ‘voice’ 
according to the Vibhasa, the Kosa and the Nyayanusara; the janapadabhdsd ‘the speech of the region’ 
according to the Aloka. 

By voice the Kosabhasya, p. 410,1. 17-18 means the [correct] expression of singular, dual, 
plural, masculine, feminine, etc. {ekadvibahustripurusadyadhivacan). But nirukti also means the 
etymological explanation {nirvacana): for example rupyate tasmdd rupam. 
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If the speech ( abhildpa ) is provided with logic (nydyd), if the account (prakdsana ) is inexhaustible and also 
if the orator has obtained mastery over the concentrations ( samddhivasitd), there is then an ease [of speech] 
called pratibhdnapratisamvid ‘unhindered knowledge of elocution.’ 738 

5. Levels, knowledges and types of pratisamvid 


1) The first and the fourth pratisamvid occur in nine levels: [kamadhatu, four dhyanas and four samapattis]. 

The second and third pratisamvid occur in kamadhatu and the four Brahma heavens, [i.e., in the four 
dhyanas]. 739 

2) The second and third pratisamvid are worldly knowledges ( samvritjndna ). 

The first pratisamvid is ten knowledges ( dasajndna ). 

The fourth pratisamvid is nine knowledges [by excluding the knowledge of cessation of suffering 
( nirodhajnana )]. 740 


738 p or t p e vibhasa, the Kosa and the Nyayanusara (l.c.), pratibhdnapratisamvid is the knowledge of 
correct and easy elocution and of mastery in regard to the path ( mdrgavasita ), which presupposes that the 
orator has mastery over the concentrations. 

739 Cf. Kosabhasya, p. 418-419: Sdpunar arthapratisamvid sarvabhumika... Dharmapratisamvid 
pahcabhumikd kdmadhdtucaturthadhydnasamgrhTtd, urdhvam ndmakdydbhdvdt... Niruktipratisamvid 
kamadhatuprathamamadhydnabhumika, urdhvam vitarkdbhdvdt... Sarvabhumika 
[pratibhanapratisamvit] kdmadhdtau ydvad blmvdgre vdhmdrgayor anyatardlambandt. - “The 
arthapratisamvid arises in all the levels... The dharmapratisamvid is in five levels, in kamadhatu and the 
four dhyanas; the ndmakdya is absent above [and consequently the pddakdya and vyahjanakdya also]... 
The niruktipratisamvid had the kamadhatu and the first dhyana as levels; vitarka is absent above... The 
pratibhdnapratisamvid is in all the levels from kamadhatu to bhavagra, since it has as object either the 
voice or the Path.’’ 

But according to the information of the Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 180, p. 904a25-b2, this opinion is 
not unanimous. 

740 Kosabhbhasya, p. 418-419: Dharmaniruktipratisamvidau samvrtijndnasvabhdva 
ndmakdyddivdgdlambanasvabhdvatvdt... Arthapratibhdnasamvit [should be corrected to: 
arthapratisamvit] sarvadharmds ced artha dasa jhdndni, nirvdnam sadjndndni dharmdnvayanirodha- 
ksaydnutoddasamvrtijhdndni... Navajndnasvabhdvdpratibhdnapratisamvid anyatta nirodhajndndt. - 
“The dharma- and the niruktipratisamvid are conventional knowledge because they have as object the 
ndmakdyas, etc., and the voice... The arthapratisamvid , if by artha is meant all dharmas, is ten 
knowledges; but if by artha is meant nirvana, it is six knowledges: dharma, anvaya, nirodha, ksaya, 
anutpdda and samvrtijhdna. The pratibhdnapratisamvid is nine knowledges, excluding the 
nirodhajiidna .” 
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3) The pratisamvids are higher ( agra ), middling (; madhya ) or lower ( avara ): higher among the Buddhas, 
middling among the great bodhisattvas, lower among the great arhats. 

Question. - The balas , the vaisdradyas and the pratisamvids are all knowledges (jndna ). Having the balas 
inwardly and the vaisdradyas outwardly would be complete ( paripurna ). Why speak further of the 
pratisamvids ? 

Answer. - The balas and the vaisdradyas have been explained. There are people who, while fearlessly 
preaching the Dharma in the great assemblies, still have hesitations. 741 This is why particularly the 
pratisamvids are spoken of. The pratisamvids ‘adorn’ the vaisdradyas and the vaisdradyas adorn the balas. 

Moreover, when we speak of the vaisdradyas, some people have doubts and ask how anyone would not 
experience any fear in the great assemblies. But the Buddha first experiences the ten balas and finally the 
four pratisamvids. This is why, in the great assemblies, he has no fear of preaching the Dharma. 

This completes the explanation of the four pratisamvids. 


II. THE PRATISAMVIDS ACCORDING TO THE MAHAYANA 


Question. - Are there also four pratisamvids of the bodhisattva in the Mahayana? 
Answer. Yes. 742 They are as follows: 

1. Arthapratisamvid 


Pratisamvid of the thing designated. - The thing designated ( artha ) is the true nature (bhutalaksana) of all 
dharmas, which is inexpressible ( anabhildpya ). 

The thing designated {artha), the name ( ndman ) and the voice {vac) are not different {abhinna), and this is 
so at the beginning (ddau), at the end {paiyavasdna) and in the middle {madhya)'. that is the artha. 143 Apart 
from name {ndman) and voice (vdc), there can be no artha. It is as a result of the identity of the three things 
(vastutrayasamatd) that there is artha. 


See also Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 180, p. 904bl4-23, which mentions other opinions also. 

741 Hesitations about their capacity to preach the Dharma. 

742 Note that, in contrast to the balas and the vaisdradyas, the pratisamvids of the Buddhas, the 
bodhisattvas and the sravakas bear the same names but are practiced in a different spirit. 

743 This is not a theory on the nature of language. If the word is mixed up with the thing, it is not that it 
is naturally tied to it, but because, from the point of view of the true nature of dharmas, words and things 
are alike empty and non-existent. 
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Furthermore, knowing clearly and penetrating without difficulty the [246c] reality ( artlia ) of all dharmas is 
called arthapratisamvid ‘unhindered knowledge of the thing designated’. 

2. Dharmapratisamvid 


Pratisamvid of designation. - The designation ( dharma ) is applied to things ( artlia ) because the name 
(ndman) serves to make known the thing ( artha ). 

Furthermore, having entered into the dharmapratisamvid, the bodhisattva always believes the [authentic] 
teaching but does not believe in the person who is teaching ( dharmdya sraddhadhdti na tu pudgale 
sraddadhdti ); 744 he takes refuge in the truth and does not take refuge in error (, dharmapratisarana na tv 
adharmapratisaranah). Taking refuge in the truth, he is free of error. Why? Because he knows that the 
person (pudgala ), names ( ndman) and speech (vac) are without intrinsic nature ( svalaksanahita ). 

Finally, by this pratisamvid, the bodhisattva distinguishes the three kinds of Vehicles (ydnatraya), but 
while distinguishing them, ‘he does not contradict the fundamental element ( dharmadhdtum na 
vilomayati ).’ 745 Why? “Because the fundamental element has but a single nature, namely, the absence of 
nature” ( dharmadhdtur ekalaksano yadutdlaksanah). 746 The bodhisattva who uses his voice (vac) to preach 
the Dharma knows that the voice is empty (sunya) like an echo ( pratisrutkdsama ). 7 The Dharma that he 
preaches to beings leads them to believe and recognize one and the same fundamental element 
(dharmadhdtu). 

Penetrating the names (ndman) and voices (vac) to be uttered deeply and without difficulty, that is 
dharmapratisamvid ‘unhindered knowledge of the designation’. 

3. Niruktipratisamvid 


Pratisamvid of expression. - Using the voice (vac), the bodhisattva expresses names (naman) and things 
(artha). Adorning his discourse in various ways (ndndprakdrena) and in harmony with the needs of the 


744 According to the Sutra of the four refuges (catvdri pratisarandni ): dharmapratisaranena 
bhavitavyam napudgalapratisaranena. See above, p. 536-539F. 

745 According to the Sutra of the four great teachings (mahdpadesa) where it is said, more or less, in 
the Sanskrit version (Mahayanasutralamkara, p. 4; Panjika, p. 431): Buddhavacanasyedam laksanamyat 
sutre ‘vatarati vinaye samdrsyate dharmatdm ca na vilomayati. - “The characteristic mark of the Word 
of the Buddha is that is is found in the Sutra, appears in the Vinaya and does not contradict the nature of 
things.” - For detail see: La critique dans le bouddhisme, India Antiqua, Leyden, 1947, p. 218-222. 

746 See references in footnote 74 above. 

747 Comparison developed at length in Vimalakvrti, p. 148-149 and Suramgam as am ddh i. p. 188-189. 
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circumstances, he makes beings find an understanding of all languages ( nirukti ): the language of the devas; 
the languages of the nagas, yaksas, gandharvas, asuras, garudas, mahoragas and other amanusyas; the 
languages of Sakra, Brahma, Caturmaharajika and other lords of the world, human languages; one 
language, two languages, or several languages; concise or prolix language; language of women or language 
of men; languages of the past, the present or the future. He causes everybody to understand all these 
languages and that there is no disharmony between one’s own language and that of others. 

How is that? The totality of things is not in language; language is not a true reality. If language were a true 
reality, it would be impossible to express evil by way of good words. It is solely in order to lead people to 
nirvana that the bodhisattva speaks in a way that he can be understood, but without being attached to 
speech. 

Finally, the bodhisattva uses speech so that beings may act in accordance with the authentic teaching 
(i dharma ) and reality ( artha ). His discourses all aim at the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas. That is 
called niruktipratisamvid ‘unhindered knowledge of expression’. 

4. Pratibhanapratisamvid 


Pratisamvid of elocution. - In a single phoneme (aksara) the bodhisattva can express all the phonemes; in a 
single word ( ghosa ), he can express all words; in a single dharma, he can express all dharmas. 748 
Everything that he says is Dharma, is true, is real, and also useful, since it is adapted to beings to be 
converted ( vaineya ). 

To those who like sutras, he preaches sutras; to those who like geyas, he preaches geya s; to those who like 
vyakaranas, he preaches vyakaranas', to those who like gdthds, udanas, niddnas, avaddnas, ityuktas, 
jdtakas, vaipulyas, adbhutadharmas or upadesas, he preaches all these texts. 

He adapts himself to the spiritual faculties ( indirya ) of beings in order to preach to them: if they like faith, 
he preaches them the faculty of faith [241a](sraddhendriya); if they like exertion, he preaches to them the 
faculty of exertion ( vTryendriya ); if they like mindfulness, he preaches to them the faculty of mindfulness 
( smrtymdriya ); if they like concentration, he preaches to them the faculty of concentration 
( samadhindriya ); if they like wisdom, he preaches to them the faculty of wisdom ( prajnendriya ). And he 
does likewise for all the roots of good ( kusalamula ) as he does for these five faculties. 

Moreover, there are 21,000 faculties ( indriya ) of passionate people ( rdgacarita ) and it was on this subject 
that the Buddha preached the 84,000 topics of the Dharma (dharmaskandha) as counteragents. 749 In regard 


748 Dasabhumika, p. 77: Sai~vadharmaprajhaptyavyavacchedena dharmam desayati. 

749 On these 84,000 (or 80,000) dharmaskandhas preached by the Buddha, see Histoire du bouddhisme 
indien, p. 155, 162-163. They serve to cure the four groups of 21,000 beings dominated by lust (rdga), 
hatred ( dvesa ), ignorance ( moha ) or a mixture of the three, respectively: cf. Kosa, I, p. 47; Nyayanusara, 
T 1562, k. 3, p. 346c; Satyasiddhisastra, Y 1656, k. 9, p. 314a. 
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to these faculties, the bodhisattva speaks about the series of counteragents (pratipaksadharma ): this is his 
‘elocution’ ( pratibhdna ). 

There are 21,000 faculties of the hateful person ( dvesacarita ), etc. 

There are 21,000 faculties of the foolish man ( mohacarita ), etc. 

There are 21,000 faculties of the person with mixed passions, and on this subject the Buddha preached the 
84,000 topics of the Dharma that counteract them: this is his ‘elocution’. 

This is what is called pratibhanapratisamvid ‘unhindered knowledge of elocution’. 

Furthermore, using this pratisamvid, during the course of a kalpa or half a kalpa, the bodhisattva adorns his 
preaching of the Dharma ( dharmanirdesa ) but ‘does not contradict the nature of the fundamental element’ 
(dharmadhdtum na vilomayati ). 

Sometimes this bodhisattva hides and becomes invisible, but preaches the Dharma through all his hair- 
pores ( romakupa ), 750 and, while adapting himself to the needs [of beings to be converted], he does not fail 
in his original practices ( purvacarya ). 

The wisdom (prajna) of the bodhisattva is immense: no scholar ( upadesdcdiya ) is able to exhaust it or, 
even less, destroy it. 

When, in possession of this pratisamvid, the bodhisattva transforms himself and takes on rebirths, he 
spontaneously and completely understands (svatah samjamte) the holy texts ( sutra ), the mantras, the 
knowledges {jndna ) and the arts ( kald) possessed by sages having the five supranormal powers 
( pancdbhijndrsi ): for example, the four Vedas, the six Vedangas, the Atharva, the [Jyotiska] dealing with 
the sun, the moon and the five planets, oniromancy [??], earthquakes, the language of the yaksas, the 
language of birds, the language of hands, 751 the language of quadrupeds and of people possessed by 
demons, divination, abundance or famine, struggle against the sun, the moon and the five planets, 
pharmacology, calculus, spells, scenic plays, music. The bodhisattva knows deeply and penetrates poetry, 
the arts, the treatises of this kind better than anyone, better than the heretics, but he is not at all boastful and 
troubles no one. He knows that these ordinary sciences do not serve for nirvana. 

Because this bodhisattva is endowed with the four pratisamvids, his beauty, his power, his brilliance 
surpass those of the Brahmas. The Brahmas honor him, love him and respect him, but his mind is detached 
(i asakta ), Respected and honored by all these gods, he is without attachment. He produces only the ideas of 
impermanence ( anitya ), of suffering ( duhkha ), of emptiness ( sunya ) and of non-self ( andtman ). By means 
of his supranormal powers ( abhijnd) he encourages the gods, leads them to aspire ardently and preaches 
them the Dharma inexhaustibly [247b] and impeccably. He destroys their doubts and establishes them in 
‘anuttard samyaksambodhi 

According to the Mahayana, this is the power of the four pratisamvids of the bodhisattva, a power capable 
of saving beings, This is the meaning of the four pratisamvids. 

750 Dasabhumika, p. 80: Sarvaromakupebhyo ghosdn niscdrayati. 

751 Adopting the variant cheou yu. 
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CHAPTER XLI: THE EIGHTEEN SPECIAL ATTRIBUTES 

OF THE BUDDHA 


PRELIMINARY NOTE 

I. THE EIGHTEEN AVENIKADHARMAS OF THE BUDDHAS 


By special attributes (avenikadharma ) we mean the attributes possessed by the Buddha alone which are not 
shared with others. 

As far as we know, they do not appear in the old canonical sutras except for the Chinese translation of the 
Brahmayuhsutra of the Madhyamagama by Tche K’ien (T 76, p. 885b 17-18). 

On the other hand, eighteen avenikabuddhadharmas, the details of which are not given, are frequently 
mentioned in the Hmayanist post-canonical literature and the Mahayanasutras. Most often they are cited 
equally with the ten balas and the four vaisaradyas to which other categories of attributes came to be 
added, such as the three vidyds , the four pratisamvids, mahamaitri, mahakaruna, the sarvajnanas, etc. 

In the Hlnayana literature, see: Lieou tou tsi king, T 152, k. 7, p. 43b5-6;P’ou sa pen hing king, T 155, k. 1, 
p. 108c25; Hien yu king, T 202, k. 10, p. 418c29-419al; k. 12, p. 433a9; Tsa pao tsang king, T 203, k. 10, 
p. 496bl6; Abhiniskramanasutra, T 190,k. 47, p. 871a2-3. 

In the Mahayanist or semi-Mahayanist literature, see: Lalitavsitara, ed. Lefmann, p. 5, 1, 2; 403, 1. 2; and T 
186, k. 7, p. 528c28; T 187, k. 5, p. 565M6-17;; k. 8, p. 585a22-23; k. 11, p. 605b8-9, 61 lb6; 
Pancavimsati, T 223, k.l, p. 219al7-19; k. 2, p. 228al9-20; k. 4, p. 243a22-23; k. 7, p. 266cl7-19; k. 9, p. 
285cl8-20; k. 17, p. 345cl9-20; k. 23, p. 384a25-26, and many other Mahayanasutras. 

The Pali texts, with the exception of those of late date, are practically silent about the Buddha’s dvenikas, 
but the Milindapanha should be mentioned which three times notes (p. 105, 216, 285) the 18 attributes of 
the Buddha ( attdrasabuddhadahmmd) without, however, giving any further explanations. 

When the sources do detail the 18 dvenikas, we find three different lists, two of Sarvastivadin or 
Vaibhasika origin and the third of Mahayalist, probably Mahasamghika, origin. 

The first Sai'vdstivddin list. - It is by far the best established and what is special about it is that it considers 
the 18 dvenikas not as dharmas distinct from the other attributes of the Buddha but rather as a simple group 
of the four categories of buddhadharmas already appearing in the old canonical sutras, namely, the 10 
balas , 4 vaisaradyas, 3 smrtyupasthdnas and mahakaruna, making up 18 dvenikas. The balas and the 
vaisaradyas have already been dealt with in the preceding chapters; as for the three smrtyupsathdnas 
belonging to the Buddha, they are also found “in the sutra” (Pali version in Majjhima, III, p. 221; Sanskrit 
version in Kosavyakhya, p. 646,1. 34-647,1. 19). 


1331 



This list is customary in the Sarvastivadin Abhidharmas and theVaibhasika Sastras: Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 17, 
p. 85a26-27; k. 120, p. 624al4-15; k. 143, p. 735cl6-18; T 1546, k. 37, p. 277bl3-14; 
Samyuktabhidharmasara, T 1552, k. 6, p. 922cl5-17; Kosa, VII, p. 66-67; Kosabhasya, p. 411; 
Kosavyakhya, p. 640, 1. 33-34; Nuayanusara, T 1562, k. 75, p. 746al l-12;Kosakarikavibhasa, T 1563, k. 
36, p. 955b2-3. 

The DIvyavadana, p. 182,1. 20; 268,1. 4, also mentions the 10 balas, 4 vaisdradyas, 3 smrtyupasthdnas and 
mahdkarund as a group, but does not describe them as dvenikabuddhadharmas. 

A somewhat aberrant list is in Manjusnpariprccha (T 468, k. 2, p. 505a28-29: the 18 dvenikas are the 10 
balas , the 4 vaisdradyas plus the 4 great apramanas ( maitri, karund, mudita and upeksd). 


The second Sarvastivadin list. - Here the dvenikabuddhadharmas are not mixed in with the other categories 
of attributes but rather form an independent and distinct series. To my [Lamotte’s] knowledge, the Traite is 
the only one to speak of it (see below, p. 1699F). It seems to attribute it to a group of Sarvastivadin or 
Vaibhasika scholars and will comment that this list does not appear in the Tripitaka or in any of the other 
sutras. 


The Mahaydnist list. - Here also it is a matter of 18 dvenikabuddhadharmas completely independent and 
distinct from the other categories of attributes of Buddha. Even though they are not of canonical origin, this 
list is by far the best known and is adopted by all the Mahayanasutras. Its title shows some divergences and 
the 18 dvenikadharmas are not always cited in the same order. 

The Sanskrit version of this list appears in the Prajnaparamitasutras and especially in the Pancavimsati, p. 
211, 1. 17-212, 1. 7, and the Satasahasrika, p. 1449, 1. 22-1450, 1. 14. The text of the editions contain some 
misprints which I [Lamotte] will take the liberty of correcting: 

Punar aparam Subhute bodhisattvasya mahasattvasya mahayanam yad 
uthastadasavenikabuddhadharmah. katame ‘stadasa. Yan ca ratrim Subhute tathagato Than anuttaram 
samyaksambodhim abhisambuddho yan ca ratrim anupadaya parinirvasyaty etasminn antare Subhute. 

1. ndsti tathdgasya skhalitam, 

2. ndsti ravitam, 

3. ndsti musitasmrtitd, 

4. ndsti ndndtvasamjnd, 

5. nasty asamdhitam cittam, 

6. nasty apratisamkhydyopeksa, 

7. ndsti chandaparihdnir, 

8. ndsti vTryaparihdnir, 
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9. nasti smrtiparihanir, <ndsti sammadhiparihdnir>, 

10. nastiprajndparihanir, 

11. naOti vimuktiparihanir, 

12. nasti vimuktijhdnadarsanaparihdnir, 

13. sarvam tathdgatasya kayakarma jndnapurvamgamam jndndnuparivarti, 

14. sarvam vakkarma jndnapurvamgamam jndndnuparivarti, 

15. sarvam manaskarma jndnapurvamgamam jndndnuparivarti, 

16. atite ‘dhvany apratihatam asangam darsanam, 

17. andgate ‘dhvany apratihatam asangam jhdnam darsanam, 

18. pratyutpane ‘dhvany apratihatam asangam jhdnam darsanam. 

For the corresponding Chinese versions, see Kumarajlva’s translaion in Pancavimsati (T 223, k. 5, p. 
255c25-256a5; k. 24, p. 395b20-28) and Hiuan-tsang’s translation in Mahaprajnaparamitasutra (T 220, vol. 
V, k. 53, p. 302al7-27; vol. VII, k. 415, p. 81b26-c4; k. 490, p. 489b4-14). 

I [Lamotte] have described this list as Mahayanist because it has been adopted by all the Mahayanasiitras 
where it is discussed at length, e.g., in the Ratnakiita, section of the Bodhisattvapitaka (T 310, k. 40, p. 
229b-233a; T 316, k. 15, p. 815b-818b). Flowever, it was known by all Buddhists whatever their 
affliliation: 

1) It appears in the Chinese version of the Lalitavistara by Dharmaraksa: T 186, k. 6, p. 522cl6-24. 

2) It appears in the Mahavastu, I, p. 160,1. 8-16. 

3) It is mentioned in the Kosavyakhya next to the first list of the Sarvastivadins, p. 640,1. 34-641,1. 8. 

4) It is repeated in the Vijnanavadin treatises: Sutralamkara, XXI, 57, p. 187; Samgraha, p. 288-290, 302; 
Abhidharmasamuccayavyakhya (T 1606, k. 14, p. 761c5-762a27) where it is commented on at length; 
Yogacarabhumi, T 1579, k. 79, p. 738bl8-c25. - We may note, however, that beside these 18 dvenikas, the 
Yagacarabhumi also accepts 40 others (T 1579, k. 50, p. 574b4; Bodh. bhumi, p. 375,1. 3). 

5) Glossaries such as the Dharmasamgraha, chap. 79, the Mahavyutpatti, no. 136-151 and the 
Arthavinisacaya, cap. 24, p. 579-580, list it. 

6) It was known to the Ceylonese masters of late date such as Buddharakkhita (5 th cent.), author of the 
Jinalankara, and Moggallana (12 th cent.) author of the AbhidanappadTpika: cf. Burnouf, Lotus, p. 649; Kern, 
Histoire, I, p. 283. 

In the pages that will follow, the Traite will unreservedly adopt this Mahayanis list and will criticize the 
two Sarvastivadin lists which, in its opinion, include attributes not exclusively belonging to the Buddha 
himself. 
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II. THE EIGHTEEN AVENIKADHARMAS OF THE BODHISATTVAS 


In the preceding chapter we have seen that the Traite, on the basis of various Mahayanasutras, juxtaposed 
the balas, vaisdradyas and pratisamvids of the bodhisattva to the balas, vaisdradyas and pratisamvids of 
the Buddha. We would expect it to do the same here and that, after having explained the avenikadharmas 
of the Buddha, it deals with the avenikadhrmas of the bodhisattva. This omission is more odd in that some 
sources used by the Traite , such as the Ratnameghasutra (cited at k. 100, p. 756b7-8) contained a list of 18 
avenikabodhisattvadharmas (T 660, k. 4, p. 301b25-cl2; T 489, k. 7, p. 722bl9-c4; Tib. Trip., vol. 35, no. 
897, fol. 51a3-51b2), the original Sanskrit of which has been reproduced by the Mahavyut., no. 787-804. 
Here is the text and the translation: 

1. Bodhisattva anupadistaddndh 

2. anupadistasilah, 

3. anupadistaksantayah, 

4. anupadistaviryah, 

5. anupadistadhyanah, 

6. anupadistaprajnah, 

7. samgrahavastusarvasttvasamgrahakah, 

8. parindnamanavidhijhdh, 

9. updyakausaly[ena] sarvasttvacaritddhipat[a]ya[h] paramayaydnanirydnasamdarsakdh 

10. mahdydndcyutatah, 

11. samsdranirvanamukhasamdarsakah, 

12. yamakavyatyastdhdrakusaldh, 

13. jndnapurvamgama [a]nabhisamskdranirvadye[na] sarvajanmabhimukhapravrttdh, 

14. dasakusalopetakdyavagmanaskarmdntdh, 

15. sarvaduhkhaskandhasaha[md]ndtmopaddnd[t] sarvasattvadhatvaparityaginah, 

16. sarvajagadabhirucisamdarsakdh, 

17. kiyatkrcchrabdlasraavakamadhy[e] subhavyuharatnakalpavrksa[sama]drdhasarvajmtd- 
cittasampramusitah, 

18. sarvadharmapattdbhisekaprdpti[to] buddhadharmasamdarsananirvrttdh. 

Transl. - 1- 6. The bodhisattvas possess a generosity, morality, patience, exertion, trance and wisdom 
which were not taught to them by others; 7. they charm beings by means of captivating means; 8. they 
know the rule of applying [merits]; 9. sovereign teachers of all the activities of beings by virtue of their 
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skill in skillful means, they show how to escape from samsara by way of the Greater Vehicle; 10. they do 
not regress from the Greater Vehicle; 11. they show the direction of samsara and of nirvana; 12. they are 
skilled in uttering reverse and inverse sounds (cf. Vimalaklrti, Introduction, p. 33-37); 13. preceded by 
knowledge, they impeccably go towards all [kinds] of rebirths; 14. their actions of body, speech and mind 
are endowed with the ten good [paths of action]; 15. taking up existences capable of supporting the mass of 
suffering, they never abandon the world of beings; 16. they load beings with contentment; 17. in the midst 
of fools and listeners no matter how difficult, they never forget the strong mind of omniscience towards the 
pure wonders such as the precious Kalpavrksa ‘the wish-fulfilling tree’; 18. having acquired the crown and 
the anointing of all the dharmas, they never cease to preach the Buddhadharma. 


Above (p. 1607F) I [Lamotte) have mentioned the other lists of avenikabodhisattvadharmas. 


First Section MAHAYANIST LIST OF THE EIGHTEEN SPECIAL 
ATTRIBUTES OF THE BUDDHA 

[k. 26, p. 247b] 

I. TEXT OF THE LIST ACCORDING TO THE PRAJNAPARAMITA 

Here are the eighteen special attributes ( astddasdvenikadharma ): 

1. The Tathagata has no bodily defect (ndsti tathdgatasya skhalitam). 

2. He has no vocal defect ( ndsti ravitam). 

3. He has no failure of memory (ndsti musitasmrtitd). 

4. He has no notion of variety (ndsti ndmdtvasamjna). 

5. He does not have an unconcentrated mind ( nasty asamdhitam cittam). 

6. He does not have thoughtless indifference ( nasty apratisamkhydyopeksd). 

7. He has no loss of zealousness (ndsti chandaparihdnih). 

8. He has no loss of exertion (ndsti viryaparihanih. 

9. He has no loss of mindfulness (ndsti smrtiparihdnih). 

10. He has no loss of wisdom (ndsti prajndparihanih). 

11. He has no loss of liberation (ndsti vimuktiparihanih). 

12. He has no loss of the knowledge and vision of deliverance (ndsti vimuktijnmanadarsanaparidnih). 
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13. Every bodily action of the Tathagata is preceded by knowledge and accompanies knowledge 
(sarvam tathdtagatasya kdyakarma jnanapurvamgamam jnananuparivarti). 

14. Every vocal action is preceded by knowledge and accompanies knowledge (sarvam vdkkanna 
jnanapurvamgamam jnananuparivarti). 

15. Every mental action is preceded by knowledge and accompanies knowledge (sarvam manaskarma 
jnanapurvamgamam jnananuparivarti ). 

16. He has non-attached and unobstructed knowledge about past time (atFie ‘dhvany asangam 
apratihatam jnmanam darsanam). 

17. He has non-attached and unobstructed knowledge about future time (andgate ‘dhvany asangam 
apratihatam jhdnam darsanam). 

18. He has non-attached and unobstructed knowledge about the present time (pratyutpanne ‘dhvany 
asangam apratihatam jhdnam darsanam). 

Question. - Thirty-six attributes 752 are all attributes of the Buddha. Why are just these eighteen special? 

Answer. - The sravakas and pratyekabuddhas possess some of the eighteen first attributes, but they do no 
share this second series of eighteen attributes. 

Thus, Sariputra was able to answer any question whatsoever and always develop it with further words 
because he penetrated it without any obstacle, and the Buddha congratulated him saying that he understood 
the fundamental element well ( dharmadhdtu )? 53 

Aniruddha was the foremost of those who possess the divine eye (divyacaksukdndm agiyah ). 754 


752 A first group of 18 buddha attributes consisting of the 10 balas (discussed in chap. XXXIX), the 4 
vaisdradyas and the 4 pratisamvids (discussed in chap. XL) plus a second group of 18 attributes that are 
the object of the present chapter. The Sarvastivadins consider the first group to be the special attributes 
of the Buddha, whereas the Mahayanists disagree with this affirmation: for them, the second group alone 
constitutes the all the special attributes of the Buddha. 

753 Cf. Nidanasamyukta, p. 203-204 (Tsa a han, T 99, k. 14, p. 95c8-16); Samyutta, II, p. 54 and 56): 
Sariputra says: Saced ekam divasam, ekam rdtridivisam, saptdpi .... prasnam prsto vydkurvdm: “If for 
one day, for one night and one day, and even for seven nights and seven days, the Blessed One asked me 
a question on a given subject always with different phrases and different syllables, I would be able, for 
these seven nights seven days, to answer the Blessed One on this same subject for and seven nights and 
seven days, always with new phrases and new syllables.” And the Buddha declares: “It is indeed in this 
way that the fundamental element is well understood to its depths by the monk Sariputra.” 

If Sariputra is able to preach the Dharma with such ‘assurance’, it is because he possesses the 
four vaisdradyas. Therefore the vaisdradyas are not attributes exclusively reserved for the Buddha. 

75^ Anguttara, I, p. 23: Etad aggam mama sdvakdnam bhikkhunam dibbacakkukdndm yadidam 
anuruddho. 
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Such sravakas all shared the four fearlessnesses (vaisdradya). and since they shared them, the Buddha said: 
“Among my disciples who utter the lion’s roar ( simhanddika ), the foremost is Pin-t’ou-lo P’o-lo-to-che 
(Pindola Bharadvaja).” 755 

Sariputra affirmed of himself: “For seven nights and seven days I was able to expand on the same subject”, 
so inexhaustible his knowledge on the four ways of answering (catvdrivydkarandni). 

The arhats Sariputra, Maudgalyayana, Puma, Ananda, Katyayana, etc., also know things ( artha ), names 
(.naman ), expressions ( nirukti ) and elocution ( pratibhana ). 756 

This is why the eighteen first attributes [of the Buddha] do not merit the [247c][name of ‘special attributes 
of the Buddha’. 


II. DETAILED COMMENTARY ON THE LIST 


1-2. The Buddha has no bodily or vocal defect 


Question. - Why does the Buddha have no bodily defect ( skhalita ) or vocal defect ( ravita )? 

Answer. - For innumerable incalculable periods ( asamkhyeyakalpa ) the Buddha has observed purity of 
morality (silavisuddhi): this is why his bodily and vocal actions are faultless. The other arhats such as 
Sariputra, etc., have cultivated the precepts for less time, sixty kalpas at maximum: 757 this is why they have 
faults. For innumerable incalculable periods the Buddha has accumulated and perfected the pure precepts 
(visuddhisiia), he has always practiced the profound concentrations ( gambhirasamadhi ), he has obtained all 
the marvelous knowledges and has properly cultivated the mind of great compassion (: mahakarunacitta ): 
this is why he is without faults. 

Furthermore, the Buddha has uprooted all the root causes of the wrongdoings: this is why he is faultless. 
The root causes of the wrongdoings are of four kinds: i) lust ( rdga ), ii ) hatred ( dvesa ), Hi) (bhaya), iv) 
ignorance ( moha ). The Buddha has uprooted these root causes and their traces ( vdsand). The arhats and 
pratyekabuddhas, although they have uprooted the causes of the wrongdoings, have not eliminated the 
traces (vdsand): this is why they sometimes have faults. The Buddha himself knows all these dharmas fully 
and completely, 


7 -’-’ Ibid., p. 23: Etad aggam mama sdvakdnam bhikkhunam sThanddikdnam yadidampindola- 
Bhdradvdjo. 

One cannot utter the lion’s roar without having the vaisdradyas. The fact that Pindola utters it 
shows that the Buddha is not alone in possessing the vaisdradyas. 

^56 if these disciples know these four things, it is because they had the four pratisamvids; therefore the 
Buddha is not alone in having them. 

757 Cf. Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 71, p. 366cl 1-12; k. 101, p. 525bl9. 
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Those who do not know them [thus] commit faults. Thus, Sariputra while walking with five bhiksus came 
to an empty house where he spent the night. It was a day when the pratimoksa is recited. Sariputra was not 
familiar with the rules for the inner limits ( anthasmd ) and the outer limits ( bdhyasfma). 758 This was 
reported to the Buddha who said: When one leaves the residence (dvdsa) at the end of one night, there are 
no determined limits. 

Another time Sariputra and Maudgalyayana returned leading five hundred bhiksus who uttered loud shouts 
and cries ( uccasabdd mahdsabdd abhuvan). Then the Buddha chased them away ( pranamayati sma). 759 
This was a vocal fault [on the part of the disciples]. 

Another time Sariputra had neglected the dietary rules and the Buddha said to him: You are eating impure 
food ( avisuddhdhdra ). 760 

Thus, therefore, [the arhats] had bodily and vocal faults. But the Buddha who has eliminated the traces of 
the passions ( klesavdscmd) has no such faults. 

Finally, in the Buddha, all the bodily and vocal actions accompany knowledge (jndndnuparivartin ): this is 
why his body is faultless and his voice is faultless. 

For all these kinds of reasons, the Buddha has no defect of body (ndsti skhalitam ) and no defect of speech 
(ndsti ravitam). 

3. The Buddha has no lapse of mindfulness 


There is no failure of mindfulness ( nasty muusitasmrtita). Indeed, during the long night ( dirghardtram ) he 
developed the mind of the four foundations of mindfulness ( smrtyupasthdna ), he developed the profound 
concentrations (gambhirasamddhi), his mind was without any distractions ( aviksipta ), he eliminated the 
thirst of desires ( kdmatrsnd) and joy of the dharma ( dharmaprfti ), his mind was not attached to any dharma 
and he attained the supreme safety of mind (paramacittakaksemavihdra ). If the mind is fearful or hasty, 
there are lapses of mindfulness; but the mind of the Buddha has none of these faults: this is why is he has 
no lapses. 

Furthermore, by means of the [memory of] former abodes ( purvanivdsanusmrti ), the sciences ( vidya ) and 
the powers (bala), the Buddha has triply adorned his mindfulness which is perfect and without defect 
because his mindfulness often bears upon the past. 

Furthermore, as his faculty of mindfulness ( smrtmdriya) is of immense and inexhaustible power, his 
memory has no lapses. 


758 These are the precepts relating to the boundaries of the parishes (sma) and the celebration of the 
Uposada in common: cf. Vinaya, I, p. 102-136. 

759 Episode related in Majjhima, I, p. 456-457 and already mentioned above, p. 1575F. 

7^0 Episode related in detail above, p. 120-121F 
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Finally, in the Buddha, all mental actions accompany knowledge {sarvam manaskarma jnananuparivarti ): 
this is why his mindfulness has no lapses since at each moment it accoompanies the mind. 

This is what is understood by mindfulness without lapse. See what has been [248a] said in the T’ien wen 
king (Devataparprcchasutra). 761 

[The deity asked]: 

Who is the man without fault? 

Who is the man with unfailing mindfulness? 

Who is the ever-attentive man ( smrtimat ) 

Who accomplishes what he must do? 

[The Buddha answered]: 

The man who knows all dharmas perfectly. 

Who is freed of all obstacles 

And is endowed with all the qualities: 

He is unique: it is the Buddha. 

4. The Buddha has no notion of variety 


He has no notion of variety (nasti nanatvasamjna). The Buddha has no point of distinctions ( vibhanga ) 
among beings; he makes no difference between those who are far away and those who are close; he does 
not say: This one is noble and I can speak to him; that one is lowly and I must not speak to him. Just as the 
sun lights up everything, so the Buddha with the rays of his great compassion ( mahdkarundrasmi ) has pity 
for all and saves all alike. Whether one honors him or does not honor him, whether it concerns enemies or 
relatives, noblemen or scoundrels, all are alike to him. 

See for example this stranger, the dung-sweeper called Ni-t’o (Nltha): the Buddha converted him and he 
became a great arhat. 762 


761 Ardhcun sutta of the Samyutta, I, p. 14, already cited above, p. 67-68F and notes. 

762 Nrtha (?) was a refuse-sweeper. His long hair hung down in disorder; he was filthy and his clothes 
were in tatters. When he found a rag on his way, he used it to mend his garments. On his back he carried 
a jar full of refuse. One day when the Buddha was visiting Rajagrha, Nltha, lowly and impure, did not 
dare to come near him for fear of increasing his misdeeds further. He took flight across the city, but at 
each corner the Buddha appeared before him. The Teacher said to him: “Although your body is impure, 
your heart possesses the excellent and wonderful perfume of the Dharma. You must not think of yourself 
as lowly.” Having received the Buddha’s teaching, Nltha entered the religious life and became an arhat. 
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See also the vaisya Td-hou (Srigupta) who wanted to harm the Buddha with a ditch full of fire and with 
poisoned rice. The same day, the Buddha liberated him from the threefold poison ( trivisa ) and extinguished 
the fire of wrong views ( mithyddrsti ) in him. 763 

Such examples show that the Buddha has no notion of variety ( ndndtvasamjnd). 

Furthermore, the Buddha has no fondness ( anunaya ) for the practitioners of his doctrine such as Sariputra, 
the bodhisattva Maitreya, etc.; he has no aversion (pratigha ) either for people of wrong view such as 
Devadatta or the six heretic masters, Purana, etc. As the Buddha has formed his mind [in total impartiality] 
for innumerable incalculable periods ( asamkhyeyaklpa ), he is the Jewel ( ratna ) among beings and, like 
pure gold, he does not undergo variations. 

Furthermore, “three times during the night and three times during the day, the Buddha considers beings 
with his Buddha eye” ( trf ratres trir divasasya sath-tvo ratrimdivasena buddhacaksnsd lokam 
vyavalokayati ) 764 and never allows the time of asking himself who can be converted ( vaineya ) to pass by. 
Considering beings impartially, he has no notion of variety. 

Furthermore, the Buddha has praised the good dharmas ( kusaladharma ) in many ways ( anekapaiydyena ) 
and criticized the bad dharmas ( akusaladharma ) in many ways. However, faced with good or with bad, his 
mind shows no increase or decrease ( anundnadhika ): it is only in order to save beings that he makes 
distinctions. Thus he has no notion of variety. 

Furthermore, it is said in the Yi-ts’ie-pou-hing king (Sarvadharmapravrttinirdesa): 765 “The Buddha 
considers all beings as his own self, as having fulfilled their role ( krtya ) and having neither beginning, 
middle or end ( anddimadhyapaiyavasmana ).” 766 That is why he has no notion of variety. 


The name of the dung-sweeper is poorly established: NFtha ovNithi in the fragments of the 
Kalpanamanditika, Sunita in Pali, Ni-t ’o and Ni-t 7 in the Chinese transcriptions. His story is told in the 
following sources: 

Kalpanamanditika, p. 158-160 (very mutilated fragments) and Sutralamkara said to be by 
Asvaghosa, T 201, no. 43, k. 7, p. 203c-297a (transl. Huber, p. 192-210): Theragatha, p. 63-64, v. 620- 
631, and its commentary (tr. Rhys Davids, Psalms of the Brethren, p. 271-274); Hien yu king, T 202, k. 
6, no. 35, p. 397a-390a; Tch’ou yao king, T 212, k. 19, p. 710al-cl. 

Nltha is also mentioned in passing in the Hien yu king, T 202, k. 4, p. 377al2, and the 
Sarvastivadavinayavibhanga, T 1442, k. 42, p. 858a28-29. 

763 p or Srigupta, see above, p. 184F, note 4. 

764 Stock phrase: cf. Divyavadana, p. 95, 124, 265; Avadanasataka, I, p. 16, 30, 72, etc. 

765 The correct title is indeed Sarvadharmapravrttinirdesa (cf. Siksasamuccaya, p. 6,1. 16; 90.1. 19; 
99. 1. 3; Mahavyut. no. 1362) ‘Teaching of the new-functioning of all dharmas’ and not 
Sarvadharmapravrttinirdesa as it is spelled most often in western lists. This sutra has come down to us 
in three Chinese translations and one Tibetan translation: 

1) T 650: Tchou fa wou hing king, transl. by Kumarajhiva. 
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Furthermore, the Buddha sees that all beings and all things are, from the beginning, unborn ( anutpanna ), 
unceasing ( aniruddha ), always pure ( suddha ) and like nirvana: thus he has no notion of variety. 

Finally, the Pou-eul-jou fa-men (Advayapravesadharmaparyaya) or the ‘Teaching on the entry into non- 
duality’ 767 is the doorway to the true nature of dharmas (dharmandm bhutalaksana). Variety ( ndndtva ) is 
duality ( dvaya), and duality is wrong view ( mithyadrsti ). But the Buddha is not a deceiver ( amdydvin ) and 
cannot commit a deception ( mdyd). Fie always applies the Teaching on the entry into non-duality, and 
deception is variety. 

That is why he has no notion of variety. 

5. The Buddha has no non-concentrated mind 


Fie has no non-concentrated mind ( nasty asamahitacittam ). Concentration ( samddhi ) is the non-distraction 
of the mind ( cittdviksepa ). In a distracted mind, it [248b] is impossible to see the truth: distraction is like a 
body of water disturbed by waves where one cannot see one’s own face; it is like a lamp (dipa) in the full 
wind which cannot illumine well. This is why it is said that the Buddha does not have a non-concentrated 
mind. 

Question. - The concentrations go from the andgamya [preliminary concentration of the first dhyana] on up 
to the absorption of cessation ( nirodhasamdpatti ). When one enters into these absorptions, it is impossible 
to assert any physical action (kdyakannan) or vocal action ( vdkkarman ). Flence, if the Buddha is always 
concentrated ( samdhita ) and has no non-concentrated mind, how can he travel through the kingdoms, take 
up the four positions ( Tryapatha ) and preach the Dharma to the great assemblies with all kinds of niddnas 
and avaddnas ? Whether these actions are of the domain of the desire realm ( kdmadhdtvavacara ) or of the 
Brahma world, the Buddha cannot enter into concentration if he wants to accomplish them. 

Answer. - When we said that he has no non-concentrated mind, that can have several meanings. 


2) Tchou fa pen wou king, transl. under the Souei by Jinagupta between the 6 th and 7 th month of 
the 15 th ,k’ai houangyear or August to September 595 (cf. Li, T 2034, k. 12, p. 103c6). 

3) T 652: Ta tch’eng souei tchouan chouo tchou fa king, transl. under the Pei Song (960-1127) 
by Chao to and others. 

4) OKC 847: Chos thams cad hbyun ba med par bstan pa, transl. by Rin chen mtsho. 

766 pf Tchou fa wou hing king, T 650, k. 1, p. 751a28-29: “Beings are Bodhi; Bodhi is beings. Bodhi 
and beings are one and the same thing, namely, the Bhagavat.” 

767 According to the practice somewhat current at its time, the Traite here refers to the 
Vimalaklrtinirdesasutra by citing the title of one of its chapters instead of the title of the sutra itself. It 
refers to chapter VIII: ‘Introduction to the doctrine of non-duality’ (p. 301-318 of my [Lamotte’s] 
translation of the Vimalaldrtinirdesa). 
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Being concentrated means being fixed on the good dharmas with a mind that is always absorbed 
(saddsamgrhftacittena). Now the Buddha is fixed on the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas and never 
strays from that. Therefore he does not have a non-concentrated mind. 

Furthermore, in the desire realm ( kdmadhdtu ) there are some concentrations where those who have entered 
into them are able to preach the Dharma. Thus, in the Abhidharma it is a question of [concentrations] 
belonging to the desire realm ( kdmadhdtvavacara ), such as the four levels of saints (dryavamsa ), 768 the 
four foundations of mindfulness ( smrtyupasthdna ), the four right efforts ( samyakpradhdna ), the four bases 
of magical power (rddhipdda), the five faculties ( indriya ), the five strengths ( bala ), the concentration 
preventing being attacked by others ( aranasamadhi ), 769 the knowledge resulting from aspiration 
( pranidhijndna ), 770 and the four unhindered knowledges ( pratisamvid ). There are marvelous qualities of 
this kind in which the Buddha is established while entering into the world of desire: this is why he has no 
non-concentrated mind. 

When the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas emerge from concentration ( samddher vyuthitdh), they enter into 
an undefined mind (< avydkytacitta ), they enter into a good mind ( kusalacitta ) or they enter into a defiled 
mind (samalacitta). But when the Buddha comes out of concentration and enters into a concentration of the 
desire realm (, kamadhatusamadhi ), 771 he has not a single moment of distracted mind ( viksiptacitta ): this is 
why he has no non-concentrated mind. 

Furthermore, according to the sravaka system, when the magically created beings ( nirmita ) preach the 
Dharma, their creator ( nirmdtr), [namely, the sravaka, does not speak, and when the creator speaks, the 
magically created beings do not speak. It is not so with the Buddha: the magically created beings and their 
creator, [namely, the Buddha,] preach the Dharma together. 772 [In the sravakas, the mind in concentration 
(samddhicitta) is necessarily different [from the mind of creation ( nirmdnacitta )] and when the sravaka 
enters into concentration, he does not speak. The Buddha himself, while remaining in concentration, is able 
to preach the Dharma and to walk about ( cahkramitum ). This is what is said in the Mi-tsi king (Guhyasutra, 


768 Being content with clothing ( civara ), food (pindapata ), beds ( sayanasana ) and delighting in 
renunciation and meditation (prahdnabhdvand): cf. DIgha, III, p. 224-225; Anguttara, II, p. 27-28. 

769 See above, p. 4F and note 1, 633F, 1041F; Kosa, VII, p. 86-87. 

770 See Kosa, VII, p. 88-89. 

77 1 In other words, when the Buddha comes out of a dhydna or a samdpatti of the two higher realms in 
order to enter into the concentrations of the desire realm so as to devote himself to the practice of the 
bodhipaksikadharmas. 

777 Here the Traite is repeating what it has already said above, p. 468-469F. Once more it seems to 
stray from the canonical sources in whose words the nirmitas of the sravakas speak when the sravaka 
speaks and remain silent when the sravaka is silent. Only the Buddha was able to converse with his 
nirmitas. 
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or Tathagatacintyaguhyanirdesa), in regard to the Secret of the mind ( cittaguhyci)'. 11 3 “The mind of the 
Buddhas is always in concentration”, but they are still able to preach the Dharma. 

Furthermore, distractions ( viksiptacitta ), fetters ( samyojana ), doubts ( vicikitsa ) do not exist in the Buddha. 
Although he has no doubts concerning the four truths ( catuhsatya ), the arhat often still has doubts about 
dharmas. The eternally concentrated Buddha has no doubts about dharmas: this is why he has no non¬ 
concentrated mind. 

Moreover, the arhat who still has traces of the disturbing emotions ( klesavdsand) and is capable of 
regressing ( parihdnadharman ) has distractions. The Buddha who, in his omniscience, has complete 
knowledge, has no distractions. He is like a vessel ( ghata ) full of water where there is neither sound (svara ) 
nor movement ( frana ). The Buddha is the only person who can be called free of deception ( amdydvin ); 774 
he is the foremost of the three strong individuals ( drdhapudgala ). 775 His mind remains unchanged in 
suffering as in happiness. 

All the characteristics of things ( dharmalaksana ), unity ( ekartha ), multiplicity ( nanartha ), production 
( utpada ), cessation ( nirodha ), interruption ( uccheda ), permanence ( sdsvata ), coming (agama ) and going 
( nirgama ) are deceptions, [248c] the formation (samskdra) of a collection of falsehoods. 776 Since the 
Buddha is well established ( supratisthita ) in the true nature (bhutalaksana) of dharmas, his mind is never 
non-concentrated and, being never non-concentrated, it does not change. 

Moreover, among the five incomprehensible things ( acintyadharma ), the attributes of the Buddha are the 
most incomprehensible: 777 these eighteen special attributes (avenikadharma ) are the profound treasure 

773 q- j 310, k. 11, p. 59c8 and seq; T 312, k. 9, p. 724c 14 and seq.: “From the night when the 
Tathagata realized the Bodhi of the Buddhas until the day when he was nirvanized, during that interval, 
the Tathagata is free of doubt and transformation: his mind is without thought, without movement, 
without instability, without mixing, without scattering, without distraction, without change...”. 

For the Tathagatacintyaguhyanirdesa, one of the sources of the Traite, see above, p. 10F, note 3; 
p. 560F; amd later, k. 26, p. 253b3; k. 30, p. 284al7-18; k. 57, p. 466b6; k. 88, p. 684a22. 

774 However, the bhiksu who has destroyed the impurities ( ksindsvara ) is also without cheating or 
deceit ( asatho hoti amdydvi ): cf. Majjhima, I, p. 97; II, p. 95, 25; Anguttara, III, p. 65; V, p. 15. 

775 Accordiong to the Tseng yi a han (T 125, k. 12, p. 607a2-5), the three individuals worthy of homage 
( pujd) are the Tathagata, the disciple of the Tathagata who has destroyed the impurities and is arhat, and 
the cakravartin king. For the pratyekabuddhas, these individuals are worthy of a stupa (Dlgha, II, p. 

142;Anguttara, II, p. 245). 

776 jhe eight characteristics in question are rejected by Nagarjuna in the dedication to his 
Madhyamakakarika (cf. Madh. vrtti, p. 3,1. 11: 

Anirodham anutpddam anucchedam asasvatam / 
anekartham andndrtham anadamam anirgamam // 

These are the eight well-known Nagarjunian negations. 

777 jhe Traite lists five acintyas : cf. k. 30, p. 383cl7-20: “The sutra speaks of five incomprehensible 
things, namely: ;) the number of beings, ii ) retribution of action ( kannavipdka ), Hi) the strength of a man 
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(gambhiranidhana ) of the Buddha. Who can understand them? This is why it is certain that the Buddha hs 
no non-concentrated mind. 


Although the Buddha enters into concentration, he does not have these coarse minds ( auddrikacitta ) of 
investigation ( vitarka ) and analysis ( victim ) and, having incomprehensible knowledge ( acintyajhdna ), he 
can preach the Dharma. 

The heavenly musical instruments (, divyaturya ) make all sorts of sounds dear to the gods, and they do so 
while being without mind ( citta) or consciousness ( vijhdna) by virtue of the merits ( punya ) acquired by the 
gods. 778 If these heavenly musical instalments that are without mind or consciousness do such things, how 
could it be said that the Buddha, who is endowed with mind, cannot preach the Dharma? 

This is why it is said that the Buddha does not have a non-concentrated mind. 

6. The Buddha has no unconsidered equanimity 


He has no unconsidered equanimity ( nasty apratisamkhyopeksa). - Beings have three types of sensations 
(vedand): unpleasant ( duhkhavedand), pleasant ( sukhavedand), neither unpleasant nor pleasant 


in trance ( dhydyibala ), iv) the strength of the nagas ( ndgabala ), v) the power of the Buddhas. Of these 
five incomprehensible things, the power of the Buddhas is the most incomprehensible.” - See also later, 
k. 90, p.698b20; k. 93, p. 714a21; k. 98, p. 743bl4. - The same list is repeated by T’an louan (476-542) 
in his notes on the Amitayuhsutra, T 1819, k. 2, p. 836b7-10. 

However, the canonical sutras list only four acintyas (in Pali, acinteyya ): 

1) Anguttara, II, p. 80: Cattar’ imdni bhikkhave acinteyydni na cintetabbdniydni cintento 
ummddassa vighdtassa bhdgi assa. katamdni cattdri? Buddhdnam buddhavisayo... jhdyissa 
jhanavisayo... kammavipako... lokacintd: “Here, O monks, are the four incomprehensible things about 
which you should not think, for the person who thinks about them will be prey to mistakes and trouble. 
What are these four things? The Buddha domain of the Buddhas, the domain of the person in trance, the 
retribution of action, and philosophical speculations about the world.” 

2) Ekottaragama, T 125, k. 18, p. 6406-9: i) lokadhdtu, ii) sattva. Hi) ndgavisaya, iv) 
buddhavisayo. 

3. Ibid., k. 21, p. 657a2-21: i) sattva, ii) lokadhdtu, iii) ndgavisaya, iv) buddhavisayo. 

4) Ratnakuta, T 310, k. 8, p. 43cl6-18; k. 86, p. 493cl6-19: i) karmavisaya, ii) ndgavisaya, iii) 
dhydnavisaya, iv) buddhavisayo. 

Contrary to the Traite, the Vibhasa (T 1545, k. 113, p. 586b24; T 1546, k. 22, p. 163a8-9) 
considers that, of the five acintyas, karmavipdka is the most profound. 

Finally, in the Hien yang cheng kiao louen (T 1602,k. 6, p. 510c2-6), Asanga postulates six 
acintyas: i) dtman, ii) sattva, iii) loka, iv) sarvasattvakannavipdka, v) dhydnasdksdtkdra and 
dhydnavisaya. vi) buddha and buddhavisayo. 

77% See above, p. 1049F, the comments on the lute of the Asuras. 


1344 



0 adhkhdsukhavedand). The unpleasant sensation produces hatred ( dvesa ), the pleasant sensation produces 
love ( rdga), the neither unpleasant nor pleasant produces confusion ( moha ). Of these three kinds of 
sensation, the unpleasant sensation produces suffering (, duhkha ), abides in suffering and destroys 
happiness; the pleasant sensation produces happiness ( sukha ), abides in happiness and destroys suffering; 
as for the neither unpleasant nor pleasant sensation, one does not know if it is suffering or if it is happiness. 

Other people who are of weak faculties ( mrdvindriya ) experience the unpleasant and the pleasant 
sensations especially, but they do not feel the neither unpleasant nor pleasant sensation, they do not know it 
and have only indifference ( upeksd) for it: they are fettered by the fetter of confusion ( mohasamyojana ). 
The Buddha, on the other hand, knows completely the moment of arising ( utpdda ), the moment of duration 
(sthiti) and the moment of cessation ( bhariga ) of the neither unpleasant nor pleasant sensation: this is why it 
is said that the Buddha has no unconsidered equanimity. 

Question. - But what is equanimity ( upeksd ) here? Is it the absence of suffering and happiness which is 
upeksd, or is it a matter of the upeksd that is one of the seven factors of enlightenment ( sambodhyanga), or 
again is it the upeksd that is one of the four immeasurables ( apramdnacitta )? 

Answer. - The absence of suffering and of happiness constitutes the twofold domain ( sthdnadvaya ) of 
upeksd and the abandoning [of this domain] is also called upeksd. How is that? 

In the course of a neither unpleasant nor pleasant sensation, other people do not take into account, from 
moment to moment, the moments of arising (utpdda), of duration ( sthiti ) and cessation (bhanga) of this 
sensation: it takes a long time for them to notice it. But the Buddha cognizes [these three moments] 
completely each successive moment. 

Upeksd is also part of the seven factors of enlightenment ( sambodhyanga ); when the mind is completely 
balanced, when it is not sinking (: ndvdlfyte ) or being scattered (na viksipyate), this is when equanimity 
(upeksd) should be practiced. In the moments of sinking, one practices the notion of exertion 
(viryasamjnd), and in the moments of distraction, one practices the notion of concentration of the mind 
(cittasamgrahanasamjna). 

In some circumstances, the arhats and pratyekabuddhas concentrate their mind wrongly or excite it 
wrongly, and their equanimity is thus in disequilibrium. The Buddha, however, is never without completely 
cognizing the coarseness or the subtleness, the profundity or the superficiality inherent in the instantaneous 
minds. Knowing that, he is [truly] indifferent. 

Question. - If that is so, how was the Buddha able to talk to the bhiksus about Nan-t’o, saying: “In Nanda, 
the sensations (vedand) are completely conscious at the moment when they arise, completely conscious 
when they endure and completely conscious at the moment when they are destroyed, and it is the same for 
the notions (samjnd) and investigations ( vitarka )”? [Is that not a privilege reserved to the Buddha?] 

Answer.- There are two ways of being conscious: [249a] 

1) When a duhkhavedand ‘unpleasant sensation’ arises, knowing that a duhkhavedand is arising; when a 
duhkhavedand continues, knowing that a duhkhavedand is continuing; when a duhkhavedand ceases, 
knowing that a duhkhavedand is ceasing. When a sukhavedand ‘pleasant sensation’ arises, knowing that a 


1345 



sulthvedana is arising; when a sukhavedand continues, knowing that a sukhavedand is continuing; when a 
sukhavedand ceases, knowing that a sukhvedana is ceasing. The same for a duhkhasukhavedand ‘neither 
unpleasant nor pleasant sensation’. This is knowing only the general characteristics ( samanyalaksana ), but 
not the specific characteristics ( svalaksana ) of the sensation. [This way of being conscious was that of 
Nanda.] 

2) Having fill consciousness and full awareness from moment to moment of the duhkha-, sukha- and 
aduhkhdsukha-vedand succeeding one another from moment to moment ( ksaneksand) and not ignoring the 
mental events ( caitasikadharma ) following one another from moment to moment. [This is the way of being 
conscious of the Buddha.] This is why it is said that he has no unconsidered indifference. 


Furthermore, the Buddha sometimes went away from beings in order to enter into deep meditation 
(pratisamlayitum ) for one or two months. 779 There are people who doubt and wonder: The Buddha came 
into the world to save beings; why then is he always in concentration? 

The Buddha tells them: “It is for many reasons and knowingly that I am leaving beings. There is no 
unconsidered indifference ( apratisamkhydyipeksd) in me.” 

Question. - What are the reasons why he leaves them knowingly? 

Answer. - In the middle of the great assemblies, the Buddha is tired and that is why he wants to rest for a 
while. 780 


779 These retreats of the Buddha have been frequently mentioned in the texts: Vinaya, III, p. 68, 230; 
Dlgha, II, p. 237; Samyutta, V,p. 12-13, 320, 325. The Buddha always used the following expression to 
tale leave: Iccham ’ aham addhamdsam (or temasam, cattdro mdse)patisallTyitum, n ’amhi kenaci 
upasamkamitabbo annatra pindapdtamhdrakena: “I wish to go into meditation for two weeks (three or 
four months); I do not wish to be approached by anyone except the person who will bring me food.” 

7 ^0 Several times, having preached until late in the night, the Buddha was tired and asked one of his 
disciples, Sariputra, Ananda or Maudgalyayana, to continue with the teaching. The episode is always 
related in the following words: 

Dlgha, III, p. 209; Majjhima, I, p. 354; Samyutta, IV, p. 184; Anguttara, V, p. 126: Atha kho 
Bhagad... ayasmantam sariputtam dmantesi: VigatathTnamiddho kho Sariputta bhikkhusamgho, 
patibhdtu tarn Sariputta bhikkhunam dhammaikathd. Pitthi me dgildyati, tarn aham dyamissdnuti. - 
Evam bhante to kho dyasmd Sdriputto Bhagavato paccassosi. - Atha kho Bhagavd catuggunam 
samghdtim panndpetvd dakkhinena passena sihaseyyam kappesi, pddepddam accddhdya sato 
sampajdno utthanasahham manasikaritvd. 

“Then the Blessed One said to venerable Sariputra: ‘The community of monks is free of langor 
and torpor, O Sariputra; let the religious instruction [for it] come into your mind. My back is sore: I am 
going to lie down.’ Saying: ‘May it be so, O Lord’, the venerable Sariputra gave his assent to the Blessed 
One. Then the Blessed One, having folded his cloak into four, lay down on his right side in the lion pose, 
one foot resting on top of the other, attentive, lucid, after having fixed his mind on the time to re-arise.” 
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Furthermore, from lifetime to lifetime, the Buddha has always liked solitude ( naiskramya). 

When, as a bodhisattva, he was in his mother’s womb ( matrkuksi ), his mother loved solitude as well, and it 
was at forty li from the capital, in the forest of Lan-pi-ni (Lumbimvana) she gave birth to him. 781 

When the Buddha attained Bodhi, it was in the forest of Ngeou-leou-p ’in lo (Uruvilvavana) alone, at the 
foot of a tree that he became Buddha. 782 

When he turned the wheel of the Dharma for the first time, it was also at Sien-jen tchou-tch ’on (Rsipatana) 
in the forest of Lou-lin (Mrgadava). 783 

When he entered nirvana, it was in the forest of So-lo trees (Salavana) under two trees. 

Thus, during the long night (dirgharatram), he liked to practice solitude: this is why he entered into 
concentration. 

Furthermore, the Buddha always has the mind of solitude ( naiskramyacittasamanvdgata ): that is why he 
entered into concentration. 

Furthermore, the Buddha avoided crowds ( samsarga ) and places of unnecessary speech 
( sambhinnapralapasthana ) and, by contemplating his own treasury of Buddha qualities 
(buddhagunanidhana), he experienced happiness of supreme purity ( paramasuddhasukha ): that is why he 
entered into concentration. 

Furthermore, when the Buddha finished preaching the Dharma, he always advised the bhiksus to practice 
solitary meditation ( pratisamlayana ) in the manner of having no regret (pascdttdpa ) and, as he himself 
applied the advice that he gave ( kanthokta ), he entered into concentration. 

Furthermore, he disliked homage ipujd) but, when he knew there were beings to be converted ( vaineya ), he 
entered into concentration and created fictive beings ( nirmitapurusa ) to come to save them. 784 

Furthermore, there are beings whose concentrations ( samddhi ) are rare and whose wisdoms ( prajna) are 
numerous. By giving them the example of his own practice of the dhyanas, the Buddha converts them. 

Furthermore, there are people who get tired of always seeing the Buddha, and the Buddha withdraws a little 
so that they might aspire to see him again. 785 


For the corresponding Sanskrit wording, see Sanskrit Mahaparinirvanasutra, p. 264, 286: Prsthi 
ma dvildyati tdm tdvad dydmayisye...Atha bhagavdn ganagunam samghdtim sirasipratisthapya 
daksinena pdrsvena sayydm kalpayati pdde pddam ddhdyaloksamjm pratismrtah samprajana 
utthdnasamjndm manasi kurvanah. 

781 See above, p. 21F, note 2. 

782 See above, p. 179F, 227-228F. 

782 See above, p. 87F; 182F, note 1, 420F. 

78 4 See the miracle of the multiplicationm of the fictive buddhas, p. 531-534F and notes; 1352-1353F. 

78 5 Allusion to the schism at KausambI related above, p. 896-898F and notes. 
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Furthermore, when the Buddha wished to preach the Dharma to the devas, he went to a solitary place 
(vivikte sthdne). 786 

Furthermore, it is in order to establish a rule for future generations that the Buddha meditated and, when he 
turned the Wheel of Dharma, he passed this custom on to his disciples: this is why he entered into 
concentration. 

Furthermore, the Buddha has shown a twofold path for gathering beings ( sattvasamgrahdya ): that of 
concentration ( samddhi ) and that of wisdom ( prajnd). When the Buddha preaches the Dharma in the great 
assemblies, he illustrates the path of wisdom ( prajndmdrga ); but when he concentrates his mind in a 
solitary place ( vivikte sthane cittam samgrhnati), he illustrates the path of concentration ( samddhimdrga ). 

[249b] 

Finally, in the face of the six sense objects (sadvisaya), beings have three kinds of reactions ( samskdra ): i) 
seeing beautiful colors ( rupa ), they experience the happiness of joy ( pntisuklha ); ii) seeing ugly colors, 
they experience the suffering of sadness (, daurmanasyaduhkha ); Hi) seeing neither unpleasant nor pleasant 
colors, they experience a feeling of indifference ( upeksacitta ). And it is the same for [the other sense 
objects] on up to dharmas. The Buddha, however, has control ( vasita ) over the six sense objects 
(sadvisaya): in the face of pleasant or unpleasant objects, he is able to produce a feeling of indifference as 
has been said in regard to his holy magic (rddhi). 

These are the various reasons why he enters into concentration and does not have any unconsidered 
indifference. 

7. The Buddha has no loss of zeal 


Fie has no loss of zeal ( ndsti chandaparihanih). - Knowing the value of the good dharmas ( kusaladliarma ), 
the Buddha always wants to accumulate the good dharmas and since his mind never tires of cultivating the 
good dharmas, he has no loss of zeal. 

[The Buddha helps a blind bhiksu thread his needle.] 787 - Thus there was once an partially blind old bhiksu 
who was repairing his cloak (samghdti). Unable to thread his needle (suci), he said to people: “Would 
someone who wants to gain merit thread my needle for me?” The Buddha appeared before him and said: “I 
am someone who loves merit without ever tiring of it. Bring your needle.” Full of respect, the bhiksu 
caught a glimpse of the Buddha’s radiance and recognized his voice. Fie said to the Buddha: “The Buddha 


786 Thus Sakradevendra was converted in the Indrasailaguha (abive, p. 180F, note 2), and the four 
Caturmaharajakayikadevas, on the shores of lake Mandakini (Sarvastivadin Vin., T 1435, k. 26, p. 193a; 
Mulasarv. Vin., in Gilgit Manuscripts, III, I, p. 256-259; Tch’ou yao king, T 212, k. 23, p. 734b; 
Vibhhasa, T 1545, k. 79, p. 410a; T 1546, k. 41, p. 306c; T 1547, k. 9, p. 482c). 

^87 Anecdote taken from the Sibijataka of the Avadananasataka, I, p. 182-183 which the Traite has 
already related above, p. 569-570F. 
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has exhausted the ends and the depths of the immense sea of qualities (, apramanagunasagara ); why is he 
not yet satisfied?” The Buddha said to the bhiksu: “The reward of the qualities ( gunavipdka ) is very 
profound ( gambhfra ). There is nobody who knows their benefits as I do. Although I have exhausted the 
ends and the depths, my zeal ( chandacitta ) for merit is not yet satisfied ( atrpta ): this is why 1 have become 
Buddha, Consequently, even now I do not stop. Although there are no further qualities that I might obtain, 
my zeal does not cease.” In fear, gods and men understood: “If the Buddha, [perfect as he is] is so 
insatiable for the qualities ( gunesv atrptah), what would it be for other people?” The Buddha preached the 
Dharma to the bhiksu and at once his fleshly eye ( mdmsacaksus ) was enriched with the pure eye of wisdom 
( prajndcakusus ). 

Question. - But the Buddha had previously eliminated the zeal for all the good dharmas ( sarvesu kusalesu 
dharmesuchandah); why is it said here that he has not lost zeal (nasti chandaparidnih )? 

Answer. - When he ruled out zeal for all the good dharmas, he had in mind those who are “zealous to 
obtain good dharmas that have not yet been obtained” ( anutpanndndm kusalanam dharmdndm utpdddya 
chandam janayanti) or who “are zealous so that good dharmas already obtained should develop” 
(upannanam kusalanam dharmdndm bhuyobhdvdya chandam janayanti ). 788 But the Buddha does not have 
that type of zeal. Completely endowed with all the qualities ( sarvagunasampanna ), there is nothing that he 
has not obtained and he has nothing to increase. Here the word ‘zeal’ ( chanda ) means what I have said 
above: although the Buddha is endowed with all the qualities, his zeal for them has not come to a stop. 

In the horse-jewel ( asvaratna), 789 even if it has arrived at its destination, the desire to go forward never 
ceases and persists until death. It is the same for the Buddha-Jewel. When the great fire at the end of the 
kalpa ( mahdkalpodddha ) has burned and consumed the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, 790 the power of 
fire has not disappeared. It is the same for the fire of the Buddha’s wisdom: when he has burned up all the 
passions ( klesa ) and illumined all things, the zeal associated with this wisdom ( prajnasamprayuktachanda ) 
is not extinguished. 

Moreover, although the Buddha fulfills all the good dharmas and all the qualities, beings are inexhaustible 
(aksaya) in number and this is why the desire which the Buddha has to save them all does not stop. 

Question. - If the desire that the Buddha has to save all beings never [249c] ceases, why then does he enter 
into nirvana? 

Answer. -There are two ways to save beings: some obtain salvation when the Buddha is present, others 
obtain salvation after his nirvana. 791 Thus it is said in the Fa-houa king (Saddharmapundarrkasutra): 


?88 j wo 0 f the four samyakpradhanas. 

7 ^ 9 One of the seven jewels of the cakravartin king. 

790 Cf. Kosa, III, p. 184. 

79 1 In the view of the Mahayana, the nirvana of the Buddha is not an historical fact but simply skillful 
means ( updya ), a fiction destined to convert beings. 
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“When the master physician had given the medicinal plants he had gathered to his sons, he left them.” 792 
This is why the Buddha enters into nirvana. 

Moreover, there are beings with weak faculties ( mrdvindriya ) and slight virtues who are incapable of 
realizing the grand undertaking [of salvation] and who can only plant the causes of merits. This is why the 
Buddha enters into nirvana [without waiting for them to reach their salvation]. 

Question. - But even after the death { nirodha ) of the Buddha, there are still people who become arhat; why 
do you say that they can only plant the causes of merits? 

Answer. - Although some become arhat, they are so rare that it is not worth mentioning. On the other hand, 
as soon as the Buddha preaches the Dharma, there are, in the ten directions, innumerable and incalculable 
beings who obtain Bodhi. After the death of the Buddha, it is the same. Similarly in a great kingdom, there 
are indeed some punitive military expeditions, but these are so rare that we do not speak about them. This is 
why, although beings are inexhaustible in number, the Buddha enters into nirvana. 

Finally, it is said in the Mo-ho-yen Cheou-leng-yen king (Mahayana Suramgamasamadhisutra): “In the 
Pratimandita universe, the Buddha has a life-span of seven hundred incalculable periods 
(i asamkhyeyalkalpa ) during which he saves beings.” 793 This is why it is said that the Buddha has no loss of 
zeal ( chandaparihdni ). 


793 Saddharmapundarrka, p. 322,1. 5-6 (cf. Transl. of KumarajTva, T 202, k. 6, p. 43a27-28: Sa 
(vaidyapurusa) evam tanputran updyakausalyendnusisydnayataram janapadapradesam prakrdntah. 

A physician, having returned from a voyage, found his sons sick from a poisonous drink. He 
offered them an antidote. Some of his sons took it and were cured at once. Others, repulsed by the smell 
and taste of the remedy, refused to drink it. In order to make these recalcitrants take the potion, the 
physician resorted to a skillful stratagem. He gave them the antidote again, then he left for a foreign land. 
From there, he spread the rumor of his death, and his afflicted sons, in memory of their father, finally 
took the remedy and were cured. Knowing that his sons were free of their illness, the physician showed 
himself to them again. 

Similarly, the Buddha preaches the path of salvation, but some of his listeners refuse to take it. 
Then the Buddha pretends to enter into nirvana so that the obstinate ones, grieved by his death, finally 
consent to be converted. Actually this nirvana is just a skillful stratagem. 

793 T 642, k. 2, p. 644cl6-645al3; Tib. Trip., vol. 32, no. 800, fol. 336a6-337b2; my [Lamotte] 
translation of the Suramgamasamadhi, 1965, p. 267-270. 

“The public ministry of the Buddha Sakyamuni lasted only 45 years. Working for such a short 
period of time for the good and happiness of beings, Sakyamuni experienced only a rather lukewarm 
zeal. How can you say that he had no loss of zeal?” 

In order to answer this objection, the Traite appeals here to a passage from the 
Suramgamasamadhi identifying the Sakyamuni of the Saha universe, who entered nirvana at the age of 
48 years, with the buddha Vairocana of the Pratimandita whose life-span is seven hundred incalculable 
periods. 
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8. The Buddha has no loss of exertion 


He has no loss of exertion ( nasti viryapa.riha.nih). - See what hs been said about loss of zeal: zeal ( clianda ) 
is synonymous with exertion (vfrya). 

Question. - If that is so, the special attributes (avenikadharma) are no longer eighteen in number [but just 
seventeen]. Furthermore, in the list of mental events ( caitasikadhanna ), a distinction is made between zeal 
and exertion. 794 Then why do you say that zeal is confused with exertion? 

Answer. - Zeal is the action taken at the beginning and, when zeal is developed, it has the name of 
exertion. This is what the Buddha said: “All dharmas have zeal as their root” (chandamulakdh sarve 
dharm ah). 794 Zeal is like a thirsty man who wants to find something to drink; exertion is like the means 
(;updya ) used to seek something to drink. Zeal is mind ( citta ), desire to find: exertion serves to realize the 
thing. Zeal comes from a mental action ( manakannan ); exertion comes from three actions: [mental action, 
vocal action and physical action]. Zeal is internal; exertion is external. These are the resemblances and the 
differences. 


In the passage in question, the bodhisattva Drdhamati asks Sakyamuni: “How long is your life¬ 
span and when will you enter nirvana?” Sakyamuni answers: “My life-span is exactly the same as that of 
the buddha Vairocana of the Pratimandita.” Drdamati then goes to this universe to ask Vairocana who 
replies that his life-span will be exactly seven hundred incalculable periods like that of the buddha 
Sakyamuni. Returning to the Saha universe, Drdhamati communicates this information to the disciples of 
Sakyamuni and the latter finally acknowledges: “The buddha Vairocana is myself who, under a different 
name, assures the welfare and the happiness of all beings.” 

The result is that the zeal of Sakyamuni is not limited to 45 years but extends over seven 
hundred incalculable periods. 

Nevertheless, it would be a complete misunderstanding of the intent of the Mahayana to identify 
Sakyamuni with one or another Buddha in particular: in reality, he is mixed up with all the Buddhas 
whose true way of existing ( tathatd) is an inconceivable ‘non-existence’. 

In another passage (p. 129-131 of the translation), the Suramgamasamadhi states that the 
Tathagatas are non-existent in the past, the present and the future, and that they are identical in that they 
are like magic and a mirage, without coming or going. And the Vimalakirtinirdesa (p. 355-359) in turn 
affirms that the true manner of seeing the Tathagata is ‘to see him as if there was nothing to see’. 

794 The Pali Abhidhamma (cf. Compendium of Philosophy, p. 237 and seq.) lists 52 mental events 
(i cetasika ); the Sarvastivadin Abhidharma (cf. Kosa, II, p. 150-165) has 46. Both make a distinction 
between chanda, defined as ‘desire for action’ (kartukamatd) and vfiya, defined as ‘endurance in the 
mind’ ( cetaso 'bhyutsdhah). 

795 Anguttara, IV, p. 339,1. 4; V, p. 107,1. 6; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 28, p. 602c4: Chandamulaka, 
avuso, abbe dhammd. 
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Moreover, exertion is loved by the Buddhas: it is in this way that the Buddha Sakyamuni skipped over nine 
kalpas 796 and quickly attained anuttara samyaksambodhi. 

[Saiksasutra.] - Moreover, it is said that one day the Buddha said to Ananda: “Preach the Dharma to the 
bhiksus; my back hurts ( prsthTma dvildyati)', I am going to rest for a while.” Then the Bhagavat folded his 
upper garment in four ( caturgunam uttardsangam prajnapya), spread it on the ground and with his cloak 
(samgdti) as a pillow (bimbohana), lay down. Ananda preached the seven factors of enlightenment 
(saptasambodhyahga). When he had come to the factor ‘exertion’ (vuyasambodhyahga), the Buddha arose 
with a start and said to Ananda: “Ananda, are you praising exertion?” ( pratibhatam ta Ananda viryani) 
Ananda answered “I am praising it.” And this happened three times. Then the Buddha said: “Good, good! 
Exertion well cultivated leads to the supreme perfect enlightenment ( viryam dsevitam 
anuttarasamyaksambodhaye) and all the more so to the other Bodhis.” 797 

This is why the Buddha has no loss of exertion and, if he does not stop [250a] even when he is sick, what 
can be said about when he is not sick? 

Moreover, in order to save beings, the Buddha gives up the happiness of his very deep concentration 
(gambhirasamadhi ) and he saves beings by means of all kinds of bodies {kayo), by all kinds of voices 
(vac), by all kinds of means (updya). Sometimes he borrows dangerous paths; sometimes he eats bad 
food; 798 sometimes he suffers cold and heat ( sftosna ); sometimes he encounters wicked objections 
(mithydcodana), harmful words (pdrusyavdda ) and curses. He endures them patiently without disgust. 
Although he has mastery ( vasita ) over all dharmas, the Buddha accomplishes these things without 
producing laziness ( kausfdya ). 

[Conversion ofSubhadra.] 799 - Thus, after having saved beings, when the Buddha had lain down in the So- 
lo-lin (Salavana) under two trees, the brahmacarin Siu-p-t’o (Subhadra) said to Ananda: “I have heard that 
this very night (adya rdtryam ) the Omniscient One ( sarvajnd) will die: I would like to see the Buddha.” 
Ananda stopped him, saying: “The Buddha has preached the Dharma far and wide to people and he is very 
sick (kldnta).” The Buddha overheard and said to Ananda: “Let Subhadra approach: he will be the last of 
my disciples (, ayam me pascimo bhavisyati srdvdnam ).” Subhadra was able to approach, questioned the 


7 ^6 Normally a bodhisattva needs a hundred kalpas to accomplish the actions productive of the marks of 
the Great Man, but Sakyamuni, thanks to his exertion, accomplished them in 91 kalpas. On these nine 
kalpas skipped over thus by Sakyamuni, see the references above, p. 252, note 1. 

7 ^ 7 This has already been cited twice, p. 243-244F and 942-943F. To the references given on p. 244F, 
the Sanskrit Mahaparinirvanasutra, p. 286-288, should be added and the Chinese version Pan ni yuan 
king (T 6, k. 2, p. 184b 14-28) summarized by E. Waldschmidt, Lebensende des Buddha, p. 169-170. See 
also Tsaahan (T 99, no. 727, k. 27, p. 195b29-196al 1. 

^98 Invited to Veranja by the Brahmin Agnidatta, the Buddha was reduced to eating barley: see above, 
p. 124F and n. 1. 

7< ^ On the conversion of Subhadra, see above, p. 205-209F and n. To these references, add the account 
of this conversion given in the Sanskrit Mahaparinirvanasutra, p. 366-386. 


1352 



Buddha on his doubts; the Buddha preached the Dharma to him as he wished and cut through his doubts. 
Subhadra obtained Bodhi. 


Before the Buddha entered into nirvana without residue ( anupadhisesa nirvana), the bhiksus said to the 
Buddha: “Bhagavat, it is wonderful (, adbhuta) that, right at the end, you had compassion for this 
brahmcarin heretic and you spoke with him.” The Buddha said: “It is not just in the present lifetime 
(ihajannum ) that I have saved him as I was dying. In an earlier lifetime ( purvajanman ), when 1 had not yet 
obtained Bodhi, I saved him as I was dying.” 

[Jdtaka of the deer who sacrificed himself ] 800 - Once, innumerable and incalculable periods 
(i asamkhyeyakalpa ) ago, there was a great tree in the forest that sheltered many birds and animals. A forest 
fire ( ddva ) broke out which blazed on three sides at once: only one direction was saved, but it was blocked 
off by a river ( nadi ). All the animals crowded in there miserably without finding a way to save their lives 
by flight. 

At that time there was a deer ( mrga ) who was big and strong. With my forefeet I leaned on one bank, with 
my hind feet I crouched on the other bank. I ordered the animals to cross over by walking on my back 
(prstha ). My skin ( tvac ) and my flesh ( mdmsa ) were completely torn, but by the power of my compassion 
(karund), I supported them up to my death. 

At the end, there was one hare ( sasaka ) left. My strength was exhausted, but at the price of a supreme 
effort, I let him cross. When he had crossed over, my back broke and I fell into the river and died. 

This happened a long time ago and it is not just today [that I have saved someone when I was at the end of 
my strength]. Those who at that time were the first to cross are my present disciples; the hare who crossed 
last is today Subhadra. 


800 This Jataka exists in three different versions: The first appears in the Tibetan version and the 
Chinese version of the Mulasarv. Vinaya (T 1451, k. 38, p. 397b21-cl3), the one edited and the other 
translated by E. Waldschmidt in the Sanskrit Mahaparinirvanasutra (p. 476-478). The original Sanskrit 
occurs in the Avadanasataka, I, p. 235-236 (tr. Feer, p. 157-158): Bhutapurvam bhiksavo ‘tfte ‘dhvani 
anyatarasyamparvatadaryam m rgayuthapahprativasati... kausindgard Malld mrgatasavako ‘yam 
Subhadrah. 

The second version is that of the Traite. It differs slightly from the preceding. The herd of deer 
is not controlled by the king, but is forced to flee by a fire. The last animal to pass on the deer-king’s 
back is not a baby deer but a hare. Finally the first animals to cross are not the actual Mallas of 
Kusinagara but the actual disciples of the Buddha. 

The third version, even nmore aberrant, is in the Lieou tou tsi king, T 152, no. 57, k. 6, p. 32cl 1- 
33a5 (transl. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 218-220). Here a herd of five hundred deer is encircled; the deer- 
king stands on the rope that encircles them and lets all the other deer escape by passing over on his back. 
There is no fire and no little animal that is the last. 

Also, the deer is one of the favorite animals of Buddhist folklore and often appears in other 
Jataka tales such as the Ruru and the Nigrodhamiga Jataka (see above, p. 972-975F). 
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Therefore it is from lifetime to lifetime that the Buddha likes to use exertion, and it is not just today that he 
never stops. This is why it is said that he has no loss of exertion. 

9. The Buddha has no loss of mindfulness 


He has no loss of mindfulness (ndsti smrtiparihanih). - Since he is endowed with all the knowledges 
(,sarvajndna ) of the things of the three times ( tryadhvadharma ), his memory ( smrti ) is perfect (sampurna) 
and without lapse ( aparihani ). 

Question. - First it was said that the Buddha has no failure of mindfulness ( musitasmrtita) and now it is 
said that he has no loss of mindfulness ( smrtiparihdni ). Are the absence of failure of mindfulness and the 
absence of loss of mindfulness the same or different? If they are the same, why repeat it; if they are 
different, what does the difference ( visesa ) consist of? 

Answer. - Failure of mindfulness ( musitasmrtita) is a mistake (viparyaya); loss of mindfulness 
{smrtiparihdni) is a defect {abhibhava). Failure of mindfulness is an error in the postures ( fiydpatha ), the 
way one holds one’s head, comes or goes; non-loss of mindfulness is the mindfulness lasting during the 
concentrations ( samadhi ) and the superknowledges (abhijnd), the unhindered penetration 
(i apratiataprativedha ) of the past and the present. [250b] 

Question. - Why is just non-loss of mindfulness ( smrtyuparihani ) itself a special attribute of the Buddha? 

Answer. - The sravakas and pratyekabuddhas who practicethe four foundations of mindfulness 
( smrtyupasthana ) well have strong minfulness; but, strong as it is, it still has lows (dnatva) and obstacles 
{vighna) and does not penetrate deeply. As I have said in regard to the power of the mindfulness of former 
abodes ( purvanivasanusmrtijnbnabala), 801 the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas remember their former 
abodes for a maximum of 84,000 kalpas: beyond that they have lapses of memory. Moreover, in the path of 
seeing the truths ( satyadarsanamdrga ), they cannot distinguish the successive moments [of the sixteen 
minds making up this path]. The Buddha himself distinguishes the three characteristics of each of these 
moments: [arising, duration and cessation]. There is not a single thing that the Buddha does not remember: 
this is why he alone has no loss of mindfulness. 

Moreover, the power of knowledge of the former abodes is a knowledge ( jndna ) depending on the memory. 
That is what the Buddha has power ( bala) in. The sravakas and pratyekabuddhas do not possess this power 
of memory (smrtibala) and other people still less. 

Finally, the Buddha guards his mindfulness by his unobstructed deliverance (, apratihatavimukta ) and his 
omniscience: this is why he has no loss of mindfulness. 

For all these reasons, the Buddha has no loss of mindfulness. 


801 Above, p. 1555F. 
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10. The Buddha has no loss of wisdom 


He has no loss of wisdom (ndsti prajnaparihanih). - As the Buddha has obtained all these wisdoms 
( prajna), he has no loss of wisdom; as his wisdom of the three times ( tryadvajnana ) is unobstructed, he has 
no loss of wisdom. 

Moreover, he is endowed with the ten powers (bald), the four fearlessnesses ( vaisdradya ) and the four 
unhindered wisdoms ( pratisamvid ): this is why he has no loss of wisdom. If the oil ( taila ) is plentiful and 
the wick ( vartikd) is clean, the flame of the lamp ( dipajvdla ) is excellent. 802 It is the same for the Buddha 
who has concentrations such as the Samadhirajasamadhi as oil and, as clean wick, the absence of loss of 
mindfulness. This is why the radiance of his wisdom is immense and uneclipsed. 

Moreover, since his first production of the mind of awakening (prathamacittotpdda ) and for innumerable 
and incalculable periods (asamkhyeyakalpa), the Buddha has accumulated all the wisdoms and, in 
accordance with his high resolution ( adhydsaya ), he has sacrificed his head ( siras ), his eyes (; nayana ), his 
marrow (majjd) and his skull (mastakd), he has given all his inner and outer possessions, he has entered 
into fire, he has thrown himself down from mountains, he has flayed his skin, he has nailed his body, 
etc.; 803 there is no suffering that he has not endured, careful to accumulate wisdom. This is why he has no 
loss of wisdom. 

Furthermore, the wisdom of the Buddha is aided by all the qualities: morality (sfla), concentration 
(samddhi), etc. This is why he has no loss of wisdom. 

Furthermore, from lifetime to lifetime, he has studied all the books, whether it is the conventional sciences 
(samvrtidharma) or the Buddha dharma, coarse ( auddrika ) or subtle ( suksma ), good ( kusala ) or bad 
(i akusala ), he has studied it all and understands it all. This is why he has no loss of wisdom. 

Furthermore, he has read, thought about, meditated on and investigated the teachings heard from the 
mouths of the innumerable Buddhas of the ten directions. This is why he has no loss of wisdom. 

Furthermore, in the interest of beings and to increase all the good dharmas, he has destroyed ignorance 
(avidyd) everywhere. This is why he has no loss of wisdom. 

Furthermore, his wisdom really understands the [true] nature of dharmas, non-arising ( anutpdda ), non¬ 
cessation (anirodha), non-defilement (asamklesa), non-purification ( avyavaddna ), non-action 
(i anabhisamskara ), non-functioning ( asamuddcdra ). He makes no distinction between true knowledge and 
false knowledge. 804 He knows that the dharmas are identical and equally pure ( visuddha ), without 

802 Samyutta, II, p. 86: Seyyathdpi bhikkhave telam ca paticca vattim capaticca telappadipo 
jhdyeyya. 

^03 These deeds of the future Buddha have been told in preceding poages (143-144F, 688-691F, 714- 
720F, 755-766F, 889-890F, 972-977F, etc.). Most took place in the north-west of India. 

804 An idea often developed by the Traite, e.g., p. 1058F, 1106F. 
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defilement ( aklista ) and without stain ( nirupcilepa ) like space (dkdsa). Disregarding all duality, he acquires 
the [true] nature of the Dharma, i.e., [250c] entry into non-duality ( advayapravesa ). This entry into non¬ 
duality, characteristic of the Dharma, is immense ( apramdna ) and infinite ( ananta ). This is why he has no 
loss of wisdom. 

For various reasons of this kind, the Buddha has no loss of wisdom. 

11. The Buddha has no loss of deliverance 


Fie has no loss of deliverance (nasti vimuktiparihanih). - Deliverance ( vimukti ) is twofold: i) conditioned 
( samskrta ) and ii) unconditioned ( asamskrta). 805 Conditioned deliverance is the deliverance associated 
with pure wisdom ( andsravaprajndsamprayukta ). Unconditioned deliverance is the cessation without 
residue of all the disturbing emotions ( klesa ) with their residues ( vdsand ). In the Buddha there is no loss of 
this twofold deliverance. Why? The sravakas and pratyekabuddhas whose wisdom is not very keen ( tfksnd) 
and whose disturbing emotions have not been entirely destroyed have loss of deliverance, but the Buddhas 
whose wisdom is supremely keen and whose disturbing emotions and the traces of the emotions have 
ceased definitively without residue have no loss of deliverance. 

Moreover, as I have said above (p. 1560F) in regard to the power of the destruction of the impurities 
(dsravaksayabala ), there are differences between the deliverance of the Buddhas and that of the sravakas. 
The Buddha has the power of the destruction of the impurities and therefore has no loss of deliverance; the 
adepts of the two Vehicles, (i.e., the sravakas and the pratyekabuddhas], do not have this power and 
therefore have loss of deliverance. 

12. The Buddha has no loss of the wisdom and the vision of deliverance 


There is no loss of the wisdom and the vision of deliverance (nasti vimuktijndnadarsanaparihdnih). - In 
regard to these deliverances, the wisdom of the Buddha is immense (apramdna), infinite ( ananta ) and pure 
(visuddha): this is why he has no loss of the wisdom and the vision of deliverance. 

Question. - The Buddha has no loss of anything; why would it be only in regard to such things [chanda, 
vfrya, smrti, prajnd, vimukti and vimuktijnanadarsana mentioned in the special attributes no. 7 tol2] that 
there is no loss? 

Answer. - In order to realize one’s own benefit ( svdrtha ) and the benefit of others (pardrtha). the first four 
things are enough: i) chanda ‘zeal’ is the basis (mulct) for seeking all the good dharmas; ii) viiya ‘exertion’ 
is capable of acting; Hi) smrti ‘mindfulness’ mounts guard like a gatekeeper (dauvdrika): it lets the good 
enter but keeps out the bad; iv) prajnd ‘wisdom’ illumines all the teachings (dharmamukha) and destroys 


805 Qf. Kosa, VI, p. 296 seq. 
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the disturbing emotions (klesa). Using these four things allows the realization of the goal: [the benefit of 
oneself and that of others]. 

The fruit of retribution (vipdkaphala) of these four things is twofold: i) vimukti, ‘deliverance’; ii) 
vimuktijnanadarsana, ‘knowledge and vision of deliverance’. The meaning of vimukti has been defined 
above. As for vimuktijnanadarsana, it is by using it that one understands the two kinds of deliverance, i.e., 
conditioned deliverance (samskrta) and unconditioned deliverance (, asamskrta ), and one also understands 
the other kinds of deliverance; occasional deliverance (sdmayikf vimukti ), non-occasional deliverance 
(asdmayikf vimukti), deliverance of mind ( cetovimukti )], deliverance by wisdom ( prajndvimukti ), twofold 
deliverance ( ubhayatobhdgavimukti ), destructible deliverance ( bhedayavimukti ), indestructible deliverance 
(abhedyavimukti), the eight liberations ( vimoksa ), the inconceivable liberations ( acintyavimoksa ), the 
unobstructed liberations ( avydhatovimoksa ), etc. 

The Buddha distinguishes all these deliverances, solid or non-solid: that is why ‘he has no loss of the 
knowledge and the vision of deliverance.’ 

As has been said above (p. 1358F) in regard to the recollection of the Buddha, among the five elements of 
sainthood ( asaiksaskandha ), the latter possesses the element consisting of the knowledge and vision of 
deliverance ( vimuktijndnadarsanaskandha ). Here it is necessary to speak about it at length. 

Question. - We say ‘knowledge and vision of deliverance’: it should be enough to say ‘knowledge’ 

( jndna ); why add ‘vision’ ( darsana) as well? 

Answer. - By saying knowledge and vision, we reinforce the matter. It is like with ropes ( rajju ): when two 
ropes are joined together into one, it is stronger. 

Moreover, to say only ‘knowledge’ would not include all the wisdoms ( prajnd). See what the Abhidharma 
says: 

“The wisdoms (prajim) are of three types: i) involving knowledge (jndna ) and not vision ( darsana ); ii) 
involving vision and not knowledge; Hi) involving both knowledge and vision. Those that involve 
knowledge and not vision are: the knowledge of the destruction of the impurities (dsravaksayajndna), the 
knowledge of non-arising ( anutpddajndna) and the knowledge associated with the [251a] first five 
consciousnesses ( pancavijndnasamprayuktajndna ). Those that involve vision and not knowledge are the 
eight ksdntis [of the path of seeing the truths], right worldly vision (laukikd samyagdrsti) and the five 
wrong views (mithyadrsti). Those that involve both knowledge and vision are all the other wisdoms.” 806 

[In the case we are dealing with here] simply saying ‘knowledge’ would exclude vision; simply saying 
‘vision’ would exclude knowledge. This is why we say ‘knowledge and vision’: that makes it complete 
(sampanna). 

Moreover, whatever is conceived (vikalpita) and determined (vicdrita) as a function of the teachings of a 
third person is called knowledge (jndna); what one realizes by oneself (svatah sdksdtb'ta) is called vision 
(darsana). Similarly, if the ear hears something but still has doubts, that is called knowledge; on the other 

806 See the detail in Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 95, p. 490b-c. 
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hand, if the eye sees and perceives by itself unhesitatingly, that is called vision. These are the differences 
(visesa) between knowledge and vision. 

Furthermore, according to some, arhats still doubt their own deliverance ( vimukti ) and do not recognize it 
personally. But such arhats are not real arhats. Also, in order to cut this wrong view ( mithyadrsti ), the 
Buddha said that the saints (dryapudgald) recognize and see deliverance. But although these arhats may 
have obtained the knowledge and vision of deliverance, they can lose this knowledge and vision of 
deliverance because they do not have omniscience (, sarvajnmafa ), they are not endowed with an absolutely 
superior wisdom ( nddhimdtraprqjnendriyasamvdgata) and they cannot recognize the various special 
characteristics ( bhimmlaksanavisesa ) of things, [namely], the moments of instantaneous arising and 
cessation ( ksanikotpddanirodha ). 

The Buddha, on the other hand, is endowed with an absolutely pure faculty of wisdom 
(i adhimatraprcjnendriyasamanvagata ) and cognizes the instantaneous arisings and cessations 
(ksanikotpddanirodha ) belonging to each dharma. This is why he ‘has no loss of knowledge and vision of 
deliverance’. 

Finally, the Buddha is endowed with the perfection of the Dharma eye ( dharmacaksurvisuddhi ) and, as is 
said in regard to this Dharma eye, the Buddha knows the beings who enter nirvana either by the gate of 
deliverance of emptiness ( sunyatavimoksamukha ) or by the gate of deliverance of signlessness 
(animittavimoksamukha) or by the gate of deliverance of wishlessness ( apranihitavimoksamukha ). Fie 
knows those who see the five aggregates ( skandha ), the twelve bases of consciousness (dyatana) and the 
eighteen elements ( dhdtu ), and who, by these various teachings ( ndndvidhadhannamukha ), obtain 
deliverance. In this knowledge and this vision of deliverance, the Buddha has a complete and universal 
knowledge. This is why it is said that he has no loss of the knowledge and vision of deliverance. 

13-15. Every physical, vocal or mental action of the Buddha accompanies knowledge 


All his bodily actions, all his vocal actions and all his mental actions accompany knowledge (sarvani 
kdyavdgmanaskarmdni jndndnuparivartini). - In the Buddha, all bodily, vocal and mental actions are 
preceded by knowledge ( jndnapurvamgama ) and, subsequently, accompany knowledge 
(jndnanupari vartin). 

Of all the bodily, vocal or mental actions of the Buddha, there is not one that is not useful to beings: this is 
why it is said that his actions are preceded by knowledge and accompany knowledge. 

Thus it is said in a sutra: “In the Buddhas, even the outbreath (prasvdsa ) and the inbreath (dsvdsa ) are 
useful to beings.” Flow, then, would their bodily, vocal and mental actions not be useful to them? The 
wicked who smell the perfume ( gandha ) of the breath (dndpdna ) of the Buddha obtain pure faith 
(cittaprasdda) and love the Buddha. The gods who breathe the perfume of his breath renounce the five 
objects of desire ( pancakdmaguna ) and resolve to practice the good. This is why it is said that his bodily, 
vocal and mental actions accompany knowledge. 
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The sravakas and pratyekabuddhas do not have this privilege. First they do good in their mind and then 
only afterwards by means of bodily or vocal actions. 807 Sometimes even their mental action 
(manaskarman) is indeterminate (avydb-ta) and is produced without accompanying knowledge. [If that is 
so for [251b] them], what can be said for other people? 

Take for example the bhiksu Kiao-fan-po-t’i (Gavampati): although he was arhat, he spit up his own food 
and then swallowed it again. 808 Such an action does not accompany knowledge. 

See also the bhiksu-arhat Mo-t’eou-po-sseu-tcho (Madhuvasistha) who climbed onto scaffolding 
(gosdraka), walls ( bhitti ) and trees ( vrksa ). 809 


^7 According to the principle: Cetanaham, bhikkhave, kammam vadami; cetayitvd kammam karoti 
kdyena manasa: “I say that action is volition, and it is after having willed that one does an action by the 
body, speech or mind” (Anguttara, III, p. 415; Kathavatthu, p. 393; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 27, p. 

600a24). In ordinary beings, volition must be followed by a bodily or vocal ‘gesture’ in order to be 
effective; in higher beings, volition is enough to realize the intention. 

808 p or Gavampati, see above, p. 97F and n. 2. In his earlier existences, he had been a ruminant and 
later, becoming an arhat, he always re-swallowed his food. 

^09 Unknown in the Pali sources, the legend of Madhuvasistha, ‘Excellent Honey’, appears in 
fragmentary state in the Chinese texts, but can easily be reconstituted: 

A. Tchong a han, T 26, k. 8, p. 471al6-29. 

B. Mahasamghika Vin., T 1425, k. 29, p. 464al3-27. 

C. Mulasarv. Vin., T 1450, k. 12, p. 163c8-164al2. 

D. Anavatapatagatha (ed. Bechert, p. 188-191; transl. Hofinger, p. 275-278): Miilasarv. Vin., 
Bhaisajavastu, T 1448, k. 18, p. 90al2-b27; Fo wou po ti tseu, T 199, p. 200b22-201a6. 

E. Hien yu king, T 202, no, 54, k. 12, p. 429cl0-430c3; Dzan-lun, transl. IJ. Schmidt, Der 
Weise und der Thor, chap. XL. 

F. Mahavastu, T 1545, k. 99, p. 514c29-515al4. 

G. Vibhasa, T 1546, k. 49, p. 372al3-27. 

H. Traite, T 1508, k. 26, p. 251b2-4;k. 38, p. 337a6-8; k. 84, p. 649cl0-13. 

I. Si-yu-ki, T 2087, k. 4, p. 890bl9-c3 (transl. Watters, I, p. 309). 

J. Ibid., T 2087, k. 7, p. 908M6-21 (transl. Watters, II, p. 65). 

Once, at the time of the buddha Kasyapa, a young bhiksu, on seeing another sramana leaping 
over a canal, shouted: ‘‘This man is as agile as a monkey!” Bad luck overtook him: this irreverent 
comment brought him rebirth in the form of a monkey for five hundred lifetimes (sources E, H). 

It was only during his last lifetime as a monkey that he met the Buddha Sakyamuni. A Brahmin 
named Vasistha was grieving because he had no son and the heretical teachers whom he consulted held 
out no hope for him. On his wife’s advce, he went to find the Buddha and offered him a new robe. The 
Teacher consoled him and predicted that he would soon have a son called to high destinies. Full of 
gratitude, the brahmin Vasistha invited the Buddha and the Sangha to a meal. On their return, Sakyamuni 
and his monks stopped near a pool and set down their bowls on the ground. It was then that there took 
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place the meeting between the Buddha and a monkey who was none other than the young monk who had 
been insolent in past times (source E). 

The texts are not in agreement on the place where this meeting took place and have proposed, 
respectively: 

Vaisall and more precisely, the Markatahradatira ‘Edge of the Monkey Pool’ in the 
Kutagarasala ‘Hall of the Belvedere’ (sources A, D, F, J). 

The shore of the Li-k’i-tcho river, not otherwise identified (source B). 

Nddikd Kunjikdvasatha (in Pali, Nddika Ginjikdvasatha), i.e., ‘Nadika, in the Tiled House’, a 
village in the land of the Vrjis between Kotigrama and Vaisall (sources C, G). 

Srdvasti (source E). 

A dried-up pool near Mathura (source I). 

Whatever the exact place, the monkey in question seized the Buddha’s bowl. The monks were 
afraid that he would break it and started off in pursuit, but the Buddha called them back. The monkey 
went off with the bowl, climbed up into a sdla tree (Vatica robusta), took some honey with which he 
filled the bowl, came back down carefully and gravely presented the pot of honey to the Buddha but the 
latter did not accept it. The monkey retreated several paces and, with a bamboo stem, took out the insects 
caught in the honey, came back again and presented the bowl anew, but again without any success. Not 
discouraged, he went to a clear spring, washed the honey with water and for the third time offered it to 
the Buddha who finally accepted it and shared it with his disciples (sources A, B, C, D, E, F, G, I). 

Seeing his offering accepted, the monkey leapt with joy, but while he went away dancing, he 
lost his footing, fell into a ditch or hole where he died (sources B, C, E, F, G, I). One source (B) has it 
that he gained the Trayastrimsa heaven, but it is generally thought that he took birth directly into the 
world of humans (sources C, D, R, F, G, I). 

He was incarnated in the womb of Vasistha’s wife and, as a reward for his merit, great wonders 
were realized: during the months of his gestation, a rain of madhu i.e., honey, fell from the sky (source 
C); on the day of his birth, all the utensils in the house were spontaneously filled with honey (source E). 
As honey seemed to follow him everywhere and his father was called Vasistha, he was given the name 
Madhu-Vasistha (sources C, E). 

At the required age, Madhuvavasistha, triumphing over the resistance of his parents, entered the 
religious life, and the Buddha gave him ordination according to the quick procedure of ehibhiksuka 
(source E). He practiced brahmacarya and became arhat (source B, C, D, E, F, G). But the miracle of 
honey followed him throughout his religious life: every day he was miraculously gratified by three pots 
of honey which he gave respectively to the Buddha, the Samgha and to his parents (source C); when he 
was walking with his colleagues and when he saw them faltering, it was enough for him to hold out his 
bowl and it became filled immediately by the gods (sources C, D). 

Nevertheless, his great holiness had not liberated him from the traces of his passions 
(klesavdsand) and, retaining the habits of monkeys, he was often seen climbing on walls and in trees 
(source H). 
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Finally, see Pi-ling-k’ie-p’o-ts’o (Pilindavatsa) who insulted the Ganges and treated it as a little slave 
(vatea/a) 810811 

Such bodily and vocal actions are not preceded by knowledge {jnanpurvamgama ) and do not accompany 
knowledge (jnanaparivartin ). The Buddha himself has none of these things. 




Digression on a case brought against the Buddha 812 


It has long been noticed that, in the Si-yu-ki, Hiuan-tsang locates the monkey’s offering at a 
dried-up pool near Mathura (source I) and locates farther east, at VaisalT, the place where the monkeys 
dug the pool that bears their name ( markatahrada ) and, not far from there, fdled the Buddha’s bowl with 
honey (source J). The dividing up of the legend and the multiplying of the monkeys poses a twofold 
problem which has been resolved wisely by A. Foucher ( AgbG, I, p. 512-515; La Vie du Bouddha, p. 
291-293). 

The offering of the monkey has been identified on the following monuments: 1) North gate of 
the great stupa of Sane! ( Monuments ofSanchi, I, p. 219; II, pi. 36c2). 2) Stupa of SikiT (AgbG, I, p. 513, 
fig. 254; Lyons and Ingholt, Gandhdran Art in Pakistan, p. 82, fig. 115). 3) Stela in Gupta style at 
Benares {AgbG, II, p. 539, fig., 498; Majumdar, Guide to Sdrndth, pi. XIII). 4) Medieval sculpture at 
Magadha {AgbG, II, p. 545, fig. 500). 5) Nepalese miniatures (Foucher, Iconographie bouddhique, I, p. 
168 and pi. VII 1 andX4). 

[Note by Migme Chodron: Edgerton’s Dictionary gives vats a = ‘dear little child’. 

811 See above, p. 121-122F and notes. 

812 Above (p. 507-517), there was a accusation against the Buddha: it was asked if the nine or ten 
torments that the Buddha had to suffer were not the punishment for faults committed by him in the 
course of his previous lifetimes. To the references collected at that place should now be added a Sanskrit 
fragment related to torments 5 to 8, published in Gilgit Manuscripts, III, part I, p. 211-218. 

But here it is a matter of an infinitely more serious case concerning the alleged bodily, vocal or 
mental faults which Sakyamuni may have committed after his enlightenment when he was already 
buddha. If these grievances proved to be justified, they might cause the validity to be disputed of the 
dvenikadharmas numbers 13 to 15 in the words of which: “ Every bodily, vocal or mental dharma of the 
Buddha is preceded by knowledge and accompanied by knowledge.” 

I [Lamotte] do not think that the criticisms raised against Sakyamuni here are the deeds of 
heretics trying to sully the memory of the last Buddha to have appeared on this earth. They might have 
come from sincere disciples, but the reading of some texts had made them perplexed and anxiously 
wondering if the Buddha had not acted badly in such and such a circumstance. 

In this imaginary case, we should note that the defense produces unknown pieces of accusation 
evidently borrowed from more recent sources. The impression is inescapable that some schools, mainly 
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1. The Accusation 


Question. - So be it! But the Buddha sometimes has physical and vocal actions ( kayavakkarman ) that do 
not seem to accompany knowledge ( na jnananuparivartin). How is that? 

1. He goes into the assemblies of heretics (tfrthikaparisad) to preach the Dharma, but nobody believes him 
or accepts him. 

2. One day when he was preaching the Dharma in the great assembly ( mahOamgha ), he bared his breast 
and showed it to Ni-k’ien-tseu (Nirgranthlputra). 

3. When some doubted the two physical marks ( laksdna ) that were not visible to them, in the middle of the 
great assembly the Buddha showed the mark of his tongue (jihvalaksana ) and the mark of his cryptorchidia 
(kosaga ta vas tiguhya). 

4. He insults his disciples and treats them like foolish men ( mohapurusa ). 

5. He insults Devadatta and says to him: “You are a fool ( mudha ), a corpse (sava), a spit-swallower 
(khetdsika).” 

6. The Buddha forbids the possession ( dhdrana ) of eight kinds of begging-bowls (pdtra ) and authorizes the 
bhiksus to use only two kinds of bowls: i) fired clay ( mrttikdpdtra ) and ii ) iron ( ayahpatra ) but he himself 
uses a stone bowl ( sailapdtra ). 

7. One day when the heretics ( tfrthika ) were questioning him, he remained silent and did not respond. 

8. In various places, the Buddha says that the atman exists and, in other places, he says that it does not 
exist. 

9. In various places he speaks of the existence of dharmas and, in other places, he speaks of the non¬ 
existence of dharmas. 

Such physical and vocal actions do not seem to accompany knowledge and since physical and vocal actions 
(kayavakkarman) are inseparable from mental action ( manaskarman ), the result is that his mental actions, 
as well, did not accompany knowledge. Then why is it said that his actions always accompany knowledge 
(saddjndndnuparivartin)! 


2. The Defense 


that of the Sarvastivadin, have reviewed and corrected the Agamas and the Vinayas in such a way as to 
be able to justify the actions of Sakyamuni on every point and to answer in advance any blame to which 
he might have been exposed. 


1362 



Answer. - That does not hold ( ayuktam etad). In all of those circumstances, all of the Buddha’s actions 
were preceded by knowledge ( jnanapurvamgama ) and accompanied knowledge (jnananuparivartin ). Why 

is that? 


A. Meeting With The Heretics 

Entering into an assembly of heretics, the Buddha knew well that he would not be believed nor accepted in 
the present lifetime ( ihajanman ), but he wanted to plant great roots of good ( mahanidana ) for future 
lifetimes ( parajanmani ). 

Moreover, he wanted to put an end to the slander of the heretics who said: “The Buddha is proud ( unnata ).” 
This is the reason why he went personally into their assemblies. 

Moreover, the heretics said: “The Buddha claims to have great compassion ( mahdkanmd), the same for all, 
but he preaches the Dharma only to the fourfold [Buddhist] assembly. And yet we too are religious 
mendicants ( pravrajita ) who are seeking the path and he does not preach to us!” 

Finally, according to the sutra [to which you allude], the Buddha went to an assembly of heretics and 
preached the Dharma there, but the sutra does not say that nobody believed him and nobody accepted him: 

/ Sramanasatyasutra ,] 813 - Seeing at a distance a great assembly of heretics ( tfrthikaparisad) 814 who were 
debating in loud voices ( uccasabda ), the Buddha wanted to go elsewhere and was turning around to leave. 

The scholars ( upadesacaiya ) who had seen the Buddha approaching from afar said to their assembly: “Be 
quiet! The Buddha is a person who likes solitude (vivekakama). If you look quiet and are silent, perhaps he 


813 This sutra has come down to us in numerous very divergent versions and bears various titles: 

A. Samanasaccasutta, in Anguttara, II, p. 176-177. 

B. Brahmanaparivrajakasutra, in Tsa a han, T 99,no. 972, k. 35, p. 251a20-bl9. Sanskrit 
fragments of this version have been published by R. Pischel, Bmchstiicke des Sanshitkanons... aus 
Idykutsari, 1904, p. 817-818. 

C. Pie yi tsa a han, T 100, no. 206, k. 11, p. 450c5-45 lalO. 

D. Vibhhasa, T 1545, k. 77, p. 400b5-cl2 (transl. L. de La Vallee Poussin, Les deux verites, 
MCB, V, 167-169. 

E. Nyayanusara, T 1562, k. 58, p. 667c2-21 (transl. Idem, ibid., p. 183-185. 

The comparison with Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 18, p. 639al-l 1, proposed in the edition of 
Taisho, is to be avoided. 

814 These were very illustrious Paribbajakas, living on the banks of the SappinI river in 
Paribbajakarama, namely, Antabhara, Varadhara, Sakuludayin, and other famous medicants Version A. 
Versions B and C locate them at Magadha on the shores of the Sumangadha pool. 
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will come here.” [251c] The assembly maintained silence. The Buddha entered into this assembly and 
preached the three truths of the brahmanas ( brdhmanasatya ). 815 

The heretic assembly remained silent ( tusmmbhuta ). The Buddha thought: “These angry people are in Mara 
Papimat’s grasp. This teaching is so wondrous that none of them will try to become my disciple.” 816 
Having had this thought, the Buddha arose from his seat and went away. 

But the heretics, free from the grasp of Mara, thought: “We have been able to hear a marvelous Dharma; 
how can we profit from it?” At once they went to the Buddha, became his disciples, found the Path and 
escaped from suffering. 817 


815 Here the Traite introduces an episode not found in the other sources; it is, in fact, a stock phrase (cf. 
Dlgha, I, p.179; III, p. 37, 39; Majjhima, I p. 514; II, p. 2, 3, 30; Anguttara, V, p. 185, 190): Appasaddd 
bhonto hontu, md bhonto saddamakattha. Ayam Samano Gotamao dgacchati, appasaddakamo kho pana 
so dyasmd, appasaddassa vannavadT, appeva ndma appasaddam parisam viditvd upasamkamitabbam 
mahheyydti. 

By ‘brahmana truths’, we should understand here the truths of the adepts of the Buddhist 
religion ( buddhadharmastha ). Remember that the Wheel of the Buddha is often called Brahmacakra and 
that the Buddha described himself sometimes as Brahmana (cf. Udanavarga, XXXIII, stanza 68-73). 
Version A lists four brahmana truths, but the text of the PTS is faulty and should be corrected by that of 
the Commentary of the Anguttara, III, p. 162: Brdhmano evam aha: 1) Sabbepana avajjhd ti..., 2) Sabbe 
kmama aniccd dukkhd viparindmadhammd ti..., 3) Sabbe bhavd aniccd dukkhd viparindmadhammd ti..., 
4) Naham kbacana kassaci kihcana tasmim na ca mama kvacana kattlmci kihcanam n ’ atthfti. - “The 
Brahmana says: 1) No being should be killed; 2-3) All pleasures (all existences) are impermanent, 
suffering and perishable; 4) I am in no way whatsoever an individual, and in no way whatsoever is there 
anything whatsoever that is me. (p. 1664F, n. 3} 

The other versions that list only three truths boil down to this: No being should be killed; 
everything that is subject to production is subject to destruction; I am not that and that is not me. 

These three truths are in contrast with the practices and beliefs of the traditional Brahmanism. In 
the words of the Vibhhasa (/.c.), the brahmins sacrifice cattle and sheep, accept nihilism or eternalism, 
and practice continence in order to be reborn in heaven and enjoy heavenly pleasure. 

816 This disillusioned reflection is also noted in versions B and C. 

81 ^ The Pie yi Tsa a han (version C) is the only canonical source coming out in favor of the conversion 
of the heretics, and here are its words: 

The Buddha had not long gone when the deity of the Summagadha pool pronounced these 
gathas: “Just as soon trace designs on the water, harvest a crop by seeding a salt-pan, spray a dung-heap 
with perfume, dive into the water moistening the bank, make beautiful music by blowing into an iron 
pipe, hope for a mirage in the middle of winter: these heretics are so blunt that even if they hear the 
wondrous Dharma, they do not believe and do not accept it.” 
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Finally, the disciples of the heretics did not dare to go to the Buddha out of fear of their teachers. This is 
why the Buddha entered into their assemblies. When they hear the Dharma, their faith is strengthened; they 
no longer fear their teachers, they become disciples of the Buddha and sometimes they obtain ‘the traces 
of the Path’. 818 

It is for all these wise reasons that the Buddha enters into the assemblies of the heretics. 


B. Display of His Breast 

[Cudd-Satyakasutra.] 819 - Moreover, Sa-tchd-k’i (tche) Ni-k’ien-tseu (Satyaka Nirgranthrputra), his breast 
covered with copper plates, proclaimed: “There is no one who, engaged in debate with me ( mayd vddena 
vddam samarabdhah), would not be sweating ( sveda ) in streams and would not be defeated. Even a big 
elephant, a piece of wood, a stone, that would hear my objections, would sweat in streams.” 820 

Having made this declaration, he went to the Buddha and debated with him. The Buddha questioned him 
but Nirgrantha was unable to respond. His sweat flowed until it moistened the ground and his whole body 
was soaked. The Buddha said to him: “You just said: ‘There is no one who, engaged in debate with me, 
would not be sweating o streams.’ Now it is your sweat that is flowing and that moistens the ground. Do 
you want to examine the Buddha and see if he has any signs of sweat?” Immediately the Buddha took off 
his upper robe uttardsanga ) and asked: “Where is the sweat?” 

However, there are people who say: “It is possible to be sweating on the forehead but the body is not 
sweating. Although the Buddha does not have a sweaty brow, certainly his body sweats.” This is why the 
Buddha removed his upper robe and showed his body. 821 As a result of this, the heretics directed 
themselves to the faith and all entered into the Buddha Dharma. 

Therefore this physical action of the Buddha was in accordance with knowledge. 


Hearing the deity of the pool pronounce these gathas, the brahmanas quickly went to join the 
Buddha and asked to be allowed to enter the religious life. The Buddha accepted them and, having gone 
forth from the world, they cultivated the Path with exertion and obtained arhathood. 

818 The characters tao tsi are often used to render the expression dharmabhisamaya ‘understanding of 
the Dharma’ (cf. T 1462, k. 2, p. 688c5). 

819 Culasaccasutta of the Majjhima, I, p. 227-237; Tsa a han, T 99, k. 5, p. 35a-37b; Tseng yi a han, T 
125, k. 30, p. 715a-717b. 

820 Cf. Majjhima, I, p. 227. 

821 According to Majjhima (/.c.), the Bhagavat, in this assembly, uncovered his golden-colored body 
(Bhagavd tasmim parisatim suvannavannam kdyam vivari). - According to the Tsa a han, T 99, k. 5, p. 
36b23, he opened his upper garment ( uttardsanga ) and showed his breast. - According to the Tseng yi a 
han, T 125, k. 30, p. 716b4-5, he removed his three robes ( tricTvara ) and said to Nirgrantha: “Determine 
if the arm-pits of the Tathagata have any sweat.” 
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C. Display of His Tongue and His Cryptorchidia 822 

The Buddha showed the mark of his tongue (jThvdlaksana ) and the mark of his cryptorchidia 
(kosagatavastiguhya). Some people had doubts about these two marks of the Buddha’s body; they should 
have obtained the Path but because of these doubts, they did not obtain it. This is why the Buddha showed 
them these two marks. He put out his tongue and covered his whole face with it: although his tongue was so 
great, it easily went back into his mouth. Those who saw it had their doubts satisfied. 

Some people, seeing the Buddha put out his tongue, still had feelings of scorn, for putting out one’s tongue 
is what little children do; but when they saw him withdraw his tongue and preach the Dharma without any 
difficulty, they felt respect and cried out at the wonder. 

Some people had doubts about the Buddha’s cryptorchidia which is an invisible mark; then the Buddha 
created by magic a wondrous elephant or a wondrous stallion and, showing them, he declared: “My 
cryptorchidia is an invisible mark just like that.” 

Some even said that the Buddha made his secret organs come out and showed them to someone to suppress 
his doubts. Scholars ( upadsdcdiya ) say that, [by acting in this way], the Buddha was manifesting his great 
compassion [252a] ( mahakanma) for, if a man sees the Buddha’s cryptorchidia, he is able to accumulate 
the roots of good ( kusalamula ) and produce the thought of anuttarasamyaksambodhi. And those who can 
rejoice greatly and produce a mind of faith and veneration obtain the sight of the Buddha’s cryptorchidia 
and cut through their doubts; but other than them, nobody can see it. 

Out of great compassion and in order to save beings, the Buddha showed himself three times in the space of 
a flash of lightning, and the beings who saw him knew that the Buddha has great compassion and that he 
really has no blind attachment ( pardmarsa ) or prejudice ( abhinivesa ) towards the moral precepts ( sfla ). 

It is for these reasons that the Buddha showed these two marks: it was neither out of play nor out of a sense 
of modesty. 


D. Insults to the Disciples 

The Buddha had hard words for the bhiksus and treated them like fools ( mohapurusa ). 823 


822 According to the sources noted above (p. 275-276F), the Buddha showed these two secret marks to 
Ambattha, Brahmayu and Sela. The fact is not contested; it only proves that the Buddha was not 
embarrassed by prejudice when it was a matter of converting beings. 

823 For various breaches of discipline, the Buddha frequently treated the bhiksus as ‘foolish people’ (in 
Sanskrit, mohapurusa', in Pali, moghaparisa). The adjective is so commonplace that it makes up the 
formulary style and is the custom in stock phrases (cf. Vinaya, I, p. 45, 58, 60, 78, 154, 159-160, 189, 
301, 305; II, p. 1,14, 105, 161; III, p. 20-21, 45, 111, 188): Katham hi ndma tvam moghapurisa...; 

m ’etam moghapurisa appasanndnam vd pasdddya pasannanam vd bhiyyobhdvdya. - “How then, you 
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There are two kinds of hard words: i) insult coming from an evil intention ( duscitta ); ii) insult out of 
compassion for beings and with the intention of converting them (paripdcana ). 

In the person detached from desire ( virakta ), there is no insult coming from a bad intention; how then 
would there be one in the Buddha? It is out of pity for beings and in order to convert them 
(paripacanartham ) that the Buddha had these strong words. 

There are beings who are not introduced into the path by gentle words ( slaksnavdc ) or by friendly 
instructions. They need strong words and heavy instructions for them to enter into the Dharma. They are 
like a good horse ( asva ) who starts up when he sees the shadow of the whip ( kasdcchdyd) or the stupid 
donkey ( gardabha ) who starts walking only when he receives a blow. There are wounds that are cured only 
by a gentle herb ( mrdvosadhi ), by saliva (kheta) or a magic spell {mantra)', there are wounds that are cured 
only when the sick flesh is cut out with a knife and a strong medicine applied to it. 

Moreover, there are five kinds of strong words: 

1) Merely idle speech ( sambhinnapralapa ). 

2) Harmful speech ( parusyavada ) plus idle speech {sambhinnapralapa). 

3) Harmful speech {parusyavada) plus idle speech {sambhinnapralapa) plus falsehood {mrsdvdda). 

4) Harmful speech {parusyavada) plus idle speech {sambhinnapralapa), falsehood {mrsdvdda) plus 
malicious gossip {paisunyavdda). 

5) Hard speech coming from a pure mind {aklistacitta) the aim of which is to teach beings to distinguish the 
good {kusala) from the bad (akusala) and to remove them from this level of suffering. 

[The strong speech] that combines the four vocal faults (cf. no. 4) is the most serious. The third, second and 
first are [respectively and in order] smaller and smaller faults. 

If a lay disciple of the Buddha {srdvaka avaddtavasana) who has obtained the first or the second paths [i.e., 
the state of srotaapanna or sakrdagamin] uses harmful speech {parusyavada ) to command his slaves {ddsa), 
for him this is not a bad path of action ( akusalakarmapatha ). 824 

He who has accepted the discpline {samdttasamvara) is capable of committing two kinds [of harsh words]: 
either merely idle speech {sambhinnapralapa) (cf. no, 1) or harmful speech {parusyavada) plus idle speech 
(cf. no. 2). 


foolish man, can you...; that does not contribute, O foolish man, to the conversion of unbelievers or the 
increase of beleivers.” 

The Buddha cannot be blamed for having used this strong language. In the view of the two 
Vehicles, all the words of the Buddha, rough as well as gentle, have only the purpose of benefiting 
beings; in the perspective of the Greater Vehicle, the Buddha never loses the view of the twofold non¬ 
existence of beings and of things {pudgala and dharma nairdtmya ): there is no one to be insulted and 
there is nothing to be blamed for; see VimalakTrtinirdesa, p. 171-176, on this subject. 

^“4 s ee above, p. 820F. 
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The anagamins and the arhats utter harmful words (pdnisyavdda ) without any passion ( klesa ); only with 
pure intention and when reproach is needed to convert beings do they speak harmful words ( pdnisyavdda) 
and idle words ( sambhinnapralapa ). If the harmful speech is uttered without passion by the anagamins and 
the arhats, it is the same and even more so in the Buddha. 

Moreover, if the Buddha speaks harsh words, there is no need to hesitate and ask whether the Buddha utters 
these words with a bad intention ( dustacittena). Why? The Buddha long ago destroyed any bad intentions 
and it is only with the best intentions ( adhyddya ) that he thinks of beings. He is like a loving father teaching 
his sons; when he reprimands them, it is to correct them; it is not with a bad intention. 

When the Buddha was still a bodhisattva and had not yet destroyed the threefold poison (trivisa), he was 
the rsl named Tch 'an-t 7 (Ksanti) and, when the wicked king cut off his ears, nose, hands and feet, he did 
not feel any bad feeling [252b] and did not utter any harmful words. 825 At that time he had not attained 
bodhi, but he had no bad feelings. And now that he has attained anuttarasamyaksambodhi, destroyed the 
three poisons ( trivisa ) and is endowed with great loving-kindness ( mahdmaitri) and great compassion 
(mahakarund), can one still ask if he has bad feelings and rough words? 

Moreover, when the Buddha treats [the bhiksus] as fools (mohapurusa), it is gentle speech ( slaksnavdc) and 
true speech ( satyavdc ). These disciples are fools, under the power of the threefold poison (trivisa): they are 
fools because the Buddha wants to benefit them and they do not accept it because they do not understand 
the Buddha’s intentions and do not accept his words. 

Moreover, in regard to lower things ( adhydtmam ), the Buddha always puts into action his knowledge of 
non-existence of self (andtmajnana) and, in regard to external things, he always contemplates the 
emptiness of dharmas (dharmasunyata). In these conditions [where there is nobody to speak to and nothing 
to say], why would the Buddha have harmful words (pdnisyavdda )? 

But beings who do not understand the mind of the Buddha seek out faults in his words. If beings knew with 
what good intentions (adhydsaya) the Buddha has pity on them, they would joyously throw themselves into 
a great fire if he asked them to, and that with as much enthusiasm as a person tormented by heat 
(gharmarta) throws himself into a clear cool pool. And all the more so, why not accept his words? 

But beings, under the grasp of Mara, do not know with what good intention the Buddha thinks of them; this 
is why they do not accept the words of the Buddha and this is why the Buddha treats them as fools. 

Finally, there are people who, on hearing the reprimands of the Buddha, rejoice and say: “It is because he 
loves me that he speaks so.” That is why the Buddha had treated them as foolish people. 

E. Insults to Devadatta 826 


Jhe Ksdntijdtaka has been fully narrated, p. 264F, 889-890F. 

826 '['he story of Devadatta, cousin and rival of the Buddha, has been told above (p. 868-878F), but 
here we must return to the detail of why the Buddha treated him as kheldpaka (kheldsika, khelopaka) in 
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the Pali Vinaya (II, p. 188, 333), khelasaka in the Samantapasadika (VI, p. 1275), khelasika in the 
Commentary of the Dhammapada (I, p. 118). 

In his Samantapasadika (l.c.), Buddhaghosa has the following explanation: Khejdsako ‘ti 
micchdjtvena uppannapaccayd ariyehi vantabbd khelasadisd, tatharupe paccaye ayam ajjhoharatf ‘ti 
katvd keldsako ‘ti bhagavatd vutto: “The foods which are procured by wrong livelihood must be spat out 
up by the Noble Ones like spit. In regard to the fact that Devadatta ate such food. Devadatta was treated 
by the Lord as khelasaka ‘to be spat out like spit’. Hence the translation of ‘evil-living’ proposed by 
Rhys-Davids and Oldenberg ( Vinaya Texts, III, p. 239) and the translation ‘to be vomited like spittle’, 
better and more literal, given by I. B. Horner ( The Book of the Discipline, V, p. 264). Thus it would 
seem to be just a ‘swear word’ not corresponding to an actual fact. 

Nevertheless, taken literally, the expression khelapaka or khelasika can mean ‘eater of spit’ and 
Rhys Davids-Stede in their Pdli-English Dictionaty render it as ‘an abusive term meaning eating 
phlegm’. 

I. In the case with which we are dealing here, the accusation claims that Devadatta never 
swallowed spit and as a result, treating him as khelapaka is an unwarranted insult and a falsehood. The 
accusation can be based on an entire series of canonical texts: 

1) According to the Pali Vinaya (II, p. 184-185), the Dhammapada Commentary (I, p. 118), the 
Mahlsasaka Vinaya (T 1421, k. 3, p. 17c21-25), the Dharmagup taka Vinaya (T 1428, k. 4, p. 592a9-18) 
and the Ekottaragama (T 125, k. 47, p. 802c21-24), Devadatta, in order to win over prince Ajatasatru, 
transformed himself into a youth clothed with a waistband of snakes and appeared on the lap of the 
prince. The latter, frightened, asked who he was, and Devadatta made himself known. The prince said: 
“If you are really Devadatta, take your original form.” Putting off the form of a youth, Devadatta 
reappeared dressed in monastic robes and carrying a begging bowl in his hand. From then on, the favors 
of Ajatasatru were granted to him. 

2) According to the same sources, several days later, Devadatta asked the Buddha to retire and 
hand over the Community to him. The Buddha, indignant, said to him: “I would not entrust the 
Community even to Sariputra and Maudgalyayana, so why should I entrust it to you, you corpse ( chava ), 
to be spat out like spit ( khelasaka ).” - This is the version of the Pali Vinaya (II, p. 188-189) and it is 
confirmed by the Mahlsasaka Vinaya (T 1421, k. 3, p. 18b20) which, in the edition of the Souei and the 
Ming, render the expression khelasaka by jou sien t’o. Tike spit’, as does the Dharmaguptaka Vinaya (T 
1428, k. 4, p. 592b 13-14) which translates it as t’i t’o tche chen ‘a mass of tears and spit’. 

Nothing in Devadatta’s previous conduct seems to justify such an outrage. Thus the accusation 
would seem to be an unwarranted insult and lie. However, the matter is more serious in that the Buddha 
himself said in the Majjhima, I, p. 395: Yam Tathdgato vacant jdndti abhutam... na tarn Tathdgato 
vacant bhdsati : “The Tathagata never pronounces a word that is false”, no matter whether that word is 
pleasant or unpleasant to others. 

II. In order to refute this major accusation, the defense produces here some articles unknown to 
the prosecutor and apparently taken from more recent canonical sources. These articles allow it to be 
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The Buddha said to Devadatta: “You are a fool ( mudha ), a corpse (iuva), a swallower of spit (khetasika).” 


established that Devadatta really had swallowed Ajatasatru’s spit and that consequently the Buddha, 
treating him as kheldsaka (in Sanskrit khetasika) spoke the truth. 

1) In the words of this source, the intention of Devadatta was not to frighten but to seduce the 
crown prince. For this purpose, he multiplied the transformations and changed successively into an 
elephant, a horse, an ox, which came to Ajatasatru by passing through the wall and going out through the 
door or vice versa. He also changed into a monk and even into a veil or a hat, which Ajatasatru made into 
a turban. Finally he took the form of a child adorned with a necklace of precious stones. Charmed, the 
crown prince took him in his arms, played with him and invariably ended up by putting some spit into 
his mouth. Out of love for honor and gain, Devadatta agreed to swallow it. 

This new version first appeared in the Chinese Udana (T 212, k. 14, p. 687c23-28) and a Vinaya 
of unknown origin (T 1464, k. 2, p. 859b22-29), each translated into Chinese in the years 382 and 383 by 
Tchou Fo-nien. 

It also appears in the Samyuktagama of the Kasyaplya school (T 100, k. 1, p. 374bl3-19), 
translated by a translator, whose name has not been preserved, about 400 C.E. 

Finally, it was repeated and developed in the Sarvastivadin Vinaya (T 1435, k. 36, p. 257c4-12) 
translated between 404 and 405 by Kumarajrva, and the Miilasarvastivadin Vinaya (T 1450, k. 13, p. 

168c7-16) of which an incomplete translation was made by Yi-tsing between 700 and 712. 

It was to this evidence that the great exegetists of the 4 th century turned, the five hundred 
Kasmirian arhats who compiled the Mahavibhasa (T 1545, k. 85, p. 443al-8) and, as we will see, the 
author or the authors of the Traite. 

2. When Devadatta asked the Buddha to retire and entrust the Community to him, the Buddha 
refused curtly and treated his cousin as mudha ‘fool sava ‘corpse’ and khetasika ‘eater of spit’. Those 
who remembered the kiss exchanged between Ajatasatru and Devadatta could not help but see an 
allusion in it to this repugnant action. This is why the translators of the previously cited sources 
translated khetasika by the following characters: 

a. Tan t’o ‘eater of spit’ (Sarv. Vin, T 1435, k. 36, p. 258b7), 

b. Che t’o tcho ‘eater of spit’ (Miilasarv. Vin., T 1450, k. 13, p. 169b26). 

c. Che jen t’o tcho ‘eater of human spit’ (Mahavibhasa, T 1545, k. 85, p. 443a6-7). 

d. Seou t’o jen ‘swallower of spit’ ( Traite , T 1509, k. 26, p. 252c3). 

If the Buddha treated Devadatta as a swallower of spit, it is because the latter took Ajatasatru’s 
spit, and because the Buddha spoke only the truth. 

In the Majjhima, I, p. 395, the Buddha stated: Yah ca kho Tathdgato vacant jdndti bhutam..., 
tatra kdlahhdTathdgato hod tassd vdcdya veyydkarandya : “Every word that the Buddha knows to be 
true, he waits for the opportunity to offer it", whether it be pleasant or unpleasant for someone else. 

In this case, the Buddha had the perfect right to treat Devadatta as khetasika and the accusation 
made against him is invalid. In the words of the 14 th avenikadharma, all vocal actions of the Buddha are 
preceded by knowledge and accompanied by knowledge. 
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A ‘fool’ because, due to the gravity of his sins, Devadatta had to fall into the Avici hell: hence the triple 
insult. 


A ‘corpse’ because, in the appearance of a living man, Devadatta did not accumulate the roots of good 
(,kusalanula ). With his shaved head and his monk’s robes, one would have said he was a saint 
(diyapudgala), but inwardly he had no wisdom: he was, therefore, a corpse. 

Corpses are adorned in many ways, but they gradually decompose and it is impossible to revive them. This 
was the case for Devadatta. Each day the Buddha taught him in many ways, but his bad intentions 
{dustacitta) increased, his evil tendencies {pdpdkusalacitta ) grew from day to day, and he finally 
committed three sins of immediate retribution (anantarya): 827 he was therefore a corpse. 

He was also a ‘swallower of spit’. Devadatta, coveting gain ( labha ) and honor ( satkdra ), changed himself 
into a yong boy ( kumdraka ) of heavenly appearance and appeared in the arms of prince Ajatasatru. The 
prince breathed into his mouth and gave him his spit to swallow. This is why Devadatta was a swallower of 
spit. 

Question. - Devadatta who possessed the concentrations ( samddhi ) had renounced sensual desires 
( vitaraga ). Why would he still swallow another’s spit? 

Answer. - In this individual, the evil tendencies ( dustacitta ) were deep, but his faculties were keen 
(tiksnendriya ). Having renounced sensual desires {vitaraga), he could change himself. When he swallowed 
the spit, he lost his sharp faculties, but when he wanted to, he recovered them. This is why he was called 
‘swallower of spit’. 

Futhermore Devadatta said to the Buddha: “The Buddha is worn out [252c] ( jirna ). Since he has always 
loved retreat {viveka), let him go into the forest and enjoy dhyana there and let him entrust the Community 
to me.” The Buddha replied: “Sariputra and Maudgalyayana have great wisdom, are good, gentle and pure 
men, and yet I would not entrust the Community to them. Why then would I entrust it to you who are a 
fool, a corpse, a swallower of spit?” 828 

It is for these reasons that the Buddha, although he had no attachment toward things, offered harsh words 
(on occasion), but with the sole purpose of converting beings. 


F. Use of a Stone Bowl 

“The Buddha forbade the bhiksus to use eight kinds of bowls (/;«//'«).” 829 


827 He fomented a schism, injured the Buddha’s foot and mortally struck the nun Utpalavarna: see 
above, p. 873-876F. 

Ibid., II, p. 188: Sdriputtamogallandnampi kho aham, Devadatta, bhikkhusamgham na 
nissajjeeyyam. Kim pana tuyham chavassa kheldpakassd ‘ti. 

829 According to its custom when it deals with disciplinary matters, here the Traite again refers to the 
Sarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1435, k. 37, p. 260b6-8, where the Buddha says to the bhiksus: “Starting from 
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[Bowls 1-4]: Precious bowls of gold ( suvarna), silver (rupya), [beryl (vaidurya) and pearl (mani)]. - Since 
people covet precious things, since the latter are hard to find ( durlabha ) and because people are attached to 
them, the Buddha prohibits the keeping ( dharana) of these precious substances. 

He does not allow even touching ( sparsana ) that which is ‘precious’ and neither does he allow keeping 
it. 830 If such a gift is made [to the bhiksus], he allows them to realize their value, but not too expensive. 831 

[Bowl 7]: The wooden (ddru) bowl. - Since it retains grease ( meda) and is not clean, the Buddha does not 
permit it to be kept. 

Bowls 5, 6, 8]: The other three bowls [copper ( tdmra ), tin ( trapu) and stone ( saila) do not have such 
disadvantages. 

Question. - But the baked clay ( mrttika) bowl and the iron ( ayas ) bowl [permitted by the Buddha] also 
retain grease and are no different from the wooden bowl. Why does the Buddha allow them? 

Answer. - If the baked clay bowl and the iron bowl are not steamed ( vdsita ), the Buddha does not permit 
them either, for they should be steamed in order not to retain grease. 

As for the stone (sada) bowl, it is thick ( auddrika ) or thin ( suksma ). Thin, it does not retain bad grease and 
that is why the Buddha used it himself, but he does not allow the bhiksus to keep them because of their 
weight. A swallow of milk by the Buddha surpasses in power that of a myriad of perfumed white elephants 
(, gandhahastin ); this is why [the stone bowl] does not seem heavy for him, but out of compassion (karuna) 
for the bhiksus, he does not allow them to keep them. 

Question. - But the assistants ( upasthdyaka ) such as Lo-t ’o (Radha), Mi-hi-kia (Meghika), Siu-na-tch ’a-to- 
lo (Sunaksetra), Na-k’ie-so-p’o-lo (Nagasamala), A-nan (Ananda), etc., who followed the Buddha, brought 
him his utensils. 832 Why did the Buddha not have pity on them? 


today on, I forbid you to have ( dharana ) eight kinds of bowls ( patra ); bowls made of gold (suvarna), 
silver (rupya), beryl (vaiduiya), pearl (mani), copper (tdmra), tin (trapa), wood (ddru) and stone (saila). 
He who keeps (dhdrayati) such a one commits a duskrta. But I allow you to keep two kinds of bowls: 
iron (ayas) and baked clay ( mrttika)- Compare Pali Vinaya, II, p. 112; MahTsasaka Vin., T 1421, k. 26, 
p. 169c-170a; Mahasamghika Vin., T 1425, k. 29, p. 462a; Mulasarv. Vin., T 1451, k. 2, p. 213c. 

830 The 18 th naihsargika payantika of the Sarvastivadins: Yah punar bhiksuh svahastam rupyam 
udgrhmyad vd udgrdhayed vd niksiptam vd sddhayen nihsargikd pdtayantikd'. “If a bhiksu takes in his 
hand a precious object (gold or silver), or causes it to be taken, or tolerates it being placed in his hand, 
there is a fault involving surrender of the object.” - For the other Vinayas, see W. Pachow, Comparative 
Study of the Prdtimoksa, p. 112; Prdtimoksa-Sutra of the Mahdsdnghikas, p. 18. 

831 For this bit of casuistry, see Sarv. Vinayavibhanga, p. 103; P. Demieville, A propos de Concile de 
VaisdlT, T’oung Pao, p. 272-275. 

832 Each Buddha had his assistant (upasthdyaka), a monk specially attached to his person, entrusted 
with fanning him, carrying his robe and bowl for alms-round, introducing visitors. The Sanskrit 
Mahavadanasutra, ed. by S. Waldschmidt, Anhang, p. 172, has drawn up a list of the assistants who 
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Answer. - If these assistants carried the Buddha’s bowl, it was with the miraculous intervention 
(pratiharyabala ) of the Buddha. Besides, they honored and venerated the Buddha so highly that they did 
not find his bowl too heavy. And also, the physical strength of Ananda was great. 

Furthermore, the Buddha does not allow the use of stone bowls ( sailapdtra ) because fine ones ( suksma ) are 
hard to find (, durlabha ) and because thick ones (, audarika ) retain grease. The Buddha’s bowl arose 
spontaneously (svatas) on the four summits of the mountains on which the four kings of the gods 


served the last seven Buddhas: Asoka for Vipasyin, Ksemakara for Sikhin, Upasanta for Visvabhuj, 
Bhadrika for Krakasunda (or Krakucchanda), Svastika for Kanakamuni, Sarvamitra for Kasyapa, and 
finally Ananda for Sakyamuni. 

We know under what circumstances the last one chose Ananda: in the twentieth year of his 
public ministry, the Buddha, feeling old age coming on, felt the need for a servant who would be 
attached to his residence, and he named Ananda as his assistant. Having accepted this responsibility, the 
disciple set certain conditions: never to share the food and robes of the Buddha, not to accompany him 
among the lay-adepts but to have access to him at any hour of the day (cf. Upasthdyakasutra of the 
Tchong a han, T 26, k. 8, p. 471c-475a; Mrilasarv. Vinaya, in W. W. Rockhill, Life of the Buddha, p. 88; 
Fo pao ngen king, T 156, k. 6, p. 155c22-25; Hien yu king, T 202, k. 8, p. 404b-c; Tch’ou tch’ou king, T 
730, p. 526a-b; Vinaya vinhasa, Y 1440, k. 1, p. 504cl2-15; Comm, of Anguttara, I, p. 292-296; Comm, 
of Theragatha in Psalms of the Brethren, p. 350-352; Sanskrit Mahaparinirvanasutra, p. 192; Sanskrit 
Mahavadanasutra, p. 78; Divyavadana, p. 612). - Ananda fulfilled his mission with the greatest devotion 
for the last twenty-five years of the Teacher’s life (Tch’ang a han, T 1, k. 3, p. 19c5; T 5, k. 2, p. 169al5; 
Traite, above, p. 94F). However, the Northern Mahaparinirvana (T 374, k. 40, p. 60 lb26) notes only 
twenty years or more. 

Before Ananda took charge, other disciples functioned temporarily. The Comm, of the 
Theragatha ( Psalms of the Brethren, p. 350) and that of the Udana (p. 217) record seven of them and the 
old canonical sources confirm this: 1) Nagasamala (cf. Majjhima, I, p. 83,1. 19); 2) Nagita (Dlgha, I, p. 

151.1. 8); 3) Upavana (Dlgha, II, p. 139,1. 1; Samyutta, I, p. 174,1. 25); 4) Sunakkhatta (Jataka, I, p. 

389.1. 16); 5) the novice Cunda (Samyutta, V, p. 161,1. 23); 6) Sagata (Vinaya, I, p. 179,1. 26): 7) 
Meghiya (Udana, p. 34,1. 4). 

On the other hand, the Vinayamatrka of the Haimavatas (T 1463, k. 5, p. 827cl2-14) knows of 
eight disciples who, “fan in hand, fanned the Buddha”. These were: 1) Kasyapa; 2) Haludayin; 3) Sagata; 
4) Meghiya; 5) Nagasamala; 6) [Mahajcunda; 7) Sunaksatra; 8) Ananda. 

In the present passage, the Traite mentions, by way of example, only five upasthdyakas, but 
later (k. 33, p. 303b) it will complete the list: 

“When the Buddha Sakyamuni had not yet gone forth ( pravrajita ), he had Chandaka as assistant 
(upasthdyaka ) and Kaludayin as playmate ( sahabTdanaka: cf. Mahavastu, III, p. 91; Jataka, I, p. 86); his 
wives Gopiya, Yasodhara, etc., were his close entourage {abhyantarapariva.ro). - Having left home, 
during the six years of austerity ( duskaracarya ), he had the group of five [Kaundinya, etc.] as assistants. 
- Having once attained enlightenment ( abhisambuddha ), Meghiya, Radha, Sunaksatra, Ananda, 

Guhyaka the Malla, etc., formed his close entourage ( abhyanataraparivara ).” 
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(cdturmahdrdjakakdyikadeva ) dwell. But other people do not have these bowls that arise by themselves; to 
try to make one would be very difficult and very complicated. This is why the Buddha did not allow [the 
bhiksus] to have stone bowls but used one himself to distinguish himself from his disciples, in the same 
way that the king venerated by people uses special utensils ( bhajana ) himself. Seeing the Buddha use a 
special bowl, people’s veneration ( gurukdra ) and respect ( satkdra ) is increased and they develop pure faith 
(cittaprasdda). 

Question. - If it is fitting for the Buddha’s bowl to be special, why should his robe ( cfvara ) be the same [as 
those of the other bhiksus]? 

Answer. - But the clothing of the Buddha is also different from that of others. Thus, when the Buddha 
attained bodhi, he knew that Kasyapa’s robe should be worn by the Buddha, and Kasyapa’s robe was worth 
ten myriad ounces of gold. 833 

Next, JIvaka offered the Buddha a chen-mo-ken cotton robe also worth ten myriad ounces of gold. The 
Buddha asked Ananda to take this robe away, cut it up and make a cloak out of it. 834 This being done, the 
Buddha put it on and this [253a] outfit differed [from all the rest]. 

Question. - However, it was following this event that the Buddha said to the bhiksus: “Starting from today, 
provided that a bhiksu mindfully seeks nirvana and turns his back on samsara, I allow him, if he so wishes, 
to wear a robe worth ten myriad ounces of gold, and I also allow him to eat the food of a hundred flavors 
(satarasabhojana ). “ 835 [Therefore at the beginning] his robe was different and it was only later that he 


^33 See above, p. 1399F. 

834 As a fee for his medical attentions, JIvaka received a great raincoat ( brhatikdpravarana) worth a 
hundred thousand kdrsdpanas from the king of the Videhas. It was in fact a piece of impermeable cloth. 
JIvaka offered it to the Buddha who asked Ananda to cut it up and make a cloak out of it. Ananda 
stretched it out on the ground and measured it: the material was so long that it could be made into 
numerous garments. Ananda sewed the three robes ( tricivara ) for the Buddha, an upper and a lower 
garment ( sdntarottara ) for himself and a cloak ( kusulaka ) for Rahula. The rest, hundreds of pieces 

(patasatdni ), was given to the community of bhiksus who did not know what to do with it. The Buddha 
said to them: “I allow the bhiksus to keep robes offered by the householders, but only after having cut 
them up and dirtied them.” 

All this is told in the CTvaravastu of the Mlilasarv. Vinaya (digit Manuscripts, III, part 2, p. 
48): JTvakah kumarabhrto Bhagavantam idam avocat. dcaritam bhadanta mamayasya rdjno vd 
rdjdmdtyasya ....anujdnaml bhiksubhir grhaticivarakdni sastralunani durvamfkrtya dharaitavyani. 

835 [ n fact, it was after another event that the Buddha permitted his monks to wear fine robes offered to 
them by householders. This event is told in most of the Vinayas: 

Sarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1435, k. 27, p. 194b25-cll: JIvaka, wearing a robe of chen-mo-ken 
(material not yet identified) worth a hundred thousand [karsapanas], wished to offer it to the Buddha. 
Bowing down at the feet of the Buddha, he stood to one side and said to him: “When I care for a king or 
a great minister, everyone favors me. Today, when I have cared for the Buddha, I would like the 
Bhagavat to grant me a favor.” The Buddha said to JIvaka: “The Tathagatas, arhat and 
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allowed [the bhiksus to wear one similar to his]. 836 His bowl [was unique of its type] and he never allowed 
[the bhiksus to have a similar one]. 

Answer. - Here we must repeat what has been said before (p. 1676F) in regard to the stone bowl 
(sailapdtra). The Buddha did not receive this bowl from human hands. When he attained bodhi and when 
meal-time came, he needed a utensil. Knowing the Buddha’s mind, the four kings of the gods 
(caturmaharajakayikadeva ) brought four bowls and offered them to him. 837 Among the Buddhas of the 


samyaksambuddha, are atih’dntavara [i.e., have unsurpassed favors, or, do not grant favors without 
knowing what it is about]”. JIvaka said to the Buddha: It is something fitting (j’ad kalpati) that I beg you 
to grant me.” The Buddha said to JTvaka: “What favor are you asking?” JIvaka answered: “Bhadanta, 
here is a garment of chen-mo-ken worth a hundred thousand [karrsapanas]: I would like the Buddha to 
accept it out of compassion for me.” In silence, the Buddha accepted it. Knowing that the Buddha 
accepted silently, JIvaka gave to the Buddha the garment of chen-mo-ken worth a hundred thousand 
[karsapanas], then, having bowed his head to the Buddha’s feet, he went away. Because of this, the 
Buddha called the Samgha together and, having gathered the Samgha, he said to the bhiksus: “This very 
day JIvaka has given me a garment of chen-mo-ken worth a hundred thousand [karsapanas]. From today 
on, if someone gives a garment of this kind to a bhiksu, he will be able to wear it as he wishes. From 
today on, if a bhiksu wishes to wear rags gathered from the dust-heap (pdmsukula ), I permit him; but if 
he wishes to wear [fine] robes received from the householders ( grhapaticivardni ), I permit that 
likewise.” 

Other Vinayas (Pali Vin., I, p. 280; Mahlsasaka Vin., T 1431, k. 20, p. 134a28-bl 1; 
Dharmagupta Vin., T 1428, k. 40, p.854c2-21) which likewise tell this episode add several details: it was 
Pradyota, king of Avanti, who made the gift to JTvaka of the precious garment, or rather two pieces of 
cloth coming from the land of the Sivi ( Siveyyakam dussayugam). In Pali (Vin. I, p. 280; III, p. 172) the 
rule stated by the Buddha was formulated as follows: Anujdndmi bhikkhave gahapaticivaram, yo icchati 
pamsukuliko hotu, yo icchati gahapaticivaram sddiyatu. 

836 A passage from the Samantapasadika, V, p. 1119, noted by Horner, Book of the Discipline, IV, p. 
296, remarks that, during the twenty tears following his enlightenment until the event related here, 
neither the Lord nor any monk accepted robes offered by the householders; all wore rags. However, 
according to the Traite , for some time at least, the Lord wore the fine robe of Kasyapa. 

837 See Catusparisatsutra, p. 84-87, and the many similar texts collected by E. Waldschmidt: When the 
merchants Tripusa and Bhallika offered a honey-cake to the Buddha, the latter needed a bowl to receive 
it. Then the four great kings of the gods, understanding his wish, brought from the stone mountain 

(pdsdnamaydtparvatdt ) four stone bowls ( catvdri pdtrdni) made and crafted by non-human beings 
(amanusyakrtany amanusyasnisthitdni), completely transparent ( svacchdni ), pure ( sucini ), with no bad 
odors ( nispratiganddni ), and offered them to the Buddha. But the latter needed only one vessel, and in 
the words of the Mahavastu, III, p.304, with a touch of his thumb, he made the bowls dissolve into one 
another; thus the four bowls became one bowl, but the rims of the other three were always to be 
distinguished on the last bowl. Hence, comments A. Foucher, AgbG, I, p. 420, the three lines that 
encircle the upper rim of the bowl on many bas-reliefs at Gandhara 
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three times, it has been customary to receive their bowl from the hands of the four kings of the gods. At that 
time, the Community ( samgha ) did not yet exist; how could the Buddha authorize [a bowl to anyone]? And 
if, later, [after the beginning of the Community], the Buddha had allowed the use [of a fine stone bowl], 
nobody could have made one. Besides, in Jambudvipa, people do not like stone bowls, so nobody would 
have given him one. 

Besides, the Buddha advised the bhiksus to keep their own qualities ( guna ) secret. 838 If the bhiksus 
received stone bowls, people would say that they had received them from the god realm or from the nagas. 
If the bhikusus asked people to make them, the work would have been difficult. Furthemore, it might be 
feared that people would say that the bhiksus wanted to equal the Buddha; this is why the Buddha did not 
permit them. 

With regard to the garment, some say: “In the very midst of the Samgha, the Buddha receives magnificent 
garments offered to him by the danapatis, but he is the only one to wear them and does not allow the 
bhiksus to have any.” This is why the Buddha allowed the bhiksus to have fine ones also. 

Moreover, the bhiksus do not wear [these fine robes], given the rarity of benefactors ( ddyaka ) [so generous] 
and the rarity of recipients ( pratigrahaka ) [so lucky]. People do not give [such fine clothing] to impure 
bhiksus: as for the pure ( suddha ) bhiksus 839 , as they had few desires ( alpeccha ) and were content with their 
lot ( samtusta ), they did not wear [those that had been given to them]. 

It is to cut people’s doubts ( samsayacchedana ) that the Buddha allowed the bhiksus to wear [fine] robes; as 
for the [stone] bowls that they could not expect to receive, he did not allow them. 

Question. - It is said in the sutras: “The Buddha, who has a diamond body ( vajrakaya ), has no need of 
food.” Then why did he keep a bowl? 

Answer. - The Buddhadharma consists of two Paths: i) the path of the sravakas; ii) the path of the Buddha. 
In the sravaka system, the Buddha conforms to human customs and needs food; in the Mahayana system, 
he resorts to skillful means ( upaya ) to save beings; this is why he appears to eat whereas in truth he does 
not eat. 

Question. - What is this skillful means? 

Answer. - Wishing to save people, the Buddha borrows the customs of humans. If he did not do this, 
people would take him for a non-human ( amanusya ) and would wonder why they follow his Dharma. 

Moreover, there are people who find salvation in generosity ( ddna ); out of respect for them, the Buddha 
accepts their offerings of food. Then these people say: “The food I offer contributes to sustaining the body 


838 See, for example, Pali Vinaya, II, p. 112: Na bhikkhave gihinam uttarimanussadhammam 
iddhipatihariyam dassetabbam. 

839 Horner, Book of the Discipline, IV, p. 449: “ Suddha in such a connection means that a monk has 
committed no offences, or that, if he has, he has confessed them and so is ‘pure’ to take his place at the 
Patimokkha recitation.” 
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of the Buddha.” Their mind becomes very joyful ( mahamudita), and as a result of this joy, they welcome 
the Buddha’s words with faith. 

It is like a great sovereign who is invited to dine by his ministers and subjects. The king has no need for it, 
but to win over his people, he eats enough so they they are made happy. For similar reasons, the Buddha 
takes nourishment. 

Question. - If the Buddha does not eat, where is the food that he does accept? [253b] 

Answer. - The workings of the Buddha (buddhakarya) are inconceivable (, acintya ): they should not be 
investigated. 

Furthermore, there are people who are saved when they find food for the Buddha; there are others who are 
saved when they hear his sounds ( sabda ), see his color (; rupa ), touch his body ( kdya ) or smell his smell 
(gandha). If they need [the Buddha’s] food to be saved, the Buddha gives it to them. 

It is said in the Mi tsi kin kang king (Guhyakavajrapanisutra or Tathagatacintyaguhya-nirdesa): “When the 
Buddha brings food to his mouth, there are devas seeking the Buddhist Path who carry it to the ten 
directions and distribute it.” 840 

Question. - If that is so, what did you mean when you said above (p. 1402F) in regard to Samghanusmrti 841 
that nobody can eat the Buddha’s food? 

Answer. - When the Buddha does not give his food away, it is because nobody is capable is able to eat to 
eat it, but here, if he gives it, it is because it can be eaten. How do we know that? 

When the Buddha ate oats (yava ), he gave this food to Ananda, 842 and when the sramana Eul-che-yi-eul 
(Srona Kotlvimsa) offered the Buddha some good soup ( yusa ), the latter gave the leftovers to king 
Bimbasara. 

Thus we know that if the Buddha makes a gift of his food after having accepted it, it is that one is able to 
eat it; if he does not make a gift of it, it is that it one cannot digest it. 

Furthermore, if food is offered to the Buddha and the latter does not eat it, people would be unable to digest 
it, but if, after having eaten, the Buddha gives the leftovers, it is that people are able to digest it. Therefore, 
actually, the Buddha does not eat, but in order to save beings, he pretends to accept food and he keeps a 
bowl ( patram dhdrayati) [for that purpose]. 


G. Silence on the Fourteen Difficult Questions 

The Buddha did not answer fourteen difficult questions. 843 - 

840 On these feasts of immortality, see also the VimalakTrtinirdesa, p. 319-324 and the appendix, p. 
430-437. 

841 Adopting the variant nien-seng. 

842 See above, p. 1530F, n. 3. 
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The Buddha has four ways of answering ( vydkarana ): i) answering in a categorical manner ( ekdmsena 
vydkaranam)', ii) answering by distinguishing ( vibhajya vydkaranam ); Hi) answering by asking a question 
( pariprcchavyakaranam ); iv) answering by not replying ( sthdnamyavydkaranam ). 844 Now these fourteen 
difficult questions had to be answered by not replying. 

Moreover, when it is useful, the Buddha does answer. But questions asked by the heretics ( tfrthika) do not 
lead to nirvana (na nirvdnaya samvartante) and increase doubt ( samsayan vardhayanti). Therefore the 
Buddha answers by not replying to them. If he knew that they have a definite usefulness, he would reply by 
distinguishing (vibhajya), but as they have no use, he stops and does not reply. This is why we know that 
the Buddha is omniscient ( sarvajfia ). 

Furthermore, the Buddha spoke of three kinds of things: i) conditioned things (samskrtadhrma), ii) 
unconditioned things ( asamskrtadharma) and iii) inexpressible things ( avdcyadharma ): in doing this, he 
has spoken of all dharmas. 

Furthermore, being based (dsritya) on the eternalist view ( sdsvatadrsti) or the nihilist view (ucchedadrsti), 
the heretics asked the questions of eternalism or nihilism, but since any real nature (satyalaksana) is absent 
in them, the Buddha did not reply. The eternal nature ( nityalaksana ) and the non-eternal nature 
(anityalaksana) seen by these heretics have no reality. Why? The heretics grasp (udgrhnanti) these natures 
and become attached to them (dsajyante), saying: “This is eternal, that is nothingness.” As for the Buddha, 
he too speaks of eternal nature and non-eternal nature, but merely by way of refutation (pratipaksa). 

Furthermore, people say: “Nothingness (ndstitva) exists; existence ( astitva) does not exist.” They are 
making a mistake, and the Buddha does not make a mistake by not answering. 

The sun (surya) lights up the earth, but it can neither lower the mountains nor elevate the valleys: it is 
limited to making them visible. In the same way, the Buddha has no action on dharmas. If they exist, he 
says that they exist; if they do not exist, he says that they do not exist. Thus he said: 

“Old age and death have birth as condition ( jdtipratyayam jardmaranam), etc. [253c] on up to: the 
formations have ignorance as condition (ydvad avidydpratyaydh samskarah). Whether there is a Buddha or 
there is no Buddha, this causality ( idampratyayatd), this nature of things (dharmata), is always present in 
the world. Buddhas appear in the world in order to teach this Dharma to beings.” 845 

Furthermore, if the Buddha talked about eternalism ( sdsvata ) or nihilism (uccheda), this would be a 
mistake. If you were asked what is the size or the physical appearance of the son of a barren woman and a 
eunuch ( vandhydsandhaputra ), this question would not deserve an answer. It is the same for the fourteen 
difficult questions: only in hypothesis do eternalism and nihilism have a basis to which response may be 
made, but since there is no eternity or nothingness, the Buddha does not respond. 


p or the fifth time, the Traite returns to this subject: see above, p. 154-158F, 421F, 423F, 529F. 

844 See references above, p. 158F, note 2; 1378F 

845 a free citation of a canonical passage: Tsa a han, T 99, no. 296, k. 12, p. 84b-c. See above, p. 157F, 
note 1 and references to be added from the Nidanasamyukta, p. 147-149. 
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For all these reasons the Buddha does not make the mistake of answering the fourteen difficult questions. 


H. Simultaneous Teaching of the Self and the Non-self 

In some places the Buddha says that the atman exists and in other places he says that it does not exist. - 

People who understand the meaning ( artha ) of the Buddhist doctrine and know the designation ( prajnapti ) 
say that the atman exists. People who do not understand the meaning of the Buddhist doctrine and do not 
know the designation say that the atman does not exist. 

Furthermore, if a person is about to fall into the view of nihilism ( ucchedadrsti ), the Buddha says to him: 
“There is an atman which, in future existences, undergoes [the retribution] of its wrongdoings (dpatti) and 
its merits ( punya ).” On the other hand, if a person is about to fall into the view of etemalism ( sdsvatadrsti ), 
the Buddha says to him: “There is neither an atman, nor someone who acts ( kdraka ) nor a patient (?) 
( vedaka ), 846 and there is no autonomous dharma ( svatantra ) existing separate from what are called the five 
aggregates (pancaskandha ).” 847 

Question. - If that is so, where is the truth? 

Answer. - It is the anatman that is true, 848 for the Seals of the Dharma (dharmamudra) say: “All 
conditioned dharmas are impermanent; all dharmas are without self; nirvana is peace” ( sarvasamskara 
anitydh, sarvadharmd andtmdnah, santam nirvdnam ). 849 Now the Dharma seal called nirvana is the true 
nature (bhutalaksana) of dharmas. But if someone has not yet planted the roots of good 
(i anavaropitakusaladharma ), if his wisdom is not yet sharp ( atiksnaprajnd ), the Buddha does not preach the 
profound doctrine of anatman ( gambhiranatmadharma ) to him because, if he did, this person would fall 
into the view of nihilism ( ucchedadrsti ). 

Question. - So be it. But in the Kia-chd-wen (Kasyapapariprccha), the Buddha said: “The atman is one 
extreme, the anatman is the other extreme: avoiding these two extremes is called the Middle Way” (dtmety 
ayam eka antah, andtmety ayam dvitTya antah. ity etdv ubhdv antdv anupagamya madhyamd pratipad ity 
ucyate ). 850 Therefore why do you say here that the anatman is true and that the atman is just a manner of 
speaking [that constitutes] a skillful means (updyapravacana)! 

Answer. - 1) The partisans of anatman ( andtmavddin ) are of two kinds: t) those who grasp ( udgrhnanti ) at 
the nature of anatman ( andtmalaksana ) and cling (dsjyante) to the anatman; ii) those who destroy the atman 


846 Monier-Williams: vedaka = proclaiming, making known 

847 These two apparently contradictory sutras have been cited above, p. 32F, notes 1 and 2. 

848 A peremptory affirmation which ought to draw the attention of western literary circles trying 
desperately to introduce the notion of a soul into Buddhism. 

849 See above, p. 1369F. 

850 Cf. Samyutta, II, p. 17; III, p. 135: Sabbam atthfti kho Kaccdyana ayam eko onto, sabbam natthfti 
ayam dutiyo onto. Ete te Kaccdyana ubho ante anupagamma majjhena Tathdgato dhammam deseti. 
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without, however, grasping at the anatman or clinging to it so that the anatman disappears by itself 
(s vat ah). 

For the first, the anatman is an extreme ( anata ); for the second, the anatman is the Middle Way (madhyama 
pr a tip ad). 

2) Furthermore, if the Buddha speaks of the atman or the anatman, he has two reasons for doing so: i) if he 
is speaking from the conventional point of view ( samvrtitah), there is an atman; ii) if he is speaking from 
the absolute point of view (paramarthatah), there is no atman. 

This is why he is not wrong in speaking sometimes of atman and sometimes of anatman. 


I. Simultaneous Teaching of Existence and Non-existence 

In some places the Buddha speaks of the existence of dharmas and in other places he speaks of their non¬ 
existence. - 

Question. - You should not speak separately of existence ( astita) and non-existence ( ndstitd): existence is 
atman and non-existence is anatman. Why return [to a subject already dealt with]? 

Answer. - 1) That is not correct ( ayuktam etad). In the Buddhadharma there are two kinds of emptiness 
( sunyata): i) the emptiness of beings {sattvasunyatd); ii) the emptiness of things ( dharmasunyata). 

Saying that there is no atman is stating the emptiness of beings; saying that there are no dharmas is stating 
the emptiness of things. [254a] 

Saying that there is an atman and knowing the nature of pure designation (prajhaptilaksana ) is not clinging 
to the atman; saying that there is an atman within the five aggregates (pahcaskandha ) is clinging to the 
atman. In order to destroy this clinging to the atman, it is said: “There is only the five aggregates. 
Impermanence, suffering, emptiness, non-self, peace and nirvana, that is existence.” 

2) Furthermore, there are two kinds of views of nothingness ( ucchedadrsti ): 

a. “There is no future existence (, aparajanman ) where one undergoes suffering ( duhkha ) or happiness 
(sukha) as a result of wrongdoings (dpatti ) or merit ( punya ).” For those people, it is said: “There is an 
atman that, from the present existence ( ihajanman ) to the future existence ( aparajanman ), undergoes the 
retribution for wrongdoings and merits. 

b. “All dharmas are empty ( sunya ) and without attachment ( nirdsanga ).” This is a wrong view 
(mithyadrsti) and, for these people, it is said: “There are [two kinds of] dharmas, namely conditioned 
( samskrta ) dharmas and unconditioned ( asamskrta ) dharmas. 

3) For beings of dull faculties ( atiksnendriya ), it is said that there is no atman; for beings of shaip faculties 
(tiksnendriya) and deep wisdom ( gambhTraprajna), it is said that dharmas are empty from beginning to end. 
Why? Because anatman involves the rejection of dharmas. Thus it is said: 

If he knows anatman well. 
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Every person who thinks in this way 

Does not rejoice on hearing about existent dharmas, 

Does not grieve on hearing about nonexistent dharmas. 

Actually, to speak about atman is to give support (dsraya ) to things; to speak about anatman is to stop any 
support. 

4) Moreover, the Buddhist doctrine has two ways of expressing itself: i) if it speaks clearly, it says that 
dharmas are empty; ii) if it expresses itself as skillful means ( updya ), it says that there is no atman. These 
two ways of teaching the Dharma end up in the same nature of Prajnaparamita. This is why the Buddha 
says in the sutra: “The paths ( mdrga) that lead to nirvana are absolutely identical: it is not that there are 
different paths.” 851 

5) Moreover, the existent atman, existent dharmas, parents, wrongdoings (dpatti) and merit {punya ), greater 
or lesser karmic retribution, are spoken of particularly to lay people ( grhastha ). Why? Because lay people 
generally do not seek nirvana but cling to retribution of actions (phalavipdka ) in future existences. On the 
other hand, the nonexistent atman and non-existent dharmas are spoken of mainly to monastics 
(pravrajita ). Why? Because generally monastics tend toward nirvana, do not assume dharmas, nirvana 
being the destruction of self. 

6) Moreover, there are people whose spiritual faculties, faith, etc. {sraddhddmdriya) are not yet ripe 
( paripakva ) and who first seek perceptible [benefits] and later abandon them. For these people the Buddha 
advises [the accumulation] of good dharmas and the rejection of bad dharmas. By contrast, there are people 
whose spiritual faculties, faith, etc. ( sraddhddmdriya ) are already ripe {paripakva ) and who seek no 
perceptible [benefit] {upalabdha) in dharmas; they seek only to avoid the samsaric destinies. For these 
people the Buddha teaches emptiness ( sunyatd) and the non-existence ( anupalabhdhitd) of dharmas. 

Both teachings are true {satya). Thus the ring finger {ahguli) is both long {dirgha) and short ( hrasva ); 
compared to the middle finger {madhyama), it is short and compared to the little finger (kanistha), it is 
long; its longness and its shortness are both true. It is the same for the doctrine of existence {astitvdvdda) 
and the doctrine of non-existence ( ndstitdvdda ). To speak of existence is sometimes conventional ( samvrti ) 
and sometimes absolute (paramdrtha ); to speak of non-existence is sometimes conventional and sometimes 
absolute. That the Buddha [254b] speaks of atman or of anatman, both are true. 

Question. - If both these things are true, why, as a general rule, does the Buddha praise emptiness {sunyatd) 
and criticize existence ( astita )? 

Answer. - Emptiness {sunyatd), non-existence {anupalabdhitd) is the treasure of the Dharma 
(dharmanidhdna ) of the Buddhas of the ten directions, noble amongst all. Thus it is said in the 


For this idea, see Saddharmapund., p. 40: Ekam evaham Sariputrayanam arabhya sattvanam 
dharmam desaydmi yadidam buddhaydnam. na kimcic Sariputra dvitvyam vd trtiyam samvidyate. 
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Prajnaparamita, in the Tchou-lei-p’in (Parindanaparivarta): “The Prajnaparamita is the treasure of the 
Dharma of the Buddhas of the three times and the ten directions.” 852 

The Prajnaparamita is the emptiness of non-existence ( anupalambhasunyata ). If the Buddha sometimes 
speaks of non-existent dharmas, it is in order to ripen beings (sattvaparipacanartham) who, long 
afterwards, will all enter into the treasure of the Dharma of non-existence. 

Question. - If that is so, why does the Prajnaparamita say: “Seeing the emptiness ( simyata), the non¬ 
existence (anupalabdhitd) of the five aggregates (pancaskandha ) is not bodhi”? 

Answer. - It is said in the Prajnaparamita that existence and non-existence do not exist. 

[Dvrghanakhasutra ,] 853 - Similarly the Tch ’ang-tchao fan-tche king (DIrghanakha-brahmacarisutra) says: 

There are three kinds of wrong view: i) everything exists; ii) nothing exists, Hi) things are partly existent 
ane partly non-existent. 854 

The Buddha said to the brahmacarin DIrghanakha: The view that ’everything exists’ is tied to desire, 
aversion and ignorance ( moha ). The view that ’nothing exists’ is not tied to desire, or aversion, or 
ignorance. The view that ‘things partly exist and partly do not exist’ is partially tied and partially not tied to 
the aforementioned faults. 855 

Faced with these three views, the noble disciple has the following thought: “If I adopt the view 
that’everything exists’, I will be in debate with two people: the one for whom nothing exists and the other 
for whom things partly exist and partly do not exist. If I adopt the view that ‘nothing exists’, I will also be 
in debate with two people: the one for whom nothing exists and the other for whom things partly exist and 
partly do not exist. If I adopt the view that ‘things partly exist and partly do not exist’, I will be in debate 
with two people: the one for whom everything exists and the other for whom nothing exists.” 856 

From that arises conflict, from conflict arises disagreement, from disagreement arises violence. Foreseeing 
conflict, disagreement and violence for himself, the disciples gives up this view of non-existence and adopt 
no other view. 857 Not taking up any view, he enters into the path. 


852 Pancavimsati, T 223, k. 20, p. 363b4: Ananda, these six paramitas are the inexhaustible treasure of 
the Dharma of all the Buddhas. The Buddhas of the ten directions who presently preach the Dharma are 
all derived from the six paramitas. The same in the past and the future. 

853 An extract from the DTghanakhasutta of the Majjhima, I, p. 497-501 (cf. Tsa a han, T 99, no. 969, 
k. 34, p. 249a-250a; Pie yi tsa a han, T 100, no. 203, k. 11, p. 449a-b), the original Sanskrit of which is 
reproduced partially in the Avadanasataka, II, p. 187 seq. 

854 Avadanasataka, II, p. 188. 

855 lbid.,p. 188-189. 

856 Ibid.,p. 189-190. 

857 ibid., p. 190 
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If one does not cling to the emptiness of dharmas, the mind does not arouse debate iyivada) and merely 
drives out the fetters ( samyojana ): this is true knowledge. But if one grasps ( udgrhndti ) the empty nature 
(,sunyanimitta ) of dharmas, one provokes debate and one does not destroy the fetters; holding on to that 
wisdom is not true wisdom. 

Everything that the Buddha says is aimed at saving beings; that is why there is not a single one of them that 
is not true. Accoording to whether people cling (abhinivisante ) or do not cling to them to them, they are 
sometimes in the right and sometimes in the wrong. For all these reasons, the bodily, vocal or mental 
actions of the Buddha are ‘preceded by knowledge’ ( jnanapurvamgama ) and ‘accompany knowledge’ 
( jnananuparivartin ). 


Question. - You said at the beginning that the Buddha has neither physical defect nor vocal defect nor 
mental defect (cf. dvenikadharmas no. 1-3), and here [254c] you say again that his bodily, vocal and mental 
actions accompany knowledge (cf. avenikadharmas no. 13-15). What is the difference in meaning 
(. arthavisesa )? 

Answer. - The first three attributes in terms of which the Buddha has no defect did not give a reason. These 
do give the reason: because his actions accompany knowledge (jndnanuparivartiri). If the Buddha did not 
reflect before carrying out his bodily, vocal or mental actions, he would make mistakes, but since the 
Buddha first uses knowledge before carrying out his bodily, vocal or mental actions, he is faultless. 

Furthermore, the Buddha is endowed with three kinds of pure action ( parisuddhakarman ), three kinds of 
pacified actions ( prasantakarma ), three kinds of actions not requiring secrecy (draksyakarman ). 858 Some 
people wonder why the Buddha has such actions and this is why the Buddha says: “All my bodily, vocal 
and mental acts ( kdyavdgmanaskarman ) are preceded by knowledge {jnanapurvamgama ) and accompany 
knowledge (jndndnuparivartiri ).” 


16-18. The Buddha penetrates the past, the future and the present 


The Buddha knows the past ( atita ), the future ( anagata ) and the present ( pratyutpanna ) by means of his 
knowledge, and his penetration is without obstacle ( apratihata ). 


858 The physical, vocal and mental conduct of the Buddha being perfectly pure, he has no bodily, vocal 
or mental misdeeds to be hidden for fear that somebody should find it out: these are the three or four 
arakkheyya (drakkheyya) in Pali (DIgha, III, p. 217;Anguttara, IV, p. 82-84), the araksya (, araksana, 
araksamya, araksya, araksana) in Sanskrit: Mahavyut., no. 192-195; Bodh, bhumi, p. 403; 

Sutralamkara, XXI, v. 53; Samgraha, p. 287, 299; Abhidharmasamuccayavyakhya, T 1606, k. 14, p. 
761bl4; Aloka, p. 915. 
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His threefold knowledge bears upon the three times and his penetration is without obstacles because his 
three actions accompany knowledge. 859 


A. Sarvastivadin-Sautrantika Debate on Time 


^59 The author of the Traite finds himself in a difficult position in regard to the problem of the three 
times, and he must use all his subtlety to get out of it with honor. 

On the one hand, he has adopted the Mahayana list of the eighteen avenikadharmas. But in this 
list, numbers 16-18 say that the Buddha knows and penetrates unobstmctedly the past, present and 
future. If he knows them, it is because they exist. Thus the author is forced to accept the existence of the 
three times. 

On the other hand, the author is a Madhyamikan for whom time does not exist either as an 
immutable entity or in dependence on causes. Thus the author is forced to deny the existence of the three 
times. 

Here is how the author will proceed: 

1) Well before his period, the problem of time had been discussed by the great Hlnayana 
schools and a controversy had opposed the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasikas to the Sautrantlkas, a debate fully 
set forth in the Vibhasa, the Abhidharmakosa and the Nyayanusara, wisely translated and commented on 
by L. de La Vallee Poussin in his translation of the Kosa, V, p. 50-65 and in his article entitled 
Documents d’Abhidharma, MCB, V, 1936-37, p. 7-158. 

The Sarvastivadins affirmed the existence of the dharmas of the three times “because the 
Bhagavat said so, because the mental consciousness proceeds from the organ and the object, because it 
has an object and because the past bears a fruit.” The Sautrantikas criticized it “because if past and future 
things really existed, the dharmas coming from causes ( samskrta ) would always exist and would 
therefore be eternal. Now scripture and logic proclaim them to be impermanent.” 

Brought at this point to intervene in the debate, the author of the Traite comes out on the side of 
the Sarvastivadins and recognizes the existence of the three times. The result is that the list of the 
Mahayana avenikadharmas can legitimately claim that the Buddha knows the past, the future and the 
present. 

2) By means of s second procedure and by referring particularly to the Prajnaparamitasutras, the 
Traite claims that all dharmas, no matter to which category they belong, “have but a single nature, 
namely, the absence of absence.” Therefore it is absurd to attribute temporal characteristics to them. 

By denying now that which it previously asserted, the Traite is not contradicting itself in any 
way. When it recognizes temporal or other characteristics in dharmas, it is out of regard for the beings 
who are to be converted by certain considerations of temporal order. By refusing any characteristic to 
dharmas, it is referring simply to the universal and ungraspable emptiness ( anupalambhasunyata ). In the 
first case and with the example of the Buddha, it is using skillful means (upaya); in the second case, it is 
restricted to wisdom ( prajna ). 
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[The Sautrantikan.] - Past dharmas, already destroyed, no longer exist; future dharmas, not yet come, are 
not formed; the present which lasts but an instant ( ekaksanika ) has no period of duration ( sthitikdla ). Then 
how can the Buddha know the three times with an unhindered penetration? 

[The Sarvastivadin]. - The Buddha affirms unobstructed penetration of the past, the future and the present. 
How can his word be wrong? 

Moreover, if there were no past or future and if there was only an instant of the present, the Buddha would 
never realize his innumerable qualities (, apramdnguna ) such as the ten knowledges (, dasajndna ) or the ten 
[powers ( dasabala ). There cannot be ten simultaneous knowledges in one single mind. If that were the 
case, the Buddha would never fulfill the ten powers. This is how we know that there is a past and a future. 

[The Sautrantika], - If the past, the future and the present existed, what could there not be? But the Buddha 
preached the four truths ( catuhsatya ) and, in the truth of suffering ( duhkhasatya ), he saw the aspects of 
impermanence, etc. ( anityddydkdra ). Impermanence (anityata) is death after birth, ruin ( viparinama ), 
vanishing ( anupalabdhi ). If past dharmas existed actually in truth, there would no longer be impermanence, 
ruin, vanishing. 

Moreover, [to claim] that the past, future and present exist is to fall into eternalism ( sdsvatadrsti ). Why? If 
the dharma exists in the future, it necessarily exists in the present and from the present it goes into the past. 
If a man were to leave one house to enter another, we would not say that he has disappeared. 

[The Sarvastivadin]. - What is wrong in saying that he has not disappeared? 

[The Sautrantika]. - If there were no impermanence {anityata), there would be neither sin (apatti) nor merit 
(punya), neither birth (jdti) nor death (marana), neither bondage ( bandhana) nor liberation (moksa). 

Sins (apatti) are the ten bad paths of action ( dasdkusalakannapatha ), killing (prdndtipata ), etc. If there 
were no impermanence [in other woreds, if the victim of the killing were eternal], there would be no sin of 
killing, etc., and, as is said in the Fen-pie-sie-kien (MithyadrstTvibhanga): “A knife driven into the body and 
impaling the seven places would do no harm.” 

Merits (punya ) are the ten good paths of action ( dasakusalakarmapatha ), abstaining from killing 
( prdndtipdtavirati ), etc. 

Impermanence ( anityata) is the distinct births and deaths. If there were no [255a] impermanence, there 
would be neither birth nor death, there would be neither bondage ( bandhana ) nor deliverance (moksa). 
These are the innumerable errors ( apramdnadosa ) [resulting from the eternalist system]. 

[The Sarvastivadin]. - The dharmas of the three times each have their own characteristic ( laksana ): the past 
dharma has the characteristic of the past, the future dharma has the characteristic of the future, the present 
dharma has the characteristic of the present. If the past and the future had the characteristic of the present, 
there would be the difficulties [that you have raised], but here past, future and present each have their own 
characteristic. 

Furthermore, if there really was neither past nor future, the condition of being a monastic 
(pravrajitasamvara) would not exist either. Why? As soon as he would be in a bad state of mind 
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(dustacitta) and would break his earlier commitments ( sfla ), this monk would no longer be a bhiksu. And as 
soon as a saint (diyapudgala) would return in mind to worldly things (lokasamvrti ), he would be just an 
ordinary person (prthagjana ) since, [according to your hypothesis], there is neither past nor future nor 
present. 

In the same way, sins (dpatti ) also, beginning with the five anantarya ‘sins of immediate retribution’, 
would not exist. Why? It is necessary for the five anantaryas to be actions already past ( atitakannan ) and 
for their doer to be dead, for the latter to enter into hell (naraka ). Now if these five dnantaiyas are still to 
come ( andgata ), there is no action ( karman ) and, as a result, no retribution ( vipdka ); and, in the present 
existence ( pratyutpannatmabhava ), they are not ‘of immediate retribution’ [since the death of their 
perpetrator has not yet occurred]. Therefore, if the past did not exist, there would be no anantarya sins and, 
still less, any other sins. The same reasoning holds for merits ipunya ). 860 To deny the existence of sin and 
of merit is a bad view (mithyddrsd ) and those who hold it are no different from birds and beasts. 

Moreover, I do not say that past and future exist like the present. I say that the past, although vanished, is 
capable of producing a memory ( smrti ) and of giving birth to a mind ( citta ) and mental events 
(caitasikadharma). 

Thus, the fire that was extinguished yesterday can today give rise to a memory, but it is impossible that this 
fire be revived by virtue of this memory. If I see that someone is gathering kindling ( indhana ), I know that 
they will light the fire and I say to myself that today’s fire is like yesterday’s fire, but it is not possible for 
the fire to be re-kindled by virtue of this memory that I have of the fire. It is the same for that which is 
things of the future. Although the present mind ( pratyutpannacitta ) is instantaneous (ksanika ) and without 
duration ( asthitika ), it re-arises in series ( samtana ) and is able to recognize dharmas. Inwardly 
(i adhyatmam ) using the actual mind ( manas ) as cause (hetu) and outwardly (using the dharmas as object 
(dlambana ), a mental consciousness ( manovijndna ) takes up its job. 861 This mental consciousness, which is 


^60 Kosabhasya, p. 295, summarizes the debate thus: Yadi catftam na sydt subhasubhasya karmanah 
phalam dyatydm katham sydt. na hi phalotpattikdle vartamano vipdkahetnr astfti, tasmad asty 
evdtitdndgatam id Vaibhdsikdh. - “If the past does not exist, how would the retribution in the future of a 
good or bad action exist? Actually, at the moment when the fruit of retribution is produced, the cause of 
the retribution is no longer present. This is why the Vaibhasikas say that the past and the future exist.” 
861 Kosabhasya, p. 295, presents the argument thus: Dvayam pratftya vijnanasyotpada ity uktam. 
dvayam katamat. caksu rupani ydvan mono dharma id. asati vatftanmagate tadalambanam vijndnam 
dvayam pratftya na sydt. - Paraphrased translation: It is said by the Buddha (Samyutta, II, p. 72) that it is 
because of two things, [organ and object], that consciousnesses arise. What are these two things? The eye 
and colors for the eye consciousness, and so on up to: the mind (manas) and things ( dharma ) for the 
mental consciousness ( manovijndna ). If past and future things did not exist, the mental consciousness, 
which has them as object and which arises as a result of two things - as the Buddha has it - would not 
arise. 
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sovereign ( adhipati ), cognizes ( vijanati ) past, future and present dharmas. There is only the mind and the 
actual mental ( pratyutpanna ) events that it does not cognize; 862 it cognizes all the rest. 


B. The Non-existence of Time According to the Mahayana 

Question. - In the Prajnaparamita, in the Jou-siang p’in (Tathatalaksanaparivarta), it is said: “The three 
times ( tiyadhvan ) have but a single nature ( ekalaksana ), namely, the absence of nature ( alaksana ).” 863 
Then why is it said here that the Buddha’s knowledge knows the tjhree times with an unhindered 
penetration? 

Answer. - The Buddhas have two ways of preaching the Dharma ( dharmanirdesa ): i) first, analysis of the 
dharmas ( dharmavibhanga ); ii) then, the preaching of unlimited emptiness (, atyantasunyata). 864 

When the Buddha claims that he penetrates dharmas of the three times without any obstacle, this is an 
analytical teaching (vibhajya nirdesa). When he says that the three times have but a single nature, namely, 
the absence of nature, he is teaching unlimited emptiness ( atyantasunyata ). 

Moreover, those who are not omniscient (sarvajnd) come up against obstacles ( pratigha ) in the 
consciousness of the three times. Thus saints such as [255b] Avalokitesvara, Manjusri, Maitreya, Sariputra, 
etc., have all encountered obstacles in the consciousness of the three times. 

Therefore when it is said that the Buddha cognizes the three times with an unhindered penetration, we are 
not referring to emptiness [but simply to the analysis of dharmas]. 

Finally, there are people who produce wrong views ( mithyadrsti ) in regard to the three times and who say: 
“Past ( atfta ) dharmas and beings ( sattva ) have a beginning ( purvdnta ), do not have a beginning, etc.” 

If they have a beginning, then there are new beings, and the dharmas also arise without cause or condition 
(hetupratyaya ). 865 


p or tp e Sarvastivadin, the present mind does not cognize itself: it is the manas that is just past that is 
cognized by the immediately following manovijnana ; cf. Kosa, I, p. 31; IX, p. 231 and note. 

863 j n agreement with the other Prajnaparamitasutras, the Pancavimsati speaks of the adhvasunyatd 
‘emptiness of time’, excluding any beginning (purvdnta ), any end (dpardnta) and any present (p. 49,1. 5- 
19): it proclaims the tryadhvasamatd ‘the identity of the three times’ (p. 242,1. 6, 10, 19) and concludes 
from it that all dharmas are without characteristics: Sarva ete dharma na samyuktd ni visamyukta 
arupino ‘nidarsana apratighd ekalaksana yadutdlaksandh. 

864 jp e ninth 0 fthe eighteen emptinesses. The Pancavimsati, p. 196,1. 17-18, defines it thus: Tatra 
katamdtyantasunyatd. yasya onto nopalabhyate tad atyantam atyantena sunyam akutasthdvindsitdm 
updddya. tat kasya hetoh. prakrtir asya esd. Kumarajlva translates (T 223, k. 5, p. 250c2-4): What is 
atyantasunyata ? Atyanta means that the limit of dharmas is ungraspable because they are neither eternal 
(akutasthd) nor destroyed (avindsita). Why? Because that is their nature. 
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If they do not have a beginning ( purvanta ), neither do they have an end ( apardnta ), they have neither end 
nor middle ( madhydnta ). Or else not having a beginning means having a middle and having an end; not 
having an end means having a beginning and a middle; not having a middle means having a beginning and 
an end. 

But if beings ( sattva) and things ( dharma ) are without beginning, they are also without middle and without 
end and, since the three times ( tiyadhvan ) do not exist, there is nothing ( akimcid ). 866 

Furthermore, if there is no beginning, how can there be this Omniscient One (sarvajna) who, in order to 
destroy all these wrong views, declares that ’’the dharmas of the three times ( ttyadvadharma ) have but a 
single nature ( ekalaksana ), namely, the absence of nature ( alaksana )” and who, in order not to destroy the 
threefold time, declares that “the Buddha knows it”? 

Question. - But absence of nature ( alaksana ) is has limits ( antavat )! 

Answer. - No. Absence of nature is limitless (, ananta ), inexpressible ( anabhildpya ) and unquestionable. 
Why do you say it is limited? If one grasps characteristics in the absence of characteristics, this would no 
longer be an absence of characteristics (yady alaksane nimittany udgrhmyad alaksanam na sydt). By 
absence of nature we mean the ungraspable emptiness ( anupalambhasunyatd). Here, absence of nature is 
ungraspable and emptiness itself is ungraspable. This is why absence of characteristics is called 
ungraspable emptiness. 

Furthermore, the Buddha has two kinds of paths (pratipad ): 867 

1. The path of merit {punyapratipad ), if a person, hearing about the ten powers ( bala ) of the Buddha, his 
four fearlessnesses ( vaisdradya ), his four unhindered knowledges ( pratisamvid ) and his eighteen special 
attributes (dvenikadharma), produces minds of veneration ( satkdra) and faith (prasdda). 

2. The path of wisdom {prajndpratipad ), if a person hearing that dharmas coming from the complex of 
causes and conditions (hetupratyayasamagryutpanna) are without self-nature ( nihsvabhdva ), abandons all 
these dharmas, but does not become attached in mind to emptiness. 

Thus the moon ( candra ) moistens objects ( vastu ) and the sun {stay a) ripens them, and thanks to this 
twofold action, everything prospers. The path of merit {punyapratipad) and the path of wisdom 
( prajndpratipad) do the same: the path of merit gives rise to qualities ( guna ), and the path of wisdom, 
acting on the path of merit, expels attachment to wrong views ( mithyadrstyabhinivesa ). 

This is why, although he preaches the limitless emptiness {atyantasunyatd) of dharmas, the Buddha also 
speaks of his unhindered penetration of the three times; there is nothing wrong in this. 


^65 An absurd consequence, for the trnasmigration of beings has had no beginning (anamataggayam 
bhikkave samsaro) and conditioned dharmas by definition are the result of causes and conditions 
{hetusampanna, hetuppabhdva, idappaccayatdpaticcasamuppanna). 

866 £f Pancavimsati, p. 240: Ndsyaydnasyapurvanta upalabhyate ndpardnta upalabhyate na madhya 
upalabhyate. tryadhvasamam tad ydnam. tasmdd mahdydnam mahdydnam ity ucyate. 

867 p or this twofold path, see below, k. 29, p. 274al0. 
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This is a brief explanation (samksepanirdesa) of the meaning of the eighteen special attributes of the 
Buddhas. 


Second Section REFUTATION OF THE SARVASTIVADIN 
THEORIES ON THE SPECIAL ATTRIBUTES OF THE BUDDHA 


I. REFUTATION OF THE FIRST SARVASTIVADIN LIST 868 


[The Sarvastivadin]. - If that is so, why did Katyayamputra give the name avenikadharma to the ten 
powers ( bala ), the four fearlessnesses ( vaisdradya ), the great compassion (mahdkdrund) and the three 
special equanimities (avenikasmrtyupasthana) of the Buddha? If the eighteen special attributes that you 
mentioned above, [namely, ndsti tathdgatasya skhalitam, etc.] were really true, why did Katyayamputra list 
others? 

[The Mahayanist], - This is why he is called Katyayamputra ‘son of Katyayanf. If he was truly 
Sakyaputnya ‘son or disciple of the Buddha’ [like [255c] us’, he would not say that. The Sakyaputrlyas 
have defined the real special attributes. Moreover, the attributes of the Buddha are numberless and the 36 
attributes [mentioned by us, namely, the 18 non-special attributes studied in chapters XXXIX and XL, plus 
the 18 special attributes studies in chapter XLI] are, amongst all the Buddha’s attributes, like a drop of 
water ( bindu ) in the great ocean (mafiasamudra). The attributes of the Buddha are not rare. Why enumerate 
eighteen [like Katyayamputra]? 

Moreover, the arhats, pratyekaduddhas and bodhisattvas [share to some degree in the ten balas that 
Katyayamputra reserves as special attributes of the Buddha]; they too know what is possible and what is 
impossible ( bala no. 1); they reveal the retribution of action in the three times ( bala no. 2); they distinguish 
the dhydnas and the samapattis (bala no. 3) and they reach dsravaksayajnana (bala no. 10). Under these 
conditions, how could [Katyayamputra] say that these attributes are special to the Buddha? 

[The Sarvastivadin]. - Yes, but the sravakas, pratyekabuddhas and bodhisattvas do not have ‘an exhaustive 
knowledge, a universal knowledge’ (cf. above, p. 1526-7F) of these things. They have only the cognition 
(abhijnd) and the knowing (vidyd) of them, but do not have the power of knowledge (jndnabala) like the 
Buddha. Only the Buddha knows all that ‘in an exhaustive manner, in a univeral manner’, and this is why 
these knowledges are ‘special’ to him. Therefore refer back to what has been said about the ten powers 
(above, p. 1556-7F). 

[The Mahayanist]. - When the Buddha explained the meaning (artha) of these ten powers, he did not 
emphasize his ‘exhaustive and universal’ knowledge of them; he simply said that he knew what is possible 


868 p or t jq s fj rst |j S ( prepared by Katyayamputra, see references above, p. 1626F. 
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and what is impossible ( sthanasthana ), etc. Those who have spoken of his ‘exhaustive and univeral 
knowledge’ are the scholars (; upadesdcararya ). 

[The Sarvastivadin]. - I beg your pardon! As you yourself said above (p. 1557F) they are spoken of in the 
Mahayana and the Buddha, being still a bodhisattva, claimed to know all ‘in an exhaustive and universal 
way’. 

[The Mahayanist]. - Yes, we talk about them in the Mahayana, but what does that matter to you? You do 
not belive in the Mahayana, you refuse the evidence and you yourself say that the sravaka system is the 
[only] valid one. 

Moreover, although the Buddha has this ‘exhaustive knowledge’, this ‘univerasal knowledge’ of the ten 
powers, the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas have a small portion of it. [Therefore Katyayamputra is wrong 
in considering the ten powers ( bala) as special attributes of the Buddha.] But sravakas and pratyekabuddhas 
have absolutely no part of the eighteen special attributes [which we propose in the Mahayanist list: ndsti 
tathdgatasya skhalitam, etc]. This is why we describe them as truly special attributes. 

[The Sarvastivadin]. - But the practitioners of the two Vehicles, [namely, the sravakas and the 
pratyekabuddhas] also share in the eighteen special attributes [of the Mahayanist list: ndsti tathdgatasya 
skhalitam, etc.]. The Buddha alone never has bodily, vocal or mental faults (attributes no. 1 to 3 of the 
Mahayanist list); but sometimes the practitioners of the two Vehicles do not have them either. Therefore 
they share in these attributes [and these do not belong exclusively to the Buddha]. 

[The Mahayanist]. - Your objections do not hold ( ayuktam etad). Why? What constitutes the special 
attribute is the fact of never having faults and not the fact of not having them [from time to time]. The 
sravakas and pratyekabuddhas do not share the perpetual harmlessness of the Buddha. [Thus this perpetual 
harmlessness is indeed a special attribute of the Buddha.] 

Furthermore, the arhats are indeed said to possess the powers in question, but nowhere do they qualify them 
as special attribhutes (dvenika). And you who do not belive in the Mahayana reject the eighteen truly 
special attributes [proposed in our Mahayanist list: ndsti tathdgatasya skhalitam ] and you count the ten 
powers {bala) [in the list of attributes drawn up by your Katyayamputra]. This procedure is inadmissible! 

Then look at these 80 secondary physical marks {asfty anuvyanjandni ) of the Buddha in which you believe 
but which are not mentioned in the Tripitaka. Why not reject them [since you reject the powers, etc., in 
your list of special attributes]? 


II. REFUTATION OF THE SECOND SARVASTIVADIN LIST 


[The Sarvastivadin]. - Flowever, we have drawn up [a list] of eighteen special attributes where we do not 
count [the ten powers]. What are these eighteen? 

1. The Buddha knows the true nature (bhutalaksana ) of dharmas; thus he is omniscient {sarvajnd). 
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2. The nature of the qualities ( guna ) of the Buddha is difficult to probe ( durvigahya ): thus his qualities are 
immense. 

3. Animated by a lofty aspiration ( adydsaya ), he thinks of others lovingly: thus he is greatly compassionate 
( mahakarunika ). 

4. He has acquired incomparable knowledges ( asamajnana ): thus he has mastery in knowledge 
(Jhdnavasita). 

5. He penetrates well the nature of the mind ( cittalaksana ): thus he has mastery of concentration 
(samddhi vasi to). 

6. He has found the means ( updya ) of saving beings: thus he has mastery in metamorphosis 
( nirmanavasita ). 

7. He knows well the causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ) of dharmas: [256a] thus his teaching 
(v ydkarana) is immense. 

8. He preaches the true nature (bhutalaksana) of dharmas: thus his teaching is not wrong. 

9. He speaks by distinguishing ( vibhajya ) and evaluating ( mitvd'): thus he has no vocal fault (ndsti 
tathdgatasya ravitam ). 869 

10. He has attained the perfection of the ten powers ( dasabalasampad ): thus he has no loss of wisdom 
( prajndparihdni ). 870 

11. In every conditioned dharma (samskrtadharma) he sees only a mass of things (dharmas amcaya) and 
non-self (anatman): thus his actions are always generous. 

13. Knowing the favorable occasion ( kdla ) and the unfavorable occasion ( vikala ), he has established the 
threefold Vehicle ( yanatraya ) for he always sees beings. 

14. He is always mindful ( saddsmrtimat ): thus he has no lapses (: muusitasmrtita). 871 

14. For innumerable incalculable periods ( asamkhyeyakalpa ) he has deepened the good minds 
(kusalacitta): thus he is free of traces of the disturbing emotions (klesavdsana). 

15. He has attained perfectly pure knowledge ( parisuddhajhana ): thus there is nobody who can legitimately 
(saha dharmena ) find any faults in him. 872 

16. From lifetime to lifetime, he has venerated honorable individuals: thus the top of his head is invisible 
(anavalokitamurdhatd). 873 


869 jhis is the 2 nd attribute in the Mahayanist list. 

870 This is the 10 th attribute in the Mahayanist list. 

871 This is the 3 rd attribute in the Mahayanist list. 

877 jhis is equivalent to introducing the four vaisdradyas into the list of special attributes. 

873 jhis is the first of the 80 anuvyahjanas according to the list drawn up by the Prajnaparamitasutras: 
see above, p. 1346F. 
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17. He cultivates the mind of great loving-kindness ( mahdmaitni) and great compassion ( mahdkarund): 
thus he brings down his feet quietly, the soles of his feet are soft and delicate ( mrdutarunapadatalaf’ 74 and 
beings who meet him find happiness. 

18. He has acquired the supernatural powers ( abhijnd) and the perfections ( pdramitd ): thus he transforms 
the minds of beings and leads them to rejoice and find salvation. When he enters a city, he manifests the 
power of his transformations ( vikurvanabala ). 


[The Mahayanist]. - These eighteen special attributes [proposed in your list] are not mentioned in the 
Tripitaka and even less so in other sutras. As some people are on the lookout for the attributes of the 
Buddha, the sravakas and the scholars ( upadesdcdiya ) gather a few from everywhere to celebrate the 
qualities ( guna ) of the Buddha. 

Thus the absence of vocal fault (ndsti tathdgatasya ravitam), the non-loss of wisdom (ndsti 
prajndparihdnih) and the absence of memory lapses (ndsti musitasmrtita) [mentioned in no. 9, 10 and 13 of 
your list] are borrowed from the eighteen special dharmas of Mahayanist origin [no. 2, 10, and 3 of our 
list], and having chosen them, you comment on them. 

The invisible top of the head ( anavalokitamurdhatd) and the soft and delicate soles of the feet 
(mrdutarunapddatala) [mentioned in no. 16 and 17 of your list] are very frequent marks 875 and cannot be 
counted among the eighteen special attributes of the Buddha. 

The [real] special attributes have knowledge ( jnana ) as essence and there can be no question there either of 
the physical strength (kdyabald) of the Buddha - a strength comparable to that of ten myriads of perfumed 
white elephants ( svetagandhajastin ) 876 - or of the strength of his supernatural powers (abhijndbald). This 
is why we must know that, in the eighteen special attriibutes, it is only a matter of the qualities of 
knowledge (jndnaguna) and not attributes consisting of the automatic fruits of retribution ( vipdkaphala ). 877 

Third Section CLASSIFICATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE 
EIGHTEEN SPECIAL ATTRIBUTES OF THE BUDDHA RECORDED IN 
THE MAHAYANIST LIST 


874 This is the 6 th of the 32 laksanas according to the list prepared by the Prajnaparamitasutras above, p. 
274F 

875 The 32 physical marks ( laksana ) in their entirety or partially, were possessed by others than the 
Buddha: see above, p. 285-286F and notes. 

876 See above, p. 1348F. 

877 Normally the laksanas are the reward for ‘actions productive of the 32 marka’ 
(dvdtrimsallaksanakarman) accomplished by the Bodhisattva during the hundred kalpas following the 
three asamkhyeyakalpas of his career: see above, p. 246-255F. 
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1. According to the A-p’i-t’an-fen-pie (Abhidharmavibhanga), the eighteen special attributes [of the 
Mahayana list] are included (samgrhita) in the five aggregates ( skandha ): 

a. The absence of physical fault (no. 1) and of vocal fault (no. 2), the physical action accompanying 
knowledge (no. 13) and the vocal action accompanying knowledge (no. 14) are included in the aggregte of 
form (rupaskandha). 

b. The absence of the concept of variety (no. 4) is included in the aggregate of concept ( samjndskandha ). 

c. The absence of non-concentrated mind (no. 5) is included in the aggregate of consciousness 
(vijnanaskandha). 

d. The other attributes are included in the aggregate of volition ( samskdraskandha ). 

2. All the attributes are in the fourth dhydna for it is in the fourth dhyana that the Buddha attained 
enlightenment ( sambodhi ) and attained nirvana. 

3. Some say that the four material special attributes (no. 1, 2, 13, 14) are included in the desire realm 
(kamadhatu ) and the form realm ( rupadhdtu ) and that the other attributes are included in the nine levels 
[rupadhdtu, 4 dhyanas, 4 samdpattis ]. 

4. All the attributes are good ( kusala ) and are pure dharmas ( anasravadharma ). 

5. The four material dharmas (no. 1, 2, 13, 14) are the result of two conditions (pmtyaya ): the causal 
condition ( hetupratyaya) and the goverining condition ( adhipatipratyaya). - The other attributes are the 
result of four conditions [by adding to the previoue two the immediately preceding condition 
(samanantarapratyaya ) and the object condition (dlambanapratyaya). 

6. Four attributes (no. 1, 2, 13, 14) are without object ( andlabana ); the other four have an object 
(salambana). 

7. Four attributes are accompaniments to mind ( cittanuparivartin ) but are non-associated with mind ( na 
cittasamprayukta). - Thirteen attributes are associated with mind ( cittasamprayukta ) and accompany mind 
{cittanuparivartin). - [256b] One attribute is non-associated with mind {na cittasamprayukta) and does not 
accompany mind (na cittanuparivartin). 

All of this is explained in the Abhidharmavibhanga. To understand this is to penetrate into the Perfection of 
Wisdom (prajndpdramitd) and the true nature ( bhutalaksana) of dharmas. All these dharmas have a single 
nature ( ekalaksana ), namely, the absence of nature (alaksana): in the mind of the Buddha, they have one 
characteristic, namely, pacification (santa). 
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CHAPTER XLII THE GREAT LOVING-KINDNESS AND 
THE GREAT COMPASSION OF THE BUDDHAS 

PRELIMINARY NOTE 


Loving-kindness and compassion are included in the four immeasureables ( apramana ) also called 
brahmaviharas which are abundantly commented on in the old canonical texts and have been treated in 
detail in Chapter XXXIII. The Prajnaparamita considers them to be complementary dharmas of the 
Buddhist path, usually practiced by the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas and also advised for the 
bodhisattvas. It is recognized by all that the practice of the four immeasureables exclusively profits the 
practitioner who nourishes them in the state of meditation but is of no benefit to the beings who are their 
object. In other words, loving-kindness and compassion are purely platonic feelings the sole result of 
which is the purification of the mind of the one who experiences them. 

The great loving-kindness ( mahdmaitri ) and great compassion {mahakaruna) of the Buddhas is quite 
different. These truly profit those who are taken as their object. 


I. GREAT LOVING-KINDNESS AND GREAT COMPASSION ACCORDING 
TO THE SRAVAKAYANA 


1. There is practically no mention of them in the Nikayas and the Agamas which adhere to the law of 
karma in all its strictness. If a being has his own actions as his sole good, his sole heritage and sole 
recourse, it is hard to see how the loving-kindness and compassion of the Buddhas would be of any 
benefit whatsoever to him. 

But as always, an exception must be made for the Ekottarikagama, a late text loaded with Mahayanist 
interpolations In a siitra which has no correspondent in Pali (T 125, k. 32, p. 725c7-9), it comments that 
“the Tathagata, endowed with great loving-kindness and great compassion, thinks with pity about beings, 
contemplates them all and everywhere, seeks to save those who are not yet saved, never abandons them 
like a loving mother for her child.” Besides, in the Balaslitra (T 125, k. 31, p. 717b 13-23), reviewing the 
characteristic strengths of beings, it states that the strength of a young boy are tears ( runda ), that of 
women is anger ( h'odha ), that of sramanas and brahmanas patience ( ksdnti ), that of kings pride and 
inflexibility ( manastambha ), that of arhats effort ( vyayama ), and finally, that of the Buddha Bhagavats 
mahdmaitri and mahakaruna. - This latter comment does not appear in the correspondent Balasutra of 
the Samyuktagama (T 99, k. 26, p. 188a2-7) and of the Anguttaranikaya (IV, p. 223). 

The Patisambhidamagga (I, p. 126-131), which is part of the fifth Nikaya, lists no less than 82 miseries 
of human society ( lokasannivdsa ), miseries provoking the great compassion of the Buddha with regard to 
beings, but it does not mention the practical effects of this great compassion. 
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2. The late Vinayas, such as that of the Mulasarvastivadins, and the post-canonical literature show the 
evidence of a growing interest in regard to these two attributes of the Buddha. In three places in the 
Divyavadana (p. 95-96, 124-125, 264-265) and in fourteen places in the Avadanasataka (I, p. 16-17; 30- 
31; 72-73. etc), there is a stock phrase in honor of these great compassionate ones ( mahakarunika ) who 
are the Buddha Bhagavats, endowed with all the qualities and who, three times during the night and three 
times during the day, i.e., six times in a day and night, look at the world with their Buddha-eye (trf ratre 
trirdivasasya sath-tvo ratrimdivasena buddhacaksusd lokam vyavalokayanti ) and ask themselves: In 
whom should I plant seeds of good not yet planted (kasydnavaripitdni kusalamuldny avaropayami), in 
whom should I make the roots of good grow that are already planted (kasydvaropitdni kusalamulani 
vivardhayami ), etc? 

This classic stock phrase is often followed by stanzas where it says that the Buddha never loses the 
opportunity of converting beings, watching over them and protecting them with the care of a loving mother 
for her only son, looks for them like a ‘cow of compassion’ seeking her calves that are in danger. See for 
example, Divyavadana, p. 96. 

3. Faced with the almost complete silence of the Pali Abhidhamma, it was the task of Katyayanlputra and 
his disciples to fix the position of the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasika school in regard to the great compassion 
of the Buddhas and to note the similarities and differences in the karuna practiced during the course of 
the four apramanas and the mahdkarund reserved for the Buddhas and great bodhisattvas. The 
explanation is practically identical in the Mahavibhasa (T 1545, k. 31, p. 159b 13-160b 18; k. 83, p. 
428a5-431b3), the Kosa (VII, p. 77-79) and the Kosabhasya (p. 414-415), the Nyayanusara (T 1562, k. 
75, p. 749b7-29) and the Karikavibhasa (T 1563, k. 36, p. 957bl3-c7). 

a. Karuna and mahdkarund are by nature conventional knowledge ( samvtijnana ), therefore impure 
(sdsrava), because they concern beings conventionally and not really existing. 

b. Mahdkarund is ‘great’ for five reasons: i) by its accessories ( sambhdra ) for it is produced by a great 
accumulation of merit and knowledge (mahdpunyajndnasambharasamudagamat); ii ) by its aspect 
(dkdra) for it considers things under the aspect of the three sufferings ( triduhhkhatdkaravdt ), namely, the 
suffering of suffering (duhkhaduhkhatd), the suffering of existence ( samskdraduhihatd) and the suffering 
of change ( parindmaduhkahata); Hi) by its object (dlambana ) for it has as object the beings of the 
threefold world ( traidhdtukdlambandt ); iv) by its equality (samatav a) for it concerns all beings equally; 
v) by its superiority ( adhimdtratva ) for no other compassion is superior to it. 

c. Karuna and mahdkarund differ in their nature (, svabhdva ), their aspect (dkdra), their object 
(dlambana), the level ( bhumi) on which they are noticed, the mental series ( samtdna) in which they 
dwell, their mode of acquisition ( Idbha ), the protection ( paritrdna) which they exert or do not exert, and 
finally, the extent to which their impartiality ( tulyatva) is extended. 

Karuna is the absence of hatred ( advesa ); mahdkarund is the absence of delusion ( amoha ). 
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Kanina takes the aspect of a single suffering, namely, the suffering of suffering (, duhikhaduhkhata); 
mahakaruna takes the aspect of the threefold suffering, i.e., suffering of suffering, suffering of existence 
(samskaraduhkhata), suffering of change ( parinamaduhkhata). 

Karund has as object the beings of the world of desire ( kamadhatu ); mahakaruna has as object the 
beings of the threefold world ( traidhatuka ). 

Karund is practiced in the anagamya, the dhyanantara and the four dhyanas; mahakaruna is practiced in 
the fourth dhyana alone. 

Karund dwells in the mental series of prthagjanas, sravakas and pratyekabuddhas; mahakaruna arises 
only in the mental series of Buddhas. 

Karund is obtained by detachment from the desire realm ( kamadhatu ); mahakaruna by detachment from 
the threefold world including the sphere of bhavagra. 

Karund, the simple feeling of pity, does not protect beings; mahakaruna is an efficacious compassion 
and protects beings from the terror of samsara. 

Karund is a partial pity that sympathizes only with suffering beings; mahakaruna extends impartially to 
all beings impartially. 

d. Why does the Buddha speak only of great compassion whereas he does not mention great loving¬ 
kindness, great joy, great equanimity? These should also be described as great because all the qualities 
(guna) present in the Buddha are great since they come from the wish to assure the benefit and happiness 
of innumerable beings.. .Besides, there are sutras where great loving-kindness, etc., is spoken of. 


II. GREAT LOVING-KINDNESS AND GREAT COMPASSION ACCORDING 
TO THE MAHAYANA 


Taken separately or together, the mahdmaitrT and mahakaruna of the Buddha literally invade the 
Mahayana sutras where they appear on almost every page. It will suffice here to refer to the citations 
collected by Santideva in his Siksasamuccaya, p. 286-290. 

In their way of dealing with the subject, the sastras of the Greater Vehicle are evidently inspired by the 
Sarvastivadin masters mentioned above: see, e.g., the Abhidharmasamuccayavyakhya, T 1606, k. 14, -p. 
761cl-4, the Bodh. bhumi, p. 247-248, and above all, the Upanibandhana on the Samgraha, p. 301-302 
as note. The Two Vehicles agree on an essential point: the lesser karund practiced in the course of the 
apramdnas is of no use to beings, whereas the mahakaruna of the Buddhas and bodhisattvas is an 
efficacious skillfull means. 

There are, however, important points on the subject of which the Hinayana and Mahayana scholars 
disagree: 
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1) The Mahayanists did not know or, in any case, did not retain the 82 miseries of human society given 
by the Patisambhida (I, p. 126-131) as bringing forth the great compassion of the Buddhas. In their place, 
they have a list of 32 Tathdgatasya mahdkarundh drawn up by the Brahmavisesacintipariprccha (T 585, 
k. 1, p. 9b23-10al6; T 586, k. 2, p. 41c6-42a25; T 587, k. 2, p. 72b26-73b9) and reproduced in the 
Mahavyut., no. 154-186. 

2) In contrast to the Sarvastivadins, they do not accept that the great compassion of the Buddhas is a 
conventional ( samvrtijndna ) and impure ( sdsrava ) knowledge on the pretext that it deals with non¬ 
existent beings. For the Mahayanists, all the attributes of the Buddha are pure ( andsrava ). 

The Sutralamkara, p. 127 says: Mdtdpitrprabhrtindm hi trsndmayah snehahsdvadhydh, 
laukikakarundvihdrindm niravato ‘pi laukikah, bodhisattvdndm tu karundmaydh sneho niravadyas ca 
laukikatikrdntas ca. - “ In the mother, the father, etc., affection, made of desire, is blameworthy; in those 
who dwell in worldly compassion, affection is beyond reproach, but nevertheless worldly. But among 
bodhisattvas, affection, made of (pure) compassion is both beyond reproach and supraworldly. 

The Bodh. bhumi, p. 247-248, says in turn: Suvisuddha ca bhavati tadyathd nisthdgatdndm 
bodhisattvdndm bodhisattvabhumivisuddhya tathdgatdndm ca tathdgatabhumivisuddhyd. - “Great 
compassion is also very pure as is the case among the bodhisattvas who have attained the summit and in 
the Tathagatas, by virtue of their respective levels.” 

If the Sarvastivadins take the great compassion and omniscience of the Buddhas to be conventional 
knowledges, worldly and impure, it is because they are concerned, more or less, with non-existent beings 
and things. But in the eyes of the Mahayanists, the argument does not hold. Indeed, according to the 
Aksayamatisiitra (see above, p. 1245F, 1272F), apart from the mahdkarund having beings and things as 
object, there is a mahdkarund without object ( andlambana ). It is that of the Buddhas and also of the 
great bodhisattvas who, beginning at the eighth bhumi, are no longer disturbed by objects and notions: 
this eighth level, Acala, is rightly called anabhisamskdrdndbhogavihdra or anabhoganirmittavihara (cf. 
Sutralamkara, p. 178; Bodh. bhumi, p. 367; Samgraha, p. 202). In simple words, the great compassion of 
the Buddhas and bodhisattvas acts spontaneously outside of any consideration relating to beings and 
things. This is why it is so effective. 

3) Finally, the Mahayanists, instead of locating mahdmaitrf and mahdkarund in the fourth dhyana as the 
Sarvastivadins do, place it in the great samadhis of the Buddhas, the Samadhirajasamadhi and 
Simhaviknditasamadhi. 

These are the ideas which the Traite is going to develop in the following pages. 
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Sutra. - [The bodhisattva-mahOattva who wishes to cognize perfectly] great loving-kindness and great 
compassion must practice the Perfection of wisdom ( bodhisattvena mahdsttvena mahdmaitnm 
mahakarunamparijnatukamenaprajnapdramitdydm siksitavyam ).878 


Sastra. - 


1. Great loving-kindness and great compassion 


Great loving-kindness ( mahdmaitri ) and great compassion ( mahdkarund) have already been explained 
above (p. 1242F seq.) in the chapter entitled ‘The Four Immeasurables’ ( caturapramanacitta ). Flere we 
will repeat it briefly ( samksepena ). 

Great loving-kindness assures the happiness ( sukha ) of all beings; great compassion uproots the suffering 
(duhkha) of all beings. Great loving-kindness gives beings the causes and conditions for happiness; great 
compassion gives beings the causes and conditions that eliminate suffering. 

Suppose there is a man whose sons are in prison ( kdrd) about to undergo great torture. 879 jf their father, 
with loving-kindness and compassion, uses some skillful means ( updya ) to prevent their suffering, that is 
great compassion; if, having freed them from suffering, he then gives his sons the five objects of 
enjoyment (pahcakdmaguna ), that is great loving-kindness. There are many differences of this kind. 

2. Degrees of loving-kindness and compassion^ 0 


Question. - Great loving kindness and great compassion being so, what is lesser loving-kindness and 
lesser compassion? 

Answer. - The loving-kindness and compassion that are part of the four immeasurables ( apramdnacitta ) 
are lesser; but here the loving-kindness and compassion that are concerned in the eighteen special 
attributes (dvenikadharma) are great. 

Furthermore, the loving-kindness and compassion found in the Buddha’s mind are called great: those 
found in the minds of other people are called lesser. 


878 jhis version departs from the revised Pancavimsati (ed. Dutt, p. 21,1. 4-5) where it is said that 
mahdmaitri, mahdkarund, mahamudita and mahopeksd should be cultivated by the bodhisattva. 

879 Adopting the variant p 7 in place of tsouei. 

880 In this section, the Traite partially adopts the Sarvastivadin views on lesser and great compassion: 
see above, p. 1717F. 
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Question. - If that is so, why is it said that the bodhisattva practices great loving-kindness and great 
compassion? 

Answer. - The great loving-kindness of the bodhisattva is lesser compared with that of the Buddha, but 
compared with that of adepts of the two Vehicles [sravaka and pratyekabuddha], it is great. The 
magnitude is a question of words ( prajnapti ). 88 1 The great loving-kindness and great compassion of the 
Buddha are truly very great. 

Furthermore, lesser loving-kindness gives happiness to beings only in theory; actually, it has no happy 
effect. Lesser compassion considers the various physical and mental sufferings of beings and has pity on 
them, but is incapable of freeing them from suffering. On the other hand, the great loving-kindness not 
[256c] only wishes that beings find happiness, but also assures them of happy things; and great 
compassion not only has pity for the suffering of beings but also frees them from sufferings. 882 

Furthermore, in worldly people ( prthagjana ), sravakas, pratyekabuddhas and bodhisattvas, the loving¬ 
kindness and compassion are described as lesser, whereas in the Buddhas they attain the epithet of great. 

Furthermore, great loving-kindness arises in the mind of great men ( mahdpurusa ), appears suddenly 
within the great dharmas which are the ten powers {bald), the four fearlessnesses ( vaisdradya ) the four 
unobstructed knowledges ( pratisamvid ) and the eighteen special attributes (avenikadharma ): it is able to 
destroy the great sufferings of the three bad destinies ( durgati ) 882 anc [ can bring the three kinds of great 
happiness: i) happiness of the gods ( divyasukha ), ii) human happiness ( manusyasukha ), Hi) the happiness 
of nirvana ( nirvanasukha j. 88 ^ 

In addition, this great loving-kindness is extended to all the beings of the ten directions and three times, 
including insects (pranin ). 88 ^ Loving-kindness penetrates the marrow of the bones (, asthimajjan) and the 
mind never renounces it. 

Suppose that the beings of the trisdhasramahasdhasralokadhdtu had fallen into the three bad destinies 
{durgati) and in their place a single man underwent the sufferings of each of them; suppose that after 
having repaid these sufferings, this man took the happiness of the five objects of enjoyment 
( pancakdmagunasukha ), the happiness of the trances and absorptions {dhydnasamapattisukha), the 
supreme happiness of this world {laukikdgrasukha) and distributed them liberally to beings to make up 
for it. Well then! This man would not reach the ten-millionth past of the loving-kindness and compassion 


881 Since coarseness and subtlety, big and small, are relative notions (parasparapeksika), as has been 
said above (p. 729F, 1687F). 

882 See above, p. 1707F, 1709F. 

882 The tisso dukkhatd, namely, dukkhadukkhata, samkhdradukkhgata and viparindmadukkhata: cf 
Dlgha, III, p. 216; Samyutta, IV, p. 259; V, p. 56. 

88 4 cf Commentary of the Dhammapada, III, p. 51 which also distinguishes manussasukham, 
dibbasukham and paramatthabhutam nibbanasukham. 

88 ^ In contrast to the lesser loving-kindness which bears upon only beings of Kamadhatu 
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of the Buddha. Why? Because the happiness of the world is deceptive, false and does not free from 
samsara. 

3. Epithet ‘great’ reserved for loving-kindness and compassion 


Question. - All that resides in the mind of the Buddha is great; why do you say that only his loving¬ 
kindness and compassion are great? 

Answer. - All the qualities (gana) belonging to the Buddha are necessarily great. 

Question. - If that is so, why do you say only that his loving-kindness and compassion are great? 

Answer. - The loving-kindness and compassion are the root ( mula ) of the enlightenment ( sambodhi ) of 
the Buddhas. Why is that? 

The bodhisattva sees beings tormented by all the sufferings (, duhkha ): suffering of birth ( jati ), old age 
{jam), sickness (v yadhi) and death ( marana ), bodily suffering ( kayika ), and mental suffering ( caitasika ), 
suffering in this life and in the next life ( ihaparatraduhkha ). Feeling great loving-kindness and great 
compassion, he comes to save beings from these sufferings, and subsequently he forms the resolution 
(cittam utpddayati ) of seeking anuttara samyaksambodhi. By the power of his great loving-kindness and 
great compassion, in the course of samsara in innumerable incalculable lifetimes, his courage never sinks 
(i cittam asya ndvalfyate). By the power of his great loving-kindness and his great compassion and 
although he could have attained nirvana long ago, he does not give the evidence of it ( na 
sdksdtkaroti ).886 This j s w hy, among all the attributes of the Buddha, loving-kindness and compassion 
are great. If he did not have this great loving-kindness and this great compassion, he would enter nirvana 
too soon. 

Next, when he attains enlightenment, he realizes innumerable very profound concentrations ( samddhi ): 
trances ( dhydna ), absorptions ( samdpatti ) and liberations ( vimoksa ). Experiencing this pure happiness 
( visuddhasukha ), he abandons it and does not keep it. He goes into the villages (grama) and the towns 
( nagara ) and preaches the Dharma with all kinds of avaddnas and nidanas. He changes his form and 
guides beings by an infinity of vocal sounds ( ghosa ); he endures curses, injuries, criticisms and slander 
on the part of beings and goes so far as to become a female musician: all that thanks to his great loving¬ 
kindness and great compassion. 

Furthermore, the epithet ‘great’ attached to great loving-kindness and great compassion does not come 
from the Buddha: it is beings who describe them thus. In the same way, the lion ( simha ) that is very 
strong never boasts of the greatness of its strength, but all the beasts remember it. [257a] 


8^6 This is what the Vijnanavadin later will call apratisthita nirvana: cf. Sutralamkara, p. 41, 47, 147, 
171; Madhyantavibhaga, p. 4, 108, 200. 
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Beings have heard speak of the many marvelous attributes of the Buddha and they know that the 
Buddha, in order to save beings, can accomplish austerities ( duskaracaryd) for innumerable incalculable 
periods ( asamkhyeyakalpa ). Hearing and seeing such exploits, they have given the names of great 
loving-kindness and great compassion to these attributes. 

A man who had two friends was thrown into prison (kdrd) for some misdeed. One of his friends provided 
the necessities and the other died in his place. Everybody declared that the friend who died in his place 
was full of loving-kindness and compassion. It is the same for the Buddha who, from lifetime to lifetime 
has sacrificed his head ( siras ), eyes ( nayana ) marrow ( majja ) and skull ( mastaka ) for beings.Beings 
hearing and seeing these things in one accord have called him the great loving-kindness one and the great 
compassionate one. 

[Sibijdtakaft^. As king Che-p’i (Sibi), he wanted to save a pigeon ( kapota ) by replacing his own 
flesh as [an equivalent] and as the piece of his flesh did not reach the weight of the pigeon, he climbed 
onto the balance (tula) and ransomed the pigeon at the cost of his body. Then the earth shook in six ways 
(prthivT sadvikdram akampata ), the water of the sea rose in waves and the devas offered the king 
perfumed flowers. Beings cried out: “He is truly a great loving-kindness one and great compassionate 
one to be so concerned for a little bird at this point.” 

The Buddha receives the epithet of great loving-kindness and great compassion from beings. There are 
many jatakas of the same type that could be told fully here. 

4. Epithet ‘great’ refused for the wisdom of the Buddhas 


Question. - There are yet other qualities (gima) in the Buddha, such as concentration ( samadhi ), etc., and 
people do not know them, do not describe them as great. But the Buddha’s wisdom (prajnd), his 
preaching of the Dharma ( dhannanirdesa ), etc., make beings find the Path; why are they not called 
great? 

Answer. - Nobody fully knows the power of the Buddha’s wisdom but, in his great loving-kindness and 
great compassion, the Buddha, from lifetime to lifetime, sacrifices his life and abandons the bliss of the 
concentrations in order to save beings and this everyone knows. The Buddha’s wisdom is cognizable by 
induction (anumaya), it cannot be cognized directly. But his loving-kindness and compassion are visible 
to the eye and audible to the ear; they are cognizable, for the Buddha has uttered his lion’s roar 
(simhandda) several times. 

Furthermore, the Buddha’s wisdom is subtle ( suksma ) and wonderful and if the bodhisattvas and 
Sariputra do not know it, what can be said of other people? Loving-kindness and compassion are visible 


For this detail, see above, p. 143-144F and n. 
8^8 Jataka told in full above, p. 255-260F. 
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and audible and people can believe them and accept them. The wisdom of the Buddha is so subtle that it 
cannot be probed ( durvigahya ). 

Furthermore, great loving-kindness and great compassion are loved by everyone: they are like a delicious 
medicine ( osadhi ) that people like to swallow. Wisdom is like an unpleasant medicine that many do not 
like at all. But because they like loving-kindness and compassion so much, they have described them as 
great. 

Furthermore, there are hardly any beings already enlightened ( abhisambuddha ) who are able to believe 
and accept the Buddha’s wisdom. In contrast, great loving-kindness and great compassion are of such a 
different kind that everybody can believe them and accept them. As they have seen a picture of them or 
heard the voice, they can believe and accept them and, since they have derived much benefit (hita) from 
them, they call them great loving-kindness and great compassion. 

Furthermore, great wisdom has as its nature the relinquishment (paritydga ), the rejection ( parivarjana ) 
of dharmas; great loving-kindness and great compassion have as their nature pity for (anukampa) and 
service ( upakdra ) to beings. [257b] This pity and service are loved by all beings; that is why they call 
them great loving-kindness and great compassion of the Buddha. 

In the Tch’e-sin king (Visesacintisutra or Brahmavisesacintipariprccha) it is said that great loving¬ 
kindness and great compassion have thirty-two ways of acting on beings.889 On the extent ( samgraha ), 
nature ( laksana) and object (dlambana) of this great loving-kindness and great compassion, see above (p. 
1269F) what has been said in regard to the four immeasurables. 

5. Loving-kindness and compassion are pure among the Buddhas 


Moreover, the great loving-kindness, great compassion and the other qualities ( gnna ) of the Buddha 
should not be multiplied. The system of Katyayana tries to distinguish the natures (laksana), and great 
scholars, basing themselves on Katyana’s system, comment on these distinctionsall of that should 
not be accepted. Why? 

Katyayana says that great loving-kindness ( mahdmaitri ), great compassion ( mahdkarund), omniscience 
(sarvajnatd) are impure dharmas ( sdsravadharma ), bonds (grantha), worldly dharmas (laukikadharma). 
But that is not correct. Why? 

Great loving-kindness and great compassion are the root (mula) of all the Buddha’s attributes; how can it 
be said that they are impure dharmas (sdsravadharma), bonds (grantha), worldly dharmas 
( laukikadharma )? 


8^9 See references above, p. 1269F, n. 1. 

890 See the preliminary note to the present chapter. 
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Question. - Although great loving-kindness and great compassion are the root of the Buddha’s attributes, 
they are impure. Although the lotus (padma ) grows in the mud (pahka ), we cannot, however, describe 
the mud as marvelous. It is the same for great loving-kindness and great compassion; even though they 
are the root of the attributes of the Buddha, they cannot be pure ( andsrava ). 

Answer. - As long as the bodhisattva has not become Buddha, his great loving-kindness and great 
compassion can be called impure ( sdsrava ) and still show faults ( dosa ), but as as soon as he has attained, 
as Buddha, the knowledge of unhindered deliverance (, apratihatavimuktijnana ), all his attributes are pure 
(,suddha ); all the disturbing emotions ( klesa ) and their traces (vdsand) have disappeared. The sravakas 
and pratyekabuddhas do not possess the knowledge of unobstructed deliverance and do not eliminate the 
traces of the disturbing emotions ( klesavdsand). Often even their doubts ( samsaya ) on this subject have 
not been destroyed and this is why their mind is impure. The Buddhas themselves have none of that. So 
why then do you say that their great loving-kindness and great compassion are impure? 

Question. - I do not wish to be lacking in respect but, since the minds of loving-kindness and 
compassion in the Buddha concern beings, they are necessarily impure (sasrava).™! 

Answer. - The power (prabhdva ) of the Buddhas is inconceivable ( acintya ). The sravakas and 
pratyekabuddhas feel loving-kindness and compassion without being able to eliminate the notion of 
being ( sattvasamjna ), whereas the Buddhas feel loving-kindness and compassion beyond any notion of 
being. Why is that? 

In the arhats and pratyekabuddhas, the nature of ‘beings of the ten directions’ ( dasadiksattvanimitta) 
does not exist ( nopalabhyate ) and yet, when they feel loving-kindness and compassion, they grasp the 
nature of being ( sattvanimittam udgrhnanti). The Buddhas would have to look hard for a single being in 
the ten directions and they would not find him, and when they feel loving-kindness and compassion they 
do not grasp the nature of being (sattvanimittam nodgrhnanti). 

This is what is said in the Wou-tsin-yi king (Aksayamatisutra): “There are three kinds of loving-kindness 
and compassion: i) those that have beings as object ( sattvdlambana ); ii ) those that have things as object 
( dharmdlambana ); Hi) those that that have no object ( andlambana ).”892 

Finally, Buddha is the only one among all beings to cultivate the non-deceptive Dharma exclusively 
(i asathyadharma ). If the Buddha practiced loving-kindness and compassion among beings by way of 
grasping the nature of being, we could not say that he practices the non-deceptive Dharma. Why? 
Because beings are absolutely non-existent (atydntanupalabdha). 

It does not say that sravakas and pratyekabuddhas cultivate exclusively [257c] the non-deceptive Dharma 
and this is also so in regard to beings ( sattva ) and things (dharma), insofar as they sometimes grasp 
characteristics (nimittdny udgrhnanti) and sometimes they do not grasp them. 


891 Impure in that they still involve belief in the individual (satkayadrsti). 

892 A passage already referred to above, p. 1245F, 1272F. 
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It is impossible to make the objection to us that the Buddha does not cultivate the non-deceptive Dharma. 
His omniscience ( sarvajndna ) destroys all the impurities; it can come from impure dharmas ( sdsrava ) 
and itself play the part of a pure cause ( andsrava ). How could such an attribute be impure ( sdsrava )? 

Question. - The pure knowledges ( anasravajnana ) each have their object (alambana ); there is not one 
that can completely bear upon all dharmas. Only conventional knowledge ( samvrtijndna ) bears upon all 
dharmas.893 This is why we say that omniscience is impure (sdsrava). 

Answer. - That is what is said in your system, but it is not said in the system of the Buddha. If a man 
carrying his own bushel-measure ( drona ) went to the market and this bushel-measure did not correspond 
to the official bushel-measure, there would be nobody who would use it. It is the same for you. You are 
using a system that does not correspond to the system of the Buddha and so nobody wants to apply it. 

Why would not pure wisdom ( andsravaprajnd) bear upon all dharmas? This impure knowledge [this 
conventional knowledge (samvrtijndna) which, according to you, bears upon all dharmas] is 
conventional ( samketika ), deceptive ( mrsdvddin ) and weak: consequently it cannot bear upon all 
dharmas correctly and exactly. It is you who claim, in your system, that it bears upon all dharmas. 

Furthermore, the system of the sravakas includes ten knowledges ( jnana ), but in the Mahayana there is 
an eleventh called ‘knowledge conforming to reality (yathdbhutajndna)’.^4 The ten [traditional] 
knowledges end up in this knowledge conforming to reality in order that they form only a single 
knowledge, i.e., pure knowledge ( anasravajnana ). In the same way, the rivers (nadi) of the ten directions 
empty into the great sea ( mahdsamudra ) where they all take on one and the same taste, that of salt.895 

Great loving-kindness and great compassion are included ( samgrhfta ) in the Samadhirajasamadhi and the 
Simhaviknditasamadhi of the Buddhas. 

This briefly ( samksepena ) explains the meaning of great loving-kindness and great compassion. 


893 For the Sarvastivadiins, samvrtijnana is impure and bears upon all dharmas. See above, p. 1474- 
1475F 

894 Adopting the variant jou che tche. This eleventh knowledge added by the Mahayanists to the 
traditional ten knowledges has been defined above, p. 1483,F, 1486F. 

895 Mahdsamuddo ekaraso lonaraso: cf. Anguttara, IV, p. 199, 203. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Volume I of the Traite described the conditions of time, place and individuals under which the Perfection 
of Wisdom was revealed. Volume II stated the spirit in which the bodhisattva should practice the virtues of 
his state. Volume III described the new concepts, in contrast to the old Abhidharma, in regard to that which 
concerns the practices auxiliary to enlightenment ( bodhipaksikadharma ) and the attributes of the Buddhas. 
Here in volume IV, the Great Sutra of the Perfection of Wisdom and the Traite which comments on it, 
tackle a new section which could be entitled ‘the Ideal of the Bodhisattva’. It is concerned with the desires 
or aspirations of the bodhisattva which can be realized only by the practice ( siksd ) of Prajnaparamita. Here 
we will touch upon the very heart of the Middle Way ( madhyamaka) as it was conceived by the first 
Mahayanasutras. 

At the time of his ordination, the Bodhisattva ‘produced the mind of Bodhi’ (bodhicittam utpddayati) by 
forming the intention of some day arriving at supreme perfect enlightenment ( anuttard samyaksambodhi) to 
save the infinite world of beings, to free them from the suffering of samsara and establish them in the 
supreme knowledge of omniscience (, anuttara sarvajnana). Thus his objective is twofold: to acquire 
supreme wisdom himself and, at the same time, to assure the welfare and happiness of all beings. 

In order to attain this end, the bodhisattva must travel a long career which, after a stage of preparation, 
extends over ten successive stages designated by the name ‘levels’ ( bhiimi ). It is only in the tenth level, that 
of Cloud of Dharma ( dharmamegha ), that he will accede to anuttard samyaksambodhi , to the omniscience 
(, sarvajnata^) belonging to the Buddhas involving the knowledge of things in all their aspects 
(sarvakdrajnata) and leading to the destruction of the disturbing emotions {kiesa) and their residues or 
‘traces’ (vdsand). 

Having reached Buddhahood, the bodhisattva would be led straightaway to entering complete nirvana 
(parinirvana ), without any residual conditioning, where he would be able to do nothing more for gods or 
for men. Realizing his own good, he would be sacrificing the second part <vi> of his ideal, that of working 
for the good and happiness of an infinite number of beings. This is why, relegating his access to anuttard 
samyaksambodhi , he urgently seeks to acquire wisdom similar to but slightly inferior to that of the 
Buddhas, which allows him to remain for a long time in samsara in order to dedicate himself to salvific 
activity by many and varied skillful means. Whereas the wisdom of the Buddhas is perfect omniscience 
{sarvajnata) bearing upon all the aspects of things {sarvakdrajnata) and eliminating the disturbing 
emotions {klesa) as well as their traces {yds ansi), the wisdom sought by the beginning bodhisattva is 
improperly called omniscience: it is concerned with the general characteristics of things without discerning 
all the particular aspects; it cuts the base of the passions and assures deliverance {vimukti), but leaves the 
traces of the passions intact, and it is as a result of the latter that the bodhisattva, abandoning his fleshly 
body ( mdmsakdya ), takes on a body arisen from the fundamental element {dharmadhdtujakdya) and 
appears in the most varied forms in innumerable universes of the ten directions in order to ’ripen’ beings 
{sattvaparipdcana). 
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Of all the wishes that the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra attributes to the bodhisattva, that of beneficial wisdom 
is incontestably the main one. Exactly what does it consist of and at what stage of his career does the 
bodhisattva take possession of it? 

It is, in its most complete form, the anutpattikadharmaksdnti, a cryptic expression the exact meaning of 
which has long escaped western exegesis. This ksdnti is the conviction, the certitude, that dharmas do not 
arise, that things deprived of birth and, as a result, of destruction, are not subject to becoming. By means of 
this ksdnti, the bodhisattva penetrates the single nature of dharmas, namely, absence of natures ( alaksana ), 
the true nature of dharmas ( dharmatd, bhutalaksana ) “unborn and unceasing, neither defiled nor purified, 
neither existent nor non-existent, neither accepted nor rejected, always pacified, completely pure, like 
space, undefinable, inexpressible; it is the disappearance of all paths of speech, it goes beyond the domain 
of all minds and mental events; it is like nirvana: this is the Dharma of the Buddhas” ( Traite , p. 150 IF). 

The practitioner definitively acquires this ksdnti in the eighth level, the Unmoveable Stage ( acald ). That is 
where he takes up the assured position of bodhisattva ( bodhisattvaniydma ). Certain of his future 
buddhahood, for three more levels he will pursue his salvific activity, but spontaneously and effortlessly 
(i andbhogena ), for his mind will no longer be disturbed by objects <vii> or concepts. Quite rightly, the sutra 
considers entry into niyama (niydmdvakrdnti) as the great conquest of the bodhisattva: this position where 
wisdom (prajnd) and skillful means ( updyakausalya) are perfectly balanced is the beginning of supreme 
perfect enlightenment ( anuttard samyaksambodhi) which makes the Buddhas (cf. p. 1787-88F). However, 
the zeal of the bodhisattva is insatiable and, although above all he seeks this state of perfection, he still 
makes other wishes. The seven chapters translated in the present volume include no less than twenty-four 
of these (see Table of Contents). All are not solely of Mahayanist invention. Some are repeated from the 
old canons, such as the wish to become established in the six abhijnas (p. 1809F), to possess a body 
endowed with the marks (p. 1905F), to hold extensive magical powers (p. 1982F), or even to assure the 
continuity of the Buddha universes (p. 1988F). Others, by adapting them, take up the doctrines already 
formulated by the Hinayanist schools during the five centuries following the parinirvana of the Buddha. 

But in this area, the problem of the influences is especially delicate for it cannot be decided whether the 
Mahayana borrowed from the sravakas or vice versa. Whatever it may be, there are numerous points in 
common between the old schools and the teachings of the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra. Some postcanonical 
biographies, some Vinayas, had already established a distinction between the disturbing emotions ( klesa ) 
and the traces ( vdsand) of disturbing emotions which the Buddhas have eliminated but which still persist in 
the saints (p. 1756F). The Mahasamghika canon includes a basket of magical spells ( mantrapitaka ), distant 
beginnings of the dharani of the Mahayana (p. 1862F) and the Dharmaguptakas used the magical syllabary 
of the Arapacana for didactic ends (p. 1868F). The Mahasamghikas, Andhakas, Uttarapathakas and 
VatsTputiTyas accepted the existence of a sixth destiny, that of the asuras (p. 1956F). The Vibhajyavadins 
and the Mahasamghikas believed in the possibility of preaching the Dharma by means of a single sound (p. 
1380F, 1985F). The Prajnaptivadins had drawn up a list of ten emptinesses which will appear, partially at 
least, in the list of eighteen emptinesses presented by the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra (p. 2013F). 
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All considered, the wishes that the bodhisattva attempts to realize by practicing the Prajnaparamita make up 
a not quite coherent mixture of original ideas and borrowed pieces. It is incumbent on <viii> the Traite to 
put some order into this important section of the sutra. 




In my [Lamotte] introduction to volume III of the Traite (p. viiiF-xlivF), I have dedicated a few pages to 
the author of this work. A learned monk, he knew the canonical scriptures thoroughly and specialized in the 
study of the Sarvastivadin Abhidharma (Satpadabhidharma and Mahavibhasa); later, having become aware 
of the Mahayanasutras, in particular the Prajna sutras and the philosophical treatises composed by the first 
Madhyamikas (Nagarjuna, Aryadeva and Rahulabhadra), he became converted to the Mahayana without, 
however, renouncing his monastic role or even leaving his monastery. He then composed a long 
commentary on a great sutra of the Perfection of Wisdom, the Pancavimsatisahasrika. 

He noted that the doctrines of this sutra in no way contradicted the canonical sutras of the Tripitaka and 
were limited to explaining them. This made him very happy because, since his entry into religion, he held 
the sutras as the very expression of the infallible word of the Buddha. This is why, in his commentary, he 
calls upon endlessly it to show the complete orthodoxy of the Mahayana Prajna. 

On the other hand, he had to recognize that the sutra teachings, for the most part, were incompatible with 
the Sarvastivadin Abhidharma and, more particularly, with Katyayanlputra’s Jnanaprasthana. We may 
guess that for him this was a disillusionment for he knew this system thoroughly and appreciated the clarity 
and coherence of its scholasticism. By comparison, the explanatory techniques adopted by the Mahayana 
sutras presented a very sorry appearance: their disorder, their disjointedness, their interminable 
enumerations and their incessant repetitions which end up by tiring the best disposed reader. But the author 
of the Traite had been won over to their doctrines and he found himself faced with the difficult and 
unrewarding task of commenting on a sutra the ideas of which he accepted but the didactic methods of 
which he reproved. Having specialized in the study of the Satpada and the Vibhasa, he decided to teach the 
doctrines of the Prajna according to the explanatory techniques customary in the Abhidharmas. But bound 
to the text on which he was commenting, he was prevented from presenting it as a coherent and structured 
synthesis in the manner of a Madhyamakasastra or an Abhisamayalamkara. Tackling each subject in the 
order in which the sutra presented them, he tried to schematize them in the old way and, each <ix> time the 
subject was approached, he contrasted this pattern with the corresponding Sarvastivadin pattern. 

The present volume abounds in antitheses of this kind: to the four roots of good ‘favorable to penetration’ 
(nirvedhabhagfya kusalamula) practiced by the sravaka in the course of the prayogamarga, there is the 
corresponding four preparatory practices required of the bodhisattva before his accession to the eighth 
bhumi (p. 1795-98F); to the predestination to salvation ( samyaktvaniydma ) of the sravaka, there is the 
predestination to Dharma ( dharmaniyama ) of the bodhisattva; before their respective predestinations, both 
risk murdhabhyah pdta, or ‘falling back from the summits’ (p. 1790-93F); by an act of taking pleasure 
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( anumodana ) in a good action, the bodhisattva gains merit infinitely superior to that of the sravaka who 
performs this good action (p. 1880F); the advised practice of the four foundations of mindfulness 
( smrtyupasthana ) leads favorably to meditation on the first three emptinesses (p.2047-55F). 

We cannot avoid the impression that by writing his Traite , the author, an Abhidharmika who has gone over 
to the Mahayana, had set himself the main goal of converting the Sarvastivadins. 




Flere, as in the preceding volumes, the Traite revives the world of the gods and men who moved around 
Sakyamuni from his first appearance on earth: king Ajatasatru (p. 1767F), the brahmana Akrosaka- 
Bharadvaja (p. 1762), the recluse Asita (p. 1915), the emperor Asoka in his previous lifetime (p. 1934F), 
Bakkula (p. 1984F), Bavari (p. 1906F), the vaisya Bindu (p. 1938F), Brahma Devaraja (p. 2079F), the 
brahmina Cinca (p. 1764F), Ciidapanthaka (p. 1865), Devadtta (p. 1767F), the buddha Dipamkara (p. 1775, 
17777, 1921, 193 IF), Gavampati (p. 1761F), the buddha Kasyapa (p. 1778F), the sramana Kotlvimsa (p. 
1894F), Lo p’in tcheou, perhaps Losaka-tisya (p. 1944F), Madhuvasistha (p. 176IF), Mahakasyapa (p. 

176IF), the demon Mara (p. 1776, 1825, 1937F), Maudgalyayana (p. 1944, 1985F), the buddha 
Nagavamsagra (p. 1907F), Nanda (p. 1760, 1905, 1910F), the Paplyaka bhiksus (p. 1837F), Pilindavatsa (p. 
176 IF), king Prasenajit (p. 1774F), Radha (p. 2108, 2143F), Rahu, king of the asuras (p. 2091F0, Rahula 
(p. 1767F), Sakra Devendra (p. 2090F), Sariputra (p. 1746, 1760, 1849, 1944F), the parivrajaka Srenika (p. 
2141-42F), king Suddhodana (p. 1826, 1915F), the bhiksu Sumana or Kamasumana (p. 1894-95F), Sumati 
alias Sumedha or Megha (p. 1775, n. 1; 193 IF), Sundari (p. 1764F), Sunetra (p. 2092F), the bhiksu Uttara 
(p. 1778F), the brahmana from Veranja (p. 1767F), the buddha Vipsyin (p. 1894, 1895F). <x> 

Among the rare bodhisattva appearing in the present volume, we may mention Samantapuspa (p. 1849- 
52F), Vimalaklrti (p. 1852F), Manjusii (p. 1907F), Sadaprarudita (p. 1977F) and, mentioned together, 
ManjusrT, Vimalaklrti, Avalokitesvara, Mahasthamaprapta and Samantabhadra (p. 1982F). 




Volume IV makes use of the same sources as the preceding volumes: the canonical Sutrapitaka, the 
Mahayanasutras and especially the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra (Pancavimsatisahasrika), the Abhidharmas of 
the various schools and the sastras of the first Madhyamika masters. 

1. The canonical sutras known by the author solely in their Sanskrit version, that of the Agamacatustaya 
and the Ksudrakapitaka, contain the teachings of the last Buddha Sakyamuni and, in this capacity, enjoy 
incontestable authority recognized by all Buddhists, whatever their Vehicle. It is to them that the author 
resorts preferentially in order to support his arguments. His work literally swarms with canonical logia and 
frequently cites whole sutras, with greater or lesser accuracy. 
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Canonical sutras cited by their titles. - Arthavargvyani siitrdni (p. 1749,2143-44F), Dasabala (p. 2116F), 
Dharmapada (p. 1943F), Jdtaka (. 1853F), Kdtydyanci (p. 2109F), Kolopama (p. 2094, 2143F), 
Mahasunyata (p. 2094, 2143F), Pdrdyana (p. 2143F), Preta (p. 1950F), Rddha (p. 2143F), Saptasuiyodaya 
cited Saptasuryopama (p. 2091-92F). 

Canonical sutras mentioned without title. - Acchariyd adbhutadhamma (p. 1992F), Akkosa (p. 1762F, n. 

1). Akdvaka (p. 1765F, n. 1), Anamatagga nakha (p. 2142F, n. 1), Assu (p. 1837F, n. 3, no. 1; 2099F, n. 1), 
Dighanakha (p. 2142F, n. 1), Kevaddha (p. 2079F, n. 2), Khfra (p. 1837F, n. 3), no. 2; 2099F, n, 2), 
Latukikopama (p. 1899, n. 2, Mula (p. 2074F, n. 3), Paramdrthasunyatd (p. 183 IF, n. 2; 2135F, n. 2), 
Pasdda (p. 1753F, n. 1; 2075F, n. 2), Pathavi, called Mrdgulika in Sanskrit (p. 2100F, n. 1), Phena (p. 
2053-54F, n. 3; 2062F, n. 1), Punnamci (p. 2107F, n. 3), Sabba, called Flastatadopama in Sanskrit (p. 

1748F, n. 2), Samgiti (p. 1946F, n. 1), Samrddhi called Sufia in Pali (p. 2112F, n. 1 ), Satta (p. 2108F, n. 1; 
2143F, n. 2), SFha (p. 1960F, n. 1), Srenikaparivrdjaka called Kutuhasala in Pali (p. 2141F, n. 1), Susvna 
(p. 1839, n. 3), Timsamattd called Lohita in Sanskrit (p. 1835F, n. 4; 20998F, n. 2), Tinakattha (p. 2099F, 
n. 4); Verahja (p. 1767F). 

2. A convinced and professed Mahayanist, the author of the Traite could not help but recognize the 
authenticity of the Mahayanasutras. There is frequent reference to them in his commentary. Nevertheless, 
even to his eyes, they do not enjoy the same credibility as the sutras of the Tripitaka. The latter came from 
the very mouth (kanthokta) of the Buddha during the forty-five years of his public ministry and were heard 
and collected by his immediate disciples: they were facts historically witnessed. The sutras of the 
Mahayana, however, come from a meeting in samadhi between one or several clairvoyants and the 
Buddhas of the three times and ten directions; having come out of samadhi, the clairvoyant records, most 
often in writing, the conversations he held with the Buddhas, but he knows perfectly well that the Buddhas 
come from nowhere and that he himself has gone nowhere, that the visions and things heard bestowed on 
him took place in his mind and that this mind itself does not exist, With a candor for which we will be 
grateful, the author will insist later (p. 1927-1930F) on the purely subjective nature of the appearance of 
Buddhas. Canonical sutras and Mahayanasutras also differ in that the former, more or less, have only a 
didactic value whereas the latter present themselves from the very beginning as great magical spells 
(mahavidya) assuring their readers spiritual and material benefits (cf. 1862-1863F). 

In the present volume, the author cites long extracts from the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra, in this case the 
Pancavimsatisahasrika in order to expand his commentary and, in general, mentions the title of the chapter 
(parivarta = p ’in) from which the extract is taken: cf. p. 1759F, n. 1; 1793F, n.2; 1800F, n. 3; 1807F, n. 1 
and 2; 1817F, n. 1 and 2; 1818F; 1831F, n. 1; 1832F, n. 2; 1880F, n. 2; 1892F, n. 2; 1904F, n. 1; 1910F; 
1975F, n. 1; 2046F, n. 3; 2060F, n. 1; 2102F, n. 1; 2146F, n. 2. 

Other Mahayanasutras cited by their titles. - Bhadrakalpika (p. 1892F), Dasabhumika, the Chinese title of 
which is borrowed from Dharmaraksa’s translation (p. 1897F), 

Pratyutpannabuddhasammukhdvasthitasamddhi cited as Pratyutpannasamadhi (p. 1927F1; see also p. 
1789F, n. 1), Ratnakuta (p. 1843F), Saddharmapundarika (p. 1957F), Suramgamasamddhi cited as 
Suramgamasutra (p. 1907F), Tathdgatdcintyaguhyanirdesa cited as Guhyakasutra (p. 1985F), 
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Vimalakirtinirdesa cited as Vimalakrrtisutra (p. 1852F, 1942F, 1984F), Visesacintibralvnapariprccha cited 
as Jalamprabhasutra (p. 1848F), Visesasiitra (p. 1921F). 

3. As we have seen in the Introduction to volume III of the Traite <xii> (p. xix-xxii), the author had 
specialized in the study of the Sarvastivadin scholasticism but, nevertheless, did not approve of it. 

However, although he energetically debated against the doctrines of Katyayanlputra and his disciples on 
many points (cf. p. 283F seq., 614F, 1383F, 1697F, 1905F), he did not entirely reject the Sarvastivadin 
Abhidharma. In the present volume, he calls five times on the authority of an “Abhidharma” not otherwise 
specified and of which he quotes long extracts. In the five cases, it is a question of the 
Abhidharmaprakaranapada (cf. p. 1750F, n. 2: 1752F, n. 1; 1870F, n. 3; 2083F, n. 1). This work consists of 
eight chapters, the first four of which were the work of the bodhisattva Vasumitra and the last four that of 
the Kasmir arhats (p. 111-112F). ForE. Frauwallner (Abhidharma-Studien, WZKSO, VIII, 1964, p. 92-99), 
it would be the most recent and the best constructed pada of the Satpadabhidharma of the Sarvastivadins, 
but earlier than the Jnanaprasthana of Katyayanlputra. Be that as it may, the Prakaranapada always enjoyed 
a special esteem. It is the most frequently cited Abhidharma in the Samgltiparyaya (cf. Taisho Index, no. 

15, p. 213c), the Mahavibhasa (Taisho Index, no. 14, p. 313c), the Kosa and the Nyayanusara (Taisho 
Index, no. 16, p. 174b; Kosa Index, p. 242 under Prakarana). 

4. In the chapter dedicated to the eighteen emptinesses, the author is inspired mainly by Nagarjuna’s 
Madhyamakasastra. He even introduces into his prose two Miilamadhyamakakarikas without informing the 
reader of his borrowing (p. 2095F, n. 1). In several places, his argumentation closely follows that of 
Nagarjuna (cf. p. 2057F, n. 1; 2058F, n. 1; 2062F, n. 1; 2063F note; 2075 note; 2076F n. 1; 2084F, n. 2; 
2107F, n. 2; 2119F, n. 1). 




It would be rather naive to accept that all the texts attributed by the Indian, Chinese and Tibetan traditions 
to Nagarjuna come from one and the same hand, the well-known author of the Madhyamakasastra. This 
would be to forget that, in the matter of literary attribution, India is open only to the wealthy and that the 
worry of the old writers was not to keep their rights of authorship but to dissimulate modestly behind great 
names. In volume III (p. xxxix-xL F , 1370-1375F, note), I [Lamotte] expressed the opinion that the author 
of the Traite is not the Nagarjuna of the Madhyamakasastra and that he was <xiii> significantly later than 
the first Madhyamika scholars, Nagarjuna, Aryadeva and Rahulabhadra. Without wishing to repeat myself 
[Lamotte], I would only comment that the Traite which calls upon a good thirty voluminous 
Mahayanasutras (cf. volume III, p. xxxivF-xxxviiF) cannot be placed at the very origins of the Buddhist 
Madhyamaka, that the Traite itself cites a mass of Nagarjuniam karikas and reproduces in full (p. 1060- 
1065F) the Prajndpmaramitdstotra by Rahulabhadra and therefore is later than them. 

There remains Aryadeva. On p. 1370F, without mentioning a particular work, the Traite presents a chapter 
entitled P ’o-wo-p ’in ‘Chapter on the Refutation of the Self. To what work should it be attributed? To a 
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Prajndpdrdmitasutra'l But no chapter in the Tables Comparatives des versions des Prajndpdramitd 
prepared by Professor Hikata in his edition of the Suvikrantavikramipariprccha bears this name. Could it be 
a chapter of the Muladmadhyamakakdrikd of Nagarjuna? De Jong (Asia Major, XVII, 1972, p. 109): “It is 
certainly possible that P’o-wo-p ’in refers to the eighteenth chapter of the Mulamadhyamakakarika.” Alas, 
this eighteenth chapter bears the title Atmaparlksa ‘Examination of the Self. I [Lamotte] accept and still 
believe that the P ’o-wo-p ’in in question designates the chapter of the Catuhsataka by Aryadeva entitled 
P’o-wo-p’in in the two Chinese versions (T 1570, k. 1, p. 182cl8; T 1571, k. 2, p. 194a27), Bdag dgag par 
bsgom pa bstan pa in the Tibetan version (Tib. Trip., vol. 95, no. 5246, p. 137-1-5). According to the 
Chinese versions, the Sanskrit title would have been Atmaparisedhaprakaranam ‘Chapter on the Refutation 
of the Self. 

A new piece of information may now be added to the fde. From a letter dated May 14, 1976, two young 
Danish scholars, C. Lindtner and P. Sorensen inform me [Lamotte] that they have discovered two stanzas 
of the Aryadeva’s Catuhsataka in my [Lamotte] French translation of the Traite, p. 69F and 1686F. 

1. On page 69F (cf. T 1509, k. 1, p. 64b 11-18), the writer expresses himself as follows: 

In the Tchong-louen (Madhyamakasastra) some stanzas say: 

If there were something non-empty 

There would have to be something empty. 

But if the non-empty does not exist, 

How would the empty exist? 


The fools who see non-emptiness 
Then also see emptiness. 

Not having positive views ( drsti ) or negative views ( adrsti ), 
That is truly nirvana. 


Non-duality, the door to bliss, 

The destruction of wrong views, 

The realm traveled by all the Buddhas 
That is what is called Non-self. 

Only the first two stanzas are taken from the Madhyamakasastra. The first is Madhyamakakarika XIII, 7 
(Madh. vrtti, p. 245): 

Yady asunyam bhavet kimcit 

sydc sunyam iti kimcana/ 
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na kimcid asty asunyam ca 
kutah sunyam bhavisyati// 

The second may be compared to the Madhyamakakarika V, 8 (Madh, vrtti, p. 135): 

Astitvam ye tu pasyanti 
nastitvam cdlpabuddhayah/ 
bhavanam te na pasyanti 
drastavyopasamam sivam// 

“People of little intelligence who see the existence or also the non-existence of essences do not see the 
blessed peacefulness of the visible [peacefulness consisting of the cessation of knowledge and of the object 
to be known]”. 

The third stanza cited does not come from the Madhyamakasastra but from Aryadeva’s Catuhsataka, chap. 
XII, stanza 13 (ed. P. L. Vaidya, no. 288, p. 99; ed. V. Bhattacharya, no. 288, p. 151): 

Advitiyam sivadvaram 

kudrstmam bhayamkaram/ 

visayah sarvabuddhdndm 

iti nairatmyam ucyate// 

“Non-duality, gateway to bliss, the scare-crow for wrong views, the domain of all the Buddhas: that is what 
is called Non-self’. 

2. Having affirmed that the anatman (or the nairatmya) involves the rejection of all dharmas, the Traite, 
p.l686F (cf. T 1509, k. 26, p. 254al0-12) continues with the following citation: 

This is what is said: 

If a person knows the nairatmya well 

He is thus advised 

Not to be happy by hearing about existent things 
Not to be sad by hearing about non-existent things. 

This citation is borrowed from Aryadeva’s Catuhsataka, chapter XII, stanza 17. Its original Sanskrit title 
has not come down to us, but the stanza is known by its Chinese translations (T 1570, p. 184b8-9; T 1571, 
k. 6, p. 220b 14-15) and its Tibetan translation, much more faithful (ed. P. L. Vaidya, no. 292, p. 100; ed. V. 
Bhattacharya, no. 292, p. 156): 

de did du bdag snam du / 

de Itar gads gnas pa // 
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de ni yodpas ga la dgah / 
med pas hjigs par ga la hgyur // 

V. Bhattacharya (1. c.) restores the Sanskrit as follows: 

Tattvato nairatmyam iti 
yasyaivam vartate matih / 
tasya bhdvdt kutah pritir 
abhdvena kuto bhayam // 

“He who considers the non-self to be real, how could he experience joy in the face of existence, fear in the 
face of non-existence?” 

Thus the discovery of Lindtner and Sorenson adds to and confirms our earlier conclusions. The author who 
cites Nagarjuna’s Madhyamakasastra, Aryadeva’s Catuhsataka and Rahula’s Stotra postdates the first line 
of great Maadhyamika scholars and cannot be identified with any of them. Indeed, he is considerably later 
than them for, by referring to a mass of Mahayana sutras, he is from an epoch where the Madhyamaka had 
already undergone a long elaboration. 

If, as its translator Kumarajlva would have it, the author of the Traite went under the name of Nagarjuna, 
this was not the Nagarjuna of the Madhyamakasastra, but one of the many other ‘Nagarjunas’ known to the 
literary tradition. On this subject, see the comments of G. Tucci, in East and West, vol. 22 (1972), p. 366- 
367. <xvi> 

Professor Jacques May of the Universite de Lausanne, a great specialist of the Madhyamaka, has dedicated 
an entire week of his precious time to rereading with me the translation of chapter XL VIII which deals with 
the eighteen emptinesses, and Professor Robert Shih of the Universite de Louvain has made valuable 
suggestions in regard to the same chapter. My former pupil, Marcel Van Velthem, graduate in philology 
and eastern history, has spontaneously offered to help me in correcting the proofs and his assistance has 
been very efficient. I give my heartiest thanks to these friends, as devoted as they are wise. 

For more than fifteen years, I benefited from the care and favors of the Fondation Universitaire de 
Belgique. After having subsidized most of my earlier publications, it has generously intervened in the fresh 
printings of the present volume. The debt of gratitude that I owe to the members of this great institution and 
to its distinguished Secretary General, Marcel Grosjean is great indeed. 

My gratitude also goes to Emmanuel Peeters, director of the Imprimerie Orientaliste of Louvain whose 
judicious advice considerably facilitated the execution of the present work. 


Etienne Lamotte 
Louvain, August 15, 1976. 
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CHAPTER XLII (continued) THE GREAT LOVING¬ 
KINDNESS AND THE GREAT COMPASSION OF THE 

BUDDHAS 


First Section ACQUIRING THE KNOWLEDGES OF THE PATHS 
AND THE ASPECTS OF THE PATHS 


At the end of the Sermon at Benares, the Buddha taught the fourth noble truth to his disciples: the way of 
the destruction of suffering (, duhkhanirodhagdminfpratipad) or the noble eightfold path 
(aryastangikamarga) that leads to nirvana. Later, on many occasions (Digha, II, p. 81, 84; Itivuttaka, p. 51) 
he defined its three elements, namely, morality (slid), concentration ( samddhi ) and wisdom ( prajna). This 
supraworldly (, lokottara ) path is the only one able to assure the total liberation of the sravakas who aspire 
for their own benefit. They have the direct understanding of it at the end of the stage of seeing the truths 
(.satyadarsanamdrga ), a vision which destroys any error they may have of the nature of things, especially 
of the existence of the atman, and brings them the fruit of entry into the stream of nirvana 
(srotadpattiphala). From then on, the sravakas know the Path in its fourfold aspect of path (, marga ), 
reasoning (nydya), acquisition ( prdpti ) and exit from the world (; nairyanika ): cf. Samyuktabhidharmasara, T 
1552, k. 6, p. 918a-b; Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 79, p. 408c; Kosa, VI, p. 163; VII, p. 30-34; Mahavyut., no. 
1190-1205). 

A much vaster understanding is required of the bodhisattvas who want to assure the benefit and happiness 
of all beings. It is not enough for them to know the single path that leads to deliverance, but all the paths, 
good or bad, that beings are liable to take. But they cannot be taken in by this multiplicity of paths: they 
must understand that “all these paths end up in a single path”, that of the true nature which is none other 
than the absence of nature ( alaksana ). 

Thus, at the stage of seeing the truths, the bodhisattva must hold a twofold knowledge which is absent in 
the sravaka, the knowledge of the paths and the knowledge of the aspect of the paths (mdrgdkmarajnatd), 
which is empty of any nature. 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 21,1. 6-7; Satasahasrika, p. 67,1. 4-5). - The bodhisattva-mahasattva who 
wishes to obtain the knowledge of the paths must exert himself in the perfection of wisdom; the 
bodhisattva-mahasattva who, by means of the knowledge of the paths, wishes to fulfill completely the 
knowledge of the aspect of the paths must exert himself in the perfection of wisdom (Mdrgajnatdm 
anupraptukamena bodhisattvena mahasattvena prajndpdramitdydm yogah karanvyah. Mdrgajnatayd 
mdrgdkdrajnatdm <1736> paripurayitukdmena bodhisattvena mahasattvena prajndpdramitdydm yogah 
karamyah.) 
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Sastra. - 


I. KNOWLEDGE OF THE PATHS 


[1. Simple Path]. - There is a simple path ( ekaydna ) to go directly to nirvana: this is mindfulness ( smrti ) 
and heedfulness (, apramada ) applied to the good dharmas, the path conforming to mindfulness of body 
( kdyasmrtyupasthdna ). 1 

[2. Twofold paths] - There are also twofold paths: 1) bad path ( akusalamarga ) and good path 
(, kusalamarga ); 2) worldly path ( laukikamarga ) and supraworldly path (lokottaramdrga); 3) path of 
concentration ( samddhimarga ) and path of wisdom (prajnamarga ); 4) impure path ( sasravamarga ) and 
pure path ( anasravamarga ); 5) path of those who practice ( saiksamdrga ) and path of those who no longer 
practice ( asaiksamarga ); 6) path of seeing ( darsanamarga ) and path of meditation ( bhdvanamarga); 7) 
path of those who seek the truth as a result of faith ( sraddhdnusdrin ) and path of those who seek the truth 
as a result of scripture ( dharmanusarin ); 8) path of those who are candidates for the fruit of the religious 
life (phalapatipannakamdrga ) and path of those who are in possession of these fruits ( phalapraptamarga ); 
9) path of expulsion of the conflicting emotions (anantaryamarga) and path of deliverance from the 
conflicting emotions ( vimuktimdrga ); 10) path of whose who are convinced by means of faith 
( sraddhadhimuktamarga ) and path of those who have the speculative view ( dsrtiprdptamdrga ); 11) path of 
those who are delivered by means of wisdom ( prajndvimuktamdrga ) and path of those who are doubly 
delivered ( ubhayatobhdgavimuktamdrga ). 2 There are innumerable twofold paths of this kind. 

[3. Threefold paths]. - There are also threefold paths: 

1) path of the damned ( ndrakamdrga ), path of the animals ( tiryanmarga ) and path of the pretas. 

The three kinds of hells are the hot hells, the cold hells and the <1737> dark hells. 3 The three kinds of 
animals are those that live on the earth, those that live in the water and those that live in he air. The three 
kinds of pretas are the [258a] emaciated pretas, the pretas that eat filth and the divine pretas. 4 

2) Three kinds of good paths ( kusalamarga ): the path of humans ( manusyamdrga ), the path of the gods 
(i devamarga ) and the path of nirvana. 

There are three kinds of humans: those who commit wrong-doings (dpatti ), those who earn merit ( punya ) 
and those who seek nirvana, There are three other kinds of humans: those who taste the objects of desire 


1 Cf. Drgha, II, p. 290; Majjhima, I, p. 55, 63: Samyutta, V, p. 141, 167-168; Kathavatthu, p. 158: Ekdya.no ayam 
bhikkhave maggo sattanam visuddhiyd sokapariddavdnam samatikkamaya dukkhadomanassanam atthagamaya 
nayassa adhighamaya nibbdnassa sacchikiriyaya, yadidam cattdro satipatthana. 

2 For these various categories of saints, see above, p. 1389-1391F, n. 

3 The hells have been described above, p. 955-968F. 

4 For the pretas, see p. 954-955F. 
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(kama) and do wrong; those who taste the objects of desire and do not do any wrong; those who do not 
taste the objects of desire and do not do any wrong. 

There are three kinds of gods: gods of the desire realm ( kdmadeva ), gods of the realm of subtle form 
(i rupadeva ) and gods of the formless realm (arupyadeva). 

There are three kinds of paths of nirvana: the path of the sravakas, the path of the pratyekabuddhas, and the 
path of the Buddhas. The path of the sravakas is of three kinds: the path of those who practice 
( saiksamarga ), the path of those who no longer practice ( asaiksamdrga ) and the path of those who are 
neither the one nor the other ( naivasaiksandsaiksamdrga ). It is the same for the path of the 
pratyekabuddhas. The path of the Buddhas is of three kinds: the path of the perfections ( paramitamarga ), 
the path of skillful means ( updyamdrga ) and the path of the pure lands ( visuddhaksetramdrga ). The 
Buddhas have three other paths: the path of the first production of the mind of awakening 
(prathamacittotpddamdrga ), the path of the practice of benefit (kusalacarydmdrga) and the path of 
converting beings ( sattvaparipdcanamdrga ). 

There are three other threefold paths: the path of morality ( sflamdrga ), the path of meditative stabilization 
( samddhimdrga ) and the path of wisdom ( prajndmarga ). There are innumerable threefold paths of this 
kind. 

[4. Fourfold paths]. - There are also fourfold paths: 1) the path of worldly people (prthagjanamdrga ), the 
path of the sravakas, the path of the pratyekabuddhas and the path of the Buddhas; 2) the path of the 
sravakas, the path of the pratyekabuddhas, the path of the bodhisattvas and the path of he Buddhas; 3) the 
path of the sravakas is of four kinds: the path of suffering ( duhkhamdrga ), the path of the origin 
( samudayamarga ), the path of the cessation ( nirodhamdrga ) and the path of the way ( pratipanmdrga ); 
<1738> 4) the paths of the four fruits of the religious life ( catuhsramanyaphalamarga ); 5) the path 
contemplating the true nature of the body ( kdyadharmatdnupasyanamdrga ) and the paths contemplating the 
true nature of feeling, the mind and things ( vedandcittadharmadharmatdnupasyandmdrga ); 5 6) the four 
paths by means of which evil bad dharmas that have not yet arisen may not arise ( anutpanndndm 
pdpakdndm akusaldnam dharmandm anutpdddya), so that the bad wicked dharmas already arisen may be 
destroyed (utpannanam pdpakdndm akusaldnam dharmandm prahdndya), so that good dharmas that have 
not yet arisen may take birth (anutpanndndm kusaldndm dharmandm utpdddya) and so that the good 
dharmas that have already arisen may increase ( utpannddm kusaldndm dharmandm vaipulydya)', 6 7) the 
four paths predominating respectively in zealousness (chanda), exertion (virya), mind (citta) and 
examination ( numdmsd J; 7 8 8) the paths of the four lineages of saints (dryavamsa) consisting of losing 
interest in clothing ( cfvara ), food (pindapdta ), beds (sayandsana) and medicines ( bhaisajya ) and taking 
enjoyment ( rdmatd) in the cessation of suffering ( duhkhaprahdna ) and the practice of the Path 
(mdrgabhavana), 9) the paths of the four ways (pratipad ): the difficult way of slow understanding (duhkhd 

5 The four smrlyupaslhasa: cf. p. 1150-1176F, 1187-1194F. 

6 The four samyakpradhana: cf. p. 1176-1177F. 

7 The four rddhipdda: cf. p. 1177-1179F. 

8 The four dryavamsa', cf. Dlgha, III, p. 224; Anguttara, II, p. 27-28; Kosabhasya, p. 336. 
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pratipad dhandhabhijna), the difficult way of quick understanding (, duhkha pratipat ksiprabhijna), the easy 
way of slow understanding ( sukha pratipad dhandhabhijna), the easy way of quick understanding (sukhd 
pratipat ksiprabhijna ); 9 10) the four paths of meditation ( bhdvandmarga ) aimed at happiness in the present 
lifetimes ( ihasukha ), knowledge of births and deaths ( cyutyupapddajhdna ), destruction of the impurities 
(asravaksaya ) and analytical knowledge ( vibhahgajhdna ) respectively; 11) the four divine paths 
( devamarga ), namely, the four trances ( dhydna ); 12) the four kinds of paths: paths of the devas, the 
Brahmas, the aryas and the Buddhas. There are innumerable four paths of this type. 

[5. Fivefold paths], - There are also fivefold paths: 1) path of the damned ( ndrakamdrga ), path of the 
animals ( tiryahmarga ), path of the pretas, path of humans ( manusyamdrga ) and <1739> path of the gods 
(i devamarga ); 2) paths of the five elements belonging to those who no longer practice 
(asaiksaskandhamdrga ), from the asaiksaskandha of morality ( sila ) up to the asaiksaskandha of the 
cognition and vision of deliverance (vimuktijnanadarsana), 3) paths of the five kinds of 
Suddhavasikadeva; 11 4) paths of the five objects of desire {kamaguna), 5) five paths of words in harmony 
with the Dharma and five paths of words of adharma; 6) five paths: those of the prthagjanas, the sravakas, 
the pratyekabuddhas, the bodhisattvas and the Buddhas; 7) paths of the five [258b] destinies ( gati ) 8) paths 
analyzing material things (rupa), the mind ( citta ), mental events ( caitasika ), dharmas disassociated from 
the mind (cittaviprayuktasamskdra) and the unconditioned dharmas (, asamskrta ) respectively; 9) five paths 
concerning things to be destroyed ( praheya ) by the truth of suffering (, duhkhasatya ), the truth of the origin 
( samudayasatya ), the truth of cessation ( nirodhasatya ), the truth of the path (pratipatsatya ) and meditation 
( bhdvand) respectively. There are innumerable fivefold paths of this kind. 

[6. Sixfold paths]. - There are also sixfold paths: 1) path of the damned ( ndrakamdrga ), path of the animals 
( tiryahmarga ), path of the pretas, path of humans ( manusyamdrga ), path of the gods ( devamarga ) and path 
of the arhats; 2) paths of abandonment of the six objects (sadvisayaparitydga)', 3) paths of the six comities 
(, sardyamya); 13 4) paths of the six superknowledges ( abhijhd); 14 5) paths of the six kinds of arhats, 5 6) 
paths of development of the six stages ( bhumi ); 7) paths of the six meditative stabilizations ( samddhi ); 8) 
paths of the six perfections (pdramitb), each of them including six paths in turn. There are innumerable 
sixfold paths of this kind. 

[7. Sevenfold paths]. - There are also sevenfold paths: 1) paths of the seven factors of bodhi 
(. sambodhyahga ); 2) pure paths ( andsmvamdrga ) of the seven stages ( bhumi ); 3) meditation paths <1740> 


9 The four pratipad : cf. DTgha, III, p. 106, 228; Anguttara, II, p. 149, 154; V, p. 63; Kosabhasya, p. 382. 

10 The five asaiksaskandha also called andsrava-, dharma- or lokottara-skandha: cf. p. 1233F, n. 3, 1349 -136IF. 

11 Deities dwelling on the five upper stages of the fourth dhyana. 

12 Adopting the variant wouyu tao. 

13 These are the cha sdrdmya dhamma of the Pali sources: cf. DTgha, III, p. 245; Majjhima, I, p. 322; II, p. 250; 
Anguttara, III, p. 288. See the dictionaries of Rhys Davids (s.v. sarcimya) and Edgerton (s.v. sardyamya). 

14 For the five and six abhijhd. cf. p. 328-333F. 

15 The six kinds of arhats, parihanadharman, etc.; cf. Kosa, VI, p. 251, 253, 266. 
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of the seven notions ( samjna); 16 4) paths of the seven purities ( visuddhi ); 17 5) paths of the seven virtuous 
people ( satpurusa ); 18 6) paths of the seven riches ( dhana); 19 7) paths of the seven riches of the Dharma 
(dharmadhana); 0 8) paths of the seven auxiliary meditative absorptions. There are innumerable sevenfold 
paths of this type. 

[8. Eightfold paths]. - There are also eightfold paths: 1) noble eightfold path (dryastangamarga); 21 2) paths 
of the eight liberations ( vimoksa ). 22 There are innumerable eightfold paths of this kind. 

[9. Ninefold paths]. - There are also ninefold paths: 1) path of the nine successive absorptions 
(anupurvasamdpatti); 3 2) pure paths (, anasravamarga ) of the nine stages ( bhumi)\ 3) paths of cessation 
(prahanamarga ) of the nine views (drsti); 4) paths of the nine classes of arhat; 24 5) nine paths of the 
bodhisattvas, namely, the six perfections ( pdramita), skillful means ( updya ), conversion of beings 
{sattvaparipdcana) and the purification of the buddhafields ( buddhaksetraparisodhqana ). There are 
innumerable ninefold paths of this kind. 

[10. Tenfold paths]. - There are also tenfold paths: 1) paths of the ten asaiksas; 25 2) paths of the ten notions 
{samjna) 26 ; 3) paths of the ten bases of the spheres of totality (, krtsndyatana ), 4) the ten bad paths of 
action ( akusalakarmapatha ), the ten good paths of action ( kusalakarmapatha ); 28 and so on <1741> up to 
162 paths. 29 These are the innumerable headings concerning the paths. 

II. KNOWLEDGE OF THE ASPECT OF THE PATHS 


16 On the group of the seven samjna, see references above, p. 131 IF. 

17 The seven visuddhi, sfla, etc.: cf. Majjhima, I, p. 148; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 2, p. 430b-c. 

18 The sapta satpurusagatayah: cf. Anguttara, IV, p. 70 seq; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 2, p. 427a; Kosavyakhya, p. 

270. 

19 The sapta dhanani, sraddhd, etc.: f. DTgha, III, p. 163, 251; Anguttara, IV, p. 4,; Mahavyut., no. 1566-1572; 
Tchong a han, T 26, k. 35, p. 649c22-23. 

20 Probably the sapta aupadhikanipunyakriyavastani, meritorious material works: cf. Tchong a han, T 26, k. 2, p. 
428a-b; T 125, k. 35, p. 741b-c; Kosavyakhya, p. 352-354. 

21 Cf. p. 1181-1185F, 1203-1207F. 

22 Cf. p. 1291-1299F. 

23 Cf. p. 1308-1309F. 

24 Cf. Kosa, VI, p. 273. 

25 Cf. Kosa, VI, p.295. 

26 Cf. p. 1431-1463F. 

27 Cf. p. 1474-1483F. 

28 Cf.p. 501F. 

29 The 162 marga (81 prahana or anantaryamdrga and 81 vimuktimdrga ) practiced in the course of the 
bhavandmdrga to break the conflicting emotions: cf. p. 1104F 
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The exhaustive knowledge, the complete knowledge of these various paths is the knowledge of the aspect 
of the paths ( margakarajnata). 

1. The aspect of the paths is absence of nature 


Question. - The Prajnaparamita is the single path of the bodhisattva: its sole nature is the absence of nature 
(ekalaksanam yadutalaksanam). 30 Why then speak of the various paths? 

Answer. - These paths all end up in a single path ( ekaydna ), namely, the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of 
dharmas. At the beginning of the practice, they show many particularities, but at the end, they are all equal 
and alike and no longer show any differences ( visesa ). In the same way, at the time of the final 
conflagration ( kalpodddha ), all existing things are gathered into empty space (dkdsa). 

However, in order to convert beings ( sattvaparipdcandrtham ), the bodhisattva makes distinctions (vikalpa) 
and speaks of many paths, mainly the worldly path (laukikamarga) and the supraworldly path 
(lokottaramdrga ), etc. 

2. Worldly path and supraworldly path are mingled into one single non-existence 


Question. - Why does the bodhisattva established in the single nature ( ekalaksana ), i.e., in the absence of 
nature ( alaksana ), distinguish a worldly path and a supraworldly path? 

Answer. -That which is called world (loka) comes from an erroneous thought (viparyastamanasikara) and 
a deceptive duality; it is like a magic show ( mdyd), a dream ( svapna ), the circle of fire drawn by a fire¬ 
brand. Worldly people arbitrarily <1742> take it to be the world, but this world is false; false today, it 
[258c] has been false from the beginning. In reality, it does not arise, it does not act; it comes only from 
causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ) consisting of the coming together ( samnipdta ) between the six inner 
organs ( adhydtmendriya ) and the six outer objects ( bahirdhdvisaya ). But in order to conform to the 
prejudices ( abhinivesa) of worldly folk, we speak of the world. The many wrong views ( mithyddrsti ) about 
the world are like tangled threads (Jala): whoever clings to them wanders in samsara eternally. That is how 
to know the world. 

What is the supraworldly path ( lokottaramdrga )? Knowing the world in conformity with reality is the 
supraworldly path. Why? The wise person has looked very hard for the world and the supraworld: these 
two things do not exist ( nopalabhyante ). Since they do not exist, we should know that the world and the 
supraworld are only denominations ( prajnapti ). 


30 Pancavimsati, p. 164,1. 8-9 (T 223, k. 4, p. 242c2-4; k. 8, p. 278cl-2). A pithy phrase often cited by the Traite (p. 
676F, 938F, 1376F, 1621F, 1694F, 1703F,etc.). 
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We speak of the supraworld merely to destroy the world. The self-nature ( laksana) of the world is precisely 
the supraworld, and the latter is even more non-existent. Why is that? The nature of the world being non¬ 
existent, the supraworld is eternally empty ( sunya) of worldly nature, for any fixed nature ( niyatalaksana) 
in things of this world is non-existent. 

Thus the yogin does not find the world ( lokain nopalabhate) and does not cling to the supraworld either 
(lokottaram ndbhinivisate). If he does not find the world, he is not attached to the supraworld. Having 
destroyed affection ( anunaya ) and aversion ( pratigha), he does not debate with the world ( na lokena 
sardham vivadati ). 31 Why? Because, knowing for a long time that the world is empty {sunya), non-existent 
(asat) and deceptive (mrsd), the yogin no longer has memory (anusmarana) or thought construction 
(vikalpa). 

By world ( loka ) we mean the five aggregates ( skandha). But even if the Buddhas of the ten directions 
looked for the nature (laksana), they would not find it, for the aggregates are without a starting point 
(dgamasthdna ), without a resting point ( stitisthdna ) and without a point of departure ( nirgamasthdna ). The 
impossibility of finding the natures of coming, staying and departing in the five aggregates constitutes the 
supraworld ( lokottara ). <1743> 

From then on, the yogin considers the world and the supraworld as being really invisible. He does not see 
any connection (samyoga) between the world and the supraworld nor any connection between the 
supraworld and the world. Beyond the world, he sees no supraworld, and beyond the supraworld, he sees 
no world. Thus he does not produce the twofold idea of world and supraworld. Rejecting the world without 
adopting the supraworld, this is the supraworld. 

But the bodhisattva who knows this can, in the interest of beings, make distinctions between worldly path 
and supraworldly path. Nevertheless, whether they are impure ( sdsrava ) or pure ( andsrava), the paths of all 
dharmas come together in a single nature (ekalaksana), [namely, the absence of nature]: this is what is 
called the knowledge of the aspect of the paths ( mdrgakdrajnatd). 


Second Section WINNING OMNISCIENCE AND THE KNOWLEDGE 
OF ALL THE ASPECTS 


The bodhisattva aspires to omniscience (sarvajnata), the knowledge of all dharmas, conditioned and unconditioned, 
isolated or grouped, existent or non-existent, true or false. 

There are two kinds of omniscience, perfect or imperfect: 

1. Perfect omniscience cognizes all dharmas under their general characteristics (samanyalaksana) and their specific 
characteristics (svalaksana). The general characteristics of dharmas are three or four in number: all dharmas are 
impermanent ( anitya ), suffering ( duhkha ), empty (sunya) and selfless ( anatman). The specific characteristics are 


31 Canonical reference: Samyutta, III, p. 138; Madh. vrtti, p. 370. See above, p. 42F, note. 
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infinite in number: these are, for example, the solidity ( khakkhatva) of the earth element, the moistness ( dravatva ) of 
the water element, etc., etc. 

Perfect omniscience belongs only to the Buddhas: it is called omniscience ( sarvajnata) in the full sense of the word or 
also knowledge of all the aspects ( sarvakarajnata) to show that it extends to the specific characteristics of the dharmas. 

2. As well, there are imperfect or incomplete omnisciences that bear upon only the general characteristics of the 
dharmas and a restricted number of the specific characteristics. They are the exploits of the first two Vehicles, the 
sravakas and the pratyekabuddhas. It is wrong that they are sometimes called ‘omniscient’ ( sarvajna): the proof of this 
is that the wisest of them ere unable to answer all the difficult questions they were asked. 

Buddha, arhat and pratyekabuddha have access to their respective omnisciences or bodhis by using the paths or 
Vehicles of their choice. Each having attained their final goal, they no longer use the knowledge of the paths 
(margajnald) or the knowledge of the aspect of the paths ( mdrgakarajnata). Indeed, they say: “The path already 
practiced by me is no longer to be practiced” ( margo me bhavito napounar bhavitavyah): cf. above, p. 1359F. 

This is not the case for the bodhisattvas who, from their first cittotpada until their arrival at buddhahood, are in the 
course of their career. <1744> The path or the paths that they have to travel, particularly the bodhipaksikadharmas, the 
paramitas, the balas, the vaisaradyas, etc., include all the good dharmas. They know them by practicing them, and this 
experimental science finally ends up in the perfect enlightenment which is that of the Buddhas. 


Sastra. - 

I. DIFFERENCE BETWEEN OMNISCIENCE AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF ALL 
THE ASPECTS 


Question. - What are the differences between sarvajnata ‘knowledge of everything’ and sarvakarajnata 12 
‘knowledge of all the aspects’? 

Answer. - Some say there is no difference and that [either] sarvajnata or sarvakarajnata is said. [259a] 

Others say that sarvajnata is the knowledge of the general characteristics ( sdmdnyalaksana ) and 
sarvakarajnata is the knowledge of the specific characteristics ( svalaksana ). 

Sarvajnata is cause ( hetu ); sarvakarajnata is effect ( phala ). 

Sarvajnata is a concise expression (samksepenokti)\ sarvakarajnata is a verbose expression ( vistarenokti ). 

Sarvajnata generally destroys the ignorances ( avidyd) about all the dharmas; in regard to multiple 
statements of the Dharma (dharmaparydya), sarvakarajnata destroys the ignorances. Thus for 
example, there is sarvajnata when one preaches the four truths ( catuhsatya ); there is sarvakarajnata when 
one preaches the implications ( artha) of the four truths. <1745> 


32 Sarvakarajnata has already been defined above, p. 640-642F. 
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There is sarvajnata when one preaches the truth of suffering ( duhkhasatya ); there is sarvakarajnata when 
one preaches the eight characteristics of suffering ( duhkhalaksana ). 

There is sarvajnata when one preaches the suffering of birth (jdtiduhkha ); there is sarvakarajnata when one 
preaches the various places of the birth (jdtisthdna ) of beings. 

Furthermore, by ‘all dharmas’, [the twelve bases of consciousness (dyatana) | from eye ( caksus ) and colors 
(rupa) up to mind ( manas ) and things (, dharma ) is understood. 

The arhats and pratyekabuddhas know the general characteristics ( sdmdnyalaksana ): 33 impermanence 
(. anityatd), suffering (duhhkha), emptiness ( sunya ) and selflessness ( andtman ), and, since they know these 
twelve bases (dyatana), they are said to be ‘omniscient’. 

The sravakas and pratyekabuddhas do not know the specific characteristics ( svalaksana) in an exhaustive 
manner; they do not know the place of birth ( jdtisthdna ) of a given being, his beauties and his uglinesses, 
the exact number of his actions, [not only in the past] but also in the future ( andgata ) and the present 
( pratyutpanna ). How then would they not be ignorant of those of all beings? 

They do not know the names used to designate gold ( suvarna) in a single Jambudvlpa. How then would 
they know the many sounds used to designate a single thing in the trisahasramahdsdhasralokadhdtu, and in 
the languages of the gods, in the language of the nagas, etc.? Not knowing the many sounds used to 
designate gold, how then would they know the causes and conditions (hetupratyaya) of the various aspects] 
of gold, the various deposits of gold, their qualities or their respective values? How would they know the 
causes required to gain merit ( punya ), commit sin (dpatti) or find the Path? Not being able to cognize 
things that are so obvious, how then would they cognize the minds ( citta ) and mental events 
(caitasikadharma), such as the trances ( dhydna), absorptions ( samdpatti ), wisdom ( prajnd) and the other 
[invisible] dharmas? 

The Buddha, on the other hand, cognizes the general characteristics (sdmdnyalaksana) and the specific 
characteristics (svalaksana) of all <1746> the dharmas in an exhaustive manner. This is why he is called 
‘knower of all the aspects’ ( sarvakarajnata). 

Finally, in a later chapter [of the Prajnaparamitasutra], the Buddha himself says: “Omniscience ( sarvajnata) 
is the concern of sravakas and pratyekabuddhas; knowledge of the paths (mdrgajnata) is the concern of 
bodhisattvas; knowledge of all the aspects (sarvdkdrajnata) is the concern of the Buddhas.” 34 

The sravakas and pratyekabuddhas have general omniscience (sdmdnyasarvajnata) only and do not have 
the knowledge of all the aspects (sarvdkdrajnata). 

Moreover, although they have a partial knowledge of specific characteristics (svalaksana), sravakas and 
pratyekabuddhas do not know them fully. It is because of their knowledge of the general characteristics 
(sdmdnyalaksana) that they are called omniscient (sarvajna). In the Buddhas, sarvajnata and sarvakarajnata 


33 The sravakas and pratyekabuddhas know all the general characteristics plus some specific characteristics; only the 
Buddha knows all the specific characteristics. 

34 Pancavimsati, San-houei-p ’in, T 223, p. 375b25-27. 
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are real knowledges, whereas in the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas they are just the name. Their 
omniscience is like a lamp drawn 35 [on the wall]: it has the name only of a lamp but does not fulfill the 
function of a lamp. So it is for the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas. 

When objections are put to them, often they are unable to reply and cannot cut through doubts. Thus, when 
the Buddha questioned Sariputra three times, the latter was unable to answer. 36 If he had had real 
omniscience, why did [259b] he not reply? It is because he had only the name of omniscient, as he did not 
surpass ordinary people ( prthagjana ), 37 but he did not have true omniscience. Thus the Buddha [alone] has 
true omniscience and knowledge of all the aspects. He has innumerable epithets of this kind: sometimes he 
is called sawajna and sometimes sarvakarajna. 

In summary ( samksepena ), this sets forth sarvajnata, sarvakarajnata and their many differences. 


II. KNOWLEDGE OF THE PATHS LEADING TO OMNISCIENCE 


Question. - The [Prajnaparamita]-sutra has said that by practicing certain dharmas such as the six 
perfections ( paramita), the thirty-seven auxiliaries of enlightenment ( bodhipaksika ), the ten powers (bald), 
the four fearlessnesses (vaisdradya), etc., omniscience (sarvajnata) is obtained. 38 Why does it say here that 
it is only by using the knowledge of the aspect of the paths (mdrgdkdrajnata) that [the bodhisattva] obtains 
omniscience? 

Answer. - The six perfections, etc., of which you speak are precisely the Path. By knowing these paths, by 
practicing these paths, the bodhisattva obtains omniscience. Why do you doubt that? 

Furthermore, all the good dharmas (kusaladharma) included between the first production of the mind of 
awakening (prathamacittotpdda ) and sitting on the seat of enlightenment (bodhimandanisadand) together 
comprise the Path. Practicing these Paths by distinguishing them and meditating on them constitutes the 
knowledge of the paths. The [Prajnaparamita]-sutra will say later that this is the concern of the bodhisattva. 

Question. -1 understand that there is no question of knowledge of the paths in the Buddha where the 
business of the Path has already ended. But all the qualities are not yet complete among the arhats and 
pratyekabuddhas. Then why not recognize the knowledge of the paths in them? 


35 Adopting the variant houa teng. 

36 Sariputra was unable to reply to the Buddha’s question about the past and future existences of a pigeon found at 
the edge of a road: see above, p. 647-649F, the Avadana of the pigeon. 

37 Actually, in knowledge Sariputra surpassed not only ordinary people but also all the arhats; only the Buddha was 
superior to him. Cf. Comm, on the Dhammapda, III, p. 228 seq., and Comm, on the Suttanipata, II, p. 570 seq. 

38 Pancavimsati, T 223, k. 5, p. 247cl2-15. 
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Answer. - The arhats and pratyekabuddhas have also completed the practice of their own paths. 39 This is 
why for them there is no question of knowledge of the paths, for the nature of the Path (marga) is practice 
(caryd). 

Furthermore, the sutra in question speaks of the sravakas and the pratyekabuddhas, and [the path] of the 
sravakas does not consist of three Vehicles. 40 This is why [knowledge of the paths] is not their concern. 
Being great, <1748> the path of the Buddhas [and that of the bodhisattvas] includes the knowledge of the 
paths; those of the sravakas and the pratyekabuddhas, being small, does not include it. 

Finally, the bodhisattva-mahasattva himself practices the paths and also teaches beings the paths for each of 
them to practice. This is why the [Prajnaparamitasutra] says here that by practicing the knowledge of the 
paths the bodhisattva obtains omniscience. 


III. DHARMAS KNOWN BY OMNISCIENCE 


Question. - What are all these dharmas cognized by omniscience? 
Answer. - 

1. The two bases of consciousness 


[Sabbasutta]. - The Buddha said to the bhiksus: “I will teach you ‘all dharmas’ ( sarvam = sarve dharmah). 
What are all these dharmas? The eye (caksus ) and colors ( rupa ); the ear ( srotra ) and sounds ( sabda ); the 
nose ( ghrdna ) and smells ( gandha ); the tongue (jihvd) and tastes (rasa); the body (kayo) and tangibles 
(sprastavya); the mind ( manas ) and things ( dharma ). These twelve bases of consciousness (dyatana) are all 
dharmas.” 41 


39 By at least virtual possession of nirvana, the arhat has nothing more to follow or to know. 

40 The sravaka knows and practices only the path of his own Vehicle; the Buddhas and the great bodhisattvas know 
the three Vehicles experientially and use them to convert beings based on the needs and the dispositions of the latter. 

41 Sabbasutta of the Samyutta, IV, p. 15, corresponds to the sutra no. 319 of the Tsa a han, T 99, k.13, p. 91a24- 
91b3. The latter may be restored by the citations of the Kosabhasya (p. 4,1. 2-3) and the Abhidhannadlpa (p. 271,1. 
17-272,1. 2), but the individuals are different and the sutra in entitled Hastatadipama. 

Pali: Sabbam vo bhikkhave dessissami, tarn sunatha. Kihca bhikkhave sabbam. Cakkhum ceva rupa ca, 
sotahca saddd ... kissa hetu. Yatha tasm bhikkhave avisayasmin ti. 

Sanskrit: Sarvam astiti brdhmana yavad eva dvdsasdyatand.nl Etdvat sarvam yaduta caksit rupam ... 
uttare va sammoham apadyeta. Yathdpi tad avisayatvat. 

Transl. of the Pali. - Monks, I will teach you ‘everything’. Listen then. What is everything? The eye and 
colors, the ear and sounds, the nose and odors, the tongue and tastes, the body and tangibles, the mind and dharmas. 
That, O monks, is called everything. Monks, the person who says: “Dismissing all that, I propose another 
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2. Names and forms (or five aggregates) 


Furthermore, ‘all dharmas’ are names and forms ( ndmarupa ). 42 
[Arthavargiyani sutrani\ - Thus in the Li-tchong king 
(Arthavargiyani sutrani) 4 the Buddha spoke these stanzas: 

For the person who seeks right seeing 
There are only names and forms. 

The person who wants to consider and know truly 
Fie too will know only names and forms. 44 


everything”, that, on his part, would be a pointless statement; if he were to be questioned, he would be unable to 
stick to it and, furthermore, he would fall into confusion. Why? Because, O monks, it would not be objective. 

42 In the expression ndmarupa, ndman represents the four fonnless skandhas ( vedand, satnjna, samskara, vijhana), 
and rupa represents the rupaskandha: cf. Kosa, III, p. 94-95. 

The expression ‘all dharmas’ designates that which has it own nature ( svabhdva ) and its own 
characteristics ( svalaksana ), whether these dhannas are classified into five skandhas, twelve ayatanas or eighteen 
dhatus. The Commentary on the Anguttara, II, p. 259,1. 4-5 says: Sabbadhammd vuccanti pancakkhandhci 
dvadasayatanani atthdrasa dhdtuyo. 

43 The Sanskrit sources place the Arthavargiyani sutrani in the Ksudrakagama or Ksudrapitaka ‘‘Minor Texts” (cf. 
Lamotte, Histoire du bouddhisme indien, p. 174-176); the Pali sources incorporate the Atthakavagga in the 
Suttanipata, the fifth book of the Khuddakanikaya. 

In his translation of the Traite, Kumarajlva designates the Arthavargiyani sutrani under various names: 
Tchong-yi king ( see above, p. 39F), At’ap’o k’i king (p. 65F), Yi-p ’in (p. 1089F) and also here, Li-tchong king, a 
translation which will be adopted later (k. 31, p. 295c; k. 45, p. 389a, where Li-chong-chen king should be read as 
Li-tchong king). 

44 Cf. Atthakavagga of the Suttanipata, v. 909, p. Ill and Yi-tsou king, T 198, k. 2, p. 183b3-4: 

Passant naro daakkhiti namarupam, 
disvana vahhassati tani-,-eva 
kdmam bahum passatu appakam vd, 
ma hi tena suddhim kusala vadanti. 

“The clear-sighted man sees names and forms and, having seen them, just recognizes them. Supposing he 
sees a very great number of them od a small number of them, no valid proof of them will happen: th8is iswhat the 
experts say.” 

But this translation departs notably from the explanations given by the Mahanidesa, II, p. 325 and the 
Commentary on the Suttanipata, II, p. 560. E. M. Hare, Woven Cadences of Early Buddhists, London, 1944, p. 133 
translates it as: 
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When a foolish mind multiplies notions 

And is attached to distinguishing many dharmas, 

He will never have anything 

But names and forms. <1750> 

3. Groups of two dharmas 45 


‘All dharmas’ is also dharmas with form ( rupin ) and without form ( arupin); visible ( sanidarsana ) and 
invisible ( anidarsana ); resistant ( sapratigha ) and [259c] non-resistant ( apratigha ); impure ( sdsrava ) and 
pure (andsrava ); conditioned (samskrta) and unconditioned ( asamskrta ); mind ( citta ) and non-mind (na 
citta)', associated with mind (cittasamprayukta ) and non-associated with mind (na cittasamprayukta)', 
coexisting with mind ( cittasahabhu ) and non-coexisting with mind (na cittasahabhu ); resulting from mind 
(cittanuparivartiri) and not resulting from mind (na ciitdnuparivartin); taking its origin from mind 
(cittasamutthana) and not taking its origin from mind (na cittasamutthana). Numberless similar groupings 
of two dharmas contain all the dharmas. See the Abhidharma, in the Cho-fa p ’in 
(Dharmasamgrahaparivarta) 46 

4. Groups of three dharmas 


‘All dharmas’ is also the good (kusala), the bad ( akusala ) and indeterminate ( avydh-tci ) dharmas; the 
dharmas to be destroyed by seeing <1751> the truths (satyadarsanaheya), to be destroyed by meditation 
(bhdvandheya) and not to be destroyed (aheya)', the dharmas with retribution ( savipdka ), without 
retribution ( avipdka ), neither with nor without retribution. Innumerable similar groups of three dharmas 
comprise all the dharmas. 


The man with eyes will see both ‘name’and ‘form’. 

And having seen, will know them just as such: 

Let him see much or little as he lists, 

No cleansing comes by that the experts say. 

45 These groups of two dhannas have been mentioned above, p. 644F, 1101F. 

46 The Traite refers here to the Abhidharmaprakaranapada, in the beginning of chapter VI, entitled Fen-pie-cho p ’in 
in Gunabhadra’s version (T 1541, k. 4, p. 644b5-644c23) and Pien-chd-tengp’in in Hiuan-tsang’s version (T 1542, 
k. 5, p. 71 lb6-71 lc26). A note added to Gunabhadra’s translation (T 1541, k. 4, p. 644c23) mentions 216 groups of 
two dharmas (see above, p. 110 IF). For the author of the Traite, chapters V to VIII of the Prakaranapada were not 
the work of Vasumitra but that of the arhats of Kasmir (cf. 0. 111-112F). 
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5. Groups of four dharmas 


‘All dharmas’ is also dharmas past ( atita ), future ( andgata ), present ( pratyutpanna ), neither past, future nor 
present; dharmas belonging to the world of desire ( kdmadhdtvavacara ), belonging to the world of form 
{rupadhdtvavacara), belonging to the formless world (arupyadhatvavacara), not having any membership 
(anavacara ); dharmas coming from a good cause ( kusalahetusamutthana ), coming from a bad ( akusala) 
cause, coming from an indeterminate ( avydkrta) cause, and coming from a cause that is neither good, bad 
nor indeterminate; dharmas that are object condition ( dlambanapratyaya ), that are non-object condition, 
that are both object and non-object condition, that are neither object nor non-object condition. Innumerable 
similar groups of four dharmas comprise all the dharmas. 

6. Groups of five dharmas 


‘All dharmas’ is also the dharmas that are material ( rupa ), mind ( citta ), mental (caitasika), a formation 
dissociated from mind ( cittaprayuktasamskara ) or unconditioned ( asamskrta ); the four truths ( satya ) and 
the indeterminate-unconditioned (, avyakrtasamskrta ). Innumerable similar groups of five dharmas comprise 
all the dharmas. 

7. Groups of six dharmas 


‘All dharmas’ is also the five aggregates ( skandha ) and the unconditioned {asamskrta)', the dharmas to be 
destroyed by the truth of suffering (duhkhasatya), by the truth of the origin ( samudayasatya ), by the truth 
of cessation (; nirodhasatya ), by the truth of the path (margasatya), by meditation ( bhdvand ), or not to be 
destroyed ( aheya ). Innumerable similar groups of six dharmas comprise all the dharmas. <1752> 

8. Other groups of dharmas 


Groups of seven, eight, nine, ten dharmas, etc., are analyzed in the Abhidharma in the chapter of the 
[Dharmaj-vibhanga. 47 


‘All dharmas’ is thus all existing {sat) or non-existing {asat), empty (sunya) or real {satya), objects 
(alambana) or subjects (alambaka), united or scattered, etc., dharmas. 


47 Prakaranapada, T 1541, k. 4, p. 645b28 seq.; T 1542, k. 5, p. 712cl7 seq. 
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‘All dharmas’ is thus existent, non-existent, existent and non-existent; false, not false, false and not false; 
false, true, neither false nor true; arising, perishing, arising and perishing; neither arising nor perishing; and 
so on, dharmas. 

‘All dharmas’ is also existent, non-existent, existent and non-existent, [260a] neither existent nor non¬ 
existent dharmas. 

Apart from these tetralemmas ( catuskoti ), such as ‘empty ( sunya ), non-empty (asunya), arising and 
perishing, neither arising nor perishing’ dharmas, there are also pentalemmas of the same kind. 48 

All the dharmas are included in these innumerable and incalculable groupings. Knowing the said dharmas 
in an exhaustive and complete way with unhindered wisdom ( apratihataprajna ) is called omniscience and 
knowledge of all aspects ( sarvdkarajnata). 


IV. TRUE OMNISCIENCE BELONGS TO THE BUDDHA 49 


Question. - All beings seek wisdom ( prajna ). Why is the Buddha the only one to attain sarvajnata? 

Answer. - Since the Buddha is foremost ( agra ) of all beings, he is the only one to obtain sarvajnata. 

[Pasddasutta.] - Thus the Buddha said: “Of all beings without legs, with two legs, with four legs, with 
many legs, with a body or without a body, conscious, unconscious, neither conscious nor unconscious, etc., 
the Buddha is the foremost of all.” 50 

Just as Mount Sumem is foremost among the mountains, just as fire ( tejas ), of all the four great elements 
(mahabhuta) has the power to illuminate and to burn, so, of all beings, the Buddha is foremost. This is why 
he obtains sarvajnata. 

Question. - Why is the Buddha alone the foremost of beings? 

Answer. - As I have just said, because he possesses sarvajnata. But I must repeat myself here. 


48 For the Madhyamaka method, which uses and abuses reduction to absurdity ( prasanga ), the tetralemma 

(i catuskoti ) and fivefold argumentation, see J. May, Candrakirti, p. 16, 51 (n. 7), 66 (n. 68), 183 (n. 597), 221 (n. 
761). 

49 This subject has already been discussed above, p. 146-161F. 

8(1 Beginning of the Pasddasutta of the Anguttara, II, p. 34 (Tseng-yi-a-han, T 125, k. 12, p. 602al-3) often 
reproduced in other suttas (Anguttara, III, p. 35; V, p. 21; Itivuttaka, p. 87): 

Ydvatd bhikkhave satta apadd dipadd vd catuppadd vd bahuppadd vd rupino vd arupino vd sannino vd 
asannino vd nevasannindsannino vd Tathagato tesam aggam akkhayati araham sammdsambuddho. 

The corresponding Sanskrit formula is in Divyavadaba, p. 154, and Avadanasataka, I, p. 49, 329: 

Ye kecit sattva vd dvipadd vd [catuspadd vd] bahupadd vd rupino vd arupino vdsamjnino vd asamjniono 
vd naivasamjnino ndsamjninas Tathagato ‘rhan samyaksambuddhas tesam sattvandm agra dkhydyate. 
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The Buddha, who assures both his own good ( svahita ) and the good of others ( parahita ), is the foremost of 
beings. 

Thus, the sun (dditya ) is the foremost of all lights (prabha); the noble cakravartin king is the foremost of all 
humans; the blue lotus ( nilotpala ) is the foremost of the lotuses; the jasmine ( sumand) is the foremost of all 
flowers growing on land; the ox-head sandalwood (gosTrsa candana ) is the foremost of all perfumed wood; 
the wish-fulfilling pearl ( cintamani ) is the foremost of jewels ( mani ); the morality of the saints (diyasfla) is 
the foremost of moralities; the indestructible deliverance ( abhedyavimukti ) is the foremost of the 
deliverances ( vimukti ); the liberations ( vimoksa ) are the foremost of the purities ( visuddhi ); the 
consideration of emptiness ( sunyatanupasyana ) is the foremost of all considerations ( anupasyand); 5 ‘ 

< 1754> nirvana is foremost of all dharmas. 52 

Thus there are numberless primacies of all kinds, and as the Buddha also is the foremost of all beings, he is 
the only one to obtain sarvajnata. 

Furthermore, from his first production of the mind of bodhi (prathamacittotpada ), the Buddha is adorned 
with great vows ( mahdpranidhdna ) and, in order to save all beings in decline, he has practiced all the good 
paths ( kusalamarga ) in a complete and exhaustive way. There are no merits that he has not accumulated or 
sufferings that he has not undergone. He has gathered into himself all the qualities (gunci) of the Buddhas. 
For these many and numberless reasons, the Buddha alone is the foremost of all beings. 

Question. - But all the Buddhas of the three times and the ten directions have the same qualities. Why do 
you say that the Buddha alone is foremost? 

Answer. -1 said that, among beings other than the Buddhas, the Buddha [260b] alone is supreme. The 
Buddhas have equal and identical qualities. 53 


V. ETYMOLOGY OF SARVAJNATA 


In the expression \sarva-jna-td\ Sana in the language of the Ts’in means ‘a \Y,jnd in the language of the 
Ts’in means ‘to know’, and td in the language of the Ts’in means ‘the fact of. 54 As 1 have said above, 
sana designates all dharmas, with form ( rupin ), etc. The Buddha knows all these dharmas in their 
characteristics, single or diverse, impure ( sdsrava ) or pure ( andsrava ), conditioned ( samskrta ) or 
unconditioned ( asamskrta ), etc. 

Each of these dharmas has their characteristics ( laksana ), their power ( bala ), their causes and conditions 
( hetupratyaya ), their fruit of retribution (vipdkaphala), their nature (prakrti ), their acquiring (prdpti ) and 

51 Adopting the variant kouan. 

52 Similar lists of ‘statements of primacy’ ( agraprajnapti ) in Majjhima, III, p. 6-7; Samyutta, III, p. 156; Anguttara, 
III, p. 364-365; V, p.21-22. 

53 Adopting the variant teng-yi. 

54 A Chinese gloss incorporated into the translation. 
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their loss ( vindsa ). It is by the power of sarvajnata that one cognizes them in a hill and exhaustive way, at 
all times and in all their aspects (akara). That is why [the Prajnaparamitasutra] says here: “The bodhisattva 
who wants to fulfill omniscience completely by means of the knowledge of the aspect of the paths 
(mdrgakdrajnata) should exert himself in the Prajnaparamita. If he wants to fulfill completely the 
knowledge of all the aspects ( sarvdkarajnata ), he should exert himself in the Prajnaparamita.” 


VI. THE KNOWLEDGE OF ALL THE ASPECTS IS PRACTICED AFTER 
OMNISCIENCE 


Question. - But as soon as he acquires complete enlightenment (sambodhi ), the Buddha completely fulfills 
both omniscience ( sai-vajnatd ) and the knowledge of all the aspects {sarvdkarajnata) by means of his 
knowledge of the paths (margajnatd). Why does [the sutra] say here that he uses omniscience to perfect the 
knowledge of all the aspects? 

Answer. - It is true that, as soon as he attains enlightenment, the Buddha completely fulfills omniscience 
and completely fulfills the knowledge of all the aspects by means of his knowledge of the paths. He could 
be compared to the king of a great country: at the time when he ascends his throne, he enters into 
possession of his territories {visaya) and his treasuries {kosa), but he has not yet opened them and used 
them. 


Third Section DESTROYING THE TRACES OF THE 
CONFLICTING EMOTIONS 


Canonical Buddhism makes the destruction of the conflicting emotions (klesaprahdna), the elimination of 
love, hate and ignorance ( rdgadvesamohaksaya ), the final goal of the religious life. It constitutes arhattva, 
sainthood (S. IV, p. 252), amrta, immortality (S. V, p. 8), Nirvana (S. IV, p. 251, 261). The destruction of 
the conflicting emotions is the result of a certain supramundane prajna which is not the same in all the 
saints, but it involves the disappearance of the conflicting emotions for all. The Buddha said: “In those who 
possess it, there is no difference between deliverance and deliverance” (Majjhima, II, p. 129; Samyutta, V, 
p.410; Anguttara, III, p. 34: Ettlw kho nesaham na kind ndndkaranam vaddmi, yadidam vimuttiya 
vimuttim). 

The enlightenment of the Buddha has been the object of many accounts (cf. E. Waldschmidt, Die 
Erleuchtung des Buddha , in Festscrift Krause, 1960, p. 214-229). They say that Sakyamuni attained 
anuttara samyaksambodhi and broke through his last klesa at the end of the third watch of the night. For the 
Sarvastivadins who have carefully worked out the timing of the night of the enlightenment (Vibhasa, T 
1545, k. 153, p. 780b29-c6; Kosa, II, p. 205-206; VI, p. 177; Traite, p. 1036), it was at the thirty-fourth 
<175 6> mind-moment that the Sage acceded to sambodhi and detached himself from the ninth category of 
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conflicting emotions of the summit of existence (bhavdgra). For these early sources, one line was enough 
to define the succession to sainthood of a disciple of the Buddha: “While this religious instruction was 
being given, the Venerable One’s mind was liberated from impurities by means of detachment.” 

At the beginnings of Buddhist speculation it is only a question of passions and destruction of the passions: 
this is the same in all the saints, arhat, pratyekabuddha and Buddha, and results immediately in 
enlightenment. 

Flowever, on simply reading the canonical and paracanonical texts, we notice that most of the disciples of 
the Buddha, even after having destroyed the conflicting emotions and attaining sainthood, often still acted 
as impassioned men subject to love, hate and ignorance. In this regard, the Traite has gathered together 
some rather significant anecdotes (cf. p. 117-123F, 1659-1661F) and will return to them later (k. 84, p. 
649c). It must be noted that the saints who no longer have conflicting emotions still carry out apparently 
impassioned actions. These lapses of behavior do not constitute faults and do not involve their 
responsibility; they are the unfortunate consequence of inveterate habits. The saints retain the traces, the 
impregnations ( vdsand ) of their emotions like sesame seeds retain the perfume of the flowers that perfumed 
them (vdsita or bhdvita ) long ago, long after the flowers have disappeared. 

Anantavarman, a commentator on the Mahavibhasa, defined the klesavdsand in these words: “In every 
sravaka who previously was subject to an emotion, a special potentiality is created by this emotion in his 
mind which is the cause of a distortion in his physical and vocal conduct: this potentiality is called ‘trace’ 
(vdsand). The trace is a mind of a special kind, morally undefined ( avydb-ta ): (Kosavyakhya, p. 647: 
Srdvakdndm yo hi yatklesacaritah purvam tasya tath~tah kdyavdkcestdvikdrahetusdmarthyavisesas citte 
vdsanety. avydh-tas cittaviseso vdsaneti. 

Innocent though they are, these actions are out of place in the saints and make them appear ridiculous. But 
there is something more serious. Some exegetists think they have found in the biographies of Sakyamuni a 
whole series of not very edifying episodes: an exaggerated kindness, insulting words, or even ignorance 
unworthy of the Great Sage. The authors of the Vibhasa (T 1545, k. 16, p. 77b4-c9) and the Traite (above, 
166IF seq.) have not attempted to evade these “embarrassing” episodes, but have washed away any 
suspicion of the Teacher by justifying his somewhat bold initiatives by excellent reasons. Moreover, they 
have not failed to reveal irrefutable proof in the life of the Buddha of his unshakeable calmness in no matter 
what circumstance, pleasant or unpleasant (T 1509, k. 27, p. 260c27-261a22). The conviction spread that 
the sravakas do not eliminate the traces of the emotions whereas the Buddhas are easily freed of them. A 
stock phrase reproduced in some lives of the Buddha (T 156, k. 6, p. 155cl3-17) or commentaries on the 
Vinaya (T 1440, k. 1, p. 504c3-7) says: “In the Buddhas, the vdsands are destroyed; in the [adepts] of the 
two Vehicles, [sravaka and pratyekabuddha], they are not. Thus the bhiksu Gavampati was always chewing 
the cud because from existence to existence he had been a cow; although he had destroyed his impurities 
(,ksinasrava ) the bhiksu (Nanda?) was always admiring himself in the mirror because from lifetime to 
lifetime he had been a courtesan; yet another bhiksu (Madhuvasistha?) leapt over walls and climbed up 
<1757> towers because he had been a monkey from lifetime to lifetime. Those are not called ‘Bhagavat’.“ 
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On the other hand, the absence of vdsands of emotions in the Buddhas, which the early biographies 
mention in passing, take on the weight of dogma in some HTnayanist sects strongly marked by 
supernaturalistic and docetic tendencies. Here the evidence of Mahavibhasa (T 1545, k. 173, p. 871c2-7; k. 
44, p.229al7-20; k. 76, p. 391c27-392a3) may be called upon: “For the Vibhajyavadins and the 
Mahasamghikas, the body of birth (janmakdya ) of the Buddha is without impurities ( andsrava ). Why do 
they say that? Because they depend on the sutra (Samyutta, III, p. 140; Anguttara, II, p. 39) where it is said: 
‘The Tathagata, born into the world, having grown up in the world, transcends the world and is not defded 
by the world’ ( Tathdgato loke jdto samvaddho lokam abhibhuyya viharati anupalitto lokena). In 
dependence on this text, they say that the body of birth of the Buddha is without impurity. These teachers 
also say: ‘The Buddha has completely and definitively destroyed all the klesas and their traces (vdsand); 
how then could his body of birth have impurities?’ ” 

The Mahayanists have resolutely adopted the lokottaravada of the Vibhajyavadins and the Mahasamghikas 
and try to define more precisely the relationship between the klesas and the klesavdsanas and the 
conditions of their respective eliminations. 

The klesas are bad dharmas that pollute the mind; the vasanas are the natural results of emotional actions. 
Unpleasant or ridiculous though they may be, the vasanas are morally undefined ( avydkrta ) and do not 
involve any responsibility. 

Affecting the mind, klesa and vasana can be destroyed only by a wisdom ( prajna ), a certain form of 
omniscience ( sarvajnatd ). 

A wisdom of a lower class that is essentially concerned with the general characteristics ( samanyalaksana ) 
of things and that belongs to the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas suffices to destroy the klesas. A higher 
wisdom concerned with the specific characteristics ( svalaksana ) as well and, for this reason, called 
‘knowledge of all the aspects’, destroys the klesas and the vasanas. This wisdom is an attribute exclusive to 
the Buddha. 

Finally, in contrast to what the early sources would have one believe, the destruction of the klesas and the 
destruction of the vasanas are not simultaneous but are separated in time by a rather long interval. 

This system which the Traite will describe in detail in the following pages is directly inspired by concepts 
developed in the Mahayanasutras and especially in the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra of which some extracts 
are given here. 

Vol. VI, no. 220, k. 363, p. 872a7-19; vol. VII, no. 220, k. 525, p. 695b27-cll: There is no difference 
between the different destructions of the conflicting emotions ( klesaprahdna ). However, the Tathagatas, 
arhats and samyaksambuddhas have entirely and definitively cut all the conflicting emotions {klesa) and the 
traces that result from them (vdsananusamdhi). The sravakas and pratyekabuddhas themselves have not yet 
definitively cut the vdsananusamdhi ... These vasanas are not really klesas. After having cut the klesas, the 
sravakas and pratyekabuddhas still retain a small part of them: semblances of love {rdga), hate {dvesa) and 
ignorance {moha) still function in their body (kdya), speech {vac) and mind {manas): this is what is called 
vdsananusamdhi. In foolish worldly people ( bdlaprthagjana ), the vasanas call forth disadvantages 
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{,anartha ), whereas among <1758F> the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas they do not. The Buddhas do not 
have all these vasandnusamdhi 

But where in the career of the bodhisattva is the destruction of the klesas and the destruction of the vasanas 
located? Are they simultaneous or consecutive? The question lends itself to controversy, but the 
Pancavimsatisahasrika, as it appeared in the Chinese version by Kumarajiva (T 223, k. 6) gives a precise 
answer: 

T 223, k. 6, p. 257b 16-17 and 259a25: Twenty dharmas must be perfectly accomplished by the bodhisattva 
who is on the seventh level: ... notably the 15 th , the overcoming of the passions ( klesavivarta ). - What is 
the overcoming of the passions by the bodhisattva? It is the destruction of all the passions 
( sarvaklesaprahana ). 

T 223, k. 6, p. 259c8-10: The bodhisattva who completely fulfills the knowledge of all the aspects 
(sarvdkdrajnata ) and has destroyed all the traces ( sarvaklesavdsand ) is a bodhisattva-mahasattva who is on 
the tenth bhumi and should be considered simply as a Buddha ( tathdgata eva veditavyah). 


Sutra (Pancavimsati, p. 21,1. 9-11; Satasahasrika, p. 67,1. 8-10). - The bodhisattva-mahasattva who wants 
to destroy the traces of all the conflicting emotions by means of knowledge should exert himself in the 
perfection of wisdom. It is thus, O Sariputra, that the bodhisattva-mahasattva should practice the perfection 
of wisdom (Sarvdkdrajnatayd klesavdsandh prahdtukdmena bodhisattvena mahdsattvena 
prajndpdramitdyam yogah karamyah. Evam eva Sariputra bodhisattvena mahdsattvena 
prajhdpdramitdydm siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

I. THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE ASPECTS LEADS IMMEDIATELY TO THE 
DESTRUCTION OF THE TRACES OF CONFLICTING EMOTIONS 


Question. - The bodhisattva obtains omniscience (sarvajhata) , the knowledge of all the aspects 
{sarvdkdrajnata) and destroys all the traces of conflicting emotion ( sarvaklesavdsand ) in one and the same 
moment of mind. Why does [the Prajnaparamitasutra] say here that he uses omniscience to completely 
fulfill the knowledge of all the aspects and that he uses the knowledge of all the aspects to destroy the 
traces of the passions? 

Answer. - It is true that all these knowledges 55 are acquired simultaneously, but here [the 
Prajnaparamitasutra] expresses itself in this way in order to bring people to believe in the Prajnaparamita. 


55 Adopting the variant yi ts ’ie tche. 
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Besides, in a <1759> following chapter, the Tch ’a-pie p ’hr 6 (Visesaparivarta), he wants beings to acquire 
pure mind ( visuddhacitta ) and this is why he expresses himself in this way. 

Moreover, although that is all acquired in a single mind-moment, there is, nevertheless, a succession with a 
beginning, a middle and an end, for every mind involves three characteristics: production ( utpdda ) which 
conditions duration ( sthiti ) and duration which conditions disappearance (y yaya). 51 And this is so for the 
mind ( citta ), mental events ( caitasikadharma ), formations dissociated from the mind 
(viprayktasamskdradharma ), physical actions ( kdyakarman ) and vocal actions ( vakkarman ). 

By means of the knowledge of the paths (mdrgajhatd), the bodhisattva completely fulfills ( paripurayati ) 
omniscience (sarvajnatd) ; by means of omniscience, he completely fulfills the knowledge of all the aspects 
( sarvdkarajnatd ); by means of the knowledge of all the aspects, he destroys the traces of the passions 
(klesavdsandh prajahdti). 

I said above (p. 1744F) that the knowledge of all the aspects ( sarvdkarajnatd ) is the same as omniscience 
(. sarvajnatd ). The knowledge of the paths ( mdrgajhatd ) is synonymous with the diamond concentration 
(vajrasamddhi) . 58 [In possession of the latter,] the Buddha first 59 produces a mind which is none other than 
omniscience or the knowledge of all the aspects and immediately his traces of the passions ( klesavdsand ) 
are destroyed. <1760> 


II. CONFLICTING EMPTIONS AND THE TRACES OF CONFLICTING 
EMOTIONS 


The characteristics of omniscience and the knowledge of all the aspects have been described above (p. 
1744F). What is destroying the traces of all the conflicting emotions ( sarvaklesaprahdna )? [260c] 


56 Adopting the variant Tch ’a-pie p ’in. This is the LXXXIVth chapter of the Chinese Pancavimsati (T 223, k. 26, p. 
411 b 15), the chapter entitled Tch 'a-pie p ’in (Visesaparivarta) in the Korean edition adopted by the Taisho, Sseu-ti 
p’in (Catuhsatyaparivarta) in the editions of the Yuan and the Ming. On pg. 411 b 19-25, the Buddha actually says to 
Subhuti: “The attributes of the bodhisattva are also the attributes of the Buddha. To know all the aspects is to acquire 
the knowledge of all the aspects (sarvdkarajnatd) and to destroy all the traces of the passions (klesavdsand). The 
bodhisattva will attain this attribute whereas the Buddha, by means of a wisdom associated with a single moment of 
mind (ekaksanasamprayuktaprajnd), already knows all the dharmas and has acquired anuttara samyaksambodhi. 
This is the difference (visesa) between the bodhisattva and the Buddha. It can be compared to the difference between 
the candidate for the [first] fruit of the Path (phalapratipannaka) and the holder of this same fruit (phalaprdpta): 
both are aryas, but there is a difference between the holder and the candidate.” 

57 These are the characteristics of every conditioned dharma: cf. p. 1163F, n. 1. 

58 Concentration also called vajropamasamadhi: cf. p. 242F, n. 1, 1068F, 1325F, 1341F, 1503F. 

59 Adopting the variant tch ’ou fa. 
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In brief, the passions ( klesa ) are the three poisons ( trivisa) - [desire ( rdga ), hatred ( dvesa ), ignorance 
(, moha )]; at length, these are the ninety-eight perverse tendencies (, anusaya ) of the three worlds. The traces 
of the passions ( klesavdsand) are the residual emanations of passion. 

If certain physical or vocal actions are not in accordance with wisdom ( na jndnanuparivartin), they seem to 
come from the passions {klesa), and those who do not know the minds of others (paracitta ) see them as 
such and experience a feeling of horror ( asuci ). In reality, it is not truly a matter of passion, but those who 
have given themselves up to the passions for a long time carry out actions of this kind. 

Thus a prisoner who has been laden with chains for a long time, once he is liberated, moves with a hesitant 
walk even though he no longer is in chains. A nurse’s clothes that have been stained for a long time, even 
though they are washed and scrubbed with pure ash, still remain impregnated with the smell of the stains. 

In the same way, the stains of the mind {cittamala) in the saint are like the passions and, even though he has 
washed his passions with the water of wisdom, the traces {vdsand) remain in him. 


III. THE TRACES OF PASSION PERSIST IN THE SAINTS 


The saints ( bhadrarya ) other [than the Buddha] destroy the passions but do not destroy the traces. 

Thus, although he had attained the bodhi of the arhats, Nan-t’o (Nanda), 60 as a result of the traces of lust 
{rdgavdsand), in the presence of a large assembly of men and women, first stared at the women and then, 
raising his voice, preached the Dharma. 

Out of traces of anger ( krodhavdsand ), when the Buddha accused him of eating impure food, Cho-li-fou 
(Sariputra) spat out his food <1761> and never again accepted an invitation. 61 Sariputra then added this 
stanza: 

It is a habitual offender, a false mind. 

An ignorant and lazy person. 

Never again will 1 allow him 
To come in and stay near me. 62 

Out of traces of hatred {dvesavdsand), after the Buddha’s nirvana when the Dharma was being compiled, 
Mo-ho-kia-cho (Mahakasyapa) ordered Ananda to confess six duskrta misdeeds, then, taking him by the 


60 Saundarananda: seep. 117-118F, 286-287F, 1545F. 

61 This incident has been told in hill above (p. 118-122F, 1632F) supported by a jataka. See also Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 


16, p. 77bl-2. 

62 This stanza concerns the vaisya who had inconsiderately reserved some fancy tidbits for Sariputra. 
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hand, he expelled him from the assembly, saying: “We cannot compile the Dharma with you, unclean man, 
whose impurities have not been destroyed.” 63 

Pi-ling-kia-p ’o-ts ’o (Pilindavatsa) was always insulting the deity of the Ganges treating her like a slave 
(vrsala). 64 

Out of traces of monkey antics, Mo-t 'eou-p ’o-ho-tcha (Madhuvasistha) sometimes leapt from coat-rack to 
beam, from beam to shed and from shed to the tower. 65 

Out of bovine traces ( govdsand), Kiao-fan-po-t’i (Gavampati) was always spitting up his food and then 
swallowing it back again. 66 

While having destroyed their impurities ( ksmasrava ), saints such as these still have the traces of passion. 
Thus when [ordinary] fire has burned the fuel, there remain the ashes and charcoal, for the strength of the 
fire is so weak that it cannot consume them. 


IV. THE TRACES OF PASSION ARE DESTROYED IN THE BUDDHA 


At the end of the kalpa, the [cosmic] fire consumes the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu of which nothing 
remains, for the strength of this fire is very great. The fire of the Buddha’s omniscience is also very great: it 
consumes the passions without leaving any trace ( vascma). <1762> 

Thus, when a brahman addressed five hundred harmful words ( parusyavada ) to the Buddha in the full 
assembly, the Buddha neither changed color nor feeling. And when the same brahman, his mind having 
been tamed, retracted and praised the Buddha with five hundred eulogies, the Buddha [261a] manifested 
neither pleasure (priti ) nor satisfaction (attamanas). 1 <1764> In blame ( ninda) as in praise ( prasamsa), his 
feelings and his color remain unchanged. 


63 On the wrangles between Mahakasyapa and Ananda during the First Council, see above, p. 93-97F. 

64 Pilindavatsa: cf. p. 121-122F, 1439F, 1661F, and later, k. 84, p. 649cl4-17. 

65 Madhuvasistha: cf. p. 1659-1660F and later k. 84, p. 649cl0-13. 

66 Gavampati: cf. p. 1659F. See also Tch’ou tch’ou king, T 730, p. 527a2-4. 

67 This concerns a young brahman of the Bharadvaja clan whose name was Pingika or Paingika in Sanskrit, 
Pingiyanin in Pali and whose surname was Akrosaka, the insulter. The Traite, which will speak of him again at k. 
84, p. 649c 18-21, tells that he spoke five hundred insults and five hundred praises to the Buddha in succession. It 
repeats the version of the Vibhasa (T 1545, k. 76, p. 392a28-b2) where it is said: “The Buddha was insulted directly 
in five hundred strophes by a Bharadvaja brahman: example of blame (ninda); and this same brahman, at the same 
time, returned these five hundred strophes and directly praised the Buddha: example of praise (prasamsa ).” But for 
the canonical sources, blame and praise were pronounced at two different occasions ans were the object of two 
distinct sutras, the Akkosasutta of the Samyutta and the Pingiyanisutta of the Anguttara. 

I. Akkossasutta of the Samyutta, I, p. 161-163: 
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The Buddha was dwelling at Rajagaha at the Veluvana in the Kalandakanivapa. Akkosaka-Bharadvaja 
came to find him and, furious to learn that his brother Samana had just entered the bhiksu community, he insulted 
and outraged the Blessed One with coarse and harmful words ( bhagavantam asabbhahipharusahi vacahi cikkosati 
paribhasati). The Buddha’s only response was to ask him if sometimes he welcomed friends and relatives at his 
home and if, in the affirmative, he offered them food. Akkosaka acknowledged that sometimes that happened. And if 
the guests refuse the food that you offer them, said the Buddha, to whom does this food belong? - It returns to me, 
answered the brahman. In the same way, continued the Buddha, by not responding to your insults by means of 
insults, we let you take them into account: it is to you that they return, O brahman ( tav-ev-etam brahmana hoti). 

Akkosaka thought that the Buddha would be angry with him, but the latter set him straight by addressing 
four stanzas to him (also mentioned in the Theragatha, v. 441-444) which say in substance: From where would anger 
come to the man without anger? Not answering anger with counter-anger is to win a difficult victory. 

At these words, Akkosaka expressed his admiration for the Buddha, took refuge in the Three Jewels and 
asked to leave the world (pabbajja) and for ordination ( upasampada'). In a short while he reached the summit of 
religious life and attained arhathood. 

For the Commentary to the Samyutta, I, p.229, Akkosaka-Bharadvaja had come to insult the Buddha in 
five hundred strophes ( pancagathasatehi Tathagatam cikkoscinto dgato), which means that he insulted the Buddha 
‘by means of the ten bases of insults’ ( dasahi akkosavatthuh cikkosati) the details of which are in Vin. IV, p. 7 and 
the Commentary to the Dhammapada, I, p. 211-212: “You are a thief (com), a fool (bdla), a silly thing ( mulha ), a 
camel ( ottha ), an ox (gona ), an ass (gadmbha), a hell being (nerayika); you have only a bad destiny in view ( duggati 
yeva tuyham pdtikahkha). "According to the Anguttara, III, p. 252, a bhiksu who pronounces such insuolts would be 
guilty of the five heinous crimes. 

The Pali Akkosasutta has its Sanskrit correspondents in the Agamas: Samyukta, T 99, no. 1152, k. 42, p. 
307al0-b9, and T 100, no. 75, k. 4, p. 400bl0-cl0. Both Sanskrit sutras differ considerably from the Pali suttanta. 
They place the event not at Rajagrha, but at SravastI in the Jetavana in the garden of Anathapindada; they designate 
the brahman not by the name Akrosaka but under his personal name: the manava Pin-k’i-kia (Piiigika) or Pei-yi 
(Piiigiya); finally and in particular, they are silent about the conversion of the brahman, his entry into religion and 
his reaching arhathood. In T 99, l.c., the brahman is pardoned only for his coarseness by the use of the commonplace 
phrase: atyayo Gotama yathd bcilo yathd mudho, yatjdvyakto yathakusalo... 

II. Pingiyanisutta of Snguttara, III, p. 239-240: 

One day the Blessed One was dwelling at Vesall at Mahavana in the Kutagarasala and five hundred 
Licchavis came to pay their respects to him. Among them, the brahman Pingiyanin (var. Piiigiyani) had a sudden 
illumination (patibhd) and the Buddha asked him to explain it. The brahman then addressed a stanza of homage 
appropriate to the occasion to the Lord: 

Padumam yathd kokanadam sugandham 
pdto siya phullam avitagandham / 

ahgirasam passa virocamdnam 

tapantam adiccam iv’ antalikkhe // 
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When the brahmina Tchan-tcho (Cinca) attached a wooden disk to her belly (udare darumandalikam 
baddva), [pretending to be pregnant], and slandered the Buddha, the latter did not redden with shame (hri) 
and, once the trick was revealed, did not redden with joy {priti). 6i 


“As the red lotus flower with sweet perfume expands in the morning without having lost its perfume, see 
how the Aiiglrasa shines and how he glows like the sun in the firmament.” [Stanza also cited in Samyutta, I, p. 81; 
Jataka,I, p. 116; Visuddhomagga, ed. Warren, p. 326.] 

Then the Licchavis covered the brahman Pingiyanin with their five hundred lower cloaks ( uttcirasafigha ) 
and the latter in turn covered the Buddha with them. 

Finally, the Buddha revealed to the Licchavis the five jewels ( ratana ) rarely appearing in the world. 

The episode told here by the Pingiyanisutta is reproduced with a some variants in many Sanskrit-Chinese 

sources: 

a. Sanskrit Mahaparinirvanasutra, ed. E. Waldscmidt, p. 182. 

b. DIrghagama, T 1, k. 2, p. 14al 1-25. 

c. Fo pan ni yuan king, T 5, k. 1, p. 164al3-20. 

d. Pan ni yuan king, T 6, k. 1, p. 179bl5-c2. 

<?. Mahlsasaka Vin., T 1421, k. 20, p. 135cl8-136a2. 

f. Dharmaguptaka Vin., T 1428, k. 40, p. 856b3-18. 

g. Mulasarv. Vin., T 1448, k. 7, p. 28cl4-29a2. 

h. Ibid., T 1451, k. 36, p. 386M0-22. 

In all these texts, the brahman is called Paingika or Piiigikci. Source a reproduces it literally; sources b to/ 
designate it by transliteration by means of the Chinese characters Ping-ki, Pin-tseu, Ping-ki, Pin-k’i-ye, Pin-k’i-yang- 
t ’ou; sources g and h translate it as Kouang-che ‘Vast ornament’ and Houang-fa ‘Yellow hair’ respectively. 

In the same texts, Pingika addresses several stanzas to the Buddha whereas the Pingiyanisutta mentions 

only one. 

III. Pancarajanosutta of the Samyutta, I, p. 79-81: 

This sutta takes place in Savatthi. Five kings, led by Pasenadi, entered into a discussion in regard to the 
five objects of sense enjoyment ( kdmaguna ), viz., color, sound, smell, taste and touch, and they wondered which was 
the best. They went to consult the Buddha who told them that it was necessary to take into account the tastes and 
preferences of each one: the sense-object that called forth the most pleasure is the best. 

The upasaka Candanangalika present in the assembly reproduces exactly the same words and gestures of 
Pingiyanin described in the preceding sutta: he pronounces the same stanza and covers the Buddha with five cloaks 
that had been offered to him by the five kings. 

Two Sanskrit sutras incorporated in the Samyuktagama correspond to this Pali sutta: i) T 99, no. 1149, k. 
42, p. 306a21-cl; ii) T 100, no. 72, k. 4, p. 399b28-c29. But whereas the first sutra also has the upasaka Tchen-t’an 
(Candana), the second substitutes the brahman Pei-yi, i.e., Piiigiya. 

In addition, the Ekottara (T 125, k. 25, p. 681cl3-683a5) contains a developed version of the same sutra of 
the five kings, but it has neither Candana nor Piiigiya. 

68 On the trick and punishment of Cinca, see p. 123F, 509F. 
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When the Buddha turned the Wheel of Dharma ( dharmacakra ) and a cry of admiration arose from the ten 
directions, the mind of the Buddha was not thrilled. 69 

At the death of Souen-t’o-li (Sundarf). when evil rumors were spread in regard to the Buddha, his mind 
knew no despondency.™ 

In the land of A-lo-p 7 (Ajavi), a cold wind ( sftavdta ) was blowing and there were many thorny broom 
plants, but the Buddha satand lay down there without feeling any discomfort. 71 

During the summer retreat ( varsa ) when he was staying in the [Trayastrimsa] heaven in the Houan-hi-yuan 
(Nandanavana), he was seated on the Kien-p ’o-che (Kambalasila), soft and pure like the gods’ silk ribbons, 
but he felt no pleasant sensation ( sukhavedana). 72 <1766> And when the great devarajas, on their knees, 
offered him celestial foods ( divyani bhaksyabhojyani), he did not consider them to be exquisite. 


69 After the sennon at Benares, the terrestrial yaksas uttered a cry of joy that was taken up by all the deities of the 
desire realm and the form realm, from the Caturmaharajikas up to the Brahmakayikas: cf. Pali Vin., p. 11-12; 
Mahlsasaka Vin., T 1421, k. 15, p. 104c; Dhannagupta Vin., T 1428, k. 32, p. 788b-c; Mulasarv. Vim., T 1450, k. 6, 
p. 128a; Catusparisatsutra, p. 154-156; Lalitavistara, p. 401; Mahavastu, III, p. 334-335. 

The Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 76, p. 392a23-26, also comments: At the moment of the Buddha’s birth, his name 
went up to the Paranirmitavasavartins; at the moment of his enlightenment, up to the Akanistha gods; at the time of 
turning the Wheel, up to the palaces of the Mahabrahmas. 

70 On the murder of Sundarl falsely imputed to the Buddha, cf. p. 507F, 1572-73F; later, k. 84, p. 649c23-25. 

71 Alavaka sutta of Anguttara, I, p. 136-138 (Tseng-yi-a-han, T 125, k. 20, p. 650a20-cl 1): Evam me sutam. Ekam 
samayam Bhagava Alaviyam viharati Gomagge Simsapavanepannsanthare. Atha kho Hatthako Alavako 
janghaviharam ... sukham senti aham tesam annataro ti. 

Transl. - Thus have I heard. Once the Blessed One was staying in Alavi at the Ox Path in the Simsapa 
(Dalbergia sisu ) forest, on the ground strewn with leaves. 

Then Hastaka of Alavi who was walking about saw the Blessed One at the Ox Path in the Simsapa forest 
seated on the ground strewn with leaves. Having seen him, he came near the Blessed One and, having approached, 
he bowed to the Blessed One and sat down to one side. Sitting down at one side, Hastaka of Alavi said to the 
Blessed One: 

“Tell me, sir, is the Blessed One sitting comfortably?” 

“Yes, my prince, I am sitting comfortably. I am one of those who are comfortable in this world.” 
“Nevertheless, sir, the winter nights are cold; the fifteenth of the month is the time of snowfall; the ground 
trodden by the cows’ hoofs is hard; the layer of leaves is thin; the leaves of the trees are scattered; the saffron robes 
are cold and the Vairambhaka wind is blowing.” 

Then the Blessed One answered: “Nevertheless, my prince, I am comfortable. I am one of those who, im 
this world, is comfortable.” 

- At k. 84, p. 649c27-28, the Traite will come back to this episode. For Hastaka Atavika, see above, p. 562- 
565F and notes. 

72 In the seventh year of his public ministry, the Buddha, who has just carried out the great miracle at SravastI, 
following the example of his predecessors, went to preach the Dharma (some texts specify the Abhidharma) in the 
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Trayastrimsa heaven where his mother Maya had taken rebirth. In the shadow of a Parikdta koviddrci tree (Erythrina 
indica), seated on Sakra’s throne, the Pandukambalasild (Stone of white wool), he prolonged his teaching for the 
three months of the summer season ( varsa ). Seven days afterwards, escorted by Brahma on his right and Sakra on 
his left, he descended from the heavens of the Trayastrimsas by way of a wondrous triple staircase and set foot on 
earth at Samkasya, in the Apajjura forest, at the foot of the Udumbcira tree (Ficus glomerata). 

All these details are summarized in the Avadanasataka, II, p. 89,1. 4-6; 94,1. 15-16. 

The second part of this miracle designated in the texts by the name Devdvatara “Descent from the gods” 
or Samkassanagare orohanam “Descent into the city of Samkasya” has already been studied above (p. 634-636F and 
n.), but we must return to the first part, the Sennon to the Trayastrimsa gods. 

All these details are summarized in the Avadanasataka, II, p. 89,1. 4-6; 94,1. 15-16: Buddho bhagavdrt... 
devesu trayastrimsesu varsa upagatahpandukambalasildyam ...nagare Apajjure dave Udumbaramule. 

The second part of this miracle designated in the texts under the name of Devdvatara ‘Descent from the 
gods’ has already been studied above (p. 634-636F and n.), but we should return to the first part, the Sennon to the 
Trayastrimsa gods. 

The suttas of the Pali Vinaya do not mention it. The Samyutta, V, p. 367, mentions an appearance of the 
Buddha in the Trayastrimsa heaven but without giving the circumstances. On the other hand, the Ekottaragama 
(T125, k. 29, p. 346al4-347b26) dedicates lengthy pages to this miracle of which the Samyuktagama also was 
aware. The Arthapadasutra (T 198, k. 2, p. 184c24-186c26), which is part of the Basket of the Ksudrakas, has the 
nun Utpalavama welcoming the Buddha on his descent from the heaven, and cites a few stanzas which have their 
correspondents in verses 955 to 964 of the Pali Suttanipata. 

The postcanonical literature gives a prominent place to the occasion with which we are concerned. Among 
the Sanskrit-Chinese sources may be mentioned the Legends d’Asoka (Divyavadana, p. 394,1. 3-5; T 99, k. 23, p. 
169c22-24; T 2042, k. 2, p. 104a23-24; T 2043, k. 2, p. 138a9-10) and especially the Avadanasataka, II, p. 89-97 and 
its abridged Chinese translation in T 200, k. 9, p. 247a-b. Among the Pali sources may be mentioned the 
Mahaniddesa, II, p. 447-448; the commentaries of the Suttanipata, p. 570, the Jatakas, IV, p. 265 and especially the 
Dhammapada, III, p. 216-223 (tr. Burlingame, III, p. 47-52). 

Most of these sources insist on the enonnous dimensions of the Pandukambakaslla, Sakra’s throne, on 
which the Buddha was sitting. The Commentary of the Dhammapada (III, p. 217) attributes sixty leagues in length 
and fifty leagues in width, but when the Buddha occupied it, it was reduced to the size of a drum ( nicapiihaka ). The 
unusual shape of this throne has pennitted A. Foucher (Art greco-bouddhique du Gandhara, I, p. 483-486) to 
recognize, on a bas-relief of the Sikri stupa, a representation of the Sermon to the Trayastrimsa gods: the Buddha, 
seated in padmasana, his right hand raised in abhayamudra, is sitting in the shade of the Pdrijdta on the 
Kambalasila. He is surrounded by six individuals who may be recognized, from bottom to top, as two orants, 
Vajrapani and Maya, Brahma and Sakra. Much more numerous are the representations of the Descent into 
Samkasya. A few have been noted above (p. 634F, n.): a scuplture at Butkara may be added (D. Facenna, II, 2, pi. 
CCXXXIII) reproducing the three staircases, the gods Brahma and Sakra, the nun Utpalavama and three leafy trees 
on three superimposed levels: the Parijata nd the Kovidada adorning the Trayastrimlsa heaven, and the Udumbara 
growing at Samkasya. 
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When he ate oats (yciva) at P ’i-lan-jo (Vairambhya, Veranja), he did not find that to be painful. 73 And when 
the great kings presented him with superior food, he did not consider that to be a godsend. 

Coming into the village of the brahmans ( brdhmanagrdma ), he had to return with an empty bowl ( dhautena 
patrena ), but he did not consider that to be a loss. 74 

When T’i-p ’o-to (Devadatta) pushed a rock down from the height of Grdhrakutaparvata to crush the 
Buddha, he did not feel any hatred ( pratigha ). 75 At that time, Lo-heou-lo (Rahula) praised the Buddha with 
a mind of respect, but the Buddha felt no gratitude for it. 

A-cho-che (Ajatasatru) unleashed drunken elephants intending to kill the Buddha, but the latter was not 
afraid and tamed the mad elephants. 76 Their respect doubled ( gurukdra ), the inhabitants came out with 
perfumed flowers and ornaments (dbharana ) to offer to the Buddha, but the latter experienced no joy. 


- During the t’ai-che period (265-274), Dharmaraksa translated a long sutra of clearly Mahayanist 
tendency entitled in Chinese Fo cheng t’ao li t’ien wei mou chouo ha king ‘The Buddha went up to the Trayastrimsa 
gods and preached the Dharma to his mother’ (T 815). Later (k. 32, p. 3012bl6-c5), the Traite refers to it under the 
name of San-che-san-t’ien-p ’in king ‘Sutra on the section of the gods of the Thirty-three’, and will cite a long 
extract. 

73 To the references given above (P. 124F, n. 1), add the Mulasarv. Vin. in Gilgit Manuscripts, III, part I, p. 24,1. 8- 
48,1. 4 and its Chinese version in T 1448, k. 10-11, p. 45a-48c9. 

74 See above (p. 457-463) the detailed story of the Buddha’s alms-round at Sala. 

75 Cf. p. 874, n. 3. 

76 A brief allusion to the miracle of the subjugation of the elephant Nalagiri or Dhanapala. The stories of this 
miracle can be arranged into three groups: 1) the sources that present it as a miracle of loving-kindness; 2) those that 
make it into a miracle of magic; 3) the late versions, somewhat aberrant, where the meaning of the miracle does not 
appear clearly. 

I. The subjugation as a miracle of loving-kindness 

The earliest sources have it that the Buddha converted the animal by means of the radiation of his loving¬ 
kindness ( maitri ). There is an old belief that fierce animals, especially snakes, are sensitive to the good feelings 
expressed towards them. 

1. Pali Vinaya, II, p. 194-196: 

In Rajagrha at that time there was the elephant Nalagiri, fierce ( canda ) and a killer of men 
( manussaghdtaka). Devadatta went to find its mahouts and, taking advantage of his influence over king Ajatasatru, 
ordered them to loose the animal against the Buddha when the latter entered Rajagrha. This was done. The next day, 
surrounded by many monks, the Buddha came to the city to beg his food. The elephant was unleashed and, with its 
trunk erect ( sandatn ussapetva), ears and tail rigid ( pahatthakannavala ), rushed against the Teacher. The monks 
begged the Buddha to go back, but the latter reassured them that no aggression coming from the exterior could 
deprive him of his life. 

Frightened, the population of Rajagrha took refuge on the roof-tops and made wagers as to who would 
win, the man-elephant (the Buddha) or the animal-elephant (Nalagiri). 
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Then the Blessed One penetrated Nalagiri with a mind of loving-kindness ( Nalagirim mettena cittena 
phciri) and, lowering its trunk ( sondam oropetva), the animal stopped in front of the Buddha who caressed its 
forehead with his right hand ( dakkhinena hatthena hatthissa kumbham pardmasanto), saying: 

O elephant, do not attack the Elephant; this attack would be shameful. 

There can be no good destiny in the beyond for the one who kills the Elephant. 

Flee from drunkenness ( mada ) and laziness ( pamada ); the lazy miss the good destinies. 

Act in such a way as to attain a good destiny. 

At these words, Nalagiri gathered the sand-grains covering the feet of the Blessed One in his trunk and 
spread them on top of its head; then, still kneeling, it backed away, always keeping the Buddha in sight. 

It was on this occasion that the people chanted the following stanza (see also Majjhima, II, p. 105; 
Theragatha, v. 878): 

Some tame them with blows of the stick, with pitchforks or with whips; 

With neither stick nor weapon was the elephant tamed by the Great Sage. 

2. Jataka, V, p. 333-337: 

The Cullahamsajataka (no. 533) reproduces the preceding source, not without adding numerous details. 
When the Buddha made his entry into Rajagrha, he was accompanied by many monks coming from the eighteen 
monasteries situated in the neighborhood of the city. Seeing the rush of the elephant, the eighteen great abbots, 
Sariputra, etc., suggested that they would tame the animal, but the Buddha refused thir offer and asked them to 
remain in their place. The good Ananda insisted on staying beside the Blessed One in order to be killed before him, 
and the Blessed One had to use his magical powers to put him back beside his colleagues. 

The sources that follow have it that, at the approach of the elephant, all the arhat monks except for Ananda 
fled shamefully, and they will contrast their cowardice with the complete devotion of the preferred disciple, It is 
possible that this not very edifying incident was part of the original story but that the Pali texts passed over it in 
silence so as not to cause any trouble in the Samgha. However, the Ceylonese Theravadins were aware of it by way 
of an indiscretion (?) of the Milindapanha, the Pali version of an original Prakrit seemingly coming from the north¬ 
west of India. In this version (p. 207-208), king Milinda (Menander) asked Nagasena how it was possible that arhats 
supposed to be free of all fear took flight before the elephant. 

3. Mahlsasaka Vinaya, T 1431, k. 3, p. 19b24-c26: 

This source is very close to the Pali Vinaya, but here it is King Ajatasatru himself who urged the mahouts 
to loose the mad elephant after having made it drunk. All the disciples abandoned the Buddha with the exception of 
Ananda. 

4 and 5. Kasmirian Vinaya, T 1464, k. 5, p. 871c20-872bl7; Sarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1435, k. 36, p. 

262al l-263a6: A longer version than the preceding ones. Warned by Devadatta seven days in advance, the mahout 
watched for the Buddha’s coming and was warned of his approach by a series of wonders which are usual whe the 
Blessed One enters the gates (indrakfla) of a city: the elephants trumpet ( hastinah kroncanti), the horses neigh ( asva 
hesante ), the bulls bellow (rscibhd garjanti), etc., etc. This is a stock phrase occurring frequently in the texts 
(Divyavadana, p. 250-251; 364-365; Avadanasataka, I, p. 109; Mahavastu, I, p. 308). To convert the elephant 
Dhanapala, the Buddha entered into the concentration on loving-kindness ( maitnsamddhi ), caressed its forehead and 
taught it the Dhanna. Finally, for the edification of the crowd who were cheering him, he entered into the 
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concentration of the brilliance of fire (tejodhatusamadhi) and, emitting all kinds of rays, he accomplished the twin 
miracle ( yamakapratiharya ) of water and fire. This miracle, accomplished by the Buddha in other circumstances, is 
described here in stereotyped tenns: see, e.g., Catusparisatsutra, p. 318; Divyavadana, p. 161; Mahavastu, III, p. 115- 
116; Sumangalavilasinl, I, p. 57. 

For the Theravadins, only the Buddhas are able to perfom the yamakapratiharya: it is a privilege they do 
not share with the sravakas: asadharanam savakehi (Comm, of the Dhammapada, III, p. 213,1. 18; Jataka, IV, p. 

265,1. 12-13; Visuddhimagga, p. 331,1. 14) and actually, in the Pali sources, we never see a disciple accomplish this 
miracle. For the Sarvastivadins, on the other hand, the yamakaprdtihdrci is common to the Tathagata as well as all 
the sravakas: Tathagatasya sarvasravakasadharana rddhih (Divyavadana, p. 161,1. 13; Mulasarv. Vin., T 1451, k. 
26, p. 332a27, and in the Sanskrit sources, many disciples accomplish it: Yasas or Yasodha (Mahavastu, III, p. 410, 

1. 5-10), Kalodayin (P’ou yao king, T 186, k. 8, p. 534c6-15), Urubilvakasyapa (Samyukta, T 99, k. 38, p. 279b29- 
c5; Catusparisatsutra, p. 348), Panthaka (Divyavadana, p. 494,1. 18-23), the five hundred co-sisters of Mahaprajapati 
(Ekottara, T 125, k. 50, p. 822a3-9). 

- Returning to Dhanapala, the Kasmir Vinaya, l.c., has it that once it was converted, it abstained from 
eating grass for seven days and, after its death, it was reborn among the Caturmaharajikas. 

6 and 7. Buddhacartita by Asvaghosa (T 192, k. 4, p. 40a2-41b3; E. H. Johnson, The Buddha’s Mission 
and Last Journey, Acta Orientalia, XV, 1937, p. 57-60) and Buddhacarita compiled by Samgharaksa (T 194, k. 2, p. 
136a21-c5). 

In their poetic tales of the deeds of the Buddha, these two authors, supposedly contemporaries of Kaniska, 
again insist on the miraculous power ( prabhava ) of the Buddha’s loving-kindness. 

II. The subjugation as a miracle of magic. 

In his Vie du Buddha, 1949, p. 289, A. Foucher makes the following comment: “Count on the devotees to 
spoil all the charm (of this episode) while claiming to embellish it. According to the informants of Hiuan-tsang, as 
also according to the Nepali miniatures and the Chinese drawings, it was the five lions that sprang from the 
outstretched fingers of Sakyamuni that were charged with keeping the elephant at bay. Neither can the deeds and the 
mind of the Great Being be basely betrayed nor be exalted.” 

I [Lamotte] share the indignation of my illustrious teacher, but I am somewhat less severe in respect to the 
humble cicerones of Rajagrha who, by informing Hiuan-tsang in this way were only repeating a lesson based on a 
long literary tradition. 

Indeed, there are numerous texts that have it that Sakyamuni tamed Dhanapala, not so much by his 
spiritual power, but by the brute force of his magic. To support this new version of the facts, it sufficed for them to 
use a banal cliche in the words of which the Blessed One tamed wild animals “by making five hairy maned lions 
appear, with two masses of fire on the right and on the left and above a huge iron rock” or else a fiery ditch. The 
cliche often appears in the Sanskrit collections of tales such as the Avadanasataka, I, p. 331,1. 12-13: Tato 
bhagavatd purastatpahea kesarinah satadhdrinah simhd nirmitd vame daksine ca pdrsve dvav agniskandhav 
suparistan mahaty ayomayTsila. 

The sources that exploit this cliche - mostly Sarvastivadin in origin - do not fail to insist on the flight of the 
arhats and on Ananda’s devotion; they are also interested in the fate of the elephant after its conversion. 
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1) Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya. - The episode of Dhanapalaka in its original text appears in the manuscript 
of the Saiighabhedavastu (fol. 491b-493b) found by G. Tucci in Pakistan in 1957. He was kind enough to send me 
[Lamotte] a copy prepared by the care of Prof. Raniero Gnoli, to both of whom I am indebted for their kindness. The 
essence of the story has been translated into Italian by G. Tucci, II trono di diamante, 1967, p. 265-266. See also the 
Chinese translation by Yi-tsing in T 1450, k. 19, p. 197b28-198c6. 

At the invitation of a wealthy householder, the Buddha accompanied by five hundred monks went to 
Rajagrha. He was challenged from the heights of the ramparts by Ajatasatru and Devadatta who had plotted his 
death. The Teacher announced to them that he was going to manifest his marvelous power. When the elephant 
Dhanapalaka rushed against him, the Blessed One on the palm of his right hand created by magic five maned lions 
with ribbons on their heads; having smelled their scent, the elephant began to flee, releasing urine and excrement. By 
virtue of the Blessed One, all the directions in space began to flare up into one great mass of fire with the exception 
of the spot where the Blessed One was standing where there was perfect calm. After a moment of panic, 

Dhanapalaka approached the Blessed One slowly and the latter caressed his head with his hand marked with the 
marks of the wheel and the svastika, a hand resulting from many hundreds of merits and capable of reassuring the 
frightened. Speaking to the elephant in stanzas, the Buddha reproached him for his past behavior and taught him the 
three seals of Dharma, sarvasamskdrd anityah, etc. 

The Buddha then entered into the house of the householder who had invited him. The elephant who was 
following him tried to enter as well but only succeeded in demolishing the house. The Blessed One changed the 
house into rock crystal so that the elephant could see him without difficulty. 

When the meal was over, the Blessed One left the walls of Rajagrha to go back to his monastery. 
Dhanapalaka tried to follow him but was seized by the mahouts ( hastiddmaka ) and put into iron chains. Thus 
deprived of the sight of the Buddha, the animal crushed its trunk with its foreleg and died asphyxiated ( sa 
bhagavantam upasyam padena sunddm avastabhya kdlagatah). 

Dhanapalaka was reborn anting the Caturmaharajika gods and, in this paradise, went to the Venuvana to 
meet the Buddha again and covered him with flowers. The Blessed One preached the Dharma to him and this ‘son of 
the gods who had been an elephant’ {nagapurvidevaputrah) saw the noble Truths and obtained the srotaapattiphala. 

2) Mahavibhasa, T 1545, k. 83, p. 429al2-b2: 

On the invitation of a vaisya, accompanied by a crowd of monks, the Blessed One came down from 
Grdhrakutaparvata and went to Rajagrha. King Ajatasatru, instigated by Devadatta, loosed the mad drunken elephant 
Dhanapala against him. The Tathagata extended his right hand and, from the ends of his five fingers, there sprang 
forth five lions. At the sight of them, the elephant looked about, took fright and fled. At once the Buddha created 
magically a deep ditch five hundred cubits in width. Seeing this, the astonished elephant looked from right to left, 
but from right to left the Buddha magically created high walls ready to collapse. The panic-stricken elephant then 
looked upward, but the Buddha created magically in the air a huge flaming rock threatening to fall down. Seeing 
this, the terrified elephant looked everywhere, but the Buddha everywhere magically created burning fires. Only near 
the Buddha was there any coolness and calm. ( tato bhagavatd daksine karatale paiica simhdh kesarinah 
pattadhdrino ... pcidamulam santam santibhutam adhisthitam). . The elephant awoke from its drunkenness, 
approached slowly and the Buddha made the five lions disappear. The elephant rubbed the Buddhas feet with its 
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trunk, the Buddha caressed its forehead and, borrowing the language of elephants, preached the Dharrna to it: 
sarvasamskara anityah, etc. 

Dhanapala became disgusted with its animal destiny and abstained from eating and drinking. He died and 
was reborn among the Trayastrimsa gods. Remembering the benefits of the Buddha, he went to him: the Blessed 
One preached him the Dharrna and the new god saw the four noble Truths. 

[For the punishment of the flaming wheel of fire (jvalitanalam cakram ayasam) anned with double-edged 
swords (i asidharam ) turning above the head of the guilty, see the legend of Maitrakanyaka (Maitrayajna) in 
Divyavadana, p. 605; Mahakarmavibhaiiga, ed. S. Levi, p. 54; Avadanasataka, I, p. 202, etc.] 

3) Ekottaragama, T 125, k. 9, p. 590a8-591a7: 

The Buddha was at Rajagrha in the Kalandaka Venuvana and was expecting to go the next day into the city 
on his begging-round. Devadatta proposed to king Ajatasatru to loose the fierce elephant Nalagiri against him. The 
king agreed and proclaimed that the animal would be loosed the next day and that consequently traffic in the city 
would be forbidden. Devadatta commented to the king that if the Buddha were truly omniscient he would be careful 
not to leave his monastery. 

Buddhist sympathizers went in a crowd to the Venuvana; they warned the Buddha of the plot and begged 
him not to enter the city. The Teacher reassured them: “Let the upasakas not be worried. The body of the Tathagata 
is not an ordinary body. Nothing can harm him.” And the Buddha went into a long explanation of cosmography 
where he described the entire cosmic system from the CaturdvTpaka up to the Trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu. He 
concluded: “If the Airavana elephants, equal in number to that of all the plants and trees, filled all these universes 
and came to attack the Tathagata, they would be unable to shake a single hair on his body. The magic power 
(rddhibala) of the Tathagata is inconceivable. 

The next day, accompanied by five hundred monks, the Buddha went on his alms-round to Rajagrha. 
Thousands of myriads of deities came to join him: the four Caturmaharajikadevas (Dhrtarastra, Virudhaka, 
Virupaksa, Vaisravana), Sakra and Brahma Devaraja, accompanied by their respective entourages. The fourfold 
community of Rajagrha went to welcome him and the sound of their shouts reached the king’s ears. When the 
Buddha enterd the city gate, the heaven and the earth trembled and from the skies the deities threw flowers. 

However, the elephant Nalagiri, drunk on arack and holding a sword in its trunk, rushed against the 
Buddha. The five hundred monks fled headlong and the good Ananda, not keeping to his place, took refuge behind 
the Buddha. To the left and right of Nalagiri, the Buddha made lions appear by metamorphosis, (the number is not 
given) and behind him, a fiery pit. The animal urinated and dropped excrement, but not finding any way to escape, 
approached the Buddha who addressed a stanza to it. At once, Nalagiri dropped the sword, bent its knees, prostrated 
on the ground and with its trunk, licked the Buddha’s feet. 

Myriads of men and women were converted by this prodigy. As for the drunken elephant, it contracted the 
sickness of ’cutting winds’ (in Pali, satthakd vdta), died and was reborn in the palaces of the Caturmaharajakayikas. 

[In the present sutra, the Ekottaragama once again betrays its Mahayana attachments or interpolations by 
means of the dizzying perspectives of its cosmogony and the luxuriance of its theophanies.] 

III. Late versions 

It is not to the texts examined hitherto that the Traite seems to be referring in its brief allusion to the 
miracle of Rajagrha, but to shorter and later sources where the original meaning of the miracle of maitrl seems to 
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have become blurred and where the role of the individuals is modified noticeably. Henceforth the responsibility for 
the plot against the Buddha’s life rests mainly, no longer on Devadatta, but on king Ajatasatm. He unleashes not just 
one elephant (Nalagiri or Dhanapala) but a number of elephants, the number of which is usually given as five 
hundred. In order to tame them, the Buddha magically creates five hundred lions. At the approach of the elephants, 
the five hundred arhats accompanying the Buddha again take flight, but the good Ananda, instead of exposing his 
master, remains nailed in place by fear. Finally king Ajatasatru, impressed by the magic miracle, excuses himself to 
the Buddha by placing the blame onto Devadatta. 

1) Ta feng pien fo pao ngen king (Chinese translation made under the Heou (Han), T 156, k. 4, p. 147b23- 
c7: 

At that time, a messenger from king Ajatasatru came to invite the Tathagata. The Buddha and five hundred 
arhats accepted the king’s invitation and entered the city of Rajagrha. Then the king loosed five hundred drunken 
elephants. They attacked savagely, breaking trees, upsetting walls and, with loud bellows, they rushed towards the 
Tathagata. Seized by great fear, the five hundred arhats flew up into the air and whirled about the Buddha. Ananda, 
who was accompanying the Buddha, was so frightened that he could not move. Then by the power of his loving¬ 
kindness and compassion, the Buddha raised his right hand from the fingers of which sprang five lions that opened 
their throats and roared. The five hundred elephants, panic-stricken, fell face down to the ground. Then surrounded 
by the great assembly, the Tathagata entered into the king’s palace. King Ajatasatru came out respectfully to meet 
him and begged the Buddha to be seated. When the Buddha sat down, the king asked for pardon and confessed his 
wrong-doing, saying: Bhagavat, it is not my fault but that of Devadatta. The Buddha said to the king: I too know that 
well. Devadatta has always wanted to ham me and not just today. Even before this he wanted to hurt me and I saved 
him by the [power of my loving-kindness and compassion], 

2) Fa kiu p’i yu king (Chinese translation mad between 290 and 306), T 211, k. 3, p. 596a5-27 (passage 
reproduced by Pao-tch’eng of the Ming in the Che kia jou lai ying houa lou: cf. L Wieger, Les vies chinoises du 
Buddha, Cathasia, 1913, p. 139): 

This source reproduces the preceding one in substance, but here it is five hundred lions that the Buddha 
makes appear ferom his finger-tips. Instigated by Devadatta, Ajatasatm had prevented the inhabitanats of Rajagrha 
from offering anything at all to the Buddha and the Samgha. Not receiving anything, Sariputra, Maudgalyayana, 
Subhuti, Prajapati and their disciples had gone to foreign lands. But the Buddha and his five hundred arhats 
remained on Grdhrakutaparvata. 

3) Tsa pao tsang king, T 203, k. 8, p. 488c25-489a2: Speaks about the elephant Dhanapala, but five 
hundred lions were needed to tame it. 

4-5) Fa hien tchouan, T 2085, p. 862cl6, and Si-yu ki, T 2087, k. 9, p. 920cl3-16. During their voyage to 
Rajagrha, at the beginning of the 5 th and the first part of the 7 th century respectively, the two Chinese masters, Fa- 
hien and Hiuan-tsang, were able to visit the place where the miracle had taken place. 

Figurative representations 
At Gandhara: A. Foucher, AgbG, I, p. 189, fig. 74; p. 543, fig. 267-269. 

At Swat: G. Tucci, II trono di diamante, p. 267. 

At Amaravatl and at Andhradesa: A. Foucher, AgbG, II, p. 571, fig. 510, or Revue des arts Asiatiques, V, no. 1, pi. 
X, 2. - D. Barret, Sculpture of Amaravatl in the British Museum, London, 1954, pi. XlVa. - A. H. Longhurst, The 
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Ninety-six heretics ( tirthya ) once came together, all claiming to be omniscient (sarvajnamanin). They came 
to Sravastl to debate with the Buddha. Then the Buddha, using the bases of his miraculous powers 
(rddhipada), sent forth many rays ( rasmi ) from his navel ( nabhi ) on each of which there appeared an 
emanated buddha ( nirmitabuddha ). The king of the land, Po sseu-ni (Prasenajit), also ordered the heretics 
to go to the top [of a building] but they were unable to move and still less debate with the Buddha. Seeing 
the heretics coming as enemies, the Buddha made no movement to turn back and destroyed the heretics. 

The gods and men redoubled their respect ( gurukdra ) and veneration ( satkdra ), but the Buddha felt no 
attraction. 77 

From all these stories ( niddna ), it is evident that when someone wanted to harm him, the Buddha remained 
impassive. Just as the gold of the Jambhu river ( jambhunadasuvarna ) does not change when it is beaten, 
melted or broken, 78 so the Buddha undergoes criticism, derision, denigration, slander and debates without 
moving or changing. This is how we know that the traces of the emotions ( klesavdsand) have been 
destroyed in him without residue. 


V. WHY THE BUDDHA ELIMINATES THE TRACES 


Question. - But the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas likewise, having at their disposal pure wisdom 
(,anasravajnana ), eliminate the traces of the passions. Is this completely or incompletely? 

Answer. - Previously (p. 1761F) I said that the power of their knowledge (jndnabala ) is weak and only like 
ordinary fire, whereas the power of the Buddhas is great and like the [cosmic] fire at the end of the kalpa 
(,kalpodddha ). Here I must repeat myself: 

The sravakas and pratyekabuddhas have accumulated the qualities ( guna ) [261b] and the knowledges 
(jnana) for a short time, one, two or three lifetimes. The Buddha, on the other hand, has cultivated the 
knowledges and practiced the qualities during innumerable incalculable periods (, asamkhyeyakalpa ); long 
ago he vaporized the perfume of the good dharmas ( kusaladharma ): this is why he no longer has even a 
trace of klesavdsand. 


Buddhist Antiquities ofNagarjunakonda, MASI, no. 54, 1938, pi. XXXIIb. - T. N. Ramachandran, 

Nagarjunakonda, MASI, no. 71, 1938, pi. VIIA5 (identification doubtful). - Idem, Buddhist Sculptures from a Stupa 
near Goli village , Bull. Madras Gov. Museum, I, 1929, pi. IIIH. 

Stela from Benares, Gupta style, representing the eight Great Miracles: A. Foucher. AgbG, p. 539, fig. 498; 
Beginnings of Buddhist Art, 1917, pi. XIX. - B Majumdar, A Guide to Sarnath, 1937, pi. Xllld. 

Stela from Magadha, Pala style, showing the eight great amiracles: A. Foucher, AgbG, II, p. 545, fig. 500. 

Nepali miniatures from the 11 th century: A. Foucher, Etude sur Viconographie bouddhique de I’Inde, I, 1900, pi. X 
5. 

77 For the Great Miracle at Sravastl, see references above, p. 531-532F, n. 

78 Canonical image: compare nekkham jambonadassa of the Anguttara, I, p. 181; II, p. 8, 29. 
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Moreover, the Buddha has accumulated and exhausted all the qualities to the extent that the traces of 
passion have been eliminated definitively without residue. <1775> Why? Because the good dharmas and 
qualities make the passions melt. The arhats who have not fully obtained these qualities eliminate only their 
desire for the world (lokatrsna) and enter directly into nirvana. 

Finally, the Buddha has cut the fetters ( samyojana ) and the power of his knowledge (jnanabala ) is very 
sharp ( tiksna ). He utilizes the ten powers ( dasabala ) like a great knife and his unhindered knowledges 
(pratisamvid) are superior. This is why he cuts the fetters completely and without residue. 

When a man has committed a serious wrong-doing, the king, who is very angry, massacres his descendants 
down to the seventh generation so that there is nobody left. In the same way, the Buddha tears up and 
eradicates these powerful enemies that are the conflicting emotions so that there is nothing left. 

This is why [the Prajnaparamitasutra] says here that [the bodhisattva] who wants to destroy the traces of 
passion by means of the knowledge of all the aspects should exert himself in the perfection of wisdom. 


VI. WHERE THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TRACES IS LOCATED 


Question. - Is destroying the traces ( vasanaprahana ) also eliminating the passions ( klesacchedana )? 


1. Report on and criticism of four wrong theories 


[First theory: Destruction of the passions and destruction of the traces are simultaneous.] - Some say: 
When the passions ( klesa ) are cut, the traces ( vasana) disappear at the same time and, as has been said 
above, the traces disappear without residue. But the arhats and pratyekabuddhas cut just the passions and 
do not cut the traces whereas the Bodhisattva cuts all the passions and their traces which are eliminated 
without residue. 

[Second theory: The passions are cut at the time of the Bodhisattva’s meeting with the buddha Dlpamkara, 
at the end of the second asamkhyeyakalpa.] - Others say: already. The Buddha has long ago withdrawn 
from the desires ( rdga ). Thus the Buddha said: “When I saw the buddha Ting-kouang (Dlpamkara), I had 
already eliminated the desires.” 79 Therefore it was by the power of his salvific skillful means ( updya ) 
<1776> that he pretended [later] to take births and deaths, a wife, children and slaves. 

[Third theory: Passions and traces are destroyed when anutpattikaksanti is obtained.] - Others say: Starting 
from the time when the Bodhisattva obtained the certainty that things do not arise 


19 In the course of an earlier lifetime, when he was the young brahmacarin Sumedha, Megha or Sumati, the future 
buddha Sakyamuni met the Buddha Dlpamkara and received from him the prediction that he would become buddha. 
This meeting took place at the end of the second asamkhyeyakalpa of his career: cf. p. 248F and n. 2. 
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(i anutpattikadharmaksantif 0 and he found the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of things, all his passions and all 
the traces were destroyed. 

[Fourth theory: Passions and traces are destroyed the night of the emnlightenment.] - Other say: When the 
[future] Buddha produced the mind of bodhi (prathamacittotpdda ) for the first time, he had passions, but 
when he sat down on the seat of enlightenment ( bodhimanda ) and during the last watch of the night 
(pastime yame), he destroyed all his passions and all the traces. 

Question. - Which is the correct theory? 

Answer. - All having come from the mouth of the Buddha ( kanthokta ), none of them is incorrect. [But they 
must be interpreted.] 

[Criticism of the first theory.] - In the sravaka system, the Buddha, by the power of his skillful means 
(upaya), pretends to assume human qualities: he undergoes birth (jdti ), old age (jam), sickness (vyadhi), 
cold and heat ( sitosna ), hunger and thirst ( ksutpipdsd), etc.* 1 As no human is born without passions, the 
Buddha must likewise conform to human qualities and [seem] to have passions. Under the king of trees, 
first outwardly, he crushed Mara’s armies (mdrasend); then inwardly, he destroyed his enemies that are the 
fetters (samyojana). Having destroyed his external and internal enemies, he realized supreme complete 
emlightenment (anuttard samyaksambodhi). Everyone, seized by faith, [said to themselves]: “Here is a man 
who has accomplished great things; therefore we also should realize such things.” 

[Criticsm of the second and third theories.] - Some tell us: “For a long time already the Buddha is without 
passion. When he <1777> met the buddha Jan-teng (Dlpamkara) or acquired the conviction that things do 
not arise (anutpddaksdnti), he destroyed his passions completely.” 82 But this is again skillful [261c] means 
(upaya) to lead bodhisattvas to rejoice. If the bodhisattva [Sakyamuni] had long ago destroyed all his 
passions, what more did he need to do at the time of his enlightenment (sambodhij! 

Question. - But the Buddha has all kinds of things to do. Cutting the fetters (samyojanaprahdna) is only 
one. He still has to purify the buddhafields ( buddhaksetraparisodhana ), ripen beings (sattvaparipdcana), 
etc., all things that he has not yet done. When he has completely fulfilled all these things, he will be called 
Buddha. 

Answer. - If that is so, why did the Buddha say [at the moment of his enlightenment]: “I have destroyed the 
fetters: this is my last existence” 83 ? How can a man who no longer has any fetters be reborn? 

Question. - When he acquired the conviction that dharmas do not arise (anutpattikadharmaksanti), he 
always acquires a body born of the fundamental element (dharmadhdtujakayay and becomes transformed. 


80 This conviction is definitively acquired in the eighth bodhisattva bhumi, the Acala. 

81 Docetic theory advocated by some HInayana schools, especially the Mahasamghikas and their subsects. See 
Histoire du bouddhisme indien, p. 690-692. 

82 See above, p. 983F, the statements put into the mouth of the future Buddha Sakyamuni. 

83 Ayam antima jdti, n ’atthi danipunabhavo: Vinaya, I, p. 11, etc. 

84 On the dharmadhdtujakdya as opposed to the mdmsakdya, see above, p. 392-393F, 711-712F and notes. 
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Answer. - As to transformation, it is the rule that first there is a master of emanstion ( nirmatr) and only 
then an emanation. If [the future Buddha] cut all the fetters ( samyojana ) at the time when he acquires 
anutpattikadharmaksdnti, he would be abandoning his fleshly body ( mdmsakdya ) at the moment of death 
and would no longer have a real body. Who then would be transforming? This is how we know that after 
having acquired anutpattikadharmaksdnti , he has not eliminated the fetters. 

[Criticism of the fourth theory]. - Furthermore, the sravakas say: “The Bodhisattva does not cut the fetters 
until after he has seated himself on the seat of enlightenment ( bodhimanda ). This is a serious error. Why? 

In your system, it is said that the Bodhisattva, after having traveled through the three asamkhyeyakalpas [of 
his career], must travel through a further [additional] hundred <1778> kalpas. 85 However, ever in 
possession of the knowledge of his former abodes ( purvanivdsajnana ), he remembers that at the time of the 
buddha Kia-cho (Kasyapa), he was the bhiksu Yu-to-lo (Uttara) and was already practicing the attributes of 
the buddhas. 86 <1779> 


85 According to the Sarvastivadins, the career of the bodhisattva involves three asamkhyeyakalpas plus a hundred 
supplementary kalpas during which the bodhisattva accomplishes the acts that produce the thirty-two marks. This 
theory has been presented on pages 246-255F and refuted on pages 283-397F. 

86 This Uttara is none other than Sakyamuni himself in one of his earlier lifetimes where the Buddha Kasyapa had 
made his prediction. Cf. Mulasarv. Vin., in Gilgit Manuscripts, III, part 4, p. 47,1. 16-18 T 444, k. 2, p. 1030a5-7; 
Divyavadana, p. 347,1. 10-12, (the text of which is corrupt): Bhagavata Kasyapena samyaksambuddhenottaro ndma 
mdnavo vyakrto bhcivisyasi tvam mdmava varsasatayusi prajaydm Sdkyamunir ndma tdthagato ‘rhan 
samyaksambuddha iti. - “The blessed perfectly and fully enlightened Kasyapa made the prediction to a young 
Brahman named Uttara: ‘Young man, when the life-span of creatures will be one hundred years, you, under the 
name of Sakyamuni, will be a tathagata, saint, hilly and completely enlightened’ “. 

Here is his story as the Traite will tell it (k. 38, p. 340c23-341a26): 

Why did the buddha Sakyamuni, while he was still a Bodhisattva, have criticism and abuse in regard to the 
buddha Kasyapa? I have already spoken about this affair above. The dharmakaya bodhisattvas transform themselves 
in many ways to save beings and sometimes adopt human shapes. They undergo hunger and thirst, cold and heat, old 
age and death; they have likes and dislikes, anger and joy; they praise and they blame: except for the grave wrong¬ 
doings, they commit all the others. 

At that time, the bodhisattva Sakyamuni was the younger brother of the buddha Kasyapa and was called 
Uttara. The older brother, whose wisdom was ripened, hated chatter; the younger, whose wisdom was incomplete, 
loved to debate. The people at that time considered the younger brother to be superior. 

Later, the older brother left home and attained complete enlightenment; he was called Kasyapa. The 
younger brother was the teacher of Krkin, king of Jambudvlpa. He had five hundred disciples. He taught the 
brahmanical books to these brahmins for the latter did not like the Buddhist doctrine. 

There was at that time a master potter ( kumbhakara ) named Nandapala; he was a disciple of the buddha 
Kasyapa; he was devoted to the fivefold discipline ( paheasila ) and held the threefold path. He was the kalyanamitra 
of the chaplain Uttara for his mind was honest, pure and full of faith. 

One day Uttara mounted a golden chariot drawn by four white horses and went out of the city with his 
disciples. Nandapala met Uttara on the way, and asked him: “Where are you coming from?” Nandapala replied 
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Now, during his practices of austerities ( duskaracarya ), why would he have followed the wrong path [of 
asceticism] for the duration of six years by eating only one sesame grain (tila) one single grain of rice 


“Your older brother has attained anuttara samyaksambodhi and I have just come from paying homage to him. You 
ought to go to see him with me. Let’s go to meet him.” 

Uttara said to himself: “If I go to the Buddha, my disciples will mistrust me and will say: ‘From the 
beginning, you have always been outstanding in your dialectic and your wisdom, and now you are going to pay 
homage out of family spirit. We certainly won’t follow you.’ ” 

However, fearing to miss the chance to see the Buddha, Uttara settled himself in the wisdom bearing on 
the true nature of things ( dharmanam dharmata) and entered into the wisdom using supreme skillful means 
(i anuttaropaya ) in order to save his disciples. That is why, out of his mouth, he spoke an insult saying: "How could 
this man with the shaved head ( mundaka ) be able to attain sambodhi?” 

Immediately, Nandapala, his kalyanamitra, pretending to be angry, seized him by the head and wrestled 
him down, saying: “It’s of no use for you to resist.” Then Uttara addressed his disciples, saying: “Things being as 
they are, I cannot resist.” 

Upon this, teacher and disciples together went to the Buddha and, seeing his radiance ( prabhalaksana ), 
their minds were purified. Prostrating to the feet of the Buddha, they sat down to one side. The Buddha preached the 
Dhanna to them as appropriate. Uttara attained innumerable dharanimukha, and all the samadhimukha opened up 
for him; the five hundred disciples produced the mind of anuttara samyaksambodhi. Uttara arose from his seat and 
said to the Buddha: “I would like the Buddha to permit me to leave home and become a bhiksu.” The Buddha said to 
him: “That’s good. Come!”, and he became a sramana, 

Therefore it was out of skillful means ( updya ) that Uttara hurled an insult, but it was not really true. 

Space may be broken, water may be changed into fire and fire into water, but an ekajatipratibaddha 
bodhisattva cannot be angry with a worldly person, still less with a Buddha. 

- Elsewhere Uttara manavaka is designated by the name Jyotipdla or Jyotispdla, while Nandapala, the 
potter, is also called Ghatikara. In any case, it is the same jataka, well known to the canonical and postcanonical 
sources. 

Sanskrit-Chinese sources: Madyamagama, T 26, k. 12, p. 499a-503a; Mahavastu, I, p. 317-335; Mulasarv. 
Vin., T 1450, k. 11, p. 157a-b; Hing-k’i-hing king, T 197, k. 2, p. 172c-174b. 

Pali sources: Majjhima, II, p. 45-54; Buddhavamsa, XXV, v. 10 seq.; Jataka, I, p. 43; Milindapanha, p. 

221-224. 

The village where the buddha Kasyapa gave the prediction to Uttara, alias Jyotipala, was called Verudinga 
in Sanskrit, Vebhalinga in Pali, but was designated elsewhere as Marakaranda. It was on the site of the presnt 
Sarnath near Benares, and in the 7 th century, Hiuan-tsang was still able to visit it. He was shown the exact spot on 
which the prediction had occurred (cf. Si-yu-ki, T 2087, k. 7, p. 905cl4-18). 

A bas-relief at Gandhara shows Nandapala (alias Ghatikara) pulling his childhood froend Uttara (alias 
Jyoyipala) by the hair to lead him to the buddha Kasyapa (cf. A. Foucher, AgbG, II, p. 327, fig. 458 above). 


1462 



( tandula ) every day? 87 The Bodhisattva in his last lifetime ( caramabhavika) cannot be deceived even for a 
single day; then how would he be so for six years? 

It is the same for his reactions of hatred ( dvesa ). In times gone by, the Bodhisattva was a venomous snake 
(dsTvisa)', hunters (vyadha, lubdhaka ) flayed him without him feeling the least hatred. 88 How then would he 
have hated the group of five (pancavargiya ) in his last lifetime? 

Thus we know that the sravakas interpret the mind of the Buddha wrongly. It is out of skillful means 
(i updya ) that he wanted to destroy the heretics and that he gave himself up to austerities for six years. You 
claim that he was angry with the group of five: that too is skillful means; these were the traces of passions 
(klesavdsand) and not the passions ( klesa ). 

2. Report on the correct theory 

Now we must speak truthfully. When the Bodhisattva attained the conviction that dharmas do not arise 
(i anutpattikadharmaksanti ), his passions {klesa) have already been exhausted, but his traces ( vdsand) have 
not yet been eliminated. It is as a result of these traces that he assumes [a birth]. Obtaining a body born of 
the fundamental element (dhannadhdtuj akdya), he can transform himself at will. Out of loving-kindness 
(maitri) and compassion (karund) for beings and also in order to fulfill his earlier vows ( purvapranidhana ), 
he returns to this world to <1781> perfect or acquire yet other Buddha attributes. Once the tenth bhumi has 
been completed ( paripurna ), he sits on the seat of enlightenment ( bodhimanda ) and, by the power of his 
unhindered liberation ( asahgavimoksa ), he attains omniscience ( sarvajnatd), the knowledge of all the 
aspects ( sarvdkdrajnatd) and destroys the traces of the passions {klesavdsand). 

3. Criticism of two Mahayana theories 


87 As the Traite has explained above (p. 1512F), if for six years at Uruvilva, Sakyamuni, in the course of his last 
existence, gave himself over to the practices of austerity, he did not, however, approve of the pernicious austerity 
practiced by the heretics. By giving himself over to the insane tortures of mortification, he was in a position to 
condemn with even more authority the excesses of ascetiscim as he did in the sermon at Benares. 

At Uruvilva, he began by stopping the inhalation and exhalation and fell into a state close to catalepsy. 
Then he gave himself over to the most severe fasting, going so far as to finally abstain from all food. 

The detail of the grain of sesame seed and the grain of rice given here by the Traite appears in all the 
sources: see, e.g., Makkhima, I, p.245; Mahavastu, II, p. 125-129; Lalitavistara, p. 254-255; Miilasarv. Vin., T 1450, 
k. 5, p. 121a, etc. 

88 See the Jataka of the flayed naga above, p. 853-855F. 

The text says simply: ‘the five men’. This concerns evidently the five mendicants, Ajnata-Kaunndinya, 
etc., who had been present at the mortifications of Sakyamuni and who later became the listeners privileged to hear 
his first sennon. Nevertheless, the Buddha was never irritated with them, even though it were for skillful means. 

89 The definitive attainment of this ksanti is realized in the eighth bodhisattva bhumi. 
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[First theory: Passions and traces are destroyed simultaneously on the obtaining of cinutpattikaksanti .] - 
Some Mahayanists say: “At the moment when the Bodhisattva obtains the conviction that dharmas do not 
arise ( anutpattikadharmaksdnti ), all his passions ( klesa ) and traces of passion ( klesavdsana) are destroyed.” 
This also is wrong. In fact, if were all destroyed, the Bodhisattva would not be different from the Buddha 
and, furthermore, would not assume a body born from the fundamental element ( dhannadhdtujakdya ). 
[262a] Why? Because it is at the moment when the Bodhisattva obtains the anutpattikadharmaksanti that he 
abandons his body of birth (janmakdya) and obtains the body born of the fundamental element. 

[Second theory: Passions and traces are destroyed simultaneously the night of enlightenment.] - If someone 
tells us: “The Bodhisattva should be seated on the seat of enlightenment ( bodhimanda ) for all his passions 
{klesa) and traces of passion ( klesavdsana ) to be destroyed”, this statement would be wrong as well. Why? 
If, [at the moment of his enlightenment], the Bodhisattva still retained the three posisons ( visatraya ) [desire 
(raga), hatred ( dvesa ) and delusion (mohaj], how could he have [previously] gathered innumerable Buddha 
attributes ( buddhadhanna )? He would be like a poisonous pot from which nobody eats even if it is filled 
with nectar ( amrta ). In fact, the Bodhisattva accumulates the very pure qualities (parisuddhagnna) at the 
moment when he becomes Buddha. If, [at that moment], he were still mixed with the three poisons, how 
would he be able to perfect the pure attributes of the Buddhas? 

Question. - By contemplating the true nature (bhutalaksana) of <1782> dharmas and by cultivating the 
mind of compassion ( karundcitta ), he ‘weakened’ the three poisons and then was able to accumulate the 
pure qualities. 

Answer. - By weakening ( tanutva ) the three poisons, he could only obtain an existence (dtmabhdva ) as a 
noble chakravartin king or king of the gods ( devardja ), but that would be insufficient to acquire the mass 
of Buddha qualities. It is necessary to destroy the three poisons but not to have eliminated the traces, in 
order to be able to accumulate the qualities. 

Moreover, there is a weakening [of the three poisons] in the person detached from desire {vftardga) who 
has destroyed the fetters related to the lower level (avarabhagiya samyojana) but who still keeps the fetters 
relative to the higher levels (urdhvabhagiya samyojana ). 0 There is also weakening [of the three poisons] in 
the srotaapanna who has suppressed the fetters to be destroyed by the seeing of the truths 
(satyadarsanaheya samyojana), but has not suppressed the fetters to be destroyed by meditation 


90 There are ten samyojana. Five are avarabhagiya “favorable to the lower part”, i.e., to Kamadhatu; these are: /) the 
belief in the individual (satkayadrsti), ii ) the unjustified belief in the efficacy of observances and rituals 
(silavratapardmarsa), Hi) doubt ( vicikitsa ), iv) love of pleasure ( kamacchanda ), v) maliciousness ( vyapada ). Five 
are urdhvabhagiya ‘favorable to the higher part’, i.e., to rupa- and arupyadhatu; these are: i) desire for the fonn 
realm ( ripardga ), ii) desire for the fonnless realm ( aripardga ), Hi) pride ( mdna ), iv) excitement (auddhatya), v) 
ignorance (avidya). See Samyutta, V, p. 61, 69; Anguttara, V, p. 17; Kosa, V, p. 84-87. 

The saint who has destroyed the five avarabhagiya has simply ‘weakened’ and not ‘destroyed’ the three 
poisons (visa) or the three bonds ( bandhana ), namely, raga, dvesa and moha. 
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(bhavanaheya samyojana). 91 Finally, as the Buddha said: “One is sakrdagamin by means of the destruction 
of three fetters, desire, hatred and delusion ( rdgadvesamohdndm ca tanutvdt).” 2 But <1783> [in order to 
accumulate the Buddha attributes, it is not enough] to weaken [the three poisons] as you have said; they 
must be destroyed. 

Thus, at the moment when the Bodhisattva obtains the conviction that dharmas do not arise 
(i anutpattikadharmaksdnti ), he destroys the passions ( klesan prajahdti), and at the moment when he 
becomes buddha, he destroys the traces of passion ( klesavdsanah prajahdti)'. this is the correct theory. 


Fourth Section ENTERING INTO THE ASSURANCE OF 
BODHISATTVA 


As the Traite is going to explain, here the Prajnaparamitasutra is tiying to draw a parallel between the path 
of the bodhisattva and that of the sravaka of which the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasika school had carefully laid 
out the stages. Once again we notice the considerable influence exerted by this school on the earliest 
Mahayana writers. 

1. In the course of the preparatory path (prayogamdrga ), the sravaka, trained in the practice of the 
smrtyupasthana, cultivates the four wholesome roots favorable to penetration into the four noble Truths 
(nirvedhabhdgiya kusalamula ): these are the heats (usmagata), the summits ( murdhan ), the acquiescences 
(ksdnti) and the supreme worldly dharmas ( laukikdgradharma ). The old canonical texts make no mention 
of them, but the Sarvastivadin Abhidharma attaches great importance to them (Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 34, p. 
175b7; k. 65, p. 338c3; k. 127, p. 662cl3; k. 176, p. 884al6-17; Abhidharmasara, T 1550, k. 2, p. 818b; 


1)1 In possession of the first fruit of the Path, the srotaapanna has destroyed the first three avarabhdgfya 
( satkayadrsti, silavrataparamarsa and vicikitsa), in the sense that during the Darsanamarga that he has just 
traversed, he has abandoned a certain type of klesa - the klesa of ‘wrong view’, called avastuka - plus certain raga 
immediately related to wrong view. But he still has to traverse the Bhavanamarga and eliminate the fetters to be 
destroyed by meditation ( bhcivanciheya). Therefore he has ‘weakened’ the three poisons but not eliminated them 
completely. 

92 In possession of the second fruit of the Path, the sakrdagamin has made some progress over the preceding. By 
means of the Darsanamarga, he has destroyed the first three avarabhagiya; by means of the beginning of the 
Bhavanamarga, he has abandoned six categories of klesa of kamadhatu. He must still abandon three categories of 
klesa of kamadhatu plus all the klesa that hold him tied to rupa- and arupyadhatu. He too is far from having 
destroyed the three poisons completely. 

This is the meaning of the canonical formula cited here by the Traite: Tinnam samyojandnam parikkhayci 
ragadosamohanam tanutta sakaddgdmThoti. sakid eva imam lokam agantva dukass ’ antam karoti. It occurs in 
DIgha, I, p. 156; II, p. 92, 93, 200, 201, 252; III, p. 107, 132; Majjhima, I, p. 34, 226, 465; III, p. 80; Samyutta, V, p. 
357, 378; Anguttara, I, p. 232; II, p. 89, 238; IV, p. 380. - Sanskrit formula in Mahaparinirvanasutra, p. 166; 
Divyavadana, p. 533-534 (with a lacuna). 
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Samyuktabhidharmasara, T 1552, k. 5, p. 910a; Abhidharmamrtarasa, T 1553, k. 1, p. 972c-973a; k. 2, p. 
976b; Kosa, p. 163-177.)- These four roots of good, each of which includes a weak, medium and strong 
degree, have as object the four noble truths and take their sixteen aspects (cf. p. 64IF, 1179F). These are 
right views ( samyakdrsti ), wisdoms ( prajna ), in constant progression, but impure ( sdsrava ) wisdoms, of 
mundane order, which still involve traces of errors, e.g., the concept of self. The sravaka who practices 
them is still a worldly person ( prthagjana ). 

The first two roots, heats and summits, are not fixed ( cala ) becase the ascetic may fall back from them: 
there is falling from the summits ( murdhabhyah pata) when the sravaka becomes distracted from the 
contemplation of the truths by wrong judgments (Jnanaprasthana, T 1544, k. 1, p. 918c25-919al; Vibhasa, 
T 1545, k. 6, p. 27a29-c4: passages translated in Flobogirin, IV, p.346, s.v. Choda). <1784> 

The sravaka goes through the supreme worldly dharmas in the Path of seeing ( darsanamdrga ) of the four 
noble Truths: suffering ( duhkha ), its origin ( samudaya ), its cessation ( nirodha ) and the path ( mdrga ) of its 
cessation. The full light rises up in him and he has the clear understanding of it ( abhisamaya ). It is now a 
matter of a pure ( andsrava ) prajna, supramundane ( lokottam ), free of any error ( vipaiydsa). Suddenly the 
ascetic sees purely the truth of suffering relative to dharmas of the desire realm ( kdmadhdtu ). This first 
moment is followed by fifteen others which complete the pure seeing of the truths relative to the three 
realms of desire, subtle matter ( rupadhatu ) and the formless (drupadhdtu ). The Traite has already alluded 
to these sixteen mind-moments (cf. p. DOF, n. 1; 214F; 1067F, n. 1; 141 IF, n. 2; 1478-1480F). In the first 
one the sravaka ceases to be a worldly person (prthagjana ) and becomes an arya, a candidate for the first 
fruit of the religious life ( prathamaphalapratipannaka ). This first moment also constitutes entry into 
samyaktvaniyama (in Pali, sammattaniydma), entry into the positions of salvation or, as L. de La Vallee 
Poussin translates it (Kosa, III, p. 137; VI, p. 181), entry into this ‘absolute determination of the acquisition 
of salvation’. In his introduction to the edition of the Bodhisattvabhumi, Leipzig, 1930, p. 28-31), U. 
Wogihara has dedicated a learned note to this expression to which de La Vallee Poussin has also added. 

In the words of a canonical siitra cited by the Kosabhasya, p. 157, samyaktva is the cessation of all the 
passions ( sarvaklesaprahdna ), i.e., nirvana; for the Commentary to the Samyutta, II, p. 346, it is 
ariyamagga, the path of the aryas, in this case the path of the pure seeing of the Buddhist Truths. 
Samyaktva, salvation, is opposed to mithydtva, perdition, the falling into the bad destinies. In principle, the 
aryas are destined to samyaktva, whereas those guilty of misdeeds of immediate retribution 
(anantaryakdrin) are defined to mithydtva (Kosa, III, p. 137). 

The term niydma is difficult because the Sanskrit and Pali texts spell it is three different ways: niydma, 
niyama and nydma, for which the Tibetan and Chinese versions propose distinct translations (cf. 

Mahavyut., no. 6500-6502). 

1. Niydma, position, determionation, is a noun derived from the root ni-yam, and appears alone or in 
composition in many sources: 

niydma in Suttanipata, p. 9. 1. 14; Anguttara, I, p. 121,1. 27; Kathavatthu, p. 317,1. 2; 480,1. 2; 
Dasabhumika, p. 63,1. 14. 


1466 



niydmagata in Samyutta, I, p. 196,1. 17; Niyamagamana, Kathavatthu, p. 307,1. 24. 
niydmadassf in Suttanipata, p. 65,1. 5. 

niyamavakranti, in Madhyantavibhaga, p. 75,1. 3; avakrantaniyama, in Siksasamuccaya, p. 270,1. 4. 
bodhisattvaniydma , in Pancavimsati, p. 107,1. 8; Dasabhumika, p. 11, p. 27. 

samyaktvaniydma, in Kosabhasya, p. 350,1. 6; Astasahasrika, p. 131,1. 10; sammdttaniydma, in Samyutta, 
III, p. 225,1. 18. 

Niyama is given as ties par hgyur ba in Tibetan, as kiue-ting ‘determination, fixation’ in Chinese. 
Kumarajlva always gives samyaktvaniydma - and undoubtedly also samyaktvanydma - as tcheng-wei, 
‘correct position’ (cf. T 223, p. 381a26; 405c24; T 1509, p. 192cl2; 262c3), whereas Hiuan-tsang, who 
<1785> carefully distinguishes it from samyaktvanydma, gives it as tcheng-kiue-ting ‘position in 
uprightness’ (cf. T 1558, p. 121b5; T 1562, p. 683al7). 

2. Niyama, less frequent than niyama, has exactly the same meaning and is also derived from the root ni- 
yam. It is usually rendered in Tibetan by lies pa, ‘determination’ and not by mi hgyur ba, ‘non¬ 
transformation’ as proposed by Mahavyut., no. 6500. Niyama is just a grammatical variant of niyama as 
Kosavyakhya, p. 541 explains it: Tatra niyamo niyama iti. tatra samyaktve niyama ekdntibhdvah. niydmaiti 
ghaiii rupam. api tu niyama iti yamah samupanivisu cety appratyayasya vibhdsitatvdt. - “Here, niyama is 
niyama. The niyama of salvation is the absolute ( ekdntibhdva ) determination to salvation. To say niyama is 
to apply [the suffix] ghan, but we also say niyama when we opt for the rule [of Panini, III, 3, 63]: Yamah 
samupanivisu ca: [the suffix ap is in conjunction with ghan] after the root yam preceded by the prefixes 
sam, upa, ni, vi.” 

3. Nydma (sometimes wrongly corrected to nydya in the editions at our disposal) seems itself to be an 
erroneous spelling for niyama or niyama. It occurs often in the Sanskrit texts: cf. Lalita, p. 31,1. 20; 34,1. 

10; Astasahasrika, p. 679,1. 6; Pancavimsati, p. 21,1. 11; 66,1. 15; 119,1. 6; 182,1. 20; Satasahasrika, p. 67, 
1. 11; 272,1. 8; 486,1. 4; 489,1. 3; Gandhavyiiha, p. 320,1. 22; Bodh. bhumi, p. 358,1. 2; Siitralamkara, p. 
171,1. 22. 

An imaginary etymology proposed by the Indian writers themselves has modified the meaning profoundly. 
According to them, nydma would come from ni-dma and would mean ‘absence of coarseness’ in the proper 
sense and ‘absence of error’ in the figurative sense. Hence the Tibetan translation sky’on medpa ‘absence of 
error’ and the Chinese translation li cheng ‘absence of coarseness’. In the texts of the Greater and of the 
Lesser Vehicle as well, Hiuan-tsang often comes upon the expression samyaktvanydma and translates it 
faithfully and invariably by tcheng song li cheng, ‘correctness abandonment of coarseness’ (cf. T 1545, p. 
7a3, 8c27, 13a2; T 220, vol. VII, p. 7c26, 19a21, 44b3). 

For the Sarvastivadins, dma, ‘coarsenesses, defects’, are the passions to be abandoned by seeing 
(i darsanaheyaklesa ), the belief in the indiviual ( satkdyadrsti ), the quality of the worldly person 
(prthagjana ), etc.; ny-dma, ‘rejection of coarsenesses’, is the path of seeing the truths ( satyadarsanamdrga) 
that makes one go beyond these coarsenesses, which transforms the the prthagjana sravaka into an arya and 
destines him for nirvana: see Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 3, p. 13; Kosa, VI, p. 181, note. 
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For the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas, the samyaktvaniydmdvakranti leading to nirvana is exclusively the 
work of a prajna - made possible by sfla and maintained by samddhi - bearing upon the four noble Truths. 
For the Mahayanists, the bodhisattvaniydmdvakrdnti, as we will see, opens up perspectives far more vast. 


The sravaka aspires to arhathood, to nirvana, in order to realize his own benefit ( svahita ); the bodhisattva 
aspires to supreme perfect enlightenment ( anuttara samyaksambodhi), to buddhahood, in order to assure 
his own benefit and that of others ( parahita ). The bodhisattva differs from the sravaka on two points: he 
tends toward a higher goal and is inspired by altruistic concerns.. 

To attain his ideal, he must practice the six perfections of his state (paramita) <1786> and convert beings 
(sattvaparipdcana) over the course of a long career. The latter consists of ten stages or levels ( bhumi ) to 
which the Prajnaparamitasutra later will dedicate a lengthy section (Pancavimsati, p. 214,1. 6 - 225,1. 19; 
Satasahasrika, p. 1454,1. 1 — 1473,1. 18). It is content to enumerate them; only later did other 
Mahayanasutras, notably the Dasabhumika, give each a name. 

The Mahayanist thinkers tried very early to establish a parallel between the path of the sravakas and that of 
the bodhisattvas. After many attempts, they came to a coherent account where they distinguished five 
phases in the respective careers of the sravakas, pratyekabuddhas and bodhisattvas: 1) a path of 
accumulating of merit (sambharamdrga), 2) a preparatory path (prayogamdrga ), 3) a path of seeing 
(darsanamdrga ), 4) a path of meditation ( bhdvandmdrga ), 5) a final path excluding any practice 
(i asaiksamdrga ). A succinct account of this comparative study may be found in the remarkable paper of E. 
Obermiller, The Doctrine of Prajndpdramitd as exposed in the Abhisamaydlamkdra ofMaitreya, Acta 
Orienatalia, XI, 1932, p. 1-133. 

Flere the Prajnaparamitasutra envisages only the preparatory path and the path of seeing, the major 
importance of which has not escaped it. 

1. The four wholesome roots favorable to penetration (nirvedhabhdgiya kusalamula), the heats, etc., 
constituting the preparatory path of the sravakas find their place in the preparatory path of thebodhisattvas 
as will clearly be shown in the subtitles introduced into the version of the Pancavimsati intentionally 
revised to serve as commentary to the Abhisamayalamkara (cf. Pancavimsati, ed. N. Dutt, p. 119,1. 11-145, 
1. 19). But whereas the sravaka concentrates on the general characteristics ( samanyalaksana ) of the 
aggregates - impermanence ( anitya ), suffering ( duhkha ), emptiness ( sunya ) and non-self ( andtman) - the 
bodhisattva disregards these distinctions and focuses on the true nature of dharmas ( dharmdndm dharmata) 
free of arising and cessation. 

Every candidate who has attained the second of the four wholesome roots, namely, the summits ( murdhan ), 
can still retrogress from it. As we will see, the sravaka falls back from the summits when he ceases to 
contemplate the general characteristics of things and allows himself to be drawn into mental ranting 
(i ayoniso manaskara). The bodhisattva falls from the summits when, hypnotized by the general 
characteristics of things, he loses the view of their true nature, non-arising and non-cessation. In this case, 
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he is not reduced to the level of the sravakas or pratyekabuddhas but he cannot accede to the definitive 
position ( niyama ) of the bodhisattva. 

In the following pages, the Traite will compare with the four nirvedhabhagtya kusalamula of the sravakas a 
fourfold practice ( caiyd): 1) the first production of the mind of bodhi (prathamacittotpdda), 2) carrying out 
practices ( caiydbhdvand or caiydpratipatti), i.e., the practice of the six perfections (pdramitd), 3) great 
compassion (mahakarund), 4) skillful means ( updyakausalya ) to convert beings. Only the second of these 
four points constitutes a ‘practice’ in the proper sense of the word. 

From other sources, we know that the bodhisattva who has produced the mind of awakening begins his 
career only on entering the preparatory path extending over the first seven bhumis. 

During the first six, the bodhisattva simultaneously cultivates the six paramitas <1787> but especially 
generosity ( ddna ) in the first, morality (sfla) in the second, patience ( ksdnti ) in the third, exertion (vfiya) in 
the fourth, meditation ( dhydna ) in the fifth and wisdom ( prajna ) in the sixth. But this wisdom is not that of 
the sravakas bearing upon the aspects of the noble Truths; it is a Mahayanist wisdom for which the true 
nature of things is emptiness ( simyatd ), the non-arising ( anutpdda ) of dharmas. The bodhisattva who limits 
his efforts ceases to think, speak and act and is of no use to beings. 

Thus, in the seventh bhumi, animated by great compassion for beings, the bodhisattva resorts to skillful 
means to convert beings: this updyakausalya is the dominant qualityof the seventh bhumi (cf. 

Dasabhumika, p. 69,1. 6-7; Samgraha, p. 207; Siddhi, p. 623). 

In conclusion, the prajna of the bodhisattva is necessarily increased by updyakausalya which is sorely 
lacking in the sravaka and pratyekabuddha. 

2. From the preparatory path, the sravaka penetrates into the path of pure seeing of the truths and at once is 
placed in the position of salvation ( samyaktvaniydma ): he ceases to be an ordinary person ( prthagjana ) and 
becomes an arya, with the certainty of some day reaching nirvana. In a parallel manner, when the 
bodhisattva passes from the seventh to the sighth bhumi, he enters into the ‘position of the bodhisattva’ 

( bodhisattvaniydma ) also called ‘rightful or legal position’ ( dharmaniydma ). In his case and without 
exception, it is no longer a matter of position of salvation ( samyaktva ), for it is not nirvana that is assured 
for him, but rather the state of Buddha, this supreme complete enlightenment that excludes the seeing of 
beings ( sattva ) and things ( dharma ) but at the same time being allied with great loving-kindness and great 
compassion. 

In the pages that follow, the Traite sets forth up to seven definitions of the bodhisattvaniydma, but it is far 
from exhausting the subject. 

a. Primarily, this niyama is characterized by the definitive attainment (pratildbha, pratilambha, 
pratilambatd) of the conviction that dharmas do not arise ( anutpattikadharmaksdnti ) or, as the 
Vajracchedika explains, p. 58,1. 9, the conviction regarding dharmas without self and without birth 
( niratmakesu anutpattikesu dharmesu ksdntih). Most texts place this final conviction in the eighth bhumi, 
which later will be called Acala (cf. Dasabhumika, p. 64,1. 5; Sutralamkara, p. 122,1. 2; 131,1. 17; 
Madhyantavibhaga, p. 105,1. ll;Bodh. bhumi, p. 350,1. 27; 351,1. 13-14). 
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b. The acquisition of this ksdnti is accompanied by the great prediction ( mahavyakarana ) about the final 
triumph of the bodhisattva: cf. Lalitavistara, p. 35,1. 21; Dasabhumika, p. 71,1. 24; Saddharmapund., p. 
266,1.1-2; Sutralamkara, p. 20,1. 15; 141,1. 27; 166,1. 12; Madhyantavibhaga, p. 190,1. 18; 192,1. 1. 

c. From now on, the bodhisattva is assured of his future buddhahood: niyatipatito bhavati buddhatve 
(Madhyantavibhaga, p. 190,1. 209; niyato bhavaty anuttardyam samyaksambodhau (Sutralamkara, p. 83,1. 
24); trtfyaniyatipdtapatito bhavati (Bodh. bhumi, p. 367. 1. 12). - As a result, he is without regression 

(. avaivartika ), in possession of an irreversible conviction ( avaivartikaksdntipratilabdha: Saddharmapund., 
p. 259,1. 13). Thus the eighth bhumi , the Acala, is also called Niyatabhumi, ‘determined level’ (Bodh. 
bhumi, p. 367,1. 11), Avivartyabhumi, Avivartamyabhumi, Avaivartikabhumi, ‘Irreversible level’ 
(Dasabhumika, p. 71,1. 12; Sutralamkara, p. 176,1. 22; Bodh. bhujmi, p. 235,1. 18). It marks the beginning 
of the irreversible career ( avaivartacaryd, avivartanacaryd), of the <1788> infallible career 
{abandhyacaryd) which will be pursued in the last three bhumis (cf. Mahavastu, I, p. 1,1. 3; 63,1. 13-14; 
Bodh. bhumi, p. 290,1. 21). 

d. Starting from this eighth bhumi, the bodhisattva’s activity is practiced spontaneously, effortlessly, for it 
is no longer disturbed by objects and notions: this is why it is called anabhisamskdrdndbhogavihdra or 
anabhoganirmittavihdra (Madhyantavibhaga, p. 105,1. 18-21; Sutralamkara, p. 178,1. 3; Bodh. bhumi, p. 
367,1. 11; Samgraha, p. 202). 

e. The bodhisattva strips off his fleshly body of birth-death ( cyutyupapadamamsakdya ) and takes on a body 
born of the fundamental element (dharmadhdtujakaya): under various transformations, he is established in 
the universes, travels in and adorns the buddhafields and converts beings (cf. p. 392-393F, 711-712F and 
notes). 

f. As we have seen in the preceding section, it is at the moment when the bodhisattva, having entered into 
niyama, when he makes the turn-about ( vivarta ) definitively acquires anutpattikadharmaksanti, that he is 
already sambodhiprdpta “in possession of perfect enlightenment”. Flowever, this enlightement does not 
bring about the complete destruction of the traces of conflicting emotions ( klesavdsand ): this results from 
the knowledge of all the aspects ( sarvdkdranajnata) to which the bodhisattva accedes on the tenth level and 
which makes him like a Tathagata (cf. p. 1780-178 IF). 

This brief summary far from exhausts all the virtues of the bodhisattvaniydma coinciding with the 
bodhisattva’s entry into the eighth bhumi. This, even more than the tenth level, constitutes the great victory 
of the bodhisattva where prajna and upaya are perfectly balanced. 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 21,1. 11-12; Satasahasrika, p. 67,1. 11-13). 

- Moreover, O Sariputra, the bodhisattva-mahasattva who wishes to enter into the position of bodhisattva 
must exert himself in the perfection of wisdom ( punar aparam Sariputra bodhisattvena mahdsattvena 
bodhisattvaniydm avakramitukamenaprajndpdramitdydm siksitavyam). 
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Sastra. - 


I. POSITION OF BODHISATTVA 


1. The bodhisattvaniyama ‘position of bodhisattva’ is the conviction that dharmas do not arise 
(anutpattikadharmaksanti). 2, <1789> Having obtained this conviction in regard to dharmas, the bodhisattva 
considers the whole world as empty ( sunya ) and his mind has no longer any further attachment 
(abhinivesesa). Settled on the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas, the bodhisattva no longer loves the 
world. 

2. Furthermore, the bodhisattvaniyama is the concentration [visualizing the Buddhas] of the present 

(pratyutpannasamadhi ). 94 In possession of this concentration of the present, the bodhisattva sees all the 

93 From this equation it results that the bodhisattvaniyama occurs in the eighth bhumi. In fact, the 
anutpattikadharmaksanti (cf. Vjaracchedika, p. 58,1. 9: nirdtmakesu anutpattkikadharmesu ksdntih) or the 
conviction that dhannas are without self and do not arise, occurs in three stages during the bodhisattva’s career: it 
may be a purely verbal conviction ( ghosanuga ), preparatory ( anulomiki) and finally be definitively acquired 

( pratilabdhd ): cf. Samadhiraja, ed. N. Dutt, I, p. 76-82; Avatamsaka, T 279, k. 44, p. 232b9; Sukhavatlvyuha, p. 112, 

1. 12-13; Dhyanasamadhisutra, T 614, k. 2, p. 285a-b; Manusyendraprajnaparamita, T 245, k. 1, p. 826b23-24. 

1. At the beginning in the first five bhumis, the bodhisattva accepts the idea of the non-arising of dhannas, 
but it is only adhimukti, belief, agreement, verbal professing ( ghosanuga ): he is not in definitive possession of the 
conviction. Cf. Astasahasrika, p. 856,1. 25: bodhisattvdhprajndpdramitdydm carantah sarvadharmd anutpattikd ity 
adhimuhcanti na ca tavad anutpattikadharmaksantipratilabdhd bhavanti. 

2. In the sixth bhumi (AbhimukhI), examining emptiness of dharmas in every way, he possesses an intense 
preparatory conviction ( anulomikiksanti), but has not yet made his entry into the real anutpattikadharmaksanti. Cf. 
Dasabhumika, p. 47,1. 17: sa evamsvabhdvan sarvadharman pratyaveksamano ‘nusrjann anulomayann avilomayan 
sraddadhann abhiyan pratiyann avikalpayann anusaran vyavalokayan pratipadyamanah. sasthim abhimukhim 
bodhisattvabhumim anuprapnoti tiksayanulomikya ksdntya. na ca tavad anutpattikakscintimukham anuprdpnoti. 

Finally, the bodhisattva ‘obtains’ (pratilabhate: cf. Sad. pund., p. 266,1. 1; 437,1. 1; Lalitavistara, p. 36,1. 

9; 440,1. 21) the anutpattikadharmaksanti. This is what is called the definitive obtaining (pratilabdha. pratilambha. 
pratilambhdta) of ksanti. 

According to most sources, this attainment is realized in the eighth bhumi, the Acala: cf. Dasabhumika, p. 

64,1. 5; Sutralamkara, p. 122,1. 2; 131,1. 17; Bodh. bhumi, p. 350,1. 27; Madhyantavibhaga, p. 105,1. 11. 

At this third stage of the ksanti, the bodhisattva enters into ‘the position of bodhisattva’ 

(bodhisattvaniyama). 

94 Pratyutpannabuddhasammukhdvasthitasamadhi, ‘concentration where the Buddhas of the present appear face to 
face’. It is the object of a sutra of the same name (T 418), first translated in 179 by Tche Tch’an and Tchou Fo-cho. 

It has already been noted above, p. 245F, 425F, 430F, 526F, 1023F, and the Traite will return to it below, p. 276a. 
Although the great bodhisattva samadhis are located in the tenth bhumi, the Traite here places the 
Pratyutapannasamadhi in the eighth; the Surangamasamadhi, transl. p. 163, does the same. On the other hand, the 
Dasabhumika, p. 82,1. 14-15, assigns it to the tenth. 
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Buddhas of the ten directions of the present, hears the Dharma preached by these Buddhas and cuts the net 
of his doubts ( samsayajala ): henceforth the mind of the bodhisattva comes to a standstill. This is called 
bodhisattvaniyama. 

3. Furthermore, there is bodhisattvaniyama when the bodhisattva, fully endowed with the six perfections 
(satparamitasampanna), 5 produces the <1790> knowledge of skillful means (; updyajndna ), 96 but without 
becoming fixated on the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas. 97 He knows it {jdmte ) personally and 
attests it ( sdksdtkaroti ) personally without depending on the words of another. If Mara in the form of a 
buddha comes to him, his mind is not disturbed (kariksd) at all. 

4. Furthermore, when he enters into the rightful position (dharmaniyama) 98 of bodhisattva, he takes the 
name of non-regressing bodhisattva ( avaivartika or avinivartamya). 9 

5. Furthermore, the bodhisattva who has entered into this rightful position does not regress to the rank of 
ordinary person {prthagjana) and is said to be ‘in possession of complete enlightenment’ 

(, sambodhiprdpta ). lon All the mundane things that could destroy his mind [of bodhi] cannot disturb him. 
[262b] He has closed the gates to the three unfortunate destinies ( durgati ); he is ranked among the 
bodhisattvas. For the first time he takes birth in the family of the bodhisattvas ( bodhisattvakula) m His 
wisdom ( prajnd) is pure ( visuddha ) and ripe ( vipaka ). 


95 The bodhisattva cultivates the six paramitas in the course of the first six bhumis, generosity predominating in the 
first, morality in the second, and so on. Cf. Madh. avatara, p. 23 (transl. Le Museon, 1907, p. 272); Samgraha, p. 
207. 

96 Upayakausalya is the dominant virtue of the seventh bhumi: cf. Dasabhumika, p. 60,1. 6-7; Samgraha, p. 207; 
Siddlii, p. 623. 

97 Dwelling on the true nature which is the non-arising of everything would be to interrupt the bodhisattva career 
and to enter nirvana prematurely. 

98 Here dharmaniyama is synonymous with bodhisattvaniyama. The expression has nothing in common, it would 
seem, with the dhammaniydmatci, ‘the regularity of phenomena’ of which the canonical sources speak (Sarnyutta, II, 
p. 25; Anguttara, I, p. 286). 

99 This is the avaivartika of the eighth bhumi and not the first: see below, p. 1804F. 

100 In the Vehicle of the sravakas, the ascetic who penetrates into the darsanamarga by eliminating all doubt 
regarding the suffering of kamadhatu ( duhkhe dharmajnanaksanti) was qualified as arya. Here, the bodhisattva who 
has entered the darsanamarga by being persuaded of the non-arising of dharmas is called sambodhiprdpta ‘in 
possession of complete enlghtenment’. At this stage, sravaka and bodhisattva cease being ordinary persons 

( prthagjana ). 

101 See below, p. 1919F. 
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6. Furthermore, the fact of being established on the summits ( murdhavasthana ) and not falling from 
them 102 is called bodhisattvadharmaniyama. <1791> This is what is said in the Hiue p ’in 
(S iksapari varta): 10j 

“The bodhisattva who has entered niyama does not fall into the evil destinies, is not reborn into lowly 
families, does not regress to the level of sravaka or pratyekabuddha and does not fall backfrom the summits 
either.” 104 

Question. - What is falling back from the summits (murdhabhyah pata)l 

Answer. - As Subhuti said to Sariputra: “When the bodhisattva-mahasattva who is without skillful means 
(anupdyakusala) but is practicing the six perfections has entered [the concentrations] of emptiness, 
signlessness and wishlessness, he cannot accede to bodhisattvaviyama, but neither does he regress to the 
rank of sravaka or pratyekabuddha.” 105 <1792> 


10i In the sravaka system, the preparatory path ( prayogamarga ) consists of the practice of the four wholesome roots 
favorable to penetration of the four noble Truths ( nirvedhabhagiyakusalamulci ): heats ( usmagata ), summits or heads 
(murdhan ), convictions ( ksanti ) and supreme worldly dharmas ( laukikagradharma ). 

The ascetic is able to strip away the first two. The summits ( murdhan ) are the highest of the unfixed ( cala ) 
roots of good, i.e., from which one may still regress. <1991> Or else, one regresses from the summits ( murdhabhyah 
pdta) or one is established on the summits ( murdhavasthana ) in order to pass over them by penetrating into the 
convictions (ksanti). The Kosabhasya, p. 343-344, explains it thus: Usmabhyo murdhana utpadyate... yadrsa 
usmanas cauhsatyalambandh sodasakaras ca. utkrstataratvat ndmdntaram calakusalamurdhatvat murdhdnah. 
ebhyo hipcito ‘tikramo vd. - Transl.: From the heats arise the summits. Like the heats, they have as object the four 
Truths of which they take the sixteen aspects. As a result of their superiority they receive another name and, as they 
are the summit of the unfixed roots of good, they are called summits. One can fall from these summits or one can 
also pass over them. 

The Prajnaparamitasutra takes inspiration from this system to elaborate a bodhisattva Path. In his progress 
towards entering into possession (prdpti ) of anutpattikadharmaksanti, the bodhisattva can attain certain summits 
close to this ksanti, but he may regress from them if he speculates about the nature and characteristics of dharmas: 
these are non-existent, without arising or ceasing, are not to be wished for. Only the niyatci “determined, 
predestined” bodhisattva is sheltered from regressing from the summits. 

103 Chapter VIII of the Pancavimsati, entitled K’iuan-hiue p ’in (Siksaparivarta) in Kumarajlva’s translation (T223, 
k. 3, p. 232c), Jou-li-chengp ’in (Nyamavakranti) in that of Hiuan-trsang (T 220, vol. VII, p. 43a). 

104 Pancavimsati, p. 118,1. 14-119,1. 2, amended by the Chinese versions (T 223, k. 3, p. 233a24-26; T 220, vol. 
VII, k. 408, p. 43c21-24): Niydmdvakrdnto bodhisattvo mahasattvo napayesupapadyate na hinakulesupapadyate na 
ca sravakabhumim vd na ca pratyekabuddhabhumim vdpatati na ca murdhabhyah patati. 

103 Here the Traite is faithfully reproducing the Chinese translation of the Pancavimsati (T 223m k. 3, p. 233a29- 
b3). 

However, as I [Lamotte] have noted (p. 1785F), several Sanskrit versions, followed by the Chinese 
translators have here adopted the reading nydma ‘absence of coarseness’ (in Chinese, li-cheng) in preference to 
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He becomes attached ( abhinivisate ) to the qualities (guna ) and the attributes; in the five aggregates 
( skandha ) he grasps the characteristics ( nimittany udgrhnati ) of impermanence ( anitya ), suffering (, duhkha ), 
emptiness (sunya), non-self ( andtman ) and attaches his mind to them; he says: “This is the Path, that is not 
the Path; this should be practiced, that should not be practiced.” When he grasps such characteristics in this 
way <1793> and makes such distinctions ( vikalpa ), the bodhisattva has “fallen from the summits” 
(murdhabhyah patitah). 

What is it to become established on the summits ( murdhdvasthdna )? As is said in the passage mentioned 
above, it is to destroy the thirst for dharmas (dharmatrsnaprahana), 06 and to no longer grasp these 
dharmas for which thirst has been destroyed. 

Thus it is said in the explanation of murdhdvasthdna'. “The bodhisattva-mahasattva cultivating the 
perfection of wisdom does not see the emptiness of the external bases in the emptiness of the internal bases; 
he does not see the emptiness of the internal bases in the emptiness of the external bases; he does not see 
the emptiness of the internal and external bases in the emptiness of the external bases; he does not see the 


niyama ‘position, determination’ (in Chinese, wei), and by dma, ‘coarseness’ (in Chinese, cheng), they mean 
dharmatrsna, thirst, attraction to things. 

Pancavimsati, ed. N.Dutt, p. 119,1. 4-9: Yaddyusman Sariputra bodhisattvo mahasattvo ‘nupayakusalah 
satsuparamitasu carann ... ucyate bodhisattvasya mahasattvasya dharmatrsna. 

Satasah., ed. P. Ghosa, p. 485,1. 18-486,1. 7: Yaddyusman Sdradvatiputra bodhisattvo mahasattvo 
‘nupdyakausalena satsu paramitasu carati ... ucyate bodhisattvasya mahasattvasya dharmatrsna. 

Transl. - Venerable Sariputra, when the bodhisattva-mahasattva unskilled in skillful means practices the 
six perfections, and when, without skill in skillful means, he penetrates the concentrations of emptiness, signlessness 
and wishlessness, then he does not fall to the level of sravaka or that of pratyekabyuuddha, but neither does he 
accede to the absence of coarseness ( ny-dma) of the bodhisattva. This is called the coarseness of the summits in the 
bodhisattva... By coarseness (dma), O Sariputra, is meant thirst for things. 

- In brief, the bodhisattva who practices the six pdramitas and the three vimoksamukhas, but forgets 
skillful means ( updyakausalya ), does not fall to the level of sravaka or pratyekabuddha, but neither does he accede to 
the bodhisattvaniyama. The summits ( murdhan) to which he has climbed are not free of coarseness (dma) because he 
retains the dharmatrsna. This coarseness of the summits (murdhdma) which the bodhisattva does not succeed in 
passing over constitutes, in fact, a regression from the summits ( murdhabhyah pcita). 

This appears clearly in the translation made by Hiuan-tsang (T 220, vol. V, k. 36, p. 200cl4-18; vol. VII, 
k. 408, p. 43c26-44al): If the bodhisattva without possessing skill in skillful means ( updyakausalya) practices the 
six paramitas, if without skill in skillful means he becomes established in the three gates of deliverance 
(vimoksamukha ), then he steps backward and falls [note here the absence of negation!] to the level of sravaka or 
pratyekabuddha and does not accede to bodhisattvasamyaktvanyama. In the bodhisattva this is called falling from 
the summits ( murdhabhyah pcita)... By dma (in Chinese, cheng) we mean dharmatrsna. 

For another interpretation of these passages, see HBbBgirin, IV, p. 346, s.v. Choda. 

106 See preceding note. 
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emptiness of the external bases in the enptiness of the internal and external bases. And so on up to the 
emptiness (no. 18) of non-being and being itself (abhavasvabhavasunyata). ” 107 

7. Finally, the bodhisattva who accedes to niyama attains the mind “equal to that which has no equal” 

(i asamasamacitta ) but does not take pride in it ( ndtmdmam utkarsati). When we know [as he does] that the 
nature of the mind is integral emptiness, all the futile proliferation (prapanca ) about existence ( astitd) and 
non-existence ( ndstitd), etc. disappears. 


II. ‘POSITION’ AND ‘POSITION OF SALVATION’ 


Question. - In the system of the sravakas, why do they speak of samyaktvaniyama ‘position of salvation’, 
whereas in the system of the bodhisattvas they speak only of niyama ‘position’? 108 

Answer. - If the latter system spoke of samyaktvaniyama, it would not be wrong ( dosa ) either. Why? If it 
was a matter of a bodhisattva attribute, the latter would lead to salvation ( samyaktva ). But in the sravaka 
system, they speak only of ‘niyama’ and not of ‘niyama of the sravaka’. This is why [we specify] by saying 
samyaktvaniyama, ‘position of salvation’. 

Furthermore, the sravakas do not possess the mind of great loving-kindness ( mahdmaitn ) and great 
compassion (mahakarund). Their wisdom (prajnd) not being sharp ( tfksna ), they have no feeling of disgust 
(nirvedacitta) [for the world]; they especially seek out dharmas and multiply wrong views ( mityddrsti ), 
doubts ( vicikitsd) and regrets ( vipratisdra). The bodhisattva-mahasattva, however, full of loving-kindness 
and compassion for all, seeks especially to free beings from the sufferings of old age {jam), sickness 
(v yddhi) and death ( marana ); he does not try to imagine or increase futile proliferation (prapanca). Like the 
wealthy man ( sresthin ) who dearly loves his only son: when this son gets sick, his father looks for only the 
best remedies ( bhaisajya ) capable of curing the sickness; he does not seek to distinguish the names of the 
remedies and, as soon as he has found them, he mixes them and administers them. 


107 Pancavimsati, p. 120,1. 17-121,1. 3 (T 223, k. 3, p. 233b23-cl5); Satasahasrika, p. 489,1. 8-490,1. 12 (T 220, 
vol. V, k. 36, p. 201a22-b25): 

Ihayusman Sariputra bodhisattvo mahasattvah prajndpdramitdydm caran nddhyatmasunyatdydm 
bahirdhasunyatam ... bodhisattvasya mcihasattvasyaprajndpdramitdydm carato bodhisattvanyamah. 

108 The objection is valid if one considers the text of the Pancavimsati translated by Kumarajlva, but in the 
translation made by Hiuan-tsang, often there is the expression bodhisattvasamyaktvanyama (T 220, vol. VII, k. 402, 
p. 7c26; k. 404, p. 19a20-21; k. 408, p. 43c28). 

The answer is simple: When the sravaka enters the darsanamarga, he is destined for samyaktva, viz., 
destmction of raga, dvesa and moha, or nirvana. When the bodhisattva enters into his darsanamarga, he is assured of 
some day attaining the complete omniscience of the Buddhas consisting of the knowledge of all aspects 
(savdkdrajnata'). The niyama of the sravakas is a ‘position of salvation’; that of the bodhisatttvas is a ‘position of 
future Buddha’; therefore it is simply said ‘bodhisattvaniyama’ or else ‘dharmaniyama’). 
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Thus in order to consider the twelve-membered ( dvddasaniddna ) [pratltyasamutpada] the bodhisattvas start 
from the effects (phala ); they do not start from the causes ( hetu ) in order to consider it. [The sravakas] 
assess according to the cause, whereas the bodhisattvas who are romantics ( trsnabahula ) assess according 
to the effect. 109 In the sravakas, the cause is 

[262c] niyama: this is why they are in the position of salvation ( samyaktvaniyama ); in the bodhisattvas 
where the position of perdition (mithyatvaniyama) 110 is minimal (, tanu ), we speak only of 
bodhisattvaniyama. <1795> 


III. PREPARATORY PRACTICES FOR THE BODHISATTVANIYAMA 


Question. - In the system of the sravakas, there is samyaktvaniyama ‘position of salvation’ starting from 
the conviction producing a dharmajnana concering suffering (, duhkhe dharmajndnaksdnti ) up to the 
conviction producing a subsequent dharma concerning the path ( marge ‘nvayadharmajnanaksanti). nl As it 
is said in a sutra: “In the three evil destinies (durgati) three things cannot be found: 1) the position of 
salvation (samyaktvaniyama), 2) the fruits of the saints (dryaphala), 3) the destruction of the impurities 
(asravaksaya), just as they cannot be found in immoral beings ( duhsila ), blinded by wrong views 
(:mithyddrstika ) or guilty of the five wrongdoings of immediate retribution (dnantaryakdrin)." 12 Then, [in 
the bodhisattva system], starting from which dharmas is it a question of the bodhisattvaniyama? 


109 The sravakas preoccupied with their personal salvation are rationalists by the stopping of pratltyasamutpada; the 
bodhisattvas who aim above all for the benefit of others are the romantics. 

110 The sources distinguish three categories of beings: 1) samyaktvaniyatarasi, those who have netered into the path 
and will quickly reach nirvana; 2) mithyatvaniyatarasi , those who, having committed grave wrongdoings, will 
certainly go to the evil <1795> destinies and, havoing come out of them, will pass over I into the third rasi; 3) 
aniyatarasi, those who do not belong to either the first or the second rasi and can enter into either of them. Cf. 
DTgha, III, p. 217; Tseng-yi a-han, T 125, k.13, p. 614b23-24; k. 27, p. 698c; kathavatthu, p. 611; nettippakarana, p. 
96; Lalitavistara, p. 400,1. 2-3; Mahavastu, III, p. 318,1. 5; Mahavyut., no. 1737-39. 

111 The sixteen moments of mind of the darsanamarga: see above, p. 130F, n. 1; 214F; 1067F, n. 1; 141 IF, n. 2; 
1478-80F. In the first moment, the ascetic becomes an arya, destined for sainthood (samyaktvaniyata) and candidate 
for the first fruit of the Path (prathamapannaka). In the sixteenth moment, which coincides with the first moment of 
the bhavanamarga, the ascetic takes possession of the first fruit, the fruit of srotaapanna. 

112 Unidentified sutra, the essential ideas of which are expressed in the Samyutta, III, p. 225 foil. The Buddha 
declares that all the elements of existence, eye, colors, visual consciousness, etc., are transitory ( anicca ), changing 
(viparindmin) and destined to be altered (annathabhaviri). After which, he continues: 

Yo bhikkhave ime evam saddahati adhimuccati, ayam viccati, saddhanusan, okkanto sammattaniydmam, 
sappurisabhumim okkanto, vitivatto puthujjanabhumim, abhabbo tarn kammam katum yam kammam katva nirayam 
va tiracchcmayonim vd pettivisayam vd uppajjeyya, abhabbo ca tava kdlarn katum yava na sotapattiphalam 
sacchikaroti. - “He who believes in these teachings and adheres to them, O monks, is said to pursue [the truth] by 
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Answer. - In order to enter into the bodhisattvaniyama, it is necessary to cultivate completely four 
dharmas: 1) the first production of the mind of bodhi ( prathamacittotpada ); 2) the practice of <1796> 
meditation (caryabhavana); 3) great compassion ( mahdkarund); 4) skillful means (upaya). m 

Likewise, in the sravaka system, first the four roots of good (, kusalamulay 14 must be completely fulfilled, 
viz., i) heats ( usmagata ), ii ) summits ( murdhan ), Hi) patiences ( ksdnti ), iv) supreme worldly dharmas 
(laukikdgradharma ), in order then to accede to duhkhe dharmajndnaksalti [constituting] the 
samyaktvaniyama. 


faith. He has acceded to the detennination of salvation; he has acceded to the level of a virtuous man; he has escaped 
from the level of the ordinary man. It is impossible for him to do an action by virtue of which he would take rebirth 
in hell, in an animal destiny or in the world of the pretas; it is impossible for him to die without having realized the 
fruit of entering into the stream.” 

113 These four dhannas preliminary to the bodhisattvaniyama are to be cultivated in the level of the practice of 
adhesion ( adhimukticaryabhumi ) and in the first seven levels, the niyama taking place only in the eighth. The four 
great Prajnas, which are also the earliest, distinguish four degress and ten levels in the bodhisattva’s career: 

1) The prathamaydnasamprasthita having just embarked in the Greater Vehicle by means of the first 
production of the mind of bodhi (prathamacittotpada). He is also called prathamacittotpadika and is in the 
preparatory stage, the adhimukticaryabhumi. 

2) The caryapratipanna, endowed with practices, who for a long time has cultivated the six perfections 
and, in a mind of great loving-kindness, skill in skillfiul means ( updyakausalya). He is in grounds one to seven. 

3) The avivarartamya or irreversible bodhisattva established ‘in the position of bodhisattva’ 
(bodhisattvaniyama). He is in the eighth and ninth grounds. 

4) The ekajatipratibaddha, separated froniBuddhahood by one lifetime only. He is on the tenth ground. 
These four degress in the bodhisattva career, prathamaydnasamprasthita, etc., are mentioned in the 

Prajnaparamitas: 

a. Astasahasrika, ed. U. Wogihara, p. 831,1. 10-15; T 227 (vol. VIII), k. 8, p. 575al9-21; T 220 (vol. VII), 
k. 553, p. 849a26-29; k. 564, p. 914cl-4. 

b. Astadasasah., T 220 (vol. VII), k. 521, p. 666b9-12; k. 553, p. 849a26-29. 

c. Pancavimsatisah., T 223 (vol VIII), k. 19, p. 358cl0-13; T 220 (vol. VII), k. 456, p. 302a6-10. 

d. Satasah., T 220 (vol. VI), k. 341, p. 752c28-753a2. 

The four degrees are also cited and commented on in the Wen chou che li wen p’ou t’i king, T 464, p. 
482bl2-15; the Gayaslrsa, T 465, p. 485a5-7; T 466, p. 487c26-28; T 467, p. 490cl-4; and the Mahasamnipatra, T 
397, k. 10, p. 67a4-6. 

Compare the four carya of the Mahavastu, I, p. 46,1. 6-7. 

For the correpondence between the four degress and the six grounds, see the Aloka, p. 831 „ 1. 22-24: 
Adhimukticaryabhumau prathamayanasamprasthitah. Pramuditadisaptabhumisu carydpratipanndh. 
Acalddibhumidvitaye ‘vinivartamyah. Dasamydm bhumav ejajatipratibaddhdh. 

114 These are the four roots of good favorable to the penetration of the four noble Truths ( nirvedhabhagvya 
kusalamuld)-, cf. p. 395F, n. 1; 1067F, 1077F, 141 IF, 1462F, 1485F. 
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Question. - But carrying out the practices (caiyabhavana) includes (samgrhnati) the four dharmas [you 
have just mentioned]. Why do you distinguish four of them? 

Answer. - <1797> 

1. Production of the mind of bodhi 

The first production of the mind of bodhi (prathamacittotpdda) indeed involves carrying out a practice 
(i caiyabhavana), but as it is not practiced for a long time, I do not call it ‘carrying out a practice’. Thus, 
when a householder does not stay at home all day, he is not said, however, to be away on a journey ( carati ). 

2. Carrying out practices 

Furthermore, while at the moment when he produces the mind of bodhi ( cittotpdda ), the bodhisattva is only 
formulating a vow ( pranidhdna ) in his mind, whereas at the time of the practices ( caiyd), he is really 
acting: he makes material gifts (amisa) to people, he engages in rituals ( sfldni samddaddti ), etc. Thus 
pratice of the six perfections (pdramitd) is called ‘carrying out the practices’ ( caiyabhavana). 

3. Great compassion 

Having carried out the practices, the bodhisattva, by means of the perfection of wisdom ( prajndpdramita ), 
knows the true nature ( bhutalaksana) of dharmas, and with a feeling of great compassion ( mahdkarund), he 
has pity for beings who do not know this true nature of dharmas and who become attached the the 
deceiving systems of the world and thereby undergo all sorts of physical suffering ( kdyika duhkhd) and 
mental suffering ( caitasika duhkhd). This is called ‘experiencing great compassion’, but not ‘carrying out 
the practices’. 

4. Skillful means 

As for skillful means ( updya ), here is the following. Completely fulfilling the perfection of wisdom, the 
bodhisattva knows the emptiness ( sunya ) of dharmas, and with great compassion, he pities beings. 

Here are two things to be considered: 1) By the power of his perfection of wisdom, 115 the bodhisattva feels 
no attachment ( abhinivesa ) for things; 2) although he knows the true nature of dharmas, <1798> the power 
of his skillful means {updya) is such that he does not abandon beings. Without abandoning beings, he 
knows the true emptiness of dharmas. If the two things in him - prajna and upaya - are balanced, then the 
bodhisattva can accede to bodhisattvaniyama. 

Similarly, the sravaka, in whom the two things - concentration {samddhi) and wisdom (prajna) - are 
balanced, accedes at this moment to the position of salvation ( samyaktvaniydrna ). 

115 The text has: “by the power of means”, which is evidently a lapse. 
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Although they involve a [certain] ‘practice’ (carya). these dharmas of the bodhisattva, [viz., production of 
the mind of bodhi, the carrying out of the practices, great compassion and skillful means] take on other 
names as well and, [except for the second], are not called ‘carrying out the practices’ {caryabhavana). All 
the practices carried out by the bodhisattva from his first production of the mind of bodhi 
( prathamacittotpdda) up to his sitting on the seat of enlightenment ( bodhimandanisadana ) are the carrying 
out of practice [under different names], but as there are a few slight differences, they are given different 
names to distinguish them more easily. 


IV. SKILLFUL MEANS AND WISDOM 


When someone produces the mind of supreme complete enlightenment for the first time, he wants to free 
all beings from physical and mental sufferings ( kdyikacaitasikaduhkha ): old age {jam), sickness ( vyddhi ), 
death, ( marana ), etc. He formulates great vows ( mahdpranidhdna ) and is adorned with two things, qualities 
(guna ) and wisdom ( prajna), as a result of which his wishes will all be fulfilled. 

These two things involve a sixfold ‘carrying out of practices’ (i caryabhavana): these are the six perfections 
( paramitd). Generosity (, dana ), morality (sila) and patience {ksdnti) make up the guna part; exertion ( virya ), 
meditation [263a] ( dhydna ) and wisdom ( prajna) make up the prajna part. The bodhisattva practices these 
six perfections. 

Knowing that the characteristics of these dharmas are very profound ( gambhfra ), subtle ( suksma ), difficult 
to probe {durvigdhya) and difficult to understand ( duranubodha ), he has the following thought: 

“Beings are attached {abhinivista) to the dharmas of the threefold world. By what means can I lead them to 
find the natures of these dharmas? For that I must fullfil completely the qualities {guna) and be endowed 
with pure wisdom (visuddhaprajnd). <1799> 

“The Buddha’s body has thirty-two primary marks {laksana) and eighty secondary marks ( anuvyanjana ); 
his radiance (prabhd) is perfect and his superknowledges ( abhijna ) are immense. By means of his ten 
powers {bala), four fearlessnesses (vaisaradya), eighteen special attributes (dvenikadharma) and four 
unhindered knowledges ( pratisamvid ), he considers those who should be saved, preaches the Dharma to 
them and converts them. 

“Thus [the garuda], the golden-winged king of the birds, when he finds some nagas to be destroyed, strikes 
the sea with his wings and separates the waters; then he seizes them and devours them. 116 In the same way, 
the Buddha with his buddha-eye ( buddhacaksus ) considers beings distributed in the universes of the ten 
directions and inhabiting the five destinies {gad), and he asks himself who should be saved. First he 
manifests the bases of his magical power (rddhipdda ); then he uncovers the trains of thought of their minds 
{cittavispandita). Having removed the three obstacles (dvarana) by these two things, he preaches the 


116 This mythical bird called garuda or suparna has a wing-span of five hundred leagues and the beating of its wings 
brings on the tempests. It is the sworn enemy of the nagas. 
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Dharma and saves beings of the threefold world. A being who thus holds the powers of the Buddha 
(buddhabala) and immense superknowledges (, abhijna ) would merit belief even if he were lying, all the 
more so when he is speaking the truth. That is what is called skillful means ( updya ).” 

Furthermore, the bodhisattva, knowing the [True] nature ( bhutalaksana ) and remembering his previous 
vows ( purvapranidhana ) wants to save beings. He has the following reflection: In the True nature of 
dharmas, there are no beings to be found ( nopalabhyante ). Then how to save them? 

He has the following thought: There are no beings to be found in the True nature of dharmas but, 
nevertheless, they are ignorant of this nature of dharmas. Therefore I wish that they should know this True 
nature. 

Finally, this Tine nature of dharmas does not harm beings for it is defined as being without harm and 
without activity. 

That is what is meant by skillful means (updya). <1800> 

The bodhisattva who completely fulfills ( paripurayanti) these four dharmas, 117 accedes to the 
bodhisattvaniyama. 


Fifth Section SURPASSING THE LOWER VEHICLES AND 
ACCEDING TO THE IRREVERSIBLE GROUND 


This section does not add anything to the preceding section, but insists on the close relationship between the 
bodhisattvaniyama and the quality of irreversible ( avaivartika ) bodhisattva: the latter is not really acquired until the 
ninth bhumi. 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 21,1. 12; Satasahastika, p. 67,1. 13-16). - The bodhisattva-mahasattva who 
wishes to surpass the stages of sravaka and pratyekabuddha and who wishes to take his place on the 
irreversible ground should exert himself in the perfection of wisdom (Srdvakapratyekabuddhabhumim 
atikramitukamena, avaivartikabhumau sthatukamenaprajndpdramitdyam siksatavyam ). 


Sastra. — 

I. SURPASSING THE STAGE OF SRAVAKA AND PRATYEKABUDDHA 


117 The four preparatory practices, prathamacittopada, etc., that are the subject of the present section. 


1480 



Question. - At the moment when the bodhisattva acceded to dharmaniyama, he had already surpassed the 
stage of the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas and was settled in the irreversible ground. Why return to that 
here? 

Answer. - Although these three events are simultaneous and linked one to the other, they must be praised 
in order ( kramena ). Similarly, when in a single moment of mind, the ascetic simultaneously acquires the 
five pure faculties (anasravendriya), 18 it is necessary to distinguish them and describe their characteristics 
each in turn. 

When the bodhisattva accedes to dharmaniyama, he destroys such and such fetters ( samyojana ), acquires 
such and such qualities ( guna ), surpasses such and such stages and becomes established on such and such a 
ground, but only the Buddha knows it. It is in order to guide ( upanayana ) the bodhisattvas that the Buddha 
celebrates all of that in many ways. Similarly, at the beginning of the present sutra 119 it was said: “The 
Buddha was on the Grdhrakutaparvata with <1801> an assembly of five thousand bhiksus: all were arhat, 
had destroyed their impurities ( ksinasrava ), were accomplished and perfect ( ki-takrtya ), 120 etc. It was in 
[263b] order to guide other men and purify their minds that the Buddha multiplied these praises and there 
was no fault ( dosa ) there. It is the same here: if the bodhisattva has acceded to dharmaniyama, by that very 
fact he has “surpassed the stage of sravaka and pratyekabuddha” and has “become established on the 
irreversible ground”. Furthermore, it is because he has acceded to the dharmaniyama that the bodhisattva 
has surpassed the stage of the sravaka and pratyekabuddha and is established on the irreversible ground. 

Question. - But in acceding to the dharmaniyama, the bodhisattva also bypasses old age (jara), sickness 
(vyddhi) and death ( marana ), he cuts through the fetters ( samyojana ) and suppresses the three evil destinies 
(durgati) as has been said above (p. 1790F). Why then does [the Prajnaparamitasutra] limit itself to saying 
that “he surpasses the stage of sravaka and prateykabuddha”? [By acceding to the dharmaniyama] the 
bodhisattva is also established in many quakities (guna). Why does [the sutra] say only that he ‘is 
established on the irreversible ground’? 

Answer. - The bodhisattva abandons bad things and acquires the qualities. Later, the sutra will describe 
successively the qualities in which he is established. When the Dharma is explained, it is necessary to 
proceed in an orderly fashion ( krama); it is impossible to speak of everything at the same time. 

Furthermore, when the bodhisattva produces the mind of bodhi ( cittotpdda ) for the first time, he is afraid 
above all of not bypassing the stage of sravaka and pratyekabuddha. For him, to fall directly into hell 
(niraya) would be less formidable, for [such a fall] would not definitively cut the path of the Mahayana. On 


118 Sraddha, vfiya, smrti and prajna: seep. 1125-1127F. 

119 Cf.p. 198F. 

120 Since Bumouf, krtakrtya has been translated as ‘having accomplished what they had to do’, but see above, p. 
213-215F. 
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the other hand, [to remain at the stage] of sravaka or pratyekabuddha consitutes a definitive loss for the 
Mahayana. 121 <1802> 

[The caution of the cotton-tree .] - Thus there once was a cotton-tree ( salmali) in a desert land. Its fruits and 
its branches were great and broad and birds in large numbers would gather there to pass the night. There 
came a day when one single pigeon ( kapota ) sat on a branch; the branch and the fruits brole off 
instantaneously. 

The deity of the marsh ( kacchadevatd ) asked the deity of the tree (v. rksadevatd): When there are large 
numbers of birds, eagles ( garutmat ) or vultures ( grdhra ), you were able to sustain them; why could you not 
resist a little bird? 

The deity of the tree ansaered: This bird was lately sitting on an enemy of mine, the banyan tree 
(nyagrodha ) and, having eaten a seed of that tree, it came to perch on me. It will certainly let fall droppings 
and, from the seed that has fallen to the ground, there will grow another evil tree that will certainly do me a 
great wrong. Thus, with anger and fearful of this pigeon, I preferred to sacrifice one branch: that was better. 

- The bodhisattva-mahasattva does the same. He feels less afraid of the heretics ( tirthika ), Mara’s troops, 
the fetters ( samyojana ) and evil actions ( papakarman ) than of the arhats and pratyekabuddhas. Why? For 
the bodhisattva, the arhats and pratyekabuddhas are like the pigeon of the story for they destroy the spirit of 
the Mahayana and definitively min the work of the Buddha ( buddhakdrya ). This is why [the 
Prajnaparamitasutra] mentions, as the most important here, only the fact of “bypassing the stage of sravaka 
and pratyekabuddha and becoming established on the irreversible ground”. <1803> 


II. BECOMING ESTABLISHED ON THE IRREVERSIBLE GROUND 


Question. - What is the irreversible gound ( avaivartikabhumi )? 

Answer. - 1. The bodhisattva considers unborn ( anutopanna ), non-destroyed (, aniruddha ) neither unborn 
nor non-destroyed ( naivdnutpannandniruddha ), neither shared (saddhdrana ) nor unshared ( asddhdrana ) 
dharmas. Considering things thus, he is freed from the threefold world. Utilizing neither the empty (sunya) 
nor the non-empty ( asunya ), he believes whole-heartedly in the wisdom of the True nature ( bhutalaksana ) 
held by the Buddhas of the ten directions. Nothing can shake it or destroy it. It is called ‘conviction that 
dharmas do not arise’ ( anutpattikadharmaksanti ), and this conviction constitutes the irreversible ground. 


121 The Vimalaklrtinirdesa, transl. p. 292, puts the following thought into the mouth of the arhat Mahakasyapa: “It 
would be better to become guilty of the five sins of immediate retribution (anantarya ) than to be completely 
liberated as arhat as we are. Why? Because those who are guilty of the five anantaryas still have the power to 
destroy these anantaryas, to produce the mind of supreme complete enlightenment and to gradually realize all the 
dhannas of the Buddha. Whereas we, the arhats, who have destroyed our impurities, we will never be capable of 
that.” 
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2. Furthermore, access to the bodhisattvaniyama is the irreversible ground and the surpassing of the stage 
of sravaka and pratyekabuddha is also called irreversible ground. 

3. Furthermore, the bodhisattva established on the irreversible ground obtains indestructible ( asamhdrya ) 
and immutable ( acyuta ) superknowledges ( abhijna ) from lifetime to lifetime as fruit of retribution 

(vipdlaphala ). Endowed with these two things and while grasping the True nature ( bhutalaksana ) of 
dharmas, he uses his great compassion (mahakaruna) and does not abandon beings. 

4. Furthermore, the bodhisattva possess two attributes: i) pure wisdom (visuddhaprajna); ii) the wisdom of 
skillful means ( updyajiidna ). Fie possesses two other attributes: id) high resolve ( adhydsaya ) directed 
toward nirvana; iv) activity (kriyd) that does not neglect the world ( loka ). 

Fie is like a great naga whose tail is deep in the great sea but whose head is in the sky;'~ he makes the 
lightning and the thunder but also makes the [beneficial] great rain to fall. 

5. Finally, the irreversible bodhisattva who has acquired the wisdom of the True nature ( bhutalaksana ) of 
dharmas retains it from one existence to <1804> the next without ever abandoning it, even temporarily. 
About the profound sutras of the Buddha 12 , he never has any doubt or difficulty. Why? Fie says: “I myself 
do not have omniscience ( sarvajnatd ); that is why I do not know by what skillful means and for what 
reason the sutras are expressed in this way.” 

By virtue of his deep aspiration ( abhydsaya ), the irreversible ( avaivartika ) bodhisattva never does any harm 
{papa). In his deep aspiration, he accumulates good things (kusala); superficially, he may do bad ( akusala ) 
things. 


III. THE TWO KINDS OF IRREVERSIBLE BODHISATTVAS 


Question. - In his avaivartika quality, the bodhisattva has the conviction that dharmas do not rise 
(i anutpattikadharmaksdnti ). Why does he still do bad things by means of a superficial mind? 

Answer. - There are two kinds of avaivartika : 1) the one who has obtained anutpattiladharmaksdnti; 2) the 
one who has not obtained anutpattikadharmaksdnti [but who has received the prediction]. 124 The Buddha 


122 The huge dimensions of the nagas is well known. It is such that ‘the tail is still in Taksasila while the head is 
already in Benares’: cf. Abiniskramanasutra, T 190, k. 37, p. 828bl7. 

123 By ‘profound sutras’, the canonical sources already mean the sutras associated with the teaching of emptiness. 

Cf. Anguttara, I, p. 72; III, p. 107; Samyutta, II, p. 267: Suttanta Tathdgatabhasitd gambinrd gambhirattha lokuttard 
suhhatdpatisamyuttd: ‘Sutras preached by the Tathagata, profound, of profound meaning, supramundane, associated 
with emptiness’. They are also called sutras of precise meaning (mtartha): cf. Aksayamatinirdesa in Madh. vrtti, p. 
43,1. 4-9. 

124 Interpreting the Prajnaparamitasutras faithfully, the Traite distinguishes the two kinds of avaivartika^, i.e., with 
regression, or without regression in their progress toward supreme bodhi. 
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knows that <1805> because of his past (a hi a) and future ( andgata ) karmic causes and conditions, this 
bodhisattva will necessarily become a buddha for the benefit and happiness of other beings (parasattvdndm 
hitdya sukhyaya ) and gives him the prediction ( vydkarana ). 125 With his body of birth-death 
(cyutyupapadamdmsakdya or samsdramdmsakdyd), this bodhisattva has not yet cut the fetters ( samyojana ), 


1. There is an civciivartika in deed and rightfully, showing all the characteristics of the avaivartika 
described by the Prajnaparamita (see above, p. 243-245F) and having notably the conviction that dhannas do not 
arise. This conviction, definitively realized in the eighth bhumi, the Acala, detennines or predestines the bodhisattva 
to supreme bodi: he cannot fall back, and this is called the niyama. 

2. There is an avaivartika in deed only. He does not show the characteristics of an avaivartika and would 
be able, in principle, to fall back. In fact, he will go directly to supreme enlightenment of the Buddhas, but only the 
Buddha knows this. This bodhisattva is avaivartika in the prescience of the Buddha and it happens that the Buddha 
gives him the prediction of it ( vydkarana ). This is what is said in the Pancavimsati, p. 66,1. 15-16 and the 
Satasahasrika, p. 272,1. 7-9: Santi bodhisattva mahdsattvdyeprathamacittotpadenaiva bodhisattvaniycimam 
avarlanty avinivartamyabhumau vavatisthante. - “There are bodhisattvas who, just through the first production of 
the mind of bodlii, enter into the determination of bodhisattva or become established in the irreversible ground.” 

Here another passage of the Traite must be cited (k. 74, p. 579c21-580al 1) already mentioned and 
translated by L. de La Vallee Poussin in Siddhi, p. 738-739: 

“What must the bodhisattva obtain to receive the name of avaivartika ? 

“According to the Abhidharmavibhasa, when the bodhisattva, having crossed through three incalculable 
periods ( asamkhyeyakalpa ), plants the causes that will produce the thirty-two marks, starting from this moment, he 
is called avaivartika (see above, p. 246-249F; Kosa, IV, p. 222-223). 

“According to the Vinaya-Avadana, since he saw the buddha DTpamkara, threw the five flowers, spread 
out his hair on the ground, received from the Buddha the ‘prediction of avaivartika’, rose up into the air and prased 
the Buddha: starting from that moment, he is called avaivartika. 

“But in the Prajnaparamita, when the bodhisattva possesses the practice of the six paramitas, obtains jnana 
and itpdya, is no longer attached to the paramitas which are absolutely empty, sees that all dhannas are without 
birth-cessation-increase-decrease, defilement, purity, coming-going-unity-multiplicity-permanence-impermanence- 
existence-non-existence, without any dualities whatsoever; then, as a result of this jnana , he sees and crushes any 
note of impermanence after having crushed any note of permanence; abandons the view of nonarising-cessation, the 
view of impermanence; is not attached to nonarising-cessation... he is called ‘bodhisattva who has obtained the 
anutpattikadharmaksanti’, he enters into the determination of bodhisattva, he is called avaivartika. 

“Undoubtedly, since the first production of the mind of bodhi ( prathamacittotpada ), the bodhisattva is 
called avaivartika', but he is not endowed with the avaivartika characteristics.” 

125 The Suramgamasamddhi (transl. p. 20-213) distinguishes four kinds of predictions ( vydkarana ): i) prediction 
concerning the one who has not yet produced the bodlii mind ( anutpaditabodhicittavyakarana ), ii) prediction 
conferred on the one who has just produced bodhi mind ( utpaditabodhicittavydkarana ), iii) prediction made secretly 
(rahovyakarana ), iv) prediction made in the presence of the one who has obtained the conviction that dhannas do 
not arise (anutpattikadharmaksdntilabdhasammukhavydkarana). - Here it is a matter of a bodhisattva who has not 
yet obtained the ksanti but whose progress toward bodhi will be irreversible. The Buddha knows it and predicts it. 


1484 



but of all ordinary people ( prthagjana ), he is by far the foremost, and he too is described as avaiavartika. 
When he obtains anutpattikadharmaksanti and cuts all the fetters (, samyojana ), he will be purified 
(parisuddha ). His last fleshly body (pascima mdmsakdya ) having disappeared, he will obtain a body born 
of the fundamental element <1806> (dharmadhatujakdya); rid of the fetters, he will no longer need a 
teacher. He will be like a ship (nan) on the great Ganges river that does not need a pilot and by itself ends 
up in the great ocean. 

Furthermore, since his first production of the bodhi mind ( prathamacittotpada ), he has made the great 
resolution of cutting all the conflicting [264a] emotiona (klesa) and knowing the True nature 
0 bhutalaksana ) of dharmas: then he will become [truly] avaivartika. 

By practicing the perfection of generosity ( ddnapdramitd) alone, the bodhisattva perfects ( paripurayati ) the 
six perfections; the same [by practicing the other perfections] up to and including the perfection of 
wisdom. 126 But by practicing the six virtues, the bodhisattva does not yet become avaivartika : it is at the 
moment when he produces a feeling of great compassion ( mahdkarundcitta ) toward beings that he becomes 
avaivartika. 

Endowed with this feeling of compassion, he has the following thought: “Dharmas all being empty (sunya), 
there are no beings ( sattva ); who then is there to be saved?” At that moment, his feeling of compassion 
weakens. But it happens that, in the face of the great misery of beings, the vision he has of the emptiness of 
dharmas (dharmasunyatasamanupasyana) weakens in turn. If he has the power of skillful means 
(; updyabala ), the two things [viz., the feeling of compassion and the seeing of emptiness] are in balance, 
without struggling against each other. The feeling of great compassion does not hinder [the seeing] of the 
True nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas and [the seeing] of the True nature of dharmas does not prevent the 
arising of great compassion ( mahdkanmd). 12 ' That is skillful means ( updya ), Then the bodhisattva ‘accedes 
to the dharmaniyama of the bodhisattva and is established on the irreversible ground’. <1807> 

See what is said in the Wang-chengp ’in (Upapadaparivarta) 128 , and in regard to the characteristics of the 
avaivartika, see later the two A-pi-po-tchep ’in (Avaivartikaparivarta). 129 


126 The bodhisattva cultivates the six paramitas during the first six bhumi s: generosity ( dana ) in the first, morality 
(sila) in the second, patience ( ksanti ) in the third, exertion ( virya ) in the fourth, meditation ( dhyana) in the fifth and 
wisdom ( prajna) in the sixth. Nevertheless, the fact of specially cultivating one paramita brings about the perfecting 
of the other five since the paramitas are inseparable. Generosity, cultivated preferentially in the first ground, brings 
about morality, patience, exertion, meditation and wisdom: see above, p. 750-769F. For the mutual inclusion of the 
six paramitas, cf. Sutralamkara, p. 115-116; Samgraha, p. 195; Siddhi, p. 630. 

127 The Vimalakfrtinirdesa (transl., p. 233-234) makes the entire edifice of the bodhisattva rest on two pillars: the 
wisdom assumed by skillful means (updyapattaprajna) and the skillful means assumed by wisdom 

( prajnopdttopaya ). 

128 Chapter IV of the Pancavimsati, T 223, k. 2, p. 225a-229c. 

129 Chapter LV of the Pancavimsati, also called Pou-t’ouei p’in, T 223, k. 16, p. 239a-341b. 
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CHAPTER XLIII (p. 1809F) THE PURSUIT OF THE SIX 

SUPERKNOWLEDGES 


First Section BECOMING ESTABLISHED IN THE SIX 
SUPERKNOWLEDGES 

NOTE ON THE ABHIJNAS 


The superknowledges (Sanskrit, abhijiia; Pali, abhinna; Chinese, t'ong or chen-t'ong; Tibetan, mrion poi¬ 
ses pa) are six in number and are usually presented in the following order: 

1. Rddhividhijndna (Pali, iddhividha) or rddhivisayajndna, the knowledge of magical processes. 

2. Divyasrotra ( dibbasota ), divine hearing. 

3. Cetahparydyajndna, also called paracittajndna, the knowledge of another’s mind. 

4. Purvanivasanusmrtijnana, (pubbe nivdsdnussatind.no), the memory of [one’s] former abodes (or 
existences). 

5. Cyutupapddajndna (sattdnam cutupapatandna), the knowledge of the death and rebirth of beings, also 
called divyacaksus ( dibbacakkhu ), the divine eye. 

6. Asravaksayajndna (asavakkhayandna ), the knowledge of the destruction of the impurities. 

1. Canonical definition of the abhijnas 


Pali recension. - Digha, I, p. 78-84; 111, 281; Majjhima, I, p. 4-36, 494-496; II, p. 18-22; III, p. 11-12, 98- 
99: Samyutta, II, p. 212-214; V, p. 264-266; Anguttara, I, p. 255-256; III, p. 17-19, 28-29, 280-281, 425- 
426; V, p. 199-200. 

Sanskrit recension. - Catusparisatsutra, p. 432-434; Pancavimsati, p. 83-87; Satasahasrika, p. 301-308; 
Dasabhumika, p. 34-36; Kosavyakhya, p. 654. Among these various recensions there are numerous 
variations in detail, and here two of them will be reproduced. 

Digha, I, p. 78-84: 

I. so anekavihitam iddhividham paccanubhoti. 

1) ekopi hutvd bahudhd hoti ... 

2) ... parimajjatiydva brahmalokdpi kdyena vasam vatteti. 
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VI. ... brahmacariyam katam karamyam naparam itthattaya tipajanati / 


Dasabhumika, p. 34-36: 

I. so ‘nekavidhdm rddhividhim (var. rddhivisayam) pratyanubhavati / 

1. prthivvn api kampayati. ... 

8 .... brahmalokam api kdyena vasam vartayati. 

VI. (Kosavyakhya, p. 654) ...krtam karamyam naparam asmdd bhavam itiprajndndti/ 


Translation of the Sanskrit: 

I. - He practices various magical processes: 1. he shakes the earth; 2. being one, he becomes many; 3. 
being many, he becomes one; 4. he manifests appearances and disappearances; 5. he passes through walls, 
ramparts and mountains unimpededly as though it were through space; 6. he moves through space with 
crossed legs like a bird with wings; 7. he dives into the earth and emerges from it as though it were water; 

8. he walks on the water without sinking as though it were on the earth; 9. he smokes and flames like a 
great mass of fire; 10. he emits currents of water from his body, like a great cloud; 11. he strokes the sun 
and the moon, so prodigious and so powerful, touches them with his hand and exerts his will physically as 
far as the world of Brahma. 

II. By the faculty of the pure and superhuman divine hearing, he hears the two kinds of sounds, divine and 
human, subtle and coarse, distant or near, including those of horseflies, mosquitoes, insects and flies. 

III. With his mind, he recognizes precisely the minds of other beings, of other people; he recognizes 
precisely a loving mind as a loving mind, a mind free of love as a mind free of love, a hateful mind as a 
hateful mind, a mind without hate as a mind without hate, a disturbed mind as a disturbed mind, a mind free 
of disturbance as a mind free of disturbance, an impassioned mind as an impassioned mind, a mind without 
passion as a mind without passion, a small mind as a small mind, a vast mind as a vast mind, an elevated 
mind as an elevated mind, an immense mind as an immense mind, a condensed mind as a condensed mind, 
a concentrated mind as a concentrated mind, an unconcentrated mind as an unconcentrated mind, a 
liberated mind as a liberated mind, a non-liberated mind as a non-liberated mind, a stained mind as a 
stained mind, a stainless mind as a stainless mind, a coarse mind as a coarse mind, a mind without 
coarseness as a mind without coarseness. This is how, by means of his mind, he recognizes precisely the 
mind of other beings, of other people. 

IV. He remembers his many earlier abodes: one lifetime, two, three, four five, ten, twenty, thirty, forty, 
fifty lifetimes, several hundred lifetimes, several hundreds of thousand lifetimes, a period of disappearance 
(of the world), a period of creation, several periods of disappearance, a hundred periods, a thousand 
periods, a hundred thousand periods, a million periods, a hundred million periods, a thousand million 
periods, a hundred thousand million periods, up to many hundreds of thousands of millions of kotiniyuta of 
periods. He thinks: “At that time, I had such and such a name, such and such a clan, such and such a family, 
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such and such food, such and such a lifespan; I experienced such and such happiness and such and such 
suffering. When 1 left this place, I was reborn over there and from that place I was reborn here.” This is 
how he remembers his many earlier bodes with their aspects, their location and their details. 

V. With his divine eye, purified, superhuman, he sees beings dying and being reborn and recognizes them 
according to reality, handsome or ugly, of good or bad destiny, excellent or vile, according to the 
consequences of their actions. He thinks: “These beings full of bodily misdeeds, full of vocal misdeeds, full 
of mental misdeeds, slandering the saints, having wrong views, acting badly as a result of their wrong 
views, for this cause and this reason, at the dissolution of the body after death, are born in a miserable state, 
in a bad destiny, in an abyss, in the hells. On the other hand, these beings endowed with good bodily 
actions, endowed with good vocal actions, endowed with good mental actions, not slandering the saints, 
having right views, acting well as a result of their right views, for this cause and this reason, at the 
dissolution of the body after death, are born in the good destinies, in the heavens, in the god realms. Thus 
with his divine eye, pure, superhuman, he sees, with their aspects, their location and their details, beings 
dying or being born, and he recognizes them in conformity with reality. 

VI. He recognizes properly the noble truths: this is suffering, this is the origin of suffering, this is the 
destruction of suffering, this is the way leading to the destruction of suffering. While he knows this and 
sees this, his mind is liberated from the impurities [of the realm] of desire ( kamadhatu ) is freed from the 
impurities of the two higher realms ( bhavasrava ) and the impurities of ignorance ( avidydsrava ). When he 
is liberated, the knowledge and the vision of being liberated arise in him. He recognizes: “Birth is 
exhausted for me; there is no further existence for me.” 


- Whereas the Pali Nikayas remain faithful to the order followed in the wording of the abhijnas, the 
Sanskrit Agamas depart from it frequently: as we will see later, they may place divyacaksus or divyasrota 
at the head of the list. 


The first five abhijnas which occur among worldly people (prthagjana ) as well as among the saints ( arhat ) 
are within the range of human powers and consequently are of mundane order ( laukika ). In contrast to the 
asravaksayajnana strictly reserved for the saints, they form a separate group: that of the five abhijnas often 
mentioned in the texts: cf. Samyutta, II, p. 121-122; mahavastu, I, p. 284,1. 3; II, p. 33,1. 11; 96,1. 1; 
Divyavadana, p. 321,1. 3; Saddharmapund., p. 134,1. 11; 141,1. 9; 254,1. 14; Siksasamuccaya, p. 243,1. 
13. 

Abhijna is rendered in French sometimes as ‘pouvoir naturel’ (supernatural power), sometimes as 
‘supersavoir’ (superknowledge): the second translation seems preferable for abhijna; as its name indicates, 
it is indeed an awareness of superior order which does not necessarily means an intuitive awareness. The 
earliest sources already insist on the fact that they are the fruit of samadhi: they appear only “in a 
concentrated mind, very pure, very clean, without fault, free of stains, supple, ready to act, stable, having 
reached impassivity.” (Dlgha, I, p. 77 seq.). 
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2. The Abhijnas in the Abhidharma 


Pali scholasticism (Patisambhida, I, p. 111-118; Visuddhimagga, ed. H. C. Warren, p. 328-368) reproduces 
fully the canonical definition of the abhijnas cited at the beginning of the present note, comments on it 
word by word and illustrates it with numerous examples. 

Scholars have taken into account that the canonical definition of rddyabhijnd refers above all to miraculous 
movement and does not embrace the entire group of magical processes. They have, therefore, completed 
the list by distinguishing ten kinds of iddhi (Patisambhida, II, p. 207-214; Visuddhimagga, p. 318-323; 
Atthasalini, p. 91; see also S. Z. Aung, Compendium of Philosophy, p. 61): 

1. Adhitthdnd iddhi, magic by virtue of an act of will, to which the canonical formula exclusively refers: 
“Being one, he becomes many”, etc. 

2. Vikubband iddhi, magic of bodily transformation. 

3. Manomayd iddhi, creation of a physical body, the double of oneself. 

4. Ndnavipphdrd iddhi, magic resulting from an intervention of knowledge. 

5. Samddhivipphdrd iddhi, magic resulting from an intervention of the mind in concentration. 

6. Ariyd iddhi, noble magic, permitting the seeing of pleasant things as unpleasant and vice versa. This was 
already discussed by the canonical sutras (Dlgha, III, p. 112-113, etc.). 

7. Kammavipdkajd iddhi, magic resulting from the retribution of actions. 

8. Punnavato iddhi, magic belonging to the deserving person. 

9. Vijjdmayd iddhi, magic of the scientific order, resulting from progress in the sciences. 

10. Tattha tattha sammdpayogapaccayd ijjhanatthena iddhi, magic the success of which is assured by a 
correct undertaking in such and such a realm. Thus the destruction of the impurities has, as cause, the 
efforts employed in the course of the career of the arhats. 


The abhijnas are placed neither among the dharmas of the Path studied in chapters XXXI to XXXVIII nor 
among the attributes of the Buddhas mentioned in chapters XXXIX to XLII, but they present many traits in 
common with them. They form a special category which fits into the Buddhist system poorly and whose 
job seems to have been done already. As the Traite has already commented (p. 1557F), there is only a 
difference of intensity of knowledge between abhijnd, vidyd and bala. All of this poses some difficult 
problems over which the Abhidharmas and the sastras of the Sarvastivadins have struggled for a long time: 
cf. Samgltiparyaya, T 1536, k.15, p.432bl7-c8; Mahavibhasa, T 1545, k. 102, p. 530; k. 141, p. 727b22- 
728cl: T 1546, K. 53, p. 383b-c; Abhidharmasara, T 1550 k. 3, p. 824a27-28; Abhidharmamrtarasa, T 
1553, k. 2, p. 975c22-976al7. 
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Kosa, VII, p. 98-112, comes to the following conlusions: 

In their nature ( svabhdva ), the abhijnas are wisdoms of the path of deliverance ( vimuktimdrgaprajna ). 

Abhijnas 1, 2, 4 and 6 are samvrtijnana ; abhijna 3 involves jnanas 1, 2, 3, 4 and 8 (see above, p. 1472F); 
abhijna 6 is similar to bala 10 and like it, involves six or ten jnanas (cf. p. 1508F). 

Abhijnas 1 to 5 have as their support (dsraya) the four dhyanas but not the four arupyasamapattis. As 
domain or object ( visaya ), they have their level ( bhumi ) or a lower level. Already cultivated in an earlier 
existence, they are acquired by detachment ( vairdgya ); if not, by effort (prayoga). 

Abhijna 3 includes the smrtyupasthdnas 2, 3 and 4 (cf. p. 1121-1122F); abhijnas 1, 2 and 5 are the 
kdyasmrtypasthana; abhijnas 4 and 6 have as nature the four smrtyupasthdnas. 

Abhijnas 2 and 5 and indeterminate ( avydkrta ); the others are good (subha). 

Abhijnas 4 to 6 are knowledges ( vidyd) because they cause the non-knowledge relating to the past, future 
and present to cease. Abhijna 6 belongs to the arhat alone. 

Abhijna 1 corresponds to the magical miracle (rddhipratiharya) that converts beings; abhijna 3 corresponds 
to the miracle of the statement (adesandpratiharya) that reads minds; abhijna 6 corresponds to the miracle 
of the correct teaching (anusdsampratiharya) that confers the fruits of salvation and happiness. We may 
remember that these pratiharyas are listed in the canonical texts: Dlgha, I, p. 212; III, p. 220, Anguttara, I, 
p. 170. 

3. The Abhijnas in the Prajnaparamitasutras 

In the present passage, the sutra envisages the case of a bodhisattva who, already possessing the first five 
abhijnas, “wishes to be established in the six abhijnas”. But if he obtains the sixth abhijna, he destroys his 
impurities ( ksfndsrava ) and enters into nirvana. In this case, it is hard to see how he could pursue his ideal 
of bodhisattva and still dedicate himself to the welfare and happiness of beings. 

This leads the Traite to distinguish two kinds of destruction of the impurities (dsravaksaya ): 

1. Complete dsravaksaya involving both the elimination of the afflictive emotions ( klesa ) and the 
elimination of their traces ( klesavdsand). It belongs to the fully and completely enlightened Buddhas alone, 
and the bodhisattva attains it only at the end of his career in the tenth bhumi. 

2. Incomplete dsravaksaya, eliminating the afflictive emotions without eliminating their traces. As we have 
seen above (p. 176 IF), it is characteristic of the sravakas who have reached the state of arhat as well as the 
bodhisattvas of the eighth bhumi. But the results are quite different according to whether it is a matter of an 
arhat or a bodhisattva. 

The ksfndsrava arhat, aspiring only to his personal deliverance, puts an end to suffering and escapes from 
samsara. 
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The ksmasrava bodhisattva, animated by great loving-kindness and great compassion, uses his traces of 
afflictive emotions to pursue his work of salvation and, without taking rebirth in the threefold world, 
assumes a body of the dharmadhatu for the service of beings. 

Thus the bodhisattva “who wishes to become established in the six abhijnas” aspires above all to this 
incomplete dsravaksaya where he retains the traces of emotions in a purely altruistic end. 

If the sutra submits to these subtleties, it is in order to maintain in its system the role of the abhijnas to 
which the canonical scriptures grant such an important place. Nonetheless, the practice of the abhijnas 
comes within conventional truth and loses any significance from the point of view of universal emptiness. 

Coming back to the subject later, the sutra (Pancavimsati, p.83-33; Satasahasrika, p. 301-306) will 
comment that by using the six abhijnas, the bodhisattva is under no illusion: he does not grasp them 
(i nopalabhate ), has no thought of either possessing them or knowing their object, because he is based on the 
emptiness ( sunyata) and non-existence (, anupalabdhita ) of their self-nature; he doe not seek to produce 
them or to realize them if this is not in the spirit of omniscience. 


[264b] Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 21,1. 13; Satasahasrika, p. 67,1. 16). - The bodhisattva-mahOattva who 
wishes to become established in the six superknowledges should practice the perfection of wisdom 
(Sadabhijnatdydm sthdtukdmena bodhisattvena mahdsattvena prajndpdramitdyam siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

I. QUALITIES OF THE SIXTH SUPERKNOWLEDGE 


In the Tsan-p’ou-sap’in (Bodhisattvastutiparivarta) [above, p. 328-333F], the Prajnaparamitasutra spoke of 
the ‘bodhisattva possessing five abhijnas’ ( bodhisattvdh pancdbhijndh). Why does it speak here of the 
‘bodhisattva wishing to become established in the six abhijnas’ ( bodhisattvah sadabhijnatdydm 
sthdtukdmah )? 

Answer. - The [first] five Abhijnas are possessed by the bodhisattva, but here the six abhijnas in which the 
bodhisattva wants to be established are possessed by the Buddha. If the bodhisattva possessed the six 
abhijnas, he would be a Tathagata. 

Question. - However, in the Wang-chengp ’in (Upapadaparivarta), 130 the Prajnaparamitasutra will say: 
“There are bodhisattvas established in the six abhijnas who go [from buddhafield] to buddhafield’’ (santi 
bodhisattva mahdsattvadh sannam abhijndnam Idbhino ye buddhaksetrena buddhaksetram 
samkramanti ). 131 Why then do you say that the bodhisattvas possess only five abhijnas? 


130 Chap. IV of the Pancavimsati, T 223, k. 2, p.225a21-229c4. 

131 Pancavimsati, p. 63,1. 7-9; Satasahasrika, p. 271,1. 4-6. 
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Answer. - The sixth abhijna, or knowledge of the destruction of the impurities (dsravaksayajndna), is of 
two kinds: /) simultaneous elimination of the impurities (dsrava ) and their traces ( vdsand); ii ) elimination 
of the impurities but not of the traces. The traces not being eliminated, we say that the bodhisattvas 
‘possess’ five abhijnas; the traces being eliminated, we say that they ’are [264b] established’ in the six 
abhijnas. 132 

Question. - How can the bodhisattva whose impurities are eliminated ( ksindsrava ) be reborn and assume a 
birth ( upapatti )? Any taking of birth ( upapattiparigraha ) results from the flow of desires ( trsndpravdha ). 
Just as rice (, dhyana ), even though it is planted in good soil, does not germinate when moisture is lacking, 
so the saints (diyapudgala), once liberated from the husk of desire ( trsndtusa ), although still in possession 
of defiled actions ( sdsravakannan ), causes and conditions of birth ( upapattihetupratyaya ), cannot return to 
existence. 

Answer. - As I have said earlier (p. 1801F), the bodhisattva reaches dharmaniyama and becomes 
established in the avaivartikabhumi. When his last fleshly body ( pascima mdmsakdya ) has disappeared, he 
obtains a body bom of the fundamental element ( dhannadhdtujakdya ). Although he has cut the passions 
(kiesa), he still retains their residues ( vdsand ) and because of them, he takes on a body born of the 
fundamental element, not a birth in the threefold world (, traidhatuka ). 

Question. - Among the arhats as well the passions are cut while the traces are not. Why are they not 
reborn? 

Answer. - [Contrary to the bodhisattva], the arhats have neither great loving-kindness ( mahdmaitn ) nor 
great compassion ( mahdkarund), and they have not made the earlier vow ( purvapranidhana ) to save all 
beings. Having realized the culminating point of reality (bhutakotim sdksdtb~tvd), they abandon samsara 
[definitively]. 

Furthermore, I said previously (p. 1817F) that there are two kinds of destructions of the impurities 
(asravaksaya). Here it is not a question of a bodhisattva possessing the abhijna of the destruction of the 
impurities but of a bodhisattva ‘wishing to become established in the six abhijnas’ and, to this end, to 
practice the perfection of wisdom. 

On the meaning (, artha ) of the six abhijnas, see what the Buddha will say in the following chapters. 133 
Above (p. 328-333F), in the Tsan-p ’ou p ’in chapter (Bodhisattvavastutiparivarta), I have also explained the 
meaning of the five abhijnas of the bodhisattva. 


II. ORDER OF THE SUPERKNOWLEDGES 


132 For a bodhisattva to be truly established in the six abhijnas in the example of the Buddha, it is necessary that all 
his impurities (dsrava) be destroyed, not just the afflictive emotions ( klesa ) that make up the a srava proper, but also 
the traces ( vdsand) that are the result of them. 

133 See especially Pancavimsati, p. 83,1. 7 - 88,1. 16; Satasahasrika, p. 301,1. 11 - 306,1. 9. 
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Question. - What is the order ( krama ) of the abhijnas? 

Answer. - 

1. Order generally accepted by the canonical sutras 134 


A. Abhijna of magical power 335 

[a. Gamanarddhi], - The bodhisattva detached from the five objects of enjoyment ( pancakamaguna ), 
possessing the trances (, dhydna ), endowed with loving-kindness ( maitri ) and compassion (karuna), takes 
the abhijna in the interest of beings and manifests wondrous ( adbhuta ) and marvelous (dscaiya) things so 


134 Namely, 1) rddhividhi, 2) divyasrotra, 3) cetahparydya or paracitta, 4) purvanivdsa, 5) cyutupapada or 
divyacaksus, 6) asravaksaya. This order is followed scrupulously by the Nikayas and the Pali Abhidhammas and a 
significant portion of the Sanskrit Agamas: cf. DIrgha, T 1, k. 9, p. 54b9-11; 58a24-26; Samyukta, T 99, k. 29, p. 
209c27-28; k. 41, p. 302a25-26. 

135 As has already been noted, the canonical definition of rddhividhijhdna is concerned with a part only of magical 
operations. Later sources tried to complete it. Pali scholasticism distinguishes ten magical operations (cf. p. 1815F) 
whereas the Sarvastivadin Abhidhanna speaks of several kinds of magic: 

Vibhasa. T 1545, k. 141, p. 725b23-c4: There are three types of rddhi: 1) that which moves the body 
(sariravahim ), 2) that which comes from a volition (ddhimoksiski), 3) that which is fast like the mind ( manojavd). 

The sariravahim raises the body up and moves it in the air like a bird flying or a flying rsi painted on the 

wall. 

The adhimoksiki makes what is far becomes near (durasyasannadgimoksena). By the power of this 
volition, one can touch the sun and the moon while staying on this very continent. Or, as well, one can reach the 
Akanistha heaven in the time it takes to bend or stretch one’s arm. 

The manojavd is the visual consciousness (caksurvijhdna) reaching the summit of rupadhatu; or else it is 
reaching the Akanistha heaven or also traveling through infinite universes. 

How many people realize these three rddhis ? The sravakas realize the first one; the pratyekabuddhas 
realize two with the exception of manojavd; only the Buddha Bhagavats realize all three. 

The Abhidharmamrtarasa, T 1553, k. 2, p. 975c24-25 speaks of three rddhipada (taken in the sense here of 
rddhividhi or rddhivisaya ): 1) displacement by flying ( ntpatanaganmana ), 2) creation ( nirmdna ), 3) the abhijna of 
the saints (arya). 

This classification is retained by the Traite which, here and in other places, (cf, p. 329-330) also mentions 
three kinds of rddhi; gamana-, nirmdna-, aryaddhi. 

For the Kosa, VII, p. 113-114, and the Abhidharmadlpa, p. 400, rddhi is displacement ( gati ) and creation 
(nirmdna). Displacement itself is of three kinds: sariravahim, adhimoksiki and manojavd. Creation is of two types: 
of the realm of kama and of the realm of rupa. 

For the abhijnas in the Vijnanavada system, see especially Bodh. bhumi, p. 58-71; Sutralamkara, p. 185; 
Samgraha, p. 294-295; Abhidharmasamuccaya, ed. Pradhan, p. 97. 
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that the minds of beings may be purified. Why? If he did not perform miraculous things, he would not be 
able to lead many beings to find salvation. 

Having thought thus, the bodhisattva-mahasattva fixes his mind on [the element] of space (dkdsadhatu) 
inherent in his own body and eliminates the idea of coarse-heavy ( audarikarupa ) matter. Constantly noting 
[within himself] the nature of emptiness-lightness ( laghutvanimitta ), he produces great minds of 
vigorousness (chanda), energy ( virya ), wisdom ( prajna) and examination ( mimamsa ) 136 which have the 
power to raise the body. Before any examination, he knows himself that the power of his mind is so great 
that it can raise up his body as one does when walking. Destroying any idea of the heaviness of matter and 
always cultivating the notion of lightness, he then can fly. 

\b. Nirmanarddhi\. - Secondly, the bodhisattva can also transform things. He makes the earth (prthivi) 
become water ( ap) and water become earth, wind ( vdyu ) become fire ( tejas ) and fire become wind: he is 
able to transform all the great elements ( mahdbhuta ). He makes gold ( suvarna ) change into gravel 
(kathalla) and gravel change into gold: he can transform all these things. To change earth (prthivi ) into 
water (ap), he thinks of water unceasingly and increases it until he no longer thinks of earth. At that 
moment, the earth becomes water in accordance with his mind. The bodhisattva can transform all these 
kinds of things. 

Question. - If that is so, how are the superknowledges different from the spheres of totality (krtsnayatana)'! 

Answer. - The krtsnayatanas are the first path of the abhijnas. Preliminary [264c] to the krtsnayatanas, the 
vimoksas and the abhibhvayatanas make the mind flexible; then it is easy to enter the abhijnas. Moreover, 
in the krtsnayatanas, there is only a single person to notice that the earth has been changed into water; other 
people do not see it at all. 137 This is not so in the abhijnas: the ascetic himself really sees water and other 
people really see the water as well. 

Question. - However, the krtsnayatanas are great concentrations (samddhi) also. Why are they unable to 
give real water, seen by both the ascetic and other people as well? 

Answer. - The krtsnayatanas have a very vast field of vision. What happens is that eveiything takes on just 
the characteristics of water but does not truly become water. The abhijnas, on the other hand, do not include 
everything, but what happens is that the earth changes into water and that is real water. The result is that 
these two concentrations (samddhi) each have their own special power. 

Question. - [One of two things]: the things transformed (nirmita) by these two samadhis are either true or 
false. If they are true, how does stone (sila) become gold (suvarna) and how does earth become water? If 
they are false, how can the aryas become free of these fallacious practices? 

Answer. - All these practices are true and the aryas are not in error for they have eliminated the threefold 
poison (visatraya). No dharma has a fixed nature ( niyatalaksana ): each of them can be changed into earth 
or become water. 


136 These are the four rddhipada, bases of magical power (cf. p. 1124F). 

137 The Trade has commented above (p. 1305F) that the krtsnayatanas are subjective seeing. 
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Thus, [as as result of their solidity ( khakkhatatva )], cheese (dadhi), glue [bird-lime] ( gavyadrdha ) and 
leather ( laksd) belong to the type earth ( prthivi ), but if they are brought near fire, they melt, become water 
(i ap ) and take on a moist nature ( dravatva ). Water, exposed to the cold, solidifies, becomes ice and takes on 
a solid nature (khakkhatatva). Stone when compressed becomes gold, gold when decompressed changes 
into copper ( tamra ) or returns to stone. For beings ( sattva ), it is the same: the bad (papa ) can become good 
(kusala) and the good can become bad. This is why we know that no dharma has a fixed nature. The 
transformations (nirmana) brought about by the power of the abhijnas are real and not false. If each thing 
had a fixed nature originally, it could never be transformed. 

[c. Aryarddhi ]. - Thirdly, the noble magical power (dryarddhi) is to have domination dependent on good 
pleasure ( yathakdmavasitva ) over the six sense objects ( visaya): 

“1) Faced with a pleasant object, to produce a notion of unpleasantness; 2) faced with an unpleasant object, 
to produce a notion of pleasantness; 3) eliminating both the notions of pleasantness and unpleasantness, to 
become established in a mind of indifference: this is the threefold abhijna [of noble magical power].” 138 

The Buddha alone possesses this abhijna of domination ( vasitvdbhijnd). 


B. Abhijna of divine hearing 

The bodhisattva in possession of this abhijna [of magical power] moves through the buddhafields 
(buddhaksetra ) but, in these various fields, the languages are not the same, and the bodhisattva, not 
understanding the small beings located afar, seeks the abhijna of divine hearing ( divyasrotra ). 

Remembering always the great sounds ( sabda ) pronounced in many audiences, he grasps their 
characteristics (nimittdny udgrhndti) and cultivates the practice of them. As a result of this continuous 
practice, his ear ( srotra ) contacts a subtle matter ( rupaprasdda ) derived from the four great elements of the 
world of form ( rupadhdtucaturmahdbhutabautika) and, possessing this matter, he succeeds in hearing at a 
distance. 139 Without any difficulty, the bodhisattva penetrates articulated sounds (sabda), divine (divya) and 
human (manusa), whether coarse (auddrika) or subtle (suksma) distant or close (ye vd dure ye vdntika). 

2. Order proposed by the Dhyanasutra 


138 Noble magic, belonging to the saint whose spiritual faculties have been developed (bhavitendriya): it is holy 
(arya), free of asrava and upcidhi, in contrast to the rddhi of miracles (eko ‘pi blnitva bahudhd bhavati, etc.) which, 
having asrava and upadhi, is not holy (anarya),. 

Here the Traite reproduces the canonical definition: Digha, III, p. 112-113; Majjhima, III, p. 301; 
Samyutta, V, p. 119, 295, 317-318; Anguttara, III, p. 169-170; Patisambhida, II, p. 212: 

So sace akahkhati: Patikkule appafikkulasanm vihareyyan ti. appatikkulasannitattha viharati ... upekhako 
tattha viharati sato sampajano. 

139 Kosa, VII, p. 123, explains the rupa derived from the four great elements entering into the fonnation of the 
divine eye and the divine ear in the same way. 
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Question. - See what is said in the Tch 'an king (Dhyanasutra): 140 

“1) First the ascetic obtains the divine eye ( divyacaksus ). - 2) Having seen beings but not hearing their 
sounds, he seeks the abhijna of divine hearing ( divyasrotra ). - 3) Possessing the divine sight and divine 
hearing, he perceives the bodily shape ( samsthdna ) of beings as well as their articulated sounds ( ghosa ), 
but he does not understand their language {vac, adhivacana ) or their various expressions ( nirukti ) of 
sadness (, daurmanasya ) or joy (muditd), of suffering (, duhkha ) or happiness ( sukha ). This is why he seeks 
the unhindered knowledge of expression (; niruktipratisamvid ). But then he only knows the expressions 
{nirukti) of beings and does not know their minds {citta); this is why he seeks the knowledge of another’s 
mind ( paracittajhdna ). - 4) Knowing the minds of other [265a] beings, he still does not know where they 
originally came from. This is why he seeks the abhijna of remembering former abodes 
( purvanivdsdnusmrti ). - 5) Knowing their origin now, he wants to cure their mental illness {cittavyddhi). 
This is why he seeks the abhijna of the destruction of the impurities (dsravaksaya). - 6) Thus furnished 
with the five abhijnas, he cannot yet perform transformations (; nirmana ); consequently, the beings saved by 
him are not numerous, for he is unable to subdue people of great merit contaminated by wrong views 
{mithyddrsti). This is why he seeks the abhijna of magical power (rddhyabhijna). 

Since this is the order to be followed, why would the bodhisattva first seek the abhijna of magical 
power? 141 

Answer. -Among beings, the coarse (, auddrika ) ones are numerous, the subtle ones ( suksma ) are rare. This 
is why the yogin first uses the abhijna of magical power. Actually, the abhijna of miraculous power saves 
many people, coarse as well as subtle; this is why [the sutra] mentions it first. 

Moreover, the abhijnas differ as to the mode of their acquisition and as to their number {samkhyd). As for 
their mode of acquisition, many yogins first seek the divine eye (i divyacksus ) because it is easy to obtain. 

He uses the sun {surya), the moon {candra), stars ( naksatra ), pearls ( mani ) and fire {tejas), by grasping the 
common characteristic (nimitta) which is the light (dloka). He cultivates it so well, with so much diligence 
and exertion that day and night no longer make any difference. Above, below, in front, behind, this unique 
single light rises up before him without obstacle. 142 This is how he acquires the abhijna of the divine eye 
first. As for the other abhijnas, he acquires them in the order described above. 


140 This sutra, which is often referred to by the Trade (cf. P. 1025F, 1422F, 1547F and later, k. 91, p. 705b6) places 
the divyacaksus at the head of the abhijnas and rddhi at the end. This rather unusual order, is that of the 
Dharmasamgraha, § 20 and the Mahavyutpatti, no. 202-208. 

141 According to the most commonly accepted order, the Prajnaparamitasutras place the rddhi at the head of the 
abhijnas. 

142 This way of acquiring the divine eye, known in Pali as dlokakasina, is folly described in Visuddhimagga, ed. H. 
C. Warren, p.361-362. 
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3. Order followed by the Buddha on the night of bodhi. 143 


Finally, the Buddha taught the order of the abhijnas in accord with the way he had acquired them: 

1. During the first watch (prathameyame) the Buddha obtained one ‘superknowledge’ abhijna and one 
‘knowledge’ (F: science) vidya, viz., the abhijna of magical power (rddhi) and the vidya of former abodes 
( purvanivdsa ). 

2. During the middle watch (madhyame yame), he obtained the abhijna of divine hearing ( divyasrotra ) and 
the vidya of the divine eye ( divyacaksus ). 

3. During the last watch (pastime yame), he obtained the abhijna of the awareness of others’ minds 
(paracittajndna ) and the vidya of the destruction of the impurities (dsravaksaya). 

Flere, since the search for the vidyas consists of the harder effort (vydpdna), they are placed second. 
Abhijna and vidya are acquired in an order comparable to that of the four fruits of the religious life 
(i catuhsramanyaphala ) where the greatest are placed second. 144 

Question. - If the divine eye (divyacaksus), being easy to obtain (sulabha), is placed first, why does the 
bodhisattva not obtain the divine eye first? 


143 Here the Traite takes its inspiration from relatively late sources in the words of which, during the night at Bodh- 
Gaya, the Buddha conquered the six abhijnas. 

1. During the first watch of the night, rddhivisayajnana and purvanivdsdnanusmrtijnana', during the 
middle watch, divyasrotrajnana and divyacaksurjnana; during the last watch, cetahparydyajnana and 
dsravaksayajnana, either in the order: no. 1, 4, 2, 5, 3, 6. Cf. Catusparisatsutra, p. 432,1. 4 - 434,1. 13; Mulasarv. 
Vin., T 1450, K. 4, p. 123cl4-124b8 (cf. G. Tucci, II trono di diamante, p. 207-210, where the order is slightly 
different). 

2. During the first watch, kayabhijnd (= rddhyabhijna ?) and purvanivdsdnusmrtyabhijna; during the 
middle watch, divyasrotra and divyacaksus', during the last watch, paracittajndna and dsravaksayajnana, either in 
the order abhijna no. 1, 4, 2, 5, 3, 6. Cf. Abhiniskramanasutra, T 190, k. 30, p. 793a-794c3. 

But according to the old canonical sources, the Buddha attained only three jnanas in the course of the three 
watches of the night: purvanivdsdnusmrtijndna, cyutupapadajndna and asravdndm ksayajnana, i.e., abhijnas 4, 5 
and 6, forming altogether the threefold knowledge (vidyatraya). Cf. Vinaya, III, p. 4,1. 17 - 5,1. 38; Majjhima, I, p. 
22,1. 9-23,1. 28-117; 247,1. 36 - 249,1. 22; Anguttara, IV, p. 177,1. 9 - 179,1. 13; Madhyama, T 26, k. 40, p. 
680al-b7; Ekottara, T 125, k. 23, p. 666b24-c20; Dhannagupt. Vin., T 1428, k. 31, p. 781b5-cl0; Mahlsasaka Vin. T 
1421, k 15, p. 102cl9-20 (contrary to usage, the latter has the second vidya as paracittajndna but claims to follow 
the T’ai tseu jouei ying pen k’i king, T 185, k. 2, p. 478a5-9 in doing so). 

144 To enter into the fruits of the religious life, the ascetic must pass through two stages each time: that of candidate 
for the fruit (phalapratipannaka) and that of abiding in the fruit (phalastha). This is why the texts distinguish eight 
kinds of aryapudgala (cf. Kosa, VI, p. 232; Traite, p. 1390F). 
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Answer. - All dharmas are easy for the bodhisattva to obtain and do not present any difficulty; for other 
people who are of weak faculties ( mrdvindriya ), some are hard to obtain, others are easy. 

Moreover, during the first watch of the night ( prathame yame), when king Mara came to fight against the 
Buddha, the Bodhisattva, by the power of his abhijna [of magical power], performed various 
transformations ( nirmdna ) that changed the weapons of Mara’s warriors into necklaces ( keyura, niska). 
Having vanquished Mara’s army, the Bodhisattva began to think about [this] abhijna and wanted to fulfill it 
completely (paripurana). He formulated the thought of it and immediately found the position of attack 
{avataralabha). Completely fulfilling the abhijna, he conquered Mara. 145 - Then he wondered why he alone 
could possess such a great power, and by investigating the vidya of former abodes ( purvanivasa ), he 
understood that it was by accumulating the power of merit ( punyabala ) lifetime after lifetime. 

During the middle watch {madhyame yame), Mara having retreated, calm and tranquility reigned and there 
was no more noise ( ghosa ). Out of loving-kindness and pity for all beings, the Bodhisattva thought about 
the cries uttered by Mara’s troops and gave rise to the abhijna of divine hearing ( divyasrotra ) and the vidya 
of the divine eye ( divyacaksus ). Using this divine hearing, he heard the cries of suffering and happiness 
uttered by beings of the ten directions and the five destinies (pancagati ). Hearing their cries, he wanted to 
see their shapes {samsthana) as well and, since the veils (, antardyika ) prevented his seeing them, he sought 
the divine eye {divyacaksus). 

During the last watch {pascime yame), when he saw the shapes of beings, he wanted to understand their 
minds {citta) and thus, by seeking the knowledge of [265b] others’ minds ( paracittajnana ), he knew the 
thoughts of beings. - Everybody wants to avoid suffering and to look for happiness. This is why the 
Bodhisattva sought the abhijna of the destruction of impurities (dsravaksaya). And since, of all happiness, 
that of the destruction of impurities is the highest, the Bodhisattva causes others attain it. 

Question. - The bodhisattva who has acquired the conviction that dharmas do not arise 
{anutpattikadharmaksanti) has, from one lifetime to the next, always obtained the abhijnas as fruit of 
retribution {vipdkaphala). At the time [of his enlightenment] why does he have doubts about himself and 
does not know the minds of beings when he sees them? 

Answer. - There are two kinds of bodhisattvas: i) the bodhisattva with body born of the fundamental 
element ( dharmadhdtujakdya ); ii) the bodhisattva who, in order to save beings, assumes human qualities 
{manusyadharma) out of skillful means in order to save beings: he is born into the family of king Tsing-fan 
(Suddhodana); he makes a trip to the four gates of the city and asks questions about an old man, a sick man 
and death. 14,1 This bodhisattva is in possession of the six abhijnas when he is seated under the king of the 
trees. Moreover, the abhijnas previously held by this bodhisattva were not yet perfected ( paripurna) and it 
is now, during the three watches of the night that they are [really] acquired. 147 That this Buddha who 
exercises human qualities still has doubts of himself does not constitute a fault {dosa). 


145 See p. 339-346F. 

146 See p. 22F, n. 2. 

147 Seep. 1556-57F 
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Question. - Concerning the order of the six abhijnas, the divine eye ( divyacaksus ) always comes first, 
whereas the abhijna of the destruction of the impurities comes last. But is it always so? 

Answer. - Most often, the divine eye comes first and the knowledge of the destruction of the impurities 
comes last. However, sometimes, in consideration of the easiest method, either the divine hearing 
(divyasrotra ) or the bases of magical power (rddhipdda ) is placed first. 148 

Some say: The divine hearing ( divyasrotra ) is easy to obtain in the first dhyana because this dhyana 
involves enquiry (vitarka), analysis ( vicdra ) and four (?, sic) minds ( citta ). 

The divine eye ( divyacaksus ) is easy to obtain in the second dhyana because the visual consciousness being 
absent there, the mind is concentrated ( samdhita ) and free of distraction ( aviksipta ). 

The abhijna of magical power (rddhi) is easy to obain in the third dhyana because in this dhyana “one 
experiences bliss physically" ( sukham kdyena pratisamvedayati). 

All the abhijnas are easy to obtain in the fourth dhyana because this dhyana is the place of all security 
(sarvayogaksemasthana). 

On the meaning of the three abhijnas: 149 memoiy of former abodes ( purvanivasa ), etc., see [above, p. 1555- 
1563F] what was said about the ten powers ( bala ). 


Second Section DISTINGUISHING THE MOVEMENTS OF MIND OF 
ALL BEINGS 


Like all the abhijnas, the third abhijna or knowledge of others’ minds ( cetahparyayajnana = paracittajnana) concerns 
the thoughts of beings occupying the same ‘level’ as that in which the abhijna has been obtained or a lower level. Thus, 
if he so wishes, an ascetic in the fourth dhyana can examine the minds of beings in kamadhatu and the four dhyanas, 
but not of formless beings. He knows only the minds of present beings but not those of future or past beings. 
Furthermore, an ascetic of dull faculties ( mrdvindriya ) cannot take hold of the minds of a being of sharp faculties 
(irksnendriya) abiding on the same level as himself. Finally, a worldly person (prthaghana ) cannot know the minds of a 
sravaka, a sravaka is ignorant of those of a pratyekabuddha, and a prateykabuddha knows nothing of those of a Buddha. 
Thus, effective though it may be, an abhijna is restricted to one realm and does not attain the totality of beings. 

However, in order to fulfill his ideal and assure the benefit and happiness of all creatures, the bodhisattva must know 
beforehand the minds of all the beings of the threefold world, past, future and present. This is why he aspires to a 


148 The divine eye ( divyacaksus ) or cyutupapddajnana is placed at the head of the abhijnas in Samyukta, T 99, k. 34, 
p. 247b23; Saddharmapund., p. 134,1. 11; Mahavyut., np, 202; Dharmasamgraha, § 20; Dhyanasutra, cited above. - 
The divine hearing ( divyasrotra ) occupies first place in Samyukta, T 99, k. 29, p. 209bl0; k. 41, p. 302a25; 303cl2. 
- According to the most commonly used (cf. p. 1809F), rddhivisaya appears first and asravaksaya last. 

149 More correctly, the three vidyas. 
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paracittajnana higher than that of the third abhijna. He understands, so the Prajnaparamita tells us, how to distinguish 
the “movements of mind of all beings” ( sarvasattvacittacaritavispandita). 

Although the text does not say it explicitly, this universal awareness, in space as well as in time, is the prerogative of 
the Buddhas and the great bodhisattvas of the tenth bhumi and is only an aspect of omniscience par excellence, i.e., 
sarvakarajnata. 

But, someone will say, “the world of beings is infinite” ( anantah sattvalokah) and, infinity being without beginning or 
end, will never be known to the very end, from A to Z. But that is just a specious objection which the Traite, once 
again, will refute victoriously. 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 21,1. 13-14; Satasahasrika, p. 67,1. 17-68,1. 1). - The bodhisattva-mahasattva 
who wishes to know the movements of mind of all beings must practice the perfection of wisdom 
(Sarvasattvacittacaritavispanditdni vijnatukdmena bodhisattvena mahasattvena prajndpdramitayam 
siksitavyam ). 


Sastra. - 

I. DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE KNOWLEDGE OF ANOTHER’S MIND AND 
THE AWARENESS OF THE MOVEMENTS OF MIND OF ALL BEINGS 


Question - In regard to the six abhijnas, we have just spoken about the abhijna of knowing another’s mind 
( paracittajnana ). 150 Why does the Prajnaparamitasutra repeat it here? 

Answer. - The abhijna of knowing the mind of another {paracittajna ) has a restricted range ( visaya, 
gocara); it knows only the minds (citta) and mental events ( caitasika dharma) of presently existing 
(pratyutpanna ) beings belonging to the desire realm ( kdmadhdtu ) and the form realm ( rupadhatu ), but it 
does not know the minds and mental events of past ( atfta ) and future ( andgata ) beings or beings belonging 
to the formless realm (drupyadhdtu ). 151 


150 The third abhijna of the sutras, also called cetahparydjnana, in Pali cetopariyandna. 

151 The awareness of the mind of others works by deduction: it considers the rupa of beings, their color-shape, and 
from that deduces that such and such a being having such and such rupa must have such and such a mind: Edrse 
rupa rdrsam cittam bhavati. It reveals only the minds of beings belonging to the two fonn realms (kama- and 
rupadhatu) and who are presently existing. The minds of fonnless beings escapes it, for these beings, by definition, 
have no rupa. Neither do they do know the minds of past beings who no longer have rupa, nor of future beings, who 
do not yet have it. See Kosa, VIII, p. 102. 
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Among ordinary people ( prthagjana ), the abhijnas that depend on the four higher dhyanas 
(;mauladhyana ) 152 have as their realm ( visaya ) the level on which the abhijna has been acquired or a lower 
level (i adhobhumi ). 153 

They are fully cognizant of the minds and mental events of the beings situated in the four continents 
(caturdvipaka). 

Among the sravakas, the abhijnas that depend on the four higher dhyanas 

have as their domain the level on which the abhijna has been acquired or a lower level. They are fully 
aware of the minds and mental events of beings occupying a thousand universes ( lokadhdtu ). 

Among the pratyekabuddhas, the abhijnas that depend on the four higher dhyanas have as their domain the 
level on which the abhijna has been acquired or a lower level. They are fully cognizant of the minds and 
mental events of beings occupying a hundred thousand universes ( lokadhdtu ). 

Ascetics of dull faculties ( mrdvindriya ) of a higher level cannot cognize the minds and mental events of 
ascetics of sharp faculties ( tiksnendriya ) of a lower level. 

Worldly people (prthagjana ) cannot cognize the minds and mental events of sravakas. Sravakas cannot 
cognize the minds and mental events of pratyekabuddhas. Prateykabuddhas cannot cognize the minds and 
mental events of the Buddhas. 

This is why the Prajnaparamitasutra says that the ‘bodhisattva-mahasattva who wants to know the 
movements of the mind of all beings [265c] should practice the perfection of wisdom.’ 


II. THE MOVEMENTS OF MIND ARE COGNIZED BY AN INFALLIBLE 
LIBERATION 


Question. - By what knowledge ( jhana ) can one cognize the minds and mental events of all beings? 

Answer. - The Buddhas possess an unhindered liberation ( asahgavimoksa) 154 and, having entered into this 
liberation, they cognize the minds and mental events of all beings. The great bodhisattvas, having a 
‘semblance’ of unhindered liberation, 155 can also cognize the minds and mental events of all beings. 


152 The first five abhijna, of which the awareness of the minds of others, are obtained by an ascetic in dhyana (cf. 
Kosa, VII, p. 101) and have as their realm ( visaya ) the level of the dhyana on which they have been acquired or a 
lower level (cf. Kosa, VII, p. 104). Therefore the abhijna of paracittajnana does not know the mind of another when 
the latter is of a level higher than that of the abhijna. 

153 By ‘higher dhyanas’ the Traite means the four basic dhyanas ( mauladhyana ) that have been discussed above, p. 

1027-1032F; 1233-1238F. 

154 Wou-ngai-kiai-t’ouo, ‘unhindered liberation or deliverance’ probably renders an original Sanskrit 
asahgavimoksa or apratihatavimoksa. It belongs to the Buddhas and great bodhisattvas who, thanks to it, cognize 
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Thus the beginning (adikarmika ) bodhisattvas would like to obtain this unhindered liberation of the great 
bodhisattvas and this unhindered liberation of the Buddhas and, by means of this unhindered liberation, 
cognize the minds and mental events of all beings. The great bodhisattvas would like to obtain the 
unhindered liberation of the Buddhas. 

This is why [the Prajnaparamitasutra], although it has already (p. 1824F) spoken of the abhijna of knowing 
the minds of others (paracittajna) speaks again of the bodhisattva who, “wanting to cognize the movements 
of mind of all beings, should practice the perfection of wisdom”. 

Question. - When ‘movements of mind’ ( cittacaritavispandita ) are spoken of here, either the mind 156 has 
gone (gata) or the mind has not yet gone ( agata ). 

If it has gone, “one is without mind ( acetana ), like a dead man.” 157 

If the mind has not gone, how would one cognize it? Actually, the Buddha said: “It is in dependence on the 
mind ( manas ) [as antecedent organ] and on the dharma as object (dlambana ) that the mental consciousness 
(manovijndna) lss arises.” If the mind (manas) has not gone, there is no meeting (samgati) between the 
manas-organ and the dharma-object]. 159 


the past and the future. See above, p. 328F, 1355F, 1357F, 1595F, 1652F, 1663F. Compare acintyavimoksa (Tib. 
mam par tharpa bsam gyis mi khyab pa) of the VimalakTrtinirdesa, transl., p. 250=158. 

155 A ‘semblance’ of an unhindered liberation, i.e., a liberation similar to that of the Buddhas assuring a complete 
dominance over objects. 

156 By mind, here we should understand the manas (in Chinese, yi) also called mana-indriya, mana-dyatana, mano- 
dhdtu, organ and support of the mental consciousness ( manovijnana). 

157 Conforming to a canonical topic (Tchong a han, T 26, k. 58, p. 789a4-5; Samyutta, III, p. 143,1. 4-5; Tsa a han, 

T 99, k. 21, p. 150b9-10) cited in Sanskrit in Kosabhasya, p. 73, 243: 

Ayur usmatha vijnanam yadd kdyatn jahaty atm / 
apaviddhas tada sete yatha kdstham acetanah // 

“When life, heat and consciousness leave the body, it lies there abandoned, like a piece of wood, without 
intellection. 

158 Majjhima, I, p. 112; III, p. 281; Samyutta, II, p. 72, 73, 74, 75; Mahaniddesa, II, p. 276: Manaii capaticca 
dhamme ca uppajjati manovinnanam. 

The puntuation in Taisho should be corrected: the period should be placed after yi che cheng. 

159 According to the Sarvastivadin interpretation: the mental consciousness ( manovijnana ) is the result of two 
conditions ( pratyaya ): 1) an immediately preceding condition ( samanantarapratyaya ) that serves a point of support 

(dsraya ), namely, the manas, and by manas is meant that one of the six consciousnesses that has just passed (sanndrn 
ananantaratitam vijnanam yad dhi tan manah); 

2) an object condition (alambanapratyaya), namely, the six things (dharma). 

The result is that if the manas has gone (nirgata), i.e., has left the body, the body is without intellection 
like a piece of wood. If, on the other hand, the manas has not yet gone, the manovijnana that should immediately 
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Answer. - You should know that the mind does not leave (na gacchati) and does not stay (na tisthati). 
Actually, it is said in the Prajnaparamita: “All dharmas are without the nature of coming (dgati) and going 
(gat;).” 160 Then why do you speak here of a mind having an arrival and a departure? 

[Paramarthasunyatasutra]. - It is said that “all dharmas, when they arise, do not come from anywhere, and 
when they perish, do not go anywhere.” 161 To claim that they have an arrival and a departure is to fall into 
the belief in permanence ( sdsvatadrsti ). Dharmas have no fixed nature ( niyatalaksana ). 

Consequently, it is only from the meeting ( samgati ) between the six internal organs ( adhydtmendriya ) and 
the six external objects ( bdhyavisaya ) that the six consciousnesses ( vijndna) arise together with the six 
sensations ( vedand), the six concepts (samjiid) and the six volitions ( samskdra ). 162 Therefore, the mind 
being like a magic show (mdyd), one can “cognize the minds and mental events of all beings”, but there is 
no subject that cognizes (jdnaka ) nor any subject that sees (pasyaka ). 163 

It is said in the T’an-mo-ho-yen p ’in (Mahayanastutiparivarta): “If the minds and mental events of all 
beings existed essentially and in reality ( tattvatas ) and were not false, the Buddha could not know the 
minds and mental events of all beings. But because the minds and mental events of all beings are 


follow it cannot arise. Thus there is no meeting ( samgati ) between organ, object of consciousness and vijnana, and 
the process of consciousness is blocked. See Kosa, I, p. 31-32, 95; III, p. 85. 

160 Cf. Pancavimsati, ed. Dutt, p. 239,1. 12-15 (T 223, k. 6, p. 264b22-26; T 220, vol. VII, k. 419, p. 102c25-103al); 
Satasahasrika, ed. Ghosa, p. 1586,1. 4-8 (T220, vol. V, k. 58 p. 39b 16-20): Yad api Subhutir evam dim. ndpi tasya 
mahayanasya agatir drsyate ndpi gatir na sthanam drsyata iti. evam etat Subhute tasya mahaydnasyagatir na 
drsyate ndpi gatir na sthanam drsyate. tat kasya hetoh. acala hi Subhute darvadharmds te na kvacid gacchanti na 
kutascid agacchanti na kvacit tisthanti. - Subhuti said: “In this Mahayana, neither coming nor going nor staying is 
noticed.” That is good, O Subhuti: in this Mahayana, no coming nor going nor staying are noticed. Why? Immobile, 
O Subhuti, are all dharmas; they do not go anywhere, they do not come from anywhere, and they do not stay 
anywhere. 

161 This Paramarthasunyatasutra, the original Sanskrit text of which will be found below (p. 2135F), states that the 
five skandhas - and consequently all conditioned dharmas - do not come from anywhere and do not go anywhere: 
Caksur bhiksava utpadyamanam na kutascid dgacchati, nirudhyamdmanam ca na kvacit samnicayam gacchati. 

162 Cf. Majjhima, I, p. 293: Yd ca vedand yd ca sannayan ca vihhanam ime dhammd samsattha no visamsattha, na 
ca labbhd imesam dhammanam vinibbhujitva vinibbhujitva nanakaranam pahhdpetum. Yam hi vedeti tarn 
sahjanati. yam sanjanati tarn vijdnati. - All sensations, notions and consciousnesses are things associated and non- 
dissociated; it is impossible to separate them one from another and to show their differences, for whatever one feels, 
that one conceives, and whatever one conceives, that one cognizes. 

163 In other words, knowing the movements of mind of all beings does not consist of detailing them one by one, but 
of penetrating their true nature ( dharmatd ), characterless like a magic show. Only the Buddhas and the great 
bodhisattvas possess such an overall view. 
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essentially and really false, without coming (agati ) or going ( gati ), the Buddha knows the minds and 
mental events of all beings.” 164 

To take an example: if the bhiksu is greedy ( adhyavasita ), he does not receive offerings (puja), but if he has 
no ulterior motive, he lacks for nothing. It is the same for the mind ( citta ). If it imagines ( vikalpayati ) and 
grasps at characteristics (nimittdny udgrhnati), it does not find the truth and, not finding the truth, it cannot 
penetrate or know the minds and mental events of all beings. On the other hand, if it does not grasp at 
characteristics and does not imagine anything, it finds the truth and, finding the truth, it penetrates and 
knows the minds and mental events of all beings without encountering any obstacles. 


III. ARE THE BEINGS TO BE KNOWN INFINITE IN NUMBER? 


164 The Mahayanastutiparivarta, abbreviated to Stutiparivarta, is the XLIVth chapter of the Pancavimsati (T 223, k. 
12, p. 31 Ic5-313a25). There it says (p. 31 lc28-29) that the Prajnaparamita is a perfection without going because all 
dharmas are without coming ( agamanaparamiteyam Bhagavan sarvadharmagamanatam upadaya). 

This total immobility is also applied to citta and the caitasika dharmas. In the Pancavimsati, ed. Dutt, p. 
116,1. 5-7, Subhuti asks the Buddha: Kena karanena, Bhagavan. bodhisattvasya mahasattvasya cittam navalTyate na 
samliyate. The Lord replies: Tathahi. subhute, bodhisattvo mahasattvas cittacaitasikdn dharmdn nopalabhate na 
samanupasyati. 

165 This problem has already been studied (p. 146-161F, 529-530F, 1682F): how to reconcile the omniscience of the 
Buddha with the existence of an infinite number of beings? Infinity is unknowable for, by definition, one never 
finishes traveling through it (p. 153F). Therefore the Buddha cannot know all the minds of an infinite number of 
beings and he is not omniscient. 

Encountering this objection, the Traite first shows its faithfulness to the canonical texts and states: ’’Beings 
are infinite in number and the wisdom (knowledge) of the Buddha is infinite: that is the truth.” 

On the one hand, the Buddha is proclaimed to be omniscient, and the Buddha cannot lie; on the other hand, 
the canonical texts seem to accept the existence of infinite realities, in space as well as in time: 

1. In the Anamataggasutta (Samyutta, II, p. 178-193), the Buddha himself spoke of beings the beginning 
of which is unknown and that are led into a samsara without beginning or end. 

2. AtthasalinI, p. 160,1. 26-28, posits four infinities ( cattari anantani ): i) space (akasa), ii) the circles 
around the world ( ccikkavdla ), Hi) the world of beings ( sattakdya ), iv) the knowledge of the Buddha (buddhanana). 

3. Kosabhasya (p. 113,1. 21-22) will in turn recognize: “There is no production of new beings. Although 
[innumerable] Buddhas appear and incalculable beings reach parinirvana, there is no final exhaustion of beings” 
(nasty apurvasattvaprddurbhavah. pratibuddhfitpeide cdsamkhyeyasattvaparinirvdne ‘pi nasti sattvandm 
pariksayah). 

But this does not answer the objection in the words of which, infinite realities not being knowable to the 
very end, there is no omniscience to cognize them, and the Buddha himself does not know them. 

Thus, examining the problem more deeply, the Traite finally adopts a more radical position. While the 
sutras and the sastras tell us about infinite beings and universes, those are statements of a practical order ( updyokti) 
and not true doctrine (cf. p. 529F). If the Buddha teaches us about the infinity of suffering, the eternity of samsara, it 
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Question. - But can all the minds of beings ( sattva ) be known completely? If they can all be known 
completely, then beings are limited in number ( antavat ). If they [266a] cannot be known completely, why 
does the Prajnaparamitasutra speak here about “the bodhisattva wishing to know the movements of the 
mind of all beings” and how would the Buddha really have the knowledge of all the aspects 
(sarvdkdrajnatd) ? 

Answer. - All the minds ( citta ) and mental events (caitasika dharma ) of beings can be known completely. 
Why is that? 

1. Because [the Buddha claims to know them completely] and it is said in the sutras that, among all those 
who speak truthfully ( satyavadin ), the Buddha is foremost. 166 If it were impossible to know completely all 
the minds of beings and if one came up against the limits, how could the Buddha say that he knows them 
completely and how could he call himself omniscient (, sarvajna )? But since the words of the Buddha are 
truthful, there must necessarily be an omniscient one. 

2. Furthermore, although beings may be infinite in number ( ananta ), omniscience ( sarvajnata) itself is 
infinite. When a letter ( lekha ) is big, the envelope containing it is also big. 167 If the wisdom of the Buddha 
were limited ( antavat ) and if the number of beings were limitless ( ananta ), the objection [that you have 
raised against the omniscience of the Buddha] would be pertinent. But in the present case, the wisdom of 
the Buddha and the number of beings are both limitless: therefore your objection does not hold. 

3. Finally, when it is a question of finite ( antavat ) and infinite ( ananta ), it is customary in the 
Buddhadharma to reply by not responding (sthdpanfya vydkaranam). The fourteen difficult questions 


is in order to detach us from the world and to save us. He forbids speculation on the finite and the infinite, the eternal 
and the transitory, the grasping of characteristics and freeing oneself from vain proliferation. These metaphysical 
problems are absurd and dangerous. Why debate on the infinite number of beings when the being ( sattva ) does not 
exist? Why discuss the eternity of samsara when the latter is, from the beginning, confused with nirvana? 

Thus the Buddha declined to pronounce on the question of whether the world and the self are eternal or 
non-eternal, finite or infinite, etc. (cf. p. 155F); those are unanswerable questions ( avyakrtavastii ), because any 
answer, affirmative or negative, would be a wrong view (p. 423F). Far from being a confession of ignorance, the 
Buddha’s silence on this subject indicates his complete wisdom (p. 1682F). 

166 Cf. DTgha, I, p. 4; III, p. 170; Anguttara, II, p. 209; IV, p. 249. 389: Musavadam pahaya musavadapcitivirato 
samano Gotamo saccavadrsaccascindho theto paccayiko avisamvadakpo lokassa. - He avoids falsehood, he abstains 
from lying, the monk Gotama; he speaks the truth, he has set off bound for the truth; worthy of faith, he is certain of 
not betraying his word towards people. 

We have seen above (p. 146-152F) how the Buddha’s contemporaries down to the most humble cowherds 
recognized his omniscience. 

167 The comparison of the letter and the envelope has already been used above (p. 153F, 530F, 646F). 
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[among which are the finite and the infinite] being unreal (abhuta), false (asat) and useless ( vyartha), 1 
you cannot make any objection [to the omniscience of the Buddha]. 

Question. - If the finite and the infinite are both false, why did the Buddha speak of ‘infinities’ in several 
places? Thus he said: “Beings who, full of error ( moha ) and desire ( trsnd ), have come [into samsara] have 
neither beginning nor end”, 169 and also: “The ten directions ( dasadis) also are limitless.” 170 

Answer. - Beings are infinite in number ( ananta ) and the wisdom of the Buddha is infinite: that is the truth. 
But if a person is attached to infinity ( anantam abhinivisate ), grasps at the characteristic ( nimittam 
udgrhnati) and gives himself over to idle discursiveness (prapahca ), the Buddha says that infinity is wrong 
view ( mithyadrsti ). 171 

It is the same [with infinity] as for the eternity ( sdsvata ) and non-eternity ( asdsvata ) of the world ( loka ): 
both are deceptions and come within the fourteen difficult questions. However, the Buddha has often 
spoken of non-eternity in order to save beings, whereas he did not speak much of eternity. If someone is 
attached to non-eternity ( asdsvatam abhinivisate), grasps at the characteristic ( nimittam udgrhnati) and 
gives himself up to futile discursiveness, the Buddha says that he acts from wrong view ( mithyadrsti) and 
error. But if someone, without being attached to non-eternity, simply recognizes: “That which is non¬ 
eternal is suffering; that which is suffering is non-self; that which is non-self is empty,” 172 this person, thus 
being based on the vision of non-eternity ( asdsvatavipasyandsrita ), enters into the emptiness of things 
(i dharmasunyata) and is in the truth. This is why we know that non-eternity introduces one into the real 
truth, but also makes up part of the fourteen difficult questions for, by [hypostatizing it], by becoming 
attached to its causes and conditions ( hetupratyaydbhinvisdt ), that is a wrong view ( mithyadrsti ). 


168 Once again the Trciite returns to the fourteen difficult questions on which the Buddha declined to comment (cf. P. 
154-158F, 421F, 423F, 529-530F, 1589F, 1682F). In the questions about the infinity and eternity of he world and of 
beings, the four envisaged alternatives are incorrect and no categorical response is acceptable. Cf. Kosa, IX, p. 267. 

169 A free citation of a well-known stock phrase which has given its name to a section of the Samyutta, the 
Anamataggasamyutta. At first sight, it concerns the eternity of samsara rather than the infinity of the world of 
beings, but the two notions are connected. 

The Pali wording appears in Samyutta, II, p. 178-193; III, p. 149-151; V, p. 226, 441; Cullaniddesa, p. 

273; Kathavatthu, I, p. 29: Anamatagg ‘ayam bhikkhave samsa.ropubbakoti napanhayati avijjamvarananam 
sattanam tanhasamyojananam sandhavatam samsaratam. - Of unknown beginning, O monks, is this samsara: one 
does not know the beginning of beings who, obstructed by ignorance and fettered by desire, run about and wander 
[from birth to birth]. 

For this Togion’ which shows many variations, see below, p. 2096F. 

170 The Mahayanasutras endlessly speak of universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges and of innumerable 
and incalculable buddhafields. 

171 Brahmajalasutta of DTgha, I, p. 23-24: Ye pi te samanabrahmana evam ahamsu anato ayam loko apariyanto ti, 
tesam pi musd. - “The monks and brahmanas who say that this world is infinite, that it is without limit, they too are 
in error.” 

172 Samyutta, III, p. 22, 82, 84; IV, p. 1: yad aniccam tarn dukkliam, yam dukkham tad anatta... 
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Here I have spoken about non-eternity ( asdsvata ) in order to clarify [the question] of infinity ( ananta ): it is 
as a result of the infinity [of suffering] that beings conceive distaste ( nii~veda ) for the length of samsara, 
[but the infinity of suffering is not a thing in itself: suffering is simply very long]. 

[Lohita or Timsamatta sutta] n \ - Thus forty bhiksus from the land of Po-li >14 who observed fully the 
twelve pure practices (, dhutaguna ) came to the Buddha who taught them the practice of disgust (: nirveda, 
samvega). 


173 Sutra entitled Timsamatta ‘The thirty’ in the Pali Samyutta, II, p. 187-189, and Lohita ‘The blood’ in the Chinese 
Sanskrit sources: Tsa a han, T 99, no. 937, k. 33, p. 240b-c; Pie-yi tsa a han, T 100, no. 330, k. 16, p. 485c-486a; 
Tseng-yi a han, T 125, k, 49, p. 814b 11-21. The Pali locates this sutra at Rajagrha in the Venuvana; the Sanskrit, 
sometimes at Vaisall on the Markatahradatlra in the Kutagarasala, sometimes at SravastI in the Jetavana. Here are a 
few translations of extracts from the Pali text (Samyutta, II, p. 187-198): 

One day the Blessed One was staying at Rajagaha in the Bamboo Forest. 

Then some monks from Pava, thirty in number, all dwelling in the forest, living on alms, clothed in rags, 
wearing the three robes only but still victims of the fetters, came to where the Blessed One was. Having come near 
him and having saluted the Blessed One, they sat down at one side. 

The Blessed One had this thought: These monks from Pava, thirty in number, all dwelling in the forest... 
are still victims of the fetters. What if I preached the Dhanna to them in such a way that even here on their very 
seats, their minds could be liberated from the impurities by means of detachment? 

The Blessed One said: Of unknown beginning, O monks, is this samsara: the very beginning is unknown 
of beings who, obstructed by ignorance and fettered by desire, run around and wander (from birth to birth). 

What do you think, O monks? Which is greater: the blood that has been spilled and spread about by you 
when your heads have been cut off while you were running around and wandering (in samsara) for so long, or the 
water in the four great oceans? 

-Lord, as we understand the Dharma preached by the Blessed One, it is the blood spilled out and spread around 
when our heads have been cut off while we were running around and wandering (in samsara) for so long and not the 
water in the four great oceans. 

- Good, good, O monks! You understand well, O monks, the Dhanna preached by me... 

Thus spoke the Blessed One. With joyful minds, the monks were pleased with what the Buddha had said. When this 
statement had been made, the minds of the thirty monks from Pava were freed from the impurities by means of 
detachment. 

174 The Chinese translations mentioned at the beginning of the previous note speak of forty bhiksus from the village 
of Po-li-ye or forty Po-li-cho-kia bhiksus; the Pali version speaks of thirty Paveyyaka bhiksus (variant Pdthyyaka). 
The commentary to Samyutta (II, p. 159) explains Paveyyaka as Pdveyyadesavdsino “inhabitant of the region of 
Pava”. Pava (in Sanskrit, Papa) is the actual Kasia, situated 56 kilometers east of Gorakhpur. At the time of the 
Buddha, this city was the Malla capital. The early sources (DIgha, II, p. 165; Sanskrit Mahaparinirvana, p. 252, 432, 
etc.) distinguish the Mallas of Papa (in Sanskrit, Pdpiyaka or Pdpeya, in Pali, Pdpeyyeka) from the Mallas of 
Kusinagari (in Sanskrit, Kausinagara, in Pali, Kosinaraka). The Patheyyakas played an important part at the time of 
the Buddhas funeral rituals and in the council of Vaisall (cf. Vinaya, I, p. 253). 
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The Buddha asked them: The five rivers, Heng-k’ie (Ganga), Lan-meou-na (Yamuna), Sa-lo-yeou (Sarayu), 
A-tche-lo-p’o-t’i (Aciravati) and Mo-hi (Mahl) arise and empty into the great ocean ( mahasamudra ). 175 Is 
the mass of water contained in this ocean great or small? 

The bhiksus answered: It is very great. 

The Buddha continued: In the course of a single kalpa, during his animal existences, a single man has been 
cut up and flayed. In yet other circumstances when he committed a wrong-doing, his hands and feet have 
been cut off and his head has been has been cut off. Well then! His blood ( lohita ) that has been spilled 
surpasses the amount of water in the ocean. [266b] 

Likewise, the blood that he has spilled during his lifetimes (dtmaldbha) in the course of great kalpas 
infinite in number ( anantamahdkalpa ) is incalculable, and it is the same for the tears {asm) that he has 
wept and the mothers’ milk {mdtrstana) that he has sucked . 176 

The bones (asthi) that a single man leaves during a single kalpa surpasses in height the great mountain Pi- 
feou-lo (Vaipulya). - [A note in the K’i-tan says: This is an Indian mountain and as the natives see it 
constantly, it is easy to believe it .] 177 Thus, the man undergoes the sufferings of samsara during 
innumerable kalpas. 


175 The other versions of the sutra do not mention these five rivers. 

176 Here and in the following paragraph, the Traite inserts into its Lohitasutra three comparisons borrowed from 
other sutras of the Samyukta. 

1) The comparison of the tears is taken from the Assu-suttanla of Samyutta, II, p. 179-180 (T 99, no. 938, 
k. 33, p. 240c250241al7; T 100, no. 331, k. 16, p. 486al8-b23): Etad eva bhikkhave bahutaramyam vo imina 
dighena addhund ... paggharitam na tveva catusu mahasamuddesu udakam. - Transl.: More abundant than the 
water of the four great seas are the tears that you have wept, during the very long time that you have wandered in 
samsara, moaning and crying at being united with what you do not like and bing separated from what you like. 

2. The comparison of the mothers’ milk is taken from the Ksira-sultanla in Samyutta, II, p. 180-181 (T 99, 
no. 939, k. 33, p. 241al8-b8; T 100, no. 332, k. 16, p. 486b24-c6): Etad eva bhikkhave kappam bahutaram yam vo 
imina dighena addhunana tveva catusu mahasamuddesu udakam. - Transl.: More plentiful than the water of the four 
great seas is the maternal milk that you have sucked during the very long time that you were wandering in samsara. 

3) The compassion of the bone piles is taken from the Puggala-suttanta of Damyutta, II, p. 185-186 (T 99, 
no. 947, k. 34, p. 242a28-bl5; T 100, no. 340, k. 16, p. 487bl7-c3): Ekapuggalassa bhikkhave kappam sandhavato 
samscircito siya ... sace samhdrako assa sambhatah ca na vinesseyya. - Transl.: From a single man wandering in 
samsara for a kalpa there would come bone skeletons, a pile of bones, a mass of bones as high as mount Vaipulya, 
supposing there were someone to gather up these bones and the pile would not be destroyed. 

As we have seen above (p. 457F), the author of the Traite likes to construct composite sutras. 

177 Edition of the Chinese Canon printed under the K’i-tan (Tartars), beginning in 1059 and included, in 1068, 579 
volumes. See P. Dcmieville, Surles editions imprimees du Canon chinois, BEFEO, XXIV, 1924, p. 207-212. 
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Having heard this discourse, the bhiksus were disgusted with the world and obtained bodhi. Furthermore, 
learning that the beings of the ten directions are infinite in number, they felt joy, busied themselves in not 
destroying life (prdndtipdta) and won infinite merit (, anantapunya ). 


For these reasons, the beings of all the universes should pay homage ( puja ) to the bodhisattva who 
produces the mind of bodhi for the first time (prathamacittotpddika ). Why? Because, in order to save the 
beings of universes infinite in number, he himself uses infinite qualities ( anantaguna ). As they present such 
benefits, they are called ‘infinite’. 

This is why the Prajnaparamitasiitra says here that the bodhisattva ‘knows the movements of mind of all 
beings completely’. Thus, when the sun illumines a continent ( dvipaka ), it goes everywhere simultaneously 
and there is no place that is not illumined. 


Third Section OUTSHINING THE KNOWLEDGE OF ALL THE 
SRAVAKAS AND PRATYEKABUDDHAS 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 21,1. 14-15; Satasahasrika, p. 68,1. 1-2). - The bodhisattva-mahasattva who 
wishes to outshine the knowledge of all the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas must practice the perfection of 
wisdom ( Sarvasrdvakapratyekabuddhdndm jiidnam abhibhvitukdmena bodhisattvena mahdsattvena 
prajndpdramtdyam siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - Question. - What is the knowledge of the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas? 


I. KNOWLEDGE OIF THE SRAVAKAS 77 * 


Answer. - 1. Considering the true nature of dharmas under its general characteristic ( samanyalaksana ) and 
its specific characteristics ( svalaksana ) is the knowledge of the sravakas. 179 

[Susunasutta.] - Thus it is said in a sutra: “First one must use the analytical knowledge of the dharmas 
{dharmapravicayajndnal) and then apply the knowledge concerning nirvana ( nirvdne jnanam).” 1 0 The 


178 This subject has been discussed already, p. 1067-1068F. 

179 To be more precise and as has been said above (p. 1745F), the sravakas know the general characteristics of 
conditioned dharmas, impermanence, suffering, emptiness and non-self, but they know only a restricted number of 
specific characteristics, solidity of earth, etc. 

180 Susunasutta of Samyutta, II, p. 124 (Tsa a han, T 99, k. 14, p. 97b6, already cited omn p. 1383F: Pubbe kho 
Susima dhammatthitinanam pacchd nibbdne iianan ti. 
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analytical knowledge of dharmas concerns the specific characteristics ( svalaksana ); the knowledge of 
nirvana concerns the general characteristic ( sdmdnyalaksana). 

2. Furthermore, the sravakas know the dharmas that are, respectively, deliverance ( moksa ) or bondage 
(bandhana ); progression ( pravrtti ) or regression ( nivrtti ); production ( utpdda ) or cessation ( nirodha ); 
benefit (dsvada) or defect ( admava ); in the opposite sense (pratiloma ) or in the natural sense ( anuloma ); 
the near shore {apdra) or the opposite shore (pdra of mundane order ( laukika ) or supramundane order 
{lokottara), and other knowledges of the same type analyzing dharmas grouped into twos. They are called 
knowledges of the sravaka. 

3. There are also threefold knowledges: the knowledges bearing upon the the five aggregates of attachment 
{updddnaskandha) concerning their origin ( samudaya ), their breaking up ( viksepa ) and their disappearance 
(i astamgama ) or concerning their benefits (dsvada), their faults ( admava ) and their deliverance 

( nihsarana); ls 2 the knowledges associated with the three gates of deliverance ( vimoksamukhasampraykta ) 
and other knowledges analyzing the dharmas grouped into threes. 

4. There are also fourfold knowledges: the knowledges consisting of the four foundations of mindfulness 
(smrtyupasthdna ); - the knowledges of phenomena (dharmajndna), the subsequent knowledge 

(i anvayajndna ), the knowledge of another’s mind ( paracittajndna ) and conventional knowledge 
( samvrtijndna ); - the knowledges of suffering ( duhkha ), its origin ( samudaya ) its cssation ( nirodha ) and the 
path to its cessation (mdrga); 83 - the knowledges of impurity ( asuci ), impermanence ( anitya ), suffering 
{duhkha) and non-self (, anatman); m - the knowledges of impermanence {anitya), suffering {duhkha), 
emptiness (sunya) and non-self (, anatman); ls 5 the knowledge of phenomena {dharmajndna), the subsequent 
knowledge (anvyajndna), the knowledge of the destruction of the impurities (dsravaksayajndna) and the 
knowledge of their non-reoccurrence (anutpddajndna) and other knowledges of the same type analyzing 
dharmas grouped by fours. 186 


But the ‘analytical knowledge’ spoken of here in the Traite does not quite give the dhammatthitindna of 
the Pali, which W. Geiger, in his translation of Samyutta, II, p. 172, translates as “das Wissen von der 
Gegsetzmassigkeit”. In his Pali Dhamma, p. 12 he explains: Das Wissen von der Kausalitat wird hier bestimmt als 
eine Vorstufe des Wissens vom Nirvana. 

181 Time-honored expressions designating samsara and nirvana respectively. 

182 Compare the Arahasutta of Samyutta, III, p. 161: Yato ca kho bhikkhave bhikkhu imesam pahcannam 
updddnakkhandhanam samudgayanca atthagamanca assasahca adinavahca nissaranahca yathdbhutam viditvd 
anupcidd vimutto hoti. See also Samyutta, III, p. 28,1. 26-29. 

183 Four knowledges concerned with the four aryasatyas respectively. 

184 Knowledges counteracting the four viparydsas. 

1Sj Knowledges bearing upon the four dkaras of the truth of suffering. 

186 All these other knowledges have been defined in chap. XXXVIII, p. 1465-1486F. 
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5. Finally, from the knowledge of duhkhe dharmajnanaksanti 187 up to the knowledges of 
sunyatasunyatasamadhi, dnimittanimittasamadhi and apranihitapranihitasarnddhi, 1 88 all the knowledges 
included in that interval are all sravaka knowledges. In summary, this is disgust for the world. 

[266c] Thinking of nirvana, rejecting the threefold world ( traidhdtuka ), cutting the conflicting emotions 
(klesaprahdna ), obtaining the supreme dharma ( agradharma ), i.e., nirvana: all of that is called the 
knowledge of the sravaka. 

Furthermore, it is said in the Pan-jo-po-lo-mi-yi p’in (Prajnaparamitaparivarta): 189 “The knowledge of the 
bodhisattva and the knowledge of the sravaka are one and the same knowledge, the difference being that 
the sravakas do not have skillful means ( updya ), are not [clothed] in the great armor ( na 
mahdsamndhasasamnnaddha), 19 " have neither great loving-kindness ( mahdmaitri ) nor great compassion 
(mahdkarund), do not seek all the attributes of the Buddha, do not seek the knowledge of all the aspects 
( sarvdkdrajnatd) or omniscience ( sarvadharmajnatd). They are disgusted only with old age (jard ), sickness 
(vyddhi) and death ( marana ), cut the bonds of thirst ( trsndbandhana ) and go straightway to nirvana: this is 
the difference. 


187 First moment of the darsanamarga. 

188 Concentrations by means of which one wards off the dangers of the absorptions having as their objects emptiness 
(sunyata), signlessness (dnimitta) and wishlessness ( apranihita): cf. p. 1094F; Kosa, VIII, p. 187-190. 

189 Unidentified chapter and citation. 

190 The texts of the Greater Vehicle often speak of bodhisattva mahasamnahasamnaddha (in Tibetan, go cha chen 
po bsgospa), i.e., ‘clothed in the great armour’. This is mentioned in Pancavimsati, ed. Ditt, p. 175,1. 6; Kumarajlva 
renders the expression by ta-che-tchouang-yen or ta-tchouang-yen, ‘adorned by great vows’ or ‘greatly adorned’, 
whereas Hiuan-tsang (T 220, vol. VII, p. 62al2) translates it as pei-ta-kong-td-k’ai ,’clothed in the great armour of 
the qualities’. 

The Prajnaparamita (Pancavimsati, p. 175,1. 3 - 179,1. 21; Satasahasrika, p. 1298,1. 12 - 1313,1. 18) 
dedicates an entire section to the Great Armor. The bodhisattva, it explains, puts on the great armor when he decides 
to fulfill the six paramitas, not for a limited number of beings but for all beings without exception (sarvasattvandm 
krtena ), and this for the purpose of introducing them into the perfections and leading them to supreme compete 
enlightenment. He practices the six perfections without objectifying them or seizing them (satpdramitd na 
nimittikaroti nopalabhate). 

The Abhisamayalatnkara, I, v. 43, condenses this section into the following stanza: 

Ddndsau sadvidhe tesdm pratyekam samgrahena yd / 
samndhapratipattih sa sadbhih satkair yathoditd // 

“The action [consisting of] putting on the annor is represented by six sextads, the six [paramitas], 
generosity, etc., combined one with the others respectively.” 

The samnahapratipatti thus consists of six sextads [combinations of generosity with the other five 
paramitas, of morality with the other five paramitas, etc.]: which makes a total of thirty-six aspects. 

For the ‘great annor” see also Aloka, p. 84-85. 
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II. KNOWLEDGE OF THE PRATYEKABUDDHAS 93 


Question. - This, then, is the knowledge of the sravakas. Now what is the knowledge of the 
pratyekabuddhas? 

Answer. - The knowledge of the pratyekabuddhas is the same as the knowledge of the sravakas with the 
exception of time ( kdla ), sharp faculties ( tiksnendriya ) and merits ( punya ). 

1. Time (kdla). - When there is no Buddha in the world or, as well, when the Buddhadharma does not exist, 

the ascetic who, after a minor occurence (, nidana ), leaves home and obtains bodhi, is called 

pratyekabuddha. 

2. Sharp faculties ( tiksnendriya ). - Pratyekabuddhas differ [from sravakas] by their keen faculties, but their 
manner of being (dharmata) is similar ( tulya ). It is thanks to the depth of their knowledge 
(jndnagambhiratd) alone that the ascetic obtains the bodhi of the pratyekabuddha. 

3. Merits (punya ). - This is a matter of merits bringing the physical marks ( laksana ): one mark, two marks, 
or up to thirty-one marks. 193 

If, when the Buddhadharma is still in existence, an ascetic has first of all obtained the quality of an arya and 
then becomes arhat after the disappearance of the holy Dharma ( saddharmavipralopa ), he is also called 
pratyekabuddha but his body does not possess the physical marks. 194 

If the pratyekabuddha is very quick ( ksipra ), his career (caiyd) is four lifetimes; if he is slow ( manda ), it is 
prolonged even for as long as one hundred kalpas. Like the sravaka: if he is fast, three lifetimes; if he is 
slow, sixty kalpas. 195 


191 This subject has already been treated above, p. 1068-1069F 

19i Such as the king who, seeing the wreckage of his garden, understood the futility of things and attained the state 
of pratyekabuddha: see p. 1068F. 

193 Sharp faculties and physical marks are characteristic of the pratyekabuddhas living alone, like rhinoceroses 
(kadgavisanakalpa): see p. 1069F and n. 

194 This is a question of the pratyekabuddha living in a group ( vargacarin). These are former sravakas who entered 
the Path during the reign of a Buddha, but only accede to bodhi during a time when the Buddha and his Dhanna 
have disappeared: cf. Kosa, III, p. 195. 

Conversely, there are bodhisattvas who withdraw and become either sravakas or pratyekabuddhas: cf. 
Suramgamasamadhi, transl.,p. 240-241. 

195 For the Vibhasa (T 1545, k. 83, p. 428b27-28), usually sixty kalpas are necessary in order to acquire the bodhi of 
the sravakas, one hundred kalpas to acquire that of the pratyekabuddhas, three incalculable periods to acquire that of 
the Buddhas. But there are exceptions. 

On the lineage ( gotra ), the realizations (samudagama), the abodes ( vihdra ) and the conduct ( caritra) of 
pratyekabuddhas, see Asanga’s Yogacarabhumi, Pratyekabuddhabhumi, ed. A. Wayman, Journal of Indian and 
Buddhist Studies, VIII, 1960, p. 376-377 (T 1579, k. 34, 477c-478a). 
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This has been fully described earlier (p. 1068-1069F). 


III. EMINENT KNOWLEDGE OF THE BODHISATTVA 


Question. - According to the Buddha’s words, there are four kinds of fruit of the religious life 
(sramanyaphala ), four kinds of arya from the srotaapanna to the arhat, five kinds of sons of the Buddha 
( buddhaputra ) from the srotaapanna up to the pratyekabuddha, and three kinds of bodhi: the bodhi of the 
arhats, the bodhi of the pratyekabuddhas and the bodhi of the Buddhas. The bodhisattva does not appear 
anywhere among these arhats, these sons of the Buddha and these bodhis. Why then does the 
Prajnaparamitasutra speak here of the bodhisattva “outshining the knowledge of all the sravakas and 
pratyekabuddhas”? 

Answer. - The Dharma of the Buddha is of two kinds: i) the Dharma of the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas, 
and if) the Dharma of the Mahayana. The Dharma of the sravakas is small (hma) and praises the things 
concerning the sravakas alone; it does not speak of things that concern the bodhisattva. The Dharma of the 
Mahayana is vast (mahat) and deals with things relative to the bodhisattva-mahasattva: the production of 
the mind of awakening ( cittotpada ), the development of the ten levels (dasabhumibhdvand), the access to 
certainty (; niyamavakranti ), the purification of the Buddha fields ( buddhaksetraparisodhana ), the 
maturation of beings ( sattvaparipdcana ) and the attainment of supreme enlightenment ( abhisambodhi ). In 
this Dharma, it is said that the bodhisattva follows on from the Buddha and should be honored as he is: he 
contemplates the [true] nature of dharmas (bhutalaksana) in a similar way, he is a field of merit 
(punyaksetra ) and he dominates the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas. 

In many places, the Mahayanasutras praise the knowledge of the bodhisattva-mahasattva which prevails 
over that of the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas. 


1513 



[Ratnakutasutra]} 96 - In the Pao-ting-king, (Ratnakutasutra) it is said: 197 The noble cakravartin king who 


196 The Traite, under the title of Ratnakutasutra, rendered in Chinese by Kumarajlva as Pao-ting king, is referring 
here to the Kasyapaparivarta which has come down to us in a somewhat mutilated Indian version (ed. A. von Stael- 
Holstein, Chang-hai, 1926), one Tibetan translation (Tib. Trip., vol. 24, no. 760, 43) and four Chinese translations 
made under the Han between 178 and 184, under the Tsin between 265 and 420 (T 351), under the Ts’in between 
350 and 431 (T 310, k. 112, p. 631-638) and by Che-hou under the Song, about 982 (T 352). All these sources are 
reproduced in von Stael-Holstein which I [Lamotte] will designate as KP (Kasyapaparivarta). F. Weller has 
dedicated an important series of works to them and has proposed a number of amendments to the Sanskrit text. I will 
cite here only the following: Zum Kasyapaparivarta, Verdeutschung des sanskrit-tibetischen Textes, Leipzig, 1965; 
Kasyapaparivarta nach des Han-Fassung verdeutscht, Buddhist Yearly, 1986-70, Halle, 1970, p. 57-221; 
Kasyapaparivarta nach der Djin-Fassung verdeutscht, Mitteilungen des Instituts fur Orientforschung, XII, 1966, p. 
379-462; Die Sung-Fassung des Kasyapaparivarta, Monumenta Serica, XXV, 1966, p. 207-362. 

At some undetermined date, the Kasyapaparivarta was incorporated into a vast collection of about fifty 
Mahayana sutras, a collection known under the name of Ratnakuta in Sanskrit, Pao tsi king (less often, Pao ting 
king) in Chinese, dkon-brtegs in Tibetan. The Chinese Ta pao tsi king (T 310) in 120 kiuan, was compiled at Lo- 
yang, under the T’ang, between 706 and 713, by Bodhiruci, a brahmin from southern India converted to Buddhism. 
To this purpose, Bodhiruci resorted to some earlier Chinese translations: “He used as many as 23 sutras; 15 other 
sutras of which translations also existed, were re-translated by him, either because the translations of his 
predecessors were not satisfactory or because the Sanskrit version that he was using differed from those previously 
translated; finally, he gave a new translation of 11 sutras. 1 ' (P. Dcmieville, Inde Classique, II, p. 434). In this Ta pao 
tsi king, the version of the Kasyapaparivarta is in the 43 rd place: this is the version entitled P ’ou ming p ’ou sa, done 
at the time of the Ts’in by a translator whose name has been lost. - The Tibetan dkon-brtseg (Tib. Trip., vol. 22-24, 
no. 760) which includes 49 sutras was translated at the beginning of the 9 th century by Jinamitra, Surendrabodhi and 
Ye-ses sde (cf. Lalou, La version tibetaine du Ratnakuta, JA, Oct.-Dec., 1927, p. 233-259). 

The history of the Sanskrit Ratnakuta as a collection of sutras still remains obscure. The Chinese, followed 
later by the Tibetans, are almost the only ones to affirm its existence. In the K’ai yuan (T 2154, k. 9, p. 570b4-12) 
we read: “In the past, during the Tcheng-kouan period (627-649), the Dharma teacher Hiuan-tsang traveled to India 
and returned with Sanskrit texts. In the Hong fou sseu, he translated the Mahabodhisattvapitakasutra, the twelfth 
‘assemblage’ of the Ratnakuta. Later, when at Yu houa kong sseu he had finished translating the Mahaprajna (T 
220), the monks invited him to translate the Ratnakuta immediately. The Dharma teacher Hiuan-tsang said: “The 
merit in translating the Ratnakuta is not inferior to that of translating the Prajna. The time remaining in my life is 
brief; I am afraid that I cannot finish the work.” As the requests addressed to him did not stop, he began to translate 
the text hastily. He was able to make only a few lines, and he said, sighing: “This sutra does not show favorable 
signs for the people of this country. My strength is exhausted; I cannot finish it.” This is why he stopped translating. 
The day that Bodhiruci arrived (about 706?), he again presented a Sanskrit text of this [Ratnakuta], The emperor Ho- 
ti ordered Bodhiruci to continue the remainder of the work begun by Hiuan-tsang.” 

Late though it is, the Chinese evidence is no less categorical. On the other hand, when the Indian authors 
and commentators refer to the sutras contained in the Chinese and Tibetan Ratnakutas, they cite them under their 
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specific names as independent works and if they do mention a Ratnakuta, it is almost always to refer it it as 
Kasyapaparivarta. 

To complete the work of my [Lamotte’s] predecessors, here is a list of citations of the texts in question 
with references, wherever possible, to the corresponding paragraphs of the edition of the Kasyapaparivarta (KP) by 
Stael-Holstein. 

1. Traite, T 1509 (translated by Kumarajlva): - k. 26, p. 253c 17: Kasyapapariprccha (Kia cho wen) = KP, 
§ 57 or Madh. vrtti, p. 358. 

This is not a reference to the Katyayanavada as I [Lamotte] proposed above, p. 1684F, n. 4. - k. 28, p. 
266c28: Ratnakuta (Pao ting king) = KP, § 83 (same comparison but applied otherwise), and 84. 

2. Dasabhumikavibhasa, T 1521 (translated by Kumarajlva): - k. 16, p. 109cl2: Ratnakutasutra (Pao ting 
king), in the chapter on the combined Buddhas (Houo ho a pa p’in). The quotation that follows portrays the 
bodhisattva Aksayamati. - k. 17, p. 118c3: Ratnakutasutra (Pao ting king), in the Kasyapaparivarta (Kia cho p’in) = 
KP, § 134. This reference is interesting. It proves that the author of this Vibhasa, presumably Nagarjuna, held the 
Kasyapaparivarta to be a section of the Ratnakuta. 

3. Che mo ho yen louen, T 1668 (author Nagarjuna; translator Fa-t’i-mo-to in 
401). - k. 4, p. 625al6: Ratnakutasutra = ? 

4. Ratnagotravibhaga, T 1611 (author Sthiramati, about 250): - k. 3, p. 828c26 (cf. ed. Johnston, p. 29, lo. 
11): In the Ratnakutasutra, the Buddha says to Kasyapa = KP, § 64. 

5. Mahayanavatara, T 1634 (author Saramati): - k. 2, p.48a6: Ratnakutasutra = KP, § 88. 

6. Mahayanasutralamkara by Asanga, ed. S. Levi: - p. 165: Ratnakuta = KP, 6 24. 

7. Mahayansamgraha by Asanga, tr. E. Lamotte: - II, p. 143-145F = KP. § 23-25. 

8. Fo sing louen, T 1610 (authir Vasubandhu, translator Paramartha): - k. 4, p. 809a24: Ratnakutasutra 
(Pao tong king) = KP, § 66. 

9. Prasannapada by Candraklrti, ed. L. de La Vallee Poussin: - p. 45: Aryaratnakutasutra = KP, § 102. - p. 
47-50: Aryaratnakutasutra = KP, §138-141. - p. 156-157: Aryaratnakutasutra = KP, § 71. - p. 248-249: 
Aryaratnakutasutra = KP, § 63-65. - p. 336-339: Aryaratnakutasutra = § 139-141. - p. 358: Aryaratnakuta = KP, § 
57. 

10. Siksasamuccaya by Santideva, ed. C. Bendall: - p. 52: Ratnakuta = KP, § 3. - p. 53: Ratnakuta = KP, § 
24. - p. 54: Ratnakuta = KP, § 11. - p. 54: Ratnakuta = KP, § 11. - p. 55: Ratnakuta = KP, § 6. - p. 146: 
Ratnakutasutra = KP, § 15. - p. 148: Ratnakuta = KP, § 5. - p. 196” Aryaratnakuta = KP, § 128. - p. 233: 
Aryaratnakuta = KP, § 97-102. 

11. Bodhicaryavatarapanjika by Prajnakaramati, ed. L. de La Vallee Poussin: - p. 147: Ratnakuta = KP, § 

11. - p. 526-527: Aryaratnakuta = KP, § 97-102. 

12. Ta tch’eng pao yao yi louen, T 1635, Chinese translation of the Sutrasamuccaya, made in the first half 
of the 11 th century by Dharmaraksa of the Song, assisted by Wei-tsing. According to the Tibetan version (Tib. Trip., 
vol. 102, no. 5330), this would be the work of Nagarjuna, and Santideva, in his Bodhicaryavatara, V, stanza 105- 
106, attributes it to Nagarjuna (cf. J. Filliozat, Siksasamuccaya et Sutrasamuccaya , JA, 1964, p. 473-478). 

The work cites five passages from a Ratnakutasutra (K. 2, p. 52bl9; 53al8; k. 5, p. 61 b 19; 62b6; k. 6, p. 
63a22) but these do not seem to be in the Kasyapaparivarta. 
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lacks one son, [viz., the thousandth and last], does not have in full the thousand sons [necessaryto constitute 
his lineage]. Even [267a] though he possesses great power already, his [first 999 sons] are not honored 
either by the gods or by humans; but the true offshoot of the noble cakravartin king, [viz., his thousandth 


13. Tsi tchou fa pao tsouei yi louen, T 1638 (author: an Indian whose name is given in Chinese as Chan- 
tsi; translator: Che-hou, under the Song, about 982). - k. 1, p. 150b24 = KP, § 60. 

- In summary, it is likely that at the time of the Traite, at the beginning of the 4 th century (cf. vol. Ill, p. 
ixF), already there existed a Sanskrit collection of Mahayana texts of varying dates and provenances. Until then, 
these texts had had a separate existence. We know little about the Sanskrit collection except that it included at least 
two questionnaires: one from the disciple Kasyapa ( Kasyapapaiprccha) and on from the bodhisattva Aksayamati 
(Aksayamatipariprccha ). The first, judging from the botanical information that it furnishes, came from eastern India 
(cf. H. Nakamura, A critical survey of Mahayana and Esoteric Buddhism , Acta Asiatica, 7, 1964, p. 48). It enjoyed 
exceptional prestige and was named Ratnakuta ‘Summit of Jewels’ translated correctly by Pao-ting in Kumarajlva’s 
versions. This explains why the Traite designates it equally as Kdsyapapariprcchd and Ratnakutasutra. Incorporated 
into the Sankrit collection, it also takes the name of ‘Chapter of Kasyapa’ ( Kasyapaparivarta). 

The Sankrit collection grew in the course of time and, towards the end of the 5 th century it included about 
fifty sutras, some of which had already been translated into Chinese. This collection also took the name of 
Ratnakuta, not as ‘Summit of Jewels’ (Pao ting) but as 'Heap of Jewels’ (Pao tsi). Brought to China by Hiuan-tsang 
in 649, it was completely translated between 706 and 713 by Bodhiruci who, for a good part of it, used the earlier 
Chinese translations. The Tibetan version occurred only after Tibet’s conversion to Buddhism. A first verion is 
already mentioned in the Index of the translations of the Agamas and Sastras existing in the palace of Ldan-kar, in 
the Stod-than, an index prepared by Dpal-brtsegs and Nam-mkahi-snin-po: it appears under the category no. Ill of 
this index, and this category is entitled “Sutra of the Greater Vehicle arranged in chapters (lehu) of the eleven 
hundred dharmaprayayas of the Maharatnakuta, up to forty-nine chapters” (cf. M. Lalou, Les textes bouddhiques au 
temps du roi Khri-sroh-bde-btsan, JA, 1953, p. 320-321). The second version was made by Jinamitra, as has been 
said above: it is preserved in the Tib. Trip., vol. 22-24, no. 760. 

Apart from the author of the Dasabhumikavibhasa, the Indian scholars and commentators make no 
mention of a Sanskrit Ratnakuta as a collection of texts and everything leads one to think that they were unaware of 
its existence. In any case, when Saramati, Asanga, Vasubandhu, Candraklrti, Santideva and Prajnakaramati cite the 
Ratnakutasutra, it is always to refer to it only as Kasyapaparivarta. 

197 Citation to be compared with the Kasyapaparivarta, ed.von Stael-Holstein, 

§ 83, where the theme is presented in a different way: If he is endowed with the marks of a cakravartin 
(cakravartilaksanasamanvagata ), the prince, even though he exists only in the embryonic state in his mother’s 
womb, is more greatly honored by the gods than his already grown-up brothers who are without the marks of a 
cakravartin. Here, it is a matter for the Traite of the thousandth and last son of a cakravartin king preferentially 
honored over all his brothers because he has the full number necessary to form the lineage ( vatnsa ) of a universal 
king. The latter, in order to fulfill his role, must not only possess the seven jewels ( saptaratna ) of a cakravartin, but 
must also have “a full thousand heroic sons, virile, with excellent bodies, destroyers of the enemies’ armies”. This is 
expressed in a frequently repeated stock phrase (DTgha, I, p. 88-89; Catusparisatsutra, p. 235; Vivyavadana, p. 548- 
549): Purnam casya bhavisyati aharamputrandm Isurdndm virandm varahgarupindm parasainyapramardakanam. 
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and last son], although he is still in his mother’s womb ( kuksi ) and starting from the first seven days after 
his conception ( saptaratropapanna ), is honored by the gods. Why? The first 999 sons do not guarantee the 
lineage (vamsa) of the noble cakravartin king permitting people to enjoy happiness for only two 
generations; on the other hand the last son, even though he is still in the womb, definitively completes the 
descent of the noble cakravartin king. This is why he is honored. 

Similarly, 198 even though the arhats and pratyekabuddhas have spiritual faculties ( indriya ), the powers 
( bala ), the factors of enlightenment ( sambodhyanga ), the members of the Path (marganga), 199 the six 
superknowledges (sadabhijna ), the power of the trances ( dhyana ) and wisdom (prajnd), even though they 
realize the highest point of the truth (bhutakoti ) and are a field of merit (punyaksetra ) for beings, they are 
not honored by the Buddhas of the ten directions. On the other hand, in the womb of the fetters 
(samyojana ), the passions ( klesa ), the bonds of desire (kamabandhana ) and the threefold poison 
(visatraya), the bodhisattva who has just produced the mind of peerless bodhi 

( prathamanuttarabodhicittotpada ) is honored by the Buddhas before having done what had to be done 
(i akrtakrtya ). It is only gradually that he will cultivate the six perfections ( paramita), acquire the power of 
skillful means ( updyabala ), enter into the position of Bodhisattva ( bodhisattvaniydma ) and succeed in 
obtaining the knowledge of all the aspects (sarvakarajnata) and save innumerable beings. But [from his 
first production of the bodhi mind] he prevents the rupture ( anupaccheddya sthasyati ) of the Buddha 
lineage ( buddhavamsa ), of the lineage of the Dharma ( dharmavamsa ) and the lineage of the Community 
(, samghavamsa ); he prevents the rupture of the causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ) assuring pure 
happiness ( visuddhasukha ) in the heavens ( svarga ) and in this world ( ihaloka ). [This is why he is honored 
by the Buddhas as soon as he is conceived]. 

Thus the Kia-lo-p ’in-k ’ie (kalavinka ) bird, when it is still within the egg ( andakosa ), surpasses all other 
birds ( sarvapaksiganam abhibhavati) by the melody of its songs ( rutaravitena ). Similarly the bodhisattva- 
mahasattva, even before leaving the shell of ignorance ( avidydndakosa ), surpasses the sravakas, 
pratyekabuddhas and heretics by the sound of his preaching ( dharmadesana ) and his teachings 
( upadesa ). 200 


198 Cf. Kasyapaparivarta, § 83 which is expressed more consisely: Evam eva kasyapa prathamacittotpadiko 
bodhisattvcih aparipakvendriya kalamahabhutagata eva samanodatha ca punar balcivantard tatra purvadarsano 
devci sprham utpadayanti, na tv evdstavimoksadhyayisv arhatsu, tat kasmad hetoh. sa hi 

buddhavamsasyanupaccheddya sthasyati. 

199 Adopting the variant kio tao. 

200 Kasyapaparivarta, § 84: Tadyathdpi nama kasyapa karavinkapotaka cindakosapraksitah anirbhinne nayane 
sarvapaksiganam abhib, yad uta gambhiramadhuranirghosarutaravite[na] evam eva kasyapah 
prathamacittotpadiko bodhisattvo avidyandakosapraksita karmaklesatamastimirapatalaparyavanaddhah nayano pi 
sarvasravakapratyekabuddhdn abhibhavati yad uta kusalamulaparindmanaprayoga-nirhararutaravietna. 

The kalavinka, sparrow or cuckoo, has already been mentioned, p. 279F, 1587F. 
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[ Visesacintibrahmapariprcchd]~ - It is said in the Ming-wang king (Jaliniprabhasutra): The sthavira - 
Sariputra said to the Buddha: O Bhagavat, those who are able to understand the words of these bodhisattvas 
gain great merit (bahum punyaskandham prasunvante). Why? If those who succeed merely in hearing the 
name ( ndman ) of these bodhisattvas already derive great benefit, what can be said of those who also 
understand their words? 

O Bhagavat, if a man were to plant a tree ( vrksa ) without stamping down the ground around it and this tree 
produced roots (mulct), a trunk ( skandha ), branches ( sdkhd), leaves ( parna ), and even gave fruit (phala ), 
that would be a rare thing ( durlabha ). Well, the activity (carydlaksana) of these bodhisattvas is just as 
extraordinary. Indeed, without relying on any dharma whatsoever, they manifest births (jdti) and deaths 
(maraud) in the buddhafields (buddhaksetra) and there, as if at play, they display at will the talents of their 
eloquence (pratibhdna) and their wisdom (prajnd). Then, hearing these great sages displaying this talent of 
eloquence playfully and at will, who would not produce the mind of supreme complete enligtenment 
(. anuttarasamyaksambodhicitta )? 

At that time there was in the assembly the bodhisattva P ’ou-houa (Samanta puspa). 03 He said to Sariputra: 
The Buddha has said that the sthavira [jSariputra] is the foremost of the sages (prajndvatdm agryah ) among 
all the disciples (srdvaka). Today, O sthavira, have you not discovered (upagata) the dharmadhatu, 204 the 
fundamental element of the dharma? Then why not use your great wisdom to discourse on this dharma as 
you will? 

Sariputra. - The disciples of the Buddha (buddhasrdvaka) only speak of its domain (yathdvisayam). 
Samantapuspa. - Does the dharmadhatu have a domain? 

Sariputra. - No. [267b] 

Samantapuspa. - If the dharmadhatu has no domain, how can you claim, O sthavira, to speak according to 
this domain? 

Sariputra. - 1 speak of it according to the degree it has been understood (adhigata) by me. 

Samantapuspa. - O sthavira, have you understood that the dharmadhatu is without measure ( apramdna )? 


201 In Tibetan, gnas brtan corresponding to the Sanskrit sthavira which Kumarajlva renders equally as houei-ming 
or k’i-nien. In the Sanskrit texts, the names of the disciples are usually preceded by the adjective ayusmat (in 
Chinese tch ’ang-tche, kiu-cheou; in Tibetan, tshe dan Idem pa) the translation of which Kumarajlva and even Hiuan- 
tsang most frequently omit. All these epithets of respect have the sense almost of the Greek ‘presbyter’, elder, 
worthy of consideration. Another honorific appellation of Buddhist and Jain monks is bhadanta (in Chinese, tsuan- 
tche; in Tibetan, bstun pa). 

202 On this sutra frequently cited under different names by the Traite, see above, p. 1268-1269F, note. The passage 
cited here occurs in T 585, k. 2, p. 10c23 - 1 lb25; T 586, k. 2, p. 42c9 - 43b2; T 587, k. 3, p. 74a2-c7; Tib. Trip., 
no. 827, vol. 33, p. 198-199, fol. 50b7 - 52b3. 

203 In Tibetan, Kun-tu me-tog. 
i04 In Tibetan, chos kyi dbyihs. 
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Sariputra. - Yes. 

Samantapuspa. - Then why did you just say: “I speak to the measure that it has been understood by me”? If 
the dharmadhatu such as it is understood by you is immeasurable, the words [spoken about it] are also 
immeasurable. The dharmadhatu is immeasurable and is not measurable. 

Sariputra. - The dharmadhatu is ungraspable ( anadhigamyalaksana ). 

Samantapuspa. - If the dharmadhatu is ungraspable, do you find deliverance ( vimukti ) outside the 
dharmadhatu? 

Sariputra. - No. 

Samantapuspa. - Why? 

Sariputra. - Because the dharmdahatu is inseparable ( avyatirikta ) from it. 

Samantapuspa. - Is the knowledge of the saints (aryajiiana ) that you understand like the dharmadhatu? 

Sariputra. - As for me, I want to hear the Dharma; this is not the time to preach. 

Samantapuspa. - All dharmas being fixed ( niyata ) in the dharmadhatu, is there something to hear 
(.srotavya ) or something to say ( vaktavya )? 

Sariputra. - No. 

Samantapuspa. - Then why did you just say: “I want to hear the Dharma; this is not the time to preach”? 

Sariputra. - Nevertheless, the Buddha said: “Two people gain immeasurable merit: /') the one who preaches 
carefully; ii ) the one who listens attentively.” 

Samantapuspa. - When you enter into the absorption of cessation ( nirodhasamapatti ),° 5 can you hear the 
Dharma? 

Sariputra. - O son of noble family ( kulaputra ), in the absorption of cessation one does not hear the 
Dharma. 

Samantapuspa. - Do you think that all the dharmas are eternally ceased ( nityaniruddha)! 

Sariputra. - Yes, I think so. 

Samantapuspa. - The dharmadhatu being eternally ceased, it is impossible to hear the Dharma. Why? 
Because all the dharmas are eternally ceased. 

Sariputra. - Without coming out of concentration ( samddhi ), can you preach the Dharma? 

Samantapuspa. - There is no dharma that is not concentrated ( samdhita ). 

Sariputra. - If that is so, all worldly people (prthag/ana ) are also concentrated. 


205 The samjnaveditanirodhasamapatti, the concentration of the cessation of concept and feeling, which by 
definition has no object: cf. p. 1299F, 1307F. 
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Samantapuspa. - Of course, all worldly people are concentrated. 

Sariputra. - In what concentration are all worldly people concentrated? 

Samantapuspa. - It is in the unshakeable concentration of the dharmadhatu 
(i aksobhyadharmadhatusamadhi ) 206 that all worldly people are concentrated. 

Sariputra. - If that is so, there is no difference ( visesa ) between worldly people ( prthagjana ) and saints 
(arya). 207 

Samantapuspa. -I do not accept that there is a difference between worldly people and saints. Why? 
Because among saints, there is no dharma that is ceased ( niruddha ) and, among worldly people, there is no 
dharma that is produced ( utpanna ). Neither of them escape the sameness ( samatd) of the dharmadhatu. 

Sariputra. - O son of noble family ( kulaputra ), what is the sameness of the dharmadhatu? 

Samantapuspa. - It is what was cognized ( jnatd) and seen ( drsta ) by you, O sthavira, when you attained 
bodhi. Did you then produce the attributes of the saint (dryadharma )? 

Sariputra. - No. 

Samantapuspa. - Did you destroy the attributes of the worldly person ( prthagjanadharma )? 

Sariputra. - No. 

Samantapuspa. - Did you acquire the attributes of the saint? 

Sariputra. - No. 

Samantapuspa. - Did you see and cognize the attributes of the worldly person? 

Sariputra. - No. 

Samantapuspa. - O sthavira, what then did you cognize and see in order to acquire the bodhi of the saints? 

Sariputra. - The way of existence ( tathatd) of the worldly person, the way of existence of the bhiksu who 
has just attained deliverance ( vimukti ), the way of existence of the bhiksu entered into nirvana without 
residue (; nirupadhisesanirvdna ). This way of existence is a single way of existence; it does not involve any 
differentiation. 

Samantapuspa. - O Sariputra, it is the way of existence characteristic of the dharmadhatu, the unshakeable 
way of existence ( aksobhyatathatd and, by this way of existence, one will know the way of existence of 
all dharmas. 208 


J>6 In Tibetan, chos kyi dbyins hkhrugs pahi tin lie hdzin. 

207 The identity of worldly people and the saints is one of the favorite themes of the Mahayanasutras: cf. 
Vimalakirtinirdesa, transl., p. 143, note 5; 156-157; 235; Suramgamasamadhi, transl. p. 184. 
i08 In the Tibetan version, Samantapuspa says to Sariputra: de b€in did de ni ma log pa de bsin did dan /g€an ma 
yin pa de b€in did dan / mi hgyur ba de b€in did dan / mi hkhrugs pa de b€in did de / btsun pa Sarihi bu de bsin did 
chos thams cad kyi de bsin did rjes su rig par byaho / 
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Then Sariputra said to the Buddha: Bhagavat, there is no object ( vastu ) that the great mass of fire 
(i agniskandha ) does not consume. It is the same for the words spoken by those individuals who affirm that 
all dharmas enter into the dharmadhatu. 


[Vimalaldrtinirdesasutra .] - Finally, as is said in the Wei-mo-kie king (Vimalaklrtisutra), Sariputra and 
other sravakas said that they themselves were incapable of going to visit Vimalaklrti in order to ask him 
about his sickness and each of them told how, at another time, they had been greeted with derision by 
Vimalaklrti. 209 


Thus, in many sutras, it is said that “the knowledge of the bodhisattva outshines that of the sravakas and 
pratykebuddhas.” 


IV. OUTSTANDING QUALITIES OF THE BODHISATTVA 


Question. - For what reasons does the knowledge of the bodhisattva outshine that of the sravaka and 
pratyekabuddha? 

Answer. - As is said in the Pen-cheng king (Jatakasutra), the bodhisattva has accumulated the knowledges 
for innumerable incalculable kalpas ( aprameyasamkhyeyakalpa ). For innumerable kalpas, there is no 
suffering that he has not undergone, no deed that he has not accomplished. 

In search of the Dharma, he has gone into the fire; 210 he has thrown himself down [from the top of a 
mountain]; 211 his skin was flayed; 212 with one of his bones as pen, his blood as ink and his skin as paper, he 
transcribed a sutra. 213 It was out of love for the Dharma that he suffered these enormous torments. 

In order to acquire knowledge, from lifetime to lifetime he venerated his teachers, looking upon them as 
Buddhas. He recited, studied and penetrated all the existing sutras. 214 For innumerable incalculable kalpas 


This way of being ( tathata) is the way of being without mistake ( aviparyasatathata'), the infallible way of 
being (ananyatathata), the immutable way of being (aviparinamatathata), the unshakeable way of being 
(i aksobhyatathata). O bhadanta Sariputra, the way of being of all dhannas should be known by this way of being. 

209 See chap. Ill of the VimalakTrtinirdesa, transl. p. 141-218. 

210 Avadana of Dharmagavesin or Subhasitagavesin: cf. p. 690F, note. 

211 Jataka of the rsi who threw himself down at the feet of the Buddha Kaundinya from the summit of a high 
mountain (cf. p. 75 IF); story to be compared with the story of the young brahmin in search of a stanza (p. 689F, 
note). 

212 Jataka of the flayed naga (cf. p. 853-855F). 

213 Jataka of Dharmarakta or Dhannarata (cf. p. 975-976F; below, k. 49, p. 412a). 
i14 Adopting the variant kiai-t’o. 
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he ceaselssly reflected and thought. He investigated everything, beautiful and ugly, profound and 
superficial, good and bad, pure and impure, eternal and transitory, existent and non-existent, etc. He 
meditated, analyzed and questioned. In view of knowledge, he venerated the Buddhas, bodhisattvas and 
sravakas. He heard the Dharma, questioned, trusted, reflected properly and acted in conformity with the 
Dharma. 

Completely fulfilling such causes and conditions of knowledge, how could he not outshine the sravakas and 
pratyekabuddhas? 

Finally, the wisdom ( prajna) of the bodhisattva is assisted and adorned by the first five perfections 
(paramita). He possesses the power of skillful means ( updyabala ); he has thoughts of loving-kindness 
(maitri) and compassion ( karuna ) for all beings; he is not obstructed by wrong views ( mithyddrsti ); he 
dwells in the ten levels ( bhumi ); his knowledge (jnana ) is profound ( gambhira ) and his strength (prabhava ) 
is great. For these great reasons, he outshines the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas; for these great reasons, the 
lesser ones disappear by themselves. The arhats and pratyekabuddhas do not have these prerogatives. This 
is why the Prajnaparamitasutra says here: “The bodhisattva who wants to outshine the sravakas and 
pratyekabuddhas should practice the perfection of wisdom.” 


Fourth Section OBTAINING THE GATES OF RECOLLECTION 
AND CONCENTRATION 

NOTE ON DHARANI 


Here the Traite returns to the dharanl studied above (p. 317-32IF, 328F). It is not correctly called a mantra, 
a magical formula as is usually translated; it is first and foremost the memorizing of the teachings of all the 
Buddhas. This is indeed how the Tibetans and Chinese understood the term; the former render it as gzuns 
‘holder’, related to the perfect of the root hdzin pa ‘to lay hold of, to seize’; the latter transcribe it by the 
characters t’o-lo-ni or t’o-lien-ni, or translate it as tsong-tch’e, ‘completely retaining’. 

Already in the canonical sutras (Majjhima, I, p. 480; II, p. 173), Sakyamuni applied it to the operations 
required of the bhiksu who seeks the truth: 

1. He lends ear and listens to the teaching ( ohitasoto dhammam sunati). 

2. Having listened to the teaching, he keeps it in his memory ( satvd dhammmam dhdreti). 

3. He examines the meaning of the teachings that he keeps in his memory ( dhdritdnam dhammanam 
upaparikkhati). 

4. While he is examining the meaning, the teachings become imprinted in him ( attham upaparikkhato 
dhammd nijjhanam khamanti). 
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Hearing ( sravana ), memorizing (dhdrand), examining ( upapanksana ) and strong adherence to the 
teachings ( dhannanidhydnaksdnti ) summarize the spiritual program of the Buddha’s disciples, learned 
(bahusruta ), endowed with memory (smrta) and clear ( samprajdnat ). 

According to the Anguttara, II, p. 178, the disciple who memorizes the entirety of the Buddhist scriptures, 
nine-membered according to the Pali tradtion, twelve-membered according to the Sanskrit tradition, is 
described as learned ( bahussuta ) and a holder of the Dharma ( dhammadhara ). The enterprise, arduous 
though it may be, was not beyond the capacities of the prodigious memory of the Indians. However, so as 
not to impose an unsupportable burden, the Anguttara adds that it is enough to understand the meaning and 
the letter of a single stanza of four feet and to live according to the Dharma in order to merit the title of 
bahussuta and dhammadhara ( Catuppdddya ce pi bhikkhn gdthdya attham anndya dhammam aniidya 
dhammanudhammapatipanno hoti bahussuto dhammadharo ti alam vacandya ti). This was to open the 
door a crack to compromises which later Buddhists took part in broadly . 

Memorization of the Dharma gained even more importance in the Mahayana from the point of view of 
requiring the use of a new vocabulary. To the ‘learned’ sravaka ( bahusruta , mahdbdhusrutyaprdpta ) there 
succeeded the bodhisattva ‘in possession of recollections’ ( dhdranipradlabdha, dhdraniprdpta) who, not 
content with memorizing the nine-membered or twelve-membered scriptures, is going to keep in memory 
the teachings of the innumerable Buddhas of the three times and ten directions, and to preach them to 
beings. 

Pancavimsati, p. 219,1. 12-14; Satasahasrika, p. 1461,1. 19-20. - Yat kimcid buddhair bhagavdbhir 
blidsitam ilia lokadhdtau samantad dasasu diksu lokadlidtusu tat sarvam ddhdrayisyami. “All that has been 
said by the blessed buddhas in the present universe and in the universes of the ten directions, I will retain 
all that.” 

Dasabhumika, p. 79. - Sa evam apramdnair dhdrammukhdsamkhyeyasatasahasrair dasasu diksv 
aprameyanam buddhdndm bhagavantdm sakdsdd dharmam synod srutva vismarayati, yathdsrutam 
cdpramdnavibhaktita evam nirdisati: “[The Bodhisattva], by means of innumerable hundreds of thousands 
of incalculable dharammukhas, heard the Dharma of the innumerable blessed Buddhas of the ten directions 
and, having heard, he taught what he had heard with innumerable details.” 

Lalitavistara, p. 35,1. 18. - DhdranTpradlambhah sarvabuddhabhdsitdsitddhdranatdyaipravartate. “The 
acquisition of the dharanis leads to the memorization of the words of all the Buddhas.” 

Aloka, p. 98,1. 3-4. - Smrtir hi granthasthadharanena dhdrayatiti kytvd dhdranisambhdra id. “Insofar as 
memory ‘retains’ by retaining books and their meanings, we speak of ‘accumulation of dharanf. “ 

Just as the three higher samadhis - sunyatd, dnimitta and apranihita - are called vimoksamukha ‘gateways 
to deliverance’ because they lead to liberation (cf. p. 1221F), so the dharanis are aften called 
dharammukhas because they all open the door to memorization of the Dharma of the Buddhas and because, 
by engendering one another, they are in ‘communication’. 

The Mahayanasutralamkara, p. 147, distinguishes three kinds of dharanis according to whether they result 
from retribution of earlier actions ( purvakarmavipaka ), from the effort of listening ( srutdbhydsa ) in order 
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to grasp ( graham ) and retain ( dharam ) the teachings, or whether they are dependent on mental 
concentration ( samadhisamnisraya ). 

The first two are within the range of humans: cakravartin kings, rsis and sravakas have a certain number of 
them (cf. 328F). These are the lesser (paritta ) dharams. 

The dharam that depends on mental concentration is the greater dharam and is the prerogative of the 
bodhisattvas. It can be weak ( mrdu ), middling ( madhya ) or superior ( adhimatra ). 

1. Weak dharam 


This belongs to the bodhisattvas who have not yet entered into the bhumis ( abhumipravista ) and are still at 
the stage of practicing conviction (adhimukticaryabhumi). 

Still affected by a fleshly body, the bodhisattva searches for, writes, recites, studies and meditates on all the 
teachings of the Buddha of his period. 

According to the Traite (k. 49, p. 412a7-10), this is a matter of the 84,000 articles of the Dharma 
(dhannaskandha), or else the twelve-membered teaching ( dvddasdngapravacana ), or else the Four Baskets 
(catuspitaka), namely the four Agamas (Ekottara, Madhyama, Dlrgha and Samyukta), the 
Abhidharmapitaka, the Vinayapitaka, the Ksudrapitaka (minor texts) and also all the Mahayanasutras such 
as the Mahaprajnaparamita, etc. 

According to the Bodhisattvabhumi, p. 96, the bodhisattva must know: 1) that which is ‘developed’ in the 
twelve-membered scripture ( dvddsdhgdd vacogatddyad vaipulyam ), namely, the Bodhisattvapitaka, in 
other words, the Mahayanasutras; 2) all the rest of the other members, namely, the Sravakapitaka; 3) the 
three outer treatises ( bdhyakdni sastrani), namely, logic ( hetu ), grammar ( sabda ) and medicine 
(vyddhivicikitsd ); 4) the profane sciences of the arts and crafts ( laukikdni silpakarmasthdndni). 

The bodhisattva retains these teachings ( srutadhdram ), considers their meaning ( arthopapanksd), 
penetrates the correct value of the articulated sounds and phonemes that expresses them 
( ghosdksarapravesa ), grants well-considered acquiescence to the teachings ( nidhydnaksdnti ) and, out of 
compassion, preaches them to all beings ( nirdesa ). 

From the viewpoint of the Prajnaparamita and the Madhymaka, the meaning or the object of the Buddha’s 
speech and primarily of the Mahayanasutras, is the true nature of things ( dharmatd), namely, the absence of 
nature. Without production or destruction, things are merged in primordial non-existence. The only way of 
conceiving them is not to think of them; the only way of speaking of them is to be silent. Avoiding the two 
fundamental approaches of the mind, affirmation and negation, they are inconceivable and inexpressible. 
The true nature of things being the absence of nature, all that one can say about them is insignificant 
( nirarthaka ), whether it is a voluminous sutra of a hundred thousand slokas, a simple stanza of four feet 
( catuspddika gdthd) or a single phoneme iaksara). 

For this purpose and even before his entiy into the bhumis, the bodhisattva must accumulate the dharams. 
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Above (p. 317-32IF) and in the pages that follow, the Traite furnishes precious information on these 
dharanfs, but the interpretation is not always easy. The bodhisattva strengthens his memory by means of 
mental exercises or even magical formulas ( mantra ) in order to succeed in retaining what he has heard just 
once and to keep the memory throughout all his lifetimes: this is srutadharadharam. 

He grasps the discontinuous nature of spoken language which removes from it any expressive value. Such a 
discovery makes the bodhisattva equally indifferent to blame and to praise: this is ghosapravesadharanl. 

He has recourse to mnemonic techniques ( dhdraminmkha ) in order to grasp the true nature of dharmas. 
Thus, starting with the forty-two phonemes comprising the arapacana syllabary, he constructs phrases 
showing that things are not. Thus he throws light on both the inexpressibility of the dharmata and the 
identity of the phonemes ( aksarasamatd ): “The forty-two phonemes are all included in each of them and 
each of them is included in the forty-two phonemes. This is how the Tathagata, skilled in Dharma and in 
phonemes, preaches in phonemes a Dharma which is not included in them.” (Astadasa, II, p. 54-55; 
Pancavimsati, T 223, k. 24, p. 396b): this is the aksarapravesadharanl. 

There is also a vibhajyajnanadharanl by means of which the bodhisattva distinguishes the respective 
qualities of the beings to be converted and regulates his sermons accordingly. This dharanl undoubtedly is 
to be compared with the indriyaparaparajndnabala , the power by which the Buddhas know the degrees of 
the moral faculties of beings. 

Always according to the Traite (p. 317F), the dharanl, as its name indicates, ‘retains’ ( dhdrayati ) the good 
dharmas and ‘avoids’ ( vidharayati ) the bad ones. By good dharmas we should understand primarily the 
good teachings of the Buddha and, by bad dharmas, the harmful teachings polluted by the unwholesome 
roots ( akusala ) that are passion, aggression and ignorance. By keeping the former and turning away from 
the latter, the dharanl builds a defence against the pernicious consequences of the passions and repulses the 
onslaughts of Mara and his cohorts. It is mindfulness ( smrti ) and, at the same time, protection ( raksd, 
paritra). 

In the same place, the Traite presents a learned definition taken from an Abhidharma which, however, 
cannot be either that of the Theravadins or the Sarvastivadins where there is no question of the dharanls. 

“Dharanl is associated with the mind ( cittasamprayukta ) or dissociated from the mind ( cittaviprayukta ); 
impure ( sdsrava ) or pure ( andsrava ); invisible (, anidarsana ) and without resistance ( apratigha ); it is 
included in one element ( dhdtu ), one base of consciousness (dyatana ) and one aggregate ( skandha ), 
namely, the dharmadhatu, the dharmayatana and the samskaraskandha; it is cognized by all the knowledges 
(jnana) except the asravaksayajndna ; it is understood only by the mental consciousness ( manovijiidna ).” 

Hence the differences between samadhi and dharanl: 

1. Samadhi as concentrated mind is always associated with the mind, whereas dharanl may either be 
associated with or dissociated from mind. 

2. Samadhi disappears when a distraction arises and at the changing of existence; dharanl, once acquired, 
persists throughout successive states and successive rebirths: it follows its holder like the shadow follows 
the body or like strong fever follows the sick man. It may be compared to the religious discipline 
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(samvara ) resulting from the taking of vows: it continues to exist in the monastic whose mind is bad or 
indeterminate or who is unconscious. 

3. The prolonged exercise of samadhi is necessary to create dharam. 

Very clear information on the elementary dharams to be cultivated by the bodhisattva on the stage of 
conviction will be found in the Yogacara treatises, especially in the Bodhisattvabhumi, p. 272-274 which I 
[Lamotte] translate with the help of the Chinese versions (T 1579, k. 45, p. 542cl6 - 543a24; T 1581, k. 8, 
p. 934a3-29; T 1582, k. 7, p. 996b20-cl8: 

Tatra katamd bodhisattvdndm dharam / samsatas caturvidha drastavyd / dharmadharam, arthadhdram, 
mantradharam, bodhisattvaksdntildbhdya ca dharam//1. tatra dharmadharam katamd/iha ... 
adhimukticaryabhumiksantau vartate / iyam bodhisattvasya bodhisattvaksdntildbhdya dharam veditavyd / 

Translation. - What is the dharam of the bodhisattva? In brief, it should be considered as being fourfold: z) 
dharam of the teachings, ii) dharam of meaning, Hi) dharam of mantra and iv) dharam leading to the 
conviction of the bodhisattva. 

1. What is the dharam of the teachings? The bodhisattva concentrates such power of memory and wisdom 
that, thanks to it and merely by hearing, he retains for an immense length of time immense works not yet 
formulated verbally, not yet practiced, formed by collections of names, phrases and phonemes, 
symmetrically composed and symmetrically arranged. 

2. What is the dharam of meaning? Like the preceding one but with the following difference: The 
bodhisattva, for an immense length of time, retains the immense meaning of these same teachings, a 
meaning not yet formulated nor praticed mentally. 

3. What is the dharam of mantra? The bodhisattva gains such mastery of concentration that by means of it 
he consecrates magical syllables destined to pacify the scourges of all beings, and thus these syllables 
become effective, supremely effective and infallible in pacifying many scourges. In the bodhisattva, this is 
the dharam of mantra. 

4. In the bodhisattva, what is the dharam leading to the conviction of the bodhisattva? A bodhisattva who 
is personally devoted to solid [?, sic] causes, who holds wisdom, lives in solitude, eats moderately, eats 
nothing impure, does not enter into anyone’s field of vision, eats only one kind of food, devotes himself 
completely to ecstasy, sleeps little and is awake most of the night: this bodhisattva considers, weighs and 
examines the meaning of the magical syllables offered by the Tathagatas allowing the acquisition of the 
conviction of the bodhisattva. For example, the formula iti miti kiti bhiksdnti paddni svdhd. Thus 
familiarized with these magical syllables, he discovers the meaning in the following way by himself 
without learning it from anyone else: “In these magical syllables, there is no significant value; they are 
purely and simply without significance; their meaning is insignificance.” And he does not look for any 
other meaning than that. In this way, the meaning of these magical syllables is well penetrated by this 
bodhisattva. Having properly penetrated the meaning of these magical syllables, he also accordingly 
penetrates the meaning of all dharmas and he does that by himself without learning it fom anyone else. 
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Furthermore, he penetrates the meaning in the following way: “The meaning of intrinsic nature of dharmas, 
enunciated in all kinds of expressions, is without real value, and moreover it is their inexpressible intrinsic 
nature that constitutes the [true] meaning of their intrinsic natures.” Having thus correctly penetrated the 
meaning of the intrinsic natures of dharmas, the bodhisattva does not seek any other meaning than that and, 
by the penetration of this noble meaning, he conquers supreme joy and satisfaction. The [conviction] thus 
conquered by this bodhisattva on the basis of magical syllables should be called the conviction of the 
bodhisattva. By taking hold of it, this bodhisattva acquires the purity of high resolution in a short time and 
finally finds himself in the higher conviction belonging to the stage of the practice of conviction 
(i adhimukticaryabhumi : cf. Siddhi, p. 731). This is, in the bodhisattva, the dharam leading to the conviction 
of the bodhisattva. 

- The canonical sutras mentioned at the beginning of this note had already defined the steps required in 
order to accede to the truth: hearing the teachings ( dharmasravana ), memorization (dharana), examination 
( upapariksd) and acquiescence ( ksdnti ). While following the same framework, the Bodhisattvabhumi, a 
work of Yogacara origin, introduces a new element by bringing in magical formulas ( mantrapada ). In the 
mantradhdram, they serve to pacify the scourges ( Tti ) of beings, not by themselves but insofar as they are 
blessed or consecrated ( adhisthita ) by the bodhisattva. In the ksantilabhaya dharam, they show the 
inadequacy of language to express the absolute. In the Yogacara view, the absolute is the true manner of 
existence ( bhutatathata ) of things or their absolute intrinsic nature ( parinispannasvabhdva ), but from the 
Madhyamaka point of view, the only one of interest to us here, the absolute is the absolute emptiness 

(i atyantasunyatd) of beings and of things which in no way can be hypostatized. 

- For the Buddhabhumisutropadesa, T 1530, k. 5, p. 315cc23-28, which frequently cites the 
Yogacarabhumi, the miraculous pratyaveksanajnana of the Tathagatas contains ( dhdrayati ) all the 
dharammukhas and, in general, up to the miraculous attributes of the Buddha that it can bring associated 
with these dharammukhas. Dharam is a higher memory and wisdom (adhimatrasmurtiprjha) capable of 
retaining in its entirety the immense teachings of the Buddhas without forgetting them. In a single dharma, 
dharam bears upon all the dharmas', in a single vyahjana, it is concerned with all the vyahjanas; in a single 
artha, it is concerned with all the arthas. Adding up innumerable qualities ( guna ), it is called an 
inexhaustible treasury ( aksayakosa ). 

2. Middling dharam 


According to the Mahayanasutralamkara, p. 147, the middling or intermediate ( madhyd) dharam belongs to 
the bodhisattva who is still on the impure bhumis ( asuddhabhumika ), in other words, the first seven 
bhumis. 

There he is still afflicted with a fleshly body that limits his movements. However, listening respectfully to 
the collected teachings of the Buddhas, he enters into religion and becomes, from the fifth bhumi onward, 
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an excellent preacher of the Dharma, endowed with the dharams of recollection and practice 
(srutdcdradhdrampratilabdha dharmabhanaka ): cf. Dasabhumika, p. 46. 

3. Higher Dharam 


This is the prerogative of the bodhisattvas on the pure bhumis ( parisuddhabhumika ), i.e., the last three 
bhumis. From the eighth bhumi onward, the bodhisattva, rid of his fleshly body, assumes a body born of 
the fundamental element (dharmadhdtujcikaya), travels through the ten directions of universes as numerous 
as the sands of the Ganges, worships the Buddhas, collects their words and communicates them to beings. 
On the ninth blnimi. he utilizes an infinite number of dharams: cf. Dasabhumika, p. 71, 79. 

This higher ( adhimdtra) dharam described by the Prajnas (cf. p. 328F) as asangadharam, is beyond the 
range of the heretics, sravakas, pratyekabuddhas and even beginning (ddikarmika ) bodhisattvas. Only 
bodhisattvas endowed with immense merit, great wisdom and great power can possess it. 

It is not questionable that the earliest Mahayanasutras and the great scholars may have wished to see, in the 
dharams, a memory ( smrti ) increased twofold by wisdom (prajiid), capable of retaining the immense 
teachings of the Buddhas but still contained in the texts. 

In early Buddhism, the word of the Buddha, good in meaning ( svartha ), good in the letter (suvyanjan), 
distinguishes itself by numerous qualities, but is, first of all and above all, true. It derives its efficacy from 
truth alone; it has nothing magical about it. It does not act mechanically like a mantra and asks only to be 
heard ( sruta ), thought about ( cintita ) and meditated on or practiced ( bhdvita ). It teaches deliverance and the 
path leading to it, but it does not depend on the Buddha whether the traveler follows his indications or not. 
Among his disciples, only a few will attain the supreme goal, nirvana. The Buddha can do nothing about it: 
he is only the mdrgakhyayin ‘the one who shows the Path’ (Majjhima, III, p. 6). 

In the canonical works, mantras are rare and seem to be a foretaste of things to come: Upasenasutra of 
Samyukta, T 99, no. 252, k. 9, p. 60c 14 - 61b28 (cf. E. Waldschmidt, Das Upasenasutra, ein Zauber gegen 
Schlangenbiss aus dem Samyuktdgama, NGAW, 1957, p. 27-44); Tripusa-Bhakkikasutra (cf. F. Bernhard, 
Zur Entstehung einer Dharam, ZD MG, 117, 1967, p. 148-168); Atdndtikasutra (ed. H. Hoffmann, Leipzig, 
1939); Sdrdulakarndvardna (ed. S. Mukhopadhyaya, Santiniketan, 1954, p. 4-5); Kdrandavyuha (ed. P. 
Vaidya, in Mahayanasutrasmgraha, I, Darbhanga, 1961, p. 297). 

It is only half-heartedly and rather belatedly that the Theras of Ceylon attributed a magical value to some 
suttas, used them as ‘protections’ (paritta, pirit) and arranged collections of them (cf. Milinda, p. 150-151; 
Khuddakapatha, Catubhanvara). In the reign of Gothabhaya (309-322) the science of exorcism ( bhutavijjd) 
was introduced into Ceylon by Samghamitta, a Cola sectarian monk of the Vetullavada, and welcomed 
favorably by the Dhammarucika monks of the Abhayagiri (Mahavamsa, XXXVI, v. 113). A great festival 
with recitation of a paritta, the Ratanasutta (Suttanipata, v. 222-238; Mahavastu, I, p. 290-295) was 
institutionalized at Po|onnaruva by king Sena II (Cidavamsa, LI, v. 79-82). 
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In our own times in Ceylon and Burma, a Book of Paritta (pirit-pota) is found in all Buddhist households; 
paritta ceremonies are held regularly according to the norms of a strictly regulated ritual (cf. E. 
Waldschmidt, Das Paritta, eine magische Zeremonie der buddhistischen Proester auf Ceylon , Baessler- 
Archiv, 17, 1934, p. 139-150); a mass of paritta, partly non-canonical, circulates among the public. These 
magical practices, along with the cult of popular gods, constitutes what H. Bechert calls ‘the ‘Little 
Tradition’ in contrast to the traditional Buddhist teaching ( sdsana ), the ‘Great Tradition’ directly oriented 
towards detachment from the world and nibbana. The interface between the two tendencies has been 
masterfully described by Bechert in a work recommended both for its precision and extent of its 
information as well as the soundness of his judgment: Buddhismus, Staat und gesellschaft in den Ldndern 
des Theravdda-Buddhismus, 3 vols., Frankfort und Wiesbaden, 1966-19067-1973. We may mention as well 
the following articles: Einige Fragen der Religionssoziologie und Struktur des siidasiatischen Buddhismus, 
in Beitraage zur religionssoziologischen Forschung, 4, 1968, p. 251-295 \Eine alte Gottheit in Ceylon und 
Sudindien, in WZKSOA, 12-13. 1968-69, p. 33-42; Theravdda Buddhist Sangha: Some General 
Observations on Historical and Political Factors in its Deverlopment, in Asian Studies, 29, 1969-70, p. 
761-778; Sangha, State, Society, ‘Nation Persistence of traditions in ‘post-traditional’ Buddhist Societies, 
in Daedalus, Journal of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Winter, 1973, p. 85-95. 

It is more difficult to detect the importance of this ‘Small Vehicle’ on the Indian subcontinent. Acceptance 
of the Holy Dharma has never involved renunciation of ancestral beliefs, local cults or even popular 
superstitions. The Buddha did not favor them; he condemned as vulgar and unworthy all the forms of 
charlatanism by which some sramanas and brahmanas derived their subsistence (Dlgha, I, p. 9-12); he 
condemned monks who unjustifiably attributed to themselves superhuman powers (Vinaya, III, p. 90-91); 
he forbade his monks to show their miraculous powers in public (Vinaya, II, p. 110-112); he hated, detested 
and abhorred feats of magic and clairvoyance: rddhi and ddesandprdtihdrya (Dlgha, I, p. 213-214); he 
placed among wrong views silavrataparamarsa, the blind belief in the efficacy of ascetic practices and 
rituals (Vinaya, I, p. 184; Majjhima, I, p. 433; Anguttara, III, p. 377; IV,p. 144 seq.) and if he was forced to 
recognize a certain efficacy of formulas {mantra), mumbling (Japa ), medicinal plants ( ausadha ), 
illusionists ( mdydkarma ), therapeutic practices ( cikitsd), clairvoyance ( divyacaksus ) and magicians (rddhi), 
he did not fail to emphasize that all this had nothing to do with the Path to nirvana and did not lead to 
pacification of suffering (Vidyasthanopamasutra, in E. Waldschmidt, Kleine Brdhmf-Schriftrolle. NAWG, 
1959, p. 1-25). 

The warnings of the Master were not always taken into consideration. The sramana Srlmitra, from a 
princely family and native of the Western lands, came to China in the yong-kia period (307-313), 
introduced the science of incantation in the Kiang-tong (lower Yang-tseu) region. When his friend Tcheou 
Yi was executed, he paid a visit to his orphaned children and, in the presence of the body, recited three 
prayers in Sanskrit and then pronounced mantras of several thousands of words. He remembered well 
mantras that were efficient in all situations (Kao seng tchouan, T 2059, k. 1, p. 328a; transl. R. Shih, 
Biographie des moines eminents, 1968, p. 44; E. Ziircher, Buddhist Conquest of China, I, p. 103, where 
Srlmitra is presented as a specialist of dharam, whereas it probably was mantra', the two words are not 
exactly synonymous). According to the evidence, unfortunately late, of Hiuan-tsang, the Mahasamghikas 
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had a canon of five baskets incuding, apart from the four traditional baskets - Sutra, Vinaya, Abhidharma 
and Ksudraka - a Kin-tcheou-tsang or mantrapitaka and not a dhdrampitaka as is generally translated (Si- 
yu-ki, T 2087, k. 9, p. 923a7-9). 

By contrast, still on the subcontintent, the powerful learned sect of the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasika was 
careful not to allow magical practices to occur in the economy of the Path and if, by chance it makes 
mention of mantra and vidya in its Abhidharmas (Satpada and Vibhasa), this is at a purely documentary 
level: it ignores or pretends to ignore even the name of dharant. Its most illustrious spokesman, 
Vasubandhu, denies any value to magical syllables. He states: “In the curative action of medicinal herbs, 
the Phat svdhd muttered by the charlatan ( kuhakavaidya ) has no efficacy whatsoever” (Kosabhasya, p. 475; 
Kosavyakhya, p. 716). 

One should not look for an unconditional restoration of charlatanism and magic in the Mahayana. Like the 
Buddha, it condemns blind belief in the efficacy of rituals and practices ( silavrataparamarsa , 

Pancavimsati, p. 79,1. 9; Satasahasrika, p. 296,1. 12; as example, it proposes the avaivartika bodhisattva of 
the eighth bhumi who definitively renounces the magical arts using mantra, japa and vidya (Astasahasrika, 
p. 83; Pancavimsati, T 223, k. 17, p. 342b; T 220, vol. VII, k. 449, p. 266a). 

On the other hand, its great heroes, the bodhisattvas, are holders of dharanl ( dhdranipratilabdha ) insofar as 
they hold the teachings of all the Buddhas of the three times and the ten directions, and its adepts are all 
also thus favored who hold, in the form of books (grantha), the sutras, voluminous or brief, where these 
teachings are recorded. 

There are great differences between the sutras of the canonical Tripitaka and the Mahayanasutras the 
sermons of which constitute the first and the second turnings, respectively, of the wheel of the Dharma, 
dharmacakrapravartana (Astasahasrika, p. 442; Pancavimsati, T 223, k. 12, p. 311b; T 220, vol. VII, k. 
437, p. 201b; Traite, T 1509, k. 65, p. 517a-b). 

The sutras of the Tripitaka are concerned primarily with renunciants ‘who have gone forth to lead the 
homeless life’. After the death of the Buddha, these bhiksus recited them together and transmitted them 
orally to their successors. At the beginning, these recitations, accessible to all, appeared as the spiritual 
heritage of the Buddha and the very expression of the truth, but nobody thought to attribute to them any 
occult or mysterious power. 

The Mahayanasutras, on the other hand, were addressed originally only to the great bodhisattva assemblies 
and to a few chosen sravakas; they remained unknown to ordinary people who were incapable of 
understanding them. Written down, entrusted to the care of the great bodhisattvas, they remained hidden for 
centuries in mysterious inaccessible places. It was only five centuries after the Buddha’s parinirvana, when 
the Holy Dharma was in danger of being extinguished, that they were discovered and began to circulate in 
JambudvTpa (cf. vol. II, p. 933-941F; vol. Ill, Introduction, p. xxxii-xxxviiF). There then developed in India 
a bibliolatry, unknown in the first centuries, but which has many parallels in other religious systems, the 
Bible, the Koran, etc. 
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In the very origins of the Mahayana, the first Prajnaparamitasutras appeared as a mahavidya (in the Chinese 
versions, ta ming tcheou), i.e., a great magical science (cf. Astasahasrika, p. 203,1. 10; 233,1. 7; 
Pancavimsati, T 223, k. 9, p. 283b9; T 220, vol. VII, k. 429. p. 156al8; Astadasa, T 220, vol. VII, k. 502, p. 
556a24; Satasasrika, T 220, vol. V, k. 102, p. 568bl9; k. 105, p. 580b27). The sons and daughters of good 
family who take, keep, recite, study and propagate these sutras, who write them down and make them into a 
book (pustaka ), and pay homage to them ( puja) by offering flowers, perfume, cloth, banners, bells and 
lamps, these sons and daughters of good family gain immense merit which brings them, before long, to 
supreme complete enlightenment, but - and this is essential - assures them in this very lifetime of 
considerable material benefit ( drstadhdrmika guna). Mara and evil spirits have no hold ( avatdra ) on them; 
enemies who try to fight them, quarrel with them and contradict them vanish by themselves; the four gods, 
Sakra, Brahma and all the Buddhas guarantee them safekeeping, defense and protection 
(raksdvaranagupti); anger and madness give place in them to loving-kindness and presence of mind; no 
weapon can attack them; they are invulnerable in battle, etc. (cf. Astasahasrika, p. 187-203; E. Conze, The 
Perfection of Wisdom in eight thousand lines, 1973, p. 102-119; The Large Sutra on Perfect Wisdom, 

1975). 

What has been said here about the Prajnaparamitasutras is equally valid for all the other Mahayanasutras as 
is well expressed in the dedications (pannddna) that end them. Different fom the sutras of the Tripitaka 
which originally have only didactic value, the Mahayanasutras do not merely contain the teachings of the 
Buddhas but also have innumerable magical virtues that assure their adherents spiritual and immediate 
material benefits. These are correctly called ‘protections’ (paritrd), ‘safeguards’ ( raksd), dharanls. By a 
quite natural shift in meaning, the word dhdrani, originally conceived of by the bodisattvas as the 
memorizing of the Buddhas’ teachings, here comes to mean the sacred texts in which they are written 
down and which become, in regard to their wondrous effects, a cult (puja) object. 

Astadasa, I, p. 84 and Pancavimsati, T 223, k. 20, p. 364a, transl. - This profound perfection of Wisdom, O 
Ananda, is the entry into all the phonemes; it is the doorway of all the dharanls in which the bodhisattva- 
mahasattva must exert himself. All the unhindered knowledges, eloquence, etc., appear in the bodhisattva- 
mahasattvas bearing these dharanls. 1 have said, O Ananda, that this Perfection of Wisdom is the 
inexhaustible treasure of the Holy Dharma in the blessed Buddhas, future and past. This is why, O Ananda, 

I declare this to you: He who will take, retain, recite and penetrate this profound Perfection of Wisdom will 
carry the bodhi of the blessed Buddhas, past, present and future. This Perfection of Wisdom, O Ananda, is 
called dharanl by me, and by carrying these dharanls of the Perfection of Wisdom, you will retain all these 
teachings. 

- The miraculous action that produces the bodhi of the Buddhas and brings innumerable benefits in this 
very lifetime ( drstadharmika guna) is characteristic of the Mahayanasutras in general and of the 
Prajnaparamitasutras in particular. It does not reside in the total of the slokas, 8,000, 18,000, 25,000 
100,000, that make up these sutras of lengthy development, but is found complete in each of these slokas 
and, what is more, in each of the phonemes ( aksara) of which they are constituted, for, as we have seen, the 
forty-two phonemes of human language are interpenetrating and it is enough to pronounce one of them to 
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express them all. And just as the Buddha can preach the Dharma in its entirety by means of a single sound 
(cf. p. 1380F, n. 1), so his disciples can reproduce it by a single vocalization and derive all the benefit. 

One of the major characteristics of Tantrism is to have condensed the thaumaturgic power of the sutras into 
short mantras, bringing together understandable words, transparent expressions, more or less justifiable, 
with bizarre incoherent phonemes, hrun, hram, hrum, phat, the ancient sound Om, often written with the 
anunasika, the svdha of the Vedas and the Upanisads. These unintelligilble sounds constitute an important 
element of mantra: in many cases, the by a, the seed, the nucleus of the formula and its thaumaturgical 
power, resides in it. They incarnate the deity, the person who possesses the by a, the hrdaya, the mysterious 
name, possesses the deity. The tantric litutrgy rests on this principle as ancient as the Vedas and the 
abhicara rituals: puja, offering, sadhana, etc. (L. de La Vallee Poussin, Boaddhisme, Etude et Materiaux, 
London, 1898, p. 121). 

For the role of dharanl in the Prajnaparamita literature, we should mention the works of E. Conze: The 
Prajhdpdramitd Literature, 1960, p. 79-90; various articles in Thirty Years of Buddhist Studies, 1967; The 
Short Prajhdpdramitd Texts, 1973. - Tantric definitions of mantra (gsah shags), vidya (rig shags) and of 
dharanl (gzuhs shags) in A. Wayman, The Buddhist Tantras, 1973, p. 64-65). 


[268a] Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 21, 1. 15; Satasahasrika, p. 68, 1. 3-4). - The bodhisattva-mahasattva who 
wishes to acquire the gates of remembrance and the gates of concentration should exert himself in the 
perfection of wisdom (Dhdrammukhasamddhimukhdni pratilabdhukdmena bodhisattvena mahdsattvena 
prajhdpdramitdydm siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

I. GATES OF REMEMBRANCE (DHARANIMUKHA) 


In regard to dharanls, refer (p. 317-32IF) to the Tsan-p’ou-sa (Bodhisattvastutiparivarta). The ‘gates’ 
(mukha) of the dharanls are preparatory practices (prdyogikadharma) to obtaining the dharanls. In a similar 
way, the three ‘concentrations’, samadhis, are called ‘gates of deliverance” ( vimoksamukha )." 15 What are 
these preparatory practices? 

1. Srutadharadharanl ‘dharanl for retaining what one has heard’ 276 


215 The three higher samadhis, sunyatasamadhi, etc., are commonly designated by the name of vimoksamukha : see 
p. 1213F. 

216 See above, p. 318F, 328F; and later, k. 49, p. 415a8; k. 69, p. 540b5-9; k. 74, p. 579cl0-12; k. 85, p. 657al5-19. 
- See also Mahaprajnaparamitasutra, T VII, no. 220, k. 515, p. 634b27-cl. 
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1) Whoever wishes to retain that which he has heard must think of it attentively so as to develop his 
memory ( smrti ). First he should think of an analogous thing (already familiar to him] and to join that to his 
mind so as to discover a thing that he has not yet seen. Thus Tcheou-li-p'an-t'o-kia (Cudapanthaka) paid so 
much attention to cleaning leather shoes that his mind (manas) 2 ' 1 became concentrated and he eliminated 
the stains of his mind (cittamala). 18 In the beginner (ddikarmika), this is the dharanl of retaining what one 
has heard. 

When one is able to retain what one has heard three times, the faculty of the mind is developed and 
sharpened; when one can retain what one has heard twice, it is strengthened; when one can retain what one 
has heard once, it is acquired (prdpta ) and one does not forget anything; that is the first exercise (prayoga) 
of the dharanl of retaining what one has heard. 

2) Sometimes the bodhisattva who has entered into concentration (samadhi) obtains the liberation free of 
forgetfulness ( asampramosavimoksa ) and by its power he retains, without forgetting, all the words 

(vacana ) and sermons (dharmadesana) down to the smallest syllable and the smallest phoneme 
(aksara): 219 that is the second practice. 

3) Sometimes by the power of a magical phrase (mantra), the bodhisattva obtains the dharanl of retaining 
what he has heard. 

4) Finally, sometimes on assuming a rebirth (upapatti) as a result of actions of his previous lifetimes 
(purvajanman ), he retains all that he has heard and does not forget. 

That is what is called the gate of remembrance of retaining what one has heard. 

2. Ghosapravesadharanl 


‘The dharani of entering into the true nature of articulated sounds ,22 ° 

Furthermnore, the bodhisattva, hearing articulated sounds (ghosa), words (vacana), distinguishes their 
beginning and end ( purvaparanta ) and considers their true nature (bhiitalaksana); he knows that these 
words arise and perish from moment to moment. 


A1 Adopting the variant yi. 

218 The bhiksu Cudapanthaka was known for his stupidity. The Buddha gave him two sentences to meditate on: “I 
am removing the dust, I am removing the stain” and sent him to clean the monks’ shoes. While perfonning this 
humble task, Cudapanthaka meditated on the Buddha’s words. He finally understood that removing the dust 
consisted not only of brushing the shoes but also and above all of eliminating the threefold poison of desire, hatred 
and stupidity. His conflicting emotions were immediately cut and he attained arhathood. See references given above, 
p. 1543-1544F. 

219 Cf. the Asahgadharam referred to above, p. 328F. 

220 Cf. p. 319-32IF 
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[Normally], when articulated sounds have just perished, beings recall them ( anusmaranti ) and grasp their 
characteristics ( nimittany udgrhnanti). Thinking of these words that have just perished, they say to 
themselves: “This man has insulted me”, and they feel hatred ( dvesa ). [Mutatis mutandis], if it is a matter 
of praise ( varnana ), it is the same. 

The bodhisattva, however, considers beings (sattvdn samanupasyati ) in such a way that, although they may 
have insulted him for a hundred thousand kalpas, he has no hatred ( dvesa ); they may have praised him for a 
hundred thousand kalpas, he has no joy ( muditd). He knows indeed that articulated sounds ( ghosa ) arise 
and perish like an echo ( pratisrutkd) and, like the sound of a dram (, dundubhisvara ), they are without an 
agent ( kdraka ). Without an agent, they are without stability ( asthitika ) and, being absolutely empty 
(i atyantasunya ), they deceive only the ears of fools (, mudha ). 21 

That is what is called the dharanl of entering into [the true nature] of articulated sounds 
(ghosapravesadhdran f). 

3. Aksarapravesadharanl ‘the dharanl of penetrating the phonemes’ 222 


221 The inexpressibility of language is a favorite theme of the Mahayanasutras: see VimalakTrtinirdesa, tr., p. 148- 
149; Suramgamasamadhi, tr., p. 188-189. 

222 Dharanl based on the Arapacana alphabet of which the forty-two letters are supposed to represent all the 
phonemes of the spoken language. It notes some sounds that are not of Indian origin but belong rightly to Iranian 
languages; it was a matter of a Scythian alphabet introduced into India by the Saka about the time of the Christian 
era (cf. Memorial Sylvain Levi, Ysa , Paris, p. 355-363). 

In the viewpioint of the Prajnaparamita, the forty-two phonemes noted in this alphabet are not yet of 
magical worth; they are simply mnemotechniques ( dhdrammukha ) recalling the essential points of the 
Buddhadharma. They appear in turn at the beginning of a phrase used to define the true nature of dharmas. 

This very simple catechesis is reproduced folly in the various versions of the large Prajnaparamitasutras: 

a. Pancavimsati, ed. Dutt, p. 212-214; T 221, k. 4, p. 26b-27a; T 222, k. 7, p. 195c- 196b; T 223, k. 5, p. 
226a-b; T 220, vol. VII, k. 415, p. 81c-82b. - Passage commented on in the Traite, T 1509, k. 48, p. 408b-409b. 

b. Astasasasaharika, T 220, vol. VII, k. 490, p. 489b-490a. 

c. Satasahasrika, ed. Ghosa, p.1450-1453; T 220, vol. V, k. 53, p. 302b -303a. 

Here are translations of several extracts from the original Sanskrit restored according to the editions of N. 
Dutt and P. Ghosa: Punar aparam Subhute bodhisattvasya mcihasattvasya mahayanam yaduta 
dhdrammukhdni/katamcini dharanaimukhani/aksarasamata bhasyasamata .... tasya vimsatir anusamsah 
prcitikdhksciitavydh .../ 

Transl. - Furthermore, O Subhuti, the Great Vehicle of the bodhisattva-mahasattva is the gates of dharanl. 
What are these gates of dharanl? The similarity of phonemes, the similarity of utterances, the gate of entry into the 
phonemes. What is this gate of entry into the phonemes? The letter A is gate because all dharmas are, from the 
beginning, without birth ( an-utpanna). The letter RA is gate because all dharmas are rid of dust ( ra-jas ). The latter 
PA is gate because all dharmas are signs of the absolute ( pa-ramartha ). The letter CA is gate because all dhrmas are 
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Furthermore, there is a dharani that, by using the forty-two phonemes ( dvacatvarimsad aksara ), includes 
(samgrhnati) all words ( vaccina ) and names ( naman ). 

What are these forty-two phonemes? A, LO, PO, TCHO, NA (A, RA, PA, CA, NA), etc. 

[The first phoneme A condenses the phrase A-t’i-a-neou-po-nai (ady-anutpanna)]. A-t’i, in the language of 
the Ts’in, means ‘beginning’; a-neou-po-nai, in the language of the Ts’in, means ‘unborn’. 3 

As soon as the bodhisattva who is practicing this dharani hears the phoneme A, at once he penetrates that 
fact that ‘all dharmas are unborn from the beginning’ (sarvadharmanam adyanutpannatvam). And so on for 
the other phonemes [LO PO TCHO NA], etc.: to the extent that they hear them, the bodhisattva penetrates 
[even further] into the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas. 

This is called the dharani of penetrating the phonemes ( aksaramukhapravesadharam ). In the Mo-ho-yen 
p ’in (Mahayanaparivarta), these aksaramukhas will be discussed. 224 [268b] 

The bodhisattva who acquires all the concentrations of the three times ( tryadhvasamddhi ) - concentration 
of unhindered brilliance (dnantaryaprabhd), etc., - acquires each of these innumerable incalculable 


free of death ( cya-vana ) and birth. The letter NA is gate because all dharmas are without name ( na-man ). [And so on 
for the other 37 letters of the alphabet]. 

Apart from these [forty-two letters], there is no other usage of phonemes. Why? Because there is no other 
name that can be used thanks to which it could be expressed, designated, characterized, perceived. All dharmas, O 
Subhuti, should be understood to be like space. This is called the entry into the gates of dharani, the entry into the 
phonmes, beginning with the letter A. 

Every bodhisattva-mahOattva who manifests this skill in the phonemes beginning with the letter A will not 
fail in any of his utterances... 

Every bodhisattva-mahasattva who will hear this seal of the phonemes beginning with the latter A and 
having heard it, will study it, retain it, recite it and teach it to others, can attain twenty benefits... 

- In the Avatarnsaka, a young scholar named Visvamitra informs Sudhana that by pronouncing the 
phonemes listed in the Arapacana alphabet, he broke through each of the forty-two gates ( mukha) of the 
Prajnaparamita in turn. See the section of the Gandavyuha, ed. Suzuki, p. 448,1. 21 - 450,1. 21, and the various 
Chinese translations, complete or partial (T 278, k. 57, p. 765b-766a; T 279, k. 76, p. 418a-c; T 293, k. 31, p. 804a- 
805a; T 295, p. 876c-877b; T 1019, p. 707c-709a; T 1020, p. 709b-c. 

- The Mahayanists were not alone in using the alphabet in question. The Dharmaguptakas, a HInayanist 
sect, recited it as well but we do not know what meaning they attributed to it. It was forbidden for the monks to 
pronounce the phonemes at the same time, similar to the brahmanas; the phoneme intoned by the leader of the ritual 
was to be repeated in chorus by the monks. This, at least, seems to be what the sixth payantika of the 
Dharmaguptaka Vinaya says, T 1428, k. 11, p. 638c21-639a28. 

- The Arapacana formula was called on to play an important part in the cabbala of tantric Buddhism. On 
this subject, see HBbBgirin, s.v. Arahcishcina, p. 34; Ceylon Encyclopedia, II, p. 67-70. 

223 This paragraph is evidently a Chinese gloss introduced into the text. 

224 See references on p. 1867F. 
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dharams. Together, they are given the name of pancasatadharammukha, ‘the five hundred means of 
memorizing’and constitute the treasury of the good attributes and qualities of the bodhisattva 
( bodhisattvakusaladharmagunakosa ). 225 

That is what is called the dharammukhas. 


II. GATES OF CONCENTRATION (SAMADHIMUKHA) 


The samadhis ‘concentrations’ are of two kinds: i) samadhi belonging to the sravaka system; ii) samadhi 
belonging to the Mahayana system. 

1. Sravaka concentrations 


The samadhis belonging to the sravaka system are the three samadhis: i) [samadhi of emptiness ( sunyata), 
ii) of signlessness (dnimitta) and Hi) of wishlessness (, apranihita )]. 

There are also three samadhis: i) sunyatasunyatasamadhi, ii) animittanimittasamadhi, iii) 
apranihitapranihitasamadhi. 226 

There are also three other samadhis: i) with examination and analysis ( savitdrkasavicdra ), ii) without 
examination and with analysis only ( avitarkavicdramdtra ), iii) with neither examination nor analysis 
(avi tarka-avicdra ). 227 

There is also the five-membered (pancdiiga) samadhi, 22S the innate samadhi of five knowledges 
(pancajndna ); all are called samadhi. 

Moreover, all the absorptions are sometimes called samdpatti and sometimes samadhi. The four trances are 
sometimes called dhydna, sometimes samdpatti and sometimes samadhi. The other absorptions with the 


225 As far as I [Lamotte] can tell, this is not a matter of a Basket (pitakd) of texts - dharampitaka or 
bodhisattvapitaka - but a group of attributes belonging to the bodhisattvas. In the large Prajnaparamitasutra (T VI, 
no. 220, k. 378, p. 952a26-27; T VII, no. 220, k. 467, p. 364bl4; k. 529, p. 717b25; T VIII, no. 223,k. 24, p. 394c4- 
9), the five hundred dharammukhas are part of a long series of supramundane ( lokottara) attributes belonging only 
to the bodhisattvas and distinguishing them from worldly people. 

226 Cf. p. 1094F, and Kosa, VIII, p. 187-190. 

227 Cf. p. 1487F. 

228 Cf. p. 1028F, n. 1. 
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exception of the four trances are sometimes called samapatti amd sometimes samadhi, but not dhyana. The 
absorptions coming under the ten levels [of the sravaka] 229 are called samadhi. 

Some say that the stage of the desire realm ( kdmadhdtu) possesses samadhis as well. Why? Since in the 
realm of desire there are twenty-two auxiliaries to enlightenment ( bodhipdksika ), we know that this realm 
possesses samadhis. If there were no samadhis there, one would not find these profound and wondrous 
qualities ( guna ) [which are the auxiliaries] there. Moreover, in the Ts’ien-wen ‘Thousand Aporias’, 230 it is a 
question of the four families of saints (aryavamsa ): how many belong to the desire realm 
(,kdmadhatvacara ), how many to the form realm ( riipadhdtvacara ), how many to the formless realm 
(arupyadhatvacara) and how many to no realm ( anavacara )? The answer is that distinctions ( vibhahga ) are 
obvious concerning them: sometimes they belong to the desire realm, sometimes to the form realm, 
sometimes to the formless realm and sometimes to no realm. It is the same for the four foundations of 
mindfulnss ( smrtyupasthana ), the four right efforts ( samyakpradhdna ) and the four foundations of magical 
power (rddhipdda). Consequently, we should know that the desire realm has samadhis. If it were 
[exclusively] distracted mind ( viksiptacitta ), how would the wonderful dharmas just mentioned occur 
there? Therefore the samadhis occur in the eleven levels [of the sravaka]. 2 ' 1 These samadhis are fully 
analyzed in the Abhidharma. 

2. Mahayana concentrations 


[a. Lists of Mahayanist concentrations.] 

The Mahayanist samadhis go from the concentration of the Heroic Progress ( suramgamasamadhi ) up to 
the detached liberated unstained concentration like space (dkdsdsahgavimuktininipalepasasmddhi ), 232 or 
the concentrationof seeing all the Buddhas ( sarvabuddhadarsanasamadhi ), up to the contemplation of 


“ 9 These ten levels are the anagamya, the four dhyanas, the dhyanantara and the four arupyas: cf. p. 1185F. 

230 Seep. 1186F. 

231 The eleven levels of the sravaka are the kdmadhdtu, the four dhyanas, the dhyanantara and the four arupyas. 

232 Classic list of the 108 or 118 bodhisattva samadhis, enumerated and defined in the large Prajiias: 

Pancavimsati, ed. Dutt, p. 142,1. 6-144, 1. 7; T 221, k. 3, p. 16b; T 222, k. 4, p. 172b-173a; T 223, k. 3, p. 
237c-238a; T 220, vol. VII, k. 409, p. 50c-51b. 

Pancavimsati, ed. Dutt, p. 108,1. 11-203,1. 21; T 221, k. 4, p. 23b-24c; T 222, k. 6, p. 190a-193a; T 223, k. 
5, p. 251a-253b; T 220. vol. VII, k. 414, p. 74a-77c. 

Satasahasraika, ed. Ghosa, p. 825,1. 16-835,1. 22; T 220, vol. V, k. 41, p. 220c-230b. 

Satasahasrika, ed. Ghosa, p. 1412,1. 7-1426,1. 14; T 220, vol. V, k. 52, p. 292a-297b. 


Mahavyut., no. 506-623 
233 Mentioned in Astasahasrika, p. 942,1.5. 
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the deliverance of all the Tathagatas ( sarvatathagatavimuktisamanupasyana ), the stretching of the lion’s 
spine ( simhavijrmbhita ) 234 and the innumerable incalculable samadhis of the bodhisattva. 

\b. Examples of bodhisattva concentrations.] 235 

1) There is a samadhi called ‘immense purity’ ( apramdnavisuddhi ): the bodhisattva who acquires this 
samadhi can manifest pure bodies. 

2) There is a samadhi called ‘mark of power’ ( anubhavanimitta ): the bodhisattva who acquires this samadhi 
can eclipse the power of the sun (surya) and the moon ( candra ). 

3) There is a samadhi called ‘burning mountain’ (ddfptagiri ): the bodhisattva who acquires this samadhi 
eclipses the power of Sakra and Brahma. 

4) There is a samadhi called ‘removing the dust’ ( rajoharin ): the bodhisattva who acquires this samadhi 
destroys the three poisons ( visatraya ) of all the great assemblies. [268c] 

5) There is a samadhi called ‘unhindered brilliance’ (anantaryaprabha): the bodhisattva who acquires this 
samadhi can illumine all the buddhafields ( buddhaksetra ). 

6) There is a samadhi called ‘not forgetting any dharma’ ( sarvadharmasampramosa ): the bodhisattva who 
acquires this samadhi remembers the teachings preached by all the Buddhas; moreover, he communicates 
the Buddha’s words to other people. 

7) There is a samadhi called ‘sound like the noise of thunder’ ( meghasvaraghosa) : 236 the bodhisattva who 
acquires this samadhi can fill the buddhafields ( buddhaksetra ) of the ten directions with brahmic sounds 
(brahmasvara). 231 

8) There is a samadhi called ‘rejoicing all beings’ (, sarvasattvasamtosanin ): the bodhisattva who acquires 
this samadhi makes all beings take pleasure in their high aspirations ( adhydsaya ). 

9) There is a samadhi called ‘tirelessly pleasant to see’ (priyadarsa ): when the bodhisattva acquires this 
samadhi, all beings rejoice in seeing him and hearing him, without ever getting tired. 

10) There is a samadhi called ‘inconceivable reward of qualities ( acintyagimacipdka ), fortunate in every 
object’: the bodhisattva who acquires this samadhi realizes all the supraknowledges ( abhijhd). 

11) There is a samadhi called ‘knowledge of all articulated sounds and all languages’ 

( sarvaghosabhasyajnana ): the bodhisattva who acquires this samadhi can produce all articulated sounds 
and speak all languages; in one single phoneme ( aksara ) he produces all the phonemes and in all these 
phonemes he produces only one. 238 


2,4 A samadhi already appearing in the list of the 108 samadhis; it can also mean ’concentration of the lion’s yawn’. 

235 Unidentified list; the retoration of the proposed Sanskrit tenns is purely conjectural. 

236 Cf. Mahavyut. no. 478. 

237 Seep. 279F. 

238 On the single and mutiple sound, see p. 1380F, n. 1. 
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12) There is a samadhi called ‘accumulation of the fruits of retribution of all meritorious actions’ 
(sarvapunyakarmanam 239 vipdkaphalasamuccayah): when he acquires this samadhi, the bodhisattva, 
although remaining silent ( tusmbhuta ), penetrates into the trances ( dhyana ) and absorptions ( samdpatti) 
and makes all beings hear the Buddhadharma, hear the sounds of the sravakas, the pratyekabuddhas and the 
six paramitas, whereas he himself utters not a single word. 

13) There is a samadhi called ‘surpassing the king of all the dharanls’ (, sarvadhdramrdjdtikakrdnta ): the 
bodhisattva who acquires this samadhi penetrates innumerable infinite dharanls. 

14) There is a samadhi called ‘universal eloquence’ ( samantapratibhana ): the bodhisattva who acquires 
this samadhi is happy to utter all the phonemes ( aksara ), all the articulated sounds ( ghosa ), as well as the 
languages ( bhdsya ), the deeds ( avaddna) and the stories of events ( niddna ). 

There are innumerable powerful samadhis of this kind. 

[c. Concentrations and ‘gates’ of concentration.] 

Question. - Are these samadhis the samadhimukhas? 

Answer. - Yes. These samadhis are the samadhimukhas. 

Question. - If that is so, why not simply say samadhi, without adding mukhal 

Answer. - The samadhis of the Buddhas are numberless, incalculable and infinite like space (dkdsa). 
Therefore how could the bodhisattva acquire them in full? Knowing this, the bodhisattva falls back and 
becomes discouraged. This is why the Buddha here speaks about the ‘gates’ ( mukha ) of samadhi. By 
passing through one single gate, one captures innumerable samadhis, just as when one pulls on the corner 
of a robe the whole robe is pulled off, or when one captures the queen bee (bhrhgddhipa) all the other bees 
are taken as well. 

Furthermore, as uninterrupted series ( paramparya ), the samadhis are gates. Thus, by maintaining pure 
morality (silavisuddhi), by being mindful ( smrtimat ) and energetic ( vvryavat ), by diligently reflecting from 
the first to the last watch (ydma ), by abandoning the five objects of enjoyment ( pahcakamaguna ), by 
concentrating the mind one-pointedly, in brief, by using all these practices (prayoga ), one acquires these 
samadhis: these are what is called the gates of samadhi. [269a] 

Furthermore, the samadhis belonging to the desire realm ( kdmadhdtvavacara ) are the gate of samadhi of 
the anagamya ‘vestibule of the first dhyana’, the samadhis of the anagamya are the gate of the first dhyana, 
the samadhis of the first dhyana and the second samantaka are the gate of the samadhis of the second 
dhyana, and so on up to the samadhis of the sphere of neither-awareneness-nor-nonawareness 
(naivasamjndndsamjnndyatana). 240 

The samadhis of the heats ( usmagata ) are the gate of the samadhis of the summits ( murdhan ), the summits 
are the gate of the samadhis of the acquiescences (ksdnti). the acquiescences are the gate of the samadhis of 


239 Adopting the variant fou-to-ye. 

240 For details, see p. 1027-1034F. 
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the supreme worldly dharmas ( laukikagradharma ), 241 the supreme worldly dharmas are the gate of the 
samadhi of the duhkhe dharmajndnaksdnti, 242 and the duhkhe dharmajnanaksanti is the gate of the 
samadhis leading finally to the diamond-like concentration ( vajropamasamddhi ). 243 

In brief (samksepena), all the samadhis have three characteristics: they are characterized by i) an entrance 
( pravesa ), it) a duration ( sthiti ) and iii) an exit (y yutthana). The entry and the exit are the gates ( mukha ); the 
duration is the body of the samadhi. 

In the sravaka system, these things are the gates of concentration ( samddhimukha ). As for the gates of 
concetration in the Mahayana system, see (p. 1043-1057F) the explanations relative to dhyanaparamita 
where the concentrations are fully analyzed and described. 

[d. The perfections are also gates of concetration.] 

1) The perfection of morality ( silaparamita ) is a gate of concentration. Why? Three elements make up the 
Buddhist path ( marga ): the morality element ( sflaskandha ), the concentration element ( samadhiskandha ) 
and the wisdom element ( prajhdskandha). 244 The element of pure morality ( visuddhasilaskandha ) is the 
gate of the concentration element ( samadhiskandha ) and produces samadhi. The concentration element 
produces the wisdom element. These three elements destroy the conflicting emotions ( klesa ) and give 
nirvana. 

This is why the perfection of morality ( silaparamita) and wisdom (prajnd) are called gates close to 
( samnikrstamukha ) samadhi. 

2) The other three perfections, while being gates, are called distant gates (viprakrstamukha) of samadhi. 

Thus, as a result of generosity ( ddna ), one gains merit ( punya ); as a result of merit, vows ( pranidhana ) are 
realized; as a result of vows, the mind becomes gentle ( mrduka ); by thoughts of loving-kindness and 
compassion, one fears wrong-doing (dpatti) and one thinks of other beings. 

Having determined that the world is empty ( sunya ) and impermanent (anitya), one concentrates one’s mind 
and practices patience ( ksdnti ). Thus patience also is a gate of samadhi. 

Exertion ( virya ) in the face of the five objects of enjoyment ( pancakamaguna ) controls the mind, removes 
the five obstacles (mvarana), 45 concentrates the mind and prevents distractions ( viksepa ). When the mind 
wanders off, exertion brings it back and prevents it from scattering. It also is a gate of samadhi. 

[c. The bodhisattva levels are also gates of concentration.] 


241 These are the four nirvedhabhagiyas of the prayogamarga. 

242 The first moment of the darsanamarga. 

' 43 Before the first moment of the bhavanamarga. 

244 Cf. p. 1183-1184F. 

245 Cf. p. 1013-1020F. 
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Finally, the first bhumi [of the bodhisattva is the gate of concentration of the second bhumi, and so on up to 
the ninth bhumi which is the gate of concentration of the tenth. The tenth bhiimi is the gate of the 
innumerable samadhis of the Buddha. This is how the bhumis are samadhimukhas. 


III. DIFFERENCES BETWEEN DHARANIMUKHA AND SAMADHIMUKHA 


Question. - The dharanimukhas ‘gates of remembrance’ and the samadhimukhas ‘gates of concentration’ 
are either identical or different. If they are identical, why repeat them? If they are different, what is the 
difference? 

Answer. - Above, I spoke of the differences between samadhimukha and dharanlmukha, but I must repeat 
myself here. The samadhis are associated with the mind only (cittasamprayuktadharma), whereas the 
dharanls are sometimes associated with (samprayukta) and sometimes dissociated from ( viprayukta ) the 
mind. 

Question. - How do you know that the dharanls can be dissociated from the mind? 

Answer. - If a person who has the dharanl of retaining what one has heard ( srutadharadharanT) conceives 
wickedness (y ydpdda), the dharanl does not leave him: it always follows this person like the shadow 
(i chdyd) follws the body. [269b] The practice of samadhi ( samddhibhdvand), by being prolonged, ends up 
by realizing a dharanl. Just as a person who has cultivated pleasures ( kdma ) for a long time ends up by 
entering into their nature ( svabhdva ), so the samadhis joined with the wisdom of the true nature of dharmas 
(.bhutalaksana ) gives rise to the dharanls. 

On the condition that it is baked in the fire, a vessel of unbaked clay ( mrdghata ) can contain water without 
letting it leak out and can even help a man cross a river. The samadhi lacking wisdom is like the unbaked 
vessel, but if it obtains the wisdom of the true nature, it is like the baked clay vessel: it can contain the 
numberless qualities ( guna ), past and present, of the bodhisattva; thanks to that, the bodhisattva can effect 
the crossing and arrive at buddhahood. 

Such are the many differences between samadhi and dharanl. 

IV. SILENCE OF THE SRAVAKAS ON THE DHARANIS 


Question. - There is no mention of dharanis in the sravaka system. Why is it that only the Mahayana speaks 
of them? 

Answer. - Do not ask why a small thing is not contained in a big thing; rather, ask why a big thing does not 
contain small things. We do not wonder why a humble house contains neither gold nor silver! 
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Furthermore, the sravakas do not try hard to accumulate qualities ( guna); they only try, by means of 
wisdom ( prajna) to try to free themselves from old age {jam ), sickness {vyddhi) and death {marana). This 
is why the sravakas do not use dharanls to maintain the qualities. They are like a thirsty man who is content 
with a little water in his two hands and has no need of a pitcher ( bhdjana ) to hold water. But if one must 
provide water for a large crowd of people, ajar is needed to hold the water. In the interest of beings, the 
bodhisattva must have the dharanls to maintain the qualities. 

Furthermore, in the sravaka system, it is above all a matter of the [three] characteristics ( laksana ) of 
conditioned dharmas: i) production {utpdda), ii) disappearance (y yaya) and Hi) impermanence {unityatd). 246 
Their scholars {upadesdcdiya) say: “Dharmas are impermanent {anitya) and since they are impermanent, 
there is no need of dharanls. Why? Because things of impermanent nature are not to be retained {na 
dhdrayitavya). Only the cause and conditions {hetupratyayd) that constitute past actions {atftakannan) do 
not perish; similarly also the fruits of retribution in the future {andgatavipdkaphala) which, although not 
yet born, are conditioned by past actions.” 247 

According to the Mahayana system, the characteristics of production and disappearance 
{utpddavyayalaksana) are not real, neither are the characteristics of non-production and non-disappearance; 
the complete removal of views {vipasyand) and characteristics {laksana), that is what is real. If therefore 
the bodhisattva remembers {dhdrayati) past dharmas, that is not a mistake {dosa). In order to retain good 
dharmas, good faculties {kusalendriya) and other good qualities {guna) of the past, the dharanls are 
necessary. The dharanls always follow the bodhisattva from lifetime to lifetime. This is not the case for the 
samadhis: sometimes they disappear at the changing of the lifetime. 

Such are the many distinctions to be made in regard to the dharanls and the samadhis. This is why the 
Prajnaparamitasutra says here: “The bodhisattva who wishes to acquire the dharanlmukhas and the 
samadhimukhas must practice the perfection of wisdom.” 


246 Cf. p. 36F, n. 3; 1163F, n. 1. 

247 The scholars who express themselves in this way are not the Sarvastivadins but the Vibhajyavadins. See 
Kosabhasya, p. 296: “Those who affirm the existence of everything, past, future and present, are Sarvastivadins. On 
the other hand, those who are the Vibhajyavadins make distinctions and say: ‘The present and the past action that 
has not yet given its fruit exist; the past that has already produced its fruit and the future do not exist.’ “ 
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CHAPTER XLIV SYMPATHETIC JOY AND TRANSFER OF 

MERIT 


By means of a simple mind of sympathetic joy in regard to the qualities of another, the bodhisattva gains 
merit ( punyakriydvastu ) infinitely superior to the merit of all other beings, for he applies this merit to 
supreme complete enlightenment. Taking delight in the qualities of another ( anumodand, souei-hi, rjes su 
yi ran bu ) and applying the merit to anuttara samyaksambodhi ( parinamana, houei-hiang, yohs su bsho ba) 
place the bodhisattva in the first rank of the Buddha’s disciples. 

Chapter VI of the Astasahasrika entitled Anumodanaparinamana (p. 325F) begins as follows: Yac ca khalu 
punah diya Subhute bodhisattvasya mahasattvasyanumodandparindmanasahagatam punyakriydvastu yac 
ca sarvasattvanam ddnamayam punyakriydvastu silamayam punyakriydvastu bhavanamayam 
punyakriydvaste idam eva tato bodhisattvasya mahasattvasydnumodandparindmanasahagatam 
punyakriydvaste agram dkhydyate. 

Free translation. - There is in the bodhisattva-mahasattva, O noble Subhuti, a merit accompanied by 
sympathetic joy and transfer, and in all beings there are merits consisting of generosity, morality and 
meditation (cf. Kosa, IV, p. 231) respectively. The first is placed ahead of the following ones. 


In the following pages, the Traite will explain how, by a simple thought of sympathetic joy, the bodhisattva 
surpasses the highest and most meritorious qualities of the sravakas and pratykebuddhas, namely: 

1. the generosity manifesting by way of material gifts (dmisaddna). 

2. the five pure elements ( andsravaskandha ) turned directly toward detachment from the world, nirvana, 
characterizing the arhat ‘delivered by means of wisdom’ ( prajndvimukta ). These five elements are: sila, 
samddhi, prajnd, vimukti and vimuktijnanadarsana. 

3. the very profound concentrations (distinct from samadhi included here among the five pure elements), 
not directly turned toward nirvana and characterizing the ‘doubly delivered’ arhat 

( ubhayatobhagavimukta). 

The first two points will be dealt with in section I of the present chapter; the third, in section II. 

It should be noted that anumodana is taken here in the strict sense of sympathetic joy toward the qualities of 
another, as in the Bodhicaryavatara, III, v. 1-3. There are, however, other anumodanas, e.g., on a given 
exposition of the Dharma (dharmaparydya): cf. Saddharmapund. p. 349,1. 6, and they too are very 
meritorious. 

Along with confession of sins {pdpadesana ), anumodana and parinamana make up an integral part of the 
Mahayanist ceremonialism (Bodhisattvaparimoksasutra, IHQ, VII,1931, p. 272-273; Upalipariprccha, 
transl. P. Python, Paris, 1973, p. 102-103; Siksasamuccaya, p. 170). They appear in the spiritual practice of 
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the Triskandhas which the bodhisattva performs three times each day and three times each night (Traite, 
above, p. 415F, n. 1; 421F; Bodhicaryavatara, V, v. 98; Panjika, p. 152,1. 11-13; Siksasamuccaya, p. 171,1. 
5-6; 290,1. 1-3). Finally, they are classified among the seven higher forms of worship: saptadhanuttarapuja 
(Dharmasamgraha, § 14). 


First Section SURPASSING THE HIGH QUALITIES OF THE 
SRAVAKAS 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 21.1. 17-20; Satasahasrika, p. 68,1. 4-69,1. 8). - The bodhisattva-mahasattva 
who, by a thought of sympathetic joy, wishes to surpass the generosity of all the sravakas and 
pratyekabuddhas, must practice the perfection of wisdom. The bodhisattva-mahasattva who, by a thought 
of [269c] sympathetic joy, wishes to surpass the morality of the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas must 
practice the perfection of wisdom. 248 The bodhisattva-mahasattva who, by a thought of sympathetic joy, 
wishes to surpass the concentration, wisdom, deliverance, knowledge and vision of deliverance of the 
sravakas and pratyekabuddhas must practice the perfection of wisdom (Sarvasrdvakapratyekabuddhdnam 
ddnam anumodandcittendbhibhavitukdmena bodhisattvena mahOattvenaprajndpdramitatdyam 
siksitavyam. sarvasrdvakapratyekabuddhdnam silam anumodanacittenabhibhavitukdmena bodhisattvena 
mahdsattvena prajndpdramitdydm siksitavyam. sarvasrdvakapratyekabuddhdnam 
samddhiprajndvimuktivimukti-jndnadarsanam anumodhandcittendbhibhavitukdmena bodhisattvena 
mahdsattvena prajndpdramitdydm siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

I. DEFINITION OF SYMPATHETIC JOY 


For the mind of sympathetic joy ( anumodanacitta ), see the Souei-hip ’in (Anumodanaparivarta). 249 

Flere is an example of sympathetic joy. Someone is practicing the qualities [in question, viz., generosity, 
morality, etc.]; a spectator rejoices in it ( anumodate ) and congratulates him, saying: “That is good; in this 
impermanent world (unityalokadhdtu) enveloped in the shadows of ignorance ( avidydndhakdra ), you are 
strengthening the great mind [of bodhi] and you are planting this merit (punya).” 


i4S In the TaishB edition, this phrase is repeated. 

249 Chapter XXXIX of the Pancavimsati, T 223, k. 11, p. 197b-302a. It is entitled Souei-hi p’in 
(Anumodanaparivarta) or Souei-hi-houei-hiangp 'in (Anumodanaparinamanaparivarta). Cf. Chapter VI of the 
Astasahasrika. 
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Imagine there is a seller (vikretr) and a purchaser ( kretr) of all sorts of wonderful perfumes ( gandha ); a 
third person comes near and stands to one side. He also breathes the perfumed air; the perfume, 
nevertheless, does not diminish at all and the two people doing business lose nothing. 

Imagine also a donor ( ddyaka ) and a beneficiary ( pratigrahaka ); a third person, standing beside them, is 
joyful in the good action. He rejoices with them, but the other two lose nothing. 

Such is the characteristic of sympathetic joy (anumodana). 

Thus, just by a mind of sympathetic joy, the bodhisattva surpasses the practitioners of the two Vehicles. 
What more could be said (kah punarvadah) if he himself practices [the qualities in which he is rejoicing]? 


II. SUPERIORITY OF SYPATHETIC JOY OVER GOOD ACTION 


Question. - How can the bodhisattva, by means of a mind of sympathetic joy, surpass the sravakas and 
pratyekabuddhas who, themselves, give in kind (amisafl 

Answer. - While the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas are making such gifts, the bodhisattva who is standing 
by, notices them. He thinks about it carefully, is pleased thereby and congratulates the authors. Taking the 
merit ( punya ) resulting from this sympathetic joy ( anumodana), he applies it ( parinamayati ) to supreme 
and perfect enlightenment ( anuttarasamyaksambodhi ) to save all beings. Thus he gains immense Buddha 
attributes. By means of the twofold merit [of sympathetic joy ( anumodana) and the application of merit 
( punyaparindmand )], he surpasses the generosity carried out by the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas. 

Furthermore, by means of his knowledge of the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas and his sympathetic 
joy, the bodhisattva surpasses the generosity of the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas. 

Moreover, by means of his thought of sympathetic joy, the bodhisattva gains a merit (punya ) the fruit of 
retribution ( vipdkaphala ) of which he applies to veneration ( satkartum ) of the Buddhas of the three times 
and the ten directions. Thus he surpasses the generosity of the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas. This is like a 
man who, having made a small offering to the king, derives a great reward from it. Or it is like a man who, 
by blowing gently into a conch (sankha), produces a very powerful sound. 

Finally, by the quality ( gima ) of his sympathetic joy, the bodhisattva brings together numberless other 
qualities that, until the end of things ( dharmaksaya ), will not disappear (aksaya). In the same way, if one 
pours a little bit of water into the ocean (mahasamudra), it will not disappear until the end of the kalpa. 250 

[What has been said here about generosity] is also true [for the other qualities of the sravaka, viz., morality 
(sfla), concentrations ( samddhi ), wisdom (prajnd), deliverance ( vimukti ), knowledge and vision of 
deliverance ( vimuktijndnadarsana ): [By means of a single thought of sympathetic joy, the bodhisattva 
surpasses all these qualities]. 

250 At the end of the kalpa of disappearance ( samvartakalpa ) involving the disappearance of beings 
(sattvasamvartani) and the disappearance of the receptacles ( bhajanasamvartam ): cf. Kosa, III, p. 184, n. 4. 
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III. SUPERIORITY OF THE BODHISATTVA OVER THE OTHER DISCIPLES 


After the Buddhas come the bodhisattvas, and after the bodhisattvas come the sravakas and 
pratyekabuddhas. However, here [the Prajnaparamitasutra] speaks of the “bodhisattva who wishes to 
surpass the [270a] generosity, etc., of the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas.” What is there to be astonished at 
[in the fact that the bodhisattva surpasses the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas who are hierarchically lower 
than he is]? 

Answer. - It is not a matter here of comparing the merits ( punya ) of the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas - 
generosity ( dana ), morality (silo), etc. - with the qualities of the bodhisattva. The bodhisattva surpasses 
them only by means of a mind of sympathetic joy ( anumodhandcitta ); what more could be said (kah 
punarvadah) when he himself is practicing the qualities [that he is admiring in others]? 

The sravaka and pratyekabuddha adepts are diligent and struggle to practice the qualities; the bodhisattva, 
on the other hand, is silent, but by his sympathetic joy (anumodana) and the strength of his wisdom 
(prajnabala ), his merits surpass those of the former. He is like a foreman ( silpin ) who uses only his 
knowledge and goes away after having given instructions, whereas the unskilled workman wearies himself 
using the axe ( kuthara ); at the end of the day, when the work is examined and the wages are paid, the 
foreman gets three times as much as the workman. In the same way also, in wartime, the soldiers risk death 
but it is the general ( senani) who wins the victory. 

Question. - Since the mind of sympathetic joy surpasses generosity (dana) and morality (sila), why do you 
speak only of the superiority of the bodhisattva’s mind of [without mentioning others’ sympathetic joy]? 

Answer. - Worldly people in whom the afflictive emotions (klesa) cover over the mind and who have not 
eliminated egotism (, ahamkara ) are attached to the happiness of this world (, laukikasukha ); how then would 
they surpass the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas? 

In the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas, the strong (tiksna) surpass the weak (mrdu), but all remain at the 
sravaka stage (sravakabhumi). This is why, [for them] there is no question [of the mind of sympathetic 

joy]. 251 

Question. -The qualities ( guna ) and attributes (dharma) of the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas are very 
numerous. Why does the Prajnaparamita mention only six here, [generosity, morality, etc.]? 


251 Usually worldly people and sravakas do not take delight in the qualities of others, the fonner because they are 
exclusively preoccupied with the happiness of this world, the latter because they seek their own personal salvation 
without being concerned about others. The sravakas excel in the degree of their spiritual faculties (indriya), weak 
among some, strong among others, but they all remain at the stage of sravaka, caring little about the qualities of 
others. 
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Among the sravakas and pratyekabuddjas, the strong ( tiksna ) surpass the weak ( mrdu ), but all are at the 
stage of sravaka ( sravakabhumi ). This is why there is no question [in them] of the thought of sympathetic 

252 

joy- 

Answer. - All the attributes of the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas are contained ( samgrhita ) within those 
six. 

1. To speak of generosity ( ddna) already presupposes the qualities ( guna ) faith ( sraddhd), erudition ( sruta ), 
etc. Why? Because it is necessary to have heard in order to believe and it is necessary to have believed in 
order to give. This generosity is of two types: material generosity (dmisaddna) and generosity of the 
Dharma ( dharmaddna ). 

2. Morality (si la) contains three kinds of morality: morality of discipline ( samvarasila ), morality of 
meditation (dhydnasfla) and pure morality (andsravasila). 

3. Concentration contains the concentrations of meditation ( dhydna ), absorption ( samdpatti ) and liberation 
( yimoksa ). 

4. Wisdom ( prajna) contains the wisdom resulting from hearing ( srutamayi ), the wisdom resulting from 
reflecting ( cintdmayi) and the wisdom resulting from meditation ( bhdvandmayt). 

5. Deliverance (vimukti) contains two kinds of deliverance: impure ( sdsrava) and pure ( andsrava ). 

6. The knowledge and the vision of deliverance ( vimuktijndnadarsana ) contains the knowledge of the 
destruction of the impurities ( ksayajndna ). When one knows that the impurities are destroyed, one attains 
deliverance ( vimukti ) with respect to the threefold world and one knows and sees this clearly. 1 have 
already spoken about the auxiliaries of enlightenment (bodhipdksika dharma ) and the dharmas of the noble 
Path (dryamarga). 

Finally, as for the qualities of the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas not turned toward nirvana, the sutra does 
not say here that [the bodhisattva] surpasses them because these qualities are too slim (tana). 

Question. - ‘Surpassing’ ( abhibhavitum ) means to take away by force. But here the bodhisattva is not 
struggling against the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas. Why is it said that he ‘surpasses’ them? 

Answer. - He surpasses them only in the sense that, by means of his wisdom (prajna), his skillful means 
(updya) and the strength of his mind ( cittabala ), he obtains an increase of merit (punyabdhulya ) on a given 
point. Thus, in respect to a given flower (puspa ), a person grasps only the color and the fragrance (gandha) 
whereas the bee (ali) grasps the juice (rasa) and makes honey (madhu) out of it. In the same way also, in 
order to draw water (vdri), if the vessel (bhdjana) is big, one gets a lot; if it is small, one gets only a little. 
By means of these comparisons (updma), we can know that, by means of a mind of sympathetic joy 
(anumodandcitta) associated with profound and keen wisdom (gambhiratvvraprajnd), the bodhisattva 

252 Usually, worldly people and sravakas do not take delight in the qualities of others, the fonner because they are 
preoccupied with worldly enjoyments exclusively, the latter because they seek their own personal salvation without 
caring for others. The sravakas excel by the degree of their spiritual faculties (indriya), weak in some, strong in 
others, but they all remain at the sravaka stage, caring little about the qualities of others. 
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surpasses ( abhibhavati ) all the qualities ( guna ), generosity {dana), etc., of the sravakas and 
pratyekabuddhas. 

[The bodhisattvas surpass them] in six things (, dharma ). For the first, [270a] generosity ( dana ), see my 
explanations on the perfection of generosity (chapter XX, [p. 692-769F) where I defined this attribute of 
the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas. [For the second], morality (sfla), see the chapter explaining the 
perfection of morality (Chapter XXIII, p. 853-864F) where I defined this attribute of the sravakas and 
pratyekabuddhas. [For the other four], concentrations ( samadhi ), wisdom ( prajna), deliverance ( vimukti ), 
the knowledge and vision of deliverance ( vimuktijndnadarsana ), see my explanations on the recollection of 
the Buddha (chapter XXXVI, p. 1349-1359F) where I defined these attributes of the sravakas and 
pratyekabuddhas. 


Second Section SURPASSING THE HIGH CONCENTRATIONS OF 
THE SRAVAKAS 


Sutra (cf. Satasahasrika, p. 69,1. 6-8). - The bodhisattva-mahasattva who wishes, by means of a mind of 
sympathetic joy, to surpass the meditations, absorptions and concentrations of liberation of all the sravakas 
and pratyekabuddhas, must practice the perfection of wisdom {Sarvasravakapratyekabuddhanam 
dhydnasamdpattivimoksasamddhm anumodandcittendbhibhavitukdmena bodhisattvena 
mahdsattvenaprajndpdramitaAdm siksitavyam). 


Sastra. — 

Surpassing the high concentrations of the sravakas 


Sutra (cf. Satasahasrika, p. 69,1. 6-8). - The bodhisattva-mahasattva who wishes to surpass the trances, 
absorptions and concentrations of liberation of all the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas by means of a mind of 
sympathetic joy, must practice the perfection of wisdom {Sarvasravakapratyekabuddhanam 
dhydnasamdpattivimoksasamddhm anumodandcittendbhibhavitukdmena bodhisattvena mahdsattvena 
prajndpdramitdydm siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

I. HIGHER CONCENTRATIONS 


1. By meditations {dhyana) and absorptions {samapatti), we mean the four trances and the nine successive 
absorptions {anupurvaammapatti). 
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2. By concentrations of liberation ( vimoksasamadhi ), we mean the eight liberations ( vimoksa ), the three 
gates of deliverance ( vimoksamukha ), the deliverance by means of wisdom ( prajnavimukti ), the twofold 
deliverance ( ubhayatobhdgavimukti ), the occasional deliverance ( samayavimukti ), the non-occasional 
deliverance ( asamayavimukti ), the conditioned deliverance ( samskrtavimukti ), the unconditioned 
deliverance ( asamskrtasamadhi ), etc., the concentration with examination and with analysis ( savitarkah 
savicarah samadhi), the concentration without examination but with analysis only ( avitarko vicaramatrah 
samadhi ), the concentration without either examination or analysis ( avitarko ‘vicarah samadhi ), the 
concentration of emptiness (sunyatasamadhi), the concentration of signlessness (animittasamadhi), the 
concentration of wishlessness ( apranihitasamddhi ) and other concentrations of the same kind. 


II. CONCENTRATION OF THE DOUBLY LIBERATED SAINT 


Question. - Of the six meditations ( dhyana ), the absorptions ( samapatti ) and concentrations of liberation 
(vimoksasamadhi) have already been represented. Why speak of them again? 

Answer. - There are two types of samadhi i) those that are the prerogative ( bhdga ) of the saint delivered 
by means of wisdom ( prajhavumukta ); ii) those that are the prerogative of the doubly delivered saint 
(; ubhayatobhagavimukta ). 

The preceding section dealt with the prerogative of the prajndvimukta and, since the latter does not 
penetrate into the trances (dhyana) and the absorptions, it spoke only of the concentration belonging to the 
anagamya, ‘the absorption preliminary to the first dhyana’. But here we are talking about the prerogative of 
the ubhayatobhagavimukta who has the dhydnas, samdpattis and vimoksasamddhis all together. 253 


253 By the mind of sympathetic joy, the bodhisattva surpasses not only the generosity and the five anasravaskandhas 
present in all the arhats but also the eight vimoksas present in the doubly delivered arhat. 

The prajndvimukta and the ubhayatobhagavimukta are included among the seven or ten types of persons 
worthy of veneration and offerings (DIgha, III, p. 105, 253-254; Anguttara, IV, p. 10; V, p. 23). Both are arhats, 
asaiksas, having destroyed their impurities ( ksindsrava ), but the latter has in addition the eight profound liberations 
of vimoksas (cf. p. 1282). Majjhima, I, p. 477 defines them as follows: Katamo ca bhikkhave puggalo 
ubhatobhagavimutto: Idha bhikkhave ekacco puggalo ye te santa vimokha atikkamma rupe aruppd te kayena 
phassitva viharati, pahnaya c ’assa disva asava parikkhmd honti. Ayam vuccati bhikkhave puggalo 
ubhatobhagavimutto. - Katamo ca bhikkhave puggalo pannavimutto. Idha bhikkhave ekacco puggalo ye te santa 
vimokha atikamma rupe aruppd te na kayena phassitva viharati, pahnaya c 'assa disva asava parikkhmd honti. 

Ayam vuccati bhikkhave puggalo pannavimutto. 

Transl. - O monks, what is a person doubly delivered? There is, O monks, a certain person who, having 
physically touched the peaceful liberations of the formless realm transcending fonn, remains there, and whose 
impurities are completely destroyed, for that person has seen by means of wisdom. That person, O monk, is called 
one who is doubly delivered. - O monks, what is a person liberated by means of wisdom? There is, O monks, a 
certain person who, without having physically touched the peaceful liberations [of the formless] realm transcending 
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Sometimes it is a question of a short explanation ( samksepenokti ); here it is a question of a developed 
explanation ( visatarenokti ). 

Sometimes just the name ( ndman ) samadhi is mentioned; here the meaning ( artha ) of it is explained. 

Furthermore, earlier it was a question of ‘mastering the samadhis [of the sravaka and pratyekabuddha] ’ and, 
according to some, this would be one or two samadhis only and not the profound samadhis 
(gambhirasamadhi ). Here we are speaking of the group of the very profound samadhis, viz., the dhyana, 
samdpatti and vimoksasamadhi. 

Furthermore, the dhyanas, samapattis and vimoksasamadhis are of two types: i) those that are acquired by 
means of detachment ( vairdgyaldbhika ); ii) those that are acquired by means of effort ( prdyogika ). Those 
that are acquired by means of detachment have been treated previously; those that are acquired by effort are 
treated here. 254 

Finally, the dhyanas, samapattis and vimoksasamadhis are very difficult to obtain ( sudurlabha ): it is 
necessary to seek them energetically and diligently in [270c] order to obtain them. Only by a mind of 
sympathetic joy ( anumodndcitta ) will the bodhisattva succeed in surpassing them, but he does not yet 
possess these qualities. This is why we speak about them again here. 


fonn, remains there and whose impurities have been completely destroyed, for that person has seen by means of 
wisdom. That person, O monks, is called a person delivered by means of wisdom. 

On this passage, see the explanation of Horner, The Middle Length Sayings, II, p. 151 -152, n. 

The santa vimokkha druppd are the four samapattis of the Arupyadhatu and the nirodhasamapatti, situated 
above the four dhyanas of the Rupadhatu. 

Kdyena phassaitvd = kdyena saksdtkrtvd of the canonical sutras (cf. p. 1282F) where the expression 
appears only in the definition of the third and eighth vimoksa. On leaving the samapatti, the saint immediately 
perceives the ‘bodily’ calm acquired during this samapatti (see Kosa, VI, p. 224). 

- Kosabhasya, p. 381,1. 3-4: Yo nirodhasamdpattildbhisa ubhayatobhagavimuktah / 
prajhasamadhibalabhyam klesavimoksdvaranavimuktatvdt / itarah prajnavimuktah /prajnabalena kevalam 
klesavaranavimuktatvdt / - Transl. - He who possesses the destruction and the absorption is ‘doubly delivered’, for 
he is delivered from the obstacle [consisting of] the passions ( klesavarana ) and from the obstacle [opposing the 
production of the eight] liberations ( vimoksdvarana ) by means of the two powers of wisdom and concentration. The 
other is ‘delivered by means of wisdom’ for, by the power of wisdom, he is liberated only from the obstacle 
[consisting of] the passions’. 

- Abhidhannasamuccaya, ed. P. Pradhan, p. 88,1. 17-18 (transl. W. Rahula, p. 151): Prajnavimuktah 
katamah / ksinasravo no tv astavimoksadhyayiyah pudgalah // Ubhayatobhagavimuktah katamah / ksmasravo 
‘stavimoksadhyayiyah pudgalah / 

^ With the exception of the Buddha, the other aryas attain these high qualities only by effort (prayoga ) and not by 
detachment ( vairdgya ), since they all do not have them. Only the Buddha obtains them by detachment, for the 
Buddha obtains all the qualities at once from the beginning, at the moment of ksayajhana , by means of detachment: 
cf. Kosa, VII, p. 97. 
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Question. - But the concentrations ( samadhi ), wisdom {prajna), deliverance {vimukti), knowledge and 
vision of deliverance ( vimultijndnadarsana ) that you spoke of previously, they too are difficult to obtain. 
Why then do you say that these you are speaking of now are difficult to obtain? 

Answer. -1 have already said that the preceding ones - [concentration, wisdom, deliverance, knowledge 
and the vision of knowledge] - were the prerogative of the saint delivered by wisdom ( prajnavimukta ) and 
did not add up to the profound meaning (gambhirartha) of samadhi. On the other hand, the doubly 
delivered arhat ( ubhayatobhdgavimukta) possessing the threefold knowledge ( vidydtraya ) - [who holds 
dhydna, samdpatti and vimoksasamadhi ] - is rare and that is why it is necessary to speak of him again. 

Furthermore, the concentrations {samadhi), wisdom {prajna) deliverance {vimukti), knowledge and vision 
of deliverance {vimuktijndnadarsana) - [of which the previous section spoke] - although they are hard to 
attain, are not widely extensive, for they aim directly at nirvana. On the other hand, [the dhydnas, 
samdpattis and vimoksasamadhis ] of the present passage concern the arhat who wants to obtain the bliss 
{sukha) of the dhyanas and samapattis during the present lifetime {drsta eva dharme), i.e., the absorption of 
cessation {nirodhasamdpatti), the dhyana attaining the summit {prdntakotika ), the knowledge resulting 
from vows (pranidhijndna), the concentration that prevents the arising of another’s passions 
{aranasamadhi), etc. 255 These do not lead directly to nirvana; this is why it is necessary to return to them at 
length. 

How do we know that [the samadhi] of the previous section leads directly to nirvana? In that passage, the 
author mentioned in turn deliverance {vimukti), the knowledge and the vision of deliverance 
{vimuktijndnadarsana)', therefore we know that that samadhi leads exclusively and directly to nirvana. 


III. WISDOM, INSEPARABLE FROM CONCENTRATION 


Question. - Given that the dhyanas, samapattis and vimoksasamadhis are hard to obtain {durlabha), they 
are spoken of again here. But of all the dharmas, wisdom {prajna) is the most difficult and most subtle. 
Then why does [the Prajnaparamitasutra] not return to it at all? 

Answer. - It spoke of it above (p. 1839F) by saying: “The bodhisattva-mahasattva who wishes to control 
the knowledge of all the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas must practice the perfection of wisdom.” Up until 
now it has not spoken of the [higher] dhyanas and samapattis; this is why it stresses it here. 

Dhydna and samdpatti on the one hand, prajna on the other hand, are both wonderful dharmas. Those who 
practice these two things see their vows {pranidhdna) realized. They are like a bird {paksin) that, having 
two wings {paksa ), reaches its destination. Deliverance {vimukti) results from these two things; the 
knowledge and vision of deliverance {vimuktijndnadarsana) are prajna. 


See above, p. 1041-1042F, and Kosa, VII, p. 85-96. 
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As for generosity ( dana ) and morality (sfla) - [of which it was a question in the preceding section, (p. 
1880F)], these are physical ( kdyika ) and vocal ( vdcika ) actions. Since they are coarse ( stuldkdra ) in nature 
and easy to obtain ( sulabha ), the Prajnaparamitasutra does not speak of them again. 


IV. THE MIND OF SYMPATHETIC JOY CAN BE DIRECTED TO THE 
CONCENTRATIONS 


Question - It is possible for the bodhisattva to surpass the generosity (dana), morality (sfla) and wisdom 
(prajnd) of the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas by means of a mind of sympathetic joy ( anumodandcitta ). 
Why? Generosity and morality are visible to the eye and audible to the ear. Wisdom also is something 
audible; therefore it is possible to produce a mind of sympathetic joy towards it. On the other hand, the 
dhydnas, samdpattis and vimoksasamadhis can neither be seen nor heard. 256 Then how could the 
bodhisattva rejoice in them? 

Answer. - The bodhisattva rejoices in them by using his knowledge of another’s mind ( paracittajndna ). 

Question. - But if the mind of another is impure ( sdsrava ), he cognizes the impure minds ( sdsravacitta ) of 
others; if it is pure (andsrava), he cognizes the pure minds (andsravacitta) of others. But not yet being 
Buddha, the bodhisattva [does not possess a pure paracittajndna ]. How then could he cognize the pure 
minds of the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas? 

Answer. - In the system of the sravakas, you would be correct, but according to the Mahayana system, the 
bodhisattva has acquired the conviction that dharmas do not arise (anutpattikadharmaksanti), has cut all the 
fetters (samyojana) and, from one lifetime to the next, never loses the six superknowledges (abhijnd). 
Therefore he can, by means of an impure cognition of another’s mind (sasravaparacittajnana), know pure 
minds and, a fortiori, by means of a pure cognition, know the mind of another ( andsravaparacittajnana ). 
[271a] 

Furthermore, some say: Take a bodhisattva who is about to produce for the first time the mind ofbodhi 
(prathamacittotpddika ) and who does not yet have the body born of the fundamental element 
(dharmadhatujakdya). If he sees or hears that a sravaka is giving gifts or observing the discipline, this 
bodhisattva knows perfectly well that the man in question will become arhat and he rejoices in it 
(anumodate). He says: “That is a man who has found the true nature (bhittalaksana) of dharmas and will 
escape from the threefold world. My own wish is to save all beings from birth (jdti), old age (jard) 
sickness ( vyddhi ) and death (marana). That this man may find deliverance, that’s up to me!” 

For many reasons of this kind the bodhisattva rejoices (anumodate) and his sympathetic joy (anuinodand) 
is faultless (nirdosa). 


256 On the limits of paracittajndna, see Kosa, VII, p. 26-27. 
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CHAPTER XLV (p. 1891F) APPLICATION OF MERIT 


First Section OBTAINING EASILY AN IMMENSE QUALIFICATION 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 22,1. 13-17; Satasahasrika, p. 69,1. 8-70. 1. 4). - The bodhisattva-mahasattva 
who, practicing minor generosity, minor discipline, minor patience, minor exertion, minor meditation and 
minor wisdom, wishes to obtain an immense and infinite qualification by means of skilful application of 
merit, must exert himself in the perfection of wisdom ( Alpam danam dadatd, alpam silam raksatd, alpam 
ksantim bhdvayatd, alpam viryam arabhamanena, alpam dhyanam samdpadyamdnena, alpam prajnam 
bhdvayatd, upayakausalyaparinamanayaprameyam aparyantam gunam pratilabdhukdmena bodhisattvena 
mahasattvena prajnapdramitdtam siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

I. THE ESSENCE OF THE PERFECTIONS RESIDES IN THE MIND 


Previously (chapters XVII-XXX), the Prajnaparamitasutra has spoken of the six perfections (paramita). 
Why return to them here? 

Answer. -Above it spoke about their general characteristics ( sdmdnyalaksana ): here it wants to talk about 
their specific characteristics ( svalaksana ). Above it spoke about their causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ); 
here it will talk about their fruits of retribution ( vipdkaphala ). 

Question. - That is not so. Above it spoke about the six perfections in their extension and fullness; here it is 
talking about ‘minor generosity’ and so on up to ‘minor wisdom’; these minor perfections are similar to but 
not identical with the six perfections treated above. 

Answer. - Nothing of the sort! It is a matter of the same perfections. Why? Because the essence ( artha ) of 
the six perfections resides in the mind ( citta ) and not in the greater or lesser quantity of the things. Whether 
the bodhisattva practices them to a greater or a lesser extent, they are always the same perfections. 

Thus the Hien-kie king (Bhadrakalpikasutra) talks about eighty-four thousand perfections (paramita), 257 
and the present siitra also says: “There is a mundane ( laukiki ) perfection of generosity (ddnapdramitd) and 

i57 The Hien-kie king which the Traite will cite later (k. 62, p. 498al7) under the title Hien-kie-san-mei 
(Bhadrakalpikasamadhi) was translated into Chinese at Tch’ang-ngan by Dharmaraksa, under the title of Hien-kie 
king (T 425) and others as well; according to the K’ai-yuan (T 2154, k. 2, p. 494cl2), this translation was made on 
the 2P ( day of the 7 th moon of the first year of the yong-k ’ang period (August 22, 300). It also exists in a Tibetan 
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a supramundane (, lokottara ) perfection of generosity, and so on up to the perfection of wisdom 
( prajndparamita), it too being mundane or supramundane.” 258 


Parinamana 

II. THE PRACTICE OF THE ‘MINOR’ PERFECTIONS 


1. Lesser practice of generosity 


Question. - Why does the bodhisattva [sometimes] practice minor generosity (alpam danamft 
Answer. - There are many reasons for minor generosity: 

1. There are some bodhisattvas who have just produced the bodhi mind for the first time 

( prathamacittotpdda ) and who, not yet having accumulated merit ( punya ), are poor and can give only a 
little. 

2. There also are some bodhisattvas who have learned that generosity is not measured by the amount of 
things given but that its virtue ( guna ) resides in the mind. This is why they do not seek to give a lot of 
things but seek only for good intention. 

3. There are some bodhisattvas who have the following thought: “If I seek to accumulate a lot of wealth 
( vasu ), I will violate the discipline ( sfla ), I will lose my good intention, I will be distracted ( viksiptacitta ) 
and I will torment many beings. Tormenting beings in order to pay homage to the Buddha has been 
condemned by the Buddha, for that is to violate the Dharma and seek wealth. If by giving to one worldly 
person I dispossess another, that is not equanimity ( samatd ). For a bodhisattva, it is the rule to love all 
beings equally like one’s own child.” That is why these bodhisattvas give only a little. 

4. Furthermore, there are two kinds of bodhisattvas: /') the debased bodhisattva ( vinasta ); ii) the 
accomplished bodhisattva ( sampanna ). 


version entitled Bskalpa bzan po pa (Tib. Trip., vol. 27, no. 762). In this text the names of the thousand Buddhas of 
the fortunate period appear (T 425, k. 6, p. 46a-50a) to which F. Weller has dedicated an important work: Tausend 
Buddhanamen des Bhadrakalpa nach einerfiinfsprachigen Polyglotte, Leipzig, 1928. 

The Hien-kie king, as the Traite names it, mentions the 84,000 paramitas (T 425, k. 6, p. 44c25). See also 
the Fo ming king, T 441, k. 21, p. 270c25. 

2:,s Pancavimsati, p. 263,1. 20-21: Asti ddnapmaramitd laukiki, asti lokottara / evam silaparamita yavad asti 
prajndparamita laukiki, asti lokottara / 

The beginning of a passage from chapter XXVI where the six paramitas are defined in their mundane and 
supramundane aspects: cf. Pancavimsati, p. 263,1. 20-266,1. 19; T 223, k. 7, p. 272bl-272c6; T 220, vol. VII, k. 
498, p. 534a3-535b8. 
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The debased bodhisattva had at first produced the mind of complete perfect [271b] enlightenment 
(i anuttarasamyaksambodhi ); then, not coming upon favorable conditions and his mind being clouded by the 
five obstacles ( nivarana ), he lived a life of mixed conduct ( misracarita ) and has been reborn into a wealthy 
noble family ( ksatriyamahdsdlakula ) or has even become the king of a country or a great yaksa king, etc., 
As a result of the bad physical, vocal or mental actions that he previously committed, he is not pure and 
consequently, he is not reborn in the presence of the Buddhas (buddhanam antike) or among gods and men 
in faultless places ( anavadyasthdna ). This bodhisattva is called a debased bodhisattva. Although he has lost 
the bodhi mind, by virtue of [his actions] in previous existences ( purvajanman ), this person still likes to 
give. [To this end], he torments many people, he pillages, he robs and unjustly takes over wealth which he 
uses, nevertheless, to gain merit (punya ). 

The accomplished ( sampanna ) bodhisattvas do not lose the mind of complete perfect enlightenment. Out of 
loving kindness and compassion for beings, some remain at home and take on the fivefold discipline 
( pancasUa ); others go forth from home and take up the [tenfold] discipline ( dasasfla ). 

a. The lay bodhisattva ( grhastha ) is actually of perfect conduct (sampannakarmanta), but as a result of 
actions of his previous lives ( purvajanman ), he is poor ( daridra ). Learning that there are two kinds of 
generosity in the Buddhadharma, the gift of the Dharma ( dharmaddna ) and the material gift (amisadana), 
that the monastic ( pravrajita ) practices especially the gift of the Dharma and that the lay person ( grhasta ) 
practices especially the material gift, the bodhisattva says to himself: “As for myself, because of my 
previous actions, I do not belong to a wealthy family.” Then, determining that debased ( vinasta) 
bodhisattvas commit wrongdoing (dpatti) in order to give gifts, this pleases him not at all. He finally learns 
that the Buddha has not praised copious material gifts but praises only the gift given out of purity of mind 
(cittavisuddhi). This is why the bodhisattva gives only according to his means. 

b. As for the monastic {pravrajita ) bodhisattva, wanting above all to protect discipline (silo), he does not 
pursue material goods ( vasu ). He thinks only of the virtues of the one single discipline that surpasses all 
gifts. This is why he gives only according to his means. 

5. Furthermore, the bodhisattva has learned from the Jatakas and Nidanas of the Buddhist literature that a 
small gift gives a large fruit of ripening {vipdkaphala). 

[Avaddna ofBakkula .] 259 - Thus the arhat Po-kiu-lo (Bakkula), who had given a single a-li-ld fruit 
( hantaki ), did not fall into the lower realms ( durgati ) for ninety-one kalpas; he enjoyed happiness among 
gods and men; he was never sick and, in his last lifetimes (pastime janmani ), he obtained the bodhi of the 
arhat. 

[ Avaddna of Kotfvimsa.] 260 - Thus the sramana Eul-che-yi (Kotlvimsa), at the time of the Buddha Vipasyin, 
built a house ( layana ) and gave it to the community of bhiksus; he laid down a sheepskin for the 
community to walk on. For this reason, for ninety-one kalpas, his feet did not touch the ground; among 
gods and men, he enjoyed immense happiness; in his last lifetime, he was born into the house of a great 


259 References, p. 1386-1387F. 

260 References, p. 1388-1389F, n. 
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man ( sresthin ), had a splendid body (, abhirupakaya ), and, on the soles of his feet (pddatala ), there grew 
hair two inches long, the color of pure beryl and curling toward the right ( romdni dvyangulani 
vaiduryasadrsanipradaksinavartani). When he was born, his father gave him twenty koti ounces of gold. 
Later, disenchanted with the five objects of worldly enjoyment (pancakdmaguna ), he went forth from home 
and obtained bodhi. The Buddha proclaimed him as the foremost of the energetic bhiksus 
(drabdhavirydndm agryalr). 

[Avaddna of Sumatra.] 2 - Thus in a previous life, the bhiksu Siu-man-eul (Karnasumana) saw the stupa of 
the Buddha Vipasyin and gave the sumana flower that he was wearing behind his ear to it. As a result of 
this, for ninety-one kalpas, he never fell into the bad destinies ( durgati ), he enjoyed happiness among gods 
[271c] and men, and in his last lifetime, he had, on his ear, a sumana flower the perfume of which filled the 
whole house; this is why he was called Karnasumana. Later, disenchanted with the world, he went forth 
from home and obtained the bodhi of the arhats. 

With the example of these Jatakas and Nidanas, the bodhisattva who gives only a small amount obtains a 
great reward ( vipdka ). Therefore, according to his means, he gives a lot or a little. 

6. Moreover, the bodhisattva is not compelled ( niyata ) always to give only a small gift. According to his 
fortune, he gives a lot when he has a lot, and he gives a little when he has but little. 

7. Finally, it is in order to praise virtues and the greatness of the Prajnaparamita that the Buddha said that a 
small gift gives a big reward and that its qualities are immense. 

2. Efficacy of the application of merit 


Question. - But the arhats, Bakkula, etc., they too, by giving only small gifts, obtained a great reward 
(mahdvipdka ). Why then introduce the Prajnaparamita here? 

Answer. - Bakkula and others indeed obtained a fruit of retribution, but it was limited to a certain number 
of kalpas and, having found the lesser bodhi ( hfnabodhi ), they entered into nirvana. By contrast, the 
bodhisattva, ‘by skilful application of merit’ ( updyakausalyaparindmanayd) 26: as a result of 
Prajnaparamita, by giving only a little, wins immense, infinite, incalculable merit ( aprameyam anantam 
asamkhyeyam punyam). 

Question. - What is this skilful application by means of which, by giving only a little, he wins an immense 
infinite qualification? 

Answer. - 1. Although it is a matter of small gifts, all are applied ( parinata ) to supreme perfect 
enlightenment. The bodhisattva thinks as follows: “As for myself, by means of this merit ( punya ), I have no 
ambition for royalty among gods or men or for happiness in this world; I seek only supreme complete 


261 References, p. 1426F, n. 3. 

[Translator’s note (Migme)]: Parindnamana = ripening, maturing: Monier-Williams Dictionary.] 
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enlightenment. And since this supreme complete enlightenment is immense and infinite, my merit also will 
be immense and infinite. Furthermore, by means of this merit, I wish to save all beings and, as beings are 
immense and infinite in number, my merit also will be immense and infinite. Finally, this merit utilizes 
great loving-kindness ( mahamaitri ) and great compassion (mahakaruna) and, as this great loving-kindness 
and great compassion are immense and infinite, my merit too will be immense and infinite.” 

2. Moreover, since it is associated with the true nature ( bhutalaksanci ) of dharmas, the merit of the 
bodhisattva is triply pure ( trimandalaparisuddha) because the beneficiary ( pratigrdhaka ), the donor 

(i dayaka ) and the thing given ( deya ) do not exist ( nopalabhyante ). Thus, at the beginning of the present 
Prajnaparamitasutra (cf. p. 650F), the Buddha said to Sariputra: “When the bodhisattva gives without 
distinguishing donor or beneficiary or thing given, he fulfils the Prajnaparamita fully.” The bodhisattva 
gains immense and infinite merit by implementing the knowledge of the true nature of dharmas and the 
gift. 

3. Finally, the bodhisattva thinks that the merits he possesses have as their nature ( laksana ) suchness 

( tathatd ), the fundamental element ( dharmadhatu ), the limit of the truth ( bhutakoti ); and since suchness, 
the fundamental element and the limit of the truth are immense and infinite, his merits also are immense 
and infinite. 

Question. - The bodhisattva-mahasattva who considers the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas knows 
that suchness, the fundamental element, the limit of the truth are in their nature unconditioned ( asamskrta ) 
and cessation (nirodha). 63 Flow can he still have a mind and create merit? [272a] 

Answer. - The bodhisattva has, for a long time, practiced the mind of great compassion ( mahdkarundcitta ). 
At the very moment when this mind of great compassion arises, he says to himself: “Beings do not know 
this true nature of dharmas and I must help them find it.” By the power of the perfection of exertion 
(viryaparamita), he returns to practicing the causes and conditions of meritorious action ( punyakarman ) 
and, by means of this perfection of exertion, he maintains the mind of great compassion. Thus when a fire 
(agni) on the point of being extinguished encounters the support of wind ( anila ) and fuel ( indhana ), it is 
revived. 

Moreover, the bodhisattva recalls his previous vows ( purvapranidhana ) and, as well, the Buddhas of the 
ten directions come and say to him: “Remember the moment when you first produced the mind of bodhi 
( prathamacittotpdda ). You had at that time received only a single talk on the Dharma ( dharmapaiydya ) but 
there are still innumerable sermons of the same kind that you have not yet heard. Therefore go back and 
accumulate the qualities ( guna ).” On this account, see what is said in the Tsien-pei king 
(Dasabhiimikasutra) on the seventh bhumi. 264 


263 Tathatd, dharmadhatu, bhutakoti are synonyms of asamskrtadharma: cf. Pancavimsati, p. 168,1. 14-17, and the 
explanations in the Traite, k. 44, p. 380c20 seq. 

i64 Section of the Avatamsaka, the Dasabhiimikasutra designated here under the abridged title of the Chinese 
version (T 285) composed at Tch’ang-ngan by Dharmaraksa, on the 21 st day of the 11 th month of the 7 th year of the 
yuan-k’ang, or December 21, 297 (K’ai-yuan, T 2154, k. 2, p. 494a3). Later (k. 49, p. 41 la29;, k. 93, p. 712cl7), it 
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3. Minor practice of the other perfections 


Question. - That generosity has degrees is correct; that morality {silo), of which the fivefold discipline 
(pancastla ), the discipline of one day and one night ( rdtridivasfla ) and the tenfold discipline ( dasasila) 
make up a part 265 , also is composed of degrees is evident. These are material things ( rupidharma ) where it 
is possible to establish differences. But as for the other perfections [patience ( ksdnti ), exertion ( virya ), 
meditation ( dhydna ) and wisdom (prajna)], how can degrees be distinguished there? 

Answer. - We may know that all involve degrees. 

a. Minor practice of patience. 

Thus, patience ( ksdnti ) is of two types: i) physical patience {kdyiki ksdnti)', ii) mental patience ( caitdsikf 
ksdnti). 266 

Even though the body ( kdya ) and the voice {vac) remain motionless {acala), physical patience cannot 
prevent the mind ( citta ) from becoming agitated, for it is a minor patience, incapable of controlling the 
mind. In mental patience, on the other hand, body and mind both remain ‘patient’ like a piece of wood. 

Furthermore, an individual who has minor patience does not react if someone strikes him or insults him. An 
individual who has major patience makes no distinction between the insulter, the one who is being insulted 
and the thing to endure. 

Finally, patience with regard to beings ( sattvaksdnti) is minor patience; patience with regard to things 
(dharmaksdnti) is major patience. 267 

These are the distinctions to be made concerning patience. 

b. Minor practice of exertion. 

Exertion is of two types: i) physical exertion {kdyika vfiya) and ii) mental exertion {caitasika virya). 16 * 
Physical exertion is minor; mental exertion is major. External (bdhya) exertion is minor; internal 


will be cited under the name of Che-ti king ‘The ten bhumis’ or again (k. 33, p. 308a6; k. 100, p. 756b8) under the 
name of Fa yun king (Dharmameghasutra), the name of the tenth bhumi. 

In the early references, the eighth bhumi overlaps the seventh. In going back here to the seventh bhumi, 
the Traite undoubtedly has in mind a short passage of the eighth bhumi, ed. J. Rahder, p. 66: Api tu khalu punah 
kulaputraikas tavaisa dloko yo ‘yam sarvadhamanirvikapalokah / idrsas tu kulaputra dharmdlokas tathdgatdndm 
paryantagata aparyantakrta aparyantabaddha yesam samkhya nasti ganana pramdnam upanisad aupamyam nasti / 
tesam adhigamdyabhinirhdram utpadaya / 

265 These three kinds of discipline have been studied in chapter XXII, p. 818-852F. 

266 Cf. p. 903-904F. 

267 Patience with regard to beings has been defined, p. 867-898F; patience with regard to things, p. 902-926F. 

268 Cf. p. 870-972F 
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(adhyatmika) is major. Exertion of the body {kayo) and voice (vac) is minor; exertion of the mind (manas) 
is major. Thus the Buddha said that mental action ( manaskarman ) is very strong and this is how the angry 
great rsis were able to destroy entire kingdoms [by a mental act]. 269 

Furthermore, it is by means of the body (kayo) and the voice (vac) that the five sins of immediate 
retribution (pancdnantarya) involving a very serious fruit of retribution (vipdkaphala), viz., remaining in 
Avici hell for a kalpa. 270 Mental action is even more powerful for by it one succeeds in being reborn in the 
sphere of neither conception nor non-conception (naivasamjndndsamjndyatana) with a lifespan of eighty- 
four great kalpas 271 or also in remaining in the buddhafields (buddhaksetra) of the ten directions with an 
unlimited lifespan. This is why we know that physical and vocal exertion are minor whereas mental 
exertion is major. 

Finally, a sutra says: 272 “Destruction of physical, vocal and mental actions (kayavdcmanaskarmanirodha), 
the unmovable ( aninjita )” is the major exertion, whereas the movable (injita) is the minor exertion.” 

This is what is called minor exertion. 

c. Practice of minor trance. 

The concentrations of the desire realm (kamadhatusamadhi) and those of the anantarya ‘preliminary 
absorption of the first dhyana’, not being liberated from desire (avirakta), are described as minor. 
Compared with the second dhyana, the first dhyana is minor and so on up to the absorption of cessation 


269 Allusion to the Upalisutta of Majjhima, I, p. 371-387, where the Buddha said to the Nigantha Dlghatapassin that, 
of the three actions, bodily (kayikakamma), vocal (vacikamma) and mental (manokamma), mental action is by far the 
most formidable when it is a matter of doing or accomplishing a bad action (mahdsdvajjataram pdpassa kammassa 
kiriyaya pdpassa kammassa pavattiya). The Buddha wanted to show (ibid., p. 378) the vengeance of the rsis who, 
without making any motion or pronouncing any word, with a mental act of malice (manopadosa) alone, destroyed 
entire forests. The episode has already been told above, p. 894F seq. To the references listed there, we should add 
Milindapanha, p. 130; Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 118, p. 617c28; Kosabhasya, p. 246,1. 12. 

270 SeeKosa, III, p. 41. 

271 See Kosa, III, p. 174; IV, p. 218. 

In the Latukikopamasutta of Majjhima, I, p. 454-455, the Buddha explains to Upali that the first three jhanas are 
in restlessness ( injitasmim ): in the first, examination and analysis have not been destroyed (vitakkavicdrd aniruddha 
horiti); in the second, joy and happiness have not been destroyed ( pitisukkham aniruddha honti ); in the third, 
equanimity and happiness have not been destroyed (upekhdsukham aniruddham hoti). - On the other hand, the 
fourth jhana is in the non-restlessness (aninjitasmim) due to the destruction of happiness, the destruction of 
suffering, etc. (sukhassa ca pahand dukkhassa ca pajana -pe-). 

Dlgha, III, p. 217 and Samyutta, II, p. 82 distinguish three kinds of activities ( abhisamkhdra ): meritorious 
(punna ), demeritorious (apunna) and unmoving (dnehja). For Kosa, IV, p. 107, meritorious action is good (subha) 
action of the desire realm; unmoving action is good action of the two higher (urdhvaja) realms. 

That being the case, I [Lamotte) do not see how the Traite presents the aninjita here as being the 
pacification and stopping (tsi-mie) of physical, vocal and mental actions. For this difficult problem, see notes of L. 
de La Vallee Poussin in Kosa, IV, p. 106-107. 
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(; nirodhasamapatti ). The impure ( sasrava ) dhyanas are lesser whereas the pure ( anasrava ) dhyanas are 
greater. 

While the bodhisattva has not become irreversible ( avaivartika ) and has not obtained the acquiescence that 
dharmas do not arise ( anutpattikadharmaksdnti ), his dhyanas are minor; when he has become irreversible 
and has obtained the acquiescence that dharmas do not arise, his dhyanas are major. [272b] 

When the Bodhisattva was sitting on the seat of enlightenment ( bodhimanda ), the concentrations associated 
with the first sixteen liberations ( vimukti ) were minor but, at the seventeenth moment, the diamond-like 
concentration ( vajropamasamadhi ) was major. 273 

Finally, when the bodhisattva considers ( samanupasyati ) all the dharmas as being eternally concentrated 
(satatasamahita) and free of distraction ( aviksipta ), when he does not rely on them and does not distinguish 
them, it is a matter of major considerations. The others are minor. 

d. Lesser practice of wisdom. 

Wisdom is of two kinds: i) mundane ( laukiki); ii ) supramundane ( lokottara ). The mundane wisdom is 
lesser; the supramundane wisdom is greater. 

In the same way [contrasting in the order of greatness] pure ( visuddha ) wisdom and mixed ( misra ) wisdom, 
characterized ( sanimitta ) wisdom and non-characterized ( niniimitta ) wisdom, speculative wisdom and non- 
speculative wisdom, the wisdom in accordance with the Dharma and the wisdom contrary to the Dharma, 
the wisdom turned toward samsara and the wisdom turned toward nirvana, the wisdom directed toward 
one’s own good ( svdrtha ) and the wisdom directed toward the good of all beings ( sarvasttvartha ), etc. 

Furthermore, the wisdom coming from hearing ( srutamayi ) is lesser in comparison to the wisdom coming 
from reflection ( cintamayf) which is greater. The wisdom coming from reflection is lesser in comparison to 
the wisdom coming from meditation (bhavanamayi) which is greater. 

The wisdom which produces the mind of supreme complete enlightenment ( anuttarasamyaksambodhi ) is 
lesser in comparison to the wisdom utilizing the six perfections (paramita) which is greater. The wisdom of 
practice ( bhdvandprajhd) is lesser in comparison to the wisdom of skillful means ( updyaprajiid) which is 
greater. In the course of the ten bodhisattva bhumis, skillful means is always being developed up to the 
tenth bhumi. 

These are the degrees to be distinguished [in the various paramitas]. The Buddha praises the deeds of the 
bodhisattva who, by accomplishing lesser things, “obtains an immense and infinite qualification”. What 
then can be said ( kah punarvadah) when the bodhisattva accomplishes greater things? Other people who 


~ 73 When the Bodhisattva was sitting under the bodhi tree, he was still tied to the bhavagra by nine categories of 
passions ( klesa). He became detached from them by eighteen mind moments: nine moments of abandoning or 
expulsion (prahana or anantaryamarga) and nine moments of deliverance ( vimuktimdrga). At the seventeenth 
moment, he abandons the ninth category of passion by a path of abandoning called Vajropamasamadhi; the 
eighteenth moment is a path of deliverance in which the ascetic takes possession of the cessation of all the passions 
(klesa) or impurities (asrava). 
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give up their wealth ( vasu ) and try very hard by means of their body ( kdya ), speech (vac) and mind 
(manas), painfully gain a small amount of merit ( punya ). It is the same when they practice discipline, 
patience, exertion, meditation and wisdom: they do not reach the bodhisattva who, by means of lesser 
efforts, gains a great retribution, as we have said above. 

The air that escapes from the mouth produces an articulated sound ( ghosa ) but this sound does not reach 
very far; by contrast, the sound that comes from a horn ( srnga) has a long range. It is the same for [the 
perfections] of generosity, etc., practiced to a lesser degree [by the bodhisattva]. Whereas among other 
people who practice these virtues, the merits gained are little rewarded, the bodhisattva-mahasattva, by 
means of Prajnaparamita and skillfull application of his merits (upayakausalaparinamand), obtains an 
immense and infinite merit. 

This is why the Prajnaparamitasutra speaks here of the bodhisattva “who wishes to practice a lesser 
generosity, a lesser discipline, a lesser patience, a lesser exertion, a lesser trance and a lesser wisdom.” 


Paramitacarana 

Second Section PRACTICING THE SIX PERFECTIONS 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 22,1. 17-20; Satasahasrika, p. 70,1. 4-17). - The bodhisattva-mahasattva who 
wishes to practice the perfection of generosity, the perfection of discipline, the perfection of patience, the 
perfection of exertion and the perfection of meditation, must practice the perfection of wisdom 
(Bodhisattvena mahasattvena danaparamitam silapdramitdm ksantiparamitam viryaparamitam 
dhyanaparamitam caritukamena prajndpdramitdyam siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - For the meaning of ‘perfection’ (paramita), see what has been said above (p. 701-702F). 

I. RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PRAJNA AND THE OTHER PERFECTIONS 


Question. - Either the first five perfections are the same as prajnaparamita or they are not. If they are the 
same as prajnaparamita, there is no need to posit five distinct ( visista ) perfections. If they are different 
(anya), how can you claim that, in order to practice the perfection of generosity, it is necessary to practice 
the prajnaparamita? 

Answer. - They are both the same and different. They are different in the sense that the prajnaparamita that 
considers (samanupasyati) the true nature (bhutalaksana) of dharmas presupposes and holds no dharma. 
Generosity itself rejects ( tyajati ) all inner and outer good. But if one practices generosity in the spirit of the 
prajnaparamita, the generosity ( ddna ) takes the name of perfection. 

Furthermore, the first five perfections establish (avaripayanti) the qualities ( guna ) and the prajnaparamita 
chases away persistent thoughts ( samgacitta , abhinivesa) and wrong views (mithyadrsti). It is as if one man 
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planted grain and another man hoed and weeded to strengthen the grain. In the same way, the 
prajnaparamita makes the four other perfections ripen {paripdcayati ). 


II. PRAJNA AND GENEROSITY 


Question. - Why does the Prajnaparamitasutra say that “in order to practice the perfection of generosity, 
one must exert oneself in the perfection of wisdom”? 

Answer. - Generosity is of two kinds: i) pure ( visuddha ); ii) impure (avisuddha). 1 

1. Impure generosity 


Impure generosity is: 275 

1. Giving from pride ( abhimdna, mdnastambha), thinking: If destitute people (dma) give, why should I not 
give? 

2. Giving from jealousy ( irsya), thinking: My rival (pmtyarthika ) has acquired a reputation and has 
surpassed me by giving. Now I should give more generously still in order to surpass him. 

3. Giving from love for reward ( vipdkachanda ), thinking: By giving a little bit, my reward will be ten 
million times better: therefore I give. 

4. Giving for the glory ( kfrtyartham ), thinking: Now that I like to give, I am esteemed by people and loved 
by the crowd. 

5. Giving in order to win over people ( purusasamgrahanartham ), thinking: The person to whom I am 
giving now will certainly take refuge in me. 

Practicing generosity with many fetters (samyojana) of this type is impure generosity. 

2. Pure generosity 


Pure generosity does not have these mean tricks. 


274 Cf. p. 664F. 

~ 77 For impure generosity, see references above, p. 664F, n. 1 and also Sangltisutra and its commentary, transl. 
Kusum Mittal and V. Stache-Rosen, Dogmatische Begriffsreihen im alteren Buddhismus, II, Berlin, 1968, p. 188- 
189. 
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1. Guided only by pure intention, he thinks about the fruit of ripening ( vipdkaphala ) as a result of causes 
and conditions; he has consideration and pity for the beneficiary (pratigrahaka) and does not seek for 
actual profit; he aims only for the benefit ( anusamsa ) of future lifetimes. 

2. Furthermore, there is a pure generosity that does not seek the advantages of future lifetimes but which 
favors access to nirvana by way of mind cultivation ( cittabhdvana) alone. 

3. Finally, there is a pure generosity that, out of great compassion for beings, seeks neither personal benefit 
(svartha) nor the accelerated acquisition of nirvana but strives only for supreme complete enlightenment 

(i anuttara samyaksambodhi). 

This is pure generosity, and it is in the spirit of the prajnaparamita that it is possible to practice it. And so 
the Prajnaparamitasutra says that “in order to practice the perfection of generosity, it is necessary to 
practice the perfection of wisdom.” 

Moreover, by means of the power of prajnaparamita, any feeling of attachment ( abhinivesacitta ) to 
dharmas is rejected. Why should the feeling of self (dtmacitta) then not be rejected? Flaving rejected the 
feeling of self, one regards one’s body, one’s spouse, one’s son, as a blade of grass and, without the least 
consideration, one renounces them completely. This is why the Prajnaparamita says that “in order to 
practice the perfection of generosity, it is necessary to practice the perfection of wisdom.” 

It is the same for the other perfections, morality, patience, exertion and trance, for they are maintained by 
the spirit of the prajnaparamita. 


III. POWER OF PRAJNA 


Moreover, the other perfections would not have the name of perfection without prajnaparamita and would 
also lack solidity ( scirata ). As will be said in the next chapter: “Without prajnaparamita, the first five 
perfections do not have the name of perfection.” 

It is like a noble cakravartin king: if he does not possess the jewel of the wheel ( cakraratna ), he is not 
called cakravartin king, and it is not his other jewels [273a] that give him his name. Or again, it is like blind 
people (i andha ): if they have no guide ( ndyaka ), they can go nowhere. It is the same with the 
prajnaparamita: it guides the first five perfections to omniscience ( sarvajnatd). 

A great chariot ( rath a ), without a good driver, does not fulfill its function. The human body, if deprived of 
sight, goes nowhere even if it is provided with the other organs. When a person loses their vital organ 
(jfvitendriya ), all the other organs are destroyed; it is because they possess the vital organs that the other 
organs function. It is the same with the prajnaparamita; in the absence of the prajnaparamita, the first five 
perfections do not progress; it is because they possess the prajnaparamita that the five perfections progress 
and rare perfected. 

This is why the Buddha says here: “The bodhisattva who wishes to practice the perfection of generosity, 
etc., should exert himself in the perfection of wisdom.” 
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Buddhasadrsakaya 

Third Section POSSESSING A BODY ENDOWED WITH THE 
MARKS 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 23,1. 3-5; Satasahasrika, p. 70,1. 18-71,1. 4). - The bodhisattva-mahasattva who 
wishes to have a body like that of the Buddha in all his existences and who wishes to be assured of the 
thirty-two major and eighty minor marks of the Great Man, must exert himself in the perfection of wisdom 
(Bodhisattvena mahasattvena sarvajatisu buddhasadrsam kdyam nispadayitukamena 
dvatrimsanmahapurusalaksanany asTtyanuvyanjandni ca pratilabdhukdmena prajndpdramitdydm 
siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

I. THE PHYSICAL MARKS ARE NOT ‘PLANTED’ JUST AT THE END OF THE 
CAREER 


Question. - In the sravaka system, it is said that the bodhisattva plants ( avaropayati ) the causes and 
conditions for the thirty-two marks ( laksana ) during the hundred kalpas that follow the three incalculable 
periods ( asamkyeyekalpa ) of his career. Why does the Prajnaparamita say here that “from lifetime to 
lifetime the bodhisattva has a body like that of the Buddha endowed with the thirty two major marks 
(laksana) and the eighty minor marks (anuvyanjana) ,,e l 

Answer. - In the Vibhasa in the Katyayamputrabhidharma it talks about [these hundred supplementary 
kalpas], 276 but this is not in question in the Tripitaka. Why? Others [besides the bodhisattva] also have these 
thirty-two marks. What would suffice to distinguish them? 

\Nanda’s marks.) 211 - Thus in a previous lifetime, Nan-t’o (Nanda) gave a single bath (sndna) to the 
Community ( samgha ) making the following aspiration (pranidhdna ): “From one lifetime to the next, I 
would like to be handsome (abhirupa) and graceful ( prdsadika ).” In yet another lifetime, he encountered a 
pratyekabuddha stupa, adorned it with multicolored designs and brightened up a pratyekabuddha statue 
(pratima), formulating the following aspiration: “From lifetime to lifetime, I would like to have a body 
adorned with fine marks”. For this reason, from lifetime to lifetime, he had a body adorned with marks and 


276 Mahavibhasa, T 1545, k. 177, p. 890b5-8. See also Samyuktabhidharmasara, T 1552, k. 11, p. 961c9-l 1. and 
above, p. 249F, n. 1. 

' 7 References, p. 286F, n. 1. Add Anavataptagatha, ed. Bechert, p. 175-176; tr, Hofinger, p. 262-263; Fo wou po ti 
tseu, T 199, p. 199bl2-199cll; Miilasarv. Vin., Bhaisajyavastu, T 1448, p. 87b24-87c25. 
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in his last lifetime, he went forth from home ( pravrajita ) and became a sramana. Seeing him from far off, 
the members of the Community mistook him to be the Buddha and all stood up to go to welcome him. 

If Nanda, a practitioner of the Lesser Vehicle ( htnaydnika ) received such a reward for having planted these 
few minor merits, what could be said about the Bodhisattva who, during innumerable incalculable periods 
(i asamkhyeyakalpa ), has cultivated merit? 

[Bavari’s marks.] 27 * - When the bodhisattva Maitreya was still a lay-man with white robes 
(i avaddtavasana ), his teacher Po-p’o-Ii (Bavari) had three marks: z) the white tuft of hairs between the 
eyebrows (urnd bhruvor madhye jdtd); ii ) the tongue able to cover the entire face (jihvd mukhamansalam 
avacchddayantfy. Hi) the secret organs enclosed in a sheath ( kosagatabastiguhya ). 

If those people, who were not bodhisattvas, themselves possessed these marks, how could it be said that the 
Bodhisattva plants these marks ( laksana ) only after the three incalculable periods? 

Besides, according to the Mahayana, the bodhisattva who, from the first mind of bodhi 
(prathamacittotpdda ) until supreme complete enlightenment, does not produce a bad mind, possesses the 
five superknowledges (abhijna) and a body like that of the Buddha from one lifetime to the next. 


II. THE BODHISATTVA IS ABLE TO CREATE FOR HIMSELF A BODY 
ENDOWED WITH THE MARKS 


Question. - How does the bodhisattva who has not yet acquired the bodhi of the Buddha obtain a body and 
marks like those of the Buddha? 

Answer. - In order to save beings, the bodhisattva creates for himself a body of the noble cakravartin king, 
of Sakra Devendra, of Brahmaraja, of a sravaka, of a pratyekabuddha, of a bodhisattva or of Buddha. 

[Suramgamasamadhisutra.^ 19 - Thus, in the Cheou-Ieng-yen king (Suramgamasamadhisutra), ManjusrT 
himself said that he appeared as a pratyekabuddha 7,200,000 times and entered into nirvana, that he also 
manifests under the aspect of a buddha named Long-tchong-tsouen (Nagavamsagra). 

This is how, at a time when there could not be a Buddha, beings saw [in ManjusrT] the body of the Buddha, 
were happy, submitted and became converted. 


278 References, p. 286F, n. 2. 

279 Suramgamasamadhisutra, T 642, k. 2, p. 642cl0-14 (transl. p. 245, §147) andk. 2, p. 644al8-20 (transl. p. 263, 
§162). If Manjusri feigned the pratyekabuddha nirvana so often, it was at the period when beings could be converted 
only by pratyekabuddhas (see Traite, above, p. 602F, and later, k. 75, p. 568a28 seq.). - As for the buddha 
Nagavamsagra (in Chinese Long-tchong-tsouen, in Tibetan Kluhi rigs mchog), identical with the ‘actual’ bodhisattva 
ManjusrT, he reigned at a distant past over the Sama universe, on the borders of the southern region (cf. 
Suramgamasamadhi, T 642, k. 2, p. 644a; transl. p. 260-262). 
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III. BODHISATTVA BODY AND BUDDHA BODY 


Question. - If the Bodhisattva makes a buddha body for himself, preaches the Dharma and saves beings, 
how does he differ from a Buddha? 

Answer. - 1. The Bodhisattva possesses a great magical power (rddhibald), resides in the ten bhumis and is 
endowed with the attributes of the Buddha; nevertheless, he remains in samsara in order to save the mass of 
beings; therefore he does not go into nirvana. 

2. Like a master magician ( mdydkdra ), he creates for himself a body of metamorphosis ( nirmdnakdya ) in 
order to preach the Dharma to people, but that is not the true body of the Buddha. That being so, the beings 
whom he will save are limited in number, whereas those saved by the Buddhas are limitless in number. 

3. Although the bodhisattva creates for himself a buddha body, he is unable to completely fill the universes 
of the ten directions; the body of the Buddha, on the other hand, fills innumerable universes completely. 

4. To the beings whom he converts, the bodhisattva shows a buddha body comparable to the moon of the 
fourteenth day: brilliant as it is, it is not like the moon of the fifteenth day. 280 

280 Above, (p. 393F), the Traite noted that the bodhisattvas differ slightly from the Buddhas: they are like the 
fourteenth day moon ( caturdashicandra ) of which one wonders if it is really foil ( paripurna ); the Buddhas, on the 
other hand, are like the fifteenth day moon (pancadasicandra ) which is incontestably full. Later (k. 94, p. 719b), the 
Traite explains that the fourteenth day moon does not yet raise the tide, whereas the fifteenth day moon does raise it. 

However, in the Mahayanasutras, sometimes it is the Buddha and sometimes the Bodhisattva who is 
compared to the fifteenth day moon. It is said in Kasyapapariparta, §88: Tadyathdpi ndma Kasyapanavacandro 
namaskryate sa ceva purnacandro na tatha namaskuryate / evam eva Kasyapa ye mama sraddhadhamti te 
balavamtataram boddhisatvam dmamskartavya / na tathagatah tat kasya heo bodhisatvanirjata hi tathagatah (text 
not corrected). - O Kasyapa, just as one venerates the new moon rather than the full moon, so those who believe in 
the self must venerate the Bodhisattva more than the Tathagata. And why? Because the Tathagatas derive their 
origin from the Bodhisattva. 

No matter that the Buddhas are superior to the Bodhisattva, as the fifteenth day moon is more important 
than the fourteenth day moon. In this regard, a particularly interesting passage from the Gayaslrsasutra (T 464, p. 

482b; T 65, p. 485a; T 466, p. 488a; T 467, p. 490c) should be noted: “[In the bodhisattva’s career], what are the 
four minds (citta)! 1) The first [production of the mind of bodhi (prathamacittotpada ); 2) the mind of the path of the 
practices ( carydmdrgacitta ); 3) the mind of the irreversible bodhisattva ( avaivartikacitta ); 4) the mind of the 
bodhisattva separated from buddhahood by one single lifetime (ekajatipratibaddhacitta).. .The prathamacittotpada 
is like the new moon (navacandra); the caryammargacitta is like the fifteenth day moon (variant: like the moon of 
the fifth or seventh day of the month); the avaivartikacitta is like the moon of the tenth day; the 
ekajatipratibaddhacitta is like the moon of the fourteenth day; the wisdom ( prajna) of the Tathagata is like the moon 
of the fifteenth day. By the prathamacittotpada, the bodhisattva transcends the sravaka stage; by the 
carydmdrgacitta he transcends the pratyekabuddha stage; by the avaivartikacitta, he transcends the unstable bhumis 
(aniyatabhumi, i.e., the first seven bhumis); by the ekajatipratibaddhacitta he is established in the stable bhumi 
(niyatabhumi, i.e., the tenth bhumi). 
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These are the differences. 


Sometimes there are bodhisattvas who, having obtained the certainty that dharmas do not arise 
(anutpattikadharmaksdnti ) and the body born of the fundamental element ( dhannadhatujakaya ), remain in 
the seventh bhiimi, abide in the first five superknowledges ( abhijnd ), create by transformation a body like 
that of a buddha and convert (paripacayanti) beings. - Sometimes there are bodhisattvas who, having just 
produced the mind of bodhi (prathamacittotpddika ), practice the six perfections ( pdramita) and, by virtue 
of the actions that they accomplish, obtain a body like that of the Buddha and convert beings. 


IV. THE PERFECTIONS ARE CAUSES AND CONDITIONS OF THE MARKS w 


~ 81 For the actions that produce the marks, there are two theories which are not contradictory: 

1. A scholastic Abhidharma theory, elaborated by the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasikas. The bodhisattva 
accomplishes these acts in Jambudvlpa; as a male; in the presence of the Buddha; thinking about the Buddhas; 
stemming from reflection; at the time of the hundred cosmic ages following the three incalculable periods of his 
career. Each of the marks arises from one hundred merits and, according to the most valid explanation, these 
hundred merits consist of fifty volitions ( cetana) produced in the bodhisattva when he thinks about the Buddha, an 
another fifty when he too wishes to become Buddha. 

This theory is explained in Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 177, p. 887b-892a; Kosa, IV, p. 223-227; Kosavyakhya, p. 
430-431; Nyayanusara, T 1562, k. 44, p. 590b-591a. The Kosakarika, IV, 109-110a (Kosabhasya, p.266) 
summarizes this in two and a quarter lines: 

JambudvTpa pumdn eva sammukham buddhacetanah / 
cintamayam kalpasate sesa dksipate hi tat // 
ekaikam punyasatajam. 

The Traite has Hilly and faithfully set forth this theory above (p. 246-255F), but has also refuted it in detail 
(p. 283-297F). 

2. A less complicated but certainly older theory presents the marks as fruits of accomplishment of various 
actions ( vicitrakarmabhisamskdraphala ). The choice of these actions is subjective and largely imaginary. That is 
why the lists drawn up in the course of time show many differences. Here are some: 

Lakkhanasuttanta of DTgha, III, p. 145-177. 

Commentary of the Arthaviniscayasutra, ed. N. H. Samtani, The Arthaviniscayasutra and its Commentary, 
Patna, 1971, p. 285-307. 

Lalitavistara, p. 429,1. 3-433,1. 2. 

A passage of the Pancavimsatisahasrika, revised to conform to the Abhisamyalamkara, ed, and transl. by 
E. Conze, The Buddha’s laksana in the Prajhaparamita, in Journal of the Oriental Institute (Baroda), XIV, 1965, p. 
225-229; The Large Sutra on Perfect Wisdom, Berkeley, 1975, p. 659,1. 35-661,1. 27. 

Abhisamayalamkara, p. 918,1. 25-919,1. 20. 

Bodhisattvabhumi, p. 377,1. 20-380,1. 23, which claims to be representative of the Laksanasutra (of the 
DIrghagama). 

Almost all the virtues appear in the actions producing the marks of which the Traite gives us the list here. 
This is a list coming from the sravaka system, but not claiming to be representative of one or another canonical 
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Question. - The thirty-two marks are fruits of ripening ( vipdkaphala ) of generosity (ddna), etc., but the 
prajnaparamita is non-existent ( asat ) and like space (akasasama). How can one say that it is necessary to 
practice the prajnaparamita in order to obtain the major and minor marks? 

Answer. - The thirty-two marks are of two kinds: i) complete (sampanna, parinispannd), as in the Buddha; 
ii) incomplete, as in the noble cakravartin kings, in Nanda, etc. 

Although the prajnaparamita is associated with generosity, it completes the major and minor marks as is the 
case in the Buddhas. Among other people who practice only generosity [without the inspiration of the 
prajnaparamita], the marks are incomplete. 282 

Question. - How do generosity, etc., bring about the thirty-two marks? 

Answer. - When the danapati gives, the recipient (pratigrdhaka ) obtains five things: color (varna), strength 
( bala ), etc., 283 and profits from them; the donor ( ddyaka ) himself is marked with the sign of the wheel 
(caki~a) on his hands and feet, as has been fully described (p. 668F) in regard to the danaparamita. 

It is the same for the other perfections, morality ( sfla ), patience ( ksdnti ), etc.: each of them favors the thirty- 
two marks. [273c] 

What are these thirty-two marks? The mark consisting of having the soles of the feet well-planted 
(supratisthitapddata). For the rest of them (p. 272-279F), refer to the Ts ’an-p ’ou-sa p ’in 
(Bodhisattvastutiparivarta). 

Question. - For what reasons ( hetupratyaya ) does one get the mark consisting of having the sole of the foot 
well-planted? 

Answer. - 

[Mark no. 1]. - From lifetime to lifetime, the Buddha mindfully ( smrtimat ) and firmly ( sthamavat ) kept 
morality (sfla) and did not allow others to break it. For this karmic cause and condition, he obtained the 
first mark. This first mark means that he himself is unshakeable (cicala) in the Dharma. Had he become a 
noble cakravartin king, nobody in his kingdom could have attacked him. 

[Mark no. 2], - In accord with justice (saha dharmena ), he nourished and protected the populace, the 
wandering mendicants ( parivrdjaka ), the sramanas, etc. For this karmic cause and condition, he obtained 
the mark consisting of having thousand-spoked wheels [on the soles of his feet] ( adhastdt pddatalayos 
cakre jdte sahasrare). This mark lets him turn the wheel of the Dharma ( dharmacakra ). Had he become a 
noble cakravartin king, he would have turned the jewel of the wheel ( cakratna ). 


source. Above (p. 668-670F), the Trade shows how the virtue of generosity is foremost in the making of each of the 
thirty-two marks. 

282 The marks of the Bodhisattva prevail over those of a cakravartin in seven points: cf. p. 279-280F. 

283 Citation from Anguttara, III, p. 42; see above, p. 218F and 668F. 
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[Mark no. 3]. - He abstained from killing living beings (pranatipata ). For this karmic cause and condition, 
he obtained the mark of having long fingers ( dfrghanguli ). 

[Mark no. 4]. - He abstained from theft ( adattdddna ). For this cause and condition, he obtained the mark of 
having a broad heel (ayatapadaparsni). 

[Mark no. 5]. - By means of the four ways of winning people (samgrahavastu), he captivated people. For 
this cause and condition, he obtained the mark of having webbed hands and feet {jaldhgidihastapdda ). 

[Mark no. 6]. - He offered his teachers ( mahdmdtra, guru ) robes ( vastra), food ( annapdna ) and fine beds 
{sayandsana). For this karmic cause and condition, he obtained the mark of having soft and delicate hands 
and feet ( mrdutarunapdnipdda ). 

[Marks nos. 7, 13, 12]. - He developed the cultivation of merits (punyabhavana). For this karmic cause and 
condition, he obtained the marks of having a high instep ( utsangacarana ), single hairs arising from each of 
his pores ( ekaikaromakupebhya ekaikdni romani jdtdni) and hair standing up {urdhva.graroma). 

[Mark no. 8]. - In accord with the Dharma, he bequeathed all that he could contribute to the welfare and 
harmony and quickly taught it to people. This is why he obtained the mark of the marvelous ankles 
( jahghd) like those of Aineya, king of the antelopes ( mrgardja ). 

[Marks no. 9, 11]. - In accord with the Dharma, he gave pure things without troubling his beneficiary. This 
is why he obtained the mark of having arms that, when he was standing, reached his knees 
(sthitdnavanatdjdnupralambabahu), and the mark of having a broad body like the banyan tree 
( nyagrodhaparimandala ). 

[Mark no. 10]. - He always cultivated the sense of modesty and honor (hrirapatrapya), avoided lust 
( kdmamithydddra ) and practiced generosity by giving away houses (grha ), garments {vastra), rugs 
(praticchddana ), etc. This is why he obtained the mark of having his secret organs contained in a sheath 
{kosagatavastiguhya) like a stallion (djdneya ). 

[Marks no. 14, 15]. - He cultivated the concentration of loving-kindness ( maitrisamadhi ), purity of faith 
{sraddhavisuddhi), mental activity ( samtdnabdhulya ) 2S4 and distributed excellent alms-food {annapdna), 
garments. ( cfvara) and coverlets {sayandsana). This is why he obtained the marks of having a golden color 
(suvarnavarna) and a brilliance of an arm’s-width (v yamaprabha). 2S5 

[Mark no. 16]. - He always liked to consult, venerate and gather reverend and holy individuals {satpurusa). 
This is why he has obtained the mark of having a fine soft skin ( suksmacchavi ). 

[Marks no. 19, 18, 21]. - In order to settle matters in accord with the Dharma, he himself did not administer 
but delegated his powers of governing. This is why he obtained the marks of having the front part of his 
body like that of a lion {simhapurvdrdhakdya), his armpits rounded ( citdntardmsa) and his shoulders 
perfectly round {susamvrttasklandha). 


~ 84 According to the Mahavyut., no. 9429, the characters sin-to translate samtdnabdhulya. 

285 Adopting the variant tchang-kouang in place of ta-kouang. For this mark, see p. 454-456F. 
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[Mark no. 20]. - He respected his teachers ( mahamatra, guru), came to them and accompanied them. This 
is why he obtained the mark of having a great straight body ( brhadrjukdya ). 

[Mark no. 17]. - His gifts were perfect ( sampanna ) and copious ( paripurna ). This is why he obtained the 
mark of having the seven parts of his body rounded ( saptosada ). 

[Mark no. 25]. - There was no restriction in any of his gifts. This is why he obtained the mark of having a 
square jaw [like that of a lion] ( simhahanu ). 

[Marks no. 22, 23], - He abstained from malicious gossip (paisunyavdda ). This is why he obtained the 
mark of having forty teeth ( catvarimsaddanta ), the mark of having joined teeth ( aviraladanta ) and the 
secret mark of the teeth. 

[Mark no. 24]. - He always cultivated loving-kindness ( maitri ) and good thoughts ( manasikdra ). This is 
why he obtained the mark of having incomparably white teeth ( sukladanta ). 

[Mark no. 27]. - He abstained from falsehood ( mrsavada ). This is why he obtained the mark of having a 
wide thin tongue ( prabhutatanujihva). 

[Mark no. 26]. - He gave excellent food without troubling his recipient (pratigrdhaka). This is why he 
obtained the mark of having the best of flavors ( rasarasdgra ). 

[Mark no. 28]. - He abstained from harmful words ( parusyavada ). This is [214a] why he obtained the mark 
of having a brahmical voice ( brahmasvara ). 

[Marks no. 29, 30]. - He contemplated beings with a good mind ( kusalacitta ) and a kindly regard 
( priyadarsana ). This is why he obtained the marks of having deep blue eyes ( abhimlanetra ) and eyelashes 
like a cow ( gopaksmanetra). 

[Mark no. 31]. - He honored venerable individuals, he himself maintained discipline (, sila ) and taught it to 
people. This is why he obtained the mark of having a fleshy protuberance on his head (usmsasirsa). 

[Mark no. 32]. - He praised those who ought to be praised. This is why he obtained the mark of having a 
tuft of white hair (unm bhruvor madhye jdtd). 

According to the sravaka system, those are the karmic causes and conditions for the thirty-two marks and 
they are also the karmic causes and conditions for the thirty-two marks in the Mahayana. 


V. BODY WITH MARKS AND BODY WITHOUT MARKS 


Question. - The Buddhas of the ten directions (dasadigbuddha) and the dharmas of the three times 
(tiyadhvadarma) have, as their mark, being without marks ( alaksamlaksana ). One mark by itself is 
already unreal, let alone thirty-two marks. 
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Answer. - The attributes of the Buddha are of two kinds: i ) of conventional truth ( samvrtisatya ); ii ) of 
absolute truth ( paramarthasatya ). From the point of view of the conventional truth, we say that the Buddha 
has thirty-two marks; from the point of view of the absolute truth, we say that he is without marks. 

There are two paths ( mdrga ): i) the first commits beings to cultivate the path of merit ( punyamarga ); ii) the 
second is the path of wisdom (punyamarga ). For the path of merit, we say that the Buddha has thirty-two 
marks; for the path of wisdom, we say that he has no marks. 

In regard to the body of birth ( janmakdya ), we say that he has thirty-two marks; in regard to the body of 
Dharma ( dharmakaya ), we say that he has no marks. 

By its thirty-two major and eighty minor (anuvyanjana) marks, the body of the Buddha adorns ( alamkaroti ) 
the body of the Dharma; by its ten powers (bald), four fearlessnesses ( vaisaradya ), its four unhindered 
knowledges ( pratisamvid ), its eighteen special attributes (dvenikadharma) and other qualities ( guna ), it 
adorns beings. 

There are two kinds of causes and conditions (, hetupratyaya ): i) causes and conditions for merit ( punya ); ii) 
causes and conditions for wisdom ( prajna). In order to guide beings by means of the causes and conditions 
of merit, the Buddha uses the body endowed with the thirty-two marks; in order to guide beings by means 
of the causes and conditions for wisdom, he uses the Dharma body ( dharmakaya ). 

There are two kinds of beings ( sattva ): i) those who know that dharmas are pure designations (prajnapti ); 
ii) those who are attached to names ( ndmdbhinivista ). For beings attached to names, we say that the Buddha 
has no marks; for beings who take dharmas as pure designations, we say that the Buddha has thirty-two 
marks. 

Question. - But the ten powers ( bala ), the four fearlessnesses ( vaisaradya) and the other qualities each 
have their special mark; how can you say that the Dharma body is without marks? 

Answer. - Because they are associated with the sixteen aspects of the truths (sodasdkdra) and the three 
concentrations ( samddhi ), all the pure qualities ( andsravadharma) are said to be ‘without marks’. Wanting 
beings to penetrate them, the Buddha analyzed them in many ways and said that all the attributes of the 
Buddha, marked with the seal (mudrd) of emptiness ( sunyatd), signlessness (dnimitta) and wishlessness 
(i apranihita ), all partake in suchness ( tathatd), the fundamental element (dharmadhdtu), the pinnacle of the 
truth ( bhutakoti ). However, so that beings would rejoice and produce the mind of bodhi on seeing his body, 
the Buddha shows them his body adorned with the thirty-two marks. 

Moreover, in order to manifest his great superiority to all beings, the Buddha shows his thirty-two marks 
without, however, offending the principle of the absence of marks. 

[The horoscope of the Bodhisattva .]. 286 - On the seventh day after the birth of the Bodhisattva, he was 
wrapped in white woolen blankets and the experts in signs (laksanavaipancaka) were summoned. The 


286 This version is very close to that of the Mahavastu, II, p. 27,1. 1-39,1. 6. - On the nature of this horoscope, the 
simple prediction about the future of a child, see A. Foucher, La Vie du Bouddha, p. 57-60. - Comparative study of 
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latter, having consulted an old [274b] venerable book of signs, made a prediction and said to the king: 
“According to our diagrams, if the person who is endowed with the thirty-two marks stays at home, he will 
become a noble cakravartin king; if he leaves home, he will become a buddha. There are only these two 
possibilities, there is no third.” 287 When the experts in signs went away, the Bodhisattva fell asleep. 

[Theprediction of Asita]. 2 - Again, there was a rsi named A-sseu-t ’o (Asita) who said to King Tsing-fan 
(Suddhodana): “By means of my divine ear ( divyasrotra ), I heard the devas and yaksas announcing that 
king Suddhodana had just had a son endowed with the bodily marks of a buddha. That is why I have come 
to visit him.” 

The king was very happy and said: “This man is a noble rsi, come from afar to see my son.” He ordered his 
servants to go and get the crown prince ( kumdra ), but they said to the king: “The crown prince is sleeping.” 

Then Asita said: “Let the noble king invite everybody. Those who are satisfied with ambrosia (amrta) 
cannot sleep.” 289 . Saying this, he rose from his seat and went to get the crown prince. He took him in his 
arms, examined him from head to toe and, having examined him, burst into tears uncontrollably. 

Greatly moved, the king asked the expert in signs: “Is there something unfortunate that makes you weep 
like that?” The rsi answered: “If even the sky could rain down a mountain of diamonds ( vajra ), it would be 
unable to move a single hair of this child: how then could any misfortune menace this child? The crown 
prince will definitely become a Buddha. As for myself, in the evening of this present year, I will be reborn 
in the formless heavens (drupyasvarga) so that I will be unable either to see the Buddha or hear his 
teachings: that is why I am so sad.” 

The king said: “The experts in signs ( laksanavaipancaka ) did not come to one single solution: they said 
that if my son remained at home, he would become a noble cakravartin king and if he went forth from 
home he would become a Buddha.” Asita replied: “The experts in signs base themselves on worldly 
convention ( samvrti) and deductive knowledge (, anvayajndna ), and not on the divine eye ( divyackasus ). 
They know the holy books of prognosis but they do not know the future fully and completely. They 
consider the marks in general but are unable to interpret them clearly. That is why they say that if the crown 
prince remains at home he will become a noble cakravartin king but if he goes forth from home he will 


early sources, in A. Bareau, La Jeunesse du Buddha dans les Sutrapitaka et les Vinayapitaka anciens, BEGEO, LXI, 
1974, p. 209-213. -Illustrations in A. Foucher, AgbG, I, p. 296-300; G. Tucci, II trono di diamante, p. 71, 72-73. 

~ 87 Mahapadanasuttanta (DIgha, II, p. 16) and Mahavadanasutra (p. 95), in regard to Vipasyin: Ayam hi deva 
kumdro dvattimsa mahapurisalakkhanehi samanndgato yehi samannagatassa mahdpurissa dve gatiyo bhavanti 
ananna. sace agdram ajjhdvasati raja hoti cakkavatti... sace khopana agdrasmd anagariyampabbajati araham hoti 
sammasambuddho. 

288 References, p. 1344F, n. 2. 

i89 Cf. Lalitavistara, p. 103: Evam ukte ‘sito maharsf rdjdnam suddhodanam etad avocat /putras te Mahdrdj jatas 
tarn aham drastukdmci ihdgata iti //raja aha /svapitimaharse kumdro muhurtam dgamaya yavas utthasyatiti//rsir 
avocat / na maharaja tadrsd mahdpurusdsa ciratn svapanti jdgasasilds tddrsah satpurusd bhavanti / 

This detail is passed over in silence in the Mahavastu and the Nidanakatha. 
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become a Buddha. Now the thirty-two marks are indeed complete in the crown prince, clearly imprinted, 
very deep, pure and complete. He will certainly become a Buddha and not a cakravartin king.” 


By this, we know that the Buddha, by means of his thirty-two marks, is far superior to all beings. If we 
speak of the absence of marks, it is in order to destroy [the purely imaginary marks] such as the marks of 
eternity ( nitya ), purity (suci) and happiness ( sukha ), the marks of self (atman ), the marks of man ( purusa ) 
or woman (stri), of birth (jdti) or death ( marana ), etc. Thus, although the attributes of the Buddha have, as 
their mark, being without marks ( alaksanalaksana ), by manifesting his thirty-two marks, the Buddha leads 
beings to recognize the primacy ( paramata) and to experience pure faith (prasdda ) toward him. Speaking 
of the thirty-two marks is not a fault ( dosa ). 


VI. JUSTIFICATION OF THE NUMBER OF MARKS 90 


Question. - Why assume thirty-two marks, no more and no less? 

Answer. - Assuming more or assuming less would provoke difficulties in either case. 

Furthermore, the body of the Buddha is six arm-spans (v ydmci) in height. If he had less than thirty-two 
marks, they would not extend on all sides and would insufficiently ornament him; if he had more than 
thirty-two marks, they would [274c] be disorderly in arrangement. It is like jewels adorning the body: even 
if a large quantity of pearls ( mani ) is used, it is not fitting to be overloaded with necklaces ( keyura, niska). 
This is why the target ( laksya ) is reached with exactly thirty-two marks. 


290 This subject has already been treated above, p. 280F. The author is faithfully following the Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 
177, p. 889al2-19: Why are there precisely thirty-two laksana, no more and no less (dvatrimsad eva mddhikdrti 
nalpataranip. The venerable Parsva says: Adding or subtracting from them would in both cases be a difficulty: 
exactly thirty-two are necessary so as not to contradict the nature of things ( dharmata'). Others say: The number 
thirty-two is generally considered in the world to be a favorable number and nothing should be added to it or 
subtracted from it. Others say: If thirty-two marks adorn the Buddha’s body, the latter enjoys incomparable 
superiority in the world: if he had fewer, he would be lacking; if he had more, he would be untidy; in both cases, it 
would not look good. Just as one can neither add nor subtract from the Buddha’s attributes, so it is for his laksana : 
there is no deficiency to increase and surplus to decrease.” 

This is the traditional opinion in regard to the variety of the marks and their number. It could convince 
only the Indians, and it left foreigners skeptical. Its subjective nature did not escape the author of the Traite, at least 
according to one of his Chinese or Serindian interpreters. In fact, he will comment in k. 88, p. 684a-b that the 
Buddha takes into consideration the preferences of beings to be converted and local customs to manifest one 
particular mark rather than another. There are countries, he says, where the Buddha manifested sometimes myriads 
of marks, sometimes an incalculable number of marks, and sometimes fifty-six or thirty-four marks. When he 
confonns to the taste of India, he manifests thirty-two major and eighty minor marks. 
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Finally, if this small number of marks really adorned him imperfectly, the Buddha still has eighty minor 
marks ( anuvyanjana ): going beyond that would not be appropriate. 

Question. - If eighty minor marks must be added, why not call them ‘marks’ and why give them the special 
name of ‘minor marks’? 

Answer. - The marks adorn the body particularly, and to mention these major marks is to imply the minor 
ones. 

Moreover, the major marks are coarse ( sthula ) whereas the minor marks are fine ( suksma ). When beings 
see the Buddha they see his major marks; the minor marks, on the other hand, are hard to see. 

Finally, the major marks are commonly obtained by other men. The minor marks are sometimes shared 
(samanya) and sometimes special (dvenika). This is why we speak of the major and minor marks 
separately. 


VII. WHY IS THE BUDDHA ADORNED WITH NON-EXISTENT MARKS? 


Question. - The Buddha cut through the mark of existence ( sattvalaksana ), the mark of substantial self 
(dtmalaksana ) absolutely ( atyantam ) and was satisfied with the mark of empty ( sunya ) dharmas. Why then 
does he adorn his body in the manner of those who seize characteristics ( nimittdny udgurhnanti )? 

Answer. - If the Buddha adorned just his mind (citta) with wonderful attributes, 291 and if his body were 
lacking the major and minor marks, some beings capable of being converted ( vaineyasattva ) would mistake 
him under the pretext that the Buddha is without bodily marks. They would not welcome the 
Buddhadharma with open hearts. Thus, if one filled a dirty bowl ( asucibhajana ) with choice food, the latter 
would not be appreciated by people; and if one filled a stinking goatskin ( durgandhajina ) with precious 
things, those who received them would be miserable. This is why the Buddha adorns his body with the 
thirty-two marks. 

Moreover, often the Buddha utters the lion’s roar in the great assembly ( mahdparsadi simhanadam 
nadati ) 292 and states that, among men, all his qualities are superior. If the Buddha did not adorn his body of 
birth (janmakdya ) with the major and minor marks, some would say: “His body is ugly (, durvarna ); why 
believe him?” When the Buddha adorns his body with the thirty-two major and eighty minor marks, there 
are still people who do not believe him. What would it be like if he did not adorn his body with the major 
and minor marks? 


291 The punctuation of the Traite is defective: the period should be placed between sin and chen. The attributes with 
which the Buddha adorns his mind go from the ten powers ( bala ) to great loving-kindness ( mahamatri ) and great 
compassion (mahakaruna); they have been discussed in chapters XXXIX to XLII (at the beginning). 

292 Cf.p. 1594-1598F. 
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Finally, the attributes of the Buddha are very profound ( gambhtra ) for they are eternally destroyed 
(nityaniruddhatvdt ). Fanatical madmen, beings do not believe in them and do not accept them; they say that 
in this destruction of the body ( kdyanirodha ), nothing is to be had. That is why the Buddha uses his broad 
tongue (prabhutajihvd) and his brahmic voice ( brahmasvara ) emits great rays of light from his body 
( mahdrasmin niscarayati ) and, by means of all sorts of nidanas and avadanas, teaches his marvelous 
attributes. 293 Seeing the majesty of the physical marks of the Buddha and hearing his [brahmic] voice, 
beings rejoice in them and believe. 

Moreover, the ornaments are internal (adhyatmika) or external ( bdhya ). The meditations ( dhydna ), 
absorptions ( samdpatti ), wisdom (prajnd) and other qualities ( guna ) are internal ornaments. The majesty of 
the physical marks and the perfections of morality ( silasampad) are external ornaments. Inwardly and 
outwardly the Buddha is perfect. 

Finally, out of compassion for all beings, the Buddha appeared (prddurbhavati ) in the world. By means of 
his qualities of wisdom, etc., he benefits beings of sharp faculties ( tiksnendriya ); by utilizing his physical 
marks, he benefits beings of weak faculties ( mrdvindriya ). By the adornment of his mind (cilia), he [275a] 
opens the door to nirvana; by the adornment of his body, he opens the door to godly and human happiness. 
By the adornment of his body he establishes beings in all the three meritorious activities 
( punyakriydvastu ); 294 by the adornment of his mind, he establishes beings in the three gates of deliverance 
( vimoksamukha ). By the adornment of his body, he pulls beings out of the three bad destinies ( durgati); by 
the adornment of his mind, he pulls beings out of the prison of the threefold world ( traidhdtuka ). 

It is in view of these immense benefits that the Buddha adorns his body of birth with the major and minor 
marks (janmakdya ) 


See above, p. 456F, the manifestations that precede the preaching of the Prajnaparamitasutra. 
294 See DIgha, III, p. 218; Anguttara, IV, p. 241; Kosa, IV, p. 321. 
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Bodhisattvakula 

Fourth Section BEING BORN INTO THE FAMILY OF THE 
BODHISATTVAS, ETC. 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 23,1. 2-3, 5-6; Satasahasrika, p. 72,1. 2, 5, 7). - The bodhisattva-mahasattva 
who wishes to be bom into the family of the bodhisattvas, to attain the level of the crown prince and to 
never be separated from the Buddhas must practice the perfection of wisdom ( Bodhisattvena mahasattvena 
upapattukamena, kumarabhumim anupraptukamena, buddlmir avirahitena bhavitukdmena 
prajndpdramitdyam siksitavyam). 

Sastra. - 

I. BEING BORN INTO THE FAMILY OF THE BODHISATTVAS 


“The family of the bodhisattvas”. 295 - If someone produces a very profound mind of profound great 
compassion ( mahdkarundcitta ) towards beings, he takes birth in the bodhisattva family. In the same way 
when one is born into a royal family, no one dares to despise you; furthermore, you fear neither hunger nor 
thirst ( ksutpipdsd), cold nor heat ( sftosna ), etc. It is the same for the one who enters into the assurance 
( niyama ) of bodhisattva and is born into the family of the bodhisattvas: because he is the child of the 
Buddha, devas, nagas, yaksas, satpurusas, etc., do not dare to scorn him but increase their veneration 
{arcana); he does not fear the bad destinies ( durgati ) or the lower places among gods or men; he is not 
afraid that the sravakas, pratyekabuddhas or heretical masters ( upadesdcdiya ) will come to destroy his 
resolution (dsaya). 

Furthermore, from his first production of the mind of bodhi (prathamacittotpdda ), the bodhisattva makes 
the following vow ( pranidhana ): “Starting from today onward, I will not follow any bad thought 
{akusalacitta)\ I wish only to save all beings and to attain supreme complete enlightenment 
(anuttarasamyaksambodhi)." 

Furthermore, the bodhisattva who knows that the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas is unborn 
(anutpdda) and unceasing ( anirodha ) acquires the conviction that dharmas do not arise 
{anutpattikadharmaksdnti)\ henceforth he is definitively settled in the position of the bodhisattva 
(bodhisattvaniyama). 


295 Just as there are two kinds of avaivartika bodhisattvas (cf. p. 1804F). so there are two kinds of birth in the family 
of the bodhisattvas: the first is when the practitioner produces the thought of bodhi for the first time and thus enters 
the first bhumi of his career; the second birth, the definitive one, is when the bodhisattva attains 
anutpattikadharmaksanti and thus enters into the eighth bhumi. It is this second birth that the Sutra has in mind here. 
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296 297 • • • 

[ Visesacintibrahmapariprcchd\. - Thus the Buddha’ said in the Tche-sin king (Visesacintisutra): “When 

I saw the Buddha Ting-kouang (Dipamkara), I obtained the conviction that dharmas do not arise and I 
completely fulfilled ( paryapuram ) the six perfections (pdramitd ). Prior to that moment, I did not really 
possess generosity, discipline, etc.” 298 

Furthermore, the bodhisattva has the following thought: “Suppose that kalpas as numerous as the sands of 
the Ganges ( gangdnadfvdlukopamakalpa ) were only one day and one night, that thirty of these days were a 
month, that twelve of these months were a year, that the number of these years were more than a hundred 
thousand myriads of hundreds of thousands of kalpas and that finally there appeared a single Buddha in 
whose presence a bodhisattva would offer his homage (pujd), observe morality ( sila ) and accumulate 
qualities ( guna ). Suppose, moreover, that such Buddhas, in number as many as the sands of the Ganges 
[followed one another] and that afterwards only this bodhisattva receives the prediction (v yakarana) of 
someday becoming buddha, well then, the mind of this bodhisattva would show neither laziness ( kausidya ) 
nor discouragement (laya) nor weariness ( nirveda ), and he would fulfill all the practices of his estate 
completely.” 

Furthermore, the bodhisattva experiences loving-kindness ( maitri ) and compassion (karund) toward beings 
predestined to perdition ( mithydtvaniyata) and guilty of the five misdeeds of immediate retribution 
(dnantarya ) and toward people who have broken the roots of good ( kusalamula ), and he introduces them 
into the right path without waiting for their gratitude ( krtyajnatd ). 

Furthermore, from his first production of the mind of bodhi ( prathamacittotpada ), the bodhisattva is no 
longer enveloped by or ruined by the conflicting emotions (klesa). 

Furthermore, although he contemplates the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas, the bodhisattva no 
longer experiences any attachment ( abhinivesa ) towards this consideration. [275b] 

Furthermore, the bodhisattva always spontaneously ( svarasena ) offers words of truth (satyavacana) and, 
even in his sleep ( svapna ), tells no lies (: mrsdvdda ). 

Furthermore, for the bodhisattva, all the visible forms (rupa) that he sees are visions of the Buddha, but by 
the power of the concentration of recollection of the Buddhas ( buddhdnusmrtisamddhi ), he is not attached 
to these visions. 

Furthermore, seeing all beings wandering in the sufferings of samsara, the bodhisattva is not attached to 
any happiness and forms only the following aspiration ( pranidhdna ): “When will all beings and myself be 
saved?” 


296 For this sutra which the Traite cites under different titles, see p. 1268-1269F, note. 

’ 97 Adopting the version fo in place of ts ’ien. 

298 Visesacintin, T 586, k. 2, p. 46a22; T 587, k. 3, p. 78al3. The future Sakyamuni, at the end of the second 
asamkhyeyakalpa of his career, while he was still the brahmacarin Sumedha, Megha or Sumati, met the buddha 
Dipamkara and from him received the prediction: see above, p. 248F, n. 2. 
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Furthermore, the bodhisattva is not attached to precious objects and rejoices only in the Three Jewels 
(, triratna ). 

Furthermore, the bodhisattva has always cut through lust ( rdga ) until he no longer has either the memory 
( smrti) of it or the notion ( samjna) of it; how could it have any reality for him? 

Furthermore, beings who see the bodhisattva attain the concentration of loving-kindness ( maitnsamadhi ) 
immediately. Furthermore, the bodhisattva has reduced all teachings into ‘the teachings of the Buddha’ and 
the various classifications (ndndvisesa ) such as ‘teachings of the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas’ or 
‘teachings of the tlrthikas’ no longer exist for him. 

Finally, having analyzed all the teachings, the bodhisattva feels neither the notion of true teachings 
(i dharmasamjhd) nor the notion of false teachings (adharmasamjna) towards them. 299 

These are the innumerable reasons why “he is born into the family of the bodhisattvas”. 

Question. - From his first production of the mind of bodhi (prathamdcittotpdda ), the bodhisattva has 
already been born into the family of the bodhisattvas. The why does the Prajnaparamitasutra here speak 
about the bodhisattva who, wishing to be born into the family of the bodhisattvas, must practice the 
perfection of wisdom? 

Answer. - The family of the bodhisattvas ( bodhisattvakula) is of two kinds: i) the family with regression 
(savivartana) and the family without regression ( avaivartika ); ii ) the nominal family and the real family; 
Hi) the pure family and the mixed family; iv) the family strong in faith ( sraddhasdratd) and the family 
without strength. It is the ‘family without regressions’ and so on up to the ‘family strong in faith’ that the 
bodhisattva wishes to obtain. This is the sense in which the Prajnaparamita here says that ’’the bodhisattva 
who wishes to be born into the family of the bodhisattvas must practice the prajnaparamita”. 


Kumarakabhumi 

II. OBTAINING THE LEVEL OF THE KUMARAKA 


“The bodhisattva wishes to obtain the level of Kumaraka.” 300 

1. Some bodhisattvas, from their first production of the mind of bodhi (prathamacittotpdda ), have 
destroyed lust ( samucchinnardga ) and, up to their acceding to supreme complete enlightenment 


299 See Kolopamasutra of the Majjhima, I, p. 135, already cited above, p. 64F and to which the Traite will refer 
again, k. 31, p. 290c22; 295b29; k. 85, p. 657a2. 

300 Kumara or kumarakabhumi is one of the many tenns used to designate the eighth bhumi, the Acalabhumi. These 
terns are expounded and justified in the Dasabhumika, p. 71,1. 11-17 (T 285, k. 4, p. 483c25-484a2; T 286, k. 3, p. 
522b 15-21; T 287, k. 6, p. 561b24-c2): avivartya, durasada, kumara, janma, parinispanna, parinisthita, nirmana, 
adhisthana and andbhogabhumi . Kumarabhumi, because it is beyond reproach. 
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(i anuttarasamyaksambodhi ), are always in the position of bodhisattva ( bodhisattvaniyama ): 301 this is called 
kumarakabhumi (level of the child). 

2. Furthermore, some bodhisattvas have made the following aspiration (pranidhdna ): “From lifetime to 
lifetime as a kumara (an unblemished child), I will go forth from home, I will practice the path ( mdrga ) and 
1 will have no worldly sexual relations ( maithuna )”: this is called the kumarabhumi (level of the 
unblemished child). 

3. Furthermore, a king’s son ( rdjaputra ) is called kumaraka (crown prince). The Buddha is the king of the 
Dharma ( dhannardja ) and, from his entry into certainty of the supreme law 

(i dharmasamyaktvaniydmdvakrdntiy 02 up to the tenth bhiimi inclusively, the bodhisattva is called ‘prince 
with the right of succession to the state of Buddhahood’. 

Thus Manjusri, with his ten powers ( dasabala ), his four fearlessnesses (caturvaisaradya), etc., completely 
carries out buddha activity ( buddhakdrya ), dwells in kumarakabhumi (the level of the crown prince) and 
saves beings everywhere. 

4. Furthermore, a boy who is over four years old but not yet twenty years old is called kumaraka 
(adolescent). The bodhisattva who has just been born into the family of bodhisattvas is like a baby {bald). 
But as soon as he obtains the acquiescence that dharmas do not arise {anutpattikadharmaksdnti) and up to 
the tenth bhiimi inclusive, he eliminates all bad things: this is what is called kumarabhiimi (level of the 
adolescent). [275c] 

If one wishes to obtain that level, it is necessary to practice the perfection of wisdom. 


Buddhavirahitata 

III. NEVER BEING SEPARATED FROM THE BUDDHAS 


“The bodhisattva wishes never to be separated from the Buddhas.” - In all the lifetimes into which he is 
reborn, the bodhisattva always meets the Buddhas. 

1. Benefits of the presence of the Buddhas 


Question. - The bodhisattva must convert beings. Why does he want always to meet the Buddhas? 


301 Here p ’ou-sa-tao renders the Sanskrit bodhisattyvaniyama. Sometimes the character tao used by Kumarajiva has 
as correspondent ties par hgyur ba = niyama in the Tibetan versions: cf. Suramgamasamadhisutra, transl. p. 122, n. 
13. 

302 For the bodhisattva this niyamdvakrdnti is in the eighth bhumi. 
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Answer. - Some bodhisattvas have not entered into the certainty of the bodhisattva ( bodhisattvaniydma ) 
and have not received the special prediction ( vydkaranavisesa ) reserved for the non-regressing 
( avaivartika ) bodhisattvas. 303 This is why, if they wander away from the Buddhas, they destroy their roots 
of good ( kusalamula ), fall into the afflictive emotions ( klesa ) and, unable to save themselves, how could 
they save others? They are like a sailor who, in a storm, tries to save the others but himself falls into the 
water. A little bit of boiling water poured onto a great frozen pool melts only a little place and soon itself 
changes into ice. It is the same for a bodhisattva who, not yet having entered into the certainty 
(i dharmaniyama ), would stray from the Buddhas. Equipped with limited qualities ( alpaguna ), lacking 
power in skillful means ( updyabala ), he wants to convert beings but, even though rendering small services, 
he himself takes a tumble. This is why a beginning (adikarmika) bodhisattva cannot stray from the 
Buddhas. 

Question. - If that is so, why is he not advised him to stay away from the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas? 
The sravakas and pratyekabuddhas would also be able to render service to the bodhisattva. 

Answer. - The bodhisattva has the great mind ( mahdcitta ) [of bodhi]. Although they have the benefit 
(upakdra) of nirvana, the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas do not have omniscience ( sarvajnd) and 
consequently cannot guide the bodhisattva. By their knowledge of all the aspects (sarvakarajnat a), the 
Buddhas alone can guide the bodhisattva. 

Thus when an elephant gets stuck in the mud, no animal other than an elephant can pull him out. It is the 
same for the bodhisattva; if he engages in a bad path ( amdrga ), only the Buddhas can put him back onto the 
great Path. This is why the Prajnaparamita speaks of the bodhisattva here ‘never wishing to be separated 
from the Buddhas.” 

Moreover, the bodhisattva has the following thought: “Not having the Buddha eye ( buddhacaksus ), I am no 
different from a blind man ( andha ). If I am not guided by the Buddhas, I will be committed to dead-ends. 
But if people hear the Buddha dharma, finding themselves abroad, they will be ignorant of the time for 
conversion (paripacana ) and the exact number of rules of conduct (pratipatti ).” 

Moreover, the bodhisattva who sees the Buddhas acquires all kinds of benefits ( ndndvidhopakdra ). When 
he sees them with his eyes, his mind is purified and when he hears their words, he is pleased with the 
Dharma and acquires great wisdom (mahaprajnd). Acting in accordance with the Dharma, he finds 
liberation ( vimukti ). Since meeting with the Buddhas brings him these immense benefits, why would he not 
ardently seek to see the Buddhas? 

The new-born baby {bald) cannot be separated from its mother. The traveler (pdnthaka ) cannot be 
separated from his gear; in times of great heat, he does not avoid the cold wind or icy water; in times of 
great cold, he does not flee from fire; in order to cross deep water, he does not leave his boat behind. The 
sick person does not renounce good medicine. The bodhisattva has many more good reasons not to wander 


303 This is a matter of the anutpattikadharmaksdntilabdhasammukhavydkarana, the prediction conferred in the 
presence of and for the benefit of a bodhisattva of the eighth bhumi who has obtained the conviction that dhannas do 
not arise. 
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away from the Buddhas. Why? Father, mother, relatives, friends, humans, gods, etc., are far from equaling 
the Buddhas in kind deeds. It is [276a] thanks to the kind deeds of the Buddhas that the bodhisattvas escape 
from the places of suffering and are established in the lands of the Blessed Ones. 

For these reasons, the bodhisattva never strays away from the Buddhas. 

Question. - Conditioned dharmas ( samskrtadharma ) are deceivers ( visamvadaka ), unreal and do not merit 
belief. How then can one hope never to stray away from the Buddhas? 

Answer. - In order to become Buddha, it is necessary that merit ( punya ) and wisdom ( prajna) be fulfilled 
( sampanna ), and a fortiori not to become separated from the Buddhas. 

As a result of sins (dpatti) accumulated during innumerable kalpas, beings do not come to realize their 
aspirations ( pranidhana ). If they gain in merit, their wisdom is slender (tana), and if they cultivate wisdom, 
their merit is slender: this is why their aspirations are not realized. 

The bodhisattva who seeks the bodhi of the Buddhas must cultivate two patiences ( ksanti ): i) patience in 
regard to beings (sattvaksdnti)', ii) patience in regard to things ( dharmaksdnti ). 304 Cultivating patience 
toward beings, he experiences the feelings of loving-kindness (maitrt) and compassion (karuna) for all 
beings, he destroys the sins committed during numberless kalpas and he gains immense merit (punya). 
Cultivating patience toward things, he destroys the ignorance (avidyd) relating to things and acquires 
immense wisdom (prajna). Once these two cultivations are joined, how could his wishes not be realized? 
This is why, from lifetime to lifetime, the bodhisattva does not stray away from the Buddhas. 

Moreover, the bodhisattva is always happy to recollect the Buddha. When he leaves one body to take up 
another, he always gets to meet the Buddhas. 

Thus a being who has cultivated lust (rdgacarita) and whose mind is weighed down takes on the body of a 
lustful bird, such as a peacock (mayura) or a duck (cakravdka), etc. A being who has cultivated hatred 
(dvesa) is inevitably reborn among the poisonous species such as wicked dragons (ndga), raksasas, 
centipedes (satapadin), venomous snakes (dsfvisa), etc. The bodhisattva himself has no ambition for the 
fate of a noble cakravartin king or human or divine happiness: he recollects only the Buddhas; this is why 
he assumes the forms to which he attaches the greatest weight. 

Finally, the bodhisattva always practices the concentration of the recollection of the Buddhas 
(buddhdnusmrtisamadhi) splendidly; 305 this is why, wherever he is reborn, he always meets the Buddhas. 

\Pratyutpannabuddhasammukhdvasthitasamddhisutra\.- Thus it is said in the Pan-tcheou san-mei 
(Pratyutpannasamadhi): “The ‘By what karmic cause and condition does one get to be reborn in that field 
(, ksetra )?’ - The Buddha answered: “Son of good family (kulaputra), by always practicing the 


304 Cf. p. 865F. 

305 Distinct from the simple commemoration of the Buddha (p. 1340-1361F), this samadhi of the ‘commemoration 
of the Buddhas’ according to the Mahayana is to ’commemorate all the Buddhas of the ten directions and the three 
times present in innumerable buddha-fields’: see above, p. 409-415F. 
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concentration of recollecting the Buddha and ceaselessly thinking about it, one gets to be born in my 
field .” 306 

2. Subjective nature of the appearance of the Buddhas 307 

306 Pan-tsheou-san-mei king, T 418, k. 1, p. 905b8-14. This sutra is known by four Chinese translations (T 416-419) 
and one Tibetan translation (Tib. Trip., vol. 32, no. 801). In China at the end of the 4 th century, it contributed to the 
development of the cult of Amita. On this subject, see P. Demieville, La Yogacarabhumi de Sahgharaksa, BEFEO, 
XLIV, 1954, p. 353-355, 431-432. 

307 The meeting of the bodhisattva with the buddhas of the three times and the ten directions is a purely subjective 
phenomenon: the buddhas do not come to the bodhisattva and the bodhisattva does not go to the buddhas. The 
phenomenon occurs at two times: a vision and a reflection. 

A. The bodhisattva enters into the ‘concentration of the recollection of the buddhas’ 

(buddhdnusmrtisamddhi ) and sees them in mind ( cittena ), not in any mind whatsoever, but according to the very 
words of the sutras (Majjhima, I, p. 23, etc.) ”in concentrated, purified, cleansed, stainless mind rid of minor stains, 
softened, amenable, stable mind that has reached immovability” ( samahita citte parisuddhe pariyodate anahgane 
vigatupakkilese mudubhute kammaniye thite anejjappatte). He directs it to and fixes it on the body of the Buddha, a 
body of the color of gold, luminous, endowed with the major and minor marks. Because the mind of the bodhisattva 
is pure, it receives the image of the body of the Buddha like the mirror of clear water reflects the face of the person 
who is looking into it. The image of the Buddha impresses the mind of the bodhisattva so that he ceases to see any 
other object and any other color. He remains fixed in contemplation before the red gold {kanaka) surrounded by 
beryl ( vaidutya) representing the buddhas. He enters into conversation with them, asks them questions and hears 
their answers. Subjective though it may be, this meeting with the buddhas plunges him into rapture ( mudita ). 

These practices of autosuggestion are not new to Buddhism. The sravakas already used a whole arsenal of 
practices where the directed will ( adhimoksa) overtakes objectivity and allows the seeing of things not as they are 
but as one wants to see them. During the course of the Apramanas or the Brahmaviharas, for the purification of 
one’s own mind, they consider beings of the ten directions in turn as happy, rejoicing or miserable when similar 
generalizations are, to say the least, unlikely. The practice of the eight vimoksas, the eight abhibhvayatanas and the 
ten krtsnayatanas allows the ascetic to substitute the vision of external objects for that of the internal objects and vice 
versa, to contemplate the universe under the form of a single element (earth, water, fire or wind) or under the aspect 
of a single color (blue, yellow, red or white), of bringing everything to the notion of space, infinite consciousness or 
nothingness, and finally to eliminate the notions and sensations without a residue. The ascetic having entered into 
the asubhabhdvand finally sees the cosmos in the fonn of a gigantic skeleton. Subjectivism is pushed so far that the 
theoreticians attribute to the parinamanarddhi the power of really transforming things, for example, of changing 
stone into gold. In a word, samadhi is the triumph of the arbitrary over reality. But if, with use, the arbitrary is 
revealed as being useful and beneficial, it is appropriate to use it provisionally even if it means abandoning it 
definitively a posteriori. 

B. The bodhisattva who has ‘met’ the buddhas in the course of the buddhdnusmrtisamddhi ends up by 
coming out of samadhi without losing, for all that, the results of the experience that he has undergone. He retains the 
memories of the meetings he has had with the buddhas and eventually writes them down in a book ( pustakam 
karoti). We think this is the origin of the enormous literature of the Mahayanasutras that flooded Buddhism during 
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Question. - How does this concentration of the recollection of the Buddhas ( buddhanusmrtisamadhi ) bring 
about being born in that field? 

Answer. - ‘Recollecting the Buddha’ is to meditate on his thirty-two major marks and his eighty minor 
marks (, anuvyanjana ), on his golden colored body ( suvarnavarna kayo), on the rays ( rasmi ) that shine forth 
from his body and fill the ten directions, on the clarity and purity of his brilliance like the molten gold of 
the Jambu river ( jdmbunadasuvarna ). The Buddha is like Sumeru, king of the mountains, in the middle of 
the great sea, which, at the moment the sun shines on it, illuminates everything . 308 


the first centuries of our era. Between the sutras of the Tripitaka compiled by the sravakas at the beginnings of 
Buddhism and the Vaipulyasutras that accumulated over the course of time, there is the major difference that the 
fonner were collected from the very mouth ( kantoktci) of the historical Buddha Sakyamuni whereas the latter came 
from a meeting in samadhi with the buddhas of the three times and ten directions. Without saying anything about the 
value of the teachings they contain, we can simply state that the sutras of the Tripitika transmit historical evidence 
whereas the Vaipulya sutras tell of a mystical experience. 

The Mahayanists who benefit from this experience do not believe in the objectivity of their meeting with 
the buddhas. Having come out of concentration, they first establish that the buddhas came from nowhere and that 
they themselves have gone nowhere, that it is only to the extent that they have thought they have seen the buddhas. 
And each of them says: “It is by means of mind ( citta ) that I have seen the buddhas; it is by means of the mind that I 
have fabricated the buddhas. The mind is the buddhas; the mind is myself.” 

Following their reasoning, they establish that, contrary to the common way of speaking, consciousness 
(vijnana ) does not discriminate ( na vijnanati), mind does not cognize itself, does not see itself, and to cling to the 
nature of mind is fundamentally ignorance ( ajnana). Pushing to their ultimate conclusions the criticisms raised by 
the Sautrantikas against mental operations (cf. Kosa, I, p. 86; IX, p. 280), the Prajnaparamitas (Astasahasrika, p. 37- 
40; Pancavimsati, p. 121-122; Satasahasrika, p. 495) affirm that the mind is the opposite of mind ( cittam acittam), 
that in this absence of mind, existence or non-existence of the mind does not occur and is not perceived 
(iatracittataydm astita va nastita va na vidyate nopalabhyate), that this absence of mind excluding all modification 
and all concept constitutes the very nature of everything ( avikara avikalpd acittataya sarvadharmanam dharmata). 
In this view, “the bodhisattva penetrates the true nature of things ( dharmdndm bhutalaksanam) which is none other 
than eternal emptiness ( nityasunyata ).” 

In samadhi, the bodhisattva meets the buddhas, converses with them and enjoys their presence; by means 
of prajna he penetrates the emptiness of beings and things by virtue of which nobody meets anybody and nothing is 
said about things that are neither existent nor non-existent. Supported by the two wings of samadhi and prajna, the 
bodhisattva takes flight like a garuda, king of the birds which soars supremely in empty space. 

308 Compare this common passage incessantly repeated in the Sarvastivadin Avadanas (Avadanasataka, I. p. 3; 
Divyavadana, p. 46. 3tc.): Atha... bhagavantam dadarsa dvdtrimsatd mahdpurusalaksanaih samalankrtam asityd 
canuvyanjanair virhdjitagdtram vyamaprabhdlankrtam suryasahasratirekaprabham jangamam iva ratnaparvatam 
samantato bhadrakam. - Then N... saw the Blessed One adorned with the thirty-two major marks of the Great Man, 
his body resplendent with the eighty minor marks, adorned with a halo, one arm-span in width, with a brilliance 
surpassing a thousand suns, like a mountain of jewels in movement, captivating in every way. 
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During this concentration, the yogin loses the notion ( samjna) of other colors ( rupa ) - the colors of the 
mountains, earth, forests, etc. in space he sees only the bodily marks If the Buddhas, marks like an 
appearance of molten gold ( kanaka ) in the center of a real beryl ( vaidurya ). 

A bhiksu who has entered onto the meditation on the horrible ( asubhabhdvana ) see only bloated bodies 
( vyddhmdtaka ), putrified ( vipuyaka ), torn apart ( vidhutaka ), finally seeing nothing other than a skeleton 
(i asthisataka ). 309 This [276b] skeleton is immobile ( akdraka ); it comes from nowhere and it goes nowhere 
{na kutascid dgacchati, na kvacid gacchati): the bhiksu sees this skeleton by means of his memory 
(anusmarana) and as a concept {samjna). In the same way, the bodhisattva-mahahasattva who has entered 
into the concentration of the recollection of the Buddhas ( buddhdnusmrtisamddhi ) sees the Buddhas insofar 
as he has concentrated his mind ( cittasamddhdndt ) and insofar as his mind is pure (cittavisuddhitvat). 

When a person whose body is adorned with ornaments looks into a mirror (ddarsa ) or clear water, he sees 
all his ornaments without exception. In the mirror of the clear water, there is no real (dkrti ) form but, since 
it is clear and limpid, the person contemplates his own image therein {pratikrti ). From the very beginning, 
the dharmas [of Buddha] are eternally pure {nityavisuddha) and it is by means of his well purified mind 
{suparisuddhacitta) that the bodhisattva sees all the Buddhas at will (yatheccham ). He questions them 
about his doubts (samsaya), and the Buddhas answer his questions. Hearing the words of the Buddhas, the 
bodhisattva experiences great joy (mudita). 

Emerging from concentration {samddher vyutthitah), the bodhisattva has the following thought: “From 
where do the Buddhas come when I myself have gone nowhere?” At that very moment, he knows that the 
Buddhas have come from nowhere and that he himself has gone nowhere. - Once again he has the 
following thought: “Everything that exists in the threefold world {traidhdtukd) has been manufactured by 
the mind {citta). Why? It is insofar as I have thought in my mind that I have seen all these Buddhas. It is by 
means of the mind that I have seen the Buddhas; it is by means of the mind that I have created the Buddhas. 
Mind is the Buddhas; mind is myself.” 

And yet the mind cannot cognize itself and does not see itself. Clinging to the nature of the mind 
{cittanimittdndm udgrahanam ) is fundamentally ignorance {ajndna). The mind itself is deception (mrsa) 
and comes from ignorance ( avidyd). By separating from his deceptive and erroneous nature of mind, the 
bodhisattva penetrates into the true nature of things {dharmdnam bhutalaksana or dharmata), namely, 
eternal emptiness ( nityasunayatd). 

The bodhisattva thus obtains the concentration of the recollection of the Buddhas {buddhdnusmrtisamddhi) 
and wisdom ( prajnd) [about the true nature, the emptiness of things]. By the power of these two factors 
{samskara), he comes to never be separated from the Buddhas at will {yatheccham ) and according to his 
wishes (yathdpranidhdnam ). In the same way that the garuda, king of the birds, furnished with two wings 
(paksa ), soars supremely in space (dkdsa), so the bodhisattva, in his present lifetime {ihajanmani), by 
means of the power of concentration and wisdom, is able to pay homage to the Buddhas at will and, after 
his death, he is able to meet the Buddhas again. 


See above, p. 1316F seq. 
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This is why the Prajnaparamitasutra says here that “the bodhisattva who wishes to never be separated from 
the Buddhas must practice the perfection of wisdom.” 
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CHAPTER XL VI (p. 193 IF) VENERATING WITH THE 

ROOTS OF GOOD 


Buddhapuja 

First Section HONORING ALL THE BUDDHAS 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 23,1. 15-18; Satasahasrika, p. 72,1. 11-15). - The bodhisattva-mahasattva who 
wishes to have at his disposal the roots of good capable of honoring, venerating, respecting and praising all 
the Buddhas as he wishes should practice the perfection of wisdom ( Bodhisattvena mahdsattvena yair 
kusalamulair dkdnkset sarvabuddhdn pujayitum satkartum gurukartum varnayitum tdni me kusalamulani 
samrdhyeyur iti prajndpdramitdyam siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

I. THE DESIRE TO OFFER 


[276c] The bodhisattva who gets to be never separated from the Buddhas must honor them {pujayitum ); if 
he meets the Buddhas and has nothing to offer them, he is very unhappy. 

[Offering ofSumati ]. 3 - Thus the bodhisattva Siu-mo-t’i (Sumati), in the Ts’in language “Good Intellect”, 
seeing the Buddha Jan-teng (Dlpamkara) and having nothing to offer him, set out to look everywhere. 
Seeing a seller of flowers, he bought five blue lotus flowers {mlotpala) for five hundred gold pieces 
(kdrsapana ) and offered him the flowers. 

[Offering of Saddprarudita]. 311 - The bodhisattva Sa-t’o-po-louen (Sadapramdita) sold his body, his blood 
and his flesh to honor the Teacher. Such bodhisattvas who would meet a Buddha and would wish to honor 
him were very upset if they did not have any offerings. 

When inferior people meet superior individuals and do not offer them any present, it is a lack of respect. 
Also, the bodhisattvas look for offerings to honor the Buddhas. The Buddhas have no need of [the 
offerings] but by honoring them, the bodhisattvas perfect themselves mentally. 

Thus when a laborer (karmantika, kdrsaka) finds a good field ( ksetra ) but has no seed {bija), he has to 
increase his work: it is useless for him to use up his energy and he feels great sadness. It is the same for the 
bodhisattva who meets the Buddha but has no offering at his disposal. Even if he has something but which 
does not correspond to his idea, he is sad. 


iw See p. 248F, n. 2. Also later, k. 35, p. 316b20-24. 
311 Seep. 1353F.n. 1. 
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II. METONYMICAL MEANING OF ‘ROOTS OF GOOD’ 


Here, by ‘roots of good’ ( kusalamula ), we mean the fruits of retribution ( vipdkaphala ) coming from the 
roots of good, such as flowers {puspa ), perfumes ( gandha ), necklaces ( niska ), garments ( vastra ), banners 
{pataka), parasols ( chattra ) and all kinds of precious gems (maniratna). Why is that? 

Sometimes, [and this is the case here], the effect is designated by means of the cause ( kdi-ye 
kdranopacdrah), as in the expression: “to eat a thousand ounces of gold monthly”. Gold is not edible but it 
is by means of gold that one finds something to eat: hence the expression: ’to eat gold”. 

Also, sometimes the cause is designated by means of the result ( kdrane kdryopacdrah ) for example, when 
on seeing a beautiful picture, one says: “That is a good artist”. The artist is not the picture, but seeing the 
beauty of the picture, one speaks of the talent of the artist. 312 

It is the same in regard to the roots of good and their fruits of retribution. By virtue of the karmic causes 
and conditions constituted by the roots of good, one obtains, [as fruits of retribution], objects to offer 
( pujokarana ) called here [by metonymy] ‘roots of good’, [whereas they are really the results of the roots of 
good]. 

Question. - If that is so, why not speak specifically of flowers {puspa ), perfumes {gandha ), etc., by name 
instead of designating them indirectly by their causes? 


312 ‘To honor the Buddhas by the roots of good’ means to honor the Buddhas by the offerings resulting from the 
roots of good. Expressing oneself thus is to designate the result (the offerings) by the name of the cause (the roots of 
good). 

1) It is karye kdranopacdrah when one metaphorically applies [the name of] the cause to the effect, in 
other words, when one designates the effect by the cause. 

The classical example given here and above (p. 218F) already appeared in the Satakasastra by Aryadeva, T 
1569, k. 1, p. 170al6-17: "He eats a thousand ounces of gold monthly”. Gold is not food, but it is the cause of food. 

Another example given above (p. 218F): “Woman is the stain of morality”. Woman is not the stain but the 
cause of the stain. 

2) Conversely, there is kdrane kdryopacdrah when one metaphorically applies the name of the effect to the 
cause, in other words when one designates the cause by the effect. 

The classical example given here already appeared in the Satakasastra by Aryadeva, T 1569, k. 1, p. 
170al7-18: “When, on seeing a beautiful painting, one says that it is a good artist. The artist is not good; it is the 
painting created by him that is good.” 

Another classical example given by the Kosabhasya, p. 7,1. 11-13 is taken from a stanza of the 
Dhammapada, v. 194, and the Udanavarga, XXX, v. 22: Sukham buddhasya cotpadah: “The appearance of the 
Buddha is happiness”. The appearance of the Buddha is not happiness; it is the bliss that it brings that is the 
happiness. In saying that this appearance is happiness, one is applying an attribute of the effect to the cause. 
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Answer. - Offerings ( puja) are of two kinds: i) material offerings (amisapuja ); ii) spiritual offerings 
(i dharmapuja). 313 If the sutra mentions only flowers, perfumes, etc., as offerings, it would not include 
spiritual offerings. But as it speaks here of ‘roots of good’ as offerings, we know that it includes both 
material and spiritual offerings. 


III. SIGNS OF HONOR, RESPECT, VENERATION AND PRAISE 


1. Puja 

Here is what is meant by honors (puja). When one sees the Buddhas or hears their qualities spoken of, one 
honors them in mind, respects them, goes to meet them, accompanies them, bows before them with joined 
palms, or if they have withdrawn to a quiet place, one hastens to send them food (annapana), [277a] 
flowers ( puspa ), perfumes ( gandha ), precious gems (: maniratna ), etc. - In many ways, one lauds their 
qualities ( guna ) of discipline (sila), concentration (samadhi) and wisdom (prajna). If they preach the 
Dharma, one accepts it with faith and one teaches it. 

These good physical, vocal and mental actions constitute puja. 

2. Satkdra 

Tsouen-tchong (satkdra ‘veneration’). - Knowing that nobody surpasses the Buddhas in virtue is tsouen; 
feeling for them a reverential fear surpassing that which one experiences toward one’s father, mother, 
master or princes, serving them and respecting them is tchong. 

3. Gurukara 

Kong-king (gurukara ‘respect’). - Being humble and fearful is kong\ esteeming their knowledge and virtues 
is king. 

4. Varnana 

Tsan-t’an (varnana ‘praise’) - Praising their qualities is tsan\ lauding the ceaselessly and exalting them is 


IV. HAVING OFFERINGS AT ONE’S DISPOSAL AS ONE LIKES 


“The bodhisattva wishes to have [offerings] at his disposal as he likes.” - If he has need of a flower to 
offer, it comes to him as he wishes (yathaccham), whether he looks for it or he gets it without looking for 
it. Actually there are things that arise spontaneously ( svarasena ): apparitional beings (upapdduka) on up to 
musical instruments (turya); and it is the same for all the things to be offered (pujopakarana ). 

313 Anguttara, I, p. 93: Dve ‘ma bhikkliavepuja. katama dve. amisapuja ca dhammapujd ca. 

314 These semantic explanations are obviously a Chinese gloss as is customary with the Chinese. 
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Question. - If the bodhisattva finds them this way, it is easy for him to offer them. Why then does he seek 
for them as he wishes (yatheccham )? 

Answer. - Merit ( punya ) comes from the mind ( cittdpeksa ). Using as an offering something that one loves 
produces an increase in merit ( punyavardhana ). 

Thus, king A-yu (Asoka) became king of Jambudvipa and built eighty thousand stupas in one single day 
because, as a child, he had offered to the Buddha a bit of earth ( pamsu ) that he loved very much. ' 15 If an 
adult placed earth in the Buddhas’ bowl, even a lot of it, he would gain no merit because [to him] this earth 
is of no value. Some people have a liking for flowers and, when they offer those they prefer to the Buddha, 
merit increases for them. It is the same for other precious objects. 

Moreover, offerings are adjusted according to the conventions of the times: in cold weather, kindling 
( indhana ), clothing (pariccchadana ) or food ( annapdna ) should be given; in hot weather, ice water, fans 
(vijana), parasols ( chattra ), cool rooms, very fine garments and very light food should be given; in rainy or 
windy weather, the needed gear should be procured. Those are offerings adjusted according to the weather. 
Offerings should also be adjusted according to the conventions of place and the needs of the recipients 
( pratigrdhaka ). 

Moreover, the offerings are adjusted according to the desires. Some bodhisattvas know that the Buddhas 
need nothing; they also know that objects ( dravya ) are false like a magic show and have as their single 
characteristic the absence of characteristics. However, in order to convert beings ( sattvaparipdcandrtham ), 
they adjust themselves to the preferences of beings and countries to make their offerings. 

There are as well bodhisattvas who possess very deep concentrations ( samadhi ) and have acquired the 
bodhisattva superknowledges ( abhijna ). By the power of these superknowledges, they fly to the Buddhas of 
the ten directions. Sometimes, in the buddha-fields ( buddhaksetra ), if necessary, they rain down celestial 
flowers ( divyapuspa ), filling the trichiliocosm ( trisdhasralokadhatu ) and offer these to the Buddhas; 
sometimes they rain down heavenly sandalwood (candana); sometimes they rain down cintdmani as large 
as Sumeru; sometimes they rain down musical instruments (iurya) with wondrous sounds; sometimes, 
taking a body as high as Sumeru, they use it as a lamp-wick to pay homage to [277b] the Buddhas. Those 
are material offerings. 

Moreover, the bodhisattvas who are practicing the six perfections ( pdramita ) make spiritual offerings 
( dharmapuja. ) to the Buddhas. By using the practices of a single bhumi, some bodhisattvas pay homage to 
the Buddhas; they go up to fulfilling the practices of the ten bhumis to honor them. Sometimes, having 
obtained conviction that dharmas do not arise ( anutpattikadharmaksdnti ), they destroy their own afflictions 
(klesa) and those of beings. Those are spiritual offerings ( dharmapuja). 

Sometimes the bodhisattva dwelling in the tenth bhumi exerts his magical power (rddhibala ) so well that 
the fires of the damned ( naraka ) are extinguished, the pretas are satisfied, the animals are liberated from 
their fears ( bhaya ), humans ( manusya ) and gods ( deva ) gradually reach the non-regressing bhumi 
(i avaivartikabhumi ). Such qualities and such powers are also spiritual offerings. 

315 Pamsupradanavadana: references, p. 723F, n. 2 
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This is why the Prajnaparamitasutra says that the bodhisattva “who wishes to have roots of good at his 
disposal [to honor the Buddhas] should practice the perfection of wisdom.” 


Manorathapurana 

Second Section FULFILLING THE WISHES OF ALL BEINGS 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 23,1. 19-22; Satasahasrika, p. 72,1. 18-73,1. 5). - The bodhisattva-mahasattva 
who wishes to fulfill the desires actually of all beings for food and drink, garments, bedding, ointments and 
perfumes, vehicles, houses, couches, lamps, etc., should practice the perfection of wisdom ( Bodhisattvena 
mahdsattvena sarvasattvenanam manorathan paripurayitukdmena 

annapanavastrasayandsanavilepanaghandhaydnagrhakhatvddrpddibhih prajndpdramitdydm siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

I. WHAT IS FULFILLING THE WISHES? 


Question. - What order ( anukrama ) is the Prajnaparamitasutra following here when it says that the 
bodhisattva “wishes to fulfill the desires of all beings”? 

Answer. - The activity of the bodhisattva is twofold: z) honoring the Buddhas ( buddhdndm pujd); ii) saving 
beings ( sattvdndm paritrdna). By honoring the Buddhas, the bodhisattva gains immense merit (punya ) and, 
with this merit, he helps beings ( sattvdn upakaroti) in the sense that “he fulfills their wishes”. 

The master merchant goes to sea and collects jewels ( ratna ); then, having returned safe and sound, he helps 
his relatives ( bandhu ), his friends ( mitra ), etc. Similarly, the bodhisattva goes to the sea of the 
Buddhadharma and gathers immense precious qualities there, thanks to which he helps beings. 

A petty king in paying homage to the great king has to satisfy him and the latter, in return, grants him the 
offices and the wealth he desires. Having returned to his native land, the petty king helps beings and drives 
away thieves ( caura ). Similarly, the bodhisattva who has paid homage to the Buddha, the king of the 
Dharma, receives in return a special prediction ( vydkarana ) and, thanks to the immense treasure of his roots 
of good ( kusalamula ), attains the indestructible power of knowledge (, aksayajndnabala ). Then, going 
among beings, he honors good people, gives to the poor whatever they need and destroys the armies of 
Mara as well as the holders of wrong views and heresies. This is how, after having honored the Buddhas, 
he fulfills the wishes of beings. 

Question. - Does the bodhisattva truly fulfill the wishes of all beings? If he completely fulfilled the wishes 
of beings, what would be the use of the other Buddhas and bodhisattvas? If he does not completely fulfill 
them, why does the Prajnaparamitasutra speak of the bodhisattva wanting to fulfill the wishes of all beings 
and practicing the prajnaparamita for this purpose? 
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Answer. - There are two kinds of wishes ( manoratha, asa ): i) the realizable wish; ii) the unrealizable wish. 

When someone wants to measure space (akasa) and reach its limits, when someone seeks to reach the 
limits of time or place, when a child wants to grab [277c] his image in water or in a mirror, these are all 
unrealizable wishes. 

When one bores wood to make fire, when one digs the earth to find water, when one cultivates merit 
( punya ) to attain birth among humans or gods, to find the fruit of arhat or pratyekabuddha or even to 
become a Buddha, the king of Dharma, these are all realizable wishes. 

The realizable wish is of two types: i) worldly ( laukika ), ii) suprawor;ldly ( lokottara ). In the present 
passage, it is a matter of fulfilling the worldly wishes of beings. How do we know that? Because [here the 
Prajnaparamitasutra is talking about] supplying them with objects of current need: food and drink 
( annapana ), couches ( klmtva), bedding ( sayanasana ), etc., up to lamps ( dipa ). 

Question. - Why does the bodhisattva give beings things that are easy to find ( sulabha ) and not things that 
are hard to find ( durlabha )? 

Answer. - Things wished for are inferior ( hum ), middling ( madhya ) or superior ( adhimatra ). The inferior 
ones are the causes and conditions bringing about happiness ( sukha ) in the present life ( ihajanman ), the 
middling ones are the causes and conditions assuring happiness in the future life ( parajanma ), the superior 
ones are the causes and conditions assuring nirvana. This is why the bodhisattva first fulfills the inferior 
wishes, then the middling wishes and finally the superior wishes. 

Moreover, beings often cling (abhinivista) to present happiness, rarely to future happiness, and even more 
rarely to the happiness of nirvana. By speaking here of things to which beings are most attached, [the 
Prajnaparamitasutra] is also including the things to which they are least attached. 

Moreover, from beginning to end, the Prajnaparamitasutra speaks above all about future lives and the path 
of nirvana; rarely does it speak of things of the present life. The bodhisattva’s rule is to assure beings all 
kinds of benefits ( anusamsa ) without omitting any. Why? His first and foremost intention is to lead beings 
to the Mahayana Dharma. If they are unable to adopt it and become converted, the bodhisattva presents to 
them the path of the sravaka and pratyekabuddha. If they are resistant to that, the bodhisattva presents them 
with the practices of the ten good ways of conduct (dasa kusaladharmapatha), the four limitless ones 
(brahmavihara), etc., so that they can cultivate merit {punya). If, finally, beings do not appreciate any of 
these practices, the bodhisattva does not abandon them but gives them the good things of the present life, 
namely, food and drink {annapana), etc. 

Finally, when worldly people {prthagjana ) give someone food, drink, etc., and thus fulfill their wishes, they 
are fulfilling the causes and conditions [required for this result], insofar as it is things of the present lifetime 
and those of future lifetimes. Even without fulfilling these causes and conditions, the sravakas and 
pratyekabuddhas also fulfill the wishes of beings but the services that they render are very small. The 
bodhisattva-mahasattva who practices the perfection of wisdom, due to his actions, is able, on the other 
hand, to become king or an important person {mahasresthin) enjoying immense wealth. When beings come 
from the four direction (caturdisasattva) to call upon him, he satisfies them completely. 
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[The fabulous gifts of Bindu], - Thus, the vaisya P ’in-t ’eon (Bindu?) was a great benefactor (ddnapati). He 
sat on a great bed ( khatva ) adorned with the seven jewels ( saptaratna ). This bed had diamond ( vajra ) feet, 
was covered with a heavenly mattress and had rubies (padmardga ) as curtains ( vitdna ). Eighty thousand 
servants stood on guard on all sides; their adornments were marvelous; they opened the four great doors [of 
the palace] and authorized all requests. Six times during both the day and the night the dram was beaten 
and rays of light shone forth. Of the numberless beings of the ten directions, all those who heard the drum 
or who were touched by the rays did not fail to rush [278a] to the spot in order to receive all kinds of food 
and drink ( annapdna ). At the sight of this huge crowd, the sresthin [Bindu] silently raised his eyes to the 
heavens and immediately there fell from the sky a rain of different foods of a hundred flavors 
(.satarasasdhdra ) and everybody received as much as they wished, if people did not collect it themselves, 
the servants gave it to them, dividing it up and distributing it. When all were satisfied, the rain stopped. 
Whether people had need of food and drink {annapdna), bedding (sayanasana), clothing {vastra), etc., it 
was the same. 

Having thus satisfied the desires of beings, Bindu then preached the Dharma to them and led them to 
renounce the four foods (caturvidha ahara ). 316 All were then established in the non-regressing bhumi 
(avaivartikb bhumi). 

By the power of their superknowldeges (, abhijnd), bodhisattvas fulfill the wishes of beings. 


II. DO THE BUDDHAS AND BODHISATTVAS FULFILL WISHES WITHOUT 
EXCEPTION? 


Question. When the Buddha was present in the world 317 , beings were still hungry and thirsty ( ksutpipdsd ), 
the sky did not always pour down rain ( vrsti ), and beings were distressed. If the Buddha himself could not 
fulfill the wishes of all beings, how then could the bodhisattva fulfill them? 

Answer. - The Bodhisattva abiding on the tenth bhumi and in the concentration of the progress of the Hero 
(Suramgamamsamddhi) is in the trisdhasramahdsdhasralokadhdtu, and sometimes he manifests there the 
first production of the mind of bodhi (prathamacittotpdda) and practices the six perfections (pdramitd); 
sometimes he manifests as non-regressing {avaivartika)\ sometimes he manifests as being separated from 
Buddhahood by one single lifetime {ekajdtipratibaddha) and, in the Tusita heaven, he preaches the Dharma 
to the devas; sometimes he comes down from the Tusita heaven and is bom in the palace of king 
Suddhodana; sometimes he leaves home (pravrajati) and becomes Buddha; sometimes he appears in the 
midst of the great assembly, turns the Wheel of the Dharma {dharmacakram pravartayati) and saves 
innumerable beings; sometimes he manifests his entry into nirvana and seven precious stupas are erected 


316 See Dlgha, III, p. 228. 

317 Adopting the variant tsai che. 
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for him so that beings can honor his relics ( sanrci ) everywhere in all the kingdoms; sometimes finally his 
Dharma becomes extinct/ 18 If the Bodhisattva helps in those ways, what can be said about the Buddha? 

The body of the Buddha is of two kinds: i) the true body (bhutakdya); ii ) the emanated body 
( nirmanakaya ). In beings who see the true body of the Buddha, there is no wish that is not fulfilled. The 
true body of the Buddha fills space; his rays illumine the ten directions; the sounds of his sermons fill 
innumerable universes in the ten directions as numerous as the sands of the Ganges ( ganganadivdlukopama 
lokadhdtu) equally; all the members of the great assembly hear the Dharma simultaneously and he preaches 
the Dharma uninterruptedly; in the space of one moment, the listener obtains the understanding of what he 
has heard. 

When the kalpa is finished and by virtue of actions [collectively] accomplished, the great rain ( mahdvarsa ) 
comes down without interruption, it cannot be governed by the other three great elements ( mahdbhuta ); 
only the winds ( vdyu ) that come from the ten directions at the end of the kalpa and come up against one 
another can withstand this water (, ap ). 319 In the same way, the Dharma preached by the Buddha [of the true 
body] or the body of the fundamental element ( dharmadhdtukdya ), cannot be accepted by the practitioners 
of the three Vehicles with the exception of fthe Bodhisattvas of the tenth bhumi,; only the Bodhisattvas of 
the tenth bhumi whose skillful means ( updya ) and power of knowledge (jndnabala ) are inconceivable can 
hear and accept this Dharma. 

Beings who see the Buddha of the body of the Dharma ( dhannakdya) are [278b] liberated from the 
threefold poison (trivisa), the afflictive emotions (klesa), the sufferings of cold and heat (sitosna), and all of 
their wishes are fulfilled. If the cintamani brings all that one desires, what can be said of the Buddha? The 

318 Having entered into the concentration of the progress of the Hero, the bodhisattva of the tenth bhumi can carry 
out all the deeds of the career of a Buddha. See the Suramgamasamadhisutra, transl., p. 123, 140, 223-224, 263. 

319 The Mahakalpa, or great cosmic period, is divided into four incalculable periods ( asamkhyeyakalpa ) each lasting 
twenty small kalpas ( antarakalpa): 1 ) one period of disappearance of the world ( samvartakalpa ) resulting from one 
disappearance by fire ( tejahsamvartani ), one disappearance by water ( apsamvartam ) and one disappearance by wind 
( vdyusamvartani ); 2) one period during which the world remains destroyed (, samvartasthayikakalpa ); 3) one period 
of creation ( vivartakakalpa ); 4) one period during which the world remains created ( vivartasthayikakalpa ). At the 
moment when the second period is consumed and the third is about to begin, as a result of the collective action of 
beings light winds arise in space that are the first signs of the future receptacles ( sattvdndm karmadhipatyena 
bhdjandndm purvanimittabhutd akcise mandamanda vayavah syandante). They constitute the ‘primordial wind’ 

( prdgvayu). With the increasing of these winds, there arises the circle of wind ( vdyumandala ) which rests on space 
(akasa). Then on this circle of wind, by virtue of the [collective] actions of beings, masses of clouds arise, jets of 
water like axle-trees begin to rain down, and that becomes the circle of waters (tasmin vayumandale sattvdndm 
karmabhir meghdh sambhuydkusamdtrabhir dhdrdbhir abhivarsanti, tad bhavaty apam mandalam). - See 
Kosabhasya, p. 158 and 179. 

The Samyukta, T 99, k. 34, p. 243a23-26 alludes to this primordial rain, and its text is cited in Kosabhasya, 
p. 113,1. 23-26: Isddhdre deve varsati ndsti vicir vd antarikci vd anatiksad varidharanam prapatatmam / evam 
purvasyam disi ndsti vicir vd antarikci vd lokadhatunam samvarttamanandm vivarttamdndndm ca /yathapurvasyam 
disi evam dcikusinasydm pascimdyam uttarasydm iti / 
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cintamani satisfies all worldly wishes ( laukika manoratha ); the Buddha, on the other hand, satisfies all 
supraworldly wishes ( lokottara manoratha). Claiming that the Buddha does not fulfill the wishes of beings 
completely is a false statement. 

Moreover, the Buddha Sakyamuni who took birth in the palace of the king seemingly took on human 
qualities; he endured cold and heat (sitosna), hunger and thirst ( ksutpipdsd), sleep ( nidrd); he underwent 
criticism ( pamsana ), old age (jam), sickness (vyddhi), death (maranana), etc., but in his mentality, wisdom 
(prajnd) and divine qualities, he was no different from a fully and completely enlightened buddha 
(samyaksambuddha). Had he wished to fulfill the desires of beings, he would have fulfilled them all. 
Actually he did not fulfill them because already for numberless lifetimes he had satisfied the desires of 
beings in regard to garments and food, but without their escaping from suffering. Presently, 320 he wanted 
only to bring them the unconditional and eternal bliss of nirvana (nirvanasyasamskrtanityasukha). When 
one has compassion for one’s relatives ( bandhu ), one does not give them good food mixed with poison. 
Now worldly (laukika) favors produce fetters (samyojana) and, furthermore, if they are untimely, they give 
rise to great suffering. This is why Sakyamuni does not consider them to be necessary. 

Finally, some say that Sakyamuni did indeed fulfill the wishes of beings but that the latter did not profit 
from them. 321 

[ Vimalakfrtinirdesa]. ' 22 - Thus it is said in the P’i-mo-Io-kie king (Vimalakhlisutra): “The Buddha tapped 
the earth with his toe and at once his field (ksetra ) was adorned with the seven jewels. [And the Buddha 
said to Sariputra]: My Buddha-field is always like that, but because there are many bad people, it appears to 
be different from a Buddha-field.” 

Also when the nagaraja impartially (samacittena) makes it rain, the rain is water for humans, but for the 
pretas, it is burning embers. 323 


320 ‘Presently’, i.e., in the course of his last existence and after his enlightenment. 

321 Subject to the law of karma, they do not fulfill the conditions necessary to profit from the teachings and favors of 
Sakyamuni. See above, p. 541-542F, the misadventure of the old woman of SravastI whom the Buddha was unable 
to save. 

322 Wei-mo-kie-king, T 475, k. 1, p. 538c20-29; transl. p. 122-123. 

323 The example of the pretas and water is often evoked by the Madhyamikas and the Vijnanavadins to prove, 
respectively, the non-existence of the object or its reduction to mere-mind. 

For the former, see Candraklrti’s Madhyamakavatara, p. 164 (transl, Museon, 1910, p. 348): Like someone 
who has an organ afflicted by ophthalmia, pretas take water to be blood. 

For the latter, see Vimsatika, p. 3,1. 23-4,1. 6. Samtandniyamah siddha iti vartateprltdndm ivapretavat 
katham siddhah saman / sarvaih puyanadyadidarsane / tulyakarmavipdkdvasthd hipretah sarve ‘pi puycipurndm 
nadim pasyanti naika eva /yathdpuyapurnam mutrcipunsadipurndm dandasidharais ca purusair adhisthitdm ity 
ddigrahcinena /eva samtananiyamo vijhaptmal apy arthe siddhah /Transl.: ‘The indetermination of the mental 
series’ is demonstrated ‘as in the pretas,’ similarly to the pretas. How is that demonstrated? Because all see rivers at 
the same time as full of pus. Actually, all pretas who are in the same condition of retribution of actions equally see 
the river foil of pus and not just one single one. Similarly to pus, also foil of urine, excrement, etc., guarded by men 
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Question. - If the bodhisattva fulfilled the wishes of all beings, since the latter are finite ( antavat ) in 
number, 324 nobody would suffer from thirst and cold any longer. Why? Because [according to this 
hypothesis], all beings realized their wishes and all wanted to escape from suffering and find happiness. 

Answer. - When the sutra says: “Fulfilling the wishes of all beings”, the word ‘all’ is taken in a broad sense 
and not in a narrow sense. It is like the stanza in Fa-kiu (Dharmapada) where it says: 

All fear death. 

There is no one who does not fear the suffering of being beaten. 

By being inspired by the leniency one feels for oneself 
One avoids killing, one avoids inflicting a beating. 325 


carrying sticks and swords: that is the meaning of ‘etc.’ Thus, even if ideas have no object, the indetermination of 
the mental series is demonstrated. 

The same example is repeated in a paracanonical sutra, the Jnanacatuskasutra, cited by Asanga and his 
school in the Samgraha, p. 103-107; the Abhidharmasamuccayavyakhya, T 1606, k. 5, p. 715bl3-cl; and the Siddhi, 
p. 421-423. The bodhisattva needs four knowledges in order to be convinced of the absolute absence of object 
(i artha ). The first is the viruddhavijnananimittatvajnana noticing that one single thing, or supposedly such, is the 
object of contradictory cognitions. Thus, hungry ghosts (preta ), animals ( tiryanc ), humans ( manusya ) and gods 
(deva ) have differing concepts ( bhinnavijnapti ) of one and the same thing ( ekadravya). 

Commenting on this passage, Asvabhava states: Where the pretas , by the power of the retribution of their 
actions ( vipakabala ), see a river foil of pus ( nadipuyapurna ), animals (tiryanc), fish ( matsya ), etc., see something to 
drink (panel ), a home, and settle there. Humans (manusya) see in it delicious pure clear water: they use it to bathe, to 
quench their thirst. As for the gods gathered (samahitadeva) in the sphere of infinite space ( akasanantyayatana ), 
they see in it only space (akasa), for they no longer have any notion of substance (rupasamjna). But it is impossible 
to have so many different cognitions of one and the same thing [if the latter is real]. How could this same river filled 
with pus (puya ), urine (mutra) and excrement (purisa ), guarded by men carrying sticks and swords (danddsidharais 
ca purusair adhisthita) play the role of sweet-smelling (sugandha), fresh (sitala) water, of a dwelling place and a 
beverage? How could it be identified with space? But if it is accepted that the outer object does not exist, that is all 
explained. 

Asvabhava ends his commentary by citing a stanza of which the original Sanskrit appears in the 
Sarvadarsanasamgraha (Anandasrama edition, p. 12,1. 3-4): 

Parivrdtkdmukasundm ekasydm pramaddtanau / 
kunapah kdmini bhaksya iti tisro vikalpandh // 

“The monk, the lover and the dog have three different concepts of one and the same female body, namely, 
a rotting carcass, a mistress, or food.” 

324 The responsibility for this statement must be placed on the objector. The Buddha placed among the questions 
that he declined to answer that of knowing if the loka (not only the receptacle-world, but the world of beings) is 
finite or infinite (see above, p. 155F). However, the current opinion among scholars is that the number of beings is 
infinite: sattakayo ananto (AtthasalinI, p. 160), that the beings of the innumerable universes will never be exhausted, 
as is the case for space: nasti sattvandm pariksaya dkdsavat (Kosabhasya, p. 113,1. 21). 
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Although this stanza claims that everybody fears the suffering of being beaten, the formless beings 
(arupisattva) who have no body escape the suffering of the stick, the beings of the subtle form realm 
(i rupadhdtu ), while having a body, also escape the suffering of the stick; and among the beings of the desire 
realm ( kdmadhdtu ), there also are some who do not undergo the suffering of the stick. Here, when the 
stanza says ‘everybody’, it means ‘all those who are susceptible to being beaten’ and not really everybody. 
Thus, when the bodhisattva fulfills the wishes of all beings, it means ‘all beings capable of being satisfied’. 
[278c] 

But the good intentions of the bodhisattva are limitless and the fruits of retribution of merit [that he has 
acquired] are likewise limitless. Nevertheless, hindered by the sins (dpatti ) they have committed during 
innumerable incalculable periods ( asamkhyeyakalpa ), beings are unable to receive the benefits of them. 

[Stoiy of Losaka-tisya ]. 326 - Thus, a disciple of Sariputra, the monk Lo-p ’in-tcheou (Losaka-tisya?) 
observed discipline ( sflavat ) zealously (viryavat). When he begged for alms, he was unable to get anything 
for six days. When the seventh day came, there was only a short time for him to live. A colleague begged 
for food and gave it to him but a bird carried it away. Then Sariputra said to Maudgalyayana: “With your 
great magical power (rddhibala ), watch over his food so that he can eat it.” Then Maudgalyayana took 
some food and went to offer it to Losaka-tisya; but as soon as the latter tried to bring it to his mouth, it 
changed into mud. Sariputra in turn begged for food and presented it to him, but Losaka-tisya’s mouth 
closed up by itself. Finally, the Buddha came with some food and offered it to him; by means of the 
Buddha’s immense merit (punya), Losaka-tisya was finally able to eat it. After having eaten, the monk 
developed joy and increased faith and veneration. The Buddha said to the bhiksu: “All conditioned dharmas 
(samskrtadharma ) have suffering as their nature”, and he preached the four noble truths to him. At that 
very moment, the bhiksu’s impurities (dsrava) disappeared and his mind opened: he became an arhat. 


323 As it has already done above (p. 1513F), the Traite here cites, under the title of Dhannapada, a stanza appearing 
in the Udanavarga, V, v. 19, p. 144: 

Sarve dandasya bibyanti, sarvesam jivitam priyam / 
atmanam upamam kurtva, naiva banyan na ghatayet // 

In Pali, Dhammapada, v. 130: 

Sabbe tasanti dandassa, sabbedam jivitam piyam / 
attdnam upamam katva, na haneyya na ghataye // 

“All have fear of the stick; life is dear to all. By taking this as comparison, one avoids killing or making 
someone else kill.” 

326 Lo-p ’in tcheou has already been mentioned above, p. 931-932F. His story, as it is found here, is told in the same 
words in the Tsa-p’i-yu king, T 207, p. 525b9-19 (transl. in Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 22-23), but attributed to the 
monk Lo-yun-tchou. Another basically related tale, differing in details, is in the Pali Jataka, no. 41,1, p. 24-236 and 
is about the thera Losaka Tissa: it is summarized above, p. 932 note. 

Lo-p’in-tcheou has traits in common with many other individuals ugly by nature, especially with 
Lavanabhadrika (cf. p. 1439F, n. 4). On this subject, see Lin Li-Kouang, L ’Aide Memoire de la Vraie Loi, Appendix 
IV, p. 278-290. 
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However, there are beings whose merits are so small and whose sins are so heavy that even the Buddha 
himself cannot save them. 327 Also, knowing that beings do not exist ( nopalabhyante ) and deeply 
penetrating the fundamental element ( dhannadhdtu ), the Buddhas are without any memories ( anusmarana ) 
and thought-constructions ( vikalpa ) that say: “This one can be saved, that one cannot be saved”: their 
thoughts ( citta ) are always calm ( sdnta ) and their minds neither increase nor decrease (anundnadhika). 

This is why the bodhisattva wants to fulfill the wishes of all beings, but as a result of their sins (dpatti), the 
latter cannot receive their favors. It is not the fault of the bodhisattva. 


III. MATERIAL BENEFITS GRANTED BY THE BODHISATTVA 


[Here the Prajnaparamitasutra is speaking about fulfilling the wishes of beings “in regard to food and drink, 
garments, bedding, ointments and perfumes, vehicles, houses, couches and other utensils”. What is meant 
by these objects?] 

1. By food and drink ( annapdna ) we understand briefly ‘[mouthfuls] of food which is twofold, coarse or 
subtle’ ( kavadikardhdra audarikah suksmas ca): 32S on the one hand, cakes ( manda ), cooked rice ( odcina ), 
etc.; on the other hand, the food of a hundred flavors ( satarasdhdra ). 

Although a sutra says that “all beings subsist by means of the four foods “ ( sarvasattvds 
caturdhdrasthitikdhf' 21 , here it is a matter of food in mouthfuls only. The other three foods, being 
immaterial ( arupin ), cannot be passed on. Besides, if one gives food in mouthfuls, one is giving by the very 


327 This was the case for the old woman of SravastI (above, p. 541-542F). 

323 Dlgha, III, p. 228, 276; Majjhima, I, p. 48, 261; Samyutta, II, p. 11, 13, 98, 101; Vibhanga, p. 402-403: Cattdro 
dhdrd: kabalihkdro aharo olarilo va sukhumo va. phasso dutiyo, manosahcetand tatiya, vinnanam catuttham. - 
Nidanasamyukta, p. 190; Dasottarasutra, ed. K. Mittal, p. 62-63; Samgitisutra, ed. K. Mittal and V. Rosen, p. 104; 
Mahavyut., no. 2283-2285: catvara dhdrdh: kabadimkdra dharci audarikah suksmas ca, sparso dvitryah, 
manahsahcetand trtTyah, vijnanam caturthah- “There are four foods: i) food as mouthfuls which is coarse or subtle; 
ii) food as contact; ii ) food as mental activity; iv) food as consciousness.” 

They are defined and explained in Visuddhimagga, p. 285; Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 130, p. 674c seq.; Kosa, 
III, p. 119-127. 

329 Sahgftisuttanta in Dlgha, III, p. 211: Sabbe sattd dhdratthitikd, sabbe sattd samkhdratthitikd, ay am kho dvuso 
tena bhagavatd jdnatdpassatd arahatci sammasambuddhena eko dhammo sammadakkhdto. - All beings subsist by 
means of food. All beings subsist by means of conditioning. This single doctrine, O venerable ones, has been 
completely stated by the Blessed One who knows and who sees, the completely and perfectly enlightened One. 
Anguttara.V, p. 50, 55; Patisabhida, I, p. 5, 122; Khuddakapatha, IV; Sabbe sattd dhdmttikd. 

Sangltisutra, p. 45; Dasottarasutra, p. 55: Sarvasattvd dhdrasthitayah. 

Kosabhasya, p. 152: Eko dharmo bhagavatd svayam abhijndydbhisambodhydkhydtoyad uta sarvasattvd 
dharasthitikd iti. 

Madh. vrtti, p. 40: Eko dharmah sattvasthititayeyad uta catvara dhdrdh. 
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fact of the other three. Why? Because food in mouthfuls strengthens ( abhivardhayati ) the other three as is 
said in the sutra: “When the benefactor ( ddnapati ) gives food ( bhojana ), he is giving five benefits to the 
recipients {pratigrdliaka ).” 330 

Beverages (pdna), as they are usually called, are of two types: i) wines from plants such as the grape-vine 
(i draksd), sugar-cane ( iksu ), etc.; ii ) plant liquors: mead from honey ( madhu ), pomegranate liquor, pear 
liquor, etc., and all cereal liquors. 

This whole grouping constitutes food and drink of humans, but there is also the food and drink of the gods, 
namely, nectar ( sudhd), ambrosia ( amrtarasa ), foods consisting of the heavenly fruits, etc., the liquor of the 
madhumadhava (Gaertnera racemosa), etc. 

Each being has his own food: beings eat grains, meat, pure food or impure food. When they approach the 
bodhisattva, all are satisfied. 

2. Garments ( vastra ) are of two kinds: z) some come from living beings such as silks {pattaka ), furs 
{roman), tanned leathers {carman), etc.; ii) others come from plants such as cottons {kdrpdsa), tree bark 
{valkala), etc. [279a] 

There are also the garments of the gods: they have no fabric and arise spontaneously {svarasena) on trees: 
they are brilliant in color, light and soft. 

3. Bedding {sayandsana) consist of beds {khatvd), coverlets {chddana), mattresses (mancaka), curtains 
{vitdna) and pillows {upadhdna). 

4. Ointments and perfumes {vilepanagndha) are of two kinds: i) powdered sandalwood {candana), etc., 
which is put on the body; ii) all kinds of mixed perfumes that are reduced to powder {curna) and put on the 
body, used to perfume clothing, or put on the ground or on walls. 

5. Vehicles {ydna ), i.e., elephants {hastin), horses {asva), chariots {ratha), carriages {sakata), etc. 

6. Houses ( grha) such as dwellings ( harmya ), palaces {rdjakula), temples {prdsdda), etc., built of earth, 
wood or precious objects, to protect from cold {sita), heat {usna), wind {vdta), rain {vrsti), thieves {caura). 

7. Lamps {dipa), such as tallow candles, oil lamps, wax candles, luminous pearls, etc. 

8. Other utensils (z ipakarana), i.e., everything that beings have need of. As it would be impossible to 
mention them completely, the sutra gathers them all together into one group. 

Question. - Why does it not speak of incense, marvelous flowers, etc? 

Answer. - The sutra has already included them in speaking of ‘other utensils’. 

Question. - If that is so, it should have spoken in brief about three things only: food and drink (annapdna), 
clothing {vastra) and adornments ( alamkdra ). 

Answer. - The [six] things [of which the sutra spoke] are absolutely essential. Whoever wishes the good of 
beings first of all gives them food and drink {annapdna)-, next he gives them clothing {vastra)', the body 

330 Sutra of Anguttara, III, p. 42, cited above, p. 218F, n. 1; 668F, n. 2. 
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being dirty and bad-smelling, he gives ointments and perfumes ( vilepanagandha ); then he gives bedding 
(, sayandsana ); cold (sitri) and rain (vrsti) require houses ( grha ); finally, darkness (, andhakara ) requires 
lamps (i dipa ). 

Question. - But the perfume of flowers (puspagandha ) also chases away bad smells. Why does the sutra 
not speak of it? 

Answer. - Flowers do not last and quickly fade; their usefulness is minimal and that is why the sutra does 
not speak of them. As for incense-burners, they are necessary in cold weather but difficult in hot weather. 
Ointments and perfumes are useful in both kinds of weather: when it is cold, they are put into water; when 
it is hot, they are mixed with sandalwood powder and put on the body. This is why the sutra speaks only of 
ointments and perfumes. 


IV. GENEROSITY INFORMED BY THE PERFECTION OF WISDOM 


Question. - The person who practices the perfection of generosity ( danaparamifa ) obtains immense fruits 
of retribution ( vipdkaphala ) and can fulfill the wishes of all beings. Why then does [the 
Prajnaparamitasutra] say that in order to fulfill the wishes of beings, the bodhisattva should practice the 
perfection of wisdom ( prajndparamitd/i ’ 

Answer. - As I said above, it is by union with the perfection of wisdom that generosity becomes truly ‘the 
perfection of generosity’. I must repeat myself here. 

The wishes of the beings that it is a matter of fulfilling are not those of a single territory nor a single 
Jambudvfpa. The bodhisattva wants to fulfill completely the wishes of people dwelling in the universes of 
the ten directions and throughout the six destinies (gad). Such a task cannot be realized by simple gifts but, 
indeed, by the perfection of wisdom. The latter destroys the notions (samjna) of near and far; it destroys the 
notions of what is ‘all beings’ and what is not ‘all beings’; it escapes the obstacles (avarana). This is why, 
in the time of a fingersnap ( acchatdsamghdtamdtra ), the bodhisattva creates by metamorphosis an immense 
body that extends everywhere in the ten directions and fulfills the wishes of all beings. Such 
superknowledge ( abhijnd), such benefits (anusamsa), necessarily have their origin in wisdom ( prajnd). 

This is why “the bodhisattva who wants to fulfill the wishes of all beings [279b] must practice the 
prajnaparamita.” 


Sattvapratisthapana 

Third Section ESTABLISHING BEINGS IN THE SIX PERFECTIONS 


Sidra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 24,1. 1-5; Satasahasrika, p. 73,1. 5-11). - Furthermore, O Sariputra, the 
bodhisattva-mahasattva who wishes that all the people living in universes as numerous as the sands of the 
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Ganges be established in the perfection of generosity, be established in the perfections of morality, 
patience, exertion, ecstasy and wisdom, should practice the perfection of wisdom (Punar aparam, 
Sariputra, bodhisattvena mahasattvena Ganganadivdlukopamesu lokadhatusu sattvdn danaparamitayam 
pratisthapayitukamena silaksdntmryadhydnaprajndpdramitdsu prajndpdramitdydm siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

I. ESTABLISHING IN THE SIX PERFECTIONS 


Question. - What are the reasons for the order ( anukrama ) adopted here [by the Prajnaparamitasutra]? 

Answer. - The good (hita) is of three kinds: i) the good of the present life ( ihatra), ii) the good of the future 
life ( amutra ) and Hi) absolute good (, atyantahita . Again, there are three kinds of happiness ( sukha ): i) the 
happiness of the present life, ii) the happiness of the future life and iii) supramundane happiness 
(lokottarasukha ). In the previous section, the sutra spoke of the good and the happiness of the present life; 
here it speaks of the good and the happiness of the future life and supramundane ( lokottara) good and 
happiness: this is why it makes sure “that beings are established in the six perfections.” 

The fondness for beings of the bodhisattva surpasses the fondness of parents for their children; feelings of 
loving-kindness and compassion ( maitnkanmdcitta ) penetrate him even into the marrow of his bones 
(asthimajjd). First he fills beings with food and drink ( annapdna) and drives away the torments of hunger 
and thirst ( ksutpipdsd); then he adorns their bodies with garments ( vastra) and makes them feel 
comfortable. But the good feelings of the bodhisattva are not fully satisfied. 

Then he has the following thought: “Beings have already obtained happiness in the present life, but I am 
still thinking that they should obtain happiness in the future life. If I teach them the six worldly perfections 
(laukikapdramitd), they will enjoy happiness among humans ( manusya) and gods ( deva ), but later they will 
return to wander in samsara. Therefore I still must teach them the six supramundane perfections 
(lokottarapdramitd) so that they can obtain unconditioned eternal bliss ( asamskrtanityadukha ). Moreover, 

1 have already adorned their bodies with garments (vastra), flowers (puspa), perfumes ( gandha ), etc.; now I 
will adorn their minds with qualities (guna). If they possess the three kinds of adornments ( alamkdra ), they 
will be complete ( sampanna ) and faultless ( nirdosa ), namely: i) garments (vastra), the seven jewels 
(.saptaratna ), 331 etc.; ii) merits ( punya ); iii) the dharmas of the Path (margadharma)." 

As the bodhisattva wishes to array beings with this triple adornment, [the Prajnaparamita] first spoke [in the 
preceding section] of the fruits of retribution of the qualities (gundndm vipakaphaldni); here it speaks of the 
causes and conditions of these qualities (gundndm hetupratyaydh). 

Furthermore, as I previously said (p. 1944F), although they receive great gifts, beings cannot completely 
profit from them as a result of their sins (dpatti). 


Seep. 598F, n. 2. 
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[Pretasutra], - Thus the Ngo-kouei king (Pretasutra) says: “Even if they are given food, [the pretas] are 
unable to eat it, for it is changed for them into glowing embers or into some impure thing.” 332 

Finally, the bodhisattva does not give anything whatsoever ( na kimcit tyajati ), but he uses skillful means 
(upayci) so that beings obtain clothing, food and other benefits. This is why the bodhisattva teaches them to 
practice meritorious actions ( punyakarman ), each before collecting himself what he has done himself. The 
bodhisattva knows well that [the mechanism] of causes and conditions cannot be violated and that beings 
must first receive his teachings in order that they [themselves] collect the fruits. This is why, according to 
the order (, anukrama ) adopted here, he teaches beings to become established in the six perfections. 


II. BEINGS TO BE ESTABLISHED IN THE SIX PERFECTIONS 


1. Their number 


Question. - The bodhisattva wants all the beings of the ten directions to become established in the six 
perfections. Why then does the Prajnaparamitasutra here speak only of the beings populating universes as 
numerous as the sands of the Ganges? 

Answer. - For the auditors of the Dharma, the expression ‘as numerous as the sands of the Ganges’ 
{ganganadkvalukopama) is familiar. Moreover, for a bodhisattva who has just produced the mind of bodhi 
(prathamacittotpdda ), to speak of beings ‘infinite and innumerable’ would be too much and would throw 
[279c] him into confusion; on the contrary, for a great bodhisattva, the expression ‘numerous as the sands 
of the Ganges’ is not used by way of computation. Moreover, the expression ‘numerous as the sands of the 
Ganges’ also means an infinite immense number, as will be said in a later chapter. Finally, the expression 
‘numerous as the sands of the Ganges’ has already been used to designate the universes of the ten 
directions and, as here we are not speaking of one single Ganges, there is no objection to be raised. As a 
result, to speak of universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges is not wrong. 

On the meaning of the expression ‘universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges’, see what has been 
said above (p. 449-452F). 

2. The various categories of beings 


Beings ( sattva ). - The name ( prajnapti ) of ‘being’ is given to the five skandhas ( skandha ), to the eighteen 
elements ( dhdtu ), to the twelve bases of consciousness (dyatana ), to the six elements ( dhatu) [of the human 


332 The preta eaters of charcoal ( angdrabhaksa ) appear in the list of 36 categories of pretas in the 
Smrtyupasthanasutra, T 721, k. 16, p. 92b 16. 
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body] 333 , to the twelve causes ( nidana ) and to a quantity of dharmas; they are gods ( deva ), humans 
(manusya), cows (go), horses (aivo), etc. 

There are two kinds of beings: mobile ( cala) or still (santa): the mobile ones produce physical and mental 
actions ( kdyavdkkarman ), the still ones are unable to do so; material ( rupin ) or immaterial (arupin); with 
two feet or without feet; four-footed or multi-footed; worldly (, laukika ) or supraworldly ( lokottara ); big 
(,mahat) or small ( a/pa ); noble ( bhadrdiya ) or ordinary ( prthagjana ). 

There are beings predestined to damnation ( mithydtvaniyata), predestined to salvation ( samyaktvaniyata ) or 
without predestination ( aniyata ); unhappy (duhkha), happy ( sukha) or neither unhappy nor happy 
(i aduhkhdsukha ); higher (, agra ), middling ( madhya) or lower (avara); still practicing (saiksa), no longer 
practicing ( asaiksa ) or neither one nor the other ( naivasaiksandsaiksa ); conscious (samjna), unconscious 
(asamjnd), or neither conscious nor unconscious (: naivasamjnindsamjnin ); belonging to the desire realm 
(kdmadhdtu), to the form realm ( rupadhdtu) or to the formless realm (drupyadhdtu). 

Beings belonging to the desire realm are of three kinds: as a result of their roots of good ( kusalamula ), they 
are higher (agra), middling (madhya) or lower (avara). The higher ones are the six classes of the gods of 
desire (kdmadeva)', the middling ones are those among humans who are wealthy and noble; the lower ones 
are those among humans who are vile. The four continents (dvipaka) are distinguished by differences in 
face. 

Bad beings are also of three categories: the higher are the damned (naraka); the middling ones are the 
animals (tiiyadc), the lower are the pretas. 

Moreover, the beings of the desire realm are of ten types [as they are arranged] in the three bad destinies 
(durgati), the world of humans and the six classes of gods [of karmadhatu]. 334 

There are three kinds of hells ( niraya ): the hot hells (usnaniraya), the cold hells (sftaniraya) and the dark 
hells (lokantarikaniraya). 35 

There are three types of animals: aerial, terrestrial, or aquatic; diurnal, nocturnal or both diurnal and 
nocturnal; and other differences of the same kind. 336 


333 Cf. p. 1217F, n. 1. 

334 This is the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasika doctrine: Kosa, III, p. 1: Narakapretatiryanco mdnusd sad divaukasah / 
kdmadhdtuh. 

335 The hells have been the topic of a long discussion above, p. 955-968F. For further details, see the analysis of the 
Smrtyupasthanasutra in Lin, Aide-Memoire. 

As for the ‘dark hells’ of which the Traite speaks here, they are certainly lokantarikci agha asamvutd 
andhakdrd andhakdratimisa “intennediate spaces between the worlds, miserable spaces full of miseries, shadows 
and the darkness of the shades” where the light of the sun or the moon does not penetrate. See DIgha, II, p. 12, 15; 
Majjhima, III, p. 120; Samyutta, V, p. 454; Anguttara, II, p. 130; Divya, p. 204; Mahavastu, I, p. 41; Lalita, p. 51, 
410; Saddharmapund., p. 163. - Various translations have been proposed (see Edgerton, Dictionary, p. 464, under 
lokdntarikd). 

336 Above, p. 951-952; J. May, in Hobogirin, IV, p. 309-319, under Chikushfi 
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There are two kinds of pretas: 337 lecherous pretas and emaciated pretas (ksutksama). The lecherous pretas 
enjoy happiness like the gods but they live with the starving pretas of whom they are the leaders. The 
starving pretas have an enormous belly ( sthulodara ) like a mountain, a mouth like the eye of a needle 
( sucimukha ) and consist of three things: a black skin ( kfsnatvac ), tendons ( sndyu ) and bones ( asthi ). For 
innumerable hundreds of years, they have not even heard the words “food and drink” ( annapdna ), still less 
have they seen their shapes. 

There are also pretas who emit fire from their mouth (ulkdmukha): flying butterflies throw themselves into 
this fire, and the pretas eat them. There are also pretas who eat excrement ( gutha ), spit ( slesman ), pus and 
blood ( puyasonita ), the water from laundry, who feed on oblations (sraddhabhoktr) or who devour the 
afterbirth ( garbhamaldhdra ). There are all kinds of starving pretas of this kind. 

The six classes of the desire gods ( kdmadeva ) are the Caturmaharajadevas, etc. Besides these six classes of 
gods, there are yet other gods, for example, the Wearers of necklaces, the Corrupted by Joy 
(, knddpramosaka ), the Corrupted by Mind ( manahpradusika ), 33S the Gods with birds’ feet, the Gods of 
pleasant looks [280a (priyadarsin ?). These gods are included in the six classes of desire gods. 

Some say that the beings of the desire realm ( kdmadhdtu ) are of eleven types. 339 Sometimes five destinies 
(gad) are spoken of; actually the destiny of asuras is added to that. 


3. The destiny of the asuras 390 


Question. - No! The asuras are included in the five destinies; they are not gods (deva)\ they are not humans 
(manusya), [neither are they] the damned (: naraka ) whose sufferings abound, nor animals (tiryanc) differing 
in shape (samsthana): therefore these asuras should be included in the destiny of the pretas. 341 


337 Above, p. 954-955F; Lin , Aide-Memoire, p. 16-23. - In the present passage, the Traite is very close to the 
Sadgatikarikas, ed. P. Mus, Six Voies, p. 248-261. 

338 These are the Khiddapadosikas and the Manopadosikas of the Pali sources: cf. Brahmajala (DIgha, I, p. 19-21), 
and the Patikasuttanta (DIgha, III, p. 31-33). They appear also in the Samgltiparyaya, T 1536, k. 9, p. 403c22-24; 
Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 37, p. 190cl8 and 22; k. 151, p. 771cl-4; Kosa, II, p. 219, and Yogacarabhumi, part 1, p. 103. 
These gods destroy their own lives by their excessive joy or anger. 

339 Eleven classes by adding the category ( pradesa ) of the asuras to the traditional ten classes. This is the opinion of 
the Traite and also of Buddhaghosa in Atthasalini, p. 62.. 

340 Here the author returns to an opinion dear to him: the separate existence of the asura destiny. To the references 
gathered on p. 613F, n. 1, we should add Lin , Aide-Memoire, p. 24-29 and the article Asura in Ceylon Encyclopedia, 
II, p. 286-291. 

341 Limiting the destinies to the number of five, the objector places the asuras with the pretas, and the Vibhasa 
(T1545, k. 172, p. 868cl6) agrees with this opinion, but as we have seen above (p. 613F, n. 1) there are other 
divisions. 
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Answer. - That is not so. The power of the asuras is equal to that of the devas. Why? Because sometimes 
they are vanquished by the devas and sometimes they vanquish the devas. Thus it is said in the sutras: 

Sakra Devendra was vanquished by the asuras and his four armies (caturangimsend) went into the hollows 
of lotus roots ( bisamula ) to hide.” 342 

The asuras who enjoy the five pleasurable objects (pancakdmaguna) are like the devas and were disciples 
of the Buddha as well/ 43 If such is their strength (prabhdva ), why would they be included among the 
pretas? Therefore there must be a sixth destiny ( gati ) [reserved specially for the asuras]. 

Great gods such as the asuras, kimnaras, gandharvas, kumbhandas, yaksas, raksasas, bhutas, etc., are 
asuras, and when their troops increase, those of the devas decrease. 344 Their power ( anubhdva ) and their 
transformations (nirmdna) were exercised at will (yathaccham ). 


342 Victory of the devas and defeat of the asuras: DTgha, II, p. 285; Majjhima, I, p. 253; Samyutta, IV, p. 201; V, p. 
447-448; Anguttara, IV, p.433. 

Samyutta, V, p. 447-448: (cf. Samyukta, T 99, no. 407, k. 16, p. 108c-109a; Ekottara, T 125, k. 21, p. 
657c26-28: Bhutapubbam bhikkhave devasurasamgamo samupabbulho ahosi. tasmim kho pana bhikkhave 
samgdmo deva jinimsu asura parajinimsu. pardjitd ca kho bhikkhave asura blntd bhisamulalena asurapuram 
pavisimsu devanam yeva kho mohayamana.- Once, O monks, war broke out between the devas and the asuras. In 
this battle, the devas vanquished the asuras. Thus vanquished, the frightened asuras went into the lotus roots in the 
city of the asuras, completely panic-stricken by the devas. 

Victory of the asuras and defeat of the devas: Samyutta, I, p. 224; Anguttara, IV, p. 432. 

Samyutta, I, p. 224: Bhutapubbam bhikkhave devasurasahgamo samupabbulho ahosi. tasmim kho pana 
bhikkhave sahgame asura jinimsu deva parajinimsu. pardjitd kho bhikkhave deva apayamsveva uttarena mukha 
abhiyamsveva ne asura. - Once, O monks, war broke out between the devas and the asuras. In this battle, the asuras 
vanquished the devas. Then the vanquished devas tied to the north and the asuras pursued them. 

343 Above, p. 614-615F, the Traite has given, as examples of converted asuras, Punarvasu’s mother, the yaksa 
VajrapanI and the kimnara Drama. 

344 In the words of a sutta from Anguttara (I, p. 142-145) cited in full above (p. 832-835F), Sakra and the 
Trayastrimsa gods send their messengers to the world three times per month to inquire about the moral state of 
mankind and to find out how many men honor their mothers and fathers, the sramanas and brahmanas, the elders of 
their clan, the ministers of the Caturmaharaja gods, their sons, and finally these gods themselves lead their inquiries 
on earth in turn on the 8 th , 14 th and 15 th lunar days. Having gotten their information, they return to the Trayastrimsa 
heaven to make their reports. If the number of good men is too small, the Trayastrimsas are unhappy and cry: “To be 
sure, the troops of the gods will decrease and the troops of the asuras are going to increase ” ( dibbd vata bho 
parihayissanti, paripurissanti asurakdya). If on the other hand, good men are many, the gods rejoice and say: “To be 
sure, the troops of the gods will increase and the troops of the asuras will diminish” ( dibbd vata bho kayd 
paripurissanti, parihayissanti asurakdya,). - This saying appears again in DTgha, II, p. 208, 209, 221, 271, in the 
fonn of ‘ Dibbd vata bho kayd paripurenti, hay anti asurakdya’. - In Mahavastu, III, p. 200,1. 6-7, there is: Hdyanti 
asurdh kayd, divya kayd abhivardhanti. 

The Traite has used this very ancient legend (cf. Odyssee, XVII, 485-487) in order to prove that the asuras 
were in a position to rival the devas., 
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This is why people who are in doubt wonder: “Are these suras or are these not suras?” Sura, in the Ts’in 
language , indicates ‘deity’. 345 But the time-honored expression is asura and not sura. The asura destiny is 
called thus because the asuras appear at the head [of a list]; the others, [namely, the kimnaras, gandharvas, 
kumbhandas, yaksas, bhutas, etc.] constitute one and the same destiny with them. 

Question. -But the sutras say that there are five destinies (pancagati ). 346 Then why are you speaking of six 
destinies (sadgati )? 

Answer. - Once the Buddha disappeared, the old sutras were broadly disseminated; having been 
propagated for five hundred years, today they present many differences ( visesa ) and the various schools do 
not agree; some assert five destinies, others assert six. 347 Those who accept five destinies are modifying the 

343 Read t’ien instead of to. - Other interpretations of the word in Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 172, p. 868b3-8; HBbBgirin, p. 
41b. 

346 For example, Majjhima, I, p. 73: Panca kho ima Sariputta gatiyo, katamapanca: nirayo tiracchanayoni 
pittivisayo manussa deva. 

The Vibhasa (T 1545, k. 172, p. 868b2-3) on the basis of these sutras, says: “There are schools that make 
the asuras into a sixth gati: they should not say that because the sutras speak only of five gati.” 

The opinion of the Traite is diametrically opposed and has declared above (p. 616F): “The Buddha never 
spoke explicitly of five gatis. The five galls are an invention of the Sarvastivadins.” 

347 The HInayana schools that postulate five gatis (in Chinese wou ts ’iu or wou tao) are three in number: the 
Sthaviras or Theravadins, the Sarvastivadins and the Dharmaguptakas. 

1) Theravada. - A. Bareau, Les sects bouddhiques du Petit Vehicule , p. 223, thesis 74; Kathavatthu, VIII, 

1, p.360. 

The canonical sutras, Pali as well as Sanskrit, of which the “Elders” appointed themselves compilers and 
guardians, count only five gatis: 

Dlgha, III, p. 234; Majjhima, I, p. 73; Samyutta, V, p. 474-477; Anguttara, IV, p. 459. - DTrgha, T 1, 
p.86b28; Madhyama.T 26, p. 5999cl-3; 683cl5-16; Samyukta, T 99, p. 108cl4; 112b25; 243b8; Ekottara,T 125, p. 
549b 14; 563b4; 631a25; 637c22; 701a29; 723b22; 756b26; 81 lbl-9. 

It is true, as the Vibhasa has it, that the sutras speak only of five gatis. However, three passages must be 
mentioned where it is a matter of six gatis: Dlgha, III, p. 264; Petavatthu, p. 66; Samyukta, T 99, p. 44a8, but the 
first two are among the latest canonical scriptures and the third has no correspondent in the Pali nikaya. 

Referring al;ways to the sutta from Majjhima, I, p. 73, cited above, the Abhidhannikas, the exegetists of 
the canonical schools, Buddhahosa and his school accept only five gatis in the strict sense of the word: the gatigati 
defined “destinies to which it is necessary to go by virtue of good or bad actions” (M.A., II, p. 36: 
sukatadukkatakammavasena gantabbci): the Vidusshimagga, p. 471 speaks of the “retribution-consciousness, 
fivefold because of the destinies” (yipakavinnanam gativasena paiicavidham). 

2) Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasika. - The Traite (p. 616F) considers the five gatis as an invention of their school; 
these disciples of Katyayanlputra recognize only five gatis: 

Satpadabhidharma: Samgltiparyaya, T 1536, p.415cl7; Dharmaskandha, T 1537, p. 461al3; Vijnanakaya, 

T 1539, p. 537b5-6; Prakaranapada, p. 712b27; Jiianaprasthana, T 1544, p. 1017a27; 1030b 17. 

The Vibhasa (T 1545) assumes five gatis (p. 358b3; 943bl0) and does not accept a sixth (p. 730a4; 868b2- 
3; 992a9-ll). 
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Buddhist sutras as a result, and they assume five destinies; those who accept six destinies are modifying the 
text of the Buddhist sutras as a result and are accepting six destinies. Moreover, the Mahayana, the Fa-houa 
king (SaddharmapundarTkasutra) speak of “beings distributed in the six destinies”, 348 and from the 
viewpoint of the real meaning ( abhipraya ) of the texts, there must be six destinies. 

Kosa, III, p. 11-15. 

3) Dharmaguptaka. - Bareau, Sectes, p. 196, thesis 18; Dharmaguptaka Vin., T 1428, p. 951b22. 

Of the schools professing six galls (in Chinese, lieou ts ’iu, or lieou tao), there are the Mahashamghikas, 
the Andhakas, the Uttarapathakas and the Vatslputriyas. 

1) Mahaamghika. - From the evidence of their works such as the Mahasamghika Vin., T 1425, 260c25; 

51 lal 1, and the Mahavastu, I, p. 42, 337; II, p. 368. 

2) Andhaka. - Bareau, Sectes, p. 94, thesis 34; Kathavatthu, VIII, 1, p. 360. 

3) Uttarapathaka. - Bareau, Sectes, p. 248, thesis 11; Kathavatthu, VIII, 1, p. 360. 

4) Vatslputrlya. - Bareau, Sectes, p. 120, thesis 36, according to Vibhasa, T 1545, p. 8b24, and Traite, 

(above, p. 616F). See also Sammitlyanikayasastra, T 1649, p. 470al2. 

348 The Saddharmapundarlka generally lists six destinies (sadgati), p. 6, 9, 135, 244, 346, 372, but occasionally 
notes five destinies ( pancagati ), p. 131. However, the Traite can hardly excuse the scriptures of the Greater Vehicle 
for establishing the existence of the sixth gati. 

1. The Mahayanasutras sometimes refer to six, sometimes to five gatis as though this option was 
unimportant. 

The most striking example is that of the Pancavimsatisahasrika (T 223) which establishes six gatis on p. 
271b8, 348c8, 584b23, but five on p. 390b29, 405a29, 409b7, 422a2.This detail has not escaped the notice of the 
author of the Traite who inserts the entire text of this sutra and did not think it necessary to modify it in the four 
places indicated (cf. T1509, p. 675cl8, 700cl, 710al9, 745al9). 

The other Mahayanasutras show the same inconsistencies. Here only the main ones are noted with the 
following examples: 

Avatamsaka (T 279). - Five gatis, p. 92bl7, 288al3, 370b27, 396a3, 417al4, 422b25,424cl0, 426al5. - 
Six gatis, p. 94a9, 119bl3, 170bl, 182al, 198cl6, 204b8, 256cl2, 318b8. 

Ratnakuta (T 310). - Five gatis, p. 42b27, 46b22, 217b28, 237bl3, 288c9, 441a25, 460cl9, 491b29, 

530a20, 536b9, 658b27, 668b21. - Six gatis, p. 361a4, 370b26, 371bl8, 378c26, 379al, 382b23,475c5, 530c2, 

615c27. 

Mahasamnipata (T 397). - Five gatis, p. 102al0, 181a26-27, 202a24, 226a29, 232al3, 288c5, 304al6, 
397c28, 405a28. - Six gatis, 43al6, 252b 18. 

What is more, the two great Mahayana schools, the Madhyamikas and the Yogacaras, hold only five gatis. 

Prasannapada by Candraklrti, which speaks of pancagati samsara (p.218,1. 2-3; 269,1. 9; 304, 1. 4). 

Satakasastra by Aryadeva, T 1569, k. l,p. 170a22, 171a8. 

Prajnapradlpa by Bhavaviveka, T 1566, k. 10, p. 99cl6. 

Siksasamuccaya by Santideva, which speaks of pancagati samsara (p.91,1. 9-10) or of pancagatika cakra 
(p. 176,1. 6). 

Yogacarabhumi, Part 1, p. 44,1. 16-17. 

Abhidharmasamuccaya by Asanga, p. 28,1. 25 (transl. W. Rahula, p. 46). - His Vyakhya by Sthiramati, T 
1606, K. 4, p. 713b22. 
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Furthermore, since the good is distinguished from the bad, there must be six destinies. The good being of 
superior ( agra ), middling ( madhya ) and inferior ( avara ) categories, there are three good destinies. Namely, 
the deva ‘gods’, the manusya ‘humans’ and the asuras. The bad being of higher, middling and lower 
categories, there are three bad destinies ( durgati ), namely the naraka, ‘damned’, the tiryanc ‘animals’ and 
the pretas. If it were not so - [i.e., if there were only five destinies] - there would be three fruits of 
retribution ( vipakaphala ) for the bad and only two fruits for the good. This would be conflicting ( virodha ). 
On the other hand, if there are six, the sense of equality is not violated. 

Question. - But the good dharmas involve three fruits ( phala ) as well: the lower fruit is a human destiny, 
the middling fruit is that of deva and the higher fruit that of nirvana. 

Answer. - In the present subject, nirvana is not included: only the abodes ( avasthd) constituting fruits of 
retribution ( vipakaphala ) for beings are being distinguished. Nirvana is not a fruit of retribution. 349 

The good dharmas ( kusaladharma ) are of two kinds: i) the thirty-seven auxiliaries of enlightenment 
(i bodhipaksika ) that lead to nirvana; /'/') the dharmas producing happiness ( sukha ) in the course of rebirths 
( punarbhava ). Here we are speaking only of the good dharmas occurring in the reincarnations [280b] 

(atmabhavapratilambha ); we are not talking about the good dharmas leading to nirvana. 

The good of the mundane order ( laukikakusala ) is of three categories: i) the superior category gives as fruit 
of retribution a deva destiny; ii) the middling category gives as fruit of retribution a human destiny; iii) the 
inferior category gives as fruit of retribution an asura destiny. 

Question. - But you yourself just said (p. 1954F) that the asuras are equal in power to the devas and that 
their bliss does not differ from that of the devas. Why do you now say that the good of the lower category 
gives as fruit of retribution an asura destiny? 

Answer. - Among humans ( manusya ), it is possible to go forth from home, take up the precepts ( sfla ) and 
thus arrive at bodhi; in the destiny of the asuras, the fetters ( samyojana ) cover the mind and it is very 
difficult to arrive at bodhi. Although they are inclined towards the fetters, the devas have right mind and 

Siddlii, p. 191. 

3. One can object that the Madhyamakasastra by Nagarjuna commented on by Pingala (?) proposes six 
gatis. Actually, we read in T 1664, k. 4, p. 36b 10-22: "Beings, enveloped by ignorance in regard to rebirth, carry out 
actions ( samskara ) of three kinds. Having carried out these actions, they fall into the six destinies in accordance with 
them. Conditioned by these actions, consciousness assumes an existence in the six destinies.” 

But the original text is known to us by the Madyamakakarika, XXVI, l-2ab: 

Punarbhavaya samskaran avidyanivrtas tridha / 
abhisamskurute yams fair gatim gacchati karmcibhih // 
vijhanam samnivisate samkdrapratyayam gatau / 

"In view of rebirth, the being, enveloped in ignorance, carries out actions ( samskara ) of three kinds, and 
by these actions, goes to his destiny. The consciousness conditioned by these actions goes to its destiny.” 

In the places where the original speaks of destiny in general, the translator, in this case Kumarajlva, speaks 
of six destinies. The Serindian master sometimes takes liberties with the texts. 

349 Nirvana, being asamskrta by definition, unconditioned or uncreated. 
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believe in bodhi; the asuras, whose minds, however, are bad and twisted, seldom come near to bodhi. This 
is why, although they are similar to the devas, it is hard for the asuras to come near to bodhi and this is why 
they are also inferior to humans. Just as the naga kings ( ndgardja ) and the birds with golden wings 
(garuda ), despite their great power ( anubhava ) and their power of transformation, belong to the animal 
destiny ( tiryaggati ), so the asuras [belong to a good destiny, but one which is of lower order]. 

Question. - If the naga kings and the birds with golden wings, despite their great power, are ranked in the 
animal destiny, the asuras in turn should be ranked in the preta destiny. Why are you still making a sixth 
destiny? 

Answer. - The naga kings and the birds with golden wings, even though they too enjoy bliss, walk 
horizontally 350 and resemble animals in shape; this is why they are classed in the animal destiny. Although 
they are shaped like humans, the damned ( naraka ) undergo great suffering; this is why they are not placed 
in the human destiny. As for the asuras, their power is great and their shape is like that of humans and gods; 
this is why they are placed separately in a sixth destiny. 

All this is said in summary. For the beings of the desire realm ( kdmadhdtu ), the form realm ( rupadhatu ) 
and the formless realm ( arupyadhatu ), see the following chapters. 351 


Paramitastava 

III. EXHORTATIONS TO THE PRACTICE OF THE PERFECTIONS 


1. Perfection of generosity 


Generosity (danapmaramita). - The bodhisattva invites beings to practice generosity: 

Poverty (ddridiya) is a great suffering but it is not out of poverty that one commits evil actions ( duskrtci ) 
and falls into the bad destinies ( durgati ). It is by committing evil actions that one falls into the three bad 
destinies from which it is impossible to become free. 

Flearing this, beings give up thoughts of avarice (matsaryacitta) and practice the perfection of generosity as 
will be said at length in the following chapters. 

Moreover, in the presence of beings, the bodhisattva preaches the Dharma by means of all kinds of nidanas 
and avadanas and criticizes avarice: 


350 According to etymology tiriyam anchita tiracclmnd (Comm, of Majjhima, II, p. 37). Hence the Tibetan 
translation dud hgro “that which walks bending over; opposite to man who walks upright” (S. C. Das) and the 
Chinese translation p’ang Iling or, more often, tch ’ou cheng. See also HBbBgirin, IV, p. 310. 

351 Especially Pancavimsati, p. 64 seq. 
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The miser, even for his personal needs, stints and spends nothing. He becomes nervous and turns red in 
front of beggars (ydcaka ). In the present lifetime, his voice ( svara ) and his color ( rupa ) are ugly 
(i durvarna ). Having planted bad actions for the future ( paratra ), he will be left with physical ugliness; not 
having previously planted the seeds of generosity, he is presently miserable. The miser is attached to wealth 
(i dhana ) and his greed does not cease. He opens the gate of sin ( dpattidvdra ) and does especially bad things; 
this is why he falls into the bad destinies. 

Moreover, while the wheel of transmigration ( samsdracakra ) is in movement, among the profitable actions 
there is none that surpasses generosity. Conveniences obtainable at will (yatheccham ) in the present 
lifetime (ihd) and in future lifetimes ( amutra ) all come from generosity. Generosity is the good guide 
[200c] that opens the doorway to the threefold happiness: heavenly happiness ( divyasukha ), human 
happiness ( manusyasukha ) and the happiness of nirvana (nirvanasukha). Why? 

[Sihasutta.f 5 - The reputation of the honest and generous man spreads: among the people well-disposed in 
the ten directions, there is no one who does not love him; in the great assembly, he is without fear 
( visdrada ); at the moment of death, he has no fear. 

This man says to himself: “I have planted 353 my wealth in the good fields of merit ( punyaksetra ); I will 
certainly cross through the gate of human happiness, of heavenly happiness and the happiness of nirvana.” 

Why? Generosity destroys the fetter of avarice (mdtsaryasamyojana), favors the beneficiary 
( pratigrdhaka ), drives away malice (v ydpdda) and suppresses jealousy ( Trsya ). The person who honors his 
beneficiary drives out his own pride ( mdnastambha ) and, by giving with a settled mind ( niyatacitta ), breaks 
the thread of his own doubt ( samsayajdla ). Knowing the fruits of retribution (vipdkaphala) of generosity, 
he drives away wrong views ( mithyddrsti ) and destroys ignorance ( avidyd ). Suppressing all the passions 
(klesa ) in this way, he opens the doorway to nirvana. 

Finally, he opens not only the door to the threefold happiness but also the door to immense Buddhahood 
and the state of Bhagavat. Why is that? Because the six perfections (pdramitd ) are Buddhahood, and 
generosity ( ddna ) is the first doorway to it: the other practices ( caryd ) all follow from it. 

These are the immense benefits ( anusamsa ) of generosity, and for this reason the bodhisattva “wants beings 
to become established in the perfection of generosity”. Regarding the perfection of generosity, see what 
has been said above (p. 662-769F) in regard to generosity. 

2. Perfection of morality 


Morality (silo). - The bodhisattva praises the practice of morality in the presence of beings: 


352 Anguttara, III, p. 38-41, cited above, p. 658F. 

353 Adopting the variant tche in place of tche. 
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You, O beings, should learn to observe morality. The virtue of morality uproots the three bad destinies 
(durgati ) and excludes a position of inferiority among men; it assures [a rebirth] among the gods, an 
honorable position among men and even attains the bodhi of the Buddhas. 

Morality is the root of bliss ( sukhamula ) for all beings. It is like a great treasure ( mahdnidhi ) bringing 
pearls ( mani ) and jewels ( ratna ). Morality is a great protector ( mahdpdla ) that suppresses fears ( bhaya ). It 
is like a great army ( mahasena ) that destroys thieves ( caura ). Morality is an ornament (dbharana ) to be 
worn like a necklace ( keyura, niska). Morality is a great ship ( mahdnau ) capable of crossing the great ocean 
of samsara. Morality is a great vehicle ( mahdydna ) capable of transporting heavy jewels to the city of 
nirvana. Morality is the good medicine ( bhaisajya ) capable of curing the sick of their fetters 
( samyojanavyddhi ). Morality is a friend ( kalyanamitra ) who follows you from lifetime to lifetime, never 
leaving you, and that assures the serenity of the mind ( cittayogaksema ): thus when a well is dug, as soon as 
wet mud is noticed, one rejoices and has no more sadness or worry. Morality perfects and improves all 
practices like a father and mother who are bringing up their children. Morality is the ladder of wisdom 
( jhdnasopdna ) that penetrates into purity ( andsrava ). Morality terrorizes the fetters ( samyojana ) like a lion 
(simha) that captures gazelles ( mrga ). Morality is the root of the qualities ( gunamula ) and the prerogative 
of monks. He who practices pure morality sees his aspirations (pranidhdna ) realized at will (yatheccham ): 
it is like the cintdmani that realizes all the desires of beings as soon at is in invoked. 

By praising the qualities of morality thus in many ways, the bodhisattva leads beings to rejoice and make 
the resolution to become established in the perfection of morality. 

3. Perfection of patience 


Patience ( ksanti ). - In the presence of beings, the bodhisattva praises patience: 

Patience is the strength of all monks ( pravrajita ): it humbles the wicked [281a] and manifests wondrous 
things (dscaryavastu) in the assemblies. Patience is the guardian that watches that generosity and morality 
are not broken. Patience is a great armor (mahdsamndha) that soldiers cannot pierce. Patience is the good 
medicine ( bhaisajya ) that eliminates bad poisons (visa). Patience is a great victory ( mahdjaya ) that assures 
safety (yogaksema ) and peace ( anupadrava ) over the dangerous paths of samsara. Patience is a great 
treasure that gives to the poor and the unfortunate an unlimited quantity of jewels. Patience is a great boat 
(mahdnau) that takes one from this shore ( apdra ) of samsara to the other shore (para ) of nirvana. Patience 
is a file that makes the qualities shine: actually, the person who does you wrong is like a pig that by rubbing 
against the golden mountain increases its brilliance still further. 354 Of the cutting tools used to seek the 
bodhi of the Buddhas and save beings, patience is the most admirable. 

The yogin should make the following reflection: If I answer this man maliciously ( vydpdda ), I am 
wounding myself. Besides, I too, in a previous existence, have committed such a fault; it is impossible to 


354 Translation proposed with reservations. 
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change it, I must necessarily atone for it. If I do not pardon this man, others will torment me again and I 
will be unable to escape from them. Then why should I get angry? Moreover, if a being carried away by 
passion ( klesa ) commits an evil deed [towards me], it is because he cannot control himself [and, knowing 
that, I ought to pardon him]. When a man possessed by a demon ( amanusya ) insults his physician ( vaidya ), 
the good physician limits himself to chasing away the demon and does not complain about the insults. The 
good yogin does the same: when a being commits an evil deed against him, he does not complain about this 
offense and limits himself to freeing this being from his fetters ( samyojana ). Finally, the patient man, 
seeing someone cursing him, acts like parents toward their son who is insulting them: he increases his 
affection and loves him even more. 

The yogin also says to himself: If this man attacks me, it is because of actions that I myself committed in 
my previous lives the results of which 1 now must endure. If now I answer [this offense] with anger 
(i dvesa ), I am creating new suffering for the future and when will I finally be freed from it? If I now endure 
this offense, I will escape the suffering forever. This is why I must not feel angry. 

Condemning malice (v ydpdda) thus in many ways, the yogin produces loving-kindness ( maitri ) and 
compassion (karund) and penetrates into patience towards beings ( sattvaksdnti ). Having entered into this 
patience, he has the following thought: According to the Dharma preached by the Buddhas of the ten 
directions, there is no self (dtmari) and no ‘mine’ (dtmiya), it is only an assemblage of dharmas 
(i dharmasamagri ) designated ( prajnapta ) under the name of ‘a being’ ( sattva ). The being is like a 
mechanical doll ( yantra ): it moves and acts, but inwardly there is no master entity ( svdmin ). It is the same 
for the body ( kdya ): it is just an arrangement of skin ( tvac ) and bone ( asthi ) that turns with the wind of the 
mind; being born and perishing from moment to moment, it is impermanent ( anitya ), empty ( simya ) and 
pacified (sdnta). No one is acting, no one is cursing, no one is undergoing curses for, from beginning to 
end, there is absolute emptiness (, atyantasunya ); it is only by error ( viparydsa ) and falsehood ( mrsd) that 
worldly people (prthagjana ) are attached in their minds to it. 

For the person who has reflected in this way, there is no being and, since the being does not exist, dharmas 
do not depend on anything ( anapeksa ). Simple assemblages of causes and conditions 
( hetupratyayasdmagri ), they are without self nature ( nihsvabhdva ). The being is an assemblage to which 
the name of being is wrongly given and it is the same for the dharmas. Knowing this is to enter into [281b] 
possession of patience in regard to things. 

Having obtained this sattvaksdnti and this dharmaksdnti, one attains supreme complete enlightenment 
(i anuttard samyaksambodhi ) and a fortiori yet other benefits. 

Having heard these exhortations, beings “become established in the perfection of patience”. 

4. Perfection of exertion 
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Exertion (virya). - Speaking to beings, the bodhisattva tells them: Do not be lazy ( kusida ), O beings. For 
the energetic person, there is no aspiration ( pranidhdna ) that is not realized. The higher qualities usually 
obtained are not without causes and conditions, but all of them come from exertion. 

Exertion has two characteristics ( laksana ): i) it gives rise to good dharmas; ii) it eiminates bad dharmas. 

It also has three characteristics: i) it wants to do something; ii) it does it with exertion; Hi) it does not desist. 

It also has four characteristics: /) it destroys and eliminates bad dharmas that have already arisen; ii) it 
prevents bad dharmas that have not yet arisen from arising; iii) it makes good dharmas that have not yet 
arisen arise; iv) it assures the development of good dharmas that have already arisen. 355 These are the 
characteristics of exertion. 

Exertion contributes to the realization of all the good dharmas: thus, when fire ( analci ) meets with the help 
of wind ( anila ), burning is activated. And just as in this world, a strong man ( dhira ) is able to cross 
mountains and seas, so exertion applied to the dharmas of the Path, succeeds in attaining the bodhi of the 
Buddhas and, a fortiori, yet other things. 

Beings who hear these exhortations are “established in the perfection of exertion”. 

Moreover, seeing that some beings have not yet produced [the mind] of supreme perfect enlightenment 
( anuttard samyaksambodhi), the bodhisattva praises this anuttard samyaksambodhi to them: 

Among all the dharmas, it is by far the foremost and the most noble. It helps everyone. It finds the true 
nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas and of the non-deceptive Dharma (avancanadharma). It has great loving¬ 
kindness ( mahdmatri ) and great compassion ( mahdkarund). It holds omniscience ( sarvajnatd), the physical 
mark of golden color (suvarnavarnata), the supreme miracles of the thirty-two major marks ( laksana) and 
the eighty minor marks (i anuvyanjna ), the immense [anasravaskandha] - morality (if/a), concentration 
(samddhi ), wisdom (prajnd), liberation ( vimukti), knowledge and vision of liberation 
( vimuktijndnadarsana ) -, the three knowledges {tisro vidyah), the unhindered [knowledges] ( pratisamvid ), 
and the unhindered penetration into all dharmas. 

Those who have attained it are the most venerable among all beings and have the right to the worship 
( pujd) of the whole world, If the person who limits himself to mentally commemorate the Buddhas gains 
immeasurable indestructible immense merit ( punya ), what can be said of those who exercise exertion 
{virya), generosity ( ddna ), morality (if/a), worship {pujd), service {paryupdsana ) and respect ( vandana )? 

Speaking to beings, the bodhisattva again tells them: Buddha activity {buddhakdiya) being like that, you 
must produce the mind of supreme bodhi {anuttarabodhicitta). By diligently practicing exertion and by 
acting in accordance with the Dharma, you will attain it without any difficulty. 

Having heard these exhortations, beings produce the mind of supreme bodhi. Those who produce it do not 
do so in vain; they will succeed in practicing the perfection of generosity and, having practiced it, they will 
also practice the [281c] perfection of morality, the perfection of patience, the perfection of meditation and 


355 Compare the definition of the four samyakpradhanas, p. 1123F 
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the perfection of wisdom. Now the practice of these five perfections is precisely the fact of the perfection of 
exertion. 


To those who do not produce the mind of the Mahayana, the bodhisattva must teach the pratyekabuddha 
bodhi. To those who do not have the pratyekabuddha bodhi, he teaches the development of the sravaka 
bodhi. To those who do not have the sravaka bodhi, he teaches the renunciation of form ( rupa ) and the 
tasting of the calm of the formless absorptions (arupyasamapatti). To those who do not have the formless 
absorptions, he teaches the renunciation of desire ( kdma ) and to taste the many blisses of the trances 
(i dhyana ) of the form realm ( rupadhatu ). To those who do not have the dhyanas, he teaches the 
development of the ten good paths of action ( kuscila karmapatha ) and to taste the many happinesses 
belonging to gods and humans. 

[To all, the bodhisattva says:] Do not give yourself up to empty and ineffective laziness ( kausfdya ). Poor 
people (i daridra ) and lowly people ( itvara ) are afflicted by all kinds of painful efforts, but laziness is the 
lowest of the faults: it destroys the benefits ( anusamsa ) and good paths ( kusalapatha ) of the present life and 
the future life ( ihaparatra janmari). 

Hearing these exhortations, beings gather the good dharmas and practice exertion diligently. 

5. Perfection of trance 


In the presence of beings, the bodhisattva praises the pure bliss ( visuddhasukha ) of the trances ( dhyana) 
and the absorptions ( samdpatti ), inner bliss ( adhydtmasukha ), the bliss of lordship (aisvaryasukha), the 
bliss of renunciation of sin ( apattiviratisukha ), the bliss of the present and the future life ( ihaparatrasukha ), 
the bliss experienced by the saint (diya ), the bliss of the Brahmadevarajas, the bliss felt by the entire body 
(kdyasaksatkurtasukha) 35 , deep, solid and wonderful bliss. 

[He says to beings:] Why do you cling, O beings, to the defiled bliss ( asucisukha ) of the five objects of 
enjoyment (pancakdmagnna )? Like animals, you are tasting the defiled bliss of sins and you are 
abandoning the wonderful bliss [mentioned above]. If you could renounce limited bliss, you would obtain 
great bliss. Do you not see that the farmer sacrifices a few seeds (bya) in order to subsequently reap great 
fruits ( mahdphala )? The person who makes the king a moderate gift receives in return a great reward; with 
a small fish as bait, one captures a big fish: if the sacrifice is modest, the capture is very important. It is the 
same for the wise person: by rejecting worldly happiness ( laukika sukha ), he obtains the intense happiness 
of the profound dhyanas and samapattis ; having this happiness, he looks back at sensual bliss ( kdmasukha ) 
and finds it very impure ( asuci ). He is like a man who has come out of prison or like a man sick with 
scabies ( kacchu ) who, once he is cured, no longer looks for the medicine. 


356 Bliss is experienced bodily during or rather on leaving the samjnaveditanirodhasamapatti: explanation of the 
Vaibhasikas and the Sautrantikas in Kosa VI, p. 224. 
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Moreover, the dhyanas and samapattis are the first gateway of true knowledge: they clarify wisdom 
( prajhd) and illumine the dharmas. Like a lamp in a secret room, their light is very useful. The yogin who is 
based on the dhyanas and samapattis attains the four immeasurables ( apramdna ), the liberations ( vimoksa ), 
the sources of mastery (, abhibhvdyatana ), the superknowledges (, abhijna), eloquence ( pratibhdna ) and other 
very profound qualities ( guna ). Possessing them fully, he is able to transform bricks and stones into 
cintamani and, a fortiori , into other things. There is nothing he cannot accomplish at will: 

1) he dives into the earth as into water, 

2) he walks on water as on the earth, 

3) he touches the sun and moon with his hand without either being burned or frozen, 7 

4) he is transformed into all kinds of animals without taking on their properties, 

5) sometimes he transforms his body and fills space with it, 

6) sometimes he reduces it to the size of a grain of dust,, 

7) sometimes he makes himself as light as a feather of a crane ( sdrasaroman ), 

8) sometimes he makes himself as heavy as a huge mountain, 

9) sometimes he taps the earth with his toe and the heaven and the earth [282a] begin to shake like grass or 
leaves being shaken. 

These superknowledges ( abhijna) and this power of transformation ( nirmdnabala ) come from all the 
dhyanas. 

Hearing these exhortations, beings “become established in the perfection of trance.” 

6. Perfection of wisdom 

The perfection of wisdom (prajhdpdramitd). - The bodhisattva teaches beings to practice wisdom: 

Wisdom, whose light is most brilliant, is called the ‘eye of wisdom’ ( prajhacaksus ). Without this eye of 
wisdom, a person, even though he has a fleshly eye ( mdmsacaksus ), is like a blind man ( andha); although 
he claims to have an eye, he is no different from the animals. The person who has wisdom distinguishes by 
himself the beautiful ( suvarna ) from the ugly (durvarna) without depending on another’s teaching. The 
person without wisdom follows others from east to west like a cow (go) or a camel ( ustra ) with pierced 
nose following its leader. 

Wisdom is the foremost of all conditioned dharmas ( samskrtadharma ) for, cherished by the saints 
(dryakdnta ), it destroys conditioned dharmas precisely. As is said in the sutras: Of all the jewels, the jewel 


357 Without being burned by the sun or the stars with hot rays ( usnarasmi ), or frozen by the moon or the stars with 
cold rays (sitarasmi). 
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of wisdom ( prajnaratna ) is foremost. 358 There is no further sadness or torment for the person who is 
established at the summit of wisdom: considering unfortunate and troubled beings, there is nothing that he 
does not discover except by the sword of wisdom; he breaks the passions which have had no beginning 
(i anddikaklesa ) and the shackles ( tdlaka ) of samsara. 

By the power of wisdom, one is able to perfect the six perfections, one obtains the inconceivable (, acintya ) 
immense ( apramdna ) bodhi of the Buddhas, one realizes omniscience ( sravjnatd ) and, a fortiori , the high 
qualities of the sravakas, pratyekabuddhas and worldly people. When this wisdom has grown, been purified 
and rendered indestructible, it is called ‘perfection’. 

Hearing these exhortations, beings “become established in the perfection of wisdom.” 

We may add that the bodhisattva does not always preach orally: sometimes he manifests the bases of his 
miraculous power (rddhipada) and emits rays so that beings become established in the six perfections; 
sometimes he resorts to many other methods and even goes so far as to exercise his activity in dreams 
(svapna ) so that beings “awaken” and “become established in the six perfections.” 359 

This is why the Prajnaparamitasutra has said: “The bodhisattva who wishes that beings become established 
in the six perfections must practice the perfection of wisdom.” 


Aksayam kusalamulam 

Fourth Section PLANTING INEXHAUSTIBLE ROOTS OF GOOD 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 24,1. 5-7; Satasahasrika, p. 73,1. 11-14). - The bodhisattva-mahasattva who 
wishes to plant even one single root of good in the field of merit of the Buddhas and make it inexhaustible 
until he accedes to supreme complete enlightenment must practice the perfection of wisdom (Bodhisattvena 
mahasattvenaikam api kusalamulam budddndm punyaksetre ‘varopitukamena tac caksayam kartukdmena 
ydvad anuttarayam samyaksambodhdv abhisambodheh prajndpdramitayam siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

I. ONE SINGLE ROOT TO BE PLANTED IN THE FIELD OF THE BUDDHAS 


358 Unidentified passage, but the images called forth are canonical: for the Samyutta, I, p. 36 and 37, and Udana, VI, 
st. 4, wisdom is the jewel of men (patina nardnam ratanam), and the heroes of the Theragatha, st. 1094, hope to cut 
the creeper of thirst by taking up the pointed sword of wisdom (panndmayam tikhinam asim gahetva). 

359 The oratorical skills of the bodhisattva are the results of his pratibhanapratisamvid; see p. 1623-1624F. 
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Roots of good (kusalamula). - There are three roots of good: z) absence of desire (alobha); ii ) absence of 
hatred ( advesa ); iii) absence of delusion ( amoha ). 360 All the good dharmas derive their birth ( utpdda ) and 
their increase (vrddhi) from the three roots of good, just as plants, trees, grasses and bushes derive their 
arising and growth from their roots. This is why they are called ‘roots of good’. 

Here by ‘roots of good’ the Prajnaparamitasutra means [not the roots of good themselves] but rather things 
to be offered (pujopakarana ) which are the roots of good for causes and conditions, e.g., flowers (puspa), 
perfumes ( gandha ). lamps (dfpa) or also spiritual offerings ( dharmapujd) such as the observance of 
morality ( sflasamdddna ), the recitation of sutras ( sutrodgrahana ), etc. [Here, actually, the 
Prajnaparamitasutra] is metaphorically designating the effect by the cause (kdiye karanopacarah). 361 Why 
is that? Perfumes and flowers are morally indeterminate ( aniyata ); they must be offered with a good 
intention ( kusalacitta ) to really be roots of good. [In itself] the gift ( ddna ) is not meritorious ( punya ): it 
[282b] is only when it destroys avarice ( mdtsarya ) and opens the door to the good dharmas that it is a root 
of good and qualifies as meritorious. Thus, the needle (suci) guides the thread ( sutra ) and sews the 
garment, but the sewing is not the needle. 

[Here the Prajnaparamitasutra is speaking about] a “single root of good”, one flower, one perfume, one 
lamp, one ceremony, one recitation of a sutra, one observance of morality, one trance ( dhydna ), one 
wisdom ( prajna), etc. Taken one by one, these material offerings (pitjd ) and these spiritual offerings 
{dharmapujd) are planted ( avaropita ) in the Buddha field. 

The ‘field of the Buddhas’ ibuddhaksetrd) is the Buddhas of the ten directions and the three times. Whether 
it is a matter of one Buddha present in the world, one statue ( pratimd ), one relic ( sarfra ) or simply one 
recollection ( anusmrti ) of a Buddha, one is planting it ( avaropayati ) in the sense that one’s mind is being 
firmly attached to it. 

Question. - The sutras mention many fields of merit (punyaksetra); 62 why is it a question here of planting 
in the field of the Buddhas only? 

Answer. - Although there are many fields of merit, the Buddha is the foremost field of merit because he 
has the ten powers {bala), the four fearlessnesses (vaisaradya), the eighteen special attributes 
(avenikadharma) and innumerable Buddha attributes of the same type. That is why it is a matter here of 
planting only in ‘‘the field of the Buddhas”. It is true that the Jewel of the Dharma is the Buddha’s teacher 
(buddhdcdrya ), but if the Buddha did not preach the Dharma, this Jewel would be unused. In the same way, 
although there are good medicines ( bhaisajya ), if there are no good physicians {vaidya) to prescribe them, 
they would be unused. This is why, although the Jewel of the Dharma is superior, we always mention the 


360 Dlgha, III, p. 214; Majjhima, I, p. 47; Anguttara, I, p. 203: Tmi kusalarnuldni: alobho kusalamulam, adoso 
kusalamulam, amoho kusalamulam. - Nidanasamyukta, p. 189: Trim kusalarnuldni / alobhah kusalamulam / adveso 
‘mohair kusalamulam l 

361 Other examples of upacdra, above, p. 1932F, n. 1. 

362 References in Suramgamasamadhisutra, transl. p. 231-233, note. 
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[Jewel of the] Buddha ( buddharatna ) first and a fortiori, [only third], the Jewel of the Community 
(, samgharatna ). 363 

Moreover, the field of the Buddhas produces immense fruits of retribution ( vipdkaphala ) whereas the fruits 
produced by the other fields, immense though they are, are indeed inferior. This is why the field of the 
Buddhas is placed first. 


II. ‘INEXHAUSTIBLE’ ROOT 


[The bodhisattva wants the root of good that he is planting in the field of the Buddhas] ‘to be inexhaustible’ 
(aksaya). The Buddhas are endowed with inexhaustible qualities ( aksayaguna ); 364 this is why the merits 
that are planted therein are also inexhaustible. 

Moreover, since the qualities ( guna) of the Buddhas are immense ( apramana ), infinite ( ananta ), 
innumerable ( asamkhyeya ) and unequaled ( asama ), the merits that are planted therein are also 
inexhaustible. 

Moreover, when the Buddha was still a bodhisattva, he had in mind the universality of beings 
(sarvadattva). But these beings are immeasurable and infinite [in number]. Therefore his merit also was 
inexhaustible. 

Finally, the field of the Buddhas is very pure (parisuddha ), for all the dirty weeds of the passions ( klesa ), 
craving ( trsnd), etc., have been uprooted. Pure morality (visuddhasila) is its leveled soil; great loving¬ 
kindness ( mahdmaitri ) and great compassion ( mahdkarund) are its beauties; it is free of poor brackish 
fields; the thirty-seven auxiliaries to enlightenment ( bodhipdksika ) are its canals; the ten powers (bald), the 

363 Respective value of the Three Jewels, in the order: Buddha, Dharma, Samgha, of which the first and the third 
constitute punyaksetras. 

Theoretically the Dhanna is superior to the Buddha. Shortly after his enlightenment, Sakyamuni began to 
search for a teacher to venerate, respect and serve, but not finding one anywhere, he decided to take as teacher the 
Dharma that he had discovered (cf. Garciva suttci, Samyutta, I, p. 138-140; Samyukta, T 99, no. 1188, k. 44, p. 
321cl8-322a7; T 100, no. 101, k. 5, p. 410a3-b8; Traite, p. 586F). If the Buddha appears at the head of the Three 
Jewels, it is because he is the physician ( vaidya ), the Dhanna is the medicine ( bhaisajya ) and the Samgha, the 
patient (upasthayaka), as has been said above (p. 1393F, n. 1). Although it effects the cure, the medicine is lower 
than the physician, for without the latter, it would neither be prescribed nor applied. 

There remains to be known in which buddhaksetra one should plant preferentially. Here the sutras differ: 
according to the Majjhima, III, p. 254,1. 27-29, gifts should be made first of all to the Buddha, but the latter on 
several occasions (Anguttara, III, p. 286,1. 7-9) has given the Samgha of disciples as the buddhaksetra par 
excellence ( anuttara ). Hence divergences among the Buddhist sects, described above p. 1400F, n. 1. 

A related problem is the taking of refuge ( saranagamana) in the Three Jewels; cf. L. de La Vallee Poussin, 
Documents d’Abhidharma, MCB, I, 1931-32, p. 64-109. 

364 Adopting the variant pou-tsin. 
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four fearlessnesses ( vaisdradya ), the four unhindered knowledges ( pratisamvid ), etc., are its great walls; it 
produces the three Vehicles ( yanatraya ), nirvana and the fruits of ripening ( vipakaphala ). Whoever plants 
in this peerless (, anuttara ) and unequaled ( asama ) field reaps inexhaustible merit. 

Question. - However, all the conditioned dharmas ( samskrtadharma ), having impermanence as their nature 
(i anityalaksana ), all end up in being exhausted ( ksaya ). How then could merit {punya ), the result of causes 
and conditions ( pratityasamutpanna ), be inexhaustible {aksaya)l 

Answer. - [The Prajnaparamitasutra] here does not say that it is always inexhaustible, but rather that it is 
inexhaustible during the interval of time [that it takes for the bodhisattva] to become Buddha. 365 

Moreover, although they arise and perish from moment to moment, the conditioned dharmas 
{samskrtadharma) are inexhaustible ( aksina ) insofar as their series ( samtdna ) is not cut and the fruit of 
retribution ( vipakaphala ) is not lost. It is like the lamp ( dipa ) which, although its successive flames arise 
and are extinguished [from instant to instant], is not said to be “extinguished”: it is necessary that the tallow 
{medas) be melted and the wick ( varti ) be consumed for the lamp to be ‘extinguished’. It is the same for 
merit: resolutely planted ( adhydsayendvaropita ) in an excellent field, it remains non-extinguished ( aksina ) 
until the disappearance of things ( dharmaksaya ). [282c] 

Finally, the Bodhisattva knows that the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas is inexhaustible {aksayd), 
like nirvana. But the merit ( punya ) is part of to the true nature of the dharmas, therefore it too is 
inexhaustible. 

If that is so, nirvana being inexhaustible, merit too should be always inexhaustible. Why does [the 
Prajnaparamitasutra] say that it remains inexhaustible during the interval of time [required for the 
bodhisattva] to become Buddha? 

Answer. - By the power of the wisdom ( prajndbala ) [that it inspires], this merit becomes a quality ( guna ) 

‘ comparable to nirvana’: absolutely empty ( atyantasunya ), unborn ( anutpdda ) and unceasing (anirodha). 
This is why it is compared to nirvana, but it is not nirvana. 366 If it were confused with nirvana, one would 
be unable to establish a comparison ( upamdna ) [between this merit and nirvana]. If it were really nirvana, 
then what would this fruit of retribution ( vipakaphala ) that remains indestructible consist of when one 
becomes Buddha? 

This can be compared to the three gates of deliverance ( vimosamukha ), namely, emptiness ( sunyatd), 
signlessness (dnimitta ) and wishlessness ( apranihita ). 


365 The passage of the Pancavimsati commented on here says textually: yavad anuttardydm samyaksambodhav 
abhisambodheh; literally: “until the great awakening [of the bodhisattva] into supreme complete enlightenment”. 

366 The merit that consists of planting a root of good, i.e., an offering, in the field of Buddha is so great that, while 
being renewed from moment to moment, it lasts until arriving at Buddhahood. If it disappears at that moment, it is 
because this merit is the result of causes and conditions and, as conditioned ( samskrta ), it must finally perish. This 
merit may be compared to nirvana, but nirvana which, by definition, is unconditioned ( asamskrta ), escapes all 
destruction, as well as all production. It is not a fruit of retribution. 
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Just as deliverance ( vimoksa ) has absolute emptiness ( atyantasunyatd) as nature, so the sunyata- 
vimoksamukha considers the world to be absolutely empty. - Just as deliverance ( vimoksa ) has the absence 
of nature (animitta ) as nature, so also the animitta-vimoksamukha considers the world to be without nature. 
- Just as deliverance ( vimoksa ) has wishlessness ( apranihita ) as nature, so also the apranihita- 
vimoksamukha considers the world as excluding any wishing. 

[In summary,] just as the three gates of deliverance ( vimoksamukha ) are like deliverance ( vimoksa ) but are 
not deliverance, so the merit planted in the field of the Buddhas is like nirvana but is not nirvana. 

This is why the Prajnaparamitasutra says here: “The bodhisattva who wants to plant even one single root of 
good in the field of merit of the Buddhas and make it inexhaustible until he accedes to supreme complete 
enlightenment must practice the perfection of wisdom.” 
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CHAPTER XL VII PRAISES MADE BY THE BUDDHAS 


First Section WINNING THE PRAISES OF THE BUDDHAS 

Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 24,1. 7-8; Satasahasrika, p. 73,1. 14-74,1. 16). - The bodhisattva-mahasattva 
who wishes that the Buddhas of the ten directions praise him must practice the perfection of wisdom (Ye 
dasasu diksu buddhd bhagavantas te me varnam bhdserann iti bodhisattvena prajndpdramitaydm 
siksitavyam). 

Sdstra. — 


Bodhisattvavarna 

I. CONVENTIONAL NATURE OF THE DESIRE FOR PRAISE 


Question. - Considering the absolute emptiness (atyantasimata) of dharmas and inwardly being free of 
egoism ( ahamkmara ), the bodhisattva has already destroyed all pride ( mdnastambha ); why would he still 
want the Buddhas to praise him? Besides, it is the rule among bodhisattvas to pay homage to the Buddhas; 
why would he expect the Buddhas to pay homage to him in return? 

Answer. - The Buddhist system has two gates ( mukha ): i) the gate of absolute meaning ( pardmdrtha ); ii ) 
the gate of conventional meaning. Conventionally, the bodhisattva wants the Buddhas to praise him, but 
when he is praised by the Buddhas, he does not see [in himself] any substantial self (dtman ) and does not 
grasp any nature of existence (na sattvanimuttam udgrhnati). It is purely a manner of speaking 
(lokaprajnati), therefore, that the sutra expresses itself thus. 

Are you wondering why the bodhisattva “would expect in return that the Buddhas would pay homage 
( pujd) to him?” In a subsequent chapter, 367 the bodhisattva praised by the Buddhas is the bodhisattva 
“completely non-regressing in his course towards supreme complete enlightenment” (atyantdvinivartamyo 
‘nuttarayah samyaksambodheh). In the present case, this bodhisattva wishes to know with certainty 
(niyatam) if he is or is not non-regressing. This is why he seeks the ‘praise’ (varna) of the Buddhas but 
does not seek their ‘homage’ (pujd). 


II. VALUE OF THE PRAISES GIVEN BY THE BUDDHAS 


367 Chapter LV of the Pancavimsati (T 223, k. 16, p. 339a8-341b6) entitled Pou t’oueip’in 
(Avinivartanlyaparivarta). 
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Furthermore, other people, other beings, whose minds are clouded by lust ( rdga ), hatred ( dvesa ) and 
delusion ( moha ), are unable to praise in accordance [283a] with the truth. Why? If they have the tendency 
to love, they do not see the real defects ( dosa ) and they see only the qualities ( guna ); if they have the 
tendency to hate, they see only the defects and do not see the qualities; if delusion is predominant in them, 
they are incapable of really discerning the beautiful ( suvarna ) from the ugly ( durvarna ). 

Gods and humans have a [certain] wisdom ( prajna) and the threefold ( trivisa ) poison is subdued (tanu) in 
them; however, they too are incapable of praising in accordance with the truth. Indeed, they are still subject 
to error ( vancana ), they do not have omniscience {sarvajnata) and their fetters are not broken 
(i asamucchinnasamyojana ). 

The sravakas 368 and pratyekabuddhas, while they have eliminated the threefold poison, they too cannot 
praise in accordance with truth for they have not yet exhausted all the traces of passion ( vdsand) and, in 
addition, their wisdom {prajna) is not perfect (sampanna). 

The Buddha alone has definitively destroyed the three poisons and their traces {vdsand) and his 
omniscience ( sarvajnata ) is complete. This is why he can praise in accordance with the truth, without 
exaggerating or minimizing (anundnadhikam). Consequently the yogin wants to obtain the praise of the 
Buddhas in order to know his real qualities. He does not seek the praise of other people. 


III. ALTHOUGH NON-EXISTENT, THE BODHISATTVA MERITS SPECIAL 
PRAISES 


Question. - “The Buddhas born into the threefold world are detached from the world” 369 and for them there 
is neither ‘me’ (atmari) nor ‘mine’ (dtmvya). They consider that the heretics {tfrthika) and bad people on the 
one hand and the great bodhisattvas and arhats on the other hand are equal and no different. Why then do 
they praise the bodhisattva? 

Answer. - Although the Buddhas are without egotism (ahamkara), without aversion (pratigha) or affection 
{anunaya), although their minds are detached from all the dharmas, they have pity on beings and guide 
them all by means of feelings of great loving-kindness (, mahamaitri ) and great compassion {mahakaruna). 
This is why they distinguish honest men and praise them. They also want to destroy the evil Maras. 

What the Buddhas wish by praising [the bodhisattva] is that innumerable beings should love the 
bodhisattva, respect him, honor him, and then all attain the bodhi of the Buddhas. This is why the Buddhas 
praise the bodhisattva. 


368 Here, these are the sravakas who have attained arhathood. 

369 Compare Samyutta, III, p. 140;Anguttara, II, p. 39: Tatlidgato [loke jdto] loke samvaddho lokam abhibhuyya 
viharati anupalitto lokena. 
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Question. How do they praise him? 

Answer. - The Buddhas who preach the Dharma in the great assembly and want people to penetrate into 
the very profound Dharma (, atigambhiradharma ) praise the bodhisattvas such as, for example, Sa-t ’o po- 
louen (Sadaprarudita), 370 etc. 

Moreover, the Buddhas who praise the bodhisattva express themselves in this way. 371 

1) The bodhisattva is able to contemplate the absolute emptiness (atyantasunyata) of dharmas and can also 
have great loving-kindness and great compassion for beings. 

He is able to practice patience in regard to beings and also to not see beings. 

Even though he practices patience towards things ( dharmaksdnti ), he experiences no attachment 
(i abhinivesa ) for all these things. 

Although he sees the events of past lifetimes ( purvanivdsa ), he does not fall into the wrong view of the 
earlier time ( purvanta ). 

Although he sees beings enter into nirvana without residue of conditioning ( nirupadhisesanirvana ), he does 
not fall into the wrong view of the later time ( aparanta ). 

While knowing that nirvana is the peerless ( anuttara ) true dharma, he still accomplishes good bodily, vocal 
and mental actions ( kdyavdnmanaskarman ). 

While traveling through samsara, he resolutely ( adhydsayena ) loves nirvana. 


370 References above, p. 1353F, n. 1. 

371 Explanation dedicated to the “double life” of bodhisattvas: the practice of the paramitas by the method of non¬ 
abiding: asthanayogena (Pancavimsati, p. 18,1. 7-15; Satasahasrika, p. 56,1. 1-9); the path of the twofold practice of 
skillful means and the truth (Avatamsaka, T 279, k. 56, p. 296v22-297c3); the “deviations” ( agati ) of the bodhisattva 
(VimalakTrtinirdesa , transl. p. 285-289. 

372 The wrong views of earlier time and later time, i.e., relating to the past and the future, have already been 
condemned by the canonical texts where it is said that the learned noble disciple ( srutavan aryasravaka) does not 
concern himself with them. Whereas the Pali sutta (Samyutta, II, p. 26-27) asks a question to which it replies in the 
negative: Netam thanm vijjati, the Sanskrit sutra (Nidanasamyukta, p. 150-151) and its Chinese version (T 99, k. 12, 
p. 84bl7-cl) expresses itself directly in the negative form: 

Sa na pirvltam pratisarati / kin nv aham abhuvam atite ‘dhvani / aho svin naham atite ‘dhvani / ka nv 
aham abhuvam atite ‘dhvani / katham nv aham abhuvam atite ‘dhvani / Apardntam va na partisarati / ko nu andgate 
‘dhvani / katham nu bhavisyamy andgate ‘dhvani / 

This [noble learned disciple] does not care about previous time by asking: What was I in the past? Or else, 
was I not in the past? Who was I in the past? How was I in the past? 

He does not care about later time by asking: What will I be in the future? Or else, will I not be in the 
future? Who will I be in the future? How will I be in the future? 
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While abiding in the three gates of deliverance (vimoksamukha) and contemplating nirvana, he does not 
violate his earlier vows ( purvapranidhana ) or his good practices ( kusalacaiya). The many extraordinary 
qualities are very difficult to find. 

2) Furthermore, when the bodhisattva has not yet obtained the acquiescence that dharmas do not arise 
{anutpddaksdnti) or the five superknowledges (, abhijna), his fleshly body of birth-death 

( samsdramamsakdya or cyutyupapddasdmaskdya ) has feelings of great loving-kindness ( mahdmaitri) and 
great compassion ( mahdkarund) [283b] for beings, and he distributes completely his most precious inner 
(i adhydtmika ) and outer ( bdhya ) goods: his outer goods, such as his dearly loved wife and children, five 
objects of enjoyment {pancakdmaguna ) of great value, pacified lands, etc.; his inner goods, such as his 
body {kayo), flesh ( mdmsa ), skin ( tvac ), bones ( asthi ), blood (/0/7/to), head ( siras ), eyes ( nayana ), marrow 
(majjari), skull ( mastaka ), ears {srota), nose ( ndsd), hands {pdni ), feet (pdda ), etc. Such things are very rare 
(durlabha ). This is why the Buddhas praise the virtues of this bodhisattva. 

3) When the bodhisattva has entered into his position assured of 

attaining enlightenment ( dharmaniydma ) and possesses the superknowledges {abhijna), he devotes himself 
to the austerities {duskaracaryd) without ever getting tired of the difficulties. In this bodhisattva, the body 
of birth (janmakdya ), the fleshly eye ( mamsacaksus ) and the aptitudes {abhiprdya) are very extensive. Fie 
has feelings of great compassion {mahdkarund) and he loves the bodhi of the Buddhas. Such feats are very 
extraordinary ( adhbhuta ). 

4) Furthermore, when the bodhisattva is endowed with the purity of morality ( silasuddhisampanna ), he no 
longer distinguishes between morality {sila) and immorality {dauhsflya). 313 In the face of dharmas 
absolutely without birth {atyantdnutpanna) and always empty ( saddsunya ), his dhannaksdnti and his 
exertion {virya) are unceasing. Fie has neither attraction nor aversion. [To his eyes] exertion (vfrya) and 
laziness (, kausidya ) are of the same nature {ekalaksana) and no different. 374 For immense ( paramana) 
infinite {ananta) and incalculable {asamkhyeyd) kalpas, he has practiced exertion diligently and, in general, 
he takes up and practices the most profound concentrations (gambhirasamddhi), but without being attached 
to them, for concentrations {samddhi) and distraction {viksepa) are no different/ 73 Without leaving 
concentration, he creates for himself {nirmimite) an immense body that fills the ten directions completely, 
preaches the Dharma and saves people. 

5) Applying profound wisdom ( gambhfraprajnd), he considers all dharmas as anutpanna-aniruddha 
“unborn and undestroyed”, not anutpanna-aniruddha, both anutpanna-aniruddha and non -anutpanna- 
aniruddha, neither anutpanna-aniruddha and non-anutpanna-aniruddha, 6 beyond all speech 

373 See above, p. 770F and 861F. 

374 See above, p. 98IF 

375 See preceding note. 

376 In the muddle of the Chinese negations, we seem to recognize here one of the teralemmas {catuskoti) of which 
the Madhyamika logic is fond (see above, p. 155F). On this mode of argumentation (A, non-A, A and non-A, neither 
A nor non-A), see J. May, Candrakirti, p. 16; S. Schayer, Ausgewalte Kapitel aus der Prassanapadd, Cracow, 1931, 
p. xxxv-xxvi. 
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(sarvavadasamatikranta); inalterable, indestructible ungraspable; realm of the saints (aryanam gocarah) 
and pure like nirvana. But the bodhisattva is no longer attached to these considerations and [thus] his mind 
does not weaken ( ndvalvyate ). By this wisdom he is able to assure his own good ( svahita ). It is this 
bodhisattva that the Buddhas praise. 

6) Furthermore, when the bodhisattva 377 has not obtained the prediction (y yakarana), has not obtained the 
conviction that dharmas do not arise ( anutpattikadharmaksdnti ), has not met the Buddhas and has not seen 
the saints ( bhadrdrya ), he is able, by means of right thought ( samyaksamkalpa ) to contemplate the true 
nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas and, while contemplating this true nature, his mind is not attached to it. 
The Buddhas of the ten directions together praise this bodhisattva. 

7) Furthermore, when he hears speak of the very profound ( gambhvra ) immense ( apramana ) infinite 
(ananta) and inconceivable ( acintya ) Buddha attributes, even though he has not yet himself obtained 
wisdom, the bodhisattva can believe strongly in these attributes without feeling any doubt ( vicikitsd). If 
Mara, changed into buddha, came to create doubt in him, the mind of the bodhisattva would show neither 
high nor low ( anundnadhika ). This bodhisattva is praised buy the Buddhas. 

8) There are also bodhisattvas who, from their first production of the mind of bodhi ( bodhicittotpdda ), 
immediately become buddhas. 378 The Buddha praises them for they have great power of exertion 
(mahaviryabala). 

Thus, when the [future] Buddha Sakyamuni and the bodhisattva Maitreya simultaneously produced the 
mind of bodhi ( cittotpdda ), the Buddha Sakyamuni, by the power of is exertion, crossed over nine kalpas 
[over the hundred that he normally would have had to course through]. 379 

[283c] 9) Finally, there are bodhisattvas who are endowed with bodhisattva attributes, namely, the ten 
bhumis, the six perfections ( paramita), the ten powers ( bala ), the four fearlessnesses ( vaisdradya ), the four 
unhindered knowledges ( pratisamvid ), the eighteen special attributes (dvenikadharma ) and innumerable 
pure Buddha attributes. 380 Flowever, for beings, they remain in samsara for a long time and, without taking 

377 It is a matter here of a bodhisattva who has not yet reached the eighth bhumi. 

378 These are upapdyaparinirvdyin bodhisattvas who attain sambodhi at the moment when they produce the mind of 
bodhi. Pancavimsati, p. 66,1. 4-7 defines them as follows: Santi bodhisattva mahasattva ye 
prathamacittotpadenaivanuttardm samyaksambodhim abhisambudhyante, dharmacakram pravrtayanty 
aprameydnam asamkhyeydndm sattvanam cartham krtvd nirupadhisese nirvanadhatau parinirvanti, tesdm 
parinirvrtdndm kalpam vd kalpdvasesam vd saddharmas tisthati. ity upapadyaparinirvayi. 

They correspond to the upapadyaparirtirvdyin anagamins of the early Buddhism who attain nirvana on 
taking rebirth (see Kosa, iii, p. 38). 

379 The simultaneous cittotpdda of the future Buddha and Maitreya has already been told above. For parallel 
sources, see p. 252F, n. 2 and also Kosabhasya, p. 267,1.11-17. For the nine kalpas skipped ( pratyudavartita ) by 
Sakyamuni, see p. 252F, n. 1. The question of ‘skipping’ has been treated by J. May in detail, HBbBgirin, IV, p. 353- 
360, see under chfijfi. 

380 Note that the balas, vasitas, vaisdradyas and dvenikadharmas of the bodhisattvas are not the same as those of the 
Buddhas: cf. Mahavyut., chaps. XXVI to XXIX. Here it is a matter of the bodhisattva of the tenth bhumi. 
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up supreme complete enlightenment (, anuttara samyaksambodhi ), they save beings widely. 381 The Buddhas 
praise these bodhisattvas. Who are they? They are, for example, Wen-chou-che-li (Manjusri), P ’i-mo-lo-kie 
(Vimalaklrti), Kouan-che-yin (Avalokitesvara), Ta-che-tche (Mahasthamaprapta), Pien-ki 
(Samantabhadra). These leaders among the bodhisattvas appear in the threefold world ( traidhdtuka ), create 
for themselves innumerable bodies by transformation , enter into samsara and convert beings. From such 
exploits (i adbhuta ) comes the entire very profound prajnaparamita. 

This is why the Prajnaparamitasutra says here: “The bodhisattva who wishes to obtain the praises of the 
Buddhas must practice the perfection of wisdom.” 


381 The best-known bodhisattvas of legend and worship are precisely those who retard their entry into parinirvana 
indefinitely in order to dedicate themselves to the welfare and happiness of beings. The Traite here cites six with 
Manjusri in first place. Like that of all bodhisattvas, his career is encapsulated between two crucial moments: i) the 
production of the mind of enlightenment ( bodhicittotpada) or the grand resolution ( adhydsaya) of becoming buddha; 
ii ) the arrival at supreme complete enlightenment ( anuttara samyaksambodhi). 

According to the Manjusrlbuddhaksetragunavyuha (T 318, k. 2, p. 896c-899b; T 310, k. 59, p. 345b-347c; 
T 319, k. 2-3, p. 912b-915b; OKC 760, no, 14), - fonnerly - kalpas as numerous as the sands of 70 myriads of an 
incalculable number of Ganges - the Tathagata Megasvara appeared in the east, in the Anutpada universe, separated 
from ours by 72 nayutas of Buddha fields. 

It was in the presence of this Buddha and in this universe that a religious king named Akasa produced the 
mind of enlightenment and formulated his vows and intentions in words the original of which appeared in 
Siksasamuccaya, p. 14: 

Naham tvaritarupena bodhim prdptum ihotsahe / 
parantakotim sthasami satvasyaikasya karanat ft 
ksetram visodhayisyami aprameya, acintiyam / 
ncimadheyam karisyami dasa diksu ca visrtam // 

“I have no eagerness to attain enlightenment and I shall remain here below as long as there will remain one 
being to be saved. I will purify an immense inconceivable field and I will make my name famous in the ten 
directions.” 

This king Akasa was none other than the actual bodhisattva Manjusri. Kalpas as numerous as the sands of 
70 myriads of Ganges ago. he produced for the first time the mind of enlightenment; kalpas as numerous as the 
sands of 64 Ganges ago he obtained the conviction that dharmas do not arise ( anutpattikadharmaksanti ) and acceded 
thus to the eighth bhumi. Now that he has become a great bodhisattva of the tenth bhumi, he has no thought of 
entering into parinirvana. 

It is only after an incalculable number of incalculable periods that he will attain supreme complete 
enlightenment. In the Vimala universe of the southern direction, he will be the buddha Samantadarsin, so called 
“because he will make himself visible everywhere in the innumerable hundreds of thousands of hundred thousands 
of nayutas of buddhaksetras.” - The legend of Manjusri may be taken as typical and its framework useful for all the 
great bodhisattvas with slight modifications of time and place. 

That of Vimalaklrti is less detailed; see, however, the Suramgamasamadhisutra, transl. p. 191-192, n. 181. 
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Lokadhatupasamkramana 

Second Section ACCEDING TO INNUMERABLE UNIVERSES 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati,p. 27,1. 4-7; Satasahasrika, p. 74,1. 16-75,1. 19). - Furthermore, O Sariputra, the 
bodhisattva-mahasattva who wishes, in one single production of mind, to go to universes in the ten 
directions as numerous as the sands of the Ganges, must practice the perfection of wisdom (Punar aparam, 
Sariputra, bodhisattvena mahasattvena, ekacittotpddenadasasu diksu gangadnadfvdlukopamdn 
lokadhatunupasamkramitukamena prajndpdramitdyam siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 


I. MAGICAL POWERS OF MULTIPLICATION AND DISPLACEMENT 


The bodhisattva who has acquired the power of transformation of bodies ( kdyanirmdnabala ) creates for 
himself bodies as numerous as the sands of the Ganges of the ten directions and goes simultaneously to 
universes of the ten directions also as numerous as the sands of the Ganges. 

Question. - A sutra says: “In one single fingersnap, there are sixty moments” ( acchatdmdtrena sastih ksana 
atikrdmanti). It is already incredible that in a single instant the bodhisattva is able to go to universes of a 
single direction as numerous as the sands of the Ganges; what can be said then if he goes to universes of the 
ten directions as numerous as the sands of the Ganges? In such a short time, the destinations are truly too 
numerous! 

Answer. - A sutra says: “There are five incomprehensible ( acintya ) things, namely: ;) the number of 
beings; ii) the retribution of action ( karmavipdka ); Hi) the power of a person in meditation ( dhydyabala ); 
iv) the power of the nagas; v) the power of the Buddha. Of these five incomprehensible things, the power of 
the Buddha is the most incomprehensible? 8 ' 


382 The Abhidharmikas hesitate between 60, 64 or 65 moments: 

Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 136, p. 70lb 14: In the time that a strong man snaps his fingers, there are 64 ksana. 
Kosabhasya, p. 176,1. 13-14: Balavatpurusacchatamatrenapancasastih ksana atikrdmantity 
Abhidharmikdh.. 

Nyayanusara, T 1562, k. 32, p.521cl3-14: 65 ksana. 

Madh. vrtti, p. 547: Balavatpurusaddhatamatrena pancasastih ksana atikramantiti pcithat. 

383 See references above, p. 1639F, n. 1. 
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The bodhisattva in profound concentrations ( gamnbhirasamddhi ) produces incomprehensible 
superknowledges (, acintyabhijna) and by means of them, in a single moment, goes everywhere in the 
Buddha universes of the ten directions. 

As has been said (p. 329-330F, 1819-1820F) in regard to the four magical powers of movement 
( gamanarddhi ), only the Buddhas and bodhisattvas have the magical powers (rddhiabhijna) of moving at 
the speed of thought ( manojavd gad). As soon as the chick of the bird with golden wings ( garuda ) comes 
out of its shell, it goes from Sumeru to Sumeru. It is the same with the bodhisattvas; by the power of their 
conviction of the non-arising of things (, anutpadaksdnti ) they have destroyed the passions ( klesa ) and 
broken the egg-shell of ignorance ( avidyd). From then on, in a single instant, they create innumerable 
bodies for themselves and go in the ten directions. 

Furthermore, for the bodhisattva, all the sins (dpatti) committed during innumerable lifetimes are 
completely erased and, by the power of wisdom ( prajnabala ), he is able to transform things: to make huge 
that which is small and to make small that which is huge. He is able to reduce a thousand myriads of 
immense kalpas into a single day and to extend a single day into the space of a thousand myriads of kalpas. 
This bodhisattva is the master of the world ( lokasvamin ) and his wishes are sovereign. What wish would 
not be fulfilled? Thus [284a] it is said in the P ’i-mo-lo-kie king (Vimalakrrtisutra): “The bodhisattva makes 
seven nights last for a kalpa”. 384 

This is why the bodhisattva, mounted on the power of the superknowledges (abhijnab alar udha) is able to 
leap quickly in the universes of the ten directions. 


II. THE POWER OF THE BUDDHA IS DEPENDENT ON THAT OF THE 
BODHISATTVA 


Question. - But the bodhisattva dos not appear in the list if the five incomprehensible ( acintya ) things 
mentioned above. Why then do you mention the incomprehensible [power] of the bodhisattva here? 

Answer. -Sometimes the effect is designated by the cause (kdrye kdmnopacdmh), e.g., when it is said that 
somebody eats a hundred pounds of gold sterling each day: gold is inedible, but since it is because of gold 
that food can be obtained, it is said that he eats gold. Here, it is designating the effect by the cause. 

But sometimes the cause is designated by the effect (kdrane kdiyopacdrah), e.g., when on seeing a fine 
painting, we say that it is a good artist: that is designating the cause by the effect. 385 It is the same here for 
the bodhisattvas, for [in this case] the bodhisattvas are cause and the Buddhas are effect. If it is said that 
“the power of the Buddha is incomprehensible” (buddhabalam acintyam), we should know that that is 
already valid for the bodhisattva [for the bodhisattva is, in reference to the Buddha, an antecedent cause]. 


384 Vimalakirtinirdesa, trasl. p. 254. 

385 Examples of upacara have already been used above: see p. 1932F, n. 1 
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This is why the Prajnaparamitasutra says here: “The bodhisattva who wishes, in a single thought, to go to 
the universes of the ten directions as numerous as the sands of the Ganges, must practice the perfection of 
wisdom.” 


Ekasvarata 

Third Section SPEAKING TO INNUMERABLE UNIVERSES BY 
MEANS OF A SINGLE SOUND 


Sutra (cf. Satasahasrika, p. 75,1. 19-76,1. 22). - Furthermore, Sariputra, the bodhisattva-mahasattva who 
wishes to emit a single sound spoken in such a way that the universes of the ten directions as numerous as 
the sands of the Ganges hear this sound, must practice the perfection of wisdom ( Punar aparam, Sariputra 
ye dasasu diksu gangdnadivdlukopamd lokaddtavas tan sarvan ekasvaraghosena vijnapayitukamena 
bodhisattvena mahasattvena prajndpdramitdyam siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 


I. RANGE OF VOICE OF THE BUDDHAS AND BODHISATTVAS 


The bodhisattva who has acquired the six superknowledges ( abhijna) has developed the mark ( laksana ) of 
the brahmic voice ( brahmasvara ) which, going beyond the trisdhasramahdsdhasralokadhdtu, reaches the 
universes of the ten directions as numerous as the sands of the Ganges. 

Question. - If that is so, how does his voice differ from that of the Buddha? 

Answer. - The voice of the bodhisattva is measured by the number of sand grains of the Ganges, whereas 
the range of the voice of the Buddha is unlimited ( maiyddd). 

[Tathdgatdcintyaguhyanirdesa]. - Thus it is said in the Mi-tsi king (Guhyakasutra): “In order to experience 
the Buddha’s voice, Maudgalyayana went very far in the direction of the west, but he still heard the 
Buddha’s voice as if they were face to face.” 386 

Question. - So be it! But when the Buddha was dwelling in the kingdoms ( rdstra ) and the towns ( nigama ) 
to preach the Dharma and convert the people, the inhabitants of JambudvTpa who were not nearby did not 
hear him. Flow do we know that? Because many came from distant regions to listen to the Dharma. 


386 Passage cited in full above, p. 560-561F. 
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Answer. - The voice of the Buddha is of two kinds: i) the voice hidden in the mouth 
(mukhagudhaghosa), ii) the unhidden (nirgudhaghosa) voice. It has just been a matter of the hidden 
voice; as for the unhidden voice, one must come near the Buddha to hear it. 

Also, there are two kinds of disciples: i) the supramundane (lokottarikarya) saints; ii) mundane ordinary 
people (laukikaprthagjana). The supramundane saints such as Maudgalyayana, etc., are able to hear the 
subtle hidden voice; ordinary people hear [the unhidden voice] to the extent that they come near the 
Buddha. 

Furthermore, the bodhisattvas who have entered into the position of salvation ( samyaktvaniydmdvakrdnta ), 
who have abandoned the body of birth and death ( samsarakdya or cyutyupapddakdya) and have acquired 
the true body of the fundamental element ( dharmadhatukaya ), these bodhisattvas, I say, see the 
innumerable Buddha bodies of the ten directions and their brilliant rays ( rasmi ); they also succeed in 
hearing the sixty kinds of sounds (sastyangasvara ), 388 distant and immense, uttered by the Buddhas. 

[284b] Although the great bodhisattvas are not endowed with sounds like those of the Buddhas, 
nevertheless they have their share ( amsa, bhdga ) in these sounds of the Buddhas. 


II. THE THREEFOLD VOICE OF THE BUDDHAS AND THE 
BODHISATTVAS* 9 


The voice of the Buddhas and bodhisattvas is of three kinds: 

1) Having planted the causes and conditions in their previous lives for good vocalization, they have the four 
subtle and marvelous (prdsddika ) great elements in their throat ( kantha ), 390 and they produce all kinds of 
marvelous sounds ( sabda ), distant or close, for a distance of one, two, three, ten, a hundred, a thousand li 
which go out to fill up the trisdhasramahdsahasralokadhdtu. 391 


387 Adopting the variant mi-k’eou. 

388 These are the sixty qualities of the voice of the Buddhas listed in the Mahavyut., no. 445-504, and the 
Sutralamkara, p. 79-81. See also Ekottara, T 125, k. 47, p. 805a2 (64 kinds); Lalitavistara, p. 286 (incomplete list); 
Pancavimsati p. 234,1. 10, (sastyangopetah svarah); Avatamsaka, T 279, k. 29, p. 158c2; k. 50, [p. 266cl9; 
Ratnakuta, T 310, k. 10, p. 55c20-56a5; k. 85, p. 486c23; k. 101, p. 566a4-5; Tathagataguhyasutra, T 312, k. 7, p. 
719c7-720cl6 (64 kinds). - For other lists of vocal qualities, see HBbBgirin, p. 134 under Bonnon. 

389 Section partially translated in HBbBgirin, p. 216 under Button. 

390 These are the subtle material ( rupaprasdda ) or derived material ( upaddyarupa or bhautika) elements constituting 
the five indriyas (cf. Kosa, I, p. 15, n. 1). 

391 This voice, or more precisely, this vocal apparatus, is usually acquired by means of the play of causes and 
conditions; the other two voices, particularly the third, are very difficult to obtain. 
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2) By the power of their superknowledges (, abhijnabala ), the four great elements ( mahdbhuta ) of their 
throat produce sounds that fill not only the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu but also the universes of the 
ten directions as numerous as the sands of the Ganges. 

3) The voice of the Buddhas is always able to fill all of space (dkdsa), covering all of the ten directions. 


III. WHO CAN HEAR THE VOICE OF THE BUDDHAS? 


Question. - If the voice of the Buddhas always fills space, why do actual beings not always hear it? 

Answer. - For incalculable eons ( asamkhyeyakalpa ) beings have been clouded over (dvrta ) by the bad 
actions they have committed. This is why they do not her it. Just as the nimble of thunder and lightning is 
not heard by the deaf ( badhira ) without the thunder being diminished by that, so also the Buddhas, like the 
dragons discharging great bolts of thunder, are always preaching the Dharma to beings but the latter, due to 
their sins (dpatti), are not in a position to hear them. 

However, in the present lifetime, some zealous (vtryavat) and moral ( sflavat ) beings enter into the 
concentration of the recollection of the Buddhas ( buddhdnusmrtisamddhi ). At the moment when their mind 
acquires this concentration, the defilements of their faults (apattimala ) are no longer an obstacle (avarana) 
and henceforth they get to see the Buddhas and to hear distinctly the sounds of their preaching. 

Of the three kinds of voice [mentioned above], the bodhisattva wishes to acquire the [last] two, for these 
two voices are very hard to obtain (, durlabha ) and are miraculous (dscaiya), whereas [the first voice] is the 
fruit of actions ( karmaphala ) and is acquired spontaneously ( svarasena ). 

This is why the Prajnaparamitasutra says here: “The bodhisattva-mahasattva who wishes [to emit] a single 
sound articulated in such a way that the universes of the ten directions as numerous as the sands of the 
Ganges can hear this sound, must practice the perfection of wisdom.” 

Buddhaksetranupaccheda 

Fourth Section ASSURING THE CONTINUITY OF THE BUDDHA 
UNIVERSES 


Sutra (cf. Satasahasrika, p. 77,1. 4-5). 392 - Furthermore, O Sariputra, the bodhisattva-mahasattva who 
wishes that the Buddha universes never be interrupted must practice the perfection of wisdom ( Punar 


392 This paragraph is absent in the Sanskrit text of the Pancavimsati edited by N Dutt, blit occurs in the Chinese 
versions made by Kumarajlva (T 223, k. 1, p. 219c7) and Hiuan-tsang (T 220, vol. VII, k. 402, p. 8b28). The latter 
translates: “The bodhisattva who wishes to continue the lineage of the Buddhas ( buddhavamsa ) in such a way that it 
is not interrupted, etc.”. There is interruption of the lineage of the Buddhas when the Buddhas follow one another in 
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aparam, Sariputra, buddhalokadhatvanupacchedaya sthatukamena bodhisattvena mahasattvena 
prajnaparamitayam siksitavyam ). 

Sdstra. - 

I. PRECISE RANGE OF THIS WISH 


“May all the Buddha universes never be interrupted.” - The bodhisattva wishes that, in the various fields 
(ksetra ), beings successively formulate the resolution to become buddha. 

Question. - You are speaking of succession. This can be a matter of a [Buddha] succession in order of 
anteriority and posteriority in one single field, or of a [Buddha] series in the universes ( lokadhdtu ) of the 
ten directions. 

Let us suppose that it is a matter of a [Buddha] succession in one single field. Since the great compassion 
(mahakaruna) [of the Buddhas and bodhisattvas] envelops all beings, why does it not extend to other fields 
as well? 

Let us suppose that it is a matter of a [Buddha] series in all the universes of the ten directions. Then what 
would be the use of other Buddhas and bodhisattvas? 

Answer. - The bodhisattva wishes mentally that in all the universes everyone should become buddha. This 
grand wish is vast and extended and has no limit {marydda), for it is in this intention that the bodhisattva 
accumulates the wisdoms {prajnd), immense merit {apramanapunya) and the power of the 
superknowledges ( abhijndbala ). But it is all the beings who have planted the causes and conditions 
required to become buddha that the bodhisattva wants to lead to this result. 

[284c] If, in all the universes, everyone planted the causes and conditions required to become buddha, the 
other Buddhas and bodhisattvas would be useless. But such a hypothesis cannot be verified. 

Furthermore, the universes of the ten directions are innumerable ( apramdna ) and infinite ( ananta ) and it is 
impossible that a single bodhisattva is able to travel to them all in such a way that the Buddha lineage is not 
interrupted ( anupacchinna ). The other bodhisattvas, each according to his means, play their part [in this 
great work]. Since his loving-kindness ( maitri ) and compassion (karund) are great, the wish ( pranidhana ) 
of the bodhisattva is great also, and his desire to do good is limitless {marydda). Nevertheless, as the race 
of beings is infinite {apramdna), they cannot all be saved by a single Buddha or a single bodhisattva. 


II. PURELY SUBJECTIVE RESULT OF THIS WISH 


one and the same Buddha universe (buddhalokadhdtu or buddhaksetrci) or when one Buddha series is distributed 
over all the universes. 
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Question. - Since reality does not come up to his expectation, why does the bodhisattva formulate the wish 
( pranidhana )? 

Answer. - So that his own mind may progress in purity ( visuddhi ). He is like the yogin in the concentration 
of loving-kindness ( maitrfsamadhi ) who, unable to do anything about beings in suffering, only formulates 
the wish so that his own mind may progress in purity. 393 


III. LIMITS TO THE SALVIFIC ACTION OF THE BUDDHAS 


Thus, the Buddhas and the great bodhisattvas are strong enough that they can save all beings, but, since 
beings do not possess wisdom and do not fulfill the required cause and conditions, they cannot be saved. 

Let us take, for example, the water in the great ocean ( mahdsamudrodaka ): if all beings drew water from it, 
it would never run dry; but all beings do not use it. Thus beings in the preta category, because of their own 
sins (dpatti), are unable to see the water and, even when they do see it, it dries up or changes into molten 
copper, 394 or it becomes pus ipuya ) and blood ( sonita ). It is the same with the Buddhas: having great 
loving-kindness and great compassion, using an immense and infinite wisdom ( prajnd), they are able to 
satisfy all beings, but the latter, because of their sins, do not meet the Buddhas and, even if they do meet 
them, they are no different from the rest of the people who are angry with the Buddha or who denigrate 
him. This is why they do not see the power ( anubhdva) of the Buddhas or their magical power (rddhibala) 
and, even if they do meet the Buddhas, they derive no benefit (hita) from it. 

Moreover, two causes ( hetu ), two conditions (pratyaya) are necessary to produce right view ( samyagdrsti ), 
namely, an inner cause ( adhydtma ) and an outer condition ( bahirdhd). The Buddha who is the outer cause- 
and-condition is perfect ( sampanna ): he possesses thirty-two major marks ( laksana ), eighty minor marks 
(i anuvyanjana ), immense rays ( rasmi) adorning his body, many magical powers (rddhibala) and many 
articulated sounds ( svaraghosa ); he preaches the Dharma (, dharmam desayati) as required (yatheccham ) 
and cuts through all doubts (sarvasamsayan samucchedayati). Only beings, who are the inner cause-and- 
condition, are not perfect. Not having previously planted the roots of good (kusalamula) required to see the 
Buddha, they have neither faith in nor respect for him; they have neither exertion ( virya ) nor morality 
( sfla ), having weak faculties ( mrdvindriya ), they are deeply attached to worldly happiness ( lokasukha ) and, 
consequently, derive no benefit [from meeting the Buddha]. This is not the fault ( dosa ) of the Buddha. 

The Buddha converts beings ( sattvdn paripdcayati) and the divine tools that he uses are perfect. When the 
sun rises ( surya ), beings who have an eye ( caksusmat ) see it, whereas blind people ( andha ) do not see it. 

393 The ascetic who, in the course of the meditation on loving-kindness, so that “all beings may be happy”, 
fonnulates a purely platonic vow; this vow is of profit only to himself; beings gain no advantage from it (cf. p. 

1240F, 1259F). 

394 Adopting the variant yang-t’ong. 
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On the other hand, assuming that there is an eye but there is no sun, there is nothing to see. Thus the fault is 
not with the sun. It is the same with the Buddha-light. 


IV. HOW TO PREVENT THE INTERRUPTION OF THE BUDDHA FIELDS 


Question. - What should be done to make the Buddha universes ( buddhalokadhatu ) not be interrupted 
(anupacchinna )? 

[285a] Answer. - In the midst of beings, the bodhisattva praises the bodhi of he Buddhas so well that beings 
produce the mind of supreme complete enlightenment ( anuttardyam samyaksambodhau 
cittamutpadayanti), gradually (, anukramena ) practice the six perfections (pdramitd) and finally, in the 
universes, each become buddha. 

That they successively become buddha in one and the same field ( ksetra ), or that they each become buddha 
in a different field is what is called “not breaking the Buddha fields” ( buddhakusetrdnupaccheda ). 

Furthermore, some bodhisattvas rapidly accumulate the wisdoms ( prajna ), become perfect buddhas and 
save innumerable beings. On the point of entering into nirvana, they make the prediction (y ydkarana) to a 
bodhisattva, saying: “After my nirvana, you in turn will become buddha.” Transmissions ( parampara ) such 
as that thus prevent interruption [of the Buddha fields]. Buddhas who would not give the prediction to a 
bodhisattva break the Buddha-field. In this way, kings name their crown prince ( kumdra ) and, by virtue of 
this transmission), their dynasty is not broken. 


V. VALUE OF THE BUDDHA FIELDS 


Question. - Why praise the universes that have a Buddha and depreciate those that do not have one? 

Answer. - The subject does not lend itself to such a question. The Buddha adorned with the ten powers 
(i dasabala ) is the master of the entire universe ( lokadhdtusvdmin ) and, a fortiori, of a single field {ksetra). 
The inhabitants of a universe without a Buddha can enjoy human and divine happiness 
(manusyadevasukha ), but do not know the extent of the beneficent power of the Buddhas and so are no 
different from animals. 

If Buddhas did not appear in the world, the path (i marga ) of the three Vehicles ( ydnatraya ) and of nirvana 
would not exist; beings would be always shut up in the prison of the threefold world 
(traidhdtukabandhana) and would never get out. In the universes where there is a Buddha, beings succeed 
in leaving the prison of the threefold world. 


1633 



[Acchariyd abbhutadhammd sutta ]. ' 93 - Thus, in the intermediate spaces between two worlds ( lokdntarikd) 
where there is no sun, beings live and die in the shadows (, andhakara ). At the time when a Buddha is born, 
a brilliant light ( avabhdsa ) shines temporarily, and all see themselves, see one another ( anyonyam pasyanti) 
and see the sun and moon. Thus illuminated, the beings [of the lokdntarikd] recognize and say: “Those over 
there are very worthy; we ourselves are great sinners.” Sometimes, the Buddha illumines the Buddha fields 
with his brilliance completely, and the beings of the universes without Buddha, 396 seeing the Buddha’s 
brilliance, experience great joy (mahdmuditd) and say: “For us, it was shadows ( andhakara ), but for them, 
great light.” 


395 Anguttara, II, p. 130-131 (T 125, k. 17,p. 631bl9-cl0). - On four occasions, when the Bodhisattva descends into 
the womb of his mother ( matu kucchiyam okkamati ), comes out of his mother’s womb (tndtu kucchisma nikkhamati), 
attains supreme complete enlightenment ( anuttaram sammasambodhim abhisambujjhati), or turns the Wheel of 
Dharrna ( dhammacakkam pavatteti), there is a grand miracle: a brilliant light illumines the lokdntarikd (fern. pi.). 
These are the intermediate spaces between the universes of four continents. Grouped into three, these universes, 
circular in form, touch one another by their outer walls ( cakravdla ), like three coins brought together. Thus between 
them they demarcate a surface with the form of a triangle with three arched sides. These lokdntarikd s, infinite in 
number like the universes that demarcate them, are always plunged in deep darkness to the point that their 
inhabitants cannot even distinguish their own limbs. However, a brilliant light illumines them on the four occasions 
indicated above. Then the inhabitants of the lokantarikas notice one another and also discover the beings populating 
the neighboring universes, normally illumined by the sun and moon. 

The illumination of the lokantarikas is fully described by a stock phrase which, both in the Pali and the 
Sanskrit, shows numerous variations: 

Pali, Digha, II, p. 12,15; Majjhima, III, p. 120; Samyutta, V, p. 454; Anguttara, II, p. 130. -1. B. Homer, 
Middle Length Sayings, II, p. 165, translates it as follows: And even in those spaces between the worlds, gloomy, 
baseless regions of blackness plunged in blackness, where the moon and the sun, powerful and majestic though they 
are, cannot make their light prevail - even there there appeared the illimitable glorious radiance, surpassing even the 
deva-majesty of devas. And those beings who had uprisen there recognized one another by means of this radiance, 
and they thought: “Indeed there are other beings who are uprising here.” 

Sanskrit in Sanskr. Mahapadana, p. 82-83; Sanskr. Mahaparinirvana, p. 214-216; Mahavastu, I, p. 41, 229, 
240; II, p. 162; III,p. 334, 341; Divyavadana, p. 204, 205, 206: lalitavistara, p. 51, 410; Satasahasrika, p. 102; 
SaddahrmapunUd., p. 163. F. Edgerton, Dictionary , p. 464-465, translates thus: And even those world-interstitial- 
spaces, (which are) miseries and covered over with miseries, darknesses, glooms of darkness, - in which the moon 
and sun here, which possess such great supernatural power and dignity (pr capacity) are not capable of (producing) 
light by (their) light... even in them a great, magnificent radiance appeared (at that time). 

Digha, II, p. 12: Yd pi td lokantarikd aghd asamvutd andhakara andhakdratimisa ... sahjanant: Anne pi 
kira bho sattd idhupapanna ti. 

Saddharmapund., p. 163: Sarvesu ca tesu lokadhatusu yd lokdntatikas tasuya aksanah ... anye ‘pi bata 
bhah sattvah santihopapannd iti. 

The Traite departs somewhat from the original texts, themselves poorly established. 

396 Adopting the variant wou fo kouo. 
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Finally, in the fields where there is a Buddha, beings recognize the existence of sin (dpatti) and merit 
{punya)'. the people take the triple refuge ( trisarana ), the fivefold morality {pancasfla ) [of the upasaka] or 
the fast of eight vows [of the upavasastha] 397 , the many profound meditations (, dhyana ), absorptions 
(,samdpatti) and wisdoms (prajnd); the four fruits of religious life ( srdmanyaphala ), the five kinds of 
religious stages, 398 nirvana with residue ( sopadhisesa ) or without residue (; nirupadhisesa ), etc. Because it is 
the cause and conditions ( hetupratyaya ) of these many good dharmas, the Buddha field ( buddhaksetra ) is 
honored. 

Supposing even that the beings of a Buddha field do not see the Buddha, they meet, however, the Dharma 
of the sutras, cultivate the roots of good (kusalamida), 9 morality (sfla), generosity (dana), the signs of 
respect (vandana), etc.; they plant the causes and conditions for nirvana, and even animals can plant the 
causes and conditions of merit (punya). 400 On the other hand, in the fields without a Buddha, even the gods 
and humans there are incapable of practicing good. This is why the bodhisattva formulates the vow 
(pranidhana) that the Buddha universes not be broken. 


397 The pancasfla and the upavasa of the layman have already been studied above, p. 819-839F. 

398 Bhiksu, bhiksunl, saiksa, sramanera and sramanerl: cf. p. 577F. 

399 Adopting the variant chan-ken. 

400 On the Buddhist behavior towards animals, or the Bodhisattva in animal fonn, see p. 716-72IF, and HBbBgirin, 
p. 317-318, under chikushfi. 
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CHAPTER XLVIII THE EIGHTEEN EMPTINESSES 


First Section NOTE ON EMPTINESS 

Preliminary note. - The eighteen emptinesses, the subject of the present chapter, are the end-point of a long 
doctrinal evolution the milestones of which should be marked. The subject is of importance because, to a 
great extent, it is on account of it that the two first Vehicles, that of the sravakas and that of the 
bodhisattvas, present differences. In general, one can say with the Traite, p. 239F: “The Sravakayana 
teaches mainly the emptiness of beings ( sattvasunyata), whereas the Buddhayana (or Greater Vehicle), 
teaches both the emptiness of beings and the emptiness of things (dharmasunyata).” The assertion will be 
developed later, p. 2060F. 

Flere we will treat in a summary manner the twofold emptiness in the canonical sutras, the emptiness of 
beings in the Abhidharmas and the sastras of the Hinayanists, and finally the emptinesses according to the 
Madhyamaka. 


I. THE TWOFOLD EMPTINESS IN THE CANONICAL SUTRAS 


1. Sattvasunyata or Pudgalanairatmya 


Sattvasunyata is the non-existence of the being ( sattva ), of the soul, of the self (atman ), of the living being 
(jTva), of the man ( purusa ), of the individual (pudgala ): all these words are only designations (prajnapti ) of 
the group of fragmentary entities. 

On the evidence of the Brahmajdlasatta (D., I, p. 31-34), the first Buddhists were fully informed about the 
animistic and spiritualistic concepts current in their time among the sramanas and bramanas: persistence 
after death of a conscious self (samjiii dtmd), in sixteen forms; or of an unconscious self (asamjndidtmd), 
in eight forms; or of a neither conscious nor unconscious self (naivasamjmsdsamjm dtmd), in eight forms; 
annihilation in seven forms of the existent being ( sato sattvasya uccheda) or its deliverance, in five forms, 
in the present lifetime ( drstadhannanirvdna ). All these theories were condemned by the Buddha. 

More precisely, the notion of atman against which the Buddhists struggled is that of a permanent ( nitya ), 
stable ( dhruva ), eternal ( sdsvata ), immutable ( aviparinamadharman ) entity which the ignorant attribute to 
the great Brahman (D. I, p. 18-19), to some deities ( D. I, p. 19-20) to themselves or to others (M. I, p. 8, 
135, 137; S. Ill, p. 98-99, 183): this notion is closely related to that of the Brahman-Atman of the 
Upanisads and the Vedanta. 

The Buddha resolutely moved away from it and declared: Natthi nicco dhuvo sassato aviparinamadhammo 

(S. Ill, p. 144). 
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In order to designate this substantial soul, the Indian language uses an extensive vocabulary and a broad 
range of synonyms: atman, but also sattva, jfva, posa, purusa, pudgala, manuja, manava, kartr, kdraka, 
jdnaka, samjanaka,pasyaka, vedaka, pratisamvedaka, utthapaka, samutthdpaka, etc. But all these terms do 
not express what it is, even if only metaphorically. 


Nothing is outside of sattvasunyata. In order to be convinced of that, it is necessary to recall some 
elementary notions. 

Dharmas or things occur in two main categories: unconditioned ( asamskrta ) dharmas and conditioned 
( samskrta ) dharmas. 

The asamskrtas, not formed by causes, are unproduced ( utpdda ), without extinction (vyaya), and without 
duration-change ( sthityanyathdtva ): cf. A. I, p. 152. The schools debate their number: from one to nine (L. 
de La Vallee Poussin, Nii’vdna, p. 180-187). 

The samskrtas, also called samskaras, formations, are dependently originated (pratftyasamutpanna) from 
causes and conditions ( hetupmtyaya ) and furnished with three (or four) conditioned characteristics: birth 
(utpdda), extinction (vyaya) and duration-change (sthityanyathdtva) as a function of which they arise, 
endure and disappear: cf. A. I, p. 152; S. Ill, p. 37; Nidanasamyukta, p. 139; and abovep. 36-37F, 921F, 
1163F. 

The canonical texts arrange the samskrtas into three classes, all three covering one single grouping: 

I. The five skandhas or aggregates: 1) matter or corporeality (rupa). 2) sensation (vedand), 3) concept 
(samjnd), 4) volition (samskdra), 5) consciousness (vijndna). - See, e.g., S. Ill, p. 47-48, 100; V, p. 60-61. 

II. The twelve ayatanas or bases of consciousness, namely, the six inner bases (ddhydtmika dyatana ): 1) eye 
(caksus), 2) ear (srotra). 3) nose (ghrdna), 4) tongue (jihvd), 5) body (kayo), 6) mind (manas)\ and the six 
outer bases (bdhya dyatana)'. 7) matter (rupa), 8) sound (sabda), 9) odor (gandha), 10) taste (rasa), 11) 
touch (sparstavya), 12) dharma. - See, e.g., D. II, p. 302; III, p. 102, 243; M. I, p. 61. 

III. The eighteen dhatus or elements, namely the six organs and the six objects in the previous list, plus: 13) 
eye consciousness (caksurvijndnaO. 14) ear consciousness (srotravijhdna). 15) nose consciousness 
(grdnavijhdna), 16) tongue consciousness (jihvdvijndna), 17) body consciousness (kdyavijhdna), 18) 
mental consciousness (manovijhdna). See, e.g., S. Up. 140. 

The grouping of conditioned dharmas defined by each of the three classes is called sarvam, ‘everything’ (S. 

IV. p. 15; Mahaniddesa, I, p. 133; Kosabhasya, p. 301, 7-8), loka, ‘the world’ (5. IV, p. 52, 54) or also 
duhkha, ‘suffering’ (5. IV, p. 28). 

In order to pass valid judgment on all these dharmas, it is necessary always to refer to the four seals of the 
Dharma (dharmamudra) mentioned above (p. 1369F): Sarvasamskdra anitydh, sarvasamskdrd duhkhdh, 
sarvasamskara andtmdnah, sdntam virvdnam “All the samskaras (= samkrtadharma) are impermanent; all 
the samskaras are painful; all the dharmas (whether samskrta or asamskrta) are non-self; nirvana is peace.” 
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The asamskrtas and especially nirvana also are just as impersonal as the samskrtas (Vin. V, p. 86: 

Nibbanan c’eva pannatti anatta iti nicchayd). Nirvana is the cessation of desire ( rdga ), hatred ( dvesa) and 
delusion (moha ): cf. S. IV, p. 251, 261. In that capacity, it is necessary to be aware of the non-existence of 
the self in order to attain nirvana in this life, which abolishes the pride of “I am” (A. IV, p. 353 \ Anattasanm 
asmimanasamugghatam papunati ditth ’ eva dhamme nibbanam). 

Thus the Buddha so often lectured his monks about the list of the five skandhas (Vin. I, p. 14; M. I, p. 138- 
139; III, p. 19-20; 5. II. p. 124-125; III, p. 88-89. 94, 111, 138, 148-149; Catusparisad, p. 164-168), the 
twelve ayatanas (S. II, p. 244-246) and the eighteen dhatus (M. Ill, p. 271-272). Pausing after each skandha, 
ayatana and dhatu, he has the following conversation with his monks: 

“What do you think, O monks. Is rupa permanent ( nitya ) or impermanent {cmitycif! 

- Impermanent, Lord. 

- But that which is impermanent, is it painful ( duhkha ) or pleasant ( sukhafl 

- Painful. Lord. 

- Now, that which is impermanent, painful and subject to change, when one thinks about it, can one 
say: That is mine, I am that, that is my self ( etan mama, eso ‘ham asmi, esa ma dtmdj! 

- One cannot. Lord.” 

And the Buddha concludes: Consequently, O monks, every past, future or present (rupa), internal or 
external, coarse or subtle, lower or higher, distant or close, all this rupa is not mine, I am not it, it is not 
my self: this is what must be truly seen according to the right cognition. 

The same dialogue and the same conclusion are repeated in regard to the other four skandhas, the twelve 
ayatanas and the eighteen dhatus. 


If the samskaras are not a self and do not belong to a self, it is because they are impermanent and painful: 
“Short and brief is the life of humans; it abounds in suffering and torments. It is like a mountain river that 
goes afar, runs rapidly, carries everything in its passing. There is no second, no minute, no hour that it 
stops; it forges ahead, whirls about and rushes on. For the one who is born here below, there is no 
immortality.” (A IV, p. 136-137). 

Then why look for a self in these samskaras “so transitory ( anitya ), so fragile ( adhruva ), so untrustworthy 
(i andsvdsya )”? (S. II, p. 191, 193). - Does somebody say: ”In the mind”? “But it would be better to take as 
the self the body ( kdya ) that can last one year, two years or even a hundred or more years, rather than the 
mind. For what is called mind ( citta, manas) or consciousness (vijndna) arises and disappears in perpetual 
change, day and night. The mind is like a monkey frolicking in the forest that grasps one branch, then lets it 
go to grasp another branch.” (.S'. II, p. 94-95; Traite, p. 1165F). 

There are three types of suffering: suffering as suffering (duhkhaduhkhata), suffering as the fact of being 
conditioned (samkaraduhkhata) and the suffering resulting from change ( viparindmaduhkhata ): cf. D. Ill, 
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p. 216; S. IV, p. 259; V, p. 56. All the psychophysical phenomena of existence are the result of causes and 
must disappear. The result is that everything is suffering ( Sarvam duhkham: S. IV, p. 28); all that is 
experienced is experienced as suffering (yam kind vedayitam tarn duhkhasmim : S. IV, p. 216; Traite, p. 

1159F, 1446F) and nothing arises but suffering, nothing is destroyed but suffering (ndnnatra dnkkd 
sambhoti, nannam dnkkhd ninjjhati : .S'. I, p. 135; Catusparisad, p. 354). 

The whole process of becoming takes place outside of a self and there is no self to control it: “Form ( rupa ) 
is not a self. If it were a self, this form would not be subject to torments (dbddha ) and one would be able to 
say in regard to the form: ‘My body is thus, thus is not my body.’ But that is not the case. And it is the 
same for the other skandhas, sensations, concepts, volitions and consciousnesses.” (Vin. I, p. 13-14; S. Ill, 
p. 66-67; Catusparisad, p. 162-164; Mahavastu, III, p. 335-336). 


As conditioned dharmas (samskrta), the skandhas, arising, enduring a very short time and ceasing, evolve 
ceaselessly in the cycle of existence ( bhavacakra) according to the immutable mechanism of the twelve- 
membered dependent origination (dvddasdngapratftyasamutpdda, detailed above, p. 349F seq). 
Pratltyasamutpada was discovered by the Buddhas but was not created by them nor by any agent ( kanaka) 
whatsoever: “This praltyasamutpada has not been made by me nor by anyone else; but whether the 
Tathagatas appear in this world or not, this nature of the dharmas is stable.” (Nidanasamyukta, p. 164, cited 
in the Traite above, p. 157F and later, k. 32, p. 298a: Na bhikso maydpratityasamutpadah krto ndpy 
anyaih, api tutpdddd vd tathdgatdndm anutpdddd vd sthitd eveyam dharmatd). Dependent origination is 
inherent in conditioned dharmas. As Kosa III, p. 60, says: “The series of skandhas that develops in three 
lifetimes [taken at random in the infinite series of lifetimes] is the twelve-membered pratltyasamutpada. 
Each of its members is a complex of the five skandhas, although it takes the name of the dharma that is the 
most important one (Kosa, III, p. 66). Each of its members, including ignorance ( avidyd) which opens the 
list, prevails over its neighbor; all are equally impermanent (anitya), conditioned (samskrta), result from 
dependency ( pratityasamutpanna ), given to destruction, to disappearance, to detachment, to suppression (5. 
II, p. 26). 

One would search in vain in the pratltyasamutpada for a substantial self or an autonomous agent. The 
Paramarthasunyatasutra of the Samyuktagama which the Traite will cite in full below (p. 2136F) is 
categorical in this regard: “There is action ( karman ), there is retribution ( vipdka ) but there is no agent 
(kdraka) that, [at death], puts aside these skandhas and takes up other skandhas, unless that is a question of 
a conventional ( samketa ) metaphor to designate the law of dependent origination” (T 99, k. 13, p. 92c 12- 
26; Bimbisarasutra in E. Waldschmidt, Bruchstucke buddh. Sutras, p. 131; Catusparisad, p. 358; 
Mahavastu, III, p. 448, 4-6; Kosavyakhya, p. 707, 13-16). 

The non-existence of the self involves or assumes the non-existence of the ‘mine’ and vice versa: “If the 
‘me’ existed, there would be a ‘mine’; if the ‘mine’ existed, there would be a ‘me’. But since the ‘me’ and 
the ‘mine’ do not truly exist certainly ( attaini ca attaniye ca saccato thetato anupalabbhmane), is it not 
complete folly to think: This world ( loka here designating the twelve ayatanas, according to Samyutta, p. 
87), this world is ‘me’; after my death, I will be permanent (nicca), stable ( dhuva ), eternal ( sassata ), 
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immutable (, aviparinamadhamma ), and I will remain so for ever ( sassatisamam tath ’ eva thassami)! ” (M. I, 
p. 138). 

The group of the samskrtadharmas (skandhas, ayatanas and dhatus) designated by the demonstrative 
pronoun idam or by the noun loka is proclaimed to be empty of ‘me’ and ‘mine’: Surinam idam attena vd 
attaniyena vd ( M. I, p. 297, 37; II, p. 263, 26-27; S. IV, p. 296, 33): Yasmd ca kho Surinam attena vd 
attaniyena vd tasmd sunno loko ti vuccati (S., IV, p. 54, 5-6). It is not just in the twofold aspect of ‘me’ and 
‘mine’ that emptiness is presented. It can also be envisaged in a number of other aspects (dkdra ): the 
canonical texts distinguish four, six, eight, ten, twelve, and even forty-two (cf. Cullaniddesa, p. 278-280; 
Visuddhimagga, ed. Warren, p. 561-562). To speak plainly, it is a question there of synonyms rather than 
distinct realities: the emptiness is the same, the expressions alone are different (M. I, p. 297: dhammd 
ekatthd, byanjanam eva nanam). 


The emptiness of beings (sattvasunyatd) serves as antidote to the fatal satkayadrsti or belief in an 
individual. This is a wrong view ( drsti ) mistakenly attributing a self to the five aggregates of attachment 
(updddnaskandha ). Indeed, Sariputra said that the five updddnaskandha are called satkdya by the Buddha 
(5. IV, p. 259): Pancime updddnakkhandd sakkdyo vutto Bhagavatd), and the Teacher himself stated that 
the five skandhas, rupa, etc., must be present in order that satkayadrsti be produced (5. Ill, p. 185). 

Led astray by this wrong view, the ignorant worldly person considers the rupa as the atman {rupam attato 
samanupassati), or the atman as possessing the rupa (rupavantam vd attdnam), or the rupa as present in the 
atman ( attani vd rupam), or the atman as present in the rupa (rupasmim vd attdnam). And it is the same for 
the other skandhas: vedand, samjnd, samskara and vijndna ( M . I, p. 300; III, p. 17; S. Ill, p. 3-4, 15-17, 42- 
43,46, 56, 102, 113-14, 138, 150, 164-165; 5. IV, p. 287, 395; A. II, p. 214-215; Mahavyut., no 4685- 
4704). The worldly person thus nourishing four prejudices ( abhinivesa ) in regard to each of the four 
skandhas, we speak of the vimsatisikharasamudgatah satkdyadrstisailah: the twenty-peaked mountain of 
the satkayadrsti (Gilgit Manuscripts.Ill, 1, p. 21, 7-8; Divyavadana, p. 46, 25; 52, 24-25; 549, 16; 554, 20; 
Avadanasataka, I, p. 385, 12). 

Satkayadrsti is not a defiled view in the sense that it is not directly the cause of sin and hell. Actually, the 
person who believes in the self wishes to be happy after his death and, to this end, practices generosity, 
observes morality: all good actions assuring a rebirth in the world of men or in the heavens (cf. Kosa, V, p. 
40). 

But belief in an ‘I’ is incompatible with the spiritual Buddhist life, the uprooting of desire, access to 
nirvana. 

Taking a small pellet of dung in his fingers, the Buddha said to his bhiksus: “Belief in the existence of a 
permanent, stable, eternal and immutable self, be it as small as this pellet, will ruin the religious life that 
leads to the complete destruction of suffering ( brahmacariyavdso sammddukkhakkhaydya : S. Ill, p. 144). 
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“On this account,” the Buddha again said, “I do not see any adhesion to this view that does not engender, in 
the person who holds it, sorrow, lamentation, unhappiness and torment (M. I, p. 137-138).” Furthermore, 
satkayadrsti is followed by the sixty-two wrong views of which the Brahmajalasutra speaks (5. IV, p. 287). 

Mithyddrsti, satkayadrsti and dtmdnudrsti are closely linked: in order to overcome them, it is necessary to 
consider all the conditioned factors as impermanent ( anityatas ), painful ( duhkhatas ) and without self 
(i anatmatas ); cf. S IV, p. 147-148. 

However, both in the canonical and the paracanonical scriptures, there are passages where the Buddha 
expressed himself in a more qualified way. Under diverse names (dtman, sattva.jiva, prusa, pudgala, 
kdraka, etc.), he spoke of the ‘soul’ as an obvious reality the existence of which is unquestionable; to some 
disciples he affirmed the existence of a soul whereas to others he denied it; sometimes, also, questioned 
about the existence or non-existence of the soul, he refused to answer. How can these apparently 
contradictory texts be reconciled? The problem has occupied the old and the modern exegesis and many 
solutions ranging from categorical affirmation to complete negation have been proposed. The most 
interesting date from the end of the 19 th century to the beginning of the 20 th century. The description and 
critique may be found in L. de La Vallee Poussin, Nirvana, Paris, 1925, p. 85-129. Awkwardly without 
bias, I [Lamotte] will avoid intervening in the debate and will limit myself to summarizing here, as briefly 
as possible, the position adopted by the author of the Trade. 


A. The worldly point of view (laukika siddhanta) 

When the Buddha speaks of the atman as an obvious thing, he is, naturally, coming from a worldly point of 
view and is adopting the current language. It is hard to think of a language not having recourse to any 
process (e.g., pronouns or conjugations) to distinguish the one who speaks (first person ), the one who is 
being addressed (secondperson) and the one who is being spoken about (thirdperson)', confusion between 
the ‘I’, the ‘you’ and the ‘he’ would make speech incomprehensible. It happens a hundred times each day 
that we pronounce the word ‘I’ without, however, considering it as a spiritual factor, separable from the 
body and immortal. Moreover, coming from the Sanskrit, the word dtman is not unequivocal: sometimes it 
can be a noun designating the spiritual soul, but it is also most often a simple reflexive pronoun which, 
commonly used in oblique singular cases, applies to the three persons no matter what of kind or of what 
number (cf. H. von Glasenapp, Vedanta und Buddhismus, Ak. Der Wissens. und der Literatur, II (1950), p. 
1020; W. Rahula, L ’enseignement du Bouddha, Paris, 1961, p. 87). 

In some scriptural passages, atman and its synonyms are taken in a sense that has nothing philosophical 
about it and they should be translated, accordingly, without giving them meaningful value: 

1. Dhammapada, v. 160, Udanavarga, XXIII, v. 11 foil. (Trade, p. 29F); Attd hi attano ndtho - Each one 
(and not ‘the self) is his own refuge. 

2. D. II, p. 100; III, p. 58, 77; S. Ill, p. 42; V, P. 154, 163; Sanskrit Mahaparinirvana,p. 200: AttadTpd 
viharathd attasarand anannasarand. - Remain by taking yourselves (and not ‘the self) as island, by taking 
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yourselves as refuge and not another; Nehmt euch selbst als Insel, nehmt euch selbst als Zuflucht, habt 
keine andere Zuflucht (E. Waldschmidt). 

3. D. I, p. 82; M. I, p. 23, 348; II, p. 21; Mahavastu, II, p. 283; Lalita, p. 344 ( Traite , p. 28-29): So dibbena 
cakkhuna... sattepassati cavamane upapajjamane. ..- With the divine eye, he sees people (and not 
‘beings’) being born and perishing... 

4. A. I, p. 22 ( Traite , p. 29F): Ekapuggalo loke uppajjama.no uppajjati bahujanajitaya ... Katamo 
ekapuggalo? Tathdgato araham sammasambuddho. - One alone (and not one single ‘individual’), being 
born into the world, is born for the benefit of many people. Who is that? The Tathagata, the holy 
completely enlightened one. - Same interpretation in Kosa, IX, p. 259. 

5. The samodhanas that end the Jataka tales and by means of which the Buddha establishes the connection 
between individuals of the present story (paccuppannavatthu ) and those of the story of the past 

( atitavatthu ), these samodhanas do not constitute any confirmation of a self. ’’Perhaps you are wondering if, 
at that time and that epoch, such a one was not another than myself. Well then, no, you should not imagine 
that. Why? Because at that time and that epoch, I was indeed that one ( aham eva sa tena kdlena tena 
aamayena asdv abhuvam ).” By means of this formula, comments the Kosa, IX, p. 272, the Bhagavat tells 
us that the skandhas that constitute his ‘self actually make up part of the same series ( ekasamtdna ) as the 
skandhas that constitute the individual in question, in the way that one says: “The fire came here by 
burning” (sa evdnir dahann dgata id). 

Other canonical passages where the term atman and its synonyms have no metaphysical intent may be 
found in chapter IX of the Kosa and in the L ’enseignement du Buddha , p. 81-96, by W. Rahula. And we 
think it is wrong that good minds have seen in the Bhdrasutta and the Natumhdka “the affirmation of an 
atman distinct from the skandhas.” 

Bhdrasutta in Samyutta, III, p. 25026 (other references above, p. 215F, n. 1). - O monks, I will explain to 
you the burden ( bhdra ), the taking up of the burden ( bhdraddna ), the setting down of the burden 
(bhdraniksepana), the bearer of the burden ( bhdrahdra ). The burden is the five aggregates of attachment 
( updddnaskandha ); the taking up of the burden is the thirst that produces rebirth (trsndpaunarbhaviki ); the 
setting down of the burden is the extinction of the thirst ( trsndydh prahanam); the bearer of the burden is 
such and such an individual (pudgala ), the venerable one who bears such and such a name who is of such 
and such a family and such and such a clan, who takes such and such food, who takes part in such and such 
happiness and suffering, who lives for so and so many years, who dwells for such and such a time.” The 
Vatslputrlyas use this sutra as an excuse to speak about an ineffable pudgala. But in his Kosa, IX, p. 267, 
Vasubandhu retorts: “It is only in order to conform with worldly usage that one says: ‘This venerable one 
of such and such a name, of such and such a clan’ and the rest, in order that one may know that the pudgala 
is utterable, impermanent, without self nature... Therefore the pudgala is not an entity.” 

Natumhdkasutta and parable of theJeta Grove, S. Ill, p. 33-34; IV, p. 81-82, 128-129; Majjhima, I, p. 140, 
33-141, 19; Samyukta, T 99, no. 269, k. 10, p. 70b; no. 274, k. 11, p. 73a). - “Monks, reject that which is 
not yours (na tumhakam): form, feeling, concept, volition and consciousness are not yours, reject them and, 
doing this, you will derive benefit and happiness. But if someone came into this Jeta Grove where we are 
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and took the grass, the wood, the branches and the leaves to burn them, would you say that he takes and 
burns you? - No, Lord. - Why? - Because, Lord, these things are not ‘me’ and not ‘mine’. - In the same 
way, monks, reject what is not yours.” 

The rejection of skandhas which are not a self and not ‘mine’ does not in any way imply that one will find a 
self or ‘mine’ or that the self and ‘mine’ exist. The Mahaniddesa, II, p. 438-439 quite rightly compares the 
parable of the chariot that does not exist apart from its parts ( S. I, p. 135) and the well-known saying: Sunno 
loko attend vd attaniyena vd ( S. IV, p. 54). 

If the Buddha orders his monks to “reject the skandhas”, it is not only because they are empty of self and 
‘mine’, but perhaps also because they are empty of intrinsic nature and characteristic. Such is the opinion of 
the Traite (p. 2108F) which sees in the Buddha’s injunction to Radha ’’These skandhas, O Radha, destroy 
them, crush them, reduce them to nothing” ( S. Ill, p. 190) an affirmation of dharmasunyatd. 

In summary, for ease and conciseness of language, the Buddha did not hesitate to use the terms dtman, 
sattva, jfva, purusa, pudgala which were current in his time: ’’Those are”, he said, “names, expressions, 
phrases, popular designations which the Tathagata uses, but without being fooled by them (D. I, p. 202: 
Itimd kho Citta, lokasamanna lokaniruttiyo lokavohdrd lokapahhattiyo ydhi Tathdgato voharati 
apardmasan ).” They do not imply the existence of a permanent, stable, eternal, immutable entity; they are 
simple labels to designate conveniently a complex of impermanent, painful and impersonal samskrtas. 

To Mara who spoke to her about the self, the nun Vajira answered: “What do you mean, O Mara? That 
there is a sattva? Your doctrine is false. It is but a mass of changing formations ( sahkhdra ). Just as there 
where the parts of the chariot are assembled, the word ‘chariot’ is used, so also, there where the five 
skandhas are, it is appropriate to speak of sattva” (5.1, p. 135). 


B. The individual (pratipaurusika ) and therapeutic (pratipaksika ) point of view 

According to the Traite (p. 31-38F), the Buddha always varied his teaching according to the aspirations 
(dsaya) and needs of his listeners: to some he taught the existence of the self, to others, the non-existence of 
the self. 

Influenced by nihilistic views ( ucchedadrsti ), some of his disciples doubted that there is an afterlife, the 
reward for the good and punishment for the wicked throughout lifetimes, removing in this way any 
sanctions on morality. The Buddha therefore taught them that “wherever a self is produced (dtmabhdva), 
that is where its action ripens, and when this action is ripe it undergoes retribution in the present life, in the 
next life or in future lives (A. I, p. 134: yatth ’ assa attabhdvo nibbattati tattha tain kammam vipaccati, 
yattha tarn kammam vipaccati, tattha tassa kammassa vipdkam patisamvedeti ditth ’ eva dhamme uppajje 
apare vd ariydye). 

On the other hand, drawn to eternalistic views ( sdsvatadrsti ), others imagine that they go from existence to 
existence, that they abandon one body to take up another and undergo, from age to age, the consequences 
of their own actions. They do not endanger the norms of morality but, nonetheless, they fall into the fatal 
belief in the self ( satkdyadrsti ), the root of desire and the source of wrong views. To them the Buddha 
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explains that the mechanism of retribution functions perfectly in the absence of any agent or any 
transmigrating entity. In the Paramarthasunyatasutra (see below, p. 2136F), he states that there is action 
and retribution, but that there is no agent to reject these skandhas and to assume others. To Phalguna who 
asks him: “Then who touches ( phussati ), who feels (vedayati)!”, the Teacher answers: “I deny that anyone 
touches or that anyone feels. Your question is badly put. You should have asked me what is the condition 
(paccaya ) of touching and what is the condition of feeling, and I would have answered [that, in terms of 
dependent origination], touching has, as condition, the six internal ayatanas and that feeling has, as 
condition, touching” ( S. II, p. 13; cited by the Traite, p. 32F, 1683-84F). 

In affirming the respective existence and non-existence of the substantial self, the Buddha is obviously 
contradicting himself but, nevertheless, the two answers are valid. As the Traite will comment (p. 2102F), 
the Buddha denies the atman more often than he affirms it, for the good reason that people, moved by the 
instinct of conservation, aspire to eternal survival rather than to a total annihilation. If people had opted for 
annihilation, the Teacher would not have omitted insisting on survival. Both being true, the opposing theses 
do not, however, have the same true potential. From the HInayanist point of view at least, the Anatmavada 
holds in absolute truth (paramdrthasatya ) for the skandhas alone exist. The Atmavada itself fits into the 
category of conventional and provisional truth ( samvrtisatya ) in that it corrects the errors of the nihilists. 
Now, the Traite will tell us (p. 210IF), a useful opinion is never false. 


C. The refused questions 

The Buddha often remained silent (tusmmbhdva) on the questions under consideration here, and for him, 
this silence is an answer, a sthdpamyavyakarana, an answer by not responding (cf. p. 156F). He refuses to 
say anything not only about the existence of the atman but also about the various modalities of the latter. 

Anandasutta (5. IV, p. 400-401; Samyukta, T 99, no. 961. k. 34, p. 245b; T 100, no. 195, k. 10. p. 444c). - 
One day the wandering mendicant Vatsagotra came to the Buddha and asked: “Does the atman exist (atth ’ 
attd)?” but the Teacher remained silent; thereupon Vatsagotra asked: “Does the atman not exist ( natth ’ 
attd)T ’ and again the Buddha remained silent. The mendicant having gone, the Buddha justified his silence 
to Ananda: “If I had answered that the atman exists, I would have been siding with the etemalists 
(.sdsvatavdda ) and I would have been preventing Vatsagotra from reaching the knowledge (jndna) that the 
dharmas are without self ( Sarve dharmd andtmanah). On the other hand, if I had answered that the atman 
does not exist, I would have been siding with the nihilists ( ucchedvdda ) and poor Vatsagotra would have 
asked himself: ‘But did I not previously exist? And now I no longer exist!’ “ 

Here, and despite his reluctance, the Buddha allows us to imply that he is intimately persuaded of the non¬ 
self nature of all things. 

In regard to the modalities of this atman in the case that it would exist, the Teacher is even more careful. He 
declares the fourteen reserved points ( avydki-tavastu ), ‘difficult questions’ which his disciples always asked 
him: eternity and infinity of the world ( loka ) and of the self (atman), survival of the Tathagata (or the saint 
liberated from desire) after death, connection between the life force (jfva ) and the body (references above, 
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p. 154F seq.). Here the Buddha makes no effort to justify his silence, and the reasons that he invokes are 
not lacking. Two especially should be remembered: the first practical in nature, and the second logical in 
nature 

a. If the Buddha was silent, it is because knowledge of these things does not make for progress in the holy 
life since they are of no use to peace and enlightenment ( D. I, p. 188-189; III, p. 136; M. I, p. 431; S. II, p. 
223). 

b. Since everything is empty of ‘me’ and ‘mine’, there is no atman and, since there is no atman, it is absurd 
to wonder if it is eternal or transitory, finite or infinite, the same as the body or different from it. One does 
not go on and on about the height of the son of a sterile woman and a eunuch, on the length of the hair of a 
tortoise, on the color of a sky-flower, on the shape of the sixth finger of one’s hand, on the number of liters 
of milk produced by a cow’s horn. The author of the Traite returns to this subject a number of times (e.g., 
p. 155-158F, 423F, 913-919F) and he concludes (p. 1684F): “It is the anatman that is true”, not without 
immediately adding, like a good Madhyamikan, that one cannot grasp its characteristic. 

That said, the Buddha is perfectly aware of the outcry that his teachings were to provoke. The theory of 
dependent origination which explains, without the intervention of a substantial entity, the mechanism of 
action and retribution, is a profound truth, difficult to see, difficult to understand, pacifying, sublime, 
surpassing any dialectic, abstruse, comprehensible only to the wise (Vin., I, p. 4; Catusparisad, p. 108; 
Mahavastu, III, p. 314; Lalitavistara, p. 392). As for emptiness - if it is a question only of the self and 
‘mine’ - “the entire world is averse to it” (sarvalokavipratyanika). 

The Buddha foresaw that, in future centuries, some bhiksus would not listen to it, would not lend an ear to 
it and would not want to understand ‘the sutras expounded by the Tathagata, profound sutras, deep in 
meaning, superhuman and dealing with emptiness’ (5. II, p. 267; V, p. 407; A. I, p. 72; III, p. 107: suttantd 
tathdgatabhdsitd gamblurd gambhiratthd lokottard sunnatdpatisamyutta). 

If any prediction is realized, that one certainly was. In the early centuries of Buddhism, some schools, in 
any case, those of the Vatslputnyas and the Sammitiyas (cf. p. 43, F, n. 4) professed personalist views 
(pudgalavdda ) in such an insidious way that one wonders if they were still indeed Buddhist (cf. preliminary 
note of L. de La Vallee Poussin to chap. IX of the Kosa, p. 228). Throughout history, efforts were made to 
introduce into the holy Dharma the atman of the Upanisads and the Vedanta. Even in our times, some 
critics maintain the following reasoning: The Buddha denied that the samskrtas are a self or belong to a 
self, but he did not formally combat an atman transcending the world of contingencies. E. Frauwallner, in 
his Philosophic des Buddhismus, Berlin, 1956, expressed himself thus: Der Buddha wird nicht mude, 
immer wiederzu betonen, dass keine derfiinf Gruppen (skandha), aus denen die irdische Personlichkeit 
zusammensetzt, fur das Ich gehalten werden darf. Ihm selbst lag es zwarfern, damit das Vorhandensein 
einer Seels uberhaupt zu leugnen. 

But this argumentum ex silentio bears no weight in face of the similar dialogues, exchanges between 
Sariputra and Yamaka (S. Ill, p. 111-112), between the Buddha and Anuradha (5. IV, p. 383-384) on the 
existence of the tathagata, a word that here means not the Buddha but more generally the saint delivered 
from desire. There it is said that the tathagata is not any of the five skandhas {pupa, vedand, samjhd, 
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samskdra, vijnana), is not found in them nor elsewhere ( anyatra ), is not the group of the five skandhas and 
yet is not separate from them. In conclusion: Ettha ca te, dvuso Yamaha, ditth ’ eva dhamme saccato thetato 
tathdgato anupalabbhiyamano. 

This finale has been translated and understood differently by H. Oldenberg ( Buddha, sein Leben, 13 th ed., 
1959, p. 296: “So ist also, Freund Yamaka, schon hier in der sichtbaren Welt der Vollendete fur dich nicht 
in Wahrheit und Wesebhaftigkeit zu erfassen”, and L. de La Vallee Poussin who understands: “Done, mon 
ami, mime maintenant, tu ne percois pas le Bouddha comme existant reellement, vraiment” (Le 
bouddhisme, 3 rd ed., 1925, p. 172), or “Done, Yamaka, dans ce monde mime, le tathagata n’est pas percu, 
constate, comme vrai, reel” ( Nirvana , 1925, p. 104). Oldenberg sees in this phrase the affirmation of a 
transcendent atman, the atman of the Upanisads; de La Vallee Poussin finds in it the same negation of the 
tathagata of which one cannot say that it perishes at death for the good reason that in order to perish, it is 
necessary to exist. 

In his fine work, L ’Atman-Brahman dans le bouddhisme ancien, Paris, 1973, p. 67, K. Bhattacharya writes: 
“The controversy between Oldenberg and de La Vallee Poussin seems senseless, for it is placed on two 
distinct levels. In fact, however, the learned Indian scholar sides with Oldenberg and Frauwallner by 
adding: ‘What this text and others similar to it mean is this: ‘The atman, the Absolute, cannot be the object 
of ‘grasping’... But that which escapes ‘grasping’ is not ‘non-existent’; its objective ‘non-existence’ is, on 
the other hand, its metaphysical ‘existence’ par excellence; its ‘non-grasping’ is its ‘grasping’ par 
excellence’ “. 

But the Omniscient One knew very well what he needed to say and what he needed to be silent about, and 
one would seek in vain in the canonical sutras of exact and definitive meaning ( mtarthasutra ) any support 
for an atman both immanent and transcendent, permanent ( nitya ), stable ( dhruva ), eternal ( sdsvata ) and 
immutable (, aviparinamadharma ), whereas they endlessly say and repeat that all things without exception, 
conditioned or unconditioned, are not an atman ( sai've dhannd andtmdnah) and that the most fatal 
ignorance, whatever the forms they may borrow, is the satkayadrsti. 

Under these conditions and until proof of the contrary, it is best to stick to the recommendation of the 
Teacher: “What 1 have not declared, hold that as non-declared, and what I have declared, hold that as 
having been declared” (M. I, p. 431 : Abydkatan ca me abydkatato dhdretha, bydkatah ca me bydkatato 
dhdretha). By conforming to this golden rule and by endeavoring to realize by themselves the profound 
meaning of the teachings of the Blessed One, for over twenty-five centuries numerous bhiksus have found 
in the doctrine of non-self the pacifying of the mind and joyful hearts. On this subject, see W. Rahula, 

L ’enseignement fondamental du bouddhisme in Presence du bouddhisme, Saigon, 1959, p. 265-266; 

L ’enseignement du Buddha, Paris, 1961, p. 77-96. 

“In conclusion,” writes the author of the Traite (p. 747F), “look for the atman in heaven or on earth, inside 
(.adhydtman) or outside ( bahirdhd), in the three times (, tryadhvan ) or in the ten directions ( dasadis ), 
nowhere will you find it. Only the meeting of the twelve bases of consciousness [dvadasdyatana, i.e., the 
six sense organs and their respective objects] produces the six consciousnesses (sadvijhdna). The meeting 
of the three [trikasamnipata, or the meeting of the organs, the objects and the consciousnesses] is called 
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contact ( sparsa ). Contact produces feeling (vedana), concept (samjna), the act of intention ( cetana ) and 
other mental dharmas ( caitasikadharma ). According to the Buddhist system, it is by the power of ignorance 
(avidyd) that belief in the self ( satkayadrsti ) arises. As a result of satkayadrsti, one affirms the existence of 
the atman. This satkayadrsti is destroyed by the vision of the truth of suffering ( duhkhasatyadarsana ): the 
knowledge of the truth of suffering ( duhkhe dharmajndna ) and the consecutive knowledge of suffering 
(i duhkhe ‘nvyajndna). When satkayadrsti is destroyed, one no longer sees that there is an atman.” 

2. Dharmasunyata 


The canonical scriptures do not teach the emptiness of beings alone; occasionally they also talk about the 
emptiness of things (dharmasunyata) : dharmas are empty of self-nature ( svabhdva ) and also of 
characteristics (laksana) and are like a magic show. This long before the term existed Madhyamaka shows 
up in some sutras of the Tripitaka, in theories attributing to samadhi a complete control over things and 
especially in the philosophical interpretation given to the Middle Way ( madhyamdpratipad ). 


A. Sutra concerning the emptiness of things 

Early Buddhism considered conditioned dharmas, coming from causes, to be impermanent, painful and 
without self, but as a general rule, did not doubt their reality; it acknowledged their intrinsic nature and 
definite characteristics. Some sutras, however, seem to have wandered away from this realism and lean 
toward nihilism: they would have taught the twofold emptiness of beings and things or only the emptiness 
of things. Twice, without pretending to be complete, the Traite has tried to set up the list of them: 
Mahdsunyatdsutra, Brahmajdlasutra, Pasurasutta (p. 1079-1090F), Srenikaparivrdjakasutra, 
Dfrghanakhasutra, Sattvasutra, Kolopamasutra, and a few sutras of the Parayana and the Arthavarga(p. 
2141-2144F). The reader who is interested is referred to the indicated pages. 

Candrakrrti likewise thinks that the world deprived of reality has been taught in the sutras dealing with the 
sravaka path and gives as sample the Phenasutta ( S. Ill, p. 140-143) and the Kdtydyandvavdda (S. II, p. 
17): see Madh. avatara, p. 22 (transl. Museon, 1907, p. 271). 


B. Supremacy of samadhi 

The Path of nirvana is a path of deliverance, of detachment in regard to the threefold world, of renunciation 
of the five objects of sensory enjoyment, of the taste of the trances and absorptions felt in the material 
world, the world of form and the formless world. This detachment follows a pure wisdom ( prajna 
anasrava ) which cannot be acquired without the support of samadhi. The practices of the Path described in 
preceding chapters (chap. XXXI-XXXVIII) are samadhi insofar as they are practiced in a state of 
concentrated mind. They are aimed at detaching the mind from contingencies. The practitioner who is 
concentrated obtains a mastery of mind ( cetovasita ), a mental aptitude ( cittakarmanyate ) that makes him 
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capable of seeing things as he wishes and even of transforming them at will. The power of conviction 
(adhimuktibala ) is manifested particularly in the meditation on ugliness ( asubhabhdvana ), the four 
immeasurables ( apramana ), the eight liberations ( vimoksa ), the eight spheres of mastery ( abhivydyatana) 
and the ten spheres of totality ( krtsndyatana ). 

By the strength of twisting and kneading the object at will, the practitioner ends up by finding the 
emptiness ofmtrinsic nature ( svalaksana ), specific mark ( nimitta ), and wishlessness ( apranihita ). Those are 
the three doors of deliverance ( vimoksamukha ) opening directly onto destruction of the three poisons and 
nirvana. Having reached this stage, the ascetic sravaka practically catches up with the bodhisattva in the 
awareness of the true nature of things which is none other than the absence of nature. For all of this, see 
Traite, p. 1213-1232F. 

A disciple of the Buddha, well-known in the Pali tradition as well as the Sanskrit, without being burdened 
by preliminary considerations, had instinctively found the formula for good meditation. The 
Samthakatyayanasutra (see references above, p. 86F, n. 2) tells us that he had destroyed all notions 
whatsoever ( sarvatm sarvasamjnd) and that he meditated by not meditating on anything ( na sarvam 
sarvam iti dhydyati). And the gods congratulated him saying: “Praise to you, excellent man, for we do not 
know on what you are meditating (yasya te ndbhijdnunah kim tvam nisritya dhydyasi ).” This precursor of 
Nagaijuna, Bhavaviveka, Candrakirti and Santideva had undoubtedly found the truth by not seeing it. 


C. Interpretation of the Middle Way 

Sravakas and bodhisattvas are also in agreement on the philosophical interpretation given to the Madhyamd 
pratipad, with the difference that the latter have attributed to it an absolutely unlimited extension. 

In the Sermon at Benares (Vin. I, p. 10; M. I, p. 15-16; III, p. 231; S. IV, p. 330; V, p. 421; Catusparisad, p. 
140; Mahavastu, III, p. 331; Lalitavistara, p. 416), Sakyamuni revealed to his first disciples the Middle 
Way which “opens the eyes and the mind, which leads to rest, to knowledge, to enlightenment, to nirvana”: 
this is the noble eightfold Path. 

In the sources cited, this Path is a middle way insofar as it is equally distant from hedonism and rigorism, 
between a life of pleasure ( kdmasukhallikdnuyoga ) and a life of mortification (atmaklamathanuyoga). 

However, other canonical passages see in it a middle way insofar as it reflects, back to back, a series of 
extreme and opposing philosophical views: “By not adopting these paired groups of extremes, the 
Tathagata expounds the Dharma by means of the Middle Way” (etdv ubhdv antdv anupagamyd 
madhyamayd pratipadd tathdgato dharmam desayati). 

Here are some of the extremes to which the Buddha objects: 

1. To say “Everything exists” is one extreme, to say “Everything does not exist” is another ( sabbam atthfti 
ayam eko onto, sabbam natthiti aydm dutiyo onto): S. II, p. 17, 21-23; 76, 23-27; III, p. 135, 12-13. 

2. For the one who sees precisely with right wisdom the origin of the world, that which in the world is 
called ‘non-existence” does not exist; for the one who sees precisely with right wisdom the cessation of the 
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world, that which in the world is called ‘existence’ does not exist (lokasamudayam yathabhutam 
samyakprajhaya pasyato yd loke ndstitd sd na bhavati, lokanirodham yathabhutam samyakprajhaya 
pasyato yd loke ‘sthitd sd na bhavati ); Nidanasamyukta, p. 169 = S. II, p. 17, 10-13. 

The false view of existence, the eternalist view, is not found in the person who sees precisely, by right 
wisdom, the causal origin of formations. The false view of non-existence, the nihilist view, is not found in 
the person who sees precisely, with right wisdom, the causal cessation of the formations 
sahetusamskdrasamudayam yathabhutam samyakprajhaya pasyato yd bhavadrsti sdsvatadrsti sd na 
bhavati, sahetusamskaranirodham ca yathabhutam samyakprajhaya pasyato yd vibhavadrsti ucchedadrsti 
sdpi na bhavati ): Mahavastu, III, p. 448, 8-10. 

3. The Acelasutra has come down to us in its Pali recension (S. II, p. 19-22) and its Sanskrit recension 
(Nidanasamyukta, p. 170-178), with some differences between them. The Buddha denies that suffering - 
meaning the world of suffering - is made by oneself ( svayamkrta ) or made by another (parakrta ). Those 
who claim that it is made by oneself fall into the eternalist heresy ( sdsvatadrsti ); those who believe that it is 
made by another fall into the nihilist heresy ( ucchedadrsti ). For the same reasons, one cannot say that the 
person who acts is identical with the person who suffers (so karoti so patisamvediyati) or that the person 
who acts is other than the person who suffers ( anno karoti anno patisamvediyati)', one cannot say that 
feeling is identical with the one who feels (sd vedana so vediyati) or that feeling is other than the one who 
feels (ahhd vedana anno vedayati). Avoiding these groups of extremes, the Buddha expounds the 
dependent origination of phenomena. 

4. According to the Avijjdpaccayd (S. II, p. 61; Nidanasamyukta, p. 154, 155), to think that the living being 
is identical to the body (taj jivam tac charfram) and to think that the living being is different from the body 
(anyaj jivam anyac chariram) are two extreme views that make the religious life (brahmacaryavdsa) 
impossible. 

Avoiding all these extremes, the Buddha preaches the Dharma (particularly the pratltyasamutpada) by 
means of the Middle Way. 

It is true that in these old canonical sutras the refusal of the extremes is especially directed against belief in 
a self, but the simultaneous rejection of the asti and the ndsti, of the astitd and the ndstitd, confines the 
philosophy to a neutral position where it is impossible for it to affirm or deny what is. This is the position 
adopted by the Madhyamaka, and later (1. 43, p. 370a25-bl0), the Traite will comment that it does not go 
against any limit. To practice the Madhyama pratipad in the spirit of the Prajnaparamita is to reject all 
extremes: eternity (sdsvata) and annihilation (uccheda), suffering (duhkha) and happiness (sukha), empty 
(sunya) and real (tattva), self (atman ) and non-self (andtman), material things ( rupin ) and non-material 
things (arupin), visible (sanidarsana) and invisible (anidarsana), resistant (sapratigha) and non-resistant 
(apratigha), conditioned (samskrta) and unconditioned (sasmskrta), impure (sdsrava) and pure (andsrava), 
mundane (laukika) and supramundane (lokottara), ignorance (avidyd) and destruction of ignorance 
(avidydksaya), old age and death (jardmarana ) and cessation of old age and death (jardmarananirodha), 
existence (astitd) and non-existence (ndstitd) of things, bodhisattva and six paramitas, buddha and bodhi. 
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the six inner organs ( indriya ) and the six outer objects ( visaya ), the perfection of wisdom and the non¬ 
perfection of wisdom. - The old canonical sutras are not there yet but they are on the way. 

Why does the Tripitaka go on at length about the emptiness of beings and pass rapidly over the emptiness 
of things? In the words of the Traite , there are several reasons. First, because the Tripitaka is addressed to 
the sravakas who, being weak in their faculties, understand the first more easily than the second. The 
bodhisattvas, on the other hand, are better prepared to understand the doctrines of the Prajnaparamitas (cf. 
p. 2061F). Secondly, because beings cling especially to eternity and happiness and much less to 
impermanence and suffering. The worldly person is more attracted to the eternal happiness of the afterlife 
than to annihilation on death (p. 2102F). Thirdly and finally, for pedagogical reasons: the doctrine of the 
non-self serves as introduction to that of the emptiness of things and it is appropriate to speak of it first (p. 
2138F). 

II. EMPTINESS IN THE HINAYANIST SECTS 


The Traite (p. 106-108F), in a few lines, has summarized the history of the first centuries of Buddhism: 
“When the Buddha was in this world, the Dharma encountered no obstacles. After the Buddha died, when 
the Dharma was recited for the first time, it was still as it was at the time when the Buddha lived. One 
hundred years later, king Asoka made a grand five-yearly assembly and the great Dharma teachers debated. 
As a result of their differences, there were distinct sects ( nikdya ) each having a name, and they 
subsequently developed.” Each sect, or rather, each school explained their particular views in scholastic 
manuals ( abhidharma ) to which they attributed canonical value and in treatises ( sastra ) signed with the 
names of illustrious authors. 

Comparing the doctrines of the Sutrapitaka, recognized broadly by all the schools, to the teachings 
consigned to the Abhidharmas and the Sastras, the Traite (p. 1095F) comments as follows: “Whoever has 
not grasped the Prajnaparamita system [will come up against innumerable contradictions]: if he tackles the 
teaching of the Abhidharma, he falls into realism; if he tackles the teaching of emptiness, he falls into 
nihilism; if he tackles the teaching of the Pitaka (= Sutrapitaka), he falls [sometimes] into realism and 
[sometimes] into nihilssm.” 

Although this comment concerns especially the Sarvastivadin Abhidharma, it also has a more general 
range. As we have seen in the preceding section, the canonical sutras teach mainly the sattvasunyata, but 
sometimes also the dharmasunyata, and those who read them fall sometimes into realism and sometimes 
into nihilism. Generally - there are some exceptions - the Abhidharmas insist on sattvasunyata, but remain 
silent on dharmasunyata; thus they risk their readers falling into realism. The Mahayanasutras that teach 
both the sattva- and the dharmasunyata are difficult to inteipret, and a superficial exegesis frequently ends 
up in nihilism. 

In regard to the problem of emptiness, the HInayanist sects, traditionally eighteen in number, may be 
divided into three classes: the personalists, the realists and the nominalists. 
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1. The Personalists (pudgalavadin ). 


Among the sects believing in the individual, in the person, the best known is that of the Vatslputriya- 
Salmittrya. We know their theories roughly by the criticisms their adversaries addressed to them and from 
an original work, the SammitTyanikayasastra, translated into Chinese (T 1649). Other authentic sources, 
notably the Karikas, have been found by G. Tucci and are presently being studied. 

The sect accepts a pudgala, i.e., an individual, a person, acknowledging, nevertheless, that it is neither 
identical with nor different from the skandhas. It is not identical with the skandhas for it would be 
condemned to annihilation ( uccheda ); it is not other than the skandhas for it would be eternal ( sdsvata ) and 
thus unconditioned ( asamskrta ). It behaves towards the elements like fire in regard to fuel: fire is not 
identical with the fuel for “that which is being consumed” would be confused with “that which is 
consuming”; it is not different from the fuel for the fuel would not be hot (Kosa, IX, p. 234). For the sect, 
the pudgala is the only dharma to transmigrate ( samkramati ) from this world to the other world: at death, it 
abandons the skandhas of the present existence to assume those of the future existence and, at the cessation 
of its transmigration, it remains in a nirvana of which we cannot say that it does not truly exist. 

These theories provoked a lively reaction in the orthodox circles and one wonders if the Pudgalavadins 
were still Buddhists (cf. Kosa, preliminary note to chap. IX, p. 228). At any rate, the notion of emptiness, 
whether that of beings or that of things, remained foreign to them. 

The Traite makes some allusions to the VatsTputrlyas (p. 43F, 112F, 424F, 616F) and attests the existence 
of a Vatsiputriyabhidharma (p. 43F, 424F). 

2. The Realists. - 

The epithet renders only imperfectly the basic doctrinal position adopted both by the Theravadins of 
Ceylon and the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasika of the Indian continent. Worried about rendering faithfully and 
clearly the mind of the Buddha, the two schools have elaborated, in parallel but independently of each 
other, a scholasticism voluminous in size. For the record, we may cite, on the Theravadin side, the seven 
books of the Abhidhamma and the Pali Visuddhimagga; on the Sarvastivadin side, the Satpadabhidharma 
gathering six works around the Jnanaprasthana of Katyayanlputra and the Mahdvibhdsd of the Kashmirian 
arhats. E. Frauwa11ner’s Tb/t iclharma-Stuclien (see WZKSA, VII (1963), p. 20-36; VIII (1964), p. 59-99; 
XV (1971, p.69-102; 103-121; XVI (1972), p. 95-152); XVII (1973), p. 97-121) has thrown new light on 
this literature. 

The two schools may be described as realists because, while rejecting the existence of an eternal and 
immutable atman, they recognize a certain reality in dharmas. In a word, they combine skandhamatravada, 
the affirmation of the existence of the five skandhas only (as well as the asamskrta), with nairatmyavada, 
the negation of the person. 
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The author of the Traite seems to be unaware of the existence of the Theravadins of Ceylon; by contrast, he 
has at his fingertips the works of the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasikas to which he often refers (see, e.g., p. 109- 
11 OF, 1 IF, 245F, 285F, 424F, 614F, 786F, 787F, 1697F, 1715F, etc.). He was broadly dependent on this 
school; one could say that it is to it that he addresses his work. Here we must say a few words about this. 

To begin with, the Sarvastivadins distinguish two classes of things: i) those that exist by designation only 
(prajnaptisat ), truly conventional ( samvrtisatya ), and ii) those that really exist ( dravyasat, vastusat ), truly 
absolute (paramdrthasatya ): cf. Kosa, II, p. 186, 214. 

The first are names only serving, out of convention, to designate groups, groups that are valid only insofar 
as their parts are not in turn subdivisible. Thus an army is reduced to the soldiers that compose it, a forest to 
its trees, cloth to its threads. The chariot does not in itself exist, merely as a designation of the parts that 
enter into its manufacture: caisson, shaft, wheels, etc. In the same way, the atman, the soul, the self, is a 
simple label applied to the groupings of skandhas, ayatanas or dhatus; there is no substantial entity there, no 
one to be, to act or to feel. 

Nevertheless there do exist - and it is in this that the Sarvastivadins show themselves as realists - simple 
facts, recalcitrant to analysis, which truly exist, brief though their duration may be, with a specific intrinsic 
nature or character ( svabhdva = svalaksana) and some general characteristics ( samanyalaksana ). These 
are, for example, the atom of color which cannot be broken, feeling, concept, mental activity and 
consciousness, each of which forms in itself an indivisible entity. 

The Sarvastivadins have carefully analyzed these realities and, without necessarily forgetting the 
classification already proposed by the canonical scriptures, have drawn up a new list, the Pancavastuka. 

The dharmas are sixty-six in number and are divided into five classes: 

a. the three asamskrtas or unconditioned: space (akasa) which does not obstruct matter and is not 
obstructed by it; the two kinds of nirvana: the cessation of suffering by means of the awareness 
(pratisamkhyanirodha) that consists of the understanding of the truths and the disjunction from impure 
dharmas; the cessation of suffering not due to the awareness ( apratisamkhyanirodha ) that consists of the 
absolute prevention of the arising of future dharmas. 

The dharmas that follow in the list are sixty-two in number and are all samskrta, conditioned or the results 
of causes. They are divided into four groups: 

b. the 11 rupa, material dharmas, namely: the 5 indriya, sense organs, the 6 visaya, objects, and avijnapti. 

c. the citta, also called manas, mind, or vijndna, consciousness. It is pure and simple awareness, without 
any content. 

d. the 46 caitta, mental or psychic factors, concomitant with the mind and cooperating with it. 

e. the 14 cittaviprayuktasamskara, dissociated from the mind which are neither matter nor mind. Among 
these are the four ‘characteristics of conditioned dharmas’ ( samskrtalaksana ): birth ( jdti ), old age {jam), 
duration ( sthiti ) and impermanence {anityatd), by virtue of which conditioned dharmas arise, endure for a 
brief instant, decay and disappear. 
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Like the skandhas, ayatanas and dhatus listed by the canonical sutras, the 72 samskrtadharmas of the 
Sarvastivadins make up the whole lot (sarvam), suffering ( duhkha ), the world ( loka ) of suffering. Causes 
and caused, impermanent, painful, empty of‘me’ and ‘mine’, they form a series ( samtdna ) that 
transmigrates through the existences of the three times, is defiled or is purified due to the delusions and 
passions ( klesa ), as a result of actions ( kannan ). These dharmas are true, but under the action of their 
general characteristics, the characteristis of the conditioned, their manifestation last only a very short time, 
so short that they perish there where they are bom, which renders movement impossible.. 

By acknowledging a true nature and true characteristics in dharmas, the Sarvastivadins show themselves to 
be realists; by limiting their duration to a strict minimum and refusing to them any atman worthy of the 
name, they lapse into phenomenalism and thus endanger their own system. 


The Sarvastivadins were to be attacked head on by one of their subsects, that of the Sautrantikas, so called 
because they rejected the Abhidharmas and recognized no other authority than the canonical sutras. Their 
most qualified spokesperson was Vasubandhu, the author of the Abhidharmakosa, who lived, according to 
E. Frauwallner, between 400 and 480 AD. He was certainly later than the author of the Traite , but, although 
the latter makes no mention of the Kosa, he was perfectly aware of the Sautrantika doctrines, even if this 
was only by consulting the Mahavibhasa. In the criticisms that he raises against the Sarvastivadins, in 
regard to, for example, the three times (p. 1690-1694F), he meets and uses the Sautrantika argumentation. 
However, in the actual state of the information, it is not possible to know with any certitude who was the 
borrower and who was the lender. 

Be that as it may, without lapsing into eternalism or nihilism, the Sautrantikas seriously gave the realism of 
the Sarvastivadins a heavy pounding. The latter, as their name indicates, based their system on the 
existence of the dharmas of the three times, past, present and future “because the Bhagavat said, it, because 
the mental consciousness proceeds from the organ and the object and because the past bears a fruit.” The 
Sautrantikas reject any temporal distinction “because if past and future things really exist, the dharmas 
coming from causes (samskrta) would always exist and would thus be eternal. And yet scripture and 
reasoning declare that they are impermanent.” On this subject, see Kosa, V, p. 50-65, and Documents 
d’Abhidharma, published by L. de La Vallee Poussin in MCB, V, 1936-1937, p. 7-158. 

In addition, the Sautrantkas noticeably reduced the list of 75 dharmas recognized as real by the 
Sarvastivadins. For them, the three asamskrtas are false, for space (dkdsd) is the simple absence of matter, 
and nirvana is, after the destruction of the passions and the dharmas of existence, the absence of their 
renewal. Nirvana is the culmination, negative and unreal, of a dependent origination which was positive 
and real; it is a pascad abhdva, non-existence following after existence, a nirodha, none other than 
cessation (Kosa, II, p. 282-284). - The Sautrantikas accept the non-existence of the mind, but reject the 
caittas completely or partially (Kosa, II, p. 150, n.). - Finally they consider the 14 dissociated dharmas 
(viprayuktasamskdra) as purely inventions of the mind. In particular, birth, duration, old age and 
impermanence of the conditioned dharmas are not things in themselves, distinct from the dharmas that arise 
and that perish, but simple modifications of the series which begins, is prolonged, is modified and perishes 
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(Kosa, II, p. 226-238). Destruction is spontaneous (akasmika): the dharma perishes incessantly by itself, is 
incessantly reborn from itself under normal conditions. The dharma-cause produces the dharma-effect in 
the same way that one balance-pan rises when the other descends (Kosa, IV, p. 4-8). 

Thus, not content with eliminating a number of dharmas, the Sautrantikas reduced the duration of those that 
it wanted to spare practically to zero. The dharmas are instantaneous ( ksanika ), for it is in their nature to 
perish as soon as they are born. 

In order to bring about these somber cuts in the Sarvastivadin forest, the Sautrantikas claimed to follow, 
among other sources, a sutra where the Buddha said: “Here, O monks, are five things that are only names, 
designations, conventions, manners of speaking, namely: the past, the future, space, nirvana and pudgala” 
(cf. Madh. vrtti, p. 389; Kosa, IV, p. 5, n. 2). However, their nominalism was not complete, for by 
maintaining a number, however restricted, of real entities like riipa and citta, and above all, by accepting 
the mechanism of dependent origination as the nature of things, these relentless critics remain ‘realists’ on 
the philosophical level. 

3. The Nominalists 


- In terms of the old canonical sutras, the group of the samskrtadharmas limited by the five skandhas, the 
twelve ayatanas, the twelve dhatus constituted a reality called sarvam, the all (S. IV, p. 15), loka , the world 
(5. IV, p. 52, 54) or, as well, duhkha, suffering ( S. IV, p. 28). It is on this realist basis that the 
Sarvastivadins and the Sautrantikas elaborated their respective theories. In contrast, a Hinayanist sect 
derived from the Mahasamghikas saw in the skandhas, the ayatanas and the dhatus simple nominal beings 
only, without the least reality. The practitioners of this sect were designated by the name Prajnaptivadins, 
i.e., ‘Nominalists’. 

In his syllabus of the sects, th e Samayabhedaoparacanacab-a (transl. Hiuan-tsang, T 2013, p. 16al7-18), 
the historian Vasumitra, who lived in the 4 th century after the Nirvana, attributes the following three theses 
to the Prajnaptivadins: 1) duhkha is not the skandhas; 2) the twelve ayatanas are not really true; 3) the 
samskaras that combine in interdependence and succession are metaphorically (prajnapyante) called 
duhkha .” To express onself thus is to deny any reality to conditioned things and their dependent 
origination; it is complete Madhyamaka. 

Moreover, the Prajnaptivadins had inaugurated the Stinyavada by drawing up a list of ten emptinesses. In 
the Mahavibhasa, T 1545, k. 104, p. 540a20, we read: “The Prajnaptivadins (Che-cho-louen) say that there 
are many sunyatas: 1) adhydtma-s., 2) bahirdha-s., 3) adhyatmabahirdha-s ., 4) samskrta-s., 5) asamskrta-s, 
6) atyanta-s., 7) prakrti-s., 8) apravrtti-s ., 9) paramdrtha-s. 10) sunyatd-s. These ten types of sunyata are 
examined in other places (cf. Vibhasa, T 1545,k. 8, p. 37al2-15; T 1546, k. 4, p. 27al7-19). Why 
distinguish so many emptinesses? Because their practice serves as antidote {pratipaksa ) to twenty kinds of 
belief in personality, [in vimsatisikharasamudgata satkdyadrstisaila], These twenty kinds of belief in the 
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person, roots of all the passions ( sarvaklesamula ), persist in samsara and do not end up in nirvana: they are 
serious faults and this is why the emptinesses which are their close counteragents are often spoken of.” 

Were the Prajnaptivadins the inventors of these ten sunyatas or were they borrowed from the Mahayanists? 
These are questions that cannot be answered at the moment because of the absence of any information. But 
it will be noted that in the opinion of the Vibhasa, the ten sunyatas of the Prajnaptivadins were directed 
solely against belief in the atman whereas they perhaps also countered the reality of things. 

Be that as it may, and as the Traite would have it, it should be recognized that, taken altogether, the study 
of the Abhidharmas and the Hmayanist sastras leads to a qualified realism rather than a complete nihilism. 


III. EMPTINESS ACCORDING TO THE MADHYAMAKA 


As we have just seen, the early schools of the Theravadins and the Sarvastivadins thought to interpret the 
canonical doctrines correctly by comparing the dharmas that exist only as designation ( prajnaptisat, 
namamatra), such as an army, a forest, the pitcher, the atman, with a series of dharmas that exist in reality 
(dravyasat, vastusat) some of which, the samskrtas, arise due to causes and others, the asamskrtas, are 
uncaused. 

l.The canonical sutras established three lists of samskrtas each covering the same grouping: the five 
skandhas, the twelve ayatanas and the eighteen dhatus. While keeping these classifications, the Theravadins 
put next to them a list of 81 samskrtadharmas (plus 1 asamskrta), and the Sarvastivadins, a list of 72 
samskrtadharmas (plus 3 asamskrtas): see H. von Glasenapp, Die Philosophie der Inder, Stuttgart, 1949, p. 
330 and 334. 

The samskrtas (also called samskaras) are characterized by three or four samskrtalaksanas: arising 
(w tpdda), disappearance (vyaya) and duration-change ( sthityanyathdtva ). 

Although they do not exist in themselves, they are real ( dravyasat, vastusat) insofar as they have a intrinsic 
nature or their own character ( svabhdva = svalaksana : Kosa, VI, p. 159) and general characteristics 
(sdmdnyalaksana ): they are impermanent ( anitya ), painful ( duhkha ), empty (sunya) and non-self 
( anatman ). 

Basing themselves on the great majority of canonical sutras, the Theravadins and the Sarvastivadins, in 
their Abhidharmas, profess the non-self (nairatmya), the emptiness of the being or the person 
(sattvasunyatd, pudgalasunyatd). By self (atman) is meant a permanent ( nitya ), stable ( dhruva ), eternal 
(sdsvata) and immutable ( aviparinamadharman ) entity. Now the samskrtas (skandhas, ayatanas or dhatus) 
are impermanent, precarious, of very brief not to say instantaneous duration, and show perpetual changing 
in their own nature and their characteristics. Therefore they are not a self, do not belong to a self: they are 
‘empty of me and mine’ ( sunya dtmand cdtmfyena ca). 

Being causes and coming from causes and conditions ( hetupratyayasamutpanna ), these samskrtas are 
carried away in the round of a samsara that has had no beginning. The skandhas forming series appear and 
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disappear from moment to moment according to the immutable process of the ‘twelve-membered 
dependent origination’ ( dvddasdhgapratftyasamutpdda ) going from ignorance to old age-death: “This 
being, that is; from the production of this, that is produced, i.e., the formations have as condition ignorance, 
old age and death has as condition birth, and so this is the origin of the entire great mass of suffering. 
Conversely, this not being, that is not; by the destruction of this, that is destroyed, i.e., from the destruction 
of ignorance there results the destruction of the formations, from the destruction of birth results the 
destruction of old age and death, and such is the destruction of the entire great mass of suffering.” The 
arising and perishing skandhas are present in each of the twelve stages of the pratltyasamutpada, for, as the 
Kosa, III, p. 60 and 66 comments, the series of the skandhas that develops in the existences is the twelve- 
membered pratltyasamutpada and its members are called by the name of the dharma that is the most 
important therein. 

The pratltyasamutpada makes up the true nature ( dhannata ) of conditioned dharmas: “Whether the 
Tathagatas appear or whether the Tathagatas do not appear, this dharma-nature of the dharmas ( dhanndndm 
dhannata) remains stable” (references in Traite, p. 157F; add Nidanasamyukta, p. 148, 164). 

2. In contrast to the samskrtas there are the asamskrtas or unconditioned. The canonical texts and the 
Abhidharmas of the Theravadins know only one, namely, nirvana; the Sarvastivadins have three, namely, 
space (dkasa) and the two ‘types’ of nirvana. Differing from the samskrtas, they are without birth, without 
disappearance and without duration-change (A. I, p. 152) and completely escape the law of 
pratltyasamutpada. One would like to think that nirvana is an abode of eternal bliss, but it is in no way an 
atman. In the words of the third seal of the Dharma, all dharmas, samskrta as well as asamskrta, are non¬ 
self ( andtmdnah sarvadharmah) and, what is more, there is no one to enter into nirvana. 

The Sarvastivadin scholasticism is a grandiose but fragile edifice. We saw above how it was attacked head 
on by the Sautrantikas. The last blow was delivered by the Mahayanists, particularly the Madhyamikas. 

The author of the Traite has, to a great extent, contributed to this work of demolition by taking his 
inspiration from some canonical sutras that profess the twofold emptiness, from a number of 
Mahayanasutras among which are primarily the Prajnaparamitasutras, and finally from the philosophical 
sastras of the Madhyamaka school, signed by the great names of Nagarjuna, Aryadeva and Rahulabhadra. 
Here I [Lamotte] will try to summarize his position with the aid of the works of L. de La Vallee Poussin, R 
Grousset, E. Conze and J. May which have been especially useful to me. In the pages that follow, the 
abbreviations used are: 

P. = Pancavimsatisahasrika; .S'. = Satasahasrika; Madh. kdr. = Madhyamakakarika by Nagarjuna; Madh. 
vrtti = Prasannapada by Candraklrti; Madh. av. = Madhyamakavatara also by Candraklrti. 

In the search for the Mystery, the Thomist scholasticism uses the triple method of negation ( via negationis), 
of causality ( via causalitatis) and of transcendence ( via eminentiae ); the Madhyamika scholasticism resorts 
to the first, evades the second and substitutes for the third a cautious silence (via silentii). 
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The system rests on the distinction between the two truths: z) the conventional truth or truth of worldly 
convention ( samvrtisatya ) marred by realism, pluralism and determinism and built up on ignorance alone; 
ii) the absolute truth (paramdrthasatya ) which, while rejecting realism, keeps itself from falling into 
nihilism and thus takes a Middle Way ( madhyamd pratipad) between negation and affirmation, a path 
leading to he stopping of the mind and of speech. - See Madh. vrtti, p. 491-499 (J. May, CandrakTrti, p. 
224-234); Traite, p. 27F, 1091F, 1101F, 1379F, etc. 

1. Rejection of realism 


Capable of being envisaged under various aspects, the doctrine of emptiness is applied to all dharmas 
(sarvadharmasunyata) without exception ( atyantasunyatd). Dharmas are empty of intrinsic nature 
(svabhavasunyata), essence ( prakrtisunyata) and specific nature (svalaksanasunyatd). They are also 
without general characteristics and elude causality. They do not truly exist: they are merely designations 
(prajnapti ), simple names ( ndmamdtra ). No longer are there distinctions between inner dharmas 
(adhyatmasunyata), outer dharmas (bahirdhdsunyatd) and both inner and outer dharmas 
(adhydtmabahirdhasunyatd), or between conditioned dharmas ( samskrtasunyata) and unconditioned 
dharmas (asamskrtadharmasunyata). 

Without pretending to be complete, the S. (p. 930-936) attempts to draw up the list of empty dharmas. 
Everything imagined by worldly persons (prthagjana) or by the saints (diya) appears in it: the five 
skandhas, the twelve ayatanas, the eighteen dhatus, the twelve angas of the pratltyasamutpada, the six 
paramitas, the eighteen sunyatas, the thirty-seven bodhipaksikadharmas and other dharmas supplementary 
to the Path (4 diyasatyas, 4 dhydnas, 4 apramanas, 4 arupyasamapattis, 8 vimoksas, 9 
anupurvasamapattis, 3 vimoksamukhas, 6 abhijnas, 112 samddhis, 43 dharammukhas), finally, all the 
Buddhadharmas (10 tathdgatabalas, 4 vaisaradyas, 4 pratisamvids, mahamaitri, mcihakaruna, 18 
dvenikabuddhadharmas)'. in brief, all possible and imaginable dharmas, from rupa up to the 
sarvakdrajnatd of the Buddhas. 

It is to be noted that the eighteen sunyatas appear in the list. It is that they perform no action, and each time 
the sutra adds: “It is not by means of the thing’s emptiness that this thing is empty; the thing itself is 
emptiness, the very emptiness is the thing (e.g., na rupasunyataya rupam sunyam rupam eva sunyatd 
sunyataiva rupam). 

If one examines this universal emptiness, the following deductions are reached: 

1) The samskrtas are empty of intrinsic nature ( svabhdva ), essence (prakrti ) or self-character ( svalaksana ). 
Matter is devoid of materiality and all the rest in keeping (P.. p. 128, ii; S. p. 554, 6: rupam rupena 
sunyam). Matter is devoid of the character of matter (/'., p. 137, 12; S., p. 653, 11: rupam virahitam 
rupalaksanena). The bodhisattva should consider all these dharmas as empty of essence (P., 132, 23; S., p. 
613, 5: bodhisattvenaprakrtisunyah sarvadharmahpratyaveksitavybh). 
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If the intrinsic nature of dharmas were a real self-nature, a being in itself, it would be innate ( nija ), non¬ 
artificial ( akrtrima ), independent of other (pardnapeksa ), permanent ( nitya ) and immutable 
(i aviparinamadhrman ) (Madh. kdra., XIII, 1-3; Madh, vrtti, p. 262-263). But the nature of dharmas seemed 
to be caused, manufactured, subject to conditions, permanent and changing. Thus water is cold, but if it is 
put near a pot of hot coals, it becomes hot and takes on the nature of the fire; once the embers are cold, it 
becomes cold ( Traite , p. 2112F). Therefore the intrinsic nature of dharmas is a non-nature: the intrisnic 
nature of rupa is a non-nature ( P ., p. 137, 2-3; S. p. 664, 17: abhdvo rupasya svabhdvah) and it is the same 
for all the skandhas, dhatus, ayatanas, pratltyasamutpada, up to and including the pinnacle of the truth 
( bhutakoti ) which is empty of the nature of bhutakoti (P., p. 137, 9-11). 

2) The samskrtas, empty of nature and self characteristics, are likewise devoid of general characteristics 
( samanyalaksana ), impermanence, etc., because applied to natures that are not so, these general 
characteristics are without substratum. It would be futile to try to find impermanence ( anityatd), suffering 
(i duhkhata), non-self (andtmatd), calm (santatd), emptiness ( sunyatd), absence of marks ( animitta ), 
insignificance ( apranihitata) and isolation ( viviktatd) in them. Therefore the impermanence of rupa is 
empty of the impermanence of rupa , and it is the same for all the general characteristics applied to the 
skandhas ( P ., p. 131, 5-132, 2; S., p. 568, 8-580-16: rupdnityatd anityatasvabhavena sunya, etc., etc.). 
Dharmas have but one characteristic: the absence of characteristics ( P ., p. 164, 225, 244, 258, 261, 262: 
ekalaksandyadutalakusanah; Traite, p. 1376F, 1382F, 1694F, 1703F, etc.). 

3) The samskrtas are the result of causes ( pratvtyasamutpanna ) only in apparent truth. They are dharmas 
empty of self existence and of characteristics that arise from dharmas empty of self existence and of 
characteristics (Pratityasamutpddahrdayakdrikd, no. 4, cited in Panjika, p. 355, 14; 532, 5: sunebhya eva 
sunya dlmrmdhprabhavanti dharmebhyah ). 

The early sources (Samyutta, II, p. 25; Nidanasamyukta, p. 147-149; Anguttara, I, p. 286) considered as 
‘dharma-nature of the dharmas’ the twelve-membered pratltysamutpada controlling the production and 
destruction of the samskrtas throughout the cycle of existence (samsara). This dharma-nature of the 
dharmas they called dhdtu, dhammatthitata, dhammaniydmatd, idappacayatd (Pali listing); dharmatd 
dharmasthititd, dharmaniydmatd, dharmayathdthatd, avitathatd, ananyathd, bhutakoti, satyatd, tattvd 
yathdtathatd, avipaitatd, aviparydsatathatd, idampratyayatd (Sanskrit listing), but we should not be 
impressed by the accumulation of these abstract nouns. 

Actually: “That which arises from conditions is in fact unborn; there is no real production for it. That which 
depends on conditions is declared to be empty. He who knows emptiness is not fooled.” (Madh. vrtti, p. 

239, 491, 500, 504; Panjika, p. 355: yah pratyayair jdyati sa hy ajdto, na tasya utpddu sabhdbato ‘eti; yah 
pratyayddhum sa sunya ukto, yah sunyatdm jdnati so ‘pramattah). 

A dependent production which, if one may say so, functions in emptiness, is not that. It is inefficacious in 
itself and in its twelve members ( ahga ). In fact, ignorance is empty of ignorance and so on up to old age 
and death, empty in turn of old age and death (P. , p. 129, 17-130, 2; S., p. 558, 19-559, 22: avidyd 
avidydtvena sunya... ydvajparamdrananam jdramaranatvena sunyam). And this alleged ‘dharma nature of 
dharmas’, that is called tatlmtd, dharmatd, dharmadhdtu, dharmaniyamtatd, bhutakoti, etc., is likewise 
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empty of intrinsic nature (P., p. 132, 3-8; S., 580, 17-582, 3), does not exist and is not perceived ( na vidyate 
nopalabhyate : P., p. 136, 7; S., p. 580, 17-582, 3). 

Nagarjuna also said: “Dependent production we call emptiness; it is a metaphorical designation; it is the 
Middle Way” ( Madh. kdr ., XXIV, 18: Yah pratftyasamutpddah sunyatam tdm pracaksmahe; sdprajfiaptir 
updddya pratipat saiva madhyamd. - Cf. J. May, Candraldrti, p. 237 and note 840). Homage to the 
Teacher “who has taught that the pratltyasamutpada is without destruction ( anirodha ), without production 
(. anutpdda ), without interruption ( anuccheda ), without permanence ( asdsvata ), without identity 
(i anekdrtha ), without multiplicity ( andndrtha ), without coming ( andgama ), without going ( anirgama )” 
(Madh. vrtti, p. 3, 11). Those are the “eight non’s” of Nagarjuna which the Traite cites twice (p. 326F, 
1638F); for its author, to teach the pratltyasamutpada conclusively is to reject the whole system for the 
experience only of the true nature that underlies it, namely, the absence of nature (p. 35 IF). 

Pratltyasamutpada being empty, samsara, or the succession of births and deaths due to impassioned actions, 
has never begun. By that very fact, nirvana, which marks the cessation of samsara, is acquired at any time. 
Being the interruption of a process that has never begun, nirvana is devoid of the nature of nirvana. “There 
is the emptiness of the absolute. The absolute is nirvana and this nirvana is empty of nirvana” ( P ., p. 196, 9; 
.S'., p. 1408, 20-21; Paramarthasunyata;paramartha ucyate nirvanam, tac ca nirvanena sunyam). Meeting 
in emptiness, samsara and nirvana are identical: there is not the slightest difference between samsara and 
nirvana (Madh. kdra., XXV, 19; Traite, p. 1142F: Na samsdrasya nirvdndt kimcid asti visesanam). 

4) Devoid of the characteristics of samskrta (production, duration and destruction), would not the 
samskrtadharmas actually be asamskrtas, defined precisely by the absence of these same characteristics? 
Without a doubt, but as we have just seen, the samskrtas are simple designations (prajhaptisat ) and, by 
virtue of the solidarity of opposites ( pratidvandvisddharmya ), wherever a given fact does not exist, its 
contrary does not exist either (Madh. vrtti, p. 287, 15). But the samskrtas, without production, duration and 
destruction, do not exist. Therefore their opposite, the asamskrtas, do not exist either (Madh. kdr., VII, 33; 
Traite, p. 2080F). 

5) In conclusion, conditioned or unconditioned, dharmas do not exist and are not perceived (P., p. 135, 20; 
S., p. 642: dharmd na vidyante nopalabhyante ); they are unborn and without beginning (P., p. 137, 19-138, 
1;5., p. 675, 5: ajdtd anirydtah sarvadharmdh); they are in fact pacified from the very beginning, 
unproduced and nirvanized in essence (Ratnameghasutra, cited in Madh. vrtti, p. 225, 9: ddisantd hy 
anutpannah prah'tyaiva ca nirvrtah). 

Candraklrti has summarized fully the Madhyamika attitude in regard to dharmas and, since his final word 
scandalizes some of our thinkers, it must be cited here in the original text (Madh. vrtti, p. 265, 6-8) and in 
the translation given to it by L. de La Vallee Poussin (Madhyamaka, p. 41): 

Akrtrimah svabhdvo hi nirapeksah ca iti vyavasthapayambabhuvur dcdiyd iti vijneyam. Sa caisa bhdvdndm 
anutpdddtmakah svabhdvo ‘kimcittvendbhdvamdtratvdd asvabhdva eveti kytvd bhdvasvabhdva iti vijneyam. 
- “This intrinsic nature the Teacher has defined as non-artifical, independent (or absolute). This intrinsic 
nature of things consists of their non-production; being none other than what is ( akimcittvena ), being 
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merely non-existence ( abhavamatra ), it is a non-self nature ( asvabhava ); therefore the intrisic nature of 
dharmas is not ( ndsti bhdvasvabhdvah). ” (transl. L. de La Vallee Poussin, l.c.). 

Whether one speaks of it in positive or negative terms does not change anything. The Prajnas call it non¬ 
arising ( anutpdda ), non-destruction ( anirodha ), non-defilement ( asamklesa ), non-purification 
(avyavaddna ), non-manifestation ( aprddurbhdva ), non-grasping ( anupalambha ), non-accomplishment 
(i anabhisamskara ), but also purity ( visuddhi ): cf. P.. p. 146, 19-20; S., p. 842, 12-14. 

The Traite prefers to designate it by the name of dharmata, a term which Kumarajiva usually renders by 
the characters tshou-fa-che-siang, ‘true nature of dharmas’, but this true nature has as its sole nature the 
absence of characteristics. 

As we have seen in the preceding chapters, the highest aspiration of the bodhisattvas is to accede to the 
knowledge of non-production ( anutpddajiidna ) or, according to the time-honored expression, to 
anutpattikadhannciksdnti , the conviction that dharmas do not arise, a conviction definitively acquired 
( pratilabdha ) in the eighth bhumi. By means of it and without either effort or change in the mind 
(cittdnubhoga), the bodhisattva cognizes the true nature of dharmas (cf. above, p. 1788F). 

2. Rejection of nihilism 


Opponents of realism, the Madhyamikas are also resistant to nihilism. Thus they are separated from the 
radical negativism of the Nastikas and the semi-negativism of the Theravadins and the Sarvastivadins. 

The Nastika is a heretic who denies production due to causes, falls into the pit of wrong view par 
excellence ( mithyddrsti ), the negation of the life to come, of cause and fruit, of action and retribution. He 
breaks the roots of good ( kusalamula ) that are innate in everyone and by virtue of which we are able to do 
good and avoid evil (Kosa, IV, p. 170). Thus he turns his back on nirvana and is infallibly reborn in the 
hells (cf. L. de La Vallee Poussin, Madhyamaka, p. 25; Traite, p. 1091-1092F). 

The Theravadin and, more so, the Sarvastivadin who ‘professes the existence of everything’, acknowledge 
a reality and an ephemeral causality in the samskrtadharmas, but deny to them a substantial self and 
proclaim them to be empty of ‘me’ and ‘mine’. They grasp an empty aspect in these dharmas (Kosa, VII, p. 
31). They profess a qualified nihilism, but a nihilism just the same. 

The Madhyamikas want nothing to do with it. Rejecting respectively the views of existence and non¬ 
existence, they halt any subject of preaching and make negation and affirmation both impossible. The 
predicate assumes a subject and, in the absence of a subject, it loses any meaning. This is why the 
Madhyamikas do not grasp, are unable to seize any part whatsoever of a characteristic mark ( nimitta ), 
empty or real ( Traite, p.l093F). 

In hi.? Madh. kdr., V, 8, Nagarjuna says: “The fools who see the existence ( astitva ) and the non-existence 
(ndstitva) of essences do not see the beneficial pacification of the empirical world ( drastavyopasamam 
sivam ).” And Candraklrti, in his Madh. vrtti (p. 135-136) rests this karika on a citation of the 
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Samadhirajasutra: To say “it is”, to say “it is not”, those are both extremes (anta). “Pure” ( suddhin ) and 
“impure” (, asuddhin ) are also extremes. This is why, having sidestepped the two extremes, the wise man 
keeps his place at the middle ( madhya ). “It is” and “it is not” give rise to controversy ( vivada); “pure” and 
“impure” also give rise to controversy. When there is controversy, suffering ( duhkha ) is not appeased; 
beyond controversy, suffering ceases. 

By prohibiting affirmation, negation and prevarication, the Madhyamikas establish themselves on neutral 
ground where nobody can attack them. 

3. Emptiness and the Middle Way 


Prajnapamarita is the non-grasping and the non-rejection of all dharmas (P., p. 135, 2: yah 
sarvadharmanam aparigraho ‘nutsargah sd prajhdpdramitd). In the same perspective, the sunyata that 
avoids the extremes of existence and non-existence is the rejection of all wrong views (Kasyapaparivarta, § 
65: sarvadrstikrtdndm hi sunyata nihsaranam. - Madh. kdr., XIII, 8: sunyata sarvadrstmam proktd 
nihsaranam jinaih). 

It is a tool by means of which the mind is purified, but a tool that must be used with care and rejected as 
soon as it has fulfilled its purpose, like the raft after the river has been crossed ( Traite , p. 64F), a medicine 
after the cure (ibid., p. 1227F, 2066F), a magic spell after the miracle (Madh. kdr., XXIV, 11). 

“But the comparison that the Madhyamaka prefers, inherited from the Majjhima (I, p. 134), is the 
comparison of the snake ( alagarda ) that carries miraculous gems on its crest. The gems will make the 
fortune of the person who ‘captures’ the snake poperly, but the snake fatally stings the person who 
‘captures’ it improperly” (L. de La Vallee Poussin, Madhyamaka, p. 32, summarizing the Madh. vrtti, p. 
497). 

One captures sunyata improperly and is stung by the snake when one posits an emptiness in itself. The 
emptiness which is the means of escaping from wrong views does not posit an absolute that itself would 
become the object of a wrong view, a sunyatadrsti. In a paragraph of the Kasyapaparivarta often invoked 
by other sources (cf. Traite, p. 1227-1228F), the Buddha says to his disciple: “It is not by means of 
emptiness that one makes the dharmas empty, but the dharmas themselves are empty... It is this 
consideration indeed that is called the Middle Way. Actually, those who take refuge in emptiness by 
grasping an emptiness (sunyatopamabhena), them I declare to be lost to my teaching (nastapranastd 
itopravacandt). A view of the individual (pudgaladrsti ) as high as Sumeru is better than a view of 
emptiness ( sunyatadrsti ) in the one who wrongly clings to it. Emptiness is the means of avoiding all kinds 
of wrong views; on the other hand, he who has this very emptiness as a belief, him I declare to be incurable 
(i acikitsya ).” 

The danger is so great that, in order to prevent this sickness, the Prajnaparamitasutras, apart from the 
emptinesses excluding the dharmas, distinguish an emptiness of emptiness ( sunyatdsunyatd), excluding all 
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the others. Thus, when brigands infest a country, it requires a strong man to destroy them; but when the 
latter has imposed his law, another strong man must be called upon to kill him ( Traite , p. 2066F). 

Moreover, as we have already seen, the absolute, which is called tathata, dharmadhatu. fundamental 
element, etc., is devoid of absolute self nature: ‘‘Tathata is empty of the intrinsic nature of tathata, and this 
emptiness of tathata is not tathata; apart from tathata, there is no emptiness; tathata itself is emptiness; 
emptiness itself is tathata” (P., p. 132, 4-5; S. P. 580, 18-20: Tathata tathatdsvabhdvena sunyd; yd ca 
tathatdydh sunyatd na sd tathata, na cdnyatra tathatdydh sunyatd; tathataiva sunyatd, sunyataiva tathata). 

If you look for emptiness, you will not find it anywhere. It is merged with the ‘dharma-nature’ of dharmas, 
and these exist and arise only in apparent truth. So little do they exist that in absolute truth it cannot be said 
that they are or that they are not. Do not say that if you do not find them it is because of the weakness of 
your knowledge: “It is because the dharmas do not truly exist that they are not perceived, and not because 
of weakness of knowledge... The Buddha himself acknowledged: ‘Since my first production of the mind of 
Bodhi to the moment I became Buddha, a Buddha with the ten powers, I have looked for a reality in 
dharmas without ever finding it.’ That is indeed anupalambhasunyata, or emptiness consisting of non¬ 
perception” (Traite, p. 2145-2146F). 

This kind of talk is difficult and who is able to hear it? Not, certainly, the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas. 
Only the bodhisattva skilled in skilful means (updyakusala), duly instructed by good friends ( kalydnamitra ) 
and practicing the Perfection of Wisdom will understand this talk without trembling, without shuddering, 
without shivering (nottrasyati na samtrasyati na samtrdsam dpadyate). 

Ordinary people - of all eras - will be dizzied by emptiness and will desperately seek a reality (an absolute, 
a nirvana) onto which they grab hold. And since the views of existence and non-existence are wrong, they 
will think that they find nirvana in a higher synthesis of existence and non-existence. But here the way of 
transcendence ( via eminentiae ) leads to absurdity. The Buddha stated that existence (bhdva) and non¬ 
existence ( abhdva ) should be abandoned, but nirvana, deliverance (moksa), should be kept. If nirvana were 
both existence and non-existence, it should be both abandoned and kept; as nirvana, it would be real, not 
produced by causes and non-conditioned, but as the synthesis of existence and non-existence, it would be 
unreal, produced by causes and conditioned (Madh. kar., XXV, 10-13). Thus worldly people, not utilizing 
emptiness at all, the sole tool that would appease their minds, turn their backs on the Middle Way and are 
engulfed in stupidity (moha). 

The only efficacious absolute, which is not perceived (does not exist), is the emptiness of all dharmas. 

In his Panjika (p. 427, 2-9) on the Bodhicaryavatara, Prajnakaramati writes: 

Sai'va eva bhdva dropitam andropitam ceti rupadvayam udvahanti / tatra tad avidydpravdhitam dropitam 
rupam tat sarvajanasadharanam iti na tadupalabdheh samklesaprahdnam upapadyate / anyathd sai~ve 
bdlajands tathdgatdh syur iti pracmaprasahgah / ity andropitam eva tattvam 
aim[pa]lambhayoge[nd]dhigamyamdnam ajndnasravaksaydya sdmarthyavad upalabhyate / tac ca 
prajnayd vivecyamdnam sarvadharmanupalambhalaksanam avasitam iti satvadharmasunyataiva 
sarvdvaranavibhramaprahdndya patiyasfty avagamyate // 
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Translation. - All things (bhdva) have two natures ( rupa ): one (erroneously attributed) superimposed 
nature and one non-superimposed nature. The superimposed nature, carried by ignorance, is (a mistake) 
common to all humanity; and it is not by perceiving this nature that the destruction of the defdements is 
made possible. In the opposite case, the obvious result would be that all fools are tathagatas. Thus only the 
non-superimposed absolute (tattva), attained by a method of non-perception, would seem to be capable of 
destroying the impurities of non-knowledge. And this absolute, discerned by wisdom, leads to the non¬ 
perception of any dharma: it is, purely and simply, the emptiness of all dharmas, and it is clear that it is 
perfectly capable of destroying all obstacles and mental problems. 

- Now we must see how it is accessed. 

4. Progression to silence 


As we have seen above (p. 1796F), the career of the bodhisattva essentially involves four stages ( avasthd) 
distributed over two levels ( bhumi ), but it is already at the fourth stage and the eighth bhumi when the 
bodhisattva has attained anutpattikadharmaksdnti that he accedes to the silence which is the philosophy of 
the sages (drydndm tusnimbhava). Without going into these systematizations, the present note will attempt 
to show how the bodhisattva (or the Mahayanist) arrives at the desired goal by textual studies, negation of 
the apparently real and spontaneous elimination of this negation. 


1. STUDY OF THE TEXTS. - 

In order to enter into the great concentrations ( samadhi ) on emptiness, it is necessary to pass through the 
lesser ‘gate of means’ ( updyamukha ): to leam, recite, memorize, study and apply the Prajndpdramitdsutras 
(Traite , p. 2047F). Study of this voluminaous literature is the condition for success. 401 And besides, the 
other Mahayanasutras invariably end with the same demand and promise their readers invaluable spiritual 
and material benefits. 


2. NEGATION OF THE APPARENTLY REAL. - 

It must be understood that things ( dharma ) as they appear to the deluded minds of worldly people 
(prthagjana ) and to the saints ( diya ) exist only in relative provisional truth (samvrtisatya) and that, in real 
truth ( paramdrthasatya ), they are: i) impermanent ( anitya ), ii ) empty of‘me’ and ‘mine’ ( sunya dtmand 


401 This voluminous literature is now within the reach of everyone thanks to the all-consuming activity of E. Conze 
over the last 35 years. The medium, great and small Prajnas have now been spread across the world by the editions, 
translations, glossaries and analyses he has devoted to them, without being disheartened by the texts which are made 
tiresome by the long lists and the endless repetitions.. 
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catmiyena ca), iii) empty of existence itself and of real characteristics and, consequently, without 
production ( utpdda ) or destruction ( nirodha ). 

The starting point of this radical criticism is the observation of the impermanence of all phenomena. The 
canonical sutras repeat incessantly that what is impermanent is not a self and does not belomg tp a self. 

And as the Traite will comment (p. 2138F), the emptiness of dharmas is the logical outcome of the teaching 
of non-self. In the same way, the sick baby is cured when the mother takes a remedy, for the baby forms a 
continuous series with her. 

Like the pudgalasunyata, the dharmasunyata affects all dharmas without exception; it encompasses all the 
dharmas of the path of nirvana, loved and practiced by the saints (diya). Seen from this angle, the four 
noble truths preached in the sermon of Brenares take on a new coloration. 

The Buddha revealed suffering (, duhkha ), its origin ( samudaya ), its cessation ( nirodha ) and the path 
(mdrga) of its cessation. He said: 

a. Sarvam duhldiam. Everything, namely, the skandhas, ayatanas and dhatus are suffering, and this 
suffering should be known completely. 

b. Diihkhasamudayas trsna. The origin of the suffering is desire. According to the immutable process of 
pratltyasamutpada, birth (janmari) is conditioned by action ( karman ), and action itself is conditioned by 
passion ( klesa ). The desire which is the origin of this suffering must be abandoned (prahdtavya ). 

c. Duhkhanirodho nirvanam. The cessation of the suffering marking the stopping of pratltyasamutpada is 
nirvana. This cessation must be realized ( sdksdtkartavya ). 

d. Duhkhanirodhagdmim pratipan margah. The path that leads to the cessation of suffering is the path of 
nirvana, and this path must be cultivated ( bhdvayitavya ). 


There is nothing to be changed in this formula, good in meaning as well as in letter; as the emperor Asoka 
said: “Everything that the Buddha Bhagavat said is well said.” 

Nevertheless, influenced by the teaching of non-self, the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas have modified the 
formula and, as expressed by the tongue of Buddhaghosa (Visuddhimagga, p. 436), they interpreted it in 
the following way: 

a. Dukkham eva hi, na koci dukkhito. Yes, there is suffering, but nothing has been made to be painful. 

b. Kdrako na, kiriyd va vijjati. There is no agent, but activity exists. In other words, conditioned origination 
exists, but in the absence of any personal agent. 

c. Atthi nibutti, na nibutto puma. There is extinction, but nobody is extinct. Nirvana exists, but the 
nirvanized one does not exist. 

d. Maggam atthi, gamako na vijjati. There is a Path, but nobody to travel on it. 
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Finally, impressed by the twofold emptiness of beings and things, the bodhisattvas embarked on the 
Mahayana give their interpretation in turn (Dhyayitasamustisutra, cited in Mad. vrtti, p. 517, 13-15): 

a. Yenanutpannah sarvadharma drstas tena duhklmm parijhatam. He who sees that no dharma is produced 
knows suffering completely. 

b. Yenasamutthitah sarvadharma drstas tasya samudayah prahmah. He who sees that no dharma arises, for 
him the origin is destroyed. 

c. Yenatyantaparinirvrtah sarvadharmadrstas tena nirodhah sdksdtkrtah. He who has seen that all dharmas 
without exception are parinirvanized has realized cessation. 

d. Yenatyantasunyah sarvadharma drstas tena margo bhdvitah. He who sees that all dharmas are 
completely empty has cultivated the Path. 

In other words, samsara, or the world of suffering, has never existed (truth of suffering); the 
pratltyasamutpada supposed to control its production and its destruction has never functioned (truth of the 
origin); nirvana marking the end of suffering has always been acquired (truth of cessation) without the path 
leading to it having been traveled (truth of the path). 

Therefore, of the three seals of the Dharma imprinted on the Buddhadharma - sarvasamskara anitydh, 
sarvadharma andtmanah, sdntam nirvanam (references in Traite, p. 1369F) - only the Sdntam nirvanam is 
valid, but the latter leads to a pure and simple absence of natures: “Thus, although it is said in the 
Mahayana that dharmas are not bom, do not perish and have but one single nature, namely the absence of 
nature ( ekalaksand yadutalaksandh), this absence of nature is precisely sdntam nirvanam. It is the object of 
the concentration recollecting the Dharma ( dharmdnusmrtisamddhi ), the object of the knowledge 
(jhdndlambana ) that exhausts all the qualities of the bodhisattvas and pratyekabuddhas” ( Traite , p. 1382F). 


3. SPONTANEOUS ELIMINATION OF NEGATION. - 

If the Madhyamika were limited to destroying the idea of existence by the idea of non-existence, it would 
not be different from the fatal nihilism. But the idea of non-existence is not posed in opposition to the idea 
of existence and, when the latter has disappeared, the idea of non-existence, not being applied to anything, 
would disappear by itself without any need to combat it. All the Madhyamika scholars agree on this 
reasoning. 

In his Madh. kdr., XVIII, 7 (cited by the Traite, p. 45F and 323F), Nagarjuna says: 

Nivrttam abhidhdtavyam nivrtte cittagocare / 
anutpannaniruddha hi nirvanam iva dharmata // 

Translation. - When the object of the mind has been destroyed, all preaching is put to an end. Actually, the 
nature of things is unborn, non-destroyed, like nirvana. 

Another stanza, but with a different import, is cited by the Traite, p. 161 OF: “Eliminate the views of 
existence and of non-existence and the mind itself will be inwardly extinguished.” 
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Candrakliti expanded at length on this topic (cf. L.de La Vallee Poussin, Madhyamaka, p. 53-54), but as 
has already been noted (p. 1229F), the final word is left incontestably to that of Santideva in his 
Bodhicaryavatara, IX, § 33-35: 


Sunyatavasanadhanad dhfyate bhdvavOand / 
kimcin ndstfti cdbhydsdt sdpi pascdt prahfyate // 

Yadd na labhyate bhdvo yo ndstfti prakalpyate / 
tadd nirasrayo ‘bhavah katlmm tisthen mateh purah // 

Yadd na bhdvo ndbhdvo mateh samtisthate purah / 
taddnyagatyabhdvena nirdlambdprasamyati // 

Transl. L. de La Vallee Poussin. - When one assumes the idea of the void, when one is impregnated by it, 
the idea of existence disappears; and later, by the habit of this thought that “nothing exists”, the idea of the 
void itself is eliminated. 

Actually, when one no longer perceives [as a result of the elimination of the idea of existence] an existence 
that one is able to deny, how then would non-existence, already deprived of support, present itself to the 
mind? 

And when neither existence nor non-existence present themselves to the mind, then, not having any more 
material [to affirm or deny], the two modes of action, the mind is pacified. 


Thus this reality ( tattva ) imagined by worldly people ( prthagjana ), seen by the saints (arya) and which the 
Buddha himself, out of pity for beings and not wanting to alarm them, sometimes pretended to accept (see, 
e.g., Udana, p. 80-81; Itivuttaka, p. 37-38), vanishes into smoke. By having repudiated it and by using 
sunyata, the Mahayanist inevitably ends up by no longer conceiving of it and still less talking about it. 

There is nothing to say about it, for that which is not an object of mind cannot be spoken of. 

The wise see reality by not seeing it ( adarsanayogena ) and, not seeing it, they say nothing. This 
philosophical silence observed so completely by Vimalaklrti (cf. Vimalakfrtinirdesa, French transl., p. 317- 
318) is the prerogative of the omniscient buddhas as well as the great bodhisattvas who, starting from the 
eighth bhumi, have acceded to the full complete conviction that dharmas do not arise ( anutpattikadharma- 
ksdntipratilabdha); rather than the most eloquent discourses, silence is ‘buddha activity’ and converts 
beings (ibid., p. 342F). Evidently, this is true only in apparent truth, open to all the fantasies; in absolute 
truth, nothing comes and nothing has gone. Candrakrrti opportunely recalls it in his Madh. avatdra, p. Ill, 
by citing an extract of the Aryasathadvayavatara: “O devaputra, the paramarthasatya cannot be taught. 
Why? He who teaches it, what is taught, and the person to whom it is taught, all these things do not truly 
arise (panndrthato na prabhavanti). Non-arisen things cannot be taught by non-arisen things, etc.” ( Lhahi 
bu don dam pahi bden pa ni bstan par mi nusa so // de cihi phyir €e na /gah gi ston pa dan ci ston pa dan / 
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gan la ston pahi chos de dag thams cad ni don dam par rab tu ma skyes paho// rab tu ma skyes pahi chos 
mams bsadpar mi mis rgya chergsuns pa f). 

In his Madh, vrtti, p. 537-538, Candrakrrti uses the same reasoning in regard to nirvana. It could have been 
taught if some dharma existed as existence in itself ( yadi kascid dharmo ndma svabhavarupatah syat), if 
there were some beings to hear it (yadi kecit sttvds tasya dharmasya srotdrah syuh) and if there were some 
Buddha to teach it ( kascid vd desitd Buddhah syat). As this is not the case, nirvana leads to the non¬ 
functioning of speech and mind (vacant cittasyapravrttih ); and the absence of the object of cognition 
(jneya) and of the cognition itself (jnana) is bliss (siva). 

Philosophical wisdom is not a simple silence; it is closely joined to the abstention of practice, and the 
Mahayana is easily defined as the cutting off of all speech and all practice (cf. Vimlamaklrti, transl. p. 358, 
n. 5: sarvavddacaiyoccheda). It is true that a good part of the career of the bodhisattva is dedicated to the 
practice of the six paramitas and nobody will think of blaming them. Nevertheless, if the bad practices are 
reprehensible, the good ones are hardly any better, for in the long run they appear to be fatal. But if they are 
empoisoned at all, foods, disgusting or appetizing, are to be avoided. And so the Buddha described 
abstention from practices as the noble practice (dryacaiya ), for it is the most in accord with the true nature 
of dharmas ( Traite , p. 111F-1113F). 

‘Non-speaking’ and ‘non-acting’, when all is said and done, rests on pacification of the mind. 


4. MENTAL PEACE AND BLISS. - 

If any concept has played a major role in Buddhism, it is indeed that of the mind ( citta ), the mind ( manas ) 
or consciousness ( yijnana ), a temporary phenomenon among all but one of prodigious dynamism. 

The canonical sutras and the early scholasticism have the vijnana as the fifth skandha and the last six 
dhatus. The mind (citta) is a samskrta, a conditioned dharma, since it too arises in dependence on dharmas 
as object and on the manas as organ (5. II, p. 72; IV, p. 87: Manan capaticca dhamme ca upajjati 
manovinnanam). It is fleeting since, in the time of a finger-snap (acchatdmdtrena) there are sixty moments 
(ksana) and, in each of these moments, the mind is born and perishes. Worldly people think it is eternal, but 
that is a fatal mistake (vipaiydsa) that must be overcome by fixing the attention (smrtyupasthana) on the 
mind (Traite, p. 1162-1167F). 

Nevertheless, and according to the same texts, the mind has immense power, for it is that which controls 
the destinies of beings. Samsara is due to actions (karman) thought about and voluntary. Action is thinking 
(cetanb,), for it is by ‘thinking’ that one acts by body, speech and mind; action ripens as feelings in the five 
destinies, in the course of the present existence, in the future existence or even later (A. Ill, p. 415). The 
fortunate or unfortunate lifetimes that accumulate in the course of the long night of samsara are the fruits of 
ripening (vipdkaphala) of thoughts of actions, good or bad. The result is that “the world is led by the mind, 
is controlled by the mind: everything obeys this one dharma, the mind” (5.1, p. 39: Cittena nryati loko 
cittena parikissati, cittassa ekadhammassa sabbeva vasam anvagu). Nirvana, the asamskrta situated 
opposite to samsara, is in no way a fruit of ripening, but presupposes the neutralization of actions and the 
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pacification of the mind by means of destruction of lust (raga), hatred ( dvesa ) and delusion ( moha ); rather, 
it is this destruction (S. IV, p. 251: Rdgakkhayo dosakkhayo mohakkhayo idam vuccati nibbanam ). 

All of that is well and good, replies the Madhyamika, but it holds only in relative truth and, furthermore, 
you are searching for midday at 2 in the afternoon. When you devote yourself daily to the smrtyupasthanas, 
you acknowledge that the mind is a samskrtadharma due to causes and conditions, that it is impermanent 
and, as such, far from being a self in itself, eternal and immutable, is empty of ‘me’ and ‘mine’. For my 
part, I would have you note that a dharma empty of ‘me’ and ‘mine’ is devoid of intrinsic nature and of 
dharma characteristics and that, in real truth, it is without birth or destruction. The mind does not escape 
this verdict. The Prajnaparamitasutras (P., p. 121, 12-122, 12; S., p. 495, 3-21) do indeed speak of a 
luminosity of the mind ( cittasya prabhasvarata), but they tell us immediately that it is a ‘non-mind mind’ 
(cittam acittam) and that, in this absence of mind ( acittatd ), the existence or non-existence of the mind does 
not occur, is not perceived ( astitd vd na vidyate nopalabhyate). When we as Mahayanists practice the 
cittasmrtyupasthana, we will discover that the mind is only the fruit of mistakes ( vipaiydsa ) and errors 
(bhrdnti ), and we will subscribe to this passage of the Traite (p. 1192F) that says: “The mind is empty 
(.sunya ), without self ( andtman ), without ‘mine’ ( andtmiya ), impermanent ( anitya ) and non-existent 
(asat ).. .To know that the nature of the mind is without birth is to enter into the dharmas that do not arise. 
Why? Because this mind is without birth, without intrinsic nature and without characteristics. The wise 
person can know it, and, although he considers the characteristics of arising ( utpdda ) and destruction 
(nirodha) of this mind, he finds in it no real arising and no destruction. Not distinguishing in it any 
defilement (samklesa) or purification (v yavaddna), he discovers this luminosity of the mind ( cittasya 
prabhasvarata), a luminosity by virtue of which the mind is not defiled by the adventitious passions (na 
khalv dgantnkair upaklesair upaklisyate).” 

You sravakas have long before us practiced the samjndvedayitanirodhasamdpatti, the absorption of the 
cessation of concept and feeling, a cessation that you realize bodily; you yourselves have dived into the 
sunyatdnimittapranihitasamddhi (cf. above, p. 1213F-1215F) and have thus crossed over what you 
yourselves call the doors of deliverance ( vimoksamukha ) or nirvana. We meet each other on this point, with 
the difference that the result to which you lean we ourselves consider as having been acquired from the 
very beginning. For us, nirvana resides in the pacification of the mind ( cittasopasama ) or, to express it 
more bluntly, in the fact that the mind does not think (acittatd). What is true for the mind is valid also for 
all dharmas: “The true nature of dharmas is the absence of nature”. Thus rid of this absolute, which is not 
so, we keep ourselves, sick as we are, from hypostatizing anew. But perhaps we are incurable ( acikitsya ). 

We can only conclude this lengthy explanation by citing a passage from Candraklrti (Vrtti, p. 351, 4-11) in 
which L. de La Vallee Poussin (Madhyamaka, p. 53) has aroused interest and has translated as a summary: 

Evam yogino ‘pi sunyatddarsandvasthd niravasesaskandhadhdtvdyatandni svarupato nopalabhante / na 
cdnupalabhamdnd vastusvarupam tadvisayam prapancam avatdrayanti / na cdnavatdrya tadvosayam 
prapancam vikalpam avatdrayanti / na cdnavatdrya vikalpam aham mamety abhinivesdt 
satkdyadrstimulakam klesaganam utpddayanti / na cdnutpddya satkayadrstyddikam klesaganam karmdni 
kurvanti / na cakurvanah jdtijardmarandkhyam samsaram annbhavanti // tad 

asesaprapancosamasivalaksandm sunyatam dgamya yasmdd asesakalpandjblaprapancavigamo bhavati / 
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prapancavigamac ca vikalpanivrttih / vikalpanivrttya casesakarmaklesanivrttih / karmaklesanivrttya ca 
janmanivrttih / tasmdc sunyataiva sarvaprapancanivrttilaksanatvdn nirvanam ity ucyate / 

Transl. - Thus, established in the vision of emptiness, the yogins no longer perceive the skandhas, dhatus 
and ayatanas as being things. Not perceiving them as things, they do not fall into futile proliferation about 
them. Not falling into futile proliferation about them, they do not fall into thought-constructions [fantasies]. 
Not falling into thought-constructions, they do not produce this jumble of passions having as root the belief 
in the individual resulting from a [blind] attachment to ‘me’ and ‘mine’. Not producing this jumble of 
passions beginning with the belief in the individual, they no longer perform actions. No longer performing 
actions, they do not experience the transmigrations called ‘birth, old age and death’. Thus, when they have 
reached emptiness the beneficial nature of which is the pacification of all futile chatter, there is for them the 
total disappearance of the string of thought-constructions or (and) futile proliferation; by the disappearance 
of futile proliferation, the abolition of thought-constructions, by the abolition of thought-construction, the 
abolition of all actions and passions; by the abolition of actions and passions, abolition of birth; thus 
emptiness itself, having as characteristic the abolition of all futile chatter, is called nirvana. 

Because it abolishes all prapanca - hi louen in Chinese, spros pa in Tibetan - emptiness is nirvana. It is 
indeed this Middle Way which the Buddha taught to his disciples in the Sermon of Benares: “This Middle 
Way discovered by the Tathagata, a path that opens one’s eyes, produces knowledge and leads to 
pacification, to enlightenment, to nirvana” (Vin. I, p.10; Catusparisad, p. 140: Majjhimapatipadd 
tathdgatena abhisambuddha cakkhukaram ndnakaram upasamdya abhumdya sambodhdya nibbdndya 
samvattati). Of weak faculties, the sravakas believed that this Middle Way was still to be traveled; the 
bodhisattvas, deeply penetrating the profound meaning of the Buddha, know that it is already traveled, that 
nirvana is acquired by all, forever, because there has never been a samsara. Nirvana is none other than the 
pacification of the mind in the seeing of emptiness. When this vision itself has vanished, pacification is 
complete. 


IV. THE EMPTINESSES IN THE GREAT PRAJNAPARAMITASUTRAS 


Dharmas do not truly exist (na vastutsat, na dravysat)', they are but names ( ndmamdtra ) or designations 
(prajnapti ). They are without self ( andtman ), without ‘mine’ ( andtmiya ), without self nature 
(nihsvabhdva ), without mark ( animitta ), without arising ( anutpdda ) and without cessation ( anirodha ). As 
thought-constructions, they are infinite in number, but the definitions given to them are just wrong views 
(mithyadrsti). Emptiness, the outlet for all wrong views (sarvadrstmam nihsaranam), is the means ( updya ) 
to destroy them, but it has no reality either: it is, if you like, a predicate, but a predicate that does not apply 
to anything, an attribute without a subject. 

There are as many emptinesses as there are dharmas to be destroyed. To speak of the emptiness of all 
dharmas ( sarvadharmasunyata) is too general an assertion and is not too convincing; to enumerate all the 
emptinesses would be impossible and frightening to the mind: therefore a choice must be made. Borrowing 
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a middle way here again, the great Wisdom Sutras - Astadasa-, Pancavimsati- and Satasahasrika - set their 
hearts on the eighteen emptinesses to which they dedicate an entire section, but without ever subjecting 
themselves to listing them fully in any connection whatsoever. According to the subject to be treated, they 
present partial lists of two, seven, fourteen or sixteen emptinesses. Here I [Lamotte] will limit myself to 
mentioning briefly some partial lists and later will study the list of eighteen emptinesses in more detail. 

1. Some partial lists 


1. Lists of two emptinesses 

The twofold emptiness of beings ( sattva ) and of things ( dharma ), the showpiece of the Mahayana, is the 
one most frequently mentioned. 

Sometimes presented together: 1. anavardgra-s., 2. atyanta-s. 

Sources : Astadasa, II, p. 35, 23; T 220, VII, k. 530, p. 720bl3-14. - Pancavimsati, T 221, k. 18, p. 125cl3- 
14; T 223, k. 24, p. 392M9-20; T 220, VII, k. 468, p. 369cl0. 


2. List of seven emptinesses 

1. prakrti-s. 

2. svalaksana-s. 

3. saiwadharma-s. 


4. anupalambha-s. 

5. abhdva-s. 

6. svabhdva-s. 


7. abhava-s. 


Sources: Pancavimsati, T 222, k. 1, p. 153b21; k. 8, p. 199b25; T 223, k. 1, p. 222c29 (complete list); T 
220, VII, k. 480, p. 435bl6. - Sata, p. 138, 1-3. 


3. List of fourteen emptinesses 



1. adhydtma-s. 

6. paramartha-s. 

11. anavakdra-s. 

2. bahirdd-s. 

7. samskrta-s. 

12. prakrti-s. 

3. adydtmabahirdhd-s. 

8. samskrta-s. 

13. laksana-s. 

4. mahd-s. 

9. atyanta-s. 

14. sarvadharma-s. 

5. sunyatd-s. 

10. anavardgra-s. 



Sources'. Astadasa, I, p. 132, 14; T 220, VII, k. 523, p. 682b6-16. - Pancavimsati, T 221, k. 15, 
108b9-14; T 223, k. 20, p. 367b24-27; k. 25, p. 403c25; T 220, VII, k. 459, p. 320b21-cl. 


P- 


1670 



7. samskrta-s. 


13. laksana-s. 


4. List of sixteen emptinesses 
1. adhydtma-s. 


2. bahirdha-s. 

8. asamskta-s. 

14. sarvadharma-s. 

3. adhydtmabahirdhd-s 

9. atyanta-s. 

15. abhdva-s. 

4. mahd-s. 

10. anavaraga-s. 

16. abhdvasvabhdva-s. 

5. sunyatd-s. 

11. anavakdra-s. 


6. paramartha-s. 

12. prah-ti-s. 



Sources: Astadasa, T 220, VII, k. 510, p. 604al7; k. 512, p. 616a23. - Madhyantavibhagabhasya., 
ed. Nagao, p. 24, 15-21 (complete listing); MadhyantavibhagatTka, ed. Yamaguchi, p. 52 seq.. This list is 
perhaps the prototype of the following in which it is often incorporated, but without being confused with it. 

2. Related lists of eighteen and four emptinesses 


Like the other great Wisdom Sutras, the Pancavimsatisahasrika proposes a developed list of eighteen 
sunyatas, followed by a condensed list of four sunyatas. 

To bring a measure of order to such a tangled subject, I [Lamotte] will give a few lexicographical 
indications, establish a synopsis of the Sanskrit and the Tibetan text, present a translation and finally give a 
comparative table of the various versions. 


A. Lexicographical indications 

These are taken from the original Sanskrit text, the Tibetan version and the Chinese translations made by 
Dh (Dharmaraksa: T 222); Mo (Moksala: T 221); Ku (Kumarajlva: T 223) and Ht (Hiuan-tsang: T 220, 
VII). 

1. Emptiness of internal [dharmas]: adhydtmasunyatd, nan ston pa did, nei k’ong. 

2. Emptiness of external [dharmas]: bahirdhdsunyatd, phyi ston pa did, wai k’ong. 

3. Emptiness of internal-external [dharmas]: adhydtmabahirdhdsunyatd, phyi nan ston pa did, nei wai 
k ’ong. 

4. Emptiness of emptinesses: sunyatdsunyatd, stonpa did ston pa did, k’ong k’ong. 

5. Great emptiness: mahdsunyatd, chen po ston pa did, ta k’ong. 

6. Emptiness of the absolute: paramarthasunyata, don dam pa ston pa did, tchen miao k’ong (Dh), tsouei 
k’ong (Mo), Ti yi yi k’ong (Ku), cheng yi k’ong (Ht). 

7. Emptimes of the conditioned: samskrtasunyatd, hdus byas ston pa did, yeou wei k’ong. 
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8. Emptiness of the unconditioned: asamskrtasunyata, hdus ma byas ston pa bid, wou xvie k’ong. 

9. Absolute emptiness: atyantasunyata, mthah las hdas pa ston pa bid, kieou king k’ong (Dh), tche king 
k’ong (Mo), pi king k’ong (Ku, Ht). 

10. Emptiness [ofdharmas] without end or beginning: anavardgrasunyatd, thogma dab tha ma medpa 
ston pa bid, wou tsi k’ong (Ht). 

Variant - Emptiness [of dharmas] without beginning: anagrasunyatd, wou che k’ong (Ku). 

11. Emptiness of non-dispersed [dharmas/: anavakarasunyata, dor ba med pa ston pa bid. 

Variants - 1) Emptiness of dispersed [dharmas] ( avakdrasunyatd ): san k’ong (Ku). - 2) Emptiness of 
dispersed and non-dispersed dharmas (avakdrdnavakdrasunyat a): san wou san k’ong, sometimes 
subdivided into sa k’ong and woupien yi k’ong (Ht). 

12. Emptiness of essences: prakrtisunyatd, ran b€in ston pa bid, pen tsing k’ong (Dh), sing k’ong (Mo, 

Ku) , pen sing k ’ong (Ht). 

13. Emptiness of all dharmas: sarvadharmasunyata, chos thams cad ston pa bid, yi ts ’ie fa k’ong or tchou 
fa k ’ong. 

14. Emptiness of specific characteristics: svalaksanasunyatd, ran gi mtshan bid ston pa bid, tseu jan siang 
k’ong (Dh), tseu sinag k ’ong (Mo, Ku). 

Variants - Emptiness of specific and general characteristics ( svasdmdnyalaksanasunyatd ): tseu kong k’ong, 
sometimes subdivided into tseu siang k’ong and tseu kong siang k’ong (Ht). 

15. Emptiness consisting of non-perception: anupalambhasunyatd, mi dmigs pa ston pa bid, pouk’o to 
k ’ong. 

16. Emptiness of non-existence ( abhdvasunyatd, dbos po med pa ston pa bid, wou so weou k’ong (Dh), 
wou k’ong (Mo), wou fa k’ong (Ku), wou sing k’ong (Ht). 

17. Emptiness of existence: sv abhdvasunyatd, bo bo bid ston pa bid, tseu jan k’ong (Dh), yeou k’ong (Mo), 
yeou fa k’ong (Ku), tseu sing k’ong (Ht). 

18. Emptiness of non-existence and of existence: abhdvasvabhdvasunyata, dbos po medpahi bo bo bid ston 
pa bid, wou so yeou tseu jan k’ong (Dh), wou fa yeou fa k’ong (Ku), wou sing tseu sing k’ong (Ht). 

la. Existence is empty of existence: bhdvo bhdvena sunyah, dbos po ni dbos pos ston bo, fa fa siang k’ong 
(Ku), yeou sing yeou yeou sing k’ong (Ht). 

2a. Non-existence is empty of non-existence: abhdvo ‘bhdvena sunyah, dbos po med pa ni dbos po med pas 
ston bo, wou fa wou fa siang k’ong (Ku), wou sing yeou wou sing k’ong (Ht). 

3a. Existence in itself is empty of existence in itself: svahavah svabhdvena sunyah, ran b€in ni ran b€in 
gyis ston bo, tseu fa tseu fa k’ong (Ku), tseu sing yeou tseu sing k’ong (Ht). 
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4a. Other existence is empty of other existence: parabhavah parabhavena sunyah, g€an gyi dnos po ni 
gsan gyi dnospos stoh no, t’afat’afa siang k'ong (Ku), t’a singyeou t’a sing k'ong (Ht). 

The order adopted here is not always respected and it may be that some emptinesses are omitted and others 
adopted. The oldest Chinese translations, those of Dharmaraksa and Moksala, are still tentative and lack 
consequence in the choice of equivalences. 


B. Tibetan-Sanskrit synopsis 

The section of the Pancavimsati dedicated to the emptinesses gives two lists: one developed list of eighteen 
emptinesses and one condensed list of only four. The section consists of four parts: 

a. the wording of the eighteen emptinesses of the developed list, 

b. the definition of the first sixteen emptinesses on the list, 

c. the wording of the four emptinesses of the condensed list, 

d. the definition of the four emptinesses. 

To state eighteen emptinesses and to define only sixteen is an inconsistency which some Chinese 
translations, particularly those of Kumarajiva and Hiuan-tsang, have tried to remedy (see table below, p. 

204IF). The Sanskrit editions at our disposal are not very satisfactory and so I [Lamotte] present here a 
synopsis of the Tibetan version (Tib. Trip., no, 731, vol. 18, p. 130, fol. 224bl-227al) and of a Sanskrit text 
restored according to the Tibetan version with the aid of the editions of the Pancavimsati by N. Dutt (p. 

195, 10-198, 10) and the Satasahasrika by P. Ghosa, p. 1407, 4-1412, 6. 


а. Wording of the eighteen emptinesses 
rab hbyor g€an nyah clmb sems 

dpah sems dpah chen pohl thegpa chen 
po ni / hdi Ita ste / 

!. nan stoh pa hid dan/ 

2. phyi stoh pa hid dan / 

3. phyi nahstoh pa hid dan / 

4. stoh pa hid stohpahid dan/ 

5. chen po sto a pa hid dan / 

б. don dam pa stoh pa hid dan / 

7. hdns byas stoh pa hid dan / 

8. hdus ma byas stoh pa hid dan / 


punar aparam subhute bodhisattvasya 
mahdsattvasya mahdydnam. yad uta 

1. adhydtmasunyatd, 

2. bahirdhdsunyatd, 

3. adhydtmabahirdhdsunyatd, 

4. sunyatdsunyatd, 

5. mahdsunyatd, 

6. paramdrthasunyatd, 

7. samskrtasunyata, 

8. asamskrtasunayata. 
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9. mathh las hdas pa ston pa did dan / 

9. atyantasunyata, 

10. thog ma dan tha ma medpa sto a pa 

10. atyantasunyata, 

did dad / 


11. dor ba med pa ston pa did dad / 

11. anavakdrasunyatd, 

12. rad b€in ston pa did dad 

12. prakrtisuntad, 

13. chos thams cad ston pa did dad 

13. sarvadharmasunyata. 

14. rad gi mtshan did ston pa did dad / 

14. svalaksanasunyata. 

15. mi dmigs pa ston pa did dad / 

15. anupalambhasunyatd, 

16. dnos pa med pa ston pa did dad / 

16. abhdvasunyatd, 

17. do bo did ston pa did dad / 

17. svabhavasunyata, 

18. dnos pa medpahl do bo did ston 

18. abhdvasvabhavasunyata. 

pa did de / 


b. Definition of the first sixteen emptinesses 


(pp. 2031-2034F) 

1. de la nan ston pa did gad...ston pa did do / 

1. tatra katamadhyatmasunyata... .ucyate ‘dhydtma 


sunyatd. 

2. de la phyi ston pa did gad ze na... 

2. tatra katamd bahirdhdsunyatd....iyam ucyate 


bahirdhdsunyatd. 

etc. 

etc. 

c. Wording of the four emptinesses 


/ rab hbyor g€an yad 

punar aparam subhute 

1. dnos pa ni sdos pos ston no / 

1. bhdvo bhdvena sunyah, 

2. / dnos po med pa ni dnos po med 

2. abhdvo ‘bhdvena sunyah, pas ston no / 

3. / rad b€in ni ran b€in gyis ston do / 

3. svabhdvah svabhdvena sunyah, 

4. /g€an gyi dnos po ni g€an gyi 

4. parabhdvah parabhdvena sunyah. 


dnos pos ston do / 
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d. Definition of the four emptinesses 
(p. 2036F, Tibetan and Sanskrit) 

C. Translation from the French 

a. Wording of the eighteen emptinesses 

Furthermore, O Subhuti, the Great Vehicle of the bodhisattva-mahasattva is: 

1. the emptiness of internal dharmas, 

2. the emptiness of external dharmas, 

3. the emptiness of external and internal dharmas, 

4. the emptiness of emptiness, 

5. great emptiness, 

6. the emptiness of the absolute, 

7. the emptiness of the conditioned, 

8. the emptiness of the unconditioned, 

9. absolute emptiness, 

10. the emptiness of dharmas without end or beginning, 

11. the emptiness of non-dispersion, 

12. the emptiness of essence, 

13. the emptiness of all dharmas, 

14. the emotiness of specific characteristics, 

15. the emptiness of non-perception, 

16. the emptiness of non-existence, 

17. the emptiness of existence, 

18. the emptiness of non-existence and of existence. 

b. Definition of the first sixteen emptinesses 

1. What is the emptiness of internal dharmas ? Internal dharmas are the eye, ear, nose, tongue, body and 
mind. Now the eye is empty of eye because it is neither eternal nor transitory. Why? Because such is its 
essence. The ear, nose, tongue, body and mind are empty of ear, nose, tongue, body and mind respectively 
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because they are neither eternal nor transitory. Why? Because such is their essence. That is called: 
emptiness of internal dharmas. 

2. What is the emptiness of external dharmas ? External dharmas are color, sound, smell, taste, tangible and 
dharmas. And yet color is empty of color because it is neither eternal nor transitory. Why? Because such is 
its essence. Likewise, sound, smell, taste, tangible and dharma. Why? Because such is its essence. That is 
called: emptiness of external dharmas. 

3. What is the emptiness of internal and external dharmas ? The six inner bases and the six outer bases of 
consciousness are called internal and external dharmas. And yet the internal dharmas are empty of external 
dharmas because they are neither eternal nor transitory. Why? Because such is their essence. The external 
dharmas are empty of internal dharmas. Why? Because such is their essence. That is called: emptiness of 
internal and external dharmas. 

4. What is the emptiness of emptiness ? This emptiness of dharmas is empty of emptiness [itself] because it 
is neither eternal nor transitory. Why? Because such is its essence. That is called: emptiness of emptiness. 

5. What is great emptiness ? The region of the east is empty of the region of the east, the region of the south 
is empty of the region of the south, the region of the west is empty of the region of the west, the region of 
the north is empty of the region of the north, the region of the nadir is empty of the region of the nadir, the 
region of the zenith is empty of the region of the zenith, the intermediary regions are empty of the 
intermediary regions because the regions are neither eternal nor transitory. Why? Because such is their 
nature. That is called: great emptiness. 

6. What is the emptiness of the absolute ? Here the absolute is nirvana, and this nirvana is empty of nirvana 
because it is neither eternal nor transitory. Why? Because such is its essence. That is called: emptiness of 
the absolute. 

7. What is the emptiness of the conditioned ? The conditioned is the world of desire, the world of form and 
the formless world. And yet the world of desire is empty of the world of desire, the world of form is empty 
of the world of form, the formless world is empty of the formless world because they are neither eternal nor 
transitory. Why? Because such is their essence. That is called: emptiness of the conditioned. 

8. What is the emptiness of the unconditioned! The unconcitioned is that which has neither production nor 
destruction, neither modification nor duration: That is the unconditioned. Now the unconditioned is empty 
of the unconditioned because it is neither eternal nor transitory. Why? Because such is its essence. That is 
called: emptiness of the unconditioned. 

9. What is absolute emptiness ? That which has no limit is absolute. The absolute is empty of the absolute 
because it is neither eternal, nor transitory. Why? Because such is its essence. That is called: absolute 
emptiness. 

10. What is the emptiness [of dharmas] without end or beginning ? [The Dharma] whose beginning or end 
are not perceived has neither going nor coming. And yet a dharma without end or beginning is empty of 
this absence of end and beginning because it is neither eternal nor transitory. Why? Because such is its 
essence. That is called: emptiness of dharmas without end or beginning. 


1676 



11. What is the emptiness of non-dispersal ? That where there is no dispersion. Now non-dispersal is empty 
of non-dispersal because it is neither eternal nor transitory. Why? Because such is its essence. That is 
called: emptiness of non-dispersal. 

12. What is the emptiness of essence ? The essence of all conditioned or non-conditioned dharmas is not 
created by the hearers, is not created by the pratyekabuddhas, is not created by the bodhisattva- 
mahasattvas, is not created by the holy, completely and perfectly enlightened Buddhas. The essence is 
empty of essence because it is neither eternal nor transitory. Why? Because such is its essence. That is 
called: emptiness of essence. 

13. What is the emptiness of all dharmas ? All dharmas is form, sensation, concept, formations and 
consciousness; eye, ear, nose, tongue, body and mind; color, sound, smell, taste, contact and dharmas; eye 
consciousness, ear consciousness, nose consciousess, tongue consciousness, body consciousness and 
mental consciousness; eye contact, ear contact, nose contact, tongue contact, body contact and mind 
contact; sensation due to eye contact, sensation due to ear contact, sensation due to nose contact, sensation 
due to tongue contact, sensation due to body contact, sensation due to mind contact; form dharmas and 
formless dharmas; conditioned dharmas and unconditioned dharmas: those are called ‘all dharmas’. Now 
all dharmas are empty of all dharmas because they are neither eternal nor transitory. Why? Because such is 
their essence. That is called: emptiness of all dharmas. 

14. What is the emptiness of specific characteristic? Form has, as its characteristics, to be broken up; 
sensation, to be experienced; concept, the grasping [of characteristics]; formations, the fact of conditioning; 
consciousness, the fact of apprehending. Whether it is a matter of the characteristic of conditioned dharmas 
or unconditioned dharmas, all these dharmas are each empty of their own characteristic because they are 
neither eternal nor transitory. Why? Because such is their essence. That is called: emptiness of specific 
characteristics. 

15. What is the emptiness of non-perception! It is that where neither the past nor the future nor the duration 
of the present are perceived. Non-perception is empty of non-perception because it is neither eternal nor 
transitory. Why? Because such is its essence. That is called: emptiness of non-perception. 

16. What is the emptiness of non-existence and of existence? There is no nature that is a combination [of 
existence and non-existence] since all dharmas are produced in dependence [on causes and conditions]. 

This [alleged] combination is empty of combination because it is neither eternal nor transitory. Why? 
Because such is its essence. That is called: emptiness of non-existence and self existence. 


c. Wording of the four emptinesses 


Furthermore, O Subhuti: 

1. existence is empty of existence; 

2. non-existence is empty of non-existence; 
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3. existence in itself (or self existence) is empty of existence in itself (or self existence); 

4. other existence is empty of other existence. 


d. Definition of the four emptinesses 

1. What is existence? By existence is meant the five aggregates. But the five aggregates are empty of the 
five aggregates. Thereforee existence is empty of existence. 

2. Why is non-existence empty of non-existence? By non-existence is meant the non-conditioned. But this 
non-conditioned is empty of non-conditioned. Therefore non-existence is empty of non-existence. 

3. Why is self existence empty of self existence? By self existence is meant the true essence. But the 
emptiness [of this true essence] is not created by the knowledge nor by the vision [of the saints]. That is 
called emptiness of self existence. 

4. What is the emptiness of other existence? Whether the Tathagatas appear or the Tathagatas do not 
appear, this stability of dharmas, the fundamental element, the certainty of dharmas (read: dharmaniydmatd 
in place of dharmanydmatd), the way of existing, the true manner of being, the unchanged manner of being, 
the utmost point of truth, remains stable. As a result, the fact that these dharmas are empty [of intervention] 
of another is called emptiness of other existence. Such, O Subhuti, is the great Vehicle of the bodhisattva- 
mahasattvas. 


Comments of the Traite (T 1509, k. 46, p. 396a) 

Question. - After each of the eighteen emptinesses, the Prajnaparamitasutra repeats itself and says: 
Akutasthdvindsitdm updddya “because they are meither eternal nor transitory”. What does this phrase 
mean? 

Answer. - The person who does not practice these emptinesses inevitably falls into one of the following 
two extremes ( antadvaya ), i.e., eternalism ( sdsvata ) or nihilism ( uccheda).. .The yogin tormented by 
existence resorts to the emptinesses ( sunyatd) in order to destroy existence. Next, he venerates emptiness, 
but whoever clings ( abhinivisate ) to emptiness falls into nihilism {uccheda). This is why practicing 
emptiness so as to destroy existence but not clinging to emptiness is to avoid the two extremes and follow 
the middle way {madhyamd pratipad). The eighteen emptinesses, inspired by a mind of great compassion 
(mahdkamndcitta), serve to save beings. This is why the Prajnaparamitasutra, after each of them, repeats: 
Akutasthdvindsitdm updddya. That is the Mahayana, and those who stray from it are madmen who talk too 
much... 

Question. - The eighteen emptinesses already contain all the emptinesses. Why then does the 
Prajnaparamitasutra add four more? 

Answer. - It is true that all the emptinesses are contained in the eighteen emptinesses, but the Buddhas 
have two ways of preaching the Dharma: either they first condense and later develop, or else they first 
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develop and then condense. In the first case, it is to explain the meaning; in the second case, it is to 
facilitate memorization. Here the Buddha begins by speaking at length ( vistarena ) about the eighteen 
emptinesses; then he summarizes them ( samksepena ) into the four emptinesses. 


D. Comparative table of recensions (p. 2040F) 

The combined lists of the eighteen and the four emptinesses, lists published in the great 
Prajnaparamitasutras, has come down to us in various Sanskrit, Tibetan and Chinese recensions. There are 
numerous divergences among them as the following comparative table shows. Hiuan-tsang has tried to 
eliminate them. His translation of the Astadasa states and defines sixteen emptinesses; that of the 
Pancavimsati, eighteen, and that of the Sata, twenty. 

•• Table is omitted from this English translation** 


Thus, according to the Traite in its section dedicated to emptiness, the Pancavimlsati sets up two lists of 
sunyata having exactly the same import: one developed list of eighteen and one condensed list of four. 

Using the same material, the Yogacara-Madhyamika-Svatantrika school established a list of twenty 
sunyatas forming a gradation amongst themselves and each occurring in turn in the career of the 
bodhisattva. These new insights appear for the first time in the Abhisamaydlamkdra (I, v. 47) said to be ’by 
Maitreyanatha’ (about 350 A.D.), commented on at length by Haribhadra (about 750 A.D.) in his 
Abhisamaydlamkdrdloka (ed. U. Wogihara, p. 95, 5-96, 29) and are taken up again in the great 
Vijnanavadin sastras such as the Mahay dnasamgraha , the Madhydntavibhdga and the 
Vijnaptimdtratdsiddhi. 

The twenty sunyatas are put into relationhip with the tenfold dharmadhatu or tathata, sarvatraga, etc., 
serving as antidote to as many ignorances (prthagjanatvo), etc. - Cf. Mahayanasamgraha, tr. E. Lamotte, p. 
196-199; Madhyantavibhagabhasya, ed. G. M. Nagao, p. 34-36; Madhyantavibhagatika, ed. Yamaguchi, p. 
87-107; Siddhi, p. 639-657; 658-660 (where the vocabulary should be corrected). 

Cultivation of the twenty sunyatas and the tenfold dharmadhatu occurs in all the stages of the bodhisattva 
career: cf. Aloka, p. 95, 5-96, 29; tr. E Obermiller, Analysis of the Abhisamaydlamkdra, p. 126-143; notes 
of E. Conze, The Large Sutra on Perfect Wisdom, p. 144-148: 

1. In the adhimukticaryabhumi, level of the practice of adhesion: adhydtma, bahirdhd and 
a dhyd tmabahi rdhdsunya td. 

2. In the prayogamarga, preparatory path: sunyatdsunyatd. 

3. On the first bhumi: mahdsunyatd. 

4. On the second bhumi: paramdrthasunyatd. 

5. On the third bhumi: samskrtasunayatd. 
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6. On the fourth bhumi: asamskrtasunyata. 

7. On the fifth bhumi: atyantasunyata. 

8. On the sixth bhumi: anavaragrasunyata. 

9. On the seventh bhumi: anavakarasunyata. 

10. On the eighth bhumi: prakrti and sarvadharmasunyata. 

11. On the ninth bhumi: laksana and anupalambhasunyata. 

12. On the tenth bhumi: abhdva (7) and bhdvasunyatd. 

13. On the Buddhabhumi: abhdva (2), svabhdva and parabhavasunyata. 

Astadasasunyata 

[285a7 Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 24,1. 10-17; Satasahasrika, p. 77,1. 6-80,1. 4). - Furthermore, O 
Subhuti, the bodhisattva-mahasattva who wishes to become established ( sthdtukdma ) in: 

1. the emptiness of inner dharmas ( adhydtmasunyatd), 

2. the emptiness of outer dharmas ( bahirdhdsunyatd), 

3. the emptiness of inner and outer dharmas ( adhydtmabahirdhdsunyatd), 

4. the emptiness of emptiness ( sunyatdsunyatd), 

5. great emptiness ( mahasunayata), 

6. the emptiness of the absolute ( paramarthasunyata), 

7. the emptiness of the conditioned ( samskrtasunyatd), 

8. the emptiness of the unconditioned ( asamskrtasunyata), 

9. absolute emptiness ( atyantasunyata), 

10. the emptiness of beginningless dharmas ( anagrasunyatd), 

11. the emptiness of dispersed dharmas ( avakdrasunyatd), 

12. the emptiness of essences (prakrtisunyata), 

13. the emptiness of specific characteristics ( svalaksanasunyatd), 

14. the emptiness of all dharmas {sarvadharmasunyata), 

15. the emptiness consisting of non-preception {anupalambhasunyata), 

16. the emptiness of non-existence {abhdvasunyatd), 

17. the emptiness of existence {svabhdvasunyatd). 
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18. the emptiness of non-existence and existence ( abhavasvabhavasunyata), this bodhisattva- 
mahasattva must practice the Perfection of Wisdom. 


Adhyatmasunyata 

Second Section EMPTINESSES 1-3: EMPTINESSES OF INNER, 
OUTER AND BOTH INNER AND OUTER DHARMAS 

1. SUMMARY DEFINITION OF THE THREE EMPTINESSES 402 

[285b] 1. Inner emptiness (adhyatmasunayata). - Inner dharmas ( cidhycitmadharmci ) are empty of inner 
dhrmas. Inner dharmas are the six internal bases of consciousness (sad adhydtmdyatana ): eye ( caksus ), ear 
(srotra), nose ( ghrana ), tongue (jihvd ), body (kayo) and mind ( manas ). 

The eye is empty (sunya): in it there is no ‘me’ (atmari) or ‘mine’ (atmiya), and there is no dharma ‘eye’. It 
is the same for the ear, nose, tongue, body and mind. 

2. Outer emptiness ( bahirdhdsunyatd). - Outer dharmas ( bahirdhddharma ) are empty of outer dharmas. 
The outer dharmas are the six external bases of consciousness (sad bahirdhdyatana ): color ( rupa ), sound 
(sabda), smell ( gandha ), taste (rasa), tangible ( sprastavya ) and dharma. 

Color is empty: in it there is no ‘me’ or ‘mine’, and there is no dharma ‘color’. It is the same for sound, 
smell, taste, tangible and dharma. 

3. Inner and outer emptiness (adhyatmabahirdhasunyafa). - Inner and outer dharmas 
(adhydtmabahirdhddharma) are empty of inner and outer dharmas ( adhydtmabahirdhddhanna ). Inner and 
outer dharmas are the twelve interrnal and external bases of consciousness ( dvddasdyatana ). In these 
twelve bases, there is no ‘me’ or ‘mine’ and there is no ‘inner and outer dharma’. 


II. WHY DISTINGUISH EIGHTEEN EMPTINESSES 


402 These three emptinesses were already grouped together in the Mahasunnatsutta of Majjhima, III, p. 112 (cf. T 26, 
k. 49, p. 738c). They concern the twelve ayatanas, i.e., all things together since “the twelve dyatanas are called 
everything” (scibbam vuccati dvadasayatani). For the sravakas, they are empty of ‘me’ and ‘mine’ ( sunyany dtmand 
vatmiyena va); for the Mahayanists for whom the Traite is the spokesman here, they are not only empty of ‘me’ and 
‘mine’ but empty of intrinsic nature ( svabhdva ) and the characteristics (laksana) of ayatana. In a word, the sravakas 
teach the emptiness of beings (sattvasunayata) or anatman whereas the Mahayana teaches both the emptiness of 
beings and the emptiness of things (dharmcisunyatd) : cf. p. 239F, 1090F-1091F. 
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Question. - Dharmas are innumerable ( apramana ) and the emptinesses ( sunyatd) corresponding to these 
dharmas are also innumerable. Why does the Prajnaparamitasutra pose only eighteen? Summarily speaking 
(. samksepena ), only one single emptiness, namely,’emptiness of all dharmas” (sarvadharmasunyata, no. 14 
in the list) is needed. Speaking at length ( vistarena ), one emptiness should be posed for each dharma: 
emptiness of the eye (caksuhsunyata), emptiness of color (rupasunyatd), etc.: in brief, a very considerable 
number. Why then does the Prajnaparamitasutra pose only eighteen emptinesses? 

Answer. - If one speaks in summary, the subject is not fully treated; if one speaks at length, it becomes 
overloaded. Thus, when one takes a medicine ( bhaisajya ), if one takes too little, the sickness ( vyddhi ) is not 
removed; if one takes too much, the symptoms ( upadrava ) are aggravated. It is by measuring out the 
medicine according to the sickness and by not taking too much or too little ( anundnddhikam ) that the 
sickness can be cured. It is the same with emptiness. If the Buddha were to speak of only one single 
emptiness, the many wrong views ( mithyddrsti ) and passions (kiesa) could not be destroyed; if he assumed 
one emptiness in regard to each wrong view, the emptinesses would be too numerous. People who cling to 
the nature of emptiness ( sunyatalaksanabhinivista ) fall into [the extreme] of nihilism ( uccheddnta ); to 
speak of the eighteen emptinesses is to hit the target ( laksya ) right on. To speak of ten or fifteen 
emptinesses would likewise provoke doubts (samsaya), but this is not at issue. 

Moreover, good (kusala) and bad ( akusala ) dharmas exist in definite ( niyata ) numbers. There are four 
foundations of mindfulness ( smrtyupasthdna ), four right efforts ( samyakpradhdna ), thirty-seven auxiliaries 
to enlightenment (bodhipdksika), ten powers (bala ), four fearlessnesses ( vaisdradya ), four unhindered 
knowledges [285c] ( pratisamvid ), eighteen special attributes (dvenikadharma), five aggregates 
(skandha), twelve bases of consciousness (dyatana ), eighteen elements ( dhdtu ), twelve causes ( niddna ), 
three poisons (visa), three bonds (bandhana) 404 four torrents ( ogha ), 405 five obstacles (mvarana) 406 etc. 
Therefore dharmas exist in definite numbers. It is by means of eighteen sorts of dharmas that one destroys 
the tendencies ( abhinivesa ) towards them: this is why eighteen emptinesses are posed. 


III. RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE PERFECTION OF WISDOM AND THE 
EIGHTEEN EMPTINESSES 


Question. - Prajnaparamita and the eighteen emptinesses are either different or the same. If they are 
different, then what is this Prajnaparamita distinct from the eighteen emptinesses? See what the Buddha 
said: “What is this Prajnaparamita? It is the emptiness of form (rupasunyatd), the emptiness of feelings, 


403 These dhannas of the Path and attributes of the Buddhas have been discussed in chapters XXXI to XLII. 

404 The three bandhanas, like the three poisons, are rdga, dvesa and moha: cf. Samyutta, IV, p. 292,1. 20; Kosa, V, 
p. 87. 

405 The oghas (or yogas) are the torrents of kama, bhava, drsti, and avidya; cf. DIgha, III, p. 230, 276; Samyutta, IV, 
p. 175; Vibhanga, p. 375; Kosa, V, p. 75. 

406 Cf.p. 1013F. 
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concepts, volitions, consciousnesses ( vedndsamjndsamskrtavijndnasunyata) and so on up to the emptiness 
of the cognition of all the aspects (sarvakarajnatdsunyata)' 1 - If they are not different, why does [the 
Prajnaparamitasutra] say here that “the bodhisattva who wishes to become established in the eighteen 
emptinesses should exert himself in the prajnaparamita”? 

Answer. - There are reasons to say they are different and there are reasons to say they are the same. 

1) They are different. - The prajnaparamita called the true nature of dharmas ( bhutalaksana ) stops all 
consideration about dharmas (dharmanidhyana). 08 The eighteen emptinesses are eighteen ways of 
considering dharmas as empty. By exerting himself in the true nature of dharmas, the bodhisattva produces 
these eighteen kinds of emptiness. Therefore [prajnapmaramita and the eighteen emptinesses] are different. 

2) They are the same. - The eighteen emptinesses are empty ( sunya ) and unreal ( asadbhutalaksana ); 
Prajnaparamita also is empty and unreal. - The eighteen emptinesses are the rejection of characteristics 
(nimittaparityaga); Prajnaparamita also is the rejection of characteristics. - The eighteen emptinesses are 
not attached to any characteristic; prajnaparamita also is not attached to any characteristic. Consequently, to 
exert oneself in the prajnaparamita is to exert oneself in the eighteen emptinesses: there is no difference. 

Prajnaparamita has two parts ( bhaga, amsa ), the lesser and the greater. 409 The person who wants to attain 
the greater should first exert himself in the lesser, namely the ‘gate of means’ ( updyamukha ). To attain the 
greater prajna, it is necessary to practice the eighteen emptinesses, and it is by first staying in the lesser 
prajna, namely the ‘gate of means’, that the eighteen emptinesses are acquired. 

What is this ‘gate of means’ ( upayamukha )? It is learning ( udgrahTtum ), reciting ( vdcayitum ), retaining 
(i dharayitum ), studying (paiyavdptum ) and textually applying (bhdvandkarena prayoktum ) 410 the 
Prajnaparamitasutra. 

Just as a man who wants to find all kinds of fine jewels ( ratna ) must go to the great ocean ( mahdsamudra ), 
so the person who wants to acquire these jewels of the prajna which are the concentrations ( samddhi ) on 
inner emptiness ( adhyatmasunyata), etc., must go to the great ocean of the prajnaparamita [by reading the 
texts dedicated to it]. 


IV. THE FIRST THREE EMPTINESSES AND THE FOUR FOUNDATIONS OF 
MINDFULNESS 411 


407 San houeip’in in Pancavimsati, T 223, k. 21, p. 373b22 seq. Subhuti had asked the Buddha: At the time when he 
is practicing the prajnaparamita, how should the bodhisattva-mahasattva exert himself in riipa, how should he exert 
himself in vedana, samjna, samskdra and vijnana, and finally how should he exert himself in sarvakdrajnatd? 

40S On the equivalence of Prajnaramita = Dharmata of true nature of dharmas, see above, p. 655-656F, 1059F 
409 The greater Prajnaparamita is identical with the true nature of dharmas; the lesser Prajnaparamita is the 
Prajnaparamitasutras where the eighteen emptinesses consituting the gate of entry into the true nature of dharmas are 
taught. 

4111 For this phrase, cf. Vimalakfrtinirdesa transl., p. 368, 370-371, 372, 373, 388, 390. 
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Question. - Why does the yogin who is exerting himself in the prajnaparamita first stay in the emptiness of 
inner dharmas ( adhydtmasunyatd), the emptiness of outer dharmas {bahirdhasunyata) and the emptiness of 
inner and outer dharmas (, adhyatmabahirdhdsunayata)1 

Answer. - There are four mistakes ( vipaiydsa ) in the world: i) the mistake of taking that which is impure to 
be pure (, asucau sucir iti vipaiydsa)', ii ) the mistake of taking that which is suffering to be happy (, duhkhe 
sukham iti vipaiydsa)'. Hi) the mistake of taking that which is impermanent to be permanent ( anitye nityam 
iti vipaiydsa)', iv) the mistake of taking that which is not a ‘self to be a ‘self ( andtmany dtmeti 
vipaiydsa). 412 

In order to destroy the four mistakes, the yogin cultivates the twelve considerations ( samanupasyand) 
inherent in the four foundations of mindfulness ( smrtyupasthdna ): 3 

[1. Considerationa 1-3 coming under Kayasmrtyupasthana] 

a. First he considers [his own body], the inner body (, adhydtmakdya ): consisting of thirty-six elements 
(dhdtu), 11 Hill of impurities ( asuci ) that flow out of the nine holes (navacchidra), 15 it is very disgusting 
and void of any pure [286a] character. This absence of pure character (sucilaksandimpalabdhi) is called 
emptiness of inner dharmas ( adhydtmasunyatd). 

b. Knowing the impurity of the inner body, the yogin next considers [another’s body], the outer body 

( bahirdhdkdya ), which is, for him, an object of attachment. But here it is the same thing; the two bodies are 
really impure. “Foolish worldly people ( bdlaprthagjana ), fanatical and disturbed, in whom desire ( rdga) 
has covered their minds, claim that this body is pure; but when I consider the beauty that 1 love, it is exactly 
the same as my own body.” This absence of pure nature [in another’s body] is the emptiness of outer 
dharmas ( bahirdhasunyata). 


411 The author returns to this subject which he has already treated at length, p. 1150-1176F, 1187-1194F. Flere he 
establishes a parallel between the four smrtyupasthlas and the first three emptinesses. The smrtyupasthdnas and the 
emptinesses concern inner, outer, both inner and outer dharmas, but the former lead to the conclusion that they are 
empty of ‘me’ and ‘mine’; the latter, that they are devoid of self nature and characteristics and, as a result, without 
production or destruction. 

For the Anguttara, I, p. 196, 10-16, the four satipattanas (kaye kayanupassiviharati, etc.) constitute the 
majjhimdpatipadd; for the Madh. karika, XXIV, 18, sunyata, the designation by virtue of ( prajhaptir updddya), is 
the pratipad madhycimd. Two entities equal to a third entity... 

412 Cf. p. 925F, 1076F, 115 IF. 

413 During the four smrtyupasthdnas, the practitioner turns his attention to the body ( kaya), feelings ( vedand), mind 
(i citta ) and dharmas. He examines each of these objects first within himself (adhyatmam), then outside himself 
(bahirdha) and finally inside and outside himself (adhyatmabahirdha): thus making a total of twelve considerations. 

414 Cf. p. 1297F, n. 2. 

415 Cf.p. 1154-1155F, n. 
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c. When the yogin was considering the impurity of his own body, it happened that he said that another’s 
body ( bahirdhdrupa) is beautiful, and when he was considering the body of another, it happened that he 
said that his own body was pure. Now he considers both the inner [body] and the outer [body], and he 
notices: “My own body is impure and that of another is impure also; the body of another and mine are quite 
alike: they are no different.” This absence of pure characteristic [characterizing both one’s own body and 
that of another] is the emptiness of inner and outer dharmas ( adhyatmabahirdhasunyata). 

[2. Considerations 4-6 coming under Vedanasmrtyupasthana] 

a. The yogin knows by reflection ( manasikdra ) that the inner body and the outer body are both impure, but 
indecisive people cling to it because of a group of feelings ( vedandkdya ), [namely, pleasant feeling 
( sukhavedana)]. This group is a lot of suffering ( duhkha ), but fools ( mudha ) consider it to be happiness 
{sukha). 416 

Question. - But the three kinds of feeling, [sukhavedana, duhkhavedand, aduhkhdsukhavedand ] are all 
included ( samgrhvta ) in the external bases of consciousness ( bahirdhdyatana)', why is it said then that the 
yogin “considers the internal feeling” ( adhydtmavedandm samanupasyati )? 417 

Answer. - First, the meeting between the six objects ( visaya ) and the six organs ( indriya ) gives rise to a 
happiness called external happiness (bahirdhasukha); then, extreme desire (prarigredha ), penetrating 
deeply, gives rise to a happiness called internal happiness ( adhydtmasukha ). 

In addition, the happiness that has internal dharmas as condition ( adhydtmadhanna-pratyayam sukham) is 
called internal happiness, and the happiness that has external dharmas as condition 
(bahirdhddharmapratyayam sukham ) is called external happiness. In addition, the happiness associated 
with the [first] five consciousnesses ( pahcavijhdnasamprayukta ) is called external happiness, and the 
happiness associated with the mental consciousness (manovijndnasamprayukta ) is called internal 
happiness. The coarse ( auddrika ) happiness is called external happiness, and the subtle ( suksma ) happiness 
is called internal happiness. 

These are the distinctions between internal and external happiness, and they are also valid in regard to 
unpleasant feeling ( duhkhavedand) and neither unpleasant nor pleasant feeling ( aduhkdsukhavedand). 

Moreover, the yogin reflects and wonders whether this internal happiness ( adhydtmasukha ) really exists or 
if it is imaginary {vikalpita). He recognizes that it is just suffering ( duhkha ) to which the name of happiness 
{sukha) is applied. 

Furthermore, the yogin reflects and wonders whether this internal happiness {adhydtmasukha) really exists 
{na tattvenopalabhyate) or whether it is imaginary {vikalpita). He recognizes that it is merely suffering 
{duhkha) to which the name of happiness {sukha) is given out of habit. Why? Because this happiness, 
coming from unfortunate causes and conditions {duhkhahetuprayayaja), itself arouses a painful fruit of 
retribution {duhkhavipdkaphala). The happiness of which one is never satiated is suffering. 


416 Cf. p. 1159F. 

417 This problem has already been treated above, p. 1173-1175F. 
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Furthermore, when a person suffering from scabies (kacchu) 4]H scratches himself or approaches a fire, the 
slight suffering [that he momentarily experienced] is followed by a physical suffering and becomes a great 
suffering. What the fool ( mudha ) calls happiness, the wise man (jnaniri) sees in it only suffering. In the 
same way, people ( loka ), victims of the error consisting of taking [what is suffering] to be happiness 
(i duhkhe sukham iti vipaiydsa), cling to the happiness resulting from the five objects of enjoyment 
( pancakamaguna ) and their passions ( klesa) increase. For this reason, the yogin does not see happiness and 
“considers only suffering, like a sickness, a boil, an ulcer, a thorn” (duhkam rogato salyatah 
samupasyati). 

Furthermore, since happiness is rare and suffering frequent, the small amount of happiness does not appear 
and is therefore called suffering. It is like a ko of salt ( lavana ) thrown into a big river: it loses its salty 
characteristic and is no longer called salty. 420 

Finally, happiness is so poorly established ( aniyata ) that there is doubt (sarika) 4 1 about it: what one person 
considers as happiness, another person considers as suffering; and what the other person considers as 
happiness, the first person considers as suffering. That which one gains is happiness, that which [286b] one 
loses is suffering. That which the fool takes to be happiness, the wise man takes to be suffering. Seeing the 
torments of happiness is suffering; not seeing the defects of happiness is happiness. Not seeing the 
impermanent nature of happiness ( anityalaksana ) is happiness; seeing the impermanent nature of happiness 
is suffering. What the person not detached from desire ( avftardga ) takes to be happiness, the person 
detached from desire ( vftardga ) takes to be suffering. 

Therefore the yogin considers happiness ( sukha ) as suffering; he considers suffering to be an arrow ( salya ) 
piercing the body; he considers the impermanent and changing characteristics ( anityaviparinamalaksana ) 
of that which is neither suffering nor happiness ( aduhkhdsukha ). Considering the threefold feeling 
[pleasant, unpleasant, neither pleasant nor unpleasant] in this way, he mentally rejects it, and this is called 
the emptiness of internal feelings ( adhydtmavedandsunyatd). 

b-c. His considerations on external feelings ( bahirdhdvedand) and on both internal and external feelings 
(adhydtmabahirdhdvedcind) are similar. 


[3. Considerations 7-9 coming under cittasmrtyupasthana] 

The yogin has this thought: If happiness is suffering, then who experiences (prativedayati ) suffering? 
Having reflected, he knows that it is the mind ( citta ) that experiences it. Next, he considers the mind in 

41S Example already used above, p. 1157F. 

419 Cf. p. 1222F, note. 

420 Classical comparison: cf. Anguttara, I, p. 250: Seyyathdpi bhikkhave puriso lonciphalam Gangaya nadiya 
pakkipeyya. Tam kirn mannatha bhikkhave. Api nu sa Gahgd nadi amund lonaphalena Iona assa apeyya ti. - No 

h ’etam bhante. - Tam kissa hetu. -Asu hi bhante Gangaya nadiya maha udakakkhando. So amund lonaphalena na 
lotto assa apeyyo ti. 

421 Adopting the variant houo. 
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order to know if it is true or false. He notices that the mind is impermanent ( anitya ) and has production 
( utpdda ), duration ( sthiti ) and disappearance (vyaya) as characteristics. 422 The mind of unpleasant feeling 
(i duhkhavedana), the mind of pleasant feeling (sukhavedana) and the mind of neither unpleasant nor 
pleasant feeling each constitutes a different moment ( bhinnalaksana ): when the pleasant mind disappears, 
the unpleasant mind arises; the unpleasant mind lasts for the space of an instant and, having lasted, it 
disappears; next, there arises a neither unpleasant nor pleasant mind. This neither unpleasant nor pleasant 
mind lasts for the space of an instant and, having lasted, it disappears; when it has disappeared, there arises 
again a pleasant mind. The three feelings ( vedand) being impermanent, the mind ( citta) also is 
impermanent. 

Furthermore, the ascetic knows that there are minds of lust ( rdga ) or non-lust, of hatred ( dvesa ) or non¬ 
hatred, of delusion ( moha ) or non-delusion, distracted ( viksipta) or concentrated (samgrhvta), fettered 
(baddha) or liberated ( vimukta ), and he knows that these minds each have a different characteristic. Thus 
he knows that the mind is impermanent (anitya), that there is no fixed ( niyata ) mind lasting for eternity. 
Minds experiencing suffering, minds experiencing happiness, etc., arise from a complex of causes and 
conditions ( hetupratyayasamdgri ), and when these causes and conditions disperse, the minds disappear as 
well. 

This is how the yogin considers the impermanent nature ( anityalaksana ) of the inner minds 
(adhyatmacitta), the outer minds ( bahirdhdcitta ) and the both internal and external minds 
(adhyatmabahirdhacitta). 

Question. - Since the mind consists of the inner bases of consciousness ( adhydtmdyatana ), how can there 
be external minds ( bahirdhdcitta )? 423 

Answer. - When the inner body [i.e., one’s own body] is being considered, there is ‘inner mind’ 
(adhyatmacitta)', but when the outer body [i.e., another’s body] is being considered, there is ‘outer mind’. 

Moreover, if it concerns (dlambate) inner dharmas, the mind is inner; but if it concerns external dharmas, 
the mind is external. 

Moreover, the [first] five consciousnesses (pahcavijhana) always concern outer dharmas and, being unable 
to make distinctions, are outer minds; but the mental consciousness (manovijnana), being concerned with 
inner dharmas and distinguishing beauty from ugliness, is an inner mind. 

Finally, the mental consciousness which, on its arising, is incapable of distinguishing and specifying, is an 
external mind; but the developed and deepened mental consciousness which can make distinctions and 
grasp characteristics (nimitta) is an inner mind. Such are the distinctions between inner and outer minds. 


[4. Considerations 10-12 coming under dharmasmrtyupasthana] 


422 Conditioned by causes, the mind inevitably has the three or four conditioned characteristics ( samskrtalaksana ): 
cf.p. 36-37F, 992F, 1163F. 

423 This subject has already been treated above, p. 1175F. 
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The yogin whose mind (citta and manas ) has been cultivated knows that the body ( kdya ) is of impure 
nature (, asucilaksana ), that feeling (vedand) is suffering in nature ( duhkhalaksana) and that the mind (citta) 
has no duration and is impermanent in nature ( anityalaksana ). Nevertheless, not having yet broken through 
the fetters (samucchinnasamyojana), he still happens to be aware of self (ahamkara). 

Then he has the following thought: “If the mind is impermanent, who is cognizing the mind and on whom 
does the mind depend? Who is the master ( svdmin ) of the mind that is experiencing suffering and 
happiness? To whom does everything belong?” Then he analyzes and recognizes that there is no master as 
[286c] a separate entity (bhinna). 

One grasps characteristics (nimittdny udgrhnati ) in the five aggregates ( skandha ) and, just for this single 
reason, one imagines the existence of ‘a man’ ( purusa ) and one produces the idea of ‘me’ (atman). From 
the idea of ‘me’ comes the idea of ‘mine’ (atmvya ), and from the idea of ‘mine’ comes that of existence 
(bhdva). Toward those who benefit ( hita ) us, we feel love ( ragd); toward those who thwart us, we feel 
hatred ( dvesa ); these two fetters ( samyojana ) do not come from knowledge ( jiidna ) but from error: this is 
what is called delusion ( moha ). The triple poison (trivisa), love, hatred and delusion, is the root (mulct) of 
all the passions (klesa). 

By means of egotism (ahamkara), one accomplishes meritorious actions (pimya) “in order,” one says, “that 
I may then be able to cultivate the auxiliary dharmas of the Path and may be able to attain deliverance 
( moksa ).” 

The grasping of characteristics (nimittodgrahana) that occurred at the beginning is called the ‘concept 
aggregate’ (samjndskandha). Then out of egotism (ahamkara), one produces the fetters and the good 
formations called the ‘formation aggregate’ (samskdraskandha). These two aggregates are [the object] of 
mindfulness of dharmas (dharmasmrtyupasthdna). 24 The yogin, who is seeking the atman in these dharmas 
that are the samjnaskandha and the samskaraskandha, does not find it there. Why? Because dharmas are the 
result of causes and conditions (hetupratyayasamutpanna), are all of them conditioned dharmas 
(samskptadharma) and have no solidity (sdra): there is no true atman. 425 

“The formations are like the trunk of a banana tree“ (samskmardh kadalinibhah). leaf by leaf it is 

examined, but no pith (sdra) is found. - “Concept is like a mirage (marfcisadrsf samjnd) seen from afar:” 
without there being any water there, one gets the notion that there is water, one has the concept of water but 
it is nothing but an illusion. 

Such are the considerations on inner, outer and both onner and outer dharmas. 


424 Among the five skandhas, rupa is the object belonging to kdyasmrtyupasthana; vedand, that of 
vedandsmrtyupasthana; samjnd, the samskaras and vijhana , those of cittasmrtyupasthana. As for 
dharmasmrtyupasthdna, it can bear upon any skandha whatsoever, since it includes the totality of dhannas. 

425 The punctuation of the TaishB is dfective: the final period should be placed between fa and hing. 

426 Allusion to a verse of the Phenasutta of Samyutta, III, p. 142. See references, p. 370, as note; VimalakTrti, transl. 
p. 132, n. 23. 
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Question. - Dharmas being included in the outer bases of consciousness ( bahirdhayatana ), how can there 
be inner dharmas ( adhydtmadharma )? 427 

Answer. - By inner dharmas ( adhyatmadharma) we mean the skandha of concept {samjndskandha) and the 
skandha of formations ( samkdraskandha ) associated with the inner mind ( adhydtmacittasamprayukta ). - 
By outer dharmas ( bahirdhddharma ) we mean: i) the skandha of concept ( samjndskandha ) and the skandha 
of formations ( samskdraskandha ) associated with the outer mind (bahirdhdcittasamprayukta); ii ) the 
formations dissociated from the mind ( cittaviprayukta-samskdra ); Hi) the unconditioned dharmas 
(, asamskrtadharma ). - Taken simultaneously and together [these internal and external dharmas] are called 
‘both inner and outer dharmas’ ( adhydtmabahirdhddhanna ). 

Furthermore, the inner dharmas are the six organs (sadindriya); the outer dharmas are the six objects 
(sadvisaya). 

Finally, the general considerations ( samanupasyand) on i) the body ( kdya ), ii) the sensations ( vedand), iii) 
the mind ( citta ), iv) the aggregate of concept ( samjndskandha) and v) the aggregate of formations 
{samskdraskandha) are the mindfulness of dharmas ( dharmasmrtyupasthmdna ) Why is that? 

Actually, the yogin first looks for the atman in the aggregate of concept {samjndskandha) but does not find 
it there. Fie then turns his search to the body {kdya), sensations {vedand) and mind {citta), but does not find 
it there either. In no matter what dharma, be it material {rupin) or non-material (arupin), visible 
{sanidarsana) or invisible {anidarsana), resistant {sapratigha) or non-resistant {apratigha), impure 
{sdsrava) or pure ( andsrava ), conditioned (samskrta) or unconditioned {asamskrta), distant {dure) or near 
{sdntike), coarse {auddrika) or subtle (suksma), the yogin seeks in vain for the atman but does not find it. It 
is only to the complex of the five aggregates {pancaskandasdmagri) that the name of being {sattva) is given 
out of habit, and ‘being’ is synonymous with atman. The self (atman) being non-existent {anupalabdha), 
neither is there any ‘mine’ (dtmfya) and, the ‘mine’ being non-existent, all the passions (kiesa) are 
eliminated. 


[5. Summary ] 

A. The foundation of mindfulness of the body (kayasmrtyupasthdna) concerns all material dharmas 
{rupadharma). 

[As a first approach], the yogin considers the inner material things {adhydtmarupa) as being impermanent 
{anitya), painful {duhkha), empty (sunya) and without self {andtman). 

[As a second and third approach], he considers outer material things ( bahirdhdrupa ), then inner and outer 
material things (adhyatmabahirdharupa) likewise as being [impermanent, painful, empty and without self]. 

[The other three foundations of mindfulness consider] sensations {vedand), mind {citta) and dharmas as 
being likewise [impermanent, painful, empty and without self, respectively]. 


427 This question has already been discussed above, p. 1175-1176F. 
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B. The concentration of emptiness ( sunyatasamadhi ) associated with the inner considerations 
(i adhyatmanupasyarik ) of the four foundations of moindfulness is called inner emptiness 
( adhyatmasunyata). [287a] 

The concentration of emptiness associated with the outer considerations ( bahirdhanupasyana ) of the four 
foundations of mindfulness is called outer emptiness (bahirdhasunyata). 

The concentration of emptiness associated with inner and outer considerations 

(i adhyatmabahirdhanupasyana ) of the four foundations of mindfulness is called inner and outer emptiness 
( adhyatmabahirdhasunyata). 


V. THE THREE EMPTINESSES RESULT FROM CONCENTRATION 


Question. - Are the emptinesses in question empty by the power of concentration ( samadhibala ) or are they 
empty in themselves? 

Answer. - They are empty by the power of concentration, 428 as is said in a sutra: “The three concentrations 
(samadhi) or the three doors to deliverance ( vimoksamukha ) are emptiness ( sunyata), signlessness 
(dnimitta ) amd wishlessness (, apranihita ). The concentration of emptiness ( sunyatasamadhi ) concerns 


428 There are close connections between the three concentrations (p. 1213F-1232F) and the four foundations of 
mindfulness (p. 1150F-1176F; 1187F-1194F on the one hand and the three emptinesses on the other hand. They are 
not substantial entities, but rather cittasya sthitih, situations of mind (p. 1213F-1214F), concentrations ( samadhi ) of 
the mind centered on emptiness, empty of individuals ( sattvasunya ) for the sravaka, empty of things 
(dharmasunyatd ) for the bodhisattva. These mental practices closely tied to the comprehension of the four noble 
truths converge on the same result: the rejection of the world and entry into nirvana. The three concentrations are the 
vimoksamukhas or doors of deliverance (p. 1213F); the three emptinesses, by radically removing the imaginary 
seeing of the inner, outer or mixed world, assure the mind of this supreme pacification that is nirvana. 

The three mental practices, concentrations, foundations of mindfulness and emptinesses are shared by the 
sravakas and the pratyekabuddhas, with the difference, essential it is true, that the former penetrate only the 
emptiness of beings whereas the latter penetrate both the emptiness of beings and the emptiness of things. The 
sravakas still cling to characteristics ( nimittany udgrhnanti) within and outside themselves; the bodhisattvas see 
them no longer and everything ends in a total absence of vision for them. It would be absurd to hypostatize an 
emptiness that is something other than an absence of vision and fruit of a certain situation of mind. 

J. May comments: “This absence of vision in the great bodhisattvas starting with the eighth bhumi is not 
something negative: it constitutes the result of a long effort by the mind; it is the very vision par excellence: the 
bodhisattvas see by not seeing.” We may add Nagarjuna, Madh. karika. III, §6: “With or without seeing, the agent of 
seeing does not exist” ( tiraskrtya drasta nasty atiraskrtya ca darsanam). 
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(a lambate) the body {kaya ), the sensations ( vedana), the mind ( citta) and dharmas, and since no self 
(atmari) or ‘mine’ (atmiya ) is found therein, it is called [the concentration] of emptiness.” 429 


VI. RELATIONSHIPS OF THE FOUR GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF 
CONDITIONED DHARMAS AND THE FOUR VIEW-POINTS OF THE 
FOUNDATIONS OF MINDFULNESS 


Question. - The four foundations of mindfulness ( smrtyupasthana ) should all consider empty dharmas as 
being impermanent ( anitya ), painful ( duhkha ), empty ( sunya ) and without self ( andtman ). Why then do 
they consider [respectively] the body (kayo) as impure ( asuci ), the sensations ( vedana) as suffering 
(duhkha), the mind {citta) as impermanent {anitya) and the dharmas as empty of self {andtman)! 

Answer. - All consider the four things as impermanent, suffering, empty and without self. However, in 
regard to the body, beings cling especially to the mistake of taking [what is impure] to be pure {asucau 
sucir iti viparyasa)', in regard to the sensations, they cling especially to the mistake of taking [what is 
suffering] to be happy {duhkhe sukham iti viparyasa ); in regard to the mind, they cling especially to the 
mistake of taking [what is impermanent] to be permanent {anitye nityam iti viparyasa ), and in regard to 
dharmas, they cling especially to the mistake of taking [what is not a self] to be a self (anatmany dtmeti 
viparyasa). This is why, [in the course of the four foundations of mindfulness], the yogin considers the 
body as impure, the sensations as painful, the mind as impermanent, and the dharmas as being deprived of 
self. 

Furthermore, in regard to inner emptiness (adhyatmasunyata) and outer emptiness ( bahirdhasunyata ), there 
is no dharma that is definitively inner or definitively outer for, depending [on one another] as mutual cause 
{sahabhuhetu), they can be said to be [sometimes] inner and [sometimes] outer. In fact, what my neighbor 
considers as outer ( bahirdhd), I consider to be inner (adhyatma), and what I hold to be outer, my neighbor 
considers to be inner. It depends on the subject [and not on the object] that the inner dharma is inner, and it 
depends on the subject [and not on the object] that the outer dharma is outer. Thus for a given individual, 
his own house is inner, but the house of another is outer. For the yogin who is considering inner and outer 
dharmas, they have no fixed nature ( niyatalaksana ); therefore they are empty {sunya). 

Finally, inner and outer dhrmas have no intrinsic nature (svabhdva). Why? Because they arise from an 
assemblage ( sdmagri ) [of causes and conditions]. 4 ’ 0 These dharmas are not found in the assembled causes 


429 This unidentified sutra establishes a close relationship among the sunyata-samadhis and the smrtyupasthanas 
bearing on the body, the sensations, the mind and dhannas leading to the conclusion that they are empty of ‘me’ and 
‘mine’. 

430 Cf. Madh. karika, VII, §16 (p. 159-160): 

Pratftya yad yad bhavati tat tac santam svabhdvatah / 
tasmad utpadyamdnam ca santam utpattir eva ca // 
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and conditions and, since they do not exist in their causes and conditions, they are not found elsewhere 
either. 431 The causes and conditions of inner and outer dharmas do not exist either. Thus as the cause 
( karana ) and the effect ( kdiya ) are absent, inner and outer dharmas are empty. 


VII. THE PROBLEM OF THE WHOLE AND THE PART 432 


Question. -From all evidence ( niyatam ) inner and outer dharmas exist; why do you say that they do not 
exist? Thus, when the hands (pdni ), feet {pdda ), etc., come together, there is birth of the body-dharma 
( kayadharma ): it is an inner dharma ( adhydtmadharma ). When the beams ( gosdraka ), walls ( bhitti ), etc., 
are brought together, there is the arising of the house-dharma ( grhadharma ): it is an outer dharma 
( bahirdhddharma ). Although the body-dharma has a different name than its parts {avayava), it is not 
different from the foot, etc. Why? Because in the absence of the foot, etc., the body would not exist. It is 
the same for the house. 

Answer. - If the foot were no different than the body, the head ( siras ) would be the foot, since, [in your 
hypothesis], the foot is not different from the body. But if the head were the foot, that is perfectly 
ridiculous. 

Question. - If the foot were not different from than the body, your objection would be valid. But in the 
present case, it is necessary that the foot, etc., be brought together in order that there be the arising of the 
dharma called body. Although the body is different from the foot, etc., it must depend on the foot in order 
to [287b] subsist. In the same way, the threads ( tantu ) must be brought together in order to produce a cloth 
( pata ): this cloth depends on the threads to exist. 

Answer. - [Two things, first]: either this body-dharma occurs at the same time in all its parts ( avayavin ), 
the foot, etc., or else it occurs separately. 


Everything that is the result of something is pacified as to its intrinsic nature. [The vrtti explains santam 
svabhavatah as svabhavavirahitam “without intrinsic nature”.] Thus what is produced is pacified, and the 
production also. 

431 Cf. Madh. karika, XX, §1-2 (p. 391-392): 

Hetos ca pratyayanam ca samagtya yadi / 
phalam asti ca samagryam smamagrya jayate katham // 
hetos ca pratyayanam ca samagtya jayate yadi / 
phalam nasti samagryam samagtya jayate katham // 

If the fruit arises from an assemblage of causes and conditions and [according to you] the fruit is within 
this assemblage, how then would it arise from the assemblage [since it is already therein]? 

If the fruit arises from an assemblage of causes and conditions and [according to you] the fruit is not 
within this assemblage, how then would it arise from the assemblage [since it does not occur within it]? 

432 This problem has already been discussed above, p. 1217F-1218F. 
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a. If the body occurs at once in all its parts, the foot (pada ) would be also in the head ( siras ). Why? 
Because [by the hypothesis] the body-dharma occurs [in all the parts] at once. 

b. If the body existed separately, it would not be different from the other parts, foot, etc., [in the sense that 
it would cease being a whole to become a psrt]. 

Furthermore, the body, [as a whole ( avayavin )], is a single thing whereas its causes, [as ‘parts’ {avayava)), 
are many. But singularity ( ekatva ) is not plurality ( ndndtva ), and plurality is not singularity. 

Finally, to claim that a special dharma called ‘body’ exists outside of its parts is to be in contradiction with 
the whole world. 

Thus one cannot say that the body is identical with its parts or that it is different from its parts. This is why 
there is no body and, the body not existing, the foot, etc., does not exist either. That is what should be 
understood by inner emptiness ( adhydtmasunyatd ). 

Outer dharmas, houses, etc., also are empty in the same way. That is what is meant by outer emptiness 
(bahirdhasunyata). 

Question. - Destroying the body {kayo), the house ( grha ), etc., is to destroy singularity ( ekatva ) and 
multiplicity (prthaktva ). Destroying singularity and multiplicity is the work of the heretical sutras. 433 In 
Buddhist sutras, inner and outer dharmas really exist ( adhydtmabahirdhd-dhanna ), namely, the six inner 
organs ( adhydtmendriya ) and the six outer objects ( bahirdhdvisaya ). Why do you say they do not exist? 

Answer. - These inner and outer dharmas are assemblages existing metaphorically (prajnaptisat ) as simple 
names ( ndmamdtra ) as was the case for the body or the house. 


VIII. EMPTINESS ACCORDING TO THE TWO VEHICLES 


Furthermore, in brief ( samksepena ), there are two kinds of emptiness: the emptiness of beings 
(sattvasunyata) and the emptiness of dharmas (dharmasunyatd). 34 For the disciples of the HInayana 
‘Lesser Vehicle’ who are of weak faculties ( mrdvindriya ), the emptiness of beings is taught so that, freed 
[from notions] of ‘me’ (atmari) and ‘mine’ (dtmfya ), they do not become attached to any others. - For the 
disciples of the Mahayana ‘Greater Vehicle’ who are of keen faculties (Uksnendriya ). the emptiness of 
dharmas is taught, and immediately they know that samsara is eternally empty ( nityasunya ) and the same as 
nirvana. 

The sravakas and their scholars ( upadesdcdiya ) teach inner emptiness ( adhydtmasunyatd ): “In inner 
dharmas ( adhydtmadhanna ) there is neither ‘me’ (atmari) nor ‘mine’ (dtmfya), neither eternal entity nor 
agent ( kdraka ), neither a knower nor an experiencer ( vedaka ): this is called inner emptiness, and it is the 
same for outer emptiness.” However, they do not teach that inner and outer dharmas are empty [of their 

433 The character p 'o appearing in the fourth place in line 287b 11 should probably be removed. 

434 Cf. p. 239F, 1079F, 1685F. 
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respective characteristics]. - The Mahayanists, on the other hand, say that, in inner dharmas, the nature of 
inner dharma is absent and that in outer dharmas the nature of outer dharma is absent. 

This is what is said in the Prajnaparamita: “Form is empty of the nature of form {rupam rupatvena 
sunyam); feeling (vedana), concept ( samjnd), volition (samskdra) and consciousness ( vijnana) are empty of 
the nature [of feeling, concept, volition and] conciousness. The eye is empty of the nature of eye ( caksus 
caksustvena sunyam)', the ear ( srotra ), nose ( ghrdna ), tongue ( jihva), body {kayo) and mind organ ( manas ) 
are empty of the natures [of ear, nose, tongue, body] and mind. Color is empty of the nature of color 
{rupam rupatvena sunyam)', soumd ( sabda ), smell ( gandha ), taste (rasa), tangible ( sprastavya ) and 
dharmas are empty of the natures [of sound, smell, taste, tangible and] dharma. All these dharmas are 
empty of self nature.” 435 

Question. - [Emptiness of beings ( sattvasunyatd) and emptiness of dharmas] are two ways of teaching 
inner and outer emptiness. Which one is true? 

Answer. - Both are true. For disciples of little knowledge (, alpajndna ) and weak faculties ( mrdvindriya ), 
only the emptiness of beings is first taught, and for beings of great knowledge {mahdjndna) and keen 
faculties (tiksnendriya), the emptiness of dharmas is taught. [The Hlnayanist sravaka] is like a prisoner 
{kdrdstha) who breaks his bonds ( bandhana ), kills the prison guard {kdrddhyaksa) and can leave at will; 

[the Mahayanist is like this other one] who, out of fear of brigands ( caura ), makes a hole in the wall and 
escapes ( nihsarana ). 

Destroying only the causes and conditions of his egotism (ahamkara), the sravaka no longer produces 436 
passions ( klesa ) and eliminates the thirst for dharmas ( dharmatrsnd), but fearing the suffering of old age 
(Jard), sickness ( vyddhi), death (marana) and the evil destinies ( durgati ), he does not investigate [287c] the 
beginning of desire {kdma) and does not destroy dharmas at the root: for him, only deliverance (vimukti) is 
important. - The Mahayanist, on the other hand, destroys the prison of the triple world ( traidhdtuka ), 
subdues the armies of Mara ( mdrasend), breaks the fetters (samyojana) and eliminates the traces of the 
passions ( vdsand); he knows clearly the beginning and end of all dharmas; his penetrations (prativedha) are 
unhindered (nivarana); 7 he destroys and scatters all dharmas so well [that to his eyes] samsara is the same 
as nirvana 438 and is merged with calm ( upasama ), cessation ( nirodha ). The Mahayanist attains supreme 
perfect enlightenment {anuttard samyaksambodhi), guides all beings and makes them come out of the triple 
world. 


435 Pancavimsati, p. 128 (T 223, k. 3, p. 235al 1; k. 9, p. 288bl0; k. 16, p. 337b4, k. 21, p. 372cl 1; 373c3: tathd hi 
rupam rupatvena sunyam... yd ca rupasya sunyata na tad rupam. na canyatra sunyataya rupam. rupam eva sunyatci 
sunyataiva rupam. And so on for all dharmas of which the complete list is given by the Satasahasrika, p. 554, 6-559, 
22 . 

436 Adopting the variant pou cheng. 

437 Cf. p. 1013F, n. 1; Anguttara, V, p. 113, 116. 

438 Seep. 1142F. 
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IX. METHOD OF TEACHING EMPTINESS 


Question. - By what method (upaya) does the Mahayana destroy the dharmas? 

Answer. - [In the Phenasutta ] the Buddha said: “Form ( rupa ) bom from many causes and conditions has 
no solidity ( saratd). Waves ( taranga ) on the water produce a ball of foam ( phenapinda ) which, as soon as 
it is seen, disappears; it is the same for form.” 439 

When the four great elements ( mahabhuta ) of the present existence ( ihajanman ) are brought together, they 
produce a form, but as soon as thesse causes and conditions disappear, the form disappears along with 
them. 

The practitioner who follows the path of impermanence ( anityatdmdrga ) penetrates gradually into the door 
of emptiness ( sunyatamukha ). How is that? The dharmas that perish as soon as they are born have not even 
a moment of duration ( sthiti ) and, not having a moment of duration, are not grasped. 

Furthermore, by virtue of the characteristics of conditioned [dharmas] (samskrtalaksana), at the moment of 
production (; utpada ) there is disappearance ( vyaya ) and at the moment of disappearance there is production. 
If dharmas are already produced, production is useless; if they are not produced, production produces 
nothing. 440 Between dharma and production there can be no difference. Why? If production had the nature 
of production ( utpadalaksana ), there would have to be ‘production of production’ ( utpadotpada ), and this 
in turn would need a production: hence an infinite regression ( anavastha). 441 If the ‘production of 


4,9 Phenasutta in Samyutta, III, p. 140-141: Seyyathdpi bhikkhave ayam Gahga nadi mahantam phenapindam 
avaheyya. tam enam cakkhumdpuriso passeyya nijjhdyeyya yoniso upaparikkheyya. tassa tam passato nijjhayato 
yoniso upaparikkhato rittakanneva khayeyya tucchakanheva khayeyya asarakanheva khayeyya. kihhi siya bhikkhave 
phenapinde saro. Evam eva kho bhikkhave yam kihci rupam antanagatam paccuppannam. pe. yam dure santike va. 
tam bhikkhu passati nijjhdhati yoniso upaparikkhati. tassa tam passato nijjhayato yoniso upaparikkhato 
rittakanneva khayati tucchakanheva khdyati asarakanheva khayati. kihhi bhikkhave rupe saro. - It is as if the river 
Ganges was carrying a great ball of foam and a perceptive man saw it, contemplated it, examined it deeply and doing 
that, found it empty, hollow and worthless. What value, O monks would there be in a ball of foam? It is the same for 
no matter what form, past, future or present, distant or close, that a bhikku sees, contemplates and examines deeply. 
Doing that, he finds it empty, hollow and without value. What value, O monks, is there in fonn? 

440 Cf. Madh. karika, VII, 2 (p. 146)i 

Utpaddyas trayo vyastci ndlam laksanakarmani / 
samskrtasya samastdh syur ekatra katham ekada // 

“The three characteristics, production, etc., if they are separated, are not enough to characterize the 
conditioned; if they are brought together, how would they exist in the same place and at the same time?” Argument 
already used above, p. 922F. 

441 Cf. Madh. karika, VII, 3 (p. 147): 

Utpadasthitibhahgdndm anyat samskrtalaksanam / 
asti ced anavasthaivam nasti cet te na samskrtdh // 
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production’ did not in its turn have a production, the [initial] production would not have a production 
either. If the [initial] production did not have production, the dharma itself would not have it either. Thus, 
production does not exist (nopalabhyate), neither does disappearance ( vyaya). Therefore dharmas are 
empty (sunya), without production ( anutpada ), without destruction ( anirodha ): that is the truth. 

Finally, if dharmas exist, they end up in non-existence finally. But that which is subsequently non-existent 
should also be previously non-existent. Thus, when a man wears wooden shoes ( kasuthapddaukd) for the 
first time, they already possess [this non-existence], but as it is subtle, it is not noticed. 442 If the shoes did 
not possess this non-existence from the beginning, they would always be new. If they possess it afterwards, 
it is because they already possessed it previously. It is the same for dharmas: if they possess non-existence 
afterwards, it is because they already possess it before. 

This is why all dharmas are necessarily empty. But as the result of a mistake consisting of taking to be a 
being that which is not a being (sattva sattva iti vipaiydsa), one becomes attached to the six inner organs 
(adhydtmendriya). The yogin, however, destroys this error and this is what is calld inner emptiness 
(adhydtmasunyatd). It is the same for the outer emptiness (bahirdhdsunyatd) and the both inner and outer 
emptiness ( adhydtmabahirdhdsunyatd). 


Sunyatasunyata 

Third Section EMPTINESS 4: EMPTINESS OF EMPTINESS 

I. DEFINITION OF THE EMPTINESS OF EMPTINESSES 443 


“If production, duration and destruction in turn possessed another round of conditioned characteristics, 
there would be an infinite regression (of these rounds); but if they do not possess it, they are not conditioned.” 

The Sarvastivadin theory of secondary characteristics ( anulaksana ) affecting the characteristics of the 
conditioned, namely, production of production, etc., will be refuted by the Kosa, II, p. 224-225. See above, p. 1164F. 

442 The author has already used the example of the new garment, already used before even being worn. See above, p. 
1163F. 

443 Apart from the three samadhis of sunyatd, dnimitta and apranihita constituting the doors of deliverance (p.l213F 
seq.), the Abhidhanna authors assume a sunyatdsunyatdsamadhi, an apranihitapranihitasamadhi and an 
dnimittdnimittasamddhi, signalling an advance over the three preceding ones. 

Sunyatasamadhi, concerning the last two aspects (akdra) of the truth of suffering, considers dharmas as 
empty (sunya) and non-self ( andtman ): cf. Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 104, p. 538b; Kosabhasya, p. 449, 15. And by empty 
dharmas, these authors mean dharmas contradictory to the view of self (citmiyadrstivipaksa), without inner activity, 
without individuality ( antarvydpdrapunisarahita ), without self (atmarahita): cf. Kosabhasya, p. 400, 3, 9, 14. 

Sunyatdsunyatdsamadhi considers the sunyatasamadhi of the arhats solely as empty and not as non-self, 
becaue sunyatd is more distasteful than andtman: cf. Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 105, p. 543c 16-27; Kosa, VIII, p. 188; 
Kosabhasya, p. 450, 13-14; Kosavyakhya, p. 683, 12-21. 
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In the Pali scholasticism as well, there is a question of the emptiness of emptiness ( sunnasunnam ). For the 
Patisambhida, II, p. 178, it is the fact that the six inner organs, eye, etc., are empty of self ( atta), of ‘mine’ ( attaniya ), 
of pennanence ( nicca ), of solidity ( dhuva ), of perpetuity ( sassata ), and of unchangeability ( aviparinamadhamma ). 
According to the Commentary of the Patisambhida, III, p. 632, emptiness as emptiness is called the emptiness of 
emptiness, not determined by any other incidental word ( sunnasankhatam Surinam, na annena 
upapadenavissssesitan 'ti Surinam Surinam). 

Thus, the early masters of the Abhidharma considered emptiness as such as the lack of ‘me’ and ‘mine’, 
and professed simply the emptiness of beings ( sattvasunyata '). But they did not deny the reality of things or dharmas. 
For them, dharmas, although transitory and suffering, really existed with their self nature ( svabhdva ) and their 
characteristics ( laksana ), and non-self was one of their shared characteristics. In dharmas they grasped the mark 
(nimitta ) of non-self ( anatman ) which they qualified as empty ( sunya ), but this emptiness had the dharma itself as 
substratum (asraya). Realists and pluralists by affirming the existence of everything, viz., the five aggregates 
(, skandha ) the twelve bases of consciousness (ayatana) or the eighteen elements ( dhcitu ), they were nihilists insofar 
as they denied any substantial reality whatsoever, eternal and immutable, to this ‘everything’. 

The position of the Mahayanists is quite different. The Trade, which is their spokesman, endlessly 
criticizes the Sarvastivadins for their nimittodgrahana, their grasping at the characteristics in things and, in 
particular, their grasping at emptiness (p. 1093F, 2082F, 2130F). Seeing emptiness in dharmas is acknowledging a 
certain existence to the latter and hypostatizing the emptiness of self which characterizes them. To tell the truth, 
dharmas are not only empty of self and of ‘mine’ ( sattvasunya ), they are also empty of dharmas {dharma), empty of 
self nature and of the characteristics of dharma. Not existing in any manner, they do not lend themselves to any 
grasping. The emptiness that one thinks to find in them is nothing at all because it does not apply to anything. There 
is, therefore, not only the emptiness of beings and of things, but also the emptiness of emptiness (sunyatasunyata). 

To hypostatize it would be the height of foolishness. 

This is explained very well by Nagarjuna and his commentator Candraklrti in Madhyamakasastra, karika 
XIII, 7 (p. 245-246): 

Yac coktam asvabhavo bhavo naivasti sunyata ca bhdvandm isyate / tasmad asti sunyatdsrayo 
bhdvasvabhava iti / etad api na yujyata ity aha / 

Yadi asunyam bhavet kim cit syac sunyam iti kim can / 
na kim cid asty asunyam ca kutah sunyam bhavisyati // 

Yadi sunyata nama ka cit syat tadasrayo bhavasvabhavah syat / na tv evam / iha hi sunyata named 
sarvcidharmdndm sdmanyalaksanam ity abhyupagamad asunyadhrmabhavad asunyataiva nasti /yada casunyah 
paddrta na sand / asunyata ca nasti / taddpratipaksanirapeksatvac sunyatapi khapuspamdlavan nastity avasiyatam 
/yada ca sunyata nasti tadd tadasraya api padcirtha na santiti sthitam avikalam /. 

Transl. - We are told: “An essence without existence in itself does not exist. Now the emptiness of 
essences is postulated. Therefore there is a substratum of emptiness, namely, the existence in itself of the essences.” 
This objection also is absurd and, to refute it, Nagarjuna says: 

If something were non-empty, there could be a certain emptiness in it. 

But there is nothing that is not non-empty; then how could there be emptiness? 

If there were some ‘emptiness’, its support, namely, the existence in itself of essences, would exist. But 
that is not so. Here actually a thesis is postulated that ‘emptiness’ is a characteristic shared by all dharmas, but as 
there is no dharma that is not non-empty, non-emptiness itself does not exist either. Since there are neither non- 
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By means of [this fourth] emptiness, the emptiness of inner dharmas ( adhydtmasunyatd), the emptiness of 
outer dharmas (bahirdhasunyata) and the emptiness of both inner and outer dharmas 
(i adhyatmabahirdhasTunyata) is eliminated. Since [this fourth] emptiness destroys the [first] three 
emptinesses, it is called the emptiness of emptinesses ( sunyatasunyata). 

First, one uses [the three] emptinesses of dharmas to destroy inner and outer dharmas, and then one uses 
this [fourth] emptiness to destroy the [first] three emptinesses. This [fourth emptiness] is called the 
emptiness of emptinesses. 

Furthermore, by means of the three concentrations of emptiness ( sunyatdsamddhi ), the yogin considers 
(anupasyati) the emptiness of the five aggregates ( skandha ), obtains the eightfold noble path 
(aryastangamarga), destroys the passions ( klesa ) and obtains nirvana with residue of conditioning 
(sopadhisesanirvdna). Then, as a result of the karmic causes and conditions of his previous lifetimes 
(purvajanman ), the yogin, at the dissolution of the body after [288a] death ( kdyasya bheddt param 
marandt) abandons the eightfold path 444 and produces a concentration of emptiness of emptinesses 
(sunyatasunyatasamadhi ) called emptiness of emptinesses. 


II. DIFFERENCE BETWEEN EMPTINESSES AND EMPTINESS OF 
EMPTINESSES 


Question. - What difference is there between emptinesses and the emptiness of enmptinesses? 

Answer. - 1) The emptinesses destroy the five aggregates of attachment (pancopdddnaskandha ); the 
emptiness of emptinesses destroys the emptinesses. 

Question. - If the emptinesses are dharmas, as empty, they are already destroyed; if they are not dharmas, 
of what destruction of emptinesses is it a question here? 


empty entities nor non-emptiness, it must be accepted that in the absence of the contrary on which emptiness relies, 
it too exists no more than does a garland of sky-flowers. And since emptiness does not exist, the entities that would 
serve as its substratum do not exist; that is certain and sure. 

- This is why the Madhyamika Mahayanists keep from grasping the mark of emptiness and hypostatizing 
an emptiness that they do not see (cf. p. 925F, 1091F, 1226-29F). Carefully following the Middle Way, they are 
neither realists nor nihilists, whereas by grasping a certain emptiness in things, the Sarvastivadins, realists as they 
would like to be, are not free of some negativity. 

444 Sunyatdsamddhi provokes disgust for samsara; sunyatdsunayatdsamddhi which follows it involves disgust for 
the dharmas of the Path. By means of the knowledge and vision of deliverance ( vimuktijnanadarsana ), the ascetic 
knows that the path of cessation of suffering practiced by him no longer need be practiced ( mdrgo me bhdvito na 
punar bhavitavyah): cf. p. 1359F. 
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Answer. - When the emptinesses have destroyed all the dharmas, there remain only the emptinesses, but 
these emptinesses must in their turn be rejected after they have destroyed all the dharmas. This is why an 
emptiness of emptinesses is needed. 

2) Furthermore, the emptinesses concern (alambhante ) all the dharmas, whereas the emptiness of 
emptinesses concerns only the emptinesses. 

Thus, when a strong man (balavatpurusa) has destroyed all the brigands ( caura ), yet another individual is 
necessary in order to destroy this first strong man. The emptiness of emptinesses plays that role. 

Thus, when one swallows a remedy ( bhaisajya ), the remedy suppresses the illness ( vyddhi ), but once the 
illness has been destroyed, the remedy in turn must be rejected. If the remedy were not rejected, there 
would be sickness again. 445 In the same way, when one has destroyed the sicknesses of the passions 
(,klesavyddhi ) by means of the emptinesses, it is to be feared lest these emptinesses themselves present 
drawbacks ( upadrava ) in turn. This is why recourse is made to another emptiness to destroy the previous 
ones: it is called emptiness of emptinesses. 

3) Finally, as this last emptiness destroys the other seventeen emptinesses, it is called emptiness of 
emptinesses ( sunyatdsunyatd). 


Mahasunyata 

Fourth Section EMPTINESS 5: GREAT EMPTINESS OR 
EMPTINESS OF THE TEN DIRECTIONS 

I. GREAT EMPTINESS IN THE TWO VEHICLES 


This is about the great emptiness ( mahasunyata). 

1) In the sravaka system, it is the emptiness of dharmas (dharmasunyata) that is the great emptiness 
{mahasunyata). 

\Mahdsunyatdsutra.\ - Thus it is said in the Ta-k’ong king (Mahasunyatasutra) of the Tsa-a han 
(Samyuktagama): It is said that old age and death has birth ( jdtipratyayam jardmaranam) as condition. In 
this regard, if somebody said: ‘This is old age and death’ or ‘Old age and death belong to this man’ ( asya 
vd jardmaranam ), the two statements together would be wrong views ( mithyadrsti ). Actually, the man to 


444 Example borrowed from Kasyapaparivarta, §63-65; see above, p. 1227, n. 
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whom old age and death belongs is empty of being ( sattvasunyata) and old age and death is empty of 
dharma {dharmasunyatd). ” 446 

2) On the other hand, the Mahayanasutras say that the ten directions (dis) are empty of characteristics of the 
ten directions ( dasadiglaksanasunya ) 447 and that that is the great emptiness (mahasunyata). 


II. SIZE OF THE DIRECTIONS 


Question. - Why is the emptiness of the ten directions ( dasadiksunyata) called great emptiness 
{mahasunyata)! 

Answer. - The directions, the east (purvd dis), etc., being limitless (, ananta ), are called great. They are 
called great because they are omnipresent ( sarvatraga ), because they include all forms (rupa), because they 


446 By mahasunyata, the sravakas mean the twofold emptiness of beings and things ( sattva- and dharma-simyata), 
while the Mahayanists see in it the emptiness of the ten spatial directions ( diksunyata'). 

The twofold emptiness of beings and things is taught in a canonical sutra mentioned three times by the 
Traite : k. 18, p. 192c26-27, see above, p. 1079F); k. 31, p. 288al2 (the present passage); k. 31, p. 295b27 (see 
below, p. 2143F). 

This sutra is entitled Mahasunyatasutra (or Mahasunyata ndma dharmaparyaya) in the Sanskrit 
Samyuktagama ( Nidanasamyukta , ed. C. Tripathi, p. 152-157), Ta k’ongfa in the Chinese version (T 99, no. 297, p. 
84cl l-85al0). It has as correspondent in the Pali Samyutta (II, 60-63) a suttanta entitled Avijjapaccayd. Here is the 
translation of the Sanskrit: 

The scene takes place among the Kuru. Then the Blessed One addressed the monks: ”1 will teach you the 
Dharma that is good at the beginning, good in the middle and good at the end”, up to: “I will reveal it to you”, 
namely, the religious teaching died Great Vehicle. Listen then, reflect well as is appropriate. I will speak.” 

What are the religious teachings of great emptiness? They are: ”If this is, then that is; from the production 
of this, that is produced, namely, the formations have as condition ignorance”, up to “such is the origin.. 

It is said that “old age-death has as condition birth”, and some people may ask what is old age-death and to 
whom does it belong? Somebody might answer: “This is old age-death”, or “Old age death belongs to this person”. 
Somebody else might answer: “The vital principle is identical with the body”, or “The vital principle is different 
from the body”. These two answers would be identical (in error) and different (only) in the letter. 

As long as the wrong view that consists of saying that the vital principle is the same as the body persists, 
the religious life is impossible. As long, O monks, as the wrong view that consists of saying that the vital principle is 
different from the body persists, the religious life is impossible. 

There is a middle path that avoids these two extremes: it is the right view, noble, supramundane, correct 
and free of error, affirming (simply) that old age and death has birth as condition. 

- Below (p. 2143F), the Traite will place the Mahasunyatasutra among the rare texts of the Tripitaka 
where dharmasunyatd is taught. 

447 See above (p. 2143F) the definition of mahasunyata proposed by all the great Prajhdpdramitasutras. 
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exist eternally, because they benefit people ( loka ) and because they prevent people from becoming 
disoriented. 448 This is why the emptiness that can destroy these ten directions is called great emptiness. 

The other emptinesses that destroy the dharmas coming from causes and conditions (pratvtyasamutpanna ), 
conditioned dharmas (samskrta), coarse ( auddrika ) dharmas that are easy to destroy, are not called great. 
By contrast, the directions are not dharmas coming from causes and conditions or conditioned dharmas: 
they are subtle ( suksma ) dharmas and difficult to destroy. This is why [the emptiness that destroys them] is 
called great emptiness. 


III. THE DIRECTIONS EXIST ONLY IN RELATIVE TRUTH 


Question. - However, in the Buddhist system, there is no question of the directions: they are not included 
(samgrhvta) among the three unconditioned ( asamskrta ), namely, space (akdsa), cessation due to 
knowledge (pratisamkhyanirodha ) and the cessation not due to knowledge ( apratisamkhyanirodha ). 49 
Then why do you claim that there are directions that you define as eternal ( nitya ) entities, unconditioned 
dharmas ( anabhisaamskrtadhrma ), dharmas not coming from causes and conditions 
(i apratityasamutpanna ), dharmas without formation ( asamskdradharma ), subtle ( suksma ) dharmas? 

Answer. - It is true that in the treatises of the sravakas the directions do not occur, but according to the 
Mahayana system, they exist in relative truth ( samvrtisatya ). From the absolute point of view 
( paramdrtha ), all dharmas are non-existent ( anupalabdha ) and the directions in particular. 

Just as the complex of the five aggregates is metaphorically (prajnapyate ) called ‘being’, in the same way 
the complex of forms derived from the four great elements ( caturmahdbhutopdddyarupasdmagri ), where 


448 Above (p. 76F, 595-597F, 922-923F0, the Traite has already alluded to one or another category of the heretical 
system of the Vaisesikas. Here it adopts, blit only provisionally, the Vaisesika concept of dis, the spatial orientation 
or direction of things, a concept which the Buddhists have always rejected. According to the VaisesikaOutra of 
Kanada (I, I, 5), the universe is composed of nine substances ( dravya ): earth ( prthivi), water (apas), fire ( tejas ), air 
(vayu ), the ether (akdsa), time (kdla), spatial direction (dis), the soul (atmari) and mind (manas). Five of these 
substances, earth, water, fire, air and mind, are called active; the other four, ether, time, direction and the soul are 
inactive. Besides, five of them, ether, time, spatial direction, the soul and mind are eternal; the other four, earth, 
water, fire and air are each considered to be eternal or non-eternal as the case may be. The atoms of earth, water, fire 
and air are bathed in the ether (akdsa) and are arranged according to two principles: time (kdla) and spatial direction 
(dis). - See the summary of the system in Inde Classique, II, p. 65-74; R. Grousset, Philosophies indiennes, I, p. 69- 
84; J. Filliozat, Les Philosophies de I’Inde , Paris, 1970, p. 91-95. 

449 It is often a question of the ten directions in Buddhist texts (cf. p. 445F, n. 3), but they do not appear in the list of 
75 dharmas (72 samskrtas and 3 asamskrtas) prepared by the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasikas, or in the list of 100 
dharmas of the Vijnanavadins (cf. R Kimura, The original and developed Doctrines of Indian Buddhism in Charts, 
Calcutta, 1920, p. 14, 55). The Buddhists have undoubtedly thought that dis made akdsa redundant. Besides, the 
Traite (p. 923F) condemned the nine dravya s of the Vaisesikas. 
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such and such localization is distinguished, is called ‘direction’ metaphorically. The place where the sun 
rises is [288b] the eastern direction ( purva dis ); the place where the sun sets is the western direction 
( pascima dis): those are the directions. These directions spontaneously ( svarasena ) exist eternally; 
therefore they do not come from causes and conditions (pratvtyasamutpanna ). Neither is it about actual 
existences preceded by an earlier non-existence, nor of later non-existences preceded by an present 
existence; they are not formations ( samskdra ) and they are not known by direct perception ( pratyaksa); 
therefore they are subtle ( suksma ) dharmas. 

Question. - If the directions are truly real, how can they be destroyed? 

Answer. - Did you not understand what 1 just said? These directions exist in relative truth (samvrtisatya) 
but, from the absolute point of view ( paramdrtha ), they are [fundamentally] destroyed. By saying that they 
exist in relative truth, I do not fall into the [wrong view] of nihilism ( ucchedadrsrti ); by saying that, from 
the absolute viewpoint, they are destroyed, I do not fall into the [wrong view] of eternalism ( sdsvatadrsti ). 
In summary ( samksepena ), that is what great emptiness means. 

Question. - But emptiness of the absolute ( paramarthasunyata, no. 6) also destroys the unconditioned 
(asamskrta) dharmas, the dharmas not coming from causes and conditions ( apratityasamutpanna ), the 
subtle ( suksma ) dharmas. Why then is it not called ‘great’? 

Answer. - Since the adjective ‘great’ is being applied here to ‘great emptiness ( mahdsunyatd, no. 5), the 
emptiness of the absolute {paramarthasunyata, no. 6) will not be qualified as ‘great’. But even though 
absolute emptiness is qualified differently, it really is great: the supramundane ( lokottara ) in its quality of 
nirvana is great; and the universe {loka), in its quality of directions {dis), is great. This is why the emptiness 
of the absolute, it too, is great. 


IV. WRONG VIEWS DESTROYED BY GREAT EMPTINESS 


Finally, because it destroys the major wrong views {mithyadrsti), [the emptiness of the directions] is called 
great. 

Let us suppose that a yogin 450 wants to make his loving-kindness ( maitri) spread to the beings of a certain 
kingdom ( rdstra ) of the eastern direction, then to the beings of another kingdom [of the east], and so on. If 
he says: “My loving-kindness applies completely to all the kingdoms of the east”, he falls into the wrong 
view of a finite world ( antavdnlokah ); and if he says: “My loving-kindness does not completely apply to all 
these kingdoms”, he falls into the wrong view of an infinite world {anantavan lokah). 51 By thus producing 
these two wrong views, he loses his mind of loving-kindness. 

450 This is a yogin practicing the meditation on loving-kindness {maitri), the first of the four apramanas or 
hrahmavihdras (cf. p. 1239F seq.). 

451 The theories of a finite or infinite world have been put among the fourteen difficult questions to which the 
Buddha refused to reply: cf. P. 154-158F, 421F, 423F, 529F, 1589F, 1682F, etc. 
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If the yogin uses the emptiness of the directions ( diksunyatd) to destroy this direction of the east, he 
destroys the wrong views of a finite world and an infinite world. - If he does not use the emptiness of the 
directions to destroy the direction of the east, he prolongs in himself the thought of the eastern direction and 
this prolongation being endless, his mind of loving-kindness ( maitncitta) vanishes and wrong thoughts 
arise. 

Thus, when the great sea ( mahdsamudra ), has reached its usual limits (mayada) at the time of the tide 
(parisyanda ), the water recedes and the fish 452 ( matsya ) that do not withdraw with it are left wriggling on 
the shore, suffering horrible torments. If the fish are wise, they withdraw with the water and find definitive 
safety. In the same way, the yogin who does not withdraw following the mind [of loving-kindness] is left 
wriggling in wrong views ( mithyadrsti ), but if he withdraws following the mind, he does not lose the mind 
of loving-kindness. 

Therefore, because it destroys the major wrong views, [the emptiness of the directions] is called great 
emptiness. 


Paramarthasunyata 

Fifth Section EMPTINESS 6: EMPTINESS OF THE ABSOLUTE OR 
OF NIRVANA 

I. DEFINITION AND SYNONYMS OF THE ABSOLUTE" 


452 The image of the fish that dries up in the absence of water ( macho appodake) is canonical: Suttanipata, v. 777 (p. 
152), 936 (p. 183); Theragatha, v. 362 (p. 40), 387 (p. 43); Mahaniddesa, II, p. 408. 

453 Here paramarthasunyata is not taken in the sense of emptiness in the true sense of the word, but of emptiness of 
the paramartha, i.e., of nirvana. The two terns are often synonymous: paramattho vuccati amatam nibbanam 
(Cullaniddesa, p. 197). 

The Traite intercedes here in the controversy between the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasika and the Sautrantika 
concerning the asamskrta of which nirvana is a part. It has been discussed in detail by L. de La Vallee Poussin, 
Documents d’Abhidharma, BEFEO, XXX, 1930, p. 1-28, 247-298, but it should be summarized briefly. 

According to scripture, unlike conditioned dharmas ( samskrta ), form, etc., the asamskrta has neither 
production ( utpcidci ), disappearance (vyaya) nor duration-modification (sthityanyathatva): cf. Aiiguttara, I, p. 192; 
Kathavatthu, p. 61; Nidanasamyukta, p. 139; Pancavimsati, p. 168; Satasahasrika, p. 1262. 

1) The Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasikas posit three asamskrtas: space (akasa) and the two cessations ( nirodha ), 
the cessation due to knowledge ( pratisamkhyanirodha ) and the cessation not due to knowledge 
(apratisamkhyanirodha ): cf. Kosa, I, p. 8. 

Akasa has as its nature the non-hindering of form ( rupandvaranasvabhava ) and giving way to it: Kosa, I, 

P-8. 

Pratisamkhyanirodha, or nirvana properly called, is disjunction from the impure dharmas ( sasravair 
dharmair visamyogah), a disjunction of which one takes possession by means of a certain knowledge ( prajnavisesa ): 
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1) The absolute ( paramartha ) is the true nature of dharmas (dharmanam bhutalaksanam or dharmata) 
because it is indestructible and inalterable. This true nature of dharmas itself is empty ( sunya ). Why? 
Because there is no grasping ( updddna ) or attachment ( abhinivesa ) [in regard to it]. If the true nature of 
dharmas existed, one would be able to take it and become attached to it, but as it does not really exist, one 
does not take it and one does not become attached to it. If one does take it and becomes attached to it, that 
is a mistake. 


the pratisamkhyana, the understanding of the four Buddhist truths (aryasatyanam pratisamkhyanam ): cf. Kosa, I, p. 
9. 

Apratisamkhyanirodha is also a cessation, but is different from the preceding disjunction ( visamyogad 
anyah). It is an absolute obstacle to the production of future dhannas ( andgatanam dharmanam 
utpadasyatyantavighnabhuta). It is obtained, not by understanding of the Buddhist truths, but by the insufficiency of 
causes for birth ( pratyayavaikalya ): cf. Kosa, I, p. 10. 

The Sarvastivadins consider the three asamskrtas to be real and claim that there really (asti) exists a 
dhanna to be inwardly realized by the saints (aryaih pratyatmavedyah), a real and distinct entity, good and eternal 
( nityam kusalam dravyantaram ) called pratisamkhyanirodha or nirvana: cf. Kosabhasya, p. 92, 2-3. 

2) The Sautrantikas and, in particular, Vasubandhu define the asamskrtas in quite another way: 

Akasa is merely the absence of the tangible ( sprastavyabhavamatra ). Thus people who do not come across 
any obstacle in the dark say that there is space: cf. Kosa, II, p. 279. 

Pratisamkhyanirodha or nirvana is the cessation of the passions and already produced births 
(utpannanusayajanmanirodha ) and the absence of production of any other passions and other births 
(i anyasyanutpada ), and this by the power of understanding the truths ( pratisamkhyabalena ): cf. Kosa, II, p. 279; 
Kosabhasya, p. 92, 5-6. 

Apratisamkhyanirodha, independently of the understanding of the truths and by virtue of the insufficiency 
of the causes of birth, is the absence of production of any dhanna ( vinaiva pratisamkhyaya pratyayavaikalyad 
anutpadah): cf. Kosa, II, p. 279; Kosabhasya, p. 92, 7. 

Having thus defined the asamskrtas in terms of absence, the Sautrantikas deny any reality to them: Sarva 
evasamskrtam adravyam: Kosabhasya, p. 92, 3-4. 

3) For the Prajnaparamita, all dhannas, conditioned or unconditioned, are empty of their respective 
characteristics and consequently escape any predication; they are thus neither to be grasped (pcirigraha ) nor to be 
abandoned ( utsarga): Yac ca samskrtanam dharmanam laksanam yac casamskrtanam dharmanam laksanam evena 
laksanena sarva ete dharmdh simyah (above, p. 2035F) 

According to the Pancavirnsati, p. 234, 21-236, 7, akasa does not lend itself to any qualification; it is not 
grasped (na labhyate nopalabhyate); it is neither object nor non-object of speech ( na pravydha.ro ndpravydhdrdh). 

The Astasahasrika, p. 50-51, the Pancavirnsati, p. 134-135 and the Satasah., p. 615 seq., praise the 
wandering ascetic Srenika who, taught by the Buddha and trusting in his word, neither welcomed nor rejected any 
dhanna: "He did not even think of nirvana, basing himself on the fact that no dhanna can be either taken nor 
abandoned. Why? Because the non-taking, the non-rejecting of dharmas is the perfection of wisdom” ( sa 
nirvanenapi na manyate sarvadharmdparigrahdnutsargatdm upaddyam tat kasya hetoh? yah sarvadharmdndm 
aparigraho ‘nutsargah sa prajndpdramitd). 
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2) Furthermore, the dharma supreme among all dharmas ( paramadharma ) is called nirvana. Thus it is said 
in the Abhidharma: 454 “What are the dharmas surpassed by others ( sottara )? These are: a) all conditioned 
dharmas ( samskrtadharma ); b) space (akasa); c) cessation not due toknowledge ( apratisamkhyanirodha ). - 
What is the unsurpassed (, anuttara ) dharma? It is cessation due to knowledge (pratisamkhyanirodha)” 55 
But cessation due to knowledge is nirvana. 


II. EMPTINESS OF NIRVANA 


[288c] In nirvana, there is no nature of nirvana ( nirvanalaksana ), and the emptiness of nirvana is the 
emptiness of the absolute ( paramarthasunyata). 

Question. - If nirvana is empty and without nature, why do the saints enter into the three Vehicles (ydna ) 
and enter into nirvana? Furthermore, it is said that “all the teachings of the Buddha lead to nirvana” 
(nirvanaparyavasanah sarve buddhadharmah) 456 like waves all enter into the sea. 


454 Prakaranapada, T 1541, k. 4, p. 64829-cl; T 1542, k. 6, p. 716a5-6. This passage appears in chap. VI, the 
Samgrahavibhciga (?), counting among the last four chapters of the Prakaranapada attributed by the Traite (p. 1 IF, n. 
1) to the Kasmirian arhats. 

455 Cf. Kosavyakhya, p. 440, 20-24: Anasrava api samskrta asamskrtaih sottardh. asamskrtdnam nityavat. 
asamskrtav cipy dkdsdpratisamkhydnirodhau pratisamkhyanirodhena sottarau. pratisamkhydnirodhasya 
kusalanityavat. moksas te anuttarah na hi nirvanad visistatamam asti. - Even though they are pure, the samskrta are 
surpassed ( sottara iti satisayah) by the asamskrta, for the latter are eternal. Two asamskrta also, akasa and 
apratisamkhyanirodha, are surpassed by the pratisamkhyanirodha because the latter is good and eternal. But 
deliverance ( moksa = pratisamkhyanirodha) itself is not surpassed, for there is nothing superior to nirvana. 

The distinction between surpassed ( sottara ) dhannas and unsurpassed ( anuttara ) dhannas appears 
frequently in the Abhidharma treatises: cf. Dhammasangani, p. 225, 263-264; AtthasalinI, p. 50; Vibhanga, p. 19, 
etc. 

456 Mulasutta in Aiiguttara, V, p. 107, 1 l(Madhyama, T 26, k. 28, p. 602cl6): nibbanapariyosana sabbe dhamma. - 
Cf. the expression nibbaninna, nibbanapona, nibbdnapabbhara: Majjhima, I, p. 493; Samyutta, V, p. 28-40, etc. 
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Answer. - There ‘is’ (, asti ) a nirvana: 457 it is the supreme jewel ( paramaratna ), the dharma without superior 
(i anuttaradharma ), 458 and it is of two kinds: i) nirvana with residue of conditioning ( sopadhisesanirvdna ); 


457 To deny nirvana is equivalent to denying Buddhism. This is why all the scholars, whatever their school, say that 
nirvana ‘is’ (asti), but the meaning of the verb should be understood. 

1) For the Sarvastivadins, no difficulty, for they consider the asamskrta to be an existence ( bhava ). 

2) For the Sautrantikas, the question is more delicate since they plead ‘non-existence’ (abhava) for 
nirvana: cf. p. 2012F. Flere is their explanation: We do not say definitely that asamskrta does not exist, but the latter 
is such as has been said by us ( na vai nasty evasamskrtam iti brumah, etat tu tadidrsam yathasmabhir uktam). Thus 
there ‘is’ a prior non-existence of sound (before it has been emitted) and there ‘is’ a later non-existence of sound 
(after it has been emitted) and yet it is not established that this non-existence is an existence; it is the same as with 
the unconditioned ( tadyatha asti sabdasya prdgabhdvo ‘stipascadabhdva ity ucyate, atha ca punarndbhdvo bhavah 
sidhyati. evam asamskrtam api drastavyam). However, a certain non-existence, very worthy of praise, does ‘exist’: 
the absolute non-existence of any torment; it is superior to the others and consequently merits receiving praise 

(i abhavo ‘pi ca kascit prsasyatcuno bhavati yah sakalasyopadravasyatyantdbhava ity anyesam so ‘gra iti prasamsdm 
labdhum arhati ): cf. Kosabhasya, p. 93, 5-9). - In a word, the verb ‘to be’ does not mean ‘to exist’. 

3) In chap. XXV of his Mulamadhyamaka, Nagarjuna describes his concept of nirvana and the summary in 
a few words in karika 9 (p. 529): 

Ya ajavamjavibhava upadaya pratitya va / 
so ‘pratitydnupaddya nirvanam upadisyate // 

Literally: The presence of comings and goings in ‘relation to’ or ‘in dependence on’ is defined as nirvana, 
setting aside this relation and this dependency. 

Candraklrti comments: Janmamaranaparampardprabandhasyapratitya vanupaddya va ydpravrttr 
nirvanam iti vyavasthapyate. - The non-functioning of the continuity of births and deaths in the absence of all 
relationship and dependency (in respect to anything at all) is established as nirvana. 

The continuity of births and deaths, i.e., samsara, has never functioned since everything is empty, and 
nirvana should be understood as the non-functioning (apravrtti) of a samsara that has never started. 

That being so, nirvana cannot be either bhava ‘being’ (st. 4-6) or abhava ‘not being’ (st. 7-8) or a higher 
synthesis of being and not being (st. 11). Let us admit frankly that it escapes the metaphysical realm; it is only a being 
for argument’s sake, “if, by a being for argument’s sake, we mean something that is not at all” (Descartes). The 
Ratnavali (cited in Madh. vrtti, p. 524) defines it: bhdvdbhdvapararsaksaya, the elimination of any mind of existence 
or of non-existence. 

On the Nagarjunian nirvana, a good description in R. Grousset, Les Philosophies indiennes, I, Paris, 1931, 
p. 261-263. 

4;,s Pasddasutta in Anguttara, II, p. 34 (Tseng-yi-a-han, T 125, k. 12, p. 602a 11-13) often reproduced in other sutras 
(Anguttara, II, p. 35; Itivuttaka, p. 88): 

Ycivatci dhammd sahkhatd va asahkhatd va virago tesam dhammdnam aggam cikkhdyati ycididam 
madanimmadano pipdsavinayo dlayasamugghdto vttupacchedo tanhakkhayo virago niodho nibbdnam. - Of all the 
conditioned or unconditioned dhannas, the best is detachment, namely, the disintoxication of pride, the regulating of 
thirst, the crushing of the supports, the breaking of the functioning, the exhaustion of thirst, detachment, cessation, 
nirvana. 
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ii ) nirvana without residue of conditioning ( nirupadhisesanirvana ). The nirvana with residue of 
conditioning is the cutting off of all the passions, thirst, etc. (sarvesam trsnadiklesanam prahanam ); the 
nirvana without residue of conditioning is the exhaustion of the five aggregates assumed by the saint 
(aryopattanam pancaskandhdndm kusayah) during the present life and the fact that they will not be taken 
up anew. Therefore it is impossible to say that there is no nirvana. 

But hearing the name of nirvana pronounced, beings produce wrong views (; mithyadrsti ), become attached 
(i abhinivisante ) to the sound ( ghosa ) of nirvana and provoke futile discussions {prapanca ) on its existence 
(bhava) or its non-existence ( abhdva ). It is in order to destroy these prejudices ( abhinivesa) that the 
emptiness of nirvana {nirvanasunyata) is taught here. 

If people are attached to existence {bhava), they are attached to samsara; if they are attached to non¬ 
existence {abhdva), they are attached to nirvana. [For myself], I destroy the nirvana, the one that is desired 
{abhinivista) by worldly people ( prthagjana ); I do not destroy nirvana, the one that is grasped {upalabdha) 
by the saints (diya). Why? Because the saints do not grasp any characteristic {na nimittam udgrhnanati) in 
any dharma. 

Furthermore, the passions, thirst, etc. {trsnddiklesa) are metaphorically called (prajnapyante) ‘bonds’ 
{bandhana). If the path {mdrga) is cultivated, these bonds are untied and the deliverance {vimukti) called 
nirvana is obtained: apart from that there is no dharma that is ‘nirvana ’. 459 

Imagine a man bound in chains who, once he is freed, engages in vain chatter, saying: ’’Here are the chains, 
here are the feet, what then is deliverance?” This man is foolish to look for a dharma ‘deliverance’ outside 
the feet and chains. Beings do the same thing when they seek a dharma ‘deliverance’ elsewhere than the 
chains of the five aggregates {skandha). 

Finally, dharmas are not separate from the absolute ( paramartha) and the absolute is not separate from the 
true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas. The result is that the emptiness of the true nature of dharmas is the 
‘emptiness of the absolute’. These are the various names used to designate the emptiness of the absolute. 


The Sanskrit fonnula, more concise, is in the Divyavadana, p. 154, 155: Avadanasataka, I, p. 50, 330; 
Kosabhasya, p. 93, 4-5: Yo kecid dharma samskrtd vasamskrta vd virdgas tesam agra dkhydyate. - Very close to the 
Pali, Mahavastu, II, p. 285, 20-21; III, p. 200, 11-12. 

The topic in question bears the name aggappasada in Pali, agraprajhapti in Sanskrit. 

459 ££ Tsa-a-han, T 99, no. 306, k. 13, p. 88a9-12, cited in Kosabhasya, p. 93, 23-94, 2: yat svalpasya 
duhkhasydsesaprahanam pratinihsargo vyantibhavah ksayo virago nirodho vyupasamo ‘stamgamah anyasya ca 
duhkhasayapratisamdhir anutpado ‘pradurbhdvah, etat kdntam etatpranitam yaduta sarvopadhipratinihsargas 
trsnaksayo virago nirodho nirvanam. - The complete destruction of the least suffering, its rejection, its purification, 
its exhaustion; the detachment, the suppression, the pacification, the disappearance of this suffering; the non-rebirth, 
the non-production, the non-appearance of another suffering, that is what is cherished by the saints), that is excellent, 
namely, the rejection of all upadhi (= skandha), the exhaustion of thirst, renunciation, suppression, nirvana. 

The Sautrantikas use this sutra to support their thesis of nirvana as pure non-existence ( abhavamdtra): cf. 
Kosa, II, p. 284. 
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Samkrtasamskrtasunyata 

Sixth Section EMPTINESSES 7 AND 8: EMPTINESS OF THE 
CONDITIONED AND EMPTINESS OF THE UNCONDITIONED 


Conditioned dharmas ( samskrtadharma ) are dharmas comng from a complex of causes and conditions 
(hetupratyayasaamgryutpanna), namely, the five aggregates {pahcaskandha ), the twelve bases of 
consciousness ( dvddasdyatana ) and the eighteen elements ( astddasadhadtu ). The unconditioned dharmas 
(i asamkrtadharma ) are dharmas without causes or conditions, eternal ( nitya ), unborn ( anutpanna ), 
undestroyed ( animddha ) and like space (akdsasama). 60 


I. THE TWOFOLD EMPTINESS OF THE CONDITIONED 


Here, the samskrtadharmas are empty for two reasons: 

1) They are empty because they have neither ‘me’ (atmari) nor ‘mine’ (dtmfyd) and because eternity {nitya), 
immutability (aviparinamadharma) are lacking in them. 461 

2) The samskrtadharmas are empty of samskrtadharma characteristics, are not born ( notpadyante ), do not 
perish {na nirudhyante ), do not exist ( nopalabhyante ). 462 


460 Cf. the canonical definitions: 

Anguttara, I, p. 152. - Thin ’ imani bhikkhave sahkhatassa sankhatalakkhanani / katamdni tini? / uppddo 
pannayati vayopannayati thitassa annathattampannayati / ...tin ’ imani bhikkhave sahkhatassa asahkhatakkhanani / 
karakmdni tini? / na uppddo pannayati na vayo pannayati na thitassa annathattam pannayati... 

Nidanasamyukta, p. 139. -Dvayam idam samskrtan casamskrtah ca/tatra samskftasyotpddo ‘pi 
prajndyate vyayo ‘pi sthityanyathdtvam api / asamskrtasya naivotpadah prajndyate na vyayo na sthityanyathdtvam. 
On this topic and its numerous variations, see above, p. 36F, n. 2; 1163F, n. 1. 

461 Here this is the emptiness of being ( sattvasimyata) or the doctrine of the anatman, already professed by the 
canonical scriptures and defined by the Abhidhamma (Cullaniddesa, p. 279; Patisambhida, I, p. 109: 

Visuddhimagga, p. 561) in the following way: Surinam attena vd attaniyena vd niccena va dhuvena va sassatena va 
aviparinamadhammena vd. - Empty of self, of ‘mine’, of eternity, of solidity, of pennanency, of immutability. 

46i Here this is the emptiness of things ( dharmasinyata) added to the preceding by the Mahayanists. The samskrtas 
are, in addition, empty of characteristics of samskrta in the sense that they are witout production ( utpdda ), without 
destruction (vyaya) and without duration-alteration ( sthityanyathdtva). This is their purity ( visuddha ). 

Satasahasrika, p. 842, 12-10 (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 146, 18-147, 7): Kin iti bhagavan visuddhita/- bhagavan 
aha/anutpddah/anirodhah/.... evam asamvidyamdnd tenocyate ‘vidyetil Transl. - What, O Blessed One, is purity? - 
The Blessed One replied: Non-production, non-destruction, non-defilement, non-purification, non-appearance, non¬ 
grasping, non-functioning of all dharmas, that is purity. This is how, O Saradvatlputra, the bodhisattva-mahasattva 
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Question. - Since the ‘me’, the ‘mine’ and eternity are absent in them, they are empty. Why do you say 
further that the samskrtadharmas are empty of characteristics of samskrtadharma ? 

Answer. - Since there is no being ( sattva = atman), these dharmas are without basis ( apratisthdna ). Since 
they have no eternity, they have no time of duration ( sthitikdla ), and not having any duration, they are non¬ 
existent (anupalabdhd). From that, we know that these dharmas are empty. [289a] 

Question. - In the samskrtadharmas, eternity is absent. Is this lack [of eternity] an emptiness of being 
( sattvasiinyata) or an emptiness of things ( dharmasunyatd)! 

Answer. - 1) Some speak about an [eternal] atman. But it is as a result of a mental error ( vipaiydsa ) that 
they posit an eternal atman: this emptiness of eternity ( nityasunyatd) introduces the emptiness of beings 
( sattvasiinyata). 463 

2) Others claim to consider the mind ( citta ) as eternal. Thus Fan T’ien-wang (Brahma devaraja) said that 
the four great elements (mahdbhuta) and material derived ( updddyarupa ) from the four great elements are 
non-eternal, whereas the mind (citta, manas) or the consciousness (vijndna) is eternal. 464 [Now the mind is 
not eternal]: this emptiness of eternity introduces the emptiness of things ( dharmasunyatd). 


does not train in any dharma. Why? Because dhannas do not exist as foolish lay-people would have them. - 
Saradvatlputra asked: How, O Blessed One, do these dharmas exist? - The Blessed One answered: They exist by not 
existing. Not to know this is ‘ignorance’. 

463 In the words of the incessantly repeated canonical saying: Yad aniccam tam dukkham, yam dukkham tad anatta. 
But impermanence does not explain the emptiness of beings alone, i.e., their non-individuality, it explains also the 
emptiness of dhannas called ‘conditioned’. Actually entities without ‘me’ and ‘mine’ do not exist in themselves, do 
not exist by themselves, and are empty of self nature and characteristics. 

464 Kevaddhasutta of DTgha, I, p. 211-223 (Tch’ang-a-han, T 1, k. 16, p. 101 b-102c): The grhapatiputra Kevaddha, 
wishing to know where the great elements, earth, water, fire and wind definitively perish, uses his magical powers to 
go to the heavens and questions all the deities of the desire realm and the fonn realm successively. The gods confess 
their ignorance except for Mahabrahma, the great god of the fourth dhyana who, unable to answer, avoids the 
question by boasting: “I am Brahma, the great Brahma, the conqueror, never vanquished, the witness of everything, 
the sovereign, the lord, the agent, the creator, the best, the instigator, the mother, the father of beings present and 
future” (i aham asmi brahma mahabrahma abhibhu anabhibhuto anhdatthudaso vasavattiissaro kattd nimmdtd 
settho sahjita vastpita bhutabhavyanam). Then taking Kevaddha aside, he acknowledged himself to be unable to 
answer the question and advised him to go to consult the Buddha. The latter told Kevaddha that the four great 
elements endlessly disappear into the invisible Consciousness, infinite, brilliant in every way ( vinhanam 
anidassanam anantam sabbato paham) and that, by the elimination from the consciousness of all the great elements, 
all ncunci rupa, are destroyed (vihhanassa nirodhena etth ’ etatn uparujjhati). 

The expression sabbato paham is difficult. Rhys Davids ( Dialogues , I, p. 283) gives it as “accessible from 
every side”, but proposes, in the Pali Dictionary, s.v. paha, the translation “giving up entirely”. The Chinese 
translation of the DTgha (T 1, p. 102c 17) understands: tseuyeou kouang “shining by itself’. 

The Kevaddhasutta is often mentioned by the Abhidhanna authors to prove that dissimulation ( mdya) and 
hypocrisy ( scithya) exist up to the realm of Brahma. But these writers make the bhiksu Asvajit the hero of the story 
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3) Finally, others say: “The five aggregates ( skandha ) are eternal. Thus the aggregate of form 
(rupaskandha), although it suffers transformations ( parinama ), does not perish, nor do the other [four], 
such as the mind.” 465 We, however, proclaim the emptiness of the five aggregates, i.e., the emptiness of 
things ( dharmasunyata). 

Therefore the emptiness of eternity introduces the emptiness of things. 


II. CONDITIONED AND UNCONDITIONED ARE INTERDEPENDENT IN 
EMPTINESS 465 


Furthermore, the yogin considers the true nature (bhutalaksana) of the samskrtadharmas and the 
asamskrtadharmas : they have no agent ( kdraka ); since they exist as a result of a complex of causes and 
conditions ( hetupratyayasmamagri ), they are all false and deceptive; they arise from memories and 
thought-constructions ( anusmaranavikalpa ); they occur neither on the inside nor on the outside nor in 
between the two ( nddhydtmam nabahirdha nobhciyam antarenopalabhyante ); 467 they are the result of the 
mistaken visions of worldly people (prthagjana ). The wise man finds no self natures ( svalaksana ) in these 


and introduce some modifications into Brahma’s boasts: aham asmi brahma isvarah karta nirmata srasta srjah 
pitrbhuto bhutanam: cf. Nyayanusara, T 1562, k. 12, p. 399a7; Karikavibhasa, T 1563, k. 6, p. 804c3. 

On Brahma’s pride, see also HBbBgirin, p. 115. 

465 Those who affirm that everything exists, past, future and present, are the Sarvastivadins (Kosabhasya, p. 296, 4: 
ye hi sarvam astiti vadanti, atitam artagatam pratyutpannam ca te sarvativadah). Their opponents, the Sautrantikas 
and Madhyamikas, do not fail to underline the lack of logic in their position. It is arbitrary to claim that the self 
nature ( svabhava ) of dharmas is eternal when their being ( bhava ) is transitory and undergoes variations with time. 
Hence this stanza (Kosabhasya, p. 298, 21-22; Panjika, p. 581, 11-12): 

Svabhavah sarvada casti bhavo nityas ca nesyate / 
na ca svabhavad bhavo ‘nyo vyaktam Tsvaracestitam // 

“The self nature always exists, but you deny that the being is eternal and that the being is different from 
the self nature. That is indeed the gesture of a dictator!” 

4M ’ By virtue of the law of the interdependence of opposites (pratidvandvisddhcirmya ), “there where a given thing is 
not, its opposite is not” (Madh. vrtti, p. 287, 15: ihayo nasti na tasya pratidvandvividyate). Now the samskrtas, 
lacking production, disappearance and duration-modification do not exist. Therefore their opposite, the asamskrtas, 
do not exist either. See Madh. karika, VII, st. 33 (p. 176): 

Utpadasthitibhanganam asiddher nasti scimskrtam / 
samskrtasyaprasiddhau ca katham setsyaty asamskrtam // 

“The production, duration and destrucion not being proved, there is no conditioned. And the conditioned 
not having been demonstrated, how could there be the unconditioned?” 

On this stanza, see J. May, Candrakirti, p. 140. 

467 An expression dedicated to excluding any modality of existence. It occurs in Kasyapaparivarta, §143, cited in 
Madh. vrtti, p. 48, 2-3. 
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samskrtadharmas] he sees in them only simple metaphors ( prajnaptima.tr ) serving to guide worldly people; 
he recognizes their falsity, unreality, non-birth, inactivity and his mind does not becomes attached to them. 

Furthermore, the saints (drya) who do not grasp these samskrtadharmas attain the fruits of the Path 
(margaphala). Considering the emptiness of the samskrtadharmas , their minds do not become attached to 
them. 

Finally, outside of the samskrtas , there is no asamskrta. Why? Because the true nature (bhutalaksana) of 
the samskrtadharmas is unconditioned and this unconditioned nature itself is not conditioned: it is but an 
imaginary expression created by the mistake ( viparydsa ) of beings. 

The natures ( laksana ) of the samskrtas are production ( utpdda ), disappearance (vyaya) and duration- 
alteration ( sthityanyathdtva ); the natures of the asamskrtas are non-production, non-disappearance, non¬ 
duration and non-change: this is the first gateway of entry into the Buddhadharma. But if the 
asamskrtadharmas had such natures, they would be conditioned ( samskrta ). 

The nature of production ( utpddalaksana ) of the samskrtadharmas constitutes the truth of the origin of 
suffering ( samudayasatya ), and their nature of disappearance (v yayalaksana) constitutes the truth of the 
cessation of suffering ( nirodhasatya ). 46S But if really these samskrtadharmas are not produced, they do not 
act, and if they do not act, they are not destroyed. Therefore they are asamskrtadharmas, just like the true 
nature ( bhutalaksana ). 

Fie who finds this true nature of dharmas no longer falls [into the error] concerning the natures of 
production, disappearance, duration or changeability. From this time on, he no longer sees relationship 
between conditioned and unconditioned dharmas or between unconditioned and conditioned dharmas. Not 
grasping any specific mark ( nimitta ) in conditioned and unconditioned dharmas is what the unconditioned 
consists of. 469 Why? If one imagines conditioned and unconditioned dharmas, one comes up against 

4hS For the Mahayanists, there is a close parallelism between seeing the emptiness of the samskrtas and the 
penetration of the four noble truths involving three revolutions ( parivarta ) and twelve aspects (akara) due to four 
aspects for each of three revolutions (cf. Vinaya, I, p. 11, 1-32; Catusparisatsutra, p. 142-152 or 445-446; 

Mahavastu, III, p. 332, 13-333, 17; Lalitavistara, p. 417, 15-418, 21. Seeing the emptiness of the samskrtas 
corresponds to aspects 9 to 12 of the noble truths. This is what is explained in the Dhyayitamustisutra cited in Madh. 
vrtti, p. 298: Yena manjusrir anutpannah sarvasamskara drstas tena duhkhamparijhatam /yenasamutthitdh 
sarvadharmd drstas tasya samudayah prahinah /yendtyantaparinirvrtdh sarvadharmd drstas tena nirodhah 
saksdtkrtah /yenatyantasunyah sarvadharmd drstastena mdrgo bhdvitah / 

Transl. - ManjusrI, he who has seen that all the formations are unborn has recognized suffering. He who 
has seen that all things are non-produced has destroyed the origin (of suffering). He who has seen that all things are 
absolutely extinct has realized the cessation (of suffering). He who has seen that all things are absolutely empty has 
practiced the Path. 

469 “After having gone to a lot of trouble to refute the conditioned and unconditioned as interdependent, here the 
author, in passing, suggests the unconditioned as a nirvana universally and eternally acquired, incapable of being the 
object of any attachment. This method of denying and affirming an absolute reality at the same time is a 
characteristic step of the Madhyamaka.” (J. May) 
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obstacles. If one cuts through memories and thought-constructions (, anusmaranavikalpa ), one destroys all 
objects (alambana ) and, by the true knowledge free of object ( analambanabhutajnana ), one no longer falls 
into the series of rebirths ( janman ) but one attains salvation (yogaksema ), the nirvana of eternal bliss 
( nityasukhanirvana). 

Question. - The first six emptinesses have each been treated separately. Why are the emptiness of the 
conditioned (samskrtasunyata, no. 7) and the [289b] emptiness of the unconditioned (,asamkrtasunyatd, no. 
8) treated together here? 

Answer. - Samkrta and asamskrta dharmas exist interdependently ( anyonydpeksa ): outside of the samkrtas, 
there are no asamskrtas, and outside of the asamkrtas, there are no samskrtas. These two categories include 
all dharmas. The yogin who considers the faults ( dosa ) of the samskrtadharmas, impermanent (anitya), 
painful (i duhkha ), empty ( sunya ) etc., knows ipso facto the great benefits of the asamskrtadharmas. That is 
why the two emptinesses are treated together here. 


III. EMPTINESS OF THE UNCONDITIONED 


Question. - It is quite possible that the samskrtadharmas, coming from the complex of causes and 
conditions ( hetupratyayasdmagri), are without intrinsic nature (; nihsvabhdva ) and therefore empty {sunya). 
But the asamskrtadharmas, which are themselves not dharmas coming from causes and conditions, are 
indestructible ( aksaya ), inalterable {abhedya), eternal {nitya) and like space (dkdsasama). How would they 
be empty? 

Answer. - As I have just said, outside of the samskrtas, there are no asamskrtas, and the true nature 
(bhutalaksana) of the samskrtas is exactly asamskrta. The samskrtas being empty, etc., the asamskrtas 
themselves also are empty, for the two things are not different. 

Besides, some people, hearing about the defects of the samskrtadharmas, become attached (abhinivesante) 
to the asamskrtadharmas and, as a result of this attachment, develop fetters. 

Thus it is said in the Abhidharma: 470 “Of the 98 anusayas ‘pernicious tendencies’], 89 have the 
samskrtadharmas as object (alambana), six have the asamskrtadharmas as object, and for the other three, 
we must distinguish: the anusayas of ignorance ( avidyd) belonging to the domain of the desire realm 
{kdmadhdtvavacara) and to be destroyed by the truth of the cessation of suffering ( nirodhasatyaheya) have 
as object sometimes the samskrtas and sometimes the asamskrtas. 

“Which are the anusayas having the samskrtas as object? They are the anusayas of ignorance ( avidyd) to be 
destroyed by the truth of the cessation of suffering (nirodhasatyaheya) and associated with the anusayas 
having as object the conditioned dharmas (samkrtadharmdlambananusayasamprayukta). 

470 Prakaranapada, chap. V, Anusayavibhahga, T 1541, k. 3, p. 638b7-l 1; T 1542, k. 3, p. 703b5-9. - This chapter is 
part of the last four chapters of the Prakaranapada attributed by the Traite (p. 112F) to the Kashmirian arhats. 

For the 98 anusayas, see also Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 46, p. 237c, 238a; Kosa, V, p. 13, 71. 
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“Which are the anusayas having the asamkrtas as object? They are the anusayas of ignorance ( avidyd) to be 
destroyed by the truth of the cessation of suffering {nirodhasatyaheyd) and dissociated from the anusayas 
having as object the conditioned dharmas (samskrtadharmalambanaviprayukta). 

“It is the same for the ignorances concerning the form realm ( rupadhdtu ) and the formless realm 
(drupyadhdtu ).” 

Following these fetters (samyojand), one commits evil actions (akusalakarman) and because of these bad 
actions, one falls into the three unfortunate destinies ( durgati ). This is why the Prajnaparamitasutra 
proclaims the emptiness of the unconditioned here. 

The anusayas having the asamskrtadharmas as object are doubt ( vicikitsd), wrong view ( mithyddrsti ) and 
ignorance {avidyd). 

a. Doubt {vicikitsd) is to question whether nirvana exists or does not exist. 

b. Wrong view {mithyddrsti) is to form a judgment and declare that there definitely is no nirvana. 

c. Ignorance associated with this wrong view and this doubt {mithyddrstivicikitsd-samprayuktdvidyd) and 
independent ignorance (dvenikavidyd) 471 as well join together to form the anusaya of ignorance. 


IV. THE EMPTINESS OF THE UNCONDITIONED IS NOT WRONG VIEW 72 


Question. - If that is so, how is the emptiness of unconditioned dharmas {asamkrtasunyata) different from 
wrong view ( mithyddrsti )? 


471 Avenikyavidya, simply non-knowledge, not associated with the other anusayas: cf. Kosa, III, p. 84, 88; V, p. 31. 

472 The objection boils down to this: to profess the emptiness of the asamskrtas is to deny nirvana. But denying 
nirvana is wrong view. Therefore to profess the emptiness of the asamskrtas is wrong view. 

The subject has already been treated in Madh. vrtti, p. 537-538: 

Objection. - If that is so, you are denying even nirvana. In that case, this doctrine (or this thing) preached 
by the Blessed One in order that humanity might accede to nirvana, is that not useless (or absurd)? 

Answer. - That would be so if some ‘dharma’ existed in the fonn of existence itself, if there were some 
beings to hear it and if, in order to preach it, there was a being in itself named “Buddha, the Blessed One.” But how 
could the fault with which you blame us touch us since: 

Quiescence of every grasping (of an object), quiescence of every discursive thought, [nirvana] is 

blessedness; 

Nowhere, to no one has any dharma whatsoever been preached by the Buddha. 

- Commenting on this stanza, Candraklrti explains that nirvana thus conceived is the non-functioning of 
speech and of mind ( vacant cittasydpravrttih) and that the absence of the object of knowledge {jheya ) and of the 
knowledge is happiness {siva). 
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Answer. - The person with wrong view does not believe in nirvana; then he formulates a judgment and 
declares that there definitely is no dharma ‘nirvana’. The emptiness of the unconditioned does not grasp the 
characteristic of nirvana ( na nirvanasya nimittam udgrhnati ): that is the difference. 

Moreover, the person who rejects the samskrtas is attached ( abhinivisate ) to the asamskrtas [by attributing 
to them the characteristics of non-production ( anutpdda ), etc.] and by the fact of this attachment 
transforming them into samaskrtas. This is why destroying the asamskrtas [by not grasping their 
characteristics] is not wrong view. 

That is what is meant by the emptiness of the conditioned and the unconditioned. 


Atyanyasunyata 

Seventh Section EMPTINESS 9: ABSOLUTE EMPTINESS 

I. EVERYTHING IS COMPLETELY EMPTY 


Absolute emptiness ( atyantasunyatd). -The emptiness of the conditioned {samskrtasunyata, no. 7) and the 
emptiness of the unconditioned {asamskrtasunyata, no. 8) destroy all the dharmas to the point where there 
is nothing left over ( niravasesam ): that is absolute emptiness. 

The arhat whose impurities are destroyed ( ksfndsrava ) is absolutely pure ( atyantavisuddha ), whereas the 
anagamin who, however, has drawn back to the desires ( rdga ) of the sphere of nothing at all 
(dkimcanydyatana) is not absolutely pure. 473 It is the same here. There is the emptiness of inner dharmas 
(i adhyatmasunyata, no. 1), emptiness of outer dharmas ( bahirdhdsunyatd, no. 2), emptiness of inner and 
outer dharmas ( adhydtmabahirdhdsunyatd, no. 3), 

[289c] emptiness of the ten directions ( dasadiksunyatd, no. 5), emptiness of the absolute 
( paramdrthasunyatd, no. 6), emptiness of the conditioned ( samskrtasunyata, no. 7), emptiness of the 
unconditioned ( asamskrtasunyata, no. 8) and in addition, the fact that there is no dharma that is not empty: 
this is what is called ‘absolute emptiness’ ( atyantasunyatd, no. 9). 

The person who, for seven lifetimes or for a hundred, a thousand, ten thousand, a hundred thousand or 
incalculable lifetimes, belongs to a noble clan, is ‘absolutely noble’ and and does not consider as really 
noble the fact of belonging to a noble clan for one, two or three lifetimes [only]. It is the same for absolute 
emptiness: since the very beginning ( mulata eva), there has never been anything that is not truly empty. 


473 The anagamin still remains attached to some categories of passion of bhavagra or naivasamjndndsamjndyatana: 
cf. Kosa, VI, p. 227. 
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Some say: “Although this is presently emptiness, it was not so originally: there was, for example, God as 
origin of creation (sarga), 474 Darkness (tamas) 415 subtle atoms ( paramanu ). 476 ” No! All that is empty. 
Why? If the result (kdiya) is empty, the cause ( kdrana ) was empty as well. Space itself is neither effect nor 
cause, and it is the same for God and the subtle atoms, etc. If they were eternal ( nitya), they would not 
produce the transitory ( anitya ). If the past ( atfta ) has no defined nature ( niyatalaksana ), neither do the 
future ( andgata ) and the present ( pratyutpanna ); in the three times ( tryadhvan ) there is not a single dharma 
that is truly non-empty ( asunya ). That is absolute emptiness. 


II. ABSOLUTE EMPTINESS DOES NOT LEAD TO RENOUNCING NIRVANA 


Question. - If everything in the three times is empty, including the subtle atoms (paramanu), if nothing has 
ever existed for the least moment, that is indeed very frightening ( bhayasthdna ). In view of the bliss of the 
trances ( dhydna ) and the absorptions (samdpatti), the sages ( prajnd) renounce mundane bliss 
(laukikasukha), and in view of the bliss of nirvana ( nirvdnasukha ), they renounce the bliss of the trances 
and absorptions. If in this absolute emptiness there is not even the bliss of nirvana, on what dharma would 
they then rely to renounce nirvana? 

Answer. - Some people attached to egotism ( ahamkdrabhinivista ) distinguish the characteristics of unity 
(ekatva) and multiplicity ( ndndtva ) in dharmas: it is these people who experience fear. Thus the Buddha 
said: “In foolish worldly people ( bdlaprthagjana ) the big subject of fear is the non-existence of the self 
(dtman) and the non-existence of the ‘mine’ (atmiya).” 

Furthermore, it is the conditioned dharmas (samskrtadharma) dependent on the three times which, by the 
fact of their impurities ( sdsravadharma) consititute subjects ( sthdna ) that bring about attachment 
(abhinivesa). Nirvana itself is ’the cessation of thirst’ ( trsndydh prahanam). 11 Why would one seek to 
renounce nirvana? 

Finally, the bhiksu who violates the four grave offenses 47 * is ‘immoral absolutely’ (atyantaduhsila) and is 
incapable of attaining bodhi; the person who commits the five sins of immediate retribution 
( pancdnantarya ) is closed ‘absolutely’ (atyantas) to the three good destinies ( sugati ); the person who takes 


474 Theist doctrines of the Saiva and Vaisnava: cf. p. 137-143F and notes. 

475 Tamas, darkness, the third guna of the Samkhya, which at the beginning of time, constituted the world by itself: 
see P. Dcussen, Sechzig Upanishad’s des Veda, Leipzig, 1938, p. 329. 

476 Paramanu, subtle atoms which, for the Vaisesika, were eternal: cf. p. 728-730F, 923F. 

477 Tanhakkhayo virago nirodho nibbdnam: DIgha, II, p. 36, 37; Mahhjima, I, p. 167; Samyutta, I, p. 136; V, p. 226; 
Anguttara, I, p. 133; II, p. 34, 118; III, p. 35; IV, p. 423; V, p. 110, 320. 

478 The four catasro muldpattato gurvyah of the Astasahasrika, p. Ill, 27 or maulTdpatti (or adhydpatti ) of the 
Kosabhasya, p. 223, 7 and 21, which are none other than the four patamya of the Vinaya: abrahmacarya, 
adattddana, manusyavadha and uttarimanusyadharmamrsavada. 
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the commitment of the sravakas cannot become Buddha ‘absolutely’. It is the same for absolute emptiness 
( atyantasunyatd): this absolute emptiness shows no exception ( avasesa ) in all the dharmas. 


III. ABSOLUTE EMPTINESS DOES NOT LEAD TO ANY REALITY 


1. Falsity does not create truth 


Question. 479 - It is not correct that all dharmas are absolutely empty ( atyantasunya ). Why? The dharmas of 
the three times ( tiyadhvan ) and the ten directions ( dasadis ) lead to ’a nature of things’ {dharmata), a 
subsistence of things ( dharmasthititd J’ 48ft that necessarily must be true. It is because there is an emptiness 
of dharmas that the other dharmas are false. If there were no emptiness of dharmas, there would not be any 
false dharmas either. This [truth] is absolute emptiness. 

Answer. - Nothing does not lead to a truth of dharmas. Why? 

1) If such an emptiness existed, one of two things: it would either be i) conditioned (samskrta) or /'/') 
unconditioned ( asamskrta ). - Suppose it were conditioned, this hypothesis has already been refuted in 
regard to the emptiness [290a] of the conditioned ( samskrtasunyata, no. 7). - Suppose it were 
unconditioned, this hypothesis also has been refuted in regrd to the emptiness of the unconditioned 
(asamskrtasunyata, no. 8). 

This reality would be either /') mundane ( laukika ) or ii ) supramundane ( lokottara ). - Suppose it were 
mundane, this hypothesis has already been refuted by the emptiness of inner dharmas ( adhyatmasunyata, 
no. 1), the emptiness of outer dharmas ( bahirdhdsunyatd, no. 2), the emptiness of inner and outer dharmas 
(i adhyatmabahirdhasunyata, no. 3) and great emptiness (mahasunyata, no. 4). - Suppose it were 
supramundane, this has been refuted by the emptiness of the absolute ( paramarthasunyata, no. 6). And 


479 The objector is appealing to the law of interdependence of opposites ( pratidvandvisadharmya ) dear to the 
Madhyamika but he has it backwards. The Madhyamikas say: Without falsehood, no truth. The objector replies: 
Without truth, no falsehood. 

480 The objector is claiming here to follow a canonical saying often cited by the adepts of both Vehicles (see 
references, p. 157F bottom of page): 

Samyutta, II, p. 25. - Uppddd vd tathagatanam anuppdda vd tathagatanam thita va sd dhdtu 
dhammatthitatd dhammaniydmatd idappaccayata. 

Nidanasamyukta, p. 148, 164. - Utpaddd vd tathagatanam anutpadad vd sthitci eveyam dharmata 
dharmasthitaye dhdtuh. 

The passage unquestionably depicts a reality but not necessarily a subsistent reality. In the canonical 
texts,it is none other than the co-dependent arising ,pratityasamutpada (Samyutta, II, p. 25) or, which almost 
amounts to the same, the suffering of the samskaras and the non-personality of dharmas (Anguttara, I, p. 286). For 
the Prajnaparamita, it is the true nature of dharmas including the absence of nature, emptiness. 
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dharmas of form ( rupin ) or formless dharmas (ampin), impure ( sasrava ) or pure ( anasrava ) are likewise 
empty. 

2) Moreover, dharmas being absolutely empty, this absolute emptiness ( atyantasunyata) itself is empty. 
Emptiness being nothing whatsoever, there is no interdependence ( anyonydpeksatd) between falsity and 
truth. 

3) Finally, absolute emptiness destroys all dharmas to the point where there is nothing left over ( avasesa ); 
that is why it is called absolute emptiness. If the least bit remained, it would not be called ‘absolute’. To 
claim [as you do] that something must exist because of interdependence [between falsity and truth] does 
not hold. 

2. Dharmas are empty even in their causes and conditions. 


Question. - Dharmas are not completely empty. Why? Dharmas coming from causes and conditions 
(,hetupratyayasamutpanna ) are empty, but their causes and conditions are not themselves empty. Thus, it is 
as a result of a complex of causes and conditions ( hetupratyayasdmagri ), namely, the beams ( phalaka ), that 
there is a house ( grha ): the house is empty but the beams are not. 

Answer. - 1) The causes and conditions also are empty because they are indeterminate ( aniyata ). Take, for 
example, the son of a father: insofar as he is born from a father, he is called ‘son’ ( putra ); insofar as he 
engenders a son, he is called ‘father’ (pitr). 

2) Furthermore, the ultimate ( pascima ) causes and conditions are without support (aprartisthita). Thus the 
mountains, rivers, trees and categories of beings rest upon the earth ( prthivi ), the earth rests upon the water 
(i ap ), the water rests upon the wind (dyu) and the wind rests upon space (dkdsa), but space does not rest on 
anything. 481 If there is no point of support at the beginning, there is none at the end either. This is why we 
know that all dharmas are absolutely empty. 

3. Magician and magical object likewise are empty 


Question. - That is not so: dharmas must have a root. Thus in magical (rddhi) transformations (nirmana), 
the fictitious object ( nirmita ) is false but the magician (nirmdtr) is not empty. 

Answer. - Foolish worldly people ( bdlaprthagjana ), seeing that the fictitious object does not last for long, 
say that it is false, but as the magician lasts for a long time, they say that he is real. Saintly individuals 

481 Cf. Digha, II, p. 107 (= Sanskrit Mahaparnirvana, p. 212): Ayam Ananda mahapathavi udake patitthitd, udakam 
vate patitthitam, vcito akdsattho hoti. - Majjhima, I, p. 424: dkdso na katthaci patittho. - Sutra cited in 
Kosavyakhya, p. 15: Prthivibrdhmana ap-mandalepratisthitd... ap-mandalam vayau pratisthitam... vayur dkase 
pratisthitah... akasam brdhmandprcitisthitam ancilambanam. 
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(diyapudgala) themselves see that indeed the magician is bom from a complex of the karmic causes and 
conditions of his previous lives and by accumulating good dharmas in his present life, he has obtained a 
magical power (rddhibala) by means of which he makes fictitious creations. 

In a later chapter of the Prajnaparamitasutra, it is said: “There are three kinds of fictitious creation 
( nirmdna ): fictitious creation of passion ( klesa ), fictitious creation of action ( karman ) and ficitious creation 
of dharma.” 482 This is why we know that the magician himself is empty as well. 

4. Nothing is taken away from emptiness 


Question. - 1) Things without solidity (asdra, adhruva) not being true, they are necessarily empty; but 
solid things and real dharmas cannot be empty. Thus the great earth ( mahdprthivi ) and Mount Sumeiu, the 
water of the great ocean ( mahdsamudraka ), the sun and the moon (candrasurya), the lightning bolt (vajra) 
and other substances are real solid dharmas and therefore cannot be empty. Why? a) The earth and Mount 
Sumem last until the end of the kalpa. b) Whereas the rivers dry up, the ocean is always full, c) The sun and 
the moon revolve in the sky without ceasing. 

2) The things seen by worldly people (prthagjana ), being false and unreal, are certainly empty, but the 
things grasped by the saints (di-ya), namely, suchness ( tathatd), the fundamental element ( dharmadhdtu ), 
the limit of reality (bhutakoti) [290b] and nirvana are certainly true dharmas. Why do you say they are 
absolutely empty? Besides, if conditioned dharmas ( samskrtadharma ), as coming from causes and 
conditions ( hetupratyayasamutpanna ), are not true, unconditioned dharmas (asamskrtadharma) which 
themselves do not come from causes and conditions must be true. Why do you say they are absolutely 
empty? 

Answer. - Being indeterminate ( aniyata) [notions], solidity ( sdratd, dhruvatva ) and non-solidity, are both 
completely empty. How is that? What one person considers to be solid, another person considers to be non¬ 
solid. 

a) People consider lightning (vajra) to be solid, but Sakra Devendra who holds it in his hand like a man 
holding a stick ( danda ) does not consider it to be solid. Moreover, it is because we do not know how to 
break lightning that we think it is solid. But if we know that it is enough set it down on the shell of a 
tortoise (kurmaprstha) and strike it with the horn of a wild sheep ( harinasrnga ) to break it, then we know 
that it is not solid. 

b) A man, whose height is only seven feet, thinks that the great ocean is deep ( gambhira ), but when Rahu 
Asuraraja stands up in the great ocean, his knees come up out of the surface of the water. 483 With his two 

4S ~ Pancavimsati, chap. LXXXVII, entitled Jou horn (Nirmanopama?), T 223, k. 26, p. 415c26-27. 

483 See the description of Rahu in the Commentary of the DIgha, II, p. 487-488. There it is said: Tassa 
mahasamuddam otinnassa yojanasahassamatte thane gambhirodakam jdnuppamdnam hoti. So evam vadeyya: Ayam 
mahasamuddo gamnbhiro gamblnro ti vadanti, kutr ’ assa gambhirata? 
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hands he hides the summit of Sumeni, and he looks down on Sudarsana, the city of the Trayastrimsa gods. 
Rahu clearly does not consider the sea as being deep. 

c ) A man, whose lifespan is short ( alpdyusa ), thinks that the earth ( prthivi ) lasts for a long time and is solid, 
but beings of long life ( dfrghdyusa ), [such as Sunetra], know well that it is neither eternal nor solid. 

[Saptasuryodayasutra\. 4M - See the Ts ’i-je-yu king (Saptasuryopamasutra) preached by the Buddha: 

The Buddha said to the bhiksus: All conditioned dharmas are impermanent, changing, and end up in 
destruction. When the kalpa reaches its end after a long period of aridity, the medicinal herbs and trees 
completely dry up. - With the appearance of the second sun, the water of the streams dries up. - With the 
appearance of the third sun, the water of the big rivers is completely exhausted. - With the appearance of 
the fourth sun, the four great rivers of Jambudvfpa and lake Anavatapta become empty. - With the 
appearance of the fifth sun, the great ocean dries up. - With the appearance of the sixth sun, the great earth. 
Mount Sumeru, etc., begin to smoke like a potter’s furnace. - With the appearance of the seventh sun, 
everything bursts into flames and there is no more smoke: the earth. Mount Sumeru and everything up to 
the palace of the Brahma gods is burned up by the fire. 

Then, seeing this fire, the gods who have recently been born into the Abhasvara heaven, become frightened 
and say: “After they have burned the pace of the Brahmas, these flames will reach here.” But the gods who 
were born [in the Abhasrava heaven] a long time ago reassure the gods born subsequent to them and say: 
“Previously already, after having burned the palace of the Brahmas, this fire disappeared and has not yet 
come this far.” 485 

When the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu has been burned up by the fire, there remain no ashes or 
charcoal. 

The Buddha said to the bhiksus: Who could belive such an enormous thing? Only a man who has seen it 
with his own eyes could believe that. O bhiksus, in the past, there was a heretic teacher named Siu-nie-to-lo 


484 Saptasuryodayasutra: Anguttara, IV, p. 100-106; Madhyama, T 26 (no. 28), k. 2, p. 428c-429c; Ekottara, T 125,. 
K. 34, p. 735b-738a; Saptasuryodaya, T 30, p. 81 lc-812c. - For the jataka of Sunetra that fonns the second part of 
the sutra, see also the Dhammikasutta of Anguttara, III, p. 371-372 (cf. Magyama, T 26, k. 30, p. 619b-c), the 
Sunettasutta of Anguttara, IV, p. 135-136, and the references given above, p. 520F, note. 

The sutra of the seven suns is aften cited by the authors of sutras and sastras: Dlgha, T 1, k. 21, p. 137c- 
138b; Ta-leou-f an king, T 23, k. 5, p. 302c-303b; K’l che king, T 24, k. 9, p. 355; Pitrputrasamagama cited in 
Siksasamuccaya, p. 247, 5-18; Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 75, p. 386b5; k. 82, p. 424c-425a (passage translated above, p. 
520F); k. 133, p. 690al4-24; Kosabhasya, p. 116, 17-22; Kosavyakhya, p. 710; Nyayanusara, T 1562, k. 32, p. 
526cl2; Karikavibhasa, T 1563, k. 17, p. 859al-2; Yogacarabhumi, T 1579, k. 34, p. 471a7. 

485 Cf. Kosabhasya, p. 116, 17-22: Tatra ye sattva abhavare devanikaye ‘ciropapannd bhavanti naiva 
samvartanikusala na vivartanfkusala asya lokasya te tarn arcisam drstvd blntcih santa udvijante samvegam 
apadyante / sahaivaisarcih sunyam bhdhmam vimanam dagdgvdrvag agamisyatiti / tatra ye sattva abhavare 
debanikdye ciropapanndh samvartanikusala vivartanikusalas casya lokasya te tan sattvan blutdn asvasayanti / 
mdbhaista marsah met bhaista mdrsdh /purvam apy esa ‘rcih sunyam brdhmam vimanam dagdhvdtraivdntahiteti. 


1719 



(Sunetra) who had renounced desire and practiced the four four abodes of Brahma ( brahmavihara). 4S6 His 
innumerable disciples also had renounced desire. Sunetra thought: “It is not fitting that I should be reborn 
in the same place as my disciples. Today I must therefore develop a mind of loving-kindness deeper [than 
theirs].” 487 Having meditated profoundly on loving-kindness, this man took rebirth in the heaven of the 
Abhasvaras. [290c] 

The Buddha added: Sunetra was myself. 488 At that time, I saw this great event [i.e., the burning of the 
palace of the Brahmas] with my own eyes. This is why we must know that even solid and real things all 
end up in destruction. 

5. Difference between impermanence and absolute emptiness 


Question. - But here you are dealing with absoute emptiness (<atyantasunyata); why then do you talk about 
impermanent things ( anityavastu )? Absolute emptiness is empty right now whereas impermanenc is 
extistent now and empty later. 

Answer. - Impermanence is the first doorway to emptiness. If one understands impermanence well, all 
dharmas are empty. This is why the saint (dryapudgala ) first considers the impermanence of the world 
( lokanityatd) under four aspects: 

1) He sees that the things ( vastu ) to which he is attached are impermanent ( anitya ). 

2) Impermanence gives rise to suffering ( duhkha ): as a result of this suffering, the saint mentally 
experiences disgust (: nirveda ). 

3) Having emptiness as nature ( sunyalaksana ), impermanence cannot be grasped: it is like a magic show 
(: mayopama ), like a metamorphosis ( nirmanopama ); this is what is called emptiness ( sunya ). 

4) Outer things ( bahirdhavastu ) being empty, their inner master ( antarsvdmin ) is also empty: this is what is 
called non-self ( andtman ). 

Furthermore, absolute emptiness is the true emptiness. There are two kinds of beings ( sattva ): i) the one 
who is mainly sensual ( trsndcarita ); ii) the one who is mainly rationalist ( drsticarita ). 489 

z) The sensualist experiences attachment (dsangd) easily but, as the things to which he becomes attached 
are impermanent, he feels sorrow ( daurmansaya ) and suffering {duhkha). To him, it is said: “The things to 
which you are attached are impermanent and precarious; it is on their account that you experience 

486 Cf. Anguttara, IV, p. 103: Bhutapubbam bhikkhave Sunetto ndma satthd ahosi titthakaro kdmesu vitardgo. 

487 Ibid., p. 104: Atha kho bhokkhave Sunettassa satthuno etad ahosi: na kho pan ’ etam patrirupam yo ‘ham 
sdvakdnam samasamgatiyo assam abhisamparayam. yan nunaham uttarim mettam bhaveyyan ti. 

488 The Saptasuryasutra of Anguttara, IV, p. 105, does not identify Sunetra with the Bhagavat; on the other hand, 
the Kosa (l.c.) agrees with the Traite in making the comparison. 

489 See Kosa, IV, p. 174, 208, and n. 
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suffering. If the things to which you are attached give rise to suffering, you should not become attached to 
them”; this is to preach the gate of liberation called wishlessness ( apranihitavimoksamukha ). 

ii ) The rationalist seeks to analyze dharmas but, as he does not recognize the truth, he becomes attached to 
wrong views ( mithyadrsti ). It is to him that the absolute emptiness is preached directly. 

Furthermore, all affirmations ( vdda ) are capable of being refuted and, being able to be refuted, they are 
empty. Visions are empty and the master of the vision is himself empty. This is what is called absolute 
emptiness. 

You just said (p. 2090F) that “the things grasped by the saints are necessarily true dharmas”, but what is 
specific to the saints is to destroy the three poisons (trivisa). It is not by means of mistakes (vipaiydsa) and 
lies ( mrsdvacana ) that they are able to bring beings to escape from the sufferings of old age (jam), sickness 
(vyddhi) and death (marana) and to lead them to nirvana. The dharmas that you are calling true come from 
a complex of causes and conditions (hetupratyayasmamagri); not existing previously, they exist now and, 
existing now, they will no longer exist in the future; they can be neither grasped nor adopted. Therefore 
they too are empty and without truth. 

[Kolopamasutra.] 490 - This is what the Buddha said in the Fa-yu king (Kolopamasutra): “Good dharmas 
should be destroyed and, a fortiori , the bad ones.” 

Finally, for the saints, conditioned (samsb'ta) and pure (andsrava) dharmas arise from impure dharmas. 
These impure dharmas are false and arise from false conditions. How could they be true? Outside of 
conditioned dharmas, there are no unconditioned ( asamskrta ) dharmas, as I have said above (p. 208IF). 

The true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of conditioned dharmas is to be unconditioned. Since all dharmas are non¬ 
existent ( anupalabdha ), this is why there is absolute emptiness. 


Anagrasunyata 

Eight Section EMPTINESS 10: EMPTINESS OF DHARMAS 
WITHOUT BEGINNING 491 


490 See references above, p. 64F, n. 1. The Kolopamasutra will also be invoked later, k. 31, p. 295b29; k. 85, p. 
657a2. In this saying, dharma is taken in the sense of ‘good teaching’, and adharma in that of ‘bad teaching’. The 
Buddha is not attached to the sublime teaching of the Prajnaparamita and does not want his disciples to love the 
Dharma or be attached to the Dharma. They seek only the cessation of suffering (duhkhaksaya), deliverance 
(vimukti), the true nature of dhannas beyond any vain discussion: cf. p. 65F. 

491 Whereas other Mahayanists speak of an emptiness of dharma without beginning or end (anavardgrasunyatd, 
thog ma dan tha ma medpa stori pa did), the Pancavimsati, in its Chinese version executed by Kumarajlva, speaks 
here of an emptiness of dhannas without beginning (anagrasunyata). This is an intentional modification which the 
Traite will explain. 
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I. DHARMAS ARE WITHOUT BEGINNING 


Emptiness of dharmas without beginning (anagrasunyata). - The world ( loka, samsara ), whether it is 
beings ( sattva ) or things (, dharma ), has no beginning ( agra ). 

The present birth ( ihajanma ) exists as as result of a previous existence (purveyannum); the previous 
existence, in turn, exists as a result of a preceding existence, and so on. Therefore there is no beginning for 
beings; and it is the same for dharmas. Why? 

1. [Madhyamakasdstra.] - 

[291a]If birth preceded 

And death followed, 

Birth would not come from death 

And one would be reborn without having died. 


If death preceded 
And birth followed 
Death would be without cause 
And without being born, one would die. 492 
This is why all dharmas are without beginning. 

2. [Anamataggasutta.] - As is said in the sutras, the Buddha said to the bhiksus: “Beings have no 
beginning; in these beings obsessed by ignorance, fettered by thirst and wandering in transmigration, no 
beginning can be discerned.” 493 


492 Madh, karika, XI, v. 3-4; madh. vrtti, p. 221-222; T 1564, k. 2, p. 16a21-24. 

Purvam jatir yadi bhcivej jaramaranam uttaram / 
nirjaramarana jatir bhcivej jayetci camurtah // 

Pascaj jatir bhavej jaramaranam aditah / 
ahetukam ajdtasya syaj jaramaranam katham // 

“If birth preceded and old age and death followed, birth would exist without old age and death, and one 
would be born without being dead. 

If birth followed and if old age and death came first, how could old age and death, without cause, affect 
someone who has not been born?” - Cf. J. May, CandrakTrti, p. 173-174. 

The Madh. vrtti, p. 221, explains: Samsara has no beginning (adi), no middle ( madhya) and no end 
(i avasdna ), and since, therefore, it does not exist, there is, between birth and old age and death, etc., no relationship 
of anteriority ( purva ), posteriority ( parama ), or simultaneity ( sahakrama). 
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II. THE CONCEPT OF DHARMA WITHOUT BEGINNING IS ABSURD 


However, it is in order to destroy these dharms without beginning that the Prajnaparamitasutra sets forth 
here the emptiness of dharmas without beginning (anagrasunyata). 

Question. - Dharmas without beginning are true and cannot be refuted. Why? To claim that beings ( sattva ) 
and things ( dharmas ) have a beginning is to fall into the wrong view of believing in extremes 
(i antagrahadrsti ) and also to fall into the wrong view of absence of causality ( ahetukatvadrsti ). To avoid 

493 This well-known saying occurs in two forms: in the older form, it denies the initial term ( purvakoti ) of samsara 
and of beings; in its more recent form, it denies both the initial and final tenn ( purvaparakoti ). 

1) Negation of the initial tenn, in the Pali sources and the Sanskrit Agamas: 

Samyutta, II, p. 178-193 ( Anamataggasamyutta ); III, p. 149, 151; V, p. 226,41; Cullaniddesa, p. 273; 
Kathavatthu, p. 29: Anamataggayam bhikkhave samsaropubci koti na pannayati avijjamvarananam sattanam 
tanhasamyojananam sandhavatam samsaratam. - Of unknown beginning, O monks, is samsara; the initial term 
starting from which, loaded down by ignorance and fettered by thirst, beings wander by chance, is unknown. 

Anama.td.gga is analyzed as ana, double negation; mata, known; agga, beginning; and the commentaries 
explain it as aviditagga ‘of unknown beginning’. From that the translations Unbekannten Anfangs ist Umlauf der 
Geburten (W. Geiger) or Incalculable is the beginning of this faring on (Mrs. Rhys Davids and F. H. Woodward). 

Chinese translation of the Samyukta, T 99, k. 34, p. 241 b 13-14, and following pages: Beings, in the long 
night of samsara without beginning ( Wou che cheng sseu ) wander by chance: the initial term (pen tsi) of suffering is 
unknown. 

2) Negation of the initial term and the final tenn in most of the Sanskrit texts. The expression anavaragro 
samsara ‘samsara without end or beginning’ is frequent in the Mahavastu and the Lalitavistara (see Edgerton, 
Dictionary, p. 21), and the canonical saying is modified in the following way: 

Divyavadana, p. 197: Anavaragro bhiksavah samsaro ‘vidyanivarananam sattvdndm trsnasamyojanandm 
trsndrgolabciddhdndm dirgham adhvanam samdhdvatam samsaratam purvd kotir prajnayate duhkhasya. - Without 
end or beginning, O monks, is samsara. Impossible to discover the initial tenn of suffering for the beings fettered by 
thirst, bound by the snares of thirst, travelling the long road and wandering by chance. 

Madli, vrtti, p. 218: Anavaragro hi bhiksavo jatijatamaranasamsara iti. avidyanivarandndm sattvdndm 
trsnasamyojanandm trsnagandurcibaddhandm samsaratam samdhavatam purvd kotir na prajnayata iti. - Without 
end or beginning, O monks, is samsara, birth and old age and death. Impossible to discover the initial tenn of beings 
loaded down by ignorance, fettered by thirst, tied by the snares of thirst and wandering in samsara. 

The differences between the canonical sources perhaps explains the contrast between the anagrasunyata of 
the Chinese Pancavimsati and most of the Sanskrit texts. The general meaning of the expression is not affected, for 
beings and things without beginning would not have an end or a middle and “to weigh the real, samsara does not 
exist” ( vastukacmtayam tu samsara eva nasti). But perhaps it is a question of method. As the Traite is going to 
explain, the wrong and pernicious notion of ‘dharma with beginning’ must be destroyed by means of the beneficial 
notion of ‘dharma without beginning’ but, when the latter tends to be taken as conveying a reality in itself, it itself 
becomes a wrong view and must be uprooted by the emptiness of things without beginning (emptiness no. 10). 
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these mistakes ( dosa ), we must say that beings and things are without beginning. 494 Here, in refuting 
dharmas without beginning by means of anagrasunyata, you are falling again into the wrong view that 
acknowledges the existence of a beginning. 

Answer. - It is true that by means of anagrasunyata I destroy the wrong view of dharmas without 
beginning, but, nevertheless, I do not fall into the wrong view of acknowledging the existence of a 
beignning. In order to save a man from fire, it is not necessary to throw him into deep water. Here I am 
rejecting the dharmas without beginning but I do not, however, accept any dharma with beginning: by 
doing this, I am following the Middle Way ( madhyamdpratipad ). 

Question. - Why do you reject dharmas with beginning ( an-agraj! 

Answer. - 1) Because they would be non-delimited ( anavastha ). Being non-delimited, they would not have 
an end ( avara); non-delimited and without end, they would not have a middle (madhya). 5 

2) The absence of a beginning would end up by eliminating the Omniscient one ( sarvajnd ). Why? If 
samsara were non-delimited, one would not know the beginning and, if no one knew the beginning, there 
would not be any Omniscient one. If there really is an Omniscient one, there cannot be any question of 
dharma without beginning. 

3) Moreover, some grasp the characterstics of a being ( sattvanimittam udgrhnanti) and grasp singularities 
{ekatva, prthaktva) and differences ( anyatva ) in dharmas. 496 As a result of these singularities and 
differences, they deduce an earlier existence from the present existence and, from the earlier existence, they 
deduce a still earlier existence and so on. Unable to find a beginning either in beings or in things, they 
produce the view of dharmas without beginning; but that is a wrong view having singularities and 
differences as root, which consequently should be rejected. 

The emptiness of conditioned dharmas (samskrtasunyata, no. 7) crushes conditioned dharmas. As this 
emptiness of conditioned dharmas still presents disadvantages, recourse is made to the emptiness of non- 
conditioned dharmas ( asamskrtasunyatd, no. 8) to crush non-conditioned dharmas. Here I have used 
dharmas without beginning ( anagra ) to crush dharmas with beginning but, as these dharmas without 
beginning still present disadvantages, I have again used the emptiness of dharmas without beginning 
(,anagrasunyata, no. 10) to crush these dharmas without beginning: this is whatis called ‘emptiness of 
dharmas without beginning’. 


III. FALSE IN ABSOLUTE TRUTH, THE NOTION OF DHARMA WITHOUT 
BEGINNING IS USED FOR SALVIFIC PURPOSES 


494 A being or a thing having itself a beginning would possess a limit (antavdn lokas catma ca) - which is a question 
to be denied (cf. 155F) - and could not be caused by another: it would arise at random, without cause. 

495 Cf. Madh. karika, XI, v. 2 (p. 220): Naivdgram ndvarcim yasya tasya madhyam kuto bhavet. 

496 For this problem, see J. May, CandrakTrti, p. 100, n. 242-243. 
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Question. - If that is so, why did the Buddha say that “the starting point of beings wandering in 
transmigration is unknown (sattvdndm samsaratam purva kotir na prajndyate )”? 

Answer. - The Buddha wants beings to know that the transmigration in which we have wandered for so 
long a time is great suffering ( mahdduhkha ) and he wants us to feel a mind of disgust ( nirvedacitta ) 
towards it. 

1. Sutras mentioning dharmas without beginning 


See what is said in the sutras: 497 

[1. Lohitasutra = Timsamattasuttanta.) - One single man, transmigrating during one single kalpa, as long 
as he is taking on existences (atmabhdva) and suffering torment ( upadrava ), has collected more blood 
( lohita ) than there is water in the sea. 498 

[2. Asrusutra = Assusuttanta.] - Similarly, while he was weeping, he has wept more tears (asm) [than there 
is water in the sea]. 499 

[3. KsTrasutra = Khfrasuttanta .] - Similarly, he has drunk more mother’s milk ( ksfra ) [than there is water 
in the sea]. 500 


497 Sutras all brorrowed from the Anamataggasamyutta. 

498 Timsamatta: Samyutta. II, p. 187-188; T 99, no. 937, k. 33, p. 240bl2-240c24; T 100, no. 330, k. 16, p. 485c3- 
486al7. 

Tam kim mannatha bhikkhave, katamam nu kho bahutaram. yam va vo imina dighena addhuna 
sandhavatam samsaratam sisacchinnanam lohitam pasannam paggharitam. yam va catusu mahasamuddesu udakan 
ti / ... etad eva bhante bahutaram yam no ... lohitam pasannam paggharitam. 

What do you think, O monks? Which is greater: would it be the blood that you have spilled and spread 
when you cut off heads whilst you were wandering in samsara on this long road, or would it be the water contained 
in the four oceans? - Greater, O Lord, is the blood that we have spilled and spread. 

499 Assu: Samyutta, II, p. 179-180; T 99, no. 938, k. 33, p. 240c25-241al7; T 100, no. 331, k. 16, p. 486al8-486b23: 

Tam kim mannatha bhikkhave. katamam nu kho bahutaram. yam va vo imina dighena addhuna 
sandhavatam samsaratam amandpasampayogd mandpavippayogd kandantdnam rodantdnam assu pasannam 
paggharitam. yam va catusu mahasamuddesu udakam ti /... etad eva bhante. bahutaram yam no ... assu pasannam 
paggharitam. 

What do you think, O monks? Which is greater: would it be the tears that you have spilled and spread 
since you have been weeping in samsara on this long road, crying and weeping at unpleasant things or at being 
separated from pleasant things, or would it be the water contained in the four oceans? - Greater, O Lord, are the 
tears we have wept and spread. 

500 Khira: Samyutta, II, p. 180-181; T 99, no. 939, k. 33, p. 241al8-241b8; T 100, no. 332, k. 16, p. 486b24-486c6: 
Tam kim mannatha bhikkhave. katamam nu kho bahutaram. yam vci vo imina dighena addhuna sadhdvatam 
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[4. Asthirasisutra = Puggalasuttanta .] - The bones are piled up surpassing [291b] Mount Vaipulya in 
height. 501 

[5. Tinakatthasauttanta .] - If he has cut into two-inch pieces (dvyangula ghatikd) all the shrubs ( trna ) and 
trees ( kdsthd) of this continent ( dvfpaka ) and used them to count [his predecessors], his father, grandfather, 
great grandfather, etc., his forebears would be far from completely inventoried [at the time when the slips 
were completely used up]. 502 

[6. Mrdgulikdsutra = Pathavfsuttanta.] - If he completely formed the earth (prthivi) into balls of clay 
(mrdgulikd) and used them to count [his ancestors], his mothers, grandmothers, great grandmothers would 
be far from completely counted [at the time when the clay balls were completely used up]. 503 

2. These sutras pursue a salvific goal 


samsaratam matuthannam pitam. yam va catiisu mahasamuddesu udakan ti /... etad eva bhante abhutaram yam no 
... matuthannam pitam.. 

What do you think, O monks? Which is greater: would it be the mother’s milk that you have drunk while 
you were crying in samsara on this long road, or would it be the water contained in the four oceans? - Much greater, 
O Lord, is the mother’s milk that we have drunk. 

501 Puggala: Samyutta, II, p. 185; T 99, no. 947, k. 34, p. 242a28-242bl5; T 100, no. 340, k. 16, p. 487bl7-487c3: 
Ekapuggalassa bhikkhave kappam sandhavato samsarato siya evam mahd atthikahkalo atthipunjo atthirasi, 
yathdyam Vepullo pabbato sace samhdrako assa sambhatahca na vinasseyya. 

O monks, from one single individual who has wandered in samsara for a kalpa there would come a 
structure of bones as high as Mount Vaipulya, assuming that these bones could be brought together and the structure 
not perish. 

502 Tinakattha: Samyutta, II, p. 178; T 99, no. 940. k. 34, p. 241bl2-20; T 100, no. 333, k. 16, p. 486c7-18: 

Seyyatdpi bhikkhave purisoyam imasmim jambudipe tinakatthasakhdpalasam tacchetva ekajjham samharitva 
caturahgulam caturahgulam ghatikam karitva nikkhippeyya. ayam me mdta tassa me pitu ayam pita ti. apariyadinna 
ca bhikkhave tassa purisassa mdtu mataro assu imasmim jambudipe tinakatthasakhdpalasam parikkhayam 
pariyaddnam gaccheyya. 

O monks, it is as if a man were to cut all the shrubs, trees, branches, leaves of this Jambudvlpa, pile them 
into a heap, make them into pieces four inches square, then count them down, saying: “This slip is my mother, this 
next slip is my mother’s mother.” The grandmothers of this man would not be fully counted when the shrubs, trees, 
branches, and leaves of this Jambudvlpa would be [long] used up. 

503 Pathavi: Samyutta, II, p. 179; T 99, no. 941, k. 34, p. 241b21-c3; T 100, no. 334, k. 16, p. 486cl9-28: Seyyathdpi 
bhikhave puriso iamam mahdpathavim kolatuthimattam kolatthimattam mattikdgukikam katitvd nikkhippeyya. ayam 
kho me pita tassa me pitu ayam piyd ti. apariyadinna bhikkhave tassa purisassa pitu pitaro assu. athayam 
mahdpathaviparikkhayam pariyaddnam gaccheyya. 

O monks, it is as if a man changed this great earth into balls of clay the size of a jujube nut, then counted 
them down, saying: “This clay ball is my father, this next one is my father’s father.” The grandfathers of this man, O 
monks, would not be completely counted when the great earth would be [long] used up. 
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The starting point ( purva koti) of beings who, for innumerable kalpas of this kind, have been suffering the 
torments of samsara is indiscernible ( na prajnayate ): this is why the mind feels frightened ( bhasya ) and 
cuts through the fetters ( samyojana ). 

Although [the view] of impermanence ( anityatadrsti ) is an extremist view (, antagrahadrsti ), the Buddha 
utilizes impermanence in order to save beings. 504 It is the same with the theory of a beginningless 
(i anagrata) samsara; even though it may be an extremist [view], the Buddha uses it to save beings. In order 
to save beings and inspire disgust (; nirvedacitta ) [for samsara] in them, the Buddha posits [a samsara] 
‘without beginning’ ( anagra ) but it isn’t true. Why? Because if there were a samsara without beginning, 
[the Prajnaparamitasutra] would not be talking here about an ‘emptiness of things without beginning’ 
{anagrasunyata). 505 


504 The eternalist point of view ( sdsvatadrsti ) and the nihilist point of view ( ucchedadrsti ) are extreme views 
(antadrsti ) opposed to the Middle Way ( madhyamd pratipad) followed by the Buddha. 

Among the fourteen difficult questions (cf. p. 154F seq.) which he did not answer ( avyakrtavastu ), the 
Buddha put the question of knowing whether the world and the self are eternal ( sasvato lokas catma ca) or non- 
eternal ( asasvato lokas catma ca), and he explained his silence by the uselessness of any reply from the viewpoint of 
salvation (DTgha, I, p. 188-189; III, p. 136; Majjhima, I, p. 431; Samyutta, II, p. 223). 

However, most people are fearful of nothingness and hope for an eternal world. In order to detach them 
from this world, the Buddha taught them the impermanence ( anityata) of the world (see the Aniccavagga of the 
Samyutta, III, p. 21-25) and showed them how the formations coming from causes ( sankhara), untrustworthy 
( anassasika): cf. Samyutta, II, p. 191. 

That is a wrong view, or rather - as the Buddhas say nothing false - a provisional doctrine foreseeing the 
spiritual needs of beings to be converted. If the latter had been attached to a transitory and painful world, the Buddha 
would have taught them the eternity of the world! 

In the Prajnaparamita and the other Mahayana sutras, the Buddha, who is addressing emancipated listeners 
this time, sets these things aside: [according to the Mahayana] there is neither eternity nor non-eternity 
(Pancavimsati, p. 240,1. 18; Satsaharika, p. 1618,1. 22: naivatra nityan upalabhyate nanityam). The world is empty 
of the characteristics of permanence or impermanence. 

We have here, in the absence of other qualities, a conclusive and authoritative solution to a problem that 
for a long time has bothered western exegetists (cf. L. de La Vallee Poussin, Nirvana, p. 92-101). 

505 Reasoning parallel to that just developed in regard to eternity and non-eternity. The Buddha declined to answer 
those who were questioning him on the ‘limits’ of the world and asking him if the world and the self do or do not 
have limits ( antavdn lokas catma ca, anatavan lokas catma ca). 

However, noting the blindness and frenzy with which people go from migration to migration, he inspires 
in them a healthy fear for this samsara by presenting it as not having any beginning (see Anamataggavagga of 
Samyutta, II, 178-193). 

But here also in the Mahayana the necessary correction will be presented by teaching the emptiness of 
dhannas without beginning ( anagrasunyata) and by rejecting as absurd the notions of beginning, middle and end 
(Pancavimsati, p. 240,1. 4-5; Satasahasrika, p. 1618,1. 5-6: nasyayanasyapurvanta upalabhyate naparanta 
uplabhyate na madhya upalabhyate). 
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3. If it is useful, a false doctrine is justified 


Question. - If things without beginning are not real dharmas, how can they be used to save people? 

Answer. - In the real truth, there are no dharmas to be preached in order to save people: sermons and 
people to be saved are conditioned dharmas ( samskrta ) and false. It is by the use of his power of skillful 
means ( updyabala) that the Buddha speaks of dharmas without beginning, but he speaks of them with 
detachment (, nirasangacitta ). Those who hear him also obtain detachment and, by means of detachment, 
feel distaste ( nirveda ) [for samsara]. 

Moreover, if we use the knowledge of previous existences ( purvanivdsajnana ), we see that the series of 
births and deaths ( cyutupapddaprabandha ) is limitless ( anavastha ) and at that moment it is true. But if we 
use the eye of wisdom ( pra.jndca.ksus ), we see the absolute emptiness (,atyantasunyata, no. 9) of beings 
(sattva) and things ( dhanna ). This is why [the Prajnaparamita-sutra] is preaching the emptiness of dharmas 
without beginning (anagrasunyata, no. 10) here. 

It is said in the Prajnaparamita: “The vision of the eternal ( nitya ) is not true and the vision of the 
impermanent ( anitya ) is not true either: the vision of suffering (duhkha) is not true and the vision of 
happiness ( sukha ) is not true either.” 506 However, the Buddha said that “the eternal and happiness are errors 
(viparydsa) whereas the impermanent and suffering are true (satya)” 501 because beings are particularly 
attached to the eternal and to happiness whereas they are not attached to the impermanent and to suffering. 
Therefore the Buddha is using the truth of impermanence and suffering to destroy the error about the 
eternal and happiness: this is why he says that impermanence and suffering are true. But if beings were 
attached to impermanence and suffering, he would say that impermanence and suffering are empty. 

It is the same here for dharmas with or without beginning. [The idea] of non-beginning destroys the error 
about beginning. But as beings are attached to things without beginning, [the Prajnaparamitasutra] adds that 
these things without beginning are empty. This is what is called ‘emptiness of dharmas without beginning’ 

(i anagrasunyata). 

4. Why are dharmas with beginning not expressly refuted? 

Question. - Dharmas with beginning also are wrong view (mithyadrsti) and should be refuted. Why does 
the Prajnaparamitasutra refute only dharmas without beginning here? 


The Buddha who so skillfully combines the cares of his apostolate with the exigencies of the truth cannot 
be accused of contradiction. 

506 Pancavimsati, p. 240,1. 18 (T 223, k. 6, p. 265a25-26); Satasahasrika, p. 1618,1. 22-1619,1. 1: Napy atra 
[mahaydne] nityam upalabhyate nanityam / na sukham upalabhyate na duhkham / 

507 The second error consists of taking what is painful to be happy ( duhkhe sukham iti viparydsa) and the third is 
taking what is impermanent to be permanent ( anitye nityam iti viparydsa): see p. 1150F. 
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Answer. - Because dharmas with beginning are obvious errors ( mahabhranti ). Why is that? 

If samsara had a beginning, from the very first existence ( prathamabhava ), one would be born in good 
places or in bad places in the absence of any demeritorious or meritorious causes or conditions 
(apattipunyahetupratyaya). - If the birth depended on demeritoious or meritorious cause and conditions, 
this birth could not be considered as an ’initial birth’. Why? Because it is necessary to commit wrong¬ 
doings (dpatti) or gain merits ( punya ) in order to go from an earlier existence ( purvanivdsa ) to a later 
existence (, aparabhdva ). - But as samsara has no beginning, these faults ( dosa) are avoided. 

This is why the bodhisattva, removing at the start a view as coarse and as false [as that of samsara with 
beginning], often cultivates that of samsara without [291c] beginning and, in view of beings, declares 
samsara without beginning. Meditating constntly on causes and conditions, he proclaims the non-beginning 
of these dharmas but, not having yet attained omniscience, it sometimes happens that he erroneously 
hypostatizes this absence of beginning. It is in order to [combat this error] that the Prajnaparamitasutra 
speaks here of the ‘emptiness of dharmas without beginning’ ( anagrasunyatd). 

Moreover, when the theory of ‘dharma with beginning’ has been refuted by means of that of ‘dharma 
without beginning’, there is no longer any need for an emptiness to destroy the ‘dharmas with beginning’. 
And so, the Prajnaparamita, now wanting to destroy the theory of ‘dharma without beginning’, speaks here 
only of an emptiness of dharmas without beginning ( anagrasunyatd). 

Question. - But if dharmas without beginning destroy the dharmas with beginning, the dharmas with 
beginning themselves destroy the dharmas without beginning. Then why do you resort here only to 
emptiness (simyatd no. 10) to destroythe dharmas without beginning? 

Answer. - Although the two theories [affirming the beginning and the non-beginning of things 
respectively] are both wrong views ( mithydrsti ), there are differences ( visesa) between them. 

Dharmas with beginning are causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ) giving rise to passions ( klesa ) and wrong 
views ( mithyddrsti ), whereas dharmas without beginning are causes and conditions giving rise to loving¬ 
kindness ( maitri ), compassion (karund) and right views ( samyakdrsti ). Why is that? 

In thinking that beings undergo the torments of suffering throughout a beginningless samsara, one 
experiences a mind of compassion. In knowing that a future lifetime will follow the present lifetime 
( ihajanman) and that the series ( samtana ) of lifetimes will not be interrupted, by knowing that these 
lifetimes are the fruits of retribution ( vipdkaphala) of wrongdoings (dpatti) and merits (punya), one 
produces a right view ( samyakdrsti ). 

If a person does not hypostatize this absence of beginning (yah kascit tdm anagratdm ndbhivisate), it is a 
good dharma auxiliary to enlightenment (bodhipdksika kusaladharma) for him; but if he grasps the 
characteristic sign (nimittam udgrhndti) and becomes attached to it, it becomes a wrong view. 

It is like the view of eternity ( sdsvatadrsti ) and the view of non-eternity ( asdsvatadrsti): although the view 
of dharma with beginning destroys the view of dharma without beginning, it does not destroy absolutely 
( atyantam ) the dharmas without beginning, whereas the dharmas without beginning destroy absolutely the 
dharmas with beginning. That is why these dharmas without beginning are superior. 


1729 



Similarly, the good ( kusala ) destroys the bad ( akusala ), and the bad destroys the good, but although they 
destroy one another mutually, the good alone destroys the bad absolutely ( atyantam ). Thus, the person who 
has attained the state of arya is no longer subject to bad destinies (apayika). 50 - It is not the case for the 
bad dharmas (, akusaladharma ), [i.e., they do not destroy the good absolutely], for their power (, anubhdva ) is 
slight ( tanu ). Thus the man who has committed the five sins of immediate retribution (pancdnantarya ) and 
who has broken the roots of good (, kusalamula ), falls into hell (; niraya ), but does not stay there longer than 
one kalpa, 509 after which he escapes from hell and finally realizes the fruits of the path ( mdrgaphala ). 

Dharmas without beginning and dharmas with beginning do not have the same strength. The strength of 
dharmas without beginning is so great that it is able to destroy the dharmas with beginning. That is why the 
Prajnaparamitasutra does not speak of an ‘emptiness of dharmas with beginning” [for, in order to destroy 
them, it is not necessary to have recourse to any emptiness whatsoever]. 


Avakarasunyata 

Ninth Section EMPTINESS 11: EMPTINESS OF DISPERSED 
DHARMAS 510 


508 At the first moment of the darsanamarga, with the duhkhe dharmajndnaksanti, the ascetic abandons the state of 
worldly person (prthagjana ), penetrates into a position of salvation ( samyaktvaniydma) and becomes an arya, 
candidate for the first fruit, thus escaping from the bad destinies. 

509 The person guilty of the five dnantaryas, and especially the fomenter of a schism, like Devadatta, is called to a 
miserable destiny (apayika ), condemned to hell ( nerayika ), imprisoned there for a kalpa ( kapattha) and incurable 

(i atekiccha ): Vinaya, II, p. 202, 205; Majjhima, I, p. 393; Anguttara, III, p. 402-403; Itivuttaka, p. 11, 85. See above, 
p. 407F, 868-878F. 

510 For the majority of the sources, the eleventh emptiness is anavakarasunyata (dor ba medpa ston pa did, wou san 
k’ong), “relativity of the points that are not to be rejected” (E. Obermiller, Analysis of the Abhisamaydlamkdra, p. 
134) from which “emptiness of non-repudiation” (E. Conze, Large Sutra on Perfect Wisdom , ed. 1961, p. 130; ed. 
1975, p. 145). This would be the anupadhisesanirvana. 

But in the Chinese version of the Pancavimsati by Kumarajlva, it is just a question of a san k 'ong, an 
avakarasunyata, avakdra having the sense of ‘dispersal’ or more precisely, ‘dispersed’ ( avakirna ), taken in the 
passive sense, in the same way that the word samskdra is often taken in the sense of samskrta dharma. 

It seems indeed that the avakarasunyata is the emptiness of dispersed, divided, dharmas, in the sense that 
the avakirna dharmas are empty of avakirna dharmas. According to the Traite, these avakimas would not be 
anything other than dharmas existing as an entity ( dravyatas) in contrast to dharmas existing only as designation 
( prajnaptitas ). 

The chariot is a good example of prajnaptidharma (cf. Samyutta, I, p. 135; Milindapanha, p. 27): when the 
spokes, wheels, shaft, and axles are put together, one ‘speaks of the chariot’; when they are scattered (avakirna), one 
does not speak of the chariot: the chariot has only nominal existence; only its components are real. 
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Emptinss of dispersion (, avakarasunyata). - Dispersion ( avakara) means division ( visamyoga ). 


I. EMPTINESS OF ASSEMBLED DHARMAS 


Some dharmas exist by virtue of an assemblage ( samyoga ), such as the chariot (; ratha ): when the spokes 
{am), wheels ( nemi ), shaft ( isa), axles (; ndbhi) are assembled, there is a chariot; but if they are scattered 
each in a different place, it loses its name of chariot. When the five aggregates ( skandha ) are brought 
together, we speak of a ‘man’ (pudgala), but if the five aggregates are dispersed, the man no longer exists. 


II. EMPTINESS OF DISPERSED DHARMAS 


Question. - By speaking in this way, you are destroying only the name ( prajnapti) of man, but you are not 
destroying the form {rupa). 5 " By scattering the spokes and wheels, you are destroying the name of chariot 
but you are not destroying the spokes and wheels. It is the same with your emptiness of the dispersed 
{avakarasunyata): by dispersing the five aggregates, you are destroying only the man, but you are not 
destroying the five aggregates, form {rupa) etc. 

Answer. - [The aggregates], form {rupa) etc., they too are pure denominations {prajnapti) and destroyed. 
Why? Because these are subtle agglomerated atoms ( samghata-paramanu) that are named ‘form.’ 512 


Except for the Vatslputrlya-Sammitlyas who adopt an ambiguous position, all Buddhists accept that the 
individual (the pudgala), as in the example of the chariot, exists as designation when its components, namely the five 
skandhas (form, sensation, notion, volition and consciousness), are brought together, but it is not the same question 
when the latter are separated. These skandhas, on the other hand, even in the scattered state, cannot be reduced and 
exist as entities {dravyatas) with an intrinsic nature and specific characteristics. 

It is precisely against this irreducibility and this stability of the skandhas that the Prajnaparamita and the 
Traite rise up. Whether they are material like rupa, or immaterial like vedand, samjna, the samskdras or vijndna, the 
skandhas are decomposable and ruled by the process of causes and conditions. Quite like the pudgala which they are 
wrongly supposed to constitute, they are pure denominations {prajnapti) and, taken in isolation, these avakirnci 
dharmas are empty of avakirna nature. This is what is called the emptiness of dispersal ( avatdrnasunyata). 

Moreover, canonical passages which deny them any reality are not lacking. 

511 Fonn and the other four skandhas designated under the name of man (pudgala). 

512 The Vaibhasikas distinguish two kinds of atoms: i) the monad in the strict sense, the dravyaparamanu, not 
capable of being broken {rupana) and never existing in the isolated state; ii) the molecule, the samghdtaparamanu, 
the most subtle among the aggregates of form which, itself, is susceptible of deterioration and of resistance: see 
Kosa, I, p. 25; II, p. 144. 
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Question. - As for myself, I do not accept these subtle atoms: I consider [292a] what is visible to be matter. 
This matter is true and really exists. Why would it be dispersed (, avakirna ) and empty ( sunya )? 

Answer. - Even forgetting about ( sthdpayitvd) subtle atoms, visible form ( sanidarsanam rupam), coming 
from the assembling of the four great elements ( mahdbhuta ), is itself but a simple name ( prajnapti ). Just as 
when the winds ( vdyu ) of the four directions, having come togther, fan the water and produce balls of foam 
(phenapinda ), so the four great elements, once they have come together, produce matter ( rupa ). But if these 
four great elements are dispersed (avakirna). there is no matter. 

Moreover, this matter (rupa) must be joined with smell ( gandha ), taste (rasa), touchable ( sprastavya ) and 
the four great elements ( mahdbhuta ) for there to be visible form (rupam sanidarsanam). Outside of this 
smell, taste, touchable, etc., there is no isolated matter . 313 By means of cognition ( jnana ), we distinguish 
these different constituents but, separately, in isolation, matter does not exist. If matter really existed, there 
would be, separate from these [constitutive] dharmas, a matter that existed separately; but there is no 

514 

separate matter. 

(Punnamdsutta.) - This is why a sutra says: “All form exists by the union o the four great elements .” 515 

As it exists by virtue of a union, it is pure denomination (prajnapti ); being only denomination, it is 
dispersible. 

Question. - Form (rupa), as denomination (prajnapti) is dispersible, but how would the other four 
aggregates (skandha) - [feeling (vedand), concept (samjnd), volition (samskdra) and consciousness 
( vijndna)\ - which are non-material, be dispersible? 

Answer. - These four aggregates are pure denomination (prajnapti) as well. In regard to their birth (jdti), 
their ageing ( jard ), their duration (sthiti) and their impermanence (anityatd), they are dispersed and empty. 
Why? Because the moment of birth is one, the moment of old age is different, the moment of duration is 
different and the moment of impermanence is different. 


513 In Kamadhatu, the molecule involves at least eight substances: the four great elements (mahdbhuta) and the four 
kinds of derived matter (bhautika), the visible, odor, taste and tangible: see Kosa, II, p. 145. 

514 Cf. Madh. karika, IV, v. 1-2 (p. 123): 

Rupakaranananirmuktam na rupam upalabhyate / 
rupenapi na nirmuktam drsyate rupakdranam // 

Rupakarananirmukte rupe rupam prasajyate / 
dhetukam na casty athah kascid dhetukah kvacit // 

“Fonn is not perceived free from the cause of fonn; the cause of form does not appear free from form. - If 
fonn is free from the cause of form, it follows, as a necessary consequence, that it is without cause. But nothing 
exists anywhere without cause” (transl. J. May). 

515 Punnamdsutta of Samyutta, III, p. 101 (tsa-a-han T 99, no. 58, k. 2, p. 14c 11-12); Mahdpunnamdsutta of 
Majjhima, III, p. 17: Cattdro kho bhikku mahdbhuta hetu cattaro mahdbhuta paccayo rupakkhandhassa 
pahhdpanaya. 
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Moerover, in the course of the three times ( tryadvan ), we notice that these four aggregates are dispersed 
and perish as well. 

Moreover, the mind ( citta ) follows its object (alambana ): when the obvject perishes, it perishes; when the 
object is destroyed, it is destroyed. 

Moreover, these four aggregates are indeterminate ( aniyata ) because they arise as a result of conditions 
( pratyaya ). Just as fire comes into question where there is fuel but does not appear where there is no fuel, 
so it is because of the eye ( caksus ) and color ( rupa ) that visual consciousness ( caksurvijndna ) arises; but if 
it is separated from its object (alambana), this consciousness does not exist. It is the same for the 
consciousnesses relevant to the other organs ( indriya ). 

[Sattvasiitra.] - Thus, in a slitra, the Buddha said to Lo-t’o (Radha): “This form aggregate ( rupaskandha ), 

O Radha, break, destroy, disperse, eliminate it so that it exists no longer. Do the same with the other [four] 
aggregates. That is the emptiness of dispersion ( avakdaranasunyata). For example, look at these children 
(kumdraka) who are piling up earth and building castles, ramparts, villages, houses. They say that it is rice 
or wheat flour; they like it, they are attached to it, they keep it and they protect it. But when evening comes, 
they are no longer interested in them, they tread them underfoot, they break them, destroy them, disperse 
them and eliminate them. Foolish worldly people ( bdlaprthagjana ) do the same: as long as they do not 
renounce desire ( avftardga ), they have feelings of love ( trsnd) and attachment ( sanga ) for dharmas; but as 
soon as they have renounced desire and see the dharmas, they disperse them ( vikiranti ), destroy them and 
reject them .” 516 

[Katyayandvavacla,] 5< - This is what the Kia-tchen-yen king (Katyayanasutra) says: “In the person who 
sees the truth of the origin ( samudayasatya ), there is no view of non-existence ( ndstitddrsti ); in the person 
who sees the truth of cessation ( nirodhasatya ), there is no view of existence ( astitddrsti).” 5ls 


516 Sattvasiitra (Tchong-cheng king) of Samyutta, T 99, no. 122, k. 6, p. 40a4-18, having as correspondent in Pali 
the Sattasutta (from the root saiijl) of the Samyutta, III, p. 189-190. As usual, the Traite uses the Sanskrit version 
which differs slightly in detail from the Pali version. 

Transl. - Similarly, O Radha, scatter the rupa, break it, smash it, stop playing with it, and apply yourself to 
eliminating thirst. [And do the same with vedand, satnjna, samskara and vijnana\. It is like little boys or girls 
playing with sand castles. As long as they have not lost their passion, desire, fondness, attraction, fever, thirst for 
these little sand castles, they love them, play with them, save them and claim ownership of them. But, O Radha, as 
soon as these little boys and girls have lost their passion, desire, fondness, attraction, fever and thirst for these 
sandcastles, they immediately break them up with their hands and feet, they smash them and no longer play with 
them. 

- The Traite often calls upon the Radhasutra to demonstrate the precariousness and unreality of dharmas: 
see above, p. 343-345F, and below, p. 2143F. 

517 Kaccdyanagotta of Samyutta, II, p. 16-17; Kdtydyana of Nidanasamyukta, p. 167-170 (T 99, no, 301, k. 12, p. 
85cl7-86a3). Sutra also called Katyayanavavada (Madh. vrtti, p. 43, 269). 

518 Samyutta, II, p. 17: Lokasamudayam kho Kaccayana yathdbhutam sammappanndya passatoya loke natthitd sa 
na hoti / lokanirodham kho Kaccayana yathdbhutam sammappanndya passto yd loke atthita sa na hoti / 
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For these various reasons, we speak of the ‘emptiness of dispersion’. 


Prakrtisunyata 

Tenth Section EMPTINESS 12: EMPTINESS OF ESSENCES 

I. THE CONCEPT OF PRAKRTI 5 9 


Nidanasamyukta, p. 169: Lokasamudayam Katyayana yathabhutam samyakprajnaya pasyato yd loke 
nastita sa na bhavati / lokanirodham yathabhutam samyakprajnaya pasyato yd loke ‘stita sa na bhavati / 

519 Taken in the philosophical sense of essence, the word prakrti, in Pali, pakati, appears rather rarely in the 
canonical crpitures of Buddhism. On the other hand, it appears frequently in the Mahayana sutras and above all in 
the Prajnaparamita: Astasah., p. 38, 420, 443, 542, 601, 723, 897-898; Pancavimsati, p. 38, 2; 195, 10; 198, 10; 239. 
12-240, 3; 253. 18-22; Satasahasrika, p. 118, 17; 1407, 4-1412, 7; 1586 seq. The Chinese and the Tibetans render 
prakrti by sing (sometimes pen sing) and rah b€in, tenns usually used to translate svabhdva, intrinsic nature or being 
in itself. 

The expressions dharmanam dharmata (dharma nature of the dhannas), svarupa (own form), svabhdva 
(intrinsic natur e),prakrti (essence), are usually used to designate a non-artifical way of beings ( akrtrima ), 
independent of other (paranirapeksa ), immutable ( avyabhicarin). 

Victims of an optical illusion which is none other than ignorance ( avidyatimira ), worldly people 
( prthagjana) perceive in things the prakrti thus conceived, and they speak of shared essences, specific essences, etc. 
The aryas, on the other hand, in this case Buddhists, cured of this optical illusion, cognize them by not seeing them 
(adarsanayogena ). It is actually clear that the assembly of things of becoming, the sarvam, circumscribed by the 
twelve bases of consciousness (ayatana), organs and objects, come from causes and conditions, and neither 
constitute nor possess at any level any ‘non-artifical essences, independent of other and immutable’. How then to 
characterize them? 

The sravakas saw that dhannas coming from causes and conditions ( praityasamutpanna ) are non-eternal 
(i anitya ) and, consequently, painful (duhkha) and without self ( andtman). They declare that conditioned dhannas are 
‘empty of me and mine’ ( sunyd dtmana vatmiyena va): this is the emptiness of the living being (sattvasiinyatd) 
which, although refusing any personality to things, recognizes some reality in them. 

Following the critique to its ultimate limits, the Madhyamika adds that dhannas, being empty of me and 
mine, do not exist in themselves, do not exist by themselves and are “empty of essence, of the intrinsic nature of 
dhanna”: this is the emptiness of things ( dharmasunyatd). 

This is what makes Candraklrti say (Madli. vrtti, p. 265: Sa caisa bhdvandm anutpadatmakah svabhdvo 
‘kimcittvendbhdvamdtratvdd asvabhdva eveti krtvd nasti bhdvasvabhdv iti vijheyamr. “This intrinsic nature of 
things consists of their non-production; not being anything at all, being only non-being, it is an inntrinsic non-nature; 
therefore the intrinsic nature of things is not” (transl. by L. de La Vallee Poussin, Madhyamaka, MCB, II, 1932, p. 
41). 
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Emptiness of essences ( prakrtisunyata ). - The prakrti of dharmas is eternally empty ( sunya ) but, borrowing 
the karmic series ( karmaprabandha ), it seems not to be empty. 

Thus the prakrti of water ( udaka ) by itself is cold (siia); if one brings it close to fire ( agni ), it becomes hot 
(;usna ); if one puts out the fire, it becomes cold again. [292b] It is the same with the prakrti of dharmas: a 
long as the [karmic] conditions are not present, it is empty (sunya), non-existent ( anupalabdha ), like the 
prakrti of water, eternally cold; when the conditions come together, the dharmas exist like the water that 
becomes hot near the fire; if the conditions become rare or disappear, there are no more dharmas, like the 
boiling water that becomes cold again when the fire is extinguished. 


According to the Madh. vrtti (l.c.), svabhava, prakrti and sunyata are synonymous tenns signifying a 
continuous non-production ( sarvadanutpada ). The concept - for it is in no way a reality - is ‘inexpressible’ 

( anaksara, yi ge med), and not ‘Unwandelbar’ as S. Schayer understands it (Ausgewalte Kapitel aus der 
Prasannapadd, p. 63). It can be neither learned nor taught; it supports neither affirmation nor negation and escapes 
any expression: 

Sunyam iti na vaktvyam asunyam iti va bhavet / 
ubhayam nobhayam ceti prajnaptyartham tu kathyate // 

“One cannot say that it is empty, or non-empty, or both empty and non-empty, or neither empty nor non¬ 
empty. But one is speaking of it in a manner of speaking.” (Madh. vrtti, p. 264, 444). 

The relative truth ( samvrtisatya ) which sees essences (prakrti) or intrinsic natures ( svabhava ) in things and 
which multiplies the spurious attributions ( adhydropa ) is unable to extinguish the passions. The real truth 
(paramdrthasatya ) which sees nothing and which has as definition the non-perception of any dharma 
(sarvadharmanupalambhalaksana ) is the only one that can cause the passions to be abandoned and that assures 
detachment from the world (virago), serenity of mind, ultimate aspiration of all Buddhsts whatever Vehicle they 
belong to. 

Here we are touching upon the central point of the Madhyamaka over which the philologists, philosophers 
and historians of religion clash: a polemic all the more inopportune in that it concerns a realm where there is nothing 
to be seen or to be conceived. The bibliography of the subject may be found in the list of works cited by J. May, 
CandrakTrti, Paris, 1959, p. 23-45. For the following years, a mass of information may be found in the recent 
bibliographic collections where the enormous Japanese production is taken into account: P. Beautrix, Bibliographie 
du bouddhisme, vol. I: Editions de Textes, Bruxelles, 1970; Bibliographie de la Litterature Prajndpdrmita, 

Bruxelles, 1971; R. A. Gard, Buddhist Text Information (BTI), New York, six sections between Nov. 1974 and 
March 1976. 

The important results to which the research of E. Conze has led are found in a collection of articles 
published by the author himself: Thirty Years of Buddhist Studies , Oxfod, 1967. 

In regard to the Madhyamaka point of view, we read with interest the following works and articles: J. 

May, Laphilosophie bouddhique de la vacuite, in Studia Philosphica, XVIII, 1958, p. 123-137; Kant et le 
madhyamaka, in Indo-Iranian Journal, III 1959, p. 103-111: K. V. Ramanan, Ndgarjuna’s Philosophy as presented in 
the Mahdprajhdpdramitdsdstra , Harvard, 1966; F. J. Streng, Emptiness, A Study in religious Meaning, new York, 
1967; G. Bugault, La notion de “Prajna ” ou de Sapience selon lesperspectives du Mahayana , Paris, 1968. 
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[ Samrddhisutra .] - It is said in a sutra: “The eye ( caksus ) is empty ( sunya ), without ‘me’ (anatman) or 
‘mine’ ( anatnuya ). Why? Because that is its essence (prakrtir asyaisd). The ear ( srotra ), nose ( ghrana ), 
tongue (jihvd), body ( kdya ) and mind ( manas ), color ( rupa ), [sound ( sabda ), smell ( gandha ), taste (rasa), 
touch ( sprastavya )] and dharmas are also like that .” 520 

520 Samrddhisutra of Samyukta (T 99, no. 232, k. 9, p. 56b21 -c 1), to be compared, as C. Akanuma, Comparative 
Catalogue of Chinese Agamas and Pali Nikayas, p. 223, would have it, with the Sunnasutta of Samyutta, IV, p. 54. 
Consisting of well-known stock phrases, the Sanskrit Samrddhisutra is easily restored to the original on the basis of 
the Chinese translation. 

Translation of the Sanskrit: Here is what I have heard. Once the Blessed One was dwellng at SravastI, in 
the Jeta forest, in the garden of Anathapindada. Then a monk named Samrddhi went to find the Blessed One and 
having approached him, he bowed to the feet of the Blessed One and sat down at one side. Having seated himself, he 
said to the Blessed One: It is said, O Lord: “The world is empty.” In what way, O Lord, is it said that the world is 
empty? Thus questioned, the Blessed One said to Samrddhi: The eye is empty, it is empty of pennanence and 
unchangeability; it is empty of ‘mine’. Why? Because that is its essence. The visible, the eye consciousness and also 
this sensation, unpleasant, pleasant or neither unpleasant nor pleasant, which arises from the contact of the eye as 
condition, that also is empty, empty of permanence and unchangeability, is empty of ‘mine’. Why? Because that is 
its essence. It is the same for the ear, nose, tongue, body and mind. This is why it is said that the world is empty. 
Thus spoke the Blessed One; the monk Samrddhi rejoiced at the words of the Blessed One and went away. 

- The Samrddhisutra is cited in the Catuhsatakatika by Candraklrti, chap. IX, Nityarthapratisedho nama 

navamam prakaranam (note provided by J. May). Sanskrit: Catuhsatika by Arya Deva, ed. by H. Shastri. 

Memoirs of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, vol. Ill, no. 8. 

Tibetan: Tib. Trip, 98, 5266, 235.3.7. 

J. May comments: Three citations without references. The first is related to Samrddhi by the Sanskrit text, 
to Subhuti (= rab hbyor) by the Tibetan version. The second is exactly Pancavimsatisahasrika, p. 195, 13-14; 
Satasahasrika, p. 1410, 11-12. The third is a phrase current of common usage. 

- Comparison between the Sanskrit Samrddhisutra ( S ) and the Pali Sunnasutta (P). 

In S, the interlocutor of the Buddha is Samrddhi; in P, it is Ananda. 

The Pali sources, in P, look for the proof of the non-existence of the atman (cf. Mahaniddesa, II, p. 439; 
Cullaniddesa, p. 279; Kathavatthu, p. 67; Visuddhimagga, ed. H. C. Warren, p. 561). In contrast, the Traite and 
Candraklrti resort to S to prove prakrtisunyata. The textual differences between P and S explain this twofold 
interpretation. 

The short formula sunnam attena vd attaniyena vd which appears in P is very frequent: cf. Majjhima, I, p. 
297; II, p. 263; Samyutta, IV, p. 296; Patisambhida, II, p. 36; Kathavatthu, p. 579. - S subsitutues for it a longer 
phrase, in three points: sdsvatenaviparindmadharmena sunyam dtmiyena sunyam, in the Chinese translation of the 
Samyukta, but in six points according to the tlka of Candraklrti: sunyam dtmand dtmiyena ca nityena dhruvena 
sdsvatenaviparindmadharmena ‘empty of me, empty of mine, eternity, solidity, perpetuity and umcangeability.’ 

This fonnula of six points is not unknown to the Pali sources (Patisambhida, I, p. 109; II, p. 178; Mahaniddesa, I, p. 
222; Cullaniddesa, p. 279; Visuddhimagga, p. 561) which word it as follows: Surinam attena vd attaniyena vd 
niccena vd dhuvena vd sasstena vd aviparinamadhammena vd. 

According to the Cullaniddesa, p. 278-280, and the Visuddhimagga, p. 561-562, emptiness may be taken 
under two, four, six, eight, ten, twelve or forty-two aspects. The Patisambhida, II, p. 178, adds that sunnasuhnam 
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Question. - This sutra says that [the twelve ayatanas] are empty of ‘me’ and ‘mine’ ( sunyany atmana 
vatmfyena va), i.e., it speaks of the emptiness of beings (sattvasiinyatd) and not of the emptiness of things 
(i dharmasunyatd ). Why do you see in it a proof of the emptiness of the prakrti? 

Answer. - In the sutra, it is merely a question of the emptiness of the prakr ti; it does not speak of the 
emptiness of beings or of the emptiness of things. 521 

Prakrtisunyata is of two kinds: 

1) In the twelve bases of consciousness (dyatana ), there is no ‘me’ (atmari) and no ‘mine’ (dtmvya). The 
emptiness belonging to the twelve bases of consciousness consists of the absence of ‘me’ ( andtman ) and 
the absence of ‘mine’ ( andtnuya ). This is what is said in the system of the sravakas. 

2) The Mahayana system, however, says: z) the twelve bases of consciousness having neither ‘me’ nor 
‘mine’ are empty ( sunya ); ii) the prakrti ‘essence’ of the twelve bases of consciousness, being non-existent, 
is itself empty [of prakrti]. 

Moreover, if there is neither ‘me’ nor ‘mine’, one automatically ( svarasena ) ends up in the emptiness of 
things ( dharmasunyatd). Because people are specially attached to their ‘me’ and ‘mine’, the Buddha says 
only that there is no ‘me’or ‘mine’. From that we necessarily will know the emptiness of all the dharmas 
(sarvadharmasunyata , no. 14). To be detached from the dharmas of ‘me’ and ‘mine’ is to be detached from 
other dharmas a fortiori. This is why the emptiness of beings ( sattvasunyatd) and the emptiness of things 
(i dharmasunyatd) finally end up in the same sense ( ekdrtha ) called emptiness of essence {prakrtisunyata, 
no. 12) here. 

Finally, what is called prakrti is to exist by itself ( svayambhu ), independent of causes and conditions 
(, hetupratyayanirapeksam ). That which depends on causes and conditions is a ‘formation’ (samskara) and 
not a ‘prakrti’, and in no dharma is there a prakrti. Why? Because all conditioned dharmas arise from 
causes and conditions and, since they arise from causes and conditions, they are formations {samskara). If 
they did not arise from causes and conditions, they would not be ‘dharma’. Therefore it is the absence 
{anupalabdhita) of prakrti in every dharma which is called ‘emptiness of prakrti’. 


‘the emptiness of emptiness’ is precisely the emptiness in six ponts just discussed. According to the Commentary of 
the Patisambhida, III, p. 632, the emptiness formed by emptiness which is stated by another accessory word is 
sunnasunnam (sunnasankhatam Surinam, na annena upapadena visesitan ti Surinam Surinam). 

The phrase tat kasya hetoh, prakrtir asyaisd which appears in the Samrddhisutra does not occur in the 
correspondent Suhhasutta, but appears frequently in the Mahayana sutras. It plays the role of refrain in the 
definitions of the sixteen, eighteen or twenty sunyata proposed by the long Prajnaparamita sutras: cf. 
Astadasasahasrika (Tib.Trip., XIX, no. 732, p. 260, fol. 135a8-137b5: T 220, vol. VII, k. 488, p. 480b6-48la 1); 
Pancavimsatisahasrika, p. 195, 12-197, 20; Satasahasrika, p. 1407, 10-1411, 14.1 [Lamotte] would like to think that 
the phrase in question has been introduced into the Samrddhisutra of the Samyuktagama by a Mahayanist 
interpolator. The canonical Tripitaka was often the victim of similar manipulations. 

~’ 21 Evidently the writer of the response is not reading the same text as that of the objector; see the preceding note. 
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II. EMPTINESS OF PRAKRTI AND ABSOLUTE EMPTINESS 


Question. - But absolute emptiness ( atyantasunyata , no. 9), being nothing at all, is identical with the 
emptiness of prakrti. Why do you repeat yourself? 

Answer. - Absolute emptiness is [the destruction of dharmas] without any residue (cf. p. 2086F), whereas 
emptiness of prakrti consists of being originally and eternally [empty]. The latter is like water which, cold 
by essence, becomes hot when it is brought to the fire and becomes cold again when the fire is 
extinguished. Absolute emptiness, however, is like space ( akasasama ), ever without production 
(i anutpada ), without destruction ( anirodha ), without taints ( asamklesa ) and without purification 
(i avyavaddna ). Why do you claim that they are identical? 

Furthermore, dharmas are absolutely empty ( atyantasunya ). Why? Because their prakrti is non-existent 
(. anupalabdha ). - Dharmas are empty of essence ( prakrtisunya ). Why? Because they are absolutely empty. 

Finally, the emptiness of prakrti is particularly cultivated by the bodhisattvas whereas absolute emptiness is 
particularly cultivated by the Buddhas. Why? In the emptiness of prakrti there is only a complex of causes 
and conditions ( hetupratyayasamagri ) but there is no real essence ( bhutaprakrti ); absolute emptiness itself 
is pure in the three times (tryadhvaparisuddha): those are the differences. 


III. SHARED PRAKRTIS AND SPECIFIC PRAKRTIS 


The essences ( prakrti ) of all dharmas are of two kinds (dvividha), i ) shared [292c] essences 
( sdmdnyaprakrti ) and ii) specific essences ( svaprakrti ). 

i) Shared prakrtis are impermanence ( anityatd), suffering (, duhkha ), emptiness ( sunya ), non-self ( andtman ), 
non-production ( anutpada ), non-destruction ( anirodha ), non-coming ( anagama ), non-going ( anirgama ), 
non-entering ( apravesa ), non-leaving (, anihsarana ), etc. 

ii) Specific prakrtis are, e.g., the hot essence ( usnatva) of fire ( tejas ), the moist essence ( dravatva) of water 
( ap ), the intelligent essence ( vijnanatva) of the mind ( citta). The man who rejoices in doing evil is said to 
be ‘of bad essence’; the one who loves to accumulate good things is said to be ‘of good essence’. 

As it is said in the Che-li king (Dasabalasutra), “the Buddha knows the world with its many essential 
dispositions”. 522 . 

As these prakrtis are empty, we speak here of the ‘emptiness of the prakrtis’. 


IV. ABSURDITY OF THE SHARED PRAKRTIS 525 


52i See above, p. 1507F, the sixth tathagatabala: Tathdgato anekadhatunanadhatulokam yathabhutamprajanati. 
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[1. Absurdity of an impermanent prakrti ( anityaprakrti)\ . - If an impermanent prakrti really existed, it 
would ruin the retribution of actions ( karmavipaka ). Why? Because productions ( utpdda ), destructions 
(vyaya) and the past ( atita ) would be without duration ( sthiti ), the six organs ( indriya ) would not seize their 
objects ( visaya ) and there would not be any accumulated causes and conditions (, samcitahetupratyaya ). 52 
This accumulation being absent, recitation of the sutras ( sutroddesa ), meditation ( pratisamlayana ), etc., 
would be impossible. This is how we know that an impermanent prakrti does not exist. 

[2. Absurdity of a permanent prakrti ( nityaprakrti )]. - If an impermanent prakrti does not exist, what could 
be said then ( kah punarvadah) about a permanent prakrti? 

[3. Absurdity of a painful prakrti ( duhkhaprakrti ).] - Furthermore, a painful prakrti does not itself exist 
either. If it were really painful, one would never experience a feeling of attachment ( sangacitta ). The 
person filled with distaste for and fear of suffering would feel the same distaste and the same fear towards 
happiness ( sukha ). 

[If everything were essentially painful], the Buddha would not have mentioned three kinds of sensations, 
unpleasant sensation ( duhkhavedand), pleasant sensation ( sukhavedand) and neither unpleasant nor 
pleasant sensation ( adhuhkhasukhavedana). 

[If everything were essentially painful, there would not be the occasion to feel hatred ( dvesa ) for suffering, 
love ( rdga) for happiness, worry ( moha ) towards what is neither painful nor happy. If everything boiled 
down to a single nature ( ekalaksana) - [that of suffering] - one would feel hatred for happiness and love 
for suffering, which is absurd. 

[4. Absurdity of a happy prakrti ( sukhaprakrti ). - If this painful prakrti is non-existent, what can be said of 
a happy prakrti except again that it is false? 

[5-6. - Absurdity of an empty prakrti ( sunyaprakrti ) and a real prakrti ( bhutaprab-ti ).] - Moreover, an 
empty prakrti does not itself exist either. Why? If there were emptiness ( sunyalaksana ), there would be 
neither sin (dpatti) nor merit ( punya ) and, in the absence of sin and merit, there would be no previous 
existence ( purvajanman ) and no later existence ( aparajanman ). 

Moreover, dharmas exist in interdependence (dpeksikd). Why is that? If there were emptiness, there must 
be reality, and if there is reality, there must be emptiness. Since the empty prakrti does not exist, how could 
there be a reality? 


523 To expose the realist conceptions of his adversaries, the author resorts here to a series of ad hominem arguments: 
he evokes the process of retribution of actions, establishes distinctions between suffering and happiness, between sin 
and merit, and goes so far as to cite an existent and transmigrating atman. For all that, he does not accept the 
pertinence of his argument for non-arising ( anutpada) and non-destruction ( anirodha ), otherwise called absence of 
any nature, which for him constitute the true nature of things. 

524 See Kosa, IV, p. 242. 
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[7-8. Absurdity of an impersonal prakrti ( anatmakaprakrti ) and of a personl prakrti.] - If there were no 
atman, there would be neither bondage ( bandhana ) nor deliverance ( moksa ), one would not go from the 
present lifetime ( ihajanman ) to the future lifetime (, aparajanman ) to gather [the fruit] of sin (dpatti) and 
merit ( punya ), and there would be no fruit of retribution ( vipdkaphala ) caused by actions ( karman ). 

For these reasons we know that an impersonal prakrti does not exist nor, a fortiori, a personal prakrti. 

[9-10. Absurdity of a prakrti without arising ( utpdda ) or destruction ( nirodha ) and a prakrti with arising and 
destruction.] - A prakrti without arising or destruction is not real either. Why? If it really existed, one 
would fall into the view of eternalism ( sdsvatadrsti ). If all dharmas were eternal, there would be no sin 
(dpatti) and no merit (punya ); that which is would exist eternally, and that which is not would never exist; 
that which is not would not arise, and that which is would not disappear. 

If a prakrti without rising or destruction does not exist, what then can be said of a prakrti with arising and 
destruction? 

It is the same for the prakrtis without coming (, andgama ) or going ( anirgama ), without entering ( apravesa) 
or leaving (, anihsarana ), and other shared prakrtis. 


V. ABSURDITY OF SPECIFIC PRAKRTIS 5 ' 5 


Furthermore, the specific prakrtis ( svaprakrti ) are also absurd. Flow is that? 

Take, for example, fire ( agni ): it burns its material of appropriation ( updddyarupa ) and it illuminates. 
When two dharmas are brought together, we [293a] say there is fire. If outside of these two dharmas there 
existed a ‘fire’, it would possess separately ( prthak ) a distinct function ( vydpdra ); but actually there is no 
distinct function. This is how we know that fire is just a designation (prajnapti) and has no reality. 526 If 
truly there is no fire-dharma, why do you say that heat ( usnatva ) is the essence (prakrti) of fire? 


525 The author here is dealing with sutras and sastras that attribute to things a well detenninded mode of being 
( bhava ) or a specific nature ( laksana) which, for example, allocate solidity ( khakkhatatva) to the element earth 
( prthividhdtu ), moistness ( dravatva ) to the element water ( abdhdtu ), heat ( usnatva ) to the element fire ( tejodhdtu ), 
lightness-mobility ( laghusamudiranatva ) to the element wind, etc. (cf. Majjhima, I, p. 185-189; 421-424; III, p. 240- 
241; Vibhanga, p. 82-84; Visuddhimagga, p. 290-293; Prakaranapada, T 1542, k. 1, p. 692cl 1-12; k. 2, p. 699c4-5; 
Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 75, p. 387c-388a; Kosa, I, p. 22). Actually, the specific natures attributed to these elements 
come from causes and are modified according to circumstances. Consequently the elements are without a true prakrti 
‘existing in itself, independently of other’: they are empty of this unchangeable prakrti. 

The Traite summarizes chap. X of Madh, karika (Madli. vrtti, p. 202-217) in a few lines: there is no element fire 
having heat ( usnatva ) as its eternal and immutable essence. Every combustion results from a coming together of a 
fuel ( indhana ), the wood to be burned (ddhyam kastham), and a combustive agent ( dagdhd kartr), the fire (agni). 

But the fire cannot be identical with the fuel nor different from it, as karikas, x, st. 1-3, explain: 

Yad indhanam sa ced agnir ekatvam kartrkarmanoh/ 
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Moreover, the ’heat’ essence ( usnatvaprakrti ) arises from conditions (pratyaya ): inwardly ( adhydtmam ) 
there is the body organ ( kayendriya ) and outwardly (bahirdha) there is tangible form ( sprastavya ): together 
they give rise to a tactile consciousness ( kdyavijndna ) that perceives the presence of warmth. If [the organ 
and the tangible] are not brought togther, there is no ‘heat’ essence. This is why we know that there is no 
fixed heat constituting the essence ( prakrti ) of fire. 

Moreover, 527 if fire really had a ‘heat’ essence, how do you explain: first, that some people on entering fire 
are not burned; secondly, that the fire present in the human body 528 does not burn the body; thirdly, that 
water cannot destroy the fire present in space (variant: in the clouds)? It is because fire does not have as 
essence ( prakrti ) a fixed heat ( niyatosnatva ): z) by the power of the superknowledges ( abhijna), fire does 
not burn the body [of some ascetics]; ii ) as a result of actions ( karman ), fire does not burn the five internal 
organs 529 of the human body; Hi) by the power of the celestial dragon ( ndga ), water does not destroy the 
fire [of space]. 

Finally, if the ‘heat’ essence ( usnatvaprakrti ) were different from fire, fire would not be hot; and if heat 
were the same as fire, why claim that this heat is the essence of fire? 

It is the same with the other prakrtis. As the shared prakrtis ( sdmanyaprakrti ) and the specific prakrtis 
(svaprabdi) do not exist, the Prajnaparamitasutra proclaims the ‘emptiness of the prakrtis’ here. 


anyas ced indhanad agnir indhanad apy rte bhavet // 
nityapradipta eva syad apradipanahetukah / 
punar drambhavciiyartham evam cakarmakah sati // 
paratranirapeksatvad apradipanahetukah / 
punar arambhavaiyarthyam nityadiptah prasajyate // 

Paraphrase - If fire were the fuel, the agent (the fire) and the object (the fuel) would be the same: 
unacceptable, for the potter ( kumbhakara ) is not confused with the pot ( ghata ) nor the woodcutter ( chettr) with the 
log ( chettavya ). - On the other hand, if the fire were something other than the fuel, there would be fire in the absence 
of fuel; another absurdity, for it has never been seen that a piece of cloth (pata) ‘other than the pot’ (ghatad anyah) 
should be completely independent ( nirapeksa ) of it. Therefore there is no fire independent of the fuel. 

Moreover, if fire existed apart and separately from the fuel, it would always be burning and there would be 
no fuel as cause; any effort to extinguish it or to feed it would be unnecessary since this fire is always burning; the 
fire would be ineffective ( akarmaka ) in respect to the fuel since it does not have it as cause: it would be an agent that 
does not act (akarmakah kartr); to speak of an agent that does not act or of the son of a barren woman ( bandhydsuta ) 
is a contradiction in terms. 

- Thus the fire which is neither identical with the fuel nor different from it is empty of a caloric ( usnatva) 
prakrti existing in itself (svayambhu) independently of causes. 

827 Here the author is setting forth arguments that do not appear in the Madh. karika. He shows that in some 
circumstances fire, external ( bdhira ) as well as internal ( ajjhattika ) - i.e., present in the human body - does not burn 
and consequently does not have fixed nature ( nityatalaksana ). 

728 Fire is one of the six elements ( dhdtu ) entering into the composition of a human being 
529 Seep. 1302F, n. 2. 
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VI. LONG DURATION IS NOT ETERNITY 


Moreover, the emptiness of the prakrtis is empty from the very beginning (adita eva sunya). But worldly 
people tell us: “That which is false and does not last for a long time is empty ( sunya ); by contrast, Sumeru 
and diamond ( vajra ) [which last for a long time], the things known by the saints ( dryapudgala ) [which are 
not false], we hold them to be real ( bhuta ) and not empty.” - In order to cut through this error, the Buddha 
said: “Even solid things ( dhrtrva ) forming series ( sanitaria, prabandha ) and lasting for a long time are 
empty of essence ( prakrtisunya ) and, although the wisdom ( prajna ) of the saints saves beings and destroys 
the passions, the prakrtis [of which they speak] are non-existent ( anupalabdha ) and consequently empty.” 

People still say: “The five aggregates ( skandha ), the twelve bases of consciousness (dyatana) ands the 
eighteen elements ( dhdtu) are all empty. Only suchness ( tathatd), the fundamental element ( dharmadhatu ), 
the highest culminating point of the truth ( blmtakoti ) are true essences ( bhutaprakrti ).” - In order to cut 
through this error, the Buddha simply said: “The five aggregates {skandha), but also suchness, the 
fundamental element and the culminating point of the truth are empty.” This is called the emptiness of the 
essences ( prakrtisunyata). 

Finally the prakrtis of conditioned dharmas {samkrta) have three characteristics {laksana)'. production 
( utpdda ), duration ( sthiti ) and disappearance (vyaya). 530 The prakrtis of unconditioned dharmas ( asamskrta) 
also have three characteristics: non-arising, non-duration and non-disappearance. If the conditioned prakrtis 
are empty, what can be said then (kah punarvddah) about the conditioned dharmas? And if the non- 
conditioned prakrtis are empty, what can be said then of the non-conditioned dharmas? 

For these many reasons, the prakrtis are non-existent {anupalabdha), and this is what is called ‘emptiness 
of the prakrtis’. 


Svalaksanasunyata 

Eleventh Section EMPTINESS 13: EMPTINESS OF SPECIFIC 
CHARACTERISTICS 

I. THE TWO TYPES OF CHARACTERISTICS 


Emptiness of specific characteristics {svalaksanasunyata). - All dharmas have two kinds of characteristics 
{laksana), i) shared characteristics {sdmdnyalaksana) and ii) specific characteristics {svalaksana). These 


Cf.p. 36-37F, 1163F. 
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two kinds of characteristics being empty, the Prajnaparamitasutra speaks here of the ‘emptiness of 
characterististics’ (laksanasunyatd). 

Question. - What are the shared characteristis and what are the specific characteristics? 

Answer. - The shared characteristics are impermanence ( anityatd ), etc., for example. 

The specific characteristics, in the sense that dharmas, although they are impermanent, each possess their 
own specific characteristic. Thus, for the earth ( prthivi ), it is solidity ( khakkhatatva ), for fire, it is heat 
(; usnatva ). 


II. CONNECTIONS BETWEEN CHARACTERISTICS AND ESSENCES 


Question. - Above you hve already spoken about essences (prakrti ) and here you are speaking about 
characteristics ( laksana ). Are essences and [293b] characteristics the same or different? 

Answer. - 1) Some say that their reality ( tattva ) is not different but that their names ( naman ) show 
differences ( visesa ). To talk about essence (prakrti ) is to talk about characteristic, and to talk about 
characteristic is to talk about essence. For example, we say that the essence of fire ( tejahprakrti ) is the 
characteristic of heat (usnatvalaksana) and that the characteristic of heat is the essence of fire. 

2) Others say that between essence (prakrti) and characteristic (laksana) there are slight differences: the 
essence concerns the very nature (kdya) of the thing, whereas the characteristic is its indication or sign 
(vijneya). 

Thus, in the follower of the Buddha (Sdkyaputriya ), the taking of the precepts ( sflamdddna ) constitutes the 
essence whereas the shaving of the head (mundana) and the wearing of the yellow robe (kdsdyavastra) 
constitute the characteristics. In a brahmacarin, the religious vows (dharmasamadana) constitute the 
essence whereas the tuft of hair at the top of the head (cudd) and the carrying of the staff ( tridandaf 31 
constitute the characteristics. Fire (tejas) has heat as its essence and smoke (dhuma) as its characteristic. 
Proximity is essence while distance is characteristic. 

The characteristics are not fixed (aniyata) and leave the body; the essence expresses the reality (tattva) of 
the thing. Thus when one sees a yellow (pita) substance, one thinks it is gold (suvarna), but in itself it is 
copper ( tdmra ): in melting it or nibbing it with a stone, one recognizes that it does not have gold as its 
essence. The person who shows respect (gurukdra) and veneration (satkdra) seems to be an honest man, 
but that is only a superficial characteristic: abuse, criticsm, anger and rage are his true essence. 


531 Adopting the variant san k'i tchang, utensil belonging to the tridandin parivrajakas, in Pali tedandika. Jataka, II, 
p. 317, defines the tedandika: kundikam thapanatthdya tidandam gahetva caranto “ who walks carrying a triple rod 
to fasten his water-pot onto” (ref. A. Foucher, AgbG, II, p. 262, n. 1). Illustrations of this staff, ibid, I, fig, 277, 279, 
281, 282; II, fig. 437. 
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These are the differences ( visesa ) between essence and characteristic, interior and exterior, distance and 
proximity, anteriority and posteriority. All these characteristics beings empty, the Prajnaparamitasiitra 
speaks here about ‘emptiness of characteristics’ (laksanasunyata). 

III. SHARED CHARACTERISTICS 

1. Impermanence 

As it is said, “all conditioned dharmas have an impermanent characteristic ( anityalaksana ).” Why? 

1) Because they arise, perish and do not last. 

2) Because, not existing previously, they exist now and, after having existed, they will return to non¬ 
existence. 

3) Because they depend on causes and conditions ( hetupratyayapeksa ). 

4) Because they are deceptive and dishonest. 

5) Because they arise from impermanent causes and conditions. 

6) Because they come from associated causes and conditions. 

For these reasons, all conditioned dharmas have an impermanent characteristic. 

2. Suffering 

Arousing bodily and mental torments, they are a mass of suffering ( duhkhasakandha ). 

1) Because the four postures ( uydpatha ) are never without suffering. 532 

2) Because the holy truth of suffering (duhkharyasatya) [proclaims them to be suffering]. 

3) Because the saints (dryapudgala) reject them and do not accept them. 

4) Because they never stop tormenting. 

5) Because they are impermanent ( anitya ). 

For these reasons, they have the characteistic of suffering ( duhkhalasksana ). 

3. Empty 

532 Every position, when it is prolonged, because painful: see p. 584F. 
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1) Not belonging to the ‘me’ (, anatmvya ), they are empty ( sunya ). 

2) Coming from a complex of causes and conditions ( hetupratyayasdmagri ), they are empty. 

3) Being impermanent ( anitya ), suffering (, duhkha ), empty (sunya) and impersonal ( andtman ), they are 
empty. 

4) Because there is neither beginning nor end in them, they are empty. 

5) Because they deceive the mind, they are empty. 

6) Because the saints are not attached to any of them, they are empty. 

7) By virtue of the two gates of deliverance ( vimoksasamukha ), namely, signlessness (dnimitta) and 
wishlessness ( apranihita ), they are empty. 

8) Because the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas is immense ( apramdna ) and incalculable 
(i asamkhyeya ), they are empty. 

9) Because [this true nature] cuts all the paths of speech ( sarvavddamdrga ), they are empty. 

10) Because [this true nature] destroys all functioning of the mind ( sarvacittapravrtti ), they are empty. 

11) Because the Buddhas, pratyekabuddhas and arhats who penetrate [into this true nature] do not come out 
of it, they are empty. 

For these reasons, they have the empty characteristic (sunyalaksana). 

4. Without self 


Being impermanent (anitya) suffering (duhkha) and empty (sunya), these dharmas are without self 
(andtman). 

1) Not being autonomous ( asvatantra ), they are without self. 

2) Without master (asvdmika), they are without self. 

3) None of them is born without causes and conditions but they all come from causes and conditions; 
therefore they are without self. 

4) By virtue [of the two gates of deliverance], namely, signlesness (dnimitta) and wishlessness (apranihita), 
they are without self. 

5) Being only simple designations (prajnapti ), they are without self. 

[293c] 6) Belief in the person (satkdyadrsti) being an error (viparydsa), they are without self. 

7) Because bodhi is found by destroying the idea of self (dtmacitta), they are without self. 
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For these many reasons, conditioned dharmas are without self. All this has dealt with the shared 
characteristics ( sdmdnyalaksana ). 


IV. SPECIFIC CHARACTERISTICS 


Earth ( prthivi ) has as characteristic solidity ( khakkhatatva ); fire ( tejas ) has as characteristic heat ( usnatva ); 
water has as characteristic moistness ( dravatva ); wind ( vayu ) has as characteristic motion ( irana ). 

The eye ( caksus ) has as characteristic being the support of the visual consciousness ( cakusurvijnana ); and 
[; mutates mutandis ] it is the same for the ear ( srotra ), nose ( ghrdna ), tongue (jihva) and body {kayo). 

Consciousness ( vijndna ) has as characteristic investigation ( vitarka ); knowledge (jndna ) has as 
characteristic wisdom ( prajnd ); generosity ( ddna ) has as characteristic renunciation (paritydga ); morality 
(. sila ) has as characteristic absence of regret ( akaukrtya ) and absence of violence ( avihimsd); patience 
(ksdnti) has as characteristic absence of irritation ( akopana ); exertion (vfrya) has as characteristic effort 
(i abhyutsdha ); trance ( dhydna ) has as characteristic concentration of the mind ( cittasamgraha ); wisdom 
( prajnd) has as characteristic mental detachment ( asanga ), skillful means ( updya ) has as characteristic the 
creation of objects ( vastusampddana ); samsara has as characteristic the weaving of births and deaths 
(cyutyupapdda); nirvana has as characteristic non-weaving."' 3 

Such dharmas each has its own specific characteristic and we should know that these characteristics are 
empty: this is what is called ‘emptiness of specific characteristics ( svalaksanasunyata ). For other meanings, 
refer to what has been said about the emptiness of essences ( prakrtisunyata, no. 12) since essence (prakyti) 
and characteristic ( laksana ) are synonyms. 


V. WHY INSIST ON THE EMPTINESS OF ‘SPECIFIC’ CHARACTERISTICS? 


Question. - Why does [the Prajnaparamitasutra] not simply say ‘emptiness of characteristics’ 

( laksanasunyatd) but says ‘emptiness of specific characteristics’ ( svalaksanasunyata)1 

Answer. - To say just emptiness of characteristics is to pass over in silence the fundamental emptiness of 
dharmas; to speak of the emptinss of specific chracteristics is to deal with the fundamental emptiness of 
dharmas. 


533 In these two lines, adopt the variant tche ‘to weave’ (in Sanskrit, va) in place of che ‘to cognize’. It is one of the 
very imaginative etymologies for the word nir-vana, ‘the non-weaving of births and deaths’ in opposition to samsara 
which weaves them. It has already appeared in the Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 32, p. 163b4-6: Vdna means ‘weaving’, nir is 
negative: the threads of the passions and actions are absolutely absent in it; one does not weave the cloth that has 
births and deaths as fruit of retribution. 

For other etymologies, see references in L. de La Vallee Poussin, Nirvana, p. 54, n. 4. 
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Moreover, every dharma, arising from a group of causes and conditions, is an empty dharma and thus each 
dharma taken individually is empty. The grouped causes and conditions forming a succession of dharmas 
(i dharmaparampara) is itself empty as well. Thus all dharmas are each empty of specific characteristic. 
This is why the emptiness of speciic characteristics is spoken of here. 334 


VI. WHY CARRY ON ABOUT EMPTY DHARMAS? 


Question. - If all dharmas are each empty of intrinsic characteristics, why talk about it again? 

Answer. - As a result of mistakes ( vipaiydsa ), beings become attached ( abhinivisante ) to these dharmas by 
finding in them characteristics of identity ( ekatva ) or difference ( anyatva ), shared characteristics 
(samanyalaksana ) or specific characteristics ( svalaksana ). It is in order to destroy them that we speak of 
them here. For all these reasons, the Prajnaparamitasutra asserts an emptiness of specific characteristics. 


Sarvadharmasunyata 

Twelfth Section EMPTINESS 14: EMPTINESS OF ALL DHARMAS 


Emptiness of all dharmas (sarvadharmasunyata). - By ‘all dharmas’ we mean the five aggregates 
(.skandha ), the twelve bases of consciousness (dyatana) and the eighteen elements (dhdtu). 


I. UNITARY CATEGORIES IN EVERY DHARMA 


Throughout, these dharmas belong to many categories ( mukha ), 535 in the sense that all dharmas have: 1) a 
characteristic of existence (bhdvalaksana); 2) a characteristic of knowledge (jndnalaksana ); 3) a 
characteristic of consciousness ( vijndnalaksana ); 4) a characteristic of object ( dlambanalaksana ); 5) a 
characteristic of dominance ( adhipatilaksana ); 6) a characteristic of cause (hetulaksana) and a 
characteristic of effect (phalalaksana ); 7) a shared characteristic ( samanyalaksana ) and a specific 
characteristic ( svalaksana ); 8) a characteristic of support (dsrayalksana). 

534 Obscure passage; the general sense seems to be as follows. Taken in isolation, every dharma to which 
scholasticism attributes a specific characteristic is empty of this characteristic for it is the result of a complex of 
causes and conditions. The latter, which contribute to its formation, are empty themselves as well, for in their turn 
they are dependent on other ( paratantra ). 

535 Conditioned dharmas ( samkrta ) consituting the ‘All’ are capable of diverse classifications that have been 
detailed several times already: see above, p. 642-646F, 1095-1104F, 1748-175IF. 
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1) How do all dharmas have a characteristic of existence ( bhdvalaksana )? Among all these dharmas, there 
are some beautiful ( suvarna ) and some ugly ( durvarna ), there are some internal (ddhydtmika) and some 
external ( bdhya ). All dharmas, being [a place] of arising for the mind, are said to be existent. 536 

Question. - How could a characteristic of existence be attributed to an adharma? 

Answer. - The adharma is not a ’dharma’: only because it is counter to existence ( bhdva ) is it called 
adharma. If it were really an adharma, it would be ‘existent’. This is why it is said that all dharmas have a 
characteristic of existence. 

2) They have a characteristic of knowledge (jhanalaksana). 

a. The knowledge of suffering (,duhkhe dharmajnana ) and the subsequent knowledge of suffering (duhkhe 
‘navayajnana ) cognize the truth of suffering (, duhkhsatya ). 

b. The knowledge of the origin (samudaye dharmajnana) and the subsequent knowledge of the origin 
(samudaye ‘nvayajhdna) cognize the truth of the origin ( samudayasatya ). 

c. The knowledge of the destruction (nirodhe dharmajnana) and the subsequent knowledge of the 
destruction (nirodhe ‘nvayajhdna) cognize the truth of the destruction ( nirodhasatya ). 

d. The knowledge of the Path (marge dharmajnana) and the subsequent knowledge of the Path (marge 
‘nvayadharmajhana) cognize the truth of the Path ( mdrgasatya ). 537 [294a] 

e. The good conventional knowledge (, samvrtijhdna) cognizes suffering ( duhkha ), the origin ( samudaya), 
the destruction ( nirodha ), the Path ( mdrga ), and also cognizes space (dkdsa) and cessation not due to 
wisdom ( apratisamkhydnirodha ). 

Therefore it is said that all dharmas have a characteristic of knowledge and, by means of this characteristic 
of knowledge, embrace ( samgrhnanti ) all dharmas. 

3) They have a characteristic of consciousness ( vijhdnalaksana ): 

a. The eye consciousness ( caksurvijhdna) perceives color ( rupa ). 

b. The ear consciousness ( srotravijhdna) perceives sound ( sabda ). 

c. The nose consciousness ( ghrdnavijhdna) perceives odor ( gandha ). 

d. The tongue consciousness ( jihvdvijhdna) perceives taste (rasa). 

e. the body consciousness (kdyavijhdna) perceives the tangible ( sprastavya ). 

f. The mental consciousness ( manovijhdna) perceives dharmas and [consequently] the eye, color and the 
eye consciousness; the ear, sound and the ear consciousness; the nose, smell and the nose consciousness; 


536 For the Sarvastivadins, only existing dharmas can be objects of consciousness; on the other hand, the 
Sautrantikas think that the existing and the non-existing (bhdva. abhdva) can both be object of the consciousness: 
see Kosa, V, p. 60-62. 

537 In all, eight knowledges (jtidna ), preceded by ksdnti, and acquired during the Darsanamarga. 
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the tongue, taste and the tongue consciousness; the body, touch and the body consciousness; the mind 
(. manas ), dharmas and the mental consciousness. 538 

Therefore it is said that all dharmas have a characteristic of consciousness. 

4) They have a characteristic of object (dlambanalaksana). 

a. The eye consciousness (caksurvijnana) and the dharmas associated with the eye consciousness 
( caksurvijnanasamprayuktadharma ) seize (alcimbante) color ( rupa ). 

b. The ear consciousness ( srotravijndna ) and the dharmas associated with the ear consciousness seize 
sound ( sabda ). 

c. The nose consciousness ( ghranavijnana ) and the dharmas associated with the nose consciousness seize 
smell ( gandha ). 

d. The tongue consciousness (jihvdvijndna) and the dharmas associated with the tongue consciousness seize 
taste (rasa). 

e. The body consciousness ( kdyavijndna ) and the dharmas associated with the body consciousness seize the 
tangible ( sprastavya ). 

f The mental consciousness (manovijnana) and the dharmas associated with the mental consciousness seize 
dharmas, and [consequently] the eye, color and the eye consciousness; the ear, sound and the ear 
consciousness; the nose, smell and the nose consiousness; the tongue, taste and the tongue consciousness; 
the body, touch and the body consciousness; the mind (manas), dharmas and the mental consciousness. 

Therefore it is said that all dharmas have a characteristic of object. 

5) They have a characteristic of dominance (adhipatilaksana). 

a. All conditioned dharmas (samskyta) are, each separately, dominant. 539 

b. Unconditioned dharmas (asamsb'ta) also are dominant in respect to conditioned dharmas. 

Therefore it is said that all dharmas have a characteristic of dominance. 

6) They have characteristics of cause and effect (hetuphalalaksana): all dharmas are each both cause and 
effect. 

Therefore it is said that all dharmas have the characteristics of cause and effect. 

7) They have a shared characteristic (samanyalaksana) and a specific characteristic (svalaksana). 

In every dharma, there is a shared and a specific chracteristic for each. For example, the horse is a shared 
characteristic, but its whiteness is a specific chracteristic. The man is a shared characteristic, but the fact 

538 Whereas the first five consciousnesses are strictly limited to their own object, the mental consciousness applies, 
in addition, to the objects of the other five consciousnesses: see above, p. 643F and note. 

539 All dhannas are dominant (adhipati) as raison d’ltre (kdranahetu) in regard to all, themselves excepted (svato 
‘nye karanahetuh): cf. Kosa, II, p. 246. 
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that he has lost an ear is a specific characteristic. Thus for each series ( parampara) there is a generic and a 
specific characteristic. 

Therefore it is said that all dharmas have a shared and a specific characteristic. 

8) They have a characteristic of support (asrayalaksana). 

Taken separately and together, dharmas rely upon one another (anyo ‘nyasrita). For example, the plants, 
the trees, the mountains and the rivers rest on the earth ( prthivi ) and the earth rests on the water (ap). Thus, 
as all things rest one upon the other, it is said that all dharmas have a characeristic of support, and that this 
characteristic of support embraces (samgrhnati) all dharmas. 

These unitary categories of dharma are applicable to every dharma. 


II. GROUPS OF SEVERAL DHARMAS 540 


Moreover, groups of two dharmas include all dharmas: material ( rupin ) dharmas and immaterial ( arupin ) 
dharmas; visible ( sanidarsana ) and invisible ( anidarsana ), resistant ( sapratigha ) and non-resistant 
(apratigh'd), impure [294b] ( sdsrava ) and pure ( anasrava ), conditioned ( samskrta ) and unconditioned 
(asamskrta), inner ( adhydtma ) and outer (bahirdha), vision-dharma and object-object, existence-dharma 
and nonexistence-dharma, and many other binary groups of this kind. 

Groups of three, four, five, six and even an infinity of dharmas include all dharmas. 

These dharmas are all empty ( simya ) as 1 have said above (p. 2086F): this is what is called the ‘emptiness 
of all dharmas’ ( sarvadharmasunyata). 


III. WHAT IS THE USE OF MAKING LISTS OF EMPTY DHARMAS ? 541 


Question. - If dharmas are all empty, why give them different names ( nanavidhanaman )? 

Answer. - Out of ignorance ( avidyd) or error ( viparyasa ), worldly people seize characteristics ( nimittdny 
udgrhnanti ) in empty dharmas and thus give rise to the conflicting emotions, such as desire (, trsnadiklesa ). 
As a result of these passions, they carry out all kinds of actions ( karman ). Carrying out all kinds of actions, 
they enter into all sorts of destinies ( gati ). Entering into all sorts of destinies, they take up all kinds of 
existences (gati). Taking up all kinds of existences, they suffer all kinds of suffering ( duhkha ) and 
happiness ( sukha ). They are like the silk-worm ( kosakdra ) that, emitting silk (kauseya) without any reason, 


j4u For a more detailed explanation, see above, p. 644-645F, 1101-1104F and 1750-1752F. 
541 Objection already made above, p. 1104-1105F. 
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becomes rolled up (parivestayati) within this silk that came out of itself and undergoes the torments of 
cooking (pacana ) or boiling water. 542 

By the power of his pure wisdom (visuddhaprajna), the saint analyzed all these dharmas which, from 
beginning to end, are empty. Wanting to save beings, he speaks to them of these places of attachment 
(i abhinivisasthdna ) that are the five skandhas, the twelve bases of consciousness (ayatana) and the eighteen 
elements ( dhdtu ) and says to them: “You others, it is only out of ignorance ( avidyd) that you give rise to the 
five aggregates, etc.; and you become attached to what you yourselves have made.” 

If the saint spoke only about emptiness, beings would not find bodhi, for this emptiness, being caused by 
nothing, would not call forth disgust ( nirveda ). 


IV. NEW CONTROVERSY IN REGARD TO EMPTINESS 


1. The specific characteristics of conditioned dharmas are empty and indeterminate 


542 Cf. H. Lamasse, Sin kouo wen or New manual of the written Chinese language, 

2 nd ed., Hong Kong, 1922, p. 212-213: The eggs of the silk-worm (is ’an) begin to hatch between spring and 
summer; they crawl about like black ants; after having grown somewhat, they moult their skin, four times in all; 
after 30 to 40 days, they spin a cocoon ( kien ) by emitting silk (sseu) from their mouths. When their thread is ended, 
they change into a chryslis (yong ), nestled in the center of the cocoon, without eating and motionless; ten days later, 
having transformed into a butterfly ( ngo ), they break their cocoon and escape.. .Once the silk-worm has finished its 
cocoon, the silk ( sao sseu) may be unwound. Here is the method: the cocoons are boiled in a pot in order to dissolve 
the viscous substance with which they are covered; then someone searches for the end (siu) to unwind it (tch ’eou) 
and it is unrolled onto the skein winder (sseu kiu). If the cocoons are too numerous, they cannot be unwound, so first 
of all they are dried near a fire (hong) in order to kill the chrysalis so that it will no longer change into a butterfly; in 
these conditions, it is possible to keep them for a long time without spoiling. 

- In the words of the Vinayas, the bhiksus cannot ask the silk manufacturer to cook or to boil the cocoons 
so as to make mats mixed with silk ( kosiyamissaka santhata ), for such a measure involves the destruction of 
numberless small creatures (khuddaka pcina). Violating this precept consitutes a naihsargikapdtayantika, a fault 
involving confiscation: cf. Pali Vinaya, III, p. 224; Mahlsasaka Vin., T 1421, k. 5, p. 35a; Mahasamghika Vin., T 
1425, k. 9, p. 307c (cf. Pratimoksasutra of the Mahasamghika, ed. W. Pachow, 1956, p. 17, 25-26); Dharmaguptaka 
Vin., T 1428, k. 7, p. 613c; Sarvastivadin Vin., T 1435, k. 7, p. 47c (cf. V Rosen, Der Vinayavibhanga der 
Sarvastivadin , p. 90); Mulasarvastivadin Vin, T 1442, k. 20. p. 735c. 

In the Buddhist texts, the foolish worldly folk who get entangled in their imaginations and their wrong 
views are often compared to the silkworms that surround themselves with their own thread (Lankavatara, p. 162, 2- 
4: kauseyakrimaya iva sutrendtmdnam pardms ca parive stay anti). See also Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 48, p. 247c 13-14; 
Abhidharmavatara, T 1554, k. 2, p. 985a6-7; Nairatmyapariprccha, T 1643, p. 172b29 (but the original Sanskrit says 
only vestita); Catuhsatyasastra, T 1647, k. 1, p. 376b5; Ratnakuta, T 310, k. 83, p. 482cl 1; k. 109, p. 612a27-28; k. 
110, p. 617a8, 622b 17; k. 120, p. 680c 11; Northern Mahaparinirvan, T 374, k. 2, p. 373b 10; k. 9, p. 419b6; Traite, k. 
90, p. 697al6-17.a 
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Question. - You say that all dharmas are empty, but that is not correct. Why? Because all dharmas are 
integrated ( samgrhita ) each within their own specific characteristic ( svdlaksana ). Earth ( prthivi) has as 
characteristic solidity ( khakkhatatva ), water (ap) has as characteristic moistness ( dravatva ), fire ( tejas ) has 
as characteristic heat ( usnatva); wind has as characteristic motion ( frana ), the mind ( citta ) has as 
characteristic discernment ( prativijnapti), wisdom ( prajna) has as characteristic knowledge (jnana ). All 
these dharmas reside each in its own characteristic. Why do you say they are empty? 

Answer. -1 have already refuted that in connection with the emptiness of essences (prakrtisunyata, no. 12) 
and the emptiness of specific characteristics (svalaksanasunyata, no. 13), but I must repeat myself here. 

1) Since the characteristics ( laksana ) are not determinate ( aniyata ), they are not real characteristics. Thus, 
cheese ( sarpis ), honey ( madhu ), glue ( gavyadrdha ), wax ( laksa), etc., have the characteristic of earth 

( prthivilaksana ), [namely, solidity]; but if they are brought near fire ( agni ), they lose their own 
characteristic and take on the characteristic of moistness ( dravatva ) [which is that of water]. If gold 
( suvarna ), silver ( rajata ), copper ( tdmra ) and iron ( ayas ) are brought to the fire, they also lose their own 
characteristic and take on that of water [namely, moistness]. Water (ap) in cold weather, becomes ice 
(hima) and takes on the characteristic of earth, [namely solidity]. A man who is drunk ( unmada ), or asleep 
(supta) or a man who is in the absorption without mind (asamjnisamapatti), a frozen fish ( matsya ), have 
neither mind (citta) nor consciousness (vijnana); they lose their characteristic of thinking and no longer 
have any discernment (prativijnapti ). Wisdom (prajna), which has knowledge (jnana) as characteristic, as 
soon as it penetrates the empty nature ( bhutalkaksana ) of dharmas, no longer has discernment and loses its 
characteristic of knowledge. 54 ' This is why the dharmas have no determined characteristic. 

2) Moreover, it is not correct that dharmas have a determined chracteristic (niyatalaksana). Why? The 
characteristic of future (andgata) dharma cannot come into the present (pratyutpanna ) for, if it did come 
into the present, it would lose its character of future. If it came into the present without losing its 
characteristic of future, the future would be the present, and there would no longer be any fruit of 
retribution (vipakaphala) in the future. - If the present (pratyutpanna) entered [294c] into the past (atfta), it 
would lose its character of present. If it entered into the past without losing its characteristic of present, the 
past would be the present. 544 From all these faults (dosa), we know that dharmas have no fixed 
characteristic. 

2. Unconditioned dhannas are without characteristics 


543 The author touches the very depths of the autocritique. His perfection of wisdom is the absence of any 
knowledge. 

544 From the non-existence of the three times follows not only the subjective nature of dhannas but also their non¬ 
production: cf. above, p. 76-79F, 377F, 1690-1696F, 1086F. 
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Moreover, if as you assert, unconditioned ( asamskrta ) dharmas exist in a definite way, they would each 
separately have a specific characteristic ( svdlakasana ), in the same way that fire ( tejas ) has the 
characteristic of heat ( usnatvalaksana ). But [by definition], it is the fact of not depending on a foreign 
cause ( aparahetukatva ) that constitutes their nature. This is why we know that unconditioned dharmas, 
having no characteristic, are really non-existent. 

If you say that the cessation not due to knowledge ( apratisamkhyanirodha ) takes place in the future 
existence ( anagatajanmani ), it would be a conditioned dharma (samskrta) whereas, [by definition], there is 
no conditioned dharma there. 

If you say that the cessation not due to knowledge ( apratisamkhyanirodha ) has ‘cessation’ (; nirodha ) as 
characteristic, that also is not correct. Why? Because here it is a matter of the characteristic of cessation due 
to impermanence ( anityatd) and not the characteristic of the cessation not due to knowledge 
(i apratisamkhya). 545 

For these many reasons, there is no determinate characteristic. If dharmas had a determinate characteristic, 
they would be real ( asunya ). Outside of determinate characteristic, there can be no real dharma. 

3. Even the dharmas known by the saints are empty 


Question. - There really must be some non-empty ( asunya ) dharmas. Why? Because there are differences 
between the things known by worldly people ( prthagjana ) and the things known by the saints 
(dryapudgala ): the things known by worldly people are false, those known by the saints are true. One 
depends on the true knowledge of the saints to reject false dharmas; one cannot rely on lies to destroy lies. 

Answer. - Destroying the things known by worldly people, that is the knowledge of the saints. But in the 
absence of worldly people, there are no dharmas of the saints, just as in the absence of illness ( vyddhi ), 
there is no medicine ( bhasajya ). This is why a sutra says: “Without the dharmas of worldly people, there 


545 Apart from the akasa, the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasikas, along with some other schools, assert two unconditioned or 
asamskrtas: 1) The cessation of desire is acquired by a pure knowledge, the comprehension of the truths, to which 
the name of pratisamkhya ‘discriminative consciousness’ is given: it is therefore called pratisamkhyanirodha (= 
pratisamkyaya nirodha ): cessation obtained by knowledge; 2) At the death of the saint, the future lifetime or rebirth 
is destroyed. This cessation which presuposes knowledge is not its result: it consists of the absolute prevention of 
arising ( utpadatyantavighna : Kosa, I, p. 20): it is therefore called apratisamkhyanirodha, cessation not due to 
knowledge. 

In the words of the Traite, the Sarvastivadins are wrong to place the efficacy of what they consider to be a 
cessation ‘in itself in the future. An entity undergoing the process of time and impermanence ( aniyatd ) presents 
characteristics directly opposite to those of an asamskrta which, by definition, is without production, without 
cessation and without duration-change. Thus the asamskrtas as well have no fixed characteristic. 


1753 



are no dharmas of the saints. The true nature of the dharmas of worldly people, that is the dharmas of the 
saints.” 546 

Moreover, saints do not seize any characteristic ( nimitta ) in dharmas and do not become attached to them 
( ndbhinivisante ); that is why the dharmas of the saints are really true. By contrast, wordly people seize 
characteristics in dharmas and are attached to them: that is why the dharmas of worldly people are false. 

Although the saints use [empty dharmas], they do not seize any characteristics in them and, if they do not 
sieze any characteristics, it is because these dharmas are without determinate characteristics 
(niyatalaksana ). Thus there is no objection to be removed. 

In the stages of the worldly people ( prthagjanabhumi ), one is attached to the dharmas and makes 
distinctions between what is worldly dharma and what is saintly dharma. In the stages of the saints 
(aryabhumi ), one does not make any distinctions ( vibhanga ) and it is only in order to destroy the sicknesses 
of beings that one says that such and such a thing is false and such and such another thing is true. Thus it is 
said: “The word of the Buddha (buddhavacana) is neither false nor true, neither bondage ( bandhana ) nor 
deliverance ( moksa ), neither sameness ( ekatva ) nor difference ( anyatva ); this is why it is free of 
imagination ( nirvikalpa ) and pure like space (dkdsasama)." 

Finally, if dharmas were not entirely empty, it could not be said: “Absence of idle chatter ( nihprapailca ) is 
appropriate for the saints.” Neither could one say: “Indifference ( anadhyavasana ), detachment ( asanga) 
and groundlessness ( apratisthdna ), emptiness ( sunyatd), signlessness (dnimitta ) and wishlessness 
(apranihita) are the true teaching.” 

4. Emptiness itself is empty 


Question. - If the emptiness of all dharmas ( sarvadliarmasunyata) is true, why do you say that it is not? 

Answer. - Supposing there were dharmas into which it could penetrate, this emptiness of all dharmas 
would destroy them, but since there is no dharma, the problem does not exist. 

5. In the Tripitika, the Buddha taught the emptiness of beings and the emptiness of 
dharmas 


Question. - If the emptiness of all dharmas ( sarvadliarmasunyata) is really [295a] true, why did the 
Buddha, in the Tripitaka, speak especially of impermanent ( anitya ), painful ( duhkha ), empty ( sunya ) 
dharmas without self (an atm an)? 541 


546 On the identity of worldly people and saints, see Vimalakirti., transl., p. 143-144 and note, 156-57, 235; 
HBbBgirin, p. 135, s.v. Bonshfi. 
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\Paramarthasunyatasutra. | 54S - See the sutra where the Buddha says to the bhiksus: “I will explain to you 
the discourse of the Dharma ( dharmaprayaya ) called Ti-yi-yi-k’ong (Paramarthasunyata). What is this 

547 Anityarn duhkham sunyam anatman is the formula most frequent in the Sanskrit Agamas: cf. Samyukta, T 99, k. 

1, p. tail; k. 5, p. 35a6; K. 10, p. 65b28, 68cl6;k. 12, p. 82cl3; k. 21, p. 153a8. - In the corresponding passages of 
the Pali Nikayas, sunyam does not appear: 

Aniccam...duhkham... yampandrticcam dukkham viparinamadhammam kallam nu tarn samanupassitum: 
etam mama eso ham asmi eso me atta tv. Vinaya, I, p. 14; Majjhima, III, p. 19-20, 271-273; Samyutta, II, p. 124-125, 
244-245; III, p. 88-89, 94. 

Aniccam... yad aniccam tarn dukkham yam dukkham tad anattayad anatta tarn netam mama neso ham 
asmi na meso atta ti: Samyutta, III, p. 22, 23. 

When Surinam is mentioned in the Pali suttas, it is most often given by two complements Surinam attena va 
attaniyena va expressing that it is an emptiness of being and not of thing: Majjhima, I, p. 297; II, p. 263;Samyutta, 

IV, p. 54, 296-297. 

j4S Entitled Ti-yi-yi-k’ong king in the Chinese version of the Samyuktagama made between 436 and 443 by 
Gunabhadra, T 99, no. 335, k. 13, p. 92cl2-26, and reproduced, not without some variants, at the beginning of a 
sutra appearing in the Chinese version of the Ekottaragama, T 125, k. 30, p. 713cl2-714a3. There is no 
correspondent in the Pali Nikayas but the Abhidhanna masters, who see in it an affirmation of anatman or 
sattvasunyata, have transmitted some extracts to us in the original Sanskrit text: Kosabhasya, p. 129, 9-11; 299, 12- 
14; 468, 20-22; Kosavyakhya, p. 707, 13-16; Abhidharmadlpa, p. 267, 1-2 and 12; Bodhicaryavatarapanjika, p. 474, 
15-17; 582, 1-3; Mahayanasutralamkara, p. 158, 21-22. The remainder of the sutra is limited to repeating stock 
scriptural phrases, all identified in my [Lamotte] article, Trois Sutra du Samyukta sur la Vacuite , BSOAS, XXXVI, 
1973, p. 314-317. Under these conditions, the complete original text can readily be restored: 

1. evarn maya srutarn / ekasmin sarnaya bhagavdn kurusu viharati kalmasadamye nigarne / 

2. tatra bhagavdn bhiksun drnantrayati. 

3. dharrnam vo desayisye adau ... 

11. idarn avocad bhagaan dttarnanasas te bhiksavo bhagavato bhasitam abhyanandan. / 

Here is a translation of the restored text: 

1) Thus have I heard. Once the Blessed One was dwelling among the Kurus in the village of 
Kalmasadamya. 

2) Then the Blessed One addressed the monks. 

3) I shall teach you the Dharma good at the beginning, good in the middle good at the end, whose meaning 
is good, whose letter is good, unique of its kind, complete; I shall explain to you the very pure and proper brahmic 
conduct, namely, the sutra on emptiness in the supreme meaning of the word. Listen then; reflect well appropriately. 

I will speak. 

4) What is the sutra on emptinesss in the supreme meaning of the word? The eye, O monks, when it is 
born, does not come from any place, and when it perishes, does not go anyplace. 

5) [Translation modeled on the Chinese version, T 99, p. 92c 17-18]: Thus, the eye is not real and 
nevertheless is bom; being born, it perishes. - [Another translation]: Thus the eye exists after having been non¬ 
existent and, after having existed, it disappears. 

6) There is action, there is retribution, but there is no agent who rejects these aggregates and assumes other 
aggregates, except that that is a metaphor to designate the law [of pratltyasamutpada in direct order]. 
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paramarthasunyata, ‘absolute emptiness’? The eye ( caksus ), when it is bom, does not come from anywhere; 
when it perishes, it does not go anywhere. There is only action ( karman ) and retribution of action 
(, karmavipaka ); the agent ( karaka ) does not exist. It is the same for the ear ( srotra ), the nose ( ghrana ), the 
tongue (Jihvd), the body (kayo) and the mind ( manas ).” 549 

Here, to affirm that by arising [the dharmas] come from nowhere and by perishing they go nowhere is to 
say that there are no eternal dharmas and that they are impermanent ( anitya); there is only action and the 
retribution of action, but the agent does not exist. In the sravaka system, that is absolute emptiness 
( paramarthasunyata). Why are you telling us about an ’emptiness of all dharmas’ (sarvadharmasunyatap. 

Answer. - 1) The self (atman) is the root {mulct) of all the passions ( klesa ). First, one is attached to the five 
aggrergates ( skandha ) as if they were the self (dtmari)\ then, one is attached to outer things ( bdhyavastu) as 
if they were ‘mine’ (dtmfya). Tied (. baddha ) by the ‘mine’, one produces love (; raga ) and hatred ( dvesa) and 
as a result of this love and hatred, one carries out actions (karman). When the Buddha says [in the 
Paramarthasunyatasutra cited above] that ’’the agent does not exist” ( kdrakas tu nopalabhyate), he destroys 
the atman in every dharma. When he says: ‘‘The eye, at the moment when it arises, does not come from 
anywhere and, at the moment when it perishes, it goes nowhere” he is affirming the impermanence of the 
eye, etc. But ‘‘that which is impermanent is suffering (yad anityam tad duhkham) and that which is 
suffering is without ‘me’ (atman) and ‘mine’ (atmfya).” 55 ' 1 The ‘me’ and the ‘mine’ not existing, the mind 
is not attached to any dharma, and the mind, not being attached to any dharma, no longer gives rise to any 
fetter ( samyojana ). Since it does not give rise to any fetters, what is the good of preaching emptiness? This 
is why, in the Tripitaka, the Buddha above all speaks of impermanence (anitya), suffering ( duhkha ), 
emptiness (sunya) and non-self ( andtman ), but speaks much less of the ‘emptiness of all dharmas’. 

2) However, some beings, even though they hear the Buddha talking about impermanence, suffering, 
emptiness and non-self, continue to chatter uselessly about dharmas. To these people, the Buddha preaches 
the emptiness of things (dharmasunyata). If there is no self, neither is there any ‘mine’ and this absence of 
‘me’ and ‘mine’ leads into the doctrine of emptiness. 


7) The same must be said of the ear, the nose, the tongie and the mind. 

8) I said: ‘‘Except that that is a metaphor to designate the law.” Here this metaphor is about the law that is 
expressed thus: “This being, that is; from the production of this, that is produced, i.e., the formations have as 
condition ignorance, consciousness has for condition the formations:, etc., up to: “Such is the origin of this whole 
mass of suffering.” 

9) Moreover: “This not being, that is not; by the destruction of this, that is destroyed, i.e., from the 
destruction of ignorance the destruction of the fonnations results; from the destruction of the formations the 
destrution of consciousness results”, etc., up to: “Such is the destruction of this entire mass of suffering.” 

10) That, O monks, is the sennon called ‘emptiness in the supreme sense of the word’. 

11) Thus spoke the Blessed One; the monks’minds were delighted and they rejoiced, praising the words of 
the Blessed One. 

549 See paragraphs 4, 5, and 7 of the preceding note. 

550 Samyutta, III, p. 22, 23: Yad aniccam tarn dukkham yarn dukkham tad anattdyad anattd tam netam mama. 
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6. The non-self leads logically to emptiness of dharmas 


Question. - Then why does the Buddha say [in the Paramarthasunyatasutra cited above]: “There is action 
and there is retribution of action (asti karma, asti karmavipakah )”? This action and this retribution of action 
are not empty ( sunya ). 

Answer. - 1) The Buddha’s sermon (dharmadesand) is twofold: i ) he is preaching the non-self ( andtman ); 
ii ) he is preaching the non-dharma ( adharma ). 

To those who belive in an eternal atman, he says that “the agent does not exist ( kdrakas tu nopalabhyate ); 
to those who are attached to the view of nihilism ( ucchedadrstyabhinivista ) he says that’’there is action and 
the retribution of action (asti karmasti karmavipakah)". 

If a person hears it said that the agent does not exist, he ends up by falling into the view of nihilism 
(ucchedadrsti) and it is for him that the Buddha says that “there is action and retribution of action”. 
Actually, the five aggregates [of the present existence ( aihikaskandha )] carry out actions ( karman ) but do 
not go into the future lifetime ( aparajanman ): as a result of the five skandhas [of the present lifetime], there 
arises a new series ( samtdna, prabandha) of five skandhas which itself undergoes the retribution of actions 
(karmavipaka). This is why the Buddha says that one suffers the retribution of actions. 

Thus, the mother and the baby, although their bodies are different, constitute a causal series; also, when the 
mother takes a medicine, her sick baby is cured. In the same way, although the five skandhas of the present 
lifetime and the five skandhas of the future lifetime are different, between them there is a continuity having 
as cause and condition the sinful or meritorious actions [of the present lifetime], although as a result of the 
five aggregates of the present lifetime, one takes on the five aggergates of the next lifetime as retribution. 

2) Moreover, there are people who, looking for the nature of things (dharmata), are attached to one single 
thing: existence ( astitd), non-existence ( ndstitd), the eternal (sdsvata ), impermanence ( anitya ), etc. 

Attached to this one thing, they have love (trsna) for their own system and hatred ( dvesa ) for others’ 
systems; then they commit evil actions. It is for these people that the Buddha preaches the ‘emptiness of all 
dharmas’ (sarvadharmasunyata), for no system is possible when all dharmas are empty. Any system that 
one loves produces fetters ( samyojana ) and, producing fetters, it is cause and condition for ignorance 
(avidyd). If it produces ignorance, how could it be true? That is the emptiness of dharmas 

7. The Buddha adapts his teaching to the preferences and capacities of beings 


Moreover, there are two kinds of beings:;) those who are attached to the world ( lokdsakta ); ii) those who 
seek the supramundane (lokottaraparyesin). Among those who seek the supramundane, there are the 
superior ( agra ), the middling ( madhya ) and the inferior (avara ). 
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The superior beings are the beings with sharp faculties ( tiksnendriya ), who are of great mind and who seek 
the bodhi of the Buddhas. The middling beings are beings of medium faculties (madhyendriya ) who seek 
the bodhi of the pratyekabuddhas. The inferior beings are beings of weak faculties ( mrdvindriya ) who seek 
the bodhi of the sravakas. 551 

To those who seek the bodhi of the Buddhas, the Buddha preaches the six perfections ( paramita) and the 
emptiness of things ( dharmasunyata). 

To those who seek the bodhi of the pratyekabuddhas, he preaches the twelve causes ( dvddasaniddna ) [of 
dependent origination (pratftyasamutpdda )] and the conduct of the hermit ( ekacdrin ). 552 

To those who seek the bodhi of the sravakas, he preached the emptiness of beings (sattvasunyata) and the 
four noble truths (diyasatya). 


[Prosopopeia of the deer, the rhinoceros and the elephant.] - 1) The sravakas fear samsara and, hearing 
about the emptiness of beings, the four noble truths, impermanence, suffering, emptiness and non-self, they 
abstain from proliferation (prapahca ) about dharmas. Example: in a park, the deer ( mrga ), struck by a 
poisoned arrow ( visesu ), seeks only its own safety without thinking about others. 

2) Completely disgusted as they are by old age (jard ), sickness ( vyddhi ) and death (: marana ), the 
pratyekabuddhas consider somewhat the profound dependent origination ( pratftyasamutpdda) and save a 
few beings. Example: the rhinoceros ( khadgavisdna ) in a park which, although struck by a poisoned arrow, 
still busies itself with its children. 

3) Completely disgusted as they are with old age, sickness nd death, the bodhisattvas completely sink into 
the twelve-membered dependent origination, penetrate the emptiness of things ( dharmasunyata) and enter 
into the immense fundamental element ( dharmadhdtu ). Example: The king of the white elephants in rut 

(svetagandhahastin ) in a hunting park: although struck by a poisoned arrow, he cares about the hunter 
(vyddha), has no fear ( bhaya ) and, at the head of his troupe, walks away with slow steps. 

This is why not much is said in the Tripitaka about the emptiness of things ( dharmasunyata). 

8. Canonical sutras teaching the emptiness of dharmas 555 


However, sometimes thre are brahmacarins with keen faculties ( tiksnendriya ) who, while seeking the true 
nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas, are not disgusted with old age (jard), sickness (vyddhi) and death 


551 The bodhi or prajna of the sravakas, the pratyekabuddhas and the bodhisattva-buddhas has been fully studied 
above, p. 1066-1079F. 

552 On the two kinds of pratyekabuddhas, living in groups (vargacdrin) or living alone (ekacdrin) like the rhinoceros 
(khadgavisanakalpa), see above, p. 1069F, n. 1. 

553 See above, p. 1079-1081F and n. 
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(marana) and are attached to all kinds of dharmata. It is for them that [in a few sutras of the Tripitaka] the 
emptiness of dharmas ( dharmasunyatd) is preached: 

[1. Srenikaparivrdjakasutra. | 5 4 - Thus the brahmacarin Sien-ni (Srenika) [who had faith in the Buddha’s 
words], denied that the five aggergates ( skandha ) were a reality ( tattva ) and denied that there was a reality 
outside of the five aggregates. 


554 Srenikaparivrdjakasutra of the Samyukta, T 99, no. 105, k. 5, p. 31cl5-32cl, related in some places to several 
suttas of the Samyutta: Kutiihalasutta, IV, p. 398-400; Yamaka, III, p. 111-112 , Anuradha, IV, p. 383-384. Later, the 
Traite (k. 42, p. 368b20-c25) will give a free version of this sutra in the following words: - Srenika, uncle [of the 
brahmana Sanjaya], old, wise and possessing great fame, went forth from home and studied vastly all the texts. He 
cultivated his mind, sat in meditation and practiced the Path. One day, in search of wisdom, he went to the 
Kutuhalasala. There the brahmacarins said to him: Six teachers claim omniscience ( sarvajna ). Purana Kasyapa has 
great renown ( yasasvin ) and commands a large group ( ganacarya ). When one of his disciples dies, great or small, 
Purana does not reveal the place where he will take rebirth. The other five teachers, when one of their disciples dies, 
great or small, do reveal the place where he has taken rebirth. The Buddha also is a great teacher and possesses great 
renown. When one of his disciples dies, if this disciple is minor, the Buddha reveals the place where he has taken 
rebirth; but if this disciple is great, the Buddha does not reveal the place where he has been reborn. 

Another time, Srenika went to the Buddha and, having exchanged pleasantries, sat down at one side and 
asked the Buddha: Will the Buddha allow me to ask a question? The Buddha gave him permission, and Srenika said 
to him: Once I went to the Kutuhalasala where I talked to people. And Srenika reported to the Buddha what he had 
then heard. Then he continued: At this moment I had the following thought: It is a rule for the Buddha to affirm that 
if his disciple is minor, he will take rebirth, but if he is great, he does not take rebirth. Is that correct? 

The Buddha said to Srenika: My Dhanna is very profound, subtle and difficult to understand. During the 
long night, you have shared other views ( drsti ), other desires ( rdga ), other systems ( dharma ). By yourself you 
cannot see my Dharma. The brahmacarin Srenika said to the Buddha: As for myself, I sincerely honor the Buddha 
and I would like him to teach me the Holy Dhanna out of his great pity, so that right here I would find the ‘Eye’ 

(. caksus ). 

The Buddha said to the brahmacarin: What do you think ( tat kim manyase )? Do you consider the rupa to 
be tathdgata (rupam tathdgatha iti samanupasyasi )? - No! [Note that Kumarajrva here renders tathdgata by jou k’iu 
instead of the usual jou lai.\ 

Do you consider vedana, samjna, samskdra and vijndna to be tathagata? - No! 

Do you consider that the tathagata is in the rupa ( rupe tathdgata iti samanupsyasi )? - No! 

Do you consider that the tathagata is in the vedana, samjna, samskdra or vijndna ? - No! 

Do you consider that the tathagata is elsewhere than in the rupa ( anyatra rupa)? - No! 

Do you consider that the tathagata is elsewhere than in the vednana, samjna, samskdra and vijndna ? - No! 

Do you consider the tathagata as free of rupa, vedana, samjna, samskdra and vijndna ? - No! 

Since you do not consider the tathagata in any way, should you feel any doubt and ask yourself exactly 
what is the Buddha’s Dharma about? - No! 

The Buddha said to Srenika: To my disciples who have not understood my Dharma well, I say that there is 
a rebirth (punarbhava ) for they retain traces (avasesa) of the original egotism ( asmimdna ); to my disciples who have 
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[2. Dirghanakhasutra.] 55S - To a powerful brahmacarin scholar , the Buddha answered: “In my system, I 
accept neither existence ( astitd) nor non-existence ( ndstitd). Why do you take part in this idle chatter 
( prapanca )? Existence and non-existence are mere idle gossip and birth-places ( upapattisthana ) for the 
fetters ( samyojana ).” 

[3. Mahasunyatasutra.] 556 - In the Tsa-a-han (Samyuktagama), the Ta-k'ong king (Mahasunyatasutra) 
speaks of two kinds of emptiness: the emptiness of beings ( sattvasunyata) and the emptiness of things 
( dharmasunyata). 

[4. Sattvasutra.] 551 - In the Lo-t’o king (Kolopamasutras], it is said: “The aggregate of form ( rupaskandha ), 
O Radha, destroy it, break it reduce it to nothing.” 

understood the meaning well, I deny that there is a place where they take rebirth, for they have eliminated the 
original egotism without a trace. 

At these words, Srenika found the Way and, having found the Way, he arose from his seat and said to the 
Buddha: I would like to obtain the going-forth ( pravrajya) to follow the Path. At once, his beard and his hair fell off 
by themselves and he became a sramana. Shortly afterwards, he obtained the fruit of arhat, for he had received from 
the Buddha the Dharma eye which is undeceived. 

This sutra mster, Srenika, was [at first] one convinced by faith ( adhimukta ): he was convinced that the 
Buddha could make him find the Way, but that was only a beginner’s faith. Later when he had heard the Buddha, he 
destroyed egotism ( ahamkara ) and understood that, from the beginning (adita eva ) there never was an atman. The 
atman being non-existent, there are no dharmas that depend on it: they are like a magic show ( mdya), a dream 
(svapna ), deceivers, false and non-existent. From then on, in possession of the power of faith ( sraddhabala ), Srenika 
entered into the true nature of dhannas ( dharmata) and no longer grasped the rupa as tathagata, etc., nor the vijhana 
as tathagata. 

- From the earliest Prajnaparamitasutras, the wandering mendicant Srenika appears as the prototype of the 
Mahayanist saint. By letting himself be guided by faith and by taking as criterion the nature of things as it appeared 
in the knowledge of the Omniscient One, he no longer kept any dhanna. He no longer seized any dharma that might 
be taken or let go, including nirvana. Cf. Astasahasrika, p. 51: So 'tra sarvatra sraddhanusan sarvajhajhane 
dharmatam pramdnikrtyaivam adhimukta iti tena na kascid dharmah parigrhito ndpi sa kascid dharmo ya 
upalabdho yam sa grhmyad muhced va sa nirvanam api na manyate. - For more details, see also 
Pancavimsatisahasrika, p. 134-135 (T 223, K. 3, p. 236a; T 220, vol. VII, k. 409, p. 48b); Astadasasahasrika, T 220, 
vol. VII, k. 485, p. 460b; Satasahasrika, p. 633 (T 220, vol. V, k. 37, p. 209b). 

In the Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 1, p. 3a8, Srenika is transcribed as Si-ni-kia. 

555 Dfrghanakhasutra according to the version establiushed above (p. 1688F) by the Traite. Cf. the Dighanakhasutta 
of Majjhima, I, p. 497-501 (Tsa-a-han, T 99, no. 969, k. 34, p. 249a-250a: Pie-yi-tsa-a-han, T 100, no. 203, k. 11, p. 
449a-b) partly having its Sanskrit correspondent in the Avadanasataka, II, p. 187 foil. 

The brahmacarin DIrghanakha, uncle of Sariputra, is often mentioned in the Traite, (cf. P. 45-5 IF, 184F, 
633F, 639F, 1576F, 1688F). 

556 Mahasunyatasutra of the Nidanasamyukta, p. 152-157, already cited above in full (p. 1079F, 2067F. 

557 Sattasutra of the Samyutta, III, p. 190: Evam eva kho Radha tumhe rupam vikiratha vidhamata viddhamsetha 
vikTlanikam karotha tanhakkhayayapatipajjatha. 
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[5. Kolopamasutra ,] 55 - In the Fci-yii king (Kolopamasutra), it is said: “Good [295c] dharmas should be 
abandoned and a fortiori bad dharmas (, adharma ).” 

[6. Parayanasutra and Arthavarglyani sutrani.] - In the Po-lo-yen king (Parayanasutra) 559 and the Li-tching 
king (Arthavarglyani sutrani), it is said: 

The sage does not accept or retain any dharma. 

Accepting and retaining dharmas is to produce idle chatter. 

If there is nothing on which to lean, 

There is no idle chatter. 

The saints who have attained bodhi 

Neither take nor reject dharmas. 

Free of taking or rejecting, 

They eliminate all wrong views. 560 

Thus, in many places in the Tripitaka, the emptiness of things (dharmasunyata) is spoken of. 

That is the ‘emptiness of all dharmas’ ( sarvadharmasunyata). 


558 Short extract from Majjhima, I, p. 135: Kulldpamam vo bhikkhave ajanantehi dhammapi vo pahdtabbdpag eva 
adhamma. Text already cited above, p. 64F, 2094F and later k. 85, p. 657a2. Here dhamma and adhamma are taken 
in the sense of good and bad teachings. 

559 Parayanasutra is just a simple title here not accompanied by any citation. But above (p. 237F), the Traite has 
referred to the UpasTvapariprccha of Parayana and gave two stanzas corresponding to verses 1075 and 1076 of the 
Suttanipata. 

Transl: “When the saint has disappeared, must it be said that he is no longer, must it be said that he is forever free of 
pain? Explain that to me, O Sage, for you know this. - About the one who has disappeared, there is no measure; 
there is nothing of him that allows speaking about it; all the things that constituted him are abolished; do you so 
abolish all ways of speech.” 

- The ‘abolition of all ways of speech’ is very close to ‘elimination of all speech and all practice’ 

(sarvavadacaryoccheda ), the last word of the Madhyamika philosophy: see p. 45F. 

560 The two stanzas of the Arthavarglyani sutrani cited here correspond in some places to a stanza of the 
Dutthatthakasutta of the Pali Atthakavagga: Suttanipata, verse 787. 

Transl. - “The committed person undergoes various criticisms, but what to say about an emancipated 
person? In him nothing is accepted or rejected. He has shaken off all philosphical views here below.” 

- For the Prajnas, this ideal of emancipation is fulfilled by the parivrajaka Srenika who took dharmata as 
his sole criterion by basing himself on the non-existence of all dharmas ( sarvadharmcinupalabdhitcim updddya), the 
non-taking and the non-rejection of all the teachings ( sarvadharmanam aparigrahanutsargam updddya ): cf. 
Pancavimsati, p. 134-125. 
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Anupalambhasunyata 

Thirteenth Section EMPTINESS 15: EMPTINESS CONSISTING OF 
NON-PERCEPTION 561 

I. VARIOUS DEFINITIONS OF NON-PERCEPTION 56 ' 


Emptiness consisting of non-perception ( anupalambhasunyata). - 

1. Some say: In the aggregates ( skandha ), the elements ( dhdtu ) and the bases of consciousness (dyatana), 
no self (atmari), no eternal dharma ( nityadharma ) is to be perceived ( nopalabhyate ): that is emptiness of 
non-perception. 

2. Others say: If one looks for some dharma in causes and conditions (pratftyasamutpdda ), it is never 
perceived, just as the fist ( must! ) is not perceived in the five fingers ( anguli ), 

3. Others say: All dharmas and their causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ) are absolutely non-perceived 
{atyantdnupalabdha): that is what emptiness of non-perception is. 

II. IF DHARMAS ARE NOT PERCEIVED, IT IS BECAUSE THEY DO NOT 
EXIST 


Question. - Why do you assert this emptiness of non-perception? If dharmas are not perceived, is this due 
to weakness of knowledge ( jnanadaurbalya ) or because they do not truly exist? 

Answer. - It is because dharmas really do not exist that they are not perceived, 563 and not due to weakness 
of knowledge. 

561 For the Prajnaparamitasutras (above, p. 2035F) it is anupalambhasunyata when neither past, present nor duration 
of the present are perceived. In other words, dhannas are situated outside of time and by that very fact are shielded 
from becoming. Here the Traite is proposing a series of other explanations and seems to end up with the following: 
Anupalambhasunyata is an emptiness consisting of non-perception, in the sense that all dharmas, coarse ( sthula ) or 
subtle ( suksma ), up to and including nirvana without residue of conditioning, elude perception ( upalabdhi ), gain 

( Icibha ), not that the knowledge is too weak to grasp them, but because ‘dharmas do not really exist’. As the objector 
will note, no. 15 is almost mixed up with absolute emptiness ( atyantasunyata , no. 9). In practice, the real yogin does 
not perceive bad ( akusala) or impure ( sasrava ) dharmas such as the three poisons and, if he still perceives the good 
qualities, such as the dharmas of the Path, it is only from the point of view of the absolute truth ( paramarthasatya ) 
for which the true nature of dhannas is the absence of characteristic. 

562 The first explanation cites the sattvasunyata (emptiness of ‘me’ and ‘mine’) professed by the two Vehicles; the 
two other explanations refer to the dharmasunyatci (emptiness of things even in their causes and conditions) put forth 
in the Greater Vehicle. 
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III. USEFULNESS OF THE EMPTINESS OF NON-PERCEPTION 


Question. - If that is so, [the emptiness of non-perception, anupalambhasunyata, no. 15) is not different 
from absolute emptiness ( atyantasunyatd, no.13). Why add one more emptiness of non-perception? 

Answer. - Hearing that emptinesses no. 9 and 13, which were discussed above, are nothing at all ( akimcid ), 
people are frightened (bhaya), hesitate and wonder: “If they tell us now about an emptiness of non¬ 
perception, it is because the search for a reality ( dravyapaiyesana ) has not succeeded.” In order to cut short 
this hesitation ( kdhksd) and fear {bhaya), the Buddha speaks about the emptiness of non-perception. How? 

The Buddha said: “From my first production of the mind of bodhi (prathamacittotpdda ) to the moment 
when I became Buddha, a Buddha of the ten powers, I have looked for a reality in dharmas, but without 
ever finding it.” 564 That is indeed the emptiness of non-perception. 


IV. THE NON-PERCEPTION OF DHARMAS 


Question. - What is the non-perception of things ( vastvanupalambha )? 


563 This is why, despite the criticisms addressed to me [Lamotte] from the other side of the Atlantic, I have often 
translated and will continue to translate nopalababhyate (pou k’o tfi) by ‘does not exist’. Here also I have had the 
pleasure of coming up against I. B. Homer, who in her Middle Length Sayings, I, p. 177, n. 3, explains 
anupalabhyamdne as either ‘not to be known’ or ‘not existing’. 

564 Astadasasah., II, ed. E. Conze, p. 33: Na me Subhutepurvarn bodhisattvacarikam carata kasyacid dharmasya 
svabhava upalabdho rupam iti va vedaneti va... yavad bodhir iti va. Evam khalu Subhute bodhisattvo mahasattvah 
prajhdpdramitaydm carati prathamacittotpadam upaddya yavad anuttaram samyaksambodhim abhisambhotsyate 
‘nupalambhayogena sarvadharmanam ca svabhavakusalena bhavitasyam. - Long ago when I was practicing the 
career of Bodhisattva, O Subhuti, I never perceived the intrinsic nature of any dharma, whether it was form, 
feeling... or even bodhi. Therefore, O Subhuti, the bodhisattva-mahasattva practices the perfection of wisdom by a 
method of non-perceiving from his first production of the mind of bodhi until the moment when he awakens into 
supreme perfect enliughtenment; he should practice competency in self nature of all dharmas.” 

The last phrase of the original text lacks clarity. The Chinese versions of the Pancavimsati (T223, k. 23, p. 
392a24-29; T 220. vol. VII, k. 468, p. 369a-s) and the Astadasa (T 220, vol. VII, k. 530, p. 720a) seem to be based 
on the following reading: Evam khalu Subhute bodhisattvena mahasattvena prajhdpdramitaydm carata 
prathamacittopadam upaddya yavad anuttaram samyaksambodhim sarvadharmanam svabhavakusalena 
bhavitavyam. - “It is thus, O Subhuti, that the bodhisattva who practices the perfection of wisdom should practice 
expertise in the self nature of all dharmas, and this from his first production of the mind of bodhi until supreme 
complete enlightenment.” 
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Answer. - All dharmas up to and including nirvana without residue of conditioning ( nirupadhisesanirvana) 
being non-perceived, there is the emptiness consisting of non-perception (, anupalambhasunyata). 

Moreover, the yogin who acquires this emptiness of non-perception does not perceive ( nopalcibhatef 65 the 
three poisons (visa), the four torrents ( ogha ) or the four attachments (yoga), 566 the five obstacles 
(mvarana), the six thirsts ( trsna ), 568 the seven perverse latent tendencies ( anusaya ), 569 the eight 
perditions ( mithyatva ), 570 the nine fetters (samyojana) 51 ' the ten bad paths of action 
(akusalakarmapatha). 511 All these bad vile bonds (bandhana) being non-perceived, the emptiness of non¬ 
perception is spoken of. 

Question. - If that is so, what benefits are there in cultivating this emptiness of non-perception? 

Answer. - [The yogin] perceives (upalabhate) morality (sila), concentration (samadhi) and wisdom 
(prajna ); 573 he perceives the four fruits of the religious life (, sramanyaphala ), 574 the five spiritual faculties 
(indriya), 515 the five elements constituting the saint (asaiksaskandha), 516 the six discriminations of 

chh , cto 

equanimity (iipeksopavicdra), the seven factors of enlightenment (sambodhyahga), the nine successive 
absorptions (anupurvasamdpatti), 519 the ten qualities of the saint (asaiksadharma) 5 0 and other ‘qualities of 
the sravaka’ of this type. If, in addition, he perceives the prajnaparamita, he fulfills completely 


565 Upalabhate taken here in the sense of perceiving and acquiring. 

566 The four ogha or yoga: kdma bhava, drsti, avidya: cf. DTgha, III, p. 230. 176; Kosa, V, p. 75. 

567 The five mvarana: kamacchanda, vyapada, styanamiddha, auddhatyakaukrtya, vicikitsd: cf. DTgha, III, p. 278; 
Kosa, V, p. 98. 

568 Six trsna related respectively to rupa, sabda, gandha, rasa, sprastavya, dharma; cf. DTgha, II, p. 58. 

569 Seven anusaya: kdmaraga, pratigha, bhavaraga, mdna, avidya, drsti, vicikitsd; cf. DTgha, III, p. 254, 282; Kosa, 

V, p. 3. 

570 Eight mithyatva: mithyddrsti, mithydsamkalpa, mithyavdc, mithyakarmdnta, mithydjrva, mithyavydydma, 
mithyasmrti, mithyasamddhi ; cf. DTgha, II, p. 353; III, p. 254; Anguttara, II, p. 221; 1; IV, p. 237. 

J71 Nine samyojana: anunaya, pratigha, mdna avidya, drsti, pardmarsa, vicikitsd, irsya, matsarya; cf. Kosa, V, p. 
81-82. 

572 Ten akusalakarmapatha,pranatipata, etc.; cf. DTgha, III, p. 269; Kosa, IV, p. 137. 

573 STla, samadhi and prajna are the three elements constituting the Noble Path; cf. DTgha, II, p. 81, 84; Itivuttaka, p. 
51. 

574 Srotaapattiphala, etc. 

575 Seep. 1125-1127F. 

576 The five anasravaskandha, morality, etc.; cf. p. 1233F, n.l; 1349-1359F. 

577 The six upeksopavicdra, discriminations of equanimity relative to rupa, sabda, gandha, rasa, sprastavya and 
dharma ; cf. DTgha, p. 245; Majjhima, III, p. 239-240; Kosa, III, p. 108. 

578 Seep. 1128-1129F 

579 Seep. 1308F. 

580 The ten asaiksahga, namely, the eight factors of the Path described as ‘ asaiksa ’ plus the perfect deliverance 
belonging to the arhats (asaiksi samyagvimukti) and the knowledge of acquisition of this deliverance ( asaiksa 
samyagjhana ); cf. the ten asekhiyd dhammci in Anguttara, V, p. 222; and Kosa, VI, p. 295. 
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( paripurayati ) the six perfections ( paramita) and the qualities ( guna ) of the ten bhumis [of the bodhisattva]. 

[296a] 

Question. - But above you said that “all the dharmas up to and including nirvana are not perceived”; why 
do you now say that the yogin “perceives morality, concentration, wisdom and up to the ten qualities of the 
saint?” 581 

Answer. - Although these dharmas are ‘perceived’ ( upalabdha ), they all promote the emptiness of non¬ 
perception and to this extent, they are also said to be ‘non-perceived’ (, anupalabdha ). Moreover, as [the 
yogin] does not take them up ( nadadati ) and is not attached ( ndbhinivisate ) to them, they are not perceived; 
as unconditioned dharmas (, asamskrta ), they are not perceived; as noble truths (aryasatya ), they are not 
perceived; as absolute truth ( paramdrthasatya ), they are not perceived. 

Although they have attained these qualities (guna), the saints who enter into nirvana without residue of 
conditioning {nirupadhisesanirva.net) do not regard them as acquired ( labdha ); it is ordinary people 
( prthagjana ) who regard them as great acquisitions ( mahalabha ). Thus the lion ( simha ), even when he has 
feats to his credit, does not consider them as marvelous (dscarya ); it is the other beings who, on seeing 
them, consider them to be extraordinary ( adbhuta ). 

It is in this sense that [the Prajnaparamitasutra] asserts an’emptiness of non-perception’ [or of non¬ 
existence] here. 


Abhavadisunyata 

Fourteenth Section EMPTINESSES 16 TO 18: EMPTINESS OF NON¬ 
EXISTENCE, OF EXISTENCE ITSELF, OF BOTH NON- 
EXISTENTENCE AND EXISTENCE ITSELF 582 


I. FIRST EXPLANATION 


581 For these ‘ten qualities of the saint’ (p. 296a2), one variant substitutes the ‘qualities of the bhumis’. 

582 These three emptinesses summarize, in a condensed form, the proof of universal emptiness. The 
Prajnaparamitasutra which mentions them three times defines only the third, the abhavasvabhavasunyata (see above, 
p. 1035F, §16). In the following explanations, the Traite establishes a parallel between these last three emptinesses 
and the preceding fifteen. Actually, as the author has pointed out at the start of this chapter, the emptinesses all 
concern one and the same absence of self nature and of characteristics and are unequivocal and interchangeable. 

Flere Kumarajlva resorts to some rather unusual expressions to render emptinesses 16 to 18: he translates 
abhavasvabhavasunyata by wou fa k’ong, svabhavasunyata by yeou fa k’ong and abhavasvabhavasunyata by wou 
fa yeou fa k ’ong. 
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1. Emptiness of non-existence ( abhdvasunyatd). - Some say that non-existence (abhava) is the destruction 
(nirodha ) of dharmas, but as this destruction does not exist, [the Prajnapmaramitasutra] speaks here of 
‘emptiness of non-existence’. 

2. Emptiness of existence itself ( svabhavasunyata). - Dharmas arising from a complex of causes and 
conditions (hetupratyayasamagryutpanna), they have no self existence ( svabhdva ). As existence itself does 
not exist, [the Prajnaparamitasiitra] speaks here of ‘emptiness of existence itself. 

3. Emptiness of non-existence and of existence itself ( abhdvasvabhdvasunyatd). - Since it is impossible to 
grasp the mark of non-existence ( abhavanimitta ) and the mark of existence itself ( svabhdvanimitta ), there 
is ‘emptiness of non-existence and existence itself. Moreover, the consideration of non-existence and 
existence itself as empty has the name ‘emptiness of non-existence and existence itself. Finally, the yogin 
who considers ( samanupasyati ) the arising ( utpdda ) and cessation ( nirodha ) of dharmas looks at it 
alternately from the viewpoint of existence itself ( svabhdvamukha ) and the viewpoint of non-existence 

(i abhdvamukha ). When he considers the arising (utpdda), he feels joy (saumanasya) and when he considers 
the cessation, he feels sad ( daurmanasya ). But if this yogin discovers the emptiness of arising 
( utpddasunyatd), he destroys the mind of joy ( saumanasyacitta ), and if he disovers the emptiness of 
cessation (nirodhasunyata), he destroys the mind of sadness ( daurmanasyacitta ). Why? [Because he sees 
that, on the one hand], arising is not a gain ( labha ) and on the other hand, cessation ( nirodha ) is not a loss 
(i aldbha ). As he thus eliminates these mundane (laukika) thoughts of joy and sadness, there is ‘emptiness of 
non-existence and of existence itself. 

Of the eighteen emptinesses, the first three, [namely, adhydtmasunyatd, bahirdhasunyata and 
adhydtmabahirdhdsunyatd\ destroy all the dharmas; the last three also destroy all the dharmas. Actually, 

1. the emptiness of existence itself (svabhavasunyata, no. 17) destroys the time of production ( utpdda ) and 
the time of duration (sthiti) of all the dharmas. 

2. the emptiness of non-existence (abhdvasunyatd, no. 16) destroys the time of disappearance (vyaya) of all 
the dharmas. 

3. the emptiness of non-existence and of existence itself (abhdvasvabhdvasunyatd, no. 18) destroys 
production ( utpdda) and disappearance (vyaya) at the same time and together. 


II. SECOND EXPLANATION 


Some say: 

1-2. The emptiness of past (atfta) and future (andgata) dharmas is called emptiness of non-existence 
(abhdvasunyatd, no. 16); the emptiness of present dharmas is called emptiness of existence itself 
(svabhdbasunyatd, no. 17). Why? 

The disappearance (vyaya) and change (anyathdtva) of past (atfta) dharmas leads to non-existence 
(abhava)', future (andgata) dharmas, the causes and conditions for which have not come together, are 


1766 



without arising, without existence, without exit and without production; this is why they are ‘non- 
existence’ ( abhdva ). - As for present ( pratyutpanna ) dharmas and unconditioned dharmas (, asamskrta ), by 
the very fact that they presently exist, they are called ‘existence itself ( svabhdva ). 

3. The two, [namely, non-existence ( abhdva ) and existence itself (svabhdva)], together being empty, they 
are called ‘emptiness of non-existence and of existence itself (, abhdvasvabhdvasunyatd, no. 18). 


III. THIRD EXPLANATION 


Finally, others say: 

1. Unconditioned dharmas ( asamskrta ), being without production ( utpdda ), without duration ( sthiti) and 
without disappearance ( vyaya ), are called ‘non-existence’ (abhdva). 

2. Conditioned dharmas, having production, duration and disappearance, are called ‘existence itself 
(svabhdva). 

[196b] 3 .These [two categories of dharmas] being likewise empty, there is ‘emptiness of non-existence and 
of existence itself. 


Therefore the bodhisattva who wishes to become established [in the eighteen emptinesses], from the 
emptiness of inner dharmas (adhyatmasunyata) up to the emptiness of non-existence and of existence itself 
(abhavasvabhavasunyat a), should practice the Prajiiaparamita. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The Mahaprajnaparamitopadesa (in short, Upadesa) is an Indian commentaiy on the 
Pancavimsatisahasrikaprajnaparamita-sutra (in short, PPS). The original text has not come down to us, but 
it is known by a partially abridged Chinese version, the Ta tche tou louen (T 1509), executed between 402 
and 406 AD at Tch'ang-ngan by the Serindian master Kumarajiva. This version comprises two series of 
chapters: 

1. A first series of fifty-two chapters (T 1509, p. 57c-314b), gathered into an initial chapter bearing the 
numeral I. 

2. A second series of eighty-nine chapters (T 1509, p. 314b-756c), numbered from II to XC. 

The first series appears to be an integral version of the Indian original, the second series as an abridged 
version. 

My [Lamotte] work, the Trade de la Grande Vertu de Sagesse, which presently consists of five volumes, 
published at Louvain between 1944 and 1980, is a French translation of the fifty-two chapters of the first 
series and chapter XX of the second series. 

In the course of chapters XLIX to LII of the present volume, volume V, the bodhisattva of the PPS 
continues to adorn his future buddha-field by formulating a series of vows, the success of which absolutely 
requires the practice of the Prajnaparamita. To the twenty-four vows already formulated in chapters XLII to 
XLVII of volume IV, thirty-eight further vows are about to be added here. 

The great aspiration ( adhydsaya ) of the bodhisattva knows no limits and. if all his wishes were realized, 
some least expected consequences would result. Thus, if a single sermon would suffice to establish all 
beings in Buddhahood, what would still be the need for innumerable Tathagatas who follow one another in 
the world in order to put an end to universal suffering? To want to establish all beings in Buddhahood all at 
once would result in the interruption of the lineage of the Buddhas ( buddhavamsasamuccheda ), something 
no-one would want. 

But such considerations are valid only in relative truth. From the point of view of absolute truth, the vows 
of the bodhisattva are fully justified and completely realizable. Even more so, they have already been 
realized. In the view of the Prajna, beings are empty of 'me' and of 'mine', <vi>, dharmas are without 
intrinsic nature and specific characteristic. Their true nature is absence of characteristic. The 
Prajnaparamita alone penetrates it and penetrates it by not cognizing it, for it is free of any opinion. Since 
there is nothing to hope for, the wise man wishes for nothing and, in this sense, all his wishes are realized 
before being formulated. Furthermore, the wise man, having no substantial reality, is nothing but a name. 

To these wishes the Upadesa dedicates commentaries that have the precision and technique of an 
Abhidharma treatise; it multiplies references to the sutras of the Lesser Vehicle as well as to those of the 
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Greater Vehicle. In its eyes, both the Tripitaka and the Mahayanasutras are the Words of the Buddha, but it 
is in the PPS that the Buddha spoke most clearly of the true nature of dharmas (p. 2189F). 

The problem of causality is tackled in chapter XLIX where it is said that the bodhisattva wishes to 
understand the four conditions (p. 2170F). There the Upadesa sees an allusion to a system of causality 
where four conditions (pratyaya ) and six causes ( hetu ) play a part in the production and cessation of 
conditioned dharmas. The canonical sutras had already placed the bases for them; the Abhidharmas and the 
Sarvastivadin school had formulated them in their definitive form. Nagarjuna was familiar with them and 
struggled with them energetically in the first chapter of his Mulamadhyamakakarikas where he showed the 
absurdity of the four conditions. The author of the Upadesa adopts a more balanced position: he refrains 
from any futile proliferation about causes and conditions, but determines that they produce nothing. Thus 
they are neither to be taken up nor rejected. 

The Upadesa will return twice (p. 2186F, 2232F) to the problem of dharmata and its synonyms. For the 
sravakas, it was pratityasamutpada, the conditioned production and cessation of the five skandhas. For the 
Madhyamikas, it is exactly the opposite, the true nature of things excluding all production and all cessation. 
We will notice (p. 2198-99F) the distinction established between the lower, middling and higher tathata, as 
the prthagjana, the sravaka and the bodhisattva, respectively, understood it. 

A problem which was scarcely of any interest to the early masters but which subsequently gained 
importance is that of the vision of the Buddhas, treated in chapter L. Sakyamuni’s contemporaries saw the 
Buddha with their fleshly eye ( mdmsacaksus ), the range of which is very limited. More ambitious, the 
bodhisattvas of the PPS wanted to see, with the divine eye ( divyacaksus ), the innumerable Buddhas 
reigning in the ten directions (p. 2272F). The divyacaksus obtained by practice of the superknowledges 
<vii> consists of a subtle matter derived from the ten great elements; it enjoys a perfect luminosity to the 
four directions of the horizon. 

Other Mahayanasutras, contemporary with the PPS but seeming not to have been influenced by them, 
propose another process of seeing: the pratyutpannasamadhi, a technique of mental concentration by means 
of which an ascetic, even without using the divyacaksus, is able to contemplate, as in a dream, the Buddhas 
of the present, mainly Amitabha, and to converse with them. 

A controversy on the efficacy of these two processes arose in India, probably in Kasmir, at the time of the 
Upadesa. Brought to expressing a position, its author does not hide his preferences for the divyacksus (p. 
2273-2274F), the more traditional process fitting into the frame of the Abhijnas. But the Buddhas are but 
names ( ndmamdtra ) and it is by eliminating wrong views that one is able to see them in their “body of the 
doctrine” (p. 2265F). 

The controversy which, in India, set the partisans of the divyacaksus in opposition to those of the 
pratyutpannasamadhi was triggered off again in China in the first quarter of the 5 th century. It provoked an 
interesting exchange of correspondence between Houei-yuan, the master of Mount Lou, and KumarajTva, 
the translator of the Upadesa (p. 2270-72F). 
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In the canonical sources, there is frequent mention of the kinds of literary composition borrowed by the 
Words of the Buddha - these are nine or twelve in number, sutras, etc.; the early sources enumerate them 
without defining them. In chapter LI, the bodhisattvas of the PPS wish to hear and retain the twelve- 
membered Word of the Buddha (p. 2286F). Along with the Mahavibhasa of the arhats of Kasmir, the 
Upadesa is among the first exegetical treatises that attempt to give an explanation of them. It tries to 
introduce into it the entire group of Buddhist scriptures existing at its time (p. 2389F) in order to establish 
its canonicity. But Buddhist literature had expanded so much that it lent itself poorly to this kind of 
distribution. The explanations furnished in regard to certain angas, such as the Udana and especially the 
ltivrttaka, must have perplexed the Chinese readers, and we do not pride ourselves in having dissipated all 
the obscurities here. 


In early times, hearing the name of the Buddhas ( buddhandmadheyasravana ) was not included among the 
auxiliary dharmas of bodhi ( bodhipdksikadharma ). Some disciples of Sakyamuni, such as the notable 
Sudatta or the brahmana Saila, were overcome by joy on hearing the word ‘Buddha’ pronounced, but 
nevertheless did not progress <viii> along the path of salvation. In the centuries that followed, the Name 
unceasingly gained in importance. In chapter LII of the PPS, the bodhisattva formulates the following vow: 
“When I have attained supreme complete enlightenment, may innumerable beings, as soon as they hear my 
name, be established in abhisambodhi” (p. 2352F). At the same time, other Mahayanasutras, such as the 
Sukhavativyuha and the Lotus, say that merely hearing the name of buddha Amitabha or bodhisattva 
Avalakitesvara assured, ipso facto, rebirth in Sukhavatl, or puts an end to suffering. In the Chinese and 
Japanese extensions of Amidism, the invocation to Amitabha (the Nan wou pou k’o sseu yi kouang jou lai, 
Namo-amida-butsu) constitutes the easiest and most efficacious means of salvation for the devotee. 

The author of the Upadesa is not of this opinion. According to him, the hearing of the name is not the single 
means of realizing salvation, is not infallible, and does not immediately produce its effects like a cintamani 
or a magical spell (p. 2358-63F). Without condemning the mystics, it rather sides with the rationalists, that 
category of disciples “who see the profound reality (, arthapada ) by penetrating it by means of prajna, by 
means of the intellect” (Anguttara, III, p. 355). 

Rationalism can go hand in hand with traditionalism. Concerned about dealing carefully with the old 
beliefs, the author on occasion rises up against the excessiveness of the Prajna or rather against the 
erroneous interpretations that might be proposed of it. Thus the Mahayanists believe in the transfer of merit 
(punyaparinamana'): according to them, it would be possible to apply the merits that one has gained oneself 
to others (p. 1879-80F), and the bodhisattva of the PPS wishes, “by means of his own power”, to assure 
good rebirths to beings (p. 2312F). But at first sight, the notion of transfer of merit seems to contradict the 
law of karma universally accepted by the Indians. How can the transfer of merit be accepted when, 
according to the earliest texts, actions are declared to be strictly personal and incommunicable? Good and 
bad actions ripen for their doer, and no one else can bear their consequences. That being so, how could 
beings benefit from an action carried out by the bodhisattva? The Upadesa tries to reconcile the two 
opposing doctrines with the following reasoning: “By the power of his knowledge, wondrous deeds and 
sermons, the bodhisattva makes beings themselves carry out the good actions that will win them good 
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rebirths” (p. 2312F). Thus, far from being useless, the intervention of the bodhisattva is eminently 
beneficial. <ix> 


The Upadesa ends the last chapter (LII) of the first series with a vibrant eulogy of the Prajnaparamita. The 
PPS’s, long before, had proclaimed her to be Mother of the Buddhas because she reveals the true nature of 
the loka ( lokadharmatasamdarsayaitri ). By loka we should understand the five skandhas or psycho¬ 
physical aggregates of existence. Why are they called loka? Because of the etymology. But two distinct 
etymologies have been proposed. The canonical sutras (Samyutta, IV, p. 52) attaching loka to the root luji 
‘to break’ say that the skandhas are loka insofar as they are broken or disaggregated ( lujyante va 
pralujyante va) and their true nature ( dharmata) is their dependent production and cessation 
(pratityasamutpada ). The PPS’s propose another etymology involving a diametrically opposite 
inteipretation. Loka, according to them, is derived from the root loki ‘to shine’, and the skandhas are loka 
insofar as they do not break and do not disaggregate (mi lujyante na pralujyante)', consequently, their true 
nature is non-production ( anutpada ) and non-cessation ( anirodha ), quite the contrary of pratityasamutpada. 
One would hardly know how better to mark the doctrinal rift separating the two Vehicles: the sravakas 
recognized the noble truths of the origin and cessation of suffering ( samudaya- and nirodha-satyd), 
whereas the bodhisattvas are established in the conviction that things do not arise 
(anutpattikadharmaksanti ). But for both of them, “peace is nirvana” ( santam nirvanam). 

To the metaphor of Mother of the Buddhas, frequent in the PPS’s, the Upadesa adds that of Father of the 
Buddhas, the latter being inspired by other Mahayanasutras. The Father of the Buddhas would be the 
pratyutapannasamadhi, the visualization of the Buddhas of the present, which has already been mentioned 
above. In the fathering of infants, the mother has a more important role than the father; similarly, in regard 
to the formation of the Buddhas, the pratyutpannasamadhi is overshadowed by prajna: “This samadhi can 
only concentrate the distracted mind in such a way that prajna is produced, but it cannot see the true nature 
{dharmata) of things. The Prajnaparamita alone is able to see all the dharmas completely and to discern 
their true nature: there is nothing it does not penetrate, nothing it does not realize; its qualities are so great 
that it is called Mother”(p. 2369F). 




Chapter XX of the Pancavimsatisahasrika (ed. N. Dutt, p. 214, 1. 6 to 225, 1. 19; T 223, k. 6, p. 256c-259c) 
entitled Mahayanasamprasthana ‘Setting out for the Mahayana’ deals with the ten bhumis, <x> stages in 
the bodhisattva career. It consists of two parts: the first is a simple list enumerating the things the 
bodhisattva must do and avoid in order to pass from bhumi to bhumi; the second part is a gloss repeating 
each of the things and adding brief explanations. In the French translation that follows, these two parts are 
put together into a single one and the explanations are incorporated directly into the list, in order to give a 
more synthetic view of the materials and avoid tedious repetitions. 
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Although Kumarajiva translated it only as a summary, the commentary of the Upadesa on this chapter is 
not lacking in interest. Its author interprets the doctrines of the Prajnaparamitasutra in the light of the 
Avatamsaka and, more particularly, of the Dasabhumikasutra. The bodhisattva should fulfill his career in 
two ways, either by traveling the ten “bhumis proper” reserved for him, Pramudita, etc., or by borrowing 
the ten “shared bhumis”, Suklavidarsana, etc., shared by the sravakas, pratyekabuddhas, the bodhisattvas 
and the Buddhas. 

Finally, the Upadesa was one of the first treatises to establish a parallel between the bhumis of the 
bodhisattva and the conquest of the four fruits of religious life ( sramanyaphala ), srotaapattiphala, etc., 
mentioned by the canonical sources. 

* 


The five volumes of the Traite represent only a third of the Upadesa which Kumarajiva translated 
completely into Chinese. With the chapter on the bhumis, they give a sufficiently complete idea of 
Buddhist gnosis at the beginning of the 4 th century of our era. 

It is my [Lamotte] pleasure to express publicly my deep appreciation to colleagues and friends who have 
helped me in the present work and without whose aid the latter could not have been brought to term. The 
interest which Japan has always held for the Daichidoron (Upadesa) has been extended to the French 
translation of the Traite de la Grande Vertu de Sagesse: the encouragements to me, which have been lavish, 
from the East as well as from the West, sustained me in my work which was greatly facilitated by the 
progress in Buddhist studies in the course of the recent years. Volumes IV and V have benefited from 
working tools (editions of texts, dictionaries, concordances, indexes and encyclopedias) made specially for 
the use of researchers. But all the secrets of the Upadesa, however, have not been elucidated <xi>, far from 
it; and the enrichment of our documentations only sets new problems. 

The final editing of volume V has been sensibly eased thanks to the devotion and ability of many of my 
friends. Prof. Dr. Heinz Bechert (Gottingen) gave it attentive reading; Robert Shih (Louvain-la-Neuve), 
Hubert Durt (Kyoto) and Marcel Van Velthem (Brussels) assisted me efficiently in the correction of the 
proofs. 1 give them my deepest thanks. 

My appreciation is also expressed to the Fondation Universitaire de Belgique and to the Insitut Orientaliste 
de Louvain who generously helped with the expense of printing. 

Brussels, December 8, 1979. 
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CHAPTER XLIX: THE FOUR CONDITIONS 


First Section UNDERSTANDING THE CONDITIONS 

(pratyaya and hetu ) 

PRELIMINARY NOTE. 

This section, dedicated to questions of causality, deals with the four conditions {pratyaya ) and the six 
causes {hetu). They are worded in the following way in Sanskrit and Tibetan, and in Chinese by 
Kumararajlva) (K) and in Chinese by Hiuan-tsang (H): 

1. Causal condition, hetupratyaya, rguhi rkyen, yin yuan (K), yin yuan (H). 

2. Immediately preceding condition, samanantarapratyaya, mtshuhs pa de ma thagpahi, ts ’eu ti yuan 
(K), teng won kien yuan (H). 

3. Object condition, dlambanapratyaya, dmigs pahi rkyen, yuan yuan (K), so yuan yuan (H). 

4. Dominant condition, adhipatipratyaya, bdag pohi rkyen, tseng clmng yuan (K), tseng chang yuan 

(H). 

1. Associated cause, samprayuktahetu, mtshuhs par Idan pahi rgyu, siang ying yin (K), siang ying yin 

(H). 

2. Simultaneous cause, sahabhuhetu, than cig hbyuh bahi rgyu, kong cheng yin (K), kiuyeouyin (H). 

3. Homogeneous cause, sabhdgahetu, skal ba mham pahi rgyu, tseu tchong yin (K), t’ong lei yin (H). 

4. Universal or pervasive cause, sarvatragahetu, kun tu hgro bahi rgyu, pien yin (K), pien hingyin (H). 

5. Ripening cause or cause of maturation, vipdkahetu, mam par smin pahi rgyu, pao yin (K), yi chou 
yin (H). 

6. Enabling cause, kdranahetu, byedpahi rgyu, wou tchangyin (K) (avighnakarana), neng tso yin (H). 

The Buddhist doctrine is primarily a doctrine of causality and the Buddha Sakyamuni, throughout his 
career, never stopped teaching his disciples the dependent origination of the phenomena of existence 
(pratftyasmautpdda), the production that conditions the appearance and disappearance of dharmas. His 
homily inevitably begins with the phrase: This being, that is; from the production of this, that is produced 
{asmin satidam bhavaty asyotpdddd idam utpadyate), and: This not being, that is not; by the cessation of 
this, that ceases {asminn asatidam na bhavaty asya nirodhdd idam nirudhydte ): cf. Catusparisat, p. 102, 
358-360; Salistamba, ed. N. A. Sastri, p. 2; Avadanasataka, II, p. 105-106: Arthaviniscaya, ed. N. H. 
Samtani, p. 5; Mahavastu, II, p. 285, III, p. 448; and for the Pali sources, Vin. I, p. 1; Majjhima, III, p. 63; 
Samyutta, II, p. 1, 25, etc. 
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The Buddhist credo quite rightly continues with a single stanza infinitely reproduced on Indian, Serindian 
and Chinese monuments and images: 


Ye dhammd hetuppabhavd tesam hetum tathdgato aha \ 
tesah cayo nirodho evamvddi mahdsamano || 

“The Tathagata, the great ascetic, has told the cause of phenomena coming from causes, and he has also 
told their abolition.” 

But in the present section, it is more precisely a matter of the system of the four conditions and/or the six 
causes intervening in the functioning of causality. Does this system already occur in the canonical sutras or, 
if not, which school elaborated it? Does the Madhyamaka accept or reject it? Do the Prajnaparamita sutras 
mention it and, if so, in what sense? Finally, how did the Traite understand it? 

1. The system in the canonical sutras 


In the early texts the words ‘condition’ {pratyaya ) and ‘cause’ (hetu) seem to be equivalent. The 
Kosavyakhya, p. 188, makes the following comment: “What is the difference between hetu and pratyaya ? 
There is none. The Blessed One said: dvau hetu dvau pratyayau samyagdrster utpdddya. katamau dvau. 
paratas ca ghoso ‘dhyatmam ca yoniso manaskara id. “There are two causes, two conditions for the arising 
of right view. What are these two? The speech of another and, inwardly, right reflection’ (cf. Majjima, I, p. 
294,1. 1-3; Anguttara, I, p.87,1. 32-34). The words hetu, pratyaya, niddna, kdrana, nimitta, lihga, upanisad 
are synonymous.” 

But, asks the Mahavibhasa, why is it that the Jnanaprasthana of Katyayanlputra, after having spoken of the 
four pratyayas, still lists six hetus ? Here is its answer (T 1545, k. 16, p. 79a26-c5): 

“The six hetus are not spoken of in the sutras; the sutras speak only of the existence of the four pratyayas, 
namely, hetupratyaya up to adhipatipratyaya. Here, in order to distinguish the hetus from the pratyayas, 
[the Jnanaprasthana] speaks of six hetus. 

“Question. - Do the hetus contain the pratyayas and do the pratyayas contain <2165> the hetus ? - Answer: 
They are contained mutually according to thir use. Some say that the first five hetus are the hetupratyaya 
and that the kdranahetu is the other three pratyayas. Others say that the pratyayas contain the hetus, but 
that the hetus do not contain [all] the pratyayas : thus the first five hetus are the hetupratyaya', the 
kdranahetu is the adhipatipratyaya, but the samanantarapratyaya and the dlambanapratyaya are not 
contained in the hetus. 

“Others say that that it was also a question of the hetus in the sutras and, particularly, in the Ekottaragama, 
of the group of six (satkanipdta), but in time, this text has disappeared ( antarhita ); however, the Sthavira 
Katyayanlputra, by the power of his knowledge resulting from an aspiration ( pranidhijndna ), saw this slitra 
passage where it was a matter of the six hetus and [as a result] he compiled and wrote his Abhidharma. 
That is why, in this Abhidharma, he distinguishes the six hetus. Formerly the Ekottaragamaslitra listed 
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dharmas from 1 to 100 ( ekottarikdgama a satdd dharmanirdesa dsit ); now it goes only from 1 to 10 
(idanim tv d dasakdd drsyanta id), and the rest have disappeared. Moreover, in the groups 1 to 10, much 
has disappeared and not much remains. The Sthavira Sanakavasin, a great arhat, was a disciple 
contemporaneous with the Sthavira Ananda. At that time, this Venerable was a faithful transmitter of the 
Bhagavat’s teachings, but, by the time of the nirvana of the arhat, 77,000 jatakas and sutras, 10,000 sastras 
had already disappeared. If so many sutras and sastras disappeared under one scholar, what has not 
happened from that day until today when hundreds, thousands, of scholars have followed one after the 
other? How can the number of sutras and sastras that have been lost be known? This is why, some say, the 
six hetus are mentioned in the sutras. 

“Other teachers (dcdrya) say: Although there is no sutra where the six hetus are treated in order 
(i anukramena ) and fully ( sampurnam ), these hetus are mentioned separately ( vikirnam ) in various places in 
the sutras: 

1. A sutra says: iyam ucyate darsanamulika sraddhd ‘vetyajndnasamprayuktd ‘It is what is called faith 
having seeing as root, ASSOCIATED with the knowledge [subsequent] to penetration’. Sutras of this kind 
have dealt with the samprayuktakahetu. 

2. A sutra says: caksuh pratitya rupani cotpadyate caksurvijnanam. traydndm samgatih sparsah. taih saha 
jatd vedand samjnd cetand ca ‘As a result of the eye and visibles, there arises the visual consciousness; the 
meeting of the three is contact; there ARISE WITH them sensation, concept and volition’ (cf. Majjhima, I, 
p. Ill, 1. 35037, p. 281, 1. 18-29; Samyutta, II, p. 72, 1. 4-5; IV, p. 32, 1. 31-32; p. 86, 1. 18-19; p. 90, 1. 15- 
16). Sutras of this kind have dealt with sahabhuhetu. 

3. A sutra says: samanvdgato ‘yam pudgalah kusalair api dharmair akusalair api. asya khalu pudgalasya 
kusala dharmd antarhita akusalad dharmah sammukhTbhutdh. asti cdsyanusahagatam 
kusalamulamasamucchinnam yato ‘sya kusalabhavisyati ‘This man is endowed with good and bad 
dharmas, but within him the good dharmas are disappearing and the bad dharmas are appearing. But there 
is still within him a persistent root of good which is not cut and, from this root of good, there will grow 
ANOTHER root of good: thus, in the future, this man will be pure’ (cf. Anguttara, III, p. 404, 1. 12-20; 
Madhyama, T 26, k. 27, p. 601a22-27). Sutras of this kind have dealt with the sabhdgahetu. <2166> 

4. A sutra asys: mithyadrsteh pumsapudgalasya yac ca kayakarma yac ca vdkkarma yac ca manaskarma 
yah pranidhih ye ca taddrster anvaydh samskdrdh sarve ‘py ete dharmd anistatvdya samvartante 
‘kdntatvdyapriyatvdydmandpatvdya. [tat kasya hetoh. drstir hy asya yad uta mithyadrstih] ‘For the man 
who has a wrong view, every physical act, every vocal act, every mental act, every resolution and all the 
formations connected with this view: ALL these dharmas end up in delusion, unhappiness, affliction, 
disagreement. [Why? Because he has a guilty view, namely, wrong view]. - Cf. Anguttara, V, p. 212,1. 20- 
29; Samyukta, T 99, k. 28, p. 204a25-28. Sutras of this kind have dealt with the sarvatragahetu. 

5. A sutra says: asthdnam etad anavakaso yat kdyaduscaritasya vagduscaritasya manoduscaritasyestah 
kdnto mandpo vipdka nirvarteta. sthdnam ca kaly etad vidyate yad anisto ‘kdnto ‘mandpo vipdko nirvarteta 
‘It is impossible, it is unrealizable that a physical, vocal or mental misdeed will result in an agreeable, nice, 
pleasant, RETRIBUTION, but it is certainly possible that there will result from it a disagreeable, lowly, 


1784 



unpleasant retribution’ (cf. Majjhima, III, p. 66, 1. 9-28; Anguttara, I, p. 28, 1. 23-24; madhyama, T 26, k. 
47, p. 724b8-10). Sutras of this kind have dealt with the vipdkahetu. 

6. A sutra says: dvau hetu dvau pratayau samyagdrster utpdddya: paratas ca ghoso ‘dhydtmam ca yoniso 
manaskdrah ‘There are two causes, two conditions for the ARISING of right view: the speech of another 
and, inwardly, right reflection’ (cf. Majjhima, 1,1. 1-3; Anguttara, I, p. 87,1. 32-34; Madhyama, T 26, k. 58, 
p. 791al-2; Ekottara, T 125, k. 7, p. 578a5-6). Sutras of this kind have dealt with the kdranahetu. 

“Therefore the six HETUS have been spoken by the Buddha, and, by basing himself on these sutras, the 
Sthavira [Katyayanlputra] composed this [Jnanaprasthanaj-sastra.” 

* 


The present passage of the Mahavibhasa will in part be repeated by Samghabhadra in his Nyayanusara, T 
1562, k. 15, p. 416b5-417a9, and by Yasomitra in his Kosavyakhya, p. 188,1. 13-189,1. 13. 

In Buddhism there are several systems of causality. The earliest and best known is that of the twelve - 
membered conditioned origination (dvddsdhgapratftyasamutpdda) in which twelve conditions (pratyaya or 
nidana ) are involved. Taught by the Buddha at Benares and many other places, it is universally accepted by 
all Buddhists. 

Here it is not a question of this system, but of another theory where at first four pratyayas ( hetupratyaya, 
etc,) are involved, to which later six hetus ( samprayuktakahetu , etc.) were added. According to some 
scholars, the field of action of the four pratyayas coincides exactly with that of the six hetus and the six 
hetus are equivalent to the four pratyayas; according to others, the action of the pratyayas greatly exceeds 
that of the hetus. 

This system was not accepted by all the schools, and so its partisans tried to establish its canonicity by 
showing that the sutras of the Tripitaka dealt with it. 

They claim that the four pratyayas, taken as a group, were “spoken in the sutras”: this is what is affirmed 
by the Mahavibhasa in the passage I [Lamotte] have just translated, by the Kosa (II, p. 209) and even by the 
Traite in the pages that follow. Unfortunately, despite all the research carried out in the Sutrapitaka, 
<2167> the passage in question has not been found and, until proof of the contrary, it must be accepted that 
the early scriptures were still unaware of these four pratyayas. 

In regard to the six hetus, it is useful to establish a distinction among the hetus taken in isolation and the 
hetus as a group. 

According to some scholars, the group of six hetus appeared early in some sutras that today have 
disappeared. In vain would one look for them in the old texts, but the Sarvastivadin teacher Katyayanlputra 
was aware of them by the magical power of his pranidhijndna and he mentioned them in his 
Jnanaprasthana which he compiled three hundred years after the Parinirvana at Tamasavanavihara, a 
Sarvastivadin monastery of the CInabhukti district in northwestern India (cf. Hiuan-tsang, Si-yu-ki, T 2087, 
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k. 4, p. 889c). - Without recourse to such a dangerous hypothesis, other scholars frankly recognized that 
there is no sutra dealing with the six hetus ”in order and complete”. 

The problem is quite different if it is a matter of the six hetus taken in isolation. The sutras that allude to 
such and such a hetu in particular are not missing. The Mahavibhasa mentions a certain number of them for 
us. In this sense, the hetus as well as the pratyayas are canonical, but the system that groups together four 
pratyayas and six hetus is not: it is a theory of the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasika school. Proof of this is that 
other schools do not recognize it and in turn have proposed other systems: the Sariputrabhidharma has 
drawn up a list of 10 pratyayas (T 1548, k. 25, p. 679b5-7); the Theravadin Abhidhamma lists 24 (cf. 
Nyanatiloka, Guide through the Abhidhammpitaka, 1938, p. 87-109); Buddhistisches Worterbuch, 1952, p. 
145-152). 

2. The system in the Abhidharma of the Sarvastivadins 


The system of the four pratyayas coupled with or completed by that of the six hetus is described in most of 
the Abhidharmas and Sastras of the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasika school: 

Vijnanakaya, T 1539, k. 3, p. 547b22-c4 (cf. Kosa, II, p. 299 as note; Prakaranapada, T 1541, k. 4, p. 
645b6-7; T 1542, k. 5, p. 712M2-13; Jnanaprasthana, T 1543, k. 1, p. 773al3-14: 774b22-775a9; T 1544, 
k. l,p. 920c5-921al0. 

Mahavibhasa, T 1545, k. 21, p. 109a20-28; k. 16, p. 80al7-22. 

Abhidharmahrdayasastra of Dharmasri, T 1550, k. 1, p. 81 lcl-5, 812al9-25 Transl. I. Armelin, p. 68-69, 
72); Samyuktabhidharmasara of Dharmatrata, T 1552, k. 2, p. 883a3-4; Abhidharmamrtarasa of Ghosaka, T 
1553, k. 1, p. 970al6-bl4 (transl. J. Van den Broeck, p. 123-126); Prakaranabhidharmavatara of Skandhila, 
T 1554, k. 2, p. 988a21-c24 (transl. M. van Velthem, p. 71-74. 

Kosa, II, p. 244-331; Nyayanusara, T 1562, k. 15-20, p. 416b-456a. 

The sources mentioned here outline the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasika concepts on causality: Not only are the 
samskrtadharmas hetupratyayasamutpanna - which is a tautology - but they depend on a precise number 
of causes and conditions, namely, the 4 pratyayas and the 6 hetus. This does not mean that any dharma 
indiscriminately is the product of 4 pratyayas : some depend on 4 pratyayas, others on 3, others on 2, but 
none depend on one single pratyaya. And it is the same in regard to the 6 hetus : there is no single unique 
cause on which the totality of dharmas depends <2168> and this observation excludes the intervention of a 
Deity unique to the process of causality. 

The play of the 6 hetus is pretty much confused with that of the 4 pratyayas and is only the doublet of 
them. This complicates the task of the exegetists when they treat them conjointly. The early masters often 
limited themselves to speaking of the 4 pratyayas. 


1786 



3. The system in the Madhyamaka 


Nagaijuna, author of the Madhyamakasastra, was aware of this system and, in a stanza in his Karika, I, 2 
(p. 76), he says to his objector: 

Catvarah pratyayd betas cdlambanam anantaram / 

tathaivddhipateyam ca pratyayo ndsti pancamah // 

“There are four conditions: cause, object, antecedent and dominant. A fifth condition does not exist.” 

From the beginning of his work, Nagarjuna attacks a typically Sarvastivadin position. Thus he was 
connected with this school which, in the first centuries of our era, was widespread in the northwest of India. 

In his Karika, I, 5 (p. 81), Nagarjuna rejected outright the four pratyayas: 

Utpadyate pratityemdn itime pratyayah kila / 

ydvan notpadyata ime tdvan ndpratyaydh katham // 

“These conditions are at issue when some thing arises in dependence on them; but if nothing arises, how 
would they not be non-conditions?” - In other words, if nothing is conditioned, there can be no question of 
conditions. 

Going on this evidence, Nagarjuna successively shows the absurdity of the hetupratyaya (Karika, I, 7, p. 
83), the alambanapratyaya (Karika, I, 8, p. 84), the samantarapratyaya (Karika, I, 9, p. 85) and the 
adhipatipratyaya (Karika, I, 10, p. 86). 

We will return to these stanzas later, but already the attitude taken by Nagarjuna in regard to the system of 
the four conditions is clear: it is a pure and simple rejection. If there is a pratltyasamutpada, it is 
characterized by the eight negative characteristics ( astavisesanavisista ), which are non-cessation 
(i anirodha ), non-production ( anutpdda , etc. (cf. Madh. vrtti, p. 3,1. 11) and are mingled with emptiness. 

4. The system in the Great Prajnaparamitasutras 


If these sutras were to mention the four pratyayas, that would prove their dependence on the Sarvastivada 
and would throw some light on the origin of an immense literature which, despite its prolixity, carefully 
conceals its sources. 

On this point we come up against a serious problem of authenticity, for some versions of the Great Sutras 
pass over the four conditions in silence whereas others that mention them fall into two groups, one group 
that rejects them and one that accepts them. 

a. Versions silent about the four pratyayas. 
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The Sanskrit text of the ‘corrected’ Pancavimsatisahasrika and the two earliest Chinese translations of the 
Pancavimsatisahasrika, that of Dharmaraksa made in 286AD and that of Moksala made in 291AD, say 
<2169> nothing about the four pratyayas in the place where they should have spoken of them, i.e., after the 
statement of the eighteen sunyatas. 

Pancavimsatisahasrika, ed. N. Dutt, p. 24,1. 17. 

Kouang tsan king, T 222, k. 1, p. 150a3. 

Fang kouang pan jo king, T 221, k. 1, p. 3b 1. 

b. Versions rejecting the existence of the four pratyayas. They may be found in the collection of the Ta pan 
jo po lo mi to king, Chinese translation made by Hiuan-tsang between 660 and 663AD: 

Pancavimsatisahasrika, T 220, book VII, k. 402, p. 8cl 1-13: “The bodhisattva-mahasattva who wishes to 
understand ( avaboddhum ) that the hetupratyaya, the samanantarapratyaya, the dlambanapratyaya and the 
adhipatipratyaya do not exist (na vidyante) and are not perceived ( nopalabhyante ) in all dharmas should 
practice the perfection of wisdom.” 

Astadasasahasrika, T 220, book VII, k. 479, p. 430c7-8: [The bodhisattva-mahasattva who wishes to 
understand the sixteen sunyatas] and the dlambana.sunya.td, the adhipatisunyatd, the samanantarasunyata 
(read teng wou kien k’ong), etc., should practice the perfection of wisdom. 

c. Versions that adopt the four pratyayas. 

They simply say that the bodhisattva wishing to understand the four pratyayas should practice the 
perfection of wisdom. 

Pancavimsatisahasrika, Chinese translation by Kumarajlva, T 223, k. 1, p. 219cl2-14. 

Pancavimsatisahasrika, Tibetan translation, Tib. Trip., vol. 18, no. 731, p. 53fol. 32b6-7: Sha ra dva tihi bu 
g€an yah byah clmb sems dpah sems dpah chen po dmigs pa dan / dbah dan / de ma thag pa dan rgyuhi 
rken khoh du chudpar., hdodpas ses rab kyiplm rol tuphyinpa la bslabpar byaho / 

Sanskrit text of the Satasahasrika, ed. P. Ghosa, p. 80, 1. 4-6: Punar param 

SaradvatTputrdlambandmateyasamantarahetupratyayatd avaboddhukdmena ...This wording obviously 
should be corrected as follows: Punaraparam Saradvatiputra hetusamanantardlambanddhipatipratyayan 
avaboddhukdmena.... 

Satasahasrika, Chinese translation by Hiuan-tsang, T 220, book V, k. 3, p. 13c2-5. 

- Perhaps the passage on the four pratyayas did not appear in the original version of the Pancavimsati: the 
adversaries as well as the partisans of this theory could have introduced it into the text, the former in order 
to reject it, the latter in order to adopt it, at least from the samvrti point of view. 

5. The system according to the Traite 
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The passage of the Pancavimsatisahasrika which the Traite is about to comment on is placed among the 
versions that adopt the four pratyayas and are against those that reject them. This puts our author in a 
delicate situation. To deny the four pratyayas, as Nagarjuna did in his Madhyamakasastra, is to brush up 
against nihilism; to accept the four pratyayas, as do the Sarvastivadin Abhidharmikas, is to fall into 
realism. And yet realism and nihilism are the two extreme views condemned by the Buddha (see above, p. 
2007F). The author of the Traite is going to adopt a middle path which is that of the Prajnaparamita which 
abstains from taking up ( parigrahana ) or abandoning ( utsarga ) <2170> the pratyayas for the good reason 
that conditioned things are never produced and that, from the beginning, dharmas are parinirvanized 
(ddiparinivrta). 

Having briefly defined the four pratyayas and the six hetus, the author, worried about objectivity, begins by 
allowing a Madhyamika objector who considers the conditions to be non-conditions ( ndpratyaya ) to speak. 
This objector expresses himself in almost the same way as Nagarjuna in Karikas 7 to 14 of his 
Pratyayaparrksa which is none other than a refutation ( nisedha ) of the system of the four conditions. 

Then the author explains in detail this system such as the great Sarvastivadin teachers of the 
Satpadabhidharma and the Vibhasa had conceived it. 

If Nagarjuna pushed negation too far, the Sarvastivadins sinned by excessive realism, and so the author of 
the Traite tries to bring things back to the point by taking his inspiration from the Prajnaparamita. The 
ordinary person sees the pratyayas and believes them; the wise man also sees the pratyayas but he does not 
believe them. The ordinary person is like the child who sees the moon reflected in the water and tries to 
grab it; the wise person also sees the moon reflected in the water but he does not seek to grab it because he 
knows it is not there. The dharmas that appear to us as conditioned are empty of reality and like a magical 
creation. The vision that we have of them comes from provisional truth ( samvrtisatya ); their non-arising 
and non-cessation is their true nature, which is none other than absence of any nature. 


Pratyaya and Hetu 

[k. 32, p. 296b] 

Sutra (cf. Satasahasrika, p. 8-0, 1. 4-6). - The bodhisattva-mahasattva who wishes to understand the causal 
condition, the immediately preceding condition, the object condition and the dominant condition of all 
dharmas should practice the perfection of wisdom (Sarvadharmdndm 
hetusamanantardlambanddhipatyayan avaboddhukdmena bodhisattvena mahasattvenaprajiidpdramitdydm 
siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

I. THE FOUR CONDITIONS (pratyaya) AND THE SIX CAUSES (hetu) 
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All conditioned dharmas ( samskrtadharma ) are the result of four conditions (pratyaya ): 
condition ( hetupratyaya); 2) the immediately preceding condition ( samanantarapratyaya); 
condition (alambanapratyaya ); 4) the dominant condition (adhipatipratyaya). 

1) The causal condition ( hetupratyaya ), [is five causes (hetu)[. 

a. the associated cause ( samprayuktakahetu ), 

b. the simultaneous cause ( sahabhuhetu ), 

c. the homogeneous cause ( sabhdgahetu ), <2171 > 

d. the universal cause ( sarvatragahetu ), 

e. the ripening cause (vipakahetu). 

These five causes (hetu) are causal condition ( hetupratyaya ). 2 
Furthermore, all conditioned dharmas ( samskrtadharma ) are also called causal condition ( hetupratyaya ). 

2) The immediately preceding condition ( samanantarapratyaya ). - If one accepts the last mind and the last 
mental events ( caramds cittacaittdh), past ( atita ) as well as present ( pratyutpanna ), of the arhat [at the 
moment of nirvana], all the other minds-and-mental-events, past or present, play the role of antecedent 
[with respect to the minds-and-mental-events that follow them] and are called immediately preceding 
condition. 3 

3-4) The object condition (alambanapratyaya) is the dominant condition ( adhipatipratyaya ). - It is all the 
dharmas. 4 

The bodhisattva who wants to cognize the specific characteristics (svalaksana) and the general 
characteristics ( samanyalaksana ) of the four conditions should practice the perfection of wisdom. <2172> 


1) the causal 
3) the object 


1 By vipakahetu we should understand either the cause of ripening ( vipakasya hetuh) or the cause which is ripening 
(vipdka eva hetuh): both interpretations are correct: cf. Kosa, II, p. 271-272. 

2 The sixth cause, the karanahetu, which does not present an obstacle to the arising of other dhannas, is not part of the 
hetupratyaya : cf. Kosa II, p. 246. 

3 The flow of the mind is never interrupted except in exceptional cases such as the unconscious absorption 

(asamjhisamdpatti) and the absorption of cessation (nirodhasamapatti). Usually the mind-and-mental-events that arise 
( utpanna ) are the condition as equal ( sama ) and immediate ( anantara ) antecedent of the minds-and-mental-events that 
follow them. An exception is made for the last mind and the last mental events of the arhat at the moment of his 
nirvana: these cannot constitute an immediately preceding condition “because no mind and no mental events arise after 
them” ( anyacittasambandhandt): cf. Mahavibhasa, T 1545, k. 10, p. 50a22-25; Kosa, II, p. 305. 

4 All dhannas indiscriminately, even if they are not grasped by the consciousness, are capable of being object of this 
consciousness because its nature remains the same, just as fuel is fuel even when it is not burning. 

- Insofar as it does not present an obstacle to the arising of other dharmas, any dlianna is dominant condition 
of other dharmas, except for itself: cf. Kosa, II, p. 306-308. 
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II. OBJECTIONS AGAINST THE EFFICACY OF THE CONDITIONS 


Objector. " - According to the perfection of wisdom ( prajnaparamita ), the four conditions ( pratyaya ) do not 
exist ( nopalabhyante ). Why? 

1) [Rejection of hetupratyaya\. - It is illogical ( na yujyate) that the effect (phala) pre-exists in the cause 
(hetu) and it is also illogical that it does not pre-exist in it. 6 

If the effect pre-existed in the cause, there would not be any cause [since it already exists]. 

If it did not pre-exist in the cause, of what use would this cause be [since it does not occur there]? 

If it did pre-exist without having pre-existed there, it would also result from a non-cause, by chance 
(ahetuka). 

Furthermore, it is necessary to see the effect arise from the cause in order to be able to speak about cause; 
but if the effect is not there in advance, how can one speak of cause? 

Furthermore, if the effect arises from a cause ( hetor jdyate), this effect depends on a cause (heturn 
apeksate). But this cause is not independent ( asvatantra ) and in turn, depends on other causes. If the cause 
is not independent, how could one say that the effect depends solely on that cause? <2173> 

For these many reasons, we know that there is no causal condition (hetupratyaya). 

5 This objector is a Madhyamika who is going to reason in a manner very close to that of Nagarjuna in his Madh. 
Karika. 

6 The objector claims here to be following a version of the Prajnaparamita where the four pratyayas are rejected, 
whereas the Traite is referring to a version where they are accepted: see above, p. 2169F. 

Compare Madh. Karika, XX, v. 1-4 (p. 391-393): 

Hetos ca pratyayanam ca samagrya jdyate yadi / 
phalam asti ca sdmagrydm samagrya jdyate katham // 
hetos ca pratyayanam ca samagrya jdyate yadi / 
phalam nasti ca sdmagrydm samagrya jdyate katham // 
hetos ca pratyayanam ca sdmagrydm asti cet phalam / 
grhyeta nanu sdmagrydm sdmagryam ca na grhyate // 
hetos ca pratyayanam ca sdmagrydm nasti cet phalam / 
hetavah pratyayas ca syur ahetupratyayaih sarndh // 

Transl. - If the fruit that arises from the complex of the cause and conditions already occurs in this complex, 
why would it need to arise from the complex? 

If the fruit that arises from the complex of cause and conditions does not occur in this complex, how could it 
arise from this complex? 

If the fruit occurred in the complex of cause and conditions, it should certainly be taken hold of in this 
complex. Now it is not held there. 

If the fruit did not occur in the complex of cause and conditions, causes and fruits would be equivalent to 
non-causes, to non-conditions. 
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2) [Rejection of the samanantarapratyaya ]. - Once gone ( atfta ), the minds-and-mental-events 
( cittacaitasikadharma ) are all destroyed ( niruddha ) and have no further activity ( karitra ); then how could 
they constitute an immediately preceding condition ( samanantarapratyaya )? The mind presently existing 
(pratyutpanna ) thus has no antecedent. 7 

Perhaps you would like to call upon the future ( anagata ) to guarantee the [296c] continuity of the mind 
(i cittakrama )? But as this future does not yet exist, how would it assure this continuity? 

For such reasons, there is no immediately preceding condition ( samanantarapratyaya ). 

3) [Rejection of the object condition .] - All [mental] dharmas are without specific characteristic ( animitta ) 
and without object ( analambana ); why then speak of object condition (dlambanapratyayaff 

4) [Rejection of the dominant condition], - All dharmas are equal, being without dependence ( anddhma ) or 
support ( andsraya ); why then speak of dominant condition ( adhipratyaya )? 9 

As these four conditions do not exist, how can the Prajnaparamitasutra say here that “in order to understand 
the four conditions, it is necessary to practice the perfection of wisdom”? <2174> 


III. THE OPINION OF THE TRAITE IN REGARD TO CAUSALITY 


Answer. - You do not understand the nature ( laksana ) of the Prajnaparamita; that is why you claim that, 
according to the Prajnaparamita, the four conditions {pratyaya ) do not exist ( nopalabhyante ). In view of all 
dharmas, the Prajnaparamita abandons nothing and refutes nothing (naparityajati napratisedhayati): ]n it is 

7 Compare Madh. Karika, I, v. 9 (p. 85): 

Anupannesu dharmesu nirodho nopapadyate / 
nanantaram ato yuktam niruddhe pratyayas ca kail // 

Paraphrase. - As long as the dhanna-effects have not arisen, the prior cessation of the cause is impossible. 
Assuming that this cessation had taken place, what could be the condition of the effect? Thus the immediately 
preceding condition is unacceptable. 

8 Compare Madh. Karika, I, v. 8 (p. 84): 

Analambana evayam san dharma uoadisyate / 
athanalambane dharme kutd dlambanam punah // 

Paraphrase. - You are teaching that this dhanna (= cittacaitta) exists previously without object. But if this 
dhanna is fundamentally without object, how could it ever be comprised of one? 

9 Madh. Karika, I, v. 10 (p. 86) is expressed differently: 

Bhdvdndm nihsvabhdvdnam na sattd vidyate yatah / 
satidam asmin bhavatity etan naivopapadyate // 

Paraphrase. - Since there is no existence for essences without inherent nature, the sovereignty or 
predominance of one dhanna over another, a dominance expressed by saying: “This being, that is”, is logically 
untenable. 

10 See above, p. 2142F, n. 
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absolutely pure ( atyantaparisuddha ) and free of futile pm\ifemtion{nisprapanca). According to the word of 
the Buddha, “there are four conditions”. 11 But people with little knowledge ( alpavid ), being attached to 
these four conditions ( catuspratyaydbhinivista ), have composed bad treatises ( kusdstra ) on their subject. In 
order to destroy these wrong opinions ( abhinivesa ), [the Prajnaparamitasutra] teaches the emptiness 
{sunyatd) and indestructibility of dharmas. Therefore, arising from a complex of causes and conditions 
(hetupratyayasamagryutpanna) - namely, the internal and external bases of consciousness 
(i adhydtmabahirdhdyatana ) - this mind-dharma ( cittadharma ) is like a magic show ( mdyopama ), deceptive 
(mrsdvada) and without definite nature ( niyatasvabhdva ). And it is the same for the mental-events-dharmas 
(caitasikadharma). 

1. Causality according to the Abhidhanna 


[a. The four conditions and the six causes] 

[As we have just seen, the causal condition ( hetupratyaya ) is the five causes ( hetu): 

1) The mental events ( caitta ) coexist with the mind ( cittasahabhu ), - namely, feeling (vedand), notion 
( samjnd), intention ( cetand), etc. 12 ; they have the same aspect ( ekdkdra ) and the same object ( ekdlambana ) 
as the mind, being ‘associated’ ( samprayukta ) with it. 13 The mind as associated with the mental events is 
cause, and the mental events as associated with the mind are cause. This is what is called associated causes 
(samprayuktakahetu ). These associated causes are like friends and acquaintances who come together to do 
something. <2175> 

2) The simultaneous cause ( sahabhuhetu ). - Conditioned dharmas ( samskrtadharma ) each have a 
simultaneous cause and, as simultaneous, these dharmas mutually help each another. 14 They are like an 
older brother and a younger brother who, being of the same birth, help one another mutually. 

3) The homogeneous cause ( sabhdgahetu ). - Dharmas of the good category ( kusalanikdya ), when they are 
past ( atfta ), are [homogeneous] cause of present ( pratyutpanna ) and future ( andgata ) dharmas; past ( atfta) 
or present {pratyutpanna ), dharmas of the good category are [homogeneous] cause of future {andgata) 


11 The author of the Traite believes, along with the Sarvastivadins, in the existence of a canonical sutra enumerating 
and listing the four conditions. But this sutra has not yet been found in the old scriptures. 

12 See Kosa, II, p. 153-156. 

13 For Kosa, II, p. 267, only the mind and mental events {cittacaitta) that have the same aspect {ekdkdra), the same 
object {ekdlambana) and the same point of support {samdsraya) are samprayuktakahetu. 

14 Dharmas that are the result of one another {mithahphala) are sahabhuhetu, such as, for example, the great elements 
{bhuta), the mind {citta) and the accompaniments of the mind ( cittanuvartin), that which characterizes {laksana) and 
that which is characterized ( laksya): cf. Kosa, II, p. 248. 
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good dharmas. 15 [Mutatis mutandis ], it is the same for bad ( akusala ) dharmas and indeterminate (avyakrta) 
dharmas. Thus all dharmas each have their homogeneous cause. 

4) The universal cause ( sarvatragahetu ). - The perverse tendencies ( anusaya ) to be abandoned by seeing 
the truth of suffering and the truth of the origin ( duhkhasamudayasatya-darsanaprahdtavya ) are cause of 
all defiled ( klista ) dharmas and are called universal cause. 16 <2176> 

5) The ripening cause {vipakahetu). - As a result of the accomplishment of action ( karman ), a favorable 
( kusala ) or unfavorable ( akusala ) fruit of ripening ( vipdkaphala ) is obtained: this is the ripening cause. 17 

These five causes (hetu) constitute the causal condition ( hetupratyaya ). 


15 Similar ( sadrsa ) dhannas belonging to one and the same category and to one and the same stage ( svanikayabhu ) and 
arisen earlier ( agraja ), are sabhagahetu. Dhannas arisen earlier are homogeneous cause of later dharmas, whether the 
latter are arisen or not yet arisen ( purvotpannah pascimanam utpannanutpannandm sabhagahetuh); future dhannas are 
never homogeneous cause ( anagata naiva sabhagahetuh): cf. Kosa, II, p. 255-257. - Vasubandhu in his Kosabhasya, p. 
85,1. 24-86,1. 2, cites a passage of the Jnanaprasthana, T 1544, k. 1, p. 920cl5-18: Sabhagahetuh katamah. 
purvotpannani kusalamulani pascad utpannandm kusalamulanam tatsamprayuktandm ca dharmdndm svadhatau 
abhdgahetuna heady evam atitany atitapratyutpannanam. atitapratyutpannany anagatandm iti vaktyavyam. - What is 
the homogeneous cause? The previously arisen roots of good are homogeneous cause of roots of good arisen later and 
of the dhannas associated with them that are of the same category. Similarly also, the past roots of good are 
homogeneous cause of past and present roots of good, and the past and present roots of good are homogeneous cause of 
future roots of good. 

16 The anusayas are the perverse tendencies by virtue of which actions are accumulated ( upacayam gacchanti) and are 
capable of producing a new existence (Kosa, V, p. 1). Scholasticism lists 98 of them. Among them, 11 are called 
universal ( sarvatraga ) because they take as object their entire dhatu ( sakalasvadhdtvdlambanatvdt ), in the sense that 
they are concerned with all categories of their dhatu in the sphere of existence in which the individual in whom they 
occur is born (Kosa, V, p. 32 at bottom). These 11 universals are: 1-7) the five drstis, satkdyadrsti, etc., to be 
abandoned by the seeing of suffering ( duhkhadarsanaprahatavya ), plus two drstis, mithyadrsti and 
silavrataparamarsadrsti, to be abandoned by the seeing of the origin ( samudayadarsana-prahdtavya ); 8-9) the two 
vicikitsas (doubts concerning the reality of suffering and of non-suffering), to be destroyed by the seeing of suffering 
and of the origin ( duhkhasamudaya-darsanaprahatavya); 10-11) the two kinds of avidya. one associated with the other 
anusayas, the other alone (aveniki), both of which are to be abandoned by the seeing of suffering and of the origin (cf. 
Kosa, V, p. 31; Kosavyakhya, p. 458,1. 10-16. 

These universals are sarvatragahetu. The Kosavyakhya, p. 89,1. 3 states: Svabhumikah purvotpannah 
sarvatraga dharmdh pascimanam klistandm dharmdndm sarvatragahetuh. - The universal dhannas belonging to a 
certain stage and previously arisen [i.e., past or present] are the universal cause of later defiled dhannas. 

17 According to the simplest interpretation, the vipakahetu is the cause involving ripening. Morally defined actions, 
whether bad ( asubha = akusala) or good-impure, produce an unpleasant or a pleasant fruit of ripening respectively, but 
always morally indeterminate. Hence the definition of Kosa, II, p. 271: Vipdkahetur asubhdh kusalas sasravdh. 
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[Immediately preceding condition ( samancmtarapratyaya )]. - When the minds-and-mental-events 
(cittacaitta) follow one another in order ( kramasas ) without intermediary ( anantaram ), there is the 
immediately preceding condition. 1 '' 


[Object condition (alambanapratyaya )]. - When the minds-and-mental-events ( cittachaitta ) arise and take 
things as object ( visaydn alambya ), there is the object condition. 19 


Dominant condition ( adhipatipratyaya )]. - At the moment of their arising, the dharmas do not obstruct one 
another mutually: that is an absence of obstacle ( avighna) [called dominant condition]. 20 <2177> 


[b. Number of conditions occurring in the different types of dharmas]. 21 

1) The mind and mental events arise as a result of four conditions ( caturbhis cittacaittdh). 

2) The absorption of non-conception ( asamjnisamdpatti ) and the absorption of cessation 
(nirodhasamdpatti) arise as a result of three conditions [hetupratyaya, samancmtarapratyaya, 
adhipatipratyaya ], with the exclusion of the object condition (dlamabanapratyaya). 

3) The other dharmas, namely, the other formations not associated with the mind ( cittaviprayuktasamskara ) 
and the material dharmas ( rupa ) arise as a result of two conditions [ hetupratyaya and adhipatipratyaya ], 
with the exclusion of the immediately preceding condition ( samanantarapratyaya ) and the object condition 
{alambanapratyaya). 

18 The minds-and-mental-events which immediately precede other minds-and-mental-events are samanantarapratyaya 
of the latter. 

19 Every dharma indiscriminately is capable of being taken by the mind and the mental events associated with the 
latter. When a consciousness arises by taking it as object, this dhanna is the alambanapratyaya of this consciousness. 

20 The adhipatipratyaya manifests in such a way that it never presents an obstacle in any circumstance: this is its only 
activity (Kosabhasya, p. 101,1. 4-5: adhipatipratyayas tu sarvasyam avasthdydm andvaranabhavenavasthita ity etad 
asya kdritram). The cause called ‘raison dTtre’ is the dominant condition. This dominant condition is the one that 
belongs to the greatest number of dharmas or that acts on the greatest number of dharmas (Kosabhasya, p. 100,1. 12- 
15: ya eva karanahetuh sa evddhipatipratyayah ... adhiko ‘yampratyayah adhikasya vapratyayah). 

Every dhanna is kdranahetu with respect to all dhannas except for itself. Every dharma is kdranahetu of all 
conditioned dhannas except for itself insofar as it appears as not being an obstacle to the arising of the others 
(Kosabhasya, p. 82,1. 23-24: svato ‘nye karanahetuh. samskrtasya hi dharmasya svabhdvavarjyah sarvadharmah 
karanahetuh. avighnabhdvdvasthdndt.) 

The author of the Traite. or his translator Kumarajlva, avoids the term kdranahetu and substitutes wou tchang 
yin for it, probably avighnakarana ‘the cause which is not an obstacle’. On the different ways of translating 
kdranahetu, see A. Hirakawa, Kosa Index I, p. 129,1. 14-15. 

21 Mahavibhasa, T 1545, k. 136, p. 703a3-bl; Abhidharmasara, T 1550, k. l,p. 812al7-bl3; Abhidharmamrta, T 1553, 
k. l,p. 970bl 1-14; Kosa, II, p. 309-311; Kosabhasya, p. 101,1. 6-20. 
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The conditioned dharmas (samskrtadharma), being weak by nature (svabhavadaurbalyatvat), none of them 
arise from a single condition. 22 


[c. Number of causes occurring in the various types of dharmas]. 23 

1) The mind and mental events {cittacditto), when they arise from retribution ( vipdkaja ), arise from five 
causes [karanahetu, sahabhuhetu, [297a] sabhagahetu, samprayuktakahetu and vipdkahetn\. Being non- 
defiled-indeterminate (, anivrtavyakrta ) and not being afflicted ( aklista ), they exclude the universal cause 
(sarvatragahetu). 4 <2178> 

2) When they are afflicted ( klista ), the mind and mental events also arise from five causes [ karanahetu, 
sahabhuhetu, sabhagahetu, samprayuktahetu and sarvatragahetu\, excluding the ripening cause 
(vipdkahetu ). Why? These klesas are defiled ( nivrta ) whereas the ripening ( vipdka ) itself is non-defiled 
(i anivrta ); therefore the ripening cause should be excluded. 

3) When they have arisen from retribution {vipdka), form ( rupa ) and the formations non-associated with the 
mind ( cittaviprayuktasamskdra ) arise from four causes [karanahetu, sahabhuhetu, sabhagahetu and 
vipdkahetu ]. Not being mind-and-mental-event ( cittacaitta ), they exclude the associated cause 
{samprayuktakahetu)', being non-defiled-indeterminate {anitvrtdvydkrta), they exclude the universal cause 
{sarvatragahetu). 

4) When they are afflicted {klista), form {rupa) and the formations non-associated with the mind 
{cittaviprayuktasamskdra) also arise from four causes [karanahetu, sahabhuhetu, sabhdhahetu and 
sarvatragahetu ]. Not being mind-and-mental-event ( cittacaitta ), they exclude the associated cause 
(. samprayuktahetu ); being afflicted {klista), they exclude the ripening cause {vipdkahetu). 

5) The other minds-and mental-events {sesds cittacaittdh), except for the minds pure for the first time 
(prathamandsrava), 5 arise from four causes [karanahetu, sahabhuhetu, sabhagahetu and 


22 Kosabhasya, p. 101,1. 19-20: Pratyayebhyo bhdva upajdyante na punah sarvasyaiva jagatah 
Tsvarapurusapradhanadikam kdranam. - All the essences arising from four conditions at most and from two at least, 
the theistic or Sarnkhya systems that make the world depend on a single condition are to be excluded. 

23 Abhidharmasara, T 1550, k. 1, p. 81 lcl-812al7; Abhidharmamrta, T 1553, k. 1, p. 970b3-l 1; Kosa, II, p. 297-298; 
Kosabhasya, p. 97,1. 14-98,1. 2. 

Anivrta-avydkrta {pouyin mou wou ki in Kumarajlva, wou feou wou ki in Hiuan-tsang), which may be rendered as 
‘non-defiled-indeterminate’. This is an anivrta mind, not covered by afflictive emotion {na kesacchadita) and avydkrta, 
indeterminate from the moral point of view, i.e., neither good {kusala) nor bad ( akusala ), and thereby unable to project 
and bring about a fruit of retribution ( phalapratigrahanadanasamartha). 

The afflictive emotions ( klesa ) and the dharmas associated with them or deriving their origin from them are 
called klista, soiled, tainted. 

25 The prathamdndsravas are the first pure dharmas of the Path of seeing the truths, namely, the duhkhe 
dharmajndnaksanti and the dharmas co-existing with this ksanti. See above, p. 130F as note, 214F, 65 IF, 747F, 1412F, 
1796F. 
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samprayuktakahetu], excluding the ripening cause ( vipdkahetu ) and the universal cause (sarvatragahetu). 
Why? Not being indeterminate ( avydb-ta ), they exclude the ripening cause ( vipdkahetu ); not being afflicted 
(, klista ), they exclude the universal cause ( sarvatragahetu ). 

6) In regard to other things not associated with the mind ( anye cittaprayuktadharmdh) , namely, form 
(rupa) and the formations non-associated with the mind (cittaprayuktasamskara), it is necessary to 
distinguish]: 

a. If they have a homogeneous cause ( sabhdgahetu ), they arise from three causes [karanahetu, sahabhuhetu 
and sabhdgahetu ], excluding the associated cause ( samprayuktahetu ), the ripening cause ( vipdkahetu ) and 
the universal cause ( sarvatragahetu ). 

b. If they do not have a homogeneous cause ( sabhdgahetu ), they arise <2179> from two causes: the 
simultaneous cause ( sahabhuhetu ) and the cause ‘not making an obstacle’ ( avighnakdrana ) [commonly 
designated by the name karanahetu]. 

7) As for form (rupa) and the formations non-associated with the mind ( cittaviprayukta-samskdra ), 
occurring in minds pure for the first time ( prathamdndsravacitta ), they arise from two causes: the 
simultaneous cause ( sahabhuhetu ) and the cause ‘not making an obstacle’ (avighnakdrana). 

There are no dharmas that are derived from one single cause (ekahetusambhuto ndsti dharmah). 26 

The six causes (hetu) make up the four conditions (pratyaya). 

2. Causality according to the Perfection of Wisdom 


The bodhisattva who practices the perfection of wisdom (prajiidpdramitd) considers the four conditions 
(pratyaya) , but his mind is not attached to them (sahga)', even though he distinguishes (vibhajati) these 
dharmas, he knows that they are empty (sunya) and like magical transformations (nirmanasama). Although 
in magical transformations there are many varieties (nanavidhavisesa), the wise man who considers them 
knows that they have no reality: they are only trompe-l’oeil (caksurvancana), thought-constructions 
(vikalpa). He knows that the teachings of ordinary people (prthagjanadharma) are all erroneous (viparita), 
lies (mrsdvdda), without reality. Is there anything real there where there are the four pratyayak! And since 
the teachings of the saints (bhadrdryadharma) are derived from the teachings of ordinary people, they too 
are unreal. 

As has been said above (p. 2142F, 2146F) in regard to the eighteen emptinesses, for a bodhisattva in the 
perfection of wisdom, there is no determinate nature (niyatasvabdva) in any dharma either capable of being 


^ Actually the karanahetu and the sahabhuhetu are never absent. 
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grasped or capable consequently of being rejected ( bhinna ). But as beings are attached ( sakta ) to the 
emptiness of causes and conditions, they say that they can be rejected. 27 <2180> 

Thus, seeing the moon reflected in the water ( udakacandra ), the little child is greedy for it and is attracted 
to it; but when he wants to grab it and does not succeed, he feels sad and annoyed. The wise man instructs 
him, saying: “This moon can be seen ( drsta ) with the eyes but it cannot be seized ( grhita) with the hand.” 
The wise man denies only that it can be seized; he does not claim that it cannot be seen. In the same way, 
the bodhisattva sees and knows that all dharmas arise from the four conditions (pratyaya) but he does not 
grasp any determinate nature ( niyatalaksana ) in these conditions. Dharmas arising from the complex of the 
four conditions ( catuspratyayasamagrija ) are like the moon [297b] reflected in water ( udakacandra ). 
Although this moon is false and non-existent ( asat ), it necessarily arises from causes and conditions - 
namely, water ( udaka ) and the moon ( candra ) - and does not come from other conditions. It is the same for 
dharmas; each one arises from its own causes and conditions and has no fixed reality. 

This is why [the Prajnaparamitasutra] says here that “the bodhisattva who wants to understand the causal 
condition, the immediately preceding condition, the object condition and the dominant condition in 
accordance with the truth, must practice the perfection of wisdom.” 

Question. - If one wants to understand completely the meaning of the four conditions (pratyaya), one must 
study the Abhidharma. Why then does [the Prajnaparamitasutra] say here that ”in order to understand the 
four conditions, it is necessary to study the Prajnaparamita”? 

Answer. - In the explanation dedicated by the Abhidharma to the four conditions, the beginner 
(adikarmika) believes that it touches realities, but, if he examines them and goes into depth, he falls into 
wrong views (mithyadrsti) like those that you have formulated above (p. 2172F) in rejecting the four 
conditions. 28 <2181> 


27 The principle of causality is an axiom that is imposed on the human mind, but on reflecting, some take it to be well- 
founded, others to be purely illusory. 

The writers of the Abhidharma hold it to be valid: they think that that real dharmas arise from real causes and 
conditions; they seize their characteristics (nimitta) and adopt them ( grhnanti ): they fall into realism. 

The fundamentalist Madhyamikas, like the one who appears at the beginning of this section, judge concepts 
of cause and effect to be absurd and reject (nisedhanti) the hetus and pratyayas as non-existent (asat): they are on the 
brink of nihilism. 

Other Madhyamikas, basing themselves on the true nature of dharmas. which is the absence of any nature, 
abstain from affirming or denying the hetus and pratyayas in which they recognize neither existence nor non-existence. 
This is the position taken by the author of the Traite. Slightly less drastic than the preceding, it has the advantage of not 
laying itself open to any criticism. It is the position of an adult explaining to a child that the moon reflected in the water 
is ‘seen’ when there is a moon and there is water to reflect it, but it cannot be ‘grabbed’ because it is nothing and never 
will be any thing. 

For the udakacandra, see above, p. 364F. 

28 The author has commented above (p. 1095F) that the study of Abhidharma leads to realism, whereas the teaching on 
emptiness ends up in nihilism. The Buddha condemned the extreme views of asti and nasti, of astitci and nastitd (see p. 
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Furthermore, if dharmas, as causes, depend on the four conditions, how are these four conditions caused in 
turn? If they themselves have causes, there is an infinite regression ( anavasthd ); wherever there is an 
infinite regression, there is no beginning point (ddi); if there is no beginning, there is no cause (hetu) and 
hence all dharmas would be without cause (, ahetuka ). If there was a beginning, this beginning would be 
uncaused and, existing without being caused, it would not depend on causes and conditions. That being so, 
all dharmas themselves would exist without depending on causes and conditions. 

Furthermore, dharmas arising from causes and conditions ( hetupratyayasamutpanna ) are of two kinds: 

a. If they pre-exist in the causes and conditions, they arise independently of causes and conditions and there 
is neither cause nor condition for them. 

b. If they do not pre-exist in the causes and conditions, they are each without their respective causes and 
conditions. 

By futile chatter about the four conditions, one comes up against such errors ( dosa ). But the emptiness 
consisting of non-perception ( anupalambhasunyata ) of which it was a matter above (p. 2145-2149F) in the 
Prajnaparamita, does not present such faults. Thus, birth, old age, sickness and death 
( jdtijardvyddhimarana ) perceived by the eyes and the ears of ordinary people are considered by them to be 
existent, but, if their characteristics ( nimitta ) are examined subtly, they are non-existent ( anupalabhdha ). 
This is why in the Prajnaparamita, only the wrong views ( mithyadrsti ) are eliminated, but the four 
conditions are not rejected. This is why it is said here that ”in order to understand the [real] nature of the 
four conditions, the perfection of wisdom should be studied. 


Dharmata 

Second Section UNDERSTANDING DHARMATA AND ITS 
SYNONYMS 

PRELIMINARY NOTE 


The problem of causality was the object of the preceding section: the author came to the conclusion that if 
this question is asked from the point of view of apparent truth ( samvrtisatya ), it is to be rejected, or, rather, 
to be dismissed from the point of view of absolute truth ( paramarthasatya ). 

Flere he passes on to a connected question which is that of the sarvadharmdndm dharmata, ‘the dharma- 
nature of dharmas’, an expression which KumarajTva usually translates as tchou-fa-che-siang: ‘the true 
nature ( bhutalaksana ) of dharmas ‘ (see vol. Ill, Introduction, p. xliiF). 


2007F), and the Prajnaparamita is the non-grasping ( aparigraha ) and the non-rejection ( anutsarga ) of all dhannas (cf. 
Pancavimsati, p. 135,1. 2). 
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Dharmata often appears in a list of synonyms which has increased over time. Contrary to the Tibetans, the 
Chinese lack consistency in their way of rendering these terms. The equivalents <2182> proposed by 
Kumarajlva are not repeated by Hiuan-tsang, and, on the pain of falling into unfortunate confusion, it is 
important to distinguish them carefully: 


1. dharmata, chos hid, che siang (K ),fa eul.fa sing (H). 

2. ‘manner of being’, tathatd, de bsin hid,jiu (K), tchen jou (K). 

3. ’fundamental element’, dharmadhatu, chos kyi dbyins, fa sing (K ),fa kiai (H). 

4. ‘limit of truth’, bhutakoti, yag dagpahi mthah, che tsi (K), che tsi (H). 


The passage of the Pancavimsati commented on here by the Traite is limited to these four terms, but other 
lists, more complete, have already been proposed by the earliest canonical texts: 

Samyutta, II, p. 25,1. 19-20: dhdtn, dhammatthitatd, dhammaniydmatd, idappaccayatd. 

Samyutta, II, p. 26,1. 5-6: tathatd, avitathatd, anahhathatd, idappaccayatd. 

Nidanasamyukta, p. 148: dharmata, dharmasthitaye dhdtnh. 

Ibid., p. 149: dharmata, dharmasthitatd, dharmaniydmatd, dharmayathatathd, avitathatd, ananyathd, 
bhuta, satyatd, tattvad, thatdthatd, aviparitatd, avipaiyastatd, idampratyatd, pratityasamutpaddnulomata. 

Ibid., p. 164: dharmata, dharmasthitaye dhdtnh. 

Anguttara, I, p. 286,1. 7-8: dhdtn, dhammatthitatd, dhammaniydmatd. 

Sanskrit Mahaparinirvana, p. 168: dharmata, dharmasthitaye dhdtnh. 

Salistamba, ed. Sastri, p. 4, 1. 5-7: dharmata, dlmrmasthititd, dharmaniydmatd, pratityasamntpddasamatd, 
tathatd, aviparitathatd, ananyatathatd, bhutatd, satyatd, aviparitatd, avipaiyastatd. 

Sutra cited in Kosavyakhya, p. 293, 1. 27-28: dharmata, dharmasthititd, dharmaniydmatd, tathatd, 
avitathatd, ananyatathatd, bhutatd, satyatd tattvam, aviparitatd, avipaiyastatd. 

The word bhutakoti does not appear in our nomenclatures. 

What is this dharmata the many synonyms of which emphasize its importance rather than its complexity? 
Buddhist practitioners conceive of it differently according to whether they belong to the Lesser or the 
Greater Vehicle. 

1. The Hmayanist dharmata 


According to the word of the Buddha himself, dharmata is the conditioned production of phenomena, the 
pratltyasamutpada discovered by Sakyamuni and preached by him throughout his entire career. 
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Two sutras of the Samyukta are significant: 

Nidanasamyukta, p. 147-148; Samyutta, II, p. 25-26: Pratityasamutpadam vo bhiksavo desayisye ... / 
pratityasamutpadah katamah / yadutasmin satidam bhavaty asyotpdddd idam utpadyate / 
yadutdvidydpratyaydh samskdrd ydvat <2183> samudayo bhavati / avidydpratyaydh samskdrd ity 
utpdddd vd tathdgatdndm anutpdddd vd sthitd eveyam dharmatd dharmasthitaye dhdtuh /- I will show 
you, O monks, the dependent origination. What is dependent origination? The fact that ‘this being, that 
is; from the production of this, that is produced’, namely, that ‘the formations have ignorance as 
condition’, etc., up to ‘such is the origin of the mass of suffering’. Whether a Tathagata appears or 
whether a Tathagata does not appear, this dharmata, the basis for the existence of things, is stable. 

Nidanasamyukta, p. 164: Kin nu Bhagavatdpratityasamutpadah kyta aho svid anyaih /na bhikso mayd 
pratityasamutpadah h-to ndpy anyaih / api tutpdddd vd tathdgatdndm anutpdddd vd sthitd eveyam 
dharmatd dharmasthitaye dhdtuh / - Was dependent origination made by the Lord or rather by others? 
Dependent origination, O monks, was not made by me or by others, and, whether there appears a 
Tathagata or there does not appear a Tathagata, this dharmata, the basis for the existence of things, is 
stable. 


These two texts do not lend themselves to any confusion. Conditioned dharmas ( samskdra, samskrtadhrma) 
are, by definition, the result of causes and conditions. Their dependent production (pratftyasamutpdda) is a 
fixed rule, a stable dharmata, and the latter has not been made either by the Buddha or by any one else. 

The question is whether this dharmata leads to an abstract determinism or whether it constitutes an 
independent entity, in other words, whether it should be placed among the samskrta endowed with the three 
characteristics of the conditioned ( samskrtalaksana ), viz., production ( utpdda ), disappearance (vyaya) and 
duration-change ( sthityanyathdtva ) - cf. p. 36-37F, 922F, 1163F, 2051F, 2078F - or among the asamskrtas 
completely free of these very characteristics. 

The FUnayana schools respond differently to this question for the good reason that they do not agree on the 
number of asamskrtas: one, three, four, five or even nine (see references to these schools in L. de La Vallee 
Poussin, Nirvana, p. 180-187). 

The Vaibhasikas of the Madhyadesa, the Uttarapathakas, the Mahimsasakas, the Pubbaseliyas, the 
Mahlsasakas and the Mahasamghikas include the praltyasamutpada or its synonym, tathata, among their 
asamskrtas. 

This is not the opinion of the Ceylonese Theravadins, the ones closest to the Word of the Buddha, who 
recognize only one asamkhata , Nibbana. The paticcasamuppada is a rule and not an entity. 

Their spokesman, Buddhaghosa, comments in his Visuddhimagga (ed. H. C. Warren, p. 441): 

Jardsaranddmam dhammdnam paccayakkhano paticcasamuppddo, dukkhdnubandhanaraso, 
kummaggapaccupattdno ti veditabbo. So pandyam tehi tehi paccayehi anonddhikeh ’ eva tassa tassa 
dhammassa sambhavato tathata ti, sdmaggiupagatesu paccayesu muhuttam pi tato nibbattanadhammdnam 
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asambhavdbhdvato avitatliatd ti, annadhcimmapaccayehi annadhammanuppattito anannathata ti, 
yathavuttanam etesam jaramaranadmam paccayato vd paccayasamuhato vd idapaccayatd ti vitto. - 
Conditioned origination has, as nature, being the condition of the dharmas old-age-death, etc.; as flavor, it 
has the prolongation of suffering; it shows itself as the bad path (= samsara). Because such and such a 
dharma comes only from a definite number of such and such conditions, <2184> it is called tathata. 
Because once these conditions have come together, it is impossible, even for an instant, for the dharmas 
that are derived from it to be produced, it is called avitathata. Because dharmas do not arise from other 
conditions than their own, it is called anannathata. Because for the old-age-death in question, there is one 
condition or a group of conditions, it is called idapaccayata. 

The Sarvastivadins assume three asamskrtas : Space (dkdsa) and the two Nirvanas ( pratisamkhydnirodha 
and apratisamkhydnirodha ), but they do not consider pratltyasamutpada to be an asamskrta, for everything 
that is ‘production’ ( utpdda ) is obviously conditioned. Vasubandhu (Kosa, II, p. 77) makes the following 
comment about the HInyana schools that place the pratltyasamutpada with the asamskrtas : 

“Some schools ( nikdydntariya ) maintain that the pratltyasamutpada is unconditioned ( asamskrta ) because 
the sutra says: ‘Whether a Tathagata appears or whether a Tathagata does not appear, this dharmatd is 
stable.’ - This thesis is true or false according to the way it is interpreted ( tad etadabhiprdyavasdd evam ca 
na caivam). If one means that it is always as a result of avidya, etc., that the samskaras, etc., are produced, 
not ‘without condition or because of another thing’ ( apraitydnaydd vd pratrtya ); that, in this sense, the 
pratltyasamutpada is eternal ( nitya ), we agree. If one means that there exists a certain special entity ( kimcid 
bhdvdnantaram ) called pratltyasamutpada which is eternal, that is unacceptable since production ( utpdda ) 
is characteristic of the conditioned ( utpddasya samskrtalaksana ).” 

- Indeed, it is absurd to claim that a conditioned origination is eternal, for production means ‘existence 
following upon non-existence’ ( abhutydbhdva ). 

2. The Mahayanist dharmata 


The reasoning of the Mahayanists is not lacking in subtlety. It can be schematized in the following way: 

1. For the Early ones, the true nature of conditioned dharmas (samskrta) is to come from conditions 
(pratftyasamutpanna). According to them, dharmata = pratltyasamutpada. 

2. For us, dharmas coming from conditions do not exist in themselves, do not exist by themselves, are 
without characteristics ( laksana ) and consequently do not arise. For us, pratltyasamutpada = anutpada. 

3. To attribute a characteristic of non-arising to dharmas is to make them into unconditioned. Anutpanna = 
asamskrta. 

4. To attribute to the unconditioned any characteristic whatsoever is to change them into conditioned 
dharmas. Therefore asamskrta = Samskrta. 
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5. Backing away from this absurd conclusion, it is necessary to recognize that dharmas are neither samskrta 
nor asamskrta (cf. above, p. 2077-2085F, Siinyatas no. 7 and 8), neither pratvtyasamutpanna nor 
apratftyasamutpanna, and that their dharmata is not absolute but contingent. Whether it is called dharmata, 
tathata, dharmadhatu, bhutakoti, sunyata, original nirvana, it has as unique nature the absence of nature: 
ekalaksanayadutalaksana <2185> (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 164, 225, 244, 258, 261, 262 and above, p. 1376F, 
1382F, 1694F, 1703F, etc.). 

While keeping the early phraseology and the early classifications, the Mahayana sutras and sastras refuse to 
adopt the objectifying of the dharmata. Flere are a few citations chosen from many others: 

1. Pancavimsati, p. 168, 1. 11-17; Satasahasrika, p. 1262, 1. 1-3, 13-17: Katame Bhagavan samskrta 
dharmah / bhagavan aha / kdmadhdtu rupadhatur arupyadhatur ye ‘py anye kecit 
traiddtukapaiydpannd dharmah / saptatrimsad bodhipaksddayo dharmah / ima ucyante samskrta 
dharmah // katame bhagavann asamskrta dharmah / bhagavan aha / yesdm dharmdndm notpddo na 
nirodho ndnyathdtvam prajndyate rdgaksayo dvesaksayo mohaksayas ca / tatlmtd, avitathatd, 
ananyatathatd, dharmata, dharmadhdtur, dharmasthitd, dharmaniydmatd, bhutakotih / ima ucyante 
‘samskrta dharmah / 

Which, O Lord, are the conditioned dharmas? The Lord answered: The realm of desire, the form realm, 
the formless realm ( i.e., the threefold world where samsdra takes place) and also some other dharmas 
included in the conditioned element, for example, the thirty-seven auxiliaries of enlightenment: they 
are called conditioned dharmas. - Which, O Lord, are the unconditioned dharmas? The dharmas where 
neither production nor disappearance nor change occur (that is, free from the three natures of the 
conditioned ); the cessation of desire, the cessation of hatred, the cessation of delusion (otherwise 
called: nirvana); the way of being and its synonyms up to and including the culmination of truth: all 
that is called unconditioned dharmas. 

All these dharmas arbitrarily classed as samskrta and asamskrta are without inherent nature (svabhdva) 
and have non-existence as their own nature: 

Pancavimsati, p. 136-137: Rupam virahitam rupasvabhdvena ydvad bhutakotir api virahitd 
bhutakotisvabhdvena ... /abhdvo rupasya svablmvah ydvad abhdvo bhutakotydh svabhdvah. - Form is 
without the inherent nature of form and so on, up to: the culmination of the real is without the inherent 
nature of the culmination of the real ... The inherent nature of form is a non-existence, and so on up to: 
the inherent nature of the culmination of the real is a non-existence. 

2. The dharmata of dharmas is emptiness, the non-existence of all dharmas. 

Dasabhumika, p. 65, 1. 19-22: Api tu khalupunah kulaputraisa sarvadharmdndm dharmata / utpdddd 
vd tathdgatdndm anutpdddd vd sthitaivasd dharmata dharmadhdtusthitih / ya idam 
sarvadharmasunyatd sarvadharmdnupalabdhih. - Furthermore, O sons of good family, here is what 
this dharmata of all dharmas is: Whether there is appearance of a Tatha„ata or whether there is non- 
appearance of a Tathagata, this dharmata is stable, this steadiness of the fundamental element, 
namely, the emptiness of all dharmas, the non-existence of all dharmas. 
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3. Because of this emptiness, of this non-existence, all dharmas are equal: samskrta and asamskrta are one 
and the same. The dharmata is the equality of all things: 

Astadasa, II, p. 126: Sd punah sarvadharmanam samatd katama / bhagavdn aha / tatlmtd avitathatd 
ananyatathata dharmata dharmadhatur dharmasthitita dharmaniydmatd bhutakotih / yo ‘sdv utpdddd 
vd tathdgatdndm ... 

4. The pratltyasamutpada which the Early ones held to be real and termed <2186> dharmata, the 
Madhyamikas call emptiness, nirvana. This nirvana, which is one with samsara, is empty of nirvana. - See 
above, p. 2015-2018F. 

In the Madhyamaka philosophy, there is so little room for the Absolute that it can be neither affirmed nor 
denied. To qualify it as anirvacaniya does not mean that it is ‘ineffable’, but simply that there is no reason 
to speak of it. 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 24, 1. 18-21; Satasahasrika, p. 81, 1. 1-11). - Moreover, O Sariputra, the 
bodhisattva-mahasattva who wishes to understand the manner of being of all dharmas, the fundamental 
element, the pinnacle of the truth, must practice the perfection of wisdom. This is how, O Sariputra, the 
bodhisattva-mahasattva should become established in the perfection of wisdom ( Punar aparam Sariputra 
bodhisattvena mahdsattvena sarvadharmatathatdm bhutakotim avaboddhukdmena prajndpdramitdydm 
siksitavyam. Evam Sariputra bodhisattvena mahdsattvena prajndpdramitdydm sthdtavyam). 


Sastra. - 

I. TATHATA, DHARMADHATU AND BHUTAKOTI 29 


29 Among the many synonyms of dharmata, the sutra mentions here only three, of which the third, the bhutakoti, did 
not appear in the Hlnayana phraseology. In the Vijnanavadin treatises, which place the dhannata among the 
asamskrtas, there are more explanations, more concise than those of the Traite. 

Madhyantavibhagabhasya, ed. G. M. Nagao, p. 23-24: Ananyatharthena tathatd nityan tathaiveti krtva / 
aviparyasdrthena bhutakotih viparyasavastutvat / nimittanirodharthenanimittam sarvanimittdbhdvdt / 
dryajhanagocaratvat paramdrthah /paramajndnavisayatvad aryadharmahetutvad dharmadhdtuh / aryadharmdndm 
taddlambanaprabhavatvat / hetvartho hy atrci dhatvarthah t - [Sunyata] is tathatd because, unchanging, it dwells 
always the same. It is bhutakoti because, without error, it is free of error. It is animitta because, destroying the 
characteristic marks, it is the absence of any mark. It is paramdrtha because it is the domain of the saint’s knowledge. 
It is dharmadhdtu because it is the object of supreme knowledge and the cause of the dharmas of the saint inasmuch as 
it is the support and the place of origin of the dharmas of the saint: here dhdtu has the meaning of cause. 

See also Abhidharmasamuccaya, ed. P. Pradhan, p. 12,1. 20-13,1. 5 (transl. W. Rahula, p. 18-19); 
Abhidhannasamuccayavyakhya, T 1606, k. 2, p. 702b4-22; Buddhabhumi, T 1530, k. 7, p. 323a25-29. - Note that 
these Vijnanavadin texts recognize a reality in the dharmata which the Madhyamaka categorically rejects. 
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1) The Tathata ‘manner of being’ of all dharmas is of two kinds: i) the specific nature ( svalaksana ) 
belonging to each dharma; ii) the dharmata ‘true nature’. 

The specific nature belonging to each dharma is, for example, the solidity ( khakkhatatva ) of earth {prthivi ), 
the wetness ( dravatva ) of water ( ap -), the warmth of fire ( usnatva) of fire ( tejas ), the mobility ( jranatva) 
<2187> of wind ( vayu ): such natures differentiate dharmas, each of which has its own nature. 

The dharmata distinguishes and postulates, in these specific natures, an ungraspable ( anupalabdha ), 
indestructible ( abhedya ) reality ( tattva ) free of defects (nirdosa). See (p. 2121-2126F) what has been said 
in regard to the emptiness of specific characteristics ( svalaksanasunyata). 

Indeed, if earth {prthivi ) is really solid, how can it be that glue ( gavyadrdhaf °, etc., when brought near the 
fire, loses [this solidity] which is its [297e] intriinsic nature {svabhdvaf! How can it be that the man 
endowed with the superknowledge of the working of magic (rddhyabhijna) sinks into the earth as if it were 
water? How does it happen that by cutting and breaking up wood {kdstha) or stone (sild), they lose their 
solidity? And how can it be that by reducing earth into fine dust {rajas) and hitting the latter with a stick, 
the earth finally disappears into the void {sunya) and loses its nature of solidity? Examined in this way, the 
inherent nature of earth is non-existent {anupalabdha). But that which is non-existent is truly empty 
{sunya). Therefore emptiness is the true nature {bhutalaksana) of earth. And it is the same for all [so-called] 
specific natures {bhinnalaksana). This emptiness is called tathata. 

2) The dharmadhatu. - As I have said above (p. 2126F and following), dharmas taken individually {prthak, 
pratyekam) are empty. These emptinesses have their own respective modalities {visesa) which are, 
however, tathata. Together they form a single emptiness: the dharmadhatu. 

This dharmadhatu itself is also of two kinds: the first, with a mind free of attachment {nirdsahgacittena), 
distinguishes (paricchinatti) dharmas as each having its own nature {svabhdva, prakrti); the second is the 
immense dharma {apramdnadharma), i.e., the true nature of dharmas {dharmdndm bhutalaksanam or 
dharmata). 

[ Visesacintibrahmapariprcchdf 1 . - As has been said in the Tch’e-sin king (Visesacintasutra ): “The 
dharmadhatu is immense.” 

The sravakas attain the dharmadhatu, but since their wisdom (prajnd) is limited ( sapramdna ), they cannot 
speak of its <2188> immensity (apramanam). 2 In the case of the dharmadhatu, they are like the man who 

30 Example already used above, p. 1821F, 2232F. 

31 T 586, k. 2, p. 43bl2. - Above (p. 1848-1852F), the Traite cited a long extract from this Pariprccha, where Sariputra 
and the bodhisattva Samantapuspa exchanged views on the dharmadhatu. For the Chinese and Tibetan versions of this 
work, see p. 1268, note). 

32 In the Saddharmapundarika, p. 60,1. 8-10, Sariputra, the most famed of the sravakas, having heard the first 
exposition of the Lotus , made the following comment to the Buddha: Tulye nama dharmadhdtupravese (in Tibetan: 
chos kyi dbyins la hjug pa mtshuns na) vayam bhagavcitd Innena yanenci nirydtitdh / evam ca me bhagavatams tasmin 
samaye bhavaty asmdkam evaiso ‘parddho naiva bhagavato ‘parddhah /- In an equal introduction to the dharmadhatu 
[i.e., by introducing all of us alike - bodhisattvas and sravakas - into the dharmadhatu], Bhagavat has made us go by 
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goes to the great ocean ( mahasamudra ) to empty out the water but who uses a vessel ( bhajana ) so small 
that he cannot collect the immense waters. 

3) The bhiitakoti. - Because the dharmadhatu is actually proven (bhiitena sdksdtkrta), it is the culmination 
(koti) [of reality]. Thus “the saint (arhat) is established in the culmination of reality (bhutakotydm 
vyavasthitah).” 


II. SYNONYMITY OF THE THREE WORDS 


Question. - Tathata, dharmadhatu and bhiitakoti: these three things are identical ( ekcirtha ) or different 
( nanartha ). If they are the same, why use three words? If they are three different things, it would be fitting 
to distinguish them now. 

Answer. - The three words are synonyms (paiydya ) serving to designate the dharmata. Why is that? 

Ignorant worldly people ( prthagjana ) have wrong views ( mithyddarsana ) of all the dharmas and speak of 
permanent ( nitya ), happy ( sukha ), pure ( suci ), real ( bhuta ) and personal (dtmaka) dharmas. 34 

The disciples ( srdvaka ) of the Buddha consider things according to their principal characteristics 
( maulalaksana ). Then, not seeing any permanent dharmas, they speak of impermanence ( anityatd ); <2189> 
not seeing any happy dharmas, they speak about suffering ( duhkha ); not seeing any pure dharmas, they 
speak about impurity ( asuci ); not seeing any real dharmas, they speak about emptiness ( sunyatd), and not 
seeing any personal dharmas, they speak about non-self ( andtman ). 

But, while not seeing permanent dharmas, seeing impermanence ( anityatd) is a wrong view (mithyadrsti). 5 
And it is the same for the views of suffering, emptiness, non-self and impurity. That is what is called 
tathata. 


the Lower Vehicle. And so this thought has presented itself to me: it is, without a doubt, our [the sravakas’] fault, not 
the Bhagavat’s. 

- For this interpretation, see E. Burnouf, Lotus, p. 39, 361. The indivisibility ( aprabheda) of the dharmadhatu 
has the single Vehicle as its corollary. Question in regard to the single Vehicle has been treated exhaustively by L. 
Hurvitz in One Vehicle or Three?, transl. into English by L Hurvitz , Jour. Ind. Phil., 3 (1975), p. 79-166. 

33 Allusion to the canonical saying: Tinno pdramgato thale titthati brd.hma.no: "Having crossed over and attained the 
other shore, the brahmana is on solid ground” (Anguttara, II, p. 5-6; IV, p. 11-13; Samyutta, IV, p. 157, 174-175; 
Itivuttaka, p. 57). In this saying, brahmana means arahata , and pdramgata is synonymous with kotigata (cf. 
Mahaniddesa, I, p. 20). 

34 Worldly people fall into the four mistakes ( viparydsa ), particularly the wrong view of eternalism ( sasvatadrsti ). 

35 The sravakas fall into the wrong view of annihilation ( ucchedadrsti ), for it is one thing to determine that all dharmas 
are impermanent and another thing to hypostatize this impermanence (anityatd). Eternalism and nihilism have both 
been condemned by the Buddha (cf. p. 155F, etc.) 
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The tathata is fundamentally indestructible ( avinasin ); this is why, [in the Chandasutra of the 
Samyuktagama] the Buddha enunciated the three rules constituting the three Seals of the Dharma 
(i dharmamudra), namely: i) “All conditioned dharmas are impermanent ( sarvasamskara anityah)', ii) All 
dharmas are non-self ( sarvadharmd anatmanah ); Hi) Nirvana is peace ( santam nirvanam).” 36 

Question. - But these three Seals of the Dharma are completely broken ( upaghdta ) by the 
Prajnaparamita[sutra] where the Buddha says to Subhuti: “The bodhisattva-mahasattva who considers form 
(rupa) to be permanent ( nitya) is not practicing the perfection of wisdom; the bodhisattva-mahasattva who 
considers form to be impermanent ( anitya ) is not practicing the perfection of wisdom. And it is the same if 
he considers it as happy ( sukha ) or unhappy (, duhkha ), self (atmari) or non-self ( andtman ), peaceful ( sdnta) 
or non-peaceful ( asdnta ).” 37 That being so, why speak of the Seals of the Dharma? 

Answer. - The two sutras [touched on here, namely, the Chandasutra and the Prajhdpdramitdsutra\ are 
both the Word of the Buddha ( buddhavacana ), but it is in the Prajnaparamitasutra that the Buddha spoke 
most clearly about the true nature of dharmas ( dhannatd or bhutalaksana). <2190>[298a] 

There are people who, being attached to the error of permanence ( nityam iti vipaiydse ‘bhinivista ), reject 
this eternalist view ( sdsvatadrsti ) but are not, however, attached to impermanence ( anityatd ): this is the true 
Seal of the Dharma ( dharmamuda ). The fact of rejecting eternalism ( sdsvata ) and [in turn] adopting 
impermanence ( anityatd) should not be considered as a Seal of the Dharma. It is the same in regard to the 
view of self (dtmadrsti) and the other views up to that of peace ( sdntadrsti ). 

In the Prajnaparamita, [the Buddha] condemns attachment ( abhinivesa ) to the wrong views of 
impermanence, etc., ( anityddrsti ), but does not condemn the fact of accepting nothing ( aparigraha ), of 
adopting nothing (anabhinivesa). 3S 

Having acquired this tathata of dharmas, one penetrates into the dharmadhatu, one eliminates all opinions 
( vipasyana) and does not conceive any further beliefs, for “such is its essence ( prakrtir asyaisd).” 39 

Thus, when a small child ( bdlaka) sees the moon reflected in the water ( udakacandra ), he goes into the 
water to grab the moon but, unable to grab it, he is very sad. A wise person then tells him: “Such is its 
essence; so don’t be sad (daurmanasya).” 


36 Chandasutra of the Samyukta (T 99,no. 262, k. 10, p. 66bl4), having as correspondent the Pali Channasuttanta of 
the Samyutta, III, p. 132,1. 26-27. In the fonner, the Buddha states: Same samskdrd anityah, sarve dharma anatmanah, 
santam nirvanam', in the latter: Sabbe sahkhdrd anicca, sabbe dhamma anatta. These are the seals of the Dharma 

(i dharmamudra ): cf. p. 1369F. 

37 For the idea, cf. Pancavimsati, p. 131 and foil., Satasahasrika, p. 568 and foil.: Bodhisattvena mahdsattvena 
prajhaparamitayam carata rupam anityam iti ... rupam duhkham iti ... rupam andtmeti ... rupam santam iti na 
sthdtavya. Similarly for the other skandhas. 

38 Cf. Pancavimsati, p. 135,1. 2: Yah samadharmdndm aparigraho ‘nitsargah sdprajndpdramitd. - The fact of not 
accepting and not rejecting any dharma is the perfection of wisdom. 

39 Prakrtir asyaisd is a frequent refrain in Mahayana explanations: cf. p. 2031-2035F (definition of the 16 
emptinesses), 2112F (in the Samrddhisutra), 2114F note. 
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Finally, to completely penetrate ( supravidh -) the dharmadhatu is bhutakoti. 


III. TATHATA, DHARMADHATU AND BHUTAKOTI IN THE CANONCIAL 
SUTRAS 


Question. - In the system of the sravakas, why do they not speak of the tathata, dharmadhatu and bhutakoti, 
whereas they are often spoken of in many places in the Mahayana system? 

Answer. - There are some places in the system of the sravakas where they are also spoken of, but these 
places are rather rare. 

1) [Bhiksusutra]. 40 - Thus it is said in the Tsa-a-han (Samyuktagama): <2191> 

There was a certain bhiksu who questioned the Buddha: Was the twelve-membered dependent origination 
(<dvddasarigapraftyapsamutpada ) made by the Buddha or was it made by others? 

The Buddha said to the bhiksu: I myself did not make the twelve-membered dependent origination and it 
was not made by others. 

Whether there are Buddhas or whether there are no Buddhas, the manner of being of the dharmas 
(i dharmanam tathata), the dharma nature ( dharmata ), the stability of dharmas ( dharmasthititd), is eternal. 

That is to say: this being, that is (yad utdsmin satidam bhavati), by the production of this, that is produced 
(i asyotpdddd idam utpadyte). That is to say: the formations have ignorance as condition (yad idam 
avidydpratyaydh samskarah), consciousness has the formations as condition (samskdrapratyayam 
vijhdnam ), and so on up to old-age-and-death ( jaramarana ) which is followed by grief (soka), lamentation 
(parideva ), suffering (duhkha), sadness ( daurmanasya ) and torment ( updydsa ). 41 


40 This sutra, the original Sanskrit of which we now possess but which has no exact correspondent in the Pali Nikaya, 
has already been called upon by the Traite, p. 157F n. It is the Bhiksusutra of the Samyuktagama (T 99, no. 299, k. 12, 
p. 85b-c, Nidanasamyukta, p. 164-165: Anyataro bhiksuryena bhagavams .... samskarayavat samudayo nirodhas ca 
bhavati / 

Transl. - A certain monk went to where the Blessed one was. Having gone there and having bowed down to 
the feet of the Blessed one, he said to the Blessed One: 

Was dependent origination made by the Blessed One or by others? 

O monk, dependent origination was not made by me or by others. 

However, whether a Tathagata appears or does not appear, stable is this dharmata, the foundation for the 
existence of things. The Tathagata himself, having recognized and fully understood this [dependent origination], 
enunciates it, makes it known, establishes it, analyzes it, reveals it, preaches it, teaches and illuminates it. 

Namely: “This being, that is; from the production of this that is produced”: “Formations have as condition 
ignorance”, and so on up to: “Such is the origin and the cessation [of this great mass of suffering”]. 

41 Note that sokaparidevaduhkhadauramanasya is not one of the ahgas of the twelvefold chain. 
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This not being, that is not (asminn asatidam na bhavati)', by the cessation of this, that ceases ( asya 
nirodhdd idam nirudhyate). That is to say: the cessation of ignorance results in the cessation of the 
formations (yad utavidyanirodhat samskaranirodhah), by the <2192> cessation of the formations 
consciousness ceases ( samskdranirodhdd vijnananirodhah), and so on up to the cessation of old-age-and- 
death (jardmarana ), by means of which grief ( soka ), lamentation (parideva ), suffering ( duhkha ), sadness 
(daurmanasya ) and torment ( updydsa ) cease. 

- This law of production and cessation ( utpddanirodhadharma ), whether there is a Buddha or there is not a 
Buddha, is eternal. This is the place where it is a question of the tathata). 42 

2) [Sariputrasimhanadasutra ]. 4 - In the Tsa-a-han (Samyuktagama), in the Cho-li-fou che-tseu heou king 
(Sariputrasimhanadasutra), it is said: 

The Buddha questioned Sariputra about the meaning of a verse (paddrtha ). Three times he asked him and 
three times Sariputra was unable to answer. After the Buddha had given Sariputra a brief instruction 
(i alpanirdesa ), the Buddha went back to the vihara to meditate. 44 <2193> 


42 The Bhiksusutra us not the only canonical sutra where tathata occurs. The author could have mentioned the 
Paccayasuttanta of the Samyutta, II, p. 26,1. 5. 

43 The Traite has referred three times already (p. 220-221F; 1630F n. 2; 1746F) to this sutra, all versions of which have 
been identified by E.Waldschmidt, Identifizierung einer Hcmdscrift des Nidanasamyukta, ZDMG, 107 (957), p. 380- 
381: 

1) Nidanasamyukta, p. 198-204. The scene takes place in Rajagrha; the sutra does not have a title, but here 
the Traite designates it under the name of Sariputrasimhanadasutra “Sutra of the Lion’s Roar of Sariputra”. 

2) Samyuktagama, sutra 345, T 99, k. 14, p. 95bl0-95cl6. This is the Chinese version of the preceding. 

3) Samyutta, II, p. 47-50. Sutta taking place at Savatthi and entitled Bhutam in the same text (Samyutta, II, p. 
47,1. 8), Bhutam idam in the Uddanas (ibid., p. 67,1. 29). 

4) Samyutta, II, p. 54-56, sections III and IV of the Kaldrasulla located at Savatthi. 

- The Sanskrit-Chinese and Pali versions show many divergences. C. Tripathi has mentioned and discussed 
them in his remarkable edition of the Nidanasamyukta, p. 198-204. 

44 Nidanasamyutta, p. 198-203: 

Tatra bhagavcin dyusmantam sariputram dmantrayati / uktam idam sariputra maya parayanesv ajitaprasnesu 

/ 

ye ca sahkhydtadharmdni 

ye ca saiksdh prthagvidhdh / 

tescim me nipakasyeryam 

prstah prabruhi marisa // 

ke sariputra saiksdh ke ca sahkhydtadharmdni / 

Evam ukta dyusmdh sariputras tusni / dvir api trir api bhagavan dyusmantam sariputra, idam avocat... / dvir 
api trir apy ayusmah sdripitras tusnim abhut / 

Evam etad bhutam [idam] bhadanta ... /yad bhutam tan nirodhadharmam iti viditva nirodhadharmasya bhiksur 
nirvide virdgdya nirodhaya paripanno bhavati / ima ucyante saikshah ... yad bhutam tan nirodhadharmam iti viditva 
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nirodhcidhcirmasya bhiksur nirvide virdgaya nirodhayanupadayasravebhyah suvimuktacitto bhavati / ima ucyante 
sankhyatadhrmaanah / 

Evam etac sariputra /... 

Atha bhagavan utthayasanad viharam prdvisatpratisamlayanaya // 

Transl. - Then the Bhagavat said to the venerable Sariputra: Sariputra, it was said by me, in the Questions of 
Ajita, to the Parayana: “Some have assessed things ( sankhyatadharman ) well; others - and they are diverse - are still 
practicing ( saiksa ). Tell me, O friend, I the Sage am asking you, what is their behavior? Who are those who are still 
practicing and who are those who have assessed things well? 

Thus questioned, Sariputra remained silent. A second and a third time, the Bhagavat asked the same question; 
a second and a third time Sariputra remained silent. 

Then the Bhagavat said to the venerable Sariputra: This arising ... 

- This is how it is, Lord. “This arises”. Knowing that “what arises is destined to perish”, a certain bhiksu is 
directed to disgust, renunciation, cessation of that which is destined to perish: bhiksus [like that] are called saiksa. - 
Knowing that “what has arisen is destined to perish” certain bhiksus, out of disgust, renunciation, cessation of that 
which was destined to perish, have their minds completely liberated from impurities: bhiksus [like that] are called 
sankhy atadharman. 

- That is so, O Sariputra. 

Then the Bhagavat arose from his seat and went back to the vihara to meditate. 

* 

The stanza ye ca sankhyatadharmani occurs in the Ajilamanavapucchd of the Pdrayanavagga of the 
Suttanipata, stanza 1038; it is cited in the Nettippakarana, p. 17, and the Jatakas, IV, p. 266: 

Ye ca samkhatadhammase 
ye ca sekha puthu idha / 
teasm me nipako iriyam 
puttho pabruhi mdrisa // 

It establishes a distinction between the saiksas ‘disciples who are still practicing’ ( siksa silam esam iti 
saiksah, according to Panini, IV, 4, 62) and the sankhy a tadharmans, i.e., the arhats or asaiksas ‘who no longer 
practice’. 

Three times the Buddha questions Sariputra as to how they differ, and three times Sariputra is silent. We are 
reduced to three hypotheses for the reasons for this silence (see those of Buddhaghosa in his Commentary on the 
Samyutta, II, p. 60,1. 16-61,1. 2; W. Geiger, Samyutta-Nikdya, II, p. 69, n.). 

The Buddha prompts his great disciple with two words: Butam idam. Sariputra repeats them and continues: 
Bhutam idam, yad bhutam tan nirodhadharmam “This arises, and what arises is destined to perish.” This is an old 
canonical saying (cf. Majjhima, I, p. 260,1. 9, 14, 20, 25), often fonnulated as follows: Yam kind samudayadhammam 
sabbam tarn nirodhcidhammam “All that is destined to arise is destined to perish” (cf. Vinaya, I, p. 11, 16, 19, 23, 37, 
40, 181,226; II, p. 157, 192; Dlgha, I, p. 110, 148; II, p. 41,43-44; Majjhima, I, p. 380, 501; II, p. 145; III, p. 280; 
Samyutta, IV, p. 47, 192; V, p. 423; Anguttara, IV, p. 186, 210; Udana, p. 49. This saying condenses the doctrine of the 
pratltyasamutpada into a few words. And it is indeed the pratltyasamutpada we are dealing with here, for the difference 
between the saiksas and the sankliyatadharmans (= asaiksas) consists in the fact that the former must still penetrate this 
fundamental truth (dharmata, tathata, dharmadatu, etc.) whereas the latter have so complete an understanding of it that 
their impurities (asrava) have been destroyed and their task is fulfilled. 
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Then Sariputra rejoined the bhiksus and said to them: As long as the Buddha did not give me his approval 
(i abhanumodana), I <2194> did not reply. But now, for seven days and seven nights without stopping, I 
myself would be able to furnish him with explanations on that subject. 45 

Then a certain bhiksu said to the Buddha: After the Buddha had returned to the vihara to meditate, 
Sariputra uttered the lion’s roar and boasted. The Buddha said to the bhiksu: What Sariputra said is true and 
not false. Why? Because Sariputra has penetrated well the dharmadhatu ( tathd hi sariputrasya bhiksor 
dharmadhatuh suptratividdhah). 46 <2195> 


This is what Sariputra has just explained here, and the Buddha congratulates him for his answer. 

45 Nidanasamyukta, p. 202-203: Athhayusman Sariputro ‘ciraprakarantam bhagavantam vidih’d bhiksun dmantrayati / 
apratisamviditam mam ayusmanto bhagavan etam prathamam prasnam prstavan / tasya me ‘bhud apurvam 
dhandhayitatvam /yatas ca me bhagavdms tat prathamam prasnavyakaranam abhyanumoditavdn tasya me etad 
abhavat / sacet kevdlikdm rdtrim bhagavan etam evartham anyaih padair any air vyahjanaih prasnam prcchet 
kevalikam apy aham rdtrim bhagavata etam evartham padair anyair vyahjanaih prasnam prsto vyakuryam / saced 
ekam divasam/ ekam ratridivasam/ saptdpi ratridivasani Bhagavan mam etam evartham anyaih padair anyair 
vyahjanaih prasnam prsto vyakudivasani bhagavata etam evartham anyaih padair anyair vyahjanaih prasnam prsto 
vyakuryam / 

Transl. - Then, seeing that the Bhagavat had gone, Sariputra said to the bhiksus: While I did not yet know 
what he meant, O venerable ones, I felt more embarrassed than I have ever felt before. But as soon as the Bhagavat had 
approved of my first answer to his question, I had the following thought: If the Bhagavat questioned me on the same 
subject for a night using different phrases and different words, I would, for this whole night, be able to answer the 
Bhagavat on this same question using different phrases and different words. And it would be the same if the Bhagavat 
questioned me on the same subject for a day, or a night, or even seven days and seven nights. 

46 Nidanasamyukt., p. 203-204: Athanyataro bhiksuryena bhagavdms tenopajagdma / upetya bhagavatpadau sirasa 
vaditvaikdnte ‘sthat / ekantasthitah sa bhiksur bhagavantam idam avocat / ayusmatd bhadanta sariputrena 
udararsabln vag bhasitaikdmsa udgrhitah parisadi samyaksimhanado naditah /apratisam viditam mam ... 

Tathd hi sariputrasya bhiksor dharmadhatuh supratividdhah // 

Transl. - Then a certain bhiksu went to where the Buddha was, and, having gone there, he bowed to the 
Buddha’s feet and stood to one side; standing to one side, he said to the Buddha: Lord, a noble speech, a bull’s speech, 
a categorical statement, was made by Sariputra, and in the assembly he uttered a real lion’s roar, saying: While I was 
ignorant of his meaning..., etc. 

[The Buddha replied]: Truly, the dharmadhatu has been well penetrated by the bhiksu Sariputra. 

* 

The bhiksu who denounced to the Buddha what he belived to be Sariputra’s boasting was named Kalara: cf. 
Samyutta, II, p. 50. 

On the adjective arsabha, see above, p. 1592F, note 1. 

When the canonical sutras say the the dharmadhatu has been well penetrated ( supratividdha ) by the Buddha 
or by Sariputra (cf. DIgha, II, p. 8,1. 13-14; p. 53,1. 13-14; Majjhima, I, p. 396,1. 10; Samyutta, II, p. 56,1. 4), they 
have in mind the Hmayana dhannata, namely the pratltyasamutpada (cf. Samyutta, II, p. 25,1. 17 foil.). For the 
Mahayana, the dharmadhatu is the true nature of dharmas (dhannata) which has, as sole nature, the absence of nature. 
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In the sravaka system, the nature of production and cessation ( utpddanirodhalaksana ) of all dharmas is 
considered to be tathata, whereas in reality it is necessary to eliminate all views ( darsana ) in order to 
discover the true nature of dharmas (, bhutalaksana or dharmata). In the passage cited here it was a question 
of the dharmadhatu. [298b] 

Question. - In the passages [of the Bhiksusutra and the Sdriputrasimhanadasutra which you have just 
cited], it speaks only of tathata and dharmadhatu. Where then is it a question of bhutakoti? 

Answer. - As there were reasons to mention these two things, [namely, the tathata and the dharmadhatu], 
these two sutras cited here spoke of them. 47 But since there was no reason to mention the bhutakoti, they 
did not speak of it. 

Question. - But the bhutakoti is nirvana, and it is with nirvana in mind that the Buddha preached the holy 
twelve-membered texts ( dvddasdhgadharmapravacana ). Why then do you claim that there was no reason 
to speak [about the bhutakoti]? 

Answer. - There are all kinds of names ( ndndvidha namari) to designate nirvana: sometimes it is called 
detachment (virago), sometimes perfection ( pranita ), sometimes deliverance (: nihsarana ). These 
synonyms serve to designate the bhutakoti. If [the sutras cited here] did not use the latter term, we say it is 
because there was no reason to do so. 


IV. SUPPLEMENTARY EXPLANATIONS 


1) Let us return to the sarvadharmandm tathata“ the manner of being of all dharmas”. At the moment when 
dharmas are not yet arisen ( ajdta ) and at the moment of their arising (jdtisamaye ) dharmas are ‘thus’ 
(tathd). Once arisen, whether they are past (atita) or present (pratyutpanna ), they are are also ‘thus’ (tathd). 
This sameness of dharmas throughout the three times is called tathata. 

Question. - Dharmas not yet arisen (ajdta) do not <2196> have birth ( jdtidhanna ); when present 
(pratyutpanna ), they have this dharma of birth and are capable of functioning, for present dharmas have a 
nature of activity (karitralaksana); the recalling of past dharmas (atitvastusmarana) is called the past 
(atita). The three times, each of which is different, cannot be truly identical (sama). Why then do you claim 
that the tathata is the identity of the three times (tryadhvasamata)! 

Answer. - In the true nature of dharmas (bhutalaksana or dharmata), the three times are identical and not 
different. 


Where the sravakas speak of dependent origination (pratityasamutpada ), the bodhisattvas speak of non-production 
( anutpada ): see above, p. 35IF. 

47 The punctuation of the TaishB should be corrected; the period should be placed after chouo. 

48 On the synonyms for nirvana, see L. de La Vallee Poussin, Nirvana, p. 150-154. 
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As is said in the Prajnaparamita[sutra] in the Jou p’in chapter (Tathataparivarta): “The past tathata, the 
future tathata, the present tathata and the tathata of the Tathagata are one and the same tathata and are no 
different.” 49 

Moreover, previously (p. 2062F), in the present Louen-yi (Upadesa), 50 I have refuted the arising-dharma 
( utpadadharma ). If there is no arising, the future ( andgata ) and the present ( pratyutpanna ) are also without 
arising. Then how would the three times not be identical? What is more, past time ( atvtddhvan ) is without 
beginning ( anddika ), future time ( andgatddhvan ) is without end ( ananta ) and present time 
( pratyutpannddhvan ) is without duration ( asthitika ). This is why the identity of the three times 
( tryadvasamata) is called the tathata [of dharmas]. 

2) Having cultivated the tathata, the practitioner enters into the immense dharmadhatu. The dharmadhatu is 
nirvana; it is indivisible ( abhedya ) and eludes futile proliferation ( nisprapanca ). The dharmadhatu is the 
fundamental element ( maulabhdga ). Just as in yellow rock (pftapdsdna ) there is gold ore ( suvarnadhatu ), 
just as in white rock {pdndarapdsmana ) there is silver ore ( rajatadhdtu ), so, in all the dharmas of the world, 
there is the ‘nirvana-ore’ ( nirvdnadhatu ). 51 

By their wisdom ( prajnd ), their skillful means ( updya ), their morality (slid) and their meditative 
absorptions ( samddhi ), the Buddhas and the saints ( satpurusa ) ripen (paripdcayanti ) beings and lead 
<2197> (i upanayanti ) them to find this nirvana-dharmadhatu. Beings with shaip faculties ( tfksnendriya ) 
know that all dharmas are dharmadhatu: these beings are like people having the superknowledge of magic 
(rddhydbhijnd) who are able to transform ( parinam -) bricks into gold. Beings of weak faculties 
(mrdvindriya) carefully scrutinize dharmas and finally find the dharmadhatu in them: they are like workers 
in a big foundry who breakup rock and finally find gold. 

Moreover, the waters (udaka) that naturally flow downward end up all together in the ocean, finally all 
becoming of one taste ( ekarasa ), [the taste of salt]. It is the same for dharmas: their general characteristics 
(sdmdnyalaksana) and the specific characteristics ( svalaksana ) all end up in the dharmadhatu and they 
become assimilated into the single nature ( ekalaksana ) [which is none other than the absence of nature: 
alaksana 52 ]: that is the dharmadhatu. 

The thunderbolt ( vajra ) at the top of a mountain ( giryagra ) gradually sinks down to the bottom of the 
diamond level ( vajrcibhumi ) and there, rejoining its own element (pralq-ti or svabhdva), it stops."’ It is the 

49 Pancavimsati, chap. LIV: Tathataparivarta, T 223, k. 16, p. 335cl0-17; T 220, vol. VII, k. 513, p. 619c25-27. - 
Astasahasrika, p. 623: Iti hi Subhutitathata cdtitanagatapratyutpannatathata ca tathagatatathata cadvayam etad 
advaidhikdram / evam sarvadharmatathata ca Subhutitathata cadvayam etad advaidhikaram // 

50 As we have seen above (Vol. Ill, Introduction, p. vii-viiiF and p. 1237F), the Traite presents itself under the name 
Upadesa, in Chinese Louen-yi. 

51 The image developed here leads me [Lamotte] to translate nirvanadhatu as ‘nirvana-ore’, but the meaning is more 
complex; cf. L. de La Vallee Poussin, Nirvana, p. 155, 172. 

52 Seep. 676F, 938F, 1376F, 1382F, 1621F, 1694F, 1703F, 1741F, 935F. 

53 The thunderbolt, cast by the powerful deities, strikes the summit of the mountains, passes through the earth ( prthivi ) 
and rejoins its natural element, the diamond level ( yajrabhumi ) where it dissolves. Traditional cosmology does not 
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same with dharmas: when [298c] one analyzes and explores them wisely, one reaches the very center of the 
tathata and, on leaving this tathata, one enters into the intrinsic nature (prakrti <2198> or svabhdva). The 
tathata without birth from the very beginning (adyanutpanna ) 54 and eliminating all futile proliferation 
(; nispranca ) is called dharmadhatu. 

When the calf ( vatsa ) is tied up, it cries and bawls but, when it has found its mother again, it immediately 
stops crying. It is the same with dharmas: many and diverse, they are dissimilar in being taken ( parigraha ) 
and being rejected ( utsarga ), but as soon as they are gathered into their dharmadhatu, they cease at once: 
there is no way to go beyond that (nasty utkramanasthdnam). That is the dharmadhatu. 

3) Bhutakoti. - As I have said above (p. 2188F), the dharmadhatu is called true ( bhuta ); and the place of 
entry is called the highest point ( koti ). 

* 

Furthermore, taken individually (pmtyekam ), dharmas are ninefold ( nanavidha ): 

1) They have existence ( bhava ). 

2) Each has its own attribution. Thus the eye ( caksus ) and the ear ( srotra ) are equally derived from the 
four great elements ( caturmahdbhautika ), but the eye alone can see whereas the ear does not have the 
power to see. Or again, fire ( tejas ) has heat {usnatva) for attribution, but it cannot moisten. 

3) Each has its own power ( bala ). Thus fire has heat ( usnatva ) for power, and water has moistness 
( drava ) for power. 

4) They each have their own causes ( hetu ). 

5) They each have their own object (dlambana). 

mention this vajrabhumi. According to the Sarvastivadin system (Kosa, III, p. 138-148), very close to the canonical 
sources (DIgha, II, p. 107; Samyutta, II, p. 103), the receptacle world ( bhdjanaloka ) rests on space (akasa) upon which 
are superimposed, in turn, the circle of wind ( vayumandala ) - solid and which cannot be shaken by the thunderbolt - 
the circle of the waters ( apdm mandalam ), the level of gold (kancanamayT bhumi) and finally the earth proper ( prthivi ) 
with its mountains ( parvata ), its continents ( dvipa ) and its outer surroundings, the cakravada. 

The vajrabhumi of which the Traite is speaking here should be placed between the earth proper and the level 
of gold, and it is also on the level of gold that the vajrasana ‘diamond seat’ rests - also called bodhimanda ‘area of 
enlightenment’ - on which all the bodhisattvas sit to realize vajropamasamddhi and thus become arhat and Buddha (cf. 
Kosa, III, p. 145). - For this bodhimanda, see VimalakTrtinirdesa, French transl., p. 199-200 note. 

The Traite establishes close relationships between the bodhimanda and the vajrabhumi in every manner. 
Pancavimsati, p. 82,1. 2-3, states that “thanks to his dharmacaksus, the bodhisattva knows that such and such a 
bodhisattva will sit ( nisatsyate ) on the bodhimanda and such and such a bodhisattva will not”. Commenting on this 
passage, the Traite (T 1509, k. 40, p. 350a 17-19) comments: If the bodhisattva sees that, in the place where such and 
such a bodhisattva is, there is, under the earth (prthivya adhastat), the Vajrabhumi to support this bodhisattva, and if he 
sees the devas, nagas and yaksas holding all kinds of offerings and coming to the bodhimanda, etc., he knows in 
advance that that particular bodhisattva will sit on the bodhimanda. 

Adopting the variant pen wei cheng. 
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6) They each have their own effect (phala ). 

7) They each have their own essence (prakrti ). 

8) They each have their own limits ( paryanta ). 

9) They each have their own opening up ( udghdtana ) and preparations (prayoga ). 

When the dharmas arise, their existence and their other attributes make up nine things in all. 

Knowing that these dharmas each have their existence and their full complement of attributes is the lower 
worldly tathata ( avamtathatd). - Knowing that these nine things finally end up in change ( viparinama ) and 
ruin (pariksaya ) is the middling tathata ( madhyd tathata). - Just as the body that comes from impurities 
(i asuci ), even though it is bathed ( dhauta ) and adorned (alamkrta), finally returns <2199> to impurity, 55 so 
dharmas are neither existent (sat) nor non-existent ( asat ), neither produced (utpanna) nor annihilated 
(niruddha). The absolute purity (atyantasuddhi) that destroys all consideration about the dharmas 
(dharmapanksa) is the higher tathata (agrd tathata). 

Some say: In these nine things, there is a dharma called tathata, just as there is solidity ( khakkhatatva ) in 
earth (prthivi ), moistness (dravatva) in water (ap-), warmth (tejas) in fire, movement (Trana) in wind 
(vdyu), and consciousness ( vijhdna ) in mind ( citta ). Dharmas of this kind are called tathata. 

[Paccayasutta]. 56 - Thus it is said in a sutra: Whether there are Buddhas or there are no Buddhas (utpddcid 
vd tathdgatdndm anutpdddd vd tathdgatdndm), the tathata, dharmata, dharmasthita remain in the world 
eternally, that is to say, the formations have ignorance as condition (yad idam avidydpratyaydh 
samskdrdh): that is the eternal tathata, the primordial Law. 

The dharmadhatu is the essence (prakrti or svabhdva) in the nine things. 

When one takes possession (prdpnoti) of the realization of the fruit (phalasdksdtkdra ), 57 there is bhlitakoti. 

Moreover, the true nature of dharmas (hhutalaksana or dharmata) is eternally stable ( sthita ) and immobile 
(akopya). As a result of their passions, ignorance, etc., ( avidyddiklesa ), beings transform and distort this 
true nature. The Buddha and the saints ( satpurusa ) preach the Dharma to them using all kinds of salvific 
means ( ndndvidhopdya ) and annihilate their passions, ignorance, etc., so well that beings rediscover the 
true nature, primordial and unchanged, that is called tathata. This true nature, in contact with ignorance 
(avidyd), is transformed and becomes impure ( asuddha ); but if one eliminates ignorance, etc., one finds the 

55 Compare the canonical topic mentioned above, p. 1154F, n. 1. 

56 Extract from the PratTtyasutra of the Nidanasamyukta, p. 148 (Tsa a han, T 99, no. 296, k. 12, p. 84bl2-cl0) having 
as correspondent the Paccayasuttanta of the Samyutta, II, p. 25,1. 18-20: 

Utpddcid vd tathdgatdndm anutpadad vd sthita eveyam dharmata dharmasthitaye dhatuh. 

Uppddd vd tathagatanam anuppadd vd tathdgatdnam thita vo sd dhcitu dhammathitatci dhammaniydmatd 
idappaccayatd. 

Sutra already cited, p. 157F as n.; 2087F, n. 4. 

57 The saint does not produce ( notpadayati ) the dharmadhatu (= nirvana); he actualizes it ( sdksatkaroti ); in technical 
tenns, he takes possession (prdpanoti ) of the dhannadhatu. 
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true nature. It is called dharmadhatu, visuddhi, bhutakoti. That is the entry into [299a] the dharmadhatu. 

<2200 


The dharmadhatu is immense (apramana), limitless ( ananta ), extremely subtle ( suksma ) and admirable 
(pramta ). There is no dharma that surpasses the dharmadhatu or that diverges from it. [In its presence], 
mind ( citta ) is fulfilled (drdgdyati) and, without looking for anything else, it actualizes it ( sdksdtkaroti). 
The traveller who, day after day, has gone on without ever stopping, no longer has the idea of starting 
again. It is the same for the yogin established in bhutakoti. Take, for example, an arhat or pratyekabuddha 
who is established in bhutakoti: even if Buddhas as many as the sands of the Ganges 
(gangdnadfvalukopama) were to preach the Dharma to him, he would not progress any further [because he 
has attained his goal]. Moreover, [having actualized nirvana], he is no longer reborn in the threefold world 
( traidhdtuka ). 

As for the bodhisattva entered into the dharmadhatu, it is uncertain whether he knows the bhutakoti. 
Although he has not yet fully perfected (paripr-) the six perfections (pdramitd), he converts beings ( sattvdn 
paripdcayati). If he realized [nirvana] at that time, that would prevent him from [some day] attaining the 
bodhi of the Buddhas. From then on, by the power of his great compassion (mahakaruna) and his exertion 
(viiya), the bodhisattva returns to exercising the practices. 

Moreover, the bodhisattva knows that in the true nature of dharmas ( bhutalaksana or dharmatd) there is no 
eternal ( nitya ) dharma or happy ( sukha ) dharma or personal (atmaka) dharma or real ( bhuta ) dharma. He 
also abandons these considerations of the dharmas (dhannapariksd). The cessation ( nirodha ) of all 
considerations of this kind is precisely the true tathata of dharmas, nirvana, non-production ( anutpdda ), 
non-cessation ( anirodha ), primordial non-arising (ddyanutpannatava ). 58 

Thus, water is cold, but if it brought close to fire, it gets hot; when the fire is extinguished, the heat 
disappears and the water gets cold again as before. Applying considerations of dharmas [to the tathata] is 
like bringing the water close to the fire; suppressing all considerations about dharmas is like extinguishing 
the fire so that the water becomes cold again. That is the tathata, truly and eternally susbsistent. Why is 
that? Because the dharmadhatu is like that. 

Just as there is an empty aspect ( sunyabhaga) in every material dharma ( rupin ), so there is a nature of 
nirvana <2201> called dharmadatu in dharmas. The nature of nirvana is also in the many skillful means 
(updya) used to attain nirvana. At the time when nirvana is realized, tathata and dharmadhatu are bhutakoti. 

Finally, the immense (apmmdnd), limitless (ananta) dharmadhatu, unable to be measured by the mind and 
mental events ( cittacaitta ), is called dharmadhatu. It is so wondrous that it is called bhutakoti. 


Adhipatya 

Third Section MASTERING THE FOUR GREAT ELEMENTS 


88 Adopting the variant pen wei cheng. 
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Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 25, 1. 1-3; 27, 1. 8-18; Satasahasrika, p. 81, 1. 11-82, 1. 6). - Furthermore, 
Sariputra, the bodhisattva-mahasattva who wishes to calculate the number of subtle atoms contained in the 
great earth and mountains of the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu must practice the perfection of wisdom 
(punar aparam Sariputra trisahasramahasahasralokadhatau ye mahdprthiviparvataparamdnas tan 
jndtukamena bodhisattvena mahasattvenaprajndparamitdyam siksitavyam ). 

The bodhisattva-mahasattva must practice the perfection of wisdom if, after having cut a hair into a 
hundred pieces, he wishes, by means of only one of these pieces, to scatter into the air the waters contained 
in the great oceans, the rivers, the pools and the springs of the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu and to do 
that without harming the aquatic species therein (trisdhasramahdsdhasralokadhdtau yo mahasamudresv 
apskandho mahanadTsu nadisu taddgesu palvalesu tain sarvam satadha bhinnayd 
vdldgrakotydbhyutkseptukdmena na ca taddsraydn pranino vihethayitukdmena bodhisattvena 
mahasattvena prajndparamitdyam siksitavyam). 

Suppose that all the fires of the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu were lit at the same time like at the time of 
the great fire at the end of the kalpa. The bodhisattva-mahasattva who wishes to blow them out with a 
single brteath from his mouth must practice the perfection of wisdom ( yavams trisdhasramahdsdhasra 
lokadhdtdv agniskandha ekajvdlibhuto bhavet tad yathdpi ndma kalpodddhe vartamdne, tarn ekena 
mukhavdtena prasamayitukdmena bodhisattvena mahasattvena prajndparamitdyam siksitavyam). 

Suppose that all the great winds of the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu arose to sweep away with their 
breath the entire [299b] trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu and all the Mount Sumeins as if they were all just 
rotting grass. If the bodhisattva-mahasattva wishes to stop the force of these winds <2202> with his finger¬ 
tip so that they do not arise, he must practice the perfection of wisdom ( trisdhasramahdsdhasralokadhdtau 
ye vdtd imam trisdhasramahdsdhasralokadhdtum sameruparvatam vidhvamsayeyus tad yathdpi ndma 
bisamustitdm, tan sai'vdn ekendhgulipai'vdgrena samcchddayitukdmena bodhisattvena mahasattvena 
prajndparamitdyam siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

I. MASTERING THE EARTH ELEMENT 


Question. - Why does the Buddha not praise the qualities ( guna) of the bodhisattva, such as the six 
perfections (satpdramitd), but rather he praises this great power ( mahdbala) [consisting of mastering the 
four elements]? 

Answer. - Beings are of two types: i) those who love the good dharmas ( kusaladharma ); ii) those who love 
the fruits of ripening ( vipdkaphala ) resulting from the good dharmas. For those who love the good dharmas 
the Buddha praises the qualities (guna); for those who love the fruits of ripening resulting from the good 
dharmas he praises great magical power (mahdrddhibala). 
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Moreover, some say that the fame enjoyed by the great elements ( malidbhuta ) is well justified: they are 
infinite (, ananta ), indestructible ( aksaya ) and always present in the world; this is why there is nobody who 
is able to measure their dimensions exactly. People build cities ( nagara ) and palaces ( prasada ), but the 
materials they use are insignificant ( atyalpa ). The earth (prthivi ) itself is very extensive ( yistirna ), it 
supports the ten thousand things and is very solid ( drdha ). This is why the Buddha says here that in order to 
know fully the number of subtle atoms ( paramanu ) contained in the earth (prthivi) and the Mount Sumerus 
of the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu and in order to know the respective part beings hold in regard to 
their actions, it is necessary to practice the perfection of wisdom. 

Question. - The subtle atoms contained in a single stone (pdsdna ) are already difficult to count; what can 
be said of the subtle atomes contained in the earth and mountains of the trisahasramahasmahasralokadhatu? 
It is unbelievable [that they can be counted]. 

Answer. - The sravakas and pratyekabuddhas are unable to know them and, still less, the worldly people 
(prthagjana ), but this number is known by the Buddhas and the great bodhisattvas. <2203> 

[, Saddharmapundarikasutra ]. 5 - Thus it is said in the Fa-houa king (Dharmapundarrkasutra): <2204> 


59 Saddharmapundarika, VII, Pfirvayogaparivarta, p. 156,1. 5-157,1. 8 (compare Kashgar version, p. 26,1. 7-25; Gilgit 
version, p. 74,1. 7-21). -Tcheng fa houa king, transl. Dharmaraksa, T 263, k. 4, p. 88b24-cl0; Miao fa lien houa king, 
transl. Kumarajlva, T 262, k. 3, p. 22a23-b3. 

Tadyathapi nama hhiksavo yavan iha trisahasramahasahasre lokadhatau prthividhdtus tarn kascid eva 
purusah sarvam curnikuryan masimkurydt / atha khalu sa purusas tasmcil lokadhdtor ekam paramdnurajo grhitva 
purvasydm disi lokadhatusahasram atikramya tadekam paramdnuraja upaniksipet / atha sa dvitiyam ca paramanurajo 
grhiva total: parena parataram lokadhatusahasram atikramya dvitiyam paramdnuraja upaniksipet / anena paryayena 
sa purusah sarvavantam prthividhatum upaniksipet purvasydm disi / 

tat kim manyadhve bhiksavah sakyam tesam lokadhatimam anto vdparyanto vd gananayddhigantum / 

ta cihuh /no hidam bhagavan no hidam sugata / 

bhagavan aha/sakyampunar bhiksavas tesam lokadhatimam kenacidganakena ganakamahdmdtrena vd 
ganananaya paryanto ‘dhigantum yesu vopaniksitani tani paramdnurajdmsi yesu vd nopaniksiptani /na tv eva tesam 
kalpakotinayutasatasahasrandm sakyam gananayogena paryanto ‘dhigantum /yavantah kalpds tasya bhagavato 
mahdbhijhajhdndbhibhuvas tathagatasya parinirvrtasyaitavan sa kdlo ‘bhiid evam acintya evam apramanah / tarn 
cdham bhiksavas tathdgatam tavacciram parinirvrtam anena tathdgatajhdnadarsanabaladhdnena yathadya svo vd 
parinirvrtam anusmardmi / 

Transl. - It is, O momks, as if a man reduced the earth element of this trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu to 
powder or dust. Then, let him take a pinch of extremely fine dust in this universe, let him go to a thousand universes in 
the eastern direction and scatter this extremely fine dust there. Next let this man take a second pinch of extremely fine 
dust, go to a thousand universes beyond the first and scatter this second pinch of dust there; let him dispose in this way 
the entirety of this earth element in the eastern direction. 

What do you think, O monks? Is it possible to calculate the total number of universes [thus reached]? 

The monks said: That is not possible, O Bhagavat; that is not possible, O Sugata. 

The Bhagavat continued: On the contrary, O monks, it is possible that a great mathematician, a great master 
of arithmetic, could calculate the total number of these universes, as many as those where the extremely fine dust was 
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[Addressing the bhiksus, the Buddha said to them:] “It is as if a man reduced to dust ( curnikuryat ) the earth 
and mountains of the present trisahasramahasahasralokdhatu, then, [taking a pinch of this dust], he crossed 
over a thousand universes of the eastern direction and there set down this dust; next, [taking a second pinch 
of dust] he crossed over a thousand universes [beyond the first thousand] and there set down [the second 
pinch of dust]; finally in the same way, he used up all the dust of the present 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu.” 

Then the Buddha asked the bhiksus: “Is it possible to know by calculation ( ganana) the number of pinches 
of dust and the universes?” 

The bhiksus answered: “It is impossible.” 

The Buddha replied: “On the contrary, it is possible to attain [by calculation] the total number ( sakyam 
gananayd paryanto ‘dhigantum ) of these universes, as well as those in which the dust was not put. As for 
the number of kalpas that have elapsed since the buddha Ta-t’ong-houei (Mahabhijnajnanabhibhu) 
appeared in the world, it is like the fine dust contained in universes as numerous as the sands of 
innumerable Ganges ( apramanaganganadivalukopama ).” 

And the Buddhas and the great bodhisattvas, however, know it all; all the more reason when it is only a 
matter of universes as numerous as the sands of one single Ganges. 


disposed, as many as those where it was not disposed. On the contrary, it is not possible, by calculation, to reach the 
total number of hundreds of thousands of kotinayutas of kalpas that have elapsed since the Bhagavat 
Mahabhijnajnanabhibhu entered into complete nirvana, so great, so inconceivable, so immense is the time [separating 
us from it]. And moreover, O monks, I myself, by using the power of knowledge and vision of a tathagata, remember 
this tathagata Mahabhijnajnanabhibhu, who entered complete nirvana so long ago, as though his parinirvana had taken 
place yesterday or today. 

- This passage of the Lotus has been translated twice by Kumarajlva, once in his Chinese version of the 
Traite (T 1509, k. 32, p. 299b 17-24) finished at Siao-yao-yuan at Tch’ang-ngan on the 27 th day of the 7 th year of the 
hong-che period, i.e., February 1, 406 (see above, Vol. Ill, Introduction, p. XLV); a second time in his Chinese version 
of the Saddharmapundarika T 262, k. 3, p. 22a23-b3) finished a few months later at Ta-sseu at Tch’ang-ngan during the 
summer of the 8 th year of the hong-che period, also 406 (cf. Tch’ou,T 2145, k. 2, p. 10cl9; K’ai-yuan, T 2154, k. 4, p. 

512b23-24). The second translation is more literal than the first and, for this passage at least, it does not seem that 
Kumarajlva was inspired by the translation of the Lotus (T 263, k. 4, p. 88b24-cl0) made previously by Dhannaraksa 
who had begun the 10 th day of the 8 th month of the 7 th year of the t’ai-k’ang period, i.e., September 15, 286 (cf. K’ai- 
yuan, T 2145, k. 2, p. 494al5). 

According to Japanese research, the Lotus sutra cited in the Traite seems to have been a version in the middle 
of Kumarajlva’s original and Dhannaraksa’s original: see H. Nakamura, A Survey of Mahayana Buddhism with 
bibliographical notes , Part I, Jour, of Intercultural Studies, 3 (1976), p. 97. It would be interesting to know which 
Sanskrit version - the version from Nepal, Kashgar or Gilgit - it most closely resembles. 
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Furthermore, speaking of ‘immense’ ( apramdna ) things is to conform to the human point of view. Thus it 
is said that the waters of the great ocean are immense when they have the depth of eighty thousand 
yojanas, 60 and Lo heou (Rahu), king of the Asuras, has no problem in measuring it. 61 

Question. - How does one obtain such a science [of measuring] by practicing the Prajnaparamita? 

Answer. - There are men who, by practicing the Prajnaparamita, <2205> destroy the conflicting emotions 
( klesa ), wrong views ( mithyddrsti ), futile chatter [299c] (prapahca ), and penetrate into the very profound 
dhydnas and absorptions ( samdpatti ) of the bodhisattvas. By the purity and extent of their memory ( smrti ) 
and their knowledge ( jnana ), they are able to distinguish the subtle atoms ( paramdnu ) of all the substances 
( rupa ) and know their number. 

Moreover, the Buddhas and the great bodhisattvas who have obtained the unhindered liberations 
(andvaranavimoksa) do not consider calculations higher than that to be difficult ( krcchra ) and, still less, 
that calculation. 

Moreover, there are people for whom the solidity ( drdhatva ) of the earth (prthivi ) and the absence of shape 
(samsthdna) of the mind ( citta ) are wrong. This is why the Buddha has said that the power of the mind 
(cittabala) is great. 

By cultivating the Prajnaparamita, this great earth (mahaprthivi) is reduced to its subtle atoms (paramdnu ). 
Because the earth element possesses color (rupa), odor (gandha), taste (rasa) and touch (sprastavya), it is 
heavy (guru) and does not have activity (kriyd) on its own. - Because the water (ap-) element has no taste 
(rasa), it is superior to earth by means of its movement (calana). - Because the fire (tejas) element has 
neither odor (gandha) nor taste (rasa), it is superior to water in its power (prabhdva). - Because the wind 
(vdyu) element is neither visible (rupa) nor has it any taste (rasa) or touch (sprastavya), it is superior to fire 
by means of its movement (frana). - The mind (citta) which has none of these four things [color, taste, 
smell and touch] has a still greater power. 62 <2206> 


60 Kosa, III, p. 143. 

61 Seep. 2091F. 

62 According to the Pancavastuka, ed. J. Imanishi, p. 6-7, reproduced at the beginning of the Prakaranapada (T 1541, k. 
1, p. 627a; T 1542, k. 1, p. 692b), matter (rupa) is the four great elements (mahdbhuta) and the material derived from 
the four great elements (mahdbhutany updddyarupa). 

The four great elements are the elements (dhdtu) earth (prthivi i), water (ap-), fire (tejas) and wind (vdyu). 
Derived matter, also called bhautika rupa, is: 

i) the five derived organic materials, namely: the organs (indriya) of the eye (caksus), ear (srotra), nose 
(ghrana ), tongue (jihva) and body (kayo). 

ii) the five inorganic derived materials, namely, color (rupa), sound (sabda), odor (gandha ), taste (rasa), part 
of touch (sprastavyaikadesa) and non-information (avijnapti). 

The Traite adds here that, taken in abstracto and individually, the four great elements do not support the 
same number of inorganic derived materials: earth (prthivi ij supports color, odor, taste and touch (cf. Kosa, IX, p. 288); 
water (ap-) has no taste; fire (tejas) has no odor or taste; wind (vayu) has no color, no taste and no touch. 
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But when the mind abounds in afflictive emotions ( klesa ), in fetters ( samyojana ) and bonds (bandhana), its 
power is very small ( atyalpa ). Impure but good minds ( sdsravakusalacitta ) have no afflictive emotions; 
however, since they still grasp characteristics ( nimittdny udgrhnanti ), their power is small ( alpa ) also. In 
adepts of the two Vehicles, [sravaka and pratyekabuddha], pure minds no longer grasp characteristics and, 
nevertheless, since the wisdom of these adepts is limited, as soon as they leave the pure Path 
(i anasravamarga ), their six organs (sadindriya) [begin again] to imagine and to grasp the characteristics of 
dharmas ( dharmanimitta ), and this is why they do not exhaust all the power of mind (cittabald). By 
contrast, in the Buddhas and great bodhisattvas, wisdom is immense (, apramana ), unlimited (, ananta ), 
always deep in the dhydnas and the meditative absorptions ( samdpatti ). There is no difference between 
samsara and nirvana. The True nature of dharmas (bhutalaksana or dharmatd) is true ( bhuta ) and 
undifferentiated (, abhinna ). Taken by itself, knowledge (jnana ) is both good and bad, but, in those who 
cultivate the Prajnaparamita, it is absolutely pure ( atyantavisuddha ) and free of obstacles ( apratigha ). In 
one moment they can count the subtle atoms ( paramanu ) contained in the great earth and the mountains of 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatus as numerous in each of the ten directions ( dasasu diksu ) as the sands of 
all the Ganges (, sarvaganganadivalukopama ), and all the more so, those contained in each of the ten 
directions in universes as many as the sands of a single Ganges. 

Finally, although outside of the Prajnaparamita one is able to conquer the superknowledge of magic 
(rddhyabhijnd), the latter will never equal the [mathematical] knowledge of which 1 have just spoken. This 
is why the Prajnaparamita says that in order to obtain this great power of magic (; maharddhibala ), it is 
necessary to practice the perfection of wisdom. <2207> 


II. MASTERING THE WATER ELEMENT 


Some say that water (ap-) is the greatest of all substances. Why? Because at the zenith ( urdhvam ), at the 
nadir (, adhas ) and at the four cardinal points (dis) of the great earth (. mahaprthivi ), there is no place where 
there is no water. If the Lokapala gods did not moderate the rain ( varsa ) of the heavenly nagas and if there 


A great element is the more subtle and the more powerful the smaller the number of derived substances it 
supports: the wind, which supports only odor, is the strongest of the four great elements. 

But all of this is theoretical, for the great elements never appear in the fonn of isolated subtle atom 
(paramanu ) but in the fonn of conglomerates of atoms ( samghataparamanu ) or, if one wishes, molecules. The 
molecule into which sound does not enter, into which no organ enters, involves eight substances ( astadravycikci) at 
least, namely: the four great elements ( catvdri mahabhutani) and four derived substances ( catvdry upddayarupdni): 
color, odor, taste and touch (cf. Kosa, II, p. 144-145). 

The mind ( citta ), which is non-material (arupin) and has no derived substance to support, is infinitely more 
subtle (suksma) than the most subtle of the four great elements. That is why the Buddha said that its power is very 
great. 
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were no jewel ( mani ) to disperse the waters, 6 ’ heaven and earth would collapse. Furthermore, it is as a 
result of the waters that the classes of animate ( sattva ) and inanimate ( asattva ) beings in the world take 
birth (jdti) and grow ( vrddhi ). That is why we can know that water is very great. This is why the Buddha 
says here that the bodhisattva who wishes to know the number of drops of water ( bindu ) and to disperse 
them drop by drop so that they have no more power, must practice the perfection of wisdom. 


III. MASTERING THE FIRE ELEMENT 


Some say that the fire element ( tejas ) is the greatest. Why? Because it has [300a] no odor ( gandha ) or taste 
(rasa) and because if water greatly overflows its banks, fire can destroy it. The power of fire is so great that 
it can burn the ten thousand things and illuminate all the shadows ( andhakdra ). From that, we know that 
fire is very great. This is why the Buddha says here that the bodhisattva who wishes to extinguish the great 
fire by his breath (mukhavata) should practice the perfection of wisdom. 

Question. - But it is thanks to the wind (vdta) that fire is finally kindled (jvalibhavati ); how then do [wind 
and fire] mutually destroy each other? 

Answer. - Although they are mutual causes, they destroy each other in time. 

Question. - So be it. But fire is immense ( apramdna ), whereas <2208> the bodhisattva’s breath 
(mukhavata) is very small (atyalpa); how can it destroy fire? 

Answer. - Thanks to his dhyanas and absorptions (samdpatti), the bodhisattva who is cultivating the 
Prajnaparamita attains a magical superknowledge (rddhyabhijnd) thanks to which he can change (parinam- 
) his body and make it bigger. The breath from his mouth (mukhavata) equally increases and can extinguish 
the fire. 

Moreover, thanks to magical power (rddhibala), a small wind is able to destroy, just as a small thunderbolt 
(vajra) is able to break up a big mountain. This is why, in view of this magical power, gods and men all 
submit. 

Furthermore, because fire devastates vast spaces, the bodhisattva has compassion (anukampate) for beings 
and destroys the fire by his magical power. 


63 The jewel for dispersing the waters, siao chouei tchou, is different from the jewel for purifying water ts ’ing chouei 
tchou (in Sanskrit, udakaprasadakamani) which the Traite will mention later (T 1509, k. 36, p. 325c21): “It is like the 
clear water of a pool: when a mad elephant enters it, it turns into a quagmire; but if the jewel for purifying water enters 
into it, the water becomes pure.” For the latter, see also Suvikrantavikrlpariprccha, T 231, k. 6, p. 717b 19; 
Satyasiddhisastra, T 1646, k. 4, p. 266a5; Milindapanha, p. 35,1. 8 (udakappasadako mani) and its Chinese versions: T 
1670A, k. 1, p. 697b5; T 1670B, k. 1, p. 707c4; P. Dcmieville, Les versions chinoises du Milindapanha , BEFEO, 
XXIV (1924), p. 105, n. 4; Visuddhimagga, ed. H. C, Warren, p. 393,1. 6. 
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Finally, establishing a trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu is very difficult, but by his merits {punya) and his 
wisdom ( prajna ), the bodhisattva is able to govern it. 


IV. MASTERING THE WIND ELEMENT 


Some say that, of the four great elements ( mahabhuta ), the power of the wind ( vdyu ) is the greatest. Having 
neither form ( rupa ) nor odor ( gandha ) nor taste {rasa), its mobility (frand) is very great. Just as space 
(dkdsa) is infinite, so wind too is infinite. The success or failure of giving birth depends on wind. 64 The 
power {prabhdva ) of the great winds shakes the mountains of the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu. This is 
why the Buddha says here that the bodhisattva who wishes to stop the force of the winds with one finger 
should practice the perfection of wisdom. Why? Because the true nature (dharmata) of the Prajnaparamita 
is immense ( apramdna ) and infinite {ananta), it can make the finger have such strength. <2209> 


Akasadhatuspharana 

Fourth Section FILLING ALL OF SPACE 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 28, 1. 1-2; Satasahasrika, 82, 1. 6-9). - Furthermore, Sariputra, the bodhisattva- 
mahasattva should practice the perfection of wisdom if he wants, by means of one single paryanka (by 
sitting cross-legged), to fill the entire space element in the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu {Punar aparam 
Sariputra yas trisahasramahasahasre lokadhdtdv dkdsadhdtus tam sarvam ekena paiyankena 
spharitukdmena bodhisattvena mahasattvena prajndparamitdyam siksitavyam). 


Sdstra. - 

Question. - Why does the bodhisattva sit cross-legged (paryankam dbhujya nisfdati) in this way? 65 

Answer. - Brahma Devaraja, who rules the trisaharalokadhatu, had some wrong ideas {mithyadrsti) and 
considered himself to be great. But when he saw the Bodhisattva, sitting cross-legged and filling space, his 
proud thoughts ( mdnacittaf 6 vanished. 

64 Cf. Kosabhasya, p. 130,1. 6-8: Tasya khalu kdldnatarena paripdkaprdptasya garbhasalyasydbhyantardt matuh 
kuksau karmavipdkaja vayavo vantiye tam garbhasalyam samparivarttya matuh kayavaksaradvarabhimukham 
avasthdpayanti / sa krurapurisapinda ivatimdtram sthandt pracyuto duhkham samparivarttyate /- Later, when the 
embryo, this thorn, has come to maturity inside the womb, there arise the winds arisen from the maturation of actions, 
which turn the embryo and push it towards the gate of impurity of the mother’s body. This embryo, removed from its 
place, such a mass of bloody excrement, is painfully handled. 

65 For the paryanka and the benefits of this position, see above, p. 432-433F. 

66 Brahma Devaraja’s pride has already been mentioned above, p. 561-562F, 2079F, n. 2. 
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Moreover, by his skillful means ( upayakausalya) coming from this magical superknowledge ( eko ‘pi 
bhutvd bahudhd bhavati), being many, he becomes one ( bahudhdpi bhutvaiko bhavati), being small he 
becomes large, being large he becomes small and, if he wants to manifest extraordinary things (ascarya), 
he is able to sit and fill all of space (dkdsd). 

Finally, it is in order to prevent the asuras and the nagarajas from tormenting beings that the Bodhisattva 
sits and fills space, thus assuring the safety of beings ( sattvaksema ). 

[Nandopanandanagarajadamanasutra]. 67 - Thus, when the nagarajas Nan-t’o (Nanda) and P’o-nan-t’o 
(Upananda), the older and the younger, wanted to destroy the city of SravastT, they rained down weapons 
(ayudha) and poisonous [300b] snakes (dsivisa), but Mou-lien (Maudgalyayana), at that time properly 
seated, filled space and changed the offensive weapons into perfumed flowers and necklaces (hard). 

This is why the Prajnaparamita says here that the bodhisattva-mahasattva should practice the perfection of 
wisdom if, by means of a single paryanka, he wants to fill all the space in the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu. <2210> 


Ekapindapata 

Fifth Section CASTING THE MOUNT SUMERUS FAR AWAY 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 28, 1. 2-5; Satasahasrika, p. 82, 1. 9-12). - Furthermore, the bodhisattva- 
mahasattva should practice the perfection of wisdom if he wants, by means of a single hair, having raised 
up all the Sumerus, king of the mountains, in the trisahasramahasasralokadhatu, to cast them beyond 
innumerable and incalculable universes, without harming the beings in them (Punar aparam 
trisdhasramahdsdhasralokadhdtau ye sumeruparvatarajas tan sarvan ekena vdlendbhyutksipyaprameyan 
asamkhyeyan lokadhbtun samtikramya praksipeyam na tu sattvdn vihethayeyam iti bodhisattvena 
mahasattvena prajiidpdramitdydm siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

Question. - Flow can the bodhisattva raise the Mount Sumerus and the mountains and cast them far away 
beyond the innumerable universes of the other directions? 

Answer. - Fie has no need of a lever, and this emphasizes the power of the bodhisattva who is able to lift up 
the mountains. 

Moreover, when the Buddha is going to preach the Dharma, the bodhisattvas first adorn the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu and remove the mountains so that the ground is leveled out ( sama ). 


For this sutra, see p. 189F, n. 3; 1359F, n. 3. 
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\Saddharmapundarikasutra\ m - See what was said in the Fa-houa king (DharmapundarTkasutra ): “When 
the buddha [Sakyamuni] <2211> was about to join the emanated buddhas ( nirmita buddhd), he first leveled 
out the ground and also, wanting to manifest extraordinary things ( adbhuta ), he made it so that beings 
could see them.” 

How is that? Each Mount Sumera has a height of 84,000 yojanas. 69 To raise up one single Sumeru is 
already extraordinary ( adhbhuta); to say nothing about [when the Bodhisattva raises] the hundred kotis 70 of 
Sumems in the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu; to say nothing about raising with a single hair ( ekena 
vdldgrena) the hundred kotis of Sumems in the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu and casting them out 
beyond innumerable ( aprameya ) and incalculable ( asamkhyeya ) universes. The beings who see this 
extraordinary exploit of the bodhisattva all produce the mind of supreme complete enlightenment 
(, anuttarasamyak-sambodhicitta ) and have the following thought: “If this bodhisattva who has not yet 
attained the bodhi of the Buddhas possesses such magical power (rddhibald), what will it be when he 
becomes Buddha?” 

That is why the Prajnaparamitasutra spoke thus. 


68 Saddharmapund., chap. XI. - While the Buddha Sakyamuni was preaching the Lotus in the Saha universe, a stupa 
appeared in the sky; in this stupa was enclosed the body of the tathagata Prabhutaratna. In order to pay homage to him, 
Sakyamuni miraculously created from his own body a large number of forms of the Tathagata which, in the ten 
directions of space, each in the different Buddha fields, taught the Dhanna to beings. All these Tathagatas decided to go 
to the Saha universe in the presence of the Buddha Sakyamuni to see and venerate the stupa of Prabhutaratna. There 
appeared with them in the Saha universe twenty hundreds of thousands of myriads of kotis of Buddha fields, 
marvelously decorated, without villages, without cities and without mountains. 

Then, continues the Saddharmapundarlka (p. 245-246): Atha khalu puncir bhagavah sakyamunis tathagato 
‘rhan samyaksambuddhas tesdm tathdgatavigrahdndm dgantdndm avakasam nirmimite sma / ... tani ca sarvani 
bahubuddhaksetrany ekam eva prthivipradesam parisamsthdpaydm asa samam ramaniyam saptaratnamayais ca 
vrksais citritam. - Then the blessed Tathagata Sakyamuni, arhat, completely and fully enlightened, created a space to 
contain these tathagata-forms that had just arrived ... All these numerous Buddha fields Sakyamuni established as a 
single Buddha land, flat, pleasant, embellished with trees made of the seven jewels. 

According to the Traite, the intention of the leveling of the ground and the disappearance of the mountains 
“carried to other universes” was to render the miracle visible to the eyes of all. 

The Traite refers to the same chapter of the Lotus above, p. 417-418F. 

69 Sumeru is 84,000 yojanas in length, 84,000 yojanas in width, plunges into the water to a depth of 84,000 yojanas 
and emerges from the water to a height of 84,000 yojanas. 

Ahguttara, IV, p. 100: Sinerupabbatardja caturdsitiyojanasahassdni aydmena caturdsitiyojanasahassdni 
vithdrena caturdsitiyojanasahassdni mahasamudde ajjhogdlho caturdsitiyojanasahassdni mahdsamudda accuggato. 

See also AtthasalinI, p. 298,1. 13-14; Kosa, III, p. 143. 

70 A hundred kotis, i.e., a billion, koti here being equal to 10,000,000 (cf. Kosa, III, p. 189,1. 34). See above, p. 448F 
and n. The universe of four continents contains only one Sumeru, but in a trisahasramahasahasra, this number is 1000 
carried to the third power, i.e., a billion. 
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Sixth Section HONORING ALL THE BUDDHAS BY MEANS OF A 
SINGLE OFFERING 


Sutra (cf. Pancvimsati, p. 28, 1. 11-15; Satasahastika, p. 82, 1. 16-85, 1. 10). - The bodhisattva-mahasattva 
must practice the perfection of wisdom if he wishes, by means of one and the same morsel of food, to 
satisfy all the Buddhas and their disciples present in each of the ten directions in universes as numerous as 
the sands of the Ganges. The bodhisattva-mahasattva must practice the perfection of wisdom if he wishes, 
by means of one and the same object (garment, flower, perfume, necklace, powder, unguent, incense, lamp, 
banner, parasol, etc.) to honor all the Buddhas and their disciples ( Ydvanto dasasu diksu 
gahgdnadivdlukopamesu lokadhdtusu buddhd bhagavantah sasravakasamghas tan sarvan ekend 
pindapdtena pratipddayitukdmena bodhisattvena <2112> mahasattvena prajndpdramitdydm siksitavyam. 
Ydvanto buddhd bhagantah sasravakasamghas tan sai'vdn 

ekavastrapuspagandhahdracurnavilepanadhupadipadhvajapatdkacchattrena pujayitukamena 

bodhisattvena mahasattvena prajndpdramitdydm siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

Question. - To offer one and the same morsel of food ( ekapindapdta ) to a single Buddha and his monks is 
already difficult ( duskara); to say nothing of the bodhisattva offering this morsel to Buddhas and their 
samghas in each of the ten directions, as numerous as the sands of the Ganges? 71 

Answer. - The merit of the offering (pujdpunya ) resides in the intention ( citta ) and not in the thing offered. 
It is with a great intention that the bodhisattva offers this single morsel to all the Buddhas and all their 
samghas of the ten [300c] directions. Whether they are far (dure) or near (sdntike) is unimportant. This is 
why all the Buddhas see (pasyanti ) this offering and accept it ( pratighrnanti ). 

Question. - All these Buddhas have omniscience ( sarvajiidna ) and consequently see the offering and accept 
it; but the monks themselves do not have omniscience; how could they see it and accept it? 

Answer. - The monks neither see it nor know it, and yet the donor ( ddyaka ) of the offering gains merit 
(punya). Thus, when a man sends a messenger to carry an offering to another, even if this other person does 
not receive it, the man gains the offering of the gift. Also, in the concentration of loving-kindness 
(maitnsamddhi), even though nothing is given to the beings [who are the object], 72 the yogin [who is 
practicing it] gains an immense merit. 

Furthermore, the bodhisattvas are endowed with immense and unchanging qualities 
(apramdndksaragunasampanna); when they offer a single morsel (pindapdta ) to all the Buddhas and their 
samghas of the ten directions, the latter are satisfied and yet the morsel is not used up, like a plentiful 

71 In other words, to satisfy one Buddha and his samgha by a single ball of rice is already difficult. It is still more 
difficult to satisfy, with this single morsel, an incalculable number of Buddhas and samghas. 

72 See above, p. 1240F. 
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( udbhida ) spring the output of which does not dry up. 73 <2213> Thus, when Manjusri offered a bowl of 
little cakes ( modaka ) to 84,000 monks, all of them were satisfied but the cakes were not used up. 

Moreover, here the bodhisattva offers only one single bowl of food to all the Buddhas of the ten directions 
and, after having eaten it, the Buddhas are satisfied and go away. In contrast, the pretas, although each of 
them receives a mouthful of food, come back thousands of myriads of times [to get more]. 

Finally, the bodhisattva who cultivates the Prajnaparamita acquires immense gates of dhyanas and 
absorptions ( apramdnadhydnasamdpattimukha ), immense gates of wisdom and skillful means 
(i apramdnaprajnopayamukha ): that is why there is nothing he is unable to do. Since the Prajnaparamita 
encounters no obstacle (, anavarana ), the mind ( citta ) and activity ( kriyd) of the bodhisattva as well 
encounter no obstacles. This bodhisattva is able to honor the Buddhas and their samghas as numerous in 
each of the ten directions as the sands of a thousand myriads of Ganges; a fortiori , he is able to honor those 
of a single Ganges. 

It is the same [when the bodhisattva wants to honor all the Buddhas and their samghas by offering them 
only a single thing]: a garment (vastra), flower (puspa ), perfume ( gandha ), necklace {hard), powser 
(curna), unguent ( vilepana ), incense ( dhupa ), lamp {dipa), banner ( dhvajapatdka ), parasol ( chattra ), etc. 


Margaphalesu pratisthapanam 

Seventh Section ESTABLISHING ALL BEINGS IN THE FRUITS OF 
THE PATH 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 28, 1. 16-29, 1. 3; Satasahasrika, p. 85, 1. 10-90, 1. 9). - Furthermore, Sariputra, 
the bodhisattva-mahasattva should practice the perfection of wisdom if he wants to establish all beings in 
universes as numerous in each of the ten directions as the sands of the Ganges [in the fruits of the Path]; if 
he wants to establish them: 1) in the [pure] aggregates of morality, concentration, wisdom, deiverance, and 
the knowledge and vision of deliverance; 2) in the fruit of entry into the stream; 3) in the fruit of the once- 
returner; 4) in the fruit of the <2214> non-retmner; 5) in the fruit of the saint, and so on 74 up to 6) in 
nirvana without conditioned residue ( Punar aparam Sariputra dasasu diksu gahganadrvdlukopamesu 
lokesu ye sattvds tan sarvan silasamddhiprajhdvimuktivimuktijhdnadarsanaskandhesu srotadpattiphale 


73 Compare VimalakTrtinirdesa, French transl, p. 326-329 and appendix, p. 430-437. During a holy feast, Vimalaklrti 
satisfied an immense crowd with a bowl of food coming from the Sarvagandhasughandha universe. The whole crowd 
was satisfied and yet the food was not exhausted (sarvavattsa parsat trptd na ca tad bhijanam ksiyate). And so a 
person who was present commented that even if all the beings of innumerable trisahasramahasahasralokadhatus, during 
one kalpa or a hundred kalpas, ate this food and took mouthfuls as big as Sumeru, this food would not diminish. 

The donor’s intention had conferred this power on the food 

74 The rest appear in foil in the Satasahasrika, p. 85,1. 16-86,1. 1: pratyekabodlii, sarvajhata, mdrgdkdrajnata and 
sarvdkarajnata 
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sah’dagamiplmle anagamiphale arhattve yavad anupadhisesanirvanadhatau pratisthapayitukamena 
bodhisattvena mahasattvena prajnaparamitayam siksitavyam). 


Sdstra. — 

1) On the meaning of the five [pure] aggregates, see what has been said above (p. 1349-1358F). 75 

2) The srotaapattiphala, ‘the fruit of entry into the stream’, is of two types: 

a. The Buddha said that by the elimination of three fetters ( traydndm samyojandndm prahdndt ), this fruit of 
the unconditioned (asamkrtaphala) is acquired. And it is said in the Abhidharma that by the elimination of 
eighty-eight perverse tendencies ( anusaya ), the unconditioned fruit of entry into the stream ( asamskrta 
srotaapattiphala ) is acquired. 76 <2215> 

75 See the definitions in the canonical sources, p. 1233F, n. 3. 

7h Definition of the srotaapattiphala according to the canonical sutras in Sanskrit and Pali: 

Sutra cited in Kosavyakhya, p. 492,1. 10-14: Trim casya samyojandniprahinani bhavantiparijndtani 
tadyathd satkdyadrstih silavrataparamarsa vicikitsa ca / sa esam traydndm samyojandndm prahdndt srotadpanno 
bhavaty avinipatadharma sambodhiparayanah saptakrdbhavaparamah saptakrtvo devams ca manusydms ca samsrtya 
samdhavya duhkhasyantam karisyati. - In the srotaapanna, three fetters are eliminated and recognized: belief in the 
self, unjustified esteem for rituals and vows and doubt. By means of the destruction of these three fetters, he is 
‘srotaapanna ‘entered into the stream’, incapable of falling back into a bad destiny, on the way to enlightenment: for 
him there is rebirth a maximum of seven times; having transmigrated, having passed seven times among gods and men, 
he will realize the end of suffering. - Compare Mahavibhasa, T 1545, k. 46, p. 237c26-29. 

The phrasing is shorter in the Pali suttas (DIgha, I, p. 156; II, p. 92, 200, 252; III, p. 107, 132; Majjhima, I, p. 
34, 226; III, p. 81; Samyutta, V, p. 357, 379; Anguttara, I, p. 231-232: II, p. 88-89, 238): Idha bhikkhu tinnam 
samyojandnam parikkhaya sotdpanno hoti avinipatadhammo niyato sambodhipctrdyano. 

The Sarvastivadin scholasticism (Satpadabhidhanna, Mahavibhasa, Kosa, etc.) proposes a more elaborate 
definition of the srotaapattiphala: it establishes a difference between the conditioned ( samskrta ) and the unconditioned 
(asamskrta) fruits and, aside from the elimination of the three fetters (samyojana) calls upon the elimination of the 88 
perverse tendencies (anusaya). This is the definition which the Traite summarizes here, referring to the Abhidharma. 

Dharmaskandha, T 1537, k. 3, p. 464cl7-26: At that time the Bhagavat was dwelling at SravastI in the 
Jetavana, in the garden of Anathapindada. He said to the assembly of monks: There are four fruits of the religious life 
(sramanyaphala): srotaapattiphala, sakrdagamiphala, anagamiphala and arhattvaphala. Briefly, there are two kinds of 
srotaapattiphala: samskrta and asamskrta. The samskrta srotaapattiphala is in the possession (prdpti) of this fruit and 
the grasping of this possession. The (six) indriyas and the (six) balas of the saiksa, ‘the ascetic who is still practicing’, 
the sUa of the saiksa, the kusalamulas of the saiksa, the eight margahgas of the saiksa, as well as all the saiksadharmas 
of the same class are called samskrta srotaapattiphala. - The definitive elimination of the three samyojanas and the 
definitive destruction of the samyojanadharmas of the same class, namely the definitive destruction of 88 anusayas and 
the definitive destruction of the samyojanadharmas of the same class are called asamskrta srotaapattiphala. 

- We should remember that the three samyojanas in question here are part of the group of five samyojanas 
described as lower (avarabhdga), i.e., of kamadhatu (Kosa, V, p. 84-85). The 88 anusayas are part of a group of 98 
anusayas of which the first 88 are to be abandoned by the seeing of the truths (darsanaheya) and the last ten by 
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b. When they are in the subsequent knowledge concerning [the truth] of the path ( marge ‘nvayajndna), the 
ascetic who has sought [the truth] by means of faith ( sraddhdnusdrin ) and the ascetic who has sought [the 
truth] by means of scripture ( dharmdnusdrin ) have acquired the realization of the fruit of entry into the 
stream ( srotadpattiphalasdksdtkdra ). 77 

The Chinese characters Siu-t’o (srotas) mean ‘stream’, i.e., the noble eightfold Path (drya astdngikamdrga). 
The characters Pan-na (dpanna) means [301a] ‘entry’. To enter into the noble eightfold Path is to enter into 
the stream of nirvana: that is the first vision of the true nature of dharmas ( dhanndndm bhutalaksanam or 
dharmatd). By successfully entering into this part of the immense dharmadhatu, one is classed among the 

78 

aryas. 

3) The characters Si-ki ( sakrt ) mean ‘a single time’; k’ie-mi (dgdmin ) means ‘who comes back’. 7Q The 
ascetic so named, having left this world and taken rebirth among the gods, comes back from there one 
single time [into the world of men] and there finds the end to suffering. 80 <2216> 

4) The characters A-na (an-) mean ‘not’, k’ie-mi (dgdmin ) mean ‘returner’. The ascetic thus named has ‘not 
returning’ as his characteristic. Having died in the desire realm ( kdmadhdtu ), this man is reborn in the form 


meditation ( bhavanaheya ): cf. Prakaranapada, T 1541, k. 3, p. 637al0; T 1542, K. 3, p. 702all; Jnanaprasthana, T 
1544, k. 3, p. 930c20-22; Mahavubhasa, T 1545, k. 46, p. 237c29-238al; Kosa, V, p. 13. 

77 The Darsanamarga comprises sixteen moments of mind: the first is duhkhe dharmajndnaksanti; the sixteenth and 
last is the marge ‘nvayajndna (cf. Histoire du bouddhisme indien, p. 681-682). In the first moment, the sraddhanusarin 
and the dharmanusarin are candidates for the fruit of srotaapanna ( srotadpattiphalapratipannaka ); in the sixteenth, they 
are residents in this fruit (phastha ); cf. Kosa, VI, p. 194-195. 

78 As soon as he enters into the darsanamarga, the ascetic penetrates into the certainty of the acquisition of the supreme 
good ( samyaktvaniyama ); he loses the quality of ordinary person (prthagjana) and takes on that of the saint (drya): cf. 
Kosa, VI, p. 181-182. 

77 Here, in the version of the sutra (T 1509, p. 300c22), sakrdagamin has been transliteratedas sseu-t’o-han (the usual 
transliteration), but the explanations given by the gloss of the Updesa (p. 301a2-3) deal with another transliteration, 
practically unused: si-ki-k’ie-mi. This inconsistency undoubtedly escaped Seng-jouei when, according to the translation 
of the Upadesa, that of the sutra was revised in order make both texts consistent (see Traite, vol. Ill, p. XLVII as note). 
80 Mahaparinirvana, p. 166; Divyavadana, p. 533-534: Traydndm samyojandndm prahdndd ragadvesmohdndm ca 
tanutvat kdlatn krtvci sakrddgdmisakrd imam lokam dgamya duhkhasyantam karisyati - By the complete destruction of 
the three fetters (in the course of the darsanamarga) and by the lessening of desire, hatred and delusion (in the course of 
the bhavanamarga), after his death he becomes a sakrdagamin: having returned only once to this world (the 
kamadhatu), he will realize the end of suffering. 

Pali wording in DIgha, I, p. 156; II, p. 92, 93, 200, 201, 252; III, p. 107, 132; Majjhima, I, p. 34, 226,465; III, 
p. 80; Samyutta, V, p. 357, 378; Anguttara, I p. 232; II, p. 89, 238; IV, p. 380: Puna eaparam bhikkhu tinnam 
samyojananam parikkhaya ragadosamohanam tanuttd sakadagamT hoti, sakid, eva imam lokam agantva dukkhass ’ 
antam karoti. 


1829 




realm ( rupadhatu ) or in the formless realm (arupyadhatu ); there his impurities are destroyed ( ksinasrava) 
and he is no longer reborn (na punarbhavati). 

Question. - But the anagamin who acquires parinirvana in the present lifetime ( drstadharmaparinirvdyin) 
and the anagamin who acquires parinirvana in the intermediary existence ( antardparinirvdyin ) by going to 
the rupadhatu, are not reborn either in the form realm or in the formless realm ( ruparupyadhatu); then why 
call them ‘non-returners’ ( anagamin )? 82 <2217> 

Answer. - Among the anagamins, there are many who are reborn in the form realm or the formless realm, 
whereas those who are parinirvanized as soon as this present life are rare; as the latter are in the minority, 
[they keep the name anagamin] which is the name of the majority. Those who obtain parinirvana in the 
intermediate existence ( antardparinirvdyin ), being also on the point of being reborn in the form realm but 

81 Sanskrit Mahaparinirvana, p. 166; Divyavadana, p. 533,1. 24-26: Pancanam avarabhagtyanam samyojananam 
prahanad aupapadukas tatra aprinirvayy andgdmy anavrttidharma puncir imam lokam. - By the complete destruction 
of the five lower fetters [namely, satkayadrsti, silavrataparamarsa and vicikitsa which are to be destroyed by seeing 

( darsanaheya ); kamacchanda and vyapada which are to be destroyed by meditation ( bhdvanaheya): the whole 
coinciding with the first 92 anusaya s,] he is of apparitional birth: It is there [in rupadhatu = Brahmaloka, or more rarely 
in arupyadhatu] that he will be parinirvanized; as ‘non-returner’, he cannot be reborn in this world [i.e., kamadhatu], 

Pali wording in DTgha, I, p. 156; II, p. 92, 203, 252; III, p. 107, 132; Majjhima, I, p. 34, 226; Samyutta, V, p. 
356-357; Anguttara, I, 232; II, p. 89, 238: Pancannam orambhagiyanam samyojananam parikkhaya opapdtiko hoti 
tatthaparinibbayi anavattidhammo tasmd loka. - By the complete destruction of the five lower fetters, he is of 
apparitional birth and it is there [in rupadhatu = Brahmaloka] that he will be parinirvanized; he cannot come back from 
that world [the Brahmaloka] to this world [kamadhatu]. 

See the notes of Buddhaghosa in the Commentary of the Majjhima, I, p. 164. 

82 There are several kinds of anagamins: the most widespread list distinguishes five: 

1) Antaraparinirvayin who obtains parinirvana in the intermediate existence (yo ‘ntardbhave parinirvati ) at 
the moment when, having left kamadhatu, he is getting ready to attain rupadhatu. 

2) Upapadyaparinirvayin who, as soon as he is reborn in rupadhatu, obtains parinirvana in a short time (ya 
utpannamatro na ciratparinirvati). 

3) Sabhisamskaraparinirvayin who, having been bom, obtains parinirvana without relaxing his effort 
( upapadyapratiprasrabdhaprayoga ). 

4) Anabhisamskaraparinirvayin who obtains parinirvana effortlessly. 

5) Urdhvasrotas who, on leaving kamadhatu, do not obtain parinirvana in the realm in which they are reborn 
( yasya na tatra parinirvcinam yatropapannah), but who go higher ( urdhvam ) to the Akanistha gods, to the summit of 
rupadhatu or to bhavagra and find parinirvana there. 

Whether alone or inserted into broader contexts, the list of the five anagamins is very widespread in the sutras 
and in the Abhidharma, both Sanskrit as well as Pali: DTgha, III, p. 237 (cf. Das SanghTtisutra und sein Kommentar 
Sanglliparyaya, ed. K. Mittal und V Rosen, p. 153-156); Samyutta, V, p. 70, 201, 237, 285, 314, 378; Anguttara, I, p. 
233,1. 28-35; IV, p. 14-15; p. 70-74 (in the Purisagatisutta of which the Sanskrit correspondent is cited in full in the 
Kosavyakhya, p. 270,1. 22-272, ol. 3; Chinese version in Madhyama, T 26, k. 2, p. 427); Samgltiparyaya, T 1536, k. 

14, p. 425c38-427al; Mahavibhasa, T 1545, k. 174, p. 874b21-876bl4; Amrtarasa, T 1553, K. l,p. 973M2-15; 
Kosabhasya, p. 358,1. 20-359,1. 13. 
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seeing the torments they would have to undergo in the course of this last existence ( caramabhava ), take 
nirvana all the time; this is why they too take the name of anagamin because it is the name of the 
majority. 83 

5) Because they have destroyed all the afflictive emotions ( klesa ), the arhats have the right ( arhanti ) to the 
homage (puja ) of all the devas, nagas and asuras. 84 

These arhats are of nine types: 85 <2218> 

1) Parihanadharman, arhat likely to fall. 

2) Aparihanadharman, arhat not likely to fall. 

3) Cetanadharman, arhat likely to put an end to his lifetime. 86 

4) Anuraksanadharman , arhat likely to keep his lifetime. 

5) Sthitdkampya, arhat remaining in the fruit without moving. 

6) Pmtivedhcmddhannan, arhat likely to penetrate effortlessly into the Unshakeables. 

7) Akopyadharman, unshakeable arhat, [incapable of falling]. 

83 As a general rule, the ascetic who has obtained the fruit of anagamin in kamadhatu is reborn after death in 
rupadhatu, sometimes even in arupyadhatu, and attains parinirvana there. This is the case for the last four types of 
anagamins mentioned in the preceding note. 

There are, however, two exceptions. When the anagamin called antaraparinirvayin (the first type in the 
preceding note) abandons his existence in kamadhatu to go to rupadhatu, he obtains parinirvana in the intermediate 
existence ( antarabhava). The anagamin called drstadhannaparinirvayin who has obtained the fruit of anagamin in an 
existence in kamadhatu obtains parinirvana during that same existence without ever going to rupadhatu insofar as his 
disgust for this sphere of existence is so great (cf. Kosa, VI, p. 219). 

Although the antaraparinirvayin and the drstadhannaparinirvayin, in contrast to the other anagamins, do not 
go to rupadhatu to become parinirvanized there, nevertheless they take the name of anagamin because this is the name 
of the majority. 

84 Compare the canonical fonnula in Dlgha, I, p. 156; II, p. 92; Majjhima, I, p. 284; Samyutta, II, p. 217; Anguttara, I, 
p. 220: Asavanam khaya anasavam cetovimuttim pannavimuttim ditthe va dhamme sayam abhinna sacchikatva 
upasapajjaviharati. - By destruction of the impurities, having realized, in the present existence, by his own knowledge 
the deliverance of mind and the deliverance by means of wisdom, free of impurities, he abides there. 

85 Like the Madhyamagama, T 26, k. 30, p. 616al-19, the Amrtarasa, T 1553, k. 1, p. 973b28-cl. the Satyasiddhisastra, 
T 1646, k. 1, p. 246b27-29, and the Abhidharmasamuccaya, ed. P. Pradhan, p. 91,1. 4-14, the Traite distninguishes nine 
kinds of arhat or asaiksa (cf. p. 1392F, 1740F). - But in general, the Sarvastivadin Abhidharmas have only six arhats: 
Mahavibhasa, T 1545, k. 62, p. 319c8-9; Abhidharmasara of DhgarmasrI, T 1550, k. 2, p. 819c8-l 1; Abhidharmasara 
of upsanta, T 1551, k. 3, p. 851al-2; Samyuktabhidharmasara, T 1552, k. 5, p. 913c 15-18; Kosa, VI, p. 251; 
Nyayanusara, T 1562, k. 67, p. 710cl-16. 

Actually, as the Traite has noted, p. 1392F, these classifications overlap, the Buddha having expressed 
himself sometimes at length and sometimes briefly. 

86 For the meaning of cetanadharman = maranadharman, see Kosa, VI, p. 253, n. 4. 
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8) Prajnavimukta, arhat delivered by wisdom. 

9) Ubhayatobhdgavimukta, arhat doubly delivered from the obstacle consisting of the afflictive 
emotions ( klesdvarana ) and the obstacle opposing the eight liberations ( vimoksdvarana ). 

For the meaning of these nine types, see above (p. 1390-1391F). 

The eight liberations ( vimoksa ), the eight masteries ( abhibhvdyatana ), the ten sources of totality 
(,krtsnayatana ), the absorption of cessation ( nirodhasamdpatti ), the concentration preventing the arising of 
another’s afflictive emotions ( aranasamddhi ), the knowledge resulting from resolution ( pranidhijnana ), 
etc., are the marvelous qualities ( guna ) of the arhat. 

6) Moreover, he will attain nirvana without residue of conditioning (; nirupadhisesanirvdna ), and this 
nirupadhisesanirvana is the fact that the arhat [at the moment of his death] rejects the five aggregates 
( pancaskandhdn niksipati) of the present lifetime and then does not take up the five aggregates of the future 
lifetime ( na tu pancapaunarbhavikan skandhan parisamdadhdti), and thus his physical and mental 
sufferings ( kdyikacaitasikaduhkha ) are completely and definitively destroyed. 

About the last three fruits of the Path ( mdrgaphala ), see what was said in regard to the first. 


Danasya mahaphalani 


Eight Section PREDICTING THE FRUITS OF RIPENING OF 
VARIOUS KINDS OF GIFTS 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 25,1. 4-17; Satasahasrika, p. 80,1. 12-92,1. 4). - 

Furthermore, Sariputra, the bodhisattva-mahasattva practicing the perfection of wisdom knows what kind 
of gift should be made in order for it <2219> to be very fruitful. - Making the gift in this way, one is reborn 
in wealthy ksatriya families, in wealthy brahamana families or in wealthy householder families. - Making 
the gift in a certain other way, one is reborn among the Caturmaharajika gods, the Trayastrimsa gods, the 
Yama gods, the Tusita gods, the Nirmanarati gods or the Paranirmitavasavartin gods. - Making the gift in 
yet another way, one gains the first dhyana, the second dhyana, the third dhyana, the fourth dhyana, the 
absorption of the sphere of infinite space, the absorption of the sphere of infinite consciousness, the 
absorption of the sphere of nothing at all or the absorption of the sphere of neither-perception-nor-non- 
perception. - By this kind of gift the eightfold noble Path is produced. - By a certain other kind of gift, the 
fruit of entry into the stream and so on up to supreme complete enlightenment is attained (Punar aparam 
Sariputra bodhisattvo mahdsattah prajndpdramitdydm caran jdndti yad evam danam dattam mahaphalam 
bhavat. - Evam danam dattvd ksatriyamahasalakulesu brahmanamahasalakulesu 
grhapatimahdsalakulesupapadyate. - Evam dattvd cdturmahdrdjikesu devesu trayastrimsesu devesu 
ydmesu devesu tusitesu devesu nirmanaratisu devesu paranirmitavasavartisu devesupapadyate. - Evam 
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danam dattvd prathamam dhyanam dvitfyam dhyanam trtvyam dhyanam caturtham dhyanam 
dkasdnantydyatanasamapattim vijndnantydyatanasamdpattim dkimcanydyatanasamapattim 

naivasamjndndsamjndyatanasamdpattim pratilabhate. - Evam danam dattvd diydstahgo marga utpadyate. 
-Evam danam dattvd srotadpattiphalam ydvad anuttara samyaksambodhir anuprapyate). 


Sastra. - 

The bodhisattva-mahasattva knows the true nature of dharmas ( dharmatd) free of grasping ( aparigraha ), 
free of rejecting ( anutsarga ) and indestructible ( anupaghdta ). He practices an ungraspable perfection of 
wisdom (anupalabdhd prajndpdramitd), but by means of a feeling of great compassion ( mahdkarundcitta ), 
he returns to cultivate meritorious practices (punyakriya). 

[301b] The first gate of meritorious practices is above all the practice of generosity ( ddna ). [301b] 


I. WHERE DOES THE EXCELLENCE OF THE GIFT COME FROM? 


By the sharpness of his wisdom ( prajnapatutvat ), the bodhisattva who practices the perfection of wisdom is 
able to make distinctions (paricchid -) between the merits of the gift ( ddnapunya ). <2220> 

1) While the object given ( deyavastu ) is the same, the value of the merit {punya ) depends on the goodness 
or the malice of the intention (dsaya) of the donor. 

[Gift of a bowl of rice]. 87 - Thus, one day Sariputra offered a bowl of cooked rice ( odana ) to the Buddha. 
The Buddha immediately gave it to a dog and asked Sariputra: You have given me some rice and I have 
given it to a dog. Which of the two of us has gained more merit (punyaj! - Sariputra answered: If I 
understand well the meaning of the Lord’s teaching (yathd khalv aham bhagavata bhdsitasymartham 
djanami), by giving it to a dog the Buddha has gained more merit [than me]. 

- Sariputra, the foremost of sages ( prajndnatam agryah) amongst all men, made a gift to the Buddha, 
supreme field of merit (punyaksetram paramam) but did not equal the Buddha who, by offering [the same 
gift] to this lowly field of merit, a dog, gained very great merit. This is how we know that great merit 
(mahapunya) comes from the intention (dsaya) and does not reside in the ‘field’ ( ksetra ) [in other words, in 
the beneficiary of the gift]. Had Sariputra given a thousand, ten thousand or a hundred thousand times 
more, he would not have reached [the purity] of intention (dsaya) of a Buddha. 

2) Question. - But you yourself have said (p. 722F) that the importance of merit is the result of the 
excellence of the field of merit ( buddhaksetrapramtatas ), and by making a gift to the Buddha, Sariputra 
would not have gained great merit. 


87 Episode mentioned by Akanuma, Dictionnaire des nomspropres, p. 597a, but not yet identified. 

88 Cf. Sanskrit Mahaparinirvana, p. 218. 
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Answer. - A good ‘field’ also contributes to the importance of merit, but not as much as the intention 
(asaya) of the donor. Why? Because the mind is the internal master ( antahsvdmin ) whereas the ‘field’ is 
just an outer ( bdhya) thing. Sometimes, however, the merit of generosity ( danapunya ) resides in the field of 
merit (punyaksetra ). 

{Avadana of Kotikarna\f’ - Thus the arhat Yi-eid (Kotikarna) who once had offered a single flower to a 
stupa of the Buddha enjoyed happiness among gods and men for ninety-one kalpas; and by virtue of the 
remainder of his merit (punyasesa ), he became an arhat. 

[. Pdmsupraddndvaddna ]. 9 - Thus king A-chou-kia (Asoka) <2221> who, as a small child, had given some 
earth ( pamsu ) to the Buddha, reigned over Jambudvipa, built eighty thousand stupas and still later, found 
bodhi. The thing he had offered was very common ( nfca ) and the intention (asaya) of the child 
( bdladdraka ) quite weak ( tanu ). It was only because of the excellence of the field of merit 
( punyaksetrapramtatas ) [to which he had given] that he acquired a great fruit of retribution 
(mahdvipakaphala). So we know then that [sometimes] great merit results from the good ‘field’. 

3) There are three things present in the highest of the great merits - the intention (asaya) [of the donor], the 
thing given ( deya ) and the field of merit (punyaksetra) - [i.e., the recipient] - are all three excellent. See for 
example the first chapter (prathama parivarta) of the Prajnapamarita where it is said (cf. p. 586F) that the 
Buddha [Sakyamuni] scattered marvelous flowers over the buddhas of the ten directions. 

4) Finally, in the mind of the Prajnaparamita, the gift free of any attachment ( abhinivesa ) [in regard to 
donor (ddyaka), the thing given (deya) and the recipient (pratigrdhaka )] wins a great fruit of ripening 
(mahdvipakaphala)?' The gift made in view of nirvana also obtains a great retribution. 92 The gift made 


S9 Or Avadana ofSumana, mentioned here for the third time; see p. 1426F, n. 3, 18894F, n. 3. 

90 References, p. 723F, n. 2; 1934F. 

91 The ‘triply pure’ gift (trimandalaparisuddha) rests on a non-conceptual knowledge that makes no distinction 
between donor, recipient and thing given - which are no longer seen: see p. 650F, 676F, 707F, 724F, etc. 

92 See p. 664-666F and n. Desire for nirvana (nirvanartham ddnarn ) is one of the eight motives inspiring generosity 
(danavastu). It does not appear in the Pali list (DTgha, III, p. 258,1. 10-16; Anguttara, IV, p. 236,1. 1-8), but it does 
appear in the Sanskrit list (Samgltisutra, ed. K. Mittal and V. Rosen, p. 188,1. 19-27; Samyuktabhidhannasara, T 1552, 
k. 8, p. 932b6-8; Kosabhasya, p. 270,1. 19-22): uttamarthasyaprdptaye danam dcidciti -"He makes a gift in order to 
obtain the supreme goal”, i.e., to obtain arhathood, nirvana (Kosavyakhya, p. 435,1. 6). 

Compare the pure gift (visuddham danam), the completely disinterested gift (vipdkanapeksam danam), made 
by the bodhisattva in view of supreme bodhi which the Bodhisattvabhumi, p. 135,1. 22-25, defines as follows: Na 
bodhisattvo danam dadad ddnasydyatyam bhogasampadam atmabhavasampadam vd phalavipdkam pratyasamsate, 
sarvasamskaresu phalgudarsi paramabodhdv anusamsadarsi. - The bodhisattva who gives a gift expects nothing in 
return for the future, neither the joy of happiness nor his own bliss: in all the fonnations he sees no significance: it is 
only in supreme bodhi that he sees benefit. 

Insofar as the way out of all the formations, this unconditioned - nirvana - cannot be a fruit of retribution 
(vipdkaphala). 
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with a feeling of great compassion ( mahakarunacitta ), to save save all beings (sarvasattvaparitranaya) also 
obtains a great retribution. 93 <2222> 


II. DIVERSITY OF THE FRUITS OF GENEROSITY 94 


93 Cf. Kosabhasya, p. 270,1. 16: Yad vd danam bodhisattvo daddti sarvasattvahitahetoh. tad amuktasydpy amuktebliyo 
danam agram. - Or else the gift which the bodhisattva makes for the good of all beings: this gift, although given by a 
non-liberated man to non-liberated people, is the best gift. 

94 This section is a paraphrase of the Ddnupapattisutta (DIgha, III, p. 258-260; Anguttara, IV, p. 239-241) dealing with 
the eight rebirths as a result of generosity. Here is the beginning: 

Idh ’ avuso ekacco danam deti samanassa vd brdhrnanassa vd annum panam vattham yanatn 
maldgandhavilepanam seyydvasasthcipadipeyyam. So yam deti tarn paccasimsati. So passati khattiyamahasalam vd 
brahanamahasalatn vd gahapatimahasalam vd pancahi kdmagunehi samappitam samahgibhutam pane dr am an am. 
Tassa evatn hoti - ‘Abo vatdham kayassa bheddparam marand khattiyamahasalanam vd brahmanamahasalanam vd 
gahapatimahasalanam vd sahavyuatam upapajjeyyan ti ’. So tarn cittam dahati, tarn cittam adhitthdti, tarn cittam 
bhaveti. Tassa tarn cittam bine virnuttarn uttarim abhdvitarn tatr’ upapattiya sarnvattati. Tan ca kho silavato vaddrni no 
dussilassa. Ijjhat’ avuso silavato cetopanidhi suddhatta. 

Puna ca param avuso idh ’ ekacco danam deti samanassa vd brdhmanasso vd annum panam vattham yanatn 
maldgandhavilepanam seyydvasathapadipeyyam. So yarn deti tarn paccasimsati. Tassa sutarn hoti. - 
‘Cdturnrnahdrdjikd deva dighdyuka vannavanto sukhabahula ti. ’ - ‘Aho vatdham kayassa bhedd param marand. 
Cdturnrnahdrdjikdnarn devanam sahavyatarn upappajjeyyan ti ’. So tarn cittam dahati, tarn cittam adhitthdti, tarn cittam 
bhaveti. Tassa tarn cittam bine virnuttarn uttarim abhdvitarn tatr’ upapattiya sarnvattati. Tail ca kho silavato vaddrni no 
dussilassa. Ijjhat’ avuso cetopanidhi suddhatta. 

Transl. - A certain man, my brothers, makes a gift to a monk or to a brahmana in the form of food, clothing, 
drink, vehicle, garland, perfume, unguent, bedding, dwelling or lamp. For what he gives, he expects something in 
return. He sees a wealthy family of warriors, a wealthy family of brahmanas or a wealthy family of householders 
provided with the five objects of enjoyment, wealthy and courted. Then he thinks: “Ah, at the dissolution of my body 
after death, if I could be reborn among rich families of warriors, rich families of brahmanas or rich families of 
householders!” Having made this thought, he fixes (his attention) on it, he concentrates (his mind) on it and cultivates 
it. This mind, directed to the low and unable to go higher, leads him to be reborn there (where he wished). And this is 
true, I say, for a moral man and not for a vicious man. The mental wish of a moral man derives its success from his 
purity. 

Furthermore, my brothers, another man makes a gift to a monk or to a brahamana in the fonn of food, drink, 
clothing, vehicle, garland, perfume, unguent, bedding, dwelling or lamp. He hears it said: “The Caturmaharajika gods 
live for a long time; they are handsome and happy.” Then he thinks: “Ah, at the dissolution of my body after death, if I 
could be reborn among the Caturmaharajika gods!” Having thought thus, he fixes (his attention on it), he concentrates 
(his mind) on it and cultivates it. This mind, directed to the low and unable to rise higher, leads him to be reborn there 
(where he wished). And that, I say, is true for a moral man and not for a vicious man. The mental wish of a moral man 
derives its success from his purity. 

[Following its explanation, the sutra explains, in the same words, the rebirth of a generous and moral man 
among the other deities: Trayastrimsa, Yama, Tusita, Nirmanarati, Parininnitavasavartin and Brahmakayika gods.] 
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In addition to the great fruits of ipening ( mahavipakaphala ), as is said [here in the Prajnaparamitasutra], it 
is to be reborn in the families of the ksatriya and so on up to becoming Buddha. 

Question. - How does one get to be reborn in the families of the ksatriyas and so on up to becoming 
Buddha? <2223> 

Answer. - The generous ( tyagavat) and moral ( silavat ) man 95 obtains riches and honor among men and 
gods. 

1. The seven rebirths in kamadhatu 


1) Someone gives with a perfect intention and maintains morality: he is reborn in the families of the 
ksatriyas. The ksatriyas are the kings ( rdjan ) and great ministers ( mahamatya ). 

Someone else is attached to books of knowledge (the Vedas?) and does not torment beings: by his 
generosity and morality, he is reborn in the families of the brahamanas. 

[301c] Another, with generosity and mediocre morality is pleased with worldly happiness ( lokasukha ): he 
is reborn in the families of the householders ( grhapati ). These householders are ordinary people but very 
wealthy. 

2) In another, generosity and morality are of somewhat higher purity ( visuddhi ); this man feels repugnance 
for domestic things, loves to hear the Dharma and honors worthy people: he is reborn among the 
Caturmaharajika gods. 96 Why? Because pleasant 97 things appear there as soon as they are thought of 
(sahacittotpadat pradurbhavanti); one constantly gets to see the good worthy people ( satpurusa ) of the 
place, and by honoring them resolutely, one draws near to practicing the meritorious action that consists of 
meditation {bhavanapunyakriyavastu). 

3) Another, of pure generosity and morality, honors his father and mother, reveres them ( bhadanta ) and 
passionately seeks supremacy ( srestha ): he is reborn among the Trayastrimsa gods. 

4) Another, of pure generosity and morality, who loves to learn and whose mind is gentle, is reborn among 
the Yama gods. 

5) Another, of pure generosity and morality, develops these two qualities further; he loves learning 
(bahusrutya), discriminates the beautiful and the ugly, desires nirvana amd is intensely attached to the 
qualities (guna): he is reborn among the Tusita gods. <2224> 


95 In order to do good, the generous man ( tyagavat ) must also be moral ( silavat ) and learned ( bahusruta ). 

96 For a precise definition of the six classes of kamadevas, see Kosa, III, p. 166. 

97 I.e., the five objects of enjoyment ( pancakamaguna ), colors, ( rupa ), etc. 
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6) Another, generous, magnanimous, moral and erudite ( bahusruta ), loves to leam and earns his living by 
his own strength: he is reborn among the Nirmanarati gods. 

7) Another, when he gives, shows deepening pure morality; he loves erudition ( bdhusrutya ) and considers 
himself a spiritual person ( sattva ); but unable to undergo suffering, he seeks his satisfactions from someone 
else (para): he is reborn among the Paranirmitavasavartin gods, ‘gods using the desirable objects ( kdma or 
kamaguna ) created by others in a sovereign manner’. 98 This is a question of female shapes knowingly and 
ingeniously created by others ( paranirmita ); the Paranirmitavasavartin gods take hold of these five objects 
of enjoyment (pancakamaguna) and use them in a sovereign manner (vase vartayanti). They are like 
destitute people who fight over a patrimony. 

Finally, it is as a result of a wish ( pranidhana ) formulated at the moment of the gift that one is reborn in the 
paradises. 

[Danupapattisutta]. 9 - Thus it is said in a sutra: A man cultivates a little bit of generosity and morality but 
is ignorant of the existence of the dhyanas and the absorptions ( samdpatti ). Learning of the existence of the 
Caturmaharajika gods, he mentally makes them [the object] of his aspirations ( cetahpranidhi ). The Buddha 
has said: “At the end of his life, this man will be reborn among the Caturmaharajika gods: that is absolutely 
certain.” It is the same [in regard to rebirth among the other gods of kamadhatu] up to and including the 
Paranirmitavasavartin gods. 

2. Eight rebirths in rupadhatu and arupyadhatu 


Furthermore, there is a generous and moral man who, while practicing generosity, mentally experiences 
happiness. The greater his gift, the greater his happiness. In this state of mind, he rejects the five objects of 
sensory enjoyment (panca kamaguna), avoids the five obstacles (pahcanivarana) and penetrates [into the 
four dhyanas and the four samapattis], from the first dhyana up to the absorption of neither perception nor 
non-perception {naivasamjndnasamjna). 

For these four dhyanas and the four non-material absorptions (drupyasamapatti), see what was said above 
(p. 1027-1034F). <2225> 

3. Four rebirths in the noble Path 


Furthermore, there are people who, having given to the Buddha and his disciples ( buddhasravaka ), hear 
from their mouths a sermon on the Path. Because of the gifts they have made, their minds ( citta ) become 

98 DIgha, III, p. 218: Santi sattdparanimmitakdma, teparanimmitesu kdmesu vasam vattenti seyyathdpi deva 
paranimmitavasavattr. 

99 Passage cited above, p. 2222F, n. 1. 
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gentle ( mrdu ), their wisdom (prajna) becomes sharp ( tiksna ) and they are immediately reborn into the 
noble eightfold Path (diydstdnga marga). By elimination of the three fetters (trayanam samyojandndm 
prahanat), they obtain the fruit of srotaapanna, and so on up to their arrival at the bodhi of the Buddhas. As 
a result of these gifts, they hear [the Buddha] preach the Dharma and then they produce the mind of 
supreme complete enlightenment ( anuttard samyaksambodhi). 

The generosity of a man not detached from desire ( avftardga ) results in rebirth among men, in wealth and 
honor, or among the six kinds of gods of the desire realm ( kdmadeva ). - The generosity of a man detached 
from desire ( vitardga ) results in rebirth among the gods of the Brahma realm ( brahmaloka ) , up to the 
Brhatphalas. 100 The generosity of a man freed from the notion of material (rupa) [302a] results in a rebirth 
among the formless gods (drupyadeva). 

4 . Attainment of the bod his"" 


1) The generosity of a man detached from the threefold world ( trailokyavirakta ), who has nirvana in mind, 
procures the bodhi of the sravakas. 

2) If at the moment of giving, the man has a horror of turmoil ( samsarga ), loves peace ( sdnta ) and rejoices 
in profound wisdom (gambhiraprajnd), he attains the bodhi of the pratyekabuddhas. 

3) If at the moment of giving, the man feels a mind of great pity (mahakarunacitta), wants to save the 
entire world and realize the highest wisdom (prajna), very deep ( atigambhira ) and absolutely pure 
(i atyantavisuddha ), he attains the bodhi of the Buddhas. 


Satparamitapripuri 

Ninth Section FULFILLING THE PERFECTIONS SKILLFULLY 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 25, 1. 18-27, 1. 2: Satasahasrika, p. 91, 1. 21-93, 1. 1). - Moreover, Sariputra, 
when the bodhisattva-mahasattva gives while practicing <2226> the perfection of wisdom, he fulfills 
completely the perfection of generosity, the perfection of morality, the perfection of patience, the perfection 
of exertion, the perfection of meditation and the perfection of wisdom. - Sariputra said to the Buddha: By 
what skillful means, O Lord, does the bodhisattva-mahasattva who is making a gift fulfill completely the 
perfection of generosity, etc., up to the perfection of wisdom? - The Lord replied to Sariputra: By not 
grasping the giver, the receiver or the thing given, the bodhisattva-mahasattva completely fulfills the 

100 The Brhatphalas, in order of greatness, occupy the twelfth place in the Brahmaloka, the third place in the fourth 
dliyana. 

101 See above, p. 1067-1070F, the passage dedicated to the prajna of the sravakas, of the pratyekabuddhas and of the 
Buddhas. 
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perfection of generosity. By not committing either wrong deeds or good actions, the bodhisattva fulfills 
completely the perfection of morality. By not disturbing his mind, the bodhisattva fulfills completely the 
perfection of patience. By not relaxing his physical and mental energy, the bodhisattva fulfills completely 
the perfection of exertion. By having neither distraction nor the act of attention, the bodhisattva fulfills 
completely the perfection of meditation. By understanding all dharmas by means of the method that grasps 
none of them, the bodhisattva fulfills completely the perfection of wisdom (Punar aparam Sariputra, 
bodhisattvo mahasattvah prajnaparamitayam caran, danam dadan, updyakausalena danaparamitam 
silapdramitdm ksantiparamitam viryaparcimitam dhyanaparamitam prajnaparamitam paripurayati. - 
Athayusman Sariputro bhagantam etad avocat: Kenopdyakausalena bhagavan bodhisattvo mahdsattvo 
danam dadan danaparamitam ydvat prajnaparamitam paripurayati. - Bhagavan alia: Anupalambhena 
ddyakasya grdhakasya deyasya ca ddnapdramitd paripuritd bliavati; dpattiyandpattyanadhydpattitah 
silaparamita paripuritd bhavati; cittasydksobhanatali ksdntipdramitd paripuritd bhavati; 
kayikacaitasikaviryasamsanato viryaparamita paripuritd bhavati; aviksepdsamkalpanato dhydnapdramitd 
bhavati; sarvadharmaprajanananupalambha-yogenaprajndpdramitdparipuritd bhavati). 


Sastra. - 

The meaning of this paripuri ‘the act of completetly fulfilling’ has been fully explained above. 102 Now we 
will speak about updyakausala (or updyakausalya), skillful means. 103 [In regard to the perfection of 
generosity], this skillful means is not to grasp (, anupalambha ) three things: [the donor ( ddyaka ), the thing 
given ( deya ) and the recipient (pratigrdhaka )]. <2227> 

Question. - But in order to realize this non-grasping ( anupalambha ), skillful means has nothing to 
eliminate or nothing to do. Suppressing the three things, as here, [i.e., giver, thing given amd receiver] is to 
fall necessarily into the view of nihilism ( uccheda ). 104 

Answer. - There are two kinds of non-graspng ( anupalambha ): i) not grasping that which exists 
( upalabdhasydnupalambha ); ii) not grasping that which does not exist ( anupalabhasydnupa-lambha ). 

Not grasping that which does exist is to fall into the view of nihilism {uccheda). Not grasping that which 
does not exist is to put skillful means {updyakausala) to work and not falling into the view of nihilism. 
Without skillful means, the donor, [in his gift], clings {udgrhndti) to these three characteristics ( nimitta ), 
[i.e., the giver, the gift and the receiver]. But if he has recourse in the emptiness {sunyatd) of these three 
things, he grasps the absence of characteristics (dnimitta). He who possesses skillful means from the very 
beginning {mulata eva) does not see the three characteristics of generosity. This is why using skillful means 
{updyakausala) is not to fall [into the extreme views] of existence and non-existence {bhavavibhavadrsti). 


102 The paripuri of the six paramitas is the object of chapters XVII to XXX. 

103 Here Kumarajlva translates updyakausalya (in Tibetan, thabs la mkhaspa) as houeifangpien, whereas the most 
frequently used translation is chan k’iao fang pien. 

104 An extreme view condemned by the Buddha: see above, p. 2007-2008F, and Kosa, V, p. 40. 
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Moreover, eliminating the afflictive emotions (klesasamvartana) on the occasion of a gift is called skillful 
means. 

Moreover, giving while producing a mind of great compassion toward all beings (; mahakarunacitta ) is 
called skillful means. 

The fact of applying ( parinamana) the meritorious gifts practiced during numberless past (atfta) and future 
(i andgata ) lifetimes to supreme and perfect enlightenment ( anuttard samyaksambodhi ) is also called skillful 
means. 

[302 b] Finally, the fact of commemorating ( anusmarana ) the merits (punya) acquired by the Buddhas and 
their disciples ( srdvaka ) in the ten directions ( dasadis ) and the three times ( tryadhvan ), the fact of being 
pleased with their gifts and applying them (parinamana) to supreme and complete enlightenment is also 
called skillful means. 105 

These are the many potentialities constituting skillful means [in regard to the perfection of generosity]. 
[Mutatis mutandis, it is the same for skillful means in regard to the other five paramitas] including 
prajnaparamita. <2228> 


Buddhagunanuprapana 

Tenth Section ATTAINING THE QUALITIES OF ALL THE 
BUDDHAS 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 29, 1. 4-5; Satasahasrika, p. 93, 1. 1-3). - Furthermore, Sariputra, the 
bodhisattva-mahasattva who wishes to attain the qualities of the blessed Buddhas, past, future and present, 
must practice the perfection of wisdom (Punar aparam Sariputra bodhisattvena 
mahasattvenatitanagatapratyutpannandm buddhdndm bhagavatam gunam anuprdptukdmena 
prajndpdramitdydm siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

Question. - The qualities of the past Buddhas have already disappeared; the qualities of the future Buddhas 
do not yet exist, and the qualities of the present Buddhas are not perceptible ( nopalabhyante ): therefore the 
qualities of the Buddhas of the three times (tryadhvan) do not exist. Then why does the Prajnaparamitasutra 
speak here of the bodhisattva who, wishing to acquire the qualities of the Buddhas of the three times, 
should practice the perfection of wisdom? 

Answer. - The sutra does not speak of the bodhisattva wanting to acquire the qualities of all the Buddhas of 
the three times, but of the bodhisattva wanting to acquire for himself qualities that are not fewer than those 


See chapter XLIV. 
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of one Buddha of the three times. How is that? In all the Buddhas, the qualities are [numerically] equal, 
neither more nor less numerous. 106 

Question. - If that is true, how can one say in regard to the buddha Amita that his lifespan (ayuspramana) 
is limitless (aparimita ), that his brilliance ( prabha ) covers thousands of myriads of kotis of yojanas 107 and 
that he has saved beings of innumerable kalpas? 

Answer. - The buddhafields ( buddhaksetra ) are diverse ( ndndvidha ): <2229> there are those that are pure 
( parisuddha ), those that are impure ( aparisuddha ) and those that are mixed (misra). <m 

[Trayastrimsesu devesu buddharohanaparivarta]. 109 - Thus it is said in the San-che-san-t’ien-p’in sutra 
(Trayastrimsadevaparivarta): At that time, the Buddha had gone to spend the rainy season among the 
Trayastrimsa gods ( tatra khalu varsavasam bhagavdn upagatas trayastrimsesu devesu), and when the time 
of dismissal [pravarana] had come (atha tadaiva pravdrandydm pratyurpasthitdydm ), 110 the four assemblies 
(catasrah parsadah) remaining on earth and not having seen the Buddha for a long time, were distressed 
and sad. They sent Mou-lien (Maudgalyayana) [to the Buddha} and Maudgalyayana said to the Buddha: 
Lord, why do you neglect all these people and stay with the gods? 

Then the Buddha said to Maudgalyayana: Look at this universe with its three thousand continents 
( trisdhasra lokadhdtu). By the power of the Buddha, Maudgalyayana looked at the universe in question and 
he saw there some Buddhas who were preaching the Dharma to the great assembly, other Buddhas seated 

106 The qualities or attributes of the Buddhas have been the subject of chapters XXXIX to XLII: they are the same in 
all the Buddhas, but the latter differ in certain points. The Kosabhasya, p. 415,1. 14-17, comments: Tribih karanaih 
samyam sarvabuddhananam / sarvapunyajndnasambhdra-samuddgamatah dharmakdyaparinispattitah arthacaryaya 
ca Iokasya /ayurjatigotrapramanakrtas tu bheda bhavati /- All the Buddhas are alike in three aspects: in that they 
have accumulated the entire accumulation of merit and wisdom; in that they realize the same dharmakaya; in that they 
give the same service to beings. But they differ in their lifespan, in caste, in clan and in the size of their body. 

107 Small Sukhavatlvyuha, ed. U. Wogihara, 1931, p. 200. §8-9 (T 366, p. 347a25-29): Tatkim manyase sdriputra kena 
kdranena sa tathdgato ‘mitayur namocyate / tasya khalu punah sdriputra tathdgatasya tesam ca manusydnam 
aparimitam dyuhpramdnam / tena kdranena sa tathdgato ‘mitayur namocyate / tasya ca sdriputra tathdgatasya dasa 
kalpa anuttaram samyaksambodhim abhisambuddhasya //tat kim manyase sdriputra kena kdranena sa tathdgato 
‘mitdbho namocyate / tasye khalu punah sdriputra tathagatasyabhapratithata sarvabuddhaksetresu / 

108 See below (k. 93, p. 71 lcl8) and Yogacarabhumi, T 1579, k. 79, p. 736c21. 

109 T 815, k. 3, p. 795b20-c27; T 816, k. 3, p. 81 Ib22-812a2. - A Mahayanasutra relating the ascent of the Buddha to 
the Trayastrimsa heaven to preach the Dhanna there to his mother; this is an episode of the Miracle of Samkasya which 
has been mentioned above (p. 634-635F, 1765-1767F, n.). 

This sutra is known by two Chinese translations: 

1) Fo cheng t’ao li t’ien wei mou chouo fa king (T815), also called Fo cheng t’ao li t’ien p 'in king, the title 
used here by the Traite. This translation was made by Dharmaraksa at Tch’ang-ngan during the first year of the T’ai- 
che pperiod (265-266). Cf. Li, T 2034, k. 6, p. 62cl6-17; K’ai, T 2154, k. 2, p. 494al9-20. 

2) Tao chen tsou wou kipien houa king (T816), also called Tao chen tsou king. This translation was made by 
the Parthian sramana Ngan Fa-kin who worked at Lo-yang from 281 to 306. 

110 Cf. Divyavadana, p. 91,1. 12-13. 
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in meditation, yet others begging their food; in these many ways they were accomplishing their Buddha- 
work ( buddhakdiya ). 

Then Maudgalyayana prostrated with a fivefold bow ( pancangapranama ); m Sumem, king of the 
mountains, shook with great trembling and all the gods were seized by great fear. 

Maudgalayayana burst into tears and bowing his head, said to the Buddha: In their great compassion 
(mahakaruna) the Buddhas do not abandon anyone: by working with these many transformations 
(nirmana), they save beings. <2230> 

The Buddha said to Maudgalyayana: What you see is nothing at all. Beyond what you see, in the east 
(purvasyam disi) there is a universe the ground of which is made only of gold ( suvarnamaya ): the disciples 
of the Buddha who lives there are all arhats and their six superknowledges ( abhijhd) are without obstacle. - 
Beyond that region of the east, there is a universe the ground of which is made only of silver ( rupyamaya ): 
the disciples of the Buddha there all practice ( siksante ) the bodhi of the pratyekabuddhas. - Beyond this 
region of the east there is a universe the ground of which is made only of the seven jewels [302c] 
(, saptaratna ); on that ground there is always an immense brilliance (apramanaprabha): the disciples 
created there by the Buddha are all bodhisattvas who have all attained the gates of dharanl and samadhi and 
abide in the non-regressing stage (avaivartukabhumi). You should know, O Maudgalyayana, that all those 
Buddhas are myself. Thus, among all these numberless universes ( lokadhatu) in the eastern direction, equal 
in number to the sands of the Ganges ( ganganadivdlukopama ), there are some that are beautiful (subha) 
and some that are ugly ( asubha ): in all of them, it is I myself who carry out the work of Buddha. And it is 
the same in the universe of the south (daksinasydm disi), of the west ( pascimdyam disi), and the north 
(uttarasydm disi), in the four intermediate directions ( catasrsu vikisu), in the direction of the zenith 
(uparistdd disi) and in the direction of the nadir (adhastdd disi). 

- This is why it should be known that the Buddha Sakyamuni has pure universes (parisuddhalokdhdtu) also, 
like [the Sukhavati] of Amita, and that the buddha Amita, as well as his pure universes, has also impure 
universes (aparisuddha), like [the Sahaloka] of Buddha Sakyamuni. 

The great compassion ( mahakaruna ) of the Buddhas ‘penetrates as far as the marrow of their bones’ 
(i asthimajjdm dhatya tisthati ): 112 Indifferent to the beauty or the ugliness of the universes, they conform 
(anuvartante) [to the needs] of the beings to be saved and train them ( vinayanti ), like a tender loving 
mother trains her son: should he fall into a pit of excrement, she rushes to pull him out without any regard 
for the annoyance. 

Raising with a single hair (ekena vdlena) the hundred kotis of Sumerus in the 
Trisahasramahasmahasralokadhatu already is difficult. 


111 A bow made with anus, knees, head, chest ( vaksas ) and gaze: see Monier-Willimas, p. 578a. 

112 A time-honored expression: a violent passion like the love of parents for their son (putrapremcin ), cuts in turn the 
skin ( chavi ), the hide (carman), the flesh (mdmsa), the muscles (snayu), the bone (asthi) and ‘having cut the bone, 
penetrates into the marrow and stays there’. In Pali, atthim chetvd atuthimihjam dhacca titthati: cf. Vin. I, p. 83,1. 4; 
Samyutta, II, p. 238,1. 16; Anguttara, IV, p. 129,1. 15. 
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CHAPTER L: ARRIVING AT THE OTHER SHORE 


Purva a gama 

First Section ARRIVING AT THE OTHER SHORE 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 29, 1. 5-6; Satasahasrika, p. 93, 1. 5-5). - Furthermore, O Sariputra, the 
bodhisattva-mahasattva who wishes to arrive at the other shore of conditioned and unconditioned dharmas 
must practice the perfection of wisdom (Punar aparam Sariputra bodhisattvena mahdsattvena 
samskrtasamskrthandm dharmdndm pdram gantukdmenaprajndpdramitaydm siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

Arriving at ‘the other shore’ is coming precisely to the other shore ( anta ) of conditioned ( samskrta ) 
dharmas and unconditioned ( asamskrta ) dharmas. By means of great wisdom, how does one get to know 
entirely, to exhaust entirely, ( mahdprajnd ), this ‘other shore’ (para)? By analyzing the general 
characteristics (samanyalaksana) and the specific characteristics ( svalaksana ) of conditioned dharmas in 
many ways, and, in regard to the unconditioned dharmas, by understanding completely [the four fruits of 
the religious life] ( srdmanyaphala ) from srotaapanna up to Buddhahood. 113 

For the characteristics of conditioned and unconditioned dharmas, see what has been said above (p. 2077F). 


Second Section UNDERSTANDING TATHATA, DHARMATA AND 
ANUTPADAKOTI 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 29, 1. 6-8; Satasaharika, p. 94, 1. 13-19). - The bodhisattva-mahasattva must 
practice the perfection <2232> of wisdom if he wishes to understand all dharmas, past, present and future, 
their dharma-nature and their intrinsic non-arising (Bodhisattvena mahdsattvena sarvadharmanam 
atitdnagatapratyutpanndndm tatlmtam dharmdndm anutpddakotim anuboddhukdmena 

prajndpdramitaydm siksitavyam). 


113 According to the Sarvastivadins, the fruits of the religious life (srdmanyaphala) are conditioned (samskrta) and 
unconditioned (asamskrta). The eighty-nine paths of abandoning (prahdnamdrga ), or paths of immediate succession 
(anantaryamdrga ), by means of which the ascetic abandons the afflictive emotions of the threefold world, make up the 
religious life (srdmanya). The eighty-nine paths of deliverance (vimuktimdrga) by means of which the ascetic takes 
possession of the abandonment are the conditioned fruits of the srdmanya, being nisyandaphala and purusakdraphala 
of the srdmanya. See Kosa, VI, p. 241-242; Kosabhasya, p. 369-370. 
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Sastra. - 


Question. - Above (p. 2186F), tathata, the ‘manner of existence’, has already been spoken of; why talk 
about it again here? 

Answer. - Above, we talked simply of the tathata of all dharmas; here we are speaking about the tathata of 
the three times ( tryadhvan ). - Above, we spoke briefly ( samksepena ); here we will speak at length 
(vistarena). - Above, we spoke of just [the tathata]; 114 here we are speaking of three things [tathata, 
dharmata and anutpadakoti]. 

The dharmata ‘dharma-nature’ is the dharmadhatu ‘fundamental [303a] element’; the anutpadakoti 
‘intrinsic non-arising’ is the bhutakoti ‘limit of truth’. 

The tathata of past ( atita ) dharmas is the dharmata of past dharmas, and it is the same for future ( andgata ) 
and present ( pratyutpanna ) dharmas. 

Furthermore, the tathata of past dharmas is the tathata of future and present dharmas; the tathata of present 
dharmas is the tathata of past and present dharmas. Why? Because the nature of tathata is beyond identity 
( ekatva ) and diversity ( nandtva ). 

Furthermore, as 1 have said above (p. 2196F), there are two kinds of tathata: the worldly ( laukiki ) tathata 
and the supraworldly ( lokottara ) tathata. In terms of the worldly tathata, the three times are each different; 
in terms of the supraworldly tathata, the three times are the same. 

As for the dharmata, there are action-dharmas ( karman ) and result-dharmas ( kf~ta ), causes-conditions 
(, hetupratyaya ) and fruits of retribution ( vipakaphala ), in the same way that fire ( tejas ) has heat ( usnatva ) as 
its nature and water ( ap -) has moistness ( dravatva ) as its nature. The causes-conditions and the fruits of 
retribution of these dharmas are distinguished. Each has its specific nature <2233> ( svalaksana ) as has 
been said (p. 1524-1527F) in regard to the power [of knowledge] concerning the possible and the 
impossible ( sthdndsthdnajndnabala ): that is the worldly ( laukiki ) dharmata. - But if one examines and 
considers the nature of things, one enters into the system of non-arising ( anutpdda ) and one does not depart 
from it: this is called anutpadakoti ‘intrinsic non-arising’. 

Objection [of the Sarvastivadin]. - But in this dharmata it is possible to discern the existence of the three 
times. The anutpadakoti is future ( andgata ) dharmas. Flow is there still the past (atita) and the present 
( pratyutpanna )? The Abhidharma gives the answer: “Dharmas having-arising (utpattika) are the past and 
the present; dharmas without-arising ( anutpattika ) are the future and unconditioned ( asamskrta ) dharmas.” 
That being so, why would you want the past and the present to be without-arising? 

Answer. - In many ways previously I have refuted the existence of dharma-having-birth: all dharmas are 
unborn (, anutpannah sarvadharmah). Why would the future be the only one to be without-birth? Above (p. 
76-79F), in interpreting the phrase “at one time”, I refuted the existence of the three times ( tiyadvan ). The 


114 Above, it was a matter of the tathata, the dharmadhatu and the bhutakoti, but it was to identify all three with 
nirvana. 
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three times have only one characteristic, namely, the absence of nature ( ekalaksanam yadutalaksanam ); 
that is their nature of non-arising ( anutpddalaksana ). 

Moreover, the anutpada is called nirvana because nirvana does not arise and does not cease. From 
beginning to end, nirvana is absolutely without rebirth ( apaunarbhavika ) and all dharmas are nirvana. 

This is why the Buddha speaks here of their anutpadakoti, ‘their intrinsic non-arising’. 


Purvamgamana 

Third Section ACQUIRING PRECEDENCE, ETC. 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 29,1. 9-14; SatasMahasrika, p. 94,1. 19-95,1. 9). - Furthermore, O Sariputra, the 
bodhisattva-mahasattva must practice the perfection of wisdom if he wants to acquire precedence over all 
the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas, become the assistant of all the blessed Buddhas, participate in the close 
circle of all the blessed Buddhas, have a large following, acquire a following of bodhisattvas and purify 
great offerings {Punar aparam Sariputra bodhisattvena mahasattvena sarvasravakapratyekabuddhanam 
purvamgamena bhavitukdmena, buddhanam bhagavatdm upasthdyakena bhavitukdmena, buddhanam 
bhagavatdm abhyantaraparivarena bhavitukdmena, <2234> mahdparivdrena bhavitukdmena, 
bodhisattvaparivdram pratilabdhukdmena, daksinam parisodhayatukdmena prajndpdramitdydm 
siksitavyam ). 


Sastra. - 

I. ACQUIRING PRECEDENCE OVER THE SRAVAKAS AND 
PRATYEKABUDDHAS 


Question. - Flow can the bodhisattva who has not yet acquired the cessation of the impurities (asravaksaya) 
take precedence over the holy individuals (diyapudgala ) whose impurities are destroyed ( ksindsarava )? 

Answer. - From his first production of the mind of bodhi (prathamacittotpdda ), the bodhisattva already 
takes precedence over all beings; what more can be said (kah punarvadah) when he has practiced ( caiyd) 
for many kalpas? 

The merits ( punya ) and knowledge (Jiidna ) of this bodhisattva are great; from lifetime to lifetime he has 
always been of great benefit to the sravakas and [303b] pratyekabuddhas. Out of recognition of the benefits 
(krtajnatd) of the bodhisattva, beings venerate him, esteem him and respect him even in his [earlier] animal 
existences. 115 


115 According to the Pali sources, the bodhisattva, in his earlier lifetimes, was an antelope, buffalo, bull, cock, crow, 
elephant, dog, lizard, duck, frog, garuda, goose, hare, horse, iguana, jackal, lion, lizard, monkey, parrot, partridge, 
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\Rurujataka]. n - Thus, at one time the Bodhisattva was a deer (; mrga ), his body golden in color 
( suvarnvarna ), his antlers (visana) made of the seven jewels (saptaratnamaya), and five hundred deer 
followed him as his servants. 

When the Bodhisattva lived [as a lay person] among men, he was, during the fortunate periods, a noble 
cakravartin king; but in <223 5> periods of corruption ( kasdyakala ), he was a great king protecting the 
Buddhadharma and benefiting beings. 117 

When the Bodhisattva left home ( pravrajita ) [to embrace the religious life], if the Dharma of a Buddha 
existed at that time, he was a great savior-teacher for the world; but if, [at that time], the Dharma of a 
Buddha did not exist, he was a great heretic teacher ( tfrthika mahacarya ) practicing the four immeasurables 
(apramdna ).' 18 

Although they are without impurities (andsrava), the arhats and pratyekabuddhas render only mediocre 
service: they are like a bushel of melted butter ( ghrta ) which, although shiny, is only the foam ( phena ) of 
the great ocean. The bodhisattva himself, despite his impure wisdom (sdsravaprajnd) and his maturations 
(paripdka ) renders immense service ( apramdndnugraha ). 


peacock, pigeon, quail, rat, deer, snake, vulture, wood-pecker, many times over (see General Index of Jdtaka Stories, 
ed. E. B. Cowell, vol. V-VI, s.v. Bodhisattva). Many animal existences are also noted in Cinq cents Contes et 
Apologues extraits du Tripitaka chinois by E. Chavannes; they are noted in Hobogirin, IV, p. 317, s.v. Chikushfi 

116 Pali Jataka, no. 482, p. 255-263 (transl. Jdtaka Stories, IV, p. 161-166); Lieou tou tsi king, T 152, no. 58, k. 6, p. 
33a6-b23 (transl. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 220-224); Kieou so louking, T 181, p. 452b-454a; Mulasarv. Vin., T 1450, 

k. 15, p. 175a27-176b6 (transl. Chavannes, Contes , IV, p. 122-128); Jatakamala, no. 26, p. 167-175 (transl. Speyer, p. 
234-244). - Illustrations: medallion from Bharhut with the inscription: Migajdtakam: A. K. Coomaraswamy, La 
sculpture de Bharhut, 1956, p. 72 and pi. XXIX, fig. 73; Ajanta, cave II; Boro-Budur (Leemans, pi. CLXIX). 

117 Human existences of the Bodhisattva as a lay-person: during the fortunate periods (bhadrakalpa) characterized by 
the appearance of Buddhas, he was a cakravartin king; during the periods of corruption (kasdyakala), he was a king. 
The Pali Jataka mentions no less than forty-eight lifetimes during which the Bodhisattva was a king ruling by the 
Dharma; see, e.g., the Vatamigajataka, I, p. 159,1. 11-12, the Mahasllavajataka, I, p. 268; the Ucchangajataka, I, p. 308, 

l . 22 . 

The five corruptions (kasaya) affect lifespan (ayus), beings (sattva), the afflictive emotions (klesa), wrong 
views (drsti) and the period (kalpa). See the notes of L. de La Vallee Poussin in Kosa, III, p. 193, 207. 

1 ,s Human existences of the Bodhisattva as a monk: if the Holy Dharma exists in the world, he is a model monk; if the 
Holy Dharma is not present, he is a great heretic teacher of high moral standards. Here the Traite has in mind the 
heretic Sunetra who practiced the four brahmaviharas, loving-kindness, etc., splendidly, and with whom Sakyamuni is 
identified in some versions of the Saptasuryopamasutra: see above, p. 520F, 2091-2092F and notes; also the 
Mahakarma-vibhanga, p. 37. 
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Finally, in regard to the four kinds of purifications ( caturvidhapariskdra ) that are the auxiliaries to 
enlightenment ( bodhipaksya ), 119 the arhats and pratyekabuddhas have received a great deal from the 
bodhisattva. 

[Suratngamasamddhisutra] . 1 2 " - Thus it is said in the <2236> Cheou-leng-king (Suramgamasutra), 
ManjusrT was a pratyekabuddjha 7,200,000 times and by converting people to the pratyekabuddha Vehicle, 
he helped them realize bodhi. 

This is why the bodhisattva has precedence over the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas. 


II. BEING THE ASSISTANT OF THE BUDDHA 


The bodhisattva ‘wants to be the assistant ( upasthayaka ) of the Buddhas’. 

1) Thus, when Sakyamuni had not yet left home ( anabhiniskranta ), he had Tch’e-ni (Chandaka) as helper 
(upasthayaka), Yeou-t’o-ye as play-mate ( ahakridanaka ), 121 Kiu-p’i-ye (Gopiya), Ye-chou-t’o (Yasodhara) 
and other women of the harem ( antahpura ) as his intimate entourage ( abhyantaraparivdra ). 122 

2) After he left home ( abhiniskrdnta ), during the six years in which he practiced asceticism (duskaracarya), 
he had the pancakas as assistants (upasthayaka). 121 ' 


119 The arhats and pratyekabuddhas are indebted to the bodhisattva for material benefits - clothing, food, furniture and 
medicines - and above all for spiritual benefits, teaching the thirty-seven factors of enlightenment which were the 
subject of chapter XXXI. 

The material benefits are known under the name of Caturvidha pujdpariskdra detailed in the fonnula: cTvcirci- 
pindapdta-sayandsana-gldnapratyayabhaisajya-pariskara: cf. Vinaya, III, P. 132,1. 8-9; DIgha, III, p. 268,1. 1; 
Samyutta, IV, p. 288,1. 12: 291,1. 5; Mahavastu, I, p. 49,1. 10; Avadanasataka, I, p. 1,1. 7; Divya, p. 143,1. 6„ etc. 

120 Passage from the Suramgamasamadhi, French transl., p. 245, §147, already cited above, p. 602F and 1907F. Later, 
the Traite (k. 75, p. 586a28) will explain that ManjusrT often simulated the nirvana of the pratyekabuddhas because at 
his time beings could be converted only by pratyekabuddhas. 

121 Cf. Mahavastu.III, p. 91,1. 7-9: Ayam tdva Chandaka sayeva Bhagavato kumarabhutasya upasthdyako etena 
sardham kumaro abhiniskranto, ayam pi Udayipurohitaputro Bhagavto kumarabhutasya darakavayasyo abhusi 
sahapamsukndanako. - Jataka, I, p. 86,1. 14-15: So (Kaludayi) kira rahho sabbatthasddhako abbhantariko 
ativissasiko Bodhisattena saddhim ekadivase jato sahapamsukilito sahayo. 

12i Like most other sources, the Traite acknowledges only two legitimate wives to Sakyamuni: Gopiya who was sterile 
and Yasodhara, mother of Rahula. For the women of the Buddha before his Great Departure, see above, p. 1001F foil. 
For Gopa or Gopiya, whose sex has been debated, see Suramgamasamadhi, French transl., p. 172-173note. 

123 During the six years between his Great Departure (abhiniskramana) and his enlightenment (abhisambodhana), 
Sakyamuni had as assistants the Won jen ‘Five men’, two characters often used by the Chinese translators to render the 
Sanskrit expression Pancakabhadravargryah (Lalita, p. 245,1. 16; Mahavastu, II, p. 241,1. 2). These are the five 
individuals ‘of good family’ who helped the Bodhisattva during his six years of austerities, abandoned him when he 
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3) After his enlightenment, Mi-hi (Meghiya), Lo-t’o (Radha), Siu-na-tch’a-to-lo (Sunaksatra), A-ncin 
(Ananda), Mi-tsi-li-che (Guhyaka Malla), etc., formed his close entourage (, abhyantaraparivara ).' 
<2237> 

renounced his mortifications, heard the great Sermon at Benares and became, after Sakyamuni, the first five arhats in 
the world (Catusparisad, p. 170). Their names are Ajnatakaundinya, Asvajit, Vaspa, Mahanaman and Bhadrika. 

124 Many were the upasthayakas who assisted the Buddha Sakyamuni during his public life: five according to the 
Traite, p. 1675F; seven according to the Commentary of the Theragatha ( Psalms of the Brethren, p, 350) and the 
Commentary of the Udana, p. 217; eight according to the Vinayamatrka, T 1463, k. 5, p. 827cl2-14; see above, p. 
1675-75F note. The bodhisattva Guhyaka Vajrapani does not appear in this list. If the Traite thinks it proper to add him 
here, it is clearly in reference to the section of the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya in which the journey into the north-west of 
India made by the Buddha accompanied by Ananda and Vajrapani. 

Above (p. 547F), the Traite alluded to this voyage and, with the help of the Tibetan and Chinese sources, the 
only ones available to me (Lamotte), I tried (p. 548-554F) to retrace the grand stages. Since then, the 1948 publication, 
with the careful clarifications of N. Dutt, of many Sanskrit pages relating to this episode (Gilgit Manuscripts, III, part I, 
p. XVII to XVIII, and 1. 17, 1948), I have been able to retrace more precisely the itinerary followed by the Buddha and 
his companions (cf. Alexandre et le Bouddhisme , BEFEO, XLIV, 1951, p. '52-158). 

The subject has been entirely revived by the two monumental studies of G. Tucci dedicated to Swat: 
Preliminary Reports on the Italian Excavations in Swat (Pakistan), in East and West, IX, 1958, p. 279-328 (see 
especially the notes appearing on pages 326-328 (see also pages 61 to 64). These studies, where the great Italian master 
uses all his talents, abound in details of topography, geography, ethnology and literary history, politics, monastics of 
the north-west of India. They show the importance of the Dardes in the elaboration and transmission of the voluminous 
and complete Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya. 

In the course of his journey in the north-west, the Buddha used three itineraries: i ) an itinerary in six stages, 
from Hastinapura to Rohitaka; ii ) an itinerary in 17 stages starting from Tamasavana and retrunbing to Rohitala; Hi) an 
itinerary linking Rohitaka and Mathura. 

In the first and the third, he was assisted by Ananda; in the second, he was accompanied by Vajrapani. This 
explains why the Traite here includes Vajrapani in the close entourage ( abhyantaraparivara ) of the Buddha. 

But at this time, Vajrapani was merely a simple protector demon occasionally mentioned in the canonical 
sources; he was still engaged, especially in the north-west of India, in this process of becoming sublimated which 
transfonned him successively into a beneficent spirit, into a bodhisattva, into a god and, finally, even into the supreme 
being (see Vajrapani en Inde, in Melanges de Sinologie offerts d Paul Demieville, I, 1966, p. 113-159). In harmony 
with a very widespread Mahayanist belief, the Traite considers Guhyaka Vajrapani to be a bodhisattva prevailing over 
all the bodhisattvas, all the more so over humans (p. 615F) and already in possession of bodhi (k. 39, p. 344a28-29). 

The role played by Vajrapani in the Buddha’s service does not eclipse that of Ananda, the devoted disciple. 
The latter kept his official title of upasthayaka and fulfilled his mission conscientiously during the last twenty-five 
years of the master’s life. The Mahayanists have never contested the foremost position that Ananda occupied at the 
Council of Rajagrha where he recited the sutras of the Tripitaka. They further wanted to include Ananda with the great 
bodhisattvas such as ManjusrI, Maitreya, Vajrapani, to compile the scriptures of the Mahayana (cf. p. 939-942F, n.). 
They know that a large number of Mahayana sutras were entrusted by the Buddha himself to the care of Ananda as well 
as entrusting the dedications (panndand ) with which they end. At the time when the Traite was composed, the grand 
figures of Ananda and the bodhisattva Vajrapani were closely linked and mutually complemented each other. In the 
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III. ACQUIRING A GREAT ENTOURAGE 


The bodhisattva wishes to acquire a great entourage ( mahdparivdra ). Holy individuals (diyapudgala ) such 
as Cho-li-fou (Sariputra), <2238> Mou-k’ien-lien (Maudgalyayana), Mo-ho-kia-cho (Mahakasyapa), Siu- 
p’ou-t’i (Subhiiti), Kia-tchan-yen (Katyayana), Fou-leou-na (Puma), 1 5 A-ni-lou-teou (Animddha), etc., and 
also the non-regressing bodhisattvas ( avaivartika ), separated from buddhahood by only one lifetime 
(< ekajatipratibaddha ), such as Mi-lo (Maitreya), Wen-chou-che-li (Manjusn), P’o-t’o-p’o-lo (Bhadrapala), 
are called the great entourage ( mahdparivdra ) of Sakyamuni. 126 

Furthermore, the Buddha has two kinds of bodies: i) a body born of the fundamental element 
( dharmadhatujakaya ); ii) a body in accord with the world ( lokanuvartakakaya ). 127 The worldly body 
(laukikakdya) had the already-mentioned entourage. As for the body born of the fundamental element, it 
had as assistants ( upasthdyakdya ) innumerable ( aprameya ) and incalculable ( asamkhyeya ) bodhisattvas 
separated from buddhahood by only one single existence ( ekajatipratibaddha ). Why? 

[ Gandavyuhasutra ]. - It is said in the Pou-k’o-sseu-yi-kiai-t’o king (Acintyavimoksasutra) 128 that when he 
was born, the Buddha was the head of 84-000 bodhisattvas separated from buddhahood by only one 
existence ( ekajatipratibaddha ) and that these bodhisattvas were born in his entourage like dark clouds 
encircling the moon. 


close entourage of the Buddha, the former represents the Hmayana or rather the early Buddhism; the latter embodies 
the Mahayana, but both are in the service of the Buddha and his Dhanna. 

125 Purna-maitrayaniputra. 

126 This is indeed a mixed ( misra ) entourage consisting of sravakas and bodhisattvas. 

In bygone days long past, Bhadrapala at the head of five hundred monks had insulted the bodhisattva 
Sadaparibhuta who was none other than Sakyamuni in one of his earlier rebirths. As a result of this offense, he had to 
undergo incalculable periods of terrible punishments. He was converted by hearing the Lotus sutra and became an 
irreversible bodhisattva (cf. Saddharmapund, chap. XIX, p. 375-384). He appears at the head of the twenty-two major 
bodhisattvas who were present at the preaching of the Prajnaparamita; he was then an old man of the Vaisya caste and 
lived in Rajagrha (see above, p. 428-429F). He plays a principal part in the Pratyutpannasamadhisutra, also entitled 
Bhadrapalasutra. As the Traite has related above (p. 425-426F), it was he who explained the subjectivity and emptiness 
of dhannas to the three brothers who, in dreams, had had sexual relations with the courtesans Amrapali, Sumana and 
Utpalavarna (cf. T 416, k. 1, p. 876a; T 417, p. 899a; T 418, k. 1, p. 905a-b; T 419, p. 922a-b, as well as the comments 
of P. Demieville, La Yogacarabhumi de Samgharaksa, BEFEO, XLIV (1954), p. 355 and 431). 

127 A body already noted, p. 1780-1781F, 1805F, 1818F, 1908F 

128 The Traite refers to the Gandavyuha sometimes under the title Pou-k ’o-sseu-yi king = Acintyasutra (Chinese transl, 
p. 94b, 317a, 419a), sometimes under that of Pou-k’ o-sseu-yi kiai-t’o king = Acintyavimoksasutra (transl. p. 303b, 
308b, 576c, 754b, 756b). 
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[,SaddharmapundarTkasutra ]. 129 - It is said in the Fa-houa king <2239> (Pundarikasutra) that the 
bodhisattvas who arose from the earth each had a close entourage ( abhyantaraparivara ), a great entourage 
(mahaparivara ). <2240> 


IV. ACQUIRING A BODHISATTVA ENTOURAGE 


The bodhisattva wishes to acquire ‘a bodhisattva entourage’ ( parivara ). 

There are Buddhas who are surrounded only by bodhisattvas; there are Buddhas who are surrounded only 
by sravakas; there are Buddhas who are [303c] surrounded by both bodhisattvas and sravakas. This is why 
the Prajnaparamitasutra says here that, in order to acquire an entourage composed exclusively of 
bodhisattvas, the bodhisattva must practice the Prajnaparamita. 


12<) Saddharmapundarika, beginning of chapter XIV, BodhisattvaprthivTvivarasamudgama, p. 297-298, of which, the 
translation by Bumouf follows: [This passage does not appear in the Gilgit manuscripts, ed. S. Watanabe, chap. XIV, 
BodhisattvaprthivTsamudgamana, the first pages of which have not been found], - Atha khalv anyalokadhatvagatandm 
bodhisattvdndm mahasattvanam astau Ganganadivalukasama bodhisattva mahasattvas tasmin samaya tatah 
parsanmandalad ... ya itah Sahaya lokadhdtor dharanmwarebhyah samunmajjante sma/ 

Transl. - Then bodhisattva-mahasattvas, as numerous as the sands of eight Ganges, making up a part of those 
bodhisattvas who had come from other universes, arose in that moment in the midst of the assembly. Joining their 
palms together in respect, facing the Bhagavat and having worshipped him, they addressed him thus: If the Bhagavat 
will allow us, we too would explain this teaching of the Dharma in the Saha universe when the Tathagata has entered 
complete nirvana. May we be able to teach it, worship it, write it! May we be able to dedicate our efforts to this 
teaching of the Dharma! May the Bhagavat grant us also this teaching of the Dharma! Then the Bhagavat said to these 
bodhisattvas: What is the use, O sons of good family, of making you responsible for this duty? In this Saha universe, I 
have millions of bodhisattvas, in number equal to the sands of sixty Ganges, who serve as the retinue of one single 
bodhisattva. Now there are millions of bodhisattvas of this latter kind, in number equal to that of the sands of sixty 
Ganges, who, when I have entered full nirvana at the end of time, in the last period, will have this explanation of the 
Dharma, who will preach it, who will explain it. 

Hardly had the Bhagavat pronounced these words than the Saha universe 
split open on all sides, was covered with cracks, and in the middle of these cracks there appeared hundreds of thousands 
of myriads of koti of bodhisattvas whose bodies were golden in color, endowed with the thirty-two signs marking the 
Great Man, who, having been under this great earth in the space situated below, came into the Saha universe; indeed, as 
soon as they had heard the words pronounced by the Bhagavat, they issued from the bosom of the earth. Each of these 
bodhisattvas had a retinue of millions of bodhisattvas, in number equal to that of the sands of sixty Ganges, forming 
behind them a troop, a huge troop of which he was the preceptor. These bodhisattva-mahasattvas, followed thus by 
these troops, these huge troops, troops of which they were the preceptors and which were seen in hundreds of 
thousands of myriads of koti in number equal to that of the sands of sixty Ganges, had come together from the cracks in 
the eart to appear in this Saha universe. 
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There are three kinds of entourage ( parivara ): superior, middling and inferior. The inferior one is made up 
of sravakas alone; the middling one is a mixture [of sravakas and bodhisattvas]; the superior one consists 
only of bodhisattvas. 


V. PURIFYING GREAT OFFERINGS 


The bodhisattva wishes ‘to purify great offerings {daksina /. 130 

Some say: The bodhisattva collects much merit ( punya ) but does not eliminate his afflictive emotions 
( klesa ); [that is why], by accepting the pious offerings {daksind) of people, he does not purify them {na 
parisodhayati). - But the Buddha has said that for the bodhisattva <2241> who is practicing the perfection 
of wisdom, all dharmas are empty {sunya) and non-existent ( anupalbdha ) and all the more so the fetters 
( samyojana ). Once having entered into the fundamental element {dharmadhatu), the bodhisattva does not 
realize the limit of the truth (bhutakotim na sdksdtkaroti ): this is why he is able to purify the gifts [made to 
him]. 

Furthermore, the bodhisattva has very great ( vipula ) merits: from the first production of the mind of bodhi 
(prathamacittotpdda ) he wants to take the place of each being in particular to undergo all the sufferings [in 
that being’s place]. Fie wants to give all his merits to all beings and only after that to find the bodhi of the 
Buddhas {abhisambodhi) for himself. But not being able to realize such a task alone, he will end up 
becoming Buddha and saving all beings. 

Furthermore, the altruistic wishes {pranidhdna ) of the bodhisattva are beyond calculation ( asamkhyeya ). As 
the world of beings ( loka ), the tathata, the dharmadhatu, the bhutakoti, the akasa, etc., last for a long time 
{cimsthitika), so the intention of the bodhisattva to remain in the world for the benefit of beings (sattvanam 


130 Kumarajlva translates parisodhayitum by the characters tsing-pcio ‘purifying-rewarding’. The bodhisattva purifies 
the offerings made to him by accepting them and consuming them: thus he increases the merit (punya ) of the donor. 

The merit of the gift is of two kinds: i) the merit produced by abandonment ( tyagdnvaya ), merit resulting from the mere 
fact of abandoning; ii) the merit produced by enjoyment {paribhoganvaya ), merit resulting from the enjoyment by the 
person who receives, of the object given (cf. Kosabhasya, p. 272,1. 5-6: Dvividham hi puny am tyaganvayam tyagad eva 
yad upapadyate, paribhoganvayam ca deyadharmaparibhogcid yad utpadyate). 

For reasons explained in the Pali Vinaya, II, p. 125, and Anguttara, IV, p. 344-345, the sa"gha may avoid or 
refuse the offerings of a layperson and ‘him the begging-bowl upside down’ (pattarn nikkujjati). Such a refusal, 
although it does not entirely destroy the merit of the gift, does not ‘purify’ it: a gift made remains made ( krta ), but if the 
beneficiary does not accept it and does not consume it, it is not ’accumulated’ ( upacita ). Accepting a gift is to ‘purify’ 
it (parisodhana) and increase the merit of the donor. 

The bodhisattva wants to accept the great offerings ( daksind) made to him not out of personal interest but to 
increase the merit of his benefactors. 
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hitdya) is of long duration as well and knows no limits (pa>yanta)\ ui If such a man cannot purify the merits 
of the offerings [made to him], who then can? A father and a mother, however heavy their fetters 
( samyojana ), dedicate their entire lives so that their son may be very fortunate; how then could the 
bodhisattva, who has no fetters and who for an infinite number of lifetimes dedicates himself 
(i anantajanmasu ) to the welfare of beings, be unable to purify the offerings? 

Finally, if a bodhisattva endowed only with compassion ( karunacitta ) but without wisdom ( prajna) is 
already so beneficial, what can be said of the bodhisattva cultivating the perfection of wisdom? 

Question. - But how can the bodhisattva who has no more fetters still take on rebirths in the world? 

Answer. - 1 have already answered that above (p. 1826F). The bodhisattva who has obtained the 
acquiescence that dharmas do not arise ( anutpattikadharmaksdnti ), who has obtained a body born of the 
fundamental element (dhannadhdtujakdya), who manifests by metamorphosis in different places <2242> is 
able to save beings ( sattvatdrandya ) and adorn the universes ( lokadhdtuparisodhandya ). As a result of 
these merits ( punya ), even before becoming Buddha, he can purify the offerings (daksind). 


Dustacittaparivarj ana 

Fourth Section AVOIDING EVIL MINDS 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 29, 1. 14-18; Satasahasrika, p. 95, 1. 11-20). - Moreover, Sariputra, the 
bodhisattva-mahasattva who wishes to not produce thoughts of avarice, immorality, malice, laziness, 
distraction or false wisdom should practice the perfection of wisdom ( Punar aparam Sariputra 
bodhisattvena mahasattvena matsaryacittam dauhsTlyacittam vydpddacittam kausidyacittam viksepacittam 
dausprajnacittam anutpddayitukamena prajndpdramitdyam siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - These six kinds of minds that are evil close the door to the six perfections (paramita). 


I. MIND OF AVARICE 

Thus, when the bodhisattva is practicing generosity ( ddna ) and a mind of avarice (matsarya) arises in him, 
it makes the gift impure ( avisuddha ); sometimes, he will not give pure things; or if he gives external things, 

131 Thus, when Manjusri was king Akasa, in the presence of the Tathagata Meghasvara, he applied his mind to perfect 
enlightenment and formulated the following vow: 

Nahcim tvaitarupena bodhim prdptum ihotscihe / 
pardntakotim sthasyami satvasyaikasya kdrandt // 

“I am in no haste to attain enlightenment and I will remain here until the end while there remains a single 
being to be saved” (Ratnakuta, T 310, k. 59, p. 346a9-10, cited in Siksasamuccaya, p. 14,1. 7-8; compare 
Bodhicaryavatara, III, v. 21. 
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he does not [304a] give a lot of them; or if he gives inwardly, he does not give fully: all of this because of 
the thought of avarice. 

But if the bodhisattva cultivates the perfection of wisdom, he knows that all dharmas are without ‘me’ 
(i anatman ), without ‘mine’ (, anatmiya ), empty ( sunya ), like a dream ( svapnopama ), like a magic show 
(: mayopama ); then he gives his body {kayo), his head ( siras ), his eyes (; nayana ), his bones (, asthi ), his 
marrow ( majjd) as if they were [ordinary] bits of grass or pieces of wood ( trnakdstha ). L ’ 2 Although this 
bodhisattva has not yet attained sambodhi, he always avoids producing a thought of avarice and [to this 
end] he will practice the perfection of wisdom. <2243> 


II. THOUGHT OF IMMORALITY 


Other people, having attained bodhi by renunciation of desire ( vairagya ), do not produce the thought of 
immorality ( dauhsflyacitta ). The bodhisattva, because he is practicing the perfection of wisdom, envisages 
nothing as immoral. Why? Morality (slid) is the abode (dvdsd) of all good qualities ( kusalaguna ), just as 
the earth ( prthivi) is the support ( asraya ) and the basis for all things ( dravya ). An immoral man cannot 
obtain any bodhi; how then would he be able to obtain the supreme and perfect sambodhi? This is why the 
bodhisattva produces no thought of immorality. 

Moreover, he has the following thought: It is a rule for bodhisattvas to create happiness for beings; 
the immoral man, however, disturbs the entire world. This is why the bodhisattva does not produce any 
mind of immorality nor, a fortiori, any immoral [action]. 


III. MIND OF MALICE 


It is already forbidden to a HInayanist or a lay person ( prthagjana ) to produce a thought of malice 
(v ydpadacitta), all the more reason it is forbidden to a bodhisattva who has produced the mind of supreme 
perfect enlightenment. 

The body (kayo) is a vessel of suffering ( duhkhabhdjana ): it suffers vexations. Thus the murderer 
(vadhaka) himself goes to his punishment: of what he himself has committed, he himself suffers the 
consequences, 133 he cannot give it to another. Only by protecting his own mind is he able not to experience 
malice. It is like when one is suffering from wind ( vdtya ), rain ( varsa ), cold (sita) or heat ( usna ), there is no 
use in becoming irritated. 


132 On these gifts, commemorated mainly on the great stupas in north-western India, see above, p. 143-145F, note. 

133 Canonical recollection: Majjhima, III, p. 181: Taya v’etampdpam kammam katam; tvaii iieva tassa vipakam 
patisamvedissasi. 
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Furthermore, the bodhisattva has the following thought: If the bodhisattva seeks to become Buddha, it is as 
a result of his great compassion ( mahakarund). When he gives himself up to anger ( dvesa ), he is violating 
his vows. The wicked man does not obtain the happiness of this world ( laukikasukha ); how then would he 
obtain the bliss of bodhi? The wicked man does not find happiness for himself; how could he give it to 
others? <2244> 


IV. MIND OF LAZINESS 


The lazy man ( kusida ) cannot realize worldly deeds; how then would he realize supreme complete 
enlightenment? When pieces of wood ( arani ) are rubbed together to make fire and if [in this [process] one 
is interrupted many times, one never gets a fire made. 


V. DISTRACTED MIND 


The distracted mind ( viksepacitta ) is like a lamp ( dipa ) in the wind which has light but does not illuminate 
objects. It is the same for the wisdom ( prajna) in a distracted mind. Wisdom is the root (mulct) of all good 
dharmas (kusaladharmd). In order to realize (abhinirhr-) this wisdom, it is first necessary to concentrate the 
mind: it is only afterwards that one will realize it. A drunk man (unmatta) makes no distinction between his 
own interest (svdrtha) and the interest of others ( pardrtha ), between beautiful things (suvarna) and ugly 
things (durvarna). It is the same for the man with a distracted mind: unable to recognize well beautiful 
worldly (laukika) things, how would he discern the supramundane (lokottara) dharmas? 


VI. MIND OF FALSE WISDOM 


The mind of a silly person (mudha) cannot attain success or setbacks 134 or, a fortiori , subtle (suksma) and 
profound ( gambhtra ) notions. A man deprived of sight [304b] falls into the ditch or takes wrong paths; it is 
the same for the man deprived of knowledge; without the eye of wisdom ( prajndcaksus ), he adopts 
(abhinivisate) wrong doctrines (mithyddharma) and does not welcome the right view ( samyagdrsti ). Such a 
man has no success in the worldly things near him ( sanupe ); how could he have it in supreme perfect 
enlightenment? 


134 The silly person is incapable of appreciating the banalities of the present life. 


1854 



By practicing the perfection of wisdom, the bodhisattva can counteract the six opposing [vices] 135 
(sadvipaksa) and purify (parisodhayati ) <2245> the six perfections ( pdramita). This is why the 
Prajnaparamitasutra says here that the bodhisattva who does not want to produce the six opposing [vices] 
should practice the perfection of wisdom. 


Punyakriyavastu 

Fifth Section ESTABLISHING BEINGS IN THE 

punyakriyavastus 


PRELIMINARY NOTE. 


The punya-kriya-vastus are the places of the practicing (vastu = adhisthana ) of meritorious ( punya) action 
( kriyd). 

The expression is rendered in Tibetan by bsod-nams bya-bahi dnos-pa, in Chinese as fou-tch’ou by 
Kumarajlva, as fou-ye-che by Hiuan-tsang. 

According to the canonical sutras (DIgha, III, p. 218; Anguttara, IV, p. 241; Itivuttaka, p. 51), these places 
of practicing are three in number: 

i) generosity: ddna, sbyin, che in Kumarajlva, pou-che in Hiuan-tsang. 

ii) morality: sila, tshul-khrims, tch ’e-kiai in Kumarajlva, kiai in Hiuan-tsang. 

Hi) meditation: bhdvand, bsgom-pa, sieou-ting in Kumarajlva, sieou in Hiuan-tsang. 


As the Kosa, IV, p. 232, comments, the three things - generosity, morality and meditation - are merit, action 
and place of practice, each according to its nature ( punyam api etat trayam kriydpi vastv api yathdyogam iti 
punyakriyavastu). 

In this context, generosity is not the thing given ( deya ), but rather ‘that by means of which something is 
given’ (dfyate yena tad ddnam), namely, the act {kriyd) of giving. Giving is a physical and vocal action and 
that which produces this action ( kdyavdkkarman sotthanam): a collection of mind-and-metal-events by 

135 The characters lieou pi used here by Kumarajlva certainly correspond to Sadvipaksa: cf. Mahayanasutralamkara, p. 
164,1.17, to its Chinese version in T 1604, k. 12, p. 651c4. This concordance hs been shown by G. M. Nagao in his 
Index to the Mahaydna-Sutrdlamkdra, I, p. 221,1. 21. 

The sadvipaksa s are the six evil minds, avarice, etc., opposing the six paramitas: see also Sutralamkara, p. 

166,1. 1-2; Samgrahopanibandhana, T 1598, k. 7, p. 422bl9-21; Abhidharmasamuccayavyakhya, T 1606, k. 12, p. 
750a25-28. Other references in H. Nakamura, Bukkyfigo Daijiten , III, p. 1450c-d. 
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means of which this physical and vocal action is produced (yena kaldpenacaittakaldpa). But the Buddha 
said (Anguttara, III, p. 415) that action is volition ( cetand) and action after having willed ( cetayitvd 
karman); this is why, according to the Kosa (IV, p. 233), some scholars claim that, to be precise, 
meritorious action is good volition ( kusalacetand); generosity, morality and meditation are the place of 
practice ( vastu) of this volition. 

The second place of practice of meritorious action is morality (silo), more precisely, the fivefold morality 
consisting of abstention from killing, theft, illicit sexual activity, falsehood and liquor. These five 
abstentions (prativirati ) are not actions strictly speaking and have been studied above (p. 784-819F). 

Anguttara, IV, p. 241-243, explains that generosity and morality can be practiced in a small way, a medium 
way or a grand way. They procure, respectively, <2246> rebirth among unfortunate people, among 
fortunate people, or among the six classes of gods of the desire realm. 

Of greater benefit still is the place of practice consisting of meditation (bhdvand). According to the 
Itivuttaka, p. 19-22, the value of material gifts is only a sixteenth part of that of meditation, and the best 
meditation is loving-kindness (maitri) or the mind of loving-kindness ( maitrdcitta ), the first of the 
immeasurables ( apramdna ), also called brahmaviharas because they assure <2246> rebirth among the 
higher gods of mpadhatu (= Brahmaloka) and ampyadhatu (see Traite, p. 1264-1267F, note). 

The three punyakriyavastus are defined in the Sarvastivadin Abhidharmas such as the 
Samgltiparyaya, T 1536, k. 5, p. 385cl2-386a26 (transl. K. Mittal and V. Rosen, p. 81-82) and the 
Mahavibhasa, T 1545, k. 82, p. 424b20-25. 

* 

The Mahaprajnaparamitasutras add two other punyakriyavastus to the three basic ones, but there are 
divergences among the original Sanskrit and their various Chinese and Tibetan versions. 

Pancavimsati, p. 30, 1. 1-2: vaiydvrtyasahogatam caupadhikam punyakriyavastu, place of practice 
accompanied by service and material place of practice. 

Satasahasrika, p. 96, 1. 7-8 and 10: aiiydpathasahagatam punyakriyavastu, ... ausadhikasahagatam 
(correct: aupadhikasahagatam) punyakriyavastu, place of practice accompanied by material objects. 

Version of Hiuan-tsang, T 220, vol. VII, k. 402, p. 9cl3: kong che fou ye che (upasthdnam 
punyakriyavastu ) and yeou yi fou ye che (aupadhikam punyakriyavastu), place of practice consisting of 
service, and place of practice consisting of material objects. 

Tibetan version in Tib. Trip. Vol. 18, no. 731, p. 54, fol. 36b7: rim gro las byun ba dan /dhospo thams cad 
byun las bsod nams bya bahi dhos po / 

In his translation of the present passage (T 1509, p. 304b8-9), Kumarajlva departs considerably from the 
original Indian. He mentions two fou-tch ’ou (punyakriyavastu), the first consisting of k ’iuan-tao , the 
second of ts ’ai and fa. K’iuan-tao perhaps is the original Indian samdddpana (cf. G. M. Nagao, Index to the 
Mahaydna-Sutrdlamkdra, I, p. 258) and would mean an ‘incentive (in Tib., bskul-ba) to do something’. As 
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for ts ai-fa , it can only mean the two kinds of generosity - material gift (amisadana ) and the gift of the 
Dharma or teaching (, dharmaddna ) - mentioned in the sutras (Anguttara, I, p. 91; Itivuttaka, p. 98). 

The Mahavyutpatti, no. 1700-1704 also has five punyakriyavastus. 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 29, 1. 18-30, 1. 2; Satasahasrika, p. 96, 1. 1-11). - Furthermore, O Sariputra, the 
bodhisattva-mahasattva must practice the perfection of wisdom of he wants to establish all beings in the 
place of practice of the meritorious action consisting of generosity, in the place of practice consisting of 
morality, in the place of practice consisting of meditation, in the place of practice consisting of incentive; if 
he wants to establish beings in meritorious material works and in meritorious works of the Dharma ( Punar 
aparam Sariputra bodhisattvena mahdsattvena sarvasattvdn ddnamayapunyakriyavastuni 
silamayapunyakriyavastuni bhavandmayapunyakriyavastuni samddhdpanamayapunyakriyavastuni 
pratisthdpayitukdmena , sai'vasattvdn aupadhikapunyakriyavastuni dharmapunyakriyavastuni 
pratisthdpayitukdmena prajndpdramitdyam siksitavyam). 


Sdstra. - 

Question. - What is the place of practice of meritorious action ( punyakriydvastu ) called? 

Answer. - The Abhidharma says that merit ( punya ) is an action of body, speech or mind 
(kdyavdnmanaskarma ) that is good-impure ( kusalasdsrava ). 

Some say that it is unobscured-indeterminate ( anivrtdvydkrta ). Why? Because as a result of a good-impure 
action, one obtains as fruit of retribution (vipdkapjhala) a merit {punya ) which is also unobscured- 
indeterminate, and that this fruit of retribution, it too, is called merit. 1 ’ 6 In the same way, worldly people 
call ‘a meritorious man’ [not only the man who carries out meritorious actions] but the one who, having 
actualized great things, has multiplied his successes. 

In brief ( samksepena ), this merit is of three kinds: it consists of generosity ( ddna ), morality {silo) and 
meditation ( bhdvand). 


I. PUNYAKRIYAVASTU CONSISTING OF GENEROSITY 


1. Definition of generosity 


What is generosity {dana)l When one gives a man garments ( avara ), beds and seats ( sayanasana ), food 
and drink {annapdna), flowers (puspa), perfumes ( gandha ), necklaces ( muktahara ), etc., that is a ‘gift’. 

136 In other words, merit is not only the good-impure meritorious action, but also the unobscured-indeterminate fruit of 
retribution of this action. 


1857 



Question. - But [by themselves], these things, food, drink, etc., are already gifts. Why is it still necessary to 
give them? 

Answer. - No, these things - food, drink, etc. - are not gifts. It is at the moment when these things, food, 
drink, etc., <2248> are given that there arises in the mind [of the giver] a dharma of renunciation ( tydga) 
opposed to the thought of avarice ( matsaryacittasya vipaksa ) and called ‘merit consisting of generosity’ 
( danamayapunya ). 

This merit is sometimes pure (subha) and sometimes impure ( asubha ). It is always a good mental event 
(kusalacaitta) associated with the mind ( cittasamprayukta ), accompanying the mind (cittanuparivartiri) 
arising with the mind ( cittasahaja ). It is without form (rupa) and without shape ( samsthdna ). It is object- 
producing (alambamkarana)} 7 It is associated with action (karmasamprayukta), accompanying action 
(karmanuparivartiri) and arisen with action (karmasashaja). It is not fruit of retribution of an earlier action 
( purvakarmavipdkaphala ). It is developed by acquisition ( pratilambhabhavita ) and developed by practice 
(nisevanabhavita). It is to be realized by wisdom (prajhayd sdksTlartavya) and to be actualized 
physically (kdyena saksfkartavya). 9 It is acquired (prdpta ) by worldly persons ( prthagjana ) and also by 
the saints (diya). xw 

Others say that meritorious action consisting of generosity (ddnamayapunyakriyd) is the volition (cetand) 
associated with the gesture of renunciation ( tydgasamprayukta ). Why? Because it is action (karman) that 
produces the fruit of retribution ( vipdkaphala ) and volition is action. 141 Body ( kdya ) and speech (vac) are 
not, strictly speaking, action; it is when they arise from volition that they are called action. <2249> 

142 

2. Pure and impure generosity 


137 Object-producing as reflection (manasikdra), changing of the mind ( cittabhoga ); cf. Kosa, VII, p. 23. 

138 Cultivation (bhdvana) of dharmas is done in four ways: i) by acquisition (pratilambha ) of good dharmas not yet 
arisen; ii) by practice ( nisevana) of good dhannas already arisen; iii) by opposition (pratipaksa) to bad dhannas not yet 
arisen; iv) by driving out bad dharmas already arisen. See above, p. 1123-1124F, the definition of the four 
samyakpradhanas and compare Kosa, VII, p. 64. The meritorious action consisting of generosity is good (kusala) 
although impure; it can thus be cultivated by acquisition or by practice. 

139 According to DIgha, III, p. 230 and Anguttara, II, p. 183, there are four kinds of dharma to be witnessed, to be 
actualized (saksikaramya): i) to be witnessed by the body (kdyena), namely, the eight vimoksas, but particularly the 
third and the eighth vimoksa (see above, p. 1296F and notes); ii) to be witnessed by the memory (smrti), namely, earlier 
lifetimes ( purvanivasa ); iii) to be witnessed by the divine eye (divyacaksus), namely, deaths and births ( cyutyupapdda ); 
iv) to be witnessed by wisdom (prajnd ), namely, the destruction of the impurities (asravandm ksaya). - On the way of 
witnessing by means of the body, see Kosa, VIII, p. 210-211. 

140 In a word, according to the time-honored expression, it is prthagjandryasdmtanika (Kosabhasya, p. 458,1. 9). 

141 Anguttara, III, p. 415: Cetandham bhikkhave kammam vaddmi. 

142 This subject has been studied already, p. 664-666F, 1902-1903F. This entire section appears to be an amplification 
on a Danasutra and a Ddnavastusutrci dealing with the eight kinds of generosity and the motives (vastu) by which the 
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This gift {dana) is of two kinds: i) pure ( visuddhi ), ii) impure ( avisuddhi ). 

A. The following gifts are impure: 1) the nearby gift (dsadya dana), 2) the gift made out of fear 
( bhayaddna ) of losing the object; 3) the gift made out of fear of curses; 4) the gift because the object has no 
more use; 5) the gift made out of friendship ( maitrdddna ); 6) the gift made because one is seeking power 
( prabhdva ); 7) the gift because one obtains power by giving; 8) the [304c] gift made because death is close; 
9) the gift made with the view of a good reputation (kirtyartham danam)', 10) the gift made in order to be as 
famous as noble individuals; 11) the gift made out of jealousy ( irsya ); 12) the gift made out of pride 
(mana), saying to oneself: “Little people and low people give generously; why should not I, a noble and 
great individual, give?”; 13) the gift made in order to obtain blessing; 14) the gift made to attract good 
fortune and avoid bad luck; 15) the gift made in order to penetrate into a society ( parivdra ); 16) the gift 
made distractedly, without care and disregarding the beneficiary (pmtigrahaka ).There are many 
motivations of this type. 

These gifts aiming at benefits in the present life ( ihaloka ) are counter to purity ( visuddhi ) and are called 
impure ( avisuddha ). <2250> 

B. The pure ( visuddha ) gift is, as the sutra has said, 144 the gift to purify the mind ( cittavisodhanartham ), the 
gift to adorn the mind (mono ‘lamkdrdrtham), the gift to acquire the supreme goal (paramarthasya 
prdptaye), the gift producing a pure thought ( visuddhacitta ) capable of discerning what is favorable to 
nirvana. 

The gift made with a pure mind is like a young flower, unblemished, of beautiful color and exquisite 
perfume. It is said that if the gods give with impure intentions, the brilliance of their palace decreases; but if 

gift may be inspired: the first seven are self-interested and consequently impure ( avisuddhi ); only the eighth, aiming at 
detachment from the world and nirvana, is pure {visuddhi). 

As always, the Traite uses here the Sanskrit version of these sutras which may be found in the Sa"gTtisutra 
and the Sa ! 'gltiparyaya (ed. K. Mittal and V. Roen, p. 188-191), the Kosabhahasya, p. 270,1. 21-22 and the 
Kosavyakhya, p. 434,1. 31-435,1. 8: 

Astau ddnani: 1) dsadya ddnam daddti, 2) bhaydd ddnadadati, 3) addn me ddnam daddti. 4) dasyati me 
danam daddti, 5) dattam purvam me pitrbhih pitdmahair itidanam daddti, 6) svargdrtham ddnam daddti, 7) 
kirtyartham danam daddti, 8a) cittdlamkdrdrtham, 8b) cittapariskdrmartham, 8c) yogasambhdrdrtham, 8d) 
uttamarthasya prdptaye danam daddti. 

Transl. - Eight gifts: 1) the nearby gift, 2) the gift made out of fear, 3) the gift made ’because he gave to me’, 
4) the gift made ’so that he will give to me’, 5) the gift made because ‘my father and my grandfather gave’, 6) the gift 
made to gain heaven, 7) the gift with reputation in mind, 8a) the gift made to adorn the mind [to obtain rddhi], 8b) to 
strengthen the mind [with the margangas], 8c) to provide the mind in view of yoga, 8d) to attain the supreme good [i.e., 
arhathood, nirvana]. 

For the corresponding Pali version, see DIgha, III, p. 258,1. 10-16; Anguttara, IV, p. 236,1. 1-8; 236, 1. 13- 
237, 1. 3. The eighth gift is briefly formulated there: cittalankaracittaparik-khdrattham. 

143 Kosabhasya, p. 270,1. 21-22: Asadya ddnam yad dsannebhya upagatebhyo ddnam daddti paurdndh. - According to 
the early teachers, the dsadya gift (Pali: asajja) is made to persons who are ‘close’, i.e., having come from nearby. 

144 The Danastusutra which has just been cited. 
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they give with pure intention, the brilliance of their palace increases. The act of giving does not perish even 
after hundreds of myriads of lifetimes: it is like a debt (rna). 1 5 

3. Increase of merit 


Question. - How does the merit of generosity (, danapunya ) increase? 

Answer. - When one gives at the desired time {kale), one obtains an increase of merit ( punyabhivrddhi ). 

[Kalasutta].' 4 - As is said in the sutra: “When one gives in time of famine ( durbhiksa ), one obtains an 
increase of merit. When one gives to someone who has come from afar (dgantuka gamika) on desert trails 
or dangerous paths, when one gives constantly and uninterruptedly, when one thinks constantly of giving at 
the right time, then the merit of generosity increases.” See what has been said above (p. 1413-1419F) on 
the six recollections in respect to the recollection of renunciation ( tydganusmrti ). 

One gains much merit if one gives generously, if one gives to good people, if one gives to the Buddha, if 
the donor ( ddyaka ) and the recipient ( pratigrahaka ) are pure, if one gives with a firm intention 
(niyatacitta), if one gives an object that one has tried hard to acquire, if one gives absolutely all that one 
has, if one gives in exchange for other things, if one gives one’s servants ( bhrtya ), one’s lands, etc. 

Only the bodhisattva is the one who practices such gifts with resolve (dsaya). 

4. Models of generosity 


a. Bodhisattva jatakas 

[ Veldmajdtaka) . 147 - Thus the bodhisattva Wei-lo-mo (Velama), having made gifts for twelve years, still 
offered <2251> richly adorned dairy cows, vases made of the seven jewels, courtesans - the three groups 
each containing 84,000 items - and also other things made of wood and food (< annapana ) in incalculable 
amounts. 

[ Visvantarajdtaka). 148 - Thus the bodhisattva Siu-ti-nien-na (Sudinna), descending from his white elephant 
Chan-cheng (Sujaya), gave it to an enemy family; then, withdrawing to a distant mountain, he gave his two 


See above, p. 665F, n. 2. 

146 Kdlasutta (Anguttara, III.p. 41), already cited above, p. 671, n.l. 

147 Veldmajdtaka, see p. 677-688F. 

148 On the Visvantarajataka, see above, p. 713F, n. 1. Add to the references already mentioned, the Sanskrit story in the 
Miilasarvasvadin Vinaya in the Samghabhedavastu II, ed. R. Gnoli, p. 119-133. This Jataka has been the subject of 
some very interesting studies: D. Schlingloff, Die Jataka-Darstellungen in Hohle 16 von Ajanta, in Beitrage zur 
Indienforschung, 1977, p. 462-466; R. F. Gombrich, A Sinhalese Cloth Painting of the Vessantara Jataka, in Buddhism 
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dear children to a brahmana with twelve uglinesses; 149 finally, he gave his wife and his eyes to a fictive 
brahmana. At that very moment the earth shook ( bhumicala ); there was thunder and lightning and a rain of 
flowers fell from the sky. 

[Sarvamdadajataka]. 15 - Thus king Sa-p’o-ta-to (Sarvamdada) chained up his own body and gave it to a 
brahmana. 

[Sibijdtaka ]. 151 - Thus king Che-p’i (Sibi), in order to save a pigeon, removed [305a] a piece of flesh from 
his own body to exchange it for the pigeon. 

[Sasajdtaka]. 152 - Thus when the Bodhisattva was a hare ( sdsa ), he roasted his own flesh to give to a hermit 
(rsi ). 

All this is told in the P'ou-sa-pen-cheng king (Bohisattvajatakasutra). <2252> 


b. Sravaka jatakas. 

There are also gifts of the sravakas: 

[,Sumedhdjdtaka ]. 15 - Thus Siu-mi-t’opi-k’ieou-ni (Sumedha bhiksum) along with two co-disciples, built a 
vihara for the buddha Kia-na-k'ie-meou-ni (Kanakmuni) and, for numberless incalculable thousands of 
myriads of lifetimes, enjoyed bliss among the noble cakravartin kings and the devarajas. 


in Ceylon and Studies on Religious Syncretism in Buddhist Countries, ed. by H. Bechert, 1978, p. 78-88; S. Lienhard, 
La legende duprince Visvantara dans la tradition nepalais, in Arts Asiatique, XXXIV, 1978, p. 139-156. 

149 And not to “twelve ugly brahmanas” as I had translated it above, p. 713F, n. 1, line 13. The twelve uglinesses of the 
brahmana called Jujaka in the Pali jataka are listed in the T’ai tseu siu ta nouking, T 171, p. 421b22-24: "He had twelve 
kinds of ugliness: his body was black like pitch, on his face he had three calluses; the bridge of his nose was narrow; 
his two eyes were green; his face was wrinkled; his lips hung down; his speech was stammering; he had a big belly and 
a prominent rear-end; his legs were crooked and deformed; his head was bald” (transl. Chavannes, Contes , III, p. 379). 

150 Sarvamdadajataka told above, p. 714F. Add to the references the Karunapundarlka, ed. I. Yamada, II, p. 376-384. 

151 See p. 255-260F and notes, p. 287F, 1713F. 

152 An exhaustive study of this well-known jataka is in D. Schlinglof, Das Sasa-jdtaka , WZKS, XV, 1971, p. 57-67: 
literary souces in Pali, Sanskrit, Chinese and Turkish Uigur; representations in India (Ajanta, Amaravati, 
Nagarjunakonda, Goli), in Central Asia (Qyzil), Java (Borobudur). On p. 57, the author notes a Sasajataka incorporated 
in the Jatakamala (no. 4) of Haribhatta. This text has been published by M. Hahn, Haribhatta and Gfipadatta, in Studia 
philological buddhica, I (1977), p. 31-39, ed. by the Rciyukai Library of Tokyo. 

153 The successive lives of Sumedha are told in the Therlgathas, v. 448-522 (p. 167-174) and their commentary: Psalms 
of the Sisters (p. 164-165) as well as in the Apadana (p. 512-513). 

Under the buddha Konagamana, she and two of her companions, DhananjanI and Khema, made a gift of a 
vihara to the teacher. Under the buddha Kassapa, she was a friend of the seven daughters of king Kiki of Benares and, 
as an upasika, was noted for her generosity which won her rebirth among the gods for innumerable times. Finally, 
under the Buddha Sakyamuni, she was the daughter of king Konca of Mantavatl. She refused the hand of Anikadatta, 
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[Saivalajdtaka] . 154 Thus Che-p’o-lo (Saivala), enjoyed happiness from lifetime to lifetime and became an 
arhat for having offered a bottle of cream to the samgha: he is foremost among those who have found 
happiness {sukhalabhinam agiya). 

[Mallikajataka ]. 155 - Thus Mo-li-fou-jen (Mallika), for an offering <2253> to Siu-p’ou-t’i (Subhuti), 
obtained a fruit of retribution ( vipdkaphala ); she was the main wife of king Po-sseu-ni (Prasenajit), in the 
present lifetime ( ihaloka ). 


king of Varanavatl, whom her parents wished her to accept. After having converted her family and her entourage, foil 
of distaste for the world, she left home and became a nun. Shortly after, she attained arhathood. 

In Therlgatha, v. 518, she tells about the gift that she and her two companions made to Konagama: 

Bhagavati Konagamane samghdramamhi navanivesamhi / 
sakhiyo tmijaniyo viharadanam adasimha // 

1=4 For Saivala (in Pali, SIvali), see above, p. 1546F, n. 1 and 1547, n. 1. The Ekottara places Saivala among the 
physically and mentally happy men, always availing themselves of the four pujapariskara, - clothing, food, drink, bed 
and seat, medicine - and never falling into the three bad destinies. The Mahavibhasa, T 1545, k. 18, p. 90b23-25; k. 

101, p. 523a22-24, stresses his precocity during his successive lifetimes: as soon as he came into the world, he asked 
his parents if there was anything to give as alms. 

155 Jataka no. 415, III, p. 405-406. Mallika was the daughter of a garland-maker at Savatthi. At sixteen years of age, 
she went into a flower garden, met the Buddha there and offered him three balls of barley gruel ( kummasapinda) which 
she had been carrying in a basket of flowers. The Teacher accepted the offering and smiled. To Ananda who asked why 
he smiled, the Buddha explained: “This young girl, in reward for her gift, will this very day become the main queen of 
the king of Kosala (ayam kumarika imesam kummasapindakanam phalena ajj’eva Kosalaraniio aggamahesi 
bhavissati). Indeed, king Pasenadi who had just been conquered by Ajatasattu met the young girl in the garden and, 
finding her gentle as well as beautiful, saw her home. That same evening, he sent for her in great pomp, seated her on a 
pile of jewels and conferred on her the anointment reserved for queens. She became a faithful devotee of the Buddha as 
well as a good wife. 

However, in Jatakamala no. 3, p. 14-18, Mallika attributes her good fortune to an act of generosity she had 
performed in one of her previous lives: when she was a slave, she had given the remains of a meal ( uddrtabhakta) to a 
Muni whose impurities were destroyed. 

Here the Traite has it that in the course of a single lifetime Mallika became the main wife of Prasenajit as a 
result of a gift made to Subhuti and not to the Buddha. 

Having become queen, Mallika met the Buddha frequently. The Mallikdsutta of the Samyutta, I, p. 75, and 
the Udana, p. 47, tell that during a private conversation, Pasenadi asked Mallika if there was someone dearer to him 
than she herself. Without heditation, she replied: “Nobody is more dear to me than myself (n ’atthi kho me maharaja 
koc-ahho attana piyataro), and what is true for me is also true for you.” A little angry, the king went to consult the 
Buddha who said that Mallika clearly was right. Then the Teacher spoke the stanza repeated in the Sanskrit 
Udanavarga, V, v. 18 (p. 144): 

Sarva disas tv anuparigamya cetasa / 
naivadhyagat priyataram armanah k\>a cit// 

“Traveling in mind in every direction, never will you find someone dearer to yourself than you yourself.” 


1862 



[Sivdjdtaka]. l>h - Thus Che-p’o (Siva), for an offering to Kia-tchan-yen (Katyayana), obtained in the 
present existence a fruit of retribution: she is the main wife of king ( Tchan-t’o-tccheou-t’o 
(Candrapradyota). 

[Ugratagrhapatijataka]. 151 - Thus Yu-k’ie’t’o kiu-che (Ugratagrhapati), for offering to five hundred arhats, 
Cho-li-fou (Sariputra), etc., on the same day obtained a fruit of retribution: five hundred merchants ( vanij ) 
who recieved the remains of his food each gave him a necklace ( muktahdra ) and he became rich 
immediately. As a result he was called ‘suddenly rich’ Ugrata. 

Such gifts find their fruit of retribution in this very lifetime, and we should know that the Upadesa declares 
them to be inexhaustible ( aksaya ). <2254> 


II. PUNYAKRIYAVASTU CONSISTING OF MORALITY 


The place of practice of meritorious action consisting of morality (, silamayapunyakriyavastu ) is, in the 
words of the Buddha, meritorious action ( punyakriyd ) consisting of the five precepts {pancasfla ). 158 

Question. - What are the characteristics ( laksana ) of the wrong-doing of killing (prdndtipdta )? 159 

Answer. - Depriving someone of life, knowing full well that he is a living being ( prdnasamjm jivitdd 
vyavaropayati), is to commit the wrong-doing of killing {prdndtipdta ). To kill for no reason, calmly, 
absent-mindedly, is not committing the wrong-doing of killing; to deprive of life inattentively ( viksepa ) or 
out of mental disturbance (ksiptacitta) is not committing a wrong-doing of killing; to inflict a wound, 
(vrana) even though mortal, is not committing a wrong-doing of killing; a physical act ( kdyakannan ) not 
involving death is not a wrong-doing of killing; a simple act of body or speech (vdkkAakarman) is not a 
wrong-doing of killing [because bad intention is lacking]; by itself, bad intention is not enough [because the 
implementation is absent]. 


156 For having made a gift to the great disciple Mahakatyayana, then chaplain to Candapradyota, king of Avanti, Siva, 
otherwise unknown, became the king’s wife. 

157 This is probably Ugrata-of-Vaisall (in Pali, Ugga Avesalika) who made six delightful gifts to the Buddha 
(Manapadayisutta of Anguttara, III, p. 49-51) and who was proclaimed the foremost of the upasakas who make 
pleasing gifts Anguttara, I, p. 26: mandpaddyakdnam agga). The Buddha recognized eight wondrous extraordinary 
qualities in him {Uggasutta in Anguttara, IV, p. 208-212; Madhyama, T 26, k. 9, p. 479c-481b); one day, he explained 
to him how certain beings are parinirvanized in this very life and others not (Vesdlisutta in Samyutta, IV, p. 109; 
Samyukta, Y 99, k. 9, p. 57b28-cl3). 

As homonym, Ugrata had Ugra-of-Hastigrama (in Pali, Ugga hatthigamaka), proclaimed the foremost of the 
upasaka benefactors of the Community (Anguttara, I, p. 26: sanghapatthdkdncun agga). Although the lives of the two 
grhapatis are atrangely similar, the Commentary of the Anguttara, I, p. 394-396, dedicates distinct notes to them. 

158 Seep. 819-825F. 

159 See p. 784-789F and n. 
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The stopping, abstaining ( prativirati ) of this wrong-doing [of killing] constitutes the good characteristic of 
the first precept. 

According to some, this abstention is unobscured-indeterminate (, anivrtavyakrta ). It belongs to the desire 
realm ( kdmadhdtvavacara ) or to no realm ( anavacara ). It is neither mind ( citta ) nor mental event ( caitta ), 
neither associated with the mind ( cittasamprayukta ) nor accompanying the mind ( cittanuparivartin ); 
sometimes it arises with the mind ( cittasahaja ) and sometimes not. It is not associated with an action 
(,karmasamprayukta ) nor does it accompany the action ( kanndnuparivartin ); sometimes it arises with an 
action ( karmasahaja ) and sometimes not. It is not the fruit of an earlier action (purvakarmavipdkaphala ). It 
is developed by acquisition ( pratilambhabhavita ) and developed by practice (nisevanabhavita). It is to be 
realized physically ( kdyena sdksTkartavya ) and to be realized by wisdom ( prajnaya saksikartavya). m 
Sometimes the thought ( manaskara ) [that accompanies it] is suppressed ( bhinna ), sometimes not; when one 
abandons the desires ( rdga ) of the desire realm ( kamadhatu ), it is suppressed. Abstention <2255> from 
killing occurs among worldly people ( prthagjana ) as well as among saints (diya). 

These are the characteristics ( laksana ) of the morality consisting of abstaining from killing 
( prdndtipdtavirati ). For the other four moralities, [refraining from theft, from illicit sexual relations, 
falsehood and liquor], it is the same: each according to its type participates in morality. They have been 
praised and commented on above (p. 784-819F) in regard to the perfection of morality ( sTlaparamita ). 


III. PUNYAKRIYAVASTU CONSISTING OF MEDITATION 


Although the sutra says that the meditation of loving-kindness (maitrabhavana) is the meritorious action 
consisting of meditation ( bhdvdndmayi punyakriyd), it also says that any impure meditation 
(sdsravabhdvand) able to produce a fruit of retribution usually is called meritorious action consisting of 
[305b] meditation. 162 

Since the desire realm ( kdmaloka) abounds in hatred ( dvesa ) and distraction ( viksepa ), first of all we speak 
of the mind of loving-kindness ( maitrdcitta ) as the sphere of meritorious action consisting of meditation 


160 Cf. p. 2248F, n. 3. 

161 Cf. p. 2248F, n. 2. 

162 The Itivuttaka, p. 19, says that all material meritorious actions (opadhikani punnakiriyavatthuni) are worth only a 
sixteenth that of loving-kindness ( metta ), of deliverance of mind ( cetovimutti ). As we have seen above (p. 1246-1255), 
loving-kindness is the first of the four immeasurables ( apramana ), also called brahmavihdras, and the meditation that 
takes them as object is the most fruitful of all. Any meditation whatsoever, even if still impure, i.e., blemished by error 
and passions, when it is cultivated or multiplied, gives its fruit of retribution and leads to happiness in the present life, 
to the conquest of knowledge and vision, to mindfulness and attentiveness. DIgha, III, p. 222,1. 17-24 and Anguttara, 
II, p. 44, are categorical on this point: Samadhibhavana bhdvitd bahulikatd ditthadhammasukhcivihdrdya 
...ndnadassanapatilabhaya ... satis ampajannaya ... asavanam khayay samvattati. 
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(. bhavanamayi punyakriya). Metaphorically ( upacaratas ), loving-kindness is a wish ( pranidhana) for the 
happiness of beings ( sattvasukha ); then it sees them really enjoying this happiness. 163 

It is a dharma associated with the mind ( cittasamprayukta ) that is called loving-kindness ( maitradharma ). 
This dharma belongs to the realm of subtle form ( rupadhatvavacara ), or it belongs to no realm 
(, anavacara ): this, then, is the true maitn, the metaphorical ( aupacdrika ) maitrl itself belongs to the desire 
realm ( kdmadhdtvavacara ). <2256> 

Maitrl always accompanies the mind ( cittdnuparivartin) and arises following the mind ( cittasyanuja ). It is 
without shape ( asamsthdna ) and without resistance ( apratigha ). It grasps objects ( dhanndn 
dlambanfkaroti). It is not an action ( karman ) but, associated with action ( karmasamprayukta ), it 
accompanies action ( kanndnucdrin ) and arises with it ( karmasahaja ). It is not the fruit of retribution of an 
earlier action ( purvakarmavipakaphala ). It is developed by acquisition ( pratilambhabhavita ) and developed 
by practice ( nisevanabhdvita ). It is to be realized physically ( kdyena sdksikartavya) and to be realized by 
wisdom ( prajnaya sdksikartavya). Sometimes in it thinking ( manasikdra ) is cut, sometimes not: when one 
has transcended the desires ( rdga ) of the realm of form ( rupadhatu ), it is cut. 

Maitn may be with initial inquiry and with investigation ( savitarkasavicdra ), without initial inquiry but 
with investigation ( avitarkasavicdra ), without initial inquiry and without investigation ( avitarkdvicdra ). 164 
Sometimes it involves joy ipriti), sometimes not; 165 sometimes it involves the breath (dsvasa-prasvasa) and 
sometimes not. 166 It occurs in worldly people (prthagjana ) and in the saints (diya). Sometimes it is 
associated with a pleasant feeling ( sukhavedand-sainprayukta ) and sometimes with a neither pleasant nor 
unpleasant feeling (aduhkhdsukhavedand-samprayukta). It has as its object (dlambate) first an arbitrary 
characteristic ( adhimuktilaksana ), then, as object, a reality ( tattvdrtha ). 167 

Practiced in the four root dhyanas ( mauladhydna ) and beyond, maitrl rests on the four dhyanas 
( caturdhydndsrita ). Those who attain it are stable and strong. 

Maitrl may be called ‘fondness’ ( anunaya ): free of malice ( vydpdda ) and dispute ( rana ), it is called 
‘fondness’. Because it bears upon (dlambate) beings infinite in number ( apramdnasattva ), it is called an 
‘immeasurable’ ( apramdna ). Because it encourages beings and frees them of desire ( kdma ), it is called 
‘continence’ (brahmacarya). <2257> 

For other explanations of the mind of loving-kindness ( maitrdcitta ), see what has been said above (p. 1246- 
1255F) in regard to the four apramanas. 


Seep. 1254-1255F. 

164 Vitarka and victim are eliminated in the second dhyana (p. 1030F). 

165 Priti and sukha, present in the second dhyana, are eliminated in the third dhyana (p. 1030F). 

166 In the ascetic who has attained the fourth dhyana, the inbreath and outbreath are eliminated: DIgha, III, p. 266; 
Samyutta, IV, p. 217; Anguttara, IV, p. 409 (Catutthajjhdnam samdpcinnassa assasapcissdsd niruddhci honti). 

167 The apramanas of which maitrl is part are an arbitrary judgment ( adhimuktimanasikara ); only objective judgment 
(tattvamanasikdra) cuts the passions: cf. Kosa, VIII, p. 200-201. 

168 Strictly speaking, maitrl does not destroy desire, but it avoids it: see p. 1242F, n. 1. 
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Question. - In regard to the meritorious action consisting of meditation ( bhdvandmaya-punyakriyd), why 
does the Buddha mention only the mind of loving-kindness and nothing about the other [three] 
immeasurables, i.e., compassion, joy and equanimity? 

Answer. - The mind of loving-kindness produces greater merit than all the other immeasurables. 169 The 
mind of compassion ( karunacitta ), being discontent ( arati ), loses merit. The mind of joy ( muditdcitta) 
thinks of its own merit and consequently its merit is not deep ( gambhira ). The mind of equanimity 
(upeksacitta) is a rejection ( utsarga ) and consequently its merit also is slight. 

Moreover, the Buddha said that the mind of loving-kindness has five advantages ( anusamsa ), but said 
nothing about the three other immeasurables. What are these five advantages? - i) The knife ( sastra ) does 
not wound the benevolent man; ii) poison (visa) does not harm him; Hi) fire ( agni) does not burn him; z'v) 
water (udaka) does not engulf him; v) in angry and wicked beings he sees only happy dispositions 
(, sumanas ). 170 This is not the case with the other three immeasurables. 

This is why [the Buddha] said that meritorious action consisting of meditation (bhdvandmayapunyakriyd) is 
maitn. The other immeasurables follow; these are the impure meditations ( sdsravabhdvand) producing a 
fruit of retribution (vipdkaphala). 


IV. PUNYAKRIYAVASTU CONSISTING OF ENCOURAGEMENT 


When the bhiksus can neither meditate nor recite the sutras, to advise them and encourage them is to gain 
merit. When bhiksus who are meditating and reciting the sutras are lacking robes and food, giving these to 
them is also to encourage them. Moreover, out of pity (anukampd) for beings, the bodhisattva encourages 
them by his merits. If a monk were to look himself for material goods, <2258> he would be transgressing 
his discipline ( sfla ); that is why there is a reason to encourage him. 


V. MERITORIOUS ACTIONS CONSISTING OF MATERIAL GIFTS AND OF 
TEACHING 


169 The mind of loving-kindness has the advantage over the other three apramanas of producing a brahmic merit 
( brdhmapimya ); the ascetic who attains it is happy for a kalpa in the Brahma heavens: see Kosa, IV, p. 2450-251, 

170 In the words of the sutras, the concentration of loving-kindness brings five, eight, eleven advantages (anusamsa): 
cf. p. 792F, 1266F, n. 1, and below, p. 2362F. 
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Material meritorious action ( aupadhikapunyakriya) consists of robes (vastra), food and drink ( annapana ), 
beds and seats ( sayanasana ), medicines ( glanabhaisajya ), gold [305c] ( suvarna ), silver ( rajata ) vehicles 
(ydna ), horses (asva), fields ( ksetra ), houses (grha), etc. 171 <2259> 

Question. - Above (p. 2247F), you spoke about the place of practice of the meritorious action consisting of 
generosity ( danamayapunyakriyavastu ) and now you are speaking about the meritorious action consisting 
of material gifts ( aupadhikapunyakriya); what are the similarities and what are the differences? 

Answer. - The gifts [concerned above] included all gifts in general: material gift (amisadana) and gift of 
the Dharma ( dharmaddna ); 172 gifts according to the usage of the world ( samvrti) and gifts in view of the 

171 In the Pali suttas (Samyutta, I, p. 233,1. 15; Anguttara, IV, p. 292,1. 20; 293,1. 10), it is a matter of opadhiikam 
punnam, glossed as upadhivipakam punnam in the commentaries of the Samyutta, I, p. 352,1. 4, and the Anguttara, IV, 
p. 140,1. 6. From that, the translations “Merit forming a substratum for rebirth” (Rhys Davids) or “Verdienstliches als 
Substrat fur ein besseres Dasein” (Geiger). 

But in the Sanskrit sources, aupadikam punyam means the merit resulting from the gift of material objets, 
such as gardens or monasteries. The Kosavyakhya, p. 352,1. 29 explains: upcidhir aramaviharadih, tatrabhavam 
aupadhikam. And in the present passage Kumarajlva renders aupadhikam punyam by ts ’ai-fou “merit coming from a 
gift of riches”. 

The Sanskrit Agamas dedicate a long sutra to the seven aupadhikcini punyakriyavastuni and to the seven 
anaupadhikani puny akriyavastuni. The original Indian text is cited in full in the Kosavyakhya, p. 352,1. 31-354,1. 31, 
transl. into Chinese in the Madhyamagama, T 26, k. 2, p. 427c25-428c5, and partially in Ekottaragama, T 125, k. 35, p. 
741b21-c26. 

A. There are seven material meritorious works. When a believer, a son or daughter of good family, is 
endowed with them, whether he walks, stands still, lies down or sleeps, the merit increases in intensity incessantly; the 
merit grows (yaih samanvagatasya sraddhasya kulaputrasya vd kuladuhitur vd carato vd tisthato vd svapato vd 
jdgrato vd satatasamitam abhivardhata eva punyam upajdyata eva punyam). 

The believer who makes the following gifts to the community of monks of the ten directions ( caturdisa 
bhiksusamgha) is endowed with these merits: 

1) He gives a garden (ardmam pratipadayati), 

2) he establishes a monastery in this garden ( tasminn evdrdme viharam pratisthdpayati), 

3) he furnishes this monastery with beds and seats ( tasminn eva vihdre sayandsanam prayacchati), 

4) he assures regular offerings and appropriate oblations to this monastery ( tasminn eva vihdre 
dhruvabhiksdm prajhdpayaty anukulayajnam), 

5) he gives a gift to the new arrival (agantukaya gamikdya ddnam daddti), 

6) he gives a gift to the sick person or to his nurse (gldnaya gldnopasthayakdya vd ddnam daddti), 

7) when it is cold..., he offers meals, drinks, boiled rice or rice soups to the community ( sTtalikasu ... 
bhaktani vd tarpanani vd yavagupanani vd samghdydbhinirhrtyanuprayacchati). 

B. There are seven immaterial meritorious works ( nirupadhika) which make merit increase also. The believer 
is endowed with these merits who feels noble beneficent joy associated with renunciation of the world ( pntipramodyam 
udaram kusalam naiskramyopasamhitam) when he hears that the Tathagata or a disciple of the Tathagata is dwelling in 
such and such a village, is about to come, is on the way, has come; and when this same believer comes to see him, 
hears the Dharma from his mouth, finally takes refuge and takes on the precepts. 
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Path. Here we want to distinguish the gift of the Dharma ( dharmadana ) from the material gift 
( aupadliikaddna ). 

It was a gift of the Dharma when the Buddha, out of his great loving-kindness ( mahamaitri ), turned the 
Wheel of the Dharma for the first time and innumerable beings found bodhi. It was a gift of the Dharma 
when Sariputra, following the Buddha, turned the Wheel of the Dharma. 173 Other saints (dryapudgalct), 
without having turned the Wheel of the Dharma, nevertheless preached the Dharma to beings and found 
bodhi: this also is called gift of the Dharma. 

Moreover, the bodhisattva Pien-ki (Samantabhadra), the bodhisattvas Kouan-che-yin (Avalokitesvara), To- 
ta-che (Mahasthamaprapta), Wen-chou-che-li (Manjusrl), Mi-16 (Maitreya), etc., put to work the power of 
their two kinds of superknowledge ( abhijna) - the abhijna of fruit of retribution ( vipakaphala ) and the 
abhijna acquired by practice (bhavanapariiambhika)' 1 - and here too have saved beings by means of their 
skillful means ( updya ), their brilliance (aloka ), the bases of their miraculous powers (rddhipada ) and all 
sorts of other means: this also is called gift of the Dharma. <2260> 

The pratyekabuddhas who fly in the sky 175 and those who lead beings to plant the roots of good 
(,kusalamulavaropandya ) by speaking a single verse: this also is called gift of the Dhrma. 

Finally, the disciples of the Buddha ( buddhasrdvaka ) who have not yet attained the noble Path (dryamdrgd) 
but who, sitting in meditation ( pratisamlayana ), recite the sutras without contradicting the nature of things 
(i dharmata) 176 and convert (paripdcayanti ) disciples: this also is called gift of the Dharma. Everything of 
this type is characteristic of the gift of the Dharma. 

This is why the Prajnaparamitasutra says here that the bodhisattva who wants to establish beings in the six 
kinds of meritorious actions ( punyakriya) should practice the perfection of wisdom. 


172 The distinction between amisadana and dharmadana is canonical: see p. 692F note. 

173 In Samyutta, I, p. 191, the Buddha said to Sariputra: Seyyathdpi Sariputta rahho cakkavatissa jetthaputto pitara 
pavattitam cakkam sammad eva anupavatteti, evam eva kho tvam Sariputta maya anuttaram dhammacakkam 
pavattitam sammad eva anupavattesi. - Just as the oldest son of a cakravartin king correctly turns the wheel (of 
sovereignty) already moved by his father, so you also, Sariputra, correctly turn the Wheel of Dharma already moved by 
me. 

See also Majjhima, III, p. 29; Anguttara, I, p. 23; III, p. 149; Suttanipata, v. 557 (p. 109); Theragatha, v. 827 
(p. 79); Divyavadana, p. 394 (already mentioned above, p. 633F, n. 2). 

174 These are the innate or natural abhijnas ( upapattiprdtilambhikd) and the abhijnas born from meditation 
(bhdvandmaya'). See in Kosa, II, p. 328, the four kinds of attention ( manaskcira). 

175 Cases of pratyekabuddhas taking flight have been noted by Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 312; II, p. 33; III, p. 51. 

176 According to the rules of inner criticism fonnulated in the Mahapadesa, for a text to be authentic it must be found in 
the sutras ( sutre ‘vatarati), appear in the Vinaya ( vinaye drsyate ) and not contradict the nature of things ( dharmatdm na 
vilomayati), i.e., the pratltyasamutpada. References in E. Lamotte. La critique d’authenticite dans le bouddhisme, in 
India Antiqua, 947, p. 218-222. 
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Panca caksumsi 

Sixth Section OBTAINING THE FIVE ‘EYES’ 


Preliminary Note. - In the literal sense, the word caksus, ‘eye’, means the organ of the eye which, together 
with the visibles, produces the visual consciousness; hence the stock phrase: cakkhum ca paricca rupe ca 
uppajjati cakkhuvinnam (Samyutta, II, p. 72). In the figurative sense, the eye is a seeing and, more 
particularly, the seeing of the four noble Truths with the three turnings and twelve aspects: the tales that 
describie the night of enlightenment, that review each of the twelve aspects, that reviw each of these twelve 
aspects, consider it good to repeat the refrain: caksur udapadi, jnanam vidyd buddhir udapddi “the eye is 
born; the knowledge, the intellect, the erudition will be born” (Pali Vinaya, I, p. 11; Catusparisad, p. 144- 
152; Samghabhedavastu, I, p. 135-136). ‘Eye’ can be synonymous with knowledge, intelligence, erudition. 

Caksus often appears in composite form; its meaning is then determined by the word that precedes it. From 
the canonical sutras, we can find the following compounds: 

Mdmsacaksus (mamsacakkhu), fleshly eye: Itivuttaka, p. 52, repeated in Kathavatthu, p. 251. 

Divyacaksus (dibbacakkhu), divine eye: Dlgha, I, p. 82, 162; III, p. 52, 281; Majjhima, I, p. 213; 
Samyutta, I, p. 144, 196; II, p. 122, 213-214, 276; IV, p. 240, 243; V, p. 266, 305; Anguttara, I, p. 165, 
256, 281; III, p. 19, 29, 418; IV, p. 85, 141, 143, 178, 291; V, p. 13, 35, 38, 68, 200, 211, 340. 

Prajnacaksus (pannacakkhu), wisdom eye: Samyutta, IV, p. 292; V, p. 467. <2261> 

Dharmacaksus (dhammadakkhu), Dharma eye: Samyutta, II, p. 134; IV, p.47, 107. 

Buddhacaksus (buddhacakkhu) Buddha eye: Dlgha, II, p. 38; Samyutta, I, p. 138. 

Samantacaksus, universal eye (epithet of the Buddha): Samyutta, I, p. 137. 

Nine times out of ten, in the canonical sutras each of these caksus is mentioned in isolation, but with time, 
there was a tendency to group them together. Two classifications finally were used: the first listed three 
caksus, the second, five; and the schools’ positions lasted for a long time. 

1. The classification into three cakusus groups the mamsa-, the divya- and the prajnacaksus. 

It appears in some rare canonical sutras: Samgltislitra (Dlgha, III, p. 219; Dlrgha, T 1, k. 8, p. 50b21; T 12, 
k.l, p. 228bl); Ekottaragama, T 125, k. 1, p. 550c2; Pali Itivittaka, p. 52. 

It is the rule in the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasika Abhidharmas and sastras: Samgitiparyaya, ed. Mittal-Rosen, 
p. 86, or T 1536, k. 5, p. 388al5-20; Compilation by Vasumitra, T 1549, k. 2, p. 732a2; Mahavinhasa, T 
1545, k. 73, p. 379c7-8; Samyuktabhidharmasara, T 1552, k. 1, p. 873a29-bl. 

It is also found in works of uncertain origin, such as the Sariputrabhidharma, T 1548, k. 9, p. 599c26; 
593a21-28. 
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2. The classification into five caksus, firmly adopted by the Traite, groups the mamsa- divya- prajna- 
dharma- and buddhacaksus. In principle, the Buddha alone holds all five, but he does not use them all at 
the same time (see Bove, p. 429-440F). 

The classification into five caksus is fully detailed in the Mahavastu, I, p. 158-160, a Mahasamghika- 
Lokottaravadin work. The Lalitavistara, a work of pronounced Mahayana tendenies, only mentions them 
quickly (p. 3,1. 5; 403,1. 2). Above all, the Mahayana knows no other and often devotes lengthy definitions 
to them: Pancavimsati, p. 77, 1.1-80, 1. 18; Satasahastika, p. 290, 1. 12-301, 1. 2; Avatamsaka, T 279, k. 50, 
p. 268al2; T 291, k. 2, p. 600bl0; T 292, k. 6, p. 659M4-24; Ratnakuta, T 310, k. 41, p. 240al4; k. 85, p. 
486c4, 489b7; Sukhavatlvyuha, T 363, k. 3, p. 324cl 1; T 364, k. 2, p. 335bl7; Mahasamnipata, T 397, k. 5, 
p. 30al8; k. 7, p. 43al3. 

The Vijnanavadins do not pay much attention to the five caksus, but a passage from the 
Mahayanasutralamkara, p. 143,1. 8-9, shows that they had adopted them. 

The Pali sources, at least the less late ones, also show a list of five caksus where the samanatacakkhu 
appears in place of the dhammacakkhu : Cullaniddesa, no. 235, p. 133; Atthasalini, p. 306. 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 30, 1. 3-5; Satasahasrika, p. 96, 1. 11-20). - Furthermore, O Sariputra, the 
bodhisattva-mahasattva who wishes to obtain the five eyes must practice the perfection of wisdom ( Punar 
aparam Sariputra bodhisattvena mahasattvena panca caksumsi nispddayitukdmena prajndpdramitdydm 
siksitavyam). <2262> 


Sastra. - 

What are these five? 1) The fleshly eye ( mdmsacaksus ), 2) the divine eye ( divyacaksus ), 3) the wisdom eye 
( prajndcaksus ), 4) the Dharma eye ( dharmacaksus ), 5) the Buddha eye ( buddhacaksus ). 

1. The fleshly eye ( mdmsacaksus ) sees what is close up ( samfpe ), does not see what is far off ( dure); sees 
what is in front ( purastata ), does not see what is behind ( prsthatas ); sees what is external ( bahis ), does not 
see what is internal ( abhyantare ); sees during the day-time {diva), does not see at night-time ( rdtrau ); sees 
what is on top ( uparistat ), does not see what is underneath ( adhastdt ). 177 

2. Because of these screens, the bodhisattva seeks the divine eye {divyacaksus). Flaving obtained the divine 
eye, he sees what is distant and what is near, what is in front and what which is behind, what is internal and 
what is external, he sees during the day and during the night, he sees what is above and what is below, for 
there are no further screens. This divine eye sees the provisional entities resulting from causes and 
conditions coming together {samghdtahetupratyayaja), but he does not see the true nature {dharmatd), 
namely, emptiness {sunyatd), signlessness (dnimitta), wishlessness ( apranihita ), non-arising {anutpdda), 
non-cessation {anirodha). 


177 Similar development in a passage from the Karanaprajnapti cited by the Kosabhasya, p. 19,1. 9-14. 
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3. And it is the same as before: in order to see the true nature (dharmata), the bodhisattva seeks the wisdom 
eye ( prajndcaksus ). Having obtained the wisdom eye, he no longer sees beings ( sattva ), he eliminates 
completely the signs of identity ( ekatva ) and difference (; nandtva ), he rejects all clinging ( adhyavasdna) 
and accepts no dharma. 178 

4. However, the wisdom eye cannot save beings. Why? Because it does not distinguish them; this is why 
the bodhisattva produces the Dharma eye ( dharmacaksus ). By means of this eye, he knows that such and 
such a man, by practicing such and such a dharma, has obtained such and such bodhi; 174 he knows all the 
methods ( updyamukha) suitable for each being in particular ( prthakprthak) [306a] to attain the realization 
ofbodhi. <2263> 

5. But the Dharma eye cannot know the means appropriate to save beings everywhere; this is why the 
bodhisattva seeks the Buddha eye (buddhacaksus). 1 8H There is nothing that this Buddha eye is unaware of; 
there is no mystery however secret it may be that it cannot discover. What is distant for other people is 
close for the Buddha; what is obscure for others is clear for the Buddha; what is doubtful for others is clear 
for the Buddha; what is subtle ( suksma ) for others is coarse (, auddrika ) for the Buddha; what is deep for 
others is shallow for the Buddha. By means of this Buddha eye, there is nothing that is not understood, 
seen, known, felt (yena buddhackasusanmati kimcid asrutam vavijnnatam vamatam va). 181 Free of thinking 
(manasikara), the Buddha eye is always clear on all dharmas. 

In a following chapter, 182 the meaning of the five eyes will be elucidated further. 


Pratyutpannabuddhadarsana 


178 Pancavimsati, p. 78,1. 11-16: Prajhacaksusa samanvagato bodhisattvo mahdsattvo na kamcid dharmam 
prajanati samskrtam vasamskrtam vd ... yena prajnacaksusa bodhisattvena mahasattvena kascid dharma na drsto na 
sruto na mato na vijnatah. 

174 These are particular bodliis capable of being acquired by beings on their course towards supreme bodhi. These 
‘fruits of the Path’ are detailed in Pancavimsati, p. 79. 

180 The Buddha eye is none other than the awareness of things in all their aspects ( sarvakarajnatd ) acquired by the 
Bodhisattva the very night of his great enlightenment. The Pancavimsati, p. 82, explains: The Bodhisattva, having 
entered into the Vajropamasamadhi, by means of the wisdom associated with a single moment of mind attains the 
awareness endowed with all the aspects ( vajropamam samadhim samapadya, ekacittaksanasamayuktaya prajnaya 
sarvdkarajnatdm anuprdpnoti). 

181 The expression drsta-sruta-vijnata-mata designates the group of perceived things: what is perceived by the eye 
consciousness is drsta, what is perceived by the ear consciousness is sruta, what is perceived by the mental 
consciousness is vijhata, what is perceived by the nose, tongue and body consciousnesses is mata (cf. Kosa, IV, p. 

160). The expression is canonical and is expressed in Pali by the words dittham sutam mutam vinnatam: Majjhima, I, p. 
135; III, p. 261; Samyutta, III, p. 203; Anguttara, II, p. 23, 25. 

1S ~ Pancavimsati, p. 77,1. 1-83,1. 6, appearing in the Wang chengp 'in of the Chinese translation, T 223, k. 2, p. 
227bl0-228bl, and commented on by the Traite, T 1509, k. 39, p. 347a6-351bl. 


1871 



Seventh Section SEEING, HEARING AND UNDERSTANDING ALL 
THE BUDDHAS OF THE PRESENT 

PRELIMINARY NOTE 


The five ‘eyes’ find their use in visualization of the present, past and future Buddhas. The visualization is 
not an appearance but rather a representation by means of which the ascetic makes these Buddhas visible. 

While Sakyamuni was alive, many were the contemporaries who ‘came to see the Blessed One’ 
(bhagavatam darsanayopasamkrantah) and to contemplate his physical marks. The Teacher allowed 
himself to be examined by the experts and the hermit Asita ( Traite , p. 1344F, 1915F), by the indiscreet 
curiosity of Satyaka Nirgranthlputra ( Traite , p. 1665F) and by the brahmanas Ambattha, Brahmayu and 
Sela ( Traite , p. 275F, 1667F). After the death of the Blessed One, Ananda - and he was blamed for this - 
had no hesitation in uncovering the Buddha’s body and showing it to the women of Kusinagra who soiled it 
with their tears ( Traite , p. 96F). <2264> 

The appearance of a Buddha is rare, as rare as the flowering of the banana tree: fortunate are those that see 
the Blessed One ‘adorned with the thirty-two marks of the great man, on whose limbs shine the eighty-four 
secondary marks, with a halo an arm’s-span in width, splendid as a thousand suns, like a mountain of 
jewels moving in all captivating ways’. This stock phrase is repeated thirty-two times in the 
Avadanasataka. 

There is nothing supernatural in these encounters: it is with their human eyes that the Indians of 
Jambudvipa, during the lifetime of the Omniscient One, contemplated him who opened the gates to the 
deathless for them. After his entry into parinirvana, “gods and men did not see him any longer” (Dlgha, I, 
p. 46). - “Just as the flame blown out by the wind is calmed down, goes beyond being seen, so the Sage, 
shedding the psychophysical aggregates of existence, enters into peacefulness, being beyond being seen” 
(Suttanipata, v. 1074). 

And so, if the Teacher allowed himself to be looked at while he was in this world, it was out of loving¬ 
kindness and compassion for beings to whom the sight would be useful. The contemplation of the Buddha’s 
body never constituted a ritual, and when Buddhists practice the commemoration of the Buddha 
(buddhanusmrti ), they think about his spiritual qualities, the five andsravaskandha, rather than his physical 
attributes. The Traite has explained this subject above (p. 1349F). 

The Dharma is the single refuge which Sakyamuni left for his disciples, and he passed on the depth of his 
mind when, tired of the regular attendance of his disciple Vakkali, he sent him away, saying: “It is enough, 
Vakkali, for you to see my body of decay; he who sees the Dharma sees me and he who sees me sees the 
Dharma” (cf. Traite, p. 1546F, n.). The true body of the Buddha is a teaching body. 

* 
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The buddhology of the early times was relatively sinple: the Buddhas are bom only in a univere of four 
continents ( caturdvfpalokadhdtu ), in India ( Jambudvfpa ), in the central region ( Madhyadesa ), and two 
Buddhas never appear simultaneously in the same world (cf. Traite, p. 302F, n. 1; 535F). The Buddhas who 
followed one another in our world were not very numerous: Sakyamuni included, the early Buddhists listed 
seven, twenty-five, rarely more. 

Later, at the margins of this restricted universe, Buddhists built up a grandiose cosmic system which 
appeared already in certain texts of the Lesser Vehicle but which gained in importance in those of the 
Greater Vehicle. This system distinguishes three kinds of complex universes: i) the sahasracudika 
consisting of a thousand universes of four continents, ii) the dvisdhasra madhyama containing a million 
universes of four continents, Hi) the trisahasramahdsahasra including a billion universes of four 
continents. 

The trisahasramahasahasras are distributed in the ten directions of space: east, south, west, north, north¬ 
east, north-west, south east, south west, nadir and zenith, and they are, in each of these ten directions, as 
numerous as the sands of one or several Ganges. The majority also constitute Buddha-fields ( buddhaksetra ) 
where a Tathagata “resides, lives, exists and teaches the Dharma for the welfare and benefit of many 
beings”. These Tathagatas, whose number is incalculable <2265> if not infinite, are the Buddhas of the 
present (pratyurpannabuddha): they were preceded by and will be followed in time by innumerable 
Buddhas of the past and the future ( atftdndgatabuddha ). 

The bodhisattva of whom the Traite is speaking here formulates a series of wishes: to see the Buddhas of 
the present, hear their teachings and penetrate their mind; to remember the teachings of the Buddha of the 
present; to see the buddhaksetras of the Buddhas of the three times and to propagate the teachings of these 
same Buddhas. 

To actualize these wishes is not an easy thing. It cannot be a question of having recourse to human organs 
of limited range and coming up against many obstacles. 

Calling upon the superhuman faculties is more successful: the divine eye ( divyacaksus ), the divine ear 
(divyasrotra ) and the knowledge of another’s mind ( paracittajnana ), classified among the abhijnas and 
which, as we have seen, make up as many ‘eyes’ taken in the metaphorical sense of the word. 

But by themselves, they are unable to attain the edges of time and space, of seeing, hearing and 
understanding the innumerable Buddhas of the three times peopling the innumerable universes of the ten 
directions. 

Generally, the divine eye and divine ear do not go beyond a trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, and the 
knowledge of another’s mind does not know the actual minds: the past and the future are closed to it. 

In order to ‘see’ - i.e., to see, hear and understand - the Buddhas of the ten directions and three times, one 
must seek other solutions, and the first Mahayanasutras proposed some. Here it will be a matter of the 
Great Prajnaparamitasutras and the Pratyutpannasamadhisutras (T 416 to 419). 

* 
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The Pancavimsati, the two oldest Chinese versions of which (T 221 and T 222) are dated respectively at 
291 and 286 AD, present two ‘explanations’ - if this word is appropriate here - of the vision of the 
Buddhas, the one by using, purely theoretically, the divyacaksus, the other, in dreams ( svapna ). 

1. “The bodhisattva who wishes to see, by the divyacaksus, all the Buddhas of the present, should practice 
the Prajnaparamita”. This seeing assumes a subject (the bodhisattva), an instrument (the divyacaksus), an 
object (the Buddhas of the present), but is valid only if it is realized in the view of the Prajnaparamita 
according to which the bodhisattva, the divyacaksus, the Buddhas and the Prajnaparamita itself are not 
perceived ( nopalabhyate ), that is to say, are not existent. 

a. What we call Prajnaparamita, what we call bodhisattva, are only words ( ndmamdtra ), and this word 
exists neither inwardly nor outwardly nor in between ( nddhydtmam na bahirdhd nobhayam 
antareiwpalabhyate)’, this word is only a designation, a thing by designation, existing out of designation 
(prajnaptimatram prajhaptidharmah prajiiaptisat ): cf. Pancavimsati, p. 99 (orT 223, p. 230c): 
Satasahasrika, p. 325. 

b. The bodhisattva who practices the Prajnaparamita does not accept ( nabhiniveksyate ) any of the five 
‘eyes’ including the divyacaksus: cf. Pancavimsati, p. 106 (or T 223, p. 23 lb24); Satasahasrika, p. 380. 

c. The bodhisattva who practices the Prajnaparamita does not see (na samanupasyati ) either the 
Prajnaparamita or the bodhisattva or the Buddha or the words that express them: cf. Satasahasrika, p. 378,1. 
1-4; Pancavimsati, p. 105,1. 1-3. <2266> 

As well, the Prajnaparamita is the Buddha and is not different from him; and the Buddhas, past, future and 
present are Prajnaparamita: cf. Pancavimsati,T 223, p. 293b 19-21. 

Consequently, the seeing of the Buddhas where there is neither subject nor instrument nor object is a non- 
seeing ( adarsana ). 

This is how the bodhisattva who is practicing the prajnaparamita penetrates deeply into the true nature of 
things, and this nature [which is none other than the absence of any nature] is neither defiled nor purified 
(bodhisattvena prajndpdramitdydm caratd dharmalaksanam (variant: dharmanam dharmalaksanam) 
supratividdham bhavati, yac ca dharmanam laksanam tan na samklisyate na vyavaddyate ): cf. 
Pancavimsati, p. 105,1. 12 (or T 223, p. 231M3-14); Satasahasrika, p. 378,1. 18. 

2. A son or daughter of good family, physically and mentally healthy, has no bad dreams (svapna). In 
dreams, he sees the Buddhas adorned with the major and minor marks, surrounded by the samgha of 
bhiksus, and preaching the Dharma. He hears them explain the teaching of the six perfections, etc. He sees 
the bodhi tree, the bodhisattvas approaching it to realize sambodhi and who, becoming Buddha, turn the 
Wheel of the Dharma. He sees the hundreds of thousands of billions of kotis of bodhisattvas explain how it 
is necessary to seek omniscience, convert beings and purify the Buddha fields. He sees the innumerable 
hundreds of thousands of myriads of kotis of Buddhas in the ten directions and he leams their names, the 
names of their regions and their ksetras. He is present at their parinirvana and sees their innumerable stupas 
made of the seven jewels. The son or daughter of good family who sees these good dreams “sleeps happily 
and awakens happily”: cf. Pancavimsati, T 223, p. 289c25-290al3. 
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In this passage the Pancavimsati does not have the divyacaksus occur, but it recognizes that simple lay 
people, well-disposed, are able to see the Buddhas in dreams. That would be by another mode of seeing. 
But what is the value of it? A conversation between Sariputra and Subhuti, recorded in the Pancavimsati (T 
223, p. 347a) gives us an embryonic answer. There is no difference between the state of awake and the state 
of sleep. Nevertheless, an act performed ( krta ) in sleep is not accumulated ( upacita ), i.e., attributable; it is 
necessary to wait for the conceptualizing ( samkalpa ) that follows the dream for it to be accumulated, for 
without conditions ( pratyaya ), action ( karman ) is not bom. Nonetheless, the Buddha has said that all 
dharmas are like dreams ( svapnopama ) and consequently are not born. 

* 

A vision of the Buddhas, different from those just described, is set forth in the Pratyutpannabuddha- 
sammukhavasthitasamadhisutra, in Tibetan Da Itar gyi sans rgyas mnon sum du b€ugs pahl tin he hdzin 
‘the concentration of being face to face with the Buddhas of the present’. This sutra is often designated 
under the abbreviated title of Pratyutapannasamadhi or also Bhadrapdlasutra because the bodhisattva thus 
named is the principal interlocutor of the Buddha. 

This sutra is known to us by Sanskrit fragments coming from eastern Turkestan (cf. R. Hoernle, Manuscript 
Remains, p. 88-93), by four Chinese versions and one Tibetan translation which I [Lamotte] will return to 
later. <2267> 

“This text is one of the oldest Mahayanasutras. According to one conjecture, it may have been the manual 
of early Buddhists during the early Mahayana period (50-100AD). It is well known to the Chinese and 
Japanese Buddhists because it refers to worship of the Buddha Amitabha. The assembly where this sutra 
was preached was simple, consisting only of 500 bhiksus and 500 bodhisattvas: this shows that the sutra 
goes back to the first days of the Mahayana. The Chinese version in one kuan (T 417 and 419?) seems to 
have been composed before the Prajndpdramitd-sutras or in a region where the thinking of the 
prajnaparamita had not been taught. The Chinese version in three kuans (T 418) had been influenced by 
this thinking. The Pratyutpanna-samadhi definitely influenced Pure Land Buddhism” (H. Nakamura, A 
Sui'vey of Mahayana Buddhism with bibliographical notes, in Jour, of Intercultural Studies, Ill (1976), p. 
83. 

Whereas the Prajnaparamitasutras represent mainly the ‘Wisdom Sutras’, the Pratyutpanna-samadhisutra is 
classified among the ‘Meditation Sutras’ elaborated at about the beginning of our era by Buddhist 
practitioners of the Yogacara school who were preoccupied with meditation rather than discussion, with 
mysticism rather than rationalism: an ancient tendency that appeared as early as the oldest canonical texts: 
cf. L. de La Vallee Poussin, Musila etNdrada, in MCB, V (1936-37), p. 189-222. 

The leader of the Yogacara Buddhists was Samgharaksa who was considered by the Sarvastivadins of 
Kasmir as one of their patriarchs. A native of Surastra (Kathiawar), he lived in the 2 nd century AD and was 
the teacher of Candana-Kaniska in Gandhara. He compiled a Buddhacarita (T 194) and a Yogacarabhumi 
(T 606) to which P. Demieville has dedicated an important dissertation (La Yogacarabhumi de 
Sahgharaksa, BEFEO, XLIV (1954), p. 339-436. The work originally contained 27 chapters describing the 
Hlnayanist Yoga technique; in the translation made by Dharmaraksa it consists of 30 chapters. The fact is 


1875 



that the Mahayanists showed very strong interest in the Hinayanist dhyana as practiced by the Sarvastivadin 
communities of Kasmir and thereby there resulted a more or less hybrid literature. 

The Pratyutpannasamadhisutra was written in this context but presents itself openly as Mahayanist. As will 
be seen in the following pages, it advocates, for the use of lay people or monks, liberated or not liberated 
from desire, a concentration that puts them face to face with the Buddhas of the present. To acquire this 
concentration, there is no need for the abhijna of the divine eye resulting from the practice of dhyana; all 
that is required is a probationary period followed by a session of intense meditation of from one to seven 
days, at the end of which, without changing one’s position, one sees the Buddhas of the present, Amitabha 
in particular. Arising from this samadhi, one sees them no more: it is as if they were visions of a dream. 

The Pratyutpannasamadhi is not only mentioned in the sutra that bears its name (T 418, etc.); it is also 
mentioned in the Suramgamasamadhisutra (T 642, k. 1, p. 634a5), the Dasabhumikasutra (ed. Rahder, p. 
82, 1. 15-16), the Dasabhumikavibhasa (T 1521, k. 1, p. 25c3; k. 7, p. 54al; k. 9, p. 68cl7; k. 16, p. 109b7), 
etc. 

It seems that the Prajnapamaritas were not aware of it. They accept that one may see the Buddhas in dream, 
but, as has been said above, they consider any seeing whatsoever as a purely subjective epiphenomenon 
brought on by wrong conceptualization ( samkalpa ). <2268> 

On the other hand, in its commentary on the Prajnaparamita, the Traite calls upon a good thirty 
Mahayanasutras (see Vol. Ill, Introduction, p. XXXIV and foil.), and gives us ample information on the 
Prayutpannasamadhi. Referring here exclusively to its Chinese version (T 1509), I [Lamotte] will mention 
a few passages as follows: 

The Pratyutpannasamadhi does not occur in bodhisattvas of the first seven bhumis who are still affected by 
a fleshly body (k. 37, p. 335bl9; k. 49, p. 416al8; it belongs to bodhisattvas of the eighth bhumi who are 
assured of the eventual attainment of enlightenment ( niyama ) and have the certainty that dharmas do not 
arise: anutpattika dharmaksdnti (k. 4, p. 86c3; k. 27, p. 262a20-21), as, for example, the lay bodhisattva 
Bhadrapala (k. 7, p. Ilal8). By means of the updyas acquired in the seventh bhumi and the 
pratyutpannasamadhi acquired in the eighth bhumi, the bodhisattva is superior to the sravakas and 
pratyekabuddhas (k. 35, p. 320al0). Thanks to this samadhi, there is no need to obtain the abhijna of the 
divine eye ( divyacaksus ) in order to see all the Buddhas of the present occupying the innumerable universes 
distributed in the ten directions (k. 9, p. 123c29; k. 33, p. 306al5); it is by assiduous practice that a son of 
good family will be reborn in the paradise of Amita (k. 29, p. 276al8-19). Finally, the 
Pratyutpannasamadhi is the father of the Buddha (k. 34, p. 314a23), whereas the Prajnaparamita is his 
mother. 

Does this mean that the Traite agrees with it unreservedly? Not at all. Everything leads us to believe that 
even at that time there had arisen in India, probably in Kasmir, a controversy about the respective value of 
the Prajnaparamita and the Pratyutpannasamadhi. In the following pages, the Traite reveals to us the depth 
of its thinking and places itself resolutely on the side of the partisans of the Prajnaparamita. 
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The abhijnas practiced in the spirit of the Prajnaparamita are the best ‘pointers’ of the Buddhas or, rather, 
the true nature of things with which the Tathagatas are mingled: the divine eye sees them, the divine ear 
hears them, the knowledge of others’ minds penetrates their mind. 

Conceived in this way, the abhijnas present precious benefits. Thus, the divyackasus is morally undefiled- 
indeterminate and, in this quality, does not involve any fruit of retribution; it is acquired solely by the 
ascetic detached from the desires of the kamadhatu; according to the Abhidharmas, it is a pure material 
(.rupaprasdda ) endowed with perfect clarity; finally, its acquisition and its use are easy, provided that one 
holds the dhyanas which, although said in parentheses, is already not too bad! 

These noble qualifications are absent in the Pratyutpannasamadhi. One no longer knows if the Buddhas 
whose presence it calls forth are “like a dream” or simple dreams, real or illusory. One thing is certain: they 
result from conceptualization ( samkalpa ), from autosuggestion (k. 33, p. 306al9-21). 

“The Prajnaparamita is the mother of the Buddhas. Of the help given by the father and that given by the 
mother, that of the mother is the weightiest. This is why the Buddha considers the Prajna as his mother and 
the Pratyutpannasamadhi as his father. This samadhi is able only to concentrate the distracted mind 
(viksiptacitta)', it helps the Prajna to be actualized but it cannot contemplate the true nature of things 
(i dharmanam dharmata) [which is none other than the absence of nature]. 

The Prajnaparamita itself contemplates the entirety <2269> of things and reveals the true nature, There is 
nothing that it does not penetrate, nothing that it does not realize, and its merit is so great that it is called 
Mother.” (k. 34, p. 314a21-26). 

With this statement, the author of the Traite places himself resolutely on the side of the rationalists who 
prefer gnosis to mysticism, prajna to yoga, discernment (vipasyand) to tranquility ( samatha ). Nevertheless, 
although he places the Pratyutpannasamadhi well below that of the Prajna, he does not hesitate to give it a 
certain usefulness. 

This stand is part of the lineage of Buddhism. It prefers the discernment of the Dharma to a vision 
of the Buddhas. But did not Sakyamuni say to Vakkali: “He who sees the Dharma sees me” (Samyutta, III, 
p. 120: yo kho dhammam passati so mam passati )? 

By not formally condemning the Prayutpannasamadhi, he applies the Teacher’s recommendations praising 
a middle way in a literal manner: “The monks who devote themselves to trance (jhdyin ) blame the monks 
who are attached to the doctrine ( dhammayoga ) and vice versa. On the other hand, they should esteem one 
another. Indeed, rare are the men who pass their time ( vihar -) by testing the immortal element ( amata 
dhdtu). Rare also are those who see the profound reality ( arthapada ) by penetrating it by means of Prajna, 
by means of the intellect” (Anguttara, III, p. 355-356). 

* 

The debate between the rationalists and the mystics was centered around three texts which were among the 
first to be translated into Chinese. 
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Under the Later Han (25-220 AD), the Yue-tche Tche Leou-kia-tch’an (Lokaksema) at Lo-Yang translated 
the three following sutras: 

1) Astasahasrika Prajnaparamita (T 224) in 10 kiuan and 30 chapters, 179 AD. 

2) Pratyutpannasamadhisutra (T 418) in 3 kiuan and 16 chapters, 179 AD. - Another version of the 
Pratyutpannasamadhisutra (T 417) in one kuan and not dated is also attributed to Lokaksema: it is 
probably an extract made of T 418. 

3) Sura a gamasamadhisutra, translation made in 186 AD but which has not come down to us. 

These translations are authenticated by ancient colophons reproduced in the Chinese catalogues. See 
Surahgamasamadhi, French transl., 1965, p. 67-72. 

The Pancavimsati Prajnaparamita which, as we have just seen, deals with the vision of the Buddha, was the 
object of two translations under the Western Tsin (265-316 AD),: 

1) T 222, incomplete, in 10 kiuan and 27 chapters only, made by Dharmaraksa in 286. 

2) T 221, in 20 kiuan and 90 chapters, finished in 291 by Moksala. From the end of the 3 ld century, these 
texts along with many others were the object of new Chinese translations, each time marking notable 
progress over the preceding ones. On the historical and socio-cultural circumstances under which this huge 
work was effected, see P. Demieville, Inde Classique, II, 1953, p. 398-463; Yogacarabhumi de 
Sahgharaksa, in BEFEO, XLIV, 1954, p. 339-430; <2270> Penetration du Bouddhisme dans la tradition 
philosophique chinoise, in Cahiers d’histoire mondiale, III, 1956, p. 19-38; Bouddhisme chinois, in Histoire 
des religions (Encyclopedie de la Pleiade), I, 1970, p. 1249-1319; E. Ziircher, Buddhist Conquest of China, 
1956, p. 35-36 (Lokaksema), p. 63-64 (translation of the 25,000 P. P.); H. Nakamura, Survey of Mahdydna 
Buddhism, in Jour, of Intercultural Studies, III, 1976, p. 60-139 where the recent voluminous Japanese 
studies are reviewed. 

Houei-yuan (334-417), a native of Yen men in northern China, had fled the barbarian invasions and taken 
refuge in the Blue River Basin under the protection of the Eastern Tsin (317-420). About 380, in imitation 
of the Taoist ‘Immortals’, he went into retreat in the mountains and stayed at Lou-chan, south of the middle 
Blue River. There he lived until his death, surrounded by a community of monks and lay people who were 
practicing the cult of Amita, Buddha of the West. On September 11, 402, this community formed an 
organization and its members took the oath to be reborn together in Amita’s paradise. For this association 
which later formed the sect of the White Lotus, see P. Demieville, Yogacarabhumi, p. 357-359; E. Ziircher, 
Conquest of China, I, p. 219-222. 

The association, in which the lay people numbered 123, swore to collectively win the pure land of Amita 
and, in order to attain this goal, they practiced the Buddhanusmrtisamadhi ‘concentration of recollection of 
the Buddhas’. This was a meditation somewhat different from the simple recollection of the Buddhas 
(buddhdnusmrti) recommended in the canonical scriptures and which the Traite fully described above (p. 
1340-1361F). An intense meditation, very close to an autosuggestion, caused, at the first opportunity, a 
direct vision of the Buddhas of the present and more particularly of the Buddha of the West, Amita. Among 
the disciples of Houei-yuan who engaged in this practice were Lieou Tch’eng-tche, Seng-tsi and Houei- 
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yong. “Hardly had he first concentrated his mind sitting in dhyana for half a year than he saw the Buddha in 
samadhi; when he came across an icon along the path, the Buddha appeared in the sky and lit up sky and 
earth where all became the color of gold: or else, spreading out his kdsdya , he bathed in the pool of jewels. 
Having come out of samadhi, he invited the monks to recite sutras” (T 2103, k. 27, p. 304b8-11; transl. 
Demieville, Yogacarabhumi, p. 358). The sutras that inspired the association show a certain eclecticism in 
which the Saddharmapundarika, the Sukhavativyuha appeared and, above all, the Pratyutpannasamadhi. 

In his preface to a collection of poetry on the Buddhanusmrtisamadhi published by a member of the 
association, Houei-yuan declares: “The samadhis are very numerous, but in the strength of its merits and 
ease of access, that of the Buddhanusmrti is foremost” (T 2103, k. 30, p. 35 lb21). 

However, Houei-yuan finally had some doubts. If, he asked, the Pratyutpannasamadhi is like a dream, the 
Buddha seen in this samadhi, is he not a simple inner product, an aspect of our consciousness? If so, what 
value does such a vision have? 

This is the question he asked KumarajTva in his exchange of correspondence with the Koutchean master 
later in the year 406: cf. Kieou-mo-lo-che fa cha yi, T 1856, k. 2, p. 134b4-21. He could not have addressed 
a better authority. <2271> 

For this correspondence, see R. G. Wagner, Die Fragen Hui-yiians an KumarajTva, 1973. 

* 

In 383 at the capture of Kusha by the armies of the barbarian king Fou Kien of the dynasty of the Later 
Ts’in (350-394), KumarajTva was captured by the cavalry general Liu Kouang and forcibly taken to Leang- 
tcheou in the Kan-sou. There he pined away for 19 years (383-401) and kept his profound doctrine to 
himself, without preaching or converting. Finally in 401, another barbarian emperor who was, however, a 
warm partisan of Buddhism, summoned him. This was Yao Hing of the dynasty of the Later Ts’in (384- 
417) who reigned from 394 to 416. 

KumarajTva, then 57 years of age, arrived at Tch’ang-ngan, the great metropolis of the empire, on February 
8, 402. Welcomed warmly by the emperor who put at his disposal hundreds of learned Chinese, 
KumarajTva showed unprecedented activity, as much in the translations that he made as in the works that he 
composed himself. 

On February 1, 406, the date on which the Chinese version of the Traite appeared, KumarajTva had worked 
on: 

1) A new translation of the Pancavimsatisahasrika (T 223), 

2) The abridged translation of the Traite which is its commentary (T 1509). KumarajTva had brought to 
Tch’ang-ngan the original Indian of this treatise, entitled in Sanskrit Mahaprajndpdramitopadesa. 
According to the account of his disciple Seng-jouei,”he always depended on this Upadesa”. The work was 
so voluminous that he was unable to render it in its entirety: he translated hilly the first chapter ( parivarta ), 
but considerably abridged the 89 following chapters. 
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3) Two original works dealing with the Kasmirian dhyana as it was practiced in the 4 th century of our era: 
Tso tch’an san-mei king ‘Sutra on the practice of dhyana and samadhi’ (T614), and Tch’en fa yao kiai 
‘Brief explanation of the method of dhyana’ (T 616). These two works have been analysed by P. 
Demieville, Yogacarabhumi, p. 354-357. The Mo-ho-yen louen (Mahayanopadesa), i.e., the 
Mahaprajnaparamitopadesa (see T 614, k. 2, p. 278b27; T 616, k. 1, p. 291bl0) has already been cited. 

The knowledge of KumarajTva extended to the Greater as well as to the Lesser Vehicle; not only was it 
encyclopedic, but it was also ordered and systematized according to the scholastic procedures of the 
Abhidharmas to which the Traite grants such an important place. And so, as soon as he received Houei- 
yuan’s letter, shortly after 406, KumarajTva had no trouble in answering him. 

He wrote: “It is necessary to distinguish three kinds of samadhi where one sees the Buddha. 1) Some 
bodhisattvas see him by the divine eye, hear him by the divine ear or fly to the Buddhas of the ten 
directions. 2) Others succeed in this vision without being endowed with the abhijnas by constantly 
concentrating their mind on Amita and on all the Buddhas of the present. 3) Finally, there are some who 
cultivate the buddhanusmrti proper; some are liberated from desire, others not, and, as a result they see the 
Buddha either in the form of an icon or in his ‘body of birth’ or also under all the types of all the Buddhas 
past, future and present. These three kinds of concentration are all three correctly called 
buddhanusmrtisamddhi, but <2272> the first, that which consists of seeing the Buddhas by means of the 
abhijnas, is better than the others” (Ta tch’eng ta yi tchang, T 1856, k. 2, p. 124b22-28; transl. P. 
Demieville, Yogacarabhumi, p. 358, note). 

Here KumarajTva condenses ad usum Delphini the theories of the Traite concerning the vision of the 
Buddhas and the controversy in which, in India, the rationalists and the mystics were opposed. 
Nevertheless, he does not go so far as to claim, as does the Traite, that the practice of the divyackasus is 
easier than the Pratyutpannasamadhi. Apart from that, the arguments developed are the same and, in 
KumarajTva’s letter, the same technical terms are used as those he had already used in his version of the 
Upadesa: this is particularly the case for the expression yi-siang-fen-pie, used to render the Sanskrit word 
samkalpa. 

The profound idea of the Pancavimsati, of the Traite and of KumarajTva is that the true vision of the 
Buddhas is that which is practiced in the view of the Prajnaparamita, i.e., the one that does not see. 

This why KumarajTva ends his reply to Houei-yuan with the following conclusion: 

“The Buddha taught the yogacarin what he should think: ‘I have not gone there and that Buddha has not 
come here to me; however, I have been able to see the Buddha and hear his Dharma. ’ All of that is only 
conceptualizing (samkalpa). The things of the threefold world exist as a result of samkalpa', either they are 
fruits of retribution of thinking of the previous life or products of the thinking of the present life. Having 
heard this teaching, the yogacarin becomes disgusted with the threefold world and increases his faith and 
respect, saying: ‘The Buddha has enunciated this subtle and admirable system well.’ - Then he eliminates 
the desires of the threefold world, deeply penetrates into samadhi and realizes the [true] Pratyutpanna¬ 
samadhi.” (Ta tch’eng ta yi tchang, T 1856, k. 2, p. 135a6-ll). 
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Sutra (Pancavimsati, p. 30, 1. 6-13); Satasahasrika, p. 96, 1. 20-104, 1. 16). - Furthermore, O Sariputra, the 
bodhisattva-mahasattva must practice the perfection of wisdom if he wishes to see, by means of the divine 
eye, the Buddhas in each of the ten directions in universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges; if he 
wishes to hear, by means of the divine ear, all the teachings given by these Buddhas of the ten directions; if 
he wishes to penetrate [by means of mind] the mind of these Buddhas ( Punar aparam Sariputra ye dasasu 
diksu gahgdnadivdlukopamesu lokadhdtusu buddhd bhagavatas tan satvdn divyena caksusd drastukdmena, 
yams ca te buddhd bhagavanto dharman bhdsante tan sarvdn divyena srotrena srotukdmena, tesdm ca 
buddhdndm bhagavatdm cetasaiva cittam parijndtukamena bodhisattvena mahdsattvena prajhdpdmitdydm 
siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

I. SEEING AND HEARING ALL THE BUDDHAS 


What is seen by the divine eye ( divyacaksus ) does not go beyond <2273> one 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu. 183 But here, by the power of the Prajnaparamita, the bodhisattva sees all 
the Buddhas in each of the ten directions in universes as many as the sands of the Ganges. Why? Because 
in the view of the Prajnaparamita, nothing is near ( samipe ), nothing is far (dure), and there is no obstacle 
(pratigha ) to seeing. 

Question. - However, in the Pan-tcheou king (Pratyutpannasutra = Pratyutpannabuddha- 
sammukhavasthitasamadhisutra (‘Sutra of the concentration during which the Buddhas of the present are 
face-to-face’), it is said: “By the power of the Pratyutpannasamadhi, the ascetic, even without having 


183 The range of the divyacaksus varies with the qualities of those who hold it. - Kosabhasya, p. 429,1. 17-430,1. 3: 
Sravakapratyekabuddhabuddhds tv anabhisamskarena sahasradvisahasratrisahasrakan lokadhdtun yathasamkhyam 
pasyanti / adhisamskarena tu sravako ‘pi dvisdhasrcim lokadhdtum divyena caksusd pasyati / trisahasram 
khadgavisdnakalpah / buddhas tu bhagavdn asamkhyeyan lokadhdtun pasyati yavad ececchati. 

- Transl. - If they do not make an effort, the sravakas, pratyekabuddhas and the Buddha see, with the divine 
eye, one sahasra universe, one dvisahasra universe, one trisahasra universe, respectively. But if they make an effort, the 
sravakas see, with the divine eye, one dvisahasra universe, and the pratyekabuddhas, one trisahasra universe. As for the 
Blessed Buddha, he sees as many innumerable universes as he wishes. 
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acquired the divyacaksus, is able to see all the Buddhas of the present in the ten directions.” 184 On the other 
hand, here [in the Prajnaparamitasutra], by means of the divyacaksus, the bodhisattva sees all the Buddhas 
of the tendirections. What are the differences between these two visions? 

Answer. - 1) The divyacaksus is non-defded-indeterminate (anivrtydvydkrta)} 85 

2) The Pratyutpannasamadhi is obtained by a person freed of desire ( vftardga ) as well as by a person not 
freed of desire ( avitardga ), whereas the divyacaksus is obtained only by someone freed of desire. 186 
<2274> 

3) The Pratyutpannasamadhi is a vision resulting from constant meditation ( nityabhdvand '), the constant 
practice ( nityanisevana ) of subjective conceptualizing ( samkalpa ). 187 The divyacaksus, obtained by the 
practice of the superknowledges ( abhijnd ) is an eye consisting of pure derived matter of the four great 
elements of the form realm (mpadhdtos caturmahabhutany updddya rupaprasdda), 188 and this eye enjoys 
complete luminosity at all four points of the horizon ( caturdisa ). That is the difference. 


184 Pratyutpannasamadhisutra, T 418, k. 1, p. 905a23-27: It is not with the divine eye ( divyacaksus ) that the 
bodhisattva-mahasattva sees [the Buddhas of the present, Amita, etc], nor with the divine ear ( divyasrotra ) that he hears 
them, nor by the bases of miraculous power (rddhibala) that he goes to their Buddha fields ( buddhaksetra ). Nor does 
he see the Buddha by dying here and being reborn over there in the buddhaksetra: on the contrary, it is seated here in 
one place that he sees the Buddha Amita, hears the sutras preached by him and recollects them all. Coming out of 
samadhi, he still possesses them and preaches them to people. 

Other Chinese versions: T 417, p. 899al8-20; T 419, p. 922a22-27. 

185 The divyacaksus and the divyasrotra are part of the six abhijnas (cf. p. 1809F and foil.). As prajha associated with 
the visual consciousness and the auditory consciousness respectively, these two abhijnas are morally indeterminate, 
neither good nor bad. See Kosabhasya, p. 423,1. 11: Divyacaksuhsrotrabhijne avyakrte, tepunas 
caksuhsrotravijnanasamprayuktaprajhe. 

186 By its access to the dhyanas of rupadhatu, vitardga is free of the passions of kamadhatu; avitardga is the opposite. 
The pratyutpannasamadhi is within the range of all, lay and monastic, whether or not they are free of desire; the 
divyacaksus is reserved for dhyayins only, detached from kamadhatu. 

187 The Sanskrit word samkalpa [French: imagination] (conceptualizing) appears frequently in the Madhyamakakarikas 
and their commentary, the Prasannapada (p. 122,1. 6; 143,1. 11; 350,1. 8; 451,1. 11); in his translation of the 
Madhyamakasastra, Kumarajlva always renders samkalpa by the pariphrasis yi-siang-fen-pie (T 1564, k. 2, p. 13a22- 
23; k. 3, p. 23a25; k. 3, p. 28b24; k. 4, p. 31al3). The equivalence has already been noted by H. Nakamura, Bukkyfigo 
Daijiten, I, p. 134a. 

Pratyutpannasamadhi is pure autosuggestion, but practice is not useless nevertheless (see above, p. 1927- 
1928F, note). 

188 The divyaskasus is not imaginary: it is an organ made of a pure matter ( rupaprasdda ) derived from the four great 
elements present in the dhyanas. See Kosa, VII, p. 123, or Kosabhasya, p. 429. 
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4) The technique ( adhikara) of the divyacaksus is easy ( sulabha ): thus, when the sun has risen, seeing 
forms ( rupa ) is not hard ( krccha ). On the other hand, the technique of the [Pratyutpanna]-samadhi is 
difficult: thus when one lights a lamp (clfpa) in the dark of night, seeing colors {rupa) is not easy. 189 

It is the same for the divine ear {divyasrotra). <2275> 


II. PENETRATING THE MIND OF THE BUDDHAS 190 


Question. - If even a man of weak faculties (, mrdvindriya ) belonging to a higher stage ( uttarabhumi) does 
not know the mind {citta) of a man with strong faculties (, tiksnendriya ) belonging to a lower stage 
(avarabhumi ), if even a bodhisattva is unable to know the mind of a single Buddha, 191 how then {kah 

189 The first five abhijnas, of which divyacaksus is part, rely upon the four dhyanas, i.e., are obtained by an ascetic in 
dhyana (Kosa, VII, p. 101). As the Traite has noted above (p. 1827F), in the second dhyana the divyacaksus is easy to 
obtain for the visual consciousness ( caksurvijnana ) being absent there, the mind is concentrated ( samahita ) and free of 
distractions. - The practice of the Pratyutpannasamadhi is more complicated. In order to attain it, the practitioner must 
fulfill, during a period of three months of probation, four series of four conditions each (T 417, p. 899c9-12; T 418, k. 

1, p. 906al3-28). Then, the moment having come, he enters into concentration proper: “Whether he is a monk 

( sramana ) or a lay person ( avadatavasana ), he thinks constantly of the field ( ksetra ) of the buddha Amita in the 
western direction and of the Buddha of that direction, but without forgetting the rules of moral conduct ( siksdpada ). He 
thinks this way with hill attention ( ekacittena ) either for a day and a night, or for seven days and seven nights. At the 
end of the seven days, he sees the buddha Amita. Awakened [from the samadhi], he sees him no longer. It is like in 
dream visions ( svapnadarsana) where the sleeper does not know if they are daytime or night-time dreams, internal or 
external, where there are no shadows ( tamas ) to prevent seeing, no obstacles ( pratigha ) to prevent seeing” (T 418, k. 1, 
p. 905al4-20). - In the corresponding passage of T 417, p. 899a9-16, mention is also made of the Buddhas of the 
present. 

190 The preceding lines were about abhijna no. 5, the cyutupapddajnana, also called divyacaksus, and abhijna no. 2, the 
divyasrotra. Now it is a question of abhijna no. 3, the cetahparyayajndna , also called paracittajhana , ‘awareness of the 
mind of another’. The canonical definitions of these three abhijnas have been cited and translated above, p. 1809- 
1814F. By virtue of the paracittajhana, the ascetic, ’by means of his mind, is aware precisely of the minds of others, of 
other men’ ( parasattvanamparapudgalanam cetasaiva cittam yathabhutamprajanati). 

191 The limits of the awareness of anopther’s mind are clearly defined in Kosa, VII, p. 7 = Kosabhasya, p. 393,1. 9-12. 

1) The paracittajhana of a lower dhyana ( avaradhyanabhumika ) does not know the mind of a higher dhyana 
(uttaradhydnabhumika). 

2) The paracittajnana of a being of weak faculties {mrdvindriya), namely of the sraddhdvimukta and the 
samayavimukta, does not know the mind of a saint of strong faculties {tiksnendriya), namely of the drstiprapta and the 
asamayavimukta. 

3) The paracittajnana of a lower saint does not know the mind of a higher saint, in the order, anagamin, arhat, 
prateykabuddha, Buddha. 

4) When the mind of another is [past or future {atitandgata), the paracittajnana does not know it, for this 
jnana has as object the present minds and mental events ( vartamdnacittacaitta-visayatvdt). 
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punarvadah) could the bodhisattva ‘penetrate the mind of all the Buddhas of the ten directions as numerous 
as the sands of the Ganges’? 

Answer. - The magical power ( rddhibala ) of the Buddha helps the bodhisattva [to know the mind of all the 
Buddhas]. As the sutra says: “Of all beings, there is not one that knows the mind of the Buddha; but if the 
Buddha, by means of his power, helps one to know it, even insects (krmi) can know it.” 192 This is why 
<2276> the Buddha helps the bodhisattvas to know the mind of the Buddhas with his magical 
power. [306b] 

Moreover, the Prajnaparamita has as nature the absence of obstacles (anavaranalaksana). The coarse 
(i audarika ) and the subtle ( suksma ), the profound ( gambhira ) and the superficial, the fool ( bdla ) and the 
sage ( drya ), all are undifferentiated ( nirvisista ). The suchness ( tathatd ) of the mind of the Buddhas and the 
suchness of the mind of the bodhisattva are one and the same suchness; they are not different. By following 
this suchness, the bodhisattva is able to penetrate the mind of all the Buddhas. 

Finally, as for these marvelous extraordinary things (dscaryddbhutadharma), it is by not knowing them that 
one knows them. 193 This is why the Prajnaparamita says here that the bodhisattva wishing to obtain that 
should practice the perfection of wisdom. 


Buddhabhasitasamdharana 

Eight Section RETAINING THE TEACHINGS OF THE BUDDHAS 
OF THE PRESENT 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 30. 1. 14-16; Satasahasrika, p. 100, 1. 1-5). - The bodhisattva must practice the 
perfection of wisdom if, after having heard the teachings given in the ten directions by the Buddhas, he 
wishes to retain everything [and not forget them] until he attains supreme perfect enlightenment 


- Here the objector invokes the limits of the paracittajnana in order to deny that a bodhisattva knows the 
mind of the innumerable Buddhas of the present. 

192 Cf. Samghabheda, I, p. 196,1. 19-25; Divyavadana, p. 77,1. 14-16; 161,1. 23-25; 466,1. 10-13: Dharmata klmlu 
yasmin samaya buddhd bhagavanto laukikam cittam utpadayanti tadci kuntapipilika api prdninas tasmin samaye 
bhagavatas cetasa cittam djanati; prdgeva sakrabrahmadayo devah; yasmins tu samaya lokottaram cittam 
utpadayanti tasmin samaye mahdsrcivakci api bhagavtas cetasa cittam najdnati; kah punar vcidam sakrabrahmadayo 
devd; kuta eva kuntapipilika api prdninah. 

Transl. - It is the rule that at the moment when the Blessed Buddhas produce a worldly mind, even the 
kuntapipilika insects know the mind of the Blessed One with their own mind, and a fortiori, the gods Sakra, Brahma, 
etc. But when the Buddhas produce a supraworldly mind, even the great disciples cannot know the mind of the Blessed 
One with their own mind; then what can be said of the kuntapipilika insects? - In PaEi, kuntapipilika is 
kunthakipillaka: these are ants. 

193 Se Panjika cited above, p. 2021F: Tattvamprajnayd vivecyamdnam sarvadharmdnupalambha-laksanam avasitam. 
- Transl. - The Absolute, discerned by wisdom, comes down to the non-perception of any dharma whatsoever. 
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(Bodhisattvena mahdsattvena yams te buddhd bhagavato dasasu diksu dharman bhasante tan srutva 
sarvan samdharayitukamena ydvad anuttaram samyaksambodhi, abhisambuddha iti prandparamitayam 
siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

Question. - The teachings of a single Buddha are already hard to retain ( samdhdrayitum ); how then would 
the bodhisattva retain and not forget the teachings of innumerable Buddhas? 

Answer. - By the power of the Srutadharadharani, the ‘dharani retaining what has been heard’, 194 the 
bodhisattva gets a strong memory ( smrti ) and by the power of the dharani, he does not forget. 

Moreover, as is said here, it is by the power of the Prajnaparamita [that the bodhisattva retains the teachings 
of all the Buddhas]. <2277> Perfectly pure ( atyantavisuddhi ) and free of any clinging ( adhyavasdna ), this 
paramita is like the great sea ( mahdsamudra ) which receives all the rivers. Similarly, by means of this great 
receiver ( mahdbhdjana ), the Prajnaparamita, the bodhisattva retains and does not forget the innumerable 
teachings of the Buddhas of the ten directions. 

Finally, the Prajnaparamita is incomparable (anupama) like space (dkdsa). After the final conflagration 
(,kalpodddha ), a great rain (; mahdvarsa ) fills everything and, except for space, there is no place that can 
receive it; similarly, when the rain of teachings ( dharmadesana ) of the Buddhas of the ten directions comes 
out of the Buddhas’ mouths, there is nobody to retain it except for the bodhisattva practicing the 
prajnaparamita. 

This is why the Prajnaparamitasutra says here that in order to hear [and retain] the teachings of the Buddhas 
of the ten directions, the bodhisattva must practice the perfection of wisdom. 


Seep. 318F, 328F, 1865F. 
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CHAPTER LI: SEEING ALL THE BUDDHA FIELDS 


First Section SEEING THE FIELDS OF THE BUDDHAS OF THE 
THREE TIMES 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 39, 1. 17-18; Satasahasrika, p. 100, 1. 5-8). - Furthermore, O Sariputra, the 
bodhisattva-mahasattva must practice the perfection of wisdom if he wishes to see the Buddha-fields of the 
past and future Buddhas, and if he wishes to see the Buddha-fields of the Buddhas existing at the present 
everywhere in the ten directions ( Punar aparam, Sariputra, bodhisattvena mahdsattvena atftandm 
cdndgatdndm ca buddhdndm bhagavatdm buddhaksetrdni drastukdmena, pratyutpanndndm api samantad 
dasadiksu buddhdndm bhagavatdm buddhaksetrdni drastukdmena prajhdpdramitdydm siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

Question. - But in seeing the Buddhas of the ten directions (cf. p. 2272F) the bodhisattva has already seen 
their Buddha-fields; why speak again here of the bodhisattva “who wishes to see the Buddha-fields”? 

Answer. - [Above], the bodhisattva had not yet penetrated deeply into the dhyanas and the absorptions 
{samdpatti) and, had he seen the Buddha-fields of the ten directions with their mountains, rivers, plants and 
trees, his mind would have been distracted ( viksipta ): this is why he was limited to seeing the Buddhas. 
Everything happened as in the recollection of the Buddha ( buddhdnusmrti ) where it is said (p. 1340F) that 
“the yogin sees only the Buddhas but does not see the lands, the mountain, the rivers or the trees”. Flere, on 
the other hand, the bodhisattva has obtained the power of the dhyanas and the absorptions ( samdpatti ) and 
is thus able to see as much as he wants (yatheccham ), [not only the Buddhas but also the Buddha-fields]. 

Furthermore, the very pure Buddha-fields (parisuddhabuddhaksetra ) are difficult to see: this is why the 
Prajnaparamita says here that “if he wishes to see the Buddha-fields, the bodhisattva must practice the 
perfection of wisdom.” [306c] 

Finally, each Buddha possesses hundreds of thousands <2280> of kinds of buddhaksetras. As I said before 
(p. 2230F), there are pure (visuddha), impure ( avisuddha ), mixed ( misra ) or absolutely pure 
(i atyantaparisuddha ) buddhaksetras: since the latter are hard to see ( durdrsa ), the power of the 
Prajnaparamita is needed to discover them. It is like the devaputra: 195 in his audience hall; he can be seen 
by the people from the outside, but in his private apartments he is not seen by anyone. 

Question. - We accept that the buddhaksetras presently existing in the ten directions can be seen; but how 
could one see the buddhaksetras of the past and future Buddhas? 

195 Under the official title of devaputra, the Traite here means the Kusana emperor ruling at its time: cf. Traite, Vol. 

Ill, Introduction, p. XI. 
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Answer. - The bodhisattva possesses the concentration called ‘vision of the past and future’ 
(i atitdndgatadarsana ); in this concentration he sees things past and future: it is like the visions in a dream 
(, svapnadarsana). 

Furthermore, the bodhisattva possesses the concentration of unceasing term ( anirodhakoti ). 1% In this 
concentration, he does not see that the Buddhas have cessation. 

Question. - But these two concentrations ( samadhi ) are not of the eyes ( caksus ); then how could he see? 

Answer. - These two concentrations are wisdoms ( prajna) metaphorically (prajnaptitas) called ‘eye’. 
Similarly, in the [triple] turning ( parivarta ) of the Wheel of Dharma ( dharmacakra ), on [each of the twelve 
aspects (akara) of the four noble truths (dryasatya), the ascetic obtains the ‘eye’ (caksus), the knowledge 
( jnana ), the clear intuition ( vidya ), the awareness ( buddhi ). 197 <2281> 


196 The anirodhakoti, like the anutpadakoti mentioned above (Pancavimsati, p. 29,1. 7) is none other than the true 
nature of dhannas without production or cessation. 

197 The bodhisattva sees the true nature of things by means of pure wisdom ( prajna andsrava) and, even in the earliest 
texts, this wisdom which in reality sees nothing, is metaphorically called ‘eye’ (caksus). 

The Wheel of the Dharma is of three turnings and twelve aspects. In Sanskrit, triparivartam dvadasakdram 
dharmacakram (Mahavastu, III, p. 333,1. 11; Divyavadana, p. 205,1. 21; 393,1. 23; Lalitavistara, p. 422,1. 2; 
Astasahasrika, p. 380,1. 13; Sad. Pundarika, p. 179,1. 1). In Pali, tiparivattam dvadasakararam yathdbhutam 
hanadassanam (Vinaya, I, p. 11,1. 20; II, 1. 25; Samyutta, V, p. 422,1. 32.) 

The expression is explained in Samyutta, V, p. 420-424; Samyukta, T 99, k. 15, p. 104c-105a; Catusparisad, 
p. 142-152 or 445-446; Dhannaguptaka Vin., T 1428, k. 32, p. 788a27-b23; Mulasarv. Vin., Samghabheda, I, p. 135- 
136; Mahavastu, III, p. 332-333; Lalitavistara, p. 417-418; Aloka, p. 381-382; Mahavyut., no. 1309-1324. 

The first turning (parivarta ) of the noble Truths is the Path of seeing (darsanamdrga) and consists of four 
aspects (akara): 1) This is suffering (idatn duhkham ); 2) This is its origin (ayam samudayah ); 3) This is its cessation 
(ayam nirodhah); 4) This is the path of the cessation of suffering (iyam nirodhagamim pratipat). 

The second turning is the path of meditation (bhdvandmdrga) and consists of four aspects: 1) The noble truth 
of suffering should be known (duhkham aryasatyam parijheyam ); 2) Its origin should be eliminated 
(duhkhasamudayah prahdtavyah); 3) Its destruction should be realized (duhkhanirodhah saksdtkartavyah ); 4) The path 
of cessation of suffering should be practiced (duhkhanirodhagamimpratipad bhavayitavya). 

The third turning is the path of the arhat (asaiksamdrga) and consists of four aspects: 1) Suffering is known 
(duhkhamparijhatam ); 2) Its origin has been destroyed (samudayahprahinah); 3) Its destruction has been realized 
(nirodhah saksatkrtah)', 4) The path of the cessation of suffering has been practiced (duhkhanirodhagamim pratipad 
bhdvita). 

After each of the twelve aspects mentioned here, the sources repeat the fonnula: Purvam ananusrutesu 
dharmesu yoniso manasikurvatas caksur udapadi, jhanam vidydbuddhir udapcidi: “When I was meditating on these 
things not yet understood by me, the eye was bom in me, the knowledge, the clear intuition, the awareness were bom.” 
It is in regard to these four synonyms where the eye is taken in the metaphorical sense of wisdom (prajna) that the 
Traite is alluding here. I [Lamotte} have no doubt that it is a question here of synonyms, although some scholars detect 
nuances between caksus. jhana. vidya and buddhi: cf. Kosavyakhya, p. 580,1. 30-581,1. 6. 
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Furthermore, the bodhisattva who sees the buddhaksetras presently existing in the ten directions knows 
perfectly well that the past ( atfta ) and future ( anagata ) buddhaksetras are the same as them. Why? Because 
the qualities ( guna ) of the Buddhas are the same amongst all of them. In this regard, see p. 2228F. 

Finally, in [the view] of the prajnaparamita, the present ( pratyutpanna ), the past (atfta) and the future 
(anagata) are the same (sama) and without differences (nirvisista) for it is a matter of one and the same 
suchness (tathatd), one and the same fundamental element (dharmadhdtu). This is why you should not 
argue with us here. 


Dvadasangapravacana 

Second Section HEARING THE TWELVE-MEMBERED SPEECH OF 
THE BUDDHA 

PRELIMINARY NOTE 

From the evidence of the philosopher and commentator Buddhaghosa, the speech of the Buddha, such as it 
was presented in Ceylon in the 5 th century of our era, was the object of seven different classifications. They 
are listed in the Samantapasadika, p. 16; the Sumangalavilasim, p. 15; and the Atthasalim, p. 18): 

Tad etam sabbam pi Buddhavacanam rasavasena ekavidham, dhammavinayavasena duvidham, 

pathamamajjhimapac chimavasena tividham, tathd pitakavasena, nikdyavasena pancavidham, 
angavasena navavidham, dhammakkhandavasena caturasftisahassavidhan ti veditabbam. 

“It should be known that the Buddha’s speech is single in its taste, twofold because of the Dharma and the 
discipline, threefold because of the initial, intermediate and final (words of the Buddha), also threefold 
because of the baskets, <2282> fivefold because of the collections, ninefold because of the members (anga) 
and finally 84,000-fold because of the articles of the Dharma.” 

The earliest texts mention a classification of the scriptures into members or angas. These angas are not 
literary genres but simply composition types in respect to form (e.g., prose or verse) or content (e.g., 
sermons, predictions, stories, conversations, commentaries, etc). 

The major drawback of this classification is that, far from being mutually exclusive, the angas overlap one 
another. Thus a sutra is also a geya if it contains verse, a gdthd if it is expressed in stanzas, an uddna if it 
includes exclamations, an ityuktaka if it begins or ends with certain stereotyped formulas, a jdtaka if it tells 
about previous lifetimes, a v ydkarana if it contains explanations or predictions, etc. 

The Pali sources list nine members: the Sanskrit-Chinese sources usually mention twelve; the classification 
into nine members is called Navanga, the classification into twelve members, Dvadasanga. 

A. Hirakawa has dedicated a masterful study to the Dvadasanga in his work Shoki daijfi no Kenya (Study 
on the early Mahayana), 1968, p. 721-753. Previously he had condensed his ideas into an article entitled 
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The Rise of Mahayana Buddhism in Memoirs of the Research Department of the TfiyB Bunko, no. 22 
(1963), p. 61-65. 

In the canonical sources, whether they are nine or twelve in number, the angas are set out without any 
explanation. They are supposed to include the entirety of the Buddhist scriptures, but they could also be 
applied to any other literature, sacred as well as profane. This type of classification is not necessarily 
Buddhist in origin and could be derived from literary concepts widespread in the early centuries of 
Buddhism. This would explain the hesitation that commentators will always feel when they have to define 
any anga in particular. 


1. The Navanga 

Throughout their history, the Theravadins have maintained the division of the scriptures into nine angas, 
cited in Pali in the following order: 1 ) sutta, 2) geyya, 3) veyyakarana, 4) gdthd, 5) uddna, 6) itivuttaka, 7) 
jdtaka, 8) abbhutadhamma, 9) vedalla. 

The canonical and paracanonical texts list these angas without trying to define them: 

Vinaya, III, p. 8. 

Majjhima, I, p. 133-134; Anguttara, II,p. 7, 103, 178; III, p. 86, 88, 177, 361, 362; IV, p. 113; 
Mahaniddesa, I, p. 143; Cullaniddesa, p. 192. 

Puggalapannatti, p. 43, 62. 

Milindapanha, p. 344,1. 3 ( navahgasdsana ). 

As we have seen, the other Buddhist schools preferred the list of twelve members: the Dvadasanga (in 
Chinese che eul pou king or che eul fen kiao ); and the Sanskrit-Chinese sources exceptionally mention the 
Navanga ( kieou pou king or kieou fen kiao) also. <2283> 

1. The Navanga are mentioned in some rare canonical sutras translated into Chinese: Parinirvana, T 7, k. 1, 
p. 194b8; SamgTti, T 12, k. 1, p. 227b26-27; Angulimala, T 120, k. 2, p. 524a28; Itivrttaka, T 765, k. 5, 
684a3-4: k. 7, p. 607cl7-18. 

2. The Mahasamghika Vinaya, like the Pali Vinaya, counts only nine angas: T 1425, k. 1, p. 227bl2-13; k. 
7, p. 281cl8-20; k. 16, p. 356cl0-13. 

In the Mahayanist sutras and sastras, the Navanga is the exception, except when it is a matter of contrasting 
the Hinayanist Navanga with the Mahayanist Dvadasanga. 

3. The Saddharmapundanka proposes a navanga (p. 46, 1. 1) different from the Pali classification, which 
consists of (p. 45, 1. 7-8): 1) sutra, 2) gdthd, 3) itivrttaka, 4) jdtaka, 5) adblmta, 6) niddna, 7) aupamya, 8) 
geya, 9) upadesa. 
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The Chinese versions faithfully translate these passages (cf. T 262, k. 1, p. 7c25-27 and p. 8a6; T 264, k. 1, 
p. 140cl6-18 and 26), but a few pages later, refer to the Dvadasanga (cf. T 262, k. 4, p. 34b3; T 264, k. 4, 
p. 168cl2). 

4. Two Mahayanist treatises, traditionally attributed to Nagarjuna and both translated by KumarajTva, the 
Upadesa (T 1509) and the Dasabhumikavibhasa (T 1521) disagree on the number of the angas: the Upadesa 
counts twelve, the Vibhasa, nine (T 1521, k. 2, p. 29b3; k. 3, p. 35bl6; k. 6, p. 50bl7; k. 9, p. 69b26-28). 

5. For the Mahayanist Mahaparinirvanasutra, the Navanga represents the Hlnayanist Buddhism which is but 
the semi-speech of the Buddha (T 374, k. 3, p. 383c6-9; k. 5, pi. 391a9; k. 7, p. 404a5; T 375, k. 3, p. 
623b25-27; k. 5, p. 63al4; k. 7, p. 644c9), whereas the Dvadasanga is supposed to contain the entirety of 
the Buddha’s speech held by the Mahayana (T 374, k. 15, p. 451bl5-18; T 375, k. 14, p. 693bl6-19). 

2. The Dvasasanga 


The division of the scriptures into twelve angas is largely predominant in the Buddhism of the Sanskrit 
language, both HInayana and Mahayana, and the twelve members are often cited in the following manner, 
that of the Mahavyutpatti (no. 1267-1278): 

1) sutra, 2) geya, 3) vyaltarana, 4) gdthd, 5) udana, 6) nidana, 7) avaddna, 8) itivrttaka, 9) jdtaka, 10) 
vaipulya, 11) adbhutadharma, 12) upadesa. 

Three members are added to the preceding list: nidana, introduction showing the circumstances incidental 
to the speech; avaddna, story of a feat; upadesa, systematic instruction. Two words have been sanskritized: 
vedalla, of obscure meaning, has been replaced here by vaipulya, ‘developed text’; itivuttaka ‘thus has it 
been said’ is sanskritized as ityuktaka, having the same meaning, or hyper-sanskritized as itivrttaka ‘thus 
has it happened. 

Ityuktaka is vouched for, with an error of spelling, in the Satasahasrika, p. 100, 1. 10; 1460, 1. 5. Itivrttaka 
occurs more frequently: cf. Sanskrit Mahaparnirvana, p. 386, 1. 2; Kosavyakhya, p. 438, 1. 30; 
Pancavimsatisah., p. 31, 1. 5; 158, 1. 13; 218, 1. 13; Saddharmapundarika, ed. Kern <2284> -Nanjio, p. 45,1. 
7 and Kashgar version, ed. H. Toda, II-III, p. 329,1. 30; Bodhisattvabhumi, p. 67,1. 20; 397,1. 12-13. 

For itivuttaka in Pali, see Critical Pali Dictionaiy, vol. II, p. 279b; for itivrttaka in Sanskrit, see Edgerton, 
Dictionary, p. 113b. 

Among the texts mentioning the Dvadasanga, we may mention: 

1. The four canonical Agamas: Dlrgha, T 1, k. 3, p. 16cl5-17; k. 12, p. 75-bl9; Madhyama, T 26, k. 1, p. 
421al9-20; k. 45,p. 709b7-8; k. 54, p. 764al4-15; Samyukta, T 99, k. 41, p. 300c5-8; T 100, k. 6, p. 415bl- 
3; Ekottara, T 125, k. 17, p. 635al 1-13; k. 21, p. 657a2-4; k. 33, p. 728c3-6; k. 46, p. 794M4-16; k. 48, p. 
813al6-17 and 28-29. - Sanskrit Mahaparinirvana, ed. Waldschmidt, p. 386,1. 2. 


1890 



2. The Vinayas of the Mahlsasaka, T 1421, k. 1, p. Icl4-16; of the Dharmaguptakas, T 1428, k. 1, p. 
569b4-7; of the Sarvastivadins: Sarvastivinayavibhasa, T 1440, k. 4, p. 526al2; k. 6, p. 540a21; of the 
Miilasarv., Ksudrakavastu, T 1451, k. 38, p. 398c25-27. 

3. The Abhidharmas of the Sarvativadins: Samgltiparyaya, T 1536, k. 14, p. 427cl6-18; k. 17, p. 437a24- 
25; Jnanaprasthana, T 1543, k. 17, p. 853b(aberrant list often angas); T 1544, k. 12, p. 98lb6-7. 

4. Stories and apologues: Chen king, T 154, k. 5, p. 107b28; Fo pao ngen king, T 156, k. 1, p. 128a5; k. 7, 
p. 163b28; Sin ti kouan king, T 159, k. 8, p. 328b5; Fa kiu king, T 210, k. 1, p. 566b25; Tch’ou yao king, T 
212, k. 17,p. 698cl; Tche keou king, T 214, k. 1, p. 799cl2. 

5. The Prajnaparamitasutras: 

Astasahasrika, T 225, k. 3, p. 488al7. 

Pancavimsatisahasrika, ed. Dutt, p. 31, 1. 5-6; 158, 1. 12-14; 218, 1. 13-14; T 221, k. 1, p. 4a4; k. 4, p. 
28al3-14; T 222, k. 1, p. 150c28; k. 7, p. p. 197a28; T 223, k. 1, p. 220b25-28; k. 10, p. 291a28-29; k. 22, 
p. 379c9-10; T 220, vol. VII, k. 402, p. 9c26-28; k. 416, p. 88cll; k. 430, p. 162c25-28; k. 440, p. 219a24- 
28. 

Astadasasahasrika, T 220, vol. VII, k. 479, p. 431c21-22; k. 509, p. 599a5-6. 

Satasahasrika, ed. Ghosa, p. 100,1. 9-10; 1460,1. 5-6; vol. V, k. 3, p. 15b20-21; k, 127, p. 699a7-9. 

6. Avatamsaka, T 281, p. 449a29; k. 1, p. 620c23; k. 6, p. 658c28. 

7. Ratnakuta, T 310, k. 37, p. 210a4-6; k. 77, p. 436al4-6; k. 91, p. 522a25-27. 

8. Mahasamnipata, T 397, k. 5, p. 30c8; k. 22, p. 157b26-28; p. 159al4 and 17; k. 31, p. 215b23. 

3. Explanations of the Angas 


The early sources were limited to citing the nine or twelve angas; they were careful not to define them, 
undoubtedly because they had only a very vague notion of them. Starting from the 2 nd century of our era, 
the scholars attempted to explain the angas, but their interpretations lack coherence and their hesitations 
betray their embarrassment. On this subject see the masterly work of E. Mayeda, A History of the 
Formation of Original Buddhist Texts. 1964. 

In regard to the twelve angas, the commentaries furnished by the following works are taken into account: 
<2285> 

1. Abhidharmamahavibhasasastra, T 1545, k. 126, p. 659c8-660b7. 

2. Mahaprajnaparamitasutropadesa,T 1509, k. 33, p.306cl6-308bl7; this passage will be translated in 
the following pages. 

3. Satyasiddhisastra, T 1646, k. 1, p. 244cl l-245b6. 
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4. Mahaparinirvanasutra, T 374, k. 15, p. 451bl8-452al7. 

5. Udanasiitra,T 212, k. 6, p. 643c. 

6. Yogacarabhumisastra, T 1579, k. 25, p. 418b23- 419a3; k. 81, p. 753al0-b21. 

7. Hien yang cheng kiao louen,T 1602, k. 6, p. 508cl5- 509a24; k. 12, p. 538b22-539al. 

8. Mahayanabhidharmasamuccaya, T 1605, k. 6, p. 686al8-b24. 

9. Mahayanabhidharmasamuccayavyakhya, T 1606, k. 11, p. 743b5-744al2. 

10. Abhidharmanyayanusara, T 1562, k. 44, p. 595al-b5. 

The explanations furnished in the 5 th century by Buddhaghosa and his school on the nine angas of the Pali 
traditions are later than these commentaries. They occur in the form of a stock phrase in the Pali 
Commentaries of the Vinaya, I, p. 28-29, of the Digha, I, p. 23-24, of the Majjhima, II, p. 106, and in the 
Atthasalinl, p. 26. 

As D. J. Kalupahana comments ( Encyclopedia of Buddhism, ed. Malalasekera, I, p. 619), the real meaning 
of the division into nine and twelve angas was almost entirely lost at the time when the Buddhist scholiasts 
of late date were trying to explain it. At that time, quite a few Buddhist texts were circulating among the 
public and found their way into the libraries of the Samgharama. Lacking a better explanation, the early 
commentators believed or wanted to find in the Navanga or the Dvadasanga if not references at least 
allusions to works recognized by their schools. Hence the rather forced comparisons which appear to 
guarantee the antiquity and authenticity of the entire literary output. 

The Mahavibhasa of the Kasmir arhats (T 1545) was undoubtedly the first to engage on this path. It was 
followed by the Traite which was inspired in part by it, with the difference, however, that the Vibhasa was 
interested only in the Hlnayanist production whereas the Traite wanted to authenticate the entirety of the 
Mahayanist literature. 

* 

Here are the twelve angas according to the various recensions of the Pancavimsatisahasrika: the first 
column is borrowed from the original Sanskrit, ed. Dutt, p. 31, 1.5-6; the second column from the Tibetan 
version, Tib. Trip., vol. 18, no. 731, p. 55, fol. 37b3-4; the third from the Chinese translation of 
Kumarajlva, T 223, k. 1, p. 220b25-28; the fourth from the Chinese translation of Hiuan-tsang, T 220 (vol. 
VII), k. 402, p. 9c26-28i 

1. sutra, mdo, sieou to lo (K), k’i king (H). 

2. geya, dbyahs kyis bshadpa, k’i ye, (K), ying song (H). 

3. vyakarana, lun bstan pa, cheou ki (K), cheou ki (H). 

4. gdthd, tshigs su bead pa, k’ie t’o, (K),fong song (H). 

5. uddna, ched du brjodpa, yeou t’o na (K), tseu chon (H). 

6. niddna, glen gzi, yin yuan (K), yin yuan (H). 
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7. avddana, rtogs pa brjodpa, apo t ’o na (K), p 7 yu (H). 

8 . ityuktaka, - , jou che yu king (K), - . 

itivrttaka, hdi Itar hdaspa, yi mou (tchou) to kia (K), pen che (H). 

9 . jdtaka, skyespahi rabs, pen cheng (K ),pen cheng (H). 

10. vaipnlya, sin tu rgyaspa, kouang king (K ),fang kouang (H). 

- , - , P ifa lio (K), - . 

11. adbhutadhaarma, rmad du byuh bahi chos, wei ts 'ewngyeou king (K), hi fa (H). 

12. upadesa, gtan la dbab par bstan pa, louenyi (K), louenyi (H). 

- , - , yeou po 1 7 cho (K), - . 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 31, 1. 4-8; Satasahasrika, p. 100, 1. 8-14). - Furthermore, O Sariputra, the 
bodhisattva-mahasattva must practice the perfection of wisdom if he wishes to hear, recite, conserve and 
retain the twelve-membered speech of the Buddha, preached in the ten directions by the Buddhas, namely: 
1) sutra, 2) geya, 3) vyakarana, 4) gatha, 5) udana, 6) nidana, 7) avadana, 8) ityuktaka, 9) jataka, 10) 
vaipulya, 11) adbhutadharma, 12) upadesa; whether or not this speech has been heard by the sravakas 
(Punar aparam Sariputra yat kimcid dasasu diksu buddhair bhagadbhir bhdsitam dvddasdhgam 
buddlwvacanam yadidam sutram geyam vyakaranam gatha uddnam niddnam avadanam ityuktakam 
jdtakam vaipulyam adbhutadharmad upadesah, yac ca srdvakaih srutam vd na srutam vd tat sarvam 
srotukdmena vdcayitukdmenodgrahahTtukdmena dhdrayitukdmena bodhisattvena mahdsattvena 
prajndpdramitdydm siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

Above (p. 2272F) the Prajnaparamitasutra spoke of the bodhisattva “wanting to hear the teachings given in 
the ten directions by the Buddhas and, to this end, practicing the perfection of <2287> wisdom”. Flere it is a 
matter of these teachings, the ‘twelve-membered speech of the Buddha’ (dvddasdhgam 
buddhavacanam ). 198 


I. SUTRA 

Among these texts, those that correctly ( sucanatas) express the meaning are called sutra . 199 These are: 

/') the four Agamas, ii) the Mahayanasutras, Hi) the 250 rules ( siksdpada ). 200 

198 Buddhavacana, or also sasana, buddhasasanam, atthusasana, jinasasana, dharrnapravacana or simply 
pravacanani. 

199 Cf. Mahayana Sutralamkara, p. 54: dsrayato laksanato dharmad arthdc ca sucanat sutram. - Sutra is thus called 
because it gives infonnation on place, nature, doctrine and meaning. 

200 Cf. later, k. 100, p. 756b22-cl: “The words coming from the mouth of the Buddha and reproduced in writing are of 
two groups: the Tripitaka which is the doctrine of the sravakas, and the Mahayanasutras which are the doctrine of the 
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And, apart from the Tripitaka, there are also texts that are called sutras. 


II. GEYA 

The kie ‘verses’ found in the sutras are called geya ‘songs’. 


III. VYAKARANA 201 

The predictions relating to the nine paths ( navamdrga ) of beings, i.e., (1-3) the paths of the three Vehicles 
(triydnamarga) and (4-9) the paths of the six destinies (sadgatimarga) are called vyakarana. <22888> 

1) [The Buddha predicts] that a certain man, after so many incalculable periods ( asamkhyeyakalpa ), will 
become Buddha, or he predicts that after so many years ( varsa, samvatsara), he will become Buddha. 

2) He predicts that a sravaka in the present lifetime ( ihaloka ) or in the future lifetime (paraloka ) will obtain 
bodhi. 

3) He predicts that a pratyekabuddha, in the future lifetime only, will obtain bodhi. 


Greater Vehicle. When the Buddha was in this world, the name Tripitaka did not exist; there were only bhiksus who 
were specialists in the sutras ( sutradhara ), specialists in the discipline ( vinayadhcirci) or specialists in catechesis 
(matrkadhara). ‘Sutra’ is the name of the sacred texts found in the four Agamas (agamacatustaya) and the name of the 
sacred texts found in the Mahayana. The sutras are of two groups: the sutras contained in the four Agamas and the 
Mahayansutras called Great Sutras. To penetrate into these two groups is to penetrate into the Greater and Lesser 
Vehicles also. The 250 precepts ( siksapada ) and similar texts are called ‘sutra’.” 

- The Traite recognizes as canonical and calls ‘sutra’ the texts contained in the four Agamas or the 
Agamacatustaya of which the Sarvastivadin sources speak (cf. DTvyavadana, p. 17,1. 22; 333,1. 8), the Mahayanasutras 
rejected by the Hlnyana sects and some disciplinary texts such as ‘the 250 precepts’ making up the first three song of 
the Sarvastivadin Vinaya (T 1435): cf. above, p. 104F, n. 2. Buddhaghosa will likewise place the Suttavibhanga of the 
Vinayapitaka among the suttas. 

i01 Vyakarana can designate a catechesis by means of questions and answers, an explanation or a prediction. The 
Traite here holds only this latter meaning. When the Buddha is about to give a prediction, he smiles and multicolored 
rays are emitted from his upper and lower canine teeth which light up the beings of the three unfortunate destinies and 
the two happy destinies, proclaiming the three seals of the Dharma and making conversions. Thus doing the work of 
the Buddha, the rays return to the Buddha and, according to whether they have announced such and such an attaining of 
Bodhi, they re-enter the Buddha by such and such a part of his body. Witnessing these miracles, Ananda asks the 
Buddha about their meaning and the Teacher gives him their explanation. 

The predictions that the Buddha was led to give were numerous. They always unfolded according to the 
rituals that have just been summarized. In order to describe them, the texts, particularly those of the Sarvastivadins, 
always use the same stock phrase: cf. Divyavadana, p. 67,1. 16-69; 138,1. 1-140,1. 7; 265,1. 16-267,1. 7; 

Samghabheda, II, p. 161,1. 21-163,1. 20; Avadanasataka, I, p. 4,1. 5-7,1. 6; 10,1. 5-12,1. 20; 19,1. 1-22,1. 5, etc. - This 
stock phrase has already been given above, p. 460F, n. 2. 
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4-9) He predicts that the beings belonging to one of the six other destinies [naraka, tiryanc, preta, manusya, 
deva, asura], in the future lifetime equally, will obtain their retribution (vipaka). 

[The prediction takes place in the following manner]: [307a] 

1) For the Buddha, it is the rule that, at the moment when he is going to give the prediction ( vydkarana ) to 
a being, he first smiles ( purvam smitam prdviskaroti), then immense rays ( arcis ) shoot forth from his four 
canine teeth ( damstra ): blue (nila), yellow {pita), red (/ 0 / 7 /to), white ( avaddta ), bright red {manjistha), etc. 
rays. 

2) The rays that stream forth from his two upper canine teeth illumine the three bad destinies (durgati) - 
[naraka, tiryanc and preta] - and, from these rays immense preachings {dharmadesana) spread out 
proclaiming: “All formations are impermanent, all dharmas are without self, peaceful is nirvana” 
{sarvasamskara anityah, sarvadharma andtmdnah, santam nirvanam). The beings who encounter these 
rays and hear this preaching find happiness of body and mind ( kdyacittasukha ), will be reborn among 
humans {manusya) and gods {deva) and, as a result, will come to the end of suffering {duhkhasydnta). 

3) The rays that stream forth from his two lower canines go upwards (uparistad gacchanti) to illuminate 
humans {manusya) and gods <2289> {deva) up to the absorption of the summit of existence 
( bliavdgrasamdpatti ): 

a. The deaf {badhira), the blind (, andha) and the mute ( mukha ), the mentally disturbed {unmatta) and the 
sick ( rogasprsta) are cured. 

b. The six [classes] of gods of the desire realm (satkdmadeva), humans {manusya), asuras, enjoying all the 
happiness of the five objects of enjoyment ( pancakdmaguna ), as soon as they come in contact with the 
Buddha’s rays and perceive the sounds {sabda) of the preaching of the Dharma {dharmadesana), are seized 
by horror {vidusana) in regard to the sense pleasures and find happiness of body and mind 
{kdyacittasukha). 

c. As for the gods of the form realm ( riipadhatudeva ), the ones who are enjoying the happiness of the 
dhyanas {dhydnasukha), as soon as they come in contact with the Buddha’s rays and perceive the sounds of 
the preaching of the Dharma, they are seized with disgust [for the taste of the dhyanas] ( dhydndsvddana )] 
and go to the Buddha. 

4) This goes on while the rays have gone to the ten directions and have illuminated the six destinies 
(sadgati) everywhere. Having thus done the work of the Buddha ( buddhakdrya ), they return to the Buddha, 
make seven circuits around his body and [are reabsorbed into him]. 

a. If the Buddha predicts a birth among the damned {narakapapatti), the rays re-enter him by the soles of 
his feet {pddatale ‘ntardhiyante). 

b. If the Buddha predicts a birth among the animals {tiiyagupapatti), the rays re-enter through his heel 
(pdrsnydm antaradhiyante). 

c. If the Buddha predicts a birth among the pretas (pretopatti), the rays re-enter through his big toe 
(pdddhgusthe ‘ntardhiyante). 
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d. If the Buddha predicts a birth among humans ( manusyopapatti ), the rays re-enter by his navel ( nabhyam 
antardhTyante). 

e. If the Buddha predicts a birth among the gods ( devopatti ), the rays re-enter by his chest ( urasy 
antardhTyante). 

f. If the Buddha announces [the bodhi] of the sravakas the rays re-enter by his mouth (dsye ‘ntardhTyante). 

g. If the Buddha announces [the bodhi] of the pratyekabuddhas, the rays re-enter by the [tuft of white hairs] 
between his eyebrows ( urndydm antardhTyante). 

h. If the Buddha announces [the sambodhi] of the Buddhas, the rays re-enter by his cranial protuberance 
{usnise ‘ntardhTyante). 

5) When the Buddha makes a prediction (v ydkarana), he first manifests these signs, then his disciples, 
Ananda, etc., question him as to their meaning. <2290> 


IV. GATHA 

All the kie ‘verses’, if they are composed of six, three or five metric feet (pada) or an undetermined number 
of metric feet, are called k’i-ye ‘geya’ and also k’ie-to, ‘gatha, stanza’.the 


V. UDANA 202 


202 In general, any literary composition where, under the influence of joy or sadness, an ‘exclamation’ is uttered, most 
often in the form of gatha, can be called uddna. Here the Traite is going to use as example a sutta from the Samyutta 
(III, p. 55-58) entitled precisely Uddna; but the examples may be infinitely multiplied, as the expression uddnam 
udanayati ‘to utter and exclaim’ is often met in the canonical texts. The exclamation is not always made by the 
Buddha: it may also be uttered by the deities or by the disciples. 

But udana can also designate a given Buddhist work: for example, a collection of verses compiled after the 
Buddha’s parinirvana dealing with the grand subjects of the religion. This collection had been divided into chapters 
(varga), the first dealing with impermanence ( anitya) and the last with the brahmana. This brief description can be 
applied only to the Uddna of Eastern Turkestan, one of the minor texts classified by the Sarvastivadins into the special 
collection of the Ksudrakagama or Ksudrakapitaka (cf. Mulasarv. Vin., Gilgit Manuscripts, III, part 4, p. 188,1. 8; T 
1448, k. 3, p. 1 lb6; Divyavadana, p. 20,1. 23; 34,1. 29; Samyuktagama, T 99, k. 49, p. 362cl0. This Udana of the 
North, according to F. Bernhard’s edition (1965), consisted of 33 chapters, the first of which is entitled Anityavarga 
and the last, Brahmanavarga. In the west, this work has long been designated under the title of Uddnavarga, but F. 
Bernhard has shown that uddnavarga is a common name meaning ‘the vargas (chapters) of the Udana’, and that the 
work was really called Uddna (Zum Titel des sogenannten Uddnavarga, Sonderdruck der ZDMG, Supplementa I, 

1969, p. 872-881). With the Dharmapada which is similar to it, the Udana was the object of a Tibetan translation (Otani 
Kanjur Catalogue, no. 992) and four Chinese versions or adaptations (T210 to 213); see L. Schmithausen, Zu den 
Rezensionen des Uddnavargah, Wiener Zeitschrift fur die Kunde Sudasiens, XIV (1970), p. 47-124); C. Willemen, The 
Chinese Uddnavarga, 1978, p. XIII-XXVIII. 
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1) The yeou-t’o-na (udana) ‘exclamations’ are called yeou-fa. 203 When the Buddha needed to speak and 
nobody <2291> was questioning him, he elicited a question by a short exclamation. 

[Udanasutra] 2 . - Thus the Buddha was at Sravastl, at the Visakhaprasada, and was walking in the shade. 
[Suddenly] he uttered this exclamation (udanam uddnayati sma ): “That there is no ‘me’ (atman), that there 
is no ‘mine’ (dtmiya), howwonderfi.il (sddhu)V 

Then a certain bhiksu, joining his palms together ( anjakim pranamya ), said to the Buddha: “Bhagavat, that 
there is no me, that there is no mine, why is that a good thing?” <2292> 


The Traite is going to talk about the yao-kie ‘summary verses’ of this Udana. But the work contains only rare 
summary-stanzas, in Sanskrit uddana (ed. Bernhard, p. 184, 277, 510). As a result of homophony, confusion between 
udana and uddana was inevitable, but udana comes from the root ud-an ‘to expire upwards’ whereas uddana is derived 
from the root ud-da (dayati) ‘to join, to condense’. 

203 Here yeou-fa probably renders the typical exclamation aho dharmam “All! The Dhanna!” which appears several 
times in the Mahavastu, I, p. 236,1. 18; 237,1. 3; 241,1. 12; II, p. 143,1. 18; 406,1. 11: aho dharmam udirayensuh. The 
expression already appeared in the fourth Rock Edict of Asoka (ed. J. Bloch, Inscriptions d’Asoka, p. 98): bhenghoso 
aho dhammaghoso, which is to be translated not as “the sound of the drums has become (aho, imperfect of hoti) the 
announcement of the Dhanna”, but as “the sound of the drums and the cheering of “Ah! the Dharma!” according to the 
interpretation of L. de La Vallee Poussin, L ’Inde aux temps des mauryas, 1930, p. 110). 

Gods and humans often utter the exclamation “O happiness!” ( udanam udanenti ‘Aho sukhan ti j; cf. Dlgha, 
III, p. 218; 1. 23-24; Anguttara, III, p. 202,1. 13; Pali Udana, p. 18,1. 22-23. 

204 Uddnasutta in Samyutta, III, p. 55-58; Samyukta, T 99, no. 64, k. 3, p. 16c4-17a20, of which the following is an 
extract: 

Sdvatthiydm. 

Tatra kho bhagava udanam udanesi: 

No c ’assam na me siya / 

na bhavassati na me bhaissati ti / 

evam adhimuccamdno bhikkhu / 

chindeyy ’ orambhagiyani samyojanam ti // . 

The general idea of the sutra is that by destroying the twenty-peaked mountain of satkayadrsti (considering 
rupa as identical with the atman, etc.), the ascetic escapes from the fear ( trasa ) which the doctrine of non-self inspires 
in the non-initiated, and destroys the five ‘lower’ fetters ( avarabhagiya ) binding him to the lower realm, i.e., to 
kamadhatu. 

The stanza No c ’assam, etc., cited here according to the Commentary of the Samyutta, II, p. 275, is obscure. 
Buddhaghosa explains it as: Sace aham na bhaveyyam mama parikkhdro pi na bhaveyya. Sace vdpana me atite 
kammdbhisankhdro nabhavissa, idam me etarahi khandhapancakam na bhaveyya. - If I myself were not, the 
unessential would not be in me either. Or rather: If, in the past, there had not been a karmic process on my part, the 
group of the five aggregates would not exist for me today. 

In his Chinese version of the Samyukta (T 99, k. 3, p. 16c8-10), Gunaprabha renders the stanza as follows: If 
there is no ‘me’ (atman), neither is there any ‘mine’ (dtmiya); if there truly is no ‘me’, where would the ‘mine’ come 
from? The bhiksu who accepts that destroys the lower fetters ( avarabhagiya samyojana). 
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The Buddha answered the bhiksu: “The worldly person ( prthagjana ) who has not obtained the bodhi 
without impurities ( anasrava bodhi ) and whose mind is covered with doubts ( viparydsa ), feels great fear 
(trasa) in regard to non-self ( andtman ) and ‘non-mine’ (andtmiya). But if the Buddha or a disciiple of the 
Buddha teaches him the holy Dharma ( saddhanna ), then he rejoices and obeys because, no longer having 
fear, there is no problem.” 

- This sutra is told in full in the Samyuktagama. 

2) Furthermore, as is said in the Prajnaparamitaparivarta, 205 the devaputras applauded Subhuti on one 
occasion, exclaiming: “Good! Very good! Very rare is the Blessed One; exceptionally rare is the 
appearance of the Blessed One!” - That [307b] also is called udana. 

3) Furthermore, after the parinirvana of the Buddha, his disciples gathered and copied yao-kie ‘summary 
verses’ (udddnaT); verses about impermanence made up the chapter on impermanence ( anityavarga ) and so 
on up to the verses on the brahmana which made up the chapter on the brahmana ( brahmanavarga ). - That 
also is called udana. 206 

4) The collections of wonderful things are also called udana. 

Texts of this kind show the characteristics of the udanas. 


VI. NIDANA 207 

1) The nidanas set out the circumstances ( niddna ) that are at the origin of the Buddha’s teachings. Under 
what circumstances did the Buddha say a certain thing? In the sutras, it is because a man asked him that he 
said a certain thing; in the Vinaya, it is because a man <2293> committed a certain wrong-dong 
(i adhydcdra ) that he promulgated a certain rule ( siksdpada ). 

2) The facts of dependent origination (pmtityasamutpdda) set forth by the Buddha are also called nidana. 


205 Later (k. 40, p. 353b 18; k. 53, p. 441b2), mention will be made of this Prajnaparamita-parivarta although this title 
does not appear in the table of contents of T 223. The Traite is referring here to a passage from the Pancavimsati, T 
223, k. 14, p. 325b, chap. XLIX entitled Wen-siang-p’in. The same passage occurs in the Astasahasrika, ed. Wogihara, 
p. 560: Atha khalu Sakradevendrapramukhah kamavacara rupavacaras ca devaputrd brahmakdyikdndm ca 
vimsatidevaputrasahasdni yena Bhctgavdms tenopasamkramya Bhagavatah padau sirasabhivandyaikante tasthuh / 
ekantasthitas ca te kamavacara rupavacaras ca devaputrd Bhagavantam etad avocan / gambhirci Bhagavan dharmdh 
prakdsyante katham Bhagavann atra laksanani sthapyante. 

206 For the author of the Traite, the group called ‘udana’ is represented by the Sanskrit Udana of Eastern Turkestan 
consisting of 3 vargas, the first of which deals with anitya and the last with the brahmana. For Buddhaghosa 
(Commentary on the Vinaya, I, p. 28,) it is represented by the 82 suttantas of the Pali Udana. 

Jn Flere niddna is taken with two different meanings: i) the circumstances of time, place and people in which a sutra 
was preached or a rule ( siksdpada) was promulgated; it) the series of the twelve conditions determining the dependent 
origination of phenomena. 
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VII. AVADANA 


The avadanas ‘stories’ are amusing little tales ( mrdukatha ) such as there are among people in the 
world. For example: 

In the Madhyagama: the Tch ’ang a-po-t’o-na (Dlrghavadana); 208 
In the Dlrgagama: the Ta a-po-t ’o-na (Mahavadana), 209 

In the Vinaya: the Yi-eul a-po-t’o na (Kotikamavadana) 210 and the Eul-che-yi a-po-t’o-na 
(Kotivimsavadana), 211 

In the two hundred and fifty rules ( siksapada ): the Yu a-po-t’o-na (Chandavadana) in one book 
and the P’ou-sa a-po-t’o-na (Bodhisattvavadana) in one book. 212 

There are innumerable avadanas of this kind. 


VIII. ITYUKTAKA 213 

The sutras called Jou-che-yu (Ityuktaka) ‘thus has it been said’ are of two kinds: <2294> 

1) The first kind are those sutras having as their concluding phrase (kie-kiu 2 ' ): “What 1 first promised to 
say has been said”. 215 


i0S DTrghdyurdjavadana of the Madhyamagama, no. 72, T 26, k. 17, p. 532c539b; Upakkilesasutta of the 
Majjhimanikaya, no. 128, III, p. 152-162. 

Mahavadana (ed. E. Waldschmidt, 19523) of the DIrghagama, vol. 1, T 1, k. 1, p. lb-lOc; Mahapadanasuttanta of 
the Dlghanikaya, no. 14, II, p. 1-54. 

~ 10 For the Kotikamavadana, see references mentioned above, p. 546F, n. 3 and the study by E. Waldschmidt, Zur 
Sronakotikarna-Legende, in Von Ceylan bis Turfan, p. 203-225. 

211 For Srona Kotivimsa already mentioned several times (p. 1387F, 1681F, 1894F) see references to the Vinayas, p. 
1389F, n. The original Sanskrit of the avadana in the Miilasarv. Vin. is in Samghabheda, II, p. 1340147, corresponding 
to T 1450, k. 16, p. 184b26; k. 17, p. 187b 15. See also E. Waldschmidt, Ein Beitragzur Uberlieferung vom Sthavira 
Srona Kotivimsa , Melanges d’indianisme a memo ire de Louis Rcnou, 1968, p. 773-787; A contribution to our 
hwwledge of Sthavira Srona Kotivimsa, in S. K. De Memorial Volume, 1972, p. 107-116. 

212 For the avadanas of Chanda and the bodhisattva, see A. Hirakawa, Ritzuzo no kenkyu, 1960, p. 389-394 and 398- 
402. These two individuals appear in the Vibhangas of various Vinayas, but it does not seem that special sections (pou) 
were devoted to them. 

113 The ityuktaka ‘thus has it been said’ and the itivrttaka ‘thus has it happened’ correspond to the Pali itivittaka. The 
Traite distinguishes the two forms, and Kumarajlva, in the Chinese version, translates the first as jou-che-yu-king and 
transliterates the second as yi-mou (var. tchou)-to kia, abbreviated as mou-to-kia. There are other ways of transliterating 
itivrttaka (cf. Mochizuki, Bukkyo daijiten, I, p. 166) the best seems to have been yi-ti-yue-to-kia (cf. T 374, k. 3, p. 
383c7; T 397, k. 11, p. 69c27-28). 

114 In terms of this definition, the ityuktaka strictly speaking would be a sutra where this concluding phrase appears, or 
also a collection of such sutras as, for example, the Ityuktakasutra translated into Chinese by Hiuan-tsang under the title 
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2) The second kind is that of the sutras called Yi-mou (variant tchou)-to-kia, i.e., itivrttaka ‘thus did it 
happen’, a type of sutra also existing outside of (or extracted from) the Tripitaka and the Mahayanasutras. 
Some people call them Mou-to-kia, i.e., vrttaka ‘event’; this name, vrttaka, is that of texts extracted from 
the Tripitaka and the Mahayansutras. 216 And what is it then? It is what the Buddha said. <2295> 


of Pen-che king (T 765). Nevertheless, the phrase of conclusion mentioned in the Traite is not the rule: on the other 
hand, all the sutras occurring in this collection begin with the phrase “I myself have heard this ityuktaka from the 
Bhagavat.” 

Also, in his commentary on the Vinaya, I, p. 28, Buddhaghosa calls itivuttaka the 112 suttas which begin 
with the formula: “This has been spoken by the Blessed One, has been spoken by the Saint: thus have I heard” ( vuttam 
hetam Bhagavatd vuttam arahata ti me sutam). The 112 suttas in question constitute the collection of itivuttaka s 
making up the fourth place in the fifth Pali Nikaya. 

215 In tenns of this definition, the ityuktaka proper wojuld be a sutra in which this concluding phrase appears, or else a 
collection of such sutras, as, e.g., the Ityuktakasutra translated intom Chinese by Hiuan-tsang under the name of Pen- 
che king (T 765). Nevertheless, the phrase of conclusion mentioned in the Traite is not a rule; on the other hnd, all the 
sutras occurring in this collection begin with the phrase: “I myself have heard this ityuktaka from the Bhagavat”. 

Also, in his Commentary on the Vinaya, I, p. 28, Buddhaghosa calls itivuttaka the 112 suttas that begin with 
the formula: ‘This was spoken by the Blessed One, spoken by the Saint: this is how it was heard by me‘ ( vuttam hetam 
Bhagavatd vyttam arahata ti me sutam). The 112 suttas innquestion make up the collection of the itivuttaka occupying 
the fourth place in the fifth Pali Nikaya. 

216 Itivrttaka is, in the etymological sense of the word, the story of an event, but it would be nice to know how it differs 
from an avadana or a jdtaka. According to Asanga, the itivrttaka relates the earlier existences of the noble disciples 
whereas the jatakas tell the earlier existences of the Bodhisattva (Abhidharmasamuccaya, transl. Rahula, p. 132). 
Samghabhadra, in his Nyayanusara, T 1562, k. 44, p. 595a, gives another explanation which E. Mayeda, in a study 
entitled Original Meaning of itivuttaka as an anga of navangabuddhasOana, summarizes thus: “I have defined 
itivrttaka as a ‘kind of story in the previous world that begins in the previous world and ends in the previous world’ on 
the ground of the explanation of Chinese A-p’i-ta-mo-chouen-tcheng-li-louen (vol. 44). In the same commentary jataka 
is defined as ‘a kind of story that begins in the present world and ends in the previous world’. Owing to this 
explanation, we can easily distinguish itivrttaka from jataka... Jataka was one kind of itivrttaka originally. It is 
remarkable that we cannot find the word ‘itivrttaka’ (or ‘itivuttaka’ with the meaning of itivrttaka) in the Early 
Buddhist texts in general except in the case of navangabuddhasasana. From this reason I can suppose with certainty that 
the story in the previous world was avadana.” 

Neither the Mahavibhasa nor the Traite entered into these distinctions. In the present passage, the Traite is 
content to give an example of itivrttaka. The sacred literature abounds in sentences and stanzas attributed to the Buddha 
or his disciples. Often one hesitates over the meaning to give them, for one does not know the circumstances in which 
they were pronounced or the reasons that provoked them. The itivrttaka takes on the responsibility of giving them a 
context: if the Buddha expressed himself ‘thus’, it is because the circumstances occurred ‘thus’. These events were not 
invented: they can be found ‘in the Tripitaka and the Mahayanasutras’. But the choice is rather difficult and it happens 
that the event that is told in prose gives only an inadequate and forced explanation of the stanza. The fact remains that it 
is ‘extracted’ from the Tripitaka and in that capacity it is a speech of the Buddha. 
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[Example of itivrttaka] 


When king Tsing-fan (Suddhodana] forced [some of his subjects] to go forth from home ( pravraj -) and 
become disciples of the Buddha, 217 the latter chose five hundred of them capable of fulfilling this function 
and of attaining bodhi and led them to Sravasti. Why? These young men had not yet renounced desire 
(i avftardga ) and, if they had remained near their relatives and their village, it was to be feared that they 
would violate the precepts (silo). This is why the Buddha took them to Sravastl and told Sariputra and 
Maudgalyayana to discipline them. During the first and last watches ( yama ) of the night, these people 
endeavored not to sleep and, thanks to their diligence and exertion ( vfrya ), they attained bodhi. 

When they had attained bodhi, the Buddha took them back to their native country. It is a rule among all the 
Buddhas to return to their native land; 211 ' then the Buddha, accompanied by a great crowd of devas, went to 
Kapilavastu, in the Hermit’s Forest (Rsivcma) which is located five hundred lis from, Kapilavastu: it is the 
pleasure garden (drama) of the Sakyas. 

The Sakya bhiksus who, from their stay in Sravastl, tried not to sleep during the first and third watches of 
the night, found the night long and now, coming out of the Hermit’s Forest in order to go to the city to beg 
alms, they took into account the distances they had to travel. At the moment when the Buddha read their 
minds, a lion ( simha ) came to bow at the feet of the Buddha and sat down at one side. 219 For these three 
reasons, the Buddha spoke the following stanza: <2296> 

For the person who stays awake, the night is long; [307c] 

For the person who is tired, the league is long; 

For the fool who misunderstands samOara 

The Holy Dharma is long. 220 


The stanza which the itivrttaka gives here as an example is taken from the Udanavarga (I, v. 19) 
corresponding to the Dhammapada (v. 60). The Commentary of the Dhammapada (II, p. 1-12) suggests quite another 
explanation (cf. E. W. Burlingame, Buddhist Legends, part 2, p. 100-108). 

217 On the forced ordination of 500 young Sakya men, see above, p. 176-177F n., and p. 869F, n. 1. See also 
Samghabheda, I, p. 203-204. 

i18 The Buddha’s return to Kapilavastu, his native city, is told in detail in the Mahavastu, III, p. 101-117; the 
Samghavastu, I, p. 187 seq.; the Nidanakatha, p. 87 seq. It is represented at Sanchl (Marshall and Foucher, Monuments 
ofSanchi , I, p. 204-205, pi. 50al) and on the bas-reliefs of Gandhara (Foucher, AgbG, I, p. 459-464). 

A9 This was a brahmana who, at the time of the Buddha Vipasyin, had wickedly ( cittapradusanena ) insulted the 
Community. This insult was an action ending up in animal rebirths ( tiryagyonyupattisamvartamya ). For five hundred 
lifetimes, the brahmana was reborn among the lions ( simhesupapanna). 

220 Udanavarga, I, v. 19 (ed. F Bernhard, p. 102) cited in the Mahakarmavibhnga (ed. S. Levi, p. 46): 
dirghci jagarat rdtrir dirgham srantasya yojanam / 
dirgho bdlasya samsdrah saddhram avijanatah // 

Dhammapada, v. 60. at the Balavagga: 

dighci jdgarato ratti digham santassa yojanam / 
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The Buddha said to the bhiksus: Before you went forth from the world (pravrajya ), your mind was lazy 
(pramatta ) and you slept a lot; this is why you did not perceive the length of the night. Now that you are 
vigorously seeking bodhi, during the first and third watches of the night, you are reducing your sleep; this 
is why you find the night very long. - Previously, it was in a chariot that you rode in the forests of 
Kapilavastu and you did not notice the distances. Now that you are in monks’ robes ( cfvara ) with begging- 
bowl (patra) in hand, your fatigue ( srama ) is extreme and you take into account the length of the path. - 
Finally, this lion here, at the time of the buddha Vipasyin, was a brahamana teacher. Having heard that the 
Buddha was preaching the Dharma, he went to the Buddha, but at that moment the great assembly who 
were listening to the Dharma were silent. At once the brahmana had a wicked thought (pradustacitta ) and 
uttered this harmful speech ( pdrusyavada ): “How are these shaven-headed people ( mundaka ) different 
from animals? They are nothing but idiots (, devdndmpriya) 221 who don’t know how to talk.” As a result of 
this harmful action of speech {pdrusyavada ), for ninety-one kalpas, from the buddha Vipasyin until now, 
this brahmana has always fallen into animal rebirths {tiryagyoniyupatti)', but at this very moment he obtains 
bodhi. By his foolishness, he has gone through a very long samsara; however, today in the presence of the 
Buddha, his mind has been purified and he will obtain deliverance ( vimukti ). - Sutras of this kind are 
called ‘extracts and reasons’. From where <2297> are they extracted? They are called extracts because they 
are taken from the Tripitaka and the Mahayana sutras. Why are they called ‘reasons’? Because the three 
events that they tell about serve as justification. 


IX. JATAKA 

Stories of previous lives: 

[The lion, the monkey and the vulture] 222 


digho balanam samsd.ro saddhammam avijanatam // 

221 Hao-jen, ‘honest man’ is taken here in the pejorative sense of ‘imbecile’ or ‘idiot’. Shifts of analogous meaning are 
attested in many unrelated languages. On this subject, see M. Hara. A note on the Sanskrit Phrase Devdndm priya, 
Katre Felicitation Volume, part II, p.13-26, Indian Linguistics, Vol. 30 (1969). 

222 A longer verson of this jataka occurs in the Sagaramatibodhisattvasutra, translated into Chinese at Kou-tsang 
between 414 and 421 by the Indian Dharmaksema, and later, in 594, incorporated into the Collection of the 
Mahasamnipata of which it makes up the fifth section: T 594, k. 11, p. 70a23-bl8: 

Long ago, there was a lion-king ( simharaja ) living in a deep mountain cave. He always had the thought: 
“Among all the animals I am the king; I am able to watch over and protect all the animals.” Then, on that mountain, a 
pair of monkeys (kapi, markata ) bore two babies. One day the monkeys said to the lion-king: “O king who protects all 
the animals, today we entrust to you our two little ones; we would like to go to look for food and drink.” The lion-king 
promised to help them, and the monkeys, leaving their two little ones with the king of the animals, went away. 

At that time, there was, on the mountain, a vulture-king (grdhrdja ) called Li-kien ‘Keen Sight’ 
(Tiksnadarsana?). While the lion-king was sleeping, he took away the two little monkeys and went to perch on a cliff. 
Having awakened, the lion-king addressed the following stanza to the vulture-king: 

Here I send a prayer to the great vulture-king. 
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Once ( bhutapurvam ) the Bodhisattva was a lion ( simha ) living in the forest. He was joined in friendship 
with a monkey ( kapi, markata). The monkey <2298> entrusted his two little ones to the lion. Then there 
came along a famished vulture ( grdhra ) in search of food. Finding the lion asleep, he stole the two little 
monkeys and went to perch at the top of a tree. When the lion awoke, he searched for the babies and did not 
find them. Seeing the vulture at the top of the tree, he said: “The monkey had entrusted his two babies to 
me, but while I was watching them, I was not careful; this is how you took them away and now you have 

My only wish is that he magnanimously grant my prayer: 

May he very kindly release these little ones. 

May I not be ashamed at having failed in my promise. 

The vulture-king replied to the lion-king with this stanza: 

By flying, I can pass through space. 

Already I have passed through your realm and I am not afraid. 

If you truly must protect these two little ones, 

You must give up your body to me. 

The lion-king said: 

Now, in order to protect these two little ones 

I give up my body unsparingly like some rotten grass. 

If I break my word in order to save my life, 

How could it be said that I am faithful to my promise? 

Having spoken this stanza, the lion climbed up with the intention of jumping off the cliff. At once the 
vulture-king answered with this stanza: 

The man who sacrifices his life for another 

Will attain the supreme happiness ( anuttarasukha ). 

Now I give you back the two baby monkeys. 

May the king of the Dharma not do any harm. 

[Then the Buddha said to the bodhisattva Sagaramati]: O son of noble family, the lion at that time was me; 
the male monkey was Kasyapa; the female monkey was the bhiksum Bhadrapala; the two baby monkeys were Ananda 
and Rahula; the vulture-king was Sariputra], 

- A summary of this jataka with the title ‘The lion-king willing to give his life for the monkeys’ appears in 
the King-liu yi-siang (T 2121, k. 47, p. 244bl6-c9), a collection of texts taken from the Chinese Buddhist canon, 
compiled in 516 at Nankin by Pao-tch’ang. 

A developed version of the same jataka also occurs in a new translation of the Sagaramatipariprccha, T 400, 
k. 16, p. 515a23-bl9, made at the end of the 10 th century. 

The story is well known in central Asia. The Khotanese Jatakastava (ed. M. J. Dresden, 1955, no. 32, p. 436) 
dedicates a note to it: The vulture with sharp beak seized the young ones, two young monkeys whom the monkey had 
left in your charge for a refuge. Your mind was most greatly agitated in your compassion. - You tore the delicate skin 
on your limbs. Great drops of blood, many and thick, a sacrifice, you gave away for them, as a propitiatory ransom, so 
that then he gave them back to you. 

Representations on the painted walls: cf. E. Waldschmidt, Uber die Darstellungen und den Stil des 
Wandgemdlde aus Qyzil bei Kutcha I, in A. von Le Coq, Buddhististische Spdtantike in Mittelasien, VI, 1928, p. 51, 
fig. 154-157. 
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them. I have broken my promise and I invite you to make an agreement. I am king of the animals {pasu ) 
and you are king of the birds (paksin ); our dignities being equal, an exchange can be made.” - The vulture 
answered: “You do not appreciate the circumstances: today I am hungry and weary; why discuss our 
similarities and our differences? “ - Judging that it was impossible for him to gain satisfaction, with his 
own claws ( tiksnanakha ) the lion tore off the flesh of his sides ( pdrsvamamsa ) and traded it for the baby 
monkeys. 


[The red fish] 223 

223 The mention of the yellow sickness and the red fish allows us to recognize the avadana of king Padmaka, told in 
many sources: 

1) Avadanasataka, I, p. 168-172, no. 31: Padmaka (transl. Feer, p. 114-116). - Siuan tsi po yuan king, T 200, 
k. 4, p. 217al-c4: no. 31: King Lien-houa (Padmaka) gave up his body and became the red fish. 

In olden times, the Bodhisattva was Padmaka, king of Benares. An autumnal epidemic, the yellow sickness 
(pcinduroga ), broke out in the city. The king himself began to take care of his subjects, but all remedies were in vain. 
The doctors advised him to capture the fish called Rohita to cure the sickness but no one succeeded in capturing it. 
Faced with the distress of his subjects, the king sacrificed his life for them by wishing to appear as the great Rohita fish 
in the Valuka river of Benares. He dropped on the terrace of his palace, immediately died and appeared in the river as 
the great fish “like unto ambrosia ( amrta )”. The inhabitants of the city ran up with their knives to cut up the still living 
fish. For twelve years he tilled beings with his own flesh and blood, never letting his mind stray from supreme bodlii. 
When the disease died out, the Rohita fish raised his voice and said: “I am king Padmaka; for you I have sacrificed my 
own life and have taken on this new fonn of existence. When I attain supreme perfect bodhi, I will liberate you from 
the ultimate sickness ( atyantavyadhi) - i.e., samsara - and establish you in nirvana.” 

2) Bodhisattvavadanakalpalata, 99 th pllava: Padmakavdana, ed. Dass, II, p. 926-929, ed. Vaidya, II, p. 544: 

abhavam padmakamhyo ‘ham varanasydm nrpah puru / 
sarvartiharanasaktah prajandm janakopamah // 4 // 
tenartipranidanena varayah sarito ‘mbhasi / 
ksanenaivaham abhavam sumahan rohitas timih //10 // 

3) P’ou sa pen hing king, T 155, k. 3, p. 119b 18-29: 

During an epidemic, the king Po-mi (Padmaka?) uprooted and burned the leaves of a tree that caused the 
sickness, then he threw himself into the water, changed into a fish and invited his subjects to eat him. All the sick 
people who ate his flesh were cured. 

4) Khotanese Jatakastava, ed. and transl. by Dresden, p. 439, 39 th story: 

As King Padmaka, you saw the people in distress, ill with hunger, without refuge, troubled. A red fish you 
became like a mountain of flesh. The people ate you; they became quite well. 

* 

In yet other circumstances, the Bodhisattva changed into a great fish to save living beings, but it is not a 
question either of Padmaka or Rohita. 

5) Rastrapalapariprccha, ed. Finot, p. 26,1. 7-8;Transl. Ensink, p. 26: 

bodhicarim caramanahu purvam 
matsya babhuva yadd jalacari / 
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Once in time gone by {bhutapurvam atite ‘dhvani ), the entire population was stricken with a disease that 
turned them yellow and <2300 pallid (pitapdndukaroga ). The Bodhisattva then changed into the red fish 
(rohitamatsva), gave his own flesh (svaka mdmsa) to the sick people and saved them from this disease. 


[The bird that broke a net] 224 

tyakta mciyasraya satvahitaya 
bhaksita pranisahasrasatebhih // 

6) Lieou tou tsi king, T 152, k. 1, p. Ic26-2b7 (transl. Chavannes, Contes, p. 11-14), Story no. 3: 
Daridrajataka: 

Once the Bodhisattva was a poor man who, in order to prevent the fish from devouring one another, threw 
himself into the sea and offered himself to the big fish. He was reborn as king of the sturgeons; his body measured 
several Us. Finding at the seashore a kingdom that was suffering from drought, he climbed out onto the shore. The 
people of the land began to devour him to maintain their lives. Although they ate his flesh for many months, the fish 
lived forever. 

7) Chen king, T 154, k. 5, p. 107b8-21: chap. 55 P’i yu king (cf. Chavannes, Contes, IV, p. 87). 

In a land close to the ocean, in order to save his people who were reduced to famine by drought, the king Sa- 
ho-ta (Sarvadatta?) stopped eating; after seven days he died and came back as a gigantic fish whose flesh nourished the 
people. 

Above, p. 714F, the Traite mentioned this king Sarvadatta or Sarvamdada to whom several jatakas are 
dedicated; see also the Khotanese Jatakastava, ed. Dresden, p. 433, 24 th story. 

8) Hien yu king, T 202, k. 7, p. 402a5-b24, chap. 38 entitled Cho-t’eou-lo-kien-ning (Sardulakarna); hDzans 
blun (Tib. Trip. 1008) oder der Weise und der Thor iibersetzt und herausgegeben von J. J. Schmidt, ch. XXVI. 

In order to save his people from a long drought, Sardulakarna, king of Jambudvlpa, jumped from the top of a 
tree into a great river where he was reborn as an immense fish. For twelve years, the inhabitants were able to feed on 
his flesh. 

The theme of the Bodhisattva-fish is exploited in the mural paintings of central Asia (E. Waldschmidt, Uber 
die Darstellungen .... in Buddhistische Spdtantike, VI, p. 59-60., fig. 198-200) and the scuptures of Barabodur (Krom 
and van Erp, Barabudur Archaeological description, 1927, p. 430, tables IBb 74-76). 

* 

In the form of a snake, the Bodhisattva repeated the deeds he had accomplished in the form of a fish. See Si- 
yu-ki (T 2087, k. 3, p. 883a24-26) where it is said that in the valley of Swat, near a monastery, there is the great stupa 
of Sou-mo. When the Tathagata was once Sakra Devendra, the world was suffering from an epidemic. Sakra had pity 
on beings and changed himself into a sou-mo snake; all those who ate his flesh were cured. 

In this regard, T. Watters. On Yucing Chwang’s Travels, I, p. 236, mentions a Jataka of the Bodhisattva taking 
place in the land of Kura, district of Thanesvar, capital Indraprastha. According to the Ratnakuta, T 310, k. 8, p. 44c 17- 
29, when the Bodhisattva was Sakra devendra, he went to his country and changed into a reptile called called Jen- 
lecmg. Rising up into the sky, he addressed the inhabitants of Jambudvlpa in stanzas, promising to cure them if they cut 
off his flesh and ate it. The sick people gathered there in crowds in the land of Kuru, cut up the reptile and ate it. All 
were cured. The flesh of the snake underwent no decrease and unendingly renewed itself. 

224 Unidentified Jataka. 
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Once ( bhutapurvam ) the Bodhisattva was a bird (paksin ) living in the forest. He saw a man sunk in the 
deep water, a place not frequented by people. The man [308a] had been caught in the net (jdla ) of the deity 
of the waters (udakadevafa). Now whoever is taken by this net does not escape. The bird knew the means to 
liberate him. He went to the Perfumed Mountain ( gandhamddana ), took a medicinal plant ( osadhi ) and 
spread it over the net; the mesh of the net broke and the man was able to escape. 

- There are innumerable stories of this kind where people are saved: they are called Jatakas. 


X. VAIPULYA 

P’i-fo-lie ‘Vaipulya’. In the language of the Ts’in, it means ‘developed sutra’. These are the 
Mahayanasutras, for example: 

Pan-jo-lo-mi king (Prajnaparamitasutra), 

Lieou-po-lo-li king (Satparamitasutra), 

Houa-cheou king (Kusalamulasamparigrahasutra), 

Fa-houa king (Saddharmapundarrkasutra), 

Fo-pen-k’i-yin-yuan king, 

Yun king (Meghasutra), 

Ta-yun king (Mahameghasutra, perhaps T 387). <2301> 

- Innumerable and incalculable are the sutras of this kind preached for the obtaining of supreme perfect 
enlightenment ( anuttard samyaksambodhi). 


XI. ADBHUTADHARMA 

Wei-ts’eng-yeou ‘Adbhutadharma’. When the Buddha manifests his many miraculous powers (rddhibald), 
beings are astonished at these miracles ( adbhuta ). 

Thus, at his birth, 225 the Buddha emitted great rays (arris) that illuminated the 
trisahasramhasahasralokadhatu and the dark intermediate places (lokdntarikd); he also illuminated the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatus of innumerable buddhas in the ten directions. 

Then, in front of the Buddha’s mother there appeared a beautiful clear pool (udapdna) to bathe the 
Bodhisattva. Brahma-devaraja held a parasol ( chattram dhdrayati), Sakra-devendra washed his body and 
two Nagas [each] emitted a stream of water ( vdridhdra ). 

As soon as he was born, the Bodhisattva took seven steps without anyone’s support ( sdmpratajdto 
bodhisattvah saptapaddni prakrdntah parigrhito na kenacit)\ wherever he placed his foot, lotuses grew up 


“ 5 The miracles that marked the birth of the Bodhisattva have been mentioned above, p. 6-10F, 1343-1344F. 
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(yatra yatra padam <2302> niksipati sma tatra tatra padmani pradurbhavanti sma). And he said: “I will 
save all beings from birth ( jdti ), old age (jam ), sickness ( vyddhi ) and death ( marana ).” 

There was a great trembling of the earth (prthivfcdla ); the gods rained down flowers; the trees emitted 
sounds ( ghosa ) and heavenly music (divyatuiya) began to play. The innumerable marvels of this kind are 
called adbhutadharma. 

XII. UPADESA 

1) The Louen-yi (upadesa) ‘exegesis’ responds to questioners and explains the ‘why’; furthermore, it 
broadly explains the meanings ( artha ). 

[Example of Sthaviran upadesa] 

Thus, the Buddha spoke of four truths {satya). 

Which are these truths? - The four noble truths (dryasatya). 

What are these four? - The noble truth of suffering ( duhkha ), its origin ( samudaya ), its cessation ( nirodha ) 
and the path that leads to it (nirodhagdmimpratipad). That is an upadesa. 

What is the noble truth of suffering? - The eight kinds of suffering: suffering of birth ( jdtiduhkha ), etc. 226 

What is the suffering of birth? In each place where a being is born, he experiences suffering. 

- Exchanges such as these and answers broadly explaining the meaning are called Yeou-po-t’i- cho 
(upadesa). 

[Example of Mahayanist upadesa] 

Again, in the Mahayana, the Buddha spoke of the six perfections (pdramitd ). 

What are these six perfections? They go from the perfection of generosity (ddnapdramitd) up to the 
perfection of wisdom ( prajndpdramitd). 

What is the perfection of generosity? - The perfection of generosity is of two kinds: i) complete 
(sampanna); ii ) incomplete ( asampanna ). 

What is complete perfection of generosity? - That which is joined to the perfection of wisdom and which is 
obtained by the <2303> bodhisattva who has reached the tenth abode (vihara) is said to be complete. 227 

What is incomplete perfection of generosity? As long as the bodhisattva who, for the first time has 
produced the mind of bodhi (prathamacittotpddika), has not obtained the conviction that dharmas do not 


226 Cf. p. 1458, n. 1; 1745F; add Samghabheda, I, p. 137 to the references. 
“ 7 In the tenth ground, the bodhisattva attains anasrava prajna. 


1907 



arise (, anutpattika dharmaksanti), his perfection of wisdom is not joined to the perfection of wisdom and is 
said to be incomplete. 228 

[In regard to the following perfections], up to and including the perfection of dhyana, there are similar 
upadesas. 

As for the perfection of wisdom (prajnaparamita), it is complete if it [308b] possesses the power of skillful 
means ( updyabcda ); it is incomplete if it does not possess it. 229 

2) Moreover, the following are also called upadesa: 

a. the Commentaries given by the Buddha, 

b. the sutras explained by Mahakatyayana, 230 

c. the teachings given in accordance with the Dharma by worldly individuals ( prthagjana ) up to the period 
of the counterfeit Dharma (pratirupaka dharma). 


FINAL COMMENTS 

[The passage of the Prajnaparamitasutra commented on here spoke of the bodhisattva wishing to hear the 
twelve-membered speech of the Buddha,’’whether or not this speech has been heard by the sravakas” (vac 
ca sravakaih srutam vd na srutam vd). Actually there is the speech of the Buddha not heard by the 
sravakas.] <2304> 


Speech not heard by the sravakas: - 

1) Sometimes, the Buddha preached the Dharna only to bodhisattvas and there were no sravakas there to 
hear. 


In the eighth ground, the bodhisattva obtains anutpattikadharmaksanti which destroys the passions ( klesa ) but does 
not completely eliminate their traces (vasana). 

229 According to the Vimalakfrtinirdesa, French transl., p. 233, cited in the Bhavanakrama, I, p. 194, wisdom (prajnd) 
without skillful means ( updyarahita) is bound ( bcindhana ); furnished with skillful means ( updyasamprayukta ), it is free 
( moksa ). 

230 It happened that the Buddha, having briefly explained the Dhanna, went back to his cell. Then, doubting that they 
understood well, the monks went to Katyayana to ask him to explain the words of the Teacher, for, they thought: “This 
Venerable Mahakatyayana, praised by the Teacher and venerated by his wise colleagues is able to explain fully the 
meaning” ( ayam kho ayasma Mahakaccano Sattlm c ’eva samvannito sambhdvito ca vinnimam sabrahmacarinam, 
pahoti c ’ayasma Mahakaccano imassa Bhagavatd sankhittena uddesassa udditthassa vitthdrena attham avibhattassa 
vitthdrena attham vibhajitum): cf. Majjhima,I, p. 110; III, p. 194, 223; Anguttara, V, p. 256, 259-260. See also 
Vimalakirtidnirdesa, French transl., p. 164-165. 

Elsewhere, the Buddha proclaimed Katyayana ‘the foremost of those who explain hilly the meaning of the 
concise words of the buddha’ ( aggo sankhittena bhasitassa vitthdrena attham vibhajantdnam ): cf. Anguttara, I, p. 23. 
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2) Transforming himself by the power of his superknowledges (, abhijnabala ), the Buddha often went to 
universes accessible to one person only ( ekdyanalokadhdtu ) 231 and preached the Dharma there. 

3) The Buddha preached the Dharma to the gods of the desire realm ( kdmadeva ) and to the gods of the 
form realm ( rupadeva ), 232 and as there are no sravakas there, the latter did not hear him. 

Question. - But there are arhats endowed with the six superknowledges ( abhijna) and when the 
Buddha preaches, even if they are not there, they can hear him with the divine ear ( divyasrotra ) and see 
him with the divine eye ( divyacaksus ). If they really know things of the past by means of the memory of 
their earlier existences ( purvanivasanasmrti ), how then would they not have heard the Buddha? 

Answer. - The power of the abhijnas of the sravakas does not extend that far: that is why they do not hear 
him. 

[Gandavyuha]. 2 - Moreover, when the Buddha preached the Pou’k’o-sseu-< 2305> yi-kiai-t’o king 
(Acintyavimoksasutra) to the great bodhisattvas, Sariputra and Maudgalyayana who were at the Buddha’s 
left and right, could not hear because they had not planted the causes and conditions necessary to hear 
Mahayana things. Thus the ascetic in dhyana who has entered into the absorptions ( samdpatti ) of the 


231 Doubtful translation: see Edgerton, Hybrid Dictionary, p. 154, s.v. ekdyana. 

232 The Buddhas have access to the kamadhatu and rupadhatu heavens. They go there by means of magic (rddhi) in the 
time it takes for a strong man to extend his bent ann or to bend his stretched arm ( tadyatha balavdn purusah 
samkuncitam va bdhum prasarayetprasaritam va samkuncayei). 

During the seventh year of his public life, Sakyamuni went to spend the rains season in the Trayastrimsa 
heaven, one of the six classes of Kamadevas (cf. p. 2229F, n. 2). 

The Buddha Sikliin, leaving the Arunavati palace, appeared ( patur ahosi ) in the Brahmaloka: Samyutta, I, p. 

155. 

The Buddha Sakyamuni, desiring to meet Baka brahma who was harboring heretical views, left the city of 
Ukkattha (in Kosala) where he was and came to the Brahmaloka: Majjhima, I, p. 326. 

It is stated in the Samyutta, V, p. 282, that the Buddha went to the Brahmaloka either in a spiritual body 
(manomayena kayena ) or with a body formed out of the four great elements ( cdtumahdbhutikena kdyena). 

233 According to the Gandavyuha, also called Acintyavimoksa, the Buddha who was in the Jetavana in SravastI 
together with an immense crowd of bodhisattvas and sravakas, entered into the simhavijnnbhitasamadhi and 
accomplished a whole series of wonders ( vikurvita ). Only the bodhisattvas saw it; the sravakas, Sariputra, 
Maudagalyayana, etc., who at the time were at the side of and behind the Blessed One, saw nothing. Indeed, that which 
is in the range of sight of the bodhisattvas is not within the range of sight of the sravakas. 

Gandavyuha, ed. Suzuki, p. 19: Te [sravakas] tatraiva Jetavane samnipatitdh samnisanna Bhagavatah 
purato vamadaksinaprsthato Bhagavato ‘bhimukham samnisanna na tani Jetavane buddhavikurvitany adraksuh... //tat 
kasya hetor / abhijatabodhisattvacaksuspathavijneyam hi tam na srdvakacaksuspathavijheyam / tena te mahdsravakds 
tatraiva Jetavane sthitas tathdgatavikurvitdni buddhcidhisthcmdni buddhaksetraparsuddhim bodhisattvasamnipdttam 
na pasyanti // 

Chinese versions: T 278, k. 44, p. 679c; T 279, k. 60, p. 322b-323a; T 293, k. 2, p. 666a. 
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spheres of totality ( krtsnayatana ) can cause all the waters ( ap -) to change into fire ( tejas ), 234 but other 
people cannot see this. 

- [The Prajnaparamitasutra] also speaks about the bodhisattva] “wishing to receive-retain ( dhdrayitum) 
entirely the [speech of the Buddha].” ‘To receive’ is to be present respectfully; ‘to retain’ is to remain for a 
long time without losing. 235 


T ry adhvabuddhapravacana 

Third Section HEARING THE TEACHINGS OF THE BUDDHAS OF 
THE THREE TIMES 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 31, 1. 8-13; Satasahasrika, p. 100, 1. 14-102, 1. 16). - Furthermore, O Sariputra, 
the bodhisattva-mahasattva must practice the perfection of wisdom if he wishes to understand, retain, 
practice and make known [widely] to others everything that the Blessed Buddhas in the ten directions in 
universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges have said, are saying, or will say ( Punar aparam 
Sariputra yat kimcid dasasu diksu gangdnadfvdhikopamesii lokadhdtusu buddhair bhagavadbhir bhdsitam 
bhdsyate ca srutvd tat sarvam udgrahitukamena dharayitukdmena pratipattukdmena parebhyas ca 
vistarena samprakdsayitukdmena bodhisattvena mahdsattvena prajndpdramitdydm siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

Question. - Above (p. 2276F), the Prajnaparamitasutra spoke of the [308c] bodhisattva who, “in order to 
retain and not forget the words of the Buddhas of the ten directions”, must practice the perfection of 
wisdom; why does it speak again here about understanding and retaining the teachings of the Buddhas of 
the three times? <2306> 

Answer. - Above, the sutra spoke of the bodhisattva wishing to retain the teachings of the Buddhas of the 
ten directions and, since one does not know what the teachings were, it specified that it was a matter of the 
twelve-membered scripture ( dvddasdngapravacana ) which the sravakas heard or did not hear. 

Above, the sutra mentioned only the Buddhas in universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges: here it 
speaks of the teachings of the Buddhas of the three times as numerous as the sands of the Ganges. 

Above, it was a matter only of retaining, not forgetting, these teachings, and it was not a question of the 
benefits coming from this remembering; here the sutra wants them revealed to other people. This is why the 
sutra has returned to this topic. 


234 This is explained fully in the Acintyavimoksasutra. 

235 This alinea is obviously a Chinese gloss. 
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Fourth Section ASSURING ONE’S OWN GOOD AND THAT OF 
OTHERS 


Sutra. - Furthermore, O Sariputra, the bodhisattva-mahasattva must practice the perfection of wisdom if he 
wishes to understand what the Buddhas of the past have said and what the Buddhas of the future will say 
and, having understood it, to assure his own good and that of others ( svapardrtha ). 


Sastra. - 

Question. - It is possible to understand ( udgrahftum ) and retain (, dharayitum ) the teachings currently given 
in the ten directions by the Buddhas of the present; but the teachings of the past have disappeared and those 
of the future do not yet exist; then how can one understand them? 

Answer. -1 have already answered that question above, but I must repeat myself here: 

The bodhisattva possesses a concentration called ‘concentration of seeing the Buddhas of the three times’ 
(,tiyadhvabuddhadarsanansamddhi ); the bodhisattva who has entered into this concentration sees all the 
Buddhas of the three times completely and hears their teaching (dharmadesana) . Similarly also, some 
heretics ( tfrthika ) and eminent hermits ( purusarsi ) see and hear, by the power of their wisdom 
( prajndbala ), the things of the past (, atitadhvan ) that, however, have neither form (db-ti) nor language 
(vyavahdra). 

Furthermore, the power of the bodhisattvas is inconceivable ( acintya ) and, although the past has neither 
form nor language, they are able to see it and hear it <2307> either by using the power of the dharams, 6 or 
by inference ( anumdna ), by deducing the things of the past and the future from the present. 

This is why it is said here that, in order to obtain these results, it is necessary to practice the perfection of 
wisdom. 


Andhakaravabhasana 

Fifth Section ILLUMINATING THE DARKNESS OF THE 
INTERMEDIARY WORLDS 


Sutra, (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 31, 1. 15-19; Satasahasrika, p. 102, 1. 16-104,1. 16). - Furthermore, O Sariputra, 
the bodhisattva-mahasattva must practice the perfection of wisdom if he wishes to illumine with his 
brilliance all the darkness of the intermediary worlds - there where neither the sun nor the moon shines - in 
each of the ten directions, in the universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges ( Punar aparam 
Sariputra yd dasasu diksu gangana-dfvdlukopamesu lokadhdtusv andhakdratamisrd yatra 

236 Particularly the srutadharadharani which has been mentioned above, p. 318F, 328F, 1865F. 
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suryacandrakasau na bhasatas tab sarva avabhasayitukamena bodhisattvena mahasattvena 
prajiidpdramitdydm siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

When the Bodhisattva came down from the Tusita heaven into his mother’s womb (yasmin samaya 
bodhisattvas tnsitdd devanikdydc cyutvd mdtuh kuksdv avakrdmati ), his body emitted a radiance 
(i avabhdsa ) that illuminated all the universes ( lokadhdtu ) and also the intermediary worlds, the places of 
darkness ( lokdntarikd andhakaratamisra). In the same way also, at the moment of his birth, his radiance 
shone everywhere. In the same way also, he emitted a great radiance when he attained supreme perfect 
enlightenment [yasmin samaya ‘nuttardm samyaksambodhim adhigacchati), when he turned the Wheel of 
Dharma [yasmin samaye dharmacakram pravartayati) and when he entered into parinirvana [yasmin 
samaya ‘nupadisese nirvdnadhdtau parinirvasyate ). 237 

In other circumstances as well, he manifests his great magical superknowledge (rddhyabhijnd) and emits a 
great radiance. Thus, when he wants to preach the Prajnaparamita, he manifests his great rddhyabhijnd by 
means of a great brilliance that illumines everywhere the intermediary worlds, places <2308> of darkness 
[lokdntarikd andhakaratamisra). Thus is his miraculous radiance spoken of in many places in the sutras. 

Question. - But that is the power of the Buddha; why are you speaking [309a] about the bodhisattva here? 

Answer. - Here it is matter of the bodhisattva “wishing to obtain this power and to practice the perfection 
of wisdom” for this purpose. There are great bodhisattvas who have this power. Thus the bodhisattva Pien- 
ki (Samantabhadra), the bodhisattvas Kouan-che-yin (Avalokitesvara), To-ta-che Mahasthamaprapta), 
Ming-kang (Jalinlprabha), Wou-leang-kouang (Amitabha), etc., have that power and their bodies emit an 
immense brilliance ( paramanprabha) illuminating in the ten directions universes as numerous as the sands 
of the Ganges. 

[Great Sukhavativyuha], 238 - Thus, in the universe of the Buddha A-mi-t’o (Amita), the bodhisattvas emit a 
perpetual radiance [nityavabhdsa) illuminating a hundred thousand leagues [yojanasatasahasra ). 

Question. - Because of what action (, karman ) does the bodhisattva acquire such a physical radiance? 

Answer. - He has acquired this splendor thanks to the purity of his physical actions (kayakarmavisuddhi). 

237 On these four occasions, the Buddha emits a brilliance that illumines all the universes and the intermediary worlds 
plunged into darkness. The main source of inspiration for the Traite here is a sutta of the Anguttara, II, p. 130-131, 
already mentioned above, p. 1992F. For these intermediary worlds, see p. 1952F, n. 2. 

238 Great Sukhavativyuha, ed. A. Ashikaga, p. 49: Tasmin khalu punar Ananda buddhaksetre ye srdvacakd te 
vyamaprabha, ye bodhisattvas te yojanakotisatasahasraprabhdh; sthapayitvd dvau bodhisattvau, yayoh prabhaya sd 
lokadhdtuh satatasamitam nityavabhasasphuta. - In this buddha field [of Sukhavatl], the sravakas have a radiance of 
one annspan, the bodhisattvas have a radiance of hundreds of thousands of millions of leagues, except for the 
bodhisattvas [Avalokitesvara and Mahasthamaprapta] by whose light this [Sukhavatl ] universe is constantly 
illuminated. 
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\Pretasutra]. 23 - As is said in a sutra, there was a preta whose head was like that of a pig ( suka) and foul¬ 
smelling insects ( putikrmi ) came out of his mouth; however, his body was golden in color 
(,suvarnavarndvabhdsa ). In a previous lifetime ( purvake janmani), this preta had been a bhiksu, but he 
insulted a stranger monk with harmful words ( parusyavada ). Since [as a bhiksu] he had observed the pure 
precepts ( visuddhasfla ), his body had radiance; but, having uttered harmful words, stinking insects came 
out of his mouth. 

A sutra says that, according to the purity of mind ( cittavisuddhi ), the radiance is superior ( agra ), middling 
(madhya) or inferior ( avara ). 

The Parlttabhas, Apramanabhas, Abhasvaras [of the second dhyana] and the gods of the desire realm 
(kdmadhdtudeva) possess a radiance <2309> because, out of the purity of their mind, they make gifts and 
observe morality. 

Moreover, some people, out of compassion for beings, have set lamps (, dtpa ) in dark places; they have 
honored the holy images ( pratima) and shrines ( caitya ); they have offered shining things like pearls ( mani ), 
windows, mirrors (ddarsd), etc.; this is why their bodies have radiance. 

Moreover, by constantly practicing the mind of loving-kindness ( maitrfcitta ) and listening to all beings, the 
mind becomes pure [and the body shines]. 

Moreover, by always practicing the concentration of the recollection of the Buddhas 
( buddhdnusmrtisamddhi ) and thinking about the high qualities of the Buddhas, one acquires a great bodily 
radiance. 

Finally, the yogin who constantly practices the sphere of totality of fire ( tejahkrtsndyatana ) converts 
(paripdcayati ) fools ( bala ) and people of wrong view ( mithyhadrsti ) by means of the brilliance of his 
wisdom. 

As a result of such actions, one acquires mentally the lucidity of wisdom ( prajna) and brilliance physically. 
As a result of such actions, one finds the purity of physical brilliance ( kdydvabhdsavisuddhi ). 


Sixth Section MAKING KNOWN THE NAMES OF THE THREE 
JEWELS 

(triratnasabdaprakasana) 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 31, 1. 19-32, 1. 1; Satasahasrika, p. 104, 1. 16-106, 1. 20). - Furthermore, O 
Sariputra, in each of the ten directions, there are universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges where 
beings hear neither the name of Buddha nor the name of the Dharma nor the name of the Samgha. The 
bodhisattva-mahasattva who wishes to establish all these beings in right view and cause them to hear the 
names of the Three Jewels must practice the perfection of wisdom (Punar aparam Sariputra ydvanto 

239 Unidentified sutra. 
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dasasu diksu gangdnadrvdlukopamd-Iokadhdtavo yatra na buddhasabdam na dharmasabdam na 
samghasabdam sattvdh srnvanti, tatra lokadhatusu tan sarvasattvan samyadrstau pratisthdpayitukdmena 
triratnasabddn sravayitukamena bodhisattvena mahasattvena prajndpdramitdyam siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

In a region where there had previously been no Buddha, no Dharma, no stupa, the bodhisattva builds a 
stupa and, as a result of this action, he obtains, in the course of a rebirth ( punarbhava ), the perfection of 
power (, balasampad ); in regions where there is no Buddha, no Dharma, no Samgha, he praises the Three 
Jewels (t riratna) and helps beings enter into right view ( samyagdrsti ). <2310 

It is said in a sutra: In a region where there is no buddha stupa, a man built a stupa and thus gained a 
brahmic merit ( brdhmam punyam ), i.e., an immense merit. 240 As a result of that, he quickly attains the 
dhyanas and, by means of these dhyanas, he acquires an immense superknowledge of magical power 
(rddhyabhijnd). By its power, he goes in the ten directions and praises the Three Jewels and right view. 
Those who previously did not know anything about the [309b] qualities ( guna ) of the Three Jewels acquire 
faith in them thanks to this bodhisattva. By means of this faith ( sraddhd ) in the Three Jewels, they are 
certain that sin (dpatti) and merit ( punya ) have action ( karman ) as their cause and condition. Thus, 
believing in the efficacy of actions, they understand that samsara is bondage ( bandhana ) and nirvana is 
liberation ( moksa ). 

For a eulogy on the Three Jewels, see (p. 1340- 1406F) what has been said in regard to the eight 
recollections ( anusmrti ). 


Seventh Section HEALING THE SICK AND THE UNFORTUNATE 

Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 32, 1. 4-8; Satasahasrika, p. 106, 1. 20). - Furthermore, O Sariputra, the 
bodhisattva-mahasattva must practice the perfection of wisdom if [he formulates the following wish] in 


240 The person who builds a Tathagata stupa where there has not previously been one is one of the four persons 
producing brahmic merit: cf. Ekottara, T 125, k. 21, p. 656bl-9; Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 82, p. 425cl3-21; Kosa, IV, p. 

250. 

Samghabheda, II, p, 206-207: - Catvdra ime brdhmam punyam prasavanti. Katame catvarah. (1) yah 
pudgalah apratisthitapurve prthivipradese tathdgatasya .... brdhmam punyam prasavati, kalpam svargesu modate. 

Transl. - Four persons produce a brahmic merit: i) he who builds a stupa enclosing bodily relics of the 
Tathagata in a place on earth where there has not been one; ii) he who founds a monastery for the Community of monks 
of the four cardinal directions in a place on earth where there has not been one; Hi) he who re-unites a community of 
disciples of the Tathagata where a schism had arisen; iv) he who embraces this entire world in a mind associated with 
loving-kindness, a mind free of enmity, free of rivalry, free of malice, developed, increased, immense, well-practiced, 
and remains therein. These four persons produce a brahmic merit and rejoice in the heavens for a kalpa. 
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regard to beings in the ten directions in universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges: “By my power 
may the blind see, the deaf hear, madmen recover their minds, may naked people receive clothing and may 
those who are hungry and thirsty be satisfied” ( Punar aparam Sdriputra ye dasasu diksu 
gahganadfvdlukpamesu lokadhdtusv andhah sattvds te mamanubhavena caksusd rupani draksyanti, 
badhirah srotrena sabddn srosyanty, unmattah smrtim pratilapsyante, nagnas civarani pratilapsyante, 
ksudhitapipdsitdh purnapatra bhavisyantiti bodhisattvena mahdsattvena prajndpdramitdydm siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

The bodhisattvas who practice the unhindered ( apratihata or anavarana ) prajnaparamita become Buddha if 
they attain unhindered deliverance ( vimoksa ). But if they become bodhisattvas with a body bom from the 
fundamental element ( dharmadhdtujakdya ), like ManjusrT, etc., dwelling on the tenth bhumi 
(viharabhumi ), they are endowed with many perfections of qualities ( gunasampad ). Everyone who sees 
them obtains what they wish for ( yathapranidhanam ). Just as with the cintdmam wishes are all fulfilled, so 
it is with the bodhisattvas of dharmadhdtujakdya'. everyone who sees them obtains what they desire. 

Moreover, from his first production of the mind of bodhi ( prathamacittotpada ) and during innumerable 
kalpas, the Bodhisattva has healed the 96 eye diseases; 241 for innumerable lifetimes, he has given his eyes 
to beings; by the brilliance of his wisdom (prajhdvabhdsa ), he has destroyed the darkness of wrong views 
(mithyddrstitamas); out of his great compassion ( mahdkarund ), he wants the wishes of all beings to be 
fulfilled. As a result of such actions, how would beings not recover their sight on seeing the body of the 
Bodhisattva? And it is the same for all the other sick people. 

Concerning these [miraculous cures], see what has been said above (p. 485-495F) in [the chapter XIV 
entitled] Fang-kouang (Rasmipramoksa). 


Manusyatmabhava 

Eight Section ASSURING A REBIRTH AMONG HUMANS 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 32, 1. 8-9; Satasasrika, p. 109, 1. 20-110, 1. 4). - Furthermore, O Sariputra, in 
each of the ten directions, in <2312> universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges, there are beings in 
the three bad destinies. The bodhisattva-mahasattva who wishes that “by his power, all those beings may 
attain a human existence” must practice the perfection of wisdom ( Punar aparam Sdriputra ye dasasu 
diksu gahgdnadivdlukopamesu lokadhdtusu durgatyupapanndh sattvds te sarve mamanubhavena 
manusyatmabhavam pratilapsyanta id bodhisattvena mahdsattvena prajndpdramitdydm siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 


See above, p. 486-487F. 
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Question. - It is as a result of a good action ( kusaladharman ) accomplished by oneself that one attains a 
human existence ( manusyatmabhava ). Why then does the bodhisattva here wish that, by his power 
(mamanubhavena), beings in the three bad destinies may find a human existence? 

Answer. - It does not say that it is because of an action of the bodhisattva that beings obtain a human 
existence; it states only that it is as a result of the beneficent power ( anubhava ) of the bodhisattva that they 
obtain it. By the power of his superknowledges ( abhijnd ), his transformations ( nirmdna ) and his preaching 
(i dhannadesana ), the bodhisattva makes beings practice the good ( kusala ) and thus acquire a human 
existence. 242 See what a sutra says: <2313> 


Actions are strictly personal and non-communicable; the good as well as the bad actions ripen for their author and 
for no-one else: 

Majjhima, III, p. 203: Kammassaka sattd kammadayada kammayom kammabandhu kammapatisarana. - 
Beings have actions as their own property, heritage, womb, blood relations and refuge. 

Majjhima, III, p. 181: Tam kho pana te etam pdpam kammam n ’eva matara katam na bhdtara katam na 
bhaginiya katam na mittdmaccehi katam na natisalohitehi katam na samanabrahmanehi katam na devatdhi katam; 
taya v’ etam pdpam kammam katam; tvan neva tassa vipdkam patisamvedissasi. - This bad action which is yours was 
not done by your mother or your father or your brother or your sister or by your friends and advisers or your relatives 
and blood-kin or the monks and brahmanas or the gods. You alone have done this bad action; you alone will gather the 
fruit of it. 

Anguttara, III, p. 186: Yam kammam karissati kalyanam vapdpakam vd tassa dayado bhavissati. - The man 
will be the inheritor of the good or bad actions that he will accomplish. 

Action determines births: it projects beings into good or bad destinies: 

Majjhima, I, p. 390: Yam karoti tena upapajjati. - As the work that he accomplishes, such is the existence 
that falls due to him. [Cf. the Brhadaranyaka Upanisad, IV, 4, 5 (ed. Foucher, p. 80): Yat karma kurute, tad 
abhisampadyate, “he reaps according to his actions”. - Chandogya Upanisad, V, 10, 7 (ed. Foucher, p. 68): Tadya iha 
ramamyacaranah, abhyaso ha yat te ramaniydm yotiim apadyeran. “Those who have satifactory conduct have the 
future of obtaining a satisfying birth.”] 

Majjhima, III, p. 203: Kammam satte vibhajati yadidam hihappamtatdtdyd. - Action separates beings by 
distributing them among miserable or pleasant destinies. 

Anguttara, III, p. 415: Atthi kammam nirayavedaniyam, kammam tiracchanayonivedaniyam, atthi kammam 
pittivisayavedamiyam, atthi kammam manussalokavedaniyam, atthi kammam devalokavedaniyam, ayam vuccati 
kammdnam vemattata. - There are actions that ripen into feeling in the hell realm, among the animals, among the 
pretas, in the world of humans and finally in the world of the gods; such is the diversity of actions. 

In the face of the rigidity of this doctrine, how is it that the bodhisattva can wish, in the sutra, that beings of 
the three bad destinies may obtain a human existence? Admittedly, it is not easy by carrying out himself an action the 
fruit of which will be gathered by others. But nothing prevents the bodhisattva from using his power in such a way that 
the beings of the three bad destinies themselves carry out actions that will pennit them to be reborn among humans. 
Supposing even that the intervention of the bodhisattva turns out to be in vain, it will at least have the benefit of 
purifying his own mind. The strict application of the law of kanna does not prohibit the bodhisattva from formulating 
good wishes. 
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[Mahdvedallasutta, etc.] 243 . - There are two conditions ( pratyaya ) required for the production of right view 
( samyagdrster utpdddya ): i) externally ( bahirdhd), the hearing of the Holy Dharma ( sadddharmasravana ); 
/'/') internally ( adhydtmam ), right reflecting (yoniso manasikdra). 

As in the case of a plant ( osadhi ), internally there is a seed (btja); externally there is moist ( sneha ) earth 
and only subsequently, the plant is born ( utpdda ). 244 [309c] Without the bodhisattva, notwithstanding their 
[good actions], these beings would not be born [in a human existence]. This is how we know how great is 
the good work carried out by the buddhas and bodhisattvas. 

Question. - But how does the bodhisattva make all the beings of the three bad destinies obtain deliverance 
(vimukti)! The Buddha himself would be unable to do so; how then could the bodhisattva? 

Answer. - There is nothing wrong ( dosa ) in that the bodhisattva wishes to do that mentally. Moreover, as 
many beings obtain deliverance, it is said here [hyperbolically] that all obtain it. 

The body of the buddhas and great bodhisattvas emits immense rays everywhere ( apramdndn rasmin 
niscdrayati ); from these rays there appear innumerable emanation bodies (nirmdnakdya ) <2314> which 
penetrate the three bad destinies in the ten directions everywhere [i.e., among the damned ( naraka ), the 
animals ( tiryanc ) and the pretas]. Then, the fire is extinguished and the boiling water cools down in the 
hells ( niraya ); the beings who are there and whose minds are purified ( cittavisuddhitvdt ) are reborn among 
the gods or among humans. - The pretas, whose hunger and thirst ( ksutpipdsa ) have been satisfied, develop 
a good mind and they too are reborn among the gods and humans. - The animals ( tiiyagyoni ), finding food 
wherever they wish (yatheccham ), drive away their fears ( bhaya ), develop a good mind and they too are 
reborn among gods and men. Thus all beings of the three bad destinies obtain deliverance ( vimukti ). 

Question. - But other sutras 245 say that these beings “are reborn among the gods or humans” 
( devamanusyesupapadyante ); why does the Prajnaparamitasutra say here only that they “obtain a human 
existence” ( manusyabhavam pratilabhante )? 

Answer. - Among humans, it is possible to cultivate great qualities ( mahdguna ) and also find happiness 
(sukha). On the other hand, the gods are strongly attached to [heavenly] bliss and consequently cannot 
cultivate the Path ( mdrga ). This is why the bodhisattva wishes that the beings of the three bad destinies 
“obtain a human birth” only. 

Finally, the bodhisattva does not wish that beings find happiness only; he also wants them to obtain 
deliverance ( vimukti ) and the eternal happiness of nirvana (nityasukhanirvana). This is why he does not 
mention rebirth among the gods here. 

143 Majjhima, I, p. 294; Anguttara, I, p. 87: Dve khopaccaya sammaditthiyd uppddaya: parato ca gliosoyoniso ca 
manasikdro. 

144 A comparison developed in the Salistambasutra cited above, p. 1152-1153F, note. 

245 Many sutras that say that at the dissolution of the body after death, beings endowed with good bodily, etc., actions 
are bom in a good destiny [namely, those of gods and humans], in the heavens, in the worlds of the gods ( kdyasya 
bheddtparam marandt sugatau svarge devalokesupa-padyante ): cf. Pali Concordance, I, p. 248, s.v. ariyanam 
anupavadaka. 
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Ninth Section ESTABLISHING BEINGS IN THE FIVE PURE 
ELEMENTS 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 32, 1. 9-15; Satasahasrika, p. 110, 1. 4-13). - The bodhisattva must practice the 
perfection of wisdom if he wishes, by the his own power, to establish (pratisthdpita ) beings in each of the 
ten directions in universes as many as the sands of the Ganges in morality (sila), concentration ( samddhi ), 
wisdom (prajnd), deliverance ( vimukti ), knowledge <2315> and the vision of deliverance 
(yimuktijndnadarsana ), and attain the fruit of srotaapanna and the others up to supreme complete 
enlightenment. 


Sastra. - 

Question. - Above (p. 2213F), the five pure elements ( andsravaskandha ) and the fruits of the Path 
(mdrgaphala) were already discussed; why speak of them again? 

Answer. - Above, it was a matter of the attributes only of the sravaka, the fruit of srotaapanna and the 
others up to nirvana without conditioned residue ( nirupadhisesanirvdna ); here we are speaking of the three 
Vehicles all together: sravaka, pratyekabuddha [and Buddha] all attaining supreme complete 
enlightenment. 


T athagatateryapatha 

Tenth Section IMITATING THE BEARING OF THE BUDDHA 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 32, 1. 18; Satasahasrika, p. 110, 1. 13-14). - Furthermore, O Sariputra, the 
bodhsattva-mahasattva who wishes to imitate the bearing of the Buddha must practice the perfection of 
wisdom (Punar aparam Sariputra bodhisattvena mahdsattvena tathdtagaterydpatham siksitukamena 
prajndpdramitaydm siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

Question. - What is the bearing ( Tryapatha ) of the Buddha? 

Answer. - The bearing is the four physical movements or postures: [walking ( cankrama ), standing 
(sthdna), sitting ( rtisidana ) and lying down ( sayyd) 246 \. 

~ 46 According to the well-known stock phrase; Caturvidham uydpatham kalpayati cankramati tisthati nisidati sayyam 
kcilpayati : Catusparisad, p. 318; Divyavadana, p. 161. 
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1. Walking ( cankrama ) 

Like the king of the elephants ( nagaraja ), the Buddha turns his body in order to look. 247 

When he walks, his feet are four inches ( caturangulam ) above the ground and, although he does not set 
foot on the ground, the traces of the wheel on his soles are visible [on the earth]. 248 <2316> 

He walks neither too slowly nor too quickly. 249 

He does not bend his body. 250 

He always raises his right hand to reassure beings. 


2. Sitting posture ( nisidana ) 

He sits cross-legged with his body upright. 251 


3. Lying down posture (sayya) 

[310a] He always lies down on his right side and places his knees one on top of the other. 252 

247 Cf. Majjhima, II, p. 137: Avalokento kho pana so bhavam Gotamo sabbakayen ’ eva avaloketi. This is a polite 
gesture. 

248 Loke sutta of Anguttara, II, p. 37-39; Samyukta, T 99, no. 101, k. 4, p. 28a20-bl8 and T 100, no. 267, k. 13, p. 
467a26-b24; Ekottara, T 125, k. 31, p. 717c 18-718al2: 

In the land of Kosala, mid-way between Ukkattha and Setavya, the brahmana Dona saw footprints on the 
ground [read padesu in place of padesu: according to the Commentary of the Anguttara, III, p. 77 ,pada is rather a 
place trodden by the feet (pddehi akkanatatthana ), a footprint (padavajalanja)\. On these footprints there were 
thousand-rayed wheels with rims and all of the attributes ( cakkdrti sahassamni sanabhikani sabbakaraparipurani). 
Dona told himself that these prints could not have been made by a man. He followed them and finally saw the Buddha 
seated at the foot of a tree. Struck by the dignity of the Teacher, he asked him if he were a deva, a gandharva, a yaksa 
or a man. To all these questions the Lord answered in the negative and presented himself as Buddha. It was then that he 
pronounced this famous phrase which the Lokottaravadins later blew up out of proportion: Seyyathdpi uppalam... evam 
eva kho loke jcito loke samvaddho lokam abhibhuyya vihardmi anupalitto lokena. 

We may notice that the Chinese versions mentioned here reproduce this phrase only very incompletely. 

On the footprints of the Buddha, see HBbBgirin, II, p. 187, s.v. Bussokuseki; Ceylon Encyclopedia, III, p. 

450, s.v., Buddhapada. 

i49 Majjhima, II, p. 137: So natisigham gacchati natissanikam gacchati. 

250 Majjhima, II, p. 137: So antaragharampavisanto na kayam unndmeti, na kdyam ondmeti, na kdyam sannameti, na 
kdyam vindmeti. 

251 Dlgha, I, p. 71; Majjhima, I, p. 56; Samyutta, I, p. 170; Anguttara, II, p. 210: Sopacchdbhattam 
pmdapdtapatikkanto nisidati pallahkam dbhujitvd ujum kayam panidhaya parimukham satim upatthapetvd. - Sanskrit 
Parinirvana, p. 268, 288: Nyasidatparyahkam dbhujyarjum kdyampranidhayapratimukham smrtim upathdpya. 
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The mat of grass that he spreads out is well arranged and not disordered. 


253 


4. Manner of eating ( bhojana ) 

When he eats, he is not attached to the taste; for him, good and bad food are the same. 254 <2317> 


5. Manner of speaking ( ghosa ) 

To accept an invitation from people, he keeps silent and does not refuse. 255 

His speech is gentle ( maiiju ), skillful, beneficial and timely. 256 

* 

As for the postures ( fiydpatha ) of the dharmakaya Buddhas, they are: In one single stride {ekena padena), 
they traverse, in the east, universes as many as the sands of the Ganges, and the sermons (dharamdesand) 
of their brahmic voice ( brahmasvara ) has the same range. 

For the characteristics of the dharmakaya Buddhas, see what has been said above (p. 546F). 


Nagarajavalokita 

Eleventh Section LOOKING IN THE MANNER OF THE ELEPHANT, 
ETC. 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 32,1. 18-33,1. 9; Satasahasarika, p. 110,1. 16-18;, p. 110,1. 20-111,1. 1, and 111, 
1. 18-112, 1. 7.) - Furthermore, O Sariputra, the bodhisattva-mahasattva must practice the perfection of 
wisdom if he wishes this: “May I look with the gaze of the king of the elephants”. The bodhisattva- 
mahasattva must practice the perfection of wisdom if he wishes this: “May I walk four inches above the 
ground without my feet touching the earth”, and 


Dlgha, II, p. 134; Majjhima, I, p. 354; Samyutta, I, p. 27, 107: Blmgavd dakkhinenapassena sihaseyyam kappesi, 
padepadam accadhaya sato sampajano utthanasannam manasikdritva. - Sanskrit Mahaparinivana, p. 266, 286, 294: 
Bhagavdn daksinena parsvena sayyam kalpayati pade padam ddhdydlokasamjm pratismrtah samprajdna 
utthdnasamjndm mansaikurvanah. 

253 Anguttara, I, p. 183: So yad eva tattha honti tinani va pannani va tani ekajjham samharitva nisidani pallankam 
abhunjitva. 

254 Majjhima, II, p. 138: Rasapatisamvedi khopana so bhavam Gotamo ahdram ahareti, no ca rasaragapatisamvedT. 

255 Majjhima, I, p. 161; Samyutta, I, p. 183: Adhvasesi Bhagavd tunhibhdvena. - Catusparisad, p. 194; Sanskrit 
Mahaparinirvana, p. 144; Divya, p. 151: Adhivasayati Bhagavdn ... tusnimbhdvena. 

256 Cf. Majjhima, II, p. 140: Atthangasamanndgato kho pan ’ assa bhoto Gotamassa mukliato ghoso niccharati, 
vissattho ca vinneyyo ca maiiju ca savaniyo ca bindu ca avisdri ca ninnadica. 
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“Surrounded and honored by many thousands of myriads of koti of devas, from the Caturmaharajikaikas to 
the Akanisthas, may I go to the foot of the bodhi tree.” ( Bodhisattvena mahasattvenaivam 
upapanksamdnena ‘kirn ity aham nagarajavalokitcim avalokayeyam ‘ iti prajnaparamitayam siksitavyam. 
Bodhisattvenaivam upapaiksamdnena ‘him ity aham prthivim caturahgulam asprsan padbhydm gacchey 
iti, ‘kirn ity aham cdturmahdrdjakayadevair ydvad akanisthair anekadevakotiniyutasatasahasraih 
parivrtah puraskrto bodhidrumamulam upasamkrameyam ’ iti prajndpdramitdyam siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

I. GAZE LIKE THAT OF THE ELEPHANT <2318> 


When one swivels one’s body and, in order to look, turns one’s whole body, this is “the gaze like that of the 
elephant” ( ndgdvalokita ). 257 

This is a mark of the Great Man ( mahdprusalaksana ). The body {kayo) and the mind ( citta ) are especially 
united; this is why, when one has something to look at, body and mind turn together. Thus when a lion has 
seized its prey, it is not because the latter is small that the lion is going to cool its ardor. 258 

It is the same for the Buddha. When he has something to look at or something to say, his body and his mind 
function together (yugapad vartante) and never are separate. Why? Because for incalculable periods 
(i asamkhyeyakalpa ), he has cultivated the faculty of attentiveness ( ekacitta ) and as a result of this action, 
the bone of his skull ( murdhdsti) is but one with the body: 259 there is no separation between them. 

Moreover, from lifetime to lifetime, the Buddha has eliminated pride (, mana ); this is why he does not scorn 
beings and when he looks at them, he turns completely towards them. 


2>1 For anatomical reasons as well as out of politeness, the Buddha, “turning his whole body completely to the right, 
looks with the look of the elephant.” It is a time-honored expression: in Pali, ndgdpalokitam apaloketi (DIgha, II, p. 

122,1. 4; Majjhima, I, p. 337,1. 3); in Sanskrit, daksinena sarvakayena nagavalokitendvalokayati (Sanskrit 
Mahaparinirvana, p. 226; a fragment of the Madhyamagama published by E. Waldscmidt, Teufeleien in Turfan- 
Sanskrittexten, 1976, p. 146,1. 13-15). In Tibetan: gyas phyogs su sku tarns cadphyogs te bat glan Ita ba Itar gzigs. 

The Chinese version of the Madhyamagama (T 26, k. 30, p. 622al2) renders ndgdvalokita as long-che 
‘dragon-naga’, whereas it is a matter of ‘elephant-naga’ ( hastinaga ). The Commentary of the Majjhima, II, p. 420-421 
explains: Ycithci ncimci hatthinago ito va etto va apaloketukamo givam aparivattetva sakalasariren ’ eva nivattitva 
apaloketi. evam sakalasriren ’ eva nivattitva apalokesi. - Just as the elephant-naga wishing to look around, does not 
turn its neck but swivels its entire body in order to look, so the Buddha turns his whole body to look. 

258 The Buddha swivels his whole body as easily as an ordinary person turns his neck. In the same way the lion is so 
powerful that it uses as much force to catch a small prey as a big one. 

259 The human body has 360 bones ( asthi ) according to the Astangasamgraha, 3, 5, and Astangalirdaya, 3, 3; 300 bones 
according to the Susruta, 3, 5. In Buddhas, they are fewer because many are fused together and the skull is joined to the 
trunk. Above (p. 278F, n. 1) we have seen that the Vibhasa recognizes only 103 bones in buddhas. 
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[Nithavadana]. 260 - As it is said in the Ni-t’o-a-pa-t’o-na (Nithavadana], Nltha was a street refuse-sweeper 
in the land of SravastI and yet the Buddha patted his head with his hand and <2319> invited him to go forth 
from the world ( pravrajitum ); he was the only one who did not scorn him. 


II. LEVITATION 


“The Buddha’s feet glide four inches above the ground”. If the Buddha were always flying, beings would 
suspect him of not being of the human race and would not take refuge ( sarana ) in him. On the other hand, 
if the Buddha’s feet touched the ground, beings would find that he was no different from an ordinary being 
and would have no respect ( gaurava ) for him. This is why, while gliding four inches above the ground, the 
Buddha does not trample the ground but yet the traces of the wheel appear on the ground. 

Question. - But the Buddha always emits a radiance one armspan in width (y yamaprabha), 61 and his feet 
do not tread on the ground; why then would beings not honor him? 

Answer. - For innumerable kalpas, beings have accumulated serious faults and so they have doubts about 
the Buddha. They say: “The Buddha is a master magician who deceives people with his tricks”, 262 or also: 
“If his feet do not tread on the ground, it is because that is his nature ( prakrtir asyasisd); what is so 
wonderful about a bird flying?” There are beings who, as a result of the gravity of their faults, do not see 
the physical marks ( laksana ) of the Buddha and simply say: “The Buddha is a very powerful sramana.” 263 
Those who speak in this way are like very sick people who, on the point of dying, consider the remedies 
(bhaisajya ) and good food as stinking ( durgandha ) and consequently do not pay [310b] any attention to 
them. 


III. THE PROCESSION TO BODHI 


“The Buddha goes to the foot of the bodhi tree surrounded and honored by many thousands of myriads of 
koti of devas, from <2320 the Caturmaharajakayikas to the Akanisthas”: this is a constant rule ( dhannatd) 
among the Buddhas. 

The Buddha Bhagavat goes to the foot of the bodhi tree in order to destroy two kinds of Maras, the ‘fetter’ 
Mara ( samyojanamdra ) and the lord-god Mara ( Tsvaradevaputramdra ), and also to realize omniscience 
(sarvajnata). Why would the crowd of devas not honor him, not accompany him? 


Seep. 1634F, n. 1. 

261 This is the ‘usual’ light of the Buddha; cf. p. 277F, 455F. 

Majjhima, I, p. 375, 381; Anguttara, II, p. 190, 193: Samano Gotamo mdydvT, dvattanim mdyatn jdndti 
annatithiyanam sdvake dvatteti. 

263 In the canonical scriptures, the heretics address the Buddha by calling him Samano Gotama. 
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Besides, from existence to existence, the devas have always helped and protected the Bodhisattva: already 
when he was leaving home, the devas made the palace people and the palace women sleep stupidly, and 
they held their hands over the hoofs of the horse [Kanthaka] when he leaped over the ramparts; now the 
devas make sure that they accompany the Bodhisattva to the foot of the bodhi tree. 

Question. - Why does the Prajnaparamitasutra not say that innumerable people ( aprameyamanusya ), 
ksatriyas, brahamanas, etc., accompany the Buddha, but speak only of the devas? 

Answer. - The Buddha was alone in the deep forest when he began to look for the bodhi tree. But the forest 
is not a place frequented by people. This is why the sutra does not speak of people. 

Moreover, men do not have the divine eye ( divyacaksus ) or the knowledge of another’s mind 
(paracittajnana ) and consequently did not know that the Buddha was about to attain sambodhi. This is why 
the sutra does not speak of men. 

Moreover, the devas are higher than men. This is why the sutra speaks only of devas. 

Moreover, the Buddhas always love solitary places (viviktasthana), 64 and as the devas hide themselves and 
do not show themselves, they do not disturb his solitude. This is why the sutra speaks only of the presence 
of the devas. 

Finally, seeing that the five bhiksus 262 had gone away <2321> and abandoned him, the Bodhisattva went 
alone to the foot of the tree. This is why he made the wish ( pranidhana ) [to be accompanied by the devas]. 


Divyavastramstara 

Twelfth Section ATTAINING SAMBODHI ON A BED OF 
CELESTIAL ROBES 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 33, 1. 9-12; Satasahasrika, p. 112, 1. 7-15). - The bodhisattva-mahasattva must 
practice the perfection of wisdom if he envisages the following: “At the time when I sit down at the foot of 
the bodhi tree, may the gods - from the Caturmaharajikas to the Akanisthas - lay down a bed of celestial 
robes there” ( Bodhisattvena mahasattvenaivam upapariksamanena ‘him iti me bodhidrumamule nisfdatas 
caturmaharajakayika devd ydvad akanisthd devd divyavastrasamstaram kuryur’ iti prajndpdramitdyam 
siksitavyam ). 


264 The Blessed One was a solitary person and a lover of solitude: Bhcigavdpavibitto pavivekassa ca vannavadT 
(Majjhima, II, p. 6, 8). Often he expressed the wish to retreat for a fortnight in solihrde and no one was to approach him 
except to bring him food: Iccha aham bhikkahve addhamdsam patisalliyitum namhi kenaci upasankamitabho annatrci 
ekena pindapdtamhdrakena (Samyutta, V, p. 12, 320). All the Tathagatas had the same preference: Sunnagare kho 
tathdgatd cibhiramcinti (Vinaya, II, p. 158). 

265 The Five of the fortunate group, Ajnata-Kaundinya, etc., who had been present at the mortifications of the future 
Buddha and who had left him when he took some food: cf. Majjhima, I, p. 247. 
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Sastra. - 


Question. - But according to the sutras, the Buddha spead out grass ( trna ) at the foot of the tree and sitting 
on that, he attained sambodhi. Why the does the bodhisattva wish for celestial garments ( divyavastra ) as a 
seat? 

Answer. - It is in the sutras of the sravakas that it is a matter of a bunch of grass; 266 the Mahayanasutras, on 
the other hand, refer to <2322> what beings saw: some saw him spread the grass at the foot of the tree, 
others saw him spread celestial mats; the visions vary according to the lesser or greater merits (punya ) of 
the beings. 

Moreover, the Buddhas of birth body (janmakdyabuddha ) collect grass at the foot of the tree, whereas the 
Buddhas of body born from the fundamental element ( dhannadhdtujakdya ) use heavenly robes as seat or 
things higher than these robes. 

Finally, the Buddha realizes sambodhi in a deep forest, at the foot of a tree; if there are people in the forest 
who see him, they offer him grass; if these are noble men ( kulaja) who see him, they offer him garments of 


i66 Samghabheda, I, p. 113 (T 1450, k. 5, p. 122c-23-28): Tato bodhisattvah kalikandgarajena samstuyamd.no 
vajrasanabhimukhah samprasthitah. sa samlaksayati: trnasamstare nisadyam kalpayamiti. tasya trnaih prayojanam iti 
sakro devdndm indro bodhisattvasya cetasa cittam djndya gandhamadanat parvatdt tulasamsparsanam turnanam 
bharam adaya svastikayavasikavarnam dtmdnam abhinirmdya bodhisattvasya prastad avasthitah. bodhisattvah 
kathayati: bhadramukha dryantam mamaitani trndmti. sakrena devendrena bodhisattvasya padayor nipatya 
sagauravena dattdni. tato bodhisattvah svastikasyayavasikasyantikdt trnany adaya devatopadistena margena yena 
bodhimulam tenopasahkrdntah; upasahkramya anakulam asahkulam trnasamstarakam prajnapayitum arabdhah. 

Transl. - Then the Bodhisattva, covered with praise by the naga king Kalika, went towards the Diamond 
Seat. He said: “I am going to sit on a bed of grass.” Seeing that he needed grass, Sakra king of the gods, taking to mind 
the Buddha’s thought, went to Mount Gandhamadana to gather an armful of grass, soft to the touch like cotton; he 
changed himself into a grass-seller called Svastika and went to stand in front of the Bodhisattva. The Bodhisattva said 
to him: “Friend, give me that grass.” Sakra king of the gods fell to the Bodhisattva’s feet and respectfully gave it to 
him. Then, taking the grass that Svastika the grass-seller had given him, he went to the bodhi tree by way of the path 
the gods had shown him. Having come there, he set about arranging the grass in an orderly way. 

- The gift of grass by Svastika (in Pali, Sotthiya) is told in many sources: 

Mahlsasaka Vin., T 1421, k. 15, p. 102c 15-16; Dharmaguptaka Vin., T 1428,k. 31, p. 781al2-17. 

Lives of the Buddha: Sieou king pen k’i king, T 184, k. 2, p. 470a28-b2; P’ou yao king, T 186, k. 5, p. 
514cl3-20; Ta tchouang yen king, T 187, k. 8, p. 587a20-b4; Yin kouo king, T 189, k. 3,. p. 639c4-l 1; Pen hing rsi 
king, T 190. k. 26, p. 773a7-20; Tchong hiu mo ho ti king, T 191, k. 6, p. 950al5-21; Pen hing king, T 193, k. 3, p. 
75c25-28; Tch’ou yao king, T 212, k. 7, p. 644cll-14. 

Mahavastu, II, p. 131,1. 12; 264,1. 5-7; Lalitavistara, P. 286,1. 3-288,1. 10; Sad. pundarlka, p. 421,1. 6-7. 

Nidanakatha, p. 70-71. 
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high quality as seat. But in the forest there are no nobles; therefore it is a naga and the gods who each 
present to him a beautiful robe as a seat. 267 

The robe of the Caturmaharajakayikas weighs two pala; that of the Trayastrimsa, one pala; that of the 
Yamas, eighteen dharana; that of the Tusitas, [310c] twelve dharana; that of the Nirmanaratis, six dharana; 
that of the Paranirmitavasavartins, three dharana. 

The robe of the gods of the form realm ( rupadhdtu ) has no weight. The robe of the gods of the desire realm 
(,kdmadhatu ), being made of tree-tips, has neither warp nor woof: it is like a thin skin of ice, clear with all 
sorts of colors, pure and of ineffable brilliance. 

The Bodhisattva sits down on these precious robes spread out as as a seat and realizes supreme complete 
enlightenment ( anuttara samyaksambodhi). 

Question. - Why does the Prajnaparamitasutra speak only of the devas spreading out robes ( vastra ) and say 
nothing about the great bodhisattvas of the ten directions who themselves set out thrones (dsana) for the 
Buddha? 268 At the moment when the Buddha is going to realize sambodhi, all the bodhisattvas set out 
thrones for the Buddha. < 2323> These thrones have a length of one league (yojana) and a width of one 
league, ten leagues, a hundred leagues, a thousand leagues, ten thousand leagues, an infinite number of 
leagues; and their height is also in proportion. These precious thrones come from the pure merit 
(andsravapunya) of the bodhisattvas. They are invisible to the divine eye and all the more so, they cannot 
be touched by the hand. The Buddhas of the ten directions ( dasadigbuddha ) and the three times 
(tiyadvabuddha ), their victory over Mara ( mdradharsana ), their enlightenment ( abhisambodhana ), their 
wonders ( vyuha ) and their Buddha deeds (buddhakdrya) are seen clearly as though in a clear mirror 
(ddarsa). Why then does the Prajnaparamitasutra not speak of these precious thrones? 

Answer. - The Prajnaparamitas are of two kinds: z) those that are addressed both to the sravakas and to the 
bodhisattvas and devas; z'z) those that concern bodhisattvas possessing the ten bhumis 
( dasavihdrasamanvdgata ) exclusively. It is in this latter type that the ‘bodhisattvas setting out thrones for 
the Buddha’ will be discussed. Why? The gratitude ( krtajndna ) which the devas have for the Buddha is not 
as great as that of the great bodhisattvas [separated from Buddhahood] by only one or two lifetimes. Why 
would such bodhisattvas not be able to use the power of their superknowledges ( abhijndbala ) to honor the 
Buddha? But in the present passage, the Prajnaparamitasutra is addressed also to the sravakas; this is why it 
does not speak [of the great bodhisattvas, but only of the devas]. 


Vajramayah pradesah 

Thirteenth Section CHANGING THE SURROUNDING GROUND 
INTO DIAMOND 


167 See detail in chapter XX of the Lalitavistara, p. 290-299: Bodhimandavyuha. 

168 Cf. the gift of thrones related in the VimalakTrtinirdesa, French transl., p. 247-250. 
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Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 33, 1. 12-14; Satasahasrika, p. 113, 1. 3-5). - The bodhisattva must practice the 
perfection of wisdom if he envisages thus: “When I shall have attained supreme complete enligtenment, 
may every place where I walk, stand, sit or lie down change into diamond” ( Bodhisattvena 
mahasattvenaivam upapariksamanena ‘him iti me ‘nuttaram samyaksambodhim abhisambuddhasya 
gacchatas tisthato nisannasya saydnasya prthivfpradeso varjramayah samtistheta ’ iti prajndpdramitdydm 
siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

Question. - Why is the earth (prthivi ) changed into vajra ‘diamond’ where the Buddha takes up the four 
postures ( frydpatha )? <2324> 
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Answer. 269 - 1) According to some, when the Bodhisattva comes to the foot of the bodhi tree, he sits in this 
place and attains supreme complete enlightenment ( anuttard samyaksambodhi). At that moment, the 
Bodhisattva penetrates the true nature of dharmas (dharmdndm dharmata), and then there is no earth that 
can support him. 270 Why? For beings the earth is a deception and exists as retribution ( vipdka ) conditioned 
by previous actions (, karman ); this is why it is incapable of supporting <2325> the Bodhisattva. When the 
Bodhisattva is about to realize sambodhi, he has knowledge of the true nature ( dharmatdjndna ) as ’body’ 
{kayo), and then the place where he is seated changes into Vajra. 

269 The answer is inspired by the old Buddhist cosmology. 

According to the canonical sutras (DIgha, II, p. 107; Kosavyakhya, p. 15), the earth (prthivi) rests upon the 
water ( udaka ) or Circle of waters ( abmcindalci ); the water or Circle of waters rests on wind ( vayu ); the wind rests on 
space (akdsa ); space does not rest upon anything. - In this summary, there is no mention of gold ( kancana) or diamond 
(vajra). 

Later scholasticism, particularly that of the Sarvastivadins (Kosa, III, p. 138-141; Kosabhasya, p. 157-158) 
gives more details: 

1) Resting on space, there arises below, by the force of the actions of beings, the Circle of wind 

( vayumandala ): it is 1,600,000 leagues ( yojana ) high, immeasurable in circumference, solid ( drdha) to the extent of 
being unable to be cut into by Vajra ‘thunderbolt, or diamond’. 

2) Superimposed on the Circle of wind, the Circle of waters (abmandala), 1,120,000 yojanas high. But after a 
certain time, stirred by the winds that create the power of actions, the water becomes gold ( kancana ) in its upper part, 
just as boiled milk becomes cream (pakvaksiri saribhavayogena). Then the Circle splits iinto two parts: 

a. a lower part constituting the Circle of waters proper, 800,000 yojanas high, 

b. an upper part, 320,000 yojanas high, called the earth of gold ( kancanamayi mahi) in the Kosabhasya, p. 
158,1. 13; the wheel of gold ( kahcanacakra ) in the Sarvastivadin Agama cited in Siksasamuccaya, p. 148,1. 15; the 
Circle of gold and diamond ( kahcanavajramandala ) in the Panjika, p. 168,1. 7. This last name, which associates vajra 
with gold, deserves to be remembered. 

3) Differing in height, the Circle of waters and the earth of gold are equal in diameter (1,203, 450 yojana) and 
in perimeter (3,610,350 yojana). 

4) The earth of gold supports the earth (prthivi ), the universe of four continents encircled by the cakravada 
which gives it the shape of a wheel. 

Wherever the buddhas have attained or will attain sambodhi, the vajra which plunged into the waters, slips 
through the earth of gold (kancanamayimahi) and comes to the surface of the earth where it forms the Diamond Seat 
(vajrasana) more than a hundred paces in circumference (Si-yu-ki, T 2087, k. 8, p. 915b 15-17). 

For this Diamond Seat and the area of enlightenment (bodhimanda) that surrounds it, see Vimalakirtinirdesa, 
French transl., p. 198-200, note; Ceylon Encyclopedia, III, p. 207 and 217, s.v. Bodhimanda and Bodhipuja. We may 
add that, in a figurative sense, the expression bodhimanda simply means the complete spiritual presence of the Dhanna 
or Dharmakaya of the Buddhas. 

270 Cf. Kosabhasya, p. 161,1. 12-14: Tasya [Jambudvipasya] madhye kdhcanamayydm prthivydm vajrasanam 
abhinirvrttam yasmin nisadya sarve bodhisattva vajropamam samadhim utpadayanti. nahi tarn anya asrayah pradeso 
va sodhum samarthah. - At the center of Jambudvlpa, resting on the earth of gold, the Diamond Seat where all the 
bodhisattvas sit to realize the diamond-like concentration. No other place, no other location is able to support the 
Bodhisattva [in this concentration]. 
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2) According to others, the Earth (prthivi ) rests on the Circle of gold (, kancanamaya mandala or 
kancanamayi mahi ); the Circle of gold rest on the Vajra; from the [upper] point of the Vajra arises a terrace 
(prdsdda ) similar to a lotus flower ( padmapuspa ); just above, it supports the place where the Bodhisattva is 
sitting and prevents it from sinking This is why the area of enlightenment [311a] ( bodhimanda ) where the 
Bodhisattva sits is called Vajra. 

3) According to yet others, as soon as the Bodhisattva has realized sambodhi, every place where the 
Buddha takes up the four postures (; Tryapatha ) changes into diamond. 

Question. - But the Vajra itself is deceptive for beings and exists as a result of actions: how can it support 
the Buddha? 

Answser. - Even though the Vajra comes about by deception, it is much more solid ( drdha ) than the Earth 
( prthivi ) and nothing can surpass it. The Vajra plunges into the water ( ap -) and there the naga kings offer 
this solid substance to the Buddha and, as a result of the actions of his earlier lives ( purvanivasakarman ), 
the Buddha has this solid support ( supradsthitasathana ). 

Moreover, the Buddha transforms the Vajra and the four great elements ( mahabhuta ) into empty space 
(akasa), and this Akasa itself is not deceptive. The wisdom (prajnd ) of the Buddha is not deceptive either. 
[Akasa and Prajna) are both alike; this is why they can support him. 


Ekakalata 

Fourteenth Section CARRYING OUT ABHISAMBODHI, 
PREACHING AND CONVERSIONS ALL IN THE SAME DAY 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 33, 1. 14-34, 1. 5; Satasahasrika, p. 113, 1. 5-13). - Furthermore, O Sariputra, the 
bodhisattva-mahasattva must practice the perfection of wisdom if he envisages this: “When I leave home 
and go forth, may I realize supreme complete enlightenment and turn the Wheel of Dharma on the same 
day”, and “When I turn the Wheel of Dharma, may innumerable incalculable beings obtain the purity of the 
dust-free and stainless eye of Dharma about dharmas; may innumerable and incalculable beings have their 
minds liberated from impurities by detachment from things; and may innumerable and incalculable beings 
become non-regressing in their course toward supreme complete enlightenment” ( Punar aparam Sariputra 
bodhisattvena <2326> mahasattvenaivam upapariksamanena ‘ldm ity aham yatraiva divase 
‘bhiniskrdmeyam tatraiva divase ‘nuttardm samyaksambodhim abhisambudhyeyam tatraiva divase 
dharmacakram pravartayeyam ’ id, ‘kim id me dharmacakram pravartayamdnasydprameydndm 
asamkhyeydnam sattvanam virajo vigatamalam dharmesu dharmacaksur visuddham, aprameyandm 
asamkhyeydnam sattvanam anupdddydsravebhyas cittdni vimucyeran, aprameyd asamkhyeydh sattvd 
avaivartikd bhavyur anuttardydm samyaksambodhdv ’ id prajndpdramitdyam siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 
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I. BECOMING BUDDHA AND PREACHING THE DHARMA THE SAME DAY 


In unfortunate ages ( kalpakasaya ), 271 among beings of wrong views ( mitliyadrstika ), in order to eliminate 
the wrong views of beings, some bodhisattvas devoted themselves zealously to very austere practices 
(i duskaracarya). Thus, in the Uruvilva forest, the Buddha Sakyamuni ate only one grain of sesame (tila), 
one grain of rice ( tandula ). 272 The heretics ( tfrthika ) said: “Even though he practiced austerities, our former 
teacher could not follow them for more than six years”, 273 and other men said: “The Buddha is undergoing 
today the painful retribution ( duhkhavipdka ) of bad actions ( akusalakarman ) of his former lives.” 274 There 
are some bodhisattvas who believe that the Buddha really suffered those pains; that is why they say to 
themselves: “When I go forth, may I realize abhisambodhi on that same day.” 

Moerover, there are some bodhisattvas who go forth ( abhiniskramanti ) during fortunate times. Thus Ta- 
t’ong-houei (Mahabhijnajnana), in search of abhisambodhi, sat cross-legged (paiyankam abhujya) for ten 
lesser kalpas ( antarakcdpa ) until <2327> he attained abhisambodhi. 275 Learning this, some bodhisattvas say 
to themselves: “May I attain abhisambodhi on the same day that I go forth.” 

There are some bodhisattvas who, after having realized abhisambodhi, do not immediately turn the Wheel 
of Dharma ( na sadyo dharmacakram pravartayanti ). 

a. Thus, for twelve years after he had attained abhisambodhi, the Buddha Jan-teng (Dlpamkara) only 
emitted light rays ( rasmi ) and, as there was no one to understand him, did not preach the Dharma. 276 


271 In his translation of the Lotus (T 262), Kumarajlva renders the expression kalpakasaya of the Sad. pund., p. 43,1. 4; 
65.1. 13, by Ngo die. The kalpakasaya is one of the five corruptions (Kosa, III, p. 193). 

~ 7 ~ On the fast and mortifications of Sakyamuni at Uruvilva, see p. 12F, n. 1. 

273 This was the thought of the Fortunate Five: cf. Majjhima, I, p. 247; Samghabheda, I, p. 108, etc. 

274 The nine torments endured by the Buddha set a doctrinal problem which have been fully discussed above, p. 507- 
514F. We may add to the references given in the note on p. 509F the Mulasarv. Vin., Gilgit Manuscripts, III, part I, p. 
211-218. According to the Hmayanists, by these torments and illnesses the Buddha expiated the wrong-doings of his 
former existences. For the Mahayanists and the Traite (p. 517F, 1512F), these were apparent faults and fictitious 
tonnents simulated by the Buddha for the benfit of others. 

275 Sa. Pundarlka, p. 160: Atha khalu bhiksavo dasanam antarakalpdndm atyayena sa bhagavdn 
Mahdbhijndjndnabhibhus tathdgato ‘rhan samayaksambodho 'nuttardm samyaksambodhim abhisambuddhah. 

Compare Gilgit recension, ed. S. Watanabe, p. 76, and the Kashgar recension, ed. H. Toda, I, p. 28. 
i76 Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 98, p. 506a24 seq.: The bodily brilliance (prabha) of the tathagata arhat samyaksambuddha 
Dlpamkara shone and illumined the city of DTpavati. Its perimeter was one yojana. For twelve years there was no 
difference between day and night. - Ibid., k. 183, p. 916bl9-20: The buddlia Dlpamkara turned the wheel of Dharma in 
the city of DTpavati on Mount Ho-li-to-lo (?). 

It follows that, for the twelve years following his enlightenment, Dlpamkara did his buddha-work by emitting 
an especially brilliant light. Then, when he had found listeners capable of understanding, he turned the Wheel of 
Dharma during a first sermon. 


1929 



b. Also, the Buddha Siu-chan-to (Susanta) who was about to become buddha but had no-one to receive his 
teachings, created a fictive buddha (; nirmitabuddha ) who, for a whole kalpa, preached the Dharma and 
saved beings, whereas Susanta himself had already entered parinirvana. 277 

c. Also, the Buddha Sakyamuni, having become buddha, waited 57 days before preaching the Dharma. 278 

Learning this, some bodhisattvas say to themselves: “May <2328> I turn [311b] the Wheel of Dharma 
immediately when I become buddha.” 


II. SIMULTANEOUSLY PREACHING AND CONVERTING 79 


i77 The Buddha Susanta has already been mentioned above (p. 418F). The Pancavimlsati speaks of him twice: 

T 223, k. 21, p. 374c26-29: Once there was a buddha called Susanta. In order to save bodhisattvas, he created 
a buddha by emanation ( nirmana ), then himself entered into parinirvana. For half a kalpa, this fictive buddha 
( nirmitabuddha ) did the work of a buddha and, after having made the prediction ( vyakcircma ), enterd into parinirvana. 
All the beings in the world said that the Buddha was really parinirvanized, but, O Subhuti, fictive beings are really 
without birth or cessation. 

T 223, k. 23, p. 390c4-6: The Buddha Susanta attained anuttara samyaksambodhi and, for the followers of the 
three Vehicles, he turned the Wheel of Dharma. As there was nobody to receive the prediction ( vydkarana) of 
Bodhisattva, Susanta created a buddha by emanation, abandoned his life and entered into nirvana without residue. 

278 See above, p. 419F,n. 1. 

279 To reach nirvana, the ascetic must travel a path of seeing ( darsanamarga ) which involves 16 moments of mind, and 
a path of meditation (bhavanamarga ) which involves 162 moments of mind. During this course, he enters into 
possession of four fruits of the path ( mdrgaphala ), also called fruits of the religious life ( srdmanyaphala ). Fie becomes 
srotaapanna at the 16 th moment of the darsanamarga, sakrdagamin, anagamin and arhat ( asaiksa ) at, respectively, the 
12 th , 18 th and 162 nd moments of the bhavanamarga. 

Buddhist texts use a stereotyped formula in describing the acquisition of the fruit of srotaapanna: “In the 
venerable one there arises the eye of Dharma, without dust or stain”, sometimes completed by the saying: "He knows 
that all that has a beginning is subject to destruction.” 

Pali Concordance, II, p. 408. s.v. dhammacakkhu , p. 513, s.v. nirodhamma. - Ayasmato N. virajam vitamalam 
dammacakkhum udapadi yam kind samudayadhammam sabbam tarn nirodhadhamman ti. 

Catusparisad, p. 152; Samghabheda, I, p. 136; Mahavastu, III, p. 333,1. 19. - Ayusmati N. virajo vigatamalam 
dharmesu dharmacaksur utpannam (variant: visuddam). 

To designate the acquisition of the fourth fruit, the fruit of arhat, another formula is used: "In the venerable 
one, by detachment, the mind was liberated from impurities.” 

Pali Concordance, I, p. 348, s.v. asavehi. - Tassa N. anupaddya asavehi cittam vimuccati (or vimucci). 

Catusparisad, p. 162, 170, 190, 322; Samghabheda, I, p. 138, 139, 143; Nidanasamyukta, p. 170; Mahavastu, 
III, p. 227,1. 4. - Ayusmato N. anupadayasravebhyas cittam vimuktam (in plural, cittdni vimuktdni). 

Access to a fruit of the path is a type of conversion usually brought about by a speech of the Buddha. Entry 
into possession of the fourth fruit, the fruit of arhat, is usually preceded by several sermons of the Buddha. Thus Ajnata 
Kaundinya who, after Sakyamuni, was the second arhat in this world, attained the final goal after two times only: 
during the sennon on the four noble Truths, he became a srotaapanna, in possession of the dharmacaksus, but it was 
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There are Buddhas who save beings, but in limited numbers. Thus, when the Buddha Sakyamuni turned the 
Wheel of Dharma, <2329> Kiao-tch ’en-jou (Kaundinya) was the only person to obtain the first [fruit] of 
the Path ( prathamam margaphalam, i.e., srotaapattiphala) and 80,000 devas also obtained the purity of the 
dust-free and stainless eye of Dharma ( virajo vigatamalam dharmesu dharmacaksur visuddham). m> 
Learning that, some bodhisattvas [as here] make the following wish ( pranidhdna ): “When 1 turn the wheel 
of the Dharma, may innumerable incalculable beings obtain the purity of the dust-free stainless Dharma 
eye.” 

When the Buddha Sakyamuni first turned the Wheel of Dharma, a single bhiksu [namely Kaundinya] and 
some devas obtained the first [fruit of the path, the srotaapattiphala], but nobody obtained arhathood or the 
bodhi of the bodhisattvas. This is why some bodhisattvas, [as here], make the following wish: “When I 
become Buddha, may the minds of innumerable incalculable beings, by detachment in regard to things, 
have their minds liberated from the impurities, and may innumerable incalculable beings become 
irreversible in their course to supreme complete enlightenment.” 

Question. - But in all the Buddhas, the magical power (rddhibala), qualities ( guna ) and salvific activity 
( sattvaparitrana ) are the same; 281 why then do these bodhisattvas make such wishes (pranidhdna )? 

Answer. - A single Buddha can create innumerable incalculable bodies by transformation ( nirmdna ) and 
save beings by them. However, in the universes ( lokadhdtu ) some are pure (parisuddha ) and some are 

only at the end of the sermon on non-self that his mind was liberated from impurities and he became arhat (cf. 
Samghabheda, I, p. 136,1. 15-16, and p, 138,1.6-7). 

The Samghabhedavastu of the Miilasarv. Vinaya gives the list of the first 61 arhats and relates the historical 
detail of their final conversion. 

1) The Buddha Sakyamuni. 

2) Ajnata Kaundinya (I, p. 138) 

3-6) The other four members of the Fortunate Group (p. 139). 

7) Yasas (p. 143). 

8-11) The 50 young men of Benares (p. 148). 

This list also appears in Catusparisad (p. 162, 170, 180, 208, 212) and with slight differences, in the Pali 
Vinaya (I, p. 14, 18, 19, 20). 

These conversions of limited number were never instantaneous and, to bring them to completion, the Buddha 
himself had to intervene several times with his encouragement and advice. 

The bodhisattva pictured here by the Prajnaparamita wishes that, at his first sermon, innumerable beings 
would accede instantaneously to the fruits of the path. A bold, not to say unrealizable wish, but quite to the honor of the 
bodhisattva. 

280 The Traite cites Sarvastivadin sources textually, the Catusparisad, p. 152, and the Samghabheda, I, p. 136: Asmin 
khalu dharmaparyaye bhasyamane ayusmata ajhatakaundinyasya virajo vigatamalam dharmesu dharmacaksur 
utpannam asitinam ca devatdsahasrdndm. - The Pali Vinaya (I, p. 11,1. 32-35) does not mention the gods, whereas the 
Mahavastu (III, p. 333,1. 19-334,1. 1) mentions 18 koti of devas. 

~ 81 On the similarities and differences among the Buddhas, see Kosa, VII, p. 80-82, and notes. 
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impure ( aparisuddha ). The bodhisattvas see or hear it said that some buddhas, by austerity (duskaracarya), 
have attained abhisambodhi with difficulty and have not immediately turned the Wheel of Dharma. Thus, 
for example, <2340> the Buddha Sakyamuni realized abhisambodhi only after six years od austerity and, 
when he first turned the Wheel of Dharma, nobody obtained the bodhi of the arhats, still less the bodhi of 
the bodhisattvas. 282 This is why these bodhisattvas, not knowing that the buddhas are equal in power, make 
the wishes [mentioned here in the Prajnaparamitasutra]. Nevertheless, the magical power (rddhibala) and 
the qualities ( guna ) are identical ( sama ) and without difference (nirvisista) in all the buddhas. 


Ekadharmadesana 

Fifteenth Section BRINGING INNUMERABLE BEINGS TO 
ARHATHOOD BY A SINGLE SERMON 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 34, 1. 5-7; Satasahastika, p. 113, 1. 13-16). - The bodhisattva must practice the 
perfection of wisdom if he envisages thus: “When I attain supreme complete enlightenment, may there be 
an immense incalculable sa a gha of sravakas, and may a single preaching of the Dharma be enough that, in 
one single session, [these innumerable incalculable sravakas] become arhats ( Bodhisattvena 
mahasattvenaivam upapariksamdnena ‘kim id me ‘nuttaram samyaksambodhhim 

abhisambuddlwsydprameya ‘samkheyah sravakasamgha bhaved ekadharmadesanayd cdprameyd 
asamkhyeydh srdvakd ekdsanikd arhanto bhavyur’ iti prajndpdramitdydm siksitavyam). 


Sdstra. - 

1) There are Budhas whose sravakasamgha is limited. 

Thus, the Buddha Sakyamuni had a samgha of 1250 bhiksus ( ardhatrayodasdni bhiksusatani ). <2331> 


~ 8i Actually, as we have just seen, after the first sennon of the Buddha at Benares, Kaundinya and the gods obtained 
just the fruit of srotaapanna. 

~ 83 At Uruvilva, Sakyamuni conferred ordination to a thousand Jatilas, disciples of the three Kasyapa brothers; soon 
after, he repeated the ordination at Rajagrha where he admitted into his order 250 disciples of the heretic Sanjaya, 
brought by Sariputra and Maudgalyayana. In the company of these 1250 bhiksus, the Teacher traveled through 
Magadha, and this invasion of yellow robes outraged the population: “The sramana Gautama”, they said, “is aiming at 
bringing about the absence of children, widowhood, the extinction of the family. He has just ordained as monks the 
thousand Jatilas, then the two hundred and fifty parivrajakas of Sanjaya, and here many young people of good family in 
the country of Magadha are taking up the religious life under the direction of the sramana Gautama” (Pali Vinaya, p. 

43; Catusparisad, p. 394; Mahavastu, III, p. 90). 

Many other ordinations were subsequently performed, but it remained understood that Sakyamuni’s samgha 
consisted of 1250 bhiksus: addhatelasa bhikkhusata (Vin. I, p. 220,1. 20; 224,1. 6; 249,1. 13; DTgha, I, p. 47,1. 4; 49,1. 
15; Samyutta, I, p. 192,1. 10). 
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The Buddha Maitreya will have a first assembly ( samnipata ) of 99 koti, a second assembly of 96 koti and a 
third assembly of 93 koti of listeners. 

These buddha-samghas, each having their limit and their determined number, are dissimilar. This is why 
some bodhisattvas wish, [as here],”‘to have innumerable incalculable sravakas as samgha”. 

2) There are Buddhas who preach the Dharma to beings [several times]. At the time of the first sermon 
( dharmadesana ), these beings obtain the first fruit of the Path (prathama mdrgaphala ), in the course of 
other sermons they obtain the second, third and fourth fruit of the path. 

Thus when the Buddha Sakyamuni preached the Dharma to 500 bhiksus, the latter first obtained the first 
[fruit] of the Path and then, on another day, they [311c] obtained the bodhi of the arhats. 284 

Sariputra first attained the first [fruit] of the Path, then after a fortnight ( ardhamdsa ), he attained the bodhi 
of the arhats. 285 <2332> 


In their nidanas, the old sutras often mention the presence of 1250 bhiksus and perhaps this number is an 
index of the antiquity of these texts. It may be noted that in the assembly where the Astasahasrika was preached there 
were 1250 bhiksus (ardhratrayodasani bhiksuscitani), whereas those of the Pancavimsati and the Satasahasrika 
included 5000 (pancamatrani bhiksusahasrani). 

284 The three brothers, hermits wearing braided hair and worshippers of fire (jatila ), lived at Uruvilva: Uruvilva- 
Kasyapa, leader of 500 ascetics, NadT-K., head of 300 ascetics, and Gaya-K. head of 200 ascetics. 

By a series of miracles, the Tathagata first converted Uruvilva-K. and his 500 disciples. They asked to be 
received into the order, which makes one think that they had acquired the dust-free stainless pure eye of Dharma and 
that they had acceded to the fruit of srotaapanna. The Tathagata conferred on them ( upasampad ) and they became 
bhiksus (cf. Vin. I, p. 33,1. 12-13; CatuspariUsad, p. 306). 

A little later, the 300 disciples of NadT-K. and the 200 disciples of Gaya-K. also received ordination. 

Accompanied by these 1000 Jatilas now bhiksus, the Tathagata went to Mount Gayaslrsa, accomplished some 
miracles there and pronounced the famous Fire Sermon there: “Sarvam adiptam Following this sermon, the minds of 
these thousand bhiksus was liberated from the impurities (tasya bhiksusahasrdnupdddydsravebhyas cittam vimuktam) 
by detachment, which means, in other words, that they attained arhathood (Vin. I, p. 35,1. 10-12; Catusparisad, p. 322). 

285 The Traite has devoted the entire chapter XVI, p. 621-649F, to the story of Sariputra (= Upatisya) and 
Maudgalyayana (= Kolia), but here it is nvcessary to return to three events which made a mark in their lives: the 
attaining the fruit of srotaapanna (or if you wish, the conversion), the ordination and arriving at arhathood. 

1) The attainment of the fruit of srotaapanna. - These two childhood friends set out on the search of the 
deathless, first started in the school of the sage Sanjaya (= Sanjayin) where there were 500 praivrajakas. 

At Rajagrha, Sariputra met Asvajit, the Buddha’s first disciple and heard from his mouth the famous stanza 
summarizing the Buddha’s teaching in four lines: Ye dharma hetuprabhavah... There immediately arose in him the 
dust-free stainless eye of the Dharma (Vin. I, p. 40,1. 30-34; Catusparisad, p. 378). 

Sariputra went on to communicate this stanza to his friend Maudgalayayana and the latter, in turn, entered 
into possession of this same fruit of the Path (Vin. I, p. 41,1. 37-42,1. 3; Catusparisad, p. 384). 

2) Ordination. - The two friends decided to go to the Buddha who was then at the Venuvana in Rajagrha, and 
they were accompanied by 250 parivrajakas. Upon their request, they received, at the Buddha’s call Ehibhiksukd, the 
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When Mahakasyapa saw the Buddha, he obtained the first [fruit] of the Path, then eight days later he 
became arhat. 2S6 <2334> 


minor ordination ( pravrajya), the major ordination ( upasampad) and the status of bhiksu (Vin. I, p. 43,1. 6-7; 
Catusparisad, p. 392; Mulasarv. Vin., T 1444, k. 2, p. 1028al 1-23). 

3) Arrival at arhathood. - Except for Sariputra and Maudgalyayana, all the parivrajakas 250 in number) 
acceded to the state of arhat ( thapetva dve aggasavake avasesa arahattam papunimsu ) at the very moment of their 
ordination. 

Seven days after his ordination (pabbajitadivasato sattame divase), Maudgalyayana attained the summit of 
supreme knowledge of the sravakas ( savakaparaminanassa matthakam patto), i.e., he became arhat. After a week of 
intense meditation, he had been seized by languor-torpor ( thmamiddha ), but the Buddha came to preach to him the 
Pacalasutta of the Anguttara (IV, p. 85-91), and he shook off his sleepiness. 

As for Sariputra, it was only after the fifteenth day following his ordination (pabbajitadivasato addhamasam 
atikkamitva) that he attained the summit of supreme knowledge of the sravakas. He was then in the neighborhood of 
Rajagrha in the Sukarakhata cave and had heard DIrghanakha, his sister’s son, speaking with the Buddha, a dialogue 
recorded in the Vedandparigghanasuttanta , better known as the Dighanakhasutta, Majjhima, I, p. 497-501. [Cf. the 
Dirghanakhavadana of the Avadanasataka where it is clearly specified (II, p. 194,1. 1) that Sariputra at that time was 
ardhamdsopasampanna ‘ordained for half a month’. 

All this is taken from the Commentary of the Dhammapada, 2 nd edition, I, p. 79-80; see also Mrs. Rhys 
Davids, Psalms of the Brethren, p. 341-342. 

Nidanakatha, p. 85: Mahdmoggallano sattahena arahattam pdpuni Sariputtathero addhamasena. ubho pi ca 
tie Satthd aggasavakatthane thapesi. 

Mahavastu, III, p. 66-67: Sarvesam Sariputramaudgalaydyanamukhanam bhiksusatdndm 
anupadayasravebhyas cuttdni vimuktdni / ayusmdms ca Mahamaudgalydyano saptahopasampanno rddhibalatdm 
rddhivasitam ca anuprdpune catvari ca pratisamvidani saksikare / ayusmdm ca Sdriputro ardhamdsam pravrajito 
ardhamasopasampanno abhijndvasitdm prajndpdramitdm ca anuprdpune catvari ca pratisamvidani saksikare / 

The fact that Sariputra and Maudgalyayana became arhat later than their companions was not at all because 
of weakness but, on the other hand, because of the vastness of their supreme sravaka knowledge (Dhp. A, I, p. 79,1. 16: 
savakapdramihanassa mahantataya). In order for Sariputra to turn the Wheel of Dhanna after the Buddha, an interval 
of a fortnight between his ordination and his accession to arhathood was necessary (see above, p. 633F). 

286 The main source is a passage of the CTvrasutta of the Samyutta, II, p. 219-221, but it must be complemented by 
other sources, placed in brackets here. 

Disgusted by lay life, Mahakasyapa made himself an under-robe from pieces of cloth ( patapilotokanam 
samghati). [Traite, p. 1399F: This robe was worth a thousand pieces of gold. Wanting to have a lowly beggar’s 
garment, he searched for rags but was unable to find any.] Fike the arhats in this world, he cut his hair and his beard, 
put on the yellow robe and went forth from home into homelessness. 

Having gone forth, half-way he saw the Blessed One seated near the Bahuputta-Cetiya, between Rajagrha 
and Nalanda. Having seen him, he wanted to bow to him. [Kosavyakhya, p. 374,1. 11-15: But, they say, all the statues 
of the gods that Mahakasyapa bowed to broke into pieces due to his great power. Approaching the Blessed One, he did 
not bow to him out of fear of destroying his body. Knowing his intention, the Blessed One encouraged him, saying: 
“Kasyapa, bow to the Tathagata.” Then he bowed down to him.] 
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Kasyapa prostrated to the feet of the Blessed One and said: “The Blessed One is my teacher; I am his 
disciple” ( Satthd me Bhagava, savako ham asmi). [Kosabhasya, p. 212,1. 3 and 6: There are ten kinds of ordination 
(upasampad )... ; the 4 th , by recognizing the Blessed One as teacher, in the case of Mahakasyapa ( dasavidhd 
upasampad iti... sdstur abhyupagamdn mahdkasyapasya)\. 

The Blessed One encouraged Kasyapa and, having encouraged him, he arose from his seat and went away. 
Then Kasyapa said: “For seven days while I was imperfect, I enjoyed the food [offered] by the land; on the eighth day, 
perfect knowledge was produced in me.” 

This comment confinns the assertion of the Traite in terns of which Kasyapa, when he saw the Buddha, 
obtained the first fruit of the Path, then, eight days later, became arhat. Actually, by recognizing the Blessed One as 
teacher, he ‘entered into the stream of nirvana’ ( srotadpanna ) and this recognition constituted his ordination. Eight 
days later, perfect knowledge (ajha) was produced in him and he became arhat. 

Kasyapa’s assertion which Bakkula will attribute to him (Majjhima, III, p. 127,1. 7-8) is worded in Pali as 
follows: Sattdham eva kho ahum, avuso, sd.no ratthapindam bhuhji, atha atthamiyam anna udapddi. 

‘Enjoying the food of the land’ seems to be out of context, for the quest for food is the job of all monks, 
perfect as well as imperfect. Sana, which I [Lamotte] have translated above as ‘imperfect’ is a rare word. According to 
the Commentary of the Samyutta, II, p. 199,1. 1, it means, etymologically, sa-ina, ‘in debt’; in the figurative sense, sa- 
kilesa, ‘with passions’. The commentary does not specify which ones, but as sana is opposed here to anna, the perfect 
knowledge of the saints, we could take it that it is all the passions to be abandoned by seeing the truths, or 
darsanaheyaklesa (cf. Kosa, V, p. 13). 

The sana would be something like a good worldly person ( prthagjana) practicing the three siksa (high 
morality, high thought, high wisdom) in view of the destruction of the impurities ( saiksa ). The expression saiksa 
prthagjanakalyanaka is time-honored (Divya, p. 419,1. 17; 429,1. 17). 

The Commentary of the Anguttara, I, p. 183,1. 8-10, has it that Kasyapa had been worldly (puthujjana) 
during the seven days that preceded his coming to arhathood ( sattadivasamattam puthujjano hutva atuthame arune ... 
arahattam papuni ). 

Judging from the Chinese versions, the assertion made here by Kasyapa was formulated differently in the 
Sanskrit Samyukta: 

T 99, k. 41, p. 303cl-2: As for myself, for eight days, it was by practicing ( siks-) the Dharma that I received 
alms-food; on the ninth day, I produced [the fruit] of asaiksa. 

T 100, k. 6, p. 418c 14-15: As for myself, for eight days, as saiksa, I obtained the [first] three fruits [: fruits of 
srotaapanna, sakrdagamin and anagamin], and on the ninth day, I destroyed all the impurities (asrava ) and became 
arhat. 

Compare Mahavastu, III, p. 53,1. 7-9: Sa khalv ahum, ayusmann Ananda, bhagavata imina ovadena ovaditto 
asthdham evabhusi saikso sakaraniyo navame yevajhdm aragaye. - And as for myself, O venerable Ananda, 
encouraged by this exhortation of the Blessed One, for eight days I was yet a saiksa having still something to be done, 
and, on the ninth day exactly, I attained perfect knowledge], 

- Here, in abridged form, is the rest of the CTvarasutta of the SaUmutta, II, p. 221. It is Kasyapa who is 

speaking: 

Then the Blessed One, going off the path, sat down at the foot of a tree. 

Then I folded into four and spread out my samghati made of pieces of cloth, and I said to the Blessed One: “May the 
Lord sit here; this will make me happy for a long time!” 
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Ananda first obtaind the fruit of srotaapanna, then after having served the Buddha for twenty-five years and 
after the Buddha’s parinirvana, he became arhat. 2S7 

Thus these arhats did not obtain the four [fruits] of the Path simultaneously. This is why the bodhisattva 
[here] wishes that innumerable sravakas beome arhats in a single session ( ekdsanika) in the course of a 
single sermon of the Dharma. <2335> 


Sixteenth Section LEADING INNUMERABLE BODHISATTVAS TO 
THE STATE OF AVAIVARTIKA BY MEANS OF A SINGLE 
SERMON 


Sutra (cf.Pancavimsati, p. 34, 1. 4-5; Satasahasrika, p. 113, 1. 16-17). - “May I have an immense 
incalculable samgha of bodhisattva-mahasattvas and, in the course of a single sermon of the Dharma, may 
innumerable incalculable bodhisattvas become non-regressing” (‘ Kim iti me ‘prameyo ‘samkhyeyo 
bodhisattvdnam mahasattvanam samgho bhaved ekadharmadesanayd caprameya asamkhyeya bodhisattva 
avaivartikd bhaveyur’ iti). 


Sastra. - 


The Blessed One sat down on the indicated seat and said to me: “Your samghati made of pieces of cloth, O 
Kasyapa, is soft.” - “May the lord accept my samghati out of pity for me!” 

“Will you wear, O Kasyapa, my worn out rags?” - “Yes, I will wear them. Lord.” 

Then I gave to the Blessed One my samghati made of pieces of cloth and I received in return the rags of 
hempen cloth, so worn-out, of the Blessed One. 

287 Anandasutta of the Samyutta, III, p. 105-106 (Samyukta, T 99, k. 10, p. 66a5-b5): At the Jetavana in SravastI, 
Ananda commented to his colleagues how useful ( navaka ) Puma Maitrayaniputra had been to them by teaching them 
that the notion of “I am” ( asmiti) comes from the five aggregates and by making them see that the latter are 
impermanent. Ananda ended his comment by saying: /dam ca pana me ayasmato punnassa Manatdniputtassa 
dhammadesanam sutva dhammo abhisameto. “When I had understood this teaching of the Dharma by venerable Puma 
Maitrayaniputra, the Dharma was understood by me.” The long-winded speech of the Samyukta (1. c.) is more accurate 
and more complete: “When I had heard this teaching, I obtained the perfectly pure dust-free and stainless eye of the 
Dharma ( virajo vigatamalam dharmacaksur visuddham ): since then, I have always preached this Dharma to the 
fourfold assembly, but I do not preach it to the anyatlrthikas, sramanas, brahmanas and parivrajakas.” This then is the 
first fruit of the Path, the fruit of srotaapanna which Ananda obtained at that time: see also the Commentaries of the 
Samyutta, II, p. 308,1. 24-25 and the Theragathas in Psalms of the Brethren, p. 349, etc. 

- Ananda was the Buddha's attendant ( upasthayaka) for the last twenty-five years of his life. To the 
references noted above, p. 94F, n. 1, and 1675F, n. 1, add Samghabeda, II, p. 59-64. 

- As we have seen above, p. 100F, Ananda realized arhathood after the 
Buddha’s parinirvana, at the time of the Council of Rajagrha. 
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This is what the bodhisattva wishes here. 


1) Most often the Buddhas have sravakas as samgha and do not have a special samgha of bodhisattvas, like 
Maitreya, ManjusrI, etc. Since the Buddha Sakyamuni did not have a special bodhisattva samgha, he 
entered into his sravaka samgha and sat there. 

There are buddhas who, preaching the Dharma in reference to the single Vehicle ( ekam yanam arabhya), 
choose for themselves an exclusively bodhisattva samgha. 

Finally, there are buddhas who have a mixed ( misra ) samgha where sravakas and bodhisattvas are mingled. 
Thus, in the buddhafield of Buddha Amita, the bodhisattva samgha is numerous and the sravaka sangha is 
fewer in number. 

This is why the bodhisattva wishes [here] “to have and immnse samgha of bodhisattvas.” 

2) When certain buddhas first turn the Wheel of the Dharma, it happens that nobody becomes ‘non¬ 
regressing’ [in the progress to supreme complete bodhi]. 

This is why the bodhisattva [here] wishes that “in the course of his first sermon of the Dharma, 
innumerable ( aprameya ) incalcukable ( asamkhyeya ) people become non-regressing.” 


Aparimitam ayuhpramanam 

Seventeenth Section OBTAINING THE IMMENSE LONGEVITY 
AND IMMENSE RADIANCE OF THE BUDDHAS 


Sutra (Pancavimsati, p. 34, 1. 9-10; Satasahasrika, p. 113, 1. 18-114, 1. 1). - The bodhisattva who wishes to 
obtain the limitless longevity and limitless radiance [of the Buddha] must practice the perfection of <2336> 
wisdom (Kim iti me ‘parimitam cdyuhpramdnam bhaved ity aparimita ca prabhdsampad bhaved iti 
prajndpdramitdyam siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - 

I. APPARENT LONGEVITY OF THE BUDDHAS 


The length of life (ayuhpramana) of the Buddhas is long, or short: 2 * 8 

288 Compare the Sanskrit Mahavadana, ed. Waldschmidt, p. 69-70 and its Chinese versions, T 1, k. 1, p. 2a4-8; T 2, k. 
1, p. 150b27-c5; T 4, p. 159cl 1-15: Vipasyin 80,000; Sikhin 70,000; Visvabhuj 60,000; Krakasuna 40,000; 
Kanakamuni 30,000; Kasyapa 20,000; Sakyamuni 100. - Pali Mahapadana in Dlgha, II, p. 3-4: Vipassi 80,000; Sikhi 
70,000; Vessabhu 60,000; Konagamana 30,000; Kassapa 20,000; Gotama 100. 

See also above, p. 269F, 299-300F. 


1937 



Pi-p’o-che (Vipasyin), 84,000 years. 

Kiu-leou-souan-t ’o (Krakasunda), 60,000 years. 

Kia-na-k’ie-meou-ni (Kanakamuni), 30,000 years. 

Kia-cho (Kasyapa), 20,000 years. 

Che-kia-wen (Sakyamuni) a little more than 100 years. 

Mi-Id (Maitreya), 84,000 years. 289 

The ordinary radiance ( prabha) of Buddha Sakyamuni is one armspan (vyama); that of Maitreya, ten lis. 290 

II. REAL LONGEVITY OE THE BUDDHAS 


The life-span (dyuhpramdna) and radiance (prabha) of the buddhas are each of two kinds: i) hidden 
(tiraskrta), ii) apparent (dviskrta ). [Those that are hidden] are real (bhuta); [those that are apparent] are 
manifested for the benefit of beings. 

The real life-span is limitless ( aparimita ); the apparent life-span is limited amd measured for the benefit of 
beings. 

The real life-span of the buddhas cannot be short (alpa). Why? Because the buddhas are endowed with 
causes and conditions that lead to a long life ( dirghdyuhsamvartamya ). 

[Bako brahma sutta.] 29 - Thus, for having once ( purvanivase ) saved the life of some villagers, P’o-k’ie-fan 
(Bakabrahma) obtained an immense ( aprameya ) incalculable ( asamkhyeya ) lifespan. <2338> 

289 Cf. Madhyama, T 26, k. 13, p. 510b8; Divyavadana, p. 66,1. 21-22. 

~ 90 Vyamaprabha of Sakyamuni, above, p. 277F, 454-455F. - Mahadyuti of Maitreya, in Maitreyavyakarana, ed. Levi, 
p. 136, v. 47. 

291 Bako brahma sutta of the Samyutta, I, p. 142-144; Samyukta, T 99, no. 1195, k. 44, p. 324b3-cl6; T 100, no. 108, 
k. 6, p. 412b7-cl8; Sanskrit fragments in Mahakarmavibhanga, ed. Levi, p. 34,1. 8-35,1. 14. 

In Sanskrit the sutra is entitled Bakapratyekabrahmasutra. The interlocutor of the Buddha is Bakabrahma, 
also called (in T 99) Bakabrahmadeva. 

This sutra consists of two parts, one part in prose (which occurs in Majjhima, I, p. 326) and one part in 

stanzas. 

The following is a summary of the Pali recension: 

At that time the Blessed One was at Savatthi, in the Jeta forest in the garden of Anathapindika. At that time, 
Bakabrahma conceived a wrong view. He said: “Our realm is permanent ( nicca ), solid (dhuva), eternal (sassata), 
definitive ( kevala ), not subject to disappearing (acavanadhamma). It is not born, it does not live, does not die, does not 
disappear and is not reborn; apart from it, there is no exit [from samsara].” 

The Blessed One read his mind and in the time it takes for a strong man to extend his folded arm or to fold 
his extended ann, he disappeared from the Jetavana and appeared in the Brahmaloka. 
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Seeing the Blessed One coming from afar, Bakabrahma said to him: “Come, O Lord, be welcome; it has 
taken a long time for you to come here.” 

The Blessed One said to Baka: “You are wrong, O Baka; you are truly in error in claiming that your realm is 
pennanent, etc.” 

Baka - We are seventy-two, O Gotama, who have accomplished meritorious actions. We are sovereign 
beings ( vasavattin ) who have gone beyond birth and death. Our ultimate rebirth as Brahma comes from the Vedas. 
Many are the people who invoke us. 

The Blessed One - Brief and not long is your life that you consider to be long. I myself know, O Brahma, that 
your life-span will be a hundred thousand nirabhuda. 

Baka - Blessed One, if you are the “Seer of eternity” who has triumphed over birth, old age and sorrow, tell 
me what have been my previous vows and my good practices, which I know. 

- Four jatakas describing the ups and downs of Baka during his earlier lives explain why, without being 
eternal, he now enjoys a long life. The jataka to which the Traite alludes here is first in the Chinese versions of the 
Samyukta, but second in the Pali Samyutta: 

1) Samyutta, I, p. 143,1. 24-27: 

Yam enikulasmim janam gahitam / 
amocayigayhakam niyyamdnam // 
tan-te puranam vatasilavattam / 
suttappabuddho va anusardmi // 

On the banks of the Enl (= the Ganges), you freed a crowd who had been seized, captured and led away. This 
vow and this good action that once were yours, I remember them like someone who wakes up from a dream. 

2) Mahakarmavibhanga, p. 34,1. 14-35,1. 6: 

Yd enikule janatdm grhitam. 

Eninama nadi/yasya anukule raja kascid grhitah pratamitrena Himavantam anupravisya / sa myamana eva 
vadhyam prdptah sabalavahanah / tena rsibhutena rddhya vatavarsam muktam / sa copdyena pratyamitrajanakayo 
vibhrdmitah sa raja moksitah / 

tat te dvitTyam vratasilavrttam / 
svapnad vibuddho ‘nusmardmi // 
sa ca raja Bodhisattvo babhuva // 

On the banks of the Enl the prisoner crowd .... 

The Enl is a river. On its banks, a certain king was seized by his enemy who took him away to the Elimavat. 
This king taken by force with his anny and his chariots wa abojut to be put to death. [Baka] who was then a hermit 
magically unleashed the wind and the rain. By this trick, the enemy annies were dispersed and the king was saved. This 
king was none other than the future Buddha [in an earlier existence], 

3) Samyukta, T 99, k. 44, p. 324cl-4. 

Once the inhabitants of a village (grdmaka) were captured and robbed by thieves ( caura ); but then you saved 
them all and they found freedom. On your part, this was a vow and a good action ( vratasilavrtta ). As for myself, I 
remember this story ( nidana ) as if I had come out of a dream ( suptaprabuddha iva). 

4) Samyukta, T 100, k. 6, p. 412cl-4: 
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In the world of the Brahma gods ( brahmaloka ), the life-span does not surpass a half kalpa; 292 and this 
brahmadeva [Baka] is alone in having an immense longevity. Thus he conceived a wrong view <2339> 
(mithyadrsti) and said: “I alone am eternally subsistent ( nityastha ).” 

The Buddha went to him and, to destroy this wrong view, told him a jataka [from which it emerges] that 
Bakabrahma is enjoying such a long life for having formerly saved a village. 

All the more reason that the life of the Buddha should be long, the Buddha who, from lifetime to lifetime, 
has saved innumerable incalculable beings, either by helping them with material goods ( dmisadravya ) or by 
exchanging his life for theirs. Then why should not his lifespan surpass one hundred years? 

Furthermore, the discipline of abstaining from taking life ( pranatipataprativirati ) is the karmic cause and 
condition leading to a long life (, dirghdyuhsamvartanfya ). In his great loving-kindness ( mahdmaitn ), the 
Buddha has an affection (preman ) for beings which penetrates to the marrow of the bones ( asthimajjan ). 
He is constantly dying for beings: why then would he destroy life? 

Answer. - Jambudvlpa being bad, the life of the Buddha there must be short. In other places that are good, 
the life of the Buddha would be long. 

Question. - If that is so, the Bodhisattva who is born in the palace <2340> of king Suddhodana in this 
Jambudvlpa, who leaves home ( abhiniskrdmati ) and who realizes enlightenment (, abhisambudhyate ) is the 


Once there were thieves ( caura ) who looted and damaged a village (grama), oppressed and tied up the 
inhabitants and escaped with great spoils. At the time, you manifested great bravery, saved all the people and as a 
result, they suffered no damage. 

It is to this jataka that the Traite is alluding here. It is told in foil in the Commentary of the Samyutta, I, p. 
210-211, of which here is the translation: 

Another time, the penitent [Baka] built himself a hut of leaves at the edge of the Ganges near a forest village. 
Brigands descended on this village one day and went away carrying with them the furniture, the livestock and the 
slaves. The oxen, the dogs and the people uttered great shouts. The penitent heard them; he wondered what it was, 
understood that a danger menaced the people and declared that, if he were alive, these beings would not perish. He 
entered into dhyana based upon the superknowledges, then, emerging from it, he created an army facing the brigands 
by means of a mind of abhijna. Blue with fear, the brigands thought that the king was certainly coming to attack them 
and, putting down their spoils, they took flight. The penitent ordered each person to take back his own property and that 
was so. 

- Before taking rebirth in the Brahmaloka, Baka was a Buddhist monastic. It is said in the Tsa pao tsang king, 
T 203, k. 3, p. 461al3-15: There was an ayusmat earned P’o-k’ie (Baka). Venerable Sariputra and Maudgalyayana 
taught him the contents of the Dharma (dharmoddana) and he became anagamin. After death, he was reborn among the 
Brahmadevas and had the name P ’o-k ’ie-fan (Bakabrahma). When Kokalika, a disciple of Devadatta, accused Sariputra 
and Maudgalyayana of misconduct, Bakabrahma came down from the Brahma heaven to defend his fonner teachers 
(see above, p. 807-809F) 

292 The Brahma gods occupying the first dhyana include three categories: the Brahmakayikas, the Brahmapurohitas 
and the Mahabrahmas. For their size and their lifespan, see HBbBgirin, p. 115a s.v. Bon. For the reasons just explained, 
Bakabrahma was assured of an exceptionally long lifespan, but not eternal. 
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real Buddha; and in other places, by his magical power (rddhibala), he creates by emanation ( nirmite) 
fictive buddhas who save beings. 

Answer. - That is not correct. Why? Because, in the JambudvTpa of the other universes, each one says to 
himself: “The Buddha here is the real Buddha; the Buddhas elsewhere are the fictive ( nirmite ) Buddhas.” 
How do we know that? In the JambudvTpas of the other universes, if they know that the Buddha is fictive, 
they would not accept his teachings ( sdsana ) or his rules ( siksdpada ) with faith. 

Let us take a strange universe where the human life-span (dyuhpramdna ) is a kalpa; for these people, a 
buddha of one hundred years would not even have lived for a single one of their days; the people would 
merely scorn him ( avamdna ) and would not accept his teaching. The Buddha transforms the kalpa which 
these beings hold as real as he pleases. 

[Suramgamasamddhisutra.] 2 - This is what is said in the Cheou-leng-yen-king (Suramgamasutra): The 
life of the Buddha Chen-t’ong-pien-tchao (Vikurvanavairocana) is 700,000 incalculable periods 
(i asamkhyeyakalpa ). The Buddha [Sakyamuni] said to ManjusrT: “That buddha is myself’, and the Buddha 
[Vairocana] in turn said: “The Buddha Sakyamuni is myself.” 

From that we know that the life-span (dyuhpramdna) of the buddhas is [312b] truly limitless ( aparimita ). 
In order to save beings, the Buddhas manifest a long life (dfrgha) or a short life (alpa) [according to the 
circumstances]. As you said above (p. 2339F), the Buddha Sakyamuni who saves beings by his magical 
power (rddhibala) does not have an [apparent] life-span different from that of people; there is no need for 
him to live for a hundred years: in one single day he could perform his buddha activity ( buddhakdrya ). 

[ Miracle of the multiplication of fictive Buddhas.] 294 - Thus, one day Ananda had the following thought: 
The bhagavat Jan-teng (DIpamkara), the buddha Yi-ts’ie-cheng (Visvabhu) and the buddha Pi-p’o-che 
(Vipasyin) appeared during favorable ages; their life-spans (dyuhpramdna) were very long and they were 
able to till I til their buddha activity ( buddhakdiya ). My Buddha Sakyamuni has appeared in a bad age 
(kalpakasdya) and his life-span will be very short. Soon there will be no more Bhagavat and he will not be 
able to complete fully ( paripr-) his buddha activity. 

At that very moment, the Bhagavat entered into the concentration of the rising sun (suryadayasamadhi) and 
created innumerable buddhas, as many as the rays ( rasmi ) of the sun spreading in the ten directions, by 
emanation ( nirmdna) from his body. Each of these fictive buddhas ( nirmitabuddha ) was in the universes 
and each one there fulfilled his buddha activity: some preached the Dharma, others manifested the 
superknowledges ( abhijnd), others were in samadhi, others took their meals: in these many ways, they did 
the work of the Buddha and saved beings. 

On emerging from this concentration, the Buddha asked Ananda: Did you see and hear all these things? - 
Ananda answerd: Yes, I saw them. 


293 Cf. Suramgamasamadhi, French transl., p. 267-270. 

294 See p. 531-535F, 1352-1353F. The Traite returns here for the third time to this sutra which I [Lamotte] have not 
been able to identify exactly. 
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The Buddha asked Ananda: Does the Buddha fulfill his buddha activity by such magical power 
(rddhibala )? - Ananda replied: Supposing that the Buddha lived only a single day, even the plants 
(trnakastha ) of the great earth would all be saved, and beings also; all the more reason when he lives for a 
hundred years. 

From that we know that the life-span of the buddhas is limitless ( aparimita ) but that, in order to save beings, 
they manifest either a long life or a short life. 

Thus, when the rising sun is reflected (pratibhdsate ) in a body of water, it is regulated ( anuvartate ) by the 
size of the body of water; if it is large, the reflection lasts for a long time; if it is small, the reflection quickly 
disappears. When the sun lights up a mountainof lapis-lazuli (vaidurya), crystal ( sphatika ) or pearl ( mani ), 
its reflection (pmtibimba ) lasts for a long time. When fire burns plants, if the latter are not numerous, it is 
quickly extinguished but if they are numerous, it lasts for a long time. On the pretext that there is no more 
fire in the place where it is extinguished, we cannot say that there were places where it burns for a long time. 

The interpretation is the same in regard to the dimensions of the Buddha’s radiance ( bitddhaprabhd). 
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CHAPTER LII: ELIMINATION OF THE TRIPLE POISON 


First Section ELIMINATING THE THREE POISONS 

Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 34, 1. 10-15; Satasahasrika,p.l 14, 1. 3-10). - The bodhisattva must practice the 
perfection of wisdom if he envisages the following: “When I have attained supreme complete 
enlightenment, may there be no desire, no hatred, no delusion in my buddha-field and may even the name 
of the triple poison be absent” and, “From then on, may all beings be endowed with wisdom so that they 
recognize: “Good is generosity! Good is discipline! Good is self-mastery! Good is continence! Good is 
non-violence toward living beings!” ( Bodhisattvena mahasattvaivam upaparfksamanena ‘kim iti me 
‘nuttaram samyaksambodhim abhisambuddhasya tatra buddhaksetre rdgadvesamohd na bhaveyus 
trivisasabdo ‘pi na bhaved iti, ‘kim iti sarvasattvd evamrupayd prajndya samanvdgatd bhaveyur yad evam 
janfran sddhu ddnam sddhu damah sdd.hu samyamah sddhu brahmacaryam sddhv avihimsa 
sarvapranibhutesv’ iti prajhdparamitdydm siksitavyam). 

Sdstra. - 
Trivisaksaya 

I. ELIMINATING THE THREE POISONS FROM THE KSETRA 


Question. - If the universe [in question here] is free of the three poisons ( trivisa ) as well as the name 
(sabda) of these poisons, why is the Buddha born there? 

Answer. - Desire ( rdga ), hatred ( dvesa ) and delusion ( moha ) are called the three roots of evil 
(i akusalamula ): 295 these are the dharmas that have the realm of desire ( kdmadhdtvavacara ) as their domain. 
When the Buddha speaks of desire, hatred and delusion, it is a question of [the roots of evil] belonging to 
the desire realm, but when <2344> he speaks of afflicted ignorance ( klistdvidyd), the latter penetrates all 
three realms. 296 

There are buddha-fields that contain only ( kevalam ) men of desire: for these beings the bodhisattva [here] 
wishes that, at the time when he becomes Buddha, “in his universe there will be neither the three poisons 
(trivisa) nor even the name of the three poisons (trivisasabdo). ” But there are also pure buddha-fields 
(parisuddhabuddhaksetra) that contain only non-regressing bodhisattvas (avaivartika) with body born from 

295 Dlgha, III, p. 214; Anguttara, I, p. 201: TTni akusalamulam. Lobho akusalamulam, doso akusalamulam, moho 
akusalamulam. 

~ 96 Afflicted ignorance (klistdvidyd) is present in the triple world: it is not moha, the root of evil but, more precisely, 
sammoha , confusion, in regard to the truths: cf. Kosa, V, p. 71. 
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the fundamental element ( dharmadhdtujakaya); they no longer have any passions (klesa) but retain only the 
traces ( vdsana ); 297 for them the bodhisattva wishes that “even the name of the triple poison will be absent in 
his universe.” 

Some say: When the bodhisattva formulates the vow to save all beings, beings are really not all saved. 
Similarly here, when he wishes that in his universe there would not be the name of the three poisons, it is 
clear that the three poisons will still be found there and will not be exhausted. Indeed, if there were no more 
triple poison, of what use would the Buddhas still be? If on earth there were no more great shadows ( tamas ) 
we would not need the light of the sun. As it is said in a sutra: 

[Abhavyasutra\. 29S - “If three dharmas did not exist, the Buddha <2345> would not be born into the world, 
and if these three dharmas are not destroyed, it would be impossible ( abhavya ) to escape old age, sickness 
and death. These three dharmas are the three poisons.” 

Finally, there are universes ( lokadhdtu ) where beings, analyzing dharmas, say: “This is good ( kusala ), that 
is not good ( akusala ); this is bondage ( bandhana ), that is deliverance ( moksa ), etc.; 299 and they indulge in 
futile chatter (prapanca ) about nirvana of unique nature (ekalaksana-nirvdna). This is why the bodhisattva 


197 As we have seen above, p. 1760F seq., the traces of the passions ( klesavasand) persist in the arhat and even in the 
avaivartika bodhisattvas of the eighth bhumi; only the Buddha has eliminated them. 

198 Abhavyasutra of the Nidanasamyukta, p. 204-210 (Chinese versions, T 99, no. 346, k. 14, p. 95cl7-06b24; T 99, 
no.760, k. 28, p. 199c27-200al3) and Abhabbo sutta of Anguttara, V, p. 144-149. - Comparative study in E. 
Waldschmidt, Identifizierung einer Handscrift des Nidanasamyukta aus den Turfan-Funden, ZDMG, 107 (1957), p. 
372-401; Sutra of the Nidanasamyukta , BSOAS, XX (1957), p. 569-579. 

Sanskrit: magadhesu nid anam / traya ime bhiksavo dharma samvidyante anista amandpd lokasya / katame 
trayah / tadyatha vyddhir .... abhavyo vyadhim jardm maranamprahatum / 

Pali: tayo bjhikkhave dhamma loke na samvijjeyyum na thatagato loke .... appahaya abhabbo jatimpahatum 
jaratn pahatum maranam pahatum / 

Transl. of the Sanskrit. - The story took place in Magadha. There are, O monks, three unpleasant, 
disagreeable and annoying things for the world. What are these three things? They are sickness, old age and death. If 
these three things, unpleasant, disagreeable and annoying to the world, did not exist, the Tathagatas, saints, fully and 
rightly enlightened, would not be bom in the world to throw light on the well-preached doctrine and discipline. But 
since the three things, unpleasant, disagreeable and annoying to the world, namely old age, sickness and death, do exist, 
the Tathagatas, saints, rightly and hilly enlightened, are born into the world to bring to light the well-preached doctrine 
and discipline. If one has not rejected three [other] things, one is incapable of avoiding sickness, old age and death. 
What are these three things? They are desire, hatred and delusion. If one has not rejected these three things, one is 
incapable of avoiding sickness, old age and death. 

- The Traite has twice already referred to this sutra: cf. p. 300F, n. 2; p. 543F, n. 1. 

299 On these dualistic conceptions formally condemned by the Madhyamaka, see chap. VIII of the Vimalakfrtinirdesa, 
French transl., p. 301-318; the distinction between bandhana and moksa is criticized, p. 306 at top of page. 
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hopes [here] that, in his universe, “beings do not produce the three poisons”, knowing full well that the true 
nature of the three poisons ( trivisadharmata) is nirvana. 300 <2346> 


II. ENDOWING THE KSETRA WITH A SPECIAL WISDOM 


Question. - [The bodhisattva hopes here that in his buddhaksetra] “all beings are endowed with such a 
wisdom that...” What is this wisdom ( prajnaft 

Answer. - This wisdom is the correct worldly view (laukiki samyagdrsti). In this correct worldly view, 
beings say: “There is generosity (asti danam), there is [fruit of ripening] of good or bad actions (asti 
sukrtaduskrtanam karmanam vipdkaphalam ), there is a world here below and a world beyond {asty ayam 
loko ‘sti paro lokah), there are arhats.” 301 Believing in the existence of good and bad actions, <2347>, they 
approve of generosity ( ddna ); believing in the existence of arhats, they approve of morality ( sila), they 
approve of concentration ( samadhi ), they approve of continence ( brahmacarya ). Having obtained the 


300 The three poisons, rdga, dvesa and moha are no longer to be rejected but rather to be taken, for they are themselves 
deliverances: Vimalakirtinirdesa, French transl., p. 156, 264, 274, 286, 289, 310. 

301 The distinction between mundane ( laukiki ) and supramundane ( lokottara) samyagdrsrti is canonical. Here the 
Traite reproduces almost literally the CattarTsakasutta of the Majjhima, III, p. 72,1. 4-20 (compare Samyukta, T 99, no. 
28, p. 203a21-b2). 

Sammaditthim p ’ aham, bhikkhave, dvayam vaddmi. Atthi, bhikkhave, sammdditthi sasava punnabhagiya 
upadhivepakka; atthi, bhikkhave, sammdditthi ariya ... pahhindriyampahhabalam dhammavicayasambojjhahgo 
sammdditthi maggahgd. 

Transl. -1 say, O monks, there are two kinds of right view. There is an impure right view contributing to 
merit and ending up in a rebirth; there is a noble supramundane pure right view, constituting a member of the Path. 

What is the impure right view, contributing to merit and leading to a rebirth? There is generosity, there is 
sacrifice, there is oblation, there is fruit of ripening of good or bad actions, there is a world down here and a world 
beyond, there are in the world monks and brahamanas of right progress and right conduct who, having realized this 
world and the other world by their own superknowledge, teach them, 

What is the noble pure supramundane right view, constituting a member of the path? In a man of noble mind, 
of pure mind who is in possession of the noble Path and cultivates the noble Path, it is the wisdom, the faculty of 
wisdom, the power of wisdom, the factor of enlightenment called discrimination of dharmas, the right view constituting 
a factor of the path. 

- In contrast to the heathen ( mithyadrstika ), the man with mundane right view respects the natural (or 
conventional law); he believes in the efficacy of rituals, in reward for good and punishment for evil, in the future life; 
he honors his parents and the deities; he venerates monks and brahamanas. But this right mundane view is impure 
(sasrava) because it rests on the belief in the self, in the atman, which is a false belief. Although it contributes to 
gaining merit ( punyabhagiya ) and leads to good rebirths in the higher destinies, it is incapable of putting an end to 
suffering and does not assure deliverance. On the other hand, the right supramundane view, not contaminated by belief 
in the self and which is a factor of the Path, is truly liberating. 
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power of right view (samyagdrsti), they approve of non-violence toward beings ( avihimsa 
sarvapranibhutesu). This mundane correct view {laukildsamyagdrsti) is the root (; mula ) of wisdom free of 
impurities ( andsravd prajnd). 

This is why the bodhisattva wishes here that the name of the three poisons is not found in his field. 

Desire ( rdga ) is of two kinds: bad desire ( mithydrdga ) and simple desire; hatred ( dvesa ) is of two kinds: 
bad hatred ( mithyddvesa ) and simple hatred; delusion (: moha ) is of two kinds: bad delusion ( mithydmoha) 
and simple delusion. 

Beings who are the victims of the three kinds of bad poisons ( mithyavisa ) are difficult to convert and save; 
those who are victims of the three kinds of simple poisons are easy to save. When the Prajnaparamitasutra 
speaks here of “eliminating the name of the three poisons”, it is a matter of eliminating the name of the 
three bad poisons. 

As for the five expressions: “Good is generosity! ( sadhu danam), etc.” 302 [used here by the sutra], see what 
has been said above (p. 504-506F) in the Fang-kouang chapter (Rasmipramoksa). 


Saddharmavipralopa 

Second Section PREVENTING THE DISAPPEARANCE OF THE 
HOLY DHARMA 


Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 34,1. 16-17; Satasahasrika, p. 114,1. 11-12). - The bodhisattva must practice the 
perfection of wisdom if he wishes that, after his parinirvana, there will be neither the disappearance of the 
Holy Dharma nor [313a] even the name of this disappearance (‘Kim iti me parinirvrtasya 
saddharmdntardhanam na bhaved antardhdnasabdo ‘pi na baved iti prajnapdramoitdydm siksitavyam). 


Sastra. - <2348> 

Question. - If even the Buddha who is the king of the Dharma must disappear, why should his Dharma not 
disappear? 

Answer. - As 1 have already said above, this was a wish ( pranidhana ) of the bodhisattva, but is not itself 
realizable. 


302 The series of approvals introduced by sadhu is a stock phrase, present in the Prajnaparamita sutras in the form of 
many variations: cf. Pancavimsatim p., 10,1. 7-8; 34,1. 14-15; Satasahasrika, p. 19,1. 7-8; 114,1. 8-9. The formula of 
Samghabheda, I, p. 73,1. 19-20 ( sadhu damah sadhu samyamah sadhv arthacaryah sadhu kusalacatyah sadhu 
kalyanacaryah) is almost the same as that of Mahavadanasutra, ed. E. Waldschmidt, p. 128, For the Pali wording, more 
developed, see DIgha, II, p. 28,1. 31-33. 


1946 



1) All conditioned dharmas ( samskrtadharma ) are the result of a complex of causes and conditions 
(hetupratyayasdmagrfsamutpanna); how then would they subsist eternally ( nityastha ) and not perish? 

The Buddha is like the full sun and the Dharma like the light that remains at the setting of the sun; why 
would this remaining light at sunset not disappear? It is only because the Dharma lasts for a long time and 
nobody sees it disappear that it is said not to disappear. 

2) Moreover, the bodhisattva [of whom the Prajnaparamitasutra is speaking here] sees that among the 
Dharmas preached by the Buddhas, some remain for a long time ( cirasthitika ) and others do not. Thus the 
Dharma of Buddha Kasyapa lasts seven days; the Dharma of Buddha Sakyamuni lasts for a thousand 
years. 303 This is why the bodhisattva makes the following wish: “Although my Dharma is conditioned 
( samskrta ), I wish that it will be prolonged and not disappear, like fire ( agni) that, on finding fuel 
(indhana ), continues uninterruptedly.” 

3) Moreover, the Dharma of the Buddhas is the true nature of dharmas {dharmanam dharmata). Now this 
true nature is without production (, anutpada ), without destruction ( anirodha ), without interruption 
(i anuccheda ), without permanence ( asdsvata ), without one-ness ( anekdrtha ), without multiplicity 
(i ananartha ), without coming (, anagama ), without going (, anirgama ),‘ 304 without grasping (, anupadana ), 
without agitation (dninjyd), without attachment ( asahga ), without support ( andsraya ), non-existent ( asat ), 
like nirvana. Dharmata being like that, how could it disappear ( antardhdna )? 

Question. - Dharmata being like that, all the buddhadharmas are necessarily without destruction 
{anirodha). 

Answer. - Defined in this way, the true nature of dharmas {dharmanam dharmata) is indestructible. 
Nevertheless, there are people who, out of false conceptualization ( samkalpa ), 305 grasp characteristics in 
things <2349> {dharmesu nimittdny udgrhnanti ) - characteristics of cessation, etc. {vindsddilaksana) - and 
resort to dualistic theories, believing in disappearances {antardhdna). But in the true nature of things 
{dharmanam dharmata) there is no disappearance. 

4) Finally by practicing the obstacle-free {andvaranadharma) prajnaparamita, the bodhisattva accumulates 
immense qualities {aprameyaguna) and, conforming to his original vow ( purvapranidhana ), his Holy 
Dharma continues [in time] and nobody sees it disappear. However, eveiything happens like the shooting 
of the bow and arrow: when the archer shoots an arrow up into the air, the arrow goes far and, even though 
nobody sees it disappear, it necessarily finally drops. 306 


Buddhanamasravana 

303 After Sakyamuni’s parinirvana, his Dhanna persists for a thousand years: the Dhanna properly called {saddharma, 
tcheng-fa) lasts 500 years and the counterfeit Dharma ( pratirupakadharma , siang-fa) for another 500 years. On the 
disappearance of the Holy Dharma of Sakyamuni, see details in Lamotte, Histoire de bouddhisme indien, p. 210-222. 

304 These are the eight ‘not’s’ of Nagarjuna: cf. p. 326F; 1638F, n.4. 

305 Here again Kumarajlva uses the characters yi-siang-fen-pie to translate samkalpa. 

306 An example already used above, p. 126IF. 
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Third Section BRINGING INNUMERABLE BEINGS TO 
ABHISAMBODHI BY HEARING THE NAME OF THE BUDDHAS 

PRELIMINARY NOTE 


This is the last wish formulated by the bodhisattva presented here by the Prajnaparamitasutra. 

This is a bodhisattva who has made the resolution ( cittotpdda ) to attain abhisambodhi some day and, by 
virtue of that, to become fully and completely enlightened. The sutra gives neither the name of this 
bodhisattva nor the name he will take once he becomes buddha. The bodhisattva formulates the following 
wish: “When I shall have attained abhisambodhi, may beings living in each of the ten directions in 
universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges also be settled into abhisambodhi as soon as they hear 
my name.” Only the hearing of the name ( ndmadheya ) is required; there is no question of meditation or of 
recollection ( anusmrti ) of the name or of vocal invocation. 

In order to realize this wish, the bodhisattva must “practice the perfection of wisdom” ( prajndpdramitdydm 
siksitavyam ), i.e., conceive it and practice it in the spirit of the prajnaparamita. 

From the point of view of relative truth, this wish is unrealizable. No buddha has ever saved all beings at 
one time, whether by the hearing of his name or by any other means. The proof of this is that in the 
innumerable universes distributed throughout the ten directions, buddhas have appeared, now appear, and 
will appear forever in order to save beings from old age, sickness and death. If the whole world had been 
saved once and for all, the appearance of buddhas would be useless. 

On the other hand, from the point of view of absolute truth, the wish formulated here by the bodhisattva is 
completely realizable; furthermore, it has already been realized. How does the bodhisattva practice it? By 
practicing the prajnaparamita. What is there to say? The answer is given to us by the sutra itself 
(Pancavimsati, p. 38,1. 16-39,1. 1; Satasahastika, p. 119,1. 18-120,1. 5): 

Tathd hi krtrimam ndma pratidharmam / te ca kalpitdh / dgantukena ndmadheyena vyavahnyante / tdni 
bodhisattvah prajndpdramitdydm caran sarvanamani <2350> na samanupasyaty asamanupasyan 
ndbhivisate / punar aparam Sdriputra bodhisattvah prajndpdramitdydm carann evam upapariksate 
ndmamdtram idam yaduta bodhisattva iti / ndmamdtram idam yaduta bodhi iti / ndmamdtram idam yaduta 
prajhdpdramiteti / ndmamdtram idam yaduta prajhdpdramidydm caiyeti / 

“Actually the name is fictive; it is an anti-dharma; the things [which it designates] are imaginary and 
expressed by a sound which is foreign to them. The bodhisattva engaged in the perfection of wisdom does 
not consider all these names and, not considering them, does not become attached to them. Furthermore, O 
Sariputra, the bodhisattva engaged in the perfection of wisdom determines this: bodhisattva is only a name, 
bodhi is only a name, buddha is only a name, prajnaparamita is only a name and the practice of 
prajnaparamita is only a name.” 
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That being so, the bodhisattva who wishes to lead all beings to abhisambodhi and buddhahood by the 
simple hearing of his name is the victim of an illusion, since beings, the buddha, abhisambodhi and the 
bodhisattva himself are purely imaginary. The prajnaparamita, itself only a name, is the absence of all 
illusion, or in other words, the destruction of wrong views. That is the truth! 

Empty of content though it may be and precisely because it is empty of content, the Truth is liberating: 
Veritas liberabit vos. It is omnipotent and there is no wish that it cannot realize, for the good reason that 
there is no wish to be realized. 

The buddhas and the great bodhisattvas of the tenth bhumi who have the Prajnaparamita as mother and the 
Dharmadhatu as body are mingled with the Truth and, like it, are all-powerful. 

The hearing of the name of the buddhas ( ndmadheyasravana ) naturally is followed by a reflection 
{manasikara), more or less prolonged, on these same buddhas, and this reflection is often followed by an 
oral invocation (dkranda), “Namo buddhaya”. 

The spiritual practice of buddhanusmrti commonly practiced by monks and lay people begins with a 
settling of the mind ( samddhi ) on the ten names ( adhivacana ) of the buddhas (cf. p. 124-144F; 1340- 
1342F): it is placed among the dharmas of the Path leading to nirvana. 

Pure Land Buddhism has been the subject of much research recently. The Japanese production has reached 
unimaginable proportions and H. Nakamura has reported on it in Survey of Mahdydna Buddhism, Journal of 
Intercultural Studies, no. 3, 1976, p. 112-120. The primordial aim of this religious movement has been to 
assure its adherents a rebirth in the paradise of the buddhas without, nevertheless, excluding access to 
complete perfect enlightenment at a much later date. The method proposed to realize these objectives is 
presented as being easy and the names of the buddhas plays a major role in it. In order to take rebirth in 
SukhavatJ, the Western Paradise, it is necessary first to hear the name of the Buddha Amitabha or 
Amitayus, but this is only a prior condition. Next, it is necessary - and this is essential - to dedicate to it a 
mind free of any distraction ( aviksipta ). Opinions differ on the length of this reflection ( manasikara ) or this 
commemoration (, anusmrti ): for some, one single thought ( ekacitta ), i.e., a single mind-moment, is enough; 
others say that it should continue for ten thoughts, for one day and one <2351> night, for ten days and ten 
nights, or even that it should be prolonged indefinitely. This commemoration sees its efficacy increase if it 
takes place at the moment of death (see above, p. 1534-1539F) and if the ascetic formulates the vow 
(pranidhana ) to be reborn in Sukhavatl. In return for this, the dying person will see, coming to him, the 
Buddha Amitabha surrounded by a samgha of bhiksus and bodhisattvas and, after his death, will accede to 
the Western Paradise. However, this favor will be denied to those who have committed the five sins of 
immediate retribution (anantarya) or who have rejected the Holy Dharma ( saddharmapratiksepa ): cf. the 
Small Sukhavatlvyuha, ed. U. Wogihara, p. 202, 1. 11-19; Large Sukhavatlvyuha, ed. A. Ashikaga, p. 13, 1. 
22-14,1. 8. 

The Amida soteriology is complex; in it, the hearing of the name and commemoration of the buddhas, the 
wish to be reborn in the Pure Land, the mind at death, the personal intervention of Amitabha, and the 
exclusion of the biggest wrong-doings occur in turn. The two Sukhavatlvyuhas, both in their original Indian 
form as well as in the numerous Chinese and Tibetan versions, have, in time, undergone important 
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revisions, mainly in regard to the number of vows formulated by the bodhisattva Dharmakara when he 
‘adorned’ his future buddha-field. This composite character in Amidism poses a mass of delicate questions 
the description of and often the solution to which may be found in K. Fujita, Genshi Jftdo Shisft na Kenkyu 
(Studies on Early Pure Land Buddhism), 1979. 

In the Chinese and Japanese extensions of Amidism, a growing importance is attached to the oral 
invocation of Amita. See P. Demieville, Sur la pensee unique, in BEFEO, XXIV, 1924, p. 231-246; G. 
Renondeau, Le Bouddhisme japonais, in Encyclopedic de la Pleiade, History of Religions, I, p. 1337-1340: 
the articles devoted to Amita in Encyclopedia of Buddhism of Ceylon, I, p. 434-463. - In the 10 th century, 
K13ya (903-972) traveled through Japan proclaiming the name of the Buddha of the West. Incessantly 
repeated according to Hfinen (1133-1212), piously pronounced only once according to Shinran (1173- 
1262), accompanied by dance according to Ippen (1239-1289), the nembutsu became, solely by the power 
of Amita and in the absence of any merit, the main if not the only means of salvation. The adept who 
pronounces it is assured of being reborn after death in the Western Paradise. The nembutsu works its effects 
ipso facto and infallibly, like a sacrament. 

The bodhisattva whom the Prajnaparamitasutra presents here formulates a wish both more simple and more 
ambitious, more simple in method - for it is a matter of only the hearing of the name ( namadheyasravana ) 
- and also more ambitious in method - for the goal is not to be reborn collectively in the Pure Land, but to 
establish all beings in the abhisambodhi of the buddhas. This goal is attained only in the perspective of the 
perfection of wisdom, the view of emptiness. 

Is the hearing of the name, like ‘the adoration of the Buddha Amita’ (Nan-wou-a-mi-t’o-fo, namo- 
amidabutsu) the only means of salvation, infallible and producing its effect immediately by the sole fact of 
being pronounced? Is it not, amongst many others, an adjuvant to bodhi, useful certainly, but not 
indispensable, the practice the success of which is not necessarily guaranteed and producing its result only 
after the event? 

The question arose for those who had access to sutras of tendencies as different as, on the one hand, the 
Prajnapamaramitas and, on the other hand, the Sukhavatlvyuhas. This was the case for the author of the 
Traite who, throughout <2352> his commentary, cites these texts abundantly. Forced to take a position, he 
refuses to recognize the unconditional value of a nembutsu in the hearing of the name. Here is what his 
reasoning will be: 

1) The hearing of the name is not the unique means of realizing abhisambodhi. The buddhas save beings by 
various means, the most common of which is preaching the Dharma ( dhannadesana ). But there are others: 
emitting rays, performing miracles, spreading perfumes, producing sounds, etc. 

2) None of these means is infallible, for the capacities and dispositions of beings to be converted must be 
taken into account. Thus, Sakyamuni who appeared in an impure land and at a bad age, increased his 
preaching but did not always convince his auditors. The inhabitants of Magadha criticized him and his 
cousin Devadatta accused him of charlatanism. 
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3) It is not enough to hear the word ‘buddha’ in order to obtain bodhi: in order to come to this final 
outcome, Sudatta and Saila had to receive in addition the admonitions and instructions of Sakyamuni. 

4) The hearing of the name and access to abhisambodhi are not mingled in one single moment of mind: at 
the best, the hearing will be the immediate antecedent ( anantarapratyaya ) to abhisambodhi. 

In conclusion, the hearing of the name does not act as a talisman or a magical formula; it is not the unique 
and infallible means to realize great enlightenment instantaneously. It may be compared to the slight 
cleavage that makes an already ripe fruit to fall, to the drop of water that makes a vase that is already full to 
overflow. 

Sutra (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 34, 1. 16-18; Satasahasrika, p. 114, 1. 14-16). - The bodhisattva must 
practice the perfection of wisdom if he envisages the following: “When I attain supreme complete 
enlightenment, may beings, in each of the ten directions in universes as numerous as the sands of the 
Ganges, be established as soon as they hear my name in supreme complete enlightenment” ( Bodhisattvena 
mahasattvenaivam upapariksamanena ‘him iti me ‘nuttaram samyaksambodhim abhisambuddhasya, saha 
sravanena me ndmadheyasya, ye dasasu diksu gangana-divdlukopamesu lokadhdtusu sattvds te niyatd 
bhaveyur anuttardydm samyaksambodhav’ itiprajndpdramitdyam siksitavyam ). 


Sastra. - 

I. THE TWO KINDS OF BUDDHA 


Question. - Some people are born in a time when one can meet a Buddha and when the Buddha’s Dharma 
is present; however, sometimes they fall into hell ( niraya ). This was the case for : 

T’i-p’o-ta (Devadatta), 307 <2353> 

Kiu-kia-li (Kokalika), 308 

Ho-to che-tseu (Hastaka Sakyaputra), 309 etc. 


307 Cf. p. 407F, note. 

308 The lies of Kokalika followed by his fall into hell have already been noted, p. 63F, and told in full, p. 806-813FF. 

309 Above, p. 693F, the Trciite has already mentioned a certain Ho-to (Hastaka) along with Devadatta. The former, I 
[Lamotte] think, perhaps wrongly, should be replaced by Udraka Ramaputra. The transcription Ho-to che-tseu which is 
found here shows that it is a question of Hastaka Sakyaputra (in Pali, Hatthaka Sakyaputta) distinct from many other 
Hastakas mentioned in the scriptures and particularly Hastaka Atavika whose story is told above, p. 562-565F. 

Hastaka Sakyaputra appears in the Vinayas in regard to the first Patayantika dealing with lying: Pali Vin, 

IV,p. 1-2 (cf. Comm, of the Dhammapada, III, p. 390-391); Mahlsasaka Vin.., T 1421. k. 5. p. 37bl2-37c6; 
Dharmaguptaka Vin., T 1428, K. 11, p. 634a6-634cl0; Sarvastivadin Vin., T 1435, k. 9, p. 63bl2-64a5. Here is the 
transl. of the latter source, the most detailed: 
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They fell into hell because the three bad dharmas <2354> ( akusaladharma) - raga, dvesa and moha] - 
covered their minds. But then how can the Prajnaparamitasutra say here that, in the absence of the Buddha, 
in universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges, it is enough to hear the name of a buddha 
( buddhandmadheyasravana ) to attain abhisambodhi? 

The Buddha was dwelling at Sravastl. At that time in southern India, there was a master in the art of debate; 
his belly was covered with sheets of copper and he wore a lamp on his head. He came to Sravastl and people asked him 
why he was [armor-clad] in such a way. He answered: “My wisdom is strong and I am afraid that my belly might 
burst.” He was also asked why he carried a lamp on his head and he replied that it was to light up the darkness. People 
said: “You foolish brahmana, the sun lights up the whole continent; why do you talk about darkness?” He answered: 
“Don’t you know there are two kinds of darkness? One is when the light of the sun and the moon are absent; the other 
is delusion (moha), when the light of wisdom ( prajna) is absent.” People said: “It is because you have not seen the 
bhiksu Ho-to che-tseu (Hastaka Sakyaputra) that you talk that way. If you had seen and heard him, the rising of the sun 
would be shadows and the night would be the sun-rise.” Then the inhabitants of the city begged the bhiksu Hastaka 
Sakyaputra to come and debate with the brahmana. Hastaka, hearing this invitation, became despondent but could do 
no other than to start out for the city. 

On the way, he saw two rams fighting. He took this as an omen and said to himself: “This ram is the 
brahmana, this other ram is me.” Seeing that the ram that represented himself was losing, he became more depressed. 
Following on his way, he saw two bulls fighting and said to himself: “This bull is the brahmana, the other bull is 
myself’; here again the bull that represented himself was losing. Continuing on his way, he saw two men fighting and 
he said to himself: “This man is the brahamana, that man is myself.” Again the man representing himself was the loser. 
About to enter the debate hall, he saw a woman carrying a pitcher of water, but the pitcher broke and the water spilled 
out. He thought: “I see bad omens: I cannot avoid defeat.” Nevertheless, unable to do anything else, he entered the 
house. There, on seeing the eyes and the face of the debate master, he understood that he would be vanquished, and his 
grief was extreme. He went to sit down and when it was announced that the debate could begin, he answered: “For the 
moment I am a little sick; wait until tomorrow.” Having said that, he went [to the Jetavana in SaravastI] where he had a 
place to live. In the last watch of the night (pastime yame), he left to go to Rajagrha. 

The next day, the inhabitants [of Sravastl] gathered together; they waited for Hastaka for a long time but he 
did not appear. The time having passed, they went to the Jetavana and began to look for him (anvesana). The bhiksus 
[in Jetavana] told them: “During the last watch of the night, Hastaka took his robe and his bowl (patracivaram adaya) 
and went away.” Hearing this, the citizens blamed Hastaka in many ways (anekaparyayena vigarhanti), saying: "How 
can a bhiksu lie thus?” One man told it to a second, the second to a third and so on, and so [Hastaka’s] bad name spread 
throughout the city. Then the bhiksus of little desire (alpeccha) who were simple (alpakrtya) and kept the precepts 
strictly (dhutavadiri) took their robe and bowl and entered the city to beg their food (pindaya). Hearing about the affair, 
they were displeased and after their meal they went to tell the details to the Buddha (fair etatprakkaranam bhagavato 
vistarenarocitam). 

Then, for this reason [and in this circumstance], the Buddha called the assembly of bhiksus together (atha 
bhagavdn etasmin niddna etasmin prakarane samgham samnipdtayati). He blamed [Hastaka] in many ways, saying: 
"How can a bhiksu lie in this way?” Having blamed him in many ways, he said to the bhiksus: “In view of ten 
advantages, I promulgate the following rule for bhiksus (dasdnusamsan pratitya bhiksunam siksapadam 
prajndpayisydmi) and from now on this rule must be worded thus (adyagrena caitac siksapadam uddestavyam ): If a 
bhiksu lies knowingly, he commits a patayantika (samprajdnamrsdvddat pdtayantikd). ” 
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Answer. - Above (p. 513F, 1805-1806F, 1818F, 1889F, 1907F, 1940F, 2238F, 231 IF, 2322F), 1 have 
already said that there are two kinds of Buddhas: i) the Buddha with the body born of the fundamental 
element ( dharmadhatujakaya ); [313b] ii) the Active Buddha ( nirmanabuddha ) who adapts himself to the 
sufferings of beings. In speaking of the dharmadhatujakaya Buddha, we say that it is enough to hear his 
name to find salvation; in speaking of the nirmdnakdya Buddha who is adapted to beings, we say that in 
accordance with their karmic cause and conditions, some beings, even though they are dwelling with this 
Buddha, fall into hell. 

There is no-one that this dharmadhdtukakdya buddha cannot save ( paritrana ), no wish (pranidhdna ) that 
he cannot fulfill ( paripurana ). Why? Because for innumerable ( aprameya ) incalculable (asamkhyeya) 
kalpas he has accumulated all the roots of good ( kusalamula ) and all the good qualities ( guna ). His 
omniscience ( sarvajhatd ) is unhindered ( andvarana ) and complete ( sampanna ). 

The devas and the great bodhisattvas rarely see it. Like the cintamani, it is hard ( durdrsa ) to see and hard to 
acquire ( durlabbha ) it, but those who do see it have their wishes fulfilled. - It is like the sudarsa(?) plant: 
those who see it escape from all their misfortunes. - It is like the cakravartin king: people who see him do 
not lack wealth ( dhana ). - It is like Sakradevendra: people who see him obtain <2355> all their desires 
(yatheccham). 1 - It is like Brahmadevaraja: beings who depend on him chase away all their fears ( bhaya ). 

People who commemorate ( anusmaranti ) the name of the bodhisattva Kouan-che-yin (Avalokitesvara) are 
freed from all danger; 311 all the more so if they commemorate the dharmadhatujakaya buddha. 

310 See Dhvajagrasulra cited above, p. 1335-1338F. 

311 The Traite is referring here to the Saddharmapundarrka, chap. XXIV, p. 438,1. 5-439,1. 2. The bodhisattva 
Aksayamati asks the Buddha the reasons why the bodhisattva Avalokitesvara is so named. The Buddha replies in these 
words: 

Iha kulaputra yavanti sattvakotinayutasatasahasraniyani duhkhdnipratyanubhavanti tani saced 
avalokitesvarasya bodhisattvasya mahasattvasya rtdmadheyam srnuyus te sarve tasmad duhkhaskandhatparimucyercin 
lye ca kulaputra sattva avalokitesvarasya bodhisattvasya mahasattvasya namadheyam dhdrayisyanti sacet te mahaty 
agniskandhe prapateyuh sarve te ‘valokitesvarasya bodhisattvasya mahasattvasya tejasa tasman mahato ‘gniskandhat 
parimucyeran /sacet punah kulaputra sattva nadibhir uhyamdna avalokitesvarasya bodhisattvasya 
mahdsattvasydkrcindam kuryuh sarvas ta nadyas tesdm sattvandm gadham dadyuh / 

Burnouf s translation. - O son of noble family, everything that exists in this world of hundreds of thousands 
of myriads of creatures that suffer pain, all these creatures have only to hear the name of the bodhisattva Avalokitesvara 
to be freed from this great mass of suffering. If those who happen to fall into a great mass of fire recall the name of this 
bodhisattva-mahasattva, they will be delivered from this great mass of fire by the splendor of the bodhisattva- 
mahasattva Avalokitesvara. If, O son of noble family, these beings happen to be carried away by the current of the 
rivers, if they invoke the bodhisattva-mahasattva Avalokitesvara, all the rivers will provide a ford for these beings 
immediately. 

- Aside from slight grammatical differences, such as parimucyeyuh in place of parimucyeran, the Gilgit 
version, ed. S. Watanabe, p. 304,1. 6-14, presents the same text. 

According to this passage faithfully rendered in Chinese by Dharmaraksa in 286AD (T 263, k. 10, p. 128c22- 
129a2) and by Kumarajlva in 406 (T 262, k. 7, p. 56c6-11), a distinction must be made between hearing the name 
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II. HEARING THE NAME OF THE BUDDHAS 


1. As a rule, Sakyamuni saves by his preaching 


Question. - The Buddha Sakyamuni also participates in the body bom of the fundamental element 
(i dharmadhatujakaya ) and is not <2356> different from [the other Buddhas]. Then, since he is present in the 
world, why are there still people who commit the five sins of immediate retribution (anantarya), starving 
people ( ksudhita ), thieves ( caura ) and other miserable people of the same kind? 

Answer. - The original pact {purvabhyupagama ) of the Buddha Sakyamuni was the following: “I came into 
a bad age and it is by teaching the Path ( mdrga ) that I wish to save beings: I did not come to provide them 
the happiness of this world ( laukikasukha ), riches and honors.” If this Buddha had wanted to use his powers 
to give them those things, there is nothing he could not have realized. 

Moreover, among people [in the bad age], the power of their merits (punyabala) is slight and the 
defilements of wrongdoings are heavy: this is why they do not find deliverance as they wish (yatheccham ). 

Moreover, the Buddha at present teaches only pure nirvana and nevertheless, people blame and criticize 
him: 

[Criticisms of the Magadhians]. 312 - They said: “Why does the Buddha <2357> make so many disciples 
and convert ( nayati ) the populace? That is bondage ( bandhana ) as well.” 


( namadheyasravana . wen-ming) which liberates from the mass of suffering, its memorization ( dharana . tch ’e ) which 
protects from fire, and its invocation by loud cries (akranda, tch ’eng) which saves from water. 

Here the Traite speaks only of those who ‘commemorate’ ( anusmaranti , nien) the name of Avalokitesvara. In 
the main meaning of the word, anusmrti is a mental act and not a vocal act. The Traite recognizes that those who 
commemorate the name of the great bodhisattva escape from dangers but, different from the Lotus, it does not say that 
they are liberated from the mass of suffering ( duhkhaskcmda ), a liberation which is none other than nirvana, vimukti. 
Rather, it notes that recourse to Avalokitesvara, profitable though it may be, is less efficacious than calling upon these 
depersonalized buddhas that are the dharmadhatujakaya. 

312 The numerous conversions carried out by the Buddha since his first sennons did not fail to provoke displeasure and 
criticisms: 

Pali Vin., I, p. 43: Tena kho pana samayena abhihhatd-abhihhdtd Magadhika kulaputtd bhagavati 
brahmacariyam caranti. manussa ujjhayanti khiyanti vipdcenti: aputtakataya patipanno samano Gotamo, vedhavyaya 
patipanno samcini Gotamo, kulupacchedaya pautipanno samano Gotamo. iddni anena jatilasahassam pabbdjitam, 
imani ca addhciteyydni paribbdjakasatdni Sahjaaydni pabbajitani, ime ca abhihhdtd-abhihhdtd Magadhika kulaputtd 
samane Gotamo brahmacariyam carantiti. api ’ssu bhikkhu disva imciya gdthdya codenti: 
dgato kho mahdsdmani Magadhanam Giribbajam / 
sabbe Sahjaye netvdna, kam su dcini nayisscititi // 
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When the Buddha converts just by preaching the Dharma, people already criticize him; what would they 
not say if he indiscriminately distributed the happiness of the world ( lokasukha )? 

[Criticisms of Devadatta]. 31 - Wanting to have the mark of the thousand-rayed wheel (sahasrara cakra) on 
the soles of his feet (pddatala ), Devadatta had an iron (ayas) mold made, had it heated and cauterized his 


Foucher’s translation. - At that time, many young people of good family in the land of Magadha embraced 
the religious life one after another under the direction of the Blessed One. The populace murmured and became angry: 
“The sramana Gautama aims to bring about the absence of children, to bring about widowhood, to bring about the 
extinction of the family. Fie has just ordained as monks the thousand anchorites (jatila ), then the two hundred and fifty 
monks of Sanjaya, and now many young people of noble family in Magadha one after another are embracing the 
religious life under the direction of the sramana Gautama.” And when these people saw the bhiksus, they wanted to 
quarrel with them with this stanza: 

“The great sramana has come 
To the capital of the land of Magadha; 

Flc has converted all the disciples of Sanjaya; 

Whom will he convert today?” 

- On the same subject, see also Catusparisad, p. 394 and Mahavastu, III, p. 90. 

313 Here the Traite gives a version augmented by an episode told by the Mulasarv. Vin.: Samghabheda, II, p. 165-165; 

T 1450, k. 18, p. 191c20-192a7: 

Punar api devadattah ajatasatroh katayati: tvam maya rajye pratisthdpitah: tvam api mam buddhatve 
pratisthdpaya iti; sa kathayati: bhagavatah cakrahkapadatalacihnata laksanam asti; tava tu cakrahkapadatalacihnata 
nati iti; sa kathayati: aham cakrahkapadatalacihnam abhinirvartaydmi iti; tena ayaskdra ahuya uktdh: saksyatha 
mama padatale cakrahkam kartum? iti; te kathayanti: atya <yadi> saknosi vedandm sodhum iti; sa kathayati: kuruta, 
saksydmi iti; te samlaksayanti: balavan esah; yady evam evahkyamah, sthdnam etad vidyate yatpdrsnipraharena 
asman jivitad vyaparopayisyati; iti taih kanthdm chidrayitva uktah: atya anena kanthachidrena padau pravesaya iti; 
tena kanthadhidrena padau pravesitau; ayaskdrir agnivarnam cakram krtva paddv ahkitau; sa duhkdm tivrdm khardm 
katukha, amandpdm vedandm vedayate; bhiksubhih kokalikahprstah: kutra devadattah? sa kathayati: amusmin 
pradese cakrdhkapddacihnatam abhinirartayati iti: bhiksavas tarn pradesam gatah; tail• asau sruto duhkhavedandrto 
vikrosan; te bhagavatsakasam upasankrantah. 

Transl. - Furthermore, Devadatta said to Ajatasatru: “I have established you in kingship; now in turn you 
establish me in buddhahood.” Ajatasatru answered: “The Blessed One has the sign of a wheel on the soles of his feet, 
you do not.”- Devadatta replied: “I will make one” and he called some ironworkers and asked them: “Can you make me 
the mark of a wheel on the soles of my feet?” The answered: “Yes, Lord, if you are able to withstand the pain.” - “Do it 
then”, said Devadatta, ”1 will withstand it.” 

The ironworkers commented as follows: “This man is strong; if we mark him in this way, it is possible that 
with one blow of his heel, he can take our lives.” And so, having made a hole in the wall, they said to Devadatta: 

“Lord, put your two feet through this hole in the wall.” This Devadatta did, and the ironworkers heated a wheel white- 
hot and marked his two feet. Devadatta felt the sharp, violent, biting, unpleasant feeling. 

The bhiksus asked Kokalika: “Where is Devadatta?” Kokalika answered: “In a certain place, he made the 
mark of the wheel on the soles of his feet.” The bhiksus went to that place and heard Devadatta who was howling with 
pain. The bhiksus went to the Blessed One. 
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feet withy it. Wounded by the cauterization, he was howling with pain. Ananda heard him, burst into tears 
and said to the Buddha: “My brother is going to die; may the Buddha save him out of pity!” 

The Buddha extended his hand and felt Devadatta’s body, uttering this oath of truth ( satyopayacana ): “If it 
is true that I consider Rahula and Devadatta equal [in my affection], may Devadatta’s suffering disappear.” 
Immediately Devadatta’s pain disappeared. Devadatta grasped the hand [extended to him], examined it and 
recognized that it was the hand of the Buddha. Then he made the following statement: “The son of 
Suddhodana assures his livelihood (jivitam kalpayati) by this medical trick.” 31 The Buddha said to 
Ananda: “Do you see Devadatta? How could he be saved when he nourishes such feelings?” [313c] 

- The people of the fortunate ages do not have such faults ( dosa ), but a being like Devadatta cannot be 
saved by the happiness of this world (, lokasukha ). All kinds of stories ( nidana ) on this subject have been 
told in full above (p. 868-878F). 

2. The Buddhas do not save solely by the hearing of their name 


Furthermore, the bodies of the Buddhas are innumerable ( aprameya ), incalculable (asamkhyeya) and 
dissimilar in aspect ( nanavidhakara ): 

1) There are Buddhas who, by preaching the Dharma ( dharmadesana ) to beings, make them obtain 
abhisambodhi. 

2) There are Buddhas who emit immense rays (, apramanarasmin <2359> pramo cay anti) and the beings 
who encounter them obtain abhisambodhi. 315 

314 Compare Samghabheda, II, p. 94: Tato Bhagavata gajabhujasadrsam bahum abhiprasarta grdhrakutam parvatam 
bhittva ... karatn devadattasya sthdpayitva satyopayacanam krtcun: yena satyena yathci rahulabhadre priye ekaputrake 
cittam amundnadhikam tathaiva devadatte tena satyena ruja samam gacched iti. satyopaydcanakalasamanantaram eva 
devadattasya ruja prasanta sa ... bhagavatahpanitn niriksate ... ; sa samlaksayati: sramanasya gautamansyapdnir iti 
... tathdpi buddhamahdtmyo-pasantarujah kathayati: sobhanam te siddhartha vaidyakam adhigatam; saksyasy anena 
jivikdm kalpayitum iti. 

Transl. - Then the Blessed One extended his arm like the trunk of an elephant, made it pass over Vulture 
Peak Mountain and placed his hand on Devadatta, uttering this oath of truth: “If it is true that I have exactly the same 
feelings towards Devadatta as I have for my dear only son Rahulabhadra, by virtue of this truth may the torment that 
Devadatta feels be pacified. “As soon as he had uttered these words of truth, Devadatta’s pain subsided. Devadatta 
examined the hand of the Blessed One and recognized it as that of the monk Gautama. Even though his torment had 
been pacified by the kindness of the Buddha, Devadatta said to him: “The medical skill, O Siddartha, that you have 
acquired is marvelous; you will be able to ensure your livelihood by it.” 

On the Buddha’s gesture of passing his hand across a wall or a rock face to cure Devadatta or to reassure 
Ananda frightened by a vulture, cf. Si-yu-ki, T 2087, k. 9, p. 92lb8-l 5; Fa hien tchouan, T 2085, p. 862c21-24; A. 
Foucher, AgbG, I, p. 497-499 and fig. 249. 

315 Seep. 456F. 


1956 



3) There are Buddhas who, by their superknowledge of magic (rddhyabhijna) and their miracles 
( prdtihdiya ) direct the minds of beings, and the latter obtain abhisambodhi. 

4) There are Buddhas who show only their form bodies ( rupakdya ) and beings obtain abhisambodhi. ’ 1 ' 1 

5) There are Buddhas who emit sweet perfumes from all their hair-pores ( romakupa ) and the beings who 
smell them obtain abhisambodhi. 1 ' 7 

6) There are Buddhas who, by giving food to beings, make them obtain abhisambodhi. 

7) There are Buddhas whom it is sufficient to commemorate ( anusmaranamatrena ) to obtain 
abhisambodhi. 

8) There are Buddhas who, by the sounds ( sabda ) made by plants ( trnakdstha ), do the work of the Buddhas 
(buddhakdiya) and lead beings to obtain abhisambodhi. 318 

9) There are Buddhas whose name people hear (ndmddheyam srnvanti ) and they thus obtain abhisambodhi. 
It is in regard to these Buddhas that the bodhisattva says here: When I become Buddha, may those who 
hear my name find the Way (uttdrana)." 19 

3. The hearing of the name alone is insufficient to produce abhisambodhi 


Moreover, the hearing of the name ( namadheyasravana ), by itself, is not enough to obtain abhisambodhi. 
After having heard the name <2360> [of the Buddhas], one practices the Path and only afterwards does one 
obtain the way ( uttdrana ). 

[Sudatta’s bodhi\. 320 - Thus the eminent ( sresthin) Siu-ta (Sudatta) first heard the name of the Buddha, 
rejoiced in his heart, went to the Buddha, heard the Dharma and thus obtained bodhi. 


316 Sakyamuni showed his tongue and his cryptorchidia to the brahmanas Ambattha, Brahmayu and Sela (cf. p. 275F, 
n. 1: 1667F) his chest and his annpits to the nirgrantha Satyaka (p. 1665-66F, and notes). 

317 When the buddha Amitabha, in the fonn of the bhiksu Dharmakara, carried out the bodhisattva practices, a lotus 
perfume came from all his pores of his skin and all kinds of food and drink flowed from the palms of his hands. Cf. 
Large Sukhavatl, ed. A. Ashikaga, p. 25-26: Tasya sarvaromakupebhya utpalaghandho vdti sma 
savdnnapdnakhddyabhojyalehyarasdbhinirhdrah sarvopabhogaparibhogdbhinirhdras ca panitalabhyam 
prasyandantahpradurbhavanti sma. 

31S In Amitabha’s paradise, the trees shaken by the wind produce articulated sounds, sweet and enchanting, which 
serve as predictions. Cf. Large Sukhavatl, p. 32: Vdtenapreritdndm ca vrksdndm valgumanojhdnirghoso niscaraty 
asecanako 'pratikulah sravanaya. 

31<) Fiere tou may be rendered by ‘safety’ but the translation ‘way’ or ‘passage’ is less compromising. The character tou 
serves to translate the Sanskrit words pdramitd and uttdrana: cf. G. M. Nagao, Index to the Sutrdlamkdra, II, p. 234a. 
320 Sudatta, better known by he name of Anathapindada (in Pali, Anathapindika), heard a friend pronounce the word 
‘buddha’ three times, but that was not the reason that determined his conversion. He attained, not the bodhi of the 
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[Saila’s bodhi]. 321 - Also, the brahmana Che-yi-lo (Saila) <2361> first heard the name of ‘Buddha’ at the 
home of the jatila-brahmacarin Ki-ni-ye (Keniya); his mind was overjoyed; he went straight to the Buddha; 
he heard the Dharma and obtained bodhi. <2362> 

arhats but the fruit of srotaapanna, when, on the next day, the Buddha gave him the graded instructions meant for lay 
people. 

On the conversion of this famous individual, see the Sudatta sutta in Samyutta, I, p. 21-212, and the 
Samyuktagamas, T 99, no. 592, k. 22, p. 157bl8-158b23; T 100, no. 186, k. 9, p. 440b2-441a26; the Pali Vin., II, p. 
154-157; the Mahlsasaka Vin., T 1421, k. 25, p. 166b9-167b4; the Dharmaguptaka Vin., T 1428, k. 50, p. 938b20- 
939a27; the Sarv. Vin., T 1435, k. 34, p. 243c20- 244bl5; the Miilasarv. Vin., Samghabheda, ed. Gnoli, I, p. 166-170, 
and Sayanavastu, ed. R. Gnoli, p. 14-18. 

Having come to Rajagrha on business, Sudatta went to his brother-in-law Rajagrhaka and found him in the 
midst of preparing a fine banquet. He asked if he was celebrating a wedding or of he was getting ready to receive king 
Bimbisara. His brother-in-law replied with these words: “I am not celebrating a wedding and I am not receiving king 
Bimbisara; however, I am preparing a big sacrifice because tomorrow I have invited the samgha with the Buddha at its 
head (api ca me mahayannopaccupatthito, svatandya buddhcipamukho samgho nimantito).” 

“Did you say the Buddha?” asked Sudatta. “Yes, O householder, I did say the Buddha” ( buddho 'ti tvam 
gahcipati vadesiti. - buddo ‘t’ aham gahapati vaddmiti). This question was asked three times and three times the same 
answer was given. Then Sudatta ended: “The word ‘buddha’ is indeed rare in the world” ( ghoso pi kho eso dullabho 
lokasmin yad idatn buddho buddho ‘ti). 

But as the Traite comments here, Sudatta heard it three times but did not take immediate advantage of it. He 
wished to go immediately to the Buddha who was then in the SItavana near Rajagrha. Thinking that the time was 
inopportune, his brother-in-law advised him to wait until tomorrow. Sudatta was so impatient to meet the Teacher that 
he woke up three times during the night thinking that it was dawn. 

Finally the gates of the SItavana were opened and Sudatta saw the Buddha who was seated and who invited 
him to approach. Sudatta fell down at his feet. After exchanging salutations, the Teacher explained the graded teachings 
to him ( anupurvikcithd ): he spoke to him about generosity, morality and heaven; he explained the dangers of desire and 
the benefits of renunciation; he ended his sermon with the four noble truths. It was only then that the dust-free stainless 
eye of the Dharma arose in Sudatta ( virajam vitamalam dhammacakkhum udapadi): this is the expression dedicated to 
designate, not accession to abhisambodhi or even the bodhi of the arhats, hut simply the attainment of the first fruit of 
the religious life, the fruit of srotaapanna. 

It does not appear that in his lifetime Sudatta ever attained arhathood. Proof of this is that after he died he was 
reborn among the gods: the Anathapindika of the Samyutta, I, p. 51-56, speaks of a Sudatta devaputta (§ 6) and an 
Anathapindika devaputta (§ 10). 

Therefore, according to the canonical sutras, it is not sufficient to hear the word ‘buddha’ in order to be 
settled, by that very fact, in supreme complete enlightenment. 

321 The conversion of Saila (in Pali, Sela) is told, partially in the same words, by the Selasutta of the Suttanipata, p. 
102-112, and of the Majjhima, II, p. 146. - See also the Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 46, p. 798a25-799cl6. 

The jatila master Keniya was living at Apana, the capital of the Aiiguttarapas in the land of Aiiga. He was a 
staunch brahmanist but, coming to learn that the Buddha along with 1250 bhiksus was traveling in the area, he went to 
see him and invited him to lunch on the following day. According to his custom, the Buddha accepted by remaining 
silent and Keniya went home to prepare the reception with his friends and family. 
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These texts say only that [Sudatta and Saila] ‘heard the name’. The hearing of the name 
(ndmadheyasravana) is a cause and condition ( hetupratyaya ) for obtaining bodhi but is not bodhi. 


4. The hearing of the name and abhisambodhi are not simultaneous 322 


Keniya had as a friend in Apana the learned brahmana Sela who was a specialist in the Vedas and auxiliary 
sciences, an expert in interpreting physical signs and learned in mantras which he taught to 300 disciples. The same 
afternoon, as he was passing by his friend’s home and seeing him so busy, he asked what he was preparing for. Keniya 
answered: “The Buddha Bhagavat is in the neighborhood, in the Green Forest, and I have invited him and his samgha 
to have lunch with me.” 

The same dialogue occurred between Sela and Keniya as between Sudatta and his brother-in-law. "Did you 
say the Buddha?” asked Sela. “Yes, I did say the Buddha”, answered Keniya. And Sela cried: “The word ‘buddlia’ is 
indeed rare in the world.” 

Again this time, the fact of having heard three times the word ‘buddha’ had no more effect on Sela than it had 
had on Sudatta. Nevertheless, curious, Sela together with his 300 students went to the Green Forest and respectfully 
greeted the Buddha. Fie had plenty of time to discover the thirty-two marks of the Great Man on the body of the 
Blessed One, including those of the tongue and cryptorchidia (see above, p. 274-276F, 1667F). They knew that anyone 
bearing the thirty-two marks is destined to become a cakravartin king or a fully and completely enlightened Buddha. 
Wanting to be sure that he was indeed in the presence of a Buddha, Sela praised Sakyamuni, for he knew from the very 
old brahmanas that “if one praises them, those who are truly holy, fully and completely enlightened, will reveal 
themselves” (ye te bhavcinti arahanto sammasambuddha, te sake vanne bhannamane attanampdtukaronti). 

The pious stratagem worked and, approving of the praises which Sela made in stanzas ringing with piety, 
Sakyamuni firmly and simply admitted himself to be Sambuddha and, since he was addressing a brahmana, 
Brahmabhuta. 

Fully convinced, Sela and his disciples asked to be received into the order and on the spot they were given 
ordination. This was not yet bodhi, but they entered the Path. 

The next day, the Buddha and the samgha went to Keniya the jatila and took part in the banquet he had 
offered them. After the meal, the Buddha thanked his host and departed. Shortly afterward, Sela and his companions 
realized in this very life the supreme goal of the religious life and recognized that they had destroyed rebirth: Khind 
jati.... Thus there were on this earth some new arhats (annataro kho panayasma Sela apariso arahatam ahosi). 

Sudatta, as we have seen in the preceding note, had to be content with the fruit of srotaapanna. 

Does the fact of having heard the name of Buddha occur in the spiritual conquests? The sutras say nothing 
about it. In any way, if the hearing did have a result, it was not immediate. When the new arhats attained the bodhi of 
the sravakas, eight days had elapsed since the hearing of the name of Buddha and their taking refuge (yan tarn saranam 
dgamha ito atthami, cakkhumd; sattarattena Bhagavd dant’ amha tava sasane). 

322 The hearing of the name and the obtaining of abhisambodhi are not mingled in one and the same moment of mind 
(eka cittaksana) which, as we have seen above (p. 1983F, n. 1), is infinitesimal in duration. The hearing does not act in 
the manner of a magical spell instantaneously and infallibly producing its effect. 
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Question. - However, the Prajnaparamitasutra says here that one hears the name of the Buddha and that “at 
the same time” (saha sravanena ) one obtains abhisambodhi. It does not say that after having heard the 
name it is necessary to practice the Path in order to finally obtain abhisambodhi. 

Answer. - Here the expression “at the same time” (or simultaneously) does not mean ‘in one and the same 
mind-moment’ ( ekacittena ): it only means that there is no intermediary ( antara ) 323 [between hearing the 
name and abhisambodhi]: that is what the expression “at the same time” means. 

[Metta sutta ]. 32 - As the sutra says: “When the mind of loving-kindness ( maitricitta ) is cultivated, the 
seven members of sambodhi ( saptasambodhyanga ) are cultivated at the same time ( sahagata ).” 

Objection. - But the meditation of loving-kindness ( maitrisamadhi ) is impure ( sasrava ), for it has beings as 
object ( sattvdn dlambate ); how then could one cultivate, at the same time , the <2363> seven members of 
sambodhi ( saptasambodhyanga ) [which themselves are pure ( andsrava )]? 

Answer. - After loving-kindness has arisen, one cultivates the seven members of sambodhi. As there are no 
other dharmas [that are inserted between maitrl and the sambodhyangas], we say that they arise at the same 
time (sahagata). 

The expression ‘at the same time’ can have two meanings: i) it can designate strict simultaneity 
( samakdla ); it) it can designate posteriority in the long run, provided that no other dharma comes to be 
inserted between the two terms. Here, as it is a mind of maitrl and [without any other intermediary 
(antara)) a practice of the seven sambodhyanas, it is said that they arise at the same time . 

5. Causes other than the hearing of the name occurring in the obtaining of 
abhisambodhi 325 


323 Adopting the variant kien. 

324 Samyutta, V, p. 119,1. 3-5: Idha bhikkhave bhikkhu mettdsahagatam satisambojjhahgam bhaveti //la // 
mettasahagatam upekhasambojjhahgam bhaveti vivekanissitam viraganossitam nirodhanissitam vossaggaparinamim. - 
Here, O monks, the bhiksu [who cultivates maitrl], by that very fact cultivates the smrtisambodhyahga ‘going with 
maitrl’; he cultivates by that very fact the [dharmapravicayas, vlrya, prlti, prasrabdhi, samadhi] and upeksa- 
sambodhyanga ‘going with maitrl’, dependent upon separation, detachment, destruction, and having abandonment as 
goal. 

This sutra is cited in summary in Kosabhasya, p. 146,1. 12-14. One cannot take it as an argument to assume 
the absolute simultaneity of maitrl and the sambodhyangas. Indeed, maitrl marred by belief in the self is impure, 
whereas the seven satnbodhyangas depending on detachment from the world are pure, and the pure practices cannot co¬ 
exist with the impure practices. The truth is that the development of the satnbodhyangas follows the development of 
maitrl immediately and without intermediary (samanantara). 

Similarly, the obtaining of abhisatnbodhi follows the hearing of the name of the Buddhas 
(namadheyasravana) without intermediary, but is not mingled with it. 

325 The conquest of abhisatnbodhi comes about with the help of causes and conditions, the main ones being the merits 
acquired by the ascetic himself and - according to the Greater Vehicle - the grace of the Buddhas. By itself, the hearing 
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1) Furthermore, in some beings the merits {punya) are ripe (pakva ) and the fetters {samyojana) are slight 
(,tanu ); they will obtain abhisambodhi. If they hear the name of the Buddhas, they will obtain it at once. 

2) Moreover, it is by the power {prabhdva ) of the Buddhas that they hear and find the way (; uttarana ). 

Thus when an ulcer ( ganda ) is ripe and there is nobody to prick it, a very small cause is enough for the 
ulcer to break by itself. When a fruit ( phala ) is ripe [314a] and there is nobody to gather it, a small breeze 
is enough to make it fall by itself. A new piece of cotton cloth (kdrpdsa), white and clean, easily takes the 
dye ( ranga ). 326 In regard to men, the Prajnaparamitasutra says here that by hearing the name of the 
Buddhas they immediately obtain abhisambodhi. Another example: when a preta who has taken possession 
of a man hears the exorcism {mantra) of the hermit (rsi), he abandons his victim and flees. <2364> 

6. How is the name of the Buddhas spread? 


Question. - But who then spreads the name of the Buddhas beyond universes as numerous as the sands of 
the Ganges in a way that beings hear it? 

Answer. - 1) By his miraculous power (rddhibala), the Buddha emits innumerable rays ( rasmi ) from the 
pores of his skin (: romakupa ); on each of these rays there are precious lotuses {ratnamaya padma); on each 
of these lotuses there sits a Buddha, and each of these Buddhas saves beings by preaching the Holy Dharma 
{saddharma) and also by saying the name ( ndmadheya ) of the Buddhas; this is how the beings hear it. See 
what has been said above (p. 456F) in the chapter on Fang-kouang {Rasmipramoksa). 3 1 

2) Moreover, according to their earlier vows ( purvapranidhana ), the great bodhisattvas go to the places 
where the Dharma of the Buddhas does not exist and there they proclaim the name of the Buddhas, as has 
been said in the present chapter: this is how beings hear it. 

3) There are also people of great merit who hear the voice of the Buddhas coming from the sky: this was 
the case for the bodhisattva Sa-t’o-po-louen (Sadaprarudita). 328 

of the name would not be able to realize abhisambodhi; it is, nevertheless, the slight cleavage that makes the ripe fruit 
fall, the drop of water that makes the vase of merits overflow. 

326 Seyyathdpi ncima suddham vattham apagatakdlakam sammad eva tajanampatiganheyya : Digha, I, p. 110, 148; II, 
p. 43, 44: Majjhima, II, p. 145; Anguttara, IV, p. 186, 213. - Tadyathd suddham vastram apagatakddakam 
rajanopagam rangepraksiptam samyag eva ra“gam pratigrhnati: Catusparisad, p. 180, 233, 452, 454; Samghabheda, I, 
p. 142, 144: Divyavadana, p. 617. 

327 See also p. 1352-1353F. 

328 For Sadaprarudita, see above, p. 1353F and 1354F, n. While he was seeking the Prajnaparamita and was staying in 
a forest, he heard a voice coming from the sky {tena ... antanksdn nirghosah sruto ‘bhut) that said to him: “Go, O son 
of good family, to the east and there you will hear the Prajnaparamita”: cf. Astasahasrika, p. 927; Pancavimsati, T 223, 
k. 27, p. 416a-b; Satasahasrika, T 220, book VI, k. 398, p. 1059a26. 
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4) The name of the Buddhas is also heard through the intermediary of deities, through the sounds ( ghosa ) 
made by the trees or in dream ( svapna ). 329 

5) There are also Buddhas of inconceivable power ( acintyabala ) who come to proclaim or pronounce it. 

6) Finally, there are bodhisattvas who take the oath to save all beings. This is why they say [the following]: 
“When I attain abhisambodhi, may beings in universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges, as soon as 
they hear my name, all realize abhisambodhi.” But in order to do this, they must practice the perfection of 
wisdom. <2365> 


Samapti 

Conclusion 


Preliminary note. - In the course of chapters XLII to LII covering volumes IV and V of the present work, 
the bodhisattva presented by the Pancavimsati has formulated a series of sixty-two wishes ( pranidhana ). 
The latter are in accord with the twofold aim assigned to the bodhisattva at the moment when he produced 
the mind of enlightenment ( bodhicittotpdda ): realizing abhisambodhi, saving innumerable beings and by 
this fact, assuring his own benefit ( svartha ) and that of others ( parartha ). 

Most of these vows are realizable by current practices: thus a non-Buddhist can indeed conquer the first 
five abhijnas by judicious practice of the mental concentrations. Other vows are not realizable: it is 
impossible to bring all beings to abhisambodhi by merely making them hear the name of the Buddhas. 

The six virtues assigned to the bodhisattva (generosity, morality, patience, exertion, concentration and 
wisdom) are within the range of any person of good will but, since they are still sullied by errors and 
desires, they produce only worldly fruits and at best lead only to rebirths in the good destinies, among gods 
or humans. 

To be truly efficacious, these virtues must be practiced in the view of the Prajnaparamita which transforms 
the virtues into ‘perfections’ (pdramitd): thus, a gift is perfect when its author sees neither donor nor 
beneficiary nor thing given. It is the same for the other virtues: for a wisdom to be perfect it must have 
overturned the barriers separating the true from the false. Whether they appear to us to be realizable or not, 
all the vows of the bodhisattva are actually already realized if they are conceived in the perfection of 
wisdom. This Prajnaparamita, also called ‘knowledge of all the aspects’ ( sarvdkarajndna ), is the 
knowledge of the true nature ( dharmatd, dhannadhdtu) of things, whose ‘sole characteristic is the absence 
of characteristics’ ( ekalaksanam yaduta alaksanam). All beings ( sattva ), including the bodhisattvas and the 
buddhas, are empty of ‘me’ and ‘mine’ (dtmdtmvyasunyatd), all phenomena ( dharma ) are empty of inherent 
nature and specific nature and, consequently, without origination or cessation. The Prajnaparamita that sees 

329 In the Great Sukhavatl, ed. Ashikaga, mention is made of the pleasant voice ( valgumanojnanirgjosa ) of trees 
shaken by the wind (p. 32) and of beings who, by thinking even for a single moment of mind ( ekacittotpadena ) of the 
Tathagata Amitabha, see him in dreams ( svapnantaragata ) and are reborn in Sukhavatl (ibid, p. 43). 
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them thus does not see them; this wisdom is a non-wisdom. It itself is without inherent nature and 
character: it is the absence of wrong views. In this capacity, it holds the force of truth: “There is nothing 
that it does not penetrate, nothing that it does not realize” since there is nothing to penetrate, nothing to 
realize. In their body of truth ( dhannakdya ) or, using the words of the Traite, in their body born of the 
fundamental element ( dharmadhdtujakdya ), the Buddhas and great bodhisattvas who are the replica of it, 
are themselves also all-powerful. 

The non-seeing of beings and phenomena logically involves the destruction of all speech and all practice 
{sarvavddacaiyoccheda) and, even better, the non-functioning ( apravrtti ), the pacification ( upasama ) of 
the mind, which is none other than nirvana. But with the example of the Buddha, the bodhisattva is not only 
a great sage, he is also a great compassionate one ( mahdkdrunika ): “When the bodhisattva cultivates the 
Prajnaparamita, he sees that all dharmas are empty and that this emptiness itself is empty; from then on, he 
abolishes all seeing and acquires the Prajnaparamita free of obstacles. Then, by the power of <2366> his 
great compassion (mahdkaruna) and skillful means ( updya ), he returns [to samsara] to accomplish 
meritorious actions ( punyakarman ) and, as a result of these meritorious actions, there is no wish that he 
does not fulfill.” As Vimalaklrti says (French transl., p. 233), wisdom without skillful means is bondage 
(updyarahitd prajna bandhah), but wisdom associated with means is deliverance ( updyasahitd prajna 
moksah). The bodhisattva combines the two. 

The methods put into use by the bodhisattva must suit the dispositions and capacities of the beings to be 
converted and are, like the latter, innumerable. The most direct and most efficient method is samadhi which 
purifies and clarifies the mind. Especially to be recommended is the pratyutpannasamadhi which has been 
fully discussed above (p. 2273-75F). In contrast to prajna, it does not penetrate the true nature of things, but 
by fixing the mind on the Buddhas of the present, “it concentrates it in such a way that prajna is produced.” 

The large Perfection of Wisdom sutras dedicate a chapter to Prajna “Mother of the Buddhas” but remain 
silent on “the Father of the Buddhas”. The Traite repairs this omission by making the pratyutpannasamadhi 
the father of the Buddhas. The two parents are indispensable but, in the birth, the role of the mother is more 
painful and more meritorious than that of the father. 

A bird needs two wings to soar in space; samadhi and prajna are required to accede to bodhisattvaniyama 
(cf. p. 1797-98F) and to abhisambodhi. In the Mahayana they continue to hold the major place that they 
already occupied in the sravaka system as integral parts of the Path to nirvana. A canonical stock phrase 
(DIgha, II, p. 81, 84, 91; cf. Sanskrit Mahaparinirvana, p. 160, 228) emphasizes their importance: 

Sflaparibhdvito samadhi mahapphalo hoti mahanisamso, samadhiparibhahavita pa/ind mahapphald hoti 
mahdnisamsd, pannaparibhavitam cittam sammad eva dsavehi vimuccati. - Cultivated by slla, samadhi 
bears great fruits, brings great benefits. Cultivated by samadhi, prajna bears great fruits, brings great 
benefits; indeed, the mind cultivated by prajna is completely freed from impurities. [And the destruction of 
the impurities is nirvana]. 

Buddhism has evolved over the course of time but along the lines drawn by the Buddha at the beginning 
and without ever re-assessing its premises. 
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Question. - In the preceding chapters (chap. XLII - LII), the bodhisattva wants to acquire various qualities 
( guna ) and formulates the wish (pranidhdna ) for them. All these things are to be realized by a group of 
various practices (nandcaryasamagri); why then does the Prajnaparamita-sutra, [in place of detailing these 
practices], only recommend that he practice the prajnaparamita? 

Answer. - 1) The sutra in question is called Prajnaparamita and the Buddha wants to explain it. This is why 
he praises the prajnaparamita chapter by chapter ( parivarta ). 

2) Moreover, the prajnaparamita is the mother of the Buddhas ( buddhamatr). <2367> The task (yatna, 
srama ) of the mother is greater than that of the father. This is why the Buddha considers prajna as his 
mother, 330 <2369> and the Pratyutpannasamadhi as his father. This samadhi can only concentrate the 


330 A characteristic trait of the Prajiia literature is to present Prajnaparamita as ‘the Mother of the Buddhas’. This figure 
already appears in the mixed Sanskrit stanzas of the Ratnagunasamsaya, XII, v. 1 (ed. Yuyama, p. 49): 

Mataya putrci ‘bahu santi gildnikaya 
te sarvi durmanasa tatra prayujyayeyuh / 
em eva buddha pi dasaddisi lokadhdtau 
imu prajndpdramita mdtu samanvaharanti // 

“If a mother of many sons falls sick, all these sons are saddened and busy themselves around her to tend her. 
In the same way also, the Buddhas in universes of the ten directions busy themselves around the perfection of wisdom, 
their mother.” 

The medium and the large Prajnas dedicate a chapter to the Mother of the Buddhas, sometimes under the title 
of Lokasamdarsanaparivarta, sometimes under that of Buddhamdtr-parivarta: 

Astasah., ed. Wohihara, XII, p. 529: Lokasamdarsana. - T VII, no. 220, XII, p. 814b: Lokasamdarsana. 

Astadasadah.,T VII, no. 220, XV, p. 601c: Lokasamdarsana. 

Pancavimsatisah., T VIII, no. 223, XLVIII, p. 323a: Buddhamatr. - T VII, no. 220, XLVI, p. 224c: 
Buddhamatr. 

Satasah., T VI, no. 220; XLI, p. 552c: Buddhamatr. 

The following are some extracts of the Astasah., ed. Wogihara, p. 529 et seq.: Atha khalu Bhagavan punar 
apy ayusmantam Subhutim dmantrayate sma / tadyatheipi ncima Subhute strya bahavahputra bhdveyus .... pralujyate 
va / evam iyam Subhuteprajnaparamita tathagatanam .... asya lokaasya samdarsayatn / 

Transl. - Then the Blessed One said to venerable Subhuti: O Subhuti, it is like a woman who has many sons; 
if she falls sick, all her sons expend great effort to remove all danger of death from their mother. Why? Because, they 
say, we have been brought up by her; she has accomplished difficult tasks for us; for us she is the giver of life and the 
revealer of the Loka (taken here in the sense of ‘world’). Similarly, O Subhuti, the Tathagatas have the same regard for 
this Prajnaparamita. Why? Because she is the mother, the parent of the Tathagatas; for us she is the indicator of 
Omniscience and the revealer of the Loka (a designation here of the five skandhas). <2368> 

Subhuti. - How, O Blessed One, is the Prajnaparamita the revealer of this Loka for the Tathagatas, and what 
is this Loka mentioned here by the Tathagatas? 

The Blessed One. - What is called Loka here by the Tathagata is the five skandhas, namely, form, feeling, 
conception, formations and consciousness. 
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Subhuti. - How, O Blessed One, are the five skandhas designated here by the Prajnaparamita of the 
Tathagatas, or what is it that is designated by the Prajnaparamita? 

The Blessed One. - The five skandhas, as long as they are not broken or disintegrated, are designated here by 
the Prajnaparamita by the name of Loka. What does that say? They are designated as not breaking up and not 
disintegrating. Indeed, O Subhuti, since the five skandhas do not exist in inherent nature, they have emptiness as nature, 
and this very emptiness does not break up, does not disintegrate . Thus the Prajnaparamita of the Tathagatas is the 
revealer of the Loka [understood in this way]. And the signlessness, the wishlessness, the inactivity, the non-arising, the 
non-existing, the fundamental element, they also, do not break up, do not disintegrate. Therefore, O Subhuti, the 
Prajnaparamita of the Tathagatas is the revealer of the Loka [understood in this way], 

* 

Loving sons watch over their mother who has given birth to them and brought them up into the Loka; in the 
same way, the Buddhas consider their mother to be the Prajnaparamita from whom they derive and who reveals to them 
the Loka ( lokasamdarsayitri ). 

The word Loka, which means free space, the world, people, etc., is derived from the root loki, which means a 
light, a lamp ( loki bhasayatn diptau ca), to which are related the Latin lux, the Greek leukos, etc. 

In contrast, an imaginary etymology of ancient date derives Loka from the root luji or ruci, meaning to break 
into pieces or, in the passive, breaking up ( ruci bhahga). Thus in some Buddhist texts, Loka, meaning breakage, has 
become synonymous with skandha, the five psychophysical aggregates of existence: fonn, feeling, conception, 
fonnations and consciousness. 

In the Kosabhasya, ed. Pradhan, p. 5,1. 15-16, we read that the skandhas are also suffering ( duhkha ), origin 
(samudaya ), Loka, subjects of false views ( drsthana ) and existence ( bhava ). .. .’’They are Loka insofar as they break 
up” ( lujyata iti lokah). 

On this subject, Hlnayanists and Mahayanists are diametrically opposed. 

1) The former, with rigorous orthodoxy, believe that the skandhas break up. The Buddha has repeated again 
and again in the sutras: That which is impermanent ( anitya ), suffering (duhkha), subject to change 

( yiparinamadharman ) cannot be said to be ‘mine’, cannot be said to be ‘me’, (see references, p. 19197F). 

He also said: Yan tarn jatam bhutam samkhatam palokadharnrnarn tarn vata ma palujjiti, n ’etam thanarn 
vijjatv. It is impossible that everything that is bom, that has become, that is conditioned and subject to be broken, does 
not break up. Cf. Vin. II, p. 118, 144, 158, 163; Sanskrit Mahaparinirvana, p. 402, 408. 

He also said that the Loka. i.e., the skandhas, are called thus because it breaks up (Samyutta, IV, p. 52: 
Lujjatiti kho tasma Loko ti vuddati) and that this Loka (rupa, etc.) is an an empty Loka, empty of ‘me’ and ‘mine’ 
(Samyutta, IV, p. 54; Suhho loko ... attena va attaniyena va). 

In a word, starting from impermanence, the ‘breakage’ of the skandhas, the Hlnayanists arrived at their 
Emptiness (sunyata). 

2) On the other hand, the Mahayanists affirm that the skandhas are called Loka ‘‘inasmuch as they do not 
break up and do not disintegrate”. Not that these skandhas are eternal, far from it. These conditioned skandhas do not 
break up because they never existed, existing only in the imagination of fools. Without intrinsic nature, they have as 
nature emptiness (sunyata), and this emptiness, just like the other unconditioneds, animitta, apranihita, etc., does not 
exist at all. <2369> 

Also when the Prajnaparamita, the mother of the Buddhas, is presented as the ‘revealer of the Loka’ 

( lokasamdarsayitri ), it should be understood as the revealer of the true nature of the skandhas which is none other than 
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distracted mind ( viksiptacitta ) in such a way that prajna is produced, but it cannot see the true nature of 
things ( dharmdndm dharmata). The Prajnaparamita can see dharmas completely and discern their true 
nature; there is nothing that it cannot penetrate, nothing that it cannot realize; its qualities ( guna ) are so 
great that it is called mother. Also, although the yogin who cultivates the six perfections (paramita) and a 
group of many qualities is able to realize all his wishes, the Prajnaparamitasutra says only that “he must 
practice the prajnaparamita”. 

3) Furthermore, as will be said in a following chapter: “Without the Prajnaparamita, the other five 
paramitas are not called perfections”. 331 Even by [314b] cultivating all the practices ( caryd) one does not 
completely fulfill (paripr) the wishes: it is like colored drawings which, without glue ( gavyadrdha ), are not 
usable. If even in the course of beginningless ( anddikdlika-samsdra ) samsara, beings who cultivate 
generosity ( ddna ), morality ( sfla ), patience ( ksdnti ), exertion ( vuya ) dhyana and wisdom {prajna) obtain 
the mundane fruits of retribution {laukika vipdkaphala), these again will revert to nothing. Why? Because 
prajnaparamita is missing in them. But now, it is with the help of the Buddhas ( buddhopakdra ) and with 
prajnaparamita that these beings cultivate these six things [generosity, morality, etc.], and this is why these 

the absence of any nature. The expression lokasamdarsayitri is translated literally by Kumarajlva (T 223, p. 323b4): 
neng-che-che-kien ; Hiuan-tsang (T VII, no. 220, p. 224cl3) renders it by a periphrasis neng che che kien tchou fa che 
siang, which gives in Sanskrit, lokadharmatascimdarsayitrV revealer of the true nature of the Loka’. 

* 

Commenting on this passage, the Traite (T 1509, k. 69, p. 544al9-28) comments as follows: 

Question. - Other sutras [than those of the Prajnaparamita] say that the five skandhas are called ‘loka’ 
because they break up ( lujyante ) and disintegrate ( pralujyante ); Why then is it said here that the Prajnaparamita reveals 
(, scimdarsayati ) the non-breakage, non-disintegration, non-arising ( anutpada ), non-cessation ( anirodha ), etc., of the five 
skandhas? 

Answer. - The other sutras come under the Hinayana system whereas this one comes under the Mahayana 
system. The Hinayana speaks mainly about impermanence (anityata) and then about the emptiness of dharmas whereas 
the Mahayana speaks particularly about emptiness ( sunyata) of dharmas. The Hinayana speaks of impermanence so 
that beings fear samsara, but in the Mahayana, it is not like that, and that is why it speaks of non-breakage, non¬ 
disintegration, etc. Here the Buddha himself gives us the same reason: emptiness {sunyata), signlessness (animitta), 
wishlessness {apranihita) themselves “do not break up and do not disintegrate” (na lujyante va na pralujyante va), and 
the Prajnaparamita states that that indeed is the [true] nature of the loka [i.e., the skandhas], 

331 Tchao-ming p ’in, chapter XL of the Pancavimsati where it is said (T 223, k. 11, p. 302b24-302c3; T 220, book VII, 
k. 505, p. 576c23-577a3): O Kausika, the prajnaparamita of the bodhisattvas surpasses the dana-, slla-, ksanti-, vlrya- 
and dhyana-paramitas. Just as those blind from birth ( jatyandhapuursa ), be they a hundred, a thousand or a hundred 
thousand, cannot travel on the road or enter a city without a guide, so, O Kausika, the first five paramitas, if they are 
separated from the prajnaparamita, are like blind people without a guide, and cannot travel the Path or obtain 
omniscience. O Kausika, if the first five paramitas find the prajnaparamita as guide, then they really have an ‘eye’ and, 
guided by the prajnaparamita, they have the right to be called ‘perfections’. 

Compare Astasahasrika, p. 384: Yaddpunah Kausika dcinam silam ksdntir viryam dhydnam ca 
prajhdpdramitdparigrlutam bhavati taddparamitandmadheyam paramitasabdam labhate tadci hy asam 
caksuhpratilambho bhavati pane an dm pdramitdndm sarvajnatdmdrgdvatdraya sarvajnatdnupraptaye. 
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are called perfections (paramita) and bring about ( sadhayanti ) abhisambodhi so that the succession of the 
Buddhas ( buddhaprabandha ) will be uninterrupted ( asamucchinna ). 

4) Moreover, when the bodhisattva cultivates the prajnaparamita, he sees that all the dharmas are empty 
( sunya ) and that this emptiness itself is empty; from then on he abolishes all seeing ( darsana ) and obtains 
the unhindered ( anavarana ) prajnaparamita. Then, by the power of his great compassion (mahakaruna) and 
skillful means ( updya ), he comes back to accomplish meritorious actions ( punyakarman ) and because of 
these very pure actions ( parisuddhakarman ), there is no wish that he cannot fulfill. The other merits 
(i anyapunya ) which themselves lack prajnaparamita do not possess this unhindered prajnaparamita. How 
then could one say that in order to realize his wishes, it is enough for him to practice the virtue of 
generosity (ddnapdramitd), etc.? 

5) Finally, when the first five perfections - [generosity, morality, patience, exertion and dhyana] - are 
separated from wisdom ( prajnd ), they do not have the name of perfections (paramita). The first five 
perfections are like blind men (andha); the prajnaparamita is like seeing ( caksus ). The first five perfections 
are like an unbaked clay pot (aparipakva ghata); the prajnaparamita is like a baked clay pot (paripakva 
ghata ). 332 The first five <2371> perfections are like a bird (paksin ) without its two wings (paksa); the 
prajnaparamita is like a bird with its wings. 333 

For these many reasons, the Prajnaparamita is able to realize great things. This is why it is said that in order 
to acquire the qualities ( guna ) and [realize] one’s wishes ( pranidhdna ), it is necessary to practice the 
perfection of wisdom. <2373> 


332 The example of a baked clay pot and an unbaked clay pot, already used by the Traite, p. 1875F, is taken from the 
P ’i-yu p ’in (Aupamyaparivarta), chapter LI of the Pancavimsati (T 223, k. 15, p. 330a; T 220, book VII, k. 444, p. 
2141a-b. 

Compare Astasah., p. 586: Tadyathapi ncunci Subhute strivdpuruso va ‘paripakvena ghatenodaka parivcihed 
veditavyam etat Subhute nayatn ghatas ciram anuvartasyate .... Kasya hetoh /yathdpi nama suparipakvatvad ghatasya 

/ 

Transl. - Thus, O Subhuti, if a woman or a man takes water in an unbaked clay pot, you must know, O 
Subhuti, that this pot will not last long, that soon it will break and dissolve. Why? Because this pot has not undergone 
firing and so it will be reduced to a simple earthen residue. 

Thus, O Subhuti, if a woman or a man takes water in a well-baked pot, from a stream, a river, a pool, a well 
or any other reservoir of water, you must know that, when it is carried, the pot will arrive home in good condition and 
without being damaged. Why? Because this pot has been well fired. 

333 Example used above, p. 1930F. 
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CHAPTER XX (2 nd series): SETTING OUT ON THE 

MAHAYANA 


PRELIMINARY NOTE 


In Kumarajlva’s Chinese translation (T 223, k. 6, p. 256c-259c), Chapter XX of the Pancavimsatisahasrika 
is entitled Fa-ts’iu p’in (Samprastanaparivarta or ‘Setting out’ on the Mahayana) It corresponds to pages 
214, 1. 6 to 225, 1. 19 of the Sanskrit text edited by N. Dutt. Under the same title, it is commented on in 
Chapter XX (2 nd series) of the Traite (T 1509, k. 49-50, p. 409c-419c). Given its importance, it is essential 
to give its translation here. 

This chapter deals with the stages in the career of the bodhisattva, a complicated subject which has been the 
object of many studies for a long time. Although beginning to be out of date, the studies of L. de La Vallee 
Poussin are still instinctive: the article Bodhisattva in Hastings’ Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics, II, 
1909, p. 739-754; La carriere de Bodhisattva, appearing in his translation of the Vijnaptiatratasiddhi, II, 
1928, p. 721-742. Also very useful are the studies dedicated to the Abhisamayalamkara and the Prajna 
literature: E. Obermiller, The Doctrine of the Prajhdpdramitd as exposed in the Abhisalmaydlamkdra of 
Miatreya, Acta Orientalia, XI, 1932, p. 1-133; Analysis of the Abhisamayalamkara, Calcutta Oriental 
Series, no. 27, 1922-43, p. 149-179; E. Conze, Abhisamdlamkdra, Serie Orientale Roma VI, 1954; The 
Large Sutra on Perfect Wisdom, 1975, p. 163-178. 

The career of the bodhisattva occupies a place of choice in the enormous Japanese production centered on 
the Mahayana in particular: cf. H. Nakamura, A Survey of Mahayana Buddhism, Journal of Intercultural 
Studies, No. 3, 1976, p. 61, n. 1. In the pages that follow, I [Lamotte] will borrow many references to the 
works of R. Yamada, Daijfi Bukkyfi Seiritsuron Josetsu (An Introduction to the Development of Mahayana 
Buddhism), 1959; A. Hirakawa, Shoki Daijfi Bukkyfi no Kenkyu (Studies on early Mahayana), 1968, a work 
condensed by its author in an article entitled The Rise of Mahayana Buddhism, Memoirs of the Research 
Department of the Tfiyfi Bunko No. 22, 1963, p. 57-106. 

Over time, the stages of the career of the bodhisattva have been the object of numerous classifications. I 
[Lamotte] will mention only those of which the author of the Traite was aware or may have been aware, 
namely: 

1. the four stages or the four practices {caryd) belonging to the bodhisattvas, 

2. the ten grounds (bhumi) or the ten abodes ( vyavasthdna ) reserved for the bodhisattvas, 

3. the ten grounds shared ( sddhdranabhumi ) by adepts of the three Vehicles. 

I. THE FOUR BODHISATTVA STAGES OR PRACTICES 
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1. Four stages are to be traversed during which the bodhisattva becomes successively: <2374> 


1) Prathamacittotpadika (tch ’on fa yi ) or Mahayanasamprasthita (fa ts ’in ta tch ’eng): Bs. who produces 
the mind of Bodhi for the first time and sets out on the Greater Vehicle. 

2) Satparamitacaryapratipanna (hing pa lo mi): Bs. devoted the the practice of the six perfections. 

3) Avinivartanlya (pou t ’ouei tchouan or a wei yue tche): Bs. non-regressing up to bodhi. 

4) Ekajatipratibaddha (yi cheng pou tch ’ou or yi cheng so hi): Bs. separated by only one lifetime from 
buddhahood. 

This classification first appeared in the Astasahasrika, probably the oldest of the P.P. sutras; from there it 
passed into the large P.P. sutras (Astadasa, Pancavimsati, Sata) and was repeated with some supplementary 
explanations in some Mahayanasutras. 

Astasahasrika, ed. U. Wogihara, p. 831. - T VIII, no. 224, p. 465a24-25. -T VIII, no. 225, p. 501a3-10. - T 
VIII, no. 227,p. 575al9-21. - T VII, no. 220, p. 849a26-29; 914cl-4. - T VIII, no. 228, p. 650b2-7. 

Astadasa, T VII, no. 220, p. 666b9-12. Pancavimsati, T VIII, no. 221, p. 101c21-24. - T VIII, no. 223, p. 
358cl0-13. - T VII, no. 220, p. 302a6-10. 

Satasah., T VI, no. 220, p. 752c27-753a2. 

Mahasamnipata, T XIII, no. 397, p. 67a4-13. 

Wen chou che li wen p’ou sa chou king, T XIV, no. 458, p. 435b20-c4. 

Wen chou che li wen p’ou f i king, T XIV, no. 464, p. 482bl0-15. 

Gayaslrsa, T XIV, no. 465, p. 485a4-b8. - T XIV, no. 466, p. 487c26-488b4. - T XIV, no. 467, p. 490cl- 
491al3. 

The Traite has mentioned it above, p. 1795-98F. 


2. The four practices (caiyd) of the bodhisattva: 

1) Prakrticarya, the natural qualities and virtues of the Bs. 

2) Pranidhanacarya, the production of the mind of bodhi. 

3) Anulomacarya, conduct in conformity with vow. 

4) Anivartanacarya, assured and non-regressing conduct up to bodhi. 

These four bodhisasattvacaryas are proposed by the Mahavastu, a work derived from the branch of the 
Mahasamghikas called the Lokottaravadins of Madhyadesa. The practices concerned are listed in vol. I, p. 
1,1. 3-4; p. 46,1. 6-7; p. 63,1. 11-14 and in full detail, from p. 46,1. 8 to p. 63,1. 14. 
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This classification is different from and independent of the preceding one but, like it, is modeled on the 
scheme of the sravaka’s career, the adept of the Lesser Vehicle who, after being instructed by the Buddha 
and after a long period of effort, enters into the path pf nirvana, successively conquers the fruits of 
srotaapanna, sakrdagamin and anagamin and finally accedes to arhathood. There is, thus, a parallelism 
between the career of the sravaka and that of the bodhisattva, with the essential difference that the former 
pursues his own benefit ( svdrtha ) above all, whereas the latter assures both his own benefit and that of 
others (pardrtha). 


II. THE TEN BODHISATTVA GROUNDS OR ABODES 


Many are the Mahayana texts that arrange the bodhisattva career into ten grounds ( dasabhwni, sa bcu, che 
ti) or ten abodes ( dasavyavasthana, mam par dgod pa bcu, che tchou), but the names attributed the bhumis 
and the vyvasthanas vary according the schools. Five lists are to be taken into account: 

1. Ten bodhisattvabhumis, without names or explanations, according to the Mahayanist avadanas (pen 
yuan), 

Several texts limit themselves to mentioning the ten grounds: 

Karunapundarika, T III, no. 157, p. 195cl3. - T III, no. 158, p. 328M9-20. 

Ta tch’eng pen cheng sin ti kouan king, T III, no. 159, p. 298cl; 299a9; 305a26; 316c27; 320al9; 
324c3; 329b4. 

Sieou hing pen k’i king, T III, no. 184, p. 463a25. 

T’ai tseu jouei ying pen k’i king, T III, no. 185, p. 473bl2. 

Lalitavistara, T III, no. 187, p. 550b4. 

Kouo k’iu hien tsai yin kouo king, T III, no. 189, p. 623a24. 


2. Ten bodhisattvabhumis, not named but analyzed to a large extent according to the large P.P. sutras in the 
chapter on the Mahayanasamprasthana. 

This chapter consists of two parts: the first part enumerates the ten bhumis and, for each of them, indicates 
the things to be practiced and the things to be avoided; the second part repeats all of these things and 
comments on them. Nothing leads one to suspect that the commentary is a later addition. 

The chapter belongs solely to the Prajna literature. It does not appear in the Astasahasrika but does appear 
in all the large P.P. sutras. 

Astadasa, T VII, no. 220, p. 490b2-497bl9. 
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Pancavimsati, ed. N. Dutt, p. 214, 1. 6-225, 1. 19. - T VIII, no. 221, p. 27al4-29b29. - T VIII, no. 222, p. 
196b8-199a5. - T VIII, no. 222, p. 196b8-199a5; T VIII, no. 223, p. 256c4-259cl5. - Tib. trip., vol. 18, no. 
731, p. 140-146, fol. 251a8-266a7. - T VII, no. 220, p. 82b21-88c24. 

Satasah., ed. P. Ghosa, p. 1454,1. 1-1473,1. 18. - TV, no. 220, p. 303al4-309b26. 

This is the chapter on which the Traite will comment in the following pages. See also the Aloka, ed. U. 
Wogihara, p. 99-104. 


3. Ten bodhisattvabhumis, named and explained, according to the Mahavastu referring to a 
Dasabhumikasutra. The names of the ten bhumis are indicated in the Mahavastu, I, p. 76, 1. 13-18; 
altogether it covers pages 63,1. 16 to 157,1. 13. 

1) Duraroha, bhiimi difficult of access. 

2) Baddhamana, hindered bhiimi. 

3) Puspamandita, bhiimi adorned with flowers. 

4) Rucra, delightful bhiimi. 

5) Cittavistara, stretching the mind bhiimi. 

6) Riipavatl, bhiimi full of beauty. 

7) Durjaya, invincible bhiimi. 

8) Janmanidesa, confirmation of birth (?). 

9) Yauvarajya, quality of the crown prince. 

10) Abhiseka, crucial anointment. 

The Mahavastu is alone in proposing this classification of which scholastic Buddhism has no account. 


4. Ten bodhisattva vyavasthanas (mam par dgod pa bcu, die tdioii), named and explained, in the 
Avatamsaka in the chapter on the bodhisattvadasavyavasthanas. <2376> 

The Sanskr it names of these ten abodes are given by the Gandhavyiiha, ed. D. T. Suzuki and H.Idzumi, p. 
84. 

1) Prathamacittotpadika (tch ’ou fa sin): bodhisattva producing the mind of bodhi for the first time. 

2) Adhikarmika (tdie ti ): beginner. 

3) Yogacara (sieou king): practicing the practices. 

4) Janmaja (dieng kouei ): of noble birth. 

5) Purvayogasampanna (fang che kin tsou): without antecedents. 
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6) Suddhadhyasaya (tchengsin): animated by high pure resolve. 

7) Avivartya (pou t’ouei ): without regressing. 

8) Kumarabhuta ( t’ong tchen ): crown prince [of the Dharma]. 

9) Yauvarajya (fa wang rseu): quality of crown prince. 

10) Abhisikta ( kouang ting)', anointed with crucial anointment. 

This classification is derived from the Avatamsaka and related texts: 

Avatamsaka, T IX, no. 278, p. 444c27-446b23. - T X, no. 279, p. 84a21-85cl 1. P’ou sa pen ye king, T 
X,p. 449cl5-450c27. 

P’ou sa che tchou hing tai p’in, T X, no. 283, p. 454cl-456c5. 

Ta fang kouang tsong tch’e pao kouang ming king, T X, no. 299, p. 886bl5-888b20. 

Tsouei cheng wen p’ou tchou tch’ou keou touan kie king, T X, no. 309, p. 967c27-988. 

5. Ten bodhisattabhumis, according to the Dasabhumikasutra, or Dasablui mis vara, the Sanskrit text of 
which has been edited by J. Rahder, 1926, and by R, Kondfi, 1936. 

1) Pramudita (mb tu dgah ba, houan hi or ki hi): the joyous bhumi. 

2) Vimala (dri ma medpa, li keou): the stainless bhumi. 

3) Prabhakari ( hod hphro ba can, tsengyao or yen houei ): the bhumi of fiery prajna). 

5) Sudurjaya ( sin tu dbyans dkah ba, nan cheng or ki nan cheng): the bhumi difficult to conquer. 

6) AbhimukhI (mhon du gyur ba, hien tsai): the bhumi of presence. 

7) Duramgama, (rin du son ba, chen jou or yuan hing): the far-going bhumi. 

8) Acala (mi gyo ba, pou tong): the unshakable bhumi. 

9) Sadhumatl (legs pahi bio gros, chan ken or chan houei) the bhumi of good prajna. 

10) Dharmamegha (chos kyi sprin, fa yun): the cloud of Dharma bhumi. 

This classification, like the preceding one, is derived from the Avatamsaka (of which it forms a chapter) 
and related texts: 

Avatamsaka, T IX, no. 278, p. 542c27-al. - T X, no. 279, p. 179b21-24. 

Dasabhumikasutra, T X, no. 285, p. 458cl8-24. - T X, no. 286, p. 498b29-c3. - T X, no. 287, 
p. 536b3-6. 

Dasabhumikavibhasa, T XXVI, no. 1521, p. 21al2-13. 

Dasabhumikasutropadesa, T XXVI, no. 1522, p. 127c4-7. <2377> 
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Maitreyapariprccha, T XXVI, no. 1525, p. 235cl9. 

Upadesa, T XXV, no. 1509, p. 41 la27-29; 586a21-22. 

In the large P.P. sutras, some mention is made of this classification: cf. Pancavimsati, ed. N. Dutt, p. 229,1. 
24-230, 1. 1; T VII, no. 220, p. 119al2-15; 226c3-5. - Satasahasrika in the translation by Hiuan-tsang, T V, 
no. 220, p. 14a22-24; 23a23-24; 40a7-9; 67al5-17; 80a28-b3. T VI, no. 220, p. 696b24-27. Even supposing 
that these comments are authentic, they represent but a few drops in the ocean of the Prajnaparamita and 
had no influence on Buddhist Gnosis. 

But the classification into ten bhumis, Pramudita, etc., finally supplanted the preceding ones: this is the one 
that will be retained by the Madhyamaka treatises (e.g., Candrakrrti’s Madhyamakavatara) and by the 
Yogacaras: cf. Sutralamkara, ed. S. Levi, p. 181-183; Madhyantavibhaga, ed. G. M. Nagao, p.35-36; 
Ratnagotravibhaga, ed. E. H. Johnston, P. 52; Bodhisattvabhumi, ed. U. Wogihara, p. 376-370; 
Abhidharmasamuccaya, ed. P. Pradhan, p. 92, transl. W. Rahula, p. 159; Mahayanasamgraha, transl. 
Lamotte, II, p. 196-211; Siddhi, transl. L. de La Vallee Poussin, p. 613-619. 


III. THE TEN GROUNDS SHARED BY ADEPTS OF THE THREE VEHICLES 


Here it is no longer a matter of the grounds reserved for bodhisattvas alone but of four groups of grounds 
occupied by the sravakas, the pratyekabuddhas, the bodhisattvas and the Buddhas, respectively. The list 
was elaborated in the Prajna school and presents some similarities with that of the ten bodhisattva- 
vyavasthanas mentioned above. 

1) Suklavidarsana ( dkar po mam par mthon nahi sa, tsing kouan ); ground pf clear seeing. - Variant 
attested by the Satasahasrika, p. 1563, 1. 1, and some Chinese translations: Suskavidarsana (kan houei ): 
level of dry seeing, i.e., not moistened by absorption. Variant derived probably from a faulty reading: suska 
for sukla. 

2) Gotra ( rigs kyi sa, sing or tchong sing); ground of the spiritual lineage. 

3) Astamaka ( brgyad pahi sa, pa jen or ti pa): ground of the eighth saint or of the aspirant srotaapanna. 

4) Darsana ( mthon bahi sa, kien or kiu kien): ground of seeing or of srotaapanna. 

5) Tanii ( bsrab pahi sa, po): ground of the reduction of the passions or of the sakrdagamin. 

6) Vltaraga (hdod chags dan bral bahi sa, li yu): ground of the saint freed from the passions or of the 
anagamin. 

7) Krtavi ( byas pa bsran bahi sa, yi tso or yi pan): ground of the saint who has done what had to be done or 
of the arhat. 


8) Pratyekabuddha: ground(s) of the solitary Buddhas. 

9) Bodhisattva: the (ten) grounds of the bodhisattva. 
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10) Buddha: the ground of the Buddhas. 

In this list, only the sravaka grounds, seven in number, are itemized. 

The list does not appear again in the Astasahasrika, but does appear in all of the large P.P. sutras: <2378> 

Astadasa, ed. E. Conze, I, p. 183,1. 24-25; 197,1. 4-8. - T VII, no. 220, p. 497M4-15; 698M2-13. 

Pancavimsati, ed. N. Dutt, p. 225, 1. 16-18; 235, 1. 18-19. - T VIII, no. 221, p. 29b25-26. - T VIII, no. 222, 
p. 199al-2. - T VIII, no. 223, p. 259cl2-13; 261a4-6; 346b5-6; 377c22-24; 383b20-21; 383cll-13. T VII, 
no. 220, p. 88c20-21; 97c26-28; 119a4-12. 

Satasahasrika, ed. P. Ghosa, p. 1473, 1. 11-16; 1520, 1. 20-22; 1562, 1. 21-1563, 1. 2. - T V, no. 220, p. 
321c29-322al. - T VI, no. 220, p. 905al5-17; 917b20-22. 

Upadesa, T XXV, no. 1509, p. 191al7; 197b23; 411a26-29; 585c28-586a25; 643a5-6; 657all. 

Compare Aloka, ed. U. Wogihara, p. 104,1. 3-11. 


The career of the bodhisattva goes from the first production of the mind of bodhi (prathamacittotpdda ) up 
to the arrival at supreme complete enlightenment constituting buddhahood. The Prajna thinkers attribute to 
it ten stages or ten degrees which they metaphorically designate under the name of ‘grounds’ ( bhumi ). 
Having established this list reserved for solitary bodhisattvas, they thought to draw up a vaster one, this 
time including all the adepts of the Holy Dharma, sravakas, pratyekabuddhas, bodhisattvas and Buddhas: 
this is the list called the list of shared grounds ( sddhdranabhumi ). It also involves ten grounds, those of the 
pratyekabuddhas, bodhisattvas and Buddhas each counting as one (numbers 8 to 10) whereas those of the 
sravakas (numbers 1 to 7) counting as seven. Where were they found? In the early scriptures and mainly in 
the Vinayas and Abhidharmas where these seven sravakabhumis appear in part or in full as has been shown 
by A. Hirakawa, The Rise of Mahdydna Buddhism, Memoirs of the Research Department of the Tfiyfi 
Bunka, no. 22, 1963, p. 67-68. 

The career of the sravaka is strictly called the Path of nirvana traveled by the saints or aryas. Leaving aside 
a preparatory period, it goes from entry into the certainty of acquisition of the supreme good 
(samyaktvaniydmdvakrdnti ) or nirvana up to obtaining the state of arhat. During this career, by means of 
seeing ( darsana ) and repeated meditation ( bhdvand) of the noble Truths, the arya gathers the four fruits of 
the religious life ( srdmanyaphala ) successively, the fruits of srotaapanna, sakrdagamin, anagamin and 
arhat. 

The career of the sravaka is punctuated with a certain number of stages which some early sources, rather 
rare it is true, describe also as grounds {bhumi) and which may be placed parallel to the grounds of the 
bodhisattva. As we have just seen, the Prajnaparamita enumerates seven, suklavidarsana, etc., but the early 
sources (Vinaya and Abhidharma of the Sarvastivadins) are usually content to give a much lower number. 

1) Two bhumis: Darsana and Bhavana, represented by andjndtamdjndsydmindriya and djndtendriya 
respectively. Cf. Mahavibhasa, T XXVII, no, 1545, p. 344a3-4; 909c22. - Vibhasa, T XXVIII, no. 1546, p. 
256c9. 
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2) Three bhumis: Darsana, Bhavana and Asaiksa. Cf. Mahavibhasa, T XXVII, no. 1545, p. 740a 14; 
944a25. - Abhidharmahrdaya by Upasanta, T XXVIII, no. 1551, p. 849c24-25. - 
Samyuktabhidharmahrdaya, T XXVIII, no. 1552, p. 910c6. 

3) Four bhumis, according to Ghosaka: Tanu, Vltaraga, Asaiksa and Bhumiphala <2379> or Nirvana (cf. 
Mahavibhasa, T XXVII, no. 1545, p. 137b27-28) or Darsana, Tanu, Vltaraga and Asaiksa (cf. Vibhasa, T 
XXVIII, no. 1546, p. 114al2-13). 

4) Four bhumis according to Parsva: Prayoga (sieou king ti), Darsana ( kien ti), Bhavana ( sieou ti) and 
Asaiksa (won hio ti). Cf. Mahavibhasa, T XXVII, no. 1545,p. 560c7-8. - Vibhasa, T XXVIII, no. 1546, p. 
398bl3-14. 

5) Six bhumis, according to Katyayanlputra: Prayoga, Darsana, Tanu, Vitaraga, Asaiksa and Bhumiphala or 
Nirvana. Cf. Mahavibhasa, T XXVII, no. 1545, p. 147b29-c3. 

6) Six bhumis: Gotra, Astamaka, Darsana, Tanu, Vltaraga and Krtavi. Cf. Vinayamatrka, T XXIV, no. 
1463, p. 801b20-25. It is possible that the large P.P. sutras may have borrowed this list, putting a 
sukladarsanabhumi ahead of it. Even if that is the case, it would be dangerous to conclude a dependency 
between the Prajnas and the Vinayamatrka the relationship of which is unknown; for some critics it would 
be of Haimavata origin; for others, of Dharmagupaka origin. 

* 

Whatever its origin, the list of the ten shared grounds has complicated the career of the bodhisattva in a 
strange way. We may recall that this career begins with the first production of the mind of bodhi 
(prathamacittotpdda ) and ends with the arrival at supreme complete bodhi ( anuttard samyaksambodhi). It 
involves a certain number of stages or steps designated by the name of grounds (bhumi). Two groups of 
grounds are to be distinguished: 

1) The grounds proper, i.e., reserved for the bodhisattva. They are ten in number. In the early Prajnas, they 
are not named, but the Avatamsaka calls them Pramudita, Vimala, Prabhakari, Arcismatl, Suduijaya, 
AbhimukhI, Duramgama, Acala, Sadhumatl, Dharmamegha. 

2) The shared grounds (sadharanabhumi) belonging to the disciples of the Buddha altogether divided into 
three groups: i) the sravakas whose grounds are seven in number: Suklavidarsana (variant, 
Suskhavidarsana), Gotra, Astamaka, Darsana, Tanu, Vltaraga, Krtavi; ii) the pratyekabuddhas whose 
grounds are not specified in number; Hi) the bodhisattvas to whom are reserved the ten grounds proper just 
mentioned. 

In the following pages, I [Lamotte] will refer to these two groups of grounds by calling them the ‘grounds 
proper’ and the ‘shared grounds’. 

The bodhisattva has two ways of accomplishing his career. He can travel through the grounds proper (what 
I [Lamotte] will call the ‘career of grounds proper’, or he can travel though the shared grounds (what I 
[Lamotte] will call the ’career of shared grounds’). 
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1. The career of the grounds proper 

It is by far the most usual. It is described in chapter XX of the Pancavimsati entitled Samprasthanaparivarta 
(T 223, k. 6, p. 256c-259c) and commented on in the present chapter of the Traite. 


2. The career of the shared grounds 

It has been passed over unnoticed up until now, although it was set out in chapter LVII of the Pancavimsati 
entitled Chen ngao p’in, or also Teng tchou p’in (Pradipavartiparivarta): cf. T 223, k. 17, p. 346b2-7: 
<2380 

Subhuti asked the Buddha: Bhagavat, what are the ten grounds which the bodhisattva completely 
fulfills in order to obtain anuttara samyaksambodhi? - The Buddha replied: The bodhisattva who 
completely fulfills the Suskavidarsanabhumi, the Gotrabhumi, the Astamakabhumi, the Darsanabhumi, 
the Tanubhumi, the Vitaragabhumi, the Krtavibhumi, the Pratyekabuddhabhumis, the 
Bodhisattvabhumis, the Buddhabhumi, this bodhisattva, I say, who completely fulfills these bhumis 
obtains anuttara samyaksambodhi. 

At first sight it seems strange that, in order to accomplish his own career, the bodhisattva begins by 
fulfilling that of a sravaka but, although initially the practices of the sravaka and the bodhisattva are the 
same, the mind in which they are performed is quite different. 

The explanations given by the Traite (T 1509, k. 75, p. 585c25-586a25) merit a translation: 

In this passage, the Buddha again explains the causes and conditions leading to anuttara bodhi. From his 
first production of the mind of bodhi (prathamacittotpada ), the bodhisattva practices the perfection of 
wisdom ( prajndparamifa ) and completely fulfills the [shared] grounds, from the first to the tenth. These ten 
grounds help in realizing anuttara bodhi. These ten grounds are the Suklavidarsanabhumi, etc. 

1) Suklavidarsanabhumi. - It is of two kinds: i) that of the sravaka, iij that of the bodhisattva. The sravaka, 
solely in view of nirvana, exerts himself ( utsahate ) to conquer bodhi. Practicing the concentration of 
contemplating the Buddhas or the contemplation of the ugly ( asubhabhdvand), practicing loving-kindness 
(maitri), compassion (karund) or the reflections on impermanence ( anityadatddimanasikdra ), he 
accumulates good dharmas and rejects bad dharmas. Although he has a certain wisdom (prajnd), he is 
unable to find the water of the dhyana-samapattis nor is he able to obtain Bodhi as a consequence. This is 
why this ground is called the ground of the dry earth. - In the bodhisattva who has just produced the mind 
of bodhi (prathamacittotpada ), this stage is prolonged as long as he has not attained the preparatory 
conviction ( anulomikT ksanti). [This stage covers the shared grounds 1 to 5, from Pramudita to Sudurjaya]. 

2) Gotrabhumi. - The sravaka [conquers the four nirvedhabhagiya kusalamula, roots of good leading to 
penetration of the noble truths], from heat ( usmagata ) up to the supreme worldly dharmas 
(laukikdgradharma ). The bodhisattva, however, obtains the preparatory conviction ( anulomiki ksanti) 
[during the shared ground no. 6, AbhimukhI]; he is attached to the true nature of dharmas ( dharmdndm 
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dharmata), no longer produces any wrong views ( mithyadrsti ) and obtains the water of the dhyana- 
samapattis. 

3) Astamakabhumi. - [In the course of this ground, the sravaka] goes from duhkhe dharmajndnaksdnti to 
marge ‘nvayajndnaksdnti : these are the first fifteen moments of mind [of the Satyadarsanamarga, or Path of 
seeing the truths. - For the bodhisattva, it is [the definitive obtaining] of the conviction that dharmas do not 
arise (, anutpattikadharmaksdnti ) and entry into the [definitive] position of bodhisattva ( bodhisattvaniydma ). 
[This result is attained in the course of or at the end of the 7 th ground proper, the Duramgama]. <2381> 

4) Darsanabhumi. - [For the sravaka], this is the obtaining for the first time of a fruit of sainthood 
(aryaphala), namely, srotaapanna. - For the bodhisattva, it is the bodhisattva ground of non-regressing 
(i avaivartika ). [It coincides with the shared ground no. 8, the Acala). 

5) Tanubhumi. - [The sravaka], if he is srotaapanna or sakrdagamin, partially destroys the nine kinds of 
passions ( klesa ) of the desire realm: [six categories if he is sakrdagamin]. - As for the bodhisattva, passing 
the non-regressing level Avaivartikabhumi and as long as he has not become buddha [and remains in the 
grounds proper no. 8 and no. 9, Acala and Sudarjaya], he destroys all the passions, and the traces (ydsand) 
that remain become very slight ( tanubhavanti ). 

6) Vltaragabhumi. - Here, [the sravaka] abandons all the passions, desire, etc. ( rdgadiklesa ) of the desire 
realm ( kdmadhdtu ) and is called anagamin. - As for the bodhisattva, because of his renunciation 
(vairdgya), he obtains the five superknowledges ( abhijnd ). This corresponds to ground proper no. 9, 
Sudurjaya], 

7) Krtavibhumi. - [Here] the sravaka obtains the knowledge of the destruction of the impurities 
(asravaksyajndna) and the conviction that they will not arise again (anutpadajndna), and he becomes arhat. 
- As for the bodhisattva, he completely fulfills the ground of Buddha ( buddhabhumi ) [coinciding with the 
shared ground no. 10, the Dharmamegha]. 

8) Pratyekabuddhabhumi. - In an earlier existence, he has planted the causes and conditions for the bodhi 
of the pratyekabuddhas; in the present existence, because of a minor event (see above, p. 1068-68F), he has 
left home ( pravrajita ) and, having found the profound doctrine of the nidanas (= pratityasamutpada), he 
has realized the bodhi of the pratyekabuddhas. In the language of the Ts’in, Pi-tche-fo is also called Pi- 
tche-kia-fo. 

9) Bodhisattvabhumi. - This is the [shared grounds] from Sukladarsanabhumi to Krtavibhumi, as has been 
said above. It is also the [shared grounds] going from the Pramudita bhumi to the Dharmamegha bhumi: all 
are called Bodhisattvabhumi. Some say that all the grounds from the production of the first mind of bodhi 
(prathamacittotpdda ) to the diamond-like concentration ( vajropamasamddhi ) are called 
Bodhisattvabhumi]. 

10) Buddhabhumi. - These are all the attributes of Buddha, beginning with the knowledge of phenomena in 
all their aspects (sarvakdrajnatd). 

In his grounds proper, the comportment (pratipatti ) of the bodhisattva is perfect; his vision ( vidarsana ) of 
the grounds of another is perfect. For these two reasons together, the bodhisattva is perfect (sampanna). 
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- Some critics are surprised that the Traite places the Avaivartika in the fourth stage of the bodhisatva’s 
career. But a distinction is made here: as we will see, the Avaivartika is in the fourth stage (Darsanabhumi) 
of the shared levels, but at the eighth stage (Acalabhumi) of the grounds proper only. The present passage 
has nothing revolutionary about it; to the contrary, it follows the purest abhidharmic tradition. 


Sutra. - Atha khalu bhagavdn ayusmantam subhutim etad avocat / yad api subhutir evam aha / katham 
bodhisattvo mahdsattvo mahayanasamprasthito blmvati / iha subhute bodhisattvo mahasattvah satsu 
<2382> pdramitdsu caran bhumer bhumim samkramati / ayam bodhisattvo mahdsattvo mahdydna- 
samprasthita ity ucyate / 

athdyusmdn subhutir bhagavantam etad avocat / katham bhagavan bodhisattvo mahdsattvo bhumer 
bhumin samkramati / bhagavdn aha / bodhisattvo mahasattvah sarvadharmdndm asamkrdntim jdndti / na 
hi kascid dharmo ya dgacchati vd gacclmti vd samkramati vd upasamkrdmati vd / api tu bodhisattvo yd 
sarvadharmdnam bhumis tarn na manyate na cintayati bhumiparikarma ca karoti na ca bhumim 
samanupasyati / 

Then the Blessed One said to venerable Subhuti: You also asked me, O Subhuti, how the bodhisattva- 
mahasattva sets out on the Mahayana. Well then, Subhuti, the bodhisattva-mahasattva who, going along 
with the six perfections, passes from ground to ground is said to have set out on the Mahayana. 

Then the venerable Subhuti said to the Blessed One: How, O Blessed One, does the bodhisattva-mahasattva 
pass from ground to ground? - The Blessed One answered: The bodhisattva-mahasattva knows the non¬ 
passing of all the dharmas; indeed, there is no dharma that comes or that goes, that passes by or that 
approaches. However, the bodhisattva-mahasattva does not think, does not reflect about the level of the 
dharmas and yet he practices the preparations for the grounds but does not see the grounds. 


Sdstra (p. 411al6). - Above (Pancavimsati, p. 194), Subhuti had questioned the Buddha about the 
Mahayana, and the Buddha had answered (ibid., p. 194-214) by explaining the many characteristics of the 
Mahayana to him. 334 Also above (ibid., p. 214), Subhuti had asked a question about starting out for the 

334 According to the Pancavimsati (p. 194-225), the many characteristics of the Mahayana are classified in the 
following way: 

1. the six paramitas (p. 194-195). 

2. the twenty sunyatas (p. 195-198). 

3. the one hundred ands twelve samadhis (p. 198-203). 

4. the twenty-one groups of practices (p. 203-212): 1) four smrtyupasthanas, 2) four samyakprahdnas, 3) four 
rddhipadas, 4) five indriyas, 5) five balas, 6) seven bodhyahgas, 7) astdngamdrga, 8) three samadhis, 9) eleven 
jhanas, 10) three indriyas, 11) three samadhis, 12) ten anusmrtis, 13) four dhyanas, 14) four apramanas, 15) four 
samdpattis, 16) eight vimoksas, 17) nine anupurvavihdras, 18) ten tathdgatabalas, 19) four vaisciradyas, 20) four 
pratisamvids, 21) eighteen avenika buddhadharmas. 

5. the forty-three dhdranimukhas (p. 212-214). 
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Mahayana ( mahayanasamprasthala ) and here also the Buddha answered about the characteristics of this 
setting out. 

The bodhisattva-mahasattva going in this Vehicle (ydnarudha) knows that from the beginning (adita evd) 
all dharmas are without coming ( andgama ), <2383> without going ( anirgama), unmoving (cicala) and 
without setting forth (asamprasthdna), because the fundamental element is eternally stable ( sthita ). 

Furthermore, by minds of great compassion (; mahakarundcitta ), by the perfection of exertion 
(vTryapdramitd) and by the power of skillful means ( updyabala ), the bodhisattva returns to practice the 
good dharmas ( kusaladharma ) and, still seeking the higher grounds (uttarabhumi), he does not grasp the 
characteristics of these grounds (na bhuminimittany udgrhnati ) and does not see these grounds. 

Question. - But [in order to answer Subhuti’s question precisely], the Buddha should have spoken here 
about the Greater Vehicle ( mahdydnasamprasthdna ); why then does he speak about setting out for the 
grounds ( bhumis amprasthana )? 

Answer. - The Greater Vehicle is the grounds; [thus, to speak about the grounds is to speak about the 
Greater Vehicle]. The grounds are ten in number; to go from the first to the tenth is to ‘start out’ 
(samprasthdna). Thus a man riding on a horse (asva) who wants to ride on an elephant ( hastin ), abandons 
the horse and gets up on the elephant; and to ride on a dragon ( ndga ), he abandons the elephant and mounts 
the dragon. 

Question. - What are the ten grounds? 

Answer. - There are two kinds of grounds: i) the grounds belonging to the bodhisattva (, bodhisattvabhiimi ) 
alone, ii) the shared grounds ( sadharanabhumi ). 336 

The shared grounds go from the ground of dry seeing (suskavidarsanabhumi) to the ground of the Buddhas 
(buddhabhwni). 

The grounds belonging to the bodhisattva alone are: 

1) the joyous ground ( pramudita bhumi), 

2) the stainless ground (vimala bhumi), 

3) the shining ground (prabhakan bhumi), 

4) the ground of fiery wisdom (, arcismati bhumi), 

5) the ground difficult to conquer (sudurjayd bhumi), 

6) the ground of presence (abhimukhTbhumi), 

7) the far-gone ground (duramgamd bhumi), 


6. the ten bhumis (p. 214-225). 

335 Bhumis 8 to 10. 

336 See the preliminary note to this chapter. 
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8) the unshakeable ground ( cicala bhumi), 

9) the ground of good wisdom (sddhumatT bhumi) 

10) the ground of the cloud of the Dharma (dharmameghd bhumi). 

For the characteristics of these grounds, see the full explanation in the Che-ti king (Dasabhumika sutra). 
<2384> 

Bhumi I 

1. Sutra. - Katamam ca bodhisattvasya mahdsattvasya bhumiparikarma / prathamdyam bhumau 
vartamanena bodhisattvena mahdsattvena dasabhumiparikarmani karanitani / adhydsayadrdliatt- 
dnupalambhayogena / 

evam ukta dyusman subhutir bhagavantam etad avocat / katamad bhagavan bodhisattvasya 
mahasattvasyadhydsayaparikarma / bhagavan alia / yad bodhisattvo mahdsattvdh 
sarvajnatapratisamyuktais cittotpddaih kusalamulani samuranayati / 

What is the preparation of the grounds in the bodhisattva-mahasattva? The bodhisattva-mahasattva who is 
in the first ground should fulfill ten preparations: 

1) the strength of his high aspiration by means of the method of non-apprehending. 

Then the venerable Subhuti said to the Bhagavat: For the bodhisattva-mahasattva, what, O Bhagavat, is this 
preparation consisting of a high aspiration? - The Bhagavat answered: By means of resolutions associated 
with omniscience, the bodhisattva-mahasattva accumulates the roots of good. 

Sastra (p. 41 lbl). - In order to enter into the first ground, the bodhisattva must accomplish ten things, 
from high aspiration ( adliydsaya ) up to true speech ( satyavacana ). 337 Subhuti knows this very well, but in 
order to cut the doubts (samsaya) of beings on this subject, he questions the Bhagavat and asks him: “What 
is this high aspiration? “ The Buddha answers: “It is to accumulate the roots of good by means of 
resolutions associated with omniscience.” In regard to the resolutions associated with omniscience, we may 
note: When the bodhisattva-mahasattva produces the mind of supreme complete enlightenment for the first 
time (prathamato ‘nuttarasamyaksambodhicittam utpddayati), he makes the following vow (pranidhdna ): 
“May I become Buddha in a future lifetime (andgate janmani)" Thus this mind of supreme complete 
enlightenment constitutes a ‘resolution associated with omniscience’ (sarvajnatdsamprayukta cittotpdda). 
‘Associated’ ( samprayukta ) insofar as it joins the mind to the wish to become Buddha. 

For the bodhisattva of keen faculties ( tiksnendriya ) who has accumulated merits (punya ) greatly, the 
passions ( klesa) are slight ( tanu) and the past wrongdoings ( atftdpatti) are less numerous. When <2385> he 


337 Compare Abhisamayalamkara, I, v. 48-50 (p. 7-8); Aloka, p. 99. Properly speaking, these ten parikarmas are to be 
practiced in the course of the prayogamdrgci preceding entry into the first bhumi. 
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produces the mind of bodhi ( cittotpdda ), he forms the high aspiration ( adhydsaya ) which takes pleasure in 
abhisambodhi and, from lifetime to lifetime, the concerns about worldly things ( loka) decrease: this is what 
is here called ‘resolutions associated with omniscience’ ( sarvajnatdsamprayukta cittotpdda). 

In all the virtues that he practices, generosity ( ddna ), morality ( sfla), concentration ( samadhi ), etc., the 
bodhisattva does not seek either the happiness of this world or that of the other world ( ihaparalokasukha ), 
or longevity (dyuhpramdna) or safety ( ksema ); he seeks only omniscience ( sarvajnatd ). Just as a miser 
(: matsarin ) refuses for any reason to give even a single coin ( kdrsdpana ), saves them and piles them up with 
the sole desire of becoming rich, so the bodhisattva, whether his merits ( punya ) are many or not, seeks 
nothing other than to save them and pile them up with the view of omniscience. 

Question. - But if the bodhisattva does not yet have omniscience and has not yet tasted its flavor (rasa), 
how can he form the high aspiration ( adhydsaya )? 

Answer. - I said above that it is a question of someone of keen faculties ( tfksnendrfya ), of slight passions, 
of pure qualities, who is not fond of the world. Without even having heard the Mahayana praised, he hates 
the world: what then if he has heard it praised? 

Thus, Mo-ho-kia-cho (Mahakasyapa) had taken as wife a woman golden in color ( suvarnavarna ), but as he 
did not love her, he abandoned her and entered into the religious life. 338 

Also seeing in the middle of the night that his courtesans were like corpses, Ye-cho tch'' ang-tchd-tseu 
(Yasah sresthiputra) left his precious sandals worth a hundred thousand [karsapanas] on the bank of the 
river, crossed over the river and went straight to the Buddha ( satasahasram manipadukayugam 
nadydvdrakdyds tire ujjhitva, nadun vdrakdm pratyuttiryayena bhagavams tenopasamkrantah ). 339 

The noblemen and kings who, out of disgust, thus renounced the five objects of enjoyment 
( pancakdmaguna ) are innumerable. Why then does the bodhisattva, who has heard speak of the many 
qualities ( guna) of the bodhi of the Buddhas, not at once make the resolution <2386> ( cittotpdda) to 
penetrate it deeply? Thus, in the chapter Sa-t’o-po-louen (Sadaprarudita-parivarta) which will follow, 340 the 
daughter of a nobleman ( sresthiddrikd), having heard the praises of the Buddha, immediately left her home 
and went to T’an-wou-kie (Dharmodgata). 341 

Moreover, as his five spiritual faculties ( pancendriya ), faith ( sraddhd), etc., are complete ( paripurna) and 
ripe (paripakva ), the bodhisattva is able to acquire the high aspiration ( adhydsaya ). A small child whose 
five organs (pancendriya ), eye (caksus), etc., are not complete, does not discern the five objects 
(pancavisaya) and does not distinguish what is beautiful and what is ugly; it is the same when the five 
spiritual faculties, faith, etc., are not complete: one does not distinguish between the good and the bad, one 

338 On the marriage of Mahakasyapa and Bhadra, soon followed by separation, see above, p. 287F, n. 1. 

339 On the conversion of Yasas, see above, p. 1545F, n. 4. To the references, add Samghabheda, I, p. 139-141. 

340 Tch ’ang-t’i p'in, chapter 88 of the Pancavimsati, T 223, k. 27, p. 416a-421b. 

341 In this chapter, the daughter of the sresthin went with her father and mother to the bodhisattva Dhannodgata to pay 
homage to him. - Cf. Astasahasrika, ed. U. Wogihara, p. 953: Atha khalu sa sresthiddrikd Dharmaodgatasya 
bodhisattvasya mahdsattvasya pujdrtham satkdrdrtham ca prasthita. 
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does not know the difference between what is bondage ( bandana) and what is deliverance ( moksa ), one 
loves the five objects of enjoyment ( pancakdmaguna ) and one falls into wrong views ( mithyddrsti ). But the 
person whose five spiritual faculties, faith, etc., are complete is able to distinguish good from bad. If 
already he takes pleasure in the sravaka system advocating the ten good paths of action 
(dasakusalakannapatha ), why would he not think more deeply yet of supreme bodhi? 

As soon as he first produces the mind of supreme bodhi, he has already gone beyond the world; he goes 
even further when he has perfected [this mind of supreme bodhi]. 

Furthermore, when the bodhisattva begins to taste the flavor (rasa) of the Prajnaparamita, he is able to 
produce the high aspiration ( adhydsaya ). A man closed up in a dark prison who sees the light through a 
narrow slit, leaps for joy; he thinks and tells others that he alone has seen such a light and, in his joy and 
happiness, he produces a high aspiration; thinking of this light, he seeks to escape by any means. It is the 
same for the bodhisattva: closed up in the dark prison of the twelve bases of consciousness 
(dvddasdyatana) and of ignorance (avidyd) by his earlier actions ( purvakarman ), everything that he knew 
and saw was false; but when he has heard the Prajnaparamita and tasted its flavor a little bit, he thinks 
deeply about omniscience (sarvajnatd) and wonders how to get out of the prison of the six sense organs 
(sadindriya), like the Buddhas and the aryas. <2387> 

Finally, when the bodhisattva has produced the mind of supreme complete enlightenment, he acts in 
conformity with his wish ( yathdpranidhdnam ); this is why he produces the high aspiration (adhydsaya) that 
consists of loving all dharmas, but none as much as omniscience ( sarvajnatd); of loving all beings, but 
none as much as the Buddhas; of penetrating deeply into the feelings of compassion ( kanmdcitta) to work 
for the benefit of all beings (sarvdrthakriyd): these are the characteristics of adhydsaya. In the first ground, 
the bodhisattva must always practice these resolutions ( cittotpdda ) [associated with omniscience]. 

* 


2. Sutra. - Sarvasattvasamacittataparikarma sattvanupalabdhitam upadaya // yad bodhisattvah 
sarvajnatapratisamyuktais cittotpddais caturpramanany abhinirharati maitrikarunamuditopeksam / 

The equality of mind towards all beings by not apprehending any being. - By means of the resolutions 
associated with omniscience, the bodhisattva produces the four immeasurable [feelings]: loving-kindness, 
compassion, joy and equanimity. 

Sastra (p. 411cl6). - When the bodhisattva has obtained this high aspiration (adhydsaya), he equalizes his 
mind in regard to all beings. Beings always love their friends and hate their enemies, but, for the 
bodhisattva who has obtained the high aspiration, enemy and friend are equal; he regards them as the same. 

Here the Buddha himself defines the equality of mind (samacittatd) as being the four immeasurable 
feelings (caturapramdna). When the bodhisattva sees beings experiencing happiness (sukha), he produces 
minds of loving-kindness (maitri) and joy (muditd) and formulates the vow (pranidhdna) to lead all beings 
to find the happiness of a Buddha. - When he sees beings undergoing suffering (duhkha), he produces a 
mind of compassion (karuna) and, out of pity for them, he formulates the vow to eradicate the sufferings of 
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all beings. When he sees beings who are neither unhappy nor happy, he produces a mind of equanimity 
(i upeksd ) and formulates the vow of bringing them to renounce any feeling of fondness (, anunaya ) or 
aversion ( pratigha ). 

For other explanations of these four immeasurable feelings, see what has been said above (p. 1239-1273F). 

* 


3. Sutra. - Tyagaparikarma danadayakapratigrahakanupalabdhitam upadaya // yad bodhisattvah 
sai'vasattvebhyo ‘vikalpitam danam daddti // <2388> 

The generosity of not apprehending either gift or giver. - The bodhisattva makes gifts to all beings free of 
discrimination. 

Sastra (p. 41 lc28) - Generosity (tydga) is of two kinds: i) Making a gift by giving up a material object 
(dmisa ); ii ) obtaining bodhi by giving up the fetters ( samyojana ). The former is ’abandoning’ insofar as it 
rejects avarice (: mdtsrya ); by contrast, the latter, the ‘abandoning’ of the fetters, plays the role of cause and 
condition ( hetupratyaya ). It is necessary to reach the seventh ground in order to abandon the fetters. 

Question. - There are several kinds of abandoning: internal (ddhydtmika ) or external (bdhya) gift, small 
(, laghu ) or large {guru) gift, material gift (dmisaddna ) or gift of the Dharma, worldly gift (, laukikaddna ) or 
supraworldly gift ( lokottaradana ), etc. Why then does the Buddha speak only of supraworldly gift ‘free of 
discrimination’ (avikalpita) and free of conceptualization (i asamkalpita )? 

Answer. - Although generosity is of any type, the Buddha speaks only of great generosity, the generosity 
that does not grasp the characteristics ( nimittodgrahanahita ). 342 

Furthermore, the Buddha subscribes to no dharma and therefore teaches the bodhisattva a generosity 
‘without adherence’ ( nirasanga ), in conformity with the teachings of the Buddhas. 

Flere it would be necessary to speak at length about the generosity free of discrimination (avikalpitaddna); 
as for the other kinds of generosity, they have been the object of many explanations already in several 
places. 

* 


4. Sutra. - Kalyanamitrasevanaparikarma nairmanyatam upadaya // yani kalyanamitrani sarvajnatayam 
samdddpayanti tesdm mitranam sevand bhajana paryupasand susrusd / 

The good services rendered to good friends by not deriving any pride from them. - Flelping, venerating, 
respecting and listening to good friends who encourage one to omniscience. 


342 Triply pure generosity ( trimandalaparisuddha ) where there is total absence of giver, gift and recipient: cf. p. 675- 
677F, 724F. 
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Sastra. - (p. 412a4) - On the good services rendered to good friends, see the explanations given above 
(Pancavimsati, p. 156). <2389> 


* 


5. Sutra. - Dharmapaiyestiparikarma sarvadharmanuplabdhitam upadaya // yad bodhisattvah 
sarvajnatapratisamyuktais cittotpddair dharmam pcuyesate na ca sravakapratyekabuddhabhumau patati / 

The search for the Dharma by means of the non-apprehension of all the teachings. - The bodhisattva seeks 
the Dharma with resolutions associated with omniscience and [hence] does not fall to the rank of sravaka or 
pratyekabuddha. 

Sastra (p. 412a5). - There are three kinds of Dharma: 

1) The supreme Dharma of all ( sai'vesv anuttara), i.e., nirvana. 

2) The means of attaining nirvana ( nirvdnaprdptyupdya ), i.e., the noble eightfold Path (aryastangamarga). 

3) All good words (, subhdsita ), truthful words ( satyavacana ) promoting the eightfold noble Path. These are: 
(a) the eighty-four thousand articles of the Dharma ( caturasftidharmaskandha-sahasra ), or (b) the twelve- 
membered speech of the Buddha ( dvddasdhgabuddhavacana ), or (c) the four Baskets ( catuspitaka) 
consisting of (i) the [four] Agamas (dgamacatuspitaka ), (ii) the Abhidharma, (iii) the Vinaya, (iv) the 
Ksudrakapitaka, plus all the Mahayanasutras such as he Mahaprajnaparamita, etc. All that is called 
Dharma. 343 

To seek the Dharma ( dharmaparyesti ) is to write it, to recite it, to study it and to meditate on it. These texts 
heal the mental illnesses ( cittavyddhi ) of beings. The bodhisattva sacrifices his life to gather together these 
text-remedies. 

Thus while still a bodhisattva, the Buddha Sa was called Lo-fa (Dharmarata). At that time there was no 
buddha, and this bodhisattva had not yet heard a good word ( subhdsita ), but he was searching everywhere 
for the Dharma and did not relax his exertion (virya); however, he had not yet found it. One day, Mara 
transformed himself into a brahamana and said to him: “1 have a stanza ( gdthd) spoken by a buddha; I will 
give it to you if you agree to write it using your skin as parchment, your bone as pen and your blood as 
ink.” Dharmarata thought: “During my previous lifetimes 1 have lost my life an incalculable number of 
times without ever deriving any benefit from it.” Immediately he flayed his skin, put it out to dry and wrote 
the stanza on it. <2390> Mara went to take his life when, at that moment, the Buddha, aware of the extreme 
resolve of the bodhisattva, arose from the direction of the nadir ( adhodis ) and came to teach him the 


343 This brief summary shows that the Traite did indeed use the Sanskrit canon of the Sarvastivadins as canonical 
scripture, reserving a separate place for the minor scriptures designated here by the name Tsa-tsang in Chinese, 
Ksudrapitaka in Sanskrit or, quite simply, Ksudrcikci : cf. p. 341F, n. 1. 
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profound Dharma. Immediately Dharmarata obtained the conviction that dharmas do not arise 
(. anutpattikadharmaksanti ). 3 

Sa-t’o-po-Iouen (Sadapramdita) also sought the Dharma by ascetic practices ( duskara-carya). 345 

The bodhisattva Sakyamuni drove five hundred nails into his body in order to find the Dharma. 346 

The king Kin-Men (Kancanasara) perforated his body in five hundred places, [put wicks in the holes] and 
threw himself into the flames in order to light them. 347 

All these heroes were seeking the Dharma by means of these ascetic practices and deeds in order to teach 
beings. 

Finally, the Buddha himself says here that “by seeking the Dharma [with resolutions associated] with 
omniscience, the bodhisattva does not fall to the rank of sravaka or of prateykabuddha”. 

* 


6. Sutra. - Abhiksnanaiskramyaparikarma grhanupalabdhitam upadaya // yad bodhisattvah sarvajatisv 
avyakirnacittena niskrdmati / tathdgatasdsane pravrajati / na cdsya kascid antarayo bhavati / 

The continual departure from the world by the non-apprehension of the householder life. - From lifetime to 
lifetime and with an unmixed intent, the bodhisattva goes forth from the world and becomes a monk in the 
Tathagata’s order, and is not hindered by anyone. <2391> 

Sastra (p. 412a25). - The bodhisattva knows that the householder life ( grhavdsa ) is the cause and condition 
(hetupratyaya ) of many wrongs (dpatti). “If I remain at home”, he says to himself, “I myself will be unable 
to carry out the pure practices (visuddhacaryd); how then could I lead others to practice them? If I follow 
the rules of the householder life, I would have a whip and a stick, etc., and I would be tormenting beings. If 
I act in conformity with the Holy Dharma, I will violate the rules of the householder life. I have two things 


344 Jataka of Dharmarata already mentioned above, p. 975F, n. 1; 1853F, n. 4. - References to Kotanese and Uigur 
sources in M. J. Dresden, The Jatakastava, 21 st story, p. 432 and 339. - Mural painting at Qyzil, in E. Waldschmidt, 
Uber die Darstellungen..., p. 15, and table 1, fig. 1. 

345 Wishing to honor the Prajnaparamita and offer gifts to the bodhisattva Dhannodgata, Sadapramdita sold his body to 
Sakra disguised as a young man. The sale being concluded, he took a sharp knife, pierced his right arm and let the 
blood flow; then he pierced his right breast, cut off the flesh and, to break his bones, ran into a wall. Cf. Astasahasrika, 
ed. U. Wogihara, p. 947. 

346 Jataka of king P’i-leng-kie-li (Bhrngara?) who drove a thousand nails into his body in order to hear from the mouth 
of the brahmana Raudraksa the Buddhist stanza: anitya bata samskarah. Cf. P’ou-sa-pen-hing king, T 155, k. 3, p. 

119M5-16; Hien-yu king, T 202, k. 1, p. 350a-b; King liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 25, p. 136c20-137a3. 

347 Jataka of Kancanasara told above, p. 688F, b. 4. - References to the Khotanese, Uigur and Sogdian sources in M. J. 
Dresden, The Jatakastava, 43 rd story, p. 440 and 451. Friezes from Qyzil in E. Waldschmidt, Uber die 
Darstellungen ...,p. 16 and 17, fig. 25 to 31. 
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to think about: if I do not leave home today, I will, of course, be forced to leave it at the time of death; if I 
abandon it by myself today, my merit (punya ) will be great.” 348 

Again the bodhisattva has the following thought: “Kings and noblemen, powerful as gods, seek happiness 
and do not find it; death takes them away cruelly. As for myself, I am abandoning home for beings in order 
to keep the pure morality ( visuddhasfla) [of the monastic], seek the abhisambodhi of the Buddhas and 
fulfill the causes and conditions for the perfection of morality ( stlaparamita ).” 

Here the Buddha himself says that “from lifetime to lifetime and with an unmixed intention, the bodhisattva 
goes forth from home”. With an unmixed intention ( avyavakfrna-cittena ), for the bodhisattva does not 
leave home to embrace the ninety-six kinds of [heretical] doctrines, but only to enter into the Tathagata’s 
order ( tathdgatasdsane pravrajitum). Why? Because in the Tathagata’s order, both kinds of correct seeing 
(.samyagdrsti) are present: correct worldly ( laukika ) view and correct supraworldly ( lokottam ) view. 349 

* 


7. Sutra. - Buddhakdyasprhdparikarma laksandnuvyanjandnupalabdhitdm updddya // yad bodhisattvo 
buddhavigraham drstvd na kaddcid buddhamanasikarena virahito bhavati ydvad anuttaram 
samyaksambodhim anuprapnoti / 

Taking delight in the Buddha’s body by the non-apprehension of the major and minor marks. - Having 
seen the body of the Buddha, the bodhisattva never ceases thinking about the Buddha until he attains 
supreme complete enlightenment. 

Sastra (p. 412b8). - The Buddha hears the qualities ( guna ) of the Buddha praised in many ways: the ten 
powers (bald), <2392> the four fearlessnesses ( vaisdradya ), great loving kindness ( mahdmaitn ), great 
compassion ( mahdkarund) and omniscience (sarvajndna). Moreover, he sees the Buddha’s body adorned 
with the thirty-two major marks ( laksana ) and the eighty minor marks (anuvyanjana), emitting a great 
brilliance ( mahdprabhd) and unceasingly honored by gods and men, and he says to himself: “In a future 
lifetime, I too will be like that.” Even if he does not fulfill the causes and conditions required to meet a 
Buddha, already he is delighted in him, and if he does fulfill them, he is even more pleased. Possessing the 
high disposition (adhydsaya), he takes delight in the Buddha, and this is why he always succeeds in 
meeting a Buddha from lifetime to lifetime. 

* 


8. Sutra. - Dharmavivaranaparikarma dharmabhedanupalabdhitam upadaya // yad bodhisattvah 
sammukhibhutasya tathdgatasya parinirvrtasya vd sattvebhyo dharmam desayaty ddau kalyanam madhye 


343 By contrast with the householder life, the religious life has numerous advantages which have been detailed above, 
p. 839-843F. 

349 See Majjhima, III, p. 72. 
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kalyanam paiyavasane kalyanam svartham suvyanjanam parisuddham paripurnam yaduta sutram yavad 
upadesdh / 

The propagation of the Dharma by the non-apprehension of the subdivision of this Dharma. - Whether a 
Tathagata is still present in the world or has already become parinirvanized, the bodhisattva preaches the 
Dharma to beings, the Dharma which is good at the beginning, good in the middle and good at the end, of 
good meaning and letter, completely pure and perfectly full, namely, the sutras, etc. up to the Upadesas. 

Sastra (p. 412b 13). - Having sought the Dharma as has been said above, the bodhisattva “preaches it to 
beings ( sattvebhyo desayati).” The lay bodhisattva ( grhastha ) practices material generosity particularly; the 
monastic ( pravrajita ) bodhisattva, in his love and respect for the Buddha, always practices the generosity of 
the Dharma ( dharmaddna ). 

Whether a Buddha is present in the world or not, the bodhisattva <2393> is well established in morality 
(sfla) without seeking fame ( sloka) or profit (labha). Equalizing his mind toward all beings, “he preaches 
the Dharma to them” ( dharmam desayati). 

This Dharma is “good at the beginning” (ddau kalydna) because it praises generosity; it is “good in the 
middle” ( madhye kalydna) because it praises morality (sfla) in detail; it is “good at the end” (paryavasdne 
kalydna) for, in reward for these two things [- generosity and morality -], the bodhisattva is going to be 
reborn in a buddha-field ( buddhaksetra ) or become a deity. 

Or again, the Dharma is good at the beginning because in seeing the five aggregates of attachment 
(pancopdddnaskandha) of the triple world ( traidhdtuka) abounding in suffering, one feels disgust 
(.nirvedacitta ) towards them. It is good in the middle because one abandons lay life and separates oneself 
from the world. It is good at the end because the mind is liberated from the disturbing emotions ( klesa ). 

Or finally, the Dharma is good at the beginning because it first explains the Vehicle of the sravakas. It is 
good in the middle because it explains [next] the Vehicle of the pratyekabuddhas. It is good at the end 
because it [finally] proclaims the Greater Vehicle. 

The Dharma is “good in meaning and good in letter” ( svartha suvyanjana). In the threefold speech, the 
elocution may be good while the reasoning is mediocre and superficial, or the reasoning may be profound 
and good while the elocution in imperfect; this is why the sutra says here that the meaning is good and the 
letter is good. 

The Dharma is “completely pure” (parisuddha ) because, having eliminated the stains of the triple poison, it 
enunciates only the True Dharma ( saddharma ), without mixing in false dharma ( adhanna ). 

The Dharma is “completely clear” ( paripuma) because the noble eightfold Path (drya astdngikamdrga) and 
the six perfections (satpdramitd) are complete in it. 

On the twelve-membered [speech of the Buddha] ( dvddasangabuddhavacana ), sutra, etc., see what has 
been said above (p. 2286-2303F). 

* 
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9. Sutra. - Manastambhanirghatanaparikarma, adbhutatamipalabdhitam upadaya //yad bodhisattvas tena 
manastambhanirghatanena na jdtu mcakulesupapadyate / 

The destruction of pride and vanity by the non-apprehension of any superiority whatsoever. - By the 
destruction of pride and vanity, the bodhisattva is never reborn into lowly families. <2394> 

Sastra (p. 412b29). - The bodhisattva goes forth from home ( pravrajati ), observes morality (silam 
raksati), preaches the Dharma (, dharmam desayati) and cuts the doubts of beings ( sattvdndm samsaydms 
chinatti ); and sometimes he becomes puffed up and experiences pride (; mdna ) and vanity (stambha). In that 
case, he should make the following reflection: “I have shaved my head, I have put on the yellow robe 
(kdsdya) and with bowl in hand, I beg for my food. This is of the nature of destroying pride and vanity in 
me. How could I feel pride and vanity in that?” 

Moreover, pride and vanity dwell in the human mind. These faults stifle the qualities, they are detested by 
men and are the source of a bad reputation. In later lifetimes, the prideful are always reborn among wild 
animals or, if they are reborn among humans, they are base and lowly in condition. 

Knowing that pride and vanity have these immense defects, the bodhisattva destroys this pride and this 
vanity in order to seek supreme complete enlightenment. If the person who begs for material things should 
be humble and modest, then what should be said about the person who is seeking the peerless bodhi? 

Because he has destroyed pride and vanity, the bodhisattva is always reborn among the nobility and never 
in lowly families. 

* 


10. Sutra. - Satyavacanaparikarma vacandnupalabdhitam upadaya // tatra katamad bodhisattvasya 
satyavacanaparikarma / bhagavdn aha / yaduta bodhisattvasya yathdvdditd tathdkdritd / imani 
bodhisattvena mahdsattvena prathamdydm bhumau vartamanena dasaparikarmani karanvyani // 

Truthful speech by means of non-apprehension of any speech. - What is truthful speech in the bodhisattva? 
- The Bhagavat replied: It is the fact that the bodhisattva “acts as he says”. 

These are the ten preparations for accomplishment by the bodhisattva-mahasattva in the first ground. 

Sastra (p. 412c9). - Truthful speech is the root of all good ( kusala ), the cause and condition of rebirth 
among the gods; it is believed and accepted by all people. He who puts it into practice does not pretend 
generosity ( ddna ), morality (sila) or wisdom; merely by cultivating truthful speech, he wins immense merit 
(punya). Truthful speech is “acting as one says”. 

Question. - There are four [good] vocal actions ( vdkkarman ): [abstaining from lying ( mrsdvdda ), from 
malicious gossip (paisunyavdda ), from harmful speech (pdrusyavdda ) and from idle speech 
(sambhinnapralapa) 35 ]; why does the sutra not mention “truthful speech” here? 


See p. 77IF. 
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Answer. - In the Buddhadharma, truth ( satya ) is specially honored; this is why the sutra here speaks of the 
truth that encompasses (, samgrhnati ) the four [good] vocal actions. One obtains nirvana by means of the 
truth. 

Furthermore, the bodhisattva who relates to beings will [inevitably] endure harmful words ( pdrusyavada ), 
idle words ( sambhinnapraldpa ) and malicious gossip (paisunyavdda ); sometimes he will even commit the 
grave wrongdoing of false speech ( mrsdvdda ) himself. He must correct this in the first ground. On the first 
ground, the bodhisattva is not yet able to practice the four [good] vocal actions fully; this is why the sutra 
mentions only “truthful speech” [here]; in the second ground, he will be able to practice it fully. 

Question. - Why is it a matter of only the “ten preparations” ( dasaparikarma ) in the first ground? 

Answer. - The Buddha is the king of Dharma, having mastery ( vasita ) over all dharmas. He knows that 
these ten preparations can produce the first ground. He is like a good physician ( vaidya ) who knows the 
number of medicines ( bhaisajya ) necessary to cure the sickness, sometimes five, sometimes ten. Therefore 
there is no objection that can be raised against the number [of preparations]. 


Bhflmi II 


1. Sutra. - Punar aparam subhute bodhisattvena mahasattvena dvitvyayam bhumau vartamanenastau 
dlmrmd abhtksnam manasikartavyah / katame ‘stau /yaduta silaparisuddhih /tatra katamd bodhisattvasya 
silaparisuddhih / yaduta bodhisattvasya mahasattvasya srdvakapratyekabuddhacittdndm amanasikarah / 
ye ‘pi tadanye dauhsilyakara bodhiparipanthakard dharmas tesam amanisikdrah / iyam bodhisattvasya 
silaparisuddhih / 

Moreover, O Subhuti, the bodhisattva-mahasattva on the second ground must think about eight dharmas 
continually. What are these eight? 

1) Purity of morality. 

In the bodhisattva, what is the purity of morality? - The bodhisattva-mahasattva does not think about the 
concepts of the sravakas or the pratyekabuddhas <2396> nor does he think about other doctrines, immoral 
teachings that are an obstacle to bodhi. 

Sastra (p. 413c 10). - In the first ground, the bodhisattva mainly practiced generosity ( ddna ); now he 
knows that morality is superior to generosity. Why? Morality takes in all beings whereas generosity does 
not include all of them. The domain of morality is immense (aprameya ): this is how the morality consisting 
of not killing living beings (prdndtipdtaprativirati) grants life to all beings. Beings are innumerable and 
infinite, and the merit [consisting of sparing them] is itself immense and infinite. 

Here the sutra briefly mentions ( samksepena ) the “teachings that create an obstacle to bodhi” 
(bodhiparipanthakara)'. these are ‘immoral’ doctrines ( dauhsilyakara ). A teaching must be free of any 
immorality to be called pure ( parisuddha ). If the concepts of the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas already [in 
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some respects] constitute a stain on morality ( silamala ), 51 what can be said then (kah punarvadah) of these 
other doctrines, overtly bad? 


* 


2. Sutra. - Krtajnata kptavedita //yad bodhisattvo mahasattvo bodhisattvacaiyam carann alpam api krtam 
asamsdran na ndsayati prdg eva balm / 

Acknowledgement and gratitude. - The bodhisattva-mahasattva traveling on the bodhisattva career does 
not, until the end of samsara, forget any favor even if it is small, or, all the more so if it is big. 

Sastra (p. 413c 17). - Some people say: “It is because of merits won in my previous existences 
( purvanivasapunya ) that 1 have obtained such a benefit”. Others say [to their benefactor]: “ I am personally 
deserving: what benefit have you done for me?” 

To speak thus is to fall into wrong views (mithyddrsti ). And so the Buddha says here that the bodhisattva 
must acknowledge kindnesses ( krtajna ). Although beings in their previous existences may have acquired 
the rights to happiness ( sukhahetu ), they would be unable to enjoy this happiness if, in their present 
existence, certain circumstances [such as the generosity of a benefactor] did not occur. Thus the seeds 
(bija) of the grain are in the earth, but without rain <2397> ( vrsti ) they cannot sprout. It cannot be said that 
the rain is of no use on the pretext that the earth produces the grain. Although the benefits we gather at 
present have been planted [by us] during earlier lifetimes, why would the fondness and kind feelings of our 
benefactors not play a part in these benefits? 

Moreover, acknowledgement ( krtajnata) is the source of great compassion ( mahdkarundmula ) and opens 
the first door to good actions ( kusalakarman ). The grateful person is loved and esteemed by people; his 
renown extends afar; after his death, he is reborn among the gods and finally he will attain abhisambodhi. 
In this regard, the Buddha has told the story of the following Jataka: 


351 This is not a criticism. Sthavira Buddhism is in perfect agreement with natural morality ( sila ) amd religious 
discipline ( samvara ). However, it does not attain the perfection of morality ( silapdramitd) advocated by the Mahayana 
which depends essentially on the non-existence of sin and its opposite (apattyanapattyanadhyapattitam upadaya ): cf. p. 
770F, 861F. 
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/ Rksajataka ,] 35 — A man went to the mountains in order to cut <2340> wood. He lost his way in a violent 

352 Rksa- or Rksapatijataka, making up part of the stock of jatakas situated at Benares in which king Brahmadatta 
always appears. Like so many other fables, it contrasts the kindness of animals with the ingratitude of humans. The 
story has been amply illustrated in the Buddhist art and literature of both Vehicles. 

Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, Samghabhedavastu, ed. R. Gnoli, II, p. 104-106 (= T 1450, k. 15, p. 177a26-cl8?: 
bhutapurvam bhiksavo varanasyam nagaryam anyatamo daridrapurusahprativasati; sa kasthani vikrrya jivikdm ... 
taddpy esa akrtajna akrtavedi; etcirhy apy esa akrtajnah akrtcivedi. 

Transl.: Once, O monks, a poor man was living in the city of Benares; he earned his living by selling wood. 
One day, having risen very early, he took his curved axe and went to the forest in search of wood. Unexpectedly a great 
cloud arose accompanied by showers and wind. The man who, rightly or wrongly, was trying to find another spot and 
went from one tree to another, but the rain got heavier and he finally took shelter in a cave in the mountain. There was a 
bear in this cave; seeing it, the man was frightened and wanted to flee. The bear said to him: “My child, why are you 
afraid? You have nothing to fear from me; stay.” Although hesitant, the man was so worried that he could not leave. 
Then the bear took him up in its arms, carried him into the cave and fed him with roots and fruits. 

The storm lasted seven days without stopping. Seven days passed and on the eighth, the sky cleared and the 
cloud disappeared. The bear, having looked at the sky in the four directions of the horizon, brought the man abundant 
roots and fruits and said to him: “My child, the storm has passed, the sky is clear and the clouds have disappeared. Go 
in peace!” The man fell to his feet and said to the bear: “Father, I am leaving but I must do you a favor in return.” The 
bear answered: “My child, the only thing you must do for me is not to betray me to anyone.” The man answered: 
“Father, so be it.” He circumambulated the bear, prostrated at its feet and went away. 

The man entered Benares as a certain hunter was going out to hunt. This hunter saw him and said: “Friend, 
here you are back again after a long time; your son and your wife are upset; they are crying because they think you 
have certainly been the victim of the seven-day storm or of a wild animal. Animals and birds in great numbers have 
perished in the storm. How did you escape?” The man told him everything that had happened and the hunter said: 
“Friend, show me the cave where this bear is.” The man answered: “Friend, never will I go back into the forest, no 
matter how my life was saved.” But the man was so beguiled by the hunter who promised him two-thirds of the meat 
that he finally agreed and went with the hunter to show him the way. <2399> Gradually they reached the cave where 
the kind bear was and then, following his cruelty and ingratitude, he declared: "Here is the cave where the bear is.” At 
once the hunter, whose way of life it is to take the life of others, set fire to the cave. The kind bear, its mind disturbed 
by the smoke and its eyes clouded by tears, spoke this verse: 

“From whom did I take anything while I lived in this cave in the mountain, eating fruits, roots and 
water, wishing for others’ benefit? 

Now at the moment of death, what should I do? But corporeal beings must submit [to the fruits] of 
actions, whether these fruits are desirable or not.” 

Having spoken these words, the bear died. 

Then the two friends cut up the animal and shared the meat. The hunter said to the ungrateful man: “Take 
two-thirds of the meat.” The man stretched out his hands to grab it; they fell to the ground. Then the hunter cried: “O 
misfortune!” and abandoning even the share that belonged to him, went away. 

Having heard about this great wonder, a great crowd gathered there; the king Bralnnadatta, curious, went to 
that place. Somewhere on the mountain there was a monastery. His eyes wide open in amazement, the king took the 
bear’s skin and went to the monastery to tell the community of monks about the affair. He set the skin at a pool of blue 
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rainstorm and. at sunset, he was hungry and cold. Poisonous insects and animals came to attack him and so 
he entered a cave in the rock. In this cave there was a big bear (rksa ); seeing it, the man wanted to run out 
in fear. The bear said to him: “Don’t be afraid; this cave is warm, you can spend the night here.” The rain 

lotuses, sat down among the elders and told them the full story. The abbot of this community was an arhat. He spoke to 
the king thus: 

“This was not a bear, O great king, but it was the bodhisattva Dyutimdharma. He should be honored by the 
three worlds and by you too, O best of men.” 

The king acknowledged that it was necessary to pay homage to him. The bhiksus said: “Lord, this is a 
bodhisattva of the fortunate age; his worship should be organized.” Then Brahmadatta accompanied by his wives, 
princes, ministers and inhabitants of the city took all kinds of scented wood to the place of the miracle. Having piled up 
the flesh and bones of the bear, the king said: “Sirs, build a funeral pyre of all kinds of scented wood and set it on fire 
with great respect.” A great stupa was erected at this place; parasols, standards and banners were placed on it; a lamp 
was set in place and those by whom these works had been accomplished were promised deliverance. 

What do you think, O monks? I was that bear at that time and at that era; the ungrateful man was Devadatta at 
that time and that epoch. Then he was an ungrateful man not acknowledging kindnesses; even now he is an ungrateful 
man not acknowledging kindnesses. 

Mahavibhasa, T ql545, k. 114, p. 592b3-29. Almost the same story but with two hunters in place of one. 

Kosabhasaya, ed. P. Pradhan, p. 270,1. 11-12: rsyamrgajdtakadyudaharanat taking as examples of 
ingratitude the Jatakas of the antelope ( rsya ) and the deer ( mrga ): but the reading is erroneous: rsya should be corrected 
to rksa ‘bear’ as shown by the Chinese and Tibetan translations of the Kosa: hiong lou tengpen cheng (T 1558, k. 18, 
p. 96b21) and dom dan ri dags sogspain skyespa (Tib. Trip. Vo. 115, no. 5591, fol. 260a7). The reading rksa appears 
elsewhere in the Kosavyakhya, ed. U. Wogihara, p. 434, 1. 23: rksamrdajdtakddi. 

Las brgya tham pa, Tib. Trip., Vol. 39, no. 1007, summarized by L. Feer, Le Karmasataka, in JA. Taken 
from nos. Jan.-Feb, Mar.-Apr., May-June, 1901, p. 51-52. 

Kalpanamanditika, T 201, k. 13, p. 332b 11-12: When I was incarnated as a bear, <2340> I took pity on a man 
in danger. When the man whom I had saved betrayed my den to hunters, I was free of anger (transl. by E. Huber, 
Asvaghosa Sutralamkara, 1908, p. 383). 

Lalitavistara, ed. S. Lefmann,p. 168,1. 15-18 (= T 187, k. 5, p. 566cl-2). Transl. - When, O lord, you were a 
bear in a den in the mountains, you gathered up a man fearing the snow-storm, you served him fiuits and roots with 
great goodwill. When he soon afterwards brought the hunter to you, that also you endured. 

Rastrapalapariprccha, ed. L. Finot, p. 25,1. 15-16 (= T 310, k. 80, p. 462b23-24): When I was a princely bear, 
a man caught in a snow-stonn was sheltered by me for seven days in an inaccessible cave. When he brought a murderer 
to me, I made no resistance to him. 

See also J. Ensink, The Question of Rdstrapdla, 1952, p. 26. 

Khotanese source in M. J. Dresden, The Jatakastava, 36 th story, p. 438 and 451: Under the snow’s covering 
in winter, the man was like to die; was like to die by hunger also. You, as the bear, just as a father cares for his son, 
cared for him in your arms, precious as your life. This ungrateful, ignoble, avaricious man for greed spoke of you in the 
presence of huntsmen. Therefore they destroyed you and parceled out your flesh. For the ingratitude, at once his hands 
fell upon the ground. 

Representations: Ajanta (cf. A. Foucher, Lettre d’Ajantd, J.A., 1921,1, p. 216): Central Asia (cf. E. 
Waldschmidt, Uber die Darstellungen..., p. 53 and 54, fig. 164-167). 
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lasted for seven days. The bear constantly offered the man sweet fruits, excellent water and provided him 
with fresh supplies. After seven days the rain stopped. The bear guided the man, showed him the path and 
said to him: “I have been a sinner and have many enemies. If anybody asks you, don’t tell them that you 
have seen me.” The man agreed. But following on his path, this man saw some hunters ( lubdhaka ). One of 
the hunters asked him: “Where do you come from; have you seen any game?” The man answered: “I saw a 
big bear but <2401> this bear has done me favors; I cannot show him to you.” The hunter said: “You are a 
human and, among humans, we must help one another. Why spare this bear? You have lost your way once; 
when will you get back home? If you show me the bear, 1 will give you the biggest share [of the meat].” 
The man changed his mind, guided the hunter and showed him where the bear lived. The hunter killed the 
bear and offered him the biggest portion. But just when the man stretched out his hands to receive the meat 
(mamsa), his two arms fell to the earth. The hunter asked him: “What wrong-doing have you committed?” 
The man answered: “This bear treated me like a father treats his son; it is for not being grateful for his kind 
deeds that I suffer this punishment.” Frightened, the hunter did not dare to eat the flesh of the bear and went 
to offer it to the sa a gha. The abbot ( samghasthavira ), an arhat possessing the six superknowledges ( abhijna ) 
said to the monks: “This bear was a bodhisattva; in his future existence he will obtain abhisambodhi. Do 
not eat this meat.” Then the monks built a stupa and paid homage to the bear. Hearing about this business, 
the king proclaimed an edict in his kingdom forbidding ungrateful people from living there any longer. 

There are many reasons to praise grateful people. They are esteemed in all Jambudvlpa and people place 
their trust in them. 

Moreover, the bodhisattva has the following thought: “Even if a man does me harm, I should save him; all 
the more reason I should save those who have done me a favor.” 

* 


3. Sutra. - Ksantibalapratisthanam //yad bodhisattvasya sarvasattvanam antike ‘vyapada-vihimsacittata / 

Basing oneself on the power of patience. - The bodhisattva has no thought of malice or harm towards 
beings. 

Sastra (p. 414a 19). - See our lengthy explanation on the perfection of patience ( ksdntipdmmitd ) (p. 865- 
926F). 

Question. - Patience appears in many aspects (prakdrd)\ why is the sutra limited here to presenting it as 
“non-malice and non-harming” ( avydpdddvihimsd)? 

Answer. - Because [the absence of malice and harm] is the very essence of patience. [An injured person] 
first produces a thought of malice and then harms someone by voice <2402> or body ( purvam 
vyapadacittam utpddayati, pascdt kdyena cd vdcd vd pardn vihimsati). 

Here, since it is a matter of a bodhisattva at the beginning of his career (adikarmika), the sutra speaks only 
of patience towards beings ( sattvaksdnti ) but does not speak of patience towards things. 

* 
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4. Sutra. - Pramodyapntyanubhavanata //yad bodhisattvasya sarvasattvaparipacanatayam pramodanata 

/ 

Feeling joy and contentment. - The bodhisattva feels joy in ripening all beings. 

Sastra (p. 414a23). - The bodhisattva sees that his body (kayo) and voice {vac) have been purified by the 
observance of morality {sfla) and that his mind {manas) has been purified by his feelings of gratitude 
(prajnatd) and patience ( ksdnti ). Since the three kinds of action, [physical, vocal and mental 
{kdyavdnmanaskarman)] are pure ( parisuddha ) in him, “he experiences joy and contentment” 
(pramodyapntim anubhavati). A man bathed in perfumed water, clothed in new garments and adorned with 
necklaces, when he looks in the mirror (ddarsa), feels joy and contentment. In the same way also, the 
bodhisattva is very pleased at having obtained this good dharma {kusaladharma) of morality. He says to 
himself: “Morality is the root of concentration {samddhi) and wisdom (prajna). Immense and infinite 
qualities will be easy to obtain by me who has just acquired this pure morality,.” This is why he rejoices. 

The bodhisattva established in this morality and this patience ripens (paripdcayati) beings so that they are 
able to be reborn in the presence of the Buddhas of other regions or enjoy happiness among gods and men. 
Sometimes he even makes them obtain the Vehicles of the sravakas, pratyekabuddhas and the Buddhas. He 
considers the attachment of beings as happiness and, just as an adult, seeing little children amusing 
themselves together plays with them first, then gives them other playthings to make them renounce their 
previous toys, so the bodhisattva disciplines beings by first making them obtain human and divine 
happiness, then leads them gradually to discover the three Vehicles. This is why the sutra says here that “he 
experiences joy and contentment”. 

* 


5. Sutra. - Sarvasattvaparityagita //yad bodhisattvasya sarvasattvanam paritranata / <2403> 

Do not abandon anyone. - The bodhisattva saves all beings. 

Sastra (p. 414b6). - The bodhisattva who has cultivated well the mind of great compassion 
{mahdkanmdcitta) has sworn to save beings and his resolve is strong. So as not to suffer the scorn of the 
Buddhas and aryas, so as not to forget his obligations to beings, he does not abandon them. The man who 
has promised something to someone and who then does not give it is guilty of deception. For these reasons 
the bodhisattva does not abandon beings. 

* 


6. Sutra. - Mahdkarundyd dmukhibhdvah // yad bodhisattvasyaivam bhavati / ekaikasya sattvasybham 
gahganadfvdlukopamdn kalpdn niraye pacandny anubhaveyam ydvan na sa sattvo buddhajnane 
pratisthdpito bhaved nirvanadhigato vd bhavet / evam ydvat sarvesdm dasadiksattvanam h-te ya utsdho 
‘yam ucyate mahdkarundyd dmukhibhdvah / 
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The entry into great compassion. - The bodhisattva has the following thought: “May I, for each being, for 
periods as numerous as the sands of the Ganges, suffer in hell all the torments, as long as this being will not 
be established in the knowledge of the Buddhas or will not enter into nirvana.” If the bodhisattva extends 
such an effort to all beings of the ten directions, that is his entry into great compassion. 

Sastra (p. 414bl0). - On great compassion ( mahdkarund), see what has been said above (p. 1705- 1717F). 
As the Buddha says here, from the beginning, the bodhisattva makes the following resolve concerning 
beings: “For such and such a person in particular, for innumerable periods, I will suffer in his place the 
torments of hell and I will pursue my effort until 1 have led him to accumulate the qualities ( guna ), to 
become Buddha or to enter into nirvana without residue of conditioning (, nirupadhisesanirvana ).” 

Question. - But there is no way of suffering a punishment in place of another; 353 why then does the 
bodhisattva make such a vow (pranidhdna )? 

Answer. - [Without a doubt], but this bodhisattva has such strong resolve and loves beings so deeply that if 
he had the means of substituting himself for the guilty ones, he would do so without hesitation. 

Moreover, the bodhisattva sees that, among people, there are sacrifices to the gods ( devayajna ) where 
human flesh is used, human blood <2404> and the five human internal organs are offered to the raksasas 
but where substitutions of people are authorized. Then the bodhisattva says: “In the hells there must be 
substitutions of this kind and I am determined to take the place of others there.” Learning that the 
bodhisattva’s great resolve is like that, beings honor him ( gurukurvanti ) and respect him ( satkurvanti ). 
Why? Because the bodhisattva’s concern for beings is so profound that it surpasses even that of a loving 
mother. 


7. Sutra. - Gurusraddhagauravasusrusa //yad bodhisattvasya gurunam antike sastrsamjna / 

Faith, respect and submissiveness to the teachers. - The bodhisattva produces the notion of teacher (i.e., he 
considers his teachers as being the Buddha in person) towards teachers. 

Sastra (p. 414b21). - Because of his teachers, the bodhisattva obtains supreme complete enlightenment: 
why then would he not believe them, respect them, honor them? High as his own knowledge (jndna) and 
qualities (guna) may be, the bodhisattva would not derive great benefit from them if he lacked respect and 
veneration for his teachers. 

The excellent water at the bottom of a well ( udapdna ) cannot be reached without a rope (rajju)', in the same 
way, destroying his pride (mdna) and vanity (stambhacitta), the bodhisattva must be respectful and 
obedient [towards his teachers] so that the great benefits ( mahartha) resulting from his virtues (guna) may 
come to him. The rain (vrsti) that falls does not stay at the top of the mountain (giiyagra), but necessarily 
flows downward; in the same way, if the bodhisattva is prideful and haughty [towards his teachers], the 
water of the Dharma (dhannodaka) does not enter into him. But if he respects good teachers, the qualities 
due to him fall on him. 

353 Because the fruits of action are strictly personal and not communicable: see above, p. 2312F, n. 1. 
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Finally, the Buddha has said that it is necessary to depend on good teachers so that morality ( sila ), 
concentration ( samadhi ), wisdom ( prajnd ) and deliverance ( vimukti ) can increase ( vrddhi)\ in the same way 
that the trees ( vrksa ) that grow on the Himalayas, their roots, trunk, branches, leaves, flowers and fruits are 
in full bloom. This is why the Buddha said that we must honor our teachers as if they were the Buddha in 
person. 

Question. - But if it is a matter of bad teachers, how could one serve them and trust them? It is impossible 
to regard good teachers as the Buddha and all the more difficult to regard bad teachers as the Buddha. 
<2405> Then why does the Buddha here want us to “produce the idea of the Bhagavat toward teachers” 
(gurunam antike sastrsamjnafl 

Answer. -The bodhisattva should not conform to worldly judgments ( lokadhanna ). Those who conform to 
them are attached to the good and turn away from the bad. The bodhisattva does not act in that way. If 
some teachers are able to explain to him the profound meaning ( gambhfrdrtha ) and cut the knot of his 
doubts ( samsayasamdhi ), he sees his benefit (/ 7 /to) there, he honors them wholeheartedly and does not think 
about their defects. If a bad purse ( bhastrikd) is full of jewels ( ratna ), one does not refuse to take the jewels 
under the pretext that the purse is bad; if you are traveling at night on a steep path and some thieves offer 
you a torch ( ulkd), you would not refuse this light under the pretext that the thieves are bad. In the same 
way, the bodhisattva who finds the light of wisdom (prajndprabhd) in his teachers does not care about their 
faults. 

Furthermore, the disciple should say to himself; “My teacher uses the innumerable artifices 
( 1 apramanopaya ) of the Prajnaparamita; I do not know why he affects this fault.” Thus Sci-t’o-po-louen 
(Sadapramdita) heard the voice of the Buddhas of the ten directions say to him from heaven: “Do not think 
about the deficiencies of the Dharma teacher ( dharmabhanako ); always have respect and fear for him.” 35 

Finally, the bodhisattva has the following thought: “That the Dharma teacher likes what is bad is not my 
business; what I desire is only to hear the Dharma and derive benefit from it. A clay or wooden statue, 
without any real qualities, makes one gain immense merit only by evoking the idea of buddha 
( buddhasamjnd); what then should be said about this man capable of preaching the Dharma to people with 
the skillful means of wisdom (prajnopdya )'.? Consequently, although the Dharma teacher may have faults, 
that is not very important.” 

Towards teachers, the bodhisattva produces “the idea of bhagavat” ( bhagavatsamjnd). As I have said 
above, the bodhisattva is different from worldly people. Worldly people make distinctions between beauty 
and ugliness; they like honest people but do not see them <2406> as buddhas; they distrust bad people and 

3,4 Astasahasrika, ed. U. Wogihara, p. 929-930: Atha khalu Sadapraridito bodhisattvah punar api sabdam asrausit ... 
Imds tvayd kulaputranusamsah paritulayamanena dharmabhanake bhiksau sastrsamjnotpadayitavya na ca tvayd 
kulaputra lokamisapratisamyuktaya cittasamtatya dharmabhanako bhiksur anubaddhavyah / dharmarthikena ca tvayd 
dharmagauravena dharmabhanako bhiksur anubaddhavyah / 

Transl. - Then the bodhisattva Sadapramdita heard this voice: “O son of good family, weighing these 
advantages, you should produce the idea of Teacher in regard to all bhiksus preaching the Dhanna. A bhiksu preaching 
the Dharma should not be followed by you for reasons of material order but out of interest and respect for the Dharma.” 
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do not take them into account. The bodhisattva himself is not like that: he contemplates the absolute 
emptiness ( atyantasunyatd) of dharmas which from the very beginning ( mulata eva) are like nirvana 
without residue of conditioning (; nirupadhisesanirvana ); he looks at all beings and sees them as equal to the 
Buddha. All the more reason that he sees as equal to the Buddha the Dharma teachers ( dharmabhdnaka ) 
who possess the advantages of wisdom ( prajna) and who do the work of Buddha (buddhakdiya). 

* 


8. Sutra. - Paramitdsudyogaparyestih // yad bodhisattvasyaikacittena paramitanam 
paryesanatananyakarmataya ime subhute bodhisattvena mahasattvena dvitvyayam bhumau 
vartamanenastau dharmah paripurayitavayah / 

The energetic search for the perfections. - The bodhisattva seeks the perfections attentively, without doing 
anything else. 

These are the eight dharmas to be fulfilled by the bodhisattva-mahasattva who is in the second ground. 

Sastra (p. 414c24). - The bodhisattva has the following thought: “The six perfections are cause and 
condition for supreme complete enlightenment ( anuttard samyaksambodhi). I will cultivate this cause and 
condition attentively ( ekacittena ).” 

Merchants ( vanij ) who diligently search for the goods asked for by the lands through which they travel, 
farmers ( kdrsaka ) who diligently look for the seeds (bya) needed for the soil which they are cultivating, 
cannot fail to succeed in their business. The person who, in the present lifetime, practices generosity 
(ddna ), later obtains great wealth; the person who keeps the discipline ( sila ) later obtains noble [rebirths]; 
the person who practices concentration ( samddhi ) and wisdom (prajna) obtains bodhi. It is the same for the 
bodhisattva: if he practices the six perfections (pdramitd), he succeeds in beoming buddha. 

It is a matter here of ‘energetic search’’ ( udyogapaiyesti ), i.e., of constant attentive and energetic search for 
the six perfections. Why? Because if slackness ( slaksnacitta ) creeps in, one is stifled by the passions (klesa) 
and overcome by Mara. This is why the Buddha says here in the second ground not to relax ‘energetic 
search” (udyogapaiyesti). <2407> 


Bhflmi III 


1. Sutra. - Punar aparam subhute bodhisattvena mahasattvena trtiydm bhumau vartamdnena pancasu 
dharmesu sthdtavyam / katamesu pancasu /yaduta bahusrutye ‘trtpatdydm // tatra karamd bodhisattvasya 
mahdsattvasya bahusrutye ‘trptatd /yat kimcid buddhair bhagavadbhir bhdsitam ihalokadhdtau samantdd 
dasasu diksu lokadhdtusu tat sarvam ddhdrayisydmiti ydtrptatd / iyam bodhisattvasya bahusrutye ‘trptatd / 

Furthermore, O Subhuti, the bodhisattva-mahasattva in the third bhumi should devote himself to five 
dharmas. What are these five? 
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1) An insatiable desire for learning. 

What is this instiable desire for learning in the bodhisattva-mahasattva? - The insatiable desire that makes 
him say: “I will remember everything that has been said by the blessed Buddhas in this universe and 
everywhere in the universes of the ten directions”; this is the insatiable desire for learning in the 
bodhisattva. 

Sastra (p. 415a5). - The bodhisattva knows that learning ( bdhusrutya ) is the cause and condition for 
wisdom ( prajna) and that, possessing this wisdom, he will be able to follow the path ( mdrga ) with 
discernment. Endowed with vision ( caksusmat ), this person travels without any obstacles. This is why the 
bodhisattva makes the wish to remember completely ( antasas ) all the teachings preached by the Buddhas of 
the ten directions. 

He remembers everything by the power of the srutadharadharam, ‘the dharanl of retaining what has been 
heard’, by the power of the very pure divine eye (parisuddha-divyasrotra ) and by the power of the 
asampramosadharam ‘the dharanf of not forgetting’. Just as the great sea collects and retains all the waters 
flowing from the ten directions, so the bodhisattva collects and retains all the teachings preached by the 
Buddhas of the ten directions. 

* 


2. Sutra. - Niramisadharmadanavivaranatayam taya camanyanataya // yad bodhisattvas tena 
dharmadanenanuttaram samyaltsambodhim api na prdtikdnksati prdg evanyartham / 

Choosing the selfless gift of Dharma by preference without deriving any pride. - By way of this gift of Dhanna, the 
bodhisattva does not even wish for supreme perfect enlightenment or any other thing for that matter. 

Sastra (p. 415al 1). - Some bad weeds grow among the grain, but if one eliminates the rye grass, the grain 
flourishes. This is what the bodhisattva does: practicing the gift of the Dharma [in preference] <2408> over 
all the others, he desires neither fame (yasas) nor gain ( labdha ) nor fruit of maturation ( vipdkaphala ) in 
future lives; in the interest of others, he goes even so far as not to seek the nirvana of the Lesser Vehicle 
(hmaydnika nirvana ); he limits himself in his great compassion (mahdkarund) for beings to turning the 
wheel of the Dharma (dharmacakrapravartana) following the Buddhas: this is the specific characteristic of 
generosity of the Dharma. 

* 


3. Sutra. - Buddhaksetraparisodhanatayam taya camanyanataya // sarvakusalamulanam 
buddhaksetraparisodhandya parinamana / 

The purification of the buddha-fields, without deriving pride from it. - Using all the roots of good for the 
purification of the buddha-fields. 

* 
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4. Sutra. - Aparimitasamsdraduhkhdnubhavdparikhedanatdydm tayd camanyanataya // evamvidhaih 
kusalamulair upastabdho yaih sattvdms ca paripdcayati buddhaksetram ca parisodhayati bodhisattva na 
khedam dpadyate ydvan na sarvajnatam paripurayati / 

Sastra (p. 415al5). - For the words buddhaksetraparisodhanatd, aparimitasamsdra-duhkhdnubhavanata, 
hryapatrdpyasthdnatd [appearing in items 3, 4 and 5 of bhiimi III], aranya-vdsdparitydgitd, alpecchatd and 
samtusti [appearing in items 1, 2 and 3 of bhiimi IV], see what has been said above. 

Question. - There are many reasons why the bodhisattva “does not tire” ( na khedam dpadyate) of dwelling 
in samsara; why then does the siitra mention only two, [namely, his desires to ripen beings 
(sattvaparipdcana) and to purify his buddha-field ( buddhaksetra-parisodhana )]? 

Answer. - When the bodhisattva “dependent on his roots of good” ( kusalamulair upasthabdhah) dwells in 
samsara, his sufferings and torments are diminished ( tanubhuta ); he is like a wounded man ( vranin ) who 
has been given a good medicine ( bhaisajya ) and whose sufferings are thus decreased notably. 

The bodhisattva has acquired roots of good so pure (parisuddha ) that the sadness ( daurmansaya ), 
jealousies ( frsyd), malicious thoughts ( dustacitta ) of the present existence are eliminated for him. <2409> 
When he assumes a new existence (dtmabhdvam ddaddti), he gathers the fruits of retribution ( vipdkaphala) 
of his roots of good, he himself enjoys happiness, works in many ways for the benefit (hita) of beings and 
“purifies his own buddha-field” (buddhaksetram parisodhayati) as he wishes (yatheccham). The splendor 
of the [Buddha] universes surpasses that of the divine palaces ( devavimdna ); one never tires of 
contemplating them. They soothe the minds of the great bodhisattvas and, even more so, those of worldly 
people. This is why even though the bodhisattva has many reasons [for remaining in samsara], the siitra 
mentions only these two here. 

* 


5. Sutra. - Hryapatrdpyasthdnatdydm tayd camanyanataya // yd sarvasrdvakapratyeka- 
buddhacittajugupsanatd / esu subhute pancadharmesu bodhisattvena mahdsattvena trtiydydm bhumau 
vartamdnena sthdtavyam // 

Settling into shame, but without deriving any pride from it. - The repulsion [that the bodhisattva should 
feel] for the state of mind of the sravaka and the pratyekabuddha. 

The bodhisattva-mahasattva in the third ground, O Subhuti, should hold to these five dharmas. 

Sastra (p. 415a25). - There are several types of shame ( hryapatrdpya ): 55 here it is a matter of repulsion 
(jugupsanatd) for the state of mind of the sravaka and prateykabuddha. The bodhisattva has made the 
resolution to save all beings in general. If, [like the sravakas] he accepted only a little suffering or, [like the 


355 The meaning of hri and apatrapya, two mental events of broad meaning ( mahabhumika) are discussed in Kosa, II, 
p. 170-173. 
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pratyekabuddhas], he wanted to go alone to nirvana, this would be shameful on his part. If, after having 
prepared a feast and invited a crowd of people, a man was seized by an attack of miserliness ( mdtsarya ) 
and started to eat alone, that would be shameful. 


Bhfimi IV 

1. Sutra. - Punar aparam subhute bodhisattvena mahasattvena caturthyam bhumau vartamanena 
dasadharmdn samadaya vartitavyam tena ca na parityaktavydh / katame dasa /yadutaranyavasaprityagita 
/ tatra katamd bodhisattvasydranyavdsdparitydgitd /yd sarvasravakapratyekabuddhabhumer atikramanatd 
/ iyam bodhisattvasydranya vdsdparitydgitd / <2410> 

Furthermore, O Subhuti, the bodhisattva-mahasattva in the fourth bhumi should take up the ten dharmas 
and never give them up. What are these ten? 

1) Never giving up living in the forest. 

In the bodhisattva, what is this faithfulness to staying in the forest? - Bypassing the stage of all the 
sravakas and pratyekabuddhas is not renouncing the stay in the forest. 

Sastra (p. 415a29). - “Staying in the forest” (aranyavdsa) is staying away from crowds and dwelling 
alone. For the bodhisattva, bypassing the sravaka and pratyekabuddha stage is staying away from crowds. 

* 

2. Sutra. - Alpecchatd //yad bodhisattvo ‘nuttaram samyaksambodhim api necchatiprdg evanyartham / 

Little desire. - The bodhisattva does not even desire supreme complete enlightenment and, still less, any 
other thing. 

Sastra (p. 415b2) - By virture of the emptiness consisting of the non-apprehension of dharmas 
( sarvadharmanam anupalabhasunyatd), the bodhisattva does not seize any characteristic marks (na 
nimittany udgrhndti) and does not become attached to them. It is the same up to anuttara samyaksambodhi: 
he practices detachment of mind (nihsangacitta). 

* 

3. Sutra. - Samtustih //yah sarvdkdrajnatdydhpratilambhah / 

Satsifaction. - The acquiring of the knowledge of all the aspects. 


356 The fifteenth emptiness, p. 2145F. 
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Sastra (p. 415b4). - The bodhisattva who always accumulates the qualities ( guna ) without ever getting 
tired is “satisfied” ( samtusta ) when he has attained supreme enlightenment ( anuttard bodhi ), for there is no 
dharma superior to it. 07 

As for satisfaction ( samtusti ) in regard to food, clothing, beds, seats ( pindapatavvvara-sayanasana ), etc., it 
is a cause and condition of good dharmas, but, as it does not consider it to be important, the sutra does not 
speak of it here. 

* 

4. Sutra. - Dhutagunanutsarjanata //yd gambhiresu dharmesu nidhyanaksantih / <2411> 

Not neglecting the ascetic rules. - Patience in meditating on the profound teachings. 

Sastra (p. 415b7). - In a following chapter, the Kiue-mo p’in (Maravabodhaparivarta), 358 we will speak 
about the acquiescence that dharmas do not arise ( anutapattikadharmaksdnti ). In the present passage, the 
sutra, by dhuta, means this anutpattikadharmaksanti. During the course of the preparatory convictions 
(anulomiki ksdnti ), 59 the bodhisattva contemplates the anutpattikadharmaksanti. The twelve dhutas 
produce purity of morality (silaparisuddhi), purity of morality produces concentration ( samddhi ), and 
concentration produces wisdom (prajhd ). But true wisdom is anutpattikadharmaksanti. Therefore 
anutpattikadharmaksanti is the fruit of maturation ( vipdkaphala ) of the dhutas. [Actually, here the sutra 
metaphorically is designating the effect by the cause ( kdiye kdranopacdrdt). 360 

* 

5. Sutra. - Siksdyd aparitydgitd //yah sarvasiksdndm apracdrah / 

The non-abandoning of the moral dictates. - This is the non-observance of all the moral regulations. 

Sastra (p. 415bl2). - The bodhisattva who understands the true nature of dharmas ( dharmdndm dharmatd) 
sees neither morality (sila) nor immorality ( dauhsTlya). 361 Although, for many reasons he does not violate 


357 Only arrival at abhisambodhi is fully satisfying to the bodhisattva. The sravaka, on the other hand, is content with 
modest material advantages: Samyutta, II, p. 208; Anguttara, II, p. 27. 

358 Chapter of the Pancavimsati entitled Kieu-mo p’in in T 221, k. 10, p. 72c-74b; Mo-che p 'in (Marakarmaparivarta) 
in T 223, k. 13, p. 318b-320b. - Compare the Mdrakarmaparivarta of the Astasahasrika, ed. U. Wogihara, p. 771-784. 

359 Acquiescences favoring the seeing of the noble truths (cf. Divya, p. 80,1. 1: satyanulomdh ksantayah) and being 
part of the four roots of good leading to penetration of the truth ( kusalamula nirvedhabhdgiya): cf. Kosa, VI, p. 163- 
167. 

360 For the expression kdiye kdranopacdrdt, see above, p. 1932F, n. 1. Not neglecting the ascetic rules is not neglecting 
the anutpattikadharmaksanti resulting from the long-tenn observation of these rules. 

361 By means of the Prajnaparamita, the bodhisattva penetrates the true nature of things (dharmdndm dharmatd), 
namely, the absence of any nature; by means of the sllaparamita, he makes no distinction between wrongdoing (dpatti) 
and its opposite ( andpatti): cf. p. 770F, 861F). In no way does it follow that he violates morality. 
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morality, what is important for him is to cross through the gate-of-deliverance called emptiness 
(, sunyatdvimoksamukha). 362 

* 

6. Sutra. - Kamagunajugupsanata // yah kamacittasyanutpadah / 

Disgust for the [five] objects of desire. - Not producing even the idea of desire. <2412> 

Sastra (p. 415b 15). - See above. Here the Buddha would say: When one knows that the nature of the mind 
(i cittalaksana ) is deceptive and unreal, one no longer produces even the idea of desire ( kdmacitta ) and all 
the more so, one no longer experiences the [five] objects of desire ( kdmaguna ). 

* 

7. Sutra. - Lokanirvedacittotpadah //yah sarvadharmanam anabhisamskarah / 

Sastra (p. 415b 17). - See what has been said above (p. 1457F and following) about the notion of 
displeasure in regard to the world ( sarvaloke ‘nabhiratisamjna). Here the Buddha wants to talk about the 
fruit of maturation ( vipdkaphala ) resulting from disgust for the wotld ( lokanii~veda ), namely, the gate-of- 
deliverance called wishlessness (apranihitavimoksasamukha). 

* 

8. Sutra. - Sarvdstiparitydgitd // yddydtmikabdhydndm dharmanam agrahanatd / 

The rejection of “everything exists”. Not holding either inner dharmas or outer dhrmas. 364 
Sastra (p. 45bl8). See above (p. 2044). 

* 

9. Sutra. - Anavalmacittatd // yad dvividhasu vijndnasthitisu bodhisattvasya cittam na tisthati / 

The mind without dullness. - The bodhisattva’s mind does not remain on duality levels of consciousness. 

Sastra (p. 415b 19). - We have already spoken about this above several times. The bodhisattva is informed 
about the nature of this non-slackening (anavalinata) and this absence of fear ( abhaya ) and “does not 
remain (pou tchou, na tisthati ) on twofold levels of cosciousness ( vijndnasthiti ).” On these twofold planes 
of consciousness, in the sense that he does not produce <2413> visual consciousness ( caksurvijndna ) in 
regard to the eye ( caksus ) and visibles ( rupa ), and so on up to: in regard to the mind ( manas ) and dharmas, 
he does not produce mental consciousness (manovijnana). The bodhisattva remains ( tisthati ) in the non¬ 
duality (i advayamukha ) [of subject and object]. Determining that the objects (jneya ) of the six 
consciousnesses (sadvijndna) are false and deceptive, he makes the great vow to lead beings to remain in 
non-duality and to become separated from the six consciousnesses. 

362 Seep. 1216F. 

363 Seep. 1219F. 

364 Already in the canonical sources, the expression sarvam asti concerns the twelve ayatanas, six inner and six outer: 
Samyutta, IV, p. 15. The first three emptinesses (cf. p. 2044F) counteract them. 
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10. Sutra. - Sai'vavastvanapeksata // ya sarvavastunam amanasikarata // ime subhute dasadharma 
bodhisattvena mahasattvena caturthyam bhumau vartamanena na parityaktavyah / 

Disdain for everything. - The bodhisattva does not think about anything. 

These ten dharmas must not be abandonded by the bodhisattva-mahasattva in the fourth ground. 

Sastra (p. 415b24). - There are many reasons for this disdain for everything, but here the main one is that 
the bodhisattva, knowing the absolute emptiness (atyantasunyata) 365 of all dharmas, no longer thinks about 
these dharmas and eliminates any grasping at characteristics ( sarvanimittograhana ). This is why he does 
not expect any gratitude ( b-tajhatd ) from those who are indebted to him ( pratigrahaka ) and does not feel 
any pride ( mdna ) in his own generosity. In this way he completely fulfills the pure perfection of generosity 
(parisuddha danaparamita). 

Bhfimi V 

1. Sutra. - Punar aparam subhute bodhisattvena mahasattvena pahcamydm bhumau vartamanena 
dvddasadharmdh parivarjayitavyah / katame dvadasa / grhisamstavah parivarjayitavyah // tatra katamd 
bodhisatvasya grhisamstavaparivarjanata / yaduta bodhisattvasya pravrajitanmesu buddhaksetrdd 
buddhaksetram samkramanatdbhiksnanihkramanata mundata kdsdyavastraprdvaranatd / iyam 
bodhisattvasya grhisamstavaparivarjanata / 

Furthermore, O Subhuti, the bodhisattva-mahasattva in the fifth bhumi must avoid twelve dharmas. What 
are these twelve? 

1) Avoiding the company of lay people. 

In his monastic existences, the bodhisattva passes from buddha-field to buddha-field, each time goes forth 
from home, shaves his head and puts on the ochre robe: this is his way of avoiding the company of lay 
people. <2414> 

Sastra (p. 415b29). - In order to embtrace the path ( mdrga ), the yogin goes forth from home ( pravrajati ). 
If he continued to keep company with lay people ( grhin ), nothing would be changed in his former way of 
life; this is why the yogin first seeks to save himself and then to save others. If he wanted to save others 
before saving himself, he would be like the man who, not knowing how to swim, wants to save a drowning 
person; he would be swept away along with the drowning person. 

By avoiding being with lay perople, the bodhisattva is able to accumulate the pure qualities 
(parisuddhaguna ). Recollecting the Buddha intensely, he transforms his body, goes into the buddha-fields, 
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leaves home, shaves his head and puts on the yellow robe ( kasayvastra ). Why? Because he always takes 
pleasure in the monastic condition and abhors meeting with lay people. 

* 

2. Sutra. - BhiksunTsamstavah parivarjayitavyah // yad bhiksunyd sardham acchatdsamghdtamatram api 
na tisthati na ca tannidanam paritarsanacittam utpddayati / 

Avoiding the company of nuns. - The bodhisattva does not stay near a nun even for as little time as a 
fingersnap, and he does not bemoan the fact. 

Sastra (p. 415c6). - See the first chapter. 

Question. - The bodhisattva considers all beings with equanimity (samdcittatd); why does he not stay [near 
a nun]? 

Answer. - This bodhisattva is not yet non-regressing ( avaivartika ) and has not yet destroyed all the 
impurities (, ksmasrava ), but he has already accumulated qualities ( guna ) and is loved by men. This is why 
he does not stay near women. 

Besides, he wants to avoid being slandered, for whoever slanders him would fall into hell. 366 

* 

3. Sutra. - Parakulamatsaryam parivarjayitavyam // iha bodhisattvenaivam cittam utpddayitavyam / yan 
mayd sattvanam sukhopadhanam kartavyam tad ete sattvd mam tasmai sukhopadhdndyopakurvanti natra 
mayd matsaryacittam utpddayitavyam / 

Avoiding being envious of others’ families. - The bodhisattva should make the following 
reflection: “I must make others happy and if those people help me in making this happiness, I do not have 
to feel jealous.” <2415> 

Sastra (p. 415cl 1). - The bodhisattva makes the following reflection: “I have left my own family ( kula ) 
without greed or regret; why would 1 have greed and envy towards the families of others? It is a rule for the 
bodhisattvas to lead all beings to find happiness; why feel greed and envy for them? Because of merits 
( punya ) from their previous lives, these beings are enjoying some comfort in the present lifetime and thus 
are making offerings to me; why would I be jealous of them and envy them?” 

* 

4. Sutra. - Samganikasthanam parivarjayitavyam // yatra srdvakapratyekabuddhd bhaveyus 
tatpratisamyuktd vd cittotpddd utpadyeran tatra bodhisattavena na sthdtavyam / 

Avoiding meeting places. - The bodhisattva should not go to meeting places where there are sravakas or 
pratyekabuddhas and where comments would be made about them. 

Sastra (p. 415cl5). - These useless conversations are idle speech (sambhinnapraldpa ) intended to dissipate 
sadness (soka ) in one’s own mind and in that of others. They tell stories about palaces or thieves, they 

366 Thus Kokalika fell into hell for having slandered Sariputra and Maudgalyayana: cf. p. 806-813F 
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speak about the sea or the mountains, trees, plants, jewels, foreign kingdoms or other similar things. These 
conversations are of no use to merits ( punya ), of no use to bodhi. 

The bodhisattva has pity for beings who have fallen into the fire of impermanence ( anityatd): “I want to 
save them,” he says. “How would I sit calmly chatting idly about useless things? In the case of a fire, 
people rush about; how would I remain inwardly calm holding forth on something else?” 

Here the Buddha is saying that talking about things concerning the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas is already 
a uselss conversation; what then could be said of talking about something [even more useless]? 

* 

5. Sutra. - Vydpddah parivarjayitavyah // yad vydpddacittasya vihimsacittasya vigrahacittasya vavakasam 
na daddti / 

Avoiding maliciousness. - He does not give free rein to the mind of malice, to the mind of harmfulness, to 
the mind of hostility. 

Sastra (p. 415c23). - In the mind there first arises a feeling of maliciousness ( vydpdda ) which is as yet 
vague ( aniyata ). The maliciousness increases, becomes specific, and then one strikes with a stick ( danda ) 
or an axe <2416> ( kuthdra ): this is a feeling of harmfulness ( vihimsdcitta ). Insult (pdrusyavdda ) and gossip 
( paisunyavdda ) are feelings of quarrelsomeness ( kalahacitta ). Killing, torture, the stick and fetters come 
from a feeling of hostility ( vigrahacitta ). 

In his great loving-kindness ( mahdmaitri ) and great compassion ( mahdkanmd) for beings, the bodhisattva 
does not experience these feelings; he always curbs these bad thoughts and prevents them from having 
access ( avakdsa ). 

* 

7. Sutra. - Parapamsanamparivarjayitavyam // yaduta bdhydndm dharmanam asamanupasyanatd / 
Avoiding exaltation of the self. - Not taking extreme dharmas into consideration. 

Sastra (p. 415c27). - The bodhisattva sees neither inner nor outer dharmas, namely the five aggregates 
( pancaskandha ) assumed ( updtta ) to be ‘me’ and the five aggregates not assumed ( anupdtta ) to be ‘me’. 

* 

8. Sutra. - Dasakusalakarmapathdh parivarjayitvyah // tathd hy ete dasakusalakannapathd 
dryasydstdngikasya margasyantardyakarah prdg evdnuttardydh samyaksambodlieh / 

Avoiding the ten bad paths of action. - Actually, these ten bad paths of action are an obstacle to the noble 
eightfold path and even more so more to supreme complete enlightenment. 

Sastra (p. 415c29). - In these ten bad paths of action, the bodhisattva sees multiple causes and conditions 
of wrong-doings (dpatti ), as has been said above. 

In the present passage, the Buddha makes it known that the ten bad paths of actions already destroy the 
Lesser Vehicle ( hmaydna ) and all the more so the Greater Vehicle ( mahdydna ). <2417> 
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* 

9. Sutra. - Adhimdnah parivarjayitavyah // tatha hi bodhisattvo na kamcid dharmam samanupasyati kutah 
punar adhikam yenddhimanyeta / 

Avoiding great pride. - Actually the bodhisattva does not see any dharma and still less a superior dharma in 
which he could take pride. 

Sastra (p. 416a2). - The bodhisattva who cultivates the eighteen emptinesses (sunyata) does not see a 
definite mark of big or small in any dharma. 

* 

10. Sutra. - Stambhah parivarjayitavyah // tatlia hi bodhisattvas tad vastu na samanupasyati yatrdsya 
stambha utpadyeta / 

Avoiding arrogance. - Actually the bodhisattva does not see anything on which arrogance could arise. 

Sastra (p. 416a3). - For the bodhisattva has eradicated the roots of the sevenfold pride 
( saptavidhamana) 367 and loves good dharmas deeply. 

* 

11. Sutra. - Vipaiydsdh parivarjayitavyah // vipaydsavastundm anupalabdhitdm updddya / 

Avoiding mistakes. - By means of the non-apprehendoing of mistakes. 368 

Sastra (p. 416a4). - Because in all dharmas there is nothing that is eternal ( nitya ), happy ( sukha ), pure 
(suci), personal (dtman ). 

* 

12. Sutra. - Ragadvesamohah parivarjayitavyah / tatha hi rdgadvesamohdndm vastu na samanupasyati // 

ime subhute dvddasadharmd bodhisattvena mahdsattvena pancamydm bhumau vartamdnena 
parivarjayitavyah / 

Avoiding desire, hatred and delusion. - Actually, he sees nothing that could be the object of desire, hatred 
or delusion. 

These are, O Subhiiti, the twelve dharmas to be avoided by the bodhisattva-mahasattva in the fifth ground. 
<2418> 

Sastra (p. 416a5). - On the meaning of the triple poison ( visatraya ), see what has been said above. 
Moreover, the objects (dlambana ) of the three poisons have no fixed nature ( niyatalaksana ). 


367 The seven minds of pride ( mcina ) and listed or defined in Samyutta, T 99, k. 7, p. 49al0-l 1; Ekottara, T 125, k. 38, 
p. 760a29 (whereas the Anguttara, III, p. 430 lists six); Vibhanga, p. 383; Kosa, V, p. 26-27’ Kosabhasya, p. 284-285. 

368 The four objects of error ( viparyasa ) are the body, feeling, the mind and dharmas (cf. p. 1150F). Not grasping them 
is to eliminate belief in the individual ( satkayadrsti) by this means. 
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Bhfimi VI 


Sutra. - Punar aparam subhute bodhisattvena mahasattvena sasthyam bhumau vartamanena sad dharmah 
paripurayitavyah / katame sat / yaduta sat pdramitdh paripurayitavah // tathd hy dsn satsu paramitasu 
sthitvd buddhd bhagavantah srdvakapratyekabuddhds ca pdramgatdh / 

Apare sad dharmah parivarjayitavyah /yad uta 

1) srdvakaprateykabuddhacittam parivarjayitavyam // yad bodhisattvasyaivam bhavati / yad 
srdvakapratyekabuddhacittam naisa margo ‘nuttarayai samyaksambodhaye / 

2) ddne paritarsanacittam parivarjayitavyam // tata tasyaivam bhavati / naisa margo ‘nittardyai 
samyaksambodhaye / 

3) ydcanakam drstvd ndvalmacittam utpddayitavyam // tat tasyaivam bhavati ‘ naisa margo ‘nuttarai 
samyaksambodhaye / 

4) sarvavastuni parityajydni // bodhisattvena prathamacittotpddam updddya ddnam dadatd tad deyam tan 
na deyam iti na vaktavyam / 

5) sarvavastuni parityajya na daurmanasyacittam utpddayitavyam // maitrikarunabalam updddya/ 

6) na gambhiresu dharmesu vicikitsdcittam utpdddyotavyam // sraddhdgimabalam updddya / ime subhute 
sad dharmd bodhisattvena mahasattvena sasthyam bhumau vartamanena paripurayayitavydh / apare sad 
dharmah parivarjayitavyah / 

Furthermore, O Subhuti, the bodhisattva-mahasattva in the sixth ground should completely fufill six 
dharmas. What are these six? They are the six perfections. - Indeed, it is by keeping these six perfections 
that the blessed Buddha, the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas have reached the other shore. 

Six other dharmas are to be avoided, namely: 

1) The bodhisattva should avoid thinking like the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas. - The bodhisattva says to 
himself that the way of thinking of the sravaka and the pratyekabuddha is not the path that leads to supreme 
complete enlightenment. 

2) By giving, he must avoid any sadness. - He says to himself that actually this is not the path that leads to 
supreme complete enlightenment. 

3) Seeing a beggar, he must avoid any discouragement. - He actually says that this is not the path that leads 
to supreme complete enlightenment. <2419> 

4) He must abandon all his possessions [without distinction]. - Practicing generosity since his first 
production of the mind of bodhi, the bodhisattva should not say: “This may be given away; that may not be 
given away”. 

5) After having given away all his possessions, he must not feel any regret. He does this by the power of his 
loving-kindness and compassion. 
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6) He must not have any doubt about the profound teachings. - This due to the quality of his faith. 

These, O Subhuti, are the six dharmas which the bodhisattva-mahasattva must fulfill when he is on the 
sixth ground, and the other six dharmas that he should avoid. 

Sastra (p. 416a6). - For the six perfedtions ( paramita), see above (chapters XVII-XXX). Here the Buddha 
specifies the six perfections by which the adepts of the three Vehicles all reach othe other shore (para). 369 

Question. - But the present chapter deals with the grounds of the bodhisattva; why then does it speak of the 
sravaka and pratyekabuddha attaining the other shore? 

Answer. - Here the Buddha is speaking of the great power held by the six perfections. The Mahayana in its 
system contains the whole Hlnyana, but the Hlnayana does not contain the whole Mahayana. Here the 
bodhisattva in the sixth ground completely fulfills (paripurayati ) the six perfections. He sees the emptiness 
of all dharmas (sarvadharmasiinyatd), but, as he does not yet have the power of skillful means (updyabala), 
he risks falling back into the rank of sravaka and pratyekabuddha. And so the Buddha, to protect him, 
orders him here “to avoid the manner of thinking of the sravakas and pratyhekabuddhas.” 

This bodhisattva thinks about beings profoundly, feels great compassion for them (mahdkarundcitta) and 
understands the absolute emptiness (atyantasunyatd) 310 of all dharmas. When he gives, he saves nothing; 
when he sees a beggar, he has neither anger (krodha) nor sadness ( daurmanasya ); after having given, he 
feels no regret. Since his merits are great, the power of his faith (sraddhdbala) <2420 is great as well. In 
his profound pure faith, he venerates all the Buddhas and completely fulfills (paripurayati ) the six 
perfections. 

Although he has not yet acquired [skill] in means (upayakausalya), or the conviction that dharmas do not 
arise (anutpattikadharmaksdnti), or the concentration [of the visualization of the Buddhas] of the present 
(pratyutpannasamddhi ), he feels no doubt (vicikitsd) about the profound Dharma ( gambhiradharma ). 371 He 
makes the following reflection: “All teachings (upadesa) have faults (dosa)\ only the wisdom of the 
Buddhas (buddhaprajna) destroys the futile proliferation (prapanca) and has no lapses ( vaikalya ).” And so, 
thanks to skillful means (updya), he cultivates the good dharmas (kusaladhanna) and this is why he does 
not doubt. 


369 The Satasasrika, p. 1465,1. 14-17 is more detailed: Tatha hy dsu satsu pdramitdsu sthitvd buddhd bhagavantah 
sravakapratyekabuddhas ca pancavidhasya jneyarnavasya pdrangcitd gacchanti gamisyanti ca /katamasya 
panca.vidha.sya /yadutatitasyanagatasya pratyutpannasyavaktavyasydsamskrtasya / Actually, by keeping these six 
perfections, the blessed Buddha, the sravakas and the pratyekabuddhas attain and will attain the other shore of the 
fivefold ocean of the knowable, namely, the past, the future the present, the unspeakable and the unconditioned. 

This is the pancavidham jneyam , five categories of things capable of being known: cf. Kosa, IX, p. 237; 
Kosabhasya, p. 463,1. 1. 

370 Ninth emptiness, p. 2085F. 

371 Upayakausalya and complete anutpattikadharmaksdnti are acquired in the seventh and eighth grounds repectively. 
The bodhisattva of the sixth ground does not yet possess them, but he uses the prajndparamita by virtue of which he 
has no doubts about the profound teachings related to emptiness. 
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Bhflmi VII 


Sutra. - Punr aparam subhute bodhisattvena mahasattvena saptamyam bhumau vartamanena 
vimsatidharma na kartavydh / 

1) dtmagrdho na kartavyah // tathd hy atyantatayatma na samvidyate / 

2) sattvagrdho na kartavyah / 

3) jivagraho na kartavyah / 

4) pudgalagrdlio ydvaj jhdnipasyakagrdho na kartavyah // tathd hy ete dliarmd atyantatayd na 
samvidyante / 

5) ucchedagrdho na kartavyah // tathd hi na kascid dharma ncchidyate ‘tvantataydnutpannatvdt 
sarvadharmdndm / 

6) sdsvatagrdho na kartavyah // tathd hi yo dharmo notpadyate sa na sdsvato bhavati/ 

7) nimittasamjhd na kartavyd // tathd hy atyantatayd samkleso na sam viyate / 

8) hetudrstir na kartavyd / tathd hi sa tdm drstim na samanupsyati / 

9) ndmarupdbhiniveso na kartavyah / tathd hi ndmarupam vastulaksanena na samvidyate / 

10) pahcaskandhabhiniveso na kartavyah / 

11) astddasadhdtvabhiniveso na kartavyah / 

12) dvadasdyatandbhiniveso na kartavyah // tathd ho te dharmdh svabhdvena na samvidyante / 

13) traidhdtuke ‘bhiniveso na kartavyah // 

14) tradlidtuke pratisthdnam na kartavyam / 

15) traidhdtuke 'dhyavasdnam na kartavyam / 

16) traidhdtuka dlayo na kartavyah // tathd hi sarvadharmdh svabhdvena na samvidyante / 

17) buddhanisrayadrstyabhiniveso na kartavyah // tathd hi na buddhadrsitinisraydd 
buddhadharsanam utpadyate / 

18) dharmanisrayadrstyabhiniveso na kartavyah // dharmasyddrstatvdt / 

19) samghanisrayadrstyabhiniveso na kartavyah //samghanimittasydsamskrtatvdd anisrayatvdc ca / 

20) silanisrayadrstyabhimiveso na karftavyah // dpattyandpattitdm anabhinivesdt / ime vimsatidharma 
na kartavydh / 

Moreover, O Subhiiti, the bodhisattva-mahasattva in the seventh ground must avoid twenty things. 

1) Avoid belief in a self. - Actually, the self does not exist at all. 
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2) Avoid belief in existence. 

3) Avoid belief in the living being. 

4) Avoid belief in the individual, etc., on the subject of who is knowing, who is seeing. - Actually, these 
dharmas do not exist at all. 

5) Avoid belief in extinction. - Actually, no dharma is extinguished since all dharmas are absolutely 
unborn. 

6) Avoid belief in anything eternal. - Actually, a dharma that is unborn is not eternal. 

7) Reject the notion of characteristic mark. - Actually, purification [like defilement] does not exist at all. 

8) Reject the view of causes. - Actually, the bodhisattva does not consider this view to be correct. 

9) Not to be attached to name and form - Actually, name and form do not really exist. 

10) Not to be attached to the five aggregates. 

11) Not to be attached to the eighteen elements. 

12) Not to be attached to the twelve bases of consciousness. - Actually, these dharmas do not exist as 
inherent nature. 

13) Not to be attached to the triple world. 

14) Not to take it as a foundation. 

15) Not to take it as a term. 

16) Not to take it as a home. - Actually, dharmas do not exist as inherent nature. 

17) Not to be attached to the view of resorting to the Buddha. - Actually, the [true] seeing of the Buddha 
does not come from this view. <2422> 

18) Not to be attached to the view of resorting to the Dharma. - For the Dharma is invisible. 

19) Not to be attached to the view of resorting to the samgha. - For the samgha is unconditioned in itself 
and does not constitute a support. 

20) Not to be attached to the view of resorting to [high] disciplines. - For the bodhisattva is not attached to 
[distinguishing arbitrarily] between guilt and innocence. 

These are the twenty things to be avoided. 


Sastra (p. 417a25). - There are twenty things, the atman, etc., to which the bodhisattva is not attached 
(nabhinivisate) because they do not exist. The reasons they do not exist have been explained above in many 
ways. 

The views ( drsti ) about the atman, the subject that knows and the subject that sees (numbers 1 to 4), as well 
as the views about the Buddha and the samgha (numbers 17 and 19) are derived from the emptiness of 
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beings ( sattvasunyatd) and cannot be accepted. All the others, from the view of extinction and of eternity 
(numbers 5 and 6) up to the view about the disciplines (number 20) cannot be accepted because of the 
emptiness of phenomena {dharmasunyata). 72 

Question. - The other views are well-known, but what is the view of causes (number 8)? 

Answer. - All conditiond dharmas ( samskrtadharma ) are cause ( hetu ) and fruit ( phala ) in turn. But the 
mind, being attached to these dharmas and grasping at their characteristics ( nimittodgrahana ), gives rise to 
the wrong view here called ‘view of causes’ (, hetudrsti ); thus for example, one speaks of fruit without 
cause, or one claims that cause and fruit are identical, different, etc. 373 

* 


1. Sutra. - Tena vimsatir eva dharmah paripurayitavyah / katame vimsatir /yad uta Sunyataparipurita // 
svalaksanasunyatdparipurih / 

This bodhisattva [of the seventh ground] must completely fulfill <2423> twenty things. What are they? 
Completely fulfilling emptiness. - This is completely fulfilling the emptiness of specific characteristics. 

Sastra (p. 417b2). - The bodhisattva who practices the eighteen emptinesses completely “completely 
fulfills emptiness” (sunyatam paripurayati). Moreover, practicing the two kinds of emptiness, the 
emptiness of beings ( sattvasunyatd) and the emptiness of phenomena (dharmasunyata ), is “to completely 
fulfill emptiness”. Finally, the bodhisattva who practices the absolute emptiness ( atyantasunyatd ) 374 but is 
not attached to it (ndbhinivisate) “completely fulfills emptiness”. 

Question. - If that is so, why does the Buddha not speak about the emptiness of specific characteristics 

(svalaksanasunyata) here? 375 

Answer. - Because the three kinds of emptiness of which we have just spoken are the emptiness of specific 
characteristics. 

When he was in the sixth ground, thanks to his merits ( punya ), the bodhisattva had keen faculties 
( tiksnendriya ) and, by means of these keen faculties, he still distinguished dharmas and grasped their 
characteristics: that is why, now that he is in the seventh ground, the emptiness of specific characteristics 
constitutes for him “the fullness of emptiness” ( sunyataparipuri ). 

373 Items 17 to 20 are a subtle ciriticism against the noble disciple inspired by faith in regard to the Buddha, the 
Dharma and the Samgha and endowed with disciplines dear to the saints (atyasravako buddhe dharme satnghe 
'vetyaprasadena samanvagatah, aryakantaih silaih samanvaghatah ); SamyuttaJV, p. 272-273; V, p. 364; Anguttara, 

IV, p. 406-407; V, p. 183; Avadanasataka, II, p. 92,1. 6-8; Kosa, VI, p. 292-294. - The avetyaprasada is defined in 
Kosabhasya, p. 387,1. 9: yathabhutam satyany avabudhya sampratyayah, the faith following upon correct 
understanding of the truths. 

373 The problem of causality has been hilly discussed above, p. 2170-81F. 

374 Ninth emptiness, p. 2085F. 

375 Thirteenth emptiness, p. 212IF. 
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Sometimes the bodhisattva sets out the emptiness of the conditioned (samskarasunyata) and the emptiness 
of the unconditioned ( asamskrtasunyata) as being the “fullness of emptiness”; sometimes he propounds the 
emptiness consisting of non-perception (, anupalambhasunyata) as being the “fullness of enmptiness”. 

* 

2. Sutra. —Animittasdksdtkriya //yaduta sarvanimittanam amanasikarah / 

Attesting to signlessness. That is to say, not thinking about any mark. 

Sastra (p. 417b 11). - Signlessness (animitta) is nirvana. It can be vouched for ( sdksdtb'ta ), but it cannot be 
meditated on ( bhdvita ). Since it cannot be meditated on, one cannot pretend to know it; since it is immense 
(, aprameya ), infinite ( ananta ) and unimaginable, one cannot claim to fulfill it completely. 

* 

3. Sutra. - Apranihitajnanam //yat traidhdtuke cittam napravartate / <2424> 

Knowing what does not deserve to be thought about. - The fact that the bodhisattva’s mind does not 
function in regard to the triple world. 

Sastra (p. 417b 13). - The three things [sunyata, animitta and apranihita], although they are penetrations, 
are knowledges ( jnana ); but here the sutra brings up a modification for the first two and, [in place of calling 
them knowledges (jnana)], calls them [‘fullness’ (paripurita) and ‘attestation’ ( sdksdtkdra ) respectively]. 
Here apranihita is the only one to be called ‘knowledge’ (jnana). 

Above (p. 1216-1232F) I spoke about the three gates of deliverance (vimoksamukha); I will not repeat it 
here. 376 

* 

4. Sutra. - Trimandalaparisuddhih //yaduta dasakusalakarmapathaparisuddhih / 

Purifying the three groups completely. - That is to say, purifying entirely the ten good paths of action. 

Sastra (p. 417bl5). - The “three groups” (trimandala) are the ten good paths of action 
( dasakusalakarmapatha ); the first three are physical (kdyika), the next four are vocal (vdcika) and the last 
three are mental (caitasika). 

It is a matter of “purifying them completely” (parisuddhi). In some people, the physical acts are pure and 
the vocal acts impure; in others, the vocal acts are pure and the physical acts are impure; in others still, the 
physical and vocal acts are pure and the mental acts impure; in yet others, the three kinds of acts are pure 
but they have not rejected the prejudices (abhinivesa) about them. 

Here in the bodhisattva [of the seventh ground], the three kinds of action are pure and he has rejected 
prejudices about them. This is why it is said that “he has purified the three groups”. 

* 


376 In the TaishB edition, this phrase appears in line 16 of p. 417b while it ought to appear in line 15 of the same page. 
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5. Sutra. - Sai'vasattvesu krpakarunyaparipaurih //yaduta mahakarunapratilanhah / 

Completely fulfilling pity and compassion towards beings. - And he does this by taking possession of great 
compassion. 

Sastra (p. 417b21). - There are three kinds of compassion ( karuna); i) that which has beings as object 
(sattvdlambana ), ii) that which has <2425> things as object ( dhanndlambana ), Hi) that which has no object 
(i andlambana ). 377 Here it is a matter of great compassion without an object, which is the “fulfillment” 
(paripuri ) of compassion. Since dharmas are empty of inherent nature (svabhavasunyata) and the true 
nature of things ( dhannatd) itself is empty, the compassion [of the bodhisattva] is called “great compassion 
without object” ( andlambana mahakaruna). 

The bodhisattva [of the seventh ground] has deeply penetrated the true nature ( dhannatd) and then has 
compassion for beings. He is like a man, father of a single son, who, having found a precious object, wants 
to give it as a gift to his son out of his profound affection. 

* 

6. Sutra. - Sarvasattvdmananam //yaduta buddhaksetraparisodhanaparipwyd/ 

Not thinking of any being. - And he does this by completely fulfilling his buddha-field. 

Sastra (p. 417b27). - Question. - If the bodhisattva does not think of beings, how can he purify his 
buddhafield? 

Answer. - By leading beings to establish themselves in the ten good paths of action 
(dasakusalakannapatha), the bodhisattva had already purified his buddhafield, but such an adornment was 
not yet an obstacle-free ( andvarana ) adornment. Now [in the seventh ground], the bodhisattva ripens 
( paripdcayati ) beings but does not grasp the characteristic of being ( na sattvanimittam udgrhnati). His 
roots of good ( kusalamula ) and his merits (punya ) are pure and, because of this purity, he adorns [his 
buddhafield] without obstacle. 

* 

7. Sutra. - Sarvadharmasamatddarsanam tatra cdnabhinivesah // yadutcmuksepo ‘praksepah 
sarvadharmdndm / 

Seeing the equality of all dharmas without being attached to it. - This is not adding anything to and not 
taking away anything from dharmas. 

Sastra (p. 417c2). - See what has been said above (p. 327F) about dharmasamatdksdnti. Here the Buddha 
himself says that it is not adding anything to ( anutksepa ) and not subtracting anything ( apraksepa ) from 
dharmas. <2426> 

* 


377 The three kinds of maitri and karuna are a Mahayanist invention: see above, p. 1245F, 1250F, n.l, and 2372F. 
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8. Sutra. - Sarvadharmabhutanayaprativedhas tena camananta // yah sarvadharmanam 
bhutanayaprativedhah / 

Penetrating the true principle of all dharmas, but not thinking about it. - This is not penetrating the true 
principle of all dharmas. 

Sastra (p. 417c4). - This has already been fully developed above in many ways. 

* 

9. Sutra. - Amitpddaksdntih //yd sarvadharmanam anutpadaya, aniroddhdya, anabhisamskaraya ksdntih / 

Adherence to non-production. - This is adherence to non-production, non-destruction, non-formation of all 
dharmas. 

Sastra (p. 417c5). - It is believing and understanding, without hindrance (dvarana ) or regression 
( vivartana ), the true nature ( dharmatd) of dharmas, having neither production nor destruction. 

* 

10 . Sutra. - Anutpadajnanam //yan ndmarupdnutpadajnanam / 

Knowing non-production. - This is knowing the non-production of name and form. 

Sastra (p. 417c6) - The sutra first mentions adherence ( ksdnti); next it speaks of knowledge (jndna) here. 
Adherence is coarse ( auddrika ) whereas knowledge is subtle ( suksma ). ' 7S Here the Buddha himself says 
that is is a question of “knowledge” about the non-production of name and form ( ndmarupa ). 379 

* 

11 . Sutra. - Sarvadharmanam ekanayanirdesdh //yd cittasya dvaydsamuddcdratd/ 

Declaring the single dharacteristic of all dharmas. - This is because the bodhisattva’s mind does not move 
into duality. 

Sastra (p. 417c8). - The bodhisattva knows that the twelve bases of consciousness ( dvddasdyatana ), both 
internal (ddhydtmika) and external ( bdhya ), are the net of Mara ( mdrajdla ), deceivers ( vancana ) and 
unrealities ( abhuta ); the six kinds of consciousness ( vijhdna ) arising from these twelve bases are 
themselves the net of Mara as well and deceivers. Then what <2427> is real? Only non-duality ( advaya ). 
The absence of the eye ( caksus ) and visibles ( rupa ) etc., up to and including the absence of the mind 
(manas) and phenomena {dharma)'. that is reality ( bhuta ). In order to lead beings away from the twelve 
bases of consciousness, the bodhisattva constantly speaks to them of this non-duality in many ways. 

* 

12 . Sutra. - Kalpandsamudghdtah //yd sarvadharmanam avikapanatd / 

Destroying the imaginations. - This is not conceptualizing any dharma. 

37S For more detail, see Kosa, VI, p. 190. 

379 Ndmarupa is a synonym for the five skandhas. 
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Sastra (p. 417cl2). - The bodhisattva established in this non-duality destroys the differentiations [falsely 
attributed] to objects (dlambana ): the qualities of male ( purusa ) or female (stri), long (dirgha) or short 
( hrasva ), big ( mahat ) or small ( alpa ), etc. 

* 

13. Sutra. - Samjnavivartah //yapramananam samkalpanam vivartanatd / 

The reversal of notions. - This is the reversal of the innumerable false notions. 

Sastra (p. 417cl4). - Destroying the false conceptualizations ( samkalpa ) of the inner mind differentiating 
dharmas. 

* 

14. Sutra. - Drstivivartah // yd srdvakabhumeh pratyekabuddhabhumes ca drstivivartanata / 

The reversal of [false] views. - This is the reversal of the views formed at the stage of sravaka and the stage 
of pratyekabuddha. 

Sastra (p. 417cl5). - This bodhisattva has first reversed the wrong views ( mithyddrsti ), such as the view of 
the self (dtmadrsti ), the view of the extremes ( antagrdhadrsti ), etc.; next, he has entered into the Path 
(mdrga). Now, [in the seventh ground], he reverses the view of phenomena ( dharmadrsti ) and the view of 
nirvana ( nirvanadrsti ). [He reverses dharmadrsti ] because dharmas have no fixed nature ( niyatalaksana ); 
he reverses nirvanadrsti because in reversing the sravaka and pratyekabuddha views he goes directly to the 
bodhi of the Buddhas ( abhisambodhi ). 

* 


15. Sutra. - Klesavivartah //yah sarvaklesayah / 

Reversing the passions. - This is destroying all the passions. <242 8> 

Sastra (p. 417c 18). - By the power of his merit ( punya ) and his morality (sila), the bodhisattva has first 
broken up his coarse passions ( auddrikaklesa ) and easily followed the Path (mdrga); only the subtle 
passions ( suksmaklesa) - affection ( anunaya ), views ( drsti ), pride (mdna), etc. - remain in him. Now [in 
the seventh ground] he also eliminates the subtle passions. 380 

Furthermore, the bodhisattva who uses the true wisdom (bhutaprajnd) sees these passions as being the 
same as the true nature ( dharmatd). 3SI He is like a man endowed with the superknowledges (abhijnd) who 
can change impure thngs ( asuci ) into pure things ( suci). 3S2 

* 

16. Sutra. - Sdmathavipasyandsamatdbhumih //yaduta savdkdrajnatdpratilambhah / 


See Trade, T 1509, k. 39, p. 345c27-346a4. 

381 This theme is fully developed in the VimalakTrtinirdesa, French transl., p. 2875-291. 

382 This is the abhijna of magical powers described above, p. 1819-1822F. 


2015 



[Attaining] the state of balance between quietude and introspection. - This is the [gradual] taking 
possession of the knowledge of things in all their aspects. 

Sastra (p. 417c22). - When the bodhisattva was in the first three grounds, introspection ( vipasyana ) was 
predominant over quietude ( samatha ) because he was not yet able to concentrate his mind 
(cittasamgrahana ); in the following three grounds, quietude was predominant over introspection: this is 
why he had not had the assurance of attaining bodhisattvahood ( bodhisattvaniyama ). Now [in the seventh 
ground], his quietude and introspection in regard to the emptiness of beings (sattvasunyata) and the 
emptiness of phenomena ( dharmasunyata ) are perfectly balanced ( samatd); this is why he can easily 
(ksema) travel on his career of [great] bodhisattva. 

Starting [from the seventh ground], the level called “non-regressing” ( avaivartikabhumi ), he will gradually 
(kramasas ) attain the knowledge of all the aspects ( sarvakarajnata). <2429> 

* 


383 According to the canonical sources, samatha ( ting houei in Kumaarajlva), tche kouan in Hiaun-tsang) is derived 
directly from the teaching of the four noble truths: 1) five dharmas should be completely known (parijneya ), the five 
aggregates of attachment ( upadanaskandha ); 2) two dharmas should be eliminated ( prahatavya ), ignorance ( avidya ) 
and the thirst for existence ( bhavatrsna ); 3) two dharmas should be realized ( saksatkaratavya ), knowledge ( vidya ) and 
deliverance ( vimukti ); 4) two dharemas should be cultivated ( bhdvayitavya ), tranquility ( samatha ) and introspection 
( vipasyana ). All of these processes result from abhijna or superknowledge (Samyutta, V, p. 52). 

Samatha and vipasyana constitute he fourth truth, the truth of the Path. Actually the Path arises in the person 
who practices them (Anguttara, II, p. 157) and they lead to the penetration of a multitude of things: 
anekadhatuprativedha (Majjhima, I, p. 494), to the absorption of the cessation of concept and feeling: 
samjndvedaitanirodhasamdpatti (Samyutta, IV, p. 295), to nirvana. A parable (SamAutta, IV, p. 194-195) compares 
them to a pair of speedy messengers (sighram dutayugam) communicating the message of truth ( yathabhutam 
vacanam), namely nirvana, to the mind ( vijndna). 

Although samatha and vipasyana are intimately joined, they can be practiced separately or, preferentially, 
simultaneously ( yuganaddham ); by following the Path in this way, the fetters ( samyojana ) are destroyed and the 
perverse tendencies ( anusaya ) eliminated (Anguttara, II, p. 157). 

The passage of the Pancavimsati commented on here transposes the entire system into the Mahayanist view. 
The bodhisattva cultivates vipasyana in particular in the first three grounds and samatha in the three following grounds. 
In the seventh, samatha and vipasyana are perfectly balanced, and the bodhisattva penetrates correctly the twofold 
emptiness of beings and phenomena. The goal, the final result, will no longer be nirvana but the knowledge of things in 
all their aspects ( sarvakarajnana ) belonging to the fully and completely enlightened Buddhas. 

Tranquility and introspection play a great part in the controversy which, in the 7 th century, at the Council of 
Lhasa or bSam yes, opposed the Chinese Sudden school with the Indian Gradualists. Kamalaslla’s third Bhavanakrama 
is dedicated almost entirely to it: cf. the edition by G. Tucci in Minor BuddhistTexts, Part III, Third Bhavanakrama, 
Serie Orientale Roma, XLIII, 1971, and the annotated translation by C. Pensa, II terzo Bhavanakrama di Kamalasila, 
Rivista degli Studi Orentali, XXXIX, 1964, p. 211-242. 

Interest in this question has not yet flagged and we now have an excellent English translation of it from Tson- 
kha-pa’s Lam rin chen mo (1357-1419) in A. Wayman, Calming the Mind and Discerning the Real, 1978. 
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17. Sutra. - Ddntacittatd //yd traidhdtuke ‘nabhiratih / 

Taming the mind. - This is not taking delight in the threefold world. 

Sastra (p. 417c26). - Previously the bodhisattva thought about old age (jard), sickness ( vyddhi ) and death 
(marana), the three bad destinies ( durgati ), and it is out of loving-kindness (maitri) and pity (krpd) for 
beings that he tamed his mind. Now that, [on the seventh ground], he knows the true nature (dharmata) of 
phenomena, he is no longer attached to the threefold world (traidhdtukam nabhivisate) and, out of this 
detachment ( anabhinivesa ) he “tames his mind”. 

* 

18. Sutra. - Sdntacittatd //yd sannam indriyanampratisamharanata / 

Pacifying the mind. - This is withdrawing the six organs. 

Sastra (p. 417c29). - Previously, the bodhisattva, in view of nirvana, had only tamed the first five organs 
(indriya), <2430 namely, the eye, ear, nose, tongue and body, by withdrawing them from the five objects 
of enjoyment ( pancakamaguna ) - [namely, color, sound, smell, taste and touch] since, at that time [the 
sixth organ], the organ of mind (mana-indriya), was too hard to tame. Now, in the seventh ground, he also 
pacifies the organ of mind [by withdrawing it from dharmas]. 

* 

19. Sutra. - Apratihatajnanam //yaduta buddhacaksuhpratilambhah / 

Unobstructed knowledge. - This is the attainment of the buddha eye. 

Sastra (p. 418a2). - The bodhisattva attains the prajnaparamita and is unobstructed (pratigha ) about 
everything, true or false. He acquires the wisdom of the Path ( mdrga ) and guides beings to make them enter 
into the truths. He obtains unhindered deliverance ( apratihatavimoksa ) and possesses the eye of the 
buddhas ( buddhacaksus ). He has no obstacles over anything. 

Question. - How can the sutra say that the bodhisattva obtains the eye of the buddhas in this seventh 
ground? 

Answer. - Here one should refer to the buddha-eye (p. 2263F): the bodhisattva has no obstacle to any 
dharma and this is equivalent [to having] the eye of the buddhas. 

* 

20. Sutra. -Aklisto ’nunayah /yd sadvisayesupeksd / 

Unafflicted affection. - This is indifference in regard to the six sense objects. 

Sastra (p. 418a7). - Although in the seventh ground he has obtained the power of wisdom ( prajndbala ), 
this bodhisattva still keeps his fleshly body ( mdmsakdya ) out of consideration of his former existences 
(purvanivdsa ). Having entered into concentration ( samddhi ), he is detached ( nirdsanga ); but when he 
comes out, he has flashes of attachment and, conforming to the visions of his fleshly eye ( mamsacaksus ), 
when he sees a beautiful person he loves him tenderly. Sometimes also he is attached to wisdom ( prajna ), 
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to the reality ( tattva ) of the seventh ground. This is why the Buddha tells him here to practice indifference 
(; upeksdcitta ) in regard to the six sense objects (sadvisaya). 


Bhflmi VIII 


1. Sutra. - Punar aparam subhute bodhisattvena mahasattvenastamyam bhumau vartamanena panca 
dharmah paripurayaitavyah. katame <2431> panca. yaduta sarvasattvacittanupravesah //yad bodhisattva 
ekacittena sarvasattvanam cittacaitasikdni pratijanati / 

Furthermore, O Subhuti, the bodhisattva-mahasattva in the eighth bhumi must completely fulfill five 
dharmas What are these five? 

1) Penetrating the minds of all beings. - In a single moment of mind, the bodhisattva reveals the minds and 
mental events of all beings. 

Sastra (p. 418al2). - The bodhisattva in the eighth ground reveals the ways of mind of all beings: he 
reveals the agitated, reflective or profound minds. 

By this knowledge, he distinguishes the beings who will never fulfill the causes and conditions for finding 
salvation ( trdna ); those who will be saved after innumerable incalculable periods ( asamkhyeyakalpa ); those 
who will be saved after one, two and up to ten kalpas; those who will be saved after one or two lifetimes or 
even in the course of the present lifetime; those who will be saved at this very instant; those who are ripe 
for salvation (paripakva ) and those who are not; those who will be saved by the Vehicle of the sravakas or 
those who will be saved by that of the pratyekabuddhas. 

The bodhisattva is like a good physician ( vaidya ) who, on examining the sick person, knows whether his 
cure is far off or near at hand, or if he incurable. 

* 

2. Sutra. - Abhijnavikndanata // yabhir abhijnabhir vikndan buddhaksetrdd buddhaksetram samkramati 
buddhadarsandya / na cdsya buddhaksetrasamjna bhavati / 

Playing with the superknowledges. - Playing with these superknowledges, the bodhisattva passes from 
buddha-field to buddha-field to see the buddhas, but he has no notion of buddha-field. 

Sastra (p. 418a26). - Previously, the bodhisattva already possessed the superknowledges (, abhijnd), but 
now that he plays supremely with them, he can go to immense and infinite universes ( lokadhdtu ). 

When the bodhisattva was in the seventh ground, sometimes he wanted to attain nirvana. Now, for several 
reasons and because the Buddhas of the ten directions escort him and protect him, he changes his mind and 
wants to save beings. Skillful in the superknowledges, he goes at will (yatheccham) and spontaneously 
(svatas) to immense and infinite universes without encountering any obstacles. He sees <2432> the 
buddha-fields, but he does not grasp the mark of buddha-field ( buddhaksetranimittam nodgrhndti). 
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* 

3. Sutra. - Buddhaksetradarsanatd // yad ekasminn eva buddhaksetre sthitvaparimanani buddhaksetrani 
pasyati / na cdsya buddhaksetrasamjna bhavati / 

Seeing the buddha-fields. -Staying in his own buddha-field, the bodhisattva sees the immense buddha- 
fields but has no notion of buddha-field. 

Sastra (p. 418a25). - There are bodhisattvas who, by the power of their superknowledges (, abhijnabala), 
fly in the ten directions looking at the pure universes (parisuddhalokadhatu ) and grasping their marks 
( nimitta ) in order to adorn their own field. 

There are bodhisattvas whom a Buddha conducts through the ten directions in order to show them the pure 
universes; they grasp the marks of these pure fields and make the vow (pranidhana) to reproduce them. 
Thus the Buddha Che-tseu-tsai-xvang (Lokesvara) guided the bhiksu Fa-tseu (Dharmakara) across the ten 
directions and showed him the pure universes. 384 Sometimes there are bodhisattvas who, reminaing in their 
own original field ( maulaksetra ) use the divine eye ( divyacaksus ) and see the pure universes in the ten 
directions; at first they grasp their pure marks, then, conceiving a mind of detachment ( asahgacitta ), they 
return to indifferernce ( upeksa ). 

* 

4. Sutra. - Tesdm buddhaksetranam yathadrstanam svaksetraparinispddanatd // yad bodhisattva 
isvaracakravartibhumau sthitas trisdhasramahdsdhasralokadhdtum samkrdmati svaksetram ca 
parinispddayati / 

Constructing his own field on the model of the buddha-fields previously seen. - The bodhisattva in the 
level of the cakravartin king goes everywhere in the trisahasramahasahasra-lokadhatu and constructs his 
own field. 

Sastra (p. 418b3). - As has previously been said (p. 1923F), the eighth ground is called the level of the 
cakravartin. Just as the precious wheel ( ratnackara ) of the cakravartin king goes everywhere without 
<2433> encountering any obstacle (dvarana) or hindrance ( mvarana ) or enemy ( amitra ), so the bodhisattva 
in this [eighth] ground can cause the Jewel of the Dharma ( dhannaratna ) to rain down and fulfill the 
wishes of beings without anything obstructing him. 

He is also able to grasp the marks ( nimitta) of the pure fields that he has seen and build {parinispddayati ) 
his own field on their model. 

* 

5. Sutra. - Buddhakdyayathdbhutapratyaveksanatd // yd dharmakdyayathdbhutapratyaveksanatd / 

ime panca dharmah paripurayitavyah // 

384 An allusion to the wanderings of the bhiksu Dhannakara, the future Amitabha, whom the buddha Lokesvara led 
through the ten directions to show him the pure lands: this is the subject of the Sukhavatlvyuhas; see above, p. 60 IF, n. 
1 . 
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Seeing the body of the Buddhas in conformity with reality. - It is seeing in conformity with the reality of 
the dharmakaya. 

Those are the five dharmas to be completely fulfilled. 

Sastra (p. 418b7). - The bodhisattva sees the bodies of the Buddhas like a magic show ( mdyd), like a 
metamorphosis ( nirmdna ). This body is not part {na samgrhfta) of the five skandhas (pahcaskandha ), the 
twelve bases of consciousness ( dvadasdyatana ), the eighteen elements (, astadasadhatu ); his dimensions, his 
various colors [are purely subjective]: they are adjusted to the visions which beings have as a result of 
actions of their previous lives ( purvajanmakarman ). 

In the present passage, the Buddha himself says that’’seeing the Buddha is seeing the dharmakaya”. 385 


1. Sutra. - Punar aparam subute bodhisattvena mahasattvenastamyam bhumau vartcimanena pahca 
dharmah paripurayitavyah / yaduta indriyaparaparajnanata // yd dasasu buddlmbalesu sthitvd 
sarvasattvdndm indriyapardparajndnatd / 

Furthermore, O Subhuti, the bodhisattva-mahasattva in the eighth ground should completely fulfill five 
dharmas, namely: <2434> knowing the extent of the spiritual faculties. - Established in the ten powers of 
the Buddha, the bodhisattva knows the faculties of all beings, superior or inferior. 

Sastra (p. 418b 12). - As has been said in regard to the ten powers (1541-1545F), the bodhisattva knows 
first the functioning of the minds ( cittapravrtti ) of all beings: he knows those who are of weak faculties 
(mrdvindriyd), those who are of keen faculties ( tiksnendriya ), those in whom generosity ( ddna ) 
predominates and those in whom wisdom (prajna) predominates. Basing himself on these predominances, 
he saves beings. 

* 

2. Sutra. - Buddhaksetraparisodhanatb // yd sattvacittaparisodhanatd / 

Purifying the buddha-field. - This is purifying the minds of beings. 

Sastra (p. 418bl4). - There are two ways of purifying: i) the bodhisattva purifies himself; ii) he purifies 
the minds of beings to make them follow the pure Path (parisuddhamdrga ). By means of this twofold 
purification of others and himself, the bodhisattva can purify his buddha-field as he wishes (yatheccham). 

* 

3. Sutra. - Mdyopamasamddher samdpddanam // yatra samddhau sthitvd bodhisattvah sarvah kriydh 
karoti / na cdsya cittam kvacid dharme pravartate / 

385 In Samyutta, III, p. 120, the Buddha says to Vakkali: Alam Vakkali kirn te imindputikayrna ditthena. Yo kho 
Vakkali dhammam passati so mam passati; yo mam passati so dhammam passati. - What would be the use of seeing 
this body of rottenness? He who sees the Dharma, sees me; he who see me, sees tha Dharma. 

There are many analogous texts in the Agamas and especially in Ekottara; cf. Hobogirin, II, p. 176-177, s.v. 

Busshin. 
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Concentrating oneself in the magic-like concentration. - Staying in this concentration, the bodhisattva 
accomplishes all activities, but his mind bears upon none. 

Sastra (p. 418b 17). - The magician ( mdydkara ) to some extent fills the universe with magical fictive 
objects: armies consisting of the four elements (caturahgabala ), palaces and cities, food and drink, singing 
and dancing, killings and calamities, etc. 

In the same way also, the bodhsattva established in this concentration fills the universes of the ten 
directions with his metamorphoses: first he makes gifts ( ddna ) and satisfies beings; then he preaches the 
Dharma (dharmam desayti), makes conversions (paripdcayati ) and destroys the three bad destinies 
(i durgati ); finally he establishes beings in the Three Vehicles (ydnatrdya ): in all these beneficent acitivities, 
not a single one fails. 

The mind of the bodhisattva remains motionless (cicala) and he no longer grasps objects of the mind 
(cittanimittani nodgrhndti). <2435> 

* 

4. Sutra. - AbhTksnah samddhih //yo bodhisattvasya vipakajah samddhih / 

Perpetual concentration. - In the bodhisattva, it is the concentration resulting from retribution. 

Sastra (p. 418b24). - Having obtained the concentration like a magic show ( mdyopamasamddhi ), the 
bodhisattva accomplishes all his activities [by means of effort] and with its help. Now it is a matter of the 
[innate] concentration resulting from retribution (vipdkaja ) at the moment of passing into a [new] existence 
( bhavasamkranti) . 386 In the same way that a person sees visibles (rupa) without having recourse to the 
power of the mind, so the bodhisattva who is established in this [innate] concentration saves beings. It 
easily surpasses the concentration like a magic show, for it spontaneously (svatas) accomplishes its role 
without any help. Thus, among those who seek for wealth, some obtain it thanks to some help, but others 
obtain it spontaneously. 

* 

5. Sutra. - Yathd yathd sattvdnam kusalamulaparinispattir blmvati tathd tathdtmabhdvam parigrhnati // 
yad bodhisattvo yathd yathd sattvdnam kusalamulaparinispattir blmvati tathd tathd samcintydtmabhdvam 
parigrhnati sattvdms ca paripdcayati // ime subhute bodhisattvena mahdsattvendstamydm bhumau 
vartamdnena pahca dharmdh paripurayitavydh / 

According to such and such a degree of achievement that the roots of good of beings have, the bodhisattva 
assumes such and such a form of existence. - According to whether the roots of good of beings have such 
and such a degree of achievement, the bodhisattva knowingly assumes such and such a form of existence 
and ripens beings. 


386 This is the place to distinguish the samadhis acquired by effort (prdyogika ) in the course of the present existence 
from the innate samadhis ( upapattipratilambhika) inherited from earlier existences as fruits of retribution (vipdkaja). 
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These, O Subhuti, are the five dharmas which the bodhisattva-mahasattva residing in the eighth ground 
must fulfill completely. 

Sastra (p. 318b29). - The bodhisattva has thus acquired the two kinds of concentration ( samadhi ) and the 
two kinds of superknowledge ( abhijna ): those that are acquired by practice ( bhdvandpratilambhika ) and 
those that are acquired by retribution ( vipdkapratilambhika ). He knows that henceforth he will assume a 
[new] form of existence (atmabhava ) with such a body, such a voice, such nidana, by such a path and by 
such means ( updya ). He will even go so far as to assume an animal form of existence in order to convert 
and save beings. <243 6> 


Bhfimi IX 

1. Sutra. - Punar aparam subhute bodhisattvena mahdsattvena navamyam bhumau vartamanena 
dvddasadharmdh paripurayitavyah. Katame dvddasa ... 

Furthermore, O Subhuti, the bodhisattva-mahasattva in the ninth ground must completetly fulfill twelve 
dharmas. What are these twelve? In universes infinite in number, the bodhisattva takes hold of the class of 
beings capable of being converted (vineyabhdga ). - In the innumerable universes of the ten directions, the 
bodhisattva liberates ( vimocayati ) the beings capable of being saved in accord with the Buddha’s teachings. 

Sastra (p. 418c4). - In the innumerable incalculable universes ( lokadhdtu ) of the ten directions there are 
beings in the six destinies (sadgati)', the bodhisattva [of the ninth ground] ripens (paripdcayati ) those who 
are capable of being saved and saves them. 

There are three kinds of universes ( lokadhdtu ): the pure (parisuddha ), the impure ( aparisuddha ) and the 
mixed ones ( misra ) Of the beings living in these three types of universe, some have the privilege of being 
able to be saved; it is those that the bodhisattva takes hold of. One lights a lamp (dfpa ) for those who have 
eyes and not for blind people (andha ); in the same way, the bodhisattva [ripens only] those who already 
fulfill the causes and conditions [of salvation] or who are beginning to fulfill them. 

Furrthermore, a trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu [containing a billion universes of four continents 
( cdturdvipakaf 87 ] constitutes one single lokadhatu. These universes arise and disappear at the same time. 

Lokadhatus of the same type present in the ten directions, in number equal to the sands of the Ganges, form 
one single buddhalokadhatu. 

Buddhalokadhatus of the same type, in number equal to that of the sands of the Ganges, form an ocean 
( samudra ) of buddhalokadhatus. 

Oceans of buddhalokadhatus of the same type, present in the ten directions in number equal to that of the 
sands of the Ganges, form a seed (by a) of buddhalokadhatus. 


387 


See Kosa, III, p. 170. 
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Seeds of the same type, innumerable in the ten directions, form a buddhaksetra. 

In all these lokadhatus, the bodhisattva “takes hold of a class of beings”, the class of those who are to be 
saved by a Buddha. <243 7> 

* 

2. Sutra. - Pranidhanaparigrahah //sannam paramitdnamparipurnatvat / 

All obtain according their wishes. - Because of the fullness of the perfections of the bodhisattva. 

Sastra (p. 418cl6). -Merits ( punya ) and wisdom (prajna) are complete ( paripurna ) in this bodhisattva; this 
is why there is no aspiration ( pranidhana ) that he does not realize. Learning that in immense and infinite 
universes there are masses of beings to be saved, one is afraid of not succeeding in doing so. This is why 
the sutra here is speaking of the success in aspirations ( pranidhanasamrddhi ). [The bodhisattva is assured 
of success] since, as the Buddha says here the bodhisattva “fulfills the six perfections completely” (sannam 
paramitdnam paripurnatvat). The first five perfections represent the fulfillment of merits ( punyaparipuri ); 
wisdom (prajna) respresents the fulfillment of wisdom ( prajnaparipuri ). 

* 

3. Sutra. - Devandgaksagandhai-varutajhanam //yaduta niruktipratisamvida / 

The knowledge of the languages spoken by the devas, nagas, yaksas and gandharvas. - This is by virtue of 
the unhindered modes of expression. 

* 

4. Sutra. - Pratibhananirdesajhanam 388 // yadutapratibhanapratisamvida / 

The talent of eloquence. - This is by virtue of the unhindered knowledge of eloquence. 

Sastra (p. 418c21). - I have spoken above of the fulfillment of merits (punyaparipuri ), the fulfillment of 
wisdom (prajnaparipuri ) and success in aspirations (pranidhanasamrddhi ). Knowing foreign languages is 
precisely one of the bodhisattva’s wishes. 

Furthermore, the bodhisattva whose knowledge of former abodes ( purvanivasajnandf S9 is very pure knows 
the languages of all the places he has taken rebirth in. Furthermore, possessing the knowledge resulting 
from resolution (pranidhijhdna ), <2438> he knows the nomeclature (ndmavidhdnaT) and deliberately 
makes up all kinds of words (aksara) and expressions (vac). 

Furthermore, the bodhisattva who has obtained the concentration explaining the language of beings 
(sattvdbhilapanirmocanasamddhi) penetrates all languages without hundrance. 


388 Article omitted in the Chinese version, but appearing in the Pancavimsati, p. 217,1. 14. The pratisamvids alluded to 
here are defined above, p. 1616-1624F. 

389 Cf.p. 1555F. 
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Finally, the bodhisattva has himself obtained the four unhindered knowledges (pratisamvid) or he practices 
the four unhindered knowledges of the Buddha. This is why he knows the languages ( abhilapa ) and the 
sounds ( sabda ) of beings. 

* 

5. Sutra. - Garbhavakrantisampat 390 // ilm bodhisattvah sarva.su jatisupapaduka upapadyate / 

The excellence of the descent into the womb. - In all his births, the Bodhisattva is born apparitionally. 

Sastra (p. 418c28). - According to some, the Bodhisattva mounted on a white elephant 
(. svetahastyabhirudha ), surrounded ( parivrta ), venerated ( satb-ta ), respected ( gurukrta ), esteemed ( mdnita ) 
and served ( pujita ) by innumerable Tusita gods, penetrated along with them into the belly of his mother 
(, matrkuksi ). 

According to others, the Bodhisattva’s mother, possessing the concentration like a magic show 
(mdyopamasamddhi) caused her belly to expand inordinately; all the bodhisattvas of the 
trisahasramahasahasradlokadhatu, the devas, nagas and asuras were able to enter into it and come out. In 
this belly there is a palace and a platform. [The deities] set a bed (khatva) there, hung banners (pataka), 
spread it with flowers and burned incense; all this was the result of the meritorious actions ( punyakarman ) 
of the Bodhisattva. Next the Bodhisattva comes down and takes his place there and, by the power of his 
concentration ( samddhi ), enters <2439> into the womb while staying as previously in the heaven of the 
Tusita gods. 

* 

6. Sutra. - Janmasampat // jatamatra eva bodhisattvo ‘prameyanantalokadhatun avabhdsena sphurati / na 
tu nimitany udgrhnati / 

The excellence of the birth. - As soon as he is born, the Bodhisattva illumines immense and infinite 
universes with his brilliance but does not grasp the marks. 

Sastra (p. 419a7). - When the Bodhisattva is about to be born, the devas, nagas and asuras adorn the 
trisahasramahasmahasralokadhatu. Then lotus seats made of the seven jewels (saptaratnamaya padmasana) 
arise spontaneously (svatas). From the belly of the mother (matrkuksi) come forth innumerable 
bodhisattvas first who go to sit on the lotuses: they join their palms, make praises and wait. The 


390 The eight sampads of the bodhisattva of the ninth ground are fully described in the biographies of the Buddha, 
especially in the Lalitavistara. Two biographies in archaic Chinese, the Sieou hing pen k’i king (T 184) and the Tchong 
pen k’i king (T 196), used but little up to now, have recently been translated into Dutch by E. Zurcher, Het leven can de 
Boeddha vertaald uit vroegste Chinese overlevering, 1978. These texts show much of linguistic and historical interest. 
They inform us about the hybrid language, semi-scholarly, semi-popular, used at the time of the later Han by the 
Buddhist propaganda in China, and we learn what the first missionaries thought was proper to reveal of the life of the 
Buddha to people foreign not only in mind but in speech. For this language, see also E. Ziircher, Late Han Vernacular 
Elements in the Earliest Buddhiost translations, 1977, p. 177-203. 
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bodhisattvas and also the devas, nagas, asuras, rsis, aryas and noble ladies join their palms and 
wholeheartedly wish to see the birth of the Bodhisattva. 

Next, the Bodhisattva comes out of the right side of his mother like the full moon emerging from the 
clouds. He emits a great brilliance that lights up immense universes. At the same moment, a great voice is 
heard in the universes of the ten directions that proclaims: “In that place, the Bodhisattva is in his last 
lifetime ( caramabhavika ).” 

Sometimes there are bodhisattvas who arise apparitionally ( upapdduka ) on the lotuses. 

In regard to the four wombs (yoni), y> the Bodhisattva is born from the chorion ( jarayuja ) or he is of 
apparitional birth ( upapdduka ). In regard to the four castes of men (jati ), the Bodhisattva is born either into 
the ksatriya caste or in that of the brahmana, for these two castes are honored by men. 

* 

7. Sutra. - Kulasampat //yad bodhisattvah ksatriyakulesu brahmanakulesu vdpratydjdyate / 

The excellence of the family. - The Bodhisattva takes birth into a ksatriya family or a brahmana family. 

Sastra (p. 419a 17). -Brahmana families have wisdom ( prajnd); ksatriya families have power {bald). 
<2440> The brahmana favors the future life (paraloka ); the ksatriya favors the present life ( ihaloka ): both 
families are useful in the world; this is why the Bodhisattva is born among them. 

There is also the worthy family of the Dharma ( dharmakula ), that of the non-regressing adepts 
(i avaivartika ). 392 

Taking birth in these families is the excellence of the family. 

* 

8. Sutra. - Gotrasampat // yad bodhisattvo yasmad gotrdt purvakd bodhisattva abhuvams tatra gotre 
pratyajdyate / 

The excellence of the clan. - The Bodhisattva is born into the clan coming from the Bodhisattvas of the 
past. 

Sastra (p. 419a21). - When the Bodhisattva is still in the Tusita heaven, he examines {vilokayati) the 
world, asking himself which clan is the most noble in order to welcome a being; this is the clan in which he 
takes birth. Thus, among the last seven Buddhas, the first three were born into the Kaundinya clan, the 
following three into the Kasyapa clan and the Buddha Sakyamuni into the Gautama clan. 


391 Beings are bom from an egg ( anda ), chorion (jaraya ), exudation ( samsveda ) or are of apparitional birth 
(i upapdduka ): DIgha, III, p. 230; Majjhima, I, p. 73, etc. 

392 The bodhisattvas of the eighth ground. 
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Furthermore, the Bodhisattva who begins with the strength of high aspiration ( adhyasayadrdhatay 93 [is 
born] into the clan of the Buddhas ( buddhagotra ). For the others, acquiring the conviction that dharmas do 
not arise ( anutpattikadhannaksantipratilabdha ) would be the “clan of the Buddha” for it is then that the 
Bodhisattva acquires a partial influx of the knowledge of all the aspects ( sarvakarajnata ). Compare this 
stage with the gotrabhumi in the sravaka system. 

* 

9. Sutra. - Parivarasampat // yad bodhisattvo mahasattvo bodhisattvaparivdra eva bhavati / 

Excellence of the entourage. - The Bodhisattva-mahasattva has an entourage consisting only of 
bodhisattvas. 

Sastra (p. 419a28). - [Those who surround the bodhisattva of the ninth ground] are wise men, good men 
who, from lifetime to lifetime have accumulated merit. In the present passage, the Buddha himself says that 
the entourage is composed solely of bodhisattvas. Thus, it is said in the Pou-k’o-sseu-yi king <2441> 
[Acintyasutra, or Gandavyuha) that Kiu-p ’i-ye (Gopiya or Gopa) was a great bodhisattva. 394 The whole 
entourage is in the level of the non-regressing bodhisattvas ( avaivartikabhumi). These bodhisattvas, by the 
magical power ( vikurvanabala ) of the concentration of means ( updyabala ), change into men ( purusa ) or 
women (stri) and together form the entourage of the bodhisattva of the ninth ground]. They are like the 
treasurer-jewel ( grhapatiratna ) 395 of a cakravartin king: he is a yaksa or an asura, but he takes the form of a 
man in order to workwith men. 396 

393 As we have seen, high aspiration ( adhyasaya ) is the first of ten preparations ( parikarma ) to be fulfilled in the first 
bhumi. 

394 Sudhana, son of a notable man who had produced the mind of anuttara samyaksambodhi, wanted to know how to 
attain it definitively, so he traveled through various Indian lands and consulted a large number of sages. At Kapilavasti 
he met Gopa, a daughter of the sakyas, who gave him some precious infonnation about the practices of the bodhisattva. 
This meeting is mentioned in the Gandavyuha, ed. D. T. Suzuki, p. 390 (= Avatamsaka,T 279, k. 75, p. 406c7-10): Atha 
khalu Sudhancih srestidaraka yenci Gopci sakyakanya tenopasamkramya Gopdydh sakyakanyaycih kramatalayoh 
sarirena pranipatotthaya puratah pranjalih sthitvevam aha / mayarye ‘nuttaraydm samyaksambodhau cittam 
utpaditam na ca jandmi katham bodhisattvah samsare samsaranti samsaradosais ca na lipyante / 

Gopa (GopT, Gopika) knew Sakyamuni when the latter was still living at home and was indulging in pleasure. 
According to some sources, notably the Traite (above, p. 1003F), she was one of Sakyamuni’s wives. After her death, 
she was reborn in the Trayastrimsa heaven where she was known by the name of the devaputra Gopaka. It was in this 
fonn that she appears in the Suramgamasamadhisutra, French transl., p. 172-178. To Drdhamati, who asks her why she 
has changed her woman’s body, she answers that the distinctions between the sexes is purely imaginary, all dharmas 
being of one taste and without duality. The precise teachings that she gave Sudhana on the ten qualities of the 
bodhisattva are evidence that she herself was a great bodhisattva of the ninth ground. Having shed her body of flesh, 
she was clothed with a body bom of the fundamental element ( dharmathdtuja kdya), free of marks and particularly of 
sexual characteristics. But for the good of beings and out of skillful means ( upaya ), this great bodhisattva appears under 
the most varied of forms. 

395 The grhapatiratna, rendered here by the characters kiu-che-pao, is the sixth of the seven jewels of a cakravartin king 
(DIgha, II, p. 173-177; Majjhima, II, p. 134; III, p. 172-176; Mahavastu, II, p. 158,1. 16). This was not strictly speaking 
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* 


10. Sutra. - Abhiniskaramanasampat // yad bodisattvah pravrajyasamaye ‘nekaih 
sattvakotiniyutasatasahasraih sardham abhiniskrdmati grhat / te ca sattvd niyatd bhavanti trim yanesu / 
<2442> 

Excellence of departure. - The bodhisattva leaving the world goes forth from home with innumerable 
hundreds of thousands of millions of beings, and these beings are predestined to the Three Vehicles. 

Sastra (p. 419b4). - Thus one night in his palace, the Bodhisattva Sakyamuni saw that his courtesans were 
like corpses. The devas and the asuras of the ten directions, bearing banners {pataka ) and flowers (puspa) 
came to offer them to him and, bearing themselves respectfully on meeting him, escorted him outside. 

Then Tch’d-ni (Chandaka), despite the orders he had previously received from king Tsing-fan 
(Suddhodana), acceded to the wishes of the Bodhisattva and brought him his horse [Kanthaka]. 

The four kings, messengers of the gods (devaduta), held the horse’s hoofs in their hands while it leaped 
over the ramparts and left he city. 

It is to detroy the passions {klesa) and Mara in person that the Bodhisattva, before all the beings, in this 
way demonstrated his dislike for the householder life, for, if an individual as meritorious and noble as he is 
abandons his home, what should ordinary people not do? 

Episodes (; nidana ) of this kind illustrate “the excellence of the departure” ( abhiniskramana-sampad ). 

* 

11. Sutra. - Bodhivrksavyuhasampat // yad bodhivrksasya mulam sauvarnam bhavati saptaratnamayani 
skandhasdkhdpattrdni yesam skandhasdkhdpattrdndm avabhdso dasasu diksv asamkhyeyan 
trisdhasramahdsdhasralokadhdtun sphurati / 

The excellence of the splendor of the tree of enlightenment. - The root of the tree of enlightenment is of 
gold; its trunk, branches and leaves are made of the seven jewels; the brilliance of the trunk, branches and 
leaves illumines, in each of the ten directions, incalculable trisahasramahasahasralokadhatus. 

Sastra (p. 419b 11). - For the ornamentation of the tree of enlightenment see above (p. 2321-2322F). In the 
present passage, the Buddha himself says that the root of this tree is made of gold; its trunk, branches and 
leaves are made of the seven jewels, and the brilliance of the trunk, branches and leaves illumines 
innumerable incalculable Buddha universes in each of the ten directions. 


a ‘householder’ but a treasurer, as certain Chinese translations suggest: tien-tsang-pao (t 125, p. 552al8), cheou-tsang- 
tche-pao (T 125, p. 788al2, tchou-tsang-pao (T 125, p. 807a4). DIgha, II, p. 176 and Majjhima, III, p. 175 attribute to 
him supernatural powers: Tassa kammavipcikcijam dibbam cakkhu pdtubhavati yena nidhim passati sassdmikam pi 
assamikam pi. - There appears in him a divine eye by which he finds the treasures which may or may not have a 
possessor. 

396 Thus, a number of devas, maruts and nagas were in the service of Asoka and obeyed his orders: cf. Mahavamsa, V, 
v. 24-33. 
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Some Buddhas adorn the Buddha tree with the seven jewels of the Bodhisattva, but sometimes this is not 
the case. Why? Because the magical power (rddhibala) of the Buddhas is inconceivable ( acintya ): <2443> 
it is for beings that they manifest all kinds of splendors ( vyuha ). 

* 

12. Sutra. - Sarvagunaparpurisampat //yo bodhisattvasya sattvaparipdkas ca buddhaksetra-parisuddhis 
ca / ime subhute bodhisattvena mahdsattvena navcimyam bhumau vartamanena dvadasadharmah 
paripurayitvyah / 

Excellence in the complete accomplishment of all the qualities. - In the Bodhisattva, this is the ripening of 
beings and the complete purification of the Buddha-field. 

These, O Subhuti, are the twelve dharmas which the Bodhisattva-mahasattva in the ninth ground must 
fulfill completely. 

Sastra (p. 419bl7). - In the seventh ground, the bodhisattva destroys all the passions ( klesaf 91 [and thus 
assures his own interest]: that is the “excellence of one’s own interest” ( svarthasampad); in the eighth and 
ninth ground, he assures the interest of others ( pardrtha ) insofar as he “ripens beings and purifies 
completely his buddha-field”. In respect to the depth and breadth of the two interests thus assured, the 
Bodhisattva “excels in the accomplishment of all the qualities” ( sarvagunaparipuri ). 

The arhats and pratyekabuddhas assure their own interest greatly but neglect the interest of others; therefore 
they are not complete. The devas and the minor bodhisattvas 398 are useful to others but have not destroyed 
their own passions: therefore they too are not complete. [The great Bodhisattvas alone have] ’’fulfilled 
completely all the qualities.” 


Bhumi X 


Sutra. - Dasamyam punah subhute bhumau vartama.no bodhisattvas tathdgata eveti vaktavyah // tatra 
katham bodhisattvo dasamyam bhumau sthitah sains tathdgata eveti vaktavyah / yadd bodhisattvasya 
mahdsattvasya satpdramitdh paripurna bhavanti / catvdri smrtyupasthdnani ydvad astddasdvenikd 
buddhadharmdh paripurna blmvati / sardkdrajnatd paripurna bhavati / sarvaklesdndm tadvdsandndm ca 
prahdnam bhavati / evam hi bodhisattvo mahasattvo dasamyam bhumau sthitas tathdgata eveti vaktavyah 
// iha subhute bodhisattvo <2444> mahasattvo dasamyam bhumau sthita updyakausalyena satsu 
pdramitdsu carams / catursu smrtyupasthdnesu ydvad astddasdvenikesu buddhadharmesu cara / 
suskavidarsand-bhumim gotrabhumim astamakabhumim darsanabhumim tanubhumim vitardgabhumim 
krtdvibhumim pratyekabuddhabhumim bodhisattvabhumi atikramati / eta navabhumir atikramya 
buddhabhumau pratisthate / iyam bodhisattvasya dasami bhumih / evam hi subhute bodhisattvo 
mahasattvo mahdydna-samprastito bhavati // 

391 The klesavivarta mentioned above, p. 2427F. 

398 Those of the first six bhumis. 
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Furthermore, O Subhuti, the Bodhisattva on the tenth ground should simply be called Tathagata. - Why 
should the Bodhisattva on the tenth ground be called simply Tathagata? When he completely fulfills the six 
perfections, when he completely fulfills the four foundations of mindfulness up to and including the 
eighteen special attributes of the Buddhas, when he completely fulfills the knowledge of all the aspects and 
when he destroys all the passions and their traces, 9 the Bodhisattva-mahasattva in the tenth ground should 
be called simply Tathagata. Now, O Subhuti, the Bodhisattva-mahasattva on the tenth ground who, by his 
skillful means, is practicing the six perfections as well as the four foundations of mindfulness up to 
including the eighteen special attributes of the Buddha, this Bodhisattva, I say, exceeds: 1) the ground of 
the dry view; 2) the ground of the spiritual lineage; 3) the ground of the eighth saint; 4) the ground of 
seeing; 5) the ground of the diminution of the passions; 6) the ground of the saint freed from desire; 7) the 
ground of the saint who has done what had to be done; 8) the grounds of the pratykebuddha; 9) the grounds 
of the bodhisattva. Having exceeded these nine levels, the Bodhisattva is established in the ground of the 
Buddhas. This is the tenth ground of the Bodhisattva. Therefore, O Subhuti, the Bodhisattva-mahasattva 
has ’’set off well for the Great Vehicle.” 

Sastra (p. 419b23). - The Bodhisattva seated under the tree of enlightenment ( bodhivrksa ) penetrates into 
the tenth ground called ground of the Cloud of Dharma ( dharmameghd bhumi). Like a great cloud 
uninterruptedly pouring out torrential rain, the Bodhisattva’s mind produces by itself (svatas), from 
moment to moment and infinite in number, <2445> immense ( aparimita ), infinite ( ananta ) and very pure 
(parisuddha ) Buddha attributes. 

Then, noticing that the mind of Mara, king of the desire realm ( kdmadhdturdja ), has not yet been tamed, 
the Bodhisattva-mahasattva shoots forth light from his lima so that Mara’s palaces, ten million in number, 
become darkened and disappear. Mara, irritated and vexed, gathers his troops and comes to attack the 
Bodhisattva. 

After the Bodhisattva has vanquished Mara, the Buddhas of the ten directions congratulate him for his 
deeds; they emit rays from their iirnas which penetrate into the Bodhisatva through the top of his head, 

At this moment, the merits (punya ) acquired by the Bodhisattva in the ten grounds are changed into Buddha 
attributes. The Bodhisattva destroys all the traces of the passions ( klesavascma ), obtains the unfailing 
deliverances ( apratihatavimoksa ) and acquires the ten powers ( bala ), the four fearlessnesses ( vaisdradya ), 
the four unhindered knowledges ( pratisamvid ), the eighteen special attributes (avenikadharma), great 


399 In his translation (T 1509, p. 417al8), Kumarajlva carefully distinguishes klesa (fan-nao) from vasana (si) by 
joining them by the conjunction ki, for, according to the Traite, p. 1781-81F, the klesas are destroyed in the eighth 
ground by the acquisition of the anutpattikadharmaksanti, whereas the vasanas disappear entirely only in the tenth 
ground, at the moment of abhisambodhi. 

This distinction appears clearly in the original Sanskrit and their Tibetan versions: 

Pancavimsati, p. 225,1. 10-11: Satasmahasrika, p. 1427,1. 11-12: sarvavdsananusandhiklesaprahana. 

Tib. Trip., vol 18, no. 731, p. 146, fol. 265b6-7: bag chags kyi mtshams sbyor 
bahi don mods pa tarns cad spans pa. 
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loving-kindness ( mahamaitri ), great compassion ( mahakaruna ) and the other Buddha attributes, immense 
and infinite. 

At this moment, the earth trembles in six ways (sadvikdram kampate); the heaven rains down flowers and 
perfumes; the bodhisattvas, devas and manusyas, joining their palms, utter praises. 

At this moment, the Bodhisattva emits a great brilliance (mahaprabha) that illumines the innumerable 
universes everywhere in the ten directions. The Buddhas, bodhisattvas, devas and manusyas of the ten 
directions proclaim in a loud voice that in that place, in that land and in that year the Bodhisattva, seated on 
the seat of enlightenment ( bodhimanda ) has realized buddhahood and that this light is his. Thus, in the 
tenth ground, the Bodhisattva “should be recognized as Buddha”. 

Moreover, in the present passage, the Buddha has specified the characteristics of the tenth ground by 
saying: “By practicing the six perfections and by his skillful means ( updyakausalya ), the Bodhisattva has 
exceeded [the nine shared grounds] from the level of dry vision ( suskavidarsandbhumi ) up to and including 
the bodhisattva grounds and is now in the ground of the Buddhas.” This ground of the Buddhas is the tenth 
ground. The Bodhisattva who thus travels through the ten grounds is said to be “well set out on the Great 
Vehicle” ( malidydnasamprasthita ). 
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